
Police A ttack  
Hunger Arm y

As we go to press, latest reports te ll 
us that the hunger march is converging 
upon its  destination—Washington, D. C. 
From the four corners o f the United Sta
tes caravans of unemployed men and 
women are moving towards the capital 
to raise the ir voices in  the powerful re
sounding cry fo r re lie f and insurance 
fo r the jobless, hunger-stricken m illions. 
Congress which opens its  sessions on 
Dec. 5 w ll do a ll in  its  power to side
track the burning needs o f the masses 
w ith  a gaseous debate upon whether 
they w ill be able to drown out the hunger 
and privation of the unemployed army 
by raising the alcoholic content of beer. 
The legislature of well-fed and smugly 
satisfied flunkeys opens tomorrow— for 
the master. But the usual tranqu ility  
w ill no longer prevail. For through the 
cracks and crevices, the open windows 
and the open doors, there w il echo a 
m ighty shout o f the hunger march that 
is determined to have its  demands heard.

In  spite o f the mocking stories, in  
which the bought press has done every
thing possible to ridicule and discredit 
the hunger march the capitalist class is 
hardly confident or at ease. On the con
tra ry, so fearfu l are they o f the ef
fects the hunger army m ight have upon 
the discontented working class back home 
that they are ready at a moment’s notice 
to abrogate the much vaunted democra
tic  righ t—the rig h t of redress and peace
fu l petitioning. A ll vacations and leaves 
fo r the Washington police force have 
been rescinded, and th is veritable army 
o f more than 5,000 bluecoats stand ready 
to  answer the demands of the unemploy
ed w ith  police batons, tear gas and bul
lets. A word from Hoover and the stand
ing army goes into action. The Executive 
Commitee o f the ru ling class wants no 
repetition o f the bonus army experience 
last summer.

Orders have issued from  Washington 
fo r a ll state and c ity governments to 
use a ll means at the ir disposal “ to die- 
counage the hunger ma|rch’\  Jlta com
pliance w ith  th is order dozens of cities 
have refused to shelter, le t alone to feed 
the jobless army, in  spite o f the obvious
ly  empty armories and public building®. 
Clashes between marchers and police have 
already taken place in  Chester, Pa., and 
W ilm ington, Del. In  Cumberland, Md., 
the National Guard has been called into 
action to prevent the marchers from  pass
ing through the c ity !

Today’s newspapers inform  us that if  
the hunger army is too persistent, blood 
w ill flow  on the streets o f Washington. 
By this statement they unw itting ly fix  
the responsibility fo r any bloodshed clear
ly  upon the shoulders of the capitalist 
governmept in  Washington. I t  also re
veals so that no one can possibly mis
understand just what the attitude of the 
tw in  flunkeys o f the two parties o f the 
boss class, stripped of the glowing cam
paign promfses, is towards the unem
ployed m illions. Bullets to those who 
want bread! But despite a ll these re
pressive measures the voice of the hung
er marchers w il be heard! The cry fo r 
re lie f and insurance w ill rise higher. 
Whatever happens in  Washington—peace 
or bloodshed—the movement of the job
less w ill grow bigger, its  voice more de
termined, its  ranks firmer. The hunger 
march is but one small step that w ill 
fina lly lead towards the destruction of 
the system of misery and starvation.

I t  only remains fo r the Communists to 
enlarge the present narrow movement by 
the united fron t of a ll labor organizations 
u n til its  power becomes irresistible.

The S talinist press has developed 
a furious rage over the speech on the 
Russian revolution delivered by com
rade Trotsky over the radio network 
arranged by an American company. 
The stream of calumny and abuse 
which are Constantly on tap in the 
S talin ist editoria l rooms fo r the spe
cia l purpose of slandering the Op
position, were unloosed th is time 
also. An identic editorial in  the D aily 
Worker and the Freiheit is filled w ith  
this stereotyped calumniation. Ac
cording to the hired scribblers o f the 
apparatus, Trotsky’s speech was de
livered in collaboration w ith  B ritish  
imperialism, which controls the Dan
ish government and is making good 
use of the “counter-revolutionist” to 
“ poison the workers” against the U. 
S. S. R. Just how much credence 
can be put in the maliciously deliber
ate lies of the Stalinists, w ill be 
seen by reading the transcript of 
Trotsky’s speech which we p rin t be
low. But aside from  that, the Stalin
ists have s till failed to answer the 
embarrassing questions we have not

ceased to put to them. Why has 
every im portant government in  Eur
ope consistently refused to grant 
comrade Trotsky a visa which would 
enable him to  take up residence in 
the country? Why have bourgeois 
republicans, yellow social democrats 
o f a ll wings, reactionary and “ en
lightened”  monarchists—in  a word, 
a ll the governments to which applica
tion was made— met the request fo r 
asylum w ith  such a united fron t of 
NO! Why has only one country per
m itted him to stay w ith in  its  borders 
—reactionary Turkey, and that only 
by secret agreemnt w ith  Stalin? Why 
did Czechoslovakia, where the latest 
attempt was made (and gave the 
Stalinists the occasion fo r their some
what “ premature” cries about the 
“united fron t between the Skoda 
works, French imperialism and T ro t
sky” ), fina lly refuse the visa which 
it  “ promised”—if  Trotsky would 
refra in  from revolutionary action.

To answer these questions would 
indicate where the real united fron t 
lies. I t  consists in the tac it agree

ment arrived at between the Stalin
is t apparatus in  the U. S. S. R. on 
the one hand, and the bourgeois gov
ernments of the entire world on the 
other, to keep comrade Trotsky a 
prisoner in  Turkey fo r the rest of 
his life . The v is it to Denmark is a 
purely episodic interruption o f this 
imprisonment, “ generously” granted 
by the Danish social democracy be
cause of the insignificance of the Com
munist movement and as a dema
gogic display o f adherence to the 
principle of the rig h t of po litical 
asylum__ fo r three months.

The speech delivered over the 
radio fo r fifteen minutes by comrade 
Trotsky, is reprinted here as it  was 
received. In  some parts, unfortun
ately, we were unable to establish 
the text w ith  complete accuracy and 
the doubtful sections are indicated 
by three periods. W hile i t  is essen
tia lly  correct, i t  should be read w ith 
that reservation in  mind. Its  con
densed nature was, o f course, condi
tioned by the briefness of the time 
alotted fo r the speech.

A .F .L . Convention 
Talks «Radical»

Labor Discontent Forces Lip-Service to Left Measures

Extracts from the Speech Delivered by Leon Trotsky and Broadcast from Copenhagen
I  w ill make an attempt to give the 

American radio audience a sbjort Ex
pose of my lecture on the Russian rev
olution. This, in  two senses, is a dar
ing enterprise. The lim its of time are 
too narrow, and my English— my poor 
English—is in no proportion to my ad
m iration fo r Anglo-Saxon culture. I

Conference Seats St. 
Louis Opposition

ST LOUIS.1—
More than 500 delegates representing 

65 organizations (together w ith unat
tached delegates), attended the united 
fron t conference called by the Unemploy
ed Councils fo r November 20 in St. Louis, 
The Communist League o f America (Op
position), St. Louis branch, sent dele
gates and they were seated. (Question 
to the party bureaucrats: Why were our 
delegates seated in  St. Louis and ex
cluded in  New York?—Ed.) Our com
rades were elected on the Resolutions 
Committee and also on the Committee to 
see Mayor M ille r t.o present the demands 
of the Conference. We were also elected 
on the Committee o f 25 to be known as 
the “ United Front Committee” .

In  so fa r as the conference reflected 
the growing m ilitancy and determination 
of the masses to struggle against the 
brutal offensive o f the capita list class, 
i t  was a success The mood was indeed 
a fighting one—a mood which w ith  the 
proper policies and tactics, w ith  a correct 
theoretical analysis o f the task o f the 
revolutionary party, could be utilized to 
bring many of them to the banner o f 
Communism. For this, a whole series of 
questions must firs t be made clear to  the 
workers. Lenin said about a period in 
the Russian revolution, that “ the masses 
are a thousand times to the Left of us” , 
and the conference revealed a somewhat 
sim ilar situation. When one sees “ Le ft
ism” among the masses, one is not sur
prised but pleased, even i f  they may be 
fa r more to the Le ft than the possibil
ities, arising out of the objective condi
tions, warrant. But when this u ltra- 
Leftst position passes over and finds un
measured expression on the lips of the 
leadership, i t  cannot be characterized as

A  Reply from Shanghai to the Stalinists 
Slanders on Chen Du-Hsiu's Arrests

SHANGHAI.—
From the Reuter News Agency you 

have probably heard some news about 
the Chinese Opposition. But while some 
of i t  is right, there is a good deal of 
untruth in  the reports.

Since the organization of the Blue 
S hirt Society, nearly a ll the students 
from  the Moscow Sun Yat Sen University 
have concentrated in  it. They learned 
many things in  the USSR, especially 
from  the GPU, and they are using it  
fa ith fu lly , especially to strengthen Chiang 
Kai-Shek. According to an official re
port, the students miseducated by the 
Stalinists number about 500. Their only 
task is to arrest Communists and destroy 
the Communist organizations. They have 
spread to a ll the important provinces of 
China, but the ir main strength is in 
Shanghai.

The leader o f this group is Koo Song 
Chong (the head o f the special detach
ment of the Chinese Communist Party in 
1921) and Ma Yu Fu (a former member 
of the Central Committee who quit it  
three months a fter Koo.) They not only 
arrest Communsts, but spend a great 
deal of money to buy up Communist m ili
tants who have a tendency to grumble. 
In  th is way, they got to the private sec
retary o f comrade Chen Du-Hsiu, by the 
name of Sie Seu San. He is also one of 
the returned students from  the Sun Yat 
Sen University. Sie to ld  the Kuo Min 
Tang Where comrade Chen’s home was 
located—he being the only one to know 

place. Hence, comrade Chen was ar

rested on September 16, a t a moment 
when he was very sick. 'R ight after that, 
other m ilitants of our Central Committee 
were arrested, including the famous party 
organizer, comrade Pan Fu-Tze.

According to a report, Sie received 
100,000 silver dollars fo r his work from  
Chiang Kai-Shek. The prisoners number 
nearly 30, and a ll the organs ere destroy
ed.

On October 30, comrade Chen and the 
others were transferred to Nanking, the 
capital of the Kuo M in Tang govern
ment. Reuter and other news agencies 
declared that Chen had requested the Kuo 
Min Tang to take him to ta lk  directly 
w ith  Chiang about the Trotskyist move
ment in China. Though this rumor was 
refuted three days later, the Stalinists 
and the other anti-Opposition forces con
tinue to use ths lie  to fight the Opposi
tion.

The firs t wave of arrests is over but 
the second and more extensive wave of 
persecution is being prepared.

The Stalinists are cynical about th is 
loss to the forces o f the revolutionary 
movement. They te ll the Chinese work
ers that the Trotskyists are anti-revolu
tionary, that our organization is the 
“ Left wing of the bourgeoisie.” They de
clare that Chen Du-Hsiu’s arrest is not 
a blow to the Chinese revolution but a 
matter of indifference to it. But our com
rades are fighting the persecutions 
and looking fo r aid from  the workers in 
other Countries.
October 20. 1932. —H.

beg your indulgence a ll the more since 
it  is the firs t time I am addressing an 
audience In  English.

What question does the Russian rev
olution raise in the mind o f thinking 
man? F irst, why at a ll did this revolu
tion take place? And, second, has the 
revolution stood the test? The fact that 
the proletariat reached power fo r the 
firs t time in  such a backward country as 
czarist Russia seems mysterious only at 
firs t glance. In  rea lity i t  is wholly in 
accord w ith  its  histo Seal background. 
I t  could have been predicted, and i t  was 
predicted. S till more, on the basis of 
that prediction the revolutionists bu ilt 
up the strategy long before the deciding 
event.

Perm it me to quote here a passage 
from  a work o f mine in 1905. I  quote:

“ in  an economically backward coun
try , the proletariat can come to power 
sooner than in the economically advanced 
countries. The Russian revolution, in 
our opinion, creates such conditions un
der which the power can pass over to 
the proletariat (and w ith  a victorious 
revolution it  must) even before the policy

of bourgeois liberalism  acquires the pos
s ib ility  to bring its  state genius to a 
fu ll unfolding.”

I  quote this passage to show that the 
theory o f the Russian revolution which 
we advocated, preceded the October rev
olution by a long time.

(Continued on page 3)

Arrest 2 Pittsburgh 
Oppositionists

anything less than stupid and ridiculous. 
When a leadership fa ils to understand the 
stage and tempo of the revoluitlionary 
struggle, i t  understands nothing in  the 
world. From the speeches of the work
ers, one gets a vivid  impression o f the 
m ilitancy and the revolutionary strength 
latent in  the American proletarat, waiting 
to be brought forward by a policy and 
leadership that w ill release it  in to  ac
tive and intelligent channels of the class 
struggle. There is naturally confusion 
in  the ir ranks, but they know what they 
want and they know that in  order to 
get what they want they must fight. And 
they are w illing  to fight and to sacri
fice. I t  only remains to  show them the 
rig h t road, to te ll them how to fight.

To many of us who listened to these 
speeches o f the workers, not unmixed 
w ith  petty bourgeois confusion, i t  is true, 
the introduction of the section organizer 
of the Communist party appeared to come 
as a relief. Now we would hear a real 
Communist speech and a ll the confusion 
and errors would be cleared up. To our 
Consternation, this individual piled con
fusion on top of confusion and i t  was 
le ft to us to adm it that the most in 
excusably stupid speech of the entire con
ference was made by the party’s organ
izer, the vanguard o f the proletariat.

Are the contradictions of capitalism 
and the problems of the working class 
arising out of them to be solved by the 
simple process of a parliamentary con
test? Apparently so, since th is Stalin
is t tells us that not only are we going 
to struggle now, but that when the spring 
elections come, the C ity H a ll fakers w ill, 
be turned on the streets. This assertion 
met w ith tumultous applause, despite 
the fact that i t  was presented as the cul
m ination and most important result of 
the movement!

Nor was this bolstering up of parlia
mentary illusions a ll. Together w ith  this 
R ight wing tendency, was the equally 
stupid L e ftis t solution of other “ responsi
ble” party spokesmen.

The conference was a success in  spite 
o f the leadership. Its  results w ill be 
shown in the only field where the work
ers can effectively make progress—in 
the fie ld of actual struggle. I t  is here 
that the workers w ill learn, and not 
merely from  speeches and declarations 
The Le ft Opposition is  small here, but 
in spite o f its  numerical weakness, i t  
w ill give these activtiies ts fu llest sup
port. —G. R. i

P IT T S B U R G H -
TWO m ilitan t Left Oppositionists were 

arrested here last night fo llow ing a mass 
meeting conducted by the Pittsburgh 
branch of the Communist League (Op
position). They have been officially 
charged w ith violating some city ordin
ance by spreading printed matter calling 
for support of the Hunger March to 
Washington. The meeting had been ca ll
ed as part o f the Communist League’s 
participation in the Unemployed United 
Front movement here.

The two arrested workers, comrades 
Pete Vomvas and N ick Lepirs, have been 
sentenced to the workhouse w ithout tr ia l 
and are being held incommunicado at 
the Allegheny County penitentiary in 
Blaw Knox.

The International Labor Defense, a l
though offering technical aid, has refused 
the request o f a representative o f the 
Communist League (Opposition), to ap
peal the sentence. George M artin, Dis
tr ic t Organizer of the I. L. D explained 
that his organization does not pay fines 
as a matter o f policy and considered an 
appeal inadvisable fo r reasons not stated.

Y O U T H  D E B A T E
This coming Saturday, December 10, 

at 8:30 P. M. in  the Labor Temple big 
hall the Young Spartacus Youth Club of 
New York w ill debate the Young Peoples’ 
Socialist League on the question: Com
munism vs. Socialism—which program fo r 
the working class?

The Yipsels w ill be represented by Gus 
Tyler! the Spartacus Youth Club by Joe 
Carter. Last spring a sim ilar debate 
was held. Those who came late w ill re
member that they had to stand. Come 
early. The admission is only fifteen cents.

Two measures of great significance 
were adopted at the American Federation 
of Labor convention just concluded at 
Cincinnati, Ohio. I t  went on record fo r 
the universal adoption, w ithout delay, of 
the six-hour day and five-day week, to 
carry w ith  it  no reduction in pay. I t  
indorsed w ith  only five dissenting votes, 
the proposal for compulsory unemploy
ment insurance, to be inaugurated by the 
various states, at the cost of the owners 
o f industry by assessing the amount of 
3 percent of their to ta l payroll. Here 
we have a reversal of positions form erly 
held, particularly in regard to the la tter 
proposal, w ith a speed which le ft this as
semblage of portly gentlemen gasping at 
ihe ir own audacity.
Is A. F. of L. Leadership Turning Left
This presents a picture to our imagina

tion of superannuated troglodytes who, 
when coming out from  their ultra-conser
vative dug-out, are struck by the impact 
of a superior force and begin to march 
at a pace which leaves their whole past 
in the shade. The question immedately 
occurs to  us: Is the A. F. of L  leader
ship turning Leftward? The answer, 
which is an emphatic NO, must, to be 
complete, cover several important as
pects of the present situation; but it  can 
nevertheless be summed up under the 
general heading: “ mass pressure” . Only, 
and that should never be forgotten, these 
labor “ leaders” , when they move forward 
a few inches at a time, always in  doing 
so, lag way behind the masses.

Basically we are confronted here w ith 
the question of the changing economic 
structure of capitalist society in its  de
cay stage. This is beginning to leave its 
marks also in the United States. We 
have here an army of m illions o f unem
ployed the permanent aspect of which 
cannot escape even the trade union upper 
crust. Conditions have become rotten 
ripe for such measures as those accepted 
by the A F of L convention. The his
tone significance lies not in  the fact 
that they were accepted at this time. I t  
lies in the fact that they could be ac
cepted at a ll in  this gathering in which 
a genuine rank and file  worker would 
have as little  chance of getting in  as 
the proverbial snowball in hell.

These gentlemen have been used to 
th ink that the “dole”  was a sad plight 
of Europe alone. They denounced it  at 
their last convention held in Vancouver 
a year ago. They labelled i t  “ unAmer- 
can” . They have always held that the 
Amsterdam international was too radi
cal. But in time they w ill even find out 
that revolutionary struggles are not con
fined to Europe. And that w ill like ly 
dawn upon them much quicker than the 
snails pace at which they themselves 
move.

Essentially the ir fear of the masses 
moving Leftward is a genuine one and 
compels them to move. In  this sense they 
see the handwriting on the wall. The re
percussion of the capitalist crisis has al
ready created considerable havoc w ithin 
the union ranks. There is a marked and 
ominous loss of membership. Whole un
ions have been almost wiped out under 
the capitalist offensive. Many members 
were unable to meet the in flexib ly heavy 
financial obligations imposed by the

trade union bureaucracy. Many others 
le ft in  utter disgust seeing none of the 
working class interests protected and be
coming victims o f countless sell-outs. The 
bureaucrats fear a situation of lean 
treasuries. They have had to face in
cipient revolts in many unions against 
their offhand wage-cut acceptances. They 
have witnessed m ilita n t hunger demon
strations which by the way could often 
have been bigger and much more power
fu l i f  the Stalinist leaders could relent 
irom  their blind stupidity and adopt the 
united fron t policy. There is no reason 
to doubt that these essentially reaction
ary trade union leaders understand quite 
well how to judge the latent forces yet 
dormant w ith in  the American working 
class which is, however, potential mater
ia l fo r the revolutionary movement once 
properly aroused and properly directed.

The Fear fo r Safety of Capitalism 
But th is is only the one side of the 

picture. On the other hand the fear of 
these capitalist lieutenants fo r the safety 
of the capitalist system itse lf is undoubt
edly equally as genuine. To them the 

(Continued on page 4)

Greek Stalinists Fail 
To M eet Challenge

MIMEOGRAPH WANTED
Any comrade a friend who has a mimeo

graphing machine, in good condition, fo r 
sale at a low price, is urged to get in 
touch w ith  George J. Papcun, 2224 1-2 
Rockingham Road, Davenport, Iowa.

CELEBRATE
N E W  Y E A R ’ S E V E

w ith the
Communiet League of America 

a t
126 East 16 Street,

Watch fo r fu rthe r announcement

Opposition Ejected from Conference on 
Hunger March in New York

NEW YORK*— I than the party in  numerous disguises.
The Joint Committee fo r Support of Such a course inevitably isolates the 

the National Hunger March which held Hunger March from the masses of the 
its fina l ra tification conference last Sun- workers, w ith results that can only bring 
day at the Irv ing  Plaza H all, denied the harm to the movement, 
delegation from  the Communist League The National Hunger March in itia ted 
of America (Opposition) the rig h t to by the party should have made the most 
participate in  the Hunger March to Wash- vigorous efforts to bring the Socialist 
ington. This conference particularly was party and the A F L  unions into the 
dominated completely and mechanically conference. The discontentment of the 
by the official party bureaucrats. rank and file workers would have made

W ith the exception of a scant dozen or this possible. Had it  been done, the 
two from  the Left wing A P. L. locals, Hunger March would have been an enor- 
the composition of the delegates was mous demonstration of fa r greater ef- 
overwhelming from  the TUIJL unions fectiveness. Such a united fron t would 
and the fraternal and sympathetic or- have meant a repetition of the recent 
ganizatons close to the party, The flop- successful demonstration in Chicago, but 
houses, municipal lodging houses and the on a much vaster scale, 
unemployed seamen had huge delegations. W ithin the ranks of the Socialist party 
The Communist party itse lf was conspl- and particularly in the A P L  unions, a 
cuous by its  absence, I t  had likewise genuine appeal for united action would 
abstained at the prelim inary meetings. have resulted in arousing sympathy and 

No Serious Unted Front support, and in  causing the workers to
No serious attempt was made to organ- bring pressure to bear upon the ir reac- 

ize a genuine united fron t which would tionary leadership. But the Stalinists 
embrace a ll the existing organizations chose to take a different road, 
of the working class. The result was The Conference opened w ith Carl Win- 
tlia t the Joint Committee represented, in  ters presiding. In  his itnroductory re- 
actualty, nobody but the party and its  marks he emphasized the necessity of 
allied organizations. This stupid and elim inating from the conference any spies 
short-sighted policy serves, as usual, to or stool pigeons or disrupters and enemies 
play rig h t into the hands of the reaction- of the working class who were possibly 
aries who are happy to see the movement present; that in order to elim inate such 
confined to the revolutionary vanguard, elements, i t  was necessary to go through 
w ithout drawing in  those workers not an elaborate and lengthy ceremony, 
yet w ith in  the sphere o f Communist in- A New Kind of Committee
fluence. The “united fron t”  now practis- A “ Morals Committee”  was appointed 
ed by the Stalinists is not much mor (Continued on page 2)

NEW YORK.—
The sixth issue of Communistee that 

appeared on Nov. 12 contained among 
other articles an answer to the S talinist 
slanders; also a criticism  concerning the 
conduct o f the S talinist leadership in the 
Greek workers Club “ Spartacus” . The 
EmprOs attempts to evade the concrete 
accusations of Communistes by resorting 
to the time-worn slanders against every 
Greek Oppositionist. About comrade 
Pappas they are unable themselves to  
fabricate any calumnies because they 
know very well that they are so dis
credited that no worker w il believe them. 
Therefore they resorted to the assistance 
of the Stalinist-controlled Food Workers 
I. U. to get a statement in order to have 
a certain effect, not upon the revolution
ary workers of the union who voiced 
the ir support o f Pappas at the ir last 
convention, but upon those workers o f 
fa r cities who are not acquainted w ith  
Pappas.

About the notorious bourgeois lackey 
Varssadakis, they refra in  from saying 
anything about the ir support to  him. 
About A tlantis the Monarchist organ 
which benefits by their one-sidedness not 
a word is mentioned either although the 
printers of A tlantis refused to accept a 
wage out and have been picketing its  
premises fo r the last two weeks. Not 
even a strike is sufficient for the Stalin
ists to voice vigorously an attack against 
A tlantis. The alliance is too sacred to 
be broken by ouch an unsignificant 

j event. The firs t week they printed a 
few lines on the fifth  page o f the Empnm 
as a news report and in  the ir last is
sue they don’t  mention a thing about the 
strike but simply repeat the old fables 
that the National Herald is the only anti
labor paper and the most dangerous. 
The A tlantis was able to appear thanks 
to the services of the strike-breakers 
Chalkiopoulos and Cocoris who 6 years 
ago performed the same honorable job 
fo r the benefit o f the National Herald.

We have always emphasized that both 
papers are purely bourgeois organs and 
as such they don’t differ an iota in  the ir 
anti-labor character.

The striking printers o f A tlantis must 
know that they can’t w in the ir strike 
by confining their activties to one shop. 
The A. F. L. fakers w ill not move one 
finger to assist the ir struggle in  a sub
stantial manner. Only a m ilitan t policy 
and leadership can guarantee a success 

j fu l struggle. The strike must be extend
ed to the other Greek printing plants 
because, as they know very well, the 
other scab shops assist the A tlantis to 
appear regularly. Since the Greek Stal
inists are reluctant to give their support 
lest they w ill harm A tlantis, they must 
accept the support of the Le ft Opposi
tion. From the A. F. L. fakers they can 
expect no support except friendly nego
tiations w ith the bosses o f A tlantis.

OPEN FORUM
The Negroes in America - - 
National or Proletarian 
Revolution ?

Speaker:
MAX SHACHTMAN 

Friday, December 9, 1932 
126 East 16 Street, 
ADMISSION: 15c 

Auspices:
N. Y. Br. Communist League of A n w ^  

(Opposition)

The Stalinists and Trotsky’s Radio Speech to America



AGE 2 THE M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1932

Letters from  Militants
Unser Kamf Tour 
Brings Results

The tour in  the interest of Unser Kamf, 
which in  the past six weeks has taken 
us through New Haven, Boston, Mon
treal, Toronto, Cleveland, Youngstown, 
D etro it, Chicago, Davenport, and finds 
us « t present in Minneapolis, revealed to 
us more than anything else the vast pos
s ib ilities  fo r the growth of the Le ft Op
position and the keen interest of the 
Communist workers in  our message. The 
S talin ist course o f zig-zags has stripped 
the official party in  the localities o f the 
more competent older leaders. Many of 
them, a t a loss to explain the party 
blunders, le ft the party in  disgust. Hun
dreds others were expelled fo r fighting 
the local manifestations of bureaucracy, 
not knowing to th is day that this bureau
cracy is a component part o f the Stalin
is t regime and a consequence o f a false 
po litica l line. This is especially true of 
the Jewish speaking movement where the 
Communist party a t one tim e had the 
dominating influence.

Unfortunately our local groups w ith  
few exceptions barely touches the sur
face in  reaching the disoriented and con
fused Communist workers w ith  the mes
sage of the Le ft Opposition, which alone 
could save them for the revolutionary 
movement. This is why our efforts in  
the tour were concentrated prim arily on 
the organization of functioning groups 
not alone among Jewish speaking work
ers, but wherever we found i t  possible. 
The lectures that we held, were merely 
a by-product.

In  New Haven we found that the com
rades were not functioning in  an organ
ized manner. One of our comrades in 
th is locality has been functioning as the 
secretary of the I. L. D., the Stalinists 
finding it  imposible to replace her fo r 
want o f Capable people. During our stay 
in  New Haven we met w ith  the comrades 
several times, discussed the need fo r 
organized activ ity, and w ith  the neces
sary assistance from  the center we believe 
it  w ill be possible in  the future to build 
up a strong center there, [ffe  appeared 
before a number of working class or
ganizations and sold our lite ra ture  which 
was bought quite eagerly. We had no 
open lecture here but we do hope on our 
return to the center to arrange such lec
tures a t frequent intervals in view of 
the proxim ity o f th is locality to New 
York.

Our Boston branch has been humming 
w ith  a c tiv ity  of late. The comrades have 
taken upon themselves the in ita tive  in 
building up a social science club which 
had an attendance of about th irty  people 
during our stay there. We have also ga
thered a group of Jewish workers who at 
present are proceeding w ith  the organi
zation of a club which we are sure w ill 
render assistance to Unser Kamf and to 
our movement in  general. Upon the very 
day of our a rriva l we were invited to 
speak at Chelsea Labor Lyceum. Here 
the Stalinists deserted an excellent field 
o f activities when the “ th ird  period”  was 
firs t proclaimed and they did not deem 
i t  possible to work in the same ins titu 
tions w ith  “ Social Fascists” . The result 
was that a large section o f Le ft wing 
workers refused to  fo llow  the party in 
its  sp littin g  tactics and remained in  the 
Labor Lyceum w ithout any gudance or 
direction. Upon the request o f these 
Left wing workers we spoke at the 
Labor Lyceum on the election campaign 
and in support of the Communist candi
dates. The follow ing day we lectured in  
the Labor Lyceum on our differences w ith 
the party. We were attacked sharply by 
the Socialists present in  the audience. 
I t  was quite natural. They consider us 
less “ practical” than the Stalinists and 
when i t  comes *o a choice, prefer the 
la tter. On the other hand, we were well 
received by the Le ft wing workers, many 
of them finding that we were voicing 
criticism s which had been in the ir own 
minds. We established some contacts 
there and sold a substantial amount of 
literature.

We appeared before several branches 
o f the Workmens’ Circle appealing fo r 
the support of Unser Kamf which they as 
a m atter o f routine referred to the Ex
ecutive Committee. (We are not yet 
aware o f the results.

The work of the Le ft Opposition in 
Montreal has heretofore been carried 
upon the shoulders of one comrade and 
one or two sympathizers. We must say 
that he had done exceedingly well, being 
active at the same time in  a leading ca
pacity in his trade union and other organ
izations. The appearance of Unser Kamf 
has given several Jewish speaking work
ers the chance to acquaint themselvez 
w ith  the viewpoint of the Le ft Opposi
tion fo r the firs t time. The expulsion 
from  the Young Communist League of 
comrade G ilbert fo r raising some of the 
questions that the Left Opposition has 
raised was an additional factor which 
made possible fo r us to definitely organ
ize a Branch o f the Left Opposition in 
th is locality. In  addition to that we took 
the firs t steps in organizing a Youth Club.

Our lecture in  Montreal exceeded our 
exceptations. For the firs t time we suc
ceeded in having an open lecture on our 
differences w ith  the party in this locality 
w ith  an attendance of over 80 workers. 
This in  spite o f the picket line in fron t 
of the hall compromising a ll the party 
leaders, who exerted a ll the ir efforts to 
discourage workers from  attending our 
meeting. The audience sat through t i l l  
1 :00 in  thg morning listening to our point 
o f view, discussing w ith  us and asking 
questions. The work we have started in 
Montreal w ill be followed up by comrade 
Spector who is scheduled to take a lec
ture tr ip  from  Toronto to Montreal.

O f a ll the places so fa r visited by us 
we find that our Toronto group is mak-i 
lng more genuine advances than any o ther! 
pne. They have gained, about 10 mem-)

bers in the recent few weeks. They are 
awake to a ll the struggles of the work
ers, taking an active part in  them. The 
class in Marxian conducted by comrade 
Spector has an attendance of 35 to 40, 
The Toronto group is sinking its  roots 
wide and deep. The most recent achieve
ment during the week we spent in  th is 
locality was the aid given in the organi
zation o f the Students League of Canada 
which is publishing its  own monthly pa
per, The Spark. Our comrades were also 
making preparations fo r the publication 
of a Canadian organ of the L e ft Opposi
tion, The Vanguard, which was to appear 
on the 7th o f November.

We went to Toronto w ith  the impres
sion that the work fo r Unser Kamf was 
carried by one comrade. This was true 
only un til recently. The short few 
months o f our existence has gained fo r 
us new adherents w ith  the result that 
we found it  possible to organize an 
UnSer Kam f Club w jiich  hap its  in 
ception about 15 workers. Several young 
workers were recently expelled from 
the Y. C. L. and the party fo r selling 
and distributing Unser Klamf. As fo r 
the t w  lectures that the comrades ar
ranged fo r us, one on the German situa
tion had an attendance o f 65-70; the sec
ond one on What the Left Opposition 
Stands For had an attendance -of close 
to 150. We also addresesd an open 
forum of the tailors. A t a ll these meet
ings we found a keen and sympathetic 
interest in our viewpoint.

The sales of our literature  in  Toronto 
have doubled and trebled and in the 
case of The M ilitant, we believe that in
crease is five-fold. Preparations were 
under way in  Toronto also fo r the organi
zation o f the Spartacus Youth Club. 
Under the experienced, capable guidance 
of comrades Spector and MacDonald and 
w ith  the favorable objective conditions 
that exist, Toronto w ill undoubtedly be
come one of the most powerful bases of 
the Left Oppostion in the future.

As for the rest o f the tour, we w ill 
report it  on a different occasion.

Kansas City, Nov. 29, 30.
St. Louis, Dec. 2, 3, 4.
Springfield, 111., Dec. 5.
Chicago, Dec. 6.
Cleveland, Dec. 8, 9.
New Castle, Pa., Dee. 11.
Pittsburgh, Dec. 12, 13.
Baltimore, Dec. 14, 15.
Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 16, 17.
Trenton, Dec. 18.

—SYLVIA BLEEKER.
—MORRIIS LEW IT.

Pittsburgh Youth Club 
and Opposition
PITTSBURGH.—

Workers of Pittsburgh may already be 
fam ilia r w ith  the Progressive Youth 
which has recently been organized here. 
Especially, due to the fact that the 
Freiheit a short time ago accused us, of 
the Left Opposition, o f wanting to  break 
up one of its  meetings. Of Course th is is 
only just another o f the F re lhe it’s tra in - 
ed-to-lie stories, to which the Le ft Op
position has been accustomed fo r long.

Of course, the membership o f the club 
consists of workers w ith  different tend
encies and should the workers of the of
fic ia l party use the righ t tactics in  going 
about united fro n t activities, there are 
possibilities of bringing the elements of 
the club to such a point where the club 
as a whole would participate in  the 
everyday struggle i f  the working class. 
But due to the fact that the party mem
bers here are try ing  to railroad through 
the ir points w ithout the consent or the 
understanding of the members and in  the 
meantime, mostly against the Le ft Op
position, they not only meet w ith  fa ilu re

but also lose the sympathy o f the mem
bers.

For instance: Last week leaflets were 
distributed which said that the Progres
sive Youth Club would Celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Russian Revolution in  
conjunction w ith  the party-controlled I. 
W. O. I t  was only natural that a good 
many o f the club members should raise 
the question as to why the membership 
was not consulted about this affa ir. The 
result was that not only d id the club 
refuse to jo in , but the membership as 
well was aroused against such tactics. 
This would never have happened i f  the 
proposal had been made in  a straight
forward and correct united fron t manner.

The official party members are blind in  
thinking that they can railroad through 
anything. The results o f last week’s ex
perience ought to teach them something, 
i f  they w ill only open up the ir eyes.

Pitts. Anniversary M eet
PITTSBURGH.—

Thanks to the Communist League of 
America (Opposition), the workers of 
Pittsburgh now have a long sought fo r 
opportunity to study and learn the real 
M arxist theory of Communism in  a Left 
Opposition study class organized by com
rade Gordon, sent to th is city recently 
by the League.

The “ M arxist Study Class” is increas
ing in  worker students from  week to 
week. I t  assures the development of a 
genuine, well equipped revolutionary 
group w ith in  the workers movement o f 
Pittsburgh.

On Saturday, November 12. the Marx
is t Study Class Celebrated the 15th anni
versary o f the Russian Revolution in  a 
hall on Center Avenue. Over 40 students 
and sympathizers were present.

The celebration was opened by the 
chairman w ith  the singing of the “ In te r
national” . Then comrade Gordon was 
Introduced as the speaker fo r the Com
munist League. He spoke on the great 
international significance of the Bolshe
vik victory in  October 1917 and stressed 
the historical role of the Left Opposition 
as its  truest defender. A fter touching 
upon the tasks that th is role implies 
here in Pittsburgh and in the everyday 
class struggle, he closed w ith  an appeal 
fo r support o f the Left Opposition’s 
struggle fo r working class and Commun
is t unity on the basis o f the M arxist 
program and the Russian Revolution. 
The whole crowd, party sympathizers 
among them, applauded heartily.

There was some dancing afterwards 
and the comrades gathered in  a group 
to sing revolutionary battle songs. Be
fore closing, the speaker of the Commun
ist League made an appeal for aid in  the 
preparations fo r the Hunger March", re
porting on the United Front Unemployed 
Conference at which the League was re
presented by delegates and asking fo r 
financial support to make its  work suc
cessful. The collection netted a small 
sum, which was quite substantial con
sidering the numbers.

Refreshments were served by the enter
tainment committee . Then the a ffa ir 
was Closed w ith  the singing of “ Solidarity 
Forever” .

Eject Opposition 

Delegates in N .Y .
(Continued from  page 1)

(by whom?) and every delegation and 
its representative appeared before it. 
W illiam  K itt, a duly elected delegate from 
the A lteration Painters Union, was ob
jected to by the “ unholy three”  which 
had been informed that he was a “ T ro t
skyist” . An attempt was made to dis
qualify him, but the other delegate from  
the Union threatened to w ithdraw if  it  
were done. The Committee thereupon re
luctantly permitted him to participate.

Strangely enough, no objections were 
made to any o f the other delegates. A ll 
were accepted, none was excluded, w ith 
the exception of course of the Le ft Op
position delegate. The most elementary 
semblance of democratic procedure was 
absent. The “ Morals Committee”  under 
the trained direction of W inters, Sam 
Weisman (whose moral qualifications, as 
exemplified by his work in the food work
ers’ union, is well known to our readers!) 
and Jack Perillu, functioned like  a well- 
oiled steam roller, a la Tammany H all. 
As our delegation, consisting of M. Glee, 
H. M ilton and H. Ross, passed before 
the Committe, the objection was raised. 
We were accused, no less, o f murdering 
two workers on Avenue A and 7th Street. 
A chorus o f gasps was to be heard at 
th is point, which we took as the oppor
tun ity  to inform  the Committee that at 
the time the two workers were killed, 
we had invited the Communist party and 
the ILD  to organize a workers’ ju ry  tr ia l 
to determine the responsibility fo r the 
deaths, and that both the party and the 
ILD  did not see fit to reply.

Dropping this line of action, the in 
quisitors told us that the CLA was a pol
itic a l organization and that consequently 
we could not participate in  the Hunger 
M arch! To w liif'h  we replied that i t  was 
most unfortunate that the C. P. was not 
present, that we considered it  a serious 
error on the part of the party to fa il 
to participate openly in  such a movement.

P erilla  interrupted us at th is point to 
say that they would defend the party 
themselves and that we should “mind our 
own business” .

Le ft Opposition Excluded

Charges were hurled at us that we 
were enemies o f the working class, that 
we represented nobody, etc., etc. We, on 
our part, kept the floor and disposed of 
the arguments made against us. F inally, 
the patience of the trium vira te  was ap
parently exhausted and we were informed 
that we could go, that the “ Committee” 
would consider the case and inform  us 
of its  decision. We asked fo r the righ t 
to appear before the Committee to defend 
ourselves. To which Sam Weisman re
plied that they had already listened to 
our arguments and would render a de
cision w ithout us being present. Pro
testing against such a procedure, we re
quested tha t the decision be made then 
and there. A hasty consultation took 
place and we were fina lly to ld  that the 
Committee saw fit to deny us the righ t 

to participate in  the Hunger March to

Our Club Plan

MILITANT BUILDERS
PAID SUB CARDS

They’re coming in  a lright. We have 
started w ith  a rush. And that, of course, 
is the way to do it. The Paid Sub Card 
ideas seems to  have caught on. Now we 
must keep i t  up- Remember comrades: 
the Militant sells these half-year Paid 
Sub Cards in minimum blocs o f four or 
(more to the bloc i f  wanted, of course); 
they are sold by the Militant only on a 
cash basis; you dispose of them accord
ing to your circumstances in  blocs or 
singly, fo r cash or on cred it; a ll that the 
recipient has to do is f il l in  his name and 
address on the card m ail i t  in  and he 
w ill be entered on the lis t as a subscrib
er. I t ’s as simpl as that.

NEWCASTLE SHOWS THE WAY

In  response to the launching o f the 
second phase o f the Club Plan three 
branches have thus fa r sent in  these 
cards. They are Philadelphia, New York 
and New Castle, Pa. Fourteen cards, 
that is to say, subs, have been sent in 
on th is basis. Of th is to ta l New Castle 
acounted fo r eight, New York, five and 
Philadelphia, one. These are credited to 
the branch standing which is given be
low.

When a comrade sends in  four o f these 
cards we credit him  w ith  a Culb Plan 
Sub and include it  in  the standing of 
the staff. As we keep accurate records 
of every card coming in  as well as go
ing out a comrade need not send in  four 
of these Paid Sub Cards a t one time to 
receive eredit fo r a club plan sub. We 
w ill add i t  up, so to speak, and fo r ev
ery four we w ill add four to  his to ta l. 
We have already done th is w ith  comrades 
Reyburn and Hudson of New Castle who 
sent in  four of these Paid Sub Cards 
apiece.

To sum it  up: we th ink that we have 
made a good beginning but i t  is only 
a beginning. We cannot leave off build- 
tag when only the foundations, and hard
ly  that, are laid. We want a towering 
structure. We un lerstand that i t  can

not be erected over n ight by rubbing 
A llad ln ’s lamp. I t  must be b u ilt by our 
efforts. Let us add brick to brick. Ev
ery sub, every Paid Sub Card sent in  is 
a brick in  our M ilita n t structure. The 
staff record measures our bricklaying.

TUB STAFF
Chicago Friend*.of 

the M ilita n t Club 12 
P. Vomvas 12
B. Morgenstern 8
V. R. Dunne S
H. Nash 7
W. Krehm 6
II. A. 4
M. Hudson 4
F. Rayburn 4
II. Capelis 4
M. Gottlieb 4
J. Ham ilton 4
W. Konikow 4
O. Coover 4
S. Lessin 4
J. Sifakis 4
A. Joel 4
E. McMillen 4
A. M illen 4
J. Weber1 4
J. Ross 4
C. Shechet 2

THE RECORD BY C ITIES
Chicago 24
Minneapolis 20
Pittsburgh 16
New York 18
Toronto 10
Boston X0
Philadelphia 9
New Castle g
Montreal 7
St. Louis 4
Des Moines 4

Notice the way New York is cllmb- 
tbg. I t  looks as though it  won’t  be long 
now before I t ’s up a t the top. But there’s 
New Castle! And who can say what 
they w ill do out there? W ell, we’re 
watching. Let’er go. We’l l  not be dis
appointed i f  a live ly scrap develops fo r 
fire t place.

Washington. We recorded our protest 
and, pursuant upon the order, le ft the 
hall.

Our resolution endorsing the Hunger 
March and presenting the unemployment 
program of the CLA, could not, fo rtun
ately, be distributed a t the conference, 
fo r technical reasons. I t  is reproduced 
elsewhere in  this issue o f the Militant.

—HARRY MILTON.

Pamphlets Wanted
We are now completely out o f the 

Bound Volumes of comrade Trotsky’s 
pamphlets. But the demand s till con
tinues. This leaves us no choice but to 
make another attempt to bind some mor’e. 
This is where the d ifficu lty comes In. 
As you remember we advertized the 
Bound Volumes as containing some pam
phlets that were out of p rin t and unob
tainable except in these Bound Volumes. 
That was true. But now that the Bound

Volumes are a ll gone these pamphlets 
are unobtainable anywhere, even by us.

In  order to bind additional sets we 
need the follow ing pamphlets: The D ra ft 
Program; The Turn in  the C, I . ' Germany 
—tlie  Kdy to the In ternational S ituation; 
and W orld Unemployment and the Five 
Year Plan, i f  our comrades w ill send 
these pamphlets to us we w ill be able to 
go ahead w ith  the binding. ,We need lots 
of them. The more we receive the more 
we w ill be able to bind.

We ask fo r these pamphlets on the 
follow ing tertos. We are absolutely un
able to pay for them w ith  money. We 
can issue credit slips fo r the amount of 
the pamphlets against any accompanying 
or future order that the comrade may 
make. But these orders must be fo r 
literature. We are strongly against ap
plying them to sub extensions and renew
als. And the pamphlets must be in  good 
condition.

BOOKS BY TROTSKY
PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 

REVOLUTION
450 pages Cloth cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION

158 pages paper cover 50c 
cloth cover $1.00

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION—Vol. 1
522 pages $4

PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP
MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.

48 pages paper cover 15c

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL
ISM
64 pages paper cover 15c

STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION*
Part 2 of the D ra ft Program

86 pages 25c

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN  
DANGER
64 pages paper cover 15c

W HITHER ENGLAND

178 Pages Paper .$75
PIONEER

84 East 10th Street,

WHAT NEXT—Vital Questions 

for the German Proletariat

192 Pages Cloth $.65
Paer .35

THE REAL SITUATION IN
RUSSIA4

364 pages cloth cover $1.00
PUBLISHERS

New York, N. X.

A  Picture o f the Situation in  China Today
SHANGHAI.—

Let us dwell now on the labor move
ment in  Shanghai after the Sino-Japan- 
ese conflict. Since m illions In wealth 
were burned in  ashes, production was 
contracted, unemployment increased, the 
hunger army swelled, the post-war crisis 
weighs heavily upon the people. The 
bourgeoisie lost no opportunity to dismiss 
the disgruntled workers, to lower wages, 
to intensify the exploitation of labor. 
The task of the day was to fight fo r the 
defense of the workers’ interests against 
the capita list offensive. In  spite of the 
unfavorable conditions of struggle, a 
strike wave developed, the postal work
ers’ strike, the newspaper printers’ 
strike, the strike in  the s ilk  filatures, 
the strike of part o f the tramway work
ers, the telephone workers’ strike, the 
bus conductors’ strike, and other strike 
and labor disputes. . Most o f the strikes 
ended in defeat. The attitude of the em
ployers was too resolute and intransi- 
geant, but the workers were also stub
born in the ir fight. The yellow leaders 
either sabotaged or betrayed the strikes. 
In  these strikes, it  could be seen that 
the yellow unions, could serve as the 
prop for the workers tp s ta rt the strikes. 
Of a ll the strikes, the Stalinists had 
connections only w ith  the telephone work
ers’ strike and the bus conductors’ strike. 
The Left Oppostion led the telephone 
workers’ strike at firs t, but the Stalin
ists used a ll means to break down our 
leadership. W hile the strike committee 
under our influence was really elected 
by the masses, the S talinists set up a 
strike committee elected by the ir own 
men, most of whom were not workers. 
This committee they used to attack our 
strike commitee. The Stalinists clamored 
that the strike must be ended only when 
a 100 percent victory is secured, that they 
refuse help from  any organization what

soever (the yellow unions included). The 
telephone company is an American enter
prise. When the foremen (under the in 
fluence of Nationalist feelings) offered to 
cooperate w ith  the strikers, the Stalin
ists put up unreasonable demands to 
make this collaboration impossible. The 
employers, seeing the dissension among 
the strikers, stiffened the ir resistance. 
The workers returned to work uncondi
tionally and many were later fired. The 
bus strike revealed even more clearly 
the fa ilu re  of the S talin ist tactics. They 
a t firs t obtained the leadership o f the 
strike, but they do not know how to 
adapt themselves to the backward work
ers so as to draw them into the struggle. 
When they declared that they refuse any 
help from  the outside, their leadership 
was disclaimed by the strikers. The Ul
tra -Le ftis t conduct of the Stalinists only 
isolated them from the workers and a ll 
the heroic efforts made to stop the strike
breakers were of no avail.

In  spite of the revival o f the labor 
movement in  the post-war days, owing to 
the false tactics pursued by the Stalin
ists, the lack of political propaganda and 
struggle fo r democratic demands, the 
Communists did not entrench themselves 
in the labor movement. The organizing 
activities of the workers did not greatly 
increase. The disproportion between the 
leadership and the masses’ w ill to fight 
is s till enormous.

*  » *  *

To complete the picture o f present 
Chinese po litica l life , le t us tu rn  our 
attention to what Is happening in  the 
red army districts. The government 
troops have lately gained several victor- 
es in  the Hupeh, Anwhel and Honan pro
vinces. D irect and up-to-date informa
tion from  those districts, we do not pos
sess. We have read, not so long ago, 
two resolutions passed by the firs t dele

gated congress o f the Communist party 
in the Southern Kiangsi Soviet d is tric t 
(the center of the Soviet d is tric ts). We 
quote the follow ing parts from  i t  to show 
the real situation in  these d is tric ts :

The resolution starts by complaining 
against the line of L i L i San fo r “not 
confiscating the rich peasants’ superflu
ous and better la n d ...in  every many So
viet d istricts, much o f the landowners’ 
and rich peasants’ land was not con
fiscated and the land was le ft undivided 
fo r a long tim e ; where it  was divided 
according to the productive implements. 
Xt was absolutely a rich peasant line” ,

“ Proletarian consciousness in  the party 
of the Soviet d istricts is weak, the back
ward ideology of the peasantry is re
flected in  the pa rty ...T h e  activities of 
the workers and peasants are not deve
loped, the alien elements, such as the 
rich peasants, the merchants and the 
youth of the landlords and gentry, pene
trate into the government and into a ll 
the revolutionary organizations. Even 
the party cadres are filled  w ith  such 
alien elements. . . .

“The class struggle in the Soviet dis
tric ts ---- is hampered. From the govern
ment down to the mass organizations, 
the organizational relations are extremely 
loose and many organizations exist only 
on paper___

“ There are s till mistakes and defects 
in the red army work. F irs t o f a ll, in ' 
the reorganization o f the red army, the1 
purging of the elements o f the landown-j 
ers, rich peasants and merchants, was 
not made the central task; rather the 
task was set of cleansing the army of 
tramps—quite vaguely—while a ll the 
soldiers and non-commissioned officers of 
the form er white army are regarded as 
tram ps... .Up t i l l  now, the red army has 
not yet rid  itse lf of the traditions of

the partisan warfare which expresses i t 
self in  loose organization, small group
ings, undisciplined action, lack of scien
tific  division of labor, ignorance of posi
tional w arfa re ... .The remnants of m ili
ta ris t caste s till exist, its  concrete ex
pression lies in  the fact that bad relations 
exist between commanders and command
ed, between the army and the to iling  
masses.. . .

“ A fter the August (1931) resolution of 
the Central Bureau on the" agrarian 
question. . .  there are s till R ight wing op
portunist mistakes, which consist in the 
concessions made the landowners, gen
try  and rich  peasantry___

“Although repeated reorganizations are 
undertaken in the Soviet governmental 
institutions, there are s till landowners, 
rich peasants and merchants mixed w ith 
in them. The Soviet government there— 
by loses the class character of the work
ers and peasants power. . .  The basic or
ganizations of the politica l power—the 
c ity  and village Soviets— are not organ
ized at a ll. The village government ex
ecutive committee and government groups, 
replace them. . .  consistently ordering 
about the masses. The government in s ti
tutions are busy w ith  those non-govern
mental functions, such as the obtaining 
of transport coolies, the entertainment 
of passengers, etc.

“The form er trade unions were not the 
class unions at a ll. The employers, the 
independent laborers, even the monks and 
oracles jo in  the trade unions. The class 
struggle of the workers against the em
ployers is not developed. Nothing has 
been done to improve the workers’ liv 
ing conditions. The eight-hour day is 
generally not enforced. The struggles 
which the trade unions lead are the 
struggles o f the Independent laborers 
against the peasants. . .  threatening to 
break the alliance w ith  the peasantry.

The anti-im perialist agitation is general
ly  ignored.

I “ Very few workers and agricu ltura l 
' laborers are in the party, but the alien 
.elements, like the rich peasants, the 
merchants, the youth o f the landowners, 
s till m ix themselves up w ith  i t ___

“The m ilita ris t remnants s till preserve 
the government as the Kuo M in Tang 
generals manifest towards the K. M. T. 
government. They th ink that the red 
army is the creator o f the government, 
and the government institutions should 
be in fe rio r to the red army.”

Thus, in spite of the passage of impo
tent resolutons condemning bureaucrat
ism, the rich peasant tendency, m ilita r
is t survivals, etc., fo r the last two years, 
matters in the Soviet d istricts continue 
to go from  bad to worse. The partisan 
warfare inevitably degenerates when it  
is not supported by mass movements In 
the cities. The Stalinists want to deny 
this tru th  but, in the long run, they be
come its  victims. Under the cover of 
Communism, the S talinists are rea lly con
certing the Chinese party into a peasants- 
workers party. The influence of Com- 
munsm in Chinese politics is practical
ly  n il, what the Chinese Communist 
Party represents is the policy o f the 
petty bourgeois turned desperate. The 
Manchurian crisis opened up broad pos
sib ilities fo r Chinese Communism to 
make progress. The KM T government 
has never been so discredited as In this 
crisis. The masses o f the people are 
becoming radialized, but Chinese Com
munism is paralyzed by its  internal weak
ness and has le t its  chances go by. The 
KMT regime is regaining its  lost posi
tions and onqe again stabilizing itse lf.

We have to begin from the very be
ginning. The difficulties on the road 
are great. But under the leadership of 
the International Opposition and com
rade T ro tsky  we shall be able to find 
the correct path, to consolidate our own 
ranks, to move on slowly but steadily.

—N IBL-SIH .
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For the 6 -H o u r Day, 5 -D ay  W e e k !
“ Labor” 
“Labor”

objected to “ government charity” . “La
bor” wanted work.

The shorter work day propaganda of 
the bosses is a means o f reducing the 
standard of liv ing  of the workers, is a 
means of furthering the wage cut drive 
by the “ Stagger Plan” against the work
ers. The blind and ignorant Stalinists 
saw the capita list side o f th is class pro
blem confused i t  w ith  our side and dis
missed i t  as reactionary, as “social" Fasc
is t” , etc., not once realizing that everv 
problem has its  working class side 
“also” . This snould be A B C, but like 
a ll simple problems Stalinism makes 
them complicated and a ll complicated 
problems Stalinism tries to sim plify, 
which has resulted in  simplifyng matters 
fo r the capita list enemies. The Stalin
ists forgot or ignored the struggle for 
the shorter work day and b itte rly  fought 
the slogan of, ‘The six hour day, the 
live day week, and no reduction in  pay.”

Up to the present, the capitalists have 
not made much progress w ith  the ir side 
of th is problem. Nevertheless, what l i t 
tle  progress they have made is fa r great
er progress than we have made w ith  our 
side of the same problem, because the 
most powerful organized poltical force 
of our class, the party, controlled by 
the Stalinists, has put a damper on even 
the thought about th is problem.

Some of the prelim inary steps taken 
now, after three years of the crisis, by

For years the American worker has being sanctioned by “ labor” 
been the most highly exploited and po l.j also was opposed to the dole, 
itic a l backward class in  the advanced 
capitalist nations. Now th is class is con
fronted w ith  permanent mass unemploy
ment. One reaction o f the working class 
to  the crisis has been the motion in  op
posite directions o f th is physical and 
mental condition of speed-up and back
wardness. The speed-up has been inten
sified while the political consciousness o f 
the class is being awakened and is moving 
into class channels.

The condition of mass unemployment 
and the lowering of the standard of liv 
ing of the American workers has set in  
motion class forces, that i f  properly d ir
ected by the party, can become the force, 
which w ill be able to move the class fa r 
along the road toward the solution. This 
is true, in  so fa r as the revolutionists 
direct th is class force by a correct pro
gram o f action.

Once more history is proving the cor
rectness of a Marxian analysis and its  
class program fo r the problem. The an
alysis of the Le ft Opposition is being 
confirmed, but due to  the revisionists, 
the Stalinists, i t  is being confirmed in  a 
negative way.

When the process of capitalist accu. 
mutation reaches its  advanced stage! 
when accumulation is counterposed by 
overpopulation and mass unemployment; 
when the productive forces reach a point 
where the relative decrease of the num
ber of industria l workers is transformed 
into an absolute decrease, expressed by 
increased production and by a decrease 
in  labor power; when “Accumulation o f 
wealth at one pole, is therefore, a t the 
same tim e accumulation of misery, agony 
o f to il, slavery, ignorance, bru ta lity, 
mental degradation, at the opposite pole”
—then the period of proletaran revolu
tions has been entered and unless the 
capitalists take drastic steps, or are 
faced w ith  a pro letaria t w ithout a Marx
ian leadership—the favorable objective 
conditions w ill be developed and trans
formed into revolutionary uprisings of 
the proletariat against the capitalists.

One of the most fundamental economic 
problems confronting the American capi
talists, which they recognize, but which 
the party under S talin ist leadership does 
not recognize—is the adjustment of this 
surplus labor power to the tremendous 
productive forces which constantly calls 
for less labor power per unit.

There is no solution of this problem 
fo r the capitalist class, because i t  is only 
a surface indication and an expression in 
the decay stage o f capitalism of the con. 
trad iction between socialized production 
and capitalist appropriation. However, 
i f  our class through the inab ility  o f its  
vanguard does not take advantage of 
the favorable class relationship, the capi
ta lis t class w ill, by th is means, not only 
steal a march on us, but w ill also stren
gthen the ir position against the coming 
class battles.

H ither of the immediate temporary 
“solutions”  of the problem of the reor
ganization of labor power to productive 
forces, the capitalist road or the prole
tarian road, is negative fo r the capitalist 
class from  the standpoint of economics, 
but negative to an entirely different de
gree. However, from  a po litica l stand
point, the capitalists victory fa r less 
harm ful, i f  we allow the capita list to de
cide how to recognize which means to 
allow them to “ solve”  the problem con
fron ting  them. The capita list’s aim  in  ob
ta ining the lever o f the problem is to 
find the capita list way out of permanent 
mass unemployment, and to slow up the 
tempo of class Consciousness development 
of the American workers and to further 
reduce the standard of liv ing  to  enable 
them to obtain a breathing spell from  
the contradiction of the accumulation and 
the fa llin g  rate of profit, by the reduc
tion of the necessary labor through speed
up and lower wages.

The aim of the working class must be 
to u tilize  th is contradiction to widen the 
gap between these economic contradic
tions of the capitalist mode of produc
tion, accelerate the process of class con
sciousness and force a reorganization o f 
labor power to productive power— by the 
reduction of hours w ith  NO REDUCTION 
OF PAY. Only class pressure properly 
organized and directed by the Communist 
party can accomplish th is task.

Up to the present our constant and 
consistent criticism  and activ ity  against 
the S talin ist course in the unemployment 
field and the ir fa ilure to mobilize a strug
gle, or a t least to prepare the ground 
fo r it, around the slogan of the six-hour- 
day and five-day-week and no reduction 
to  pay, has, as we have pointed out more 
than once in the columns of the M ilitan t, 
resulted in allowing the capitalists to 
proceed w ith  this gigantic problem un
hampered, w ithout a warning to the 
class, w ithout a directive to  the class 
as though we were automatons to be 
handled and remolded to  the capita list’s 
desires.

The capitalists and the ir government 
have been steadily, and w ithout too 
much bragging, working on this problem.
They have floundered, they have made 
mistakes, but being le ft alone by the 
vanguard of the proletariat, they were 
able to at least takes some steps “ in 
the rig h t direction”  toward strengthen
ing the ir class position against the in
evitable coming head-on struggles.

Long before last summer when Hoover 
called a conference of business leaders, 
financiers, industria lists, labor fakers, 
etc., to consider the “ reduction of 
hours" and means of “ speeding up busi
ness reoevery” , the most capable techni
cians and capitalist leaders had worked 
out prelim inary steps to release some of 
the pressure of permament mass unem
ployment, not through unemployment in 
surance or immediate re lief, but through 
more fundamental class steps fo r the ir 
own class interest, because as yet, the 
class was not resisting in  an effective 
manner the onslaught*. Wage cuts were

results in the “share the 
ment.”

work move-

I t  must be remembered tha t th is is 
the capita list’s side of the problem and 

the capitalist class, is the establishment ,g the opposlte in  content i f  not in  form  
o f the “ legal”  apparatus to “ solve”  th is of the workers side o f the question of 
problem. They have established a na- the reduction o f hours. The capitalist 
tional organization, w ith  W alter Teagle, j method brings w ith  i t  lower wages and 
of the Standard O il, who is  now devoting greater speed-up. The workers side, 
his fu ll tim e to this “emergency”  fo rj tro u g h  the class struggle drives in  the 
( I  suppose) a “ dollar” a year, ju s t like j opposite direction. The class pressure
he devoted his time to the “ emergency' 
of the last world war. They know what 
emergencies are and act accordingly. The 
committee functions throughout the coun
try , covering every avenue of activ ity  us
ing labor power.

“ The entire country has been divided 
into sections. In  each locality a chair
man has been appointed who in  turn 
enlists the heads of the large business 
and industries. A ll the firms n the same 
line are grouped together and a vice 
group or chairman as appointed who in  
tu rn  enlists the heads of large business 
and industries. General meetings are held 
throughout the country, as well as group 
meetings, and representatives v is it in 
dividual firms to explain the advantages 
of the plan.”  “ Moreover, much lite ra 
ture is distrbuted and plans are worked 
out fo r adopting the scheme to special 
-cases” . (New York Times, Oct. 30”

Teagle says, “ more than 3000 firms, 
mostly in  the manufacturing and indus
tr ia l fie ld have already adopted sim ilar 
plans and i t  is estimated that i f  they 
had not done so 3,500,000 more workers 
would have been added to the lis t of un
employed.”  One can read almost daily 
accounts of the “practical plan”  and its

w ill determine to what degree i t  can drive 
the movement in  the opposite direction. 
The role of4 the party w ill determine 
much of this. Stalinism has already ans
wered. We Communist workers should 
answer them by removing such leaders 
and replacing them w ith  Marxists. By 
recalling the Left Opposition to the party.

Speaking of “ Job sharing” , Teagle says, 
“ The help o f the ablest business execu
tives is required. We are try ing  to mob
ilize  these men fo r an attack on what 
I  consider the principle obstacle to  the 
return of prosperity: unemployment.”  
One should not confuse the terminology 
Teagle uses w ith  the real essence o f the 
problem. The m inority exploiters must 
always cloak the ir “ attack”  against the 
workers in  class collaboration drapes 
when the class relations are so favorable 
fo r them.

The Left Opposition w ill continue its  
propaganda in this field and Coordinate 
it  w ith  the other pressing immediate de
mands fo r the struggle against unem
ployment and point out that the solution j 
of the problem is found in  the revolu
tionary overthrow of capitalism. As 
Stalinism “grows”  in  America so grow 
the mistakes of Stalinism. —OEHLER.

Trotsky Speaks to American Audiences on 
Significance of Russian Revolution

Stalinist Zig-zags on the Chicago Conference
(Concluded from  last issue)

The Party changed its  position on the 
united fron t in the Chicago a ffa ir. But 
it  changed it  in  usual fashion. I t  re
mained silent about th is reversal of 
policy. I t  continued to preach “ united 
fron t from  below” . I t  fa iled to educate 
its  membership about th is change w ith 
the result that there is naturally con
fusion in  the party ranks. That is why 
it  necessary fo r Gebert to discuss the 
lessons of the conference.

Party Confusion
In  his appeal fo r funds, Goldman, the 

I. L. D. lawyer, characterized the united 
fron t quite correctly. He stated that it  
was a unity of workers of various pol
tica l parties and other organizations, 
united in  common struggle on an issue 
that effected a ll workers. Goldman went 
so fa r as to restate Trotsky’s declarer 
tion on the united fro n t: we w ill even 
make a united fron t w ith  the devil. Be
tween Goldman’s speech and that of 
W illiamson lay a great abyss. In  the. 
D is tric t Committee of the party an in 
tense discussion revolved around the 
united fron t, i t  found itse lf face to face 
w ith  a rea lity that contradicted the posi
tion of the party. That is why comrade 
M, whom Gebert takes to task, could not 
understand why the leaders o f the So
cia list party and other Right wing or-

its  fa ilu re  to draw into the executive 
committee other delegates besides those 
from the Workers League, the Unemploy
ed Councils and the Socialist groups, he 
makes a final plea fo r the extension of 
the united policy as practised in Chicago.

Our View
In  the leaflet distributed to the demon

stration (See M ilitan t, No. 144) the Op
position, declared its  approval of the uni
ted fron t and ponted out that th is united 
fron t was precisely what the Opposition 
had been calling fo r at a ll times. We 
welcomed the change in  the line of the 
party, because the change was a correct 
one, perm itting the Communists to gain 
contact w ith  w ider masses of workers, 
to demonstrate before them the superior
ity  of the position of the Communists 
over other po litica l movements, and 
thereby winning support of non-Commun- 
is t masses. I t  enabled fu rther an expos
ure of the Socialists as splitters and be
trayers, who kept the threat of w ith 
drawal from  the conference over the 
head of its  participants, i f  too m ilitan t 
a policy was adopted. But we raised 
the slogan o f: ‘M aintain the United Front’ 
because the struggle of the unemployed 
did not end w ith  the demonstrations. I t  
remains just as acute today as ever and 
the party must continue the correct be
ginning. But from  a ll appearances the

because it  is not a complete and thorough 
change, it  is incorrect. The party gained 
in  Chicago. The policy of the united 
fron t as advocated by the Opposition was 
vndicated there as it  is vindicated every
where. In  Germany, the Berlin organi
zation carried out a sim ilar policy and 
locked horns w ith  the Central Committee. 
In  the United States, the Central Com
m ittee remained silent. Why?

The party has as its  task t'o bring about 
c la rity . I t  must not hedge, and make 
half changes while maintaining the theor
etical base fo r a false position. Away 
w ith the theory o f social Fascism and 
the “united fron t from  below!”  Then 
the party w ill be in  a position to make 
greater progress. —ALBERT GLOTZER

(Continued from page 1)
Let me sum up the events which date 

from 1905. In  accordance w ith its  im
mediate task, the Russian revolution was 
a bourgeois revolution but the Russian 
bourgeoisie was already entirely reac
tionary. The victory of the Russian 
revolution was, therefore, possible only 
as the victory of the proletariat. But 
the victorious proletariat w ill not stop 
at the program of the bourgeoisie; It 
w ill go on to a program of socialism.

This was the theory of the permanent 
revolution formulated by me in  1905, and 
since then exposed to severest criticism  
under the name of “ Trotskyism” . I t  
is clear, therefore, that the general 
causes of the revolution were visible to 
the Marxists long before it  occurred.

The firs t and most general explanation 
Is that Russia was a backward country, 
but only a part of world economy, only 
an element of the capitalist world sys
tem. . . .

In  this lies the real reason fo r the 
Russian revolution; i t  occurred because 
the chain broke at its  weakest link. The 
deplorable condition of the fu tile  mon
archic system, aggravated by capitalism ’s 
exploitation, created a te rrific  force which 
found its  realization in  the proletariat.

A fundamental factor was the exist
ence of great revolutionary resources in 
the oppressed nationalities w ith in  the 
borders of the empire, constituting 57 
per cent of the to ta l population. To 
theee must be added the experiences of 
the revolution o f 1905, which Lenin call
ed the dress rehearsal of the revolu
tion o f 1917 and which witnessed the firs t 
creation of the Soviets, and the imperial
is t w ar. . . .

Last, but fa r from  least, was the ex 
Istence of a powerful Bolshevist party, 
the most revolutionary party In the his
tory of mankind. I t  was the liv ing  con
densation o f the modern history o f Rms 
sia---- I t  learned to recognize the weak
nesses of society as typified in  the great 
events of the twelve years from  1905 
to 1917. I t  educated cadres equally capa
ble of in lta tive  and subordination to dis
cipline. Its  revolutionary activities were 
based on the unity o f its  doctrines, on 
the trad ition of the common struggles, 
and confidence in its trusted leadership. 
Thus stood the party in the year 1917.

In  September Lenin, who was compel
led to keep in hiding, gave the signal— 
“The crisis is ripe! the hour o f the in 

Archlves of the Left Opposition

Engels on the International Revolution

ganizations were seated at the conference, united fron t has disbanded not only be-
Comrade M. we must declare, correctly 
interpreted the party policy. And while 
Gebert is essentially in  the rig h t in  his 
criticism  of M.’s position, he should de
clare that the policy o f the party is wrong 
and that the united fron t in  Chicago 
marked a departure from  the official 
S talinist position on the united front.

Under the train ing of the theory of 
social Fascism, and having been taught 
that the party would not and could not 
s it around one table w ith  social Fascists, 
nor fo r that matter in  one conference, 
comrade M. drew his logical conclusions 
that it  was wrong to have seated Borders 
and Schneid, of the Socialist party, 
McVeigh of the Farmer-Labor Party, and 
others.

What is more amusing is the close of 
Gebert’s article. A fte r correctly c ritic 
izing the conference for its  fa ilu re  to 
attempt to draw employed workers into 
the movement, fo r having failed to appeal 
to the A. F. of L. fo r support (does this 
not sound strange coming from Gebert 
or is there a new line in  the offing), fo r

cause the Socialists welcomed the end of 
the demonstration and thereby the ir par
ticipation, but also, because the party 
likewise was prepared to end the united 
fron t w ith  the close of the demonstra
tion. This is a great error and a crime 
against the unemployed workers who 
need leadership and united action.

But Gebert’s humor is too tragic. He 
calls fo r an extension of the united fron t 
policy applied in Chicago, but does not 
raise the cry of maintaining the present 
united fr ’ont and extending the struggle 
it  began. He does not declare that the 
official policy of the party must be dis
carded because it  is false and contra
dicts the entire event in Chicago. Which 
shall i t  be? “ United fron t from  below” , 
which means no united fron t at a ll— or, 
a united fron t of a ll workers and their 
organizations, as took place in  Chicago. 
The party must declare itself. I t  cannot 
face two ways on this question.

We have no doubt the pressure of the 
situation brought about this “ new line” . 
But this change is only a beginning and

Falsification o f h is to ry ! In  this con
cise phrase can be summed up the en
tire  present campaign of the Stalinists 
in attempting to give to  the ir false 
theories a heredity dating back to the 
days of Marx and Engels. But what 
they can do w ith  the as yet unpublished 
works o f Lenin, they are unable to do to 
those w ritings of the founders of scien
tific  socialism that saw the lig h t of 
day long before the era o f the present 
epigones.

An excellent and concise presentation 
of the view of Engels on the question 
o f ‘socialism in one country’, is obtained 
from the pamphlet entitled “ Principles 
of Communism.”  This w riting  composed 
of a series of questions and answers, was 
a d ra ft of a program submitted by En
gels to the Communist League in  1847. 
The d ra ft was used by Marx in the crea
tion of that masterpiece o f programmatic 
literature, “ The Communist Manifesto.”

The work appeared in  America as one 
o f the series o f pamphlets in  ‘The L ittle  
Red L ib rary” , under the title  “ Principles 
of Communism”  (published by the Com
munist party). Unfortunately, a serious 
typographical error crept in, making un
in te llig ib le  the answer to the question 
that we are concerned w ith. Since then, 
it  has appeared, in  an understandable 
manner—damning to the authors o f the

present program of the Communist In 
ternational.

We shall quite from Ryazaonff’s “ Com
munist Manifesto” , (page 332). To the 
question o f whether it  w ill be possible 
to establish a socialist society in one 
country alone, Engels has the follow ing 
to say.

“ Answer: No. Large-scale industry, 
by creating a world-market, has so lin k 
ed up the peoples of the earth, and es
pecially the civilized peoples of the earth, 
that each of them is dependent on what 
happens in other lands. Further, the so
cial development of a ll civilized coun
tries has become so sim ilar that every
where the struggle between bourgeoisie 
and proletariat, the two classes of society 
upon which the issue depends, has become 
the dominating struggle of the day. The 
Communist revolution w ill, therefore, not 
be a national revolution alone; i t  w ill 
take place in a ll civilized countries, or 
at least in Great B rita in , the United 
States, France, and Germany at one 
and the same time. In  each o f these 
countries it  w il take a longer' Or shorter 
time to develop according to whether 
industria l life  has attained a high de
gree o f evolution, has amassed great 
wealth, and has a considerable quantity 
of the forces o f production at its dis
posal.”  —H. S.

surreetion has approached.”  He w ii 
right. The bourgeoisie fina lly lost its  
head. The democratic parties wasted 
the remains of the confidence of the 
masses. The Russian army no longer 
wanted to fight fo r the foreign aims 
of im perialism .. .The oppressed national
ists rose up against the bureaucracy of 
Petrograd; in  the most important sec
tions of Soviet Russia the Bolshevik! 
were dominant. The Soviets demanded 
action. The time was ripe to  strike -----

Only under sue social and political 
conditions was the insurrection possible, 
and thus it  also became inevitable 
The party carried through the October 
insurrection w ith cold calculation. . . .  For 
this reason, i t  brought to victory the 
Bolshevik! in  a country occupying one- 
sixth o f the surface of the globe,

The question now comes u p : What waa 
achieved at the high cost o f the rev
olution? Many critics take malicious joy 
over the fact that the land of the Soviet* 
bears but little  resemblance to a realm 
of general well-being. What did the rev
olution do and why did the sacrifice* 
ju s tify  themselves?

Permit me to th ink that the difficultie* 
and the mistakes, as well as the achieve
ments o f the Soviets, are no less fam ilia r 
to me than to any one else But in c ritic 
ism as well as in  acclamation, disp&a- 
sion is needed. Fifteen years ! Fifteen 
years is a long oeriod in the life  of 
a man. But fifteen years in  the life  of 
a people is just a minute on the clock 
of history. In  the course o f the C iv il 
War in the United States, 50,000 men 
were killed.

Can such sacrifices be justified from  
the standpoint of the progressive force*
of American society___Absolutely! And
from the standpoint of the development 
o f humanity as a whole, there can be no 
doubt whatever.

Out of the C iv il War came the present 
United States, w ith  it*  unbounded prac
tica l in itia tive, its  technology and its  
economic life ...T h e  deepest, the moat 
objective and most indisputable criterion 
of social progress is the growth o f the 
Russian revolution from  th is point of 
view is already gained by experience. 
The principle of planned economy has fo r 
the firs t time in  history shown its  ab ility  
in recording unheard-of results in pro
duction in a short space o f tim e .. . .

Thus we have an explanation of the 
extraordinary persistence o f the mass
es o f the people as shown through a ll 
the years of the revo lu tion.. .The Rus
sian masses of today endure privations, 
but not passively. W ith  the ir own 
hands they are creating a better future. 
They want to create i t  at any cost. But 
let any enemy attempt to impose its  w ill 
from  the outside on the patient masses, 
and you w ill see whether they are pas
sive or not.

I  am sure that the great American peo
ple have the highest Interest, moral as 
well as material, and are in sympathy 
w ith  the effort of the great Russian peo
ple to reorganize the ir social life  on a 
higher level.

I f  my short ta lk  can help a few thou
sand, or even a hundred, Americans to 
understand the internal inevitab ility  in  
the development o f the Russian revolu
tion, my efforts w ill have been well re
warded.

J A P A N
Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 

and the Development of the Proletariat 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ By Jack W eber _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Commercial Rivalries
China forms the battleground o f the 

nations and exposes the u tte rly  hopeless 
contradictions of imperialism. Even 
back in  19061 U. S. Special Agent Clark, 
sent to Manchuria, reported: “ Manchuria 
is a very im portant market fo r American 
flour, o il, tobacco, etc., and especially fo r 
American piece goods. I t  is the only 
section of China in  which American 
piece goods practically monopolize the
m arket__ The trade of Manchuria is of
more importance to the U. S. than to  any 
other nation, w ith  the possible exception 
of Japan.” I t  was the successful Japan
ese methods of closing th is trade to the 
U. S. that led to  the Hays form ulation 
o f the Open Door policy, a policy consist
ently accepted in words by Japan and 
broken in deed by the methods of railway 
rebates to  Japanese business, by the 
ptompt delivery of Japanese goods and 
the holding up of foreign goods, by the 
forgery of trade marks,— in  fact a ll the 
methods taught by capitalism. The fo r
eigners pay fu ll duties on goods entering 
Manchuria, the Japs evade these duties. 
I t  was fundamentally th is conflict that 
led to the “po litica l”  outcry against the 
Japs in  the U. S.

Pacific Shipping
A deadly conflict is constantly being 

waged fo r control of Pacific shipping. 
Here the low wages of Japanese seamen

give Japan an advantage although she 
is at the peculiar disadvantge of requir
ing eleven sailors fo r every eight needed 
on U. S. ships due to the lower stature 
o f the Japs. Both countries use the 
shrewdest “catch-as-catch-can”  methods 
in th is conflict. Despite a ll its  disad
vantages (older and fewer ships) the 
Japs control the shipping of 80 percent 
of the ir own freightage (imports and 
exports).

Controversies with the U . S.
The period from  the Russo-Jap War 

to the present Is sown w ith  innumerable 
seeds o f conflict. The ousting of Amer
ican business from Manchuria raised a 
storm of obloquy in the press here against 
a ll things Japanese. In  San Francisco, 
Japanese children were excluded from the 
ordinary schools and were forced to  at
tend special schools fo r Orientals. The 
Japanese agitation about this matter 
caused President Roosevelt to  send the

in  China present a Gordian knot in  the 
economic battle fo r supremacy in  the 
Far East. Harriman tried to purchase 
the South Manchurian railway in  1905. 
This attempt being fu tile , Knox then 
tried to “neutralize”  Manchuria by mak
ing the railways “ international” , a move 
whose only fru it was the secret partition
ing o f Manchuria between Czarist Russia 
and Japan. In  1913 came the attempt 
to grant an international loan to China 
fo r the purpose o f building a riv a l ra il
way to the South Manchurian in  Shant
ung. The State Department approved 
the “consortium" fo r loans to China in 
1919. However, in every case Japan has 
outmaneuvered the U. S. imperialists in 
this sphere.

The W orld War intensified the struggle 
fo r mastery. The U. S. opposed the 21 
demands and the attempt of Japan to 
seize the Siberian M aritime Provinces in 
the 1918-1920 intervention. Owing to 
American cable and wireless interests, 
the U. S. opposed the ceding of the Island 
of Yap to Japan as a “ mandate” . Am
erican m ilitarism  saw w ith  dismay the 
handing over to Japan of the strategic 
Caroline and Marshall Islands and there 
has been constant fric tion  over the secret 
building o f naval bases in  these islands. 
F ina lly the United States called Japan 
to order at the Washington Conference 
in  1921 where Japan was forced to  re- 

A t th is conference the
U. S. fleet into the Pacific fo r a “ tour” 
of the world (1908). Continued fric tion  treat temporarily, 
over immigration led to the Gentlemen’s U. S. forecd the abrogation of the Anglo- 
Agreement o f 1912, the Japs withholding Jap alliance of 1902 which formed a 
passports from  laborers i f  no exclusion ' threat to the U. S., but which had also 
law were passed. But the California become embarassing to England. A t the 
alien land law of 1920 and the Supreme j  present time Stimson continues the pol- 
Court decision shutting the Japs out o f, icy o f opposition, by refu-lng to recognize 
citizenship led up to  the exclusion la w . Manchukuo. Here Is Tanaka’s view of 
o f 1924. recent developments: “The Nine Powers

The conflict over loans and railways Agreement Is exclusively the reflection of

the sp irit of trade riva lry, England and 
America wanted, by means of their great 
wealth, to smash our influence in China.
The proposal fo r the lim ita tion o f arma- j and our other class problems can only 
ments is merely a means of curta iling I be had by the overthrow of the capital-

League Resolution For New 
York Hunger March 
Conference

The follow ing resolution of the Left 
Opposition was presented to the New 
York Ratification meeting of the Unem
ployment Conference in  the selection o f 
delegates fo r the Hunger M arch: 

Resolution
The National Hunger March called by 

the Unemployment Councils has the en
dorsement and active support o f the 
Communist League of America (Opposi
tion ).

While we are actively participating in 
the day to day struggle for imediate re
lie f and consider this a most pressing 
problem of our class, we nevertheless, do 
not lose sight of, and continually point 
out, that the solution o f unemployment

our m ilita ry  power and depriving us of 
the possibility of conquering the huge 
te rrito ry  o f China” .

Chinese Trade
The share of the U. S. in  Chinese trade 

is on the increase. I t  controlled 17 per
cent of Chinese imports in 1928, the Jap
anese controlling 26.4 percent. Japan’s 
share is also increasing at the expense 
of England. The struggle of the U. S. 
against the strengthening o f Japan’s in 
fluence in China is reflected po litica lly in 
the alliance w ith  Chiang Kai-Shek. The 
Americans feel that the ir strongest ally 
would be the growth of a unified Chinese 
bourgeoisie. Aerial developments, radio 
communication, transport are being fu r
thered rapidly by U. S. capitalism.

The Strategy o f War 
Why has not war resulted long since 

between Japan and the U. S.? The ans
wer lies in the immense distances involv
ed. So long as Japan controls her in 
land sea and the open routes to China,

is t system.
The struggle for immediate re lie f and 

the mobilizing of broad layers of our 
class to support the Hunger March on 
Washington can only be accomplished 
upon the basis of the United Front, as 
the latest united fron t of the Communist 
Party, the socialist party, trade unions 
and other worker organizations of the 
Chicago Unemployment Conference. In  
order to expose the social-reformers. Any 
other so-called united fron t is only a 
caricature and a denial of the Leninist 
United Front.

The Communist League (Opposition) 
fraction of the Communist Party ask the 
delegates assembled at the New York 
ratification meeting to call upon the Com
munist party to officially send delegates 
to the Hunger March. I t  is the duty of 
the Communist party to officially send 
delegates and give Communist directives.

The Hunger March must not lim it its  
demands to immediate re lie f: To the de-

she has nothing to fear from  the U. S. mand, fo r Social and Unemployment In 
surance, must be added the demand for 
the Six Hour Day, the Five Day Week 
and no reduction in  pay. Also the de
mand fo r Long Term Credits to  the So
viet Union.

The New York Ratification meeting 
should adopt these demands and measures 
to increase the class pressure, to expose 
the enemy and to mobilize greater num
bers of our class fo r the activity of the 
class struggle.

—NEW YORK BRANCH. 
Communist League of America 

(Opposition)

w ith  its  nearest naval base 5,000 miles 
away. The effective battle radius of mo
dern fleets from  their bases is considered 
to be only 500 miles. Whether .a irc ra ft 
can revolutonize the situation remains a 
problem of the future. Japanese control 
of the Caroline and Marshall Islands 
means a threat to the flank of any in 
vading navy over 2,000 miles of its  route 
by submarines. Only w ith  the help o f a 
capita list Russia could the U. S. hope to 
emerge from an impasse in  case of war 
w ith  Japan.

(To Be Continued)
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The Question of W ar Debts
W orld  Bourgeiosie Upset by Sharp Conflicts Over Problem

The elections are over and the poli
ticians can again ta lk  openly about what 
the bankers have been discussing p ri
vately. The war debt question has push
ed itse lf to the fore and has taken some 
of the columns devoted to the beer ques
tion. Hoover and Roosevelt are discuss
ing th is issue. The democrats and repub
licans are try ing  to iron out some of 
the difficulties to enable Congress to pre
sent a working basis in  order that the 
capitalists may have a suitable Christmas 
present th is year.

The question of the American loans 
is one o f the most im portant knots the 
capitalists have to unravel. Its  im port
ance is due to the fact that the war 
debts is one side of the question of mar
kets. And markets is a life  and death 
question fo r the capitalists of the Uni
ted States. The extension .of long and 
short term  credits to other capitalist 
nations out of the vast accumulation of 
the American capitalis s has its  many- 
sided difficulties in this decay stage.

T lie  history of the American loans to 
the allies, Americas entrance into the 
war and the continuation of heavy bor
rowing by Europe after the war, express 
ed by the struggle over Reparations, has 
been given firs t attention by the Ameri- 
ran capitalists, even though the middle- 
class congressmen wonld have us believe 
otherwise.

Since the Lausanne Conference, re
parations from Germany, fo r the allies, 
is  a thing of the past; so the allies want

expanded markets, larger profits and in 
terest. A fte r the war, American loans 
were necessary to retain these markets, 
and prop up decay capitalism. The Capi
ta lists desire payment o f the debts but 
Europe cannot pay in  gold and America 
does not want too many of her commo
dities. They must find a way out. They 
ta lk about capacity to pay and inab ility  
to pay but under i t  a ll revolves the ques
tion of the redivision o f the world mar
kets. Hearst and other jingo mongers 
suggest the allies pay w ith  colonies1, but 
the bankers know a better way.

United States is the creditor nation of 
the capitalist chain. And Europe repre
sents the greatest market of the Amer- 
can capitalists. Today the war debts 
stands in  between European markets and 
American export of commodities and cap
ita l. The task of the American capital
ists is to tu rn  the revision o f war debts 
into a lever to open up some American 
markets. I t  is a d ifficu lt task but not an 
impossible one.

The reparation “ settlement” has le ft 
England and the other “allies” w ith no 
war indemnities. But Uncle Sam calls 
for payment. They are at the mercy of 
the United States, providing the Ameri
can capitalists do not make any false 
moves.

The policy of Hoover and Roosevelt 
in  essence is the same. Both are against 
cancellation, Both leave the door open 
for fu rthe r consideration. Roosevelt does 
not want a Debt Commission, but both

to consider the debts in the same lig h t.1 are fo r separate dealing w ith  the credit- 
But Uncle Sam is not so foolish. Ac- ors< and that is the v ita l point of. a8ree 
cording to the latest figures the American ment. The present line up, w ith  the 

allies caught in  between the Reparation 
settlement and America's demand fo r 
“ payment” opens the door fo r a possible 
“ European United Front”  against the 
United States. This is a desire, but con
tradictions in Europe w ill not allow it  
to become a fact, providing American 
capitalism uses ordinary intelligence.

In  dealing separately, the United States 
is taking advantage of the differences be
tween these other nations, as well as us
ing i t  as a blow against the most d iffi
cu lt conditions. The notes to England 
and France are entirely different, leaving 
room fo r “ ta lk ” w ith England and de
manding payment from France. I t  was 
France, w ith her gold supply that led 
the attack on the American dollar and 
W all Street w ill not forget this, and 
would like to relieve her of part of th is 
weapon against the D ollar supremacy. I t  
was England which mapped out a program 
at Ottawa which when carried into effect 
w ill reduce the exports o f American capi
talism  to the B ritish  Empire by at least 
200 m illion dollars. America is ready to 
“ ta lk ” about war debts providing she 
can use this to her advantage against 
France and to get to the problem of mar
kets and the stone w all of the Ottawa 
conference results.

The American capitalist press and lead
ing organized capita list bodies know what 
the War Debt ta lk is a ll about. The 
Chamber of Commerce report, says among 
many things, that, “The best interests of 
the United States requires that modifica
tion should be conditioned upon definite

LEON TROTSKY

capitalists and their government loaned 
$7,077,000,000 to Europe during the war, 
and $3,261,000,000 after the war, making 
a to ta l of 10 b illion  dollars. In  principle 
and interest the borowers agree to pay 
22 b illion  dolars and have paid $2,628,- 
000,000 before the Hoover Moratorium.
Now the low world price level has dou
bled the debt when considered in  the 
lig h t of payment in kiiid .

When the last world war broke out 
the loans to these European nations 
meant, considering the relationship of 
forces—European War plus American 
loans produced rich new markets fo r 
the American capitalists. The Americans 
were able to take over markets in  a ll 
parts of the world. Loans to riva l im
perialists in  Europe enabled the United 
States capitalists to invade the long pro
tected European markets. Factories hum
med and profits rolled in while the re
formers and the labor leaders behind the 
workers to American im perialist plans.

The decision of America to enter the 
war on the side o f the ‘“ a llies”  like a ll 
other problems, fo r the determining 
reason, sifted down to the question of 
economic interest. The bankers judge
ment has proven fru itfu l but the objec
tive conditions of decay capitalism has 
reduced and contradicted the measures 
fo r fu rthe r world domination.

As soon as the war was over Great 
B rita in  and the other allies took imme
diate steps to get out of the clutches of 
the American dollar. The B ritish  Gov
ernment withdrew orders fo r American 
commodities at war time prices. The 
cancellation of these orders would shat
ter the structure and hopes of the Am
erican imperialism. Hoover who was 
the United States Food Adm inistrator at 
the time wrote President W ilson:

“ Our manufacturers have provided 
the particular types of manufacture re
quired by each of these governments and 
have enormous stocks of these material
on hand ready for delivery. I f  there: T[le papel.s refer in explanation to “ the! “ bare-faced commanding and domineer- 

remedy to the mtuation m ,ltpmr .,lmlR m  atHtnde to the ones- ine.” In everv Individ.

provisions fo r such treatment of our trade 
by the debtor nations as w ill assure 
access of American goods to its  markets 
on fa ir competitive terms.”

The New York Times in  an editoria l 
on War Debts on November 26th informs 
Congress that, “ Realization of the in te r
dependence of the world is wanted in 
Congress today.”  I t  starts the editoria l 
w ith  the above sentence and makes the 
follow ing conclusion: “ If ,  by our attitude 
toward Great B rita in  and France, the 
hope of Germany to progress is destroy
ed, what barrier w ill remain against the 
spread of Communism.” In  the decay of 
capitalism American must not only pro
tect herself and her markets but sne can
not put th is above the capitalist interest 
to prevent the spread of the October rev
olution.

I t  looks as through the American cap
ita lis ts  and their government are in  an 
impasse. Gold and commodities in pay
ment according to the world price level 
is out of the question. There is another 
way which w ill enable the American im
perialists to gain an advantage point in 
the present world struggles.

The Moratorium was an important pre
lim inary step fo r the realizng of the 
line up of the imperialists fo r the com
ing war. Now the American imperialists 
are making haste to gain an advantage 
point in  the present world struggle 
through fu rther use of the War Debts as 
a club over the heads of her allies. The 
alies of course are trying  to tu rn  the 
loans into a club over America’s head.

The discussion over the war debts, is 
taking on the plan, no matter what form 
they cloak the barter fo r cancellation or 
reduction of loans in, of America’s strug
gle as the leading im perialist to extend 
her domination over greater sections. The 
U. S. aim is : (1) fo r trade concessions,
(2) fo r secret agreements for the United 
States in the re-alignment o f world forces 
in preparation for the approaching war,
(3) and the struggle to rebuild a world 
financial structure w ith Dolar supremacy,
(4) and to prop up decay capitalism.

The question has been posed in bold
relief by the world crisis and the imper
ialists are struggling to answer it  in  
their own way, to the ir own liking. But 
they are not the only ones concerned w ith 
the problems or are they the only ones 
who are “ s itting  in  the game” .

The proletariat and their party the 
Communist party, threaten to upset the 
whole stucture. W ith the Marxian theory 
of the permanent revolution the revolu
tionists can alter the whole course.

—HUGO OEHLER.
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Is the A .F .o f L. Moving Leftward?
(Continued from  page 1) 

question presents itse lf also in the form  
o f a grievance. How can they lead the 
organized workers w ith in  “ safe”  chan
nels so long as the employers insist upon 
what they consider a too heavy price of 
wage Cutting— too heavy because the 
workers appear to become unw illing to 
accept? They s till remember the editor
ia l in  the Scripps-Iloward newspaper 
chain three years ago, a t the time of the 
Toronto convention. That editoria l gave 
them a gentle slap: “ You self-complac
ent officers are too easy in  your swivel 
chairs while the job of organizing the 
workers in the South is le ft to the Com
munists. You must assert your leader
ship.” They then smarted under the 
sting. And now, although th is is like ly 
going considerably beyond the scope of 
the advice o f that editorial, the swivel 
chair artists are aiming to show leader
ship in order te regain the ir previous 
position of being able to force conces
sions from  capitalism sufficient to be
come again the trusted and well-reward
ed lieutenants. That this can be fu lly  
substantiated there need be no doubt and 
it  would be dangerous to fa ll into any 
illusions whatever as to anything else 
being expected from  them.

Even the most sketchy analysis w ill 
easily bear this out. For example, the 
main sponsor of the unemployment insur
ance proposal was John L. Lewis. The 
very one who has long ago solved his 
own problem of security—crisis or no

York Times quotes Green as hinting 
“ force”  at the A F. of L. convention to 
get the shorter week. Yes he did speak 
very radically when he exclaimed:

“ We say that we are going to strike 
fo r this great economic refbrm. Jfast 
as the carpenters led the fight fo r the 
eight-hour day, so the time has come fo r 
some m ilitan t union to lead the fight fo r 
the shorter work-day and work-week. 
I  and my associates on the executive 
council are going to find a way out even 
though we may be compelled to resort to 
forcible methods to compel industry to 
yield. We w ill not be denied the rea li
zation of th is great reform. I t  w ill be 
given to us in response to reason or 
we w ill secure i t  through force of some 
kind.”

Thus spoke the pious Baptist Green, 
but we are sure that we get a much bet
ter picture of him from  one of his typical 
statements appearing in  the “ Federation- 
is t” o f June 1931. He said;

“ As depression has laid its  paralyzing 
hand on the business o f the world, bring
ing catastrophe to a quarter of a m il
lion of people, we look to gatherings of 
captains of finance and leaders o f indus
try  to find the way out.”

The Real Green
We s till remember Green in his true 

role pledging at the Hoover conference, 
during the early part of the crisis, that 
there would be no strikes during this 
period of economic stress. We remember 
him  speaking at West Point, close to that

crisis. By his one-time firs t lieutenant, j time- «lv in g w fiat was tantamount to a 
Frank Farrington he was accused—and i P^dse labors docile readiness fo r the 
there would be little  reason to disbelieve aex*' war. W hile there has been a change 
the accusation—of having accepted $100,- j *n Phraseology, has there been any change 
000 from the Kentucky coal m ining in- j *n essence since that time? Hardly, 
terests to keep that fie ld working during ^he old heads, if  such a distinction 
the miners national strike of 1922. He can *5e made the convention Corridors, 
was accused of having received $650,000 deplored the actions taken by the dele- 
from  the Harrim an bank of New York £a*es- They were more intransigeantly

standpat and could not see the reason 
fo r indulging in the luxury of such a

ment of Furuseth, who by his own pow
ers, guarded as the rock o f ages, has suc
ceeded in reducing the International Sea
mens’ Union to a mere shell. He ex
claimed : “ The insurance proposal w ill 
make out of a free man a pledging beg
gar who must go fo r his food to others.” 
W ell, is that not already the position 
which he has helped the members of 
his own union so excellently to arrive 
at? Howard of the International Typo-

fo r services rendered in  Pennsylvania 
during that same strike when 60,000 Fay
ette and Somerset county miners found modern_ maneuver. Listen to the argu- 
themselves betrayed and the ir new bud
ding organization destroyed. He now 
more particularly feels the sting of the 
most recent revolt in  Illin o is  where 30 
to 40,000 miners have definitely parted 
w ith his wrecking policies and taken the 
direction of the Progressive Miners Un
ion. Surely he has reason to make an 
attempt at staging a comeback and he 
w ill have not the slightest scruples in 
making it  apparently via the progres
sive route. Even Matthew ,Woll, the 
chairman of the convention resolution 
committee, to whom no red-baiting meth
od is too debasing and no ambition too 
elevated, just as long it  gives him pub
lic ity , was “ won” for the proposal. Not 
to forget V ictor A. Olander, the secret
ary of the resolutions committee, often 
named the statesman of labor because of 
his ab ility  to give a kind of lo fty  theor
etical interpretation to the base posi
tion of serving capital w ith in  labors’ 
ranks, also was “ won”  fo r the proposal.

A ll have become “convinced” that dras
tic  steps are required by the present un
employment situation. Undoubtedly they 
feel that they have been le t down by 
their benefactors and are animated by the 
zeal o f a “ ju s t” grievance. The New

International Workers School
Attend the Classes 

Monday
STATE AND REVOLUTION—WEBER 

Wednesday
THEORETICAL SYSTEM OF MARX

ISM—OEHLER.

Sunday
HISTORY OF THE COMINTERN— 

SHACHTMAN

Our Second Term Begins January F irst. 
Next issue w ill carry announcement of 
classes and instructors.

Soviet Economy in Danger
(Continued from  last issue) ( (Pravda). Instead of a sensitive ap-

But why are the liv ing  conditions bad? proach to the workers, there obtain

should be no 
we shall have a debacle in the American 
markets, and with the advance of sev
eral hundred million dollars now out
standing from the banks to the pork- 
products industry we shall not only be 
precipitated into a financal crisis but 
shall betray the American farmers who 
have engaged in these ends. The surplus 
is so large that there can be no absorp
tion of i t  in the United States, and it, 
being perishable, w ill go to waste.”

The American capitalist were caught in 
a structure of their own making. They 
could not w ithdraw without losing their 
key position. They were forced to wade 
deeper into international problems. From 
this flows the post war loans. To protect 
and extend American markets.

As soon as the D ollar “ solved’’ one con
tradiction a new one, more menacing 
grew out of the "solution” . Additional 
loans preserved her markets and held off 
the day o f reckoning. By 1923 the exten
sion of the October revolution had out
grown other dangers and a series of 
measures from the Dawes plan down to 
the present have been taken—to save to t
tering capitalism, to hold in check riva l 
imperialism and to insure markets fo r 
America. Expensive markets, but never
theless markets.

American loans to Europe had its  posi
tive politica l side in  the past but the 
quantity of the loans has reached such 
proportions, particularly w ith  Germany, 
that a quantity change has taken place 
and fu rther loans on the same basis 
shakes the structure of American econ
omy.

The contradictions have grown. In  the 
past the allies paid what Uncle Sam ex
tended in loans. The American loans 
through the Dawes Plan and the Young 
Plan kept ahead of the reparation pay
ment on the one hand and the repay
ment of loans by the allies on the other 
hand. In  addition to this between 1923 
. .n., 1928 American exports to  Europe 
have increased by $281,000,000 but Amer- 
can loans in the same period increased 
in  value by $490,000,000. American ae- 
umulation of capital is the concrete ex-
ession of Marx’s abstraction in “ Das 

Capital” .
During the war America loaned to the 

allies commodites in  the form  of muni- 
Uems, textiles, cereal and tobacco. In  
return, the American capitalists obtained

contemptuous ( !)  attitude to the ques
tions relating to the liv ing  conditions of 
the workers and to providing them w ith 
the necessities of life .” (F. I .  September 
24). W ith  this single expression the 
S talinist press has said more than it  
had intended. “A contemptuous attitude” 
to the needs of the workers in a work
ers’ state is possible only on the part 
of an arrogant and uncontrolled bureau
cracy.

This risky explanation was made nec
essary, no doubt, in order to hide the 
basic fa c t: the direct lack o f material 
goods to supply the workers. The na
tional income is incorrectly distributed. 
Economic tasks are being set w ithout 
any acocunt being taken o f the actual 
.means. An increasingly inhuman load is 
being dumped on the shoulders of the 
workers.

References to “breaks”  in the supply of 
foodstuffs are now to be met w ith  in  ev
ery num ber'of the Soviet press. Malnu
tritio n  plus forced exertions. The com
bination of these two conditions is enough 
to do away w ith  the equipment and to 
exhaust the producers themselves. In  
consolation, Pravda prints a photograph 
of a working woman in the act of feed
ing “ her own private”  pig. That is pre-

ing.” In  every individual instance the 
matter touches isolated factories. Pravda 
cannot guess that the sum of the ind iv i
dual cases constitutes the S talinist re
gime.
In  the entire non-ferrous metal industry, 

“ there is not a single factory committee 
that functions more or less satisfactor
ily ” (For Industria lization, September 
13). However, how and why is i t  that 
in a workers’ state the factory committees 
—of the entire industry and not only in 
the branch of non-ferrous metals—func
tion unsatisfactorily? Is  i t  not, perhaps, 
because they are strangled by the party 
bureaucracy ?

A t the Dzherjinsky locomotive plant, 
during a single session o f the nucleus bu
reau of the blacksmiths, there were taken 
up simultaneously 18 cases of expulsions 
from the p a rty ; in  the wheelwrights— 
9 cases! in the boilermakers—12 cases. 
The matter is not restricted to an isolat
ed factory. Commandeering reigns every
where. And the sole answer of the bur
eaucracy to the in itia tive  and criticism  
from below are—repressions.

The d ra ft of the Platform  o f the In te r
national Left Opposition proclaims, “The 
liv ing standards of the workers and the ir 
role in  the state are the highest criter- 
ions of socialist successes.”  “ I f  theeisely the way out. “Private domestic, . ,

economy” , lectures the paper (October' S talin ist bureaucracy had approached the
3), “hitherto tied the worker to capital-1 tas,ks. of piannln& and of the liv ing  re- 
ism but now it  attaches him to the So-' gula ion of economy from  this view- 
viet system.” One cannot believe one’s1 pmt ’ we wrote m«re than a year ago, 
eyes! Once upon a time we learned that 
private domestic economy depends upon
the enslavement o f the woman, the most 
abominable element of social slavery in 
general. But now it  appears that “ its

‘i t  would not have missed fire frig h t
fu lly  each time, it  would not have been 
compelled to put through the policies of 
wasteful zig-zags, and it  would not have 
been placed face to face w ith political

own private” pig attaches the proletariat: dangers. (B ulle tin  23, page 5).
to socialism. Thus,the hypocritical func
tionaries turn cruel necessity into virtue.

Rural Economy
“ The ru ra l economy of the Soviet Un-

Poor nourishment and nervous fatigue ion” , wrote Pravda on September 28, “has 
engender an apathy to the surrounding become absolutely intrenched on the 
environment. As a result, not only the' road to Socialism.” Such phrases, bol 
old factories but also the new ones that| stered up as a rule by bare citations of 
have been bu ilt according to  the last the number of collectivized homesteads 
word in technology, fa ll quickly into a and hectares, represent in  themselves a 
moribund state. Pravda itse lf issues the; hollow mockery of the actual condition 
fo llow ing challenge, “T ry and find a t' of the ru ra l economy and of the in te r
least one blast furnace that is not wal-i relations between the c ity and the v il- 
lowing in rubbish!”  I lage.

As touches the conditions o f morale,! The headlong chase a fter breaking re- 
they are no better than the physical con-j cords in colectivization, w ithout taking 
ditiong. ‘The management o f the factory] any account of the economic and cu ltural 
has cut itse lf away from  the masses” 1 potentialities of the ru ra l economy, has
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led in actuality to ruinous consequences. 
I t  has destroyed the stim uli of the small 
commodity producer long before it  was 
able to supplant them by other and much 
higher economic stim uli. The adminis
tra tive  pressure, which exhausts itse lf 
quickly in  industry, turns out to be ab
solutely powerless in the sphere o f ru ra l 
economy.

“The village of Caucasus,”  we are 
informed by this same Pravda, “ was 
awarded the prize fo r its  spring sowing 
campaign. Concurrently, the tillage 
turned out to be so poor that the fields 
were entirely, overgrown by weeds”  The 
village of Caucasus is a symbol of the 
adm inistrative hue and cry a fte r quan
tity  in the domain o f ru ra l economy. 
100 percent collectivzation has resulted 
in 100 percent overgrowth of weeds on 
the fields.

The kolkhozes were allotted more 
than 100,000 tractors. A gigantic vic
tory . But as the innumerable local 
newspaper reports show, the effectiveness 
of the tractors fa r from  corresponds to 
the ir number. A t the Poltava machine 
building station, one of the newest, “ out 
of 27 tractors recently delivered, 19 are 
already seriously damaged” . These fig
ures do not hold only fo r exceptional 
cases. The station on the Volga Ukraine 
has 52 tractors! o f these, two have been 
out of operation since spring, 14 are be
ing completely overhauled, and of the 
remaining 36, less than ha lf are being 
utilized in sowing, “ and even these re
main alternately idle.” The Coefficient 
o f the useful functioning o f the 100,000 
tractors has ont been determined as yet!

During the dizziest moment of 100 per
cent collectivization, Rakovsky made a 
stern diagnosis, “ In  the sum to ta l of 
the results which have been prepared 
for by the entire preceding policies and 
which have been aggravated by the per
iod of the u ltra -Left adventurism, the 
chief result w ill be the lowering o f the 
productive forces o f the ru ra l economy, 
indubitably evident in the sphere o f stock 
raising and in a part o f the cultivization 
devoted to raising technical raw mater
ia l, and becoming increasingly evident in 
the sphere o f the cultivations of grains."

Was Rakovsky mistaken? Unfortun
ately, no. Nothing can produce so shock
ing an impression as the small, quite 
imperceptible, decree issued by the C. E. 
C. on September 11, 1932, which met 
w ith  no comments in the Soviet press. 
Under the signature of Kalinen and

Molotov, the individual peasant propriet
ors are duty-bound to relinquish, fo r the 
needs of the kolkhozes and a t the ir re
quest, a ll horses fo r a stipulated price. 
The kolkhozes are in  turn  obliged to re
turn the horses to the ir owners in  “good 
condition” .

Such is the inter-relation between the 
Socialist and petty bourgeois sections of 
ru ra l economy! The kolkhozes which Cul
tivate 80-80 percent of the arable lands 
and which should, in  theory, a ttract the 
individualists by their achievements, are 
compelled in  actuality to resort to the 
legal aid of the state in order to obtain 
through compulsion horses from  individ
ual proprietors fo r the ir own needs. Ev
erything here is topsy-turvy. This sin
gle decree of September 11 represents a 
deadly sentence to the policies of Stalin- 
Molotov.
The Problem of Establishing the L ink
Could the inter-relations between the 

city and the village become improved on 
ths m aterial productive basis?

Let us recall once again: The economic 
foundation of the dictatorship o f the 
proletariat can be Considered fu lly  as
sured only from that moment when the 
State is not forced to resort to administra
tive measures o f compulsion as touches 
the m ajority of the peasantry in  order 
to obtan the products of ru ra l economy; 
i. e., when in return fo r machines, tools 
and objects fo r personal use, the peasants 
vo luntarily supply the state w ith  the 
necessary quantity of food-stuffs and raw 
material. Only on th is basis—along
w ith other necessary conditions, internal
ly as well as internationally—can collec
tivization obtain a true socialist char
acter.

The correlation between the prices fo r 
the products o f industry and the pro
ducts o f ru ra l economy has changed in 
dubitably in  favor of the peasant. In  
tru th , i t  is an unfeasible task, to per
form  an accounting in  this sphere that 
corresponds in  some manner to reality. 
For instance, Pravda writes that “ the 
cost of a quintal o f m ilk ranges in  the 
kolkhozes from 43 to 206 roubles.”  The 
variation is even greater between the 
State prices and the price on the legalized 
markets. No less hetergeneous are the 
prices fo r the industria l products, a ll 
depending upon the channel through 
which they reach; the peasant. But, 
w ithout in  any way pretending to be ex
act, i t  is possible to assert that the 
price-scissors, in  the narow meaning of 
the term, have been closed by the peas
ants. For its  own products, the village 
has began to obtain such a quantity o f 
monetary equivalents as would assure it  
industria l goods, at fixed state prices... 
i f  such goods obtained.

(To be continued)

graphical Union'—the one time “progres
sive”—and Frey of the Molders’ union 
were others opposing the unemployment 
insurance proposal. I f  these two la tte r 
are not amongst the older heads i t  would 
nevertheless be incorrect to accuse them 
of being more reactionary than any of 
the others.

As a matter of fact we do not at a ll 
claim a distinction or a division w ith in  
th is present coterie of unvarnished pur
veyors of deception. And yet, as i t  is 
false to lump al the A F of L  unions into 
a category of one reactionary mass so it  
could be wrong even to conceive of the 
officialdom as a homogeneous reaction
ary whole which is never subjected to the 
pressure of conditions o f the masses. 
But th is sort of confusion, and worse, 
is what springs from the S talin ist theor
izings o f “ social-Fascist” unions and 
“ social Fascist”  leaders. In  th is connec
tion it  is well to remember firs t o f a ll 
that the historical conditions fo r Faslcism 
have not as yet arisen in  America. Capi
talism  here can yet manage its  affairs 
more effectively by the bourgeois dem
ocratic methods. Secondly to lump even 
the general A F of L  officialdom, the 
higher bureaucrats and the lesser ones, 
who are of necessity closer to the rank 
and file, into the category o f Fascism 
or “ social Fascism” , does not a t a ll serve 
to make clear its  essential role. On the 
contrary this object becomes obscured. 
Workers w ill not become convinced by 
that method. I t  is therefore now more 
than ever necessary to remain straight
forward and to endeavor to educate the 
working class to an understanding that 
the role of the trade union officialdom is 
essentially the one of serving as lieuten
ants of capitalism w ith in  the ranks o f 
labor. These officials have accordingly, 
in  the past, while striving to gain col
lective bargain measures sufficient to 
jus tify  their positon, in  every funda
mental respect used the best o f the ir 
endeavors to obstruct the working class 
advance on a class basis. They have 
used as the ir method cunning, deceit, 
violence and outright betrayal. Just now 
they feel i t  necessary to step in a pro
gressive direction sufficiently to ju s tify  
their official positions w ith in  the unions 
whose members they fear to be moving 
Leftward. They feel it  necessary to pro
pose reform measures in the sense o f be
ing a safety valve fo r the capita list sys
tem. They feel it  necessary also to cap
ita lize upon the mass pressure to ask 
some concessions from  capitalism in  order 
to maintain their positions. The- future 
may see the A F o f L  officialdom in  gen
eral becoming more closely integrated 
w ith a social reform ist movement, fo r 
which there are s till possibilities o f 
growth in a lim ited sense in the United 
States. But in  essence, even on the path 
of reformism, these reactionaries o f to
day w ill serve in  the same role as in  
the past—a barrier to working class ad
vance.

There can, o f course, from  such con
siderations as these be no expectancy of 
the A F of L  hierarchy undertaking any 
fight whatsoever actually to  obtain the 
measures adopted a t the convention. 
Nevertheless the adoption offers an addi
tional opportunity fo r serious Lett wing 
activities w ith in  the trade unions. The 
economic pressure upon the masses w ill 
inevitably drive them in a Leftward d ir
ection. I t  w ill th rust forw ard serious 
and genuine progressive elements. I t  
w ill bring new life , new sp irit and new 
obligations to the present declining un
ions. But w ith  that also new and addi
tional opportunities fo r a Left wing.

—ARNE SWABECK. 
ther the A. F. o f L. convention w ill fo l-

Note—Another article  taking up fu r- 
low in  the next issue.

M O N E Y  FOR SUBS
Elsewhere in  this issue we outline the 

second phase of the Club Plan. I t  con
cerns the Paid Sub Cards. We explain 
there how this scheme can be made to 
booi t  the circulation of the M ilitan t. 
Here we want to put these Paid Sub 
Cards to an additonal use. We need 
money; not jus t fo r the usual routine of 
running an office and getting out mail. 
The situation is r'eally serious. We are 
in  a desperate financial situation. The 
two two-page issues were not tricks to 
hijack a few extra dollars out o f our 
comrades and friends.

We were forced to retreat to two pages. 
I t  was either that or1 no issue. To us 
the Continuity of the weekly M ilita n t Is 
a v ita l question. And we are sure i t  la 
that to a ll our readers. That is what is 
at stake—a weekly four pager or—what? 
We must, at once, make reasonably sure 
that we can get out a weekly four pager. 
For this purpose we need money.

But we don’t want to climb out of this 
hole to plunge into another one at a 
later date. We want, i f  possible, to em
erge from  this ersis, w ith  your help, in  
such a way that we can take a step to
ward avoiding such a crisis, in the very 
near future, at any rate. That is why 
we appeal here to you to support the 
weekly M ilita n t by buying these Paid 
Sub Cards. Buy them in  blocs o f at 
least four. That is the minimum u n it 
This gives us two dollars. Then get busy 
either selling them to workers or dis
tribu ting  theni free according to your 
circumstances.

I f  you resell them buy another bloc 
o f four or more. I f  you do th is you w ill 
be giving invaluable aid to the Militant. 
You w ill be helping it  financially and at 
the same time extending its  base. A t the 
same time you w ill have created a small 
revolving fund of your own which you 
w ll be using exclusively fo r helping the 
M ilitan t. And a ll tha t this involves fin
ancially on your part is an outlay o f a 
minimum of two dollars. The turnover 
does the trick. Everytime you buy a 
bloc o f cards fo r two dollars i t  starts 
four subs on the ir way in  addition to 
giving us financial help. Can you do It? 
I f  you can, do i t  a t once.


