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O N  THE SPO T

IT ’S THE WORKER 
WHO ALWAYS PAYS

The B. ¡VI. T. (Brooklyn-Manhattan- 
Transit Corporation to out of town cus
tomers) decided to save five m illion dol
lars so dividends could be paid to de
serving stockholders, as well as to bol
ster the price of B. M. T. shares on 
the stock market. Displaying an o rig i. 
na lity  that is nothing short of amazing, 
the corporation’s directors h it upon the 
bright idea of taking the five m illions 
out of the paltry wages of the corpora
tion ’s employees. They simply out their 
wages ten per cent and called it  a day.

*  *  *  *

THE ELEPHANT 
NEVER FORGETS
The national convention o f the Republi
can Party renominated ‘Erbert ’Oover, 
the stalwart B riton and Charlie Curtis, 
his American expression. W all Street 
wanted Hoover. Nobody except Mrs. 
Dolly Gann seemed to want Curtis. 
Hoover has an excellent record. He 
plundered his way to wealth and posi
tion. He was at home in  any land 
where profits could be coined out of the 
sweat and blood o f the masses. He 
served himself and his- masters in  Aus
tra lia , China and in  Siberia. He was a 
b it late in Siberia, fo r the Bolsheviki 
took over the country in  the name of the 
working class and directed a ll exploiters 
to the sign which read: “This way out” . 
Which partly explains Hoover’s anti- 
Soviet phobia. The G. O. P. is grateful 
to Hoover fo r his services while an in 
mate of the W hite House. I t  does not 
forget its  loyal servants.* * * *
BOLTER BORAH CANNOT 
SWALLOW BOOZE PLANK

Senator Borah, the eminent bolter 
from  the almost uninhabited state of 
Idaho again threatens .to bolt the Repu
blican Party in  the election campaign. 
He does not like the hermaphroditic 
plank on the liquor question which was 
framed w ith  the object of holding ths 
drys in  line, and giving encouragement 
to the beerocrats who want their beer 
at a dime a stein instead of two bits. 
I t ’s a two-way plank and Borah is a 
natural. We predict that the senator 
w ill be s itting  behind the elephant’s ears 
before November w ith  Rajah Hoover in 
the howdah. * * * *
WHAT MAKES THE  
JACKASS WILD?

The Democrats are expected to put 
on a live lie r show in  Chicago than the 
one staged by the Republicans. The G. 
O. P. menagerie contains a better coir 
lection of animals than the Democrat 
zoo. The G. O. P. is more responsible 
to the W all Street tra iner and is the 
keeper’s favorite. But sometimes the 
customers like  a change and the jackass 
replaces the elephant in  the W hite House 
cage. They both serve the capitalists, 
though the Democrats are a b it w ilder 
and wooller, many of them hailing from 
the h ills . The class-conscious worker 
w ill call down a plague on both parties 
and vote the Communict ticket. I t  makes 
no difference. to the worker or the work
less whether he is plundered and re
duced to starvation by the Republican 
confidence man or the Democratic high
wayman.

*  *  *  *

THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
ALSO RUNS

A fter several years of comparative 
inner peace the Socialist Party enters 
an election campaign w ith  a factional 
fight on its  hands. The fight is over 
the question o f Americanization, which 
means that M orris H illq u it’s jib  is not 
considered an asset in a vote-catching 
campaign. Anyhow, a fight over the 
physiognomy of the party chairman 
proves that the S. P. is s till alive.

*  *  *  *

THEN THEY’LL HAVE 
NO BRAINS AT ALL

The Human Betterment Foundation of 
Pasadena, C alifornia proposed to the 
summer session of the American Asso
ciation fo r the Advancement of Science 
that approximately one-sixth o f the 
population 'o f this country is mentally 
defective and should bb sterilized to pre
vent race degeneration. We learn that 
the enlightened state of California, home 
of Hoover and ja ile r of Mooney and 
B illings, has had considerable experience 
in  th is race-preserving experiment. We 
also learn that six out o f seven operated 
on are quite satisfied and regret they 
can be cut only once like the patriot 
who wished he had two lives to give to 
his country. Eighteen m illion  mental 
defectives out o f a population of 120,- 
000,000 may | seem an exaggerated figure 
but when one considers that th irty  or 
fo rty or perhaps fifty  m illions of work
ers and the ir dependents are starving 
in  the midst of plenty, the estimate is 
rather low. • * * *

W hile they are at i t  they m ight s te ril
ize the mental detebtives who looked for 
the Lindbergh baby.

*  •  *  *

Not to speak of those who believe the 
repeal of the 18th Amendment w ill liq 
uidate the depression.

—RIDEM.

A  N ew  H is to ry  M a k ing Trotsky Book

PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE REV
OLUTION, by Leon Trotsky. W ith 
an introduction by Max Shachtman. 
448 pages. Pioneer Publishers, New 
York. Paper, $1.00; cloth $l.g0.

The Eighth Plenum of the Communist 
International in May 1927 occupies a 
unique place in the annals o f our move
ment, i f  only because form ally speaking 
it  occupies practically no place at all. 
Confronted as it  was w ith  problems more 
acute than those which faced some of the 
preceding international gatherings, there 
has yet to come out of i t  a record of 
the proceedings. The Plenum took place 
a t a time when the Chinese revolution 
was approaching its  highest point, w ith 
sufficient m aterial a t hand to draw the 
most instructive conclusions. In  it  were 
argued out the fundamental questions of 
revolutionary strategy and tactics. Op
posing the official course were the two 
outstanding leaders of the Executive Com- 
n ittee—Trotsky and Zinoviev, as well 
as the secretary o f the Young Commun
is t International, Vuyovitch. What was 
decided there deeply affected the whole 
future o f the world revolutionary move
ment. But to this day you w ill look 
in  vain through a ll the voluminous ac
counts of the Congresses and Plenums of 
the Communist International fo r a de
fin ite  report of the Eighth Plenum, fo r 
the documents presented to it  and the 
speeches delivered.

Suppressing the Documents
In  a word, Stalin and Bucharin sup

pressed a ll but the most meager account 
of this Plenum. The theses and articles 
of Trotsky and Zinoviev were put on 
the index expurgatorius as counter-rev
olutionary literature, punishable. under 
the Soviet penal code; Stalin even sup
pressed one of his own speeches a week 
a fter i t  was delivered ! This little  detail 
in  the mechanism of the inner-party 
struggle did not prevent Stalin from  de
manding that the whole membership of 
the International vote to condemn the 
Opposition’s standpoint in  the Chinese 
question. And—let us remember i t  w ith  
a deep and b itte r shame—such a vote 
was obtained w ithout much difficulty. 
Just as the pre-war social democracy 
knew that its  voyage towards opportun
ism wouLd be facilita ted by the suppres
sion of Marx’s b iting criticism s of the ir 
course, so Stalin kept the revolutionary 
criticism  concealed from  the parties so 
that Menshevism in  China m ight the more 
easily get the stamp of approval from 
its  principal foe, the Communist Interna
tional.

But even when you have at your dis
posal what the social democrats did not 
have—a proletarian state apparatus—it  
does not suffice fo r a ll time. L ittle  by 
little , sometimes only in  fragments, the 
works o f Trotsky have v irtu a lly  been 
stolen out o f the underground bureau
cratic vaults and smuggled beyond the 
frontiers. These are the only terms that 
can be used to describe the conditions un
der Which the basic documents of Bol
shevism have seen the ligh t o f day in  re
cent years under the Stalin dispensation.

We have such a document, or more 
properly a sériés o f documents, in  the 
present work. Here is no fragment, but 
a closely-knit study of the problems of 
the Chinese revolution in the last seven 
years which w ill furnish us to the next 
generation w ith  the fundamental exposi
tion and critique o f the most vivid chap-

ter of the great epoch in  which we are 
fortunate enough to be living.

The Value of Marxism 
This bulky volume by comrade T rot

sky is a most striking proof of the un
equalled “ practical” value of Marxism. 
For the professors, w ith  and without* 
diploma, Marxism is a dry closet ph il
osophy. For the proletarian revolution
ists, it  is a searchlight whose batteries 
are the distilled essence of past experi
ence, enabling us to throw a piercing 
ligh t into tomorrow so that the course 
of the revolution may be properly guided. 
I t  is his mastery o f Marxism that enabled 
the leader of the Opposition, as is shown 
by the contents Of this book, to analyze 
each stage of the Chinese revolution, 
predict its next stage w ith accuracy and 
present the policy best calculated to meet

(Continued on page 3)

Leninist Turn Imperative in Germany!
United Mass Action - Not Parliamentary Opportunism -W ill Defeat Fascism

The liftin g  of the ban on the Nazi 
Storm Troops has already led to a big 
spurt in  the number of armed and 
bloody clashes w ith working men a ll over 
the German Reich. In  Hamburg, in 
Altona, in K iel, in  Essen, in Berlin, in 
Frankfort, the street battles between the 
H itlerites and the workers have resulted 
in  about a dozen deaths and in scores 
Of wounded during the last week alone.

Meantime the M inister of the In te rio r 
of the reactionary Junker government, 
Baron Von Gayl, is bringing pressure 
upon a ll the state governments to -hasten 
the liftin g  o f the Brown S hirt ban local
ly, where it  has met w ith  some opposi
tion. Every day, the plans of the Von 
Pa pen government—as the government of
the organization of the Fascist coup June 22, we .read:

d’Etat—are becoming clearer. W ith the 
tremendous growth in  the number of 
armed conflicts, the danger of the H itle r 
coup becomes a m atter of days.

How does the S talinist leadership of 
the German Communist Party react to 
th is highly tense and foreboding situa
tion? I t  must be said openly: I t  re
acts w ith  measures of despair, i t  dis
plays a feeling of u tter helplessness. A t 
a time when only the broadest and most 
centralized mass action on part of the 
whole working class can be effective, a t 
a time when H itle r’s hordes are at the 
gates, i t  rdsorts to petty parliamentary 
politics which only prove its  complete 
bankruptcy.

In  the D aily Worker of Wednesday,

NOW READY !
O u r  G re a t Propaganda Achievem ent !

Problems of the Chinese Revolution
by LEON TROTSKY

AFTER THREE AND A HALF YEARS OF PATIENT WORK, THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
NOW PRESENTS TO THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST WORKERS THE WHOLE STORY OF THE DEVELOP
MENTS OF THE GREAT CHINESE REVOLUTON OF 1925-27.

HERE, IN  COLD TYPE, ARE THE ANALYSES, THE PROPOSALS AND THE WARNINGS OF THE GREAT 
TEACHERS OF THE WORLD PROLETARIAT—THE RUSSIAN BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS.

COMMUNIST WORKERS! TEST THE TEACHINGS OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION IN  THE LIG HT OF IN . 
TERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE!

READ WHAT L. D. TROTSKY WROTE IN  1925-27AND CHECK IT  AGAINST WHAT REALLY HAPPEN
ED!

PAPER BOUND
450 PAGES

$1.00 CLOTH COVER
Special Rates In Bundle Orders of Five or More.

$1.50

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
8 4  East 10th. Street New York N . Y.

A  First Hand Account of Events on the «Bonus Battle Front»
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Fifteen minutes from Union Station by 
tro lley is the suburb of Anacostia, s it
uated on the Potomac, and at the edge 
of one of the filth iest parts of the river 
is the camp of the “Bonus Expeditionary 
Forces” . Through a long dusty gully off 
the B. & O. Railroad freight tracks, one 
comes down to the circle o f the large 
fla t field, about four city blocks in  dia
meter, clumped w ith  half-w ilted grass; 
the least rain turns the ground to a, m iry, 
mosquito-infested swamp. From a dis
tance, the camp looks like so many sticks 
of wood, rusty tins, d irty  blankets, rags, 
heaped up pell-m ell like garbage, or like 
the very excrescence of the ground. And 
here, as a matter of fact, away from  of
ficial, monumented Washington, the gov
ernment has dumped in  this one camp 
alone the bodies of six or seven thousand 
ex-servicemen who, as the slogan on 
one ef their dilapidated trucks proclaims,

are not “ bums but the flower of 1917.”  
Alas, the flower is sadly w ilted.”

The several rows of shacks, put up out 
of sticks, tins, lousy blankets, and rags 
ferreted out of lots and wreckages of 
former houses nearby, are no more than 
three feet high. The once “ proud Ex
peditionary Forces” now creep into these 
worse-than-dog-kennei holes fo r sleep 
or fo r shelter from  the scorching sun; 
they’re useless in time of rain, when the 
men, as one of them put it, “ look like 
so many rats huddled together.”  But 
the men are patiently trying to improve 
these, dumps by such means as, fo r ex
ample, mowing the grass down to use 
it  fo r thatching and bedding or by using 
the all-too-few shingles fo r roofing. A 
good number of “ our heroes”  have no 
blankets and are forced to sleep on the 
damp ground. Like the camps, the men 
are as bedagged, worn and d irty , a lo t 
as you see on the Bowery. They try  to

put up a brave show of keeping them
selves clean, but i t ’s a sorry show. As 
one o f the soldiers expressed it, “ I t ’s 
tough to keep yourself clean w ith  one 
sh irt and one pair of underwear which 
you have to wash in the d irty  Potomac.”

The unsanitary conditions and the poor 
food (scraps of frankfurters, half-dried I / ronT action
spuds, etc., contributed by local restau
rants) are putting the men under a 
severe strain.

Diseases Rampant
I t ’s d ifficu lt to ascertain the number 

taken sick, but i t  must be considerable. 
The morning I  arrived about fo rty  men 
were taken to the hospital, suffering 
from  exposure, m alnutrition and pneu
monia. Almost a ll of one contingent 
from  Ohio—about sixty men, arrived in 
Washington sick from  exposure. They 
took a freight tra in  at Canton, O., where 
railroad officials promised them a fast 

(Continued on page 4)

The Unemployment Situation, the Economic Crisis and the American W orking Class
The American government is proceed

ing fu ll blast in developing its “ recon
struction” program to "break the back
bone of the depression” . I t  solicits the 
support of bankers and industrialists. 
The program is epitomized by the na
tional policy of credit expansion aiming 
at ‘releasing hundreds of m illions of 
dollars in credits to start the wheels of 
industry turning.”

So fa r two main measures have been 
taken; (1) the loans advanced by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation and 
(2) the release o f funds by open mar
ket buying of government securities. by 
the Federal Reserve Banks. About 
$1,000,000,000 in financial resources has 
been mobilized and set in  circulation by 
these measures. But, as one financier 
laconically remarked; -"Nevertheless, 
credit has not gone into productive chan
nels, loans advanced by the member 
banks are showing marked declines.” 

Credit System During Crisis
I t  is well to stop at th is point fo r a 

moment to pose the essential question: 
How does the credit system operate 
during a crisis?

When the process of reproduction flows 
“norm ally” credits are stable and con
tinua lly  expand. When a stoppage in 
this flow occurs, due to delayed returns 
and overstocking of markets, there is 
a superabundance of capital, of produe- 
tive capital available; but, in  a form  
in which it  cannot perform its  function. 
I t  is a mass of commodity capital which 
is unsaleable because o f its  very super

abundance. I t  is a mass of fixed capital 
which remains unused because the very 
process of reproduction is a t a stand
s till. Witness today the enormous pro

duction capacity of American industry, 
now not utilized, and w ith  it  the m il
lions strong army of unemployed work
ers. In  such a situation credit is con
tracted fo r good and sufficient reasons. 
F irs tly , because this capital remains un
employed. Secondly, because the confid
ence in  the continuity of the process; 
of reproduction is shaken and th ird ly ,' 
because the demand fo r this kind of com-] 
mercial credits decreases. Those manu
facturers who curta il, or cease produc
tion because they have lots of unsold 
goods on hand, or at least lack demand 
fo r the ir goods, do not need to buy on 
credit.

I t  is not a case of there being no 
need of loan capital. There is such a 
need. But loan capital performs one 
distinct function during the upward 
curve of the production cycle, and an 
entirely different one during the crisis. 
During the upward curve, loan capital 
is in  demand fo r the purpose of being 
transformed into productive capital. 
During the upward curve, loan capital 
is in demand for the purpose of being 
transformed into productive capita l.' 
During the crisis b ills  of exchange1 
continue to press fo r conversion in to 1 
cash. But the m ajority of the b ills  re-' 
present actual sales and purchases,1 
which, to make matters worse, have been 
extended far beyond the demands of 
society.

•  •  •  e

Operation of Loan Capital
In  times of crisis the demand fo r loan 

capital reaches its  maximum. But the 
borrowing is done for the purpose of 
paying in order to settle previously con
tracted obligations. In  th is manner, the

loan capital wanders righ t back to the 
banks in  settlement of interests and 
maturities. The rate o f profit, and w ith  
it, the demand fo r industria l capital have 
almost reached the vanishing point.

I t  is therefore no wonder that the 
loans advanced by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, to the tune of more 
than one half b illion  dollars today, w ith 
but two small exceptions, a ll went to 
meet obligations of principal or interest. 
The two exceptions were a $27,500,000 to 
the Pennsyvania Railroad, and a $4,399,- 
000 loan to New York Central Railroad, 
both of which are claimed to be fo r 
purposes of reconstruction. From the 
other category of loans we w ill mention 
only one instance, that of $32,500,000 to 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, ad
vanced solely fo r the meeting o f out
standing obligations of the company.

Credit and Industry
Surely, the credit expansion policy is 

developing fu ll blast. The bankers and 
industria lists are being taken care of. 
For the la tter the maturing b ills are be
ing met and fo r the former the b ills of 
exchange are being converted into cash. 
But—the wheels of industry are not 
turning.

W ill the “ ingenious”  proposal offered 
by the Young Committee o f bankers and 
industrialists have better prospects of 
success? We recall that much ado was 
made out of the creation of this com
mittee and its  prospective aid in  the 
“ reconstruction” program. By its make 
up, the committee alone was said to re
present aggregate capital resources of 
about $18,000,000,000. Now the com
mittee has labored; and here is what it  
proposes: There are so many hundreds

o f thousands of small home owners who 
have mortgage obligations which, dur
ing these hard times, i t  becomes doubly 
hard to meet. And that is the grand idea 
of the committee, to fac ilita te  the ad
vancing of loans fo r such purposes. I t  
is not so much to make sure that the 
small home owner keeps his home. No, 
the bankers do not want to have too 
much real-estate on their hands. But 
meeting these mortgage obligations en
ables the banks to keep the ir dividends 
in  shape. Of course,—this w ill not 
s ta rt the wheels o f industry turning 
either.

How do matters then stand w ith  the 
second measure of the credit expansion 
scheme? During the period of accelerated 
buying, or taking over, o f government 
securities b;y the Federal Reserve Banks, 
between A p ril 13 and May 18, a to ta l 
of $480,000,000 were released. This op
eration is now said to have "arrested 
the catastrophic decline in  bank credits 
in progress since last July.” But loans 
and investments made by a ll the mem
ber banks throughout the country con
tinue to lag nevertheless.

Where are the Markets
W ith these huge funds made avail

able, the problem s till remained one of 
finding ways and means fo r putting them 
to work. The dilemma is, what to do 
w ith  the credits available—w ith the ex
panded ci edits. Where are the markets 
fo r profitable investments? This is the 
question asked by the perturbed financi
ers ; and the cruel answer is : The mar
ket Ip r which capitalism produces has 
become severely contracted!

The National C ity Bank of New York 
in  its  monthly letter of June bewails the 

(Continued on page 4)

“ W ith a view of preventing the final 
election of a Fascist president in the 
Prussian Diet, the Communist party 
proposes to refra in  from filing  its  own 
candidates and to vote fo r candidates 
of the catholics and socialists, providing 
these accept two conditions, namely, 
the restoration o f freedom of assembl
age, of press and radio w ith  the Com. 
munist righ t to speak and agree to re
ject the Papen emergency decrees fo r 
Prussia.”

Unannounced, unexplained, restricted 
to the parliamentary field alone, this 
form of the “ united fron t”  can only 
bring further confusion in to  the minds 
o f the Communist workers. As a firs t 
step, this sort o f “ united fron t”—lim it
ed to parliament—smells o f the worst 
sort of opportunism, the opportunism of 
the Brandler type of 1923. As such it  
must be decisively rejected by a ll seri. 
ous Communist workers.

What is needed now is firs t o f a ll, a 
frank and sincere avowal of the u ltra . 
Leftist mistakes by .the leadership of the 
C. P. G. I f  a turn  in  policy is to  be 
carried out, i t  can only be done effectively 
in  the Bolshevik manner, in  the manner 
of Lenin—before the eyes o f the whole 
working class. . The entire policy of 
bureaucratic ultimatums, o f the “ red 
United Front” , of social Fascism must he 
honestly and thoroughly brushed aside. 
The confidence o f the working class in  
the seriousness o f the Communist’ lead
ership must be regained.

The action o f the C. P. G. in  the Prus. 
sian D iet is a rotten carricature o f the 
“ united fron t” . Only desperate bureau
crats, only people who are a t the end 
o f the ir rope can believe that the Fascist 
menace can be warded off by an agree, 
ment to vote fo r the candidates o f our 
po litica l enemies—the Catholics and the 
social democrats. The whole a ffa ir is 
a distortion, a travesty on the Leninist 
United Front.

The aim of the Leninist United Front' 
is to set the masses in  motion, to prepare 
them for Communist leadership by prov
ing to them in action that only the Com. 
munist program |is adequate to their 
needs. That is why the Left Opposition 
must discard this step o f the Stalinists 
which is merely a headless zig-zag from 
the “ united fron t only from  below”  to 
the “ united fron t”  w ith  the top pure 
and simple.

The Communists must approach the 
soejal democrats and the reform ist lead
ers w ith  an eye directed to their fo l
lowers. This requires that a concrete 
and realistic program o f action be pro
posed as the basis o f the united front. 
Such a program is the program of mass 

proposed by our
brother section, the German Left Opposi
tion.

The German Bolshevik-Leninists pro. 
pose the follow ing as a basis:

“1. M ilitary Defense Against Fascism. 
The form ation o f Red Hundreds in  fac
tories and unemployment registries, in 
the working class quarters, to beat back 
Fascist attacks and punitive expeditions.

“ 2. Against wage and unemployment 
relief redaction. The form ation o f car. 
tels locally, in the factories, and finally 
in  the whole Reich, consisting o f factory 
councils and commitees o f the unem. 
ployed, to counter wage and re lie f re
duction w ith  strikes, w ith  the seizure 
of closed down factories and by 
o f controlling production through these 
organs. Execution o f a plan o f econ
omic collaboration between Germany and 
the U. S. S. R.

“3. Straggle against war. Prevention 
o f war production and munition trans. 
ports by strikes

“4. The National Congress o f these 
cartels is to make preparations to meet 
H itle r’s terrorists acts and his seizure 
o f power locally and nationally and w ill 
elect a national Cartel of factory and 
Unemployed Councils.

“ 5. As the firs t common action o f the 
Communist Party o f Germany, the So
cia list Party o f Germany and the Free 
Trade Unions, demonstrations under the 
follow ing slogans.

“ Against the dictatorship of the Gen. 
erals and against Fascism.

“ Against a ll wage and unemployment 
re lie f reduction.

“ For Control o f Production.
“ For the National Cartel o f Factory 

and Unemployed Councils,
“ For the Defense of the Soviet Union.”
We must say candidly and sharply: 

There is a crisis in  the leadership of the 
German Communist Party which breeds 
disaster. Only the immediate and deter
mined aid o f the Communist workers a ll 
over the world can prevent the baleful 
consequences of this crisis.

Worker Communists, members of the 
Communist Party o f the U. S. A .! Raise 
your voices before it  is too late. Pass 
resolutions in your units and forward 
them to the Communist Party o f Ger
many. Demand an open and sincere 
tu rn  to a Leninist United Front policy 
that w ill defeat Fascism before it  seizes 
power. Push the C. P. G. into action! 
For the revolutionary working class of 
the world, the key to the situation lies 
in the hands o f the Communist Party 
of Germany. —THE M ILITANT.
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Oppositionist Seated 
at Philly Conference
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The Philadelphia “ United Front A n ti
te rro r Conference”  called by the In te r, 
national Labor Defense met on June 16 
a t Friends Meeting House. The meeting 
opened at nine o’clock w ith  th irty  peo
ple, delegates and visitors, present. A fte r 
the chairman, the secretary and a jo in t 
credentials committee were elected, the 
I. L. D. organizer reported. He told the 
purpose o f the meeting and depicted the 
current police te rro r against the work
ers and the curbing of the well-known 
“constitutional guarantees” . A prepared 
organizational report was presented. 
Mimeographed copies were given to  the 
delegates. I t  called fo r the ordinary 
methods of organization and propaganda 
work, dealt w ith  a demonstration on 
Ju ly 4 and a petition campaign against 
the state Sedition Act.

The floor was opened fo r discussion of 
the report. Leon Goodman was the de
legate of the local branch of the Com
munist League of America (Opposition) 
and began the discussion. The capitalist 
te rro r is not unexpected to Communists. 
The vanguard bears the brunt o f attack 
now. This is a prelude to a broadened 
attack on the whole class. I t  is im pell
ed by sheer necessity to defend itse lf. 
By defending every single case, the work
ers protect their own interests Thus 
the case o f Mooney symbolizes labor’s 
enslavement.

To reach and organize the workers 
we must take advantage of every avenue 
of “ democracy” open to us under this 
capitalist system. J'he plan fo r a de-1 
monstration of July 4 is most fittln g j 
Whatever legality the movement has 
must be defended. We should learn the!I
lessons of the recent Canadian expert-j 
ences. A fte r a false start, the I. L. D .' 
there adopted the united fron t policy as1 
the only means to defend the movement.! 
The conference there changed its  name to 1 
“conference fo r the repeal o f section 98”  i 
and approached the A. F. of L. unions 
and other organizations w ith  some suc
cess. But a fu ll and whole-hearted, con-1 
sistent approach is needed. |

Goodman proposed that since the meet
ing was not really a conference a t a ll, 
it  constitute itse lf a prelim inary confer
ence to call a real united fron t confer
ence o f a ll working class organizations 
to meet shortly before July 4—which 
should mobilize further for the demon
stration and the other work outlined. 
Further—that the name “A nti-Terror Con
ference” is not the best, i t  did not f it 
in  w ith  the elementary duty o f the con
ference, and should be changed since i t  is 
misleading. He proposed to take the 
name “ United Front Conference to De
fend Workers’ Free Speech” . Then it  
w ill be clear to a ll that we w ill be de
fending the rights of workers to meet, 
to speak and to organize. The defense 
of these rights w ill necessarily be a de
fense against capitalist terror. Goodman 
told the meeting that in  a ll the work 
outlined by the conference, his organiza
tion, the Communist League (Opposition) 
would give its  whole-hearted support.

When he had finished and anpther de
legate had spoken, the chairman an
nounced that there was an original pro
posal of the committee to call another 
conference June 30. He then le ft the 
room to meet w ith  the committee. No 
one knew what for? There was little  
discussion. Comrade Holmes denied the 
advisability of changing the name of the 
conference. He said in substance that 
the struggle for free speech, etc., was not 
as broad and inclusive as the term anti
terror ; aAd that the main work of the 
confeence would in any case be fo r the 
defense of workers’ free speech. He 
called attention to the fact that two of 
the three slogans dealt d irectly w ith  
workers rights. No more was said by 
any of the other delegates.

The credentials and resolution commit
tee reported that there were represented 
54 delegates of 35 organizations w ith  a 
to ta l membership of 7,500 workers. 
Twelve I. L. D. branches, two A. F. L. 
locals, three T. U. U. L. unions, three 
politica l organizations and fifteen fra t
ernal bodies.

Goodman rose at once to ask what 
were the names o f the “politica l organi
zations” . The inform ation was stubborn
ly refused. The committee in  charge, old 
Lovestoneite burocrats, adepts at “ hiding 
the name of the party” , were here trying 
to hide the name o f Communist League 
(O .), in  order later to say—no delegate 
was present. Goodman asked that the 
names of the organizations be read. A 
vote was taken, 22 for, 7 against.

The 7 votes surprised the burocrats, 
and a fte r some delegates had taken the 
floor again on this, the chairman, B ill 
Lawrence, made a tu rn  about face—gave 
his stamp to i t  and took a vote again. 
This time 28 voted to read the names. 
The names surprised no one. The usual 
lis t—Lithuanian Chorus, Jewish Workers 
Club, etc.. Unions—2, A. F. L. locals, 
3 T. U U. L. The Communist party, 
the Y. C. L  and, relucantly, the name 
Communist League (O .), were drawn 
from the lis t. No delegate took the h in t 
o f the chairman, fo r any objections to 
any organization, and a ll delegates were 
declared seated.

Resolutions against the Dies B ill, 
against the Flynn Sedition Act and fo r 
the release o f Lawrence, Roth and 
Adams, etc., were unanimously passed; 
as were various other telegrams of pro
test to the mayor and the governor. A 
resolution and motion Goodman in tro 
duced based on his proposals was de
feated. The chairman warned him not 
to “ bulldoze”  the meeting when he in 
sisted on a vote on his resolution.”

—L. 0.

Party’s N. Y. State 
Nominating Convention
BUFFALO, N. Y

We have just returned from  the party’s 
state nominating convention at Schenec. 
tady I t  must be said that we le ft the 
convenion w ith  very little  inspiration. 
One can’t  continue to get enthusiastic 
over omnipresent monolithism. And that 
was jus t how dead this gathering was. 
For a ll the concrete things achieved 
there, the convention m ight ju s t as well 
have been held in Astrakhan or fo r that 
matter, in  Oshkosh.

There were about 400 delegates, her
m etically sealed Stalinites “ representing” 
the International Workers Order, the I. 
L. D. and other kosher mass organiza
tions. Prominent among the big shots 
were the old goose master, I. Amter, 
Wobbling W illiam  Weinstone, etc., who 
are fillin g  the higher places in  the party 
market.

Things dragged along in the usual man
ner w ith the same soap box speeches 
and the same sectarian narrowness. No 
local issues were raised, in  spite o f a ll 
the theses and resolutions about “ lin k 
ing up” . No concrete tasks were out
lined. The “ leaders”  seemed to be in 
tent to restrict themselves to im planting 
illusions in the delegates concerning the 
possible election successes. The burning 
international situation, the crystal-clear 
Fascist danger in  Germany, did not re
ceive even a moment of attention.

Instead, a ll the picayune and petty 
gestures were employed to illustra te  the 
general line. Thus, fo r instance, the 
rig id  insistence on the nomination of 
negro candidates by white comrades and i 
vice versa. This seems to be the best] 
way the Stalinists know of applying a ’ 
correct tactic toward the Negro question, j 
Many comrades are frankly disgusted' 
w ith  this comedy. They realize that i t  
is firs t of a ll necessary to have a serious 
attitude to approach the problem of the 
un ity o f the white and the black workers. 
Some remarked about the sterile, schem
atic way in  which the party treats th is 
problem and mumbled something—in 
jest—about the “dialectic”  capacities of 
the leadership.

But the spice of the program was 
Amter’s proposal to put forward the 
slogan “ to postpone the war so as to 
give the Russian comrades an opportun
ity  to entrench socialism” . We have be
come so accustomed to Amter’s phantas- 
teries that even this gem got by w ith 
out a ripple. A comrade told us that if  
Amter brings this slogan out into the 
open, he would fight it  to the last ditch. 
This is jus t about the lim it of absurdity. 
No serious party comrade is going to 
swallow such a ridiculously pacifist 
slogan. And It would not at a ll be sur
prising i f  a fight around this slogan w ill 
evoke a sort of a geenral denouement 
of the theory of socialism in one coun
try.

Another S talinist convention—another 
peg in  the coffin o f Stalinism. The im 
passe of the bureaucratic leadership is 
becoming more and more apparent. Rest 
assured, the ranks w ill not remain quiet. 
The Left Opposition even is due fo r

BOOKS BY TROTSKY
PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 

REVOLUTION
450 pages Cloth cover $1.50

paper cover 1.00 
GERMANY — THE KEY TO THE  

INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS?*
48 pages paper cover 10c

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION Vol. 1 
522 pages Retail at $4

By Special arrangements w ith the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer i t  to certificate holders at $3 

DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE  
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A Criticism  of Fundamentals* 
Part 1 and 3 140 pages,

cloth bound $1.00
STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 

REVOLUTION*
Part 2 of the D ra ft Program

80 pages 25c 
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

158 pages paper cover 50c
cloth cover $1.00 

PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP
MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.*
48 pages paper cover 15c

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION*
30 pages paper cover 10c

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN  
DANGER*
64 pages paper cover 15c

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL
ISM*
64 pages paper cover 15c

THE TURN IN  THE COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL AND THE  
GERMAN SITUATION*

(out of p rin t) 10c
WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 

THE F IV E  YEAR PLAN*
48 pages paper cover 10c

(Out o f P rin t)
THE REAL SITUATION IN  

RUSSIA
364 pages cloth cover $1.00 

SINCE LENIN D IED
by Max Eastman 

158 pages paper cover 50c 
(out of p rin t)

Bound Volume of a ll the pam
phlets indicated by * Only 100 
copies available. Cloth cover $2.00 
SPECIAL RATES IN  BUNDLE 

ORDERS
___ In  P r e p a r a t i o n
WHAT NEXT?—VITAL QUES

TIONS FOR TH E GERMAN 
PROLETARIAT
200 pages paper cover 50c 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
84 East 10th Street,

New York, N. Y.

The Drug Clerks and the Class Struggle

some surprises—and not a t a ll unplea
sant ones at that.

—PARTY MEMBER.

THE DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL IS 
OUT OF PRINT, BUT IS AVAILABLE 
IN  THE BOUND VOLUMES OF COM
RADE TROTSKY’S PAMPHLETS.

GET A FREE COPY OF PROBLEMS 
OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION 
W ITH A YEAR’S SUB TO THE M IL I
TANT.

IN  PREPARATION: WHAT NEXT?— 
V ita l Questions fo r the German Proletar
ia t ORDER YOUR COPY NOW.

The Recent Beet Strike in Colorado
The strike of 18,000 beet workers in  

Colorado is something new in  that branch 
of agriculture! We have seen before 
the united efforts of beet farmers, seeking 
better contracts w ith  the Great Western 
Sugar Co., whiwch were hailed by A. F. 
of L. bureaucrats as efforts in  unionism. 
We have seen before politicians and 
child welfare societies agitating against 
(?) the enslavement and exploitation of 
five and six year old children in  the 
beet fields o f Colorado. We have seen 
the fru it of the ir demagogy, the federal 
law against child labor, unconstitution- 
alized by the Supreme Court of the U. S. 
We have presented before us fo r the 
firs t time in  the history of th is branch 
of agriculture what we have dreamed 
and yearned fo r and advocated—the ris 
ing of the slaves themselves!

The strike was not a well organized 
one, i t  is true. Shortcomings in defense 
and re lie f work were numerous. Cer
ta in ly the stategy of the strike appeared 
not to have been planned at a ll. But 
what was important and new and v ita l 
was that i t  was not a petty bourgeois 
farmer nor a self-seeking politician pro
position in  th is instance: i t  was a strike 
o f the proletarians themselves, the un
skilled, “ backward” , highly exploited 
sugar beet workers!

There can be no doubt that had the 
strike been well planned apd prepared 
and quickly enough and sufficiently sup
ported by other working class organiza
tions i t  would have constituted a fa r 
greater impetus to fu rther class action 
not only in  this, but also in  other 
branches o f agriculture in  the irrigated 
districts of the southwest; but the work
ing class organizations by and large 
neither understood its importance nor, to 
this day, realize its  place in the building 
of the new unions.

The Trade Union U nity League, which 
led the strike, puzzled and confused from  
zig-zagging on the industria l field, neither 
grasped nor conveyed this meaning from 
analyses of the whole situation or from 
the liv ing  logic that brought onion work
ers in the same d istric t into strike ac
tiv ity  at the same time.

A ll o f which makes it  necessary that 
the reasons why this strike is thefi rst 
page in a whole chapter of new unionism 
and strike struggle, especially in  the 
southwest, be made known.

The workers involved are prim arily 
Mexicans against whom there is nearly 
as much prejudice as there is against 
the Negro agricu ltura l workers of the 
south. Throughout the irrigated dis- 
ticts of Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming 
and Utah they not only work the sugar 
beets but pick the vegetables: peas,
beans, tomatoes etc., that supply the 
many canning factories fo r which these 
parts are famous. For months they 
camp in  the pickle fields eking out a 
mere existence fo r themselves while p il
ing up wealth fo r Keuner and Heinz* 
They pick the potatoes and the fru its.

I f  i t  is true that “ America lives out 
of tin  cans”  then i t  is true that the 
Mexican section of the working class can 
give direct blows to the stomach o f the 
American economic system, can close the 
canning factories fo r want of supplies, 
pickle factories fo r the same reXson, the 
many sugar factories, can leave the 
potatoes ro t in  the ground. - If the Mex- 
ician agricultural workers have anywhere 
near the same qualities the Mexican 
coal miners in  Colorado had in  1927 and 
s till have—and the best workers’ strike 
unorganized as i t  was, m ilitan t enough 
to indicate that they have—then the pro
letarian qualities of these “ hot blooded” 
Latins argues in  favor of fu rther bat
tles and new unionism.

The A. F. ofL. has never got to firs t 
base w ith  the Mexican workers, even 
w ith  those in  the coal mines. Their 
methods and tactics fit neither the needs 
nor the temperaments o f th is people. 
Should the A. F. of L*, even at th is late 
date, attempt to organize the agricul
tu ra l workers it  is not like ly they would 
include the Mexicians as there Is too 
much prejudices against them. For the 
same reason the A. F. of L. jim-crows 
the Negro, refuses to “s tir up the race 
question” , etc I t  w ill continue its pol
icy of accusing, excluding, and working 
against the Mexican workers

The Mexican worker lines up and fights 
fo r industria l unionism. M ilitan t lead
ership is the only leadreship he follows. 
Communist leadership is the leadership 
that w ill trample down the prejudice 
against him and against the Negro work
ers who w ill be in the same organiza
tional movement—and in vast numbers— 
in the states o f Texas and Oklahoma 
when the new awakening spreads that 
fa r. —G. SAUL.

I I .
I t  is obvious, that the principal task 

of the leadership of the Drug Clerks Un
ion consists p rim arily in dispelling the 
illusion of professionalism, which is so 
greatly hampering the development and 
orientation of the drug clerk toward 
unionism, and raise him to the level of 
a class conscious worker. But, to per
form this colossal task, the present lead
ership is particu larly incapable.

The executive board, in order to cover 
up the tremendous gap between its posi
tion as a leader and its  inab ility  to lead, 
garbs itse lf in  a cloak of secrecy. When 
a rank and file r asked the secretary, at 
the last membership meeting, to state 
the reasons fo r not reading the minutes 
of the executive meetings, she answered 
that, "certain methods of organization 
were discussed, which cannot be divulg
ed at present.”  Of course an organiza
tion at times must recognize the right 
of a leading body to deal w ith  matters 
confidentially. A t present, the tru th  is, 
the same manner as a cover serves an 
empty container in a window-display: to 
convey an impression of genuine mer
chandise. The minds of the executive 
members are not only bare of any “sec
ret methods” but are perfect vacuums, 
as fa r as methods o f building a union 
are concerned. “ When a secret is kept 
too long i t  becomes no secret” , say the 
old folks. The executive has been sec
retive too long and has, naturally, 
aroused the suspicion of the membership 
as to the real motive behind the secrecy. 
Disillusionment followed; and the ir con
fidence in  the leadership has been badly 
shaken. Hence the present state of 
apathy among the members.

The elementary method to disperse the 
suffocating illusion o f professionalism 
among the drug clerks consists, quite 
obviously, in  holding membership and 
educational meetings as often as possible, 
in  order to present an opportunity to  an 
ever greater number o f members and 
non-members to express the ir views on 
matters pertaining to the existence and 
growth of the union. And in  this manner 
a ttract the ir interest, arouse their en
thusiasm, and direct this nascent enthu
siasm into chambers o f organizational 
activities, which w ill serve as motive 
power fo r the further progress and 
growth of the organization. The execu
tive, however, has done the exact re
verse. I t  has called meetings in  an ar
b itra ry manner; i t  is oniy a t the last 
membership meeting that a motion was 
passed to hold membership meetings re
gularly, once a month. U n til then, meet
ings were held whenever the executive 
needed the official sanction of the mem
bership on some matter. For instance, 
the last membership meeting was called 
to ra tify  a certain “collective agree
ment” , about which I  shall w rite  a t an
other opportunity.

I t  must be quite obvious that the firs t 
stage o f organizational activities of the 
union, i. e., the transition from  its  amor
phous state into an organized, unified 
and compact body, is fa r from  being com
pleted. As a m atter o f fact, i t  has not 
yet begun. To skip this stage and pass 
over to its  second stage, i. e., to estab
lish the union as a bona fide workers 
body and demand recognition from  their 
bosses, is an adventurous move that is 
sure to meet disaster on its  way.

The present so-called strike  is an at
tempt by the executive board to skip the 
firs t stage of organizational activities and 
plunge into the second stage which may 
prove fa ta l to the feeble structure of 
the union.

The ushering in  of the second stage 
of organized activities of a developing 
union on a yet unorganized industria l 
field is usually signalized by the clarion 
call of a general strike. However, a gen
eral strike o f drug clerks, in  times of 
an ever sharpening crisis and under con
ditions o f a declining drug industry, 
presupposes not only the ra lly ing  o f a 
decisive m ajority of licensed and jun ior 
clerks under the banner o f the unhan 
but also the unqualified, organized sup
port o f the soda-fountain and luncheon
ette workers, who operate an im portant 
branch of the drug store business today. 
I t  goes w ithout saying, that a capable 
revolutionary leadership is an tunfcon- 
ditional prerequisite fo r its  possible suc
cess.

A w ell organized m inority of drug 
clerks, however, can and should develop 
a real struggle AGAINST WAGE CUTS 
AND LONG HOURS in one or two 
stores. Such a struggle w ill necessarily I 
draw the membership into the activities 
o f the s trike : picketing, d istributing c ir - ' 
culars, organizing ’open-air meetings, 
etc., which w ill teach them a valuable 
lesson in  the class struggle and free their 
minds from the fetters o f professionalism 
—the greatest obstacle on the ir road to
ward conciousness.

Moreover, such a strike w ill touch a 
sore spot in  the hearts of the unorgan
ized clerks, arouse the ir sympathy and 
cause them to gravitate toward union, 
ism. In  this manner, the union w ill 
augment its  forces and give greater as
surance to the success of the strike and 
its  spreading to other establishments. 
Even in case of fa ilure, which m ight 
result from the crushing pressure of the 
brutal law of the club and the injunc
tion, i t  w ill disillusion them only w ith 
the “ democracies”  of capitalism rather 
than w ith  the feasib ility of organized re
sistance. I t  w ill only give rise to new 
methods of struggle.

However, to attempt to “ throw a picket 
at the door” , in  order to compel the 
bosses to recognize the union and the 
clerks, “ to jo in  i t  up” , is a method of 
organization entirely inim ical to working 
class organization strategy. This ‘make 
’em jo in ” strategy was originated and 
has been used by the A. F. of L. bureau
cracy; i t  is the incarnation of its  u tter 
contempt fo r the working masses, and

Its manner of subordinating the mem
bership to its  despotic rule by alienating 
them from  the activities of the union 
and cowing them into submissiveness.

In  a period of industria l rebirth, the 
conditions for a “ successful”  application 
of this reactionary, purely A. F. of L. 
“ make 'em jo in ”  strategy are often favor
able. The history of many a local of 
the A. F. of L. has been w ritten under 
its  pressure. But in a period of an ever 
deepening crisis, the ( margin fo r its 
success is rather a precarious one.

However, the eminent fa ilu re  of this 
“ make ’em jo in ” method of organization, 
as it  is being applied by the budding bur
eaucracy of the Drug Clerks’ Union, is 
not only due to the crisis and the ever 
increasing unemployment but largely to 
the anti-working class contents of the 
strategy itself. For it  is u tterly devoid 
of any elements o f appeal, which may 
arouse the personal interest and class 
s ilid a rity  of the drug clerks and thus 
result in their ever expanding union.

On the contrary, this “ make ’em jo in ” 
strategy is apt to precipitate confusion 
w ith in  the ranks, arouse the antagonism 
of the unorganized and in this manner 
result in  an ever narrowing union o f the 
drug clerks.

“ What can we gain by this struggle? 
A t the utmost—a few new members of 
a rather doubtful quality and the union
ization o f a store where union conditions 
w ill never be enforced,”  says one clerk 
to another disenchantedly.

“ You cannot force me into the union— 
there are no jobs anyway,”  criesi de
fiantly the unorganized clerk . . . .

Yes, fellow drug clerks! The success 
o f such an attempt can only gain prestige 
fo r the bureaucracy and tem porarily 
strengthen its  position—but not one 
minim of benefit fo r you! Its  failure, 
however, m ight cause the disintegration 
of the union movement among the drug 
clerks and set i t  back fo r a long period 
to come.

The executive board o f the Drug 
Clerks’ Union, as I  have already point
ed out, is incapable of giving independ
ent leadership and is, therefore, obliged 
to take advice and direction from “ for
eign”  sources. Its  most b rillia n t ideas 
usually emanate from  Louis Sherman, 
head of the HOUSE OF SHERMAN that 
practically controls the activities o f the 
union.

The members o f this notorious house 
are as follow s: (a) Louis Sherman, or
ganizer of the Drug Clerks’ Union. This 
individual has never had any connections 
w ith the drug industry and has never 
organized any kind o f a: union. He suc
ceeded, however, in  impressing a group 
of drug clerks as being an “old hand”  
in organizing unions; his services were 
accepted and paid fo r. Now, since the 
union has become a local of the A. F. o f 
L. outfit, he “ severed”  his relations w ith 
the union and became organizer o f the 
so-called “ Federation o f Retail Drug
gists” , using the union as a tool to 
fu rthe r his own interests.

(b) Mrs. Frances Gargle, Sherman’s 
sister, is secretary-treasurer of the un
ion. Mrs. Gargle is a pharmacist but 
has long ago abandoned the profession 
of pharmacy in favor of matrimony. Her 
awakened interest in  pharmacy in  gener

a l and in  the union In particular is rather 
questionable.

(c) M r. George Sherman, brother of 
Mr. Louis Sherman, is a leading member 
of the Executive Board and parades un
der the name of Gerson. He is not a 
Pharmacist, but a petty swindler, pure 
and simple. These facts, MUST AND 
W ILL BE EXPOSED before the mem
bership at the coming meeting, which 
w ill undoubtedly lead to the downfall of 
the Sherman dynasty. However, the con
sequences o f the upheaval cannot yet 
be foreseen.

I. DREYER.

M IL IT A N T  BUILDERS
W ith Problems of the Chinese Revolu

tion as a premium w ith a year's sub to 
the M ilita n t it  should be fa irly  simple 
to get subs. Every M ilitan t Builder on 
his toes! I t ’s touch and go from now 
on! We expect to clean out the whole 
edition in eight weeks, the bulk of it  in 
six weeks, or jus t about the time What 
Next? comes off the press. A fter that 
the book w ill be unavailable.

What sympathizer o f ours can resist 
such an offer? And what serious Loft 
wing worker can fa il to consider it?  I t  
is entirely up to us to produce results. 
And for that a ll that is needed now is 
a little  energy. We s(>eak from  experi- 
ence. I t  is really astonishingly easy.

52 issues of the Militant and 450 pages 
of comrade Trotsky at his best on the 
Chinese question! A good percentage of 
the population of Minneapolis should 
fa ll under the sustained attack that they 
are planning up there. And in  New 
York—we w ill le t the result speak fo r 
themselves. From Youngstown, from 
Cleveland, from  a ll over come signs that 
w ith  the book as a lever we w ill increase 
the circulation of the M ilitant.

Some time ago we became committed 
to the idea that we were going forward 
w ith  building the circulation o f the 
M ilitant. That Is we set ourselves the 
necesfeary tads going forward steadily 
w ithout downward curves in the graph 
of our progress. . Thus fa r we can record 
a steady, i f  slow, rise. The growing 
staff and its  record prove th a t:

O. Coover 5
M. Beardslee 5
C. R. Hedlund 5
M. Koehler 3
A. Basky 2 1-2
J. SCOTT 2
M. Basin 2
P. Vomvas 2
J. Eichna 2
C. Curtis 2
A. Ehrlich 2
M. Reinl 2
J. Keller 2
W. K itt 2
M. Geldman 1

The record by branches is as follows:
New York 13
Minneapolis 9
Cleveland 5
Pittsburgh 4
Chicago 3
Youngstown 3
St. Louis 2
Kansas C ity 2
Philadelphia 2
Miscellaneous 2

W age Cut tor Federal G ov't Workers
The salaries o f the Federal c iv il ser. 

vice employees have come under the 
knife. As part of the general wage cut
ting drive and the campaign fo r cheaper 
government, $12,000,000 has been slashed 
from the wages of the federal workers 
at one fe ll stroke by the U. S. Congress. 
A fter weeks o f anxious deliberation the 
legislators summoned up enough courage 
to put through the wage cut, under the 
trick  name of the “ furlough b ill.”  Like 
the bonus veterans the c iv il service 
workers crowded every space in  the 
chambers and galleries of the senate to 
watch the ir trusted representatives ap. 
p ly the axe to their payroll.

They were watching a little  show which 
is the firs t act o f unseating the govern
ment employees from  their throne of 
privilege. The strongholds of the labor 
aristocracy are being broken down w ith 
unrelenting consistency. F irs t the 
skilled workers who managed to escape 
the ruthless advance of the new machine 
inventions, were caught in  the wage cut 
drive that was the reward fo r the ir 
docility, class collaborationism, and busi
ness union ventures during the period o f 
“ prosperity” . And now c iv il service 
workers are getting their compensation 
fo r the ir patient service to the capital
is t government in the form  of slashes in 
their envelope. The road is being clear
ed fo r a unified and homogeneous work
ing class movement that w ill cut across 
a ll the trad itional prejudices and strata 
o f the proletariat.

W hile the current economic crisis 
means no good fo r thé workers in  a 
m aterial way it  is a veritable boon for 
the capitalist masters. The ru ling class 
not only takes advantage of the huge 
unemployed army to scale down the 
standard of living but to put the screws 
to their henchmen who run the govern
ment fo r them. They want cheaper and 
more efficient government. The time is 
over, they say, when they can afford to 
squander money on the ir lackeys. The 
leading im perialist government o f the 
world, w ith  a battle on its  hands fo r 
markets and colonies and a discontented 
working class which must be held in 
check, needs a bureaucracy which w ill 
do its work efficiently—on rations. D ur
ing the last few years preceding the 
crisis the expenditures and corruption 
of the federal gov’t  ran the treasury into 
a deficit o f several hundreds of m illions 
of dollars. This must be made up some
how. Certainly, the Wall Street mag-

nates do not intend to pay fo r this out of 
the ir own profits. A fte r squeezing the 
petty bourgeoisie dry in  the stock crash 
they m ilked what remained o f the ir 
rapidly vanishing wealth by the imposi- 
tlo  of a heavy load o f new taxes. But 
this is not enough. Consequently the 
white co llar slaves came in fo r a well 
rounded trimming.

The b ill reducing the wages o f the 
government employees is an Interesting 
commentary on the hypocrisy the capi
ta lis t lickspittles, of the republican and 
democratic parties alike, peddle off in  the 
name of philanthropy. The very name 
o f the b ill is indisputable proof of this.

I t  is called the “ Furlough Plan” . This 
means that instead o f an outright and 
brazen wage cut, the federal employees 
are given a month’s vacation during the 
year—without pay, of course. I t  is 
reasoned, we suppose, that since a ll the 
workers, nowadays are on a more or 
less permanent holiday there is no ground 
to discrim inate against the Washington 
office workers. The b ill is so calculated 
as to put a ll those earning slightly more 
than $1,000 per annum on the five day 
week w ith  a corresponding reduction of 
pay, and on enough vacations to bring 
the ir salaries down to the one thousand 
mark. The b ill even reaches out to the 
country-side to h it the ru ra l m ail car
riers fo r an 8 1-3% cut and a one-eighth 
cut on the ir allowance fo r vehicles. This 
measure w ill no doubt, do its b it to re
move these people from  the “ idiocy of 
rura l life .”  I t  w ill help to make this 
backward section of the working class 
more class conscious.

Another hypocritical gesture of the b ill 
is the 15 percent reduction made in the 
huge salary of the vice-president (evi
dently the value o f Curtis’s sleeping per
formances have declined in the crisis 
deflation), and the 10 per cent cut in  the 
$10,000 salaries o f the congressmen. 
Who can say our legislators are not self- 
sacrificing?

The unmistakable identity of the repu
blicans and democrats is shown by their 
attitude towards the c iv il service work
ers. Only the republicans were more 
“ radical”  in this instance. The democrats 
wanted an outright cut in wages while 
the G. O. P. preferred to camouflage the 
cut w ith the “ furlough plan” . The re
publicans were the stronger, so the dem
ocrats compromised and helped the form
er trim  the office workers.

—CLARKE.
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R E V IE W  O F  
C H IN A  B O O K

(Continued from page 1) 
the situation. That the Chinese revolu
tion of 1925-1927 proved to be a tragedy 
can in  no sense be ascribed to the Op
position. There was no excuse fo r the 
castástrophe from  which the Chinese 
proletariat has not yet emerged, fo r the 
Opposition sounded the tocsin a t every 
point. As you read the book, you are 
impressed by the fact that at no tim e 
did the Opposition make its  criticism  
post factum, when i t  is not so d ifficu lt to 
be wise and see clearly.

The book deals w ith  the revolution in  
a semi-colonial country, in which the 
young bourgeoisie and the proletariat and 
peasantry fought fo r a time on the same 
side of the barricades. There is nothing 
fundamentally new in this relationship 
of forces. V irtua lly  every bourgeois rev
olution in which tne proletariat had the 
possibility of marching a big step fa r
ther towards establishing its  own power, 
has ottered a somewhat sim ilar spectacle. 
We lind it  in  the bourgeois revolutions 
of the last century, where the rising 
capitalist class fought together w ith the 
artisans and nascent proletariat against 
feudalism and absolutism. The policy of 
the bourgeoisie was.: we .make use of 
the people us troops, keep them subor
dinated to us in  the name of the “ united 
fron t against the i dying order” or the 
foreign enemy; and as soon as our vic
tory is assured, we crush the “ counter
revolution at the L e ft” , that is, smash 
the allies o f yesterday. As Marx said, 
tne proletariat which has followed the 
bourgeois watchwords of “ Liberty, F ra t
ern ity, Equality” is rapidly confronted 
w ith  new slogans o f a now trium phant 
bourgeoisie: "A rtille ry , Cavalry, In fan
try .”

i t  was w ith  th is ii. m ind that Marx, 
drawing the lessons of the uprisings of 
1848, wrote to the Communist League in  
1859 his b rillia n t strategical outline of 
the permanent revolution, the theory 
that the proletariat, even in  embryonic 
form , does not come to a halt w ith  the 
victory of its  "a lly ” , the bourgeoisie, but 
strides forward- from  the bourgeois rev
olution against feudalism to the prole
tarian revolution against the bourgeoisie. 
The whole policy of the Le ft Opposition 
in the Chinese revolution was animated 
by the same ijlea which, while i t  was no 
absolute guarantee against defeat, was 
nevertheless the only possible road to 
victory.

China and Russia
W ith this in  mind, it  is a happy coin

cidence that comrade Trotsky’s work on 
China appears at the same time as his 
history of the Kussian revolution. Place 
the two side by side and you have a 
staggering contrast between the policies 
of Bolshevism and Menshevism in  the 
acutest moments of the" two outstanding 
post-war revolutionary movements.

A fter the February revolution in  Rus
sia, the workers were urged by Chernov 
and Tseretelli (and, let us add, by S talin) 
to support the national bourgeoisie “ in 
so fa r as”  i t  fought against the foreign 
enemy. In  China, Stalin and Bucharin 
commanded the Communists to bear in 
mind that the “ outstanding feature”  of 
the revolution was its  “ anti-im perialist 
character” , which allegedly required that 
the bourgeois Kuo M in Tang be sup. 
ported. In  Russia, the Mensheviks 
sought to liquidate the class struggle by

Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left Opposition

Industrialization and the Collectivization of Agriculture in the U. S. S. R.
A t the present time, when even the 

bourgeois world, harassed by its ' deep 
crisis, is grudgingly conceding the advan
tages of plan in  economy and the entire 
Communist world has come to accept i t  
w ith  enthusiasm as an incontrovertible 
idea, i t  is d ifficu lt to realize the stubborn 
resistance encountered by the proposals 
fo r planned industria lization and the col
lectivization of Russian agriculture when 
they were firs t put forward. The Com
munist worker whose head has been sys
tem atically pumped fu ll o f lies and who 
has been taught a history o f the past 
ten years which never took place, fre
quently answers the criticism s of the 
Oppositionist w ith a general reference to 
the undoubted successes o f the Five Year 
Plan. In  nine cases out of ten, however, 
he is not aware of the fact that i t  took 
a five year struggle (1923-1928) of the 
Left Opposition merely to have a Five- 
Year plan adopted by the party leader
ship, that the firs t proposals of the Op
position were dismissed w ith  rid icule and 
abuse, that the firs t Plan proposed by 
the leadership and submitted to a w ither, 
ing criticism  from  the L e ft was fina lly 
thrown on the dust-heap by the leader
ship itse lf; and, fina lly, that every im 
portant step in changing the Plan has 
had to be made under the criticism  of 
the Opposition and in  its  general direc
tion.

The Origins of the Struggle
The introduction o f plan into Soviet 

economy can be traced as fa r back as 
July 1920. The whole railroad and 
transportation system was a wreck. A ll 
attempts a t progress were shattered 
against this obstacle. The party put 
comrade Trotsky in  charge o f rehabill. 
tating the transportation system and on 
the date mentioned the famous “ Order 
No. 1042”  was issued as the firs t of a 
series of systematic measures which 
fina lly brought order and regularity where 
chaos and collapse had prevailed before, 
The attempts made subsequently to dis
credit th is tremendously successful lob 
and its  principal author cannot hide the 
fact that in  its  time i t  was enthusiastic
a lly saluted by Dzherzhinsky, Zinoviev, 
and others, and particu la rly by comrade 
Lenin, who spoke o f i t  as an example 
of what had to  be done in  the other 
branches of industry. The report made 
by Trotsky to the eighth congress of the 
Soviets, based oh this experience, and the 
theses he prepared together w ith  Em- 
shanov, were warmly defended by Lenin 
against the “ skeptics who say: ‘.What 
good is i t  to make forecasts fo r many 
years ahead?’ ”  In  those days too were 
to be found people t  argue against the 
plan to elim inate the prevailing system 
of working from hand to mouth, from  
day to day; but in  Lenin’s time they were 
not the leaders of the party!

The question o f long-term planned 
economy was raised more sharply in  1923 
by comrade Trotsky. Unaided this time

scattered, ind ividualistic agriculture. The paratus gave b irth  to the highly ingen- 
critics o f the Opposition, be i t  said In  ious idea that i f  “ the worst comes to 
passing, never stopped to explain the the worst” , the Soviets could “ w ithdraw”  
-contradiction”  (created by themselves)1 to the position of the “ Old Bolshevik 
in  the ir claim, firs t, tha t Trotsky was op-j slogan o f the democratic dictatorship of 
posed to building socialism in  Russia, the proletariat and peasantry”  ! In  1926, 
and secondly, that he was too extreme in  the Kulak course of Stalinism was push.
his proposals for industria lizing the 
country and particu larly its  agriculture. 
People who are not over-scrupulous in 
crushing an opponent apparently do not 
concern themselves w ith  such trifle s !

From 1923 on, the Opposition pointed 
out, as Lenin said, that the only m aterial 
foundation fo r socialism is large machine 
industry capable of reorganizing agricul
ture as well. Russia’s backwardness 
made the speedy development of shch an 
industry especially imperative in  view 
of the retardation of the international 
revolution. In  addition, the Left wing 
showed, the vast mass o f the peasantry 
was undergoing a process of differentia
tion in  which the rich peasant (the 
Kulak) was growing stronger and making

ed so fa r that—although it  was later re
pealed under Opposition pressure—the 
Central Executive Committee of the So
viets granted the vote to exploiting pea
sants, again, to the Kulak. In  a ll th is 
period, the belated present-day uphold
ers o f the Five Year Plan “ as against 
Trotsky” , not only had industria lization 
and collectivization furthest from their 
minds, were not only its  staunchest op
ponents, but actually steered a directly 
opposite course.

In  1925, that is, even before the 1927 
platform  of the Opposition bloc, comrade 
Trotsky once more wrote in  detail about 
the tremendous possibilities which the 
concentration of economic and political 
power in  the hands of a proletarian dic-

reorganize agriculture, satisfy the needs 
of the peasantry on a cheap basis, and 
provide the economic basis fo r abolish
ing the petty bourgeois strata o f the 
village population.

First Reactions of the Bureaucracy
How did the bureaucracy reply? These 

“practical people”  who would not allow 
themselves to be taken in  by “ fantastic 
ideas”  about planning fo r years in  
vance, launched a furious assault upon 
Trotsky. The brochure in  which he de
veloped his ideas, “The New Course” , was 
v irtua lly  suppressed In the party ; outside 
o f Russia It  remains to th is day a rare
ly-seen and never translated (except into 
French) document. The fragments which 
made the ir way out were Inundated be
neath a flood of misrepresentation and 
calumny. Rykov hastened to report to 
the F ifth  Congress of the Comintern 
that Trotsky’s proposals were a petty 
bourgeois deviation from  Leninism, that 
the Russian party leadership was doing 
a ll i t  could do and a ll tha t could be 
expected o f i t  in  the field of industry 
and agriculture. Stalin sneeringly re
plied to the Opposition’s arguments w ith  
the comment that i t  wasn’t  a plan that 
the peasant needed, but a good ra in  for 
his crops! The danger of a growing 
Kulak strengh was derided (jus t as 
Stalin a few years later derided the idea 
that there was any danger to the rev
olution from Chiang Kai-Shek, and Tom. 
sky saluted the treacherous B ritish  labor 
leaders w ith  a fraternal embrace.

But the Kulak was growing in strength 
and beginning to dominate not only the 
country-side but was also beginning to 
permeate the party—a whole section of

by a Lenin who had already been com. ** w itb  his ide°l°&y- Tbe ®rst t w0

dangerous advances which only the o r. tatorship offered fo r the progress of so- 
ganization of the poor peasants and the ir I ciaiiam, even on the basis of an isolated 
systematic introduction to collective j workers' state. In  “ W ither Russia”  ? he 
farm ing would be able to impede. Thej advanced the idea that even w ith  an in- 
Opposition demanded an industria l pro-, dependent reproduction based on socialist 
gress tha t would be able to dominate and accumulation, the Soviet republic could

in  the villages against the Left wing. 
And in  the cities, in  the meantime, the 
disturbed proletarians were assured by 
Stalin and Bucharin that there was no 
danger whatsoever from  the Kulaks, that 
there were some, i t  is true, but not enough 
t j  worry about. The professional statis
ticians were put to the job of presenting 
tables to prove the “ insignificant percent
age”  o f the Kulaks. The need fo r col
lectivization was minimized to the vanish
ing point, and as late as 1928, the prin
cipal agrarian “ specialist”  of the appar. 
atus, Yakovlev, the commissar fo r agri
culture, declared against the Opposition 
that collective farm ing would fo r years 
to come “ remain little  islets in  the sea 
of private peasant farms” . As late as 
the 15th party congress, where the Op
position leaders were a ll expelled, Rykov 
hectored the Opposition w ith  the ques. 
tio n : I f  the Kulak is so strong why 
hasn’t  he played us some tric k  or other?

Rykov did not have long to wait. Not 
two months passed after the expulsion 
o f Trotsky, Zinoviev and the rest of the 
Left wing, before the Kulak, feeling him
self rid  o f the Bolsheviks in the Russian 
party launched the notorious “ bloodless 
uprising”  o f February 1928. The “ in . 
significant Kulak” proved to have grown

THE ARRESTS 
IN  S P A IN

pelled to w ithdraw from  the party coun
cils, Trotsky laid before the party his 
arguments fo r the elaboration of plan in 
economy in  order to carry out success
fu lly  an industlalizatlon of the country 
and a collectivization of its  backward,

for the publication and distribution of 
comrade Trotsky’s book. I t  does not 
deal w ith  the past alone but w ith  the

the ir "contact commission” . In  China, present as well. S tarting w ith  the prin- 
the Stalinists sought to do the same w ith  cipal thesis submitted by Trotsky to the 
their support to the arb itra tion commis-' Eighth Plenum, w ith  some articles w rit- 
sious. in  Russia, the Mensheviks and1 ten 'a t the same time on current Chinese 
Social Revolutionists curbed the agrar-| events, the reader is taken through a ll 
ian revolution, sought to emasculate the' the stages o f the movement to  the pre- 
Soviets in  the villages, told the peasants sent time. The Canton insurrection of
to w ait fo r land—u n til the provisional 
government was firm ly established and 
the threat of war had subsided. In  
China, Stalin telegraphed instructions 
that the agrarian movement be stopped, 
he argued that Soviets must not be form -

December 1927 is dealt w ith  extensively; 
so is the whole question as i t  was posed 
after the Sixth Congress of the Comin
tern. There w ill be found Trotsky’s 
later polemics against Zinoviev, Manuil- 
sky and Malraux, the French apologist

ed, that the bourgeoisie must not be1 fo r Stalinism. The period of u ltra , 
alienated “ prematurely” . In  Russia, the! Le ftis t adventurism in  China is brought 
Marxian conception of the class nature up to date, and capped w ith  a thorough* 
of the state was replaced by the Tser- ly  documented study called “ Stalin and 
etellis w ith the mystical idea o f the the Chinese Revolution” , a compendium 
"government of the revolutionary dem- of the blunders and worse of the pre- 
ocracy” (the “ democratic dictatorship!” ) ,' sent regime.
which is what the socialists are doing I m  the appendix w ill be found Zinov- 
in Spain at the present moment. In  iev’s thesis in May 1927 which, while 
China, the Stalinists shattered th is not identical w ith  Trotsky’s position, is 
cornerstone of Marxism by championing: tilled w ith  important facts. The sup.
the government and the bloc “ of the four 
classes” .

But while in  Russia this miserable

pressed speeen of Vuyovitch a t the 
Eighth Plenum is also among the ap
pendices, showing how the Opposition

Menshevist burlesque of Marxism was save its  warnings in  time and a ll the
time. The last appendix is the famous 
“Letter of Three Comrades” , S talinist

years of struggle of the Opposition finally 
bore fru it in  the revolt of the revolution
ary Leningrad proletariat in 1925, which 
compelled its  leaders, men like Zinoviev 
who had fathered the campaign against 
"Trotskyism ” , to combine in a bloc w ith 
the 1923 Opposition. The alarm fe lt by 
the Leningrad proletarians at the inroads 
being made by the Kulak and his urban 
associate, the Nepman, was not, how
ever, shared by the crust-hardened bur
eaucracy. Instead of adopting the pro
posals fo r a plan in  economy, for a sys
tematic industria lization o f the country, 
the Stalin-Bucharin leadership steered a 
course towards that same Kulak whom, 
later on, when they had taken frig h t at 
his growth, they sought to “ liquidate” 
at one fe ll swoop, by ukase.

The Slogan: “Enrich Yourselves”
To the already well-to-do peasant 

Bucharin cried out the advice : Enrich 
yourselves! K a lin in  made speeches de
nouncing the poor peasants as lazy good, 
for-nothings because they did not acca 
mulate and praising the diligence and 
industry o f the “ economically powerful 
peasant” , that is, of the Kulak. Pravda 
(in  A p ril 1925) urged that the “ economic 
possibilities of the well-to-do peasant, the 
economic possibilities of the Kulaks, 
must be unfettered” . The Commissariat 
fo r Agriculture of the Georgian Soviets, 
in harmony w ith  the prevailing atmos
phere in the ru ling strata o f the party, 
elaborated a project fo r the denationaliza
tion o f the land. In  the Ukraine, the santry

show a speed of industria l progress un
known and impossible under capitalism. 
H is prediction of a possible 20 percent 
annual growth (and six years later this 
was proved to be an entirely moderate 
figure, entirely attainable), was the sub
ject fo r great merriment among the func
tionaries assembled at one of the party 
congresses, caused by the “ ironical”  
rid icule which S talin showered upon 
the prediction. The official position was 
instead, expressed by Bucharin who put 
forward the perspective that Russia 
would build socialism “ w ith  the speed 
of a tortoise” , at a snail’s pace!

The Platform of 1927
The 1927 platform  of the Opposition 

was the most elaborate and definite pro. 
posal i t  had presented to the party, and 
th is was undoubtedly one of the reasons 
why i t  was so rabidly attacked. I t  was 
officially suppressed by the bureaucracy, 
which refused to  p rin t it. Its  circula
tion in  mimeographed form  was made 
a crime punishable by imprisonment fo r 
exile, and numerous are those in  Siberia 
today fo r having distributed the ideas 
which Stalin was himsef compelled to 
adopt in  large measure two years later. 
In  the Platform , the Opposition demand
ed a categorical condemnation o f the 
firs t Five-Year Plan elaborated by 
Rykov and Krzhizhanovsky, and adopted 
by the party leaders. This tim id, worth
less plan proposed an annual growth of 
9 percent fo r the firs t year and a de
creasing percentage subsequently un til 
it  would reach a 4 percent growth at 
the end o f the plan. The bolder pro
posals submitted by the Opposition, which 
later was proved to be in fin ite ly more 
realistic and applicable, met w ith  just 
as strong a condemnation from  the Stal
inists. On a ll sides the Opposition spokes
men were taunted by the bureaucrats 
w ith the question: Where w ill you get 
the means? —although the expenditures 
for industria l development proposed at 
firs t by the Opposition were greatly ex
ceeded when the current Plan fina lly got 
under way. And when the Opposition 
presented its  proposals fo r raising the 
means by a forced loan from the Kulaks, 
by a lowering of prices based on cut
ting overhead and the bureaucratic ap
paratus, by a s k illfu l u tiliza tion of the 
foreign trade monopoly, etc., the bureau
crats raised a loud hue and cry against 
the “counter-revolutionary Trotskyists” .

In  the days o f the French revolution, 
i t  w ill be remembered, the reaction 
sought to overthrow the rule o f the city 
artisans and revolutionary petty bour-

BARCELONA, SPAIN.—
The arrests o f May 30 are one of the 

most ssandalous cases ever registered in 
the history of a rb itra ry action under the 
Spanish "democracy” .

The publication of El Soviet is legal
ly authorized and according to the law. 
our weekly has, like a ll other papers, 
an official headquarters fo r the editorial 
staff and the adm inistration. Comrades 
generally come to the editoria l office to 
take up questions related to the work 
on the paper, to speak w ith  one o f the 
editors, to get copies of the paper, to 
submit subs, etc. But unexpectedly, the 
police raids the headquarters and a rb it
ra rily  arrests a ll present there on one 
matter or another.

The inspector who directs this raid, 
* is somewhat embarrassed to find that 
the biggest group in  the offices does not 
constitute more than 11 persons, so that 
he actually has no motive to launch the 
accusation of a secret meeting. (Ac
cording to the law, 18 or more people 
constitute a meeting). But what d iffe r
ence does the law make in this most 
democratic of republics! A ll present— 
to the number of 21—are arrested. They 
are brought to the police prefecture and 
then they are jailed in Modelo Prisonto tremendous proportions, to have gain

ed in boldness to the point o f resisting in Ma^rid , indicted fo r holding a “clan- 
the Soviet power by w ithholding grain, define  gathering .
that is, by seeking to starve the prole- ^  *s true secre*: meetings have
tarian cities. Seven years after the in -1 been made lnto a custom and that they 
troductiott o f the N. E. P., the Soviets i do not even observe form alities to give 
were fo r the firs t tim e compelled to re -!tt legal appearance to the arrests, 
introduce armed requisitions o f grain in 
the villages in  order to break the re
sistance o f the “economically powerful
peasant”  friends of Stalin and Bucharin!

Even fu rther, only a few mohths were 
required in  the application of the orig
ina l Five Year Plan of RykoV-Stalin in  
order to demonstrate how thoroughly 
founded had been the Opposition’s c ritic 
ism of its  inadequacy. The apparatus 
was compelled to revise it  v irtu a lly  from  
stem to stern, to imbue i t  w ith  a greater 
scope, greater boldness, greater speed.

Opposition Pilots Advance
I t  Is not w ith in  the purview of this

Ev
ery day, the press brings notices that 
secret meetings o f 9, 7 and even 3 in 
dividuals have been raided, while the 
“ law”  considers a secret gathering a 
meeting of a t least 18 individuals.

The “ ille ga lity ”  o f these arrests is 
manifest. In  our case, the most evident 
proof that the indictment lacks absolutely 
any base whatsoever is seen by the fact 
that none o f the prisoners was in te r, 
rogated by the judge. They were put at 
the disposal of Cesares Qulroga (the 
Police M inister) and are to remain in 
ja il as long as he w ill keep them there*

N aturally, to us the arb itra ry actions 
of the bourgeois republic are not surpris-

article to deal w ith  what has happened I ing. We predicted and announced it  
to the plan for industria lization and col- j when a ll the anarchists were misled by

democratic illusions. But we demand to 
be told clearly whether we have the righ t 
to m aintain our headquarters, to edit 
our paper and i f  we are answered in the 
affirmative, i f  we are to enjoy the p riv il
eges that a ll papers enjoy—or whether 
the authorities are determined to stamp 
out the influence o f the Left Opposition.

Here is the lis t o f the arrested com
rades : Andres N in, Paulino Roig, Jose 
Metge, Enrique Fernandez, Andres San
chez, Emilo Hehrnan, Franciso Gomez, 
Ran ion Gallofre, M txip io  Cartiicero, 
Diego Pastor, Juan Rubio, Narcise Mol- 
lins, Carlotta Duran.

By our CORRESPONDENT.

lectivization under the numerous zig-zags 
to  ultra-Leftism  and back to opportun
ism which Stalin has made since the 
end of 1928. That fa lls  properly into an
other period o f the development of the 
struggle. But in  this sketchy outline 
alone, enough has been referred to make 
it  clear that w ithout the persistent years 
o f struggle o f the L e ft' Opposition, i t  is 
entirely doubtful that even those mea
sures o f progress which have been made 
thus fa r would have been accomplished. 
Left to themselves, unhampered by the 
demands of the Opposition, there is every 
reason to believe that the Stalin-Buch
arin  bloc would have continued to go 
further into that reactionary, national
is t swamp where the Kulak and the other 
classes hostile to the October revolution 
were steadily pulling it.

The essential, positive features of 
the Five Year Plan, the phenomenal suc
cesses which a proletariat in  power has 
been able to show in  the realm of in 
dustria l progress, these are a debt which 
is owed exclusively to the unrem itting 
struggle of the Opposition, and that is 
how the records of history w ill register 
it. The present ruling apparatus w ill 
be pictured there as the stubborn ob
stacle in the road, the adversaries o f 
planned economy, the people Who fo r 
five years delayed adopting an elabor
ated plan, the people who chopped away 
a t the banner-bearers o f Bolshevism 
w ith  axes borrowed from  the ideological 
armory of the class enemy. They w ill 
be recorded as the instruments employ
ed by those alien to the revolution to

geoisie by inciting the peasants against ^  agaif  the, ° Pp0Siti" n’ as the pro' 
them, by arousing every one o f the back- teCt° ra. and sp°kesmen ‘ he counter, 
ward, reactionary prejudices o f the 
French peasants against the “ predatory
capiatl.”  Such a course is a distinguish- 
ig feature o f anti-revolutionism. And 
true to themselves, the bureaucracy which 
had come to the top on the basis of the 
post-1923 reaction, made use of the same 
methods. Stalin, Rykov and Kuybischev 
signed a manifesto to the whole Russian 
people announcing to the peasants that 
the Opposition proposed “ to rob the pea- 

The lesser bureaucrats carried

swept off the stage o f events by the wis
dom and authority o f Lenin, the Russian 
revolution and the Comintern, authority 
usurped and violated by the present ru l
ing clique. The essential difference be
tween the two revolutions is that in 
Russia, the brie f farce of Menshev
ism was played by the Menshevik 
party leaders, whereas in  China 
the ir role was assumed w ith  cal
amitous consequences by Stalin and 
Bucharin, the official spokesmen fo r Bol
shevism! What sardonic satisfaction it  
must have given the ghost o f Martov to 
see himself so w ell impersonated, w ith  
his worst features and to the b itte r end, 
in the events o f the Chinese revolution!

Not even the most elaborate review— 
and much less a b rie f one—can do jus
tice to the present volume. For that, 
you must read and study the book itse lf. 
In  the literature  of Stalinism, there is 
very little  to be read about the Chinese 
revolution. That is comprehensible, fo r 
the bureaucrats must feel that the less 
said about this question the better fo r 
them. The opportunists hate to be con
fronted w ith  the ir own recent past; they 
thrive on the forgetfulness or ignorance 
of the masses.

supporters in  China who, independently, 
corroborated a ll the contentions put fo r
ward against the party line in  Moscow 
by the Opposition leaders. A  convenient 
glossary o f names and terms completes 
the book.

This work of some 450 pages, well 
printed and bound, sells a t the exceed
ingly low price of $1.00 in  paper and 
$1.50 in cloth, prices not only more than 
in  accord w ith  the times but also w ith 
the need of d istributing i t  as widely and 
speedily as possible. W ith a ll respects 
to pamphleteering and if  we are not to 
be misunderstood, th is is not simply a 
transient pamphlet. I t  is the most fun
damental study of fhe Chinese revolution 
to appear in  the camp o f the Marxians. 
We may well be proud o f having pro
duced it  in 'English when most of i t  
has yet to appear in  other modern lan
guages. I t  is a tremendous weapon in 
oui hands, an instrument fo r opening up 
closed minds, fo r educating even those 
who are educated . . .  I t  is a permanent 
contribution, in the same sense as were 
Marx’s and Lenin’s studies of the de
feats suffered by the proletariat in  
other epochs. Like thepi, i t  w ill clear j

supporters of the Stalin-Bucharin ap- on an even more reactionary propaganda
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revolutionary “economists”  and “ special
ists”  who, it  was later revealed, drew 
up a ll their economic proposals, the pro
posals which were used as the main 
arguments against the Opposition and 
its  platform . I f  history is w ritten ob
jectively that is what it  w ill record. The 
Opposition has not today and never w ill 
have cause to be anything but proud 
of the verdict the fu ture w ill pronounce.

—SHACHTMAN.

The next article w ill deal w ith  the 
breaking up of the Right-Center (Buch- 
arin-S talin) bloc and the u ltra-Left zig
zags o f Stalinism.
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Prize Contest!
We offer a fu ll set o f the collected 

works of J. Stalin—vest pocket edi
tion—to any party comrade who w ill 
identify the author of the follow ing 
lines. As a special prize to Lenin 
School students we offer—the fu ll 
Stalin interview as given to Em il 
Ludwig.
“ But to overthrow the power of the 

bourgeoisie and establish that of the pro
le taria t in a single country is s till not 
to assure the complete victory of social
ism. The chief task the organization 
o f socialist production, is s till to be ac
complished. Can we succeed and secure 
the definitive victory o f socialism in one 
country without the combined efforts of 
the proletarians of several advanced 
countries? Most certainly not. The ef
fo rts of a single country are enough to 
overthrow the bourgeoisie: this is what 
the history of our revolution (the Octo
ber revolution—Ed.) proves. But for 
the definite triumph of socialism, the or
ganization of socialist production, the 
efforts of one country alone are not 
enough, particularly of an essentially 
ru ra l country like Russia; the efforts of 
the proletarians of several countries are 
needed. So the victorious revolution in 
one country lias for Its essential task to 
develop and support the revolution in 
others”.

Watch for the righ t answer in next 
week’s M ilitan t.

Pamphlets Wanted
I f  comrades throughout the country 

w ill send us the ir spare copies o f The 
Draft Program, World Unemployment and 
the Five Year Plan and The Turn in the 
C. I. and the Situation in Germany we 
w ill be able to .make up an additional 
number o f Bound Volumes of the pam
phlets. To the comrades who send them 
4n’ we w ill give credit against their 
copies of the Bound Volumes. Problems 
of the Chinese Revolution, What Next? 
or any of the other works by comrade 
Trotsky.

P I C N I C !  P I C N I C !
For the Benefit of the 

Spanish Youth Opposition Paper
The Spanish Opposition Youth, grow

ing daily, have reached the point where 
they are ready to publish the ir own youth 
organ, Joven Espartieo.

They depend upon us fo r financial aid. 
Let us show our solidarity w ith  them! 
Let us make th is picnic a grand success!

Proceeds to be forwarded to Joven 
Espartieo,

Under the auspices of Spartacus Youth 
Club.
Remember the date:
SUNDAY, JULY 10th, at 10:00 A. M.

Place:
T I B B E T T S  B R O O K  P A R K
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The Slogan of the Defense of the  U.S.S.R.
The sharpening world economic crisis 

has already passed over to a semi-open 
conflict between the im perialist powers, 
tirs t in South America and then in  Asia, 
and has now drawn into this o rb it the 
la te  of the Soviet Union, through the 
German situation, the Manchurian devel
opments and the internal economic ef
fects flowing from  the contradictions. In  
such a trying  period the defense of the 
Soviet Union must be of firs t considera
tion for every Communist. The Com
munist party has righ tly  considered it  
its  duty to lead the struggle fo r the de
fense of the Soviet Union. But the lead, 
ers have le ft unanswered the question 
of how to defend the Soviet Union.

Since Stalinism has gained control of 
the C. I., and the Soviet Union the slogan 
of the Defense of the Soviet Union has 
been thrown around fast and furious. 
Day in and day out, in  America, the 
slogan, “ Defend the Soviet Union” rings 
in  our ears. One would th ink, as i f  by 
magic, this slogan w ill throw a spell over 
the world and create an iron ring around 
the Soviet Union. But one only needs to 
remember: "We” can build socialism in 
one country " if ”  we can prevent in ter
vention, and then we can understand 
why this slogan Is used in  such large 
doses. On the false basis o f the theory 
of socialism in  one country sprouted the 
misuse o f the slogan, “ Defend the Soviet 
Union.”

Propose of Slogans
Slogans are not abstractions above the 

ebbs and flows of the class struggle. To 
issue Slogans for the establishing of So
viets a fter the revolution has turned its  
back or to  issue slogans fo r the Soviet 
to  seize power before the vanguard and 
the class are prepared, is to make a 
mockery og revolutionary slogans. Cen
trism  and the B ight wing have used this 
slogan year in  and year out—because 
there is danger of intervention. In  th is 
same period the Soviet officials. Including 
Stalin, have informed us that world 
Capitalism and the Soviet Union can 
exist peacefully side by side. The con. 
trad ictory position of the C. I. and the 
Soviet officials flows logically from  the 
wrong theory of socialism in  one country.

Capitalism w ill never cease its  strug
gle against the Soviet Union. The form 
of the struggle changes from  time to 
time. In  periods of economic war be
tween the two systems, the constant use 
of the slogan converts i t  into so many 
hollow words, transform ing sections of 
the C. I., from  fighting units fo r the 
overthrow of their own capitalists, to 
auxiliaries to prevent intervention against 
the Soviet Union. In  times when econ
omic war is being transformed into open 
m ilita ry  war against the Soviet Union, 
the slogan, ‘Defend the Soviet Union” 
has meaning. Even then i t  w ill have to 
he concretized. Centrism has converted 
this slogan into a meaningless phrase.

To defend the Soviet Union one must 
know HOW to defend our fatherland. 
We a ll agree it  cannot be accomplished 
the “ socialist”  way. The “ socialists” 
issue the slogan, “ Hands off the Soviet 
Union” and then the Second Internation
al’s representatives in the capita list gov
ernments render fu ll aid to the imperial
ists in  their struggles against the So
viets.

R ight & Centre Misuse Slogan
We must also realize, on the other 

hand, the R ight and Centre wing o f 
Communism in  using the slogan, “ Defend 
the Soviet Union” , and then turning 
around and advocating, opportunist or 
adventurist policies in  China, in  Spain, 
in  Germany and the rest of the world are 
in  words, but not in  action, defending 
the Soviet Union.

Marxism is not distinguished from op
portunism merely by abstract slogans. 
Slogans must have revolutionary con
tent and be issued to f it  the concrete s it
uation. How could the Chinese workers 
and peasants defend the Soyiet Union in 
1926-27? How could the E. C. o f the C. 
I. defend the Soviet Union in the Chi
nese Revolution? How could the world 
proletariat defend the Soviet Union in  
the Chinese Revolution? Not by repeat
ing in  prayer-like fashion the slogan, 
“ Defend the Soviet Union” . The only 
way the Communists could defend the 
Soviet Union and a ll that goes w ith  it  
was by pounding out and executing a 
Marxian policy in the Chinese revolution. 
The 'Right-Centre bloc failed in  this 
task and persecuted and expelled the 
Le ft Opposition fo r advocating the only 
policy that could m aterially defend the 
Soviet Union and the W orld Revolution.

Scare Headlines on Manchuria
For over a half year the D aily Worker 

has presented scare headlines on the 
Manchurian situation w ith  countless col
umns of news but not one M arxian an
alysis o f its  relation to the world situa
tion. In  the last two months the Jap
anese army has been advancing toward 
the borders of the Soviet Union. The 
danger from  the side o f Japanese imper
ialism  has grown in the last two months. 
But the way the Daily Worker has han
dled this problem, the Communist fo l
lowers’ consciousness has been dulled 
rather than sharpened.

An analysis o f the process of Japanese 
consblidation in Manchuria, a necessary 
base for an attack on the Soviet Union: 
the relations of the East to the European 
allies and the events in  Germany would 
keep the world proletariat informed at 
each step, enabling us to take the pro
per steps to defend the Soviet Union.

The defense o f the Soviet Union can
not be satisfied by the slogan o f: “ De
fend the Soviet Union,”  To defend the 
Soviet Union one must concretize slogans 
fo r : each. situation. For th is ' purpose, 
one must approach the problem, not from  
the position of building socialism in  one 
country, but from  the position o f the 
world revolution, from  the standpoint of 
the Permanent Revolution, which also

makes necessary the industrialization of 
the Soviet Union as rapidly as possible. 
A Chinese revolution, a Manchurian in 
vasion, a Spanish revolution and a strug
gle fo r power w ith  the Fascists in  Ger
many calls fo r different methods, forms 
and slogans in  order to «defend the So
viet Union.

Civil War, In  Germany
When C iv il War threatens Germany, 

when the C. I. policies in  Germany need 
a complete overhauling when a Fascist 
victory in  Germany w ill mean a direct 
threat of death hanging over the Soviet 
Union—the world-wide use of the slogan, 
“ Defend the Soviet Union” , w ithout a 
word or analysis, w ithout pointing out 
the road to struggle is the best way how 
not to defend the Soviet Union, how to 
make a joke out of the slogan.

Thè Communist League of America, 
the Le ft Opposition stands in  the fore , 
fron t in the struggle fo r the defense of 
the Soviet Union by standing in  the fore
fron t of the international class battles, 
analyzing, pointing out and leading the 
way in the struggle fo r a correct Marx
ian line, w ith in  the Soviet Union and 
throughout the world.

—H. O.

Bonus Battle
(Continued from  page I )  

passenger tra in  from  Cumberland on. 
Instead, the fe ight cars were stranded 
somewhere in  one o f the damp cold A l
legheny valleys. A ll n ight long the 
hungry men shivered w ith  cold. The 
next morning, the cars were taken 
through Cumberland where the men pro-' 
tested the double crossing o f ra ilroad] 
officials. (Other contingents had s im ila r' 
experiences.) They demanded they be 
put on a passenger tra in , as promised. 
The petty officials passed the buck, one 
to the others. F ina lly the men were 
again put on a freighter fo r Washington 
and fo r the hospital.

Under those conditions, the govern
ment officials fear an epidemic w ill break 
out, which o f course is like ly But the 
prescription of the goverment doctors 
is not that the government should pro
vide sanitary camps, cots aî d decent 
food, but that the men Should disband.

What these experts really fear is an 
“ epidemic” o f protests demands and m ili
tant action. These chinovnicks, -these 
bureaucratic Canutes are trying  to stem 
the gathering revolutionary tide. They 
are working day and night to Intim idate 
the soldiers, to break them up and keep 
them isolated from the twelve m illion 
unemployed and the organized working 
class, w ith  whom, and only w ith  whom 
they can solve the question o f bread, 
work and freedom. They can solve it  
only by the overthrow of the capitalist 
system that threw them into the 
butchery o f the last war, and is now 
cynically throwing them on the scrap- 
heap, like so much useless machinery.

Vets In Militant Mood
“ Did the United States ever have rag

ged soldiers?—Not u n til today,”  reads 
one slogan. “ M illions for war—not a cent 
fo r the hungry.”  “ We need cash—not 
a tombstone”—these are typical slogans 
across the rusty dilapidated autos about 
the camp. “ What are you going to  do, 
Uncle Sam?” , asks another.

During the day I  was there, there 
were several rallies. The men were ad
dressed by some pious congressmen, who 
promised to work fo r the passing o f the 
Bonus B ill. They cheered him loud and 
strong every time he assured them they’d 
w in the ir demand. The sergeant who 
was beside the congressman conducted 
the cheering, as though the men were at 
a schoolboys’ ra lly . Toward the end of 
the proceedings, this sergeant was handed 
a telegram from Father Coughlin pro
m ising a $5,000 contribution—on one con
dition—that it  would not be used fo r the 
benefit of the reds and other radicals. 
(These Cbrisian fa thers!)

“ Just imagine who i t  is from ,” spoke 
the sergeant who grins w ith every con
gressman and secret-serviceman, “ just 
imagine, from  Father Coughlin!—Hip, 
hip, boys, now three cheers!”

A fter the cheering he continues, “ I f  
you’l l  fight clean, i f  you’l l  fight upright 
and stay away from these communists, 
we’l l  get more contributions and nobody 
w ill go hungry.”

W hile he was speaking, a “ regimental 
commander” , a fa t pug, flanked by two 
“ bulls” , was going through the crowd, 
stopping to speak to small groups. “ Look 
here boys, i f  any o f the Communists 
open the ir mouth, go b iff—righ t in  the 
m outh!”  He thrust his fis t out to show 
them how. The sergeant on the speak
ers’ stand was shouting, “ F ight clean, 
fight upright, stay away from  these Com
munistic people. A ll here who are 
against the Communists say: Aye! Hip, 
h ip !”

Now, the firs t cheer was loud, but 
only at the outer- portions of the crowd. 
The second was d istinctly muffled. The 
th ird  cheer fe ll almost dead; the soldiers 
refused to raise their voices and although 
you did not hear it, you fe lt the m utter
ing and rumbling of the men.

The secret-servicemen and the “ regi
mental commanders” , as I ’ve said, are 
doing everything to prevent the issues 
from  being brought before the soldiers. 
Openly and secretly they are intim idating 
the men. Of course they can’t  liquidate 
the one demand fo r cash in  the palm of 
the ir hand—which is the ir one strength. 
And i t  may be this demand, now that 
the b ill is defeated, that w ill be the 
piercing point that w ill cut a path to 
the other (sections o f the organized 
working class. Meanwhile they are iso
lated,—soldiers of fortune. They are 
like a mass o f dangling roots in  mid-

Unemployment
(Continued from  page 1) 

present situation in  the follow ing term s: 
“ Never has there been a clearer demon
stration of the part that the accumula
tion of capital . . . plays in  normal busi
ness activity. Every promise of sustain
ed improvement in  the industries making 
goods fo r personal consumption has 
failed of realization because supporting 
improvements in the ‘capital goods’ in 
dustries has not occurred.”

Yes, the capital goods production— 
production of means of production—fa il
ed to improve. And quite naturally so. 
Just remember the enormous production 
capacity now unused. This is the con
stant part of capital which in  the pro
cess of accumulation increases much 
more rapidly than variable capital (labor 
power). In  other words there is already 
such a huge overproduction of capital—- 
o f means o f production—to the extent 
that they serve : s capital.

One can get a glance from another 
angle of the capital investment problem 
by merely taking a look at the figures 
of new capital emissions. According to 
Otto P. Schwa rzchild, president o f the 
National S tatistical Service Inc., the 
to ta l new financing in  the United States 
(stocks and bonds, but not including 
municipal bond issues) fo r the firs t five 
months of this year aggregated $229,- 
078,00. This compares w ith a to ta l fo r 
the firs t five months of last year of 
$1.600,697,000; and fo r the same period 
o f 1930, o f a to ta l of $2,869,080,000. From 
this firs t crisis year t i l l  today there is 
a drop o f 92 percent in  capital emissions.

These figures illustra te  but once again 
the fact that during times of crisis the 
demand for industria l capital seriously 
diminishes. And yet the “ wise”  capital
is t rulers speak o f the, expansion of 
credits to s ta rt the wheels o f industry 
tu rn ing ! For them, however, the ques. 
tion s till remains: how are they going 
to “ break the backbone of the crisis?”

The Government’s Part
“ The government must firs t bring its  

house in order” , Insists the W all Street 
bankers. "The budget must be balanced” , 
was their demand. Now it  is halanced— 
at least, it  is a sort of a balance. Pro
visions are'made fo r supporting the policy 
of credit expansion. But this credit ex
pansion, instead of turning the wheels 
of industry, goes into loan capital to pay 
previously contracted obligations. So, 
in other words, the government becomes 
a more active guarantor fo r these loans 
advanced to pay interests and principals 
to the marauding brigands of W all St. 
The budget balancing has extended taxa
tion to make up fo r the expense; and, 
of course, the excursion into the field 
of indirect taxation met w ith  some suc
cess. The sales tax schemes were fina l
ly, in the main, put over, leaving the 
collections fo r payment o f the b ills a 
broader field, embracing a ll who are 
s till in a position to buy.
. Apparently the so-called re lie f b ills 
penSlng before Congress are also mak
ing progress. The ideas of those sen
ators and representatives, who cham
pion the interests of the petty bourge
oisie, to secure large appropriations fo r 
public works, are rather violently frown
ed upon. That would be too much like  
a dole. The Wagner b ill now before the 
Senate meets the favor of those repre
senting the higher brackets o f present 
society. I t  provides fo r $300,000,000 in  
loans to the states—a drop in  the' bucket 
even as charity fo r the m illions o f un
employed. I t  provides fo r $500,000,000 
for public works—to be spread over a 
long period of time. I t  provides for 
$1,500,000,000 in debenture fo r loans to 
what is called self liquidating enter
prises, th is to be administered by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation.

The Problems S till Remains
The government is surely putting its 

house in order and follow ing closely the 
most hopeful designs of the W all Street 
pirates. Further enormous sums in  
credit expansion are to be made avail
able w ith  the hope that the wished fo r 
business expansion w ill result. But there 
is s till a long way to go and that de
pends entirely on different factors. To 
recapitulate some o f these factors are: 
(1) Restoration of confidence, w ithin 
capitalism, in  the continuity of the pro
cess of reproduction. This is not a mere 
abstract problem; i t  involves such ques
tions as'markets, pro fit rate, etc. (2) 
Raising of the present level o f commo
d ity prices. This in  other words w ill 
mean, at least, a degree of inflation 
which is practically on the way. (3) 
Checking the fa ll in  the rate o f profit 
by fu rther increase of capital and thus 
increasing the mass of profit. This is 
the crux of the problem. I t  spells an 
increase in  the intensity o f exploitation 
and fu rther depression o f the wage level.

In  this we consider only the home 
fro n t; there s till remains fo r considera
tion such questions as prospects in  the 
world market. But these indications 
alone bear witness to the coming higher 
composition of capital and w ith  i t  the 
greater intensity o f compettion and of 
class conflicts. They indicate the enor
mous contradictions in  preparation fo r 
the next stage.

—ARNE SWABECK.
(Another article  in  th is series w ill 

follow  next week, dealing especially w ith  
the world markets and some prospects—■ 
Ed.)

a ir, and lest they shrivel and die, i t  is 
extremely necessary to carry them over 
to the soil of the revolutionary prole
taria t.

The soldiers are ready to listen to us. 
We must win them over. Concentrate 
your work on Washington.

-EX-SO LD IE R .

A  Political Biography of Stalin . . . .
by LE O N  TROTSKY

E ditor’s Note
The D aily Worker last week published 

Stalin’s interview w ith  Em il Ludwig, in 
which the in fa llib le , the best disciple of 
Lenin spouts freely the wisdom of latter- 
day Bolshevism. Among other things, 
he burls another o f his notorious stink- 
bombs against comrade Trotsky. I t  suf
fices to characterize the Best Disciple 
by reprinting the fo llow ing lines from 
“ Materials for a P o litica l Biography of 
Stalin” , w ritten some time ago by our 
comrade.—Ed.

Blight years of struggle since Leuin; 
eight years of struggle against T ro tsky; 
eight years of the regime of the epigones, 
firs t the “ three” , then the “ seven” , and 
fina lly the “one”—this entire significant 
period o f the decline of the revolution, o f 
its  ebbing on an international scale, of 
the lowering of its  theoretical leve l; 
brought us to a, in  the highest degree, 
c ritica l point. In  the bureaucratic 
trium ph of Stalin a great h istorical per
iod is culminated and, at the same time 
the inevitab ility  of its  defeat in  the near 
future is indicated. The culm ination of 
burocracy foretells its  crisis. I t  may be 
very much sw ifter than its  growth *and 
rise. The regime of national socialism 
and its  hero come under the blows not 
only o f inner contradictions, but also of 
the international revolutionary move
ment. The world crisis w ill give the la t
ter a series o f new impulsions. The van
guard of the proletariat w ill not be able 
and w illing  to suffocate In the clutches 
of a Molotovist leadership. The person
al responsibility of Stalin is fu lly  in 
volved. Doubts and anxiety have enter
ed the souls of even the most trained 
ones. And Stalin cannot give more than 
he has. He is threatened w ith  a de
scent which may prove to be sw ifter in 
proportion to the a rtific ia l character of 
his ascent.

In  any case Stalin is the central figure 
in the present unstable period. The 
characteristics of Stalin have a great 
political interest in connection w ith  the 
course of the sixteenth congress. The 
present issue of the Bulletin is devoted 
to a considerable extent to a character
ization of the chief o f the apparatus, 
as a political worker and as a theoretic
ian.

In  the follow ing lines we want to con. 
tribute some material to the political 
biography o f Stalin. Our m aterial is ex
tremely incomplete. We choose the most 
essential from what we have in  our 
archives. But in  our archives, as yet.

biographies. These documents we do 
not have. The extreme inadequacy of 
our inform ation must be kept in  view, 
in  appraising the follow ing m aterial.

* » * *
1. On December 23, 1925 the fo llow 

ing police inform ation was published in 
the party organ, Zaria Vostoka, by
Stalin’s closest friends: “ B'rom the in 
formation received by me again from
the agency, D jugavshvili was known in  
the organization by the nicknames, Soso 
and Koba ; worked from  1902 in  the so
cial democratic party organization firs t 
as a menshevik and then as a bolshevik, 
as a propagandist and leader o f the firs t 
d is tric t (ra ilroad ).”  In  reference to
this police information about Stalin pub
lished by his adherents no refutation has 
appeared anywhwere, as fa r as we know. 
From this information it  transpires that 
Stalin began his work as a menshevik.

2. In  1905 Stalin belonged to the 
bolcheviks and was taking an active 
part in the struggle. What were his 
views on the character and perspectives 
of the revolution? As fa r as we know 
there are no documents in  circulation on 
this account. No articles, speeches, or 
resolutions by Stalin have been reprinted. 
Why? Obviously because the republica
tion of Stalin’s articles or letters fo r 
that period could only damage his poli
tica l biography. There is) no other ex
planation o f the stubborn forgetfulness 
of the “ chief’s”  past.

3. In  1907 S talin took part in  the 
expropriation of the bank of T iflis . The 
mensheviks follow ing the bourgeois phil- 
listines expressed indignation against the 
“conspiratorial” methods o f bolshevism 
end its “ anarcho-Blanquism” . We can 
have only one attitude toward th is indig
nation : contempt The fact of taking 
part in a resolute, tho only partia l blow 
at the enemy can add only honor to the 
revolutionary resoluteness of Stalin. I t  
is astonishing, however, that this fact has 
been removed in cowardly manner from  
a ll the official biographies of Stalin? Is 
it  in the name of burocratic respectabil
ity? A fter a ll we th ink not. I t  is more 
like ly fo r politica l reasons. For, i f  pa r-1 
ticlpation in expropriation in itse lf can
not compromise a revolutionist in  the 
eyes of revolutionists, the false political 
appraisal of that situation compromises' 
Stalin as a politician. Separate blows 
at the institutions of the enemy, includ- ] 
ing “ treasuries” , are compatible only ] 
w ith  the revolutionery offensive of the 
masses; i. e., w ith  the ascent of the rev-' 
olution. When the masses are retreating,! 
partial, separate, partisan blows unavoid-]

conciliationalism, fo r conciliationism  was 
an ideological current which strove to 
create a principled platform ,—we have 
a blind empiricism which entirely dis
dains the principle problems of the rev
olution.

I t  isn’t  d ifficu lt to imagine what a 
castigation the editorship of the Zaria 
Vostoka got fo r publishing tills  letter, 
and what measures were taken on a gen
eral governmental scale to prevent such 
letters from appearing in  the future.

6. In  his report a t the seventh plenum 
of the E. C. C. I. (1926) Stalin character
ized the party’s past in the follow ing 
manner: “  . . . the history o f our party 
if  taken from the moment o f its  b irth  
in the form  of a Bolshevik group in 
1903, and traced through its  subsequent 
stages up to our tim e ; can be said w ith
out exaggeration, to be a history o f the 
struggle of contradictions inside the 
party—there is not and cannot be a 
‘middle’ line in questions o f a principle 
character—” . These imposing words are 
aimed against ideological "conciliation- 
ism ; in ' relation to those against whom 
Stalin led a struggle. But these absolute 
formulas o f ideological irreconciliab ility 
are entirely contradictory to the po litica l 
physiognomy and politica l past of Stalin 
himself. He was, as an empiricist, an 
organic conciliator, but particu larly as 
an em piricist he did not give his concilia- 
tiouism a principled expression.

7. In  1912 Stalin contributed to the 
legal paper of the Bolsheviks, Zvesda 
(The S tar). The Petersburg editorial 
board in d irect struggle w ith  Lenin, is
sued th is paper at firs t as a concilia- 
tionlst organ. Here is what Stalin wrote 
in the programmatic e d ito ria l: “  . . . we 
w ill be satisfied if  the paper, not fa llin g  
into the politica l infatuations of the d if
ferent fractions, w ill succeessfully de
fend the sp iritua l treasures o f the dem
ocracy, on whch at present obvious en
emies and false friends are boldly en
croaching”  (Revolution and C. P. S. U. 
(B ) in “ Materials and Documents” , Vol. 
5, page 101-102).

The phrase about political Infatuations 
of different ( ! )  fractions is aimed whol
ly at Lenin, at his “ tempests in teapots” , 
at his eternal readiness to “ climb on the 
w all” , out of some “politica l infatua
tions.”

S talin ’s article, in this manner, entirely 
coincides w ith the vulgar-conciliationist 
tendency of the above quoted letter of 
1911, and wholly contradicts his later 
announcement o f the im perm issibility of 
a middle line in questions of a principle 
character.

many essential, maybe the most impor
tant m aterial and documents are tempor
a rily  missing. From the archives o f the 
police department which intercepted and 
copied in the course o f decades the le t
ters o f revolutionaries, documents, etc., 
Stalin in  the course o f the last years 
has meticulously collected m aterial w ith 
the help o f which he was able on the 
one hand to maintain a hold on insuf
ficiently reliable friends, throw  a shadow 
on opponents, and, prim arily, protect 
himself and his adherents against the 
publication of these or other excerpts or 
episodes which would damage the false 
monolithism a rtifica lly  created by the ir

Back Numbers of 
M ilitant Wanted

Some time ago >vu issued an appeal 
for,m issing back numbers of The M ili
tant. As a result of this appeal com. 
rades in  different parts o f the country 
sent in what they had and we made up 
a number of flies which are now on 
sale. We are sure that comrades s till 
have in  their possession extra copies o f 
the numbers we need. I f  they w ill send 
them in at once we w ill be able to make 
up an additional number of files. We 
need not emphasize the financial impor
tance of the sale of these files to us. 
I t  is obvious.

The numbers we need are: Vol. 1, No. 
1, November 15, 1928; Vol. 2 No. 4, Feb
runary 18, 1929; Vol. 3, No. 31, October 
1, 1930; Vol. 4, No. 2, January 15. 1931; 
Vol. 4, No. 10, May 15, 1931.

We need a ll o f these numbers, but at 
the moment we need the last one a little  
more than .the others. A little  more 
than a year ago we made up a number 
of files o f TT»e M ilitan t from Vol. 1, No. 
1 to  the last issue o f 1930. Comrades 
who bought these files have been waiting 
fo r bound files of the subsequent issues.

We need about th irty  of the missing 
issues fo r 1931. Comrades, don’t  wait. 
Send in  a ll of these issues that you have 
at once.

What Next?
On August 1 What Next? w ill be off 

the press. Work is going forward on it  
steadily and rapidly. We would like  to 
get i t  off sooner because of the sw ift 
pace of the developments in the German 
situation. Whether we can do i t  de
pends to  a large extent on the response 
to the China book and to the number 
o f paid advance orders that our com
rades can get NOW. Every advance 
paid order mores the date up a little .

The book w ill be approximately 150 
pages. I t  w ill be put up in  paper covers 
a t 50 cents each, and in  cloth at $1. The 
usual reduced rates fo r bundle orders 
w ill apply.

Now comrades It is up to you! I f  you 
want to see WHAT NEXT? out sooner 
than August 1 help us by pushing the 
China book‘ and by getting paid advance 
orders fo r WHAT NEXT?,----- NOW.

ably degenerate into adventures and lead 
to demoralization of the party. In  1907 
the revolution was receding and the ex
propriations degenerated Into adventures. 
Stalin, a t any rate, showed in  that per. 
lod that he was unable to distinguish 
between high and low tides. He w ill dis
close in  the fu ture more than once (Es- 
thonia, Bulgaria, Canton, the th ird  per
iod) incapability of po litical orientation 
on a broad scale.

4. Stalin, from the time of the firs t 
revolution leads the life  of a professional 
revolutionist. Prisons, exiles, escapes. 
But during the entire period o f the re
action (1907-11) we do not find a single 
document—article, letter, resolution—in  
which Stalin formulated his own ap
praisal of the situation and its  perspec
tives. I t  is impossible that such docu
ments do not exist. I t  is impossible that 
they are not preserved, i f  only in the 
archives of the police department. Why 
don’t they appear in  the press? I t  is 
perfectly obvious w hy: they are unable 
to strengthen the absurd characterization 
of the theoretical and political in fa lll- 
b iliy  that the apparatus, which means 
Stalin himself—creates fo r itself.

5. Only one letter of that period, due 
to oversight, got into the press and it  
entirely confirms our hypothesis.

On the 24 of January, 1911 Stalin wrote 
to his friends from  exile. This letter 
was intercepted by the police depart
ment, was reprinted on December 23, 
1925 s till by the same more servile than 
wise editorship o f the Zaria Vostoka 
(Dawn of the Blast). This is what Stalin 
w rote: “ You have certainly heard about 
the ‘tempest in a teapot’ abroad; blocs 
—Lenin and Plechanov on one side, and 
Trotsky-Martov-Bogdanov on the other. 
The relation of the workers to the firs t 
bloc, as fa r as I  know, is favorable. But 
in general the workers are beginning to 
look w ith  contempt on the work- abroad; 
‘le t them climb on tbe w all to their 
hearts’ content; in  our estimation those 
should work to whom the interests of the 
movement are dear, and the rest w ill 
happen.’ This, in my estimation, is fo r 
the best.”

This is not the place to consider how 
correctly Stalin defines the composition 
of the blocs. The question is not in this. 
Lenin led a fierce struggle against legal
izes, liquidators, and opportunists, for 
the perspectives o f the second revolution. 
This struggle determined fundamentally 
a ll the groupings abroad. But how does 
the Bolshevik Stalin appraise these bat
tles? As the most helpless em piricist 
and unprincipled practica list: “ a tempest 
in  a teapot; le t them, so to say, climb 
on the w a ll; work, and a ll w ill be well.”  
Stalin welcomes the frame of mind of 
theoretical indifference and the imagin
ary superiority of the near-sighted prac- 
ticalists over the revolutionary theore
ticians. “ In  my estimation, this is fo r 
the best” , he writes, addressing those 
moods that were characteristic o f the 
period of reaction and downfall. We 
have in  this manner in the person of 
the Bolshevik Stalin not even a political

8. One of the official biographies of 
Stalin proclaims: “ In  1913 he was again 
exiled to Turuchansk, where he remained 
u n til 1917.” The Stalin jubilee number 
of Pravda expresses itse lf in  the same 
way: “ The years of 1913-14-15-16 Stalin 
spent in  exile in  Turuchansk”  (Pravda, 
December 21, 1929). And not a word 
more. These were the years o f the 
world war, the collapse o f the Second 
International, o f Zimmerwald, Kienthal, 
of the deepest ideological struggle in  
socialism. What T a rt did Stalin take 
in this struggle? Four years of exile 
should have been years of intensive men
ta l work. The exiles in such circum
stances keep diaries, w rite  tracts, work 
out theses, platforms, exchange polemical 
letters, etc. I t  is impossible that Stalin 
in  four years of exile did not w rite  any
thing on the fundamental problems of 
the war, the International, and revolu
tion. But i t  would be. fu tile  fo r us to 
look fo r some traces of S talin’s mental 
work during these astounding four years. 
In  what manner could this occur? I t  
is perfectly obvious that i f  only one sin
gle line could be found where Stalin 
formulated the idea of defeatism or an
nounced the necessity o f a new Interna
tional, th is line would have been pub
lished long ago photographed and trans
lated into a ll languages, and enriched 
w ith learned commentaries by a ll the 
academies and institutions. No such 
line was found. Does th is mean that 
Stalin did not w rite  at all? No, i t  does 
not mean this. This would be entirely 
incredible. But this means that among 
a ll the m aterial w ritten during these 
four years there was nothing, absolutely 
nothing, which can be used to-day fo r 
the strengthening of his reputation. In  
this manner the years of war, when the 
ideas and slogans o f the Russian rev
olution and Third  International were 
forged, proved an empty space in  the 
ideological biography o f Stali'n. I t  ih 
very probable that at that time he spoke 
and w rote : “ Let them climb on the w all 
there and arrange storms in  a glass of 
water.”

9. Stalin arrives in Petrograd w ith 
Kamenev about the middle of March. 
1917. Pravda, directed by Molotov and 
Shliapnlkov, had a vague, prim itive, but 
nevertheless “ le ft”  character directed 
against the provisional government. 
Stalin and Kamenev put aside the old 
editorship as too le ft and took up a 
thoroughly opportunist position in the 
sp irit of the le ft mensheviks: (a) sup
port of the provisional government as 
fa r as: (b) m ilita ry  defense of the rev
olution (i. e., the bourgeois repub lic); 
(c) a union w ith the mensheviks of the 
Tsereteli! type. The position o f Pravda 
in those days presents indeed a scandal
ous page in the history of the party and 
in the biography of Stalin. H is March 
articles which were the revolutionary 
result of his meditations in  exile explain 
perfectly why not a line from Stalin’s 
works from the war epoch have appear
ed up t i l l  how.

(To Be Continued)


