
ACROSS
THE

CO UNTRY
With Cannon 

A n d  M u s t e

From A . J. Muste, national sec­
retary of the Workers Party, 
comes further word of the tour he 
and James P. Cannon, editor of 
the New M ilitant, are making to 
present the program of the WJP. 
to the workers of the country. 
Reports indicate that Comrades 
Muste and Cannon’s tour is a 
march of triumph.

*  *  *

By A. J. MUSTE
M ADISO N, W is.— The U n ivers ity  

o f W isconsin is becoming more con­
servative. P h il LaFo lle tte , o f the 
new Progressive P arty , is try in g  
his hand a t doing som ething fo r  
the masses w ith  a re fo rm is t pro­
gram. He has an a lib i, however, 
since the Progressives do no t con­
tro l the leg is la ture and so. the m or­
a l may not be so obvious to  the 
masses as i t  should be.

An old Brookwood graduate, 
though not a W.P. sympathizer, got 
up a  meeting here at, short notice. 
They' planned to have i t  in  a house 
bu t had to trans fe r to  a h a ll be­
cause over f if ty  wanted to come. 
I f  the Chicago D istric t, go t estab- 
ished, i t  ought to have l i t t le  tro u ­
ble in  fo rm ing  a branch here.

Here our first, taste o f northwes­
tern cold begins. The tra in  is due 
a t 1 A.M. It  c raw ls  in  about 15. We 
are due in  Minneapolis a t 8 A.M. 
and get there 5 hours late. Over 
30 degrees below zero and a (tu tting  
wind. W hat a reception!

*  *  *

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn.—-Those o f 
us who have heard fo rm er O.L.A. 
comrades go in to  ecstasies over the 
Minneapolis strikes, D rive rs  Local 
574 and the M inneapolis m ilita n ts  
generally, have sometimes said to 
ourselves: ‘ ‘They may be good in 
Minneapolis, bu t they can’t  be th a t 
good.”  There m ust have been many, 
too, who have had a fleeting doubt 
as to whether Toledo and M innea­
polis could live  up to  th e ir  reputa­
tions, w hether the m agnificent bat­
tles o f 1934 had been a “ flash in  the 
pan”  o r were being fo llow ed up in  
a persistent, and m ilita n t fashion.

H aving now spent five days in  
M inneapolis, maybe I ’l l  be accused 
o f “ p u ttin g  i t  on th ic k ”  I  m ust 
sing the praises o f the movement 
here. N o th ing  is clearer than th a t 
both here and in  Toledo our forces 
are stronger today, have a firm er 
hold in  the unions, and are w ork ing  
harder than they were a year ago.

We tr ied  to  have a conference o f 
the trade union members o f our 
branch the o ther n ig h t and had to 
w a it u n t il nearly  eleven because a 
class in  Labo r D ram atics, a con­
ference of Bakery W orkers and an 
organization com m ittee meeting o f 
N orthern  States Power employees 
were on, and our comrades and the 
574 boys were ta k in g  leading parts 
in  each. W hile w a itin g  around, we 
had a session w ith  a group o f p ro ­
gressives from  the ra ilro a d  unions. 
The N orthe rn  States Power employ­
es have a cha rte r fro m  the In te r ­
na tio n a l B rotherhood o f E le c trica l 
W orkers under w h ich they are 
bu ild ing  an in d u s tr ia l un ion o f u t i l ­
ity  workers, inc lud ing  the office
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Latest Order 
By F D Hides 

New T h re a t

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1935

Section 7(a) Likely to be 
Replaced by New 

Legislation
By ZA€K ELDER

W A S H IN G TO N .— I t  was by no 
means ex trao rd ina ry  th a t the Pres­
ident should buckle under to  the 
newspaper publishers by ordering 
the N ational Labor Relations Board 
to keep its  hands off the Jennings 
case.

(Jennings, a reporter on the San 
Francisco Bee, a 11 earst paper, 
was fired for his attempts to or­
ganize the newspaper men of this 
paper into the Guild. The case 
was brought before the San Fran- 
sisco Regional Labor Board which 
took sides with the employer, it  
was subsequently brought before 
the .National Labor Board and 
made a test case. Richberg a l­
lied with the publishers hut the 
decision of this Board was favor­
able to the Guild.—Ed.)

B uck ling  under to the open- 
shop 'employers is lire  one talent 
wh ich the President has never 
fa iled to manifest th roughou t the 
tortured h is to ry  o f Section 7a. He 
gave in  to the autom obile employ­
ers when he set up the ineffable 
Wolman Board. He gave in to the 
iron  and stetel employers by hand­
cu ffing  the .Steel Labor Board in 
t lie  exercise o f its  theoretica l elec­
tion powers. Hte gave in  to the 
cotton te x tile  employers by ensnar­
ing  the s tr ik in g  workers in  the 
meaningless recommendations of 
thte W inan t Commission. The Pres­
iden t is tho rough ly  aware on which 
side the lo a f o f cap ita lism  is b u t­
tered.

NATIONAL RUN AROUND’S 
NEW MANEUVER

B u t the President’s order con­
ceals a new maneuver on the pa rt 
of the N ationa l Run Around. W hile 
the s tr ik e  wave ran high, du ring  
1933-1934, I t  was convenient to 
smother labo r unrest by b lanketing 
i t  under a whole series of in d u s tria l 
re la tions boards. The ostensible 
purpose o f thenSe boards was to 
govern in d u s tr ia l re la tions in  ac­
cordance w ith  Section 7a— trade 
union recognition, collective agree- 
mlents, and the rest.

Their true purpose, however, 
was to end and avert strikes by 
spinning out endless miles of ad­
ministrative red tape, and by gull­
ing workers into the belief that 
the government would see that 
justice was done to them.

As s trke-breaking agencies the 
boards did  th e ir  best. Woe befe ll 
the wage-earners who were simple- 
m inded enough to w a lk  in to  the
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When It  Snows in New York
Magnificent Chance for Jobless Men - - Alderman 

W h o  Gets $100 an Hour Raps Shovellers

On January 23 and 24 a blizzard 
descended on New Y ork , 171 inches 
o f snow fe ll, the tem perature 
dropped to a few degrees above 
zero.

Commissioner o f San ita tion T. W. 
Hammond ($10,000 per year) o r­
dered out 11,000 home re lie f men, 
registered fo r  snow removal, on the 
evening o f the 23rd, bu t as only 
fo u r inches had fa llen  by then, they 
were senr home, a fte r reporting  a t 
headquarters in the zero weather.

On the  24th the  snow continued 
to  fa l l  and tra ffic  was badly tied 
up, a ll 23,000 registered home re ­
lie f  workers were ordered out.

A lderm an John Cashmore ( i t  has 
been calculated th a t New Y o rk  
C ity  aldermen receive $100 per h o u r 
fo r  s itt in g  on the Board o f A id e r- 
men) sharp ly critic ized  the re lie f  
workers, claimed they were no t re­
porting , they were sh irk ing , they 
were not tak ing  proper advantage 
o f th is  m agnificent opportun ity.

A “Liberal” Paper 
The New Y o rk  W orld-Telegram , 

a lib e ra l paper, (e d ito r probably 
receives $20,000 per year) took up 
the noble c iv ic  cause in  a head line: 
"R e lie f W orkers Shun Snow Clean­
ing Jobs.”

The re luctance of the re lie f work­
ers was ascribed by some to the 
fa c t th a t, a lthough they were pro­
mised 50c per hour fo r  a 10 hour 
day o f snow cleaning, ac tua lly  they 
received on ly  25c per hour, the re­
m aining 25c being subtracted from  
th e ir re lie f allowances.

Reports from  various papers fo r  
Jan. 24:

“Thomas McClinot, 60, a relief 
worker of 80 Herkimer Street, 
Brooklyn, died while shoveling 
snow In Prospect Park. Cold and 
exertion were given as the causes.

“An unidentified man n Queens

fell dead from overexertion while 
shoveling snow.”

On Jan. 25 A lderm an Cashmore 
($100 per hour) requested th a t the 
committee investigating home re lie f 
in  New Y ork  (w h ich  has to  date 
succeeded in  rem oving a few doubt­
fu l cases from  re lie f ro lls , a t a 
cost to  the c ity  o f $25,000) look in ­
to  the snow rem oval business.

The W orld  Telegram  reported: 
“ C ity  Forced to H ire  M any Thou­
sands N ot On R e lie f R o lls ,”  and 
became extrem ely self-righteous.

How to Keep Warm
TJie Departm ent o f San ita tion 

(Comm. $10,000 per year) issued a 
mimeographed sheet o f instructions 
to  snow removal w o rke rs :

“ I f  your fingers o r ears get numb 
and look w h ite  or fros tb itten  pu t 
the fros tb itten  hand inside your 
Vest, no tify  your foreman, and go 
to c lin ic , 103 La fayette  St.

“ Don’t w a lk, ride  in subway, 
tro lley  o r ‘L ’.

“ I f  both hands are frozen put 
colder one inside vest and keep the 
other in your pocket.

“ Th ings to  w e a r: A  p a ir o f wool­
en m ittens, m ittens are much bet­
te r than g loves; a p a ir o f woolen 
socks; shoes w ith  th ic k  soles; cap 
w ith  ear m uffs.”

A  to u r o f inspection by your re­
po rte r revealed th a t many re lie f 
workers had the audacity not to 
obey the instructions, a lthough the 
tem perature hovered around five 
degrees above zero. To say no th ing 
o f m ittens, m any were not even 
wearing g loves; and as fo r  th ic k  
soled shoes and woolen socks, there 
was flag ran t v io la tion  o f the De­
partm ent o f San ita tion rule.

New Deal Launches Another Gunboat 94 Strikers Arrested in Fargo 
N. Dakota by 300 Vigilantes

4,000 Subs by May 31 
Is Our Goal-Here’s How

The i ,500-ton destroyer Dale is shown above as it slid down the 
ways of the Brooklyn navy yard. I t ’s, the latest product of the navy’s 
building campaign, and the money came from New Deal funds. Wash­
ington observers predict that a large part of the new unitemized 
$4,800,'000,000 relief fund w ill also go for* war preparations.

Liberty o f 18 Jeopardized 
As C.P. Splits Defense

FOLLOW TH E  NEWS IN  TH E  
NEW  M ILITANT.

SAN FRANCISCO.—  The libe rty  
o f the 18 defendants in  the Sacra­
mento c rim ina l syndicalism  tr ia ls  
has been jeopardized by the action 
o f members of the Communist pa rty  
when under orders from  New Y ork  
they repudiated the un ited fro n t 
agreement reached January 15.

The agreement, signed by the 
Socia list pa rty , the W orkers Party , 
the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
the Shipyard and A llie d  'Workers 
In d u s tr ia l Union, the Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense, the In te rna tiona l 
Labor Defense, M achin ists Local 
68, Cannery and A g ric u ltu ra l W ork­
ers In d u s tr ia l U n ion and the Com­
m unist party , was a resu lt of the 
ag ita tion  begun by the N o n-P a rti­
san Labor Dtefense a fte r  some o f 
the prisoners and the  Berkeley sub­
section o f the C. P. had voiced dis­
sa tis faction  w ith  the a ttitu d e  o f the 
Communist p a rty  and the I.L .D .

Between the f irs t  meeting of the 
general un ited f ro n t committee and 
the meeting Saturday m orning, the 
S ta lin is ts  managed to sabotage the 
united fro n t mass meeting sched­
uled fo r Feb. 1 and to v io la te  the 
agreement in  other ways. A t Sat­
u rday ’s meeting they came ou t in  
the open, repud ia ting  the un ited 
fro n t agreement, re jec ting  a ll com­
promises and took a line which 
forced a break.

B y th is  action  the leaders o f the 
Communist pa rty  have once again 
demonstrated /h e ir  complete ca l­
lousness w ith  respect to  the fa te  of 
the 18 workers now fac ing long 
term s in  San Qufentin and took on 
th e ir  shoulders fu l l  responsib ility  
fo r  destroying a united mass move­
ment o f defense.

The Non-Partisan Labor Defense, 
im m ediately a fte r the S ta lin is ts  had 
destroyed the united fron t, set the 
wheels in  m otion fo r a reconcen­
tra tio n  o f a ll honest labo r and sym­
pathetic elements in to  a m ilita n t 
unified defense. On Monday n ig h t 
the united fro n t committee w i l l  re­
assemble m inus the disrupters, and 
w i l l  take up unhampered the prac­
t ic a l questions o f the defense fight.

For months a fte r  the arrests in  
J u ly  the C.P. and I.L .D . developed 
no pub lic ity  around the Sacramento

DOLL AND TOY WORKERS
USE FLYIN G  SQUADRON

F ive hundred workers o f the 
D o ll and Toy Federal Union, New 
Y ork  local, s truck Wednesday 
against sweatshop conditions, wag­
es below the N R A  m inim um  o f $12 
per week and to  extend unionism 
in  the industry.

On the f irs t day o f the s trike  
fly in g  squadrons of m ilita n t w ork­
ers pu lled out several hundred un­
organized w orkers in  the stuffed 
toy  department.

The workers demand union rec­
ogn ition  and a wage scale from  a 
m axim um  o f $50 per week fo r 
sk illed  cutters to a m in im um  o f $18 
for gttheral help.

case. They not only fa iled  to s ta rt 
a un ited fro n t pressure cam paign: 
they started no campaign a t a ll. 
They raised on ly  enough ba il to 
take out one prisoner.

The reason is w e ll known in 
pa rty  circ les and in  the labor move­
ment o f C a lifo rn ia : Comrades 
Chambers, Decker, W arn ick , M in i 
and several other prisoners had 
questioned the p a rty  line  in  the  un­
ion. Documents have already be­
come pub lic  w h ich  reveal how the 
D is tr ic t  Bureau o f the C. P. tr ie d  
to jockey out o f the un ion Decker, 
m ilita n t leader o f the great and 
successful Sacramento and San 
Joaquin V alley strikes o f 1933, and 
to discipline other leaders who en­
joyed the confidence o f the mass 
o f workers.

There can be no question tha t the 
I.L .D . made no efforts to raise b a il 
u n t il the N.P.L.D., a t the request 
o f W arn ick, began its  own cam­
paign and bailed out W arn ick  and 
Decker.

Not u n til December d id  the CIP. 
begin to set up any sort of pressure 
d rive  to support the defendants— 
and then they d id  i t  on the  usual 
S ta lin is t bas is : the C.P., the  I.L .D ., 
the regular brood o f S ta lin is t off­
shoots, a few libe ra ls  and, symbol­
ica lly , the H O LY  (w h o lly? ) IN N O ­
CENTS CHURCH o f San F ranc is­
co.

Now to complete the d isrup tion  
of the united fro n t, the S ta lin is ts  
have proceded to ca ll th e ir  own 
private conference, w h ich  in  view 
o f the a ttitu d e  they take can en list 
the support on ly o f such organiza­
tions over w h ich  they exe rt d irec t 
contro l. Instead o f a genuine u n it­
ed fro n t in  which every p a rtic ip a t­
ing  organ ization declared its  w i l l ­
ingness to cooperate lo ya lly  and

H E  campaign fo r  New M ilitant 
subs opens today. I t  opens on 

a new note—P rize s ! Yes S ir, we 
are offering prizes.

O ur goal is  fou r thousand new 
subs in fou r months, one thousand 
per month, tw o  hundred and f if ty  
per week. I f  we are to  make the 
m ark you w i l l  have to  he lp us ou t 
w ith  th ir ty - f iv e  new sub Cvery s in ­
gle day from  now u n t il M ay 31.

The Prizes— A h ! There are 12 
separate, m agnificent prizes. For 
the in d iv idu a l who collects the 
most subs every m onth d u rin g  the 
campaign there w ill he a prize o f 
Iwo do lla rs in  hooks from  the P ion­
eer Bookshop. A  chance fo r you 
every month.

I'm- the in d iv id u a l who collects 
.he biggest number of subs fo r  the

en tire  four-m onth  period a prize 
of five do lla rs in books.

F o r the branch w h ich  sends in 
the greatest number o f subs and 
the biggest bundle increases, paid 
up, there w i l l  be a prize o f ten do l­
la rs in  books (branches w i l l  be 
judged on a membership basis), a 
second prize of five do llars and a 
th ird  prize o f tw o  f if ty , a ll in  books.

Comrades consider—I f  we each 
and every get one new sub every 
tw o weeks we w i l l  reach ou r m ark. 
I f  each and every one o f us get a 
sub every week we w ill have a 
c ircu la tio n  o f a t least fourteen 
thousand by .May 31. I f  we each 
got a sub every day we would have 
a c irc u la tio n  o f s ix ty  thousand! 
T h a t’s ju s t to give you an idea.

(Continued on Pur* 4)

s u g g e s t e d  s y m b o l

W hat is it?  W hat is th a t lig h t­
n ing  b o lt across the w orld? I t ’s a 
suggested symbol fo r  the W orkers 
P arty .

W ha t do you th in k  o f it?  Do you 
like  it?  Good! O r have you any 
ideas fo r a bette r one? T h is  is the 
tim e fo r  a l l h idden ta len t to  blos­
som fo rth . Im m orta lize  yourse lf as 
the crea to r o f the  revo lu tionary 
symbol o f America.

Send a ll suggestions, drawings, 
etc. to  the P o lit ic a l Committee, Na­
tio n a l Office, New York.

Progressives 
Seek National 
Organization
(B y  Special Correspondent)

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn.— Vigorous, 
h a rd -h ittin g  resolutions, one con­
demning reactionary un ion leaders 
and going on record fo r  a na tiona l 
organ ization o f m ilita n t and p ro­
gressive un ion forces, the  o ther de­
m anding a genuine W orkers’ Secur­
ity  Program , were adopted a t the 
one-day meeting o f the N orthw est 
U n ity  Conference, he ld a t the head­
quarters o f D rive rs ’ Local No. 574.

F if ty  delegates, fro m  unions num 
oering 10,000, attended the  confer­
ence. The security  program  adopt­
ed was the program  advocated by 
tiie  N a tiona l Unemployed League. 

The resolutions fo llo w  in  fu l l :  
“ Whereas, the workers o f the U. 

S. have demonstrated a determ ina­
tion  to organize and a w illingness 
to figh t desperately fo r  the r ig h t to  
organize and against the  whole 
campaign to  p u t them  on a  pauper 
basis; and

“ Whereas, the masses w i l l  find  no 
support h u t on ly  new betrayals in  
ou tw orn  c ra f t  unionism  and auto­
c ra tic  union leadership w h ich  bases 
its  policies in  co llabora tion  w ith  
employers and the government, 
who are the  enemies of the w o rk ­
ing class; and

“ Whereas, the m ilita n ts  and p ro­
gressives can ca rry  on the ba ttle  
fo r  the organization o f the unor­
ganized and against false, corrupt, 
and reactionary  leadership on ly  i f  
they are f irm ly  organized and un ite  
th e ir e ffo rts ; and

“ Whereas, th is  is  a na tiona l p rob­
lem and loca l groups cannot meet 
the need and w i l l  in  fa c t be smash­
ed by reactionary elements in  the 
labor movement; and 

“ Whereas, th is  Conference has 
begun the organ ization o f the pro­
gressive forces in  the northwest 
reg ion ; therefore be i t  

"Resolved, th a t we declare fo r  a 
na tiona l organ ization o f the hon­
estly m ilita n t and progressive ele­
ments in  the  unions and Ins truc t 
the officers o f th is  Conference to 
make contacts w ith  s im ila r groups 
in  o ther pa rts  o f the coun try  and in  
every w ay to advance the move­
ment fo r  a na tiona l organ ization.”  
Resolution on Workers’ Security 

Program
“ Whereas, the great problem 

fac ing  the Am erican w o rk ing  class 
is economic secu rity ; and whereas, 
numerous persons and groups, in ­
c lud ing  employers and the govern­
ment, a re  proposing various meas­
ures fo r  a program  o f workers’ se­
cu rity  ; therefore be i t  resolved, 
th a t th is  Conference goes on record 
endorsing the fo llo w in g  as essen­
t ia l parts of a workers’ security 
p ro g ra m :

“ F irs t, the na tiona l th ir ty -h o u r 
week;

“ Second, an app rop ria tion  o f not 
less than ten b illio n  do lla rs fo r  
pub lic  w orks which w i l l  benefit the 
masses, such as housing fo r  wage- 
workers, fa rm  e lectrifica tion , etc., 
th is  sum to  be expended im m edi­
ate ly, and workers on a l l  public 
pro jects to  be employed on the 
basis o f the th ir ty -h o u r week and 
a m in im um  wage o f th ir ty  do lla rs 
per week and a t union rates above 
the m in im um ;

“ T h ird , enactment o f the Lun- 
deen W orkers’ Social Insurance 
B i l l ;

“ F ourth , Cash re lie f, pending en­
actm ent o f unemployment in su r­
ance,at no t less than twelve do l­
la rs  per week and no t less than 
three do lla rs  add itiona l fo r each 
dependent.”

Speakers W ill 
Bare Hearst’s 
Labor Record

NEW  YO RK. — A  mass a n ti-  
H earst m eeting w i l l  be held in  New 
Y ork  Sunday, Feb. 3 a t 8 P.M. a t 
the C entra l Opera House, 205 East 
67th Street.

The speakers, many o f them a t­
tacked by Hiearst in  his anti-Red 
campaign, w i l l  uncover Hearst’s re­
cord.

Heywood Broun w i l l  speak on 
H earst’s a tt itu d e  toward his own 
newspaper employes.

P ro f. Sidney Hook, cha irm an of 
the D epartm ent of P hilosophy of 
New Y ork  U n ivers ity , and Prof. 
James Burnham , o f the same de­
partm ent, w i l l  answer the attacks 
on them in  the H earst papers.

Prof. George S. Counts o f Colum­
bia U n ivers ity  w i l l  speak. He d is ­
covered recently th a t prospective 
“ students”  were H earst reporters. 
H is  exposure o f H ears t’s tactics 
caused the most prom inent educa­
tors in  the coun try  to  demand a 
Congressional investiga tion  of 
H earst’s a n ti- la b o r ac tiv itie s  and 
his a ttacks on education.

F e lix  M orrow , secretary o f the 
P rovis ional Committee fo r  Non- 
Parisan Labo r Defense, under 
whose auspices the mass meeting 
w i l l  be held, w i l l  te ll o f H earst’s 
ac tiv itie s  in  C a lifo rn ia , and the 
H earst press ro le  in  the Sacramento 
c rim in a l synd ica lis t t r ia l now going 
on.

Take Tow n  
In Effort to  
Break Strike

FARGO, N. Dakota.— Three hun­
dred deputized vig ilantes swept 
down on the headquarters o f Gen­
era l D rive rs  loca l No. 173 on Sun­
day, tear gassed strikers, th e ir  
wives and ch ildren, and arrested 
94, inc lud ing W illia m  Cruden, 
president o f the union, and W . W. 
Hughes and C. R. Schwalde, union 
officers. They wefe charged w ith  
r io tin g  and in c it in g  to r io t, ba il 
was set a t $500 to  $1,500 fo r  each 
un ion is t arrested.

The s tr ike  o f the coal, ice, and 
transfe r drivers has been on since 
the m iddle of January. In  spite 
o f the sub zero weather the Fargo 
drivers, using the  m ilita n t picket- 
ng technique developed- by General 

D rivers Local 574 in  M inneapolis, 
had the c ity  of Fargo sewed up 
tigh t. The s tr ike  was ca lled fo r  
union recognition and fo r  the re­
instatem ent o f two men discharged 
fo r  union activ ities.

Today the entire  tow n  o f Fargo 
is in  the hands o f v ig ila n te  thugs, 
who have set as th e ir  goal the 
crushing o f the loca l labo r move­
ment, fo r  years a neglig ib le  force 
— u n til M iles Dunne, onte o f t h i  
leaders o f Local 574, was loaned to 
the Fargo d rive rs  as an organizer. 
A  w a rra n t has been issued fo r  the 
a rrest o f Dunne, charged w ith  in ­
c it in g  to r io t.

The rest o f the Fargo labor 
movement is w e a k ; most o f the 
unions have sm all membership, a l­
though under the stim ulus o f Local 
173’s organ ization drive, th e ir  m ilk  
drivers ’ s tr ik e  of la s t f a l l  and th e ir 
present strike , several hundred 
workers have come in to  the unions.

The te rro rism  in  Fargo is p a rt o f 
an organized campaign against la ­
bor w h ich the reactionaries are 
preparing in  the N orthw est. D u r­
ing the past fo u r months trem en­
dous funds have been pu t behind 
the Am erican Legion, hundreds of 
chapters have been form ed o r re ­
vived. In  M inneapolis special po­
lice  posts o f the Legion have been 
formed.

E very trade union!?*, in  the 
N orthw est should realize th a t the 
Fargo s trike rs  are waging a figh t 
fo r the labo r movement o f the 
whole, Northwest, and should give 
every possible support to Local 
173.

Truckm en Stay In ju n ctio n
One-Day Strike Prevents Judge from Issuing W rit 

He Postpones Decision U ntil Next W eek
The one-day s tr ike  o f the New 

York truckm en on Jan. 28 sets a 
new pace fo r the Am erican labor 
movement—i t  was a s tr ik e  called 
fo r  the  sole purpose o f jam m ing an 
in ju n c tio n  down the judge’s throat.

On Jan. 2, Justice B . J. H um ­
phreys, a w e ll-know n labo r hater, 
issued an opinion, on app lica tion  of 
the B rook lyn  Chamber o f Com­
merce, th a t opened the way to an 
in ju n c tio n  res tra in ing  the Long­
shoremen from  cooperating w ith  
union truckm en by re fusing to 
handle scab goods. The in junction , 
i f  issued, would resu lt in  the 
wholesale lay ing  off of union tru c k ­
ers.

Last Thursday the rank and file 
truckm en in  a secret m eeting elec 
ted a s tr ike  committee o f 25 ano 
determ ined on a w a lkou t fo r Mon 
day, the day set fo r  the in junction .

T h is  action  was- taken over the 
heads o f the so-called un ion leaders, 
M ichael Cashal o f the Truckm en, 
and the notorious Joe Ryan, who 
tr ie d  to sell ou t the  San Francisco 
s tr ike  la s t summer. These allegeo 
union leaders were a i l fo r  tak ing 
the in jun c tion  ly in g  down. Boti. 
Ryan and Cashal disclaim ed any re­
spons ib ility  fo r  the strike , and la in  
i t  to  “ com m unistic influences”

T. E. Sm ith, one o f the ra n k  and 
file  s tr ike  committee, pointed ou i 
th a t the  on ly “ com m unistic in flu  
ences”  involved were the ran k  ana 
file , who knew damn w e ll th a t the 
in ju n c tio n  w ould resu lt in  the  f i r ­
ing  o f a t least five thousand union 
truckm en im m ediate ly.

The-Monday s trike  was a success. 
T ak ing  a h in t from  the M inneapolis 
s trike , squads pa tro lled  the loading 
area, both r a i l  and boat, in  trucks.

A i l  in te rs ta te  tru c k in g  was stop- 
ned. Those In ters ta te  truckm en who

hadn’t  received notice o f the s trike  
fo r  lack o f time, were allow ed to 
drive  to th e ir  garages and no fu r ­
ther.

M erchants and m anufacturers 
were fra n tic . They d idn ’t  know 
when the s tr ik e  w ou ld  end. Cashal 
and Ryan cou ldn 't give them any 
in fo rm ation . B !g  concerns, such as 
Philco, RCA, W estern E lectric  
w ired th e ir  New Y o rk  agents to 
‘Ship by R a ilw ay  Express u n t il 
fu rth e r notice.”  R a ilw ay express 
charges are three tim es as h igh as 
truck in g  charges. The s tr ike  h it  
them where i t  h u rt most, in  th e ir  
pockets.

Under pressure o f the s trike , Jus­
tice H um phrey suddenly changed 
his m ind, consented to  receive a 
b r ie f from  the un ion law yer, and 
postponed his decision u n t il “ some 
tim e next week” .

The ran k  and file  committee 
called off the s trike— fo r  the mo­
ment. B u t the rea l b a ttle  is s t i l l  
ahead. The New Y ork  Board of 
Trade, the B rooklyn  Chamber o f 
Commerce have been whipped in  
the firs t sk irm ish ; bu t they have 
gained a week in  w h ich  to  connive.

The rank and file  know  th a t the 
in junction  is aimed, no t m erely to  
prevent thte cooperation o f long­
shoremen and truckm en, bu t to 
smash completely and f in a lly  every 
w ate rfront union in  the c ity .

The union leaders, lik e  Ryan and 
Cashal, ta lk  about an appeal, about 
i  three-year legal ba ttle , b u t the 
rank and file  know  th a t the  issu ­
ance of th is  in jun c tion  w i l l  be the 
firs t shot in  a campaign to  smash 
he unions. T h a t is w hy  the rank 

and file  le t the leaders ta lk , w h ile  
they take action. T ha t in juncion 
must not be issued; the on ly way 
to stop i t  is by s trik ing .
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LIVELY  MEETINGS M A R K  SPEAKING TOUR FOR WORKERS PA R TY
_  <

Enthusiastic Crowd Cheers 
The New Party in Chicago

CHICAGO, 111., Jan. 20.— The in ­
terest in  the fo rm ation  o f the W ork ­
ers P a rty  is such in  Chicago, th a t 
bver 350 workers turned o u t to  
hear Comrades Muste and Cannon 
speak a t the Capito l B udd ing on 
the program  and aims o f the party . 
The audience responded w ith  fre ­
quent outbursts o f applause.

Muste and Cannon la id  down an 
analysis o f the present economic 
and p o lit ic a l s itua tion  w h ich  neces­
sitated the fo rm ation  of the new 
party . They showed th a t the 
W orkers P arty , armed w ith  a rea l­
is tic  revo lu tionary program , w ith  
connections in  the trade un ion cen­
ters throughout the country, vvith 
a pow erfu l unemployed organiza­
tio n  and  a w e ll c ircu la ted  press, 
bids fa ir  to  become T H E  revo lu­
tionary  pa rty  o f the Am erican p ro­
le ta ria t.

Communists Beha ve 
A la rge number o f le ft  Socialists 

listened a tten tive ly  to the speakers. 
The Com m unist P a rty  was also rep­
resented by about tw en ty  members, 
who, su rp ris ing ly  as i t  may seem 
and fo r  the f irs t  time, behaved 
themselves in  an orderly fash ion 
and d id  no t a ttem pt, in  th e ir  usual 
manner, to d is rup t the meeting.

F o llow ing  the speeches a collec­
tio n  was takpn- O vej $70 was 
collected and $25 pledged.

The cha irm an announced th a t a 
speaker from  the S.P. and the C.P. 
m igh t take the floo r and present 
th e ir  p a rty ’s po in t o f view. A  p ro­
m inent section leader o f the C.P. 
got up and set fo r th  to  damn and 
slay the W.P.

Brought Down the House 
Much to  the amusement of the 

workers, th is  w o rth y  deplored the 
fac t th a t the program  o f the W.P. 
was rea lly  a com m unist program  
stolen fro m  the C. P. on a dark^ 
n igh t. He li te ra lly  b rought down 
the house when he referred | to 
“ comrade”  Muste (no t M r. Muste) 
and stated th a t he regarded h im  as 
an “ honest man who had made con­
tr ibu tion s  to the Am erican labor 
movement” .

God Forbid!
A  le ft  S ocia lis t next took the 

floor and argued th a t the W.P. 
should be in  the S.P. today, help ing 
to  re form  i t  and revo lu tionize it. 
He pleaded th a t the W.P. should 
fo llo w  the example ( God fo rb id !)  
o f A lb e rt Goldman and enter the 
S.P.

Comrade Cannon replied to this. 
D efla ting the b ig  ta lk  o f tremendous 
mass contact, he showed how the 
actua l le ft  w ing  was very sm all 
and had no reason to  look scorn­
fu lly  upon the W.P. The W.P., he 
stated, did no t deny the existence 
o f a developing le ft w ing. B u t the 
hest way to  he lp the le ft w ing was 
precisely by fo rc in g  i t  to  tigh t the 
S. P. o ld  guard, w ith  a view to sp lit 
w ith  them and then o f u n ify in g  a ll 
revo lu tion is ts  in to  one party.

Describes Zig-Zags 
No less effective was Comrade 

Muste’s rep ly  to  the C.P. speaker. 
H e evoked great laughter when he

showed the recent zigzags of the C. 
P. both w ith  regards to  the class 
strugg le in  general and w ith  the 
characterization o f h im self as an 
honest man, whereas up to recently 
he had been classified as a b lack­
guard and le ft social fascist. Muste 
th rew  in to  the teeth of the S ta lin ­
ists the challenge to defend th e ir 
po licy of te rro r in  disposing o f po­
li t ic a l opponents in  the Soviet U n­
ion, a fte r  the K iro v  assassination, 
l ie  concluded w ith  an appeal fo r 
support o f the W orkers P arty.

W A U K E G A N , 111. —  Despite bad 
weather, 55 workers gathered to 
hear James P. Cannon expla in the 
program  of the W orkers Party . The 
speech was the opening gun in  the 
drive  of tin* Waukegan Branch fo r 
new members.

had jo ined, hoping fo r  a new revo­
lu tio n a ry  po licy  in  th a t p a r ty ; 
there were one or tw o  lone Love- 
stoneites, who are s t i l l  ha rd  a t  w ork 
“ re fo rm ing”  the loca l Communist 
p a r ty ; and a hand fu l of S ta lin is ts . 
Present also were some o f the lead­
ing  members o f the D e tro it B ranch 
o f the P ro le ta rian  P arty , many of 
whom are the most active m ilita n ts  
in  the Mechanics Educationa l So­
c ie ty  o f  Am erica, a union of some 
20,000 tool and dye makers.

Tw enty new contacts were estab­
lished fo r the W orkers P a rty  a t the 
meeting.

D E T R O IT .— About 150 -workers, 
representing every im portan t p o li­
tica l tendency in the labor move­
ment, heard A. .1. Muste and James 
P. Cannon, outstanding leaders of 
the W orkers P arty  a t Jericho Tem­
ple Jan. 18. The meeting was the 
first, held by the new p . r ty  in  De­
tro it. The response was enthusias­
tic.

In  the audience were Socialists, 
several of tfiem  new members who

NEW  CASTLE, Pa.— A. J. Muste 
spoke to  60 persons here on Jan. 
15. The question and discussion 
period centered around the policies 
o f the Soviet U n io n ; the collapse 
o f the Second and T h ird  In te rn a ­
tionals and the necessity fo r the 
W orkers Party .

Follow ing the meeting an organ­
iza tiona l meeting o f the Branch 
was held. Rocky Lewis was elected 
branch organizer.

Textile Strike Looms - W ill I t  Be 
Another Betrayal by UTW Leaders?

C LE V E LA N D , Ohio. — Comrades 
Muste and Cannon helped us get 
the new pa rty  off to a fine s ta rt in 
th is  city.

Quite a number o f you th fu l, 
healthy elements o f the Cleveland 
w ork ing  class were present. The 
new pa rty  is being discussed in 
every h a ll and center where w o rk ­
ers meet throughout the c ity .

By F E L IX  GIORDANO
A LLE N TO W N , Pa.— The wave of 

m ilita n cy  which came over the tex ­
t i le  workers last year, and w tiich  
culm inated in  the general s tr ike  o f 
las t September, is  >fa r  from  being 
dead.

The be traya l of th a t s tr ike  a t 
the hands o f the v a c illa tin g  and 
inept leadership arouses the  w o rk­
ers now more than ever.

I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t the 
last convention o f the' American 
Federation o f S ilk  W orkers, in 
spite of the top clique, had to pro­
mise s tr ike  action  in  case ( ! )  the 
report o f the In d u s tr ia l Relations 
Committee appointed by the W inant 
Board should not be satisfactory.

No report has been made public. 
B u t the report may have already 
been made, and may be now in  the 
hands o f the na tiona l offic ia ls o f 
the U.T.W. and o f the American 
Federation o f S ilk  W orkers, w ith ­
out the organizations m aking i t  
known to the members.

Delegates to Meet
This possib ility  assumes g igan tic  

proportions in  view  o f the fac t tha t 
a meeting o f delegates from  a l l over 
the s ilk  industry  has been called 
suddenly fo r  next Sunday in  A l-

The League’s Fight for Unity
By LOUIS BREIKR ,

History of the National Unem- j 
ployed League, Part Four. |

The N a tiona l Unemployed League 
has worked fo r u n ity  in  the unem- I 
ployed movement. W orked and 1 
worked hard— not fo r  a cooked-up 
or fake un ity , but fo r  un ity  in  fac t 
ami no t as a tactic.

I ts  h is to ry  would not be complete 
w ith o u t an account o f the N .U .L .’s 
united fro n t experiences w ith  other 
unemployed organizations, pa rticu ­
la r ly  the Communist P a rty  led U n­
employment Councils and the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  led unemployed un­
ions. These experiences lead one 
to ask— W hat is un ity?

The N U L  has taken a clear posi­
tion  on th is  question.

What Unity Is
Just as th e . struggle between 

classes cannot be compromised, but 
must be fough t out to the very last 
element of opposition in  spite of a ll 
tem porary “ accomodations” , so the 
struggle w ith in  the w ork ing  class 
fo r a lasting and genuine un ity  
cannot be achieved hy a mere “ ac­
commodation”  bu t must be welded 
through understanding of the basic 
issues and e lim ina tion  o f a ll ob­
s truc ting  and incom patible ele­
ments.

I f  there is no united action 
among the organized workers to ­
day, i t  is not because the workers 
lack a common cause, hut because 
they lack a common theory, a com­
mon tac tic  and a un ited leadership.

Leaves Communist Party for 
Workers Party — Tells Why

“To me it is becoming increas­
ingly evident that the banner of 
proletarian revolution is now in 
the hands of the Workers Party,” 
says Harold Smith, resigning from 
the Communist Party.

The letter of the section mem­
bership committee to Comrade 
Smith and his reply to the dis­
trict committee are published be­
low, without further comment.

*  *  #

Jan. 18, 1935
Comrade S m ith :

Please ca ll a t Section 5 th is  Wed­
nesday, Jan. 25, 7 :30 P.M to see 
the Section organizer about, the 
statem ent th a t you made in  our 
Section th a t you are in  favo r o f 
T ro tsky  and th a t he is the on ly 
true  discip le  o f Lenin. As th is  is 
the second notice th a t we are send­
in g  you, i f  you do not answer by 
Wednesday, you w i l l  be expelled 
fro m  the C.P. and pub lic ly  exposed 
as an enemy o f the w o rk ing  class.

Membership. Committee, 
Section 5, D is tr ic t 2 

* * *
Charles Krum bein,
D is tr ic t Committee 
C.P., U.S.A.

M y reasons fo r resigning from  
your p a rty  I  may state briefly.

1. Your pa rty  no longer applies 
the teachings o f Lenin b u t the a r­
b itra ry  decrees o f S ta lin  and his 
picked crew. Your pa rty  is dom i­
nated by a bureaucracy and as a 
d irec t resu lt, sectarianism  keeps 
you separated from  the w ork ing  
class.

2. Since the suppression of the 
best m inds and sp ir its  o f the revo­
lu tion , you r officialdom has accu­
m ulated a long lis t  o f fa ilures. * * *

3. The P a rty ’s trade union pol­
icy, its  un ited fro n t tactics, its  
amours w ith  the League o f (cap i­
ta lis t)  Nations, its  concessions to 
the French and Am erican bourgeoi­
sie, ind ica te  too c learly  the head­
long m arch to  the rig h t.

4. When your apparatus grows, 
i t  sw e lls w ith  the pus of the pe tty  
bourgeois. The backbone is non- 
pxoiebarian and flabby.

5. You are no longer capable of 
se lf-c ritic ism , and having become 
in fa llib le , you no longer need po­
lemics. You have very m ysterious­
ly caught the knack o f avo id ing any 
and a l l m istakes. Subsequent events 
in va ria b ly  prove th a t the la test de- 
bach- o f p ro le ta rian  defeat shows 
I he correctness o f the p a rty  line.

These are some of my reasons.
Your le tte r in fo rm ing  me th a t i f  

1 fa i l  to see the organizer by Wed­
nesday I  sha ll from  th a t day be­
come an enemy o f the workingclass, 
is a happy b it o f hum or. The s im ­
ple fa c t of the m atte r is th a t by 
re tu rn ing  my membership book 
some tw o weeks ago, I  resigned 
from  the C.P.

I t  is known o f course, th a t you 
do not recognize a resignation. B u t 
on th is  po in t there appears to me 
much discord, i.e. on w hat you rec­
ognize and w hat the workers are 
a c tu a lly  doing.

You say I  w i l l  be “ exposed” . May 
I ask—exposed to  whom? And ex­
posed in  w hat connection?

I  ask my friends and comrades 
inside the C. P. to recognize the 
p o lit ic a l surge when such s te rling  
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts  as Z a c k ,' “ u n ity ” — th a t is, the concentration 
Strong, T ay lo r, T e rry  etc. are' mak-

The real disunity is the disuni­
ty of working class leadership 
and the achievement of unity 
rests with these leaders—or with 
the workers, if they fa il.

This is the basic problem w ith in  
the unemployed movement and in  
every other section o f the labor 
movement. I t  cannot be solved by 
“ accomodations” , “ coa litions”  o r by 
' ’federations”  o f unemployed o r­
ganizations in  the name of an ab ­
s tract autonomy, bu t only by the 
most thoroughgoing and uncompro­
m ising e lim ina tion  of a l l differences 
in  theory and tactic.

Confusing the Problem
The problem has been confused 

by the very natural inclination of 
every leader or body of leaders to 
lay their own plans and aspira­
tions on the doorstep of the plans 
and aspirations of the workers.

Thus, in  the very worst days of 
the “ U n ited F ront from  Below ”  
when every m inute of tha t practice 
pushed u n ity  back a year, the C.P. 
leadership shouted th a t “ the w o rk­
ers were cry ing  fo r un ity"’— mean­
ing thereby tha t the workers were 
cry ing  fo r the “ United F ron t from  
Below”  and the subsequent destruc­
tion  o f every organization hut. the 
Communist P a rty !

And thus, evpry pompous m ani­
festo o f the socia list old guard 
speaks in the nam e.o f the “ w o rk­
ers”  —  who are apparently not 
a fra id  to defy the bayonet and the 
machine gun in a s tr ik e  bu t fear to 
oppose im p e ria lis t w a r even on 
paper because it  m igh t annoy the 
]>olice!

Even the W eisbordites, a l l  6 of 
them, weave th e ir incred ib le  phan­
tasmagorias in  the name o f those 
sjime “ w orke fs”— who are prevent­
ed from  embracing W eisbord only 
because they are handcuffed by 
G it lo w !

Workers Cannot Deviate
The workers need a clear revo lu ­

tionary  program  and a consistent 
revo lu tiona ry  leadership. They are 
not concerned w ith  deviations. The 
workers themselves cannot deviate, 
however much they may be led to 
bark a t tinse l moons tem pting ly  
dangled over them by the Roose­
velts, the libera ls  and the fascists. 
In  the end there Is on ly one path 
th a t leads to the goal— the revolu- 
tiOnary path. When the workers 
realize th is, they w i l l  set up the 
c ry  fo r  un ity .

B u t they W ill mean, not th e ir own 
u n ity  ( fo r  i t  is by the recognition 
of th e ir  own u n ity  th a t they And 
the revo lu tiona ry  pa th) but the 
u n ity  o f th e ir  leadership. The lead­
ersh ip w i l l  e ither lead the way to 
revo lu tion  and the workers w o rld  
by the shortest and most d irec t 
route, or fa l l  by the wayside w ith  
the thousand Kerenskys et al.

N o th ing f in a lly  can destroy the 
essential u n ity  of the p ro le ta ria t.

I t  is  said th a t fa ilu re  to  un ite 
against Fascism resu lts in  Fascist

ing  the tu rn . I  ask them  to  study 
the p la tfo rm  o f the (Workers P a rty  
so th a t they may re a lly  be able to 
judge. To discard the “ disciple”  
bugaboo, and begin to  s tudy w ith  
free heads. To recognize th a t the 
monster Fascism can be destroyed 
not by b lind  obedience bp t hy dem­
ocra tic centra lism , by the w idest 
polemics and by genuine in d iv id u a l 
in it ia t iv e

To me i t  is  becoming increasing­
ly  evident th a t the banner o f pro­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion is now in  the 
hands o f the W orkers Party .

— H A R O LD  S M IT H
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camp. This is true, bu t no t fina l. 
The un ity  o f the concentration 
camp can be destroyed, bu t the 
w orkers, are ind iso lub ly  un ited by 
a single in te rest and a single goal. 
U n ity  can be delayed, obstructed, 
led in to  the lu n a tic  byways and 
the re fo rm is t highways— but i t  can­
not be-destroyed.

T h is  is the conception o f un ity  
held by the N a tiona l Unemployed 
League. I t  underlies the N U L  p ro ­
gram  fo r  achieving u n ity  in  the 
unemployed movement. B u t before 
we come to  th a t program , we w i l l  
review  b rie fly  the un ited fro n t ex­
periences o f the N U L to  date.

The Struggle for Unity 
The experiences of the NUL in  

the struggle for unity may be 
classified for the soke of conven­
ience as follows: a) the united 
front on specific issues, b) organ­
izational and organic unity.

In  rea lity , however, th is  classi­
fica tio n  is no t a ltoge ther va lid .

The un ited fro n t is, or should be, 
a trans ition  measure towards o r­
ganic u n ity  w ith in  a p a rticu la r 
field, i.e., the unemployed move­
ment, the trade  unions, etc. (The 
S.P. practice, w h ich  s tr ic t ly  lim its  
the un ited fro n t to “ specific issues”  
is comparable to the lady o f h igh 
v ir tu e  who lim its  her lover to  a 
single kiss. Ne ither lovers nor 
w orkers w i l l  stand fo r th is  sort of 
teasing, fin a lly .)  Nor is there any 
"specific issue”  confronting the 
workers on w h ich  they can un ite  as 
separated from  any other issue on 
which they, presumably, cannot 
unite. There are issues th a t do not 
im m ediate ly involve organic un ity , 
but organic u n ity  is the goal o f 
every genuine un ited fron t.

The united fro n t on specific is­
sues is the p re lim ina ry  to and the 
testing ground of organic un ity . 
T h a t has always been the under­
standing of the N U L. Thus, a t the 
firs t Columbus convention a ijn ited 
fro n t was entered in to  w ith  the U n­
employed Councils W IT H  A  V IE W  
TO C A LL IN G  A  U N IT Y  CONVEN­
TIO N . F a ilu re  to ca rry  ou t the 
un ited fro n t successfully would re­
su lt in  fa ilu re  to achieve the un ity  
convention.

Testing t lie  Councils 
A t th is  tim e the famous open 

le tte r of the C.P. to  its e lf in  w h ich 
the united fro n t from  below was 
seemingly repudiated had ha rd ly  
dried off the press. There was to 
be -no double-dealing, no stabbing 
in  the back. Issues were to be met 
squarely. The r ig h t of c ritic ism  
was not, abrogated, bu t confined to 
the w ork  a t hand.

The N U L  accepted th is  agree­
ment, in  good fa ith , recognizing 
then as now th a t dualism  in  the 
unemployed movement was one of 
the greatest impediments to  pro­
gress. B ut a lm ost a t once evidences 
of bad fa ith  on the p a rt o f the 
Councils began pouring in to  head­
quarters.

In  Columbus itse lf, Council lead­
ersh ip b lith e ly  continued to damn 
the leaders of the N U L  as I f  there 
had never been a un ited fro n t.

In  Toledo, where the  Councils 
and the Leagues had united to ca rry  
out a re lie f-w o rk  s trike , the Coun­
c il leadership prom ptly  forgot 
about the s trike  and concentrated 
on p rin tin g  exposures of the social- 
fascists.

In  Pennsylvania, a ‘red -he rring ’ 
was de liberate ly foisted on the A l­
lentow n League which m igh t have 
destroyed th a t organization.

Patience—Another Letter 
When the N U L  complained of 

th is  sabotage, the leaders o f the 
'C ounc ils ' explained th a t the new 
tactic , i.e., the abandonment o f the 
United F ron t from  Below had not 
yet tr ic k le d  down to the ran k  and 
file. O nly tim e and patience were 
required. B u t in  the weeks fo l­
low ing, thte back-stabbing and sabo­
tag ing  increased ra the r than dim ­
in ished and the patience o f the 
N U L  cam e to  an a b ru p t end when 
a le tte r from  the N. Y. d is tr ic t o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  to  the Toledo 
Unemployed Council fe l l  in to  its  
hands.

The letter colled on the Coun­
cils to make every use of the 
united front, not to win the re­
lie f strike, hut to smash the 
Leagues!

When A. J. Muste read th is  le t­
te r to the Cleveland T rade Union 
Conference th a t same year in  the 
presence o f most o f the top leader­
ship o f the C.P., the only answer 
was th e ir  complete silence. O nly 
a rank and file r in  the rea r of the 
h a ll was heard to  m u tte r : “ How 
in  h e ll d id  he get th a t le tte r?1”

lentown to discuss the poss ib ility  
o f s trike  action  on a na tiona l scale.

I t  seems, then, tha t the report 
has been made, and— n a tu ra lly  
enough— i t  is not satisfactory.

B p t i f  th a t is the case, why ca ll 
a meeting of delegates to ta lk  about 
it?  W hy not le t the membership o f 
the organ ization know about i t  
firs t?

A  burn ing question now confronts 
the s ilk  industry . Is  th is  s tr ik e  to 
be a repetition of the debacle of 
last September? Is  the same group 
o f bureaucrats tha t were respon­
sib le fo r  tha t shameful be traya l 
going to  be in  charge o f th is  
strike?

Francis Gorman, the officia l head 
of the la s t s trike , has recently 
made utterances to  the effect tha t 
the te x tile  workers have been be­
trayed in  the confidence they put in 
the Government.

That sounds very much like  an 
a ttem pt to rehab ilita te  h im self w ith  
the workers.

I t  suggests th a t the s ilk -rayon  
strike , which seems qu ite  certa in, 
may be on ly the prelude to a new 
general te x tile  s tr ik e  to  fo llow  ei­
the r im m ediate ly o r closely a fte r it .

The question comes up : Can the 
present U.T.W. leadership conduct 
another te x tile  strike?

The workers who saw th e ir fe l­
low -w orkers die in  the deep South 
and in Rhode Is land on ly to have 
the s trike  called off when i t  was 
s t i l l  on the upswing, and w ith ou t 
any gains, w i l l  they fo rge t the les­
son o f on ly a very few months ago, 
and again fo llo w  the same k ind  of 
leadership? Can they be ra llie d  (o 
fo llow  a general who is so ready to  
sound the retreat?

On the o ther hand, there is no

poss ib ility  to change now, even 
m ild ly , the leadership of the U .T.W . 
I f  a s trike  c a ll is issued, the same 
men w il l  be a t the head of it .

Way Through Strike Committee
It, appears evident th a t i f  any re­

su lts  are to. be obtained by the next 
strike , be i t  in  the s ilk -rayon  or in  
the whole te x tile  indus try , the on ly 
way is through a m ilita n t, progres­
sive, c lear-sighted S trike  Com m it­
tee—ready to fo llow  the U-TAV. 
leadership so long as i t  shows firm ­
ness and m ilitancy , bu t ready to 
oontmue the s trike  in spite o f the 
U.T.W . when the same officials 
show— as they w i l l— weakness and 
uncerta in ty, and lose from  sight 
the s ituation.

This S trike  Committee m ust be 
representative of the membership 
and close to it ,  coming immediately 
tron i its  ranks. I t  must be com 
posed o f the most clear-sighted ele­
ments in the unions, ready to push 
on the figh t when the figh ting  is 
good. T h is  does not mean th a t it, 
should be composed o f adventuris­
tic elements, who— m istak ing a de­
fea t fo r a v ic to ry— w i l l  continue 
(o r  t r y )  to push on a figh t tha t 
has lost morale.

These are the tw o  evils between 
w hich the te x tile  workers must 
steer.

Weakness and reactionary ten­
dencies on the pa rt of the leader­
ship w i l l  prove to be the workers’ 
own defeat.

B u t romantic adventurism w ill
prove equally as destructive by dis­
to r tin g  the tru th , pushing when re­
trea t would be wisdom, g iv ing  hopes 
to  the masses in  the face o f doom.

W il l  the te x tile  workers be able 
to secure such leadership? Only 
i f  such leadership is the irs  can they 
hope to achieve any gains.

Real Story in 
Relief Paper

A LLE N TO W N , Pa.— Angered by 
the Pollyanna re lie f paper put out 
by re lie f officials, transients in  the 
A llen tow n Transien t Shelter put 
out th e ir own uncensored paper.

“ The firs t tw o pages o f the last 
ed ition were taken up en tire ly  by 
those persons who are not on re lie f 
and who get a regu la r income,”  
they wrote. “ One a rtic le  pleaded 
w ith  us to have sym pathy and to l­
erance. One stated th a t because 
Dawes, the banker, predicted an 
up turn  in  business, every transient 
would get a break— i f  he had the 
patience.”

How  do transients fare?
"They check us ou t fo r  refusing 

to do Insu lting  and degrading w o rk ; 
fo r being sick too often, fo r not 
tak in g  3 more shots a fte r losing 
our medical card, fo r  no t seeing a 
notice on the B u lle tin  Board w ith in  
an hour a fte r  i t  is posted, fo r  not 
signing food and lodging orders on 
the specified hour, fo r  te llin g  the 
tru th , fo r  know ing too much, and 
fo r  non-cooperation, which can 
mean a m u ltitude  of th ings,”  the 
uncensored paper said.

WORKERS’ EDUCATION FOR 
ALLENTOW N

Garage Strike 
Ends in Gains

ALLE N TO W N . Pa. —  A  united 
fro n t between unions and unem­
ployed Leagues was instrum enta l 
in  obtain ing a State Emergency Re­
lie f  pro ject in W orkers ’ Education 
fo r  A llen tow n. Classes w i l l  meet 
in  union and League headquarters 
and w il l  s ta rt Feb. 4. Courses w i l l  
be offered in P ub lic  Speaking, W r it ­
ing, English, Labor D ram atics, L a ­
bor Problems, Labor H is to ry  and 
C urrent Events. A  workers’ lib ra ry  
and reading room is to  be opened, 
a l l A llen tow n labor organizations 
co-operating in  its  upkeep.

The project, w h ich ca lls  fo r  14 
teachers, is under the supervision 
o f B i l l  Reich, educational d irec to r 
o f the Lehigh County Unemployed 
League and fo rm er in s tru c to r o f 
Labor Education a t Commonwealth 
College. An enrollm ent in excess 
o f 500 is expected.

FORGOTTEN MEN’S YELL  
One, two, three, four,
The last war was a bosses’ war. 
Five, six, seven eight,
Rise and make a workers’ state.

—From “Voive of the Workers^’

FOLLOW TH E  HEWS IN  TH E  
NEW  M IL IT A N T.

P H ILA D ELP H IA  
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH  

B EN EFIT FUND, Inc.

GRAND BALL
and

Entertainment
N ature Friends - P u lje r ’s Orchestra 
United W orkm en’s S inging Societies

Saturday Feb. 16th
KENSINGTON LABOR LYCEUM  

2915-24 North Second St.

Continuous Dancing - 2 Orchestras 
Program begins a t 7 :30 P.M.

Admission 35c, Including Wardrobe

.M INNEAPO LIS, M inn.— On Sat­
urday night, Jon. 19, the member­
ship o f Local Union No. 382, Garage 
Mechanics, voted to accept the 
s trike  settlement, as draw n up hy 
committees from  the employers and 
the union. The settlem ent terms 
are approxim ately the same as 
those upon which the St. Paul 
s trike  was ended: a m in im um  of 
65c an hour fo r  mechanics; a m in i­
mum of $18 weekly fo r washers, 
greasers, runners and a ttendants; 
tim e and a h a lf fo r ove rtim e; 30 
hours a week guaranteed; union 
recogn ition ; no d iscrim ination , etc.

The settlem ent represents real 
gains fo r  the workers in  Minneapo­
lis  garages and auto body shops. 
Not every one o t the demands was 
won w ith  th is  .strike, but w ith  the 
l'o lationship of forces it  was cer­
ta in ly  the best agreement tha t could 
have been obtained. Hundreds of 
workers, furtherm ore, have come 
in to  Union 459 and 382 du rin g  the 
last tw o weeks. Both organizations 
now have a firm  foothold in the ir 
industry.

Act Against Chiseling
On Sunday an overflow mass 

meeting o f garage workers was held 
a t the General D rive rs  Local 574 
aud ito rium . Among the speakers 
were Bob Cramer, ed ito r o f the 
M inneapolis Labor Review, Herman 
Husman, In te rn a tion a l representa­
tive, H enry Schultz, secretary of 
the State Employees Assn, and F a r­
re ll Dobbs, business agent o f Local 
574. A broad committee was elec- 
te l.a t  the meeting to  check up on 
the basses, beginning early Monday 
m orning, to see th a t no chiseling 
oh the workers takes place.

Sop to Akron 
Labor Hides 
Company Aim
AKRO N, Ohio, Jan. 26.— Good­

year, Goodrich and Firestene threw  
A kron  rubber workers a bone in  
the fo rm  o f a three cent per hour 
wage increase la s t week.

This was ballyhooed by the com­
panies as having come through the 
tireless efforts o f the company un­
ions.

The announcement came as a 
surprise to the red apple boys whose 
firs t knowledge o f the p lan came 
from  the evening papers.

A t the same tim e, t ire  production 
is rap id ly  shooting toward the 1929 
peak.

T ile  rubber barons are obviously 
try in g  to stave off union m ilitancy  
w ith  the wage sop w h ile  bu ild ing  
up a huge inventory tow a rd  the 
tim e when, s trike  action breaks out.

Meanwhile D r. Coleman C. C la r- 
erty, head o f the A. F. o f L. rubber 
workers’ council, continues to  p lay 
the old  shell game w ith  an angry 
and im patien t rank and file.

A few  more passes* lik e  sabotag­
ing the F irestone s trike  vote, which 
was lost by on ly 25 votes, and pa l­
avering w ith  the N a tiona l Labor 
Relations Board—  especially a fte r 
its own confessed impotence In la ­
bor disputes, and the F irestone 
rank and file rs  are going to  take 
the medicine show o lit o f h is  hands.

And once they do tha t, they are­
n ’t going to  fool.

W HAT TO ATTEND

Notices fo r th is  column should be 
sent, in  as long In  advance as pos­
sible, and i f  destined fo r a p a rticu ­
la r  issue, m ust be on the ed ito r’s 
desk by Tuesday m orn ing.)

New York City
Feb. 2, Saturday n ig h t— D is tr ic t  

Housewarm ing P arty , 2 West 15th 
Street, ( th ird  flo o r). Jazz band. 
Refreshment and drinks. Members, 
friendB and sympathizers invited .

Feb. 7, Thursday evening— Bene­
f it  Theatre Party , “ Sailors o f Cat- 
ta ro ” . T ickets from  Frances Drake, 
chairm an, or through branches.

Feb. 8, F riday  8 P.M.— Lu dw ig  
Lore, “ Two Years of H it le r ’s R u le". 
1776 P itk in  Ave.. eor. Stone Street, 
Brooklyn.

Feb. 16, Saturday evening— Gala 
event. Revue and dance. Germania 
H a ll, 16th St. and T h ird  Ave. P ro­
fessional show, games, supper and 
drinks. See ad about tickets.

F rida y  n igh t forum s a t a l l
branches. Sunday n ig h t In fo r­

mal open forum  at B ranch 6, P itk in  
Ave., B rooklyn . Free admission.

Akron, Ohio
Feb. 4, Monday evening— Speak­

ers : A. J. Muste and J. P. Cannon.
Columbus, Ohio

Feb. 5, Tuesday, 2 P.M.— Branch 
conference. Tuesday at 8 P.M.—  
Mass Meeting.

Loo Angeles, Cal
Feb. 5, Tuesday evening— Open 

Forum, 1785 F irs t St. (cor. B oy le ). 
“ The C. I .  T urns R igh t A ga in”  
Charles C u rtis  and Rae Ruskin.

Charleston, W. Ya.
Feb. 6, Wednesday, 7 :30 P.M. at 

Court House— “ The W orkers P arty  
and t ile  Trade Union Movement” . 
A. J. Muste and J. P. Cannon. 
Chairman, B. A. Scott 

Pittsburg, Pa.
Feb. 8., Friday, 8 P.M., Northside 

Carnegie Music H a ll. “ The W ork ­
ers P a rty  o f the U. S.— Its  Program 
and Purpose” . Speakers: A. J. 
Muste and James P. Cannon.

HOOK SALE
DISCOUNTS UP TO 50%

One Week Only—Feb. 2 to 9 

P I O N E E R  B O O K S H O P

96 F ifth  Avenue, It. Y. C. 
(One Flight Up)

Eaeh 10c

Th« PIONEER PUBLISHERS
announces the publication of two new pamphlets

“THE K IRO Y ASSASSINATION”
B y  L E O N  T R O t S K Y  

(The first time in English)

“LE N IN ’S LAST W ILL  AND TESTAM ENT” 
(Suppressed by the Comintern)

W ith two supplementary articles 
B y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y

NOW READY
$7.00 per Hundred

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  
96 F ifth  Avenue, New York City

GAMES D R IN K S SUPPER

'R E D * C A B A R E T &  D A N C E
Dance Numbers, Singing and other Entertainment

M A X  SH AC HTM AN, Master o f Ceremonies

Saturday/ February 16th 9

G E R M A N IA  H A L L

p.m

144 Bant 16th St., near 3rd Ave.

I l l  advance 49c A t the door 75c

T ickets a t In te rn a tion a l W orkers School, 2 W est 15th St., N. Y. 0.
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Bridge that 
Gap!

"TW’O R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  labor organization has ever been 
^  able to make any progress by the efforts of its members 

alone. Without their devotion, self-sacrifice, zeal and activity, 
the movement would of course be inconceivable. But while they 
bear the greatest part of the burden of work, they cannot as­
sume the whole of it. The rest must be taken off their shoulders

f^e sympathizers, the unaffiliated friends of the movement.
The number of sympathizers a working class party  has and 

the vigor with which they come to its aid— these are the tests of 
the party’s success. The response of sympathizers to the ap­
peals for support which the party must make from time to time, 
indicates the influence the party has radiated and the prestige 
it enjoys.

Answering the most urgent need of the hour, some of the 
best, forces in the American revolutionary movement have joined 
hands to launch the new party. They do not include altogether 

green hands , amateurs, dilletantes, but men and women who 
have given their best years to the working class movement. In  
it, they have gained a vast store of experience and ability which 
is now at our disposal. Not only do they incarnate the best 
and richest traditions of the revolutionary movement in this 
country, but, they bring to the Workers Party the living proof 
of its ability to lead stormy struggles of labor. Minneapolis, 
Toledo, the battles of the unemployed— which directly preceded 
the formation of our party— are symbolic of the work which it 
is going to carry on in coming days.

And what magnificent prospects for work there are ! Reports 
which come to us every day from all parts of the country speak 
eloquently of the inexhaustible possibilities. Our meetings are 
larger than ever before. Our organizers are insufficient in num­
ber to meet the growing demand. Automobiles, steel, rubber, 
mining, transportation— the big and basic industries of the 
country— are sending in urgent appeals for assistance in organ­
izing, in preparing for the great battles with which the year 
1935 will be filled. Our press is leaping forward in circulation 
and ever increasing numbers of workers are proving the favor­
able impression that our party’s views and activities are making 
on them.

How shall we meet this growing demand? How are we to 
profit by the splendid opportunities that confront us? How are 
we to satisfy the requests for more speakers, tours, organizers!, 
literature?

The wheels of the party machinery must be lubricated for 
greater speed and efficiency. Our Party Foundation Fund 
campaign is calculated to do just that.

Every party member is called upon to make the maximum 
sacrifices. They must pay their dues regularly. They must do 
their union work. They must do their work in the organizations 
of the unemployed. They must assure the regularly increasing 
distribution of our press and periodical literature. They must 
organize our meetings. They must arrange special affairs. 
They must contribute special donations from time to time, run­
ning as high as two-days’ wages in the present campaign.

They accept these burdens cheerfully. The revolutionary 
movement is their very life’s blood and they are always ready to 
do their utmost for it. But the need is greater than even their 
efforts suffice to meet. And that is why we must appeal for 
supplementary aid from our sympathizers who, for one reason 
or another, are unable to join our party.

Do we need to labor the point? We don’t think so. Every 
friend of our movement., we feel confident, will respond gener­
ously and speedily to our appeal. The money is urgently re­
quired. Your contribution will help make it possible for the 
party to accomplish all those jobs imperiously facing it. Ami 
the speedy giver— gives doubly.

Booker T . Washington -  H e  
Pleased the Bourgeoisie

By SIMON W ILLIAMSON
Booker T. W ashington, the foun­

der o f Tuskegee Ins titu te , and the 
chief prom oter of in d u s tr ia l educa­
tion  fo r  Negroes, d id  much to  curb 
the m ilitancy  o f the Negro w orker 
in  th is  country by m aking him  con­
tented w ith  ex is ting economic con­
d ition*.

W ashington taught tha t i f  the 
Negro were to. be tte r his condition 
in  America he m ust become an 
efficient workm an through education 
o f his hands as w e ll as his bra in 
in the use o f the c ra fts  and rem ain 
w illin g  a t a l l times to render a 
" fa ir  day’s”  w o rk  fo r a " fa i r  days”  
pay. However, he was a lw ays to 
content h im self w ith  a wage lower 
then th a t received by the w h ite  
workers in  the same c ra ft. H is 
philosophy was somewhat the same 
as th a t o f Samuel (tempers in  the 
Am erican Federation o f Labor. He 
sought to . make b lack labor sub­
servient to  w h ite  labor. He advo­
cated job consciousness in place of 
class consciousness.

Helped Exploiters
The w h ite  bourgeoisie o f the 

South and N o rth  accepted W ash­
ington w ith  open arms and he ra ld­
ed h im  as the champion fo r the 
advancement of his people. They 
saw in  h im  a man capable o f sup­
pressing m ilitanicy and enabling 
them to  continue in  peace th e ir 
schemes o f robbing and exp lo iting  
the Negro and w h ite  masses. 
W ashington was, moreover, cogni­
zant o f th is  fact.

Tuskegee, the school th a t he 
founded, teaches the use o f tech­
n ica l c ra fts  th a t have been replaced 
by new technical devices. I t  is en­
dowed by m illions  of do lla rs com­
ing from  the coffers o f w h ite  m il­
liona ires in  th is  country, who p ro fit 
through the exp lo ita tion  o f Negro 
to ile rs  in  the South.

W ashington represented the cor­
ru p t type o f Negro m iddle class 
leadership tha t tam e to power d u r­
ing the reconstruction period. Un­
lik e  Douglass anfi P inchback he put 
up no figh t fo r  equal c itizenship 
and the r ig h t to suffrage fo r  the 
blacks. H e was apparently happy 
and contented w ith  the grand-fa­
ther-clause laws th a t deprived the

Negro workers of th e ir r ig h t of 
franchise in  the southern states.

in  the m idst o f i t  a ll he to ld  the 
Negro to ile rs  to be contented and 
"cast down the ir buckets”  where 
they were. He encouraged them to 
become property owners and busi­
nessmen despite the h o s tility  o f 
the w h ite  landlords and business 
men o f the south.

Got A dd itio na l G lory
in  speaking once o f social equal­

ity  fo r Negroes, W ashington s a id : 
“ In  th ings in d u s tria l we can be as 
close as one, but in th ings social 
as separate as the fingers on the 
hands.”

T h is  pleased his w h ite  financ ia l 
masters and they covered him  
w ith  add itiona l honor and glory in  
the fo rm  o f more endowments fo r  ] 
h is in s titu tio n . They w e ll knew 
th a t so long as such ideas were 
shoved down the throats o f the 
Negro and w h ite  workers there 
would be l i t t le  danger o f u n ity  and 
th e ir  position as robbers o f the Am ­
erican workers, w ould be secure.

W ashington la te r sought to 
strengthen the position o f the Ne­
gro m iddle class th rough organiz­
ing  the Negro Business League fo r 
the purpose o f discovering new 
means of robbing the Negro to ile rs 
o f whatever the w h ite  bourgeoisie 
fa iled  to take from  them. From  
th is  movement grew the philosophy 
o f the pe tty  Negro bourgeoisie of 
pa tron iz ing , by Negro workers, 
businesses owned by Negroes. They 
knew the glories th a t could be de­
rived fro m  segregation by the in ­
d iv idu a l once they could w in  the 
confidence o f th e ir  group.

He Twisted History
W ashington fa lse ly  in terpreted 

his to ry. He taught, in  the face o f 
the Negro p a rtic ip a tion  in the 
struggles o f the K jnights o f Labor 
in  1869 and in  1890, th a t the Ne­
gro ’s in te rest was "p u re ly  econo­
m ic”  and had noth ing to do w ith  
po litics. He ignored the fa c t tha t 
in  those years Negroes had led a 
determined strugg le fo r  po litica l 
equa lity and the righ ts  o f suffrage.

He modelled Tuskegee a fte r 
Ham pton, the school fro m  w h ich  he 
graduated, and sought to  develop a 
sk illed  and efficient Negro labor 
th a t w ou ld  rem ain loya l to its

THE S TR U G G LE  AGAINST W AR
Pacifism No Aid, But Helps the Militarists - Only through the Class

Struggle Can War be Fought
B y  JO HN WEST 

(Ed. N ote : T h is  is the second 
in  Comrade West’s series o f fou r 
artic les . The rem aining two—  
“ T lie  League Aga inst W ar and 
Fascism”  and “ The United F ron t 
and W ar” — w i l l  fo llow  in  the 
next two issues o f the New M il i ­
tan t.)

Even a b r ie f .study of the nature, 
and causes of modern w ar proves 
tha t war is an essential part of 
capitalism . The inner conflicts of 
capita lism  lead and must lead to 
war. A ll M arxists, and in fact 
many pseudo-M arxists or even lib ­
erals, accept th is  conclusion.

Nevertheless, there have been 
t lie  most serious misconceptions 
in  fo llow ing  out t lie  consequences 
o f th is  conclusion so fa r  as they 
apply to t lie  strugg le against war. 

The most serious m istake made 
in tlie  attem pted struggle against 
war comes from  the wide-spread 
belief tha t th is  struggle is some­
how ‘•independent" of the class 
s trugg le in general, tha t a broad 
tunion of a l l sorts of persons from  
every social class and group can 
lie formed around the issue o f figh t­
ing  war, since—so. the reasonipg 
goes— these persons may be a ll 
equally opposed to w ar whatever 
th e ir  differences on other points. 
W ar is thus lifte d  from  its  social 
base, considered apart, from  its  
causes and conditions, as i f  i t  were 
a m ystic abstraction  instead o f a 
concrete h is to rica l in s titu tion . A c t­
ing on th is  belief, attem pts are 
made to Im ild  up a ll kinds of jie r- 
manent Peace Societies, A nti-jW ar 
Organizations, Leagues Against 
AVar. etc.

TO E N I) W A R  WE 
M I  ST REM OVE CAUSE

T his k ind of a ttitud e  is about as 
effective as it, would be fo r doctors 
to treat the high fever in acute ap­
pend ic itis  by pu tting  the pa tien t in 
n il ice box. The only way actua lly 
to get r id  of the high fever is to 
remove the cause of the fever—tha t 
is, to take out tire diseased appen­
d ix . The same th ing  is true fo r 
w a r: the only way to get rid  of 
w a r is to remove the cause o f war. 

F lit t in g  screens around the ro t­
t in g  supports o f a b u ild in g  w il l  
not improve its  foundations. I t  
w i l l ,  in  fa r t, do ju s t t lie  opposite 
— i t  w i l l  d ive rt people’s a tten­
tion  from  the need fo r new foun­
dations, anti therefore make i t  a ll 
t lie  more lik e ly  tha t t lie  bu ild ing  
w ill collapse.
W ar is not the cause o f the 

troubles o f society. The opposite 
is true. W ar is a symptom and 
result, of the irreconcilable troubles 
and conflicts of the present form  
of society, tha t is to say, of capi­
ta lism . The only wa.v to figh t 
against w ar is to tigh t against, tlie 
causes of war. Since the causes 
of war are part o f t lie  inner na­
ture o f capita lism , it  fo llow s Unit 
the only wa.v to tight, against war is 
to fight, against capita lism . But 
the o n ly  true  ligh t against, ca p ita l­
ism is the revo lu tionary struggle 
fo r workers' power.

I t  therefore fo llows Unit tlie  
only possible strugg le AG AINST 
w a r is the struggle FOR tlie  
workers’ revo lu tion.

.Marxists must be absolutely clear 
on th is  point. There is no ".separ­
ate" or "specia l”  struggle against 
war. The struggle against w ar 
cannot be divorced from  the day- 
to-day struggles of the workers so 
i’f lr  as. in th e ir h is to rica l im p lica ­
tions, these lead tow ard workers’ 
power. No one can uphold cap ita l­
ism— whether d irec tly , as an open 
adherent of the cap ita lis ts, or in ­
d irec tly , from  any shade of libe ra l 
or reform ist position— and fight 
against war, because capita lism  
means war. Only a revo lu tion is t 
can figh t against war, because only 
a revo lu tion is t takes the road to the 
overthrow  of capitalism .

To suppose, therefore, th a t rev- 
o lu tion is ts  can work out a com­
mon program  “ against w a r”  w ith  
no il-revo lu tion is ts  is a disastrous 
illus ion .
A ny organization based upon 

such n program is not m erely pow­
erless to prevent w a r; in  practise 
i t  acts to promote war, both be­
cause i t  serves in  its  own way to 
uphold the system th a t breeds w ar, 
and because i t  d iverts the a tten tion 
o f its  members fro m -th e  rea l figh t 
against war. There is on ly one 
program against w a r : the program 
fo r  revo lu tion— the program  of the 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  of the workers.

S O C IA LIZE D  ECONOMY 
W IL L  END CO NTRAD IC TIO NS

The workers’ revo lu tion can and 
w i l l  e lim inate w a r because, by

overth row ing cap ita lis t economy 
and supplanting capita lism  w ith  a 
socialist economy, i t  w i l l  remove 
the causes of war. Under socialism 
there w i l l  no longer exist the basic 
contrad ictions tha t lead to war. 
The expansion of the means o f p ro­
duction, under the ownership and 
con tro l of society as a whole, w il l 
proceed in accordance w ith  a ra ­
tiona l plan adjusted to the needs 
of the members o£ society. Social­
ism w il l  remove him lim its  on con­
sumption, and hence perm it the 
scientific and contro lled develop­
ment of production. Thus, under 
socialism, w ar w i l l  disappear be­
cause1 th i‘ causes of war w ill have 
been removed.

PEACE FLAN S AND 
P A C IF IS M

Since th is  is the basic nature of 
the struggle against war, the a t t i­
tude o f a M arx is t toward any “ offi­
c ia l"  bourgeois “ peace plans”  is 
self-evident. The W orld Court, the 
Washington Treaty, the Kellogg 
Fact, the League of Nations, w hat­
ever the ir pretensions, are actua lly  
expressions of the irre conc ila b ility  
of the im p eria lis t conflicts.

Far from  being instrum ents of 
peace, they are, in fact, pa rt of the 
preparation fo r im peria lis t war, 
stamping grounds where the great 
powers can jockey fo r the most ad­
vantageous position fo r the s ta rt 
o f open conflict. I f  at times they 
seem to .settle a war s itua tion  
••peacefully", th is is on ly because 
the interest of the dominant powers 
i.s against an immediate outbreak. 
Postponement serves only to assure 
a greater conflagration when the 
tim e comes. They .serve, in point 
of fact, as additiona l means where­
by the great powers can carry  out 
the ir im peria lis t aims.

This is above a ll true of the 
League of Nations, which was 
formed to preserve the Versailles 
Settlement (th a t is, formed as an 
instrum ent of aggression against, 
and subjugation of, the defeated na­
tions i and as a pact of im peria lis t 
u ib tv  against the post-war revo lu­
tionary d rive  of the workers, and 
which is u tilized now to m ainta in  
French hegemony on Continental 
Europe and tlie  world position of 
France and England. How mean­
ingless it is, is well enough il lu s ­
trated by tlie  w ithd raw a l of Ger­
many and .Iiiis in  at the firs t rea l 
issue.

T lie  League w i l l  keep peace as 
long as peace is to the interests 
o f the |M>wers tha t contro l the 
League. I t  is in to  th is  den of 
iknperialist robbers (as Lenin 
called i t )  tha t S talin ism  lias led 
the W orkers’ S tate!

But i f  M arxists must separate 
th e ir position sharp ly from  officia l 
bourgeois peace plans, they must 
d istinguish themselves no less 
(dearly from  a ll forms of pacifism. 
The revolutionary struggle against 
w ar—tire strugg le fo r workers’ 
power— is at an opposite pole from  
pacifism. A M arx is t is against any 
and every w ar undertaken by the 
cap ita lis t state o f course, ju s t as 
the .Marxist is the im placable ene­
my of the cap ita lis t state— the p o li­
t ic a l representative o f the class 
enemy— on every occasion.

B ut i t  it* t lie  business oi the 
M arx is t, upon tlie  outbreak of 
im p eria lis t war, to w ork to tu rn  
tha t w ar in to  a class w ar, a  w ar 
o f t lie  masses under the leader- 
e liip  of t lie  w ork ing  class fo r  t lie  
overth row  o f the cap ita lis t state 
and tlie  establishment of t lie  ru le  
o f t lie  w ork ing  class.

Likewise, i t  is (he business of the 
M arx is t to support ac tive ly  the 
revolts o f colonies against t lie ir  im ­
pe ria lis t oppressors, and the up­
risings of a ll oppressed and ex ­
ploited races and nations, since 
these are directed against the power 
o f the im p e ria lis t states—ju s t as 
he supports s trikes and any other 
m anifestations directed against the 
cap ita lis t class or its  government.

AVar is not an a b s tra c tio n ; wars 
are a social in s titu tion , concrete 
h is to rica l phenomena. The fina l 
aim  of M arxists includes the e lim i­
nation of wars o f a ll kinds. B u t 
they know tha t th is  can be accom­
plished only th rough one pa rticu la r 
k ind  of w ar— the class w ar—since 
only th rough the class w ar can 
capita lism  be overthrow n and the 
causes o f w a r thereby removed. 
Th is requirem ent is due no t to the 
wishes of M arx is ts  but to the ac­
tu a l h is to rica l s ituation.

w h ite  master. To accomplish his 
objective AVashington bowed to a l l 
of the prejudices of the bourbon 
South. Knowledge o f the peculiar 
problems o f th& wage earners has 
never been taught in  e ither Tus- 
kegee o r Hampton. They special­
ize in  the philosophy of the w h ite  
master class.

A lthough the Negro -Business 
League was p ra c tica lly  a fa ilu re  by 
1900 the fa lse philosophy o f Booker 
T . W ashington’s “ education”  s t i l l  
penetrates large sections of the 
Negro masses and m ust be erad i­
cated before la rge sections o f Ne­
gro workers in  the South w i l l  enter 
the ranks o f organized labor In a 
s trugg le to ann ih ila te  capita lism .

PACIFISM  
AIDS WAR

ALirx ists must, therefore, expose 
and seek to prevent a l l k inds and 
form s of pacifism—a ll theories and 
organizations, tha t is, based on a 
mere "a n ti-w a r”  program.

Pacifism is not m erely powerless 
against w ar—since i t  is  not based 
on genuine social organization nor 
a clear analysis o f the causes o f 
war. In  practice i t  aids w a r : by 
spreading illusions about the na­
ture of w a r and the figh t against 
it ; by sh ift in g  the energies of hon­
est opponents o f w a r to a fic titious 
fight, against i t ; by sugar-coating 
the rea litie s  of cap ita lis t society 
and thus m aking them— inc lud ing  
w a r—more pa la tab le ; by subord i­
na ting  the w ork ing  class to m iddle 
class ind iv idua ls  and ideas; by 
preparing the betrayal o f the mass­
es in the next war, when outstand­
ing i* ic it is t leaders w i l l  decide in 
the crisis that, th is  war is d ifferent 
— is fo r democracy, cu ltu re, God, 
o r what not— and ca ll fo r  support 
of t lie  government.

No, the pacifis t way is not the 
way to figh t war. In  the struggle 
against war, p roperly understood, 
every m ilita n t demonstration, every 
broad mass labor defense fight, ev­
ery w e ll-led strike, every step in 
the workers’ advance to  power, is 
w o rth  a thousand Peace Leagues.

M A R C H  OF E V E N T S
B y JA C K  W EBER

A year o f S truggle in  France
February 6 w i l l  m ark  exactly one 

year since the p o lit ic a l cris is  th a t 
changed pro foundly the course of 
the class s trugg le in  France. On 
th a t date, u tiliz in g  as a pre text the 
S tavisky scandal tha t had s tirred  
the masses to  the depths, the forces 
o f reaction accomplished by a coup 
el’etat the overthrow  of the " ra d i­
ca l" socia list government of Dala- 
d ier and its  replacement by force 
by tlie  Doumergue government. 
The r io tin g  o f the reactionaries on 
February 6 was answered by the 
tremendous demonstrations of the 
w ork ing class in  the week fo llo w ­
ing.

B u t the Doumergue government, 
aided by the cap itu la tion  of the 
petty bourgeois parties, remained 
in  power and proceeded to establish 
a d ic ta to ria l, an ti-pa rliam enta rian  
regime. Doumergue, a ttem pting to 
prepare the way fo r  fascism more 
rap id ly  than class forces would 
perm it, was in  tu rn  voted out of 
power by the attenuated parliam en­
ta ry  regime s t i l l  existing, and his 
prototype F la tid in  took office as 
prem ier. F landin carries ou t tlie  
fun c tion  of opening the road to 
fascism.

* # >Jc
The U nited F ron t

The course of events, the im m i­
nent menace of fascism, aroused 
among the masses a strong senti­
ment fo r  m ilitan t, action. The les­
sons of Germany and A us tria  were 
too near at hand fo r the workers

Long W aits , Small Benefits 
Feature of Insurance Bills

By HUGO OEHLER
The post-war period has w it ­

nessed the rise of a permanent 
a rm y o f m illions of unemployed 
workers in  the leading cap ita lis t 
nations. One a fte r the other, these 
countries have been forced to adopt 
some fo rm  o f unemployed and so­
c ia l insurance. The las t to even 
consider, le t alone adopt an unem­
ployed insurance plan, is the United 
States. A lthough unemployment fo r 
the last fou r years has fluctuated 
around 16 m illio n , the States and 
the Federal Government and the 
bosses have tried  to keep .unem­
ployed re lie f on the basis o f charity . 
They have attempted to ignore it, 
as a social problem.

B u t the prolonged crisis, the f a i l ­
ure of a ll re lie f measures, the fa i l ­
ure to s tim ula te  indus try  through 
government, subsidy and the in ­
creased mass presure of the w o rk ­
ing class has a t last, forced the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  government, to 
consider the question of unemploy­
ment insurance. They hope to give 
as few crumbs as possible, accom­
panied w ith  a press campaign that, 
creates tlie  impression tha t Social 
Security is at, hand.

i f  concessions must, be given— 
then give a fake unemployment in ­
surance plan. T ha t seems to lie 
the slogan. The bosses hope, there­
by, to hold off more impotant. con­
cessions, such as the s ix -hou r day 
and the five-day week w ith  no re­
duction in pay.

They C all I t  Insurance

The various plans of the bosses 
and th e ir  government revolve around 
Dills which, when passed mean 
nothing to the workers. These b ills  
have long w a itin g  periods, short 
periods in  w h ich  the re lie f is given, 
sm all and inadequate amounts of 
benefits w ith  d isc rim ina ting  Claus­
es, to tie adm inistered by the boss­
es, w ith  many o f the w ork ing  class 
excluded, and funds to be obtained 
through a ta x  on the w orkers or 
the employers and the employees. 
Relief in  name, bu t no t in  fa c t !

A  few  of the many plans are the 
AVisconsin Act, the B i l l  proposed 
by the N. Y. State Federation of 
Labor, the AVilliam Green Plan, the 
W agner-Lewis B il l ,  the Roosevelt 
Plan and the Lundeen B ill.

W ith  the exception o f the L u n ­
deen B il l,  the p lans a re  attem pts 
to side tra ck  rea l unemployment in ­
surance. The W isconsin and W ag­
ner-Lew is P lan and the W illia m  
Green P lan endeavor to  obta in  the 
funds from  the employers, b u t these 
b ills  have so many clauses th a t 
n u ll i fy  the bette r sections th a t they 
are inadequate to  say the least. A ll 
three b ills  exclude many classes 
of workers. The W isconsin p lan is 
fo r  in d u s tr ia l w orkers only. A l l  
three plans have long periods of
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w a iting , clauses tha t can be used 
by the bosses to d iscrim inate  
against the workers, short periods 
of unemployed benefits, benefits 
tha t don’t  equal the present re lie f 
rates in some of the leading cities, 
etc. Even less can he .said fo r the 
N. Y. State Federation of Labor 
Plan.

Roosevelt’s “ P lan ’’
The Roosevelt plan, presented in 

speeches by the President, in live 
first, iieriod of th is  session o f Con­
gress, calls fo r inadequate re lie f to 
be paid by the tax on employers 
and employees, w ith  state righ ts  
to decide i f  the employees pay tlie 
fu l l  amount, w ith  long periods ol' 
w a iting , sho rt periods of laments 
m id the other fake ideas embodied 
in a ll o f these plans in one form  or 
the other.

Not Central Issue
T lie  workers unemployment, in ­

surance h ill presented liy Lundeen, 
now listed as H R  2827 has been 
used by the C. P. Unemployment 
Councils as the centra l and p ra c ti­
c a lly  sole demand. And therein 
the Councils have made a great 
mistake.

To direct the energies of the 
musses in to  a B il l,  however good, 
is to give up the real ba ttle fie ld  of 
the unemployed— which must cen­
ter around immediate re lie f, and 
the reduction o f hours.

The unemployment, insurance ac­
t iv ity  m ust lie an a u x ilia ry  and not 
the centra l ra lly in g  slogan. it 
must, not be a slogan of a B il l,  but 
on tlie  other hand, it. cannot he 
mere abstract propaganda for un­
employment insurance. Abstract 
unemployment insurance propagan­
da a t th is  stage plays in to the 
hands o f the cap ita lis ts  and the ir 
government in pu tting  across the ir 
fake plans.

A  definite plan o f the workers 
like  the W orkers B il l  must be coun- 
terposed to the bosses but th is  can­
not be the cen tra l a c tiv ity  o f the 
w o rk ing  class in the unemployed 
field.

W orkers seCurity cannot be ob­
tained under cap ita lism . However, 
we m ust counterpose a workers 
plan to  the Social S ecurity plan 
fo r  the bosses. Th is revolves 
around the five po in t program  o f : 
Im m ediate re lie f, social insurance, 
w o rk  re lie f, the th ir ty -h o u r week, 
and long term  cred its to  the Soviet 
Union, w ith  special emphasis on 
im m ediate re lie f struggles and the 
th ir ty -h o u r  week in  industry  and 
on w ork re lie f jobs.

to perm it a reactionary v ic tory 
w ith o u t strong resistance. By the 
pressure of the masses the tw o ma­
jo r  w ork ing class parties— the So­
c ia lis t and the Communist— were 
compelled to enter in to  a united 
fro n t to combat fascism. The Com­
m unist League o f France (T ro tsky ­
ists) threw  its  forces in to  the 
French Socialist th ir ty  in order to 
exert, its influence in the united 
fro n t to counteract the opportunist 
policies of tlie  bureaucracies of the 
two parties by proposing and fig h t­
ing fo r revo lu tionary policies lead­
ing towards the defeat of fascism 
and tlie  tak ing o f power by the 
w ork ing class.

* ’!<
A lliance w ith  the Bourgeoisie

The policies pursued by the lead­
ers of the two parties in the united 
fron t have tended not to lead the 
masses in m ilita n t struggle, but on 
the contrary to lu ll them in to  inac­
tion. Both bureaucracies, s ta rting  
w ith  a non-aggression pact not to 
c ritic ize  each other at a ll, are un­
w illin g  to aim at establishing w ork­
ers' power— the only method of de­
feating fascism. Instead, tlie  two 
leaderships prefer to uphold bour­
geois democracy, t lie  one because 
of its  en tire  nature h is to rica lly , the 
o ilie r due to the needs of .Soviet 
diplomacy to m ainta in  the French 
m ilita ry  alliance.

Recently the Communists took 
the in it ia t iv e  in adding to the u n it­
ed fro n t the Radicals and the Rad­
ica l-Socia lists, both parties of the 
petty bourgeoisie. The Socialist 
Party, tak ing  its  cue from  the C.P., 
lias accepted th is s itua tion  w ithou t 
much opposition. Th is is the su r­
est way to give the v ic tory to the re­
actionary forces and to bring  about 
the bloody defeat of the p ro le ta ria t. 
Under the guise o f the common in ­
terests of tlie  youth, the Young 
Communists o f one Paris D is tr ic t 
have actua lly  held meetings in  com­
mon w it l i the fascists organized in 
the P a trio tic  Youth.

fjt
The Anniversary

The French masses are w a iting  
expectantly fo r February 6. I t  is 
possible that the fascist, C ro ix (le 
Fen and Francistes and other o r­
ganizations may attem pt, as they 
have threatened, to demonstrate 
t lie ir  power anew on th is  date. Th is 
would undoubtedly b r in g  a fresh 
current of struggle and resistance 
in to  (he ranks of the p ro le ta ria t. 
Unless tlie  workers are aroused 
from  the apathy in to  which they 
seem, on the surface, to have sunk 
in recent months, fascism may 
march forw ard  at faster pace. The 
recent rio ts at Chartres give the 
first signs of renewed street bat­
tles which w il l  take on a w ider 
mass elm meter in the days to come.

ORDER W. P. PAMPHLETS NOW.

Sugar W orkers S trike  in  Porto Rico

A dram atic  s trike  movement 
grips tlie  island of Puerto Rico, 
where tin ' colon ia l slaves of W a ll 
Street have again rebelled. The 
sugar p lan ta tion workers were the 
firs t to strike. One by one the ma­
jo r ity  of the sugar renters of the 
island have been paralyzed. Steve­
dores and truck drivers have struck 
in so lida rity  w ith  the p lanta tion 
workers. The movement is marked 
by great m ilita n c y : canefields are 
being bu rned ; clashes between 
workers and scabs are hourly  oc­
currences; many arrests have been 
made. On Jan. 19 s ix  boats oper­
ated by scabs were Scuttled. F ind ­
ing the forces o f cap ita l and the 
colonial adm in istra ion pitted against 
them, the s trike rs  resorted to sabo­
tage as a weapon of struggle.

The great number of .strikes tha t 
have swept the Oarribeau area 
since the outbreak of the Cuban 
revo lu tion 18 months ago, in d ica t­
es the increasing n u lica liza tiou  and 
organization of these to ilers in 
W all S treet’s colonial domain : : : :  
W a ll Street's colonial domain. The 
United F ru it Company’s banana 
workers in  Costa Rica and Colom­
bia has been active and at the 
present moment, w h ich is the per­
iod o f the .sugar harvest, the sugar 
workers of Cuba, Mexico and Ver­
acruz are s tr ik in g  hard blows 
against th e ir  exploiters. The ma­
jo r  weakness of the movements is 
the lack o f coordination between 
labor in these countries.

Greater u n ity  o f action between 
the workers of the various coun­
tries is essential fo r v ictory.
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this fight!
A bject poverty, u tte r slavery, w i l l  be the lo t o f a l l 

unless the Roosevelt program  is k i l le d ! THE P A R TY  
A T  W O R K

Across Country 
with Cannon, 'A J '

(Continued from Page 1) 
force. I t  looks lik e  the next big 
achievement fo r  M inneapolis.

A  regu la r and a special meeting 
of the p a rty  branch, a pa rty  mass 
meeting w e ll attended in  spite o f 
80 below zero weather, a rousing 
banquet a t which sympathizers 
contribu ted a substantia l sum to 
the P a rty  Foundation Fund, a 
m eeting o f several hundred students 
and fa c u lty  members o f the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f M innesota, a forum  in 
St. Pau l and another in  M inneapo­
lis , a meeting of the Northwest 
U n ity  Conference, the organization 
o f m ilita n t un ion ists in  these parts 
— these items contribu ted a p a rt of 
the speaking schedule he re ! But 
as suggested above, the weather 
was cold and bracing, so we have 
survived.

In  fac t— we had better make i t  
pub lic  les t the comrades conclude 
th a t Comrade Cannon and I  have 
gone p lu tocra tic  o r th a t the pa rty  
has come in to  a fortune-—we look 
like  new men. Some of the trade 
unionists here clubbed together and 
fitted  the tw o  o f us out, w ith  brand 
new suits, union label and a l l !

A t the Branch E.C. meeting Sun­
day m orn ing twelve new members 
were enrolled. It is expected tha t 
a pa rty  office w ill be opened soon.

O ur stay here ended as m ight 
have been expected in th is  region 
where one s tr ik e  fo llow s on the 
heels o f another. E ig h t o r ten of 
th  comrades were in my room a t 
m idn igh t fo r  a las t chat. The tele­
phone rang. M iles Dunnte was

wanted. Fargo, N. D. was ca lling. 
M iles has organized the drivers 
there. They are on -s trike  fo r union 
recognition. TWe ca ll was from  a 
newspaper man in Fargo and con 
veyed the news that, a few  hours 
before the police force, w h ich  has 
sworn in  300 splecial deputies in  th a t 
town o f about 25,000 inhabitan ts, 
had appeared) a t un ion headquar 
ter.s w ith  w arran ts  fo r M iles Dunne 
and two local leaders. The union 
men refused to open the doors and 
give up th e ir leaders. So the police 
shot tear gas bombs th rough  the 
windows, rounded up 94 s trike rs  
and threw  them in to  ja i l .  They did  
not a rrest any o f the women and 
children o f whom a considerable 
number were in  the ha ll. The w a r­
rants against M iles Dunne and the 
other leaders charge r io tin g  and in ­
c iting  to r io t. Thus our gathering 
was transform ed in to  a  council of 
war. S trike  and defense plans were 
mapped out.

The W orkers P arty , Local 574 
and the other unions in  Minneapo­
lis, the organized farm ers around 
Fargo, w i l l  get those d rive rs  out 
of ja i l  and ca ll the b lu ff o f  the 
Fargo reactionaries who th in k  th a t 
te rro rism  can stop the m il ita n t  la ­
bor movement o f the northwest. 
The Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
may lie called upon to help.

A BEQUEST, AND A MATTER  
OF BUSINESS

W ill a l l  subscribers and lite ra ­
tu re  agents please note tha t a new 
Business M anager fo r  the New 
M ilitan t, H aw thorne W inner, has 
been appointed by the P o litica l 
Committee, and that from  th is  is ­
sue on a ll business m atters con­
cern ing the paper should he taken 
up d ire c tly  w ith  him.

I  hereby bequeathe to him all 
complaints, mistaken addresses, re­
newal pleas, lost postage stamps, 
a depleted cash box, the coming 
subscription campaign, a stubby 
red pencil, a ledger fu ll of bundle 
bills (local agents please note!) 
AS W ELL AS a new addressing 
outfit, new headquarters, a growing 
circulation, and a file of corres­
pondence from comrades a ll over 
the country which continually 
brings fresh inspiration to those 
who sit behind the desks in New 
York wrapping papers and filing 
cards.

Comrade Winner deserves yon r 
fullest cooperation in the task of 
building the party press. Such co­
operation and renewed enthusiasm 
for the big job ahead is urged from 
a ll former supporters of Labor Ac­
tion and the old M ilitant. Mean­
while I  shall be out sending in subs 
towards that 10,000 circulation! 
Everybody on the job!

Fraternally,
CARA COOK, |

C P Jeopardizes 
Liberty of 18

(Continued from Page 1)
honestly I his conference can suc­
ceed only in  accomplishing a fu r ­
ther sp lit. T h is  separate conference 
is to be held Feb. 10.

A lready several A. F. of L. p ro­
gressives who were ready to re­
spond to an honest ca ll have in d i­
cated that they w ill attend no con­
ference ini eh. 10. The general dis­
gust which w ill result from  the 
S ta lin is ts ' behavior w ill undoubt­
edly weaken I he whole defense 
movement. The N.P.L.D., however, 
s ca rry ing  on, and w ill bu ild  a 

united fron t of a ll honest m ilita n t 
elements.

Thus fa r  the N .P.L.D . has suc­
ceeded in tak ing  two l.L .D . prison­
ers out o f ja il,  in bring ing in to  the 
case A lbert Coldman whose legal 
capacity and excellent courtroom  
judgm ent is proving invaluable in 
th is  difficult, case, in popularizing 
the ease as a whole, and in fo rc ing  
the l.L .D . in to  the open on its  var­
ious sabotaging and d is rup tive  po l­
icies. i f  o lhe r organizations con tin ­
ue la  back up th is  tight, the de­
fendants may yet see a mass move­
ment behind them and not he le ft 
to the tender mercies o f the ir cap­
ita lis t enemies o r th e ir S ta lin is t 
“ friends” .

A! th is  moment t lie  N.P.L.D. is 
badly in need o f funds to pay the 
expenses of A tto rney Goldman and 
other h ills  incurred in the Sacra­
mento w ork. Answer the d isrup tion  
o f t lA  S ta lin is ts  w ith  a con tribu ­
tion  to t lie  N .P .L.D .’s Sacramento 
defense (funds. Despite and against 
S talin ism , th row  yo u r w e igh t be­
h ind an honest, figh ting  defense 
movement.

F D Order Bodes 
New Legislation

(Continued from Page 1)
tra p ! W itness the W eirton strike, 
the Budd strike, the H arrim an 
strike , et al.

T he ir best was ha rd ly  good 
enough, however, to cope w ith  the 
recu rring  and persistent upsurge of 
m ilita n t labor. No m atter how hard 
the boards sat on the lid , the plea­
sure blew i t  off. Thus the San F ra n ­
cisco, M inneapolis, M ilwaukee, and 
Toledo strikes, the captive m ine and 
the na tiona l te x tile  walkouts. B u t 
in  the performance o f strike-b reak­
ing, th e ir  chitef function, the boards 
were d ilig e n t and conscientious.

U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r  th e ir  continued 
existence, the tw o  m ajor boards—  
firs t the N a tiona l Labor Board, then 
the N a tiona l Labor Relations Board 

took Section 7a a t face-value. 
They no t on ly sought to suppress 
strikes, they also issued decisions, 
w h ich i f  pu t in to  effect, would have 
compelled employers to recognize 
and deal w ith  trade unions. B u t 
the employers sim ply ignored thtem 
and the government made not the 
s lightest moves tow ard enforce- 
mtent.

B y com m itting  themselves to th is  
po in t o f view  on Section 7a, the la ­
bor boards sealed th e ir own doom. 
They would have to be scrapped, so 
the A dm in is tra tion  became con­
vinced. F o r the tim e being, i t  would 
now appear, the s trike  wave has 
exhausted its e lf (a lthough forces 
are s t i l l  a t  w o rk  in  iron  and steel, 
autom obile m anufacturing  and cot­
ton te x tile  w h ich  may soon lead to 
new b low ups). In  the be lie f th a t 
the s tr ike  movement w i l l  continue 
on the decline, the A dm in is tra tion  
is preparing to get r id  o f the 
boards, a useless lu xu ry , w h ich at 
the same tim e, spoil the works. 
T lie  President’s Jennings ru lin g  is 
the f irs t  step in  th a t d irection.
NEW STRIKE-BREAKING  
LEGISLATION

Suppose, however, th a t the drive  
fo r  labor self-organization breaks 
through the s tra it ja c k e t o f the Na­
tiona l R un Around. W hat then? 
The most lik e ly  move is th a t an 
e ffo rt w i l l  be made to  replace Sec­
tio n  7a by new leg is la tion  c a llin g  
fo r  the compulsory a rb itra tio n  of 
strikes. The mask o f vo lun ta ry  
partnersh ip  between labor, man­
agement and government w ill be 
dropped, the b ru ta l t ru th  o f cap i­
ta lis t coercion w i l l  revteal itse lf 
fu ll-fa ce . The labo r boards w ill be 
divorced from  th e ir  powers (on pa­
pe r) o f te llin g  an ti-un ion  employ­
ers how to behavte, and w i l l  be re­
s tric ted  in  func tion  to  one task 
a lone : suppressing d irec t w o rk ing  
class action. The necessary laws 
are a lready being form ulated by 
draftsm en offic ia l and unofficial. 
They w i l l  be launched as soon as 
expedient, under the smoke-screen, 
no doubt, o f amending and perpe­
tu a tin g  Section 7a.

THE TOLEDO BRANCH
The Toledo branch is  ca rry ing  

ou t a program  o f action o f its  own.
T h is  program  was no t fo rm u la t­

ed in  exact term s on paper, bu t in  
rea l l i fe  every action undertaken 
b rings the branch fo rw a rd  ever 
more as a d is tin c tly  leading p o li­
t ic a l force in  the class struggle. 
In  m any respects i t  constitutes a 
model o f an active p a rty  branch.

In  a il im portan t labor events our 
comrades are in  the fo re fron t, not 
merely ir i th e ir in d iv id u a l capaci­
ties but in  the sense of a u n it  ta k ­
ing  its  post collectvely. And the 
im portan t th ing  is th a t results are 
cbi ained.

Take, fo r  example, the recent re ­
lie f  actions of the Wood County 
W orkers and Farmers.

Strenuous efforts were made by 
the au thorities  to  isolate ou r com­
rades who were in the leadership, 
and to single them ou t fo r  special 
punishment. They did no t succeed, 
because our comrades had made 
themselves a completely in teg ra l 
pa rt o f the movement and the de-- 
term ined re p ly : “ i f  one goes to 
ja i l ,  we a l l go to ja i l , ”  won the 
day. Not on ly did the attem pts to 
single out. fo r special punishment 
fa ll, bu t the dem onstration settled 
some of the grievances th a t were 
pending.

A lte r  the dem onstration the 
branch members took an inventory. 
How was the t r ia l  conducted by 
the defendants? Had they been 
suffic iently effective in  th e ir  tes ti­
mony? Was the dem onstration 
sufficiently w e ll organized to bring  
out the collective w il l  o f the pa r­
tic ipan ts  and the fu l l  force o f th e ir 
un ity  of action? These subjects 
were analyzed. I jcssohs were draw n 
th a t w i l l  serve fo r action in  the 
future.

The Toledo branch is prom pt in  
reporting every event, the trade 
union progress in the c ity , the 
strikes anil tlie  position taken by 
the branch. W ith  these comrades, 
the la tte r is  not m erely a theore ti­
cal question. W hat the Toledo 
branch says and does has im por­
tan t bearing on the course o f the 
general movement there. Branch 
members continue to be the leading 
m ilitan ts  in p ra c tica lly  a l l union 
actions.

The A u to -L ite  union is ga in ing 
strength and has adopted a d is tin c t­
ly  progressive course. Long ago 
the reactionaries, Ramsey and Bos­
sier, were elim inated from  office. 
Toledo is now the best organized 
autom obile center and our comrades 
have played no sm all p a rt in  th is  
achievement. The strugg le w ith , the 
A u to -L ite  Company is not yet set­
tled. B u t when the Meyers Regu­
la to r Company refused the other 
day to recognize the union com m it­
tee or to have any dealings w ith  
it ,  the union was made ready fo r 
s tr ik e  ins tan tly . i t  became prac­
tic a lly  100 complete strike . The 
company begged fo r  negotiations 
and accepted a settlement satisfac­
to ry  to the workers. The union 
showed i t  could act. The Toledo 
branch pu t its  forces o ffic ia lly , pub­
lic ly  and active ly  behind the strike. 
The Unemployed League did  the 
same.

To understand w hat th is  means, 
i t  is  necessary on ly to  re fe r back 
to  the A u to -L ite  s tr ike  o f las t sum­
mer.

The Toledo branch can deal in 
th is  way w ith  the unions, act. offi­
c ia lly  in  its  own name and make 
its  actions fe lt  because i t  has es­
tablished a record by deeds.

I t  enjoys prestige in  the general 
movement because the workers 
know th a t when i t  promises support 
in  a s trugg le i f  also carries it  out 
w ith  te llin g  effect. Our comrades 
have proven themselves to the un­
ions as a po litica l force, capable of 
cha rting  a correct course and w in ­
ning victories.

A B o ld  P o licy  f o r  
Progressives in Steel

Retreat Before Tighe W ould  be Fatal - Militants Must 
Organize Their Forces to Unionize Industry

R E V IE W IN G  
TH E N E W S

By B IL L  SHERMAN

H E  c a ll fo r  a conference, is ­
sued by the progressive dis­

t r ic t  leaders o f the steel workers’ 
union, to  be he ld in  P ittsbu rgh 
Feb. 3, is  an act o f significance. 
Much depends upon w h a t th is  con­
ference decides to do. No doubt 
i t  represents a cu lm ina tion  o f re 
sentment produced by a whole ser­
ies of grievances th a t found no sat­
is fac to ry  solution, ne ither through 
the appeals made to  the N a tiona l 
Steel Labor R e lations Board nor 
from  any action o f the offic ia l un­
ion leadership o f M ike T ighe and 
Co. The necessity fo r  th is  confer­
ence there fore grows out o f the 
s itua tion  under w h ich  the steel 
workers liv e  and work.

The rank and file  steel workers 
demand action. They w ant a union 
th a t can serve as an effective wea­
pon of ba ttle  against the pow erfu l 
and rapacious steel trus t. A  serious 
responsib ility  rests on the progres­
sives who have taken the leadership 
in organizing th is  conference.

T h is  leadership has acquired 
many excellent a ttribu tes, but i t  
suffers from  weaknesses and sho rt­
comings. Now i t  is  called upon to 
propose a solution o f the grievances 
o f the rank and file  and to blaze 
the t r a i l  fo r  a union that, can speak 
in the terms of power— the only 
term s understood and recognized by 
the  steel barons.

We feel th a t th is  progressive 
leadership w i l l  welcome suggestions 
m erited by the experiences o f the 
class struggle. Therefore, we ven­
ture these suggestions.

Organize Progressive Forces
Up to  th is  m oment the progres 

sive forces have fought fo r  Ih e ir 
ideas and conducted th e ir  ac tiv ities  
en tire ly  th rough  the o ffic ia lly  reco 
gnized union machinery, proceeding 
in the m ain from  th e ir entrenched 
positions in  the d is tric ts . T h is  has 
served as a source o f s trength and 
enabled them to en lis t widespread 
support from  the union membership. 
Rut i t  has also led to certa in  weak­
nesses, ow ing to the fa c t th a t they 
lack cohesion, the discip line and 
above a ll the organization o f a Sep- 
arate and d is tin c t course.

M ike Tighe and his reactionary 
adm in is tra tion  is in  con tro l o f the 
cen tra l union apparatus. He has 
turned thumbs down on the confer­
ence. He w i l l  ce rta in ly  a ttem pt to 
s trike  a deadly b low  a t the p ro ­
gressives. W ould i t  not be reason­
able to assume th a t in  a choice be­
tween th is  adm in is tra tion  and thte 
progressives the whole of the A. F. 
o f L. officialdom, when called upon, 
w i l l  support T ighe against the la t­
te r, and re inforce the  w e igh t o f the 
blow? C erta in ly , th a t can be ex­
pected, and i t  can be met effectively 
on ly  through the power o f organ­
ization.

W e suggest, therefore, th a t the 
very  f irs t  du ty  th a t the progressives 
owe to  the union and to  the stetel. 
workers is to  organize themselves 
as a separate and d is tin c t force 
w ith in  the union and each membter 
o f th is  movement acqppt the d isci­
p line imposed by m a jo rity  decisions.

T h is  organ ization should extend 
tb rughout the loca l lodges w ith  a 
progressive group organized in  ev­
ery lodge. N a tu ra lly  th is  would 
requ ire  th a t the progressive move­
ment establish a medium o f pub lic­
ity  and propaganda, t o w in  the un­
ion and bu ild  i t  up to  embrace a ll 
workers in every steel m ill in  the 
country.

A Bold Policy
To bu ild  the union as a figh ting  

weapon it, is necessary to have a 
bold po licy and ca rry  i t  out coura­
geously. Bean-shooters are o f no 
ava il. No reliance can be placed 
on the N ational Steel Labor Rela­
tions Board. Clarence Irw in , pres-
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ident of D is tr ic t  No. 6 o f the A m ­
algam ated Association, pointed th is  
ou t in  a  recent issue of the Pro­
gressive Stetel W orker. H e  said 
th a t any program  fo r  organizing 
the  steel workers w h ich  is less than 
an in du s try -w ide  movement is 
worse than  fu tile .

A n  aggressive na tiona l campaign 
o f organ ization is long overdue. 
The favorab le  moment may disap­
pear. The A. F. o f L . should be 
called upon to make good its  p ro­
mise and support a campaign of 
organization financia lly . B u t to 
leave the d irection  o f th is  campaign 
to  Green and h is lieutenants would 
be no better than to  leave i t  to 
G randm other Tighe.

F ina nc ia l support from  the A. F. 
of L. should be conditioned upon 
the d is tr ic ts  o f the Amalgamated 
Association selecting its  own organ­
izers, the ac tiv ities  o f organizers to 
be supervised by the d is tric ts . The 
T ighe m in is tra tion  has proven 
its e lf  unfit, fo r this. Needless to 
say, adjustm ents should be made in 
in it ia t io n  fees, etc., to  make it, pos­
sible fo r a ll workers to jo in  the 
union.

A National Strike
A campaign of organization in­

ev itab ly  livings fo rw a rd  the ques­
tion  o f a nation-w ide s tr ik e  to w in  
union recognition. Piece meal ef­
fo rts  w i l l  not do. But, a na tion ­
w ide s trk ie  in  t lie  steel industry  is 
a g iga n tic  task. I t  cannot be posed 
ligh t-m inded ly  o r faced w ith ou t th i  
most, serious preparation and lead­
ership. N o r w i l l  i t  do to back down 
in  the manner th a t happened las. 
summer. A no ther such back-down 
would stop the  union progress and 
grow th fo r  a long tim e to come.

Leadership in  organization and 
preparation fo r  a na tion -w idb  strike 
can come only from  the progres­
sives. It, requires ins tan t a tten tion. 
The steel tru s t w i l l  not g ra n t union 
recognition w illin g ly  and i t  w i l l  not 
be granted by mere appeals based 
upon thte NR A. O rganization and 
preparation lo r  a s tr ik e  m ust be 
appronct l  in  terms of power— the 
power the workers have when they 
are united to w ie ld  it .

P ow erfu l A llie s
O rgan iza tion o f the steel indus­

try  is a key question fo r  the wnole 
Am erican trade un ion movement. 
The steel workers have powerfu l, 
po tentia l a llies. A  serious struggle 
in  steel would have w idespread re­
percussions in  many unions and 
w ou ld  secure un to ld  support.

The coal m iners union is d irectly  
affected by the present opten-shop 
move th a t the steel tru s t is  a t­
tem pting to  enforce in  the captive 
mines. The progressive steel w o rk ­
ers should pursue a po licy looking 
tow ard  the  establishment of a firm  
a lliance w ith  the coal m iners. In  
our op in ion an appeal should go out 
from  the headquarters o f the Am- 
algam ted Association ca llin g  upon 
the coa l m iners’ union to make 
common cause w ith  the steel w o rk ­
ers in  a na tion-w ide s tr ike  fo r  rec­
ognation o f the steel union and fo r 
the g ra n tin g  o f its  dtemands, toge­
the r w ith  recognition o f the m iners’ 
un ion in  the cap tive  mines.

T h is  appeal should also go out 
from  the d is tr ic ts  o f the A .A . to 
the d is tr ic ts  o f the m iners union 
and i t  should bte fo llow ed up by an 
intense ag ita tio n  among the rank 
and f ile  coal m iners. F rom  the 
m iners an effective response is cer­
ta in  when they are propterly ap­
proached.

Unemployed A llies  
Am ong the po tentia l a llies o f the 

steel workers, count also the unem­
ployed organizations. The jobless 
workers rea lize th a t they m ust 
make common cause w ith  the  un­
ions in  th e ir  struggles. Look at 
the effective manner the unemployed 
workers have helped on the picket 
line  in  recent strikes A oa ll from  
the A. A . to  the unemployed organ­
iza tions in  the steel te rr ito rie s  to 
he lp prevent, scabbing, and lo as­
s is t on the p icke t lines, would p ro­
duce results. We have no doubt 
th a t the unemployed organizations 
themselves w ou ld  lose no tim e, as 
soon as prspects o f a s tr ik e  ap­
peared, in  preparing th e ir  own 
members to lend a ll passible coop­
eration.

Retreat la Fatal
Above a ll, howtever, i t  is neces­

sa ry  to  recognize now, in  the prob­
lems that, the steel workers ' union 
now faces, th a t any re trea t would 
be fa ta l. No fu r th e r  vacilla tions 
should be tolerated.

I t  is  tim e  to  have done w ith  the 
treacherous, bureaucra tic  schemes 
o f the T ighe adm in is tra tion . I t  is 
necessary to recognize th a t none 'o f 
the demands of the steel workers, 
and th a t the  actua l b u ild in g  o f the 
union, cannot be accomplished 
w ith o u t d irect, persistent struggle 
against the T ighe adm in is tra tion  as 
w e ll as against the steel tru s t.

The T ighe adm in is tra tion  has 
th row n  down the ga un tle t to the 
progressives. I t  is  up  to  thtem to 
p ick  i t  up  and to  make i t  a figh t 
to  the  fin ish, to  clean th is  whole 
adm in is tra tion  ou t o f office. T h is  
is  an absolute prerequisite o f  a 
pow erfu l stetel workers’ union.

T IT L E  CONTEST 
A number of readers have en­

tered the contest for a new title  
for this column. The contest 
ends Feb. 15. We print below a 
few of the titles received, and 
then turn the column over to B ill 
Reich of Allentown, w ith the sug­
gestion that If  he continues con­
tributions of this standard, the 
column shall have not only a new 
title  but an additional conductor.

*  *  *

Suggested Titles
F irs t  a le tte r from  M .B .: “ Com­

rade Sherm an: As to you r headless 
co lum n: M opping Up, M opping Up 
on the News, I f  You A sk Me, So 
They Say. Or, in  the European 
revo lu tionary - l ite ra ry  t ra d it io n : 
Banging’ on the Teapot. Or, Coffee- 
C lutch. Or, W hat the H e ll. Yours, 
M .B .”

O ther t it le s  received: Punch 
Lines, B u ll’s Eye, P la inspeakin’ , In  
the L ig h t, Have You Heard? W hat 
Next?, Clouds and R eality , D is in ­
fecting the News, Debunking the 
News, Seven Days, Exposures, and 
many others. Please rush your 
suggestions.

*  *  *

NATIONAL JIG  SAW 
B ill Reich Broadcasting

D r. N. A. S tauffer of the U n i­
versity of W isconsin in a recent in ­
vestigation found th a t 15 percent 
more bailies a re  born to fam ilies  on 
re lie f than lo  those not on re lie f. 
. . .  In  the U.S. the annual b i l l  fo r  
contraceptives exceeds $25,000,000. 
. . . The Cotton G arm ent Code sets 
a m in im um  wage o f $13 per week. 
-. . . The Pennsylvania Bureau of 
Women am i C h ild ren finds the av­
erage wage In th a t Industry  to  be 
$10.25 jie r week w ith  15 percent of 
the workers rece iv ing less than $5 
per week. . . . Code adm in is tra to rs  
in New Jersey receive as h igh as 
$12,000 annua lly  . . . The Pecan 
Shelling Code, w h ich  affects 15,000 
workers, sets a m in im um  of $6 fo r 
a 40 hour week. . . F o rty  s ix  men 
had incomes in  excess o f $1,000,000 
in 1933. . .

S ix ty  bishops sign a pe tition  op­
posing the payment o f the soldiers’ 
bonus. . . . C rippled soldier ja ile d  
fo r  ye lling  “ Give us the bonus”  as 
President Roosevelt’s h e a v i l y  
guarded ca r sped by. . . . Medieval 
w h ipp ing post insta lled  in  W ilm ­
ington, Delaware. . . . No prison 
w a lls  are needed fo r  12,000 prison­
ers a t M agnitogorsk, Soviet steel 
town. . . .

H enry Ford says: “Those home­
less boys, those boys riding around 
in box cars. Why its the best edu­
cation in the world for those boys, 
that traveling around. They get 
more experience in a few months 
than they would in years in school.’’
. . . Young boy w ith  to rn  rectum 
taken to  hospita l from  A llen tow n 
T ransien t Shelter a fte r being a t­
tacked by pervert. . . . T ransients 
in  M inot, N. D. are forced to w ork 
im proving the C ountry Club g o lf 
course a t $1 per week. . . .

“ la b o r  Shortage Bared by N R A ”  
headlines the New Y ork  W orld  T e l­
egram. . . . Am erican Federation of 
Labor estimates the jobless a t 14,- 
525.000. . . . C h ild  W e lfa re  League 
of Am erica recommends 27 cents 
per ch ild  per day as a m in im um  
food allowance fo r  orphans in  in ­
s titu tions . . . . Duke Endowment 
finds an average o f 10 cents per day 
food allowance fo r ch ild ren In Ne­
gro orphanages. . . . D ukhobar g ir ls  
im prisoned fo r  going nude have 
been reform ed by g iv in g  them m ov­
ie magazines, says prison m atron. 
. . .  A nud is t Colony is the most 
popu lar spot in H o llyw ood, accord­
ing to  press report . . . W in th rop  
A ld rich , m illio n a ire  d irec to r of 
Chase N a tiona l Bank, urges the e li­
m ination  o f w o rk  re lie f In  favo r o f 
d irec t re lie f. . . . D ire c t re lie f in  
Oklahoma averages $3.53 per fa m ily  
per month. . . .

iVilliam  Randolph Ilearst’s pet 
elephants, camels, kangaroos, etc. in 
his private zoo at San Simeon cost 
over $100,000 per year to maintain.
. . . Jobless on re lie f are urged by 
au thorities  to  get r id  o f pets th a t 
consume part o f the  fa m ily  food 
allowance . , . The election In the 
Saar plebescite cost in  excess o f $3 
per vote. . . . R e fe rring  to those 
who voted aga inst H itle r iz in g  the 
Saar, Herman Rochling, Nazi in ­
dus tria lis t remarks, “ We have pro - 
m fsed not to do them harm , bu t 
we have not promised to do them 
any good !”  . . . Secretary Ickes, 
Departm ent o f the In te r io r, upon 
numerous occasions has said, “ There 
w il l  be no g ra ft  in  the adm in is tra ­
tion  o f funds under m y con tro l.”
. . . House Democrats move to  in ­
sert a provision b a rring  Secretary 
Ickes from  adm in is te ring  President 
Roosevelt’s 4 b illio n  d o lla r re lie f 
fund. “ Secretary Ickes has no t 
been courteous to  congressmen,”  
says one. . . . “ The unemployed, by 
and large, are ge tting  enough,”  says 
H a rry  Hopkins, ad m in is tra to r o f 
re lie f. . . . The Jou rna l o f Com­
merce estimates d ividend payments 
fo r  1934 a t $6,340,000,000.

Father Coughlin says: “Labor 
should have a voice in the manage­
ment and in the social conditions of 
the factory. I  say you should have 
a voice, perhaps not the loudest 
voice. You shouldn’t demand wages 
that are too high but a voice In the 
management that w ill enable mote 
profits to be made.” . .  ,

Roosevelt Program

I F  thte workers needed any fu rth e r evidence tha t 
the Roosevelt program  is fo r  the bosses and 

against the workers, the Social Security b i ll now 
before Congress promises sue)) evidence in  over­
whelm ing abundance. Four b illion  do lla rs is to be 
appropria ted fo r  pub lic  works to be carried out undet* 
the President’s personal and exclusive d irection. 
Tbps three and a h a lf  b illio n  ar,- to be taken off the 
re lie f ro lls  and pu t to work. We subm it the fo l­
low ing  dam ning ind ic tm ent o f th is  p ro g ra m :

1. I t  makes scabs of those who take jobs under it. 
The President ta lks  openly of paying $50 per month, 
about $11 per week, on these jobs. As a m atter of 
fac t, no t enough money is b'eing appropria ted to pay 
th a t much. In  many cases, therefore, especially ou t­
side the biggest cities, men and women w i l l  get as 
l i t t le  as $5 per week. That constitutes scabbing on 
the standard of the entire  Am erican w ork ing  class.

2. B y  the same token, the program  means the 
pauperization o f the entire  w o rk ing  class, w h ile  p ro ­
fits  p ile  up in the hands o f a few who are enabled by 
the grade o f Roosevelt to lu x u ria te  in  F lo rid a  again 
as they d id  in  the good old days of the Ooolidge- 
Hoover boom.

3. Roosevelt is made a d ic ta to r over the lives of 
m illio ns  and enabled to proceed w ith  bu ild ing  a 
m igh ty  p o lit ic a l machine.

4. Since no spec'fic provision is made as to what, 
the money is to  be spent fo r, i t  w i l l  enable Roosevelt 
(i.e., the Am erican im p e ria lis ts / to go ahead w ith  
a b ig  nava l and m ilita ry  program.

Let the unemployed organize to tight, the Roosevelt 
seabbery Pauperization Program. Let them demand 
the 30-hour week and $30 weekly wage on a ll jobs. 
Let the employed workers, the unions, the farmers, 
the masses everywhere support the unemployed in

Hearst and the Bosses

W IL L IA M  Randolph H earst is  crusading against 
the “ Reds”  fo r  the protection o f h is interests, 

h is  newspaper monopolies, h is  C a lifo rn ia  barony and 
the honor of his m ovie queen.

The st.e'el companies are figh ting  the “ Reds”  fo r  
the protection o f th e ir  interests, th e ir  company 
unions, th e ir  untram m eled freedom  to  exp lo it labo r 
and th e ir r ig h t o f m aking as much p ro fit as possible 
w ith  as l i t t le  re tu rn  as possible.

M ichael Tighe, in  common w ith  a l l o f the A. F . of 
L . bureaucrats, is  fig h tin g  the “ Reds”  in  the  steel 
unions fo r the pro tection o f h is interests, h is r ig h t 
o f con tro llin g  the union as he setes fit ,  his determ ina­
tion  to avoid any k in d  o f m ilita n c y  even i f  i t  means 
the destruction o f the union.

The “ Reds”  are the common denominator, the  un i­
versal bog'ey fo r a l l  these interests. Here is the 
proof.

The Duquesne Times, organ of the Carnegie Steel 
Company o f Duquesne, Pa., rep rin ts  a R ed-baiting 
ed ito ria l from  the Hbarst P ittsburgh Sun-Telegraph 
w ith  th is  note:

“Tiic following article should be published in 
every loyal newspaper In the United States. And 
if results are not favorable communities should 
adopt the same method that for a time was in 
vogue in the early history of California. There 
are plenty of vacant trees, and liemp these days 
ran  readily be produced.” ( Duquesne Times, F r i­
day, Jan. 4, 1935.)
The Journa l o f the Amalgamated Steel W orkers il l  

its  las t issue publishes an e d ito r ia l aimed against 
the “ Progressive”  movemene in the union. It, charges 
fhe movement w ith  being « communist, a ffa ir  and 
ca lls  on a ll workers to “ stamp out the reds in  your 
locals" . . .!

In  the one case the steel bosses are figh ting  the 
steel workers, ca llin g  them “ Reds” , try in g  to create 
a lynch psychology against them. In  the case o f 
Tighe, he is figh ting  the more m il ita n t  steel workers, 
try in g  to create a lynch psychology against them by 
c a llin g  them “ Reds” .

In both cases, W illia m  Randolph Hearst supplies 
I lie philosohpy and the am m unition.

That is how “ Red" becomes the name of every 
w orker who fights exp lo ita tion  and labor-fakers.

As one o f the Jones and l.augh lin  M il l steel w o rk ­
ers expressed i t :

“When they call us “Reds” it only means that 
we are not dummies. When the steel bosses yell 
“Red” it means that we are asking for union recog­
nition. When Tighe yells “Red” it means that we 
are lighting for union democracy. So why should 
we kick? That’s what we are doing, isn’t it? And 
tlie more they yell, the more we’re going to do It ! ”


