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Hoover’s
Message

While the police o£ Washington were 
terrorizing theNational Hunger Marchers 
who had come to the opening session of 
Congress to demand immediate relief and 
unemployment insurance, Hoover deliv
ered his message to Congress. The mes
sage called for greater support for the 
bankers and a greater struggle against 
the workers. The highlights of the 
Hoover message called fo r: reorganiza
tion of the banking system fo r the bank
ers ; greater centralization of the gov
ernmental apparatus in the interest of 
the imperialists. An 11 percent wage 
clut fo r the Federal employees; a cut 
fo r the Veteran Fund; reduction of gov
ernment building and expense! and a 
sales tax to sh ift a greater share of the 
tax burden to the workers and the mid
dle class. Hoover may not be the next 
president but Hoover is making haste to 
serve the imperialists and beat down the 
workers further before he turns the job 
over to Roosevelt and the Democrats.

Hoover dealt primarily w ith the in
ternal dfficulties of the capitalists. In  
the main he kept in  the background the 
equally vital international questions con
fronting American imperialism. This is 
prim arily due to the fact that i f  Wall 
Street can keep Congress busy w ith the 
internal problems (that must be ans
wered), Wall Street w ill see to i t  that 
the president and the cabinet take care 
of the international problems.

The international problems can be han
dled to the best interest of the imperial
ists i f  the facts are kept in the flies and 
archives. Further, the American state 
structure has a carry-over from the past 
stage that is cumbersome and must be 
eliminated i f  the state is to function with 
speed for the imperialists. There is 
s t il l too much middle class weight of 
the old school. The new flunkies must 
be lined up to support imperialism and, 
in  the mean time, the “ reorganization 
Of the government through the grouping 
and consolidating of more than fifty ex
ecutives and independent agencies’’ must 
be put through.

Smith’s proposal for New York bears 
the same stamp. The imperialist must 
centralize the government fo r economy 
but then also use the economy argument 
as a smoke screen to extend its grip over 
the whole state at the expense of the 
other sections of the exploiters.

A fter this is accomplished they w ill 
be able to take up the international 
questions as free and above board as 
they do the internal measures for the 
bankers and against the workers.

The major international questions con
fronting the imperialists that the govern
ment departments are handling are: war 
debts, the economic conference, the dis
armament confernce, the position of the 
dollar and a relations with the USSR. 
The question of the USSR falls into three 
subdivisions: to obtain markets; the pos
sibility o f a change in the form of the 
economic war being waged against the 
Soviet Union; and precention of the ex
tension of the October revolution. Around 
the other questions, this question of the 
October revolution and the relation to 
the other imperialists, such as England, 
France, Japan and Germany are inter
woven. Amenica must find a way to gain 
a position of advantage in the coming 
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Save the Militant!
This issue appears a week late. That means that we 

have been forced to skip an issue. This is a retreat from 
the weekly Militant. It was made necessary by the increas
ing depth of our financial crisis which placed insuperable 
obstacles in the way of getting out last week’s issue.

There is no point in detailing here all the debts and 
consequent technical difficulties which forced us to this 
retreat. More eloquent than this is the loss of an Issue.

The loss of this issue is a warning to all of us. comrad
es, that unless we come to the aid of the Militant now we 
may not be able to avoid skipping issues again. We may 
even be forced to return to a semi-monthly basis. As a 
matter of fact, at the present moment, we have no way of 
telling whether we will be able to get out next week’s issue.

The life of the weekly Mlitant is at stake. The issue 
is squarely up to us. We alone can decide that it will ap. 
pear regularly as a weekly. We must make the decision 
and make it promptly.

This blow comes at a critical moment. The League has 
been making forward strides in Pittsburgh. New Castle, 
Davenport, Des Moines and Montreal. Branches have been 
organized in these cities. We have held aloft the banner of 
Communism in the Illinois coal fields. The recent develop
ments in the A. F. of L. have confirmed our program, on 
unemployment.

In all of these activities the Militant has played an out
standing part. It has consistently and tirelessly hammer
ed out the Leninist line of the Left Opposition. Now we 
stand on the threshold of further advances new and greater

possibilities to put forward, the ideas of Leninism are open
ing up new avenues. We must assure the regular appearance 
of the Militant. If our central organizer is forced to retreat 
all our other activities will be forced to retreat to a slower 
tempo.

Against this perspective we are sounding a serious note 
of alarm. This dark perspective must not be realized. We 
must make a determined struggle against It.

At the present moment this must take the form of dona
tions. First of all we must dig into our own pockets. The 
Militant comes first. Then we must scurry around to every 
sympathizer and friend, put the plight of the Militant squar
ely before him and ask him for help.

Large donations will accomplish more than small ones.
But,no amount is too small. And every penny counts.
All funds must be raised in the shortest possible time 

and rushed to the Militant at 126 East 16 Street, N. Y.

It is up to us to save the Militant. Let us pull it 
through this crisis. It is our paper; It Is the organ of the 
international proletarian revolution in the United States; it 
is the voice of Marxism; /the banner bearer of the ideas of 
the October Revolution, of the International Left Opposition. 
To have it retreat would be to strike a blow at the entire 
international movement. This must not be allowed to hap
pen.

The movement and its friends must avert this catastro
phe. It must respond with help at once. Funds m,ust be 
raised and rushed. Will you do you share?

G ov’t. Answers Hunger 
Marchers W ith  Force

Militants Surrounded by 5000 Armed Police

L. Trotsky: BONAPARTISM IN  GERMANY
The elections to the Reichstag put the 

"presidential” government to a new c rit
ical test. I t  is useful, therefore to re
mind of its social and political nature. 
I t  is precisely through the analysis of 
such concrete, and' at first glance “sud
den” political phenomena, as the govern
ment of Papen-Schleicher, that the Marx
ian method, reveals its invaluable advan
tages.

At one time we defined the “ president
ia l’ government as a species of'bonapart- 
ism. I t  would be incorrect to see in  
this definition the chance outcome of a 
desire to find a familiar name for an 
unfamiliar phenomena. The decline of 
capitalist society places again bonapart
ism together with Fascism and in con
nection with i t  on the order of the day. 
Previously we have characterized the 
government of Bruning as a bonapart- 
ist one. Then, in retrospect we narrowed 
its definition to a half, or pre-bonapartist 
one.

What did other Communists and in 
general “ left groups say in this connec
tion? To await an attempt at a scien
tific definition of a new political phenon- 
mena from the present leadership of the 
Comintern would, of course, be naive, 
not to say foolish. The Stalinists simply 
place Papen in the Fascist camp. I f  
Wells and H itle r are “ twins”  then such 
a trifle  as Papen is altogether not worth 
breaking ones head about. This is the 
came political literature which Marx 
called vulgarian and which he taught us 
to despise. In  reality Fascism represents 
one of the two main camps of civil war. 
Stretching his arm to power, H itler first 
of a ll demanded the relinquishing of the 
street to him for 72 hours. Hindenburg 
refused this. The task of Papen-Schleich
er—to avoid civil war by disciplining 
amicably the national-socialists and 
chaining the proletariat to police fetters. 
The very possibility of such a regime is 
determined by the relative weakness of 
the proletariat.

The SAP rids itself of the question of 
the Papen government as well as of other 
question by means of general phrases. 
The Brandlerists preserved silence on 
our definition as long as the matter con
cerned Bruning, that means the incuba
tion period of bonapartism. When, how
ever, the Marxian characteristic of Bona
partism confirmed itself fu lly  by theory 
and practice of the presidential govern
ment the Brandlerites came out w ith their 
critic ism : the wise owl of Thalheimer 
takes flight in the late hours of the night.

The Stuttgart “ Workers Tribune” teach
es us that bonapartism raising the m ili
tary-police apparatus over the bourge
oisie in order to defend it® class domina
tion against its own political parties, 
must be supported by the peasantry and 
must use methods of social democracy. 
Papen is not supported by the peasantry 
and does not introduce a pseudo-radieai 
prrogam. Therefore, our attempt to define 
the government of Papen as bonapartism 
“ does not fit at a ll” . This is severe but 
carries no weight.

How do the Brandlerites themselves 
define the government of Papen? In  the 
same issue of the “Tribune”  there are 
very timely announcements of the lec
ture of Brandler on the subject: “Junker- 
monarchical, Fascist or proletarian dicta
torship?” In  this triad the regime of 
Papen is presented as a Junker- monarch
ist dictatorship. This is most worthy of 
the “ Forward”  and of vulgar democrats 
in general. That titled German bona- 
partists make some sort of litt le  pre
sents to the Junker is obvious. That 
these gentlemen are inclined to a mon
archists trend of thoughts is also known. 
But i t  is purest liberal nonsense that the 
essence of the presidential regime is 
Junker monarchism.

Such terms as liberalism, bonapartism, 
fascism have the character of generaliza
tions. Historical phenomena never re
peat themselves completely. I t  would not 
have been difficult to prove that even the 
government of Napoleon the Third, com
pared with the regime of Napoleon the 
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A.F.L. and 6-Hour Day
Cincinnatti Convention Shows Left W ing Opportunities

The present storm and stress of the 
capitalist economic system begins to 
leave an indelible imprint upon the 
American Federation of Labor. It has 
produced a new view, which is adv
anced under pressure and solely for the 
record. In this respect the four years 
from the end of bourgeois prosperity' 
to the present day widespread destitu
tion and starvation, record a change 
of front on the key problem of unem
ployment. I t  is graphically illustrat
ed in the last four annual conventions.

A t the Toronto convention, in 1929, 
there gathered a galaxy of labor skates

Opposition at A n ti-W a r M eet in New York
Over six hundred delegates attended 

the United Youth Conference Against 
War held in New York City, November 
25 to 27. The conference was called by 
a provisional committee strongly domin
ated by the socialists, and composed of 
the leading pacifist and socialist youth 
organizations and the Lovestoneite youth. 
A t the conference itself, in addition to 
the sponsoring organizations, the student 
groups of the National Student League, 
the NSL itself, the YCL, the National 
Youth Committee of the Communist 
League (Opposition) and the New York 
Spartacu® Youth Club participated.

The entire conference proceedings were 
controlled by the socialist and pacifist 
initiators. Previous to its opening, a 
caucus meeting of these groups decided 
to bar the Communist and Left wing re
presentatives from all committees and 
posts. A  well-oiled, steam-rolling mach
ine was organized to prevent the Com
munist viewpoint from being adequately 
presented to the delegates. The election 
fo a credential committee—an element
ary procedure at conferences—was sub
stituted for by the appointed registra
tion committee of the provisional groups!

The keynote speech of A. Fenner Borck- 
way, the chairman of the British Inde
pendent Labour Party, gave a le ft So
cialist tenor to the conference. He spoke 
of the inadequacy of the tactics of the 
socialist parties on war’, the need to 
mobilize the youth to refuse to fight; the 
development of a ‘new technique’ — to 
achieve revolution without bloodshed,— 
which he refused to explain on the ground

that a counter-technique would thus be 
facilitated!
Steam Rolling Tactics of the Socialists

The most important pha^e 'of the 
conference was the report of the reso
lutions committee. The latter consisted 
of seven socialists and pacifists. The 
committee rejected, out-of-hand, not 
merely the resolution presented by the 
Left Opposition youth, the resolution of 
the YCL endorsing the Barbusse Amster
dam manifesto, but even the innocent 
ones of Left wing student groups on 
student fees, student rights and for par
ticipation in the coming Chicago anti
war conference.

In  view of the steam-rolling tactics of 
the Conference, the monopoly of the paci
fists and the socialists on the resolu
tions committee and the organized plan 
to prevent Communist and dissenting re
solutions from being submitted to the de
legates, a number of student groups pre
sented a statement, condemning these 
tactics and calling for the reading of a ll 
resolutions from the floor. This proced
ure was ruled out of order by the chair.

Discussion on the Resolutions
Resolutions on the cancellation of in

ternational debts and reparations, recog
nition of the Soviet Unon, etc., were 
carried. The Committee introduced a re
solution which greeted the Soviet Union's 
disarmament proposal, condemned the 
United States fo r not accepting it, and 
called upon the American youth to sup
port the slogan. The second part of the 
resolution called upon the American gov
ernment to disarm by example. The

delegates from the Left Opposition spoke 
against this resolution. The Love- 
stoneites favored the resolution on the 
grounds that i t  calls for the disarmament 
of the capitalist government!

One oU the NSL delegates moved 
to divide the two sections of the 
resolution and then spoke against the 
second part in line with the speeches of 
the Left Opposition delegation. The so
cialists replied that they did not ex
pect the American government to disarm 
but that the demand for disarmament 
would expose the government before the 
people. The Young Communist League 
delegates did not participate in the dis
cussion. A ll groups with the exception 
of the Left Opposition voted for the first 
part of the resolution; a number of NSL 
delegates joined in  the voting against

(Continued on page 2)

gaily partaking of the coveted liquid 
stream which flows so freely across the 
border. Their main subject of con
versation, clutside of tha monotonous 
convention routine, was the latest quo
tations on the stock exchange. A t Boston 
in 1930. some rumblings of dissatisfac
tion were audible; but the gathering 
denounced any schemes of unemploy
ment insurance in customary reaction
ary terms. A t Vancouver, in 1931, the 
rumblings became almost a storm; but 
the gathering remained adamant and 
only the phrase became radicalized. At 
Cincinnati, during the last couple of 
weeks, the delegates were compelled 
to debate serious issue and the conven
tion adopted a policy of favoring unem
ployment insurance.

This change, of course, is not so 
sweeping when we consider the acut
eness of the present crisis and the m il
lions out of work. Moreover the view 
of the A . F . of L . leadership of the 

(Continued on page 4)

OPEN FORUM
The A. F. of L. Convention

Speaker:
ARNE SWABECK

Friday. December 16, 1932

126 East 16 Street, 
ADMISSION: 15c

Auspices:
N. Y. Br. Communist League of America 

(Opposition)

WASHINGTON, D. C—  ,
While we are parked on a street on ’ 

the outskirts of this city w ith police on 
a ll sides I  can take this opportunity to 
write an account of the most striking 
events in the Hunger March up to this 
point.

I t  was in Wilmington, Delaware, that 
we suffered the first attack of the police. 
When we reached the outskirts of W il
mington, Friday night about 5 :30 P. M., 
we left our trucks, formed into lines and 
marched through the street* w ith our 
banners despite the announcement in the 
press that we would not be allowed to 
march nor to stay overnight.

We marched through side streets. I  
suppose we were not allowed on the main 
streets. The crowds were by far the 
largest that we had seen since leaving 
New York, except in Philly. This must 
have been due to the expectation that 
the police would make trouble. However 
we reached our destination, a large, 
empty, barn-like structure, without en
countering any violent developments, 
These came later.

Shortly after the meeting started the 
police, reinforced by firemen and various 
home-guard elements broke up the meet
ing with their clubs ad billies and drove 
the marchers to the church and scatter
ed the crowd. The marchers barricaded 
the doors and fought off the police until 
tear gas bombs were hurled through the 
windows.

The delegates numbering 300, of whom 
almost 200, were women were forced to 
leave the church. The men were merci
lessly beaten by the bulls who outnum
bered them. The marchers were scat
tered ; many were arrested! numbers of 
them required medical attention and some 
were taken to the hospital. Ben Gold, 
who is with us on the march, is in the 
hospital. Anne Burlak is arrested. The 
men, though outnumbered, put up a good 
fight, and several cops had to be taken 
away to quieter places.

Many comrades are missing, mostly 
women. At the present i t  is impossible 
to check up. The 23 arrested are held 
on various charges and the ILD  is look
ing after them. A delegation went to 
the police station to demand their re
lease. We don’t know the result yet.

En Route Again

Saturday morning under heavy police 
guard we left for Baltimore arriving 
there late in the afternoon. Food, and 
shelter had been provided fo r some of 
us in an armory by seven citizens after 
aid had been refused by the mayor. This 
was the first time on the trip  that we 
received aid other than that given by the 
WIR and workers’ organizations. A 
meeting was held later in the armory.

Sunday noon we le ft for Washington 
under guard of the state police. The 
police led us into a sort of blind alley 
at the dead end of a cross street. A 
large squad of cops with tear gas was 
posted on the h ill above us on our left. 
This location is such that it  was a simple 
matter for the police to control the sit
uation.

In Washington the district and federal

officials put every obstacle in the way 
of the committee in their efforts to rent 
a hall for a convention which was to 
take place today, Monday. The commit
tee finally succeeded in renting a small 
hall that holds 800. Whether 800 of us 
w ill be permitted to enter the city pro
per is another matter. A t present the 
situation is deadlocked; we are waiting 
here and so are the police. The plan of 
the police seems to be to keep us here 
until we become discouraged.

The Convention

The convention was finally held out 
here. Three resolutions were adopted. 
One scored the refusal of the authorities 
to grant a permit to parade in Washing
ton ; the second endorsed the demands of 
the Hunger March. Amter and Benjamin 
spoke. Benjamin said that i f  we were 
not allowed to parade, a committee which 
would be selected would present our de
mands to Congress. His speech also 
contained a vague threat to march in 
any event. He concluded by saying that 
when we return home we should attempt 
to draw the broad masses into the next 
march. But he didn’t say how!

Just another word about the eamp. 
Conditions here are very unsanitary and 
most of us have severe colds due to ex
posure. Although lodgings for the wo
men and sick had been secured in Wash
ington many of the men were refused 
admission to Washington by the police. 
Provocateurs also made several attempts 
to start trouble.

We have here about 3000 marchers in
cluding 350 women and a large number 
of Negro comrades. That special efforts 
were made to get Negro delegates I  learn
ed from conversation with delegates 
from a ll sections of the country. The 
only organizations represented are party 
organizations. There are a few delegates 
elected by Left wing groups in the A. F. 
of L. This is the sum and substance of 
the united front from below. Recognition 
of Soviet Russia was demanded only itt 
the slogans carried by the seamen

The marchers displayed considerable 
militancy, evidenced by their actions in 
various cities where, in spite of police 
terror, they succeeded in parading and 
holding meetings. The organizational 
side of the march was fa ir ly  well hand
led when you consider the difficulties con
nected w ith handling so many people.

1 P. M.
We have just returned from our march 

to the Capitol where a delegation -pre
sented our demands to Congress. The 
spirit of the marchers, despite their ex
haustion and the double lines of police 
that flanked us on both sides, waa ex
cellent. This was a ll the more remark
able in face of the unsympathetic a tti
tude of the large crowds that lined the 
streets to watch us.

Our march In face of the determination 
of the authorities to prevent us from even 
entering Washington can be considered 
only as a victory. Ths proof of the pow
er of mass pressure brings to mind the 
possibilities in a genuine united front 
movement.

—B ILL  KITT.

Second School Term to Open
With a number of successful courses 

s.lready held during the first season of 
its existence, plans are now already 
under way for a series of courses that 
v ill make up the second season of the 
International Workers’ School, organiz
ed under the auspices of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition).

The first season had only three co
urses and i t  is now planned to enlarge 
that number to five. The instructors 
w ill include comrades Martin Abern, 
James P. Cannen, Hugo Oehler, Max 
Shachtman and Jack Weber, and the 
courses w ill ’ cover a wide range o 
subjects dealing with some of the mos: 
important questions before the revolu
tionary movement today. The school 
board has proceeded with the idea in 
mind of making i t  possible for workers 
of varying degrees of proletarian in 
struction to make their choice of one 
of more of the five courses.

V  NEW YEAR’S EVE 1
DANCE AND 

ENTERTAINMENT
J A Z Z  BAND - SKITS - SO LO S

SATURDAY DECEMBER 31, 1932 
at 126 East 16th Street
ADMISSION: 35 CENTS

Auspice*: N. Y. Branch, Communist League of America 
(Opposition)

C O N C E R T  A N D  D A N C E

with a program of
MUSIC — RECITATIONS — IM PROVISATIO NS  

Also Fine Dance Music

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1932 
at 126 East 16th Street

Admission in Advance 25c . . . at door 35c

Auspices: Unser Kamf Arbeter Club

The enrollment books are already 
opened and the fee for the courses hat 
been made as low as possible so as tc 
enable every Interested worker t( 
register. A ll the courses begin thii 
coming month (January 1933) and w il 
run for several weeks. We prin t belov 
the schedule for the second season ol 
the International Workers School.

E N R O L L  N O W !

8 P. M.

The History of the American Labo 
Movement . . James P. Cannon

A Series of Eight Lectures
Starts Sunday, January 22nd

Elementary Communism . . .
Martin Abern

Starts Monday, January 2nd

Marxian Economics 
......................... Hugo Oehler

Starts Monday, January 2nd

American History . . . .  
........................................ ...... Weber

Starts Wednesday, January 4th

Program of the Left Opposition 
..........................  Max Shachtman

Starts Wednesday, January 4th

Registration one dollar per course.

J. WEBER; Administrator 

1 2 6  E a s t  H t h - S t r e e t ,  

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

Mn lc M“ ,93?G Soviet Economy in Danger
STUYVESANT CASINO ADMISSION: 10 Cents

9th Street and 2nd Avenue
Auspiees: New York Branch, Communist 

League of America (Oppoaltlon)

Speakers:

MAX SHACHTMAN 
ARNE SWARKnr
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Letters from Militants
Pittsburgh O pposition and 

the Hunger M arch
PITTSBURGH.*—

A soccesst'ul meeting in support ol the 
Hunger March to Washington was held 
here last night by the local branch of 
the Communist League of America (Op
position). The crowd was of good pro
letarian character, Including a group of 
the most victimized workers in  Pitts
burgh who came up from the wretched 
charity slop-house down town (the so- 
called “ Helping Hand” ), to attend the 
meeting which occupied the M iller School 
auditorium, near Centre Avenue.

Comrade Jim Sifakis opened in  the 
name of the Left Opposition and after 
a short introductory address, gave the 
floor to Phil Frankfeld, local party lead
er and representative of the Unemployed 
Council. This Is the first time to our 
knowledge that a leading member of the 
official party has spoken from the plat
form of a meeting called by the Left 
Opposition. The Stalinist representative 
took this step as a consequence of the 
persistent and successful attempt of the 
local branch of the League to bring about 
a measure of united action in the present 
Hunger March.

Frankfeld gave a well illustrated ver
sion of the general line pursued by the 
Stalinists in the unemployed movement 
a ll over the states. He spoke of the 
possibilities in the budget of the capital
ist city government to grant relief; said 
that the workers could force through this 
relief only by struggle and then went on 
to paint the hunger march demonstra
tion in Washington as a general panacea 
for the sufferings of the working class 
in this crisis. A t no time did he even 
mention the broader aspects of the hunger 
march and the struggle of the unem
ployed in a revolutionary sense. Nor did 
he link  up this struggle with the main 
aim of overthrowing capitalism.

But he made up fo r these reformist 
.shortcomings in  policy, in the last few 
minutes of his ta lk by a terrib ly rev
olutionary attack upon the Left Opposi
tion and comrade Trotsky, fu ll of the 
usual Daily Worker lies and slanders 
against us. He called us disrupters, 
people who want to undermine the work 
of the hunger' march to bolster up their 
own political position. This is appar
ently the Stalinist idea of carrying out 
the Leninist united front.

The chairman, comrade Sifakis, made 
a brief but telling reply to this attack 
and introduced comrade Gordon who 
spoke on the Communists and the Hun
ger March. Comrade Gordon answered 
Frankfeld's slanderous attack on the 
Left Opposition, ridiculing Frankfeld's 
lies and his charges against us as dis
rupters, underminers, etc., by pointing to 
our loyal cooperation w ith the united 
front committee, of which this meeting, 
held under the auspices of the League, 
to which we had invited a representative 
of the U. F. C—going even so fa r as 
to tolerate his vicious personal attack 
against us—was in itself sufficient evid
ence. He then went on to explain the 
real Leninist reasons fo r the Opposition’s 
participation in the united front as an 
inseparable part of revolutionary policy, 
namely, to foster working class unity in 
action no matter on how small a scale, 
and to raise this unity in action up to 
the level of the overthrow of the capital
is t system.

The League speaker' outlined the meant) 
by which the capitalists suppress the 
working class and attempt to divide i t  
to prevent common action in its struggle. 
In  the unemployment situation especially 
the capitalists attempt to create division 
in  the working class, trying to p it the 
Negro workers against the white work
ers, the employed against the unemploy
ed, and, on an international scale, the 
American workers against their brothers 
abroad. I f  the hunger march is to be 
more than a flurry, comrade Gordon said, 
I f  i t  is to be a durable achievement for 
the working class, then i t  must rally the 
working class against the attempts of 
the bosses to divide it. I t  must adopt 
Slogans that unite the workers. In ad
dition to Immediate Relief and Unem
ployed Insurance, i t  should inscribe on 
its banner the six-hour'-day, five-day 
week, without reduction in pay, to tight
en the bonds between the unemployed 
workers who would thereby get some jobs 
and the employed workers who would 
be relieved to some extent of the fear of 
scabbing by the unemployed. The six- 
hour-day, conceived in this spirit, would 
also serve as a practical means of get
ting the workers on the job to support 
the jobless in their fight for relief.

While imperialist war is threatening 
Workers’ Russia an economic war against 
the Soviet Union, fierce and intense, has 
been going on for fifteen years. This 
economic war has- the greatest share in 
the creation of those tremendous difficult
ies which the U. S. S. R. encounters in 
its Five Year Plan, which are due to 
the fact that the Soviet State has to 
sell a great part of its exports at low 
prices in the world market in order to 
buy machinery fo r which the imperialist

countries refuse to grant them loans. 
The American unemployed have a great 
practical stake in the Socialist construc
tion of Soviet Russia, Long term credit* 
fo r the Soviet Unon would produce orders 
fo r American factories and give jobs to 
thousands of our unemployed. The slogan 
of Defend the Soviet Union must be 
concretized in the Hunger March w ith 
the demand fo r Long Term Credit for 
the USSR, as a form of international 
solidarity w ith the Russian worker's and 
as a means of practical self-aid fo r the 
American unemployed.

The speaker asked whether this unem
ployed program could not serve as a 
practical basis fo r broad working class 
action? I t  undoubtedly can. The Unem
ployed Councils w ith such a program 
could approach the widest strata of the 
masses for common action. By challeng
ing the labor fakers in the A. F. of L. 
and the Socialist party to join in a united 
front on this basis, ’hey could help to 
put these seasoned betiayers of the to il
ers to the test before the workers follow
ing them and expose them for what they 
really are. The Hunger March w ill be 
a real success i f  i t  .serves as the starting 
point for such an action and on this 
basis. A ll class conscious workers were 
called upon by the speaker to jo in  w ith 
the Communist League in supporting the 
march and in  helping to make i t  a real 
demonstration of mass power, the open
ing of an era of genuine and solid united 
front action on the part of the American 
working class in this crisis.

With this the representative of the 
Communist League (Opposition) closed 
his address. The chairman then announc 
ed the arrival of the Hunger Marchers in 
Pittsburgh and asked the workers pre
sent to jo in in greeting them at West 
Park the following Thursday. The 
meeting was then adjourned amid inter
ested discussions between Left Opposi
tionists and party members or sympath
izers as well as other workers present.

—S. H.

O pposition A c tive  in 

Smokey City
PITTSBURGH.—

The M arxist Study Class
The Marxist Stuijy Class organized by 

the League some time ago; has been 
plugging forward constantly, every new 
session bringing new forces and increas
ing the intensity of the discussions. A l
though the classes are already rather ad
vanced, i t  is not yet too late to jo in  up. 
One study group meets on Sunday after
noons, at 2:30 P. M., and has for its 
subject: The History of the Three Inter
nationals. The next few lectures w ill 

J deal with the development of the Second 
International; the Struggles between the 
Revisionists and the Marxists; the Be
trayal of 1914 and the Collapse of the 
Second International; the Rise of the 
Third International and the Present Role 
of the Second (Socialist) International

The other study group meets on Wed
nesday evenings at 8:30 and has for its 
subject: The Communist Manifesto. I f  
enough interested newcomers show up, 
i t  is planned to start another group on 
Fundamentals of Communism. A ll rev
olutionary workers are invited to attend 
and to participate in the discussions. 
The classes meet at 16 Granville Street, 
near the Wylie Avenue Branch of the 
Carnegie Library and at present consti
tute the only Communist educational ac 
tivities in the city of Pittsburgh. No 
sincere revolutionist can fa il to take ad
vantage.
Work for the United Front Hunger March

In accordance with its participation in 
the Hunger March United Front Confer
ence, the local group of the League is 
actively engaged in the preparations for 
its success. One collection of funds has 
already been made at the 15th anniver
sary celebration of the Russian Revolu
tion (held under the auspices of the 
Marxist Study Class) and turned over to 
the United Front Committee. From the 
Committee also, the group has obtained 
leaflets and collection list and the Pitts- 
b rgh comrades are on the go putting 
these to work. In the very near future, 
the League intends to hold a couple of 
mass meetings to ra lly support for the 
March and has already obtained leaflets 
for this purpose. The United Front 
Committee has promised its cooperation 
by sending down a speaker to represent 
it  at these meetings.

Greek Workers Educational Circle
The Greek Workers Educational Circle, 

organized by the League recently, has 
been holding a class in the Principles of 
Communism with comrade Sifakis as the 
instructor. Party members and sym
pathizers have been attending regularly 
and discussing together in a comradely 
manner so as to be able to come to a 
common understanding of the tasks of 
the Communists and to prepare the 
ground for a united effort for revolu
tionary work among the Greek-speaking 
workers.

The Stalinists, alarmed at this evidence 
of a desire for Communist unity between

workers belonging to the Le ft Opposition 
and members o f the party, have launched 
a campaign of terror against the party 
comrades, threatening to expel them fo r 
discussing w ith  Left Oppositionists and 
even gong so far as to accuse them of 
being stool pigeons. But the party mem- 
not allowing the bureaucrats to prevent 
them from getting a Leninist education 
with this terror. The Marxist ideas of 
bers can judge for themselves and are 
the Communist League w ill not be stop
ped from making themselves clear to the 
party members. No amount of bureau
cratic terror w ill suffice for that.

Stalinist Attacks A ll Along the Line
The recent Increase in  the activities 

of the Left Opposition in  Pittsburgh and 
the formidable progress achieved cannot, 
of course, help but burn up the Stalinists 
and their lackeys locally. Not only is 
the Opposition attacked and slandered 
right on the spot, as in the Progressive 
Youth Club and at the United Front Un
employed Committee, but fa r more so 
behind its back. Party members and sym
pathizers are warned not to buy the 
M ilitant, not to attend our classes and 
affairs, attempts are made to blacken 
the name of workers in any way con
nected w ith  the Left Opposition. But in 
spite of everything, the Communist 
League hurdles the obstacles of the bu
reaucracy and entrenches itself more and 
more every day. The Stalini. ts are forc
ed to the lowest sort of lies and to 
direct intimidations.

One particularly headless participant 
in this campaign to defame the Opposi
tion is the local court-jester of the bu
reaucracy, a certain Jenkins. Jenkins is 
a well-known pie-card whose chief argu
ment against the Left Opposition is— 
that i t  is a minority. His terrible rev
olutionary work in the course of twenty 
years has taught him one paramount 
prnciple: namely, that the majority is 
always right. W e w ill not burden Jen
kins w ith an apt quotation from Engels 
on the question of majorities and minor
ities in the revolutionary movement. 
Engels did not live on the “H ill” , and 
he died before Jenkin’s time. Besides 
—he was a German and never wrote for 
the Freihedt. Since Jenkins knows only 
what he reads in the Frelheit, i t  would 
hardly be fa ir  of us to tax him w ith the 
words of Marx’s comrade and co-founder 
of the proletarian revolutionary move
ment.

But we do have a right to pose the 
question as to whether this perennial 
majorityite speaks in the name of Com

munism or in the name of some new 
sort of “ proletarian”  Zionism? In  hie 
unsigned articles in the Freihdt and In 
his slanderous dribble among the Jewish 
workers of the “H ill” , he constantly 
harps on the Greek comrades of the Left 
Opposition, particularly comrades Sif
akis and Vomvas, and calls upon the 
“Jewish workers” to drive these “Greek 
young ( ! )  gentlemen”  away from the 
“Jewish workers’ Street” ! In  hia head
less anxiety to besmirch the Opposition 
and to prevent its irresistable progress, 
Stalinism has driven this p itifu l fool to 
resort to the arguments of a chauvin
ist, and a Jewish chauvinist at that!

This very dangerous manifestation of 
chauvinism in the ranks of the party 
is only amplified by the fact that the 
Chauvinistic utterances of Genosse Jen
kins do ont restrict themselves to the 
Left Opposition alone. The Left Opposi
tion, especially through its Jewish com
rades on the “ H ill”  w ill mercilessly 
combat this dangerous sign of Stalinist 
degeneracy, i t  w ill arouse the workers 
of Pittsburgh to watchfulness in the 
preservation of the internationalist char
acter of the proletarian revolutionary 
movement. We w ill not allow Stalinist 
corruption, in this chauvinistic form or 
in any other form to poison the well of 
our Leninist party. And to Jenkins we 
can say w ith confidence, that the few 
petty bourgeois elements in the "Icor" 
w ith whom his shady antics against the 
Leninist Opposition make a very curious 
hit, w ill be a poor consolation to him. 
The revolutionary workers w ill learn to 
judge such tactics and to call them by 
their proper name.
Other Activities of the Left Opposition.

Within the near future the Commun
ist League here intends to hold a num
ber of public meetings and affairs. Pre
parations are already process. A t these 
meetings the Left Opposition w ill strive 
to make the Pittsburgh workers acquaint
ed with its position, in principles, as 
well as in the every day class struggle. 
Dates and places w ill be announced in 
forthcoming issues.

*  *  *  *

Among our comrades here, there are 
a number active in the trade union move
ment. Their contacts are increasing and 
they report that Left wing sympathies 
within the unions are growing daily. The 
League is attempting to gauge the possi
bilities for work in this important field 
as well, and to help in utilizing them. 
A start has already been made in the 
form of a small trade union group.

Our Club Plan
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Opposition at A n ti-W a r M eet in N . Y.
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the second part—the voting of the Love- 
stoneite youth and the YCL on the sec
ond part is uncertain although i t  ap
pears that they did not vote against.

The Chicago Anti-W ar Conference
Another resolution which aroused dis

pute was one supporting a number of 
student anti-war conferences to be held 
in the coming few months. I t  included 
the conference to be held during Christ
mas at Chicago as an outgrowth of the 
Barbusse-Amsterdam Conference. The 
intent of the resolution was to avoid the 
direct endorsement of the Chicago con
ference called-for in a resolution sub
mitted to the committee by the National 
Students League. An amendment was 
introduced by Donald Henderson, of the 
NSL calling upon the delegates to get 
the students on the campus to send re
presentatives to Chicago.

Comrade Carter of the National Youth 
Committee, Left Opposition, amended 
Henderson’s proposal by adding that the 
conference call upon working class youth- 
organizations as well as students to par
ticipate at Chicago. In  the ensuing dis
cussion he explaned that i t  was a mis
take to lim it the conference call to stu
dents ; that only under the leadership 
of working class youth organizations 
Could the students effectively struggle 
against w a r; that the Communists should 
play a leading role in this movement. 
The Young Communist League delegates 
kept quiet. On the vote, both the amend
ment of the NSL and that of the Left 
Opposition were defeated—-the latter be
ing supported by a number of NSL mem
bers, a few Socialists and the Lovestone- 
ites. The conference to send a delega
tion to Chicago.

A Continuations Committee was elect
ed. The Communist and Left wing de
legates opposed this step until a con
crete program of action was arrived at. 
The important resolutions of the com
mittee were to be referred to this Con
tinuations Committee without being acted 
upon by the Conference delegates. The 
objections were overruled. The Y.oung 
Communist League, the NSL and the 
Left Opposition Youth declined to ac
cept on this committee because of the 
steam-rolling, undemocratic character of 
the Conference, the absence of any con
crete discussion on Combatting war or 
agreement on a program of action. The 
Lovestoneites, who had participated in 
the Left wing protest against the steam
rolling tactics, accepted on the Continua
tions Committee. Their actions and 
speeches towards the end of the Confer
ence brought forth the enthusiastic ap
plause of the steering committee itself!

The Young Communist League intro
duced a motion condemning the proced
ure of the Conference and calling for 
the support of the Barbusse manifesto. 
The Motion was overwhelmingly defeated. 
The fraudulent character of the so-call
ed united front conference was obvious 
to all.

The December issue of the Young, 
Spartacus w ill carry a detailed report of 
the Conference and a criticism of the 
various groups participating.

PA ID  SUB CARDS 
FUR TH E  M INERS

Our campaign for subs fo r the miners 
isn t  over yet. I t  is true that we haven’t 
realized the number of subs that we ex
pected. To date we have received only 
twenty-one subs. That must be an in
centive to push on.

The Paid, Sub Cards can be used very 
easily fo r this purpose. A ll you have to 
do is to raise units of two dollars and 
send them in, specifying that they are 
fo r subs for the miners.

Or, to recapitulate our former ap
proach : take a Club Plan blank; see 
what you can do in the way of getting 
two half year subs at the regular rate 
of a dollar and apply the reduction that 
is given on a Club Plan blank to two 
subs fo r the miners. Either method w ill 
place the M ilitant in the hands of th* 
miners.
NEW YORK AND MONREAL

Two cities continue to move upward. 
They are New York and Montreal. New 
York is continuing its spurt upward and 
has now reached the leaders creating a 
tie for first place. That is only a momen
tary condition. A t this rate, by next I 
week i t  w ill be away out in front. Watch 
i t !

Montreal too is climbing. As a result 
H. Nash is now in  th ird  place. And 
there’s no telling what he'll do next.

New York achieves its results through 
the application of the Paid Sub Card. 
Montreal gets Its results by the use of 
the Club Plan blank. There is no con
tradiction between these two phases of 
the plan. But swing around the idea of 
a reduction of fifty  per cent in the price 
of a half year sub provided four of these 
subs are sent in at one time.
THE PA ID  SUB CARD ID E A

The Paid Sub Card is a special appli
cation of this idea. I t  is really a divi
sion of the Club Plan Blank into four 
separate cards, each one fo r one of the 
provisions on the Club Plan blank. But 
i t  has this additional feature. On the 
Club Plan blank the subs accompany the 
money. W ith the Paid Sub Card we get 
the money before the sub. That is an 
advantage to the M ilitant.

There is another angle to the Paid Sub 
Card. Because i t  j,s, as to speak; (a, 
division of the Club Plan blank into

four component parts i t  has greater flex
ib ility  and greater range. Whereas w ith  
the Club Plan Blank you are more or 
lee limited in space and time w ith these 
Paid Sub Cards these limitations do not 
apply. Once you have paid for your four 
cards you dispose o f them over as wide 
an area as you can and w ithin whatever 
time you can. The firs t one may be shot 
in right away; the others at much later 
dates! one may come from your home 
town; the others from distant parts of 
the United States. Watch these weekly 
records for results.
TH E  STAFF

Chicago Friends of 
the M ilitant Club 12 

P. Vomvas 12
H. Nash 11

B. Morgenstern 8
V. R. Dunne 8
W. Krehm 6
H. A. 4
M. Hudson 4
F. Rayburn 4
H. Capelis 4
M. Gottlieb 4
J. Hamilton 4
W. Konikow 4
O. Coover 4
S. Lessin 4
J. Sifakis 4
A. Joel 4
E. McMillen 4
A. Millen 4
J. Weber 4
J. Ross 4
C. Sheehet 2

TH E RECORD BY C IT IE S
New York 

Chicago
Minneapolis 
Pittsburgh 
Montreal 
Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
New Castle 
St. Louis 
Des Moines 

I t ’s growing apace but i t ’s not fast 
enough yet. There are several cities that 
have not scored yet. How about i t  
Cleveland, New Haven, Youngstown, 
Kansas City? What about the West 
coast? The M ilitant is read ou there, 
I ^ t ’s get stared.

24
24
20
16
11
10
TO

9
8
4
4
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Lewit-Bleeker Tour Extends Basis of 
«Unser Kamf» Workers Clubs

From Toronto we proceeded to Cleve
land. One of the most striking features 
of party life  in the provinces, is the 
fact that there is no attempt made to 
carry on any educational work. The Stal
inists have no use for revolutionary 
theory. This despite the fact that the 
turnover in the membership is so great 
and that not alone the ranks, but the 
leading cadres as well, are ignorant of 
the basic principles of Communism. When 
the Left Oppositionists were expelled in

branch. The two Jewish-speaking com
rades in the branch have fo r years been 
the leading spirits in the work in this 
field. The attempt of the Stalinists to 
isolate them meant in reality the destruc
tion of the movement in this territory. 
The branch of the International Workers 
Order in this locality was dissolved in 
true bureaucratic fashion, because these 
comrades were the leaders in it. The 
Icor passed out of existence, because our 
comrades and the people they influence

the Cleveland district in 1928, i t  meant were not permitted to render their ser- 
the expulson of the entire educational de- j vices in its building. Now there is a 
partment from the party, comrade Brail-' movement on foot in Youngstown to ad- 
tin  was the agit-prop director conducting' m it our comrades into the group that
a circuit school, and Gleisser was the 
principal instructor. Since then, this en
tire highly industrial district was found 
to be on a sufficiently high theoretical 
level not to require any more educa
tion.

Our comrades, on the other hand, fa il 
ed to continue under Opposition auspices 
the educational work they had been 
carrying on for many years in the party, 
thus filling this gap in the work of the 
party. Had our comrades done this, we 
would now have a flourishing branch in 
Cleveland. We realized this immediately 
upon our arrival and in the meetings with 
the comrades, decided to proceed with 
the immediate organization of classes in 
Marxism. A ll our other efforts during 
our stay in Cleveland were spent on 
procuring subs fo r Unser Kamf, and the 
broadening of the circle of our readers 
and laying the base for future organi
zation work. On our return tr ip  from 
the tour, we w ill stop off in Cleveland 
and Youngstown to hold lecture* on the 
Opposition viewpoint, for which our com
rades are now making the necessary pre
parations.

Youngstown was visited by us for an 
overnight stay and we met with the
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is now attempting to reorganize the Icor 
They w ill certainly not refuse to join in 
the effort to revive this organization, 
destroyed by the maddened bureaucrats. 
I t  is doubtful, though, i f  the National 
Committee of the Ikor w ill give Its lon- 
sent to it.

Our Chicago group is carrying on activ
ities in various fields. I t  has its own 
headquarters, conducts two classes, one 
with comrade Edwards, and another w ith  
comrade Glotzer. The branch holds a 
regular weekly open forum. The com
rades participate in various mass activ-

1 established a number oif contacts fo r 
Unser Kamf, securing subs.

In  Minneapolis we stayed fo r nlns 
days, because our field here is so much 
broader. The time was well spent. We 
delivered three lectures: one by comrade 
Bleeker on the trade union question In 
the English language, one by Lewit on 
the Left Opposition, and the th ird  one 
was under the auspices of the Labor 
Lyceum open forum, where comrade 
Lewit was to speak on the duties o f rev
olutionists in  trade unions and fraternal 
organizations; both of them in Jewish. 
When we discovered that comrade Trot
sky was to broadcast over the radio in 
the morning the lecture at the Labor 
Temple was to take place, we made a hur
ried change in the plans, brought a 
radio to the lyoeuni, listened to  the 
broadcast, after which we had i t  trans
lated and explained, w ith a general dis
cussion following. The total attendance 
at our meetings in Minneapolis was over 
200. Our Minneapolis comrades treated 
us to an excellent spirited banquet where 
we raised 25 dollars for Unser Kamf. 
Here too we organized an Unser Kamf 
Club. This is the th ird club that is now 
definitely organized and is functioning 
as a result of the tour, w ith one in  the 
process of formation in Boston.

Our Des Moines branch, which we 
visited next, inspired us greatly by the 
activities i t  is carrying on. I t  helds a

ities, speak before workers’ organizations re»u*ar weekly open forum, a class, par
allel debate various groups in the labor I Hcipates in the unemployed work, and is 
movement. The activities of our youth evan branching out into near-by cities, 
comrades in Chicago are among the1 The lecture the comrades arranged fo r 
brightest spots in the work of this lo- 1 us an attendance of 50. The local
callty.

We succeeded in Chicago to build up 
an Unser Kamf Club of people who have 
been won to our viewpoint recently and 
who w ill now carry on the work of the 
Opposition in the Jewish field* in an or
ganized manner, one of these comrades 
Gurevitch suffered the wrath of the 
Stalinist bureaucrats by being expelled 
from the Freifeit Singing Society. I t  ap
pears that he has been singing out of 
tune with the “general line” . This com
rade was their best tenor, he was one 
of those who led the Left wing fight in 
the socialist singing society, while his 
present expellers were on the other side 
of the fence. His sole crime consisted 
in selling the TJnser Kamf. The exist
ence of our paper terrified the scared 
Stalinists, and rightly so, Our paper is 
read eagerly by the Jewish workers who 
have been lied to and misled by the 
Freiheit for so many years. Our lecture 
in Chicago w ill take place on the 6th 
of December on our return.

In Davenport we stopped over night 
on the way to Minneapolis. Here we bad 
occasion in a few hours to meet some of 
the new comrades in the branch, and we

Stalinists came to take issue with us, but 
they only helped us by revealing their 
bankruptcy in broad relief. They even 
brought w ith them a national figure, a 
certain Green from New York, who an
nounced himself to be a member of the 
national committee of the Workers Ex- 
Servicemen’s League. In  his opening re
marks he stated apologetically, to the 
amusement of the audience,—that in view 
of the fact that we “ spoke revolution” , 
he is compelled to use the same terms, 
although he is under instructions not to 
ta lk about revolution In the West and in 
the South! This simpleton merely re
vealed to us that the fa ith of the Stal
inists in the “ th ird period" has shaken, 
and that this official emmissary from 
New York brought the message to the 
local comrades to be “ practical", and 
when Stalinists become "practical", 
there is no telling where they w ill stop. 
We have had enough of that experience 
in the so called “ second period”  of op
portunist crimes.

— SYLVIA BLEEKER.
—MORRIS LEWIT.

USE TH E  CLUB PLAN. 
FOR TH E  M INERS.

GET SUBS
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New Expulsions in the Comintern
The much-vaunted “ ideological conso

lidation”  imposed upon the Communist 
International by the Stalinist apparatus 
had fo r years been of a kind that went 
hand in hand with an organizational dis
integration. The “ consolidation”  never 
took place around a straight central shaft 
of cohesive dictrine. Such a consolida
tion, absolutely necessary in the Commun
is t movement, would have permitted the 
attraction of homogeneous elements in 
increasing number. What passes for rev
olutionary doctrine in the Stalinist camp, 
however, has formed a disjointed, eccen
tric, badly geared axis, put together out 
of odd scraps borrowed from every con
ceivable tendency in the working class 
movement. This is what accounts for 
the bumpy voyage on which the Stalinists 
have taken the Communist lute-nation 
al, zig-zagging through the class strug
gle in  accordance with the momentary 
effectiveness—not of the axis as a whole, 
but of this or that jo in t in it.

A t each turn in the road, the Centrist 
apparaus has had to cast out elements 
now from the Right, now from the Left. 
As its ideological baggage diminished, 
so also did those who carried it. The 
base of the bureaucracy in the Interna
tional has steadily narrowed, so that no
body can say today who w ill be the re
presentative spokesman of the apparatus 
tomorrow. The foreknowledge of their 
precarious position has not always help
ed the Stalinist functionaries to remain 
stable in their loyalties. In  some cases, 
they have anticipated the inevitable and 
hastened the break w ith the apparatus, 
before the apparatus consummated its 
break (plus the attendant humiliations 
and petty preliminary persecutions) with 
them. This category includes a wide 
range of people—from Bessedovsky and 
Agabekov to J. T. Murphy of England 
and Paul Marion of France.

In  the laet few months alone, expul
sions and near-expulsions have taken 
place in several countries. The official 
party press has either passed them over 
in  silence or commented upon them with 
the maximum of obscurity. Each in
stance, however, sheds its own share of 
ligh t upon the state of affairs in the 
Stalinist camp, the policies i t  has pur
sued and the manner in which i t  rules.

Almost a year ago, we commented ex
tensively in the M ilitant upon the cam
paign begun in the French party against
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the socalled “ Grouii”  of Celor, Barbe, 
Lozeray ami others, who had only the 
day before been the leaders of the party. 
In  this campaign to liud a scapegoat 
for the stagnation and retrogression of 
the French party, the “ Group” served ad
mirably, for its spokesman humbly ac
knowledged the justice of a ll the terrible 
accusations made against them. In on# 
case at least, i t  now appears that there 
was method in  this servility. The case 
is that of the principal leader of the 
"Group”  himself, Celor. During the 
campaign a year ago, i  was revealed 
that this group of leaders had associat
ed itself without the slightest pretense 
of a platform, and had systematically 
and successfully occupied itself w ith tak
ing over the whole party apparatus. I t  
was further evident that Celor, who was 
a member of the ECCI, had been ap
pointed leader of the party by none other 
than the central Stalin faction itself, 
which found in this clique (as i t  did in 
the Neumann clique in Germany) a

(Continued from page 1) 
struggle for the redivision of the earth.

Congress and the House are busy w ith 
their “ Beer B ill” . The Hunger Marrhers 
answered this democratic bunk with the 
slogan of “ bread before beer” .

The approach of the president and con
gress to the most v ita l problem of un- 
employmeit and the crisis has but one
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thoroughly reliable agency. This gang 
of political bandits was uncovered by 
other, similarly virtuous bureaucrats, 
only when a sacrificial offering had to 
be thrown to the party ranks in  order 
to put the quietus on the mounting dis
contentment.

A few weeks ago, it  was suddenly dis
covered that-M. Celor was a police pro
vocateur a ll the time! To our knowl
edge, this is the first police spy who 
ever penetrated as high as the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Interna
tional. That the police send their agents 
into the Communist movement is a t r i 
bute to the fear which Bolshevism in
spires in the hearts of the bourgeoisie. 
But that such agents can so easily reach 
the highest instances of the Interna
tional, is not a tribute, but a striking 
commentary, on the internal regime es
tablished by the Stalinists. Celor came, 
so to speak, out of nowhere, like most 
of the figures who now adorn the Cen
tris t household. The elementary tests to

aim! to strengthen the position of the 
bankers and further to beat down the 
disorganized and badly directed energy of 
the working class.

The attempt to balance the budget is 
forcing drastic inroads into the working 
class and the middle class. The series 
of proposals from wage cuts, the cut in 
veteran’s relief, less public building, to 
the sales tax are all aimed at the classes 
below the leading capitalists in Am
erica.

The demand fo r the reorganizing of the 
banking system and the advocating of 
the branch system is the most funda
mental and far-reaching reform in the 
interest of the imperialists to be taken 
internally. Once they obtain this, and 
eveiything points in this direction, it 
w ill strengthen their position not only 
against the other classess w ithin the 
country but w ill give them a stronger 
home base of operation against the 
contending imperialists of other nations.

After all, Congress has 'just opened 
and is getting down to business. There 
w ill be lots of steam and ta lk about 
helping the workers and farmers—and 
a demand for beer,1 but under it  all they

which ft Communist is—rather, should be 
— submitted, were never put before him. 
lie  was given only one test for leader
ship : Was he sufficiently lacking in in
tegrity, independence and knowledge to 
qualify him for the post of ever-ready 
servility and obedience to command from  
above? This test he pased w ith superb 
ease. As leader ex-machina, he had no 
concern about being checked up or con
trolled by that constant democratic in
terrelation between ranks and Jeadersnip 
He could go bis own way arbitrarily, 
with no fear from the “ sheep”  below, 
and none from the masters above—their 
support was automatic so long as his 
servility, was unexhausted.

Need i t  be added that Celor fought in- 
trausigeantly against “ counter-revolu
tionary Trotskyism” ? It  goes witnout 
saying. He probably did i t  w ith more 
real conviction than most bureaucrats, 
for his hatred of Trotsky and the Left 
Opposition sprang from the deep wells 
of a class antagonism: the bourgeoisie 
which employed him versus the revolu
tionary proletarian wing of Communism. 
But this too is no tribute to the Stalin
ists and their regime.

w ill be ironing out the problems, not 
of the workers, who have no represen
tatives, who cannot carry out their pro
gram through the capitalist state, but 
the problems of the capitalists in gen
eral and the imperialists in particular 
whom they represent.

The editorial comment of the "New 
\o rk  Times” on the Hoover message 
again gives Congress a warning. I t  ends 
tho editorial with the following words, 
“ The country w ill be lucky if  Congress 
takes to heart and does as well in 
action as Mr. Hoover has done in 
recommendations.” As usual, this is a 
warning for Congress to carry out the 
imperialists needs.

HUGO O EHLIR

The Philadelphia Branch held its 
regular Thurs. Forum of Dec. 8 with 
Hugo Oehler speaking on the American 
Negro and the Claes Struggle. An 
audience of ‘about th irty  five was pre
sent with a good number of party mem
bers, white and black, and some young 
socialist workers.

The discussion hinged mainly around 
the Scottsboro case and the Stalinist 
slogan of “ Self-Determination in the 
Black Belt.” Not one of the party 
functionares or members present took 
the floor to disagree with the position 
of the speaker.

In the main, the questions and discus
sion were of the character of informa
tion in order to further study the 
problem.

The speaker called upon the party to 
proceed at once to the moblizing of the 
masses through a united front to save 
the Scottsboro boys. Now that the Su
preme Court verdict is a victory for 
the Communists, it is at the same time | 
a decision clearing the road for the 
legal murder of the innocent boys. The 
Supreme Court does not object to the 
burning of these boys in the electric 
chair. I t  only objects to the crude 
methods and technical blunders with 
which the southern bourbons went about 
the job.

C H I C A G O
NEW YEARS EVENING CONCERT 

& DANCE
SATURDAY, DEC. 31, 8 P. M. 

at HUMBOLDT HALL, 2229 W. Division St. 
Peppy Orchestra - Excellent Food - Plenty Fun

Proceeds W ill Benefit “THE M ILITANT”
AND LEFT OPPOSITION PRESS 

AUSPICES: CHICAGO BRANCH, COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF A. (OPP.)

Admission Only 25c
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H o o ver’s Last Message to Congress
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Japan’s evolution may folow a different 
course, but only i f  the vanguard of the 
working class does not organize into a 
strong Communist party ready to lead 
workers and peasants. There are forces 
at work already to shunt the peasant re
volt over to pseudo-Fascist rails. Tach- 
ibana, assassin of Premier Inukai, pecu 
liar combination of social revolutionary 
terrorist turned fascist, reveals clearly 
the attempts of the m ilitary bureaucracy 
to place itself at the head of any incipi
ent movement of revolt on the part of 
the peasants so as to render i t  abortive. 
The Russian example must be the beacon 
for our Japanese comrades, showing the 
way to the only real solution!
FEUDAL REMNANTS IN 
CAPITALISM

The appearnce of nation-wide unem
ployment during the prolonged crisis in 
Japanese capitalism marks a distinct 
turning-point in its development as well 
as in that of the working class. In  1930 
there appeared for the first time in Japan 
the Americon type of hobo, symbol of 
the end of a period of labor shortage in 
industry and the beginning of the new 
epoch of permanent unemployment.for an 
increasing section of the proletariat. 
Japan’s rising labor costs, in  the face of 
low labor productivity, act increasingly 
to force rationalization,—in essence the 
use of more productive machines and less 
labor. Japan reaches the heights of mo
dernity !

Despite this up-to-dateness the rela
tionship between master and man, bosi3 
and worker, is permeated with feudal 
remnants in unique fashon. Prior to the 
present crisis, depite the extreme poverty 
of the villages, the peasantry avoided 
factory labor, thus creating a continual 
shortage of industrial workers. The em
ployers were forced to send recruiting 
agents to the farms, these agents luring 
young girls to the city by glowing oc- 
counts of city life, presents, payment of 
badly needed cash in advance to the 
parents and advance of transportation 
money. Every year 200,000 girls were 
thuus lured to the textile mills, there 
to be kept behind locked gates in fac
tory dormitories.

Over eight percent of the textile work
ers are women. The present Japanese 
factory laws permit children of 12 to 
work in factories and there are over 
a quarter of a million girls from 12 to 
16 at work. The exploitation of these 
women and children can be duplicated 
only by England in the early 19th cen
tury. Half the factories have dormitor-

J A P A N
Its Rise From Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism

and the Development of the Proletariat
By Jack Weber

The Agrarian Problem
“ The foundation of a ll highly developed 

division of labor that is brought about 
by the exchange of commodities is the 
cleavage between town and country. We 
may say that the whole economic his
tory of society is summarized in the de
velopment of this cleavage between town 
and country.” (Marx, “ Capital” ). In the 
development of capitalism this cleavage 
occurs by the increasing subjection of 
the system of agriculture to the inten
sive exploitation of the town industrial
ists through the capitalist market. The 
utter hypocrisy of Japanese “ planned” 
economy is revealed in the indescribable 
living conditions of peasant and worker 
resulting from the “ blind” play of capi
ta lis t economic forces.

Status of Japanese Farming
H alf the population of Japan is still 

dependent on farming for its livelihood, 
a proportion equalled only in Ita ly  and 
Russia. Considering the arable land only 
the density of population reaches the 
extreme figure of 1375 per square mile. 
Necessarily the land is cultivated by the 
most intensive methods to feed this over
crowded population. But these methods 
are s till crude hand methods, human la
bor being the cheapest of a ll comodities. 
I t  has been figured that whereas i t  re
quires 2 days of labor for the southern 
U. S. farmer, with the aid of a team 
of horses, to grow an acre of rice, the 
Japanese peasant gives 110 days of labor 
to this most important crop. Every Jap
anese peasant uses electric light but the 
mechanical farming methods of the West 
make slow headway against the poverty 
and the cheap labor and, above all, the 
small size of peasant holding.

When, after the Restoration, the Jap
anese ‘‘enclosures” occured, the feudal 
lords retained over half of the cultiv
ated land. Today the large landowners 
own 54 percent of the arable land with 
their portion ever growing. The “ petty 
owners” of land, forming 70 percent of 
the rural population, hold 2 1-2 acres on 
the average. In 1928 only 70,000 families 
out of 5 1-2 million cutlivated more than 
12 acres. . In  its 1-2 acre per member of

each rural family, Japan is worst off 
of a ll modern countries.

Just as the tenant system w ith crop 
sharing grew out of slavery in the South, 
so this same system grew out of feudal
ism in Japan. In the course of the first 
twenty years of this century, the num
ber of tenant farmers increased by 30 
percent. The present crisis accelerates 
the process at great speed, the area cul
tivated by tenants is constantly increas
ing, the tenantry already represents more 
than 30 percent of the farm workers.

Bankrupt Rural Economy
What with the scarcity of land in 

terms of demand, land rents are extreme
ly high. Tenants are forced to hand over 
50 to 60 percent of the crop in kind, a 
fact which gives complete control of the 
market to. the capitalist-landowner, per
m itting him to rig the market w ith  ease 
against the small farmer. A t least 13 
percent of the crop goes to pay fo r fe r
tilizer, the rest being insufficient to sup
port the rural family. To make up the 
deficit created under these conditions, the 
farmer is forced to resort to extra work. 
Two million peasant families engage in 
the extremely underpaid silkworm indus
try, thereby doubling their income. They 
resort also to weaving, spinning, etc., 
the rural family being the unit of dom
estic economy, notoriously a sweatshop 
system. Furthermore to secure a little  
ready cash the peasant hires out his 
daughter to the textile mills or even 
sells her to the city brothels. Nearly 
half a million persons migrate from 
country to town each year, half of them 
women. However, just as in pre-revolu
tionary Russia, there is a constant mig
ration back to the vilage. Official statis
tics show that a quarter of those who 
return home have tuberculosis, the te rri
ble scourge of modern Japan.

Mortgages
The process of land concentration and 

peasant exploitation occurs here as else
where through the mortgaging of the 
land. The peasantry owes over 2 1-2 
billion yen to the banks. As In Amer
ica during the present crisis, the banks 
find it  more economic, and less fraught

with danger, to await “ better times”  be
fore foreclosing on the bankrupt farmers. 
The capitalist economic system permits 
the industrialists to fasten the burden of 
the crisis on worker and peasant. With 
the silk market completely shattered, the 
peasant’s labor goes begging and his 
conditions of living become indescribable. 
He eats the food intended for' his ani
mals, the seed fo r planting, the few cat- 
tie remaining— and then he starves mis
erably.

The Solution
“ The (Japanese) peasantry in Its en

tirety represents an elementary rebel
lion.” This rebellion manifests itself or
dinarily in Japan through tenant unions 
which fight first of all for rent reduc
tion. These tenant unions grew from 130 
in 1917 to 4,065 in 1926 with a member
ship of 368,000. The tenant unions have 
the sympathy and support (sometimes 
the leadership) of the workers’ unions 
In the cities.

I t  was his analysis of the revolution
ary significance of the Russian peasants 
that led Lenin to his concept of the role 
of the proletariat in a democratic agrar
ian revolt. The peasants can be put at 
the service of the revolution only by the 
force that takes over the state power. 
The seizing of the land and the democra
tic aspiratons of the agrarians can be 
fulfilled only through the leadership of 
the proletariat which, however, does not 
stop short at this goal but establishes 
the dictatorship of the proletariat for 
the transition from capitalism to social
ism. Starting from these same premises, 
Trotsky generalized and broadened the 
Id.eas involved, ideas primarily applica
ble to backward countries, and formu
lated in greater detail and more precise
ly than previously the idea of permanent 
revolution, applicable to world economy 
in such manner that a successful prole
tarian victory in one country becomes 
the starting point for the consolidation 
of proletarian victory in all countries.

Japan and Russia
I t  is a peculiarity of Japanese economy 

that in no other country has agriculture 
remained so backward with industry so 
advanced. Unlike Czarist Russia, Japan 
has a more powerful capitalist class in 
close alliance, as yet, w itli the feudal 
landed aristocracy. This renders i t  more 
difficult for the relatively weak prole
tariat to assume the leadership and to 
seize power in a revolution. Neverthe
less Its role in relation to the peasantry 
must follow the broad outlines set by 
the Russian example. I t  is possible that
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Greek Stalinists M eet Arguments of Left 
Opposition W ith  Slanderous Attacks

In  a ll Communist literature not a sin
gle line of slander or lies can be found 
as an argument for the fight against 
the exploiting class and its multicolored 
agents w ithin and outside the labor move
ment. From the highest theoretical 
works down to the propaganda leaflets, 
the Communists always present clearly 
the true nature of the capitalist system 
before the eyes of the masses. Upon this 
correct presentation, the Communists fo r
mulate a scientific program of organiza
tion for immediate action and for the 
final overthrow of the capitalist system.

In  contradistinction to this, the Stalin
ists, in their fight against the Left Op
position, always and unfailingly misre
present and fa lsify the views of the 
“Trotskyists” . They categorically de
clare everywhere that we are counter- 
revolutionists, enemies of the working 
working class, and agents of the inter
national bourgeoisie.

When Comrade Trotsky, before the in 
creasing danger of Fascism, criticizes 
the wrong policies of the C P G, and 
proposes a Leninist united front of all 
working class organizations as an urgent 
necessity to combat and destroy Fascism, 
he is accused of “ helping the social 
democracy” . When he analyzes the 
events in Manchuria and points out that 
Japan cannot attack the Soviet Union 
due to its weak position before the pow
erful Red army, and that the immediate 
danger is in Germany, he is again ac
cused of being an agent in the service of 
Japanese imperialism. When he critic
izes the errors of the Five Year Plnn, 
similar accusations are made.

The Greek functionaries, loyal ser
vants of their masters, no less than they 
were fa ith fu l to Lovestone in his time, 
in their fight against the Greek comrades 
of the Left Opposition. Time and again 
could not but apply the same methods 
through the pages of Empros, the party 
paper, slanders describing us as enemies 
of the working class, co-workers of the 
National Herald, a capitalist sheet. The 
issues raised by our organ, KommunlstU, 
are thus avoided.

Emproe of November 26, after a repeti
tion of the usual slanders, announced* in 
effect,* that the character of the five or 
six Greek Trotskyists has already been 
exposed in the past with the exception of 
Sebastian Pappas, this “New hero of the 
National Herald”  who wanted to enlight
en the German Communist Party. They 
therefore leave it  to the Greek “ Political’ 
Bureau and the Food .Workers Union to 
expose and denounce his disruptive ac
tivities.

The Empros editors know that in the 
statement to the party for which 1 was 
expelled without even a hearing. I did 
not formulate any new ideas of mine to 
enlighten the CPG, and that I  only pro
posed a discussion of the views of the 
Left Opposition in Germany. The re
mark of Empros that I  wanted to enlight
en the CPG therefore means to say: 
“ Rank and file : do not question the in
fa llib ility  of the line of the leadership!; 
carry out orders the way I, the func
tionary, do.” How is i t  that the Greek 
Bureau, which reprinted in the Empros, 
the statement of the D istrict Committee 
on my expulsion, made no comment at 
that time about my alleged un-Communist 
conduct in.the Greek field?, and only now

ies which "imprison” 1-5 of the men and 
over half of the women hands. The 
factory act permits a nominal workday 
of 11 liouts fo r women and children but 
this is honored only iu the breach. The 
dormitory permit the prolonging of tiie 
work-day with case. The dormitories 
are also the breeding-place of pros
titution fostered by the bosses. The 
food provided by the companies at 
a “ nominal sum”  (in reality part of the 
low wages) means slow starvation fo r 
the victims. Japanese workers do not 
-sleep in beds but on mats, covered by 
quilts. A mat occupies a space three feet 
by six, this space being allotted in the 
dormitories to two or three workers. 
Overcrowding, poor food, bad sanitation, 
confinement—no wonder tuberculosis is 
the scourge of Japan! A ll unions make 
the demand that tlie dormitories be ab
olished or, more immediately, that food 
and sanitary conditions be improved.

Not only in the dormitories is there 
overcrowding. I t  is common for two 
families, each of five persons, with board
ers as well, to occupy three mats in 
workers' homes. The infant mortality | 
rate among workers’ families is extreme
ly high. Mothers, after long hours of 
toil, cannot nurse their babies. Here we 
have the “normal" conditions under Jap
anese "planned” economy.
WAGES AND DISCHARGE 
ALLOWANCES

The wages of men in the silk-reeling 
and cotton spinning mills average from 
1.20 to 1.60 yen a day, women receiving 
.90 to 1.00 yen per day. This meagre 
wage is augumented by bonuses (defer
red wages) granted at the pleasure of 
the boss and constituting an excellent 
means of defrauding workers. However, 
the remnants of feudal psychology have, 
up t i l l  recently, led to a recognition of 
the duty of the employer to continue the 
worker in employment. Thus i f  a 
worker is discharged he is granted an 
allowance amounting to a considerable 
sum in  many cases. Not oinly does this 
apply in case of discharge but even in 
strikes the bosses are obliged to pay the 
returning strikers for the time lost. In 
the famous Noda Shoyn Brewing Go. 
strike lasting for 217 days in 1927-28, 
the strike was lost but. the company paid 
$190,000 to the strikers dismissed, each 
one receiving over $200 and, despite the 
company’s refusal to recognize the union, 
$40,000 going to the strike fund. Lat
terly these allowances have become a 
cheap means of avoiding any unemploy
ment dole.

(To Be Continued)

lour mouths later they undertake to 
expose me? I t  is simply a maneuver to 
avoid ilie arguments raised in my article 
on the language sections and the trade 
unions, published in the October Kom- 
luuiustis.

As to the Food Workers Industrial 
Union. Immediately after my expulsion, 
when the D. C. avoided the issue I  raised 
in my statement, and instead brought out 
that I was always a “ disruptive ele- 
meut" iu the fractiou and the union, I 
addressed a letter to the C. P. fraction 
pointing out that I  was ready to discusa 
my conduct openly with the membership 
of the union, and for the benefit of the 
party, I  chuienged them to a debate be
fore the union on Trotskyism. Up t i l l  
now I have not received a reply. How
ever, the following facts should be suf
ficient to explain my conduct in the ea- 
iou.

Since tlie inception of the union, I was 
always in its leading committees. And 
also for years, I  was a member of the 
leading fraction of the union t i l l  April 
1931, when my health broke down and I 
was forced to withdraw from all activ
ities. in  tlie summer of 1931, the cafe
teria section voluntarily collected $324 
for the purpose of sending me to the So
viet Union for recovery. On December 
of the same year, the convention of the 
union unanimously decided that I  should 
be sent to the S. U. immediately at the 
unions’ expenses until I  recovered com
pletely. John Steuben, of the TUUC, and 
member of tlie D. C. of the C P district 

I 2, in addressing the convention said: 
"Your decision in sending comrade Pap
pas to the S. U. whose health is under
mined due to his activities in the union 
is the highest example of your class 
solidarity” . Steuben knew that I  was 
for years sympathetic to the ideas of the 
l^eft Opposition. For two days before 
the convention, this same Steuben critic
ized severely some comrades who dared 
to propose the Trotskyist Pappas as sec
retary of the union. Why, then, did 
lie not expose me as a counter-revolution
ist before the convention instead of 
speaking very highly and enthusiastically 
about me? Do these facts show that I  
was “ always a disruptive element in the 
union” ?

I repeat the arguments of Kommua- 
istis. The National Herald, in its efforts 
to combat tlie accusations of the Empros, 
so as to appear whitewashed before the 
masses, exploits our differences in our 
criticism against the Empros, by pretend
ing to favor the Opposition. The Na
tional Herald is a bourgeois paper, the 
same as Atlantis, and in their competition 
for business on the one band, and their 
desire to win over Greek workers, to 
their respective political groups, on the 
other, w ill resort to any methods to ac
complish tlie ir goal. The duty of the 
Empros is to reveal the reactionary char
acter of both papers. Instead the sil
ence with respect to the Atlantis which 
lately poses as a workers’ friend stren
gthens its influence among the Greek 
workers. On the other hand, the a rti
cles written in the Empros by Alex Mik- 
ros, for an entire period against the 
National Herald, in some cases was harm
fu l to the Greek workers in that they 
spread illusions as to the justice of the 
capitalist courts, etc. Time and again, 
the Greek bureau quoted Lenin and Las- 
sulle in the Empros to the effect that 
when the bourgeoisie appraise the posi
tion of some revolutionist in a favorable 
light, he, the revolutionist, must be dan
gerous to the working class. This is true. 
Does i t  follow, therefore that when a 
dissatisfied petit-bourgeois writer speaks 
iu favor of the Soviet Union, or when a 
theatrical company imports Russian film 
for business purposes, are shown to the 
masses and consequently benefits the So
viet; State—does it  mean that the Soviet 
State ceases to be the Fatherland of the 
working class? Far from it. The poli
tically headless petit-bourgeoisie w ill 
take almost any position that is of some 
profit to themselves. To make the 
above point clearer to the Greek bureau, 
let us take up the question of Vassardakis, 
with which they are very well acquainted. 
Didn’t he shift his position towards the 
Empros when he clashed with the Na
tional Herald clique and is extremely 
friendly with you? Does not this indic
ate the character of this petit-bourge
ois? Unfortunately, Vassardakis was 
permitted to use the pages of the Empros 
for Ills own satisfaction.

However, the quotations from Lenin 
and Lassalle apply fu lly  to Stalin and his 
policies. For the official press of the 
bourgeoisie, like the N. Y. Times, through 
its foreign representative Duranty, is in  
agreement with Stalinist policies as 
aganst. Trotsky; while the leader of the 
Left Opposition, comrade Trotsky, exiled 
in Priukipo by secret agreement between 
Kemal Pasha and Stalin, is refused a 
visa to a ll bourgeois countres. This 
fact alone shows the violent hostility of 
the bourgeoisie against the Left Opposi
tion. I f  Trotsky is what the Stalinists 
call him, then it  would be a simple mat
ter to convince the workers by a public 
debate in which both sides would have 
the opportunity to present their respec
tive standpoints. But this is something 
the Stalinists dare not undertake.

They lie when they say that Trotsky’s 
viewis have been settled and that they 
w ill not debate those who “ have no 
masses behind them.”  Then why this 
incessant, increasing campaign in the 
party press against the Left Opposition. 
The Greek m ilitants can no longer allow 
A’assardakises to use the Empros fo r 
their satisfaction. Empros must become 
a genuine Communist paper. In  the or
ganization of the unorganized, as well au 
in all tho other great tasks facing the 
revolutionary movement, Eknpros must 
take the initiative. This is the role of a 
Communist paper.

—SEBASTIAN PAPPAS,
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measure is purely a parliamentary 
legislative one. It  is not so much its 
proposed scheme of insurance upon a 
state basis, although i t  absolves the 
federal government from responsibility, 
which is important. No, i t  is rather 
the fact that these officials can now 
foresee the possibility of capitalism 
actually beeing compelled to accede to 
a measure of unemployment insurance. 
They therefore found it  necessary to 
give allegiance, at least in words. And 
what w ith the trad itional. A . F. of L. 
“ non-partisan” political policy—which 
objectively is partisan to capitalism— 
as a legislative proposal only i t  can 
mean nothing 'but a continuation of 
begging capitalist politicians tor favors. 
The working class, however, from a 
long range perspective, is confronteu 
nqt only with the question of the neces
sity of ootaining this measure, i t  L  
confronted much more definitely witn 
the question of strengthening its class 
position in the struggle for tins im
mediate objective.

Toward Social Reformism

That the official A. F. of L. direc
tion is making a bend toward socmi 
reformism is only further substantiated 
by the tact that the Cincinnati conven
tion also went on record against tue 
sales tax. I t  was branded as a d-vice 
to soak the poor and then tor good 
measure the convention went on record 
to soak the rich by a proposal for in
creased income and inheritance taxa
tion. But that this bend is essentially 
w ith the objective of more effective 
opposition to the advance of com
munism was very well attested to in 
the unanimous greeting of the remarks 
of the American Legion national com
mander before the convention. He pro
claimed that the Legion and the A. F. 
of L. would have to do the bulk of the 
fighting against Communism.

In this connection i t  is necessary 
again to examine the approach of the 
official party leadership to the trade 
unions on the question of relief measures 
for the unemployed. In that respect, the 
same as in regard to the general work
ing class problems, it  has proven tru 
th its Centrist position. I t  has sown 
confusion and harm, combining the 
adventurists policy of isolation from tne 
unions with a lagging behind, dragged 
at the rear of events. The party lead
ership did not approach the unions as 
living organisms, subject to changes 
dictated by the economic structure 
w ithin which they function. The party 
leadership did not at all press f  mwaru 
endeavoring to take its part in determ- 
ing and speeding the direction of the 
change. When it  should have been 
pressing relentlessly upon the A. F. ot 
L . and its leadership for a united 
struggle for unemployment relief it 
continued the opposite course of seek
ing to withdraw these activities from 
the unions. Tuday when the party 
should be in the midst of building up 
strong Left wing groups with.n the A 
F. of L. in preparation for the coming 
serious battles, i t  is s till way behind, 
agitating from the outside in a manner 
which widens the separation of the 
vanguard from the trade unions. Mean
while, this has facilitated the efforts 01 
the A F of L  officialdom to again 
reinforce its position of domination over 
the rank and file membership by giving 
paper allegiance to progressive me
asures.

Are there Signs of Coming Struggles?

Outstanding today is the fact of the 
general trade union retreat in face of 
wage cuts, all along the line. Practically 
throughout, the officials have been the 
most active sponsors for accep ance on 
the general plea of hard times for in 
dustry and easy replacement of labor. 
But within the general retreat there 
are sufficient indications of what is 
coming. I t  is established by the fact of 
union membership refusal to accept 
wage cuts and strikes despite the easy

conditions of labor replacement, as well 
as by the fact of oppositions crystalliz
ing against attempted official sell-outs. 
Throughout the southern textile fields 
there have been during the recent 
months a wave of strikes against the 
inhuman conditions under which unskil
led workers reach as low as $6.00 week
ly wages. Thus while labor is still 
cheap in the south, the additional 
bourbon'boats of i t  being contented de
finitely belongs to the past.

'Undoubtedly the officialdom consid
ers as a bad omen certain rumblings of 
revolt amongst unions of the skilled 
crafts. Therefore they feel the neces
sity of stepping a little  livelier. In the 
New York Typographical local, the 
"B ig Six,”  very strong opposition dev
eloped to the international president 
Howard’s proposal to accept a wage 
cut. In the big electricians’ local num
ber refused to accept a wage cut 
sponsored by the officials. And to 
register their opposition further they 
carried through to victory their fight 
against the reactionary local machine 
of president Frank Wilson, despite its 
slupport from the international office. 
But largest of all is looming on the 
horizon of future indications the revolt 
of the Illinois coal miners.

These manifestations are small but 
they point to much more serious clash
es w ith the continuing wage cuts and 
the ever more persistent demands from 
the employers for new and additional

cuts. The large centralized banking 
corporations not only make these de
mands in more definite terms upon the 
interlocking industrial concerns but 
they also press the government into 
action, from the federal down to the 
municipalities. Hoover has already re
sponded, setting an example in his mes
sage to congress, advocating a wage 
cut for all federal employees down to 
the lowest brackets, where it  hits the 
hardest, to those earning $1,000 yearly.

The Six Hour Day Slogan

We have often repeated the conten
tion that as a means of issuing out of 
the crisis the American capitalists w ill 
resort to further lowering of living The 
proof of this contention is at hand. This 
proof forms a part of our conclusion of 
coming; serious struggle!;. 'Apd. iit is 
important to remember, that, though 
yet in retreat, the American workers 
have not been defeated. On the con
trary. They can fu lly  be depended upon 
to put their strength to the test in 
battle. I t  is in this connection that 
real attention must be paid to the pro
posal adopted by the A. F. of L . con
vention for the six hour day, the five 
day week, without reduction of pay.

As already mentioned, the resolutions 
adopted are only a paper allegiance so 
far as the reactionary leaders are con
cerned. Towards them i t  is necessary 
to be more vigilant and more watchful 
than ever. Not only to watch their 
resolutions but also to watch their 
fingers. Yet the resolution is of enor
mous importance both in respect to the 
condition which called for its adoption 
and in respect to the opportunity it 
offers. There is the possibility of mak. 
ing i t  a real live slogan, of 'making it 
a central slogan which w ill help to turn 
the workers’ retreat into its opposite, 
into the direction of the offensive. From 
this we can begin to perceive the enor
mous significance of this slogan from 
the standpoint of class relations, that 
is when this slogan is really taken up 
seriously and actively and pressed for
ward by the revolutionists and militants.

Even in what is indicated by the ac
ceptance of the six hour day at Cin- 
cinatti, and despite how little  i t  is 
taken serious by its sponsors, there 
is nevertheless a powerful substantia
tion of the correctness of the Left Op- 
postion in proposing it as a central 
slogan. But what w ill it  mean to the 
Stalinist leaders of the official party? 
W ill, they insist that the A. F. of L  
bureaucrats should make a little  step 
backward and give lip service instead

Weisbord and the Hunger March
In  the struggle between the Stalinist 

faction of the party and the Left Opposi
tion on the question of correct policy 
in  the Hunger March, the Left Opposi
tion has carried on a fight in the most 
important large cities as reported in the 
M ilitant. Weisbord issued a leaflet to 
the New York Ratification Conference 
and signed the leaflet, “ Communist 
League of Struggle, (Adhering to the 
International (Trotsky) Opposition)” . 
The position of Weisbord is false and 
has nothing in common with the position 
of the Left Opposition.

Many workers confused this leaflet and 
the insane policy advocated with that of 
the Communist League of America. The 
bureaucrats knew the "difference bu<. 
cleverly utilized the leaflet to “expose 
the program of the Left Opposition” . I f  
this leaflet represented the program of 
our American section we would deserve 
condemnation.

The following are several of the out
standing mistakes of the leaflet. More 
mistakes in a one page leaflet are diffi
cult to conceive of.

According to Weisbord, “The present 
March cannot merely be an ‘exposure’ of 
the government. To a considerable ex
tent this has already been done.”  The 
“ considerable extent” to which “ the gov
ernment has been exposed” , in Weis- 
bord’s mind, w ill be best seen from the 
infantile Leftism of the “concrete”  pro
posals he makes later on.

Weisbord makes the astonishing “ de
mand for the nationalization of the key 
industries, for the opening of factories 
under workers control so that the neces
sary prducts can be turned over to un
employed and starving workers.”  This j

demand at this stage of class relations 
in the United States falls outside the 
bounds of Communist demands and play* 
into the hands of class collaborationism. 
Anyone who avocates the nationalization 
of industry and workers control of in
dustries in the present condition of the 
United States has forgotten, or did not 
know the most elementary education of 
the Communists, let alone that of the 
Left Opposition.

The leaflets demands “A great demon
stration in Washington threatening dras
tic action by the masses should the de
mands be turned down.”  Weisbord 
wants us to threaten drastic action. Good, 
But what action? He answers by say
ing that ” A call for a national general 
strike to take place on the date set for 
Congress to act to put pressure on Con
gress and to' support the Hunger March, 
should be issued by the Hunger March
ers in Washington.” A general strike, a 
national general strike to be called, not 
by organized unions or mass movement 
or by the party but by the Hunger March
ers ! A general strike is a class weapon 
of first importance but when played 
with, as it  is by Weisbord, i t  becomes a 
mistake of first magnitude— an adven
turistic piece of ultra-Leftism proposed 
out of all relationship to the actual sit
uation and the state of mind and organi
zation of the masses.

This leaflet and these ideas are part 
of the program and base upon which 
Weisbord wants to base his “ mass work” . 
Stalinism has its brand of “ mass work” . 
The American section of the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition w ill continue its 
activity toward greater class activty, but 
always upon the basis of Marxian pol
icies. J

to a proposal for the seven hour day? 
I t  would be inconceivable to think that 
the party leaders should not want to 
have the trade unions adopt their 
slogans. The chief “ theoretician,” 
Browder, last year, in arguing against 
our advocacy of the six hour day slogan, 
said that as against that the slogan for 
the seven hour day leads in the direc
tion of the “ revolutionary working 
class solution” of the unemployment 
problem. But why there is such a 
uistinction, he failed entirely to make 
clear. And the reason is because it 
cannot be made clear. I t  cannot be de
fended any more ’than the general false 
Stalinist views of policy for the revolu
tionary and working class movement can 
be defended.

But the Stalinist party leaders have 
made the additional mistake of obscur
ing the shorter workday proposal in its 
present program of immediate demands. 
Is that accidental, or is that a part oi 
their general failure to pursue a strategy 
in which the slogans of today become 
preparations for the struggles of tomor
row? Are they content to leave that 
field entirely to the whims of reactio
nary trade union leaders and the social 
reformists? Are they content to let that 
slogan rest in Green’s hands? That 
That would mean leaving i t  in the hands 
of the agents of the class enemy.

Green spoke strong words in its favor 
at the Cincinatti convention. He spoke 
for strikes to secure this measure. 
Other worthies seconded him. Is it  
then not time now to begin to call them 
to the test in action before the work
ing class whom they are supposed to 
lead? The method by which to do this 
is through the building of a Left wing 
movement w ithin the A. F. of L. The 
very least that th is A. F. of L. con
vention action should call for from the 
Communists is to undertake now and 
in earnest the task of arousing the labor 
movement as a whole to an actual 
struggle for the six hour day, the five 
day week, with no reduction of pay.

—ARNE SAWBECK

L. Trotsky-—Bonapartism in Germany

P A M P H L E T S  W A N T E D
We are now completely out o f the 

Bound Volumes of comrade Trotsky’s 
pamphlets. But the demand s till con
tinues. This leaves us no choice but to 
make another attempt to bind some more. 
This is where the difficulty comes in. 
As you remember we advertized the 
Bound Volumes as containing some pam
phlets that were out of print and unob
tainable except in these Bound Volumes. 
That was true. But now that the Bound 
Volumes are a ll gone, these pamphlets 
are unobtainable anywhere, even by us.

In  order to bind additional sets we 
need the fololwing pamplets: The Draft 
Program; The Turn in  the C. I.; Germany 
—the Key to the International Situation; 
and World Unemployment and the Five 
Year Plan. I f  our comrades w ill send 
these pamphlets to us we w ill be able to 
go ahead w ith the birding. We need lots 
of them The more we receive the more 
we w ill be able to bind.

We ask for these pamphlets on the 
following terms. We are absolutely un
able to pay for them w ith money. We 
can issue credit slips fo r the amount of 
the pamphlets against any accompanying 
or future order that the comrade may 
make. But these order* must be for 
literature. We are strongly against ap
plying them to sub extensions and re
newals. And the pamphlets must be in 
good condition.

(Continued from page 1)
First, was not a “bonapartist” one, not 
only because Napoleon himself was a 
doubtful Buonapart by blood, but also be
cause bis relations to classes, especially 
to the peasantry and to the lumpen-pro
letariat was not at all the same as that 
of Napoleon the First. Moreover, classi
cal bonapartism grew out of the epoch 
of gigantic war victories, which the sec
ond Empire did not know at all. But If 
we should look for the repitition of all 
the traits of bonapartism, we w ill find 
that bonapartism is a one-time unrepeata- 
tive occurence, that means that in gen
eral bonapartism does not exist hut that 
there once was a general Bonapart, 
born in Corsica. The matter stands no 
different with liberalism and with all 
other generalized terms of history. 
When one speaks by analogy of bona
partism, i t  is necessary to state precisely 
which of its traits found their fullest 
expression under present historical 
conditions.

Present-day German bonapartism has a 
very complex and so to say combined 
character. The government of Papen 
would have been impossible without 
Fascism. But Fascism is not in power. 
And the government of Papen is not Fasc
ism, On the other hand, the govern
ment of Papen, at any rate in its pre
sent form, would have been impossible 
without Hindenburg, who inspite of the 
final prostration of Germany in the war, 
signifies in the memory of wide masses 
great victories of Germany and symbol
izes the army. The second election of 
Hindenburg had a ll the characteristics 
of a “plebiscite” . Many millions of 
workers, petty bourgeois and peasants 
(Social-democracy and Centre) voted for 
Hindenburg. They did not see in  him 
any one political program. They wanted 
first of a il to avoid, civil war and raised 
Hindenburg on their shoulders as a su
per-arbiter, as an arbitration judge of 
the nation. But precisely this is the 
most important function of bonapartism: 
raising itself over the two struggling 
camps in order to preserve property and 
order, i t  suppresses civ il war, or pre
cedes it, or does not allow i t  to rekindle. 
Speaking of Papen we cannot forget Hin- 
denburg on whom reets the sanction of 
the social democracy. The combined 
character of German bonapartism ex
pressed itself in the fact that the dema
gogic work of catching the masses for 
Hindenburg was performed by two big 
independent parties: the social democracy 
and national socialism. I f  they are both 
astonished at the results of their work 
this does not change the matter one 
whit.

The social democracy asserts that Fasc
ism is the product of communism. This 
is correct in so fa r as there would have, 
been no necessity at all in Fascism w ith
out the sharpening of the class struggle, 
without the revolutionary proletariat, 
without the crisis of capitalist society. 
The flunkeish theory of Weils-Gilferding- 
Otto Bauer has no other meaning. Yes, 
Fascism is a reaction of bourgeois society 
to the threat of proletarian revolution. 
But precisely because this threat is not 
an imminent one today, that the ruling 
classes make an attempt to get along 
without a civil war by the medium of a 
bonapartist dictatorship.

Objecting to our charcterization of the

government of Hindenburg-Papen-Schlei- 
cher, the Brandlerites refer to Marx and 
express thereby an ironic hope that his 
authority may also have weight with ns. 
I t  is difficult to be made fools of in a 
more flagrant manner (?). The fact is 
that Marx and Engels wrote not only 
of bonapartism of the two Bonaparts but 
also of other species thereof. Beginning, 
i t  seems, with the year 18G4, they have 
likened not once the “ national”  regime 
of Bismark to French bonapartism. And 
this in spite of the fact that Bismark 
was not a pseudo-radical demogogue and 
so far as we know, was not supported by 
the peasantry. The Iron Chancellor was 
not raised to power as a result of a 
plebiscite, but was duly appointed by his 
legitimate and hereditary king. And 
never-the-less Marx and Engels are right. 
Bismark made us in a bonapartist fashion 
of the antagonism between the propertied 
classes, and the rising proletariat, over
coming in this way the antagonism 
within the two propertied classes, be
tween the Junkerdom and the bourgeoisie, 
and raised a military-police apparatus 
over the nation. The policy of Bismark 
is that very tradition to which the 
“ theoreticians” of present German bona
partism refer. True, Bismark solved in 
his fashion the problem of German unity, 
of the external greatness of Germany. 
Papen however so fa r only promises to ob
tain fo r Germany “equality” on the in
ternational arena. Not a small differ
ence! But we were not trying to prove 
that the bonapartism of Papen is of the 
same calibre as the bonapartism of Bia- 
ark. Napoleon the Third was also only 
a parody of his pretended uncle.

The reference to Marx as seen has a 
slovenly character. That Thalheimer 
does not understand the dialectics of 
Marxism we suspected long ago. But, 
we must admit, we thought that at least 
he knew the texts of Marx and Engels. 
We take this opportunity to correct our 
mistake.

Our charcteristic of the presidential 
government rejected by the Brandlerites 
received a very brilliant confirmation 
from a very unexpected and in its  way 
“ authoritative” source. W ith regard to i 
the dissolution of the “five-day” Reich-J 
stag DAZ (Deutsche Allegemeine Zeit- 
ung—organ of heavy industry) quoted on 
August 28th in a long article the work 
of Marx “ The 18th Brumaire”— for 
what purpose? No more and no less than 
in support of the historical and political 
rights of the president to put his boot 
on the neck of people’s representation. 
The organ of heavy industry risked at 
a difficult moment drinking from the poi
soned wells of Marxism. With a re
markable adroitness the paper takes from 
the immortal pamphlet a long quotation 
explaining how and why the French 
president as the incarnation of the "na
tion” obtained a preponderance over the 
sp lit up parliament. The same article 
of the DAZ reminds very apropos how in 
the spring of 1890 Bismark developed a 
plan for a most suitable governmental 
change. Napoleon the Third and Bis
mark as forerunners of presidential gov
ernment are called by the right name by 
the Berlin newspaper which in August 
at least played the role of an official or
gan.

To quote “ The 18th Brumaire of Louis 
Napoleon” in  reference to the “July 20th

of von Papen” is of course very risky 
since Marx characterized the regime of 
Napoleon in the most acid terms as the 
regime of adventurists, crooks and pimps. 
Actually DAZ could be brought to pun
ishment for a malicious slander of the 
government. But i f  we should leave 
aside this indriect inconvenience, there 
remains nevertheless the doubtless fact 
that the historic instinct brought DAZ to 
the proper place. Unfortunately one can 
not say the same of the theoretical wis
dom of Thalheimer.

Bonapartism of the era of the decline 
of capitalism differs widely from bona
partism of the era of ascension of bour
geois society. German bonapartism is 
not supported directly by the petty bour
geoisie of the country and village, and 
this is not accidental. Precisely there
fore we wrote a t one time of the weak
ness of the government of Papen which 
nolds on only by the neutralization of two 
camps: the proletariat and the fascist*.

But behind Papen stand the great 
landowners, finance capital, generals—so 
rejoin other “ Marxists” . Do not the 
propertied classes in itself present a 
great force? This argument proves once 
more that i t  is much easier to understand 
class relations in  their general sociol
ogical outline than in a concrete histor
ical form. Yea, immediately behind 
Papen stand the propertied heights and 
they only! precisely therein is contained 
the cause of his weakness.

Under the conditions of present-day 
capitalism a government which would 
not be the agency of finance capital is 
in general impossible. But of a ll possi
ble agencies the government of Papen is 
the least stable one. I f  the ruling classes 
could rule directly, they would have no 
need either of parliamentarism, or of so
cial democracy, or of Fascism. The gov
ernment of Papen reveals too clearly 
finance capital, leaving i t  even without 
the sanctified ordered by the
Prussian commissar Brakht. Just be
cause the extra-party, “national”  govern
ment is in fact able to speak only in the 
name of the social heights, capital is 
ever more careful not to identify itself 
w ith the government of Papen. DAZ 
wants to find for the presidential govern 
ment support in the national-socialist 
masses and in the language of ultima
tums demands of Papen a bloc w ith H it
ler which means capitulation to him.

In evaluating the “strength” of the pre
sidential government we must not forget 
the circumstance, that if  finance capital 
stand behind Papen, this does not at a ll 
mean that i t  falls together with him. F in
ance capital has innumerably more possi
bilities than Hindenburg-Papen-Schleich- 
er. In  case of the sharpening of contra
dictions there remains the reserve of 
pure Fascism. In case of the lowering 
of contradictions one w ill maneuver un
t i l  the time when the proletariat puts Its 
knee on its chest. For how long Papen 
w ill maneuver the near future w ill show.

These lines w ill appear in the press 
when the new elections to the Reichstag 
n il!  have already passed. The bona
partist nature of the “anti-French”  gov
ernment of Papen w ill inevitably reveal 
itself w ith a new force, but also its weak
ness. We w ill take this up again In due 
time.
Prinkipo, October 30, 1932.

—L. TROTSKY.

LEON TROTSKY

Soviet Economy in Danger
The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan

(Continued from last issue)
But one of the most important dispro

portions consists in the fact that the 
availability of money. In the language 
of monetary circulation, this is what is 
called inflation. In the language of 
planned economy this signifies exagger
ated plans, incorrect division of forces 
and means, in particular, between the 
production of objects for consumption and 
the production of means for production.

From that time when the correlation 
of prices began to turn against the city, 
the latter safe-guarder itself by “ freez
ing” the goods, i. e., they were simply 
not put into circulation, but kept in  hand 
to be distributed bureaucratically. This 
signified that only teh percunaryi shadow 
of the scissors had closed its blades, 
while their material disproportion s till 
remained. But the peasant is litt le  inter
ested in shadows. The absence of com
modities has pushed him and continues 
to push him in the direction of a strike 
in breadstuffs: he does not want to part 
with his grain fo r money.

Not having become a matter of simple 
and profitable exchange for both sides, 
the provision of foodstuffs and agricul
tural raw material has remained as hith
erto “ a political campaign” , “m ilitant 
drive” , requiring each time the mobili
zation of the State and party apparatus. 
“ Many kolkhobes” , Pravda cautiously re
ports (September 26), “ resist the col
lection of grain, hiding their stocka” . 
We know what the word “ many”  signi
fies in such a context. I f  the exchange 
between the village and the city were ad
vantageous, then the peasants would have 
no cause whatever to “hide their stocks” ; 
but i f  the exchange is not advantageous, 
i. e., i f  i t  takes the form of compulsory 
transfer, then all the kolkhozes, and not 
“ many” as well as the individual pro
prietors. The duties of the peasants in 
supplying meat provsions are officially in- 
vesled at presnt with the character of 
a natural tax in kind, w ith a ll the en
suing repressive consequences. The eco
nomic results of the 100 percent col
lectivization ade designated much more 
correctly by these facts than by the bald 
statistics of collectivized hectares.

The foot that severe laws were passed

, against spoliation of socialist property 
sufficiently characterizes the extent of 
the evil, the gist of which, in the village, 
consists in the fact that the peasant 
strives to direct his grain not into the 

J socialist, but the capitalist channels. The 
I prices on the speculative market are high 

enough to justify the rise of capital pun
ishment. What part of the foodstuffs is 
diverted into the channels of speculation?

In the Volga-Caspian fish trust, i t  is 
reckoned that 20 percent of the catch goes 
to the private market. “And how much 
really does go?” asks Pravda skeptically. 
In the rural economy the percentage of 
the drain should be considerably higher. 
But even 20 percent means hundreds of 
millions of poods of bread. Repressions 
may become inevitable measures of self- 
preservation. But they cannot replace 
the establishment of the link, they do 
not create the economic foundation for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and 
they do not even guarantee the provi
sion of foodstuffs.

The authorities, therefore, could not 
stop merely with repressions alone. In  
the struggle for foodstuffs and raw ma-j 
terials they found themselves compelled 
to order the city to liberate the village. 
While in the cities, particularly in the 
provinces, the State and cooperative 
stores have become depleted.

The balance of “ the link” w ith the 
village during this year has not as yet 
been taken. But the trading channels 
of the cities are exhausted. “We gave 
more goods to the village,”  said Kagan
ovich in Moscow on October 8, “ and, i f  
I  may use the expression, we have of
fended the city.” The expression Is ab
solutely permisable: the cities and indus
tr ia l districts have been offended, 1. «., 
the workers.*

* In 1929, Preobrazhensky, justifying 
his capitulation, prophesied that w ith 
the aid of the Sovkhozes and the Kolk
hozes, the party would force the kulak 
to his knees w ithin 2 years. Four years 
have elapsed. And walit have we? I f  
not the kulak—he has been “ put out of 
commission”—then the strong middle
man has forced Soviet trade to its knees, 
compelling It to offend the workers. As

The Conditions and Methods of 
Planned Economy

Of what sort are the organs of con
structing and applying the plan? What 
are the methods of checking and regulat
ing it? "  What are the conditions for its 
success?

Three systems must be subjected In 
this connection to a brief analysis: (1) 
special state organs, i. e., the hierarch
ical system of plan commissions, in the 
center, as well as locally; (2) trade, as 
a system of market regulation; (3) So
viet democracy, as a system of living 
reaction of the masses upon the struc
ture of economy.

I f  there existed the universal mind, 
that projected itself into the scientific 
fancy of Laplace; a mind that would re
gister simultaneously all the processes of 
nature and of society, that could measure 
the dynamics of their motion, that could 
forecast the results of their inter-reac
tions, such a mind, of course, could a 
priori draw up a faultless and an ex
haustive economic plan, beginning with 
the number of hectares of wheat and 
down to the last button for a vest. In 
truth, the bureaucracy often conceives 
that just such a mind is at its disposal; 
that is why i t  so easily frees itself from 
the control of the market and of Soviet 
democracy. But, in reality, the bureau
cracy errs frigh tfu lly  in its appriasal of 
its spiritual resources. In its creative
ness, it  is obliged perforce, in actual per
formance, to defend upon the propor
tions (and with equal justice one may 
say, the disproportions) i t  has inherited 
from capitalist Russia! upon the data of 
the economic structure of contemporary 
capitalist nations; and finally, upon the 
experience of successes and mistakes of 
the Soviet economy itself. But even the 
most correct combination of a ll these 
elements w ill allow only of constructing 
a most imperfect wire skeelton of a plan, 
and not more.

The innumerable living participants of 
economy, State as well as private, col
lective a* well as individual, must give 
notice of their needs and of their rela
tive strength not only through the stat
istical determinations of plan commis
sions but by the direct pressure of sup
ply and demand. The plan is checked 
and, to a considerable measure, realized 
through the market. The regulation of 
the market itself must depend upon the

we see it, Preobrazhensky himself, in 
any event, was much too hasty in getting 
down on his knees before the Stalinist 
bureaucracy.

tendencies that are brought out through 
its medium. The blueprints produced by 
the offices must demonstrate their econ- 
omc expediency through commercial cal
culation. The system of transitional 
economy is unthinkable without the con- 

j tro l of the rouble. This presupposes, In 
; its turn, that the rouble equals Itself. 
Without a firm mometary unit, commer
cial accounting can only increase tha 
chaos.

The processes of economic construc
tion are not as yet taking place w ithin 
a classless society. The questions relat
ing to the allotment of the national In
come compose the central shaft of tha 
plan. I t  shifts with the direct develop
ment of the cl,.ss-struggle and that of 
social groups, and among them, the vari
ous strata of the proletariat Itself. These 
are the most important social and econ
omic questions: the link between the 
city and the village, i. e., the balance be
tween that which industry obtains from 
rural economy and that which i t  supplies 
to i t ;  the interrelation between accumu
lation and consumption, between the fund 
for capital construction and the fund fo r 
labor wages; the regulation of wages 
for various categories of labor (skilled 
and unskilled workers, government em
ployees, specialists the managing bu
reaucracy) ; and finally, the allotment of 
that share of national income which 
falls to the village, between tha various 
strata of the peasantry—all these ques
tions by their very nature do not allow 
of the a priori decisions of the bureau
cracy, that has fenced itself off from 
the interference of interested millions.

The struggle between living interests, 
as the fundamental factor of planning, 
leads us into the domain of polities, 
which is concentrated economics. The 
instrument of the social groups of Soviet 
society are (should be) : the Soviets, 
the trade unions, the co-operatives, and 
first of a ll the ruling party. Only through 
the inter-reaction of the three elements, 
State planning, the market, and Soviet 
democracy, can be realized the correct 
management of the economy of the transi
tional epoch, and only thus can be as
sured—not the complete surmounting of 
contradictions and disproportions within 
a few years (this is U topia!)—but their 
mitgation, and, through just that, the 
strengthening of the material bases o f 
the dictatorship of the proletariat until 
the moment when a new and victorious 
revolution w ill widen the arena of so
cialist planning and w ill reconstruct thS 
system.

(To be continued)


