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Labor Bureaucrats Howl as 
Roosevelt Disregards 

Auto Union
By JACK ELDER

WASH INGTOX. - For once i» 
l heir lives, fhe bureaucrats of the 
A. F. of ],. spoke the plain and 
simple truth when they howled that 
the newest version of the automobile 
code had been "Imposed”, not on the 
employers, but on the workers.

Did Hie President consul! with 
organized labor before extending 
the code, for the third time, without 
the formal pretense of a public 
hearing?

He acted as if the Labor Advisory 
Board—executive arm of I lie A. F. 
of L. -simply did not exiRt.

Did Hut President accept the ad­
vice and counsel of bis National 
Industrial Recovery Board,?

By a vote of 5 to 2 tile Board 
recommended that the code be 
scrapped rather than renewed on 
the basis proposed by the Automo-1 
bile Manufacturers’ Association. I

Did the President ponder upon j 
tile joint report submitted by h is ; 
two disinterested experts, Messrs. 
Henderson < Research and Planning) 
and Lubin ( Bureau of Labor Statis 
t ic s )  ?

Their report, he blithely informed 
the press at large, had been "lost” 
in tin1 shuffle of papers on his desk.

< hie readily sympathizes with 
the A. I1', of If. leaders in their dis­
illusionment and dismay. But what 
on earth did Mr. Green and Co. ex- 
l>ecl ? They had their chance to 
assert I lie claims of labor in the 
automobile industry last March 
when the rank-and-file workers 
were pressing for a nation-wide 
*t rike.

Face to face with the threat of 
direct mass action, the President 
was ready to deal witli the A. I<\ 
of I.. He dealt so well, assisted by 
Green’s stupid betrayal, that the 
workers have been groaning ever

Fantastic Evidence Used 
by State in Labor Trial

SACRAMENTO. Kelt. f.-M o s l of this week’s session of the I lie I 
of 17 defendants charged with criminal syndicalism lias tieen taken up 
with testimony and cross examination or 70-year old William Hanks, 
stool pigeon hired last April by Prosecutor McAllister to frame-up I he 
union.

The prosecnlion’s attempt to make capital out of Hanks’ fantastic 
claims that he had been driven out of Sacramento in September «i I he 
point of a gun by persons lie lielieved lo lie communists was turned into 
a fiasco by Hanks' thick-witted remarks.

Hanks declared lie "didn’t think it was necessary” to notify police 
that he had been intimidated. Asked why tie didn’t telegraph local 
authorities of bis plight when lie reached Omaha, Nebraska. Hanks 
replied: “Well, there’s communists *  
there, too.” He decided, he said, to
stay out of town because there “was 
a big communist convention in Sac­
ramento September 20, and I didn’t 
know but that I might tie hurt ” 

More Defendants Baited 
Five defendants wen1 bailed out 

on Thursday by the International 
Labor Defense. Only one defendant 
had been previously bailed out by 
tlie I.L .I). it was only after the 
Non-Partisan 1-abur Defense had 
bailed out two of the chief defend­
ants, Jack Warnick and Caroline 
Decker, and was about to ball out 
Nora Conklin, that the I.L.D. balled 
five out, including Conklin. The 
prisoners had been iu ja il over six 

i months. Eight ottiers, including tu- 
! hercular Donald Bingham, are still 
i iu jail. The funds loaned to the 
‘ Non-Partisan Labor Defense for 
Conklin were earmarked for her and 

| were withdrawn.
George Medley, director of the 

Northern California Civil Liberties 
Committee of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, has sent a letter 
to the Western Worker, protesting 
Its lies about the break-up of the 
united front last Saturday. The C. 
P. broke up the united front by re­
pudiating the call for a conference 
signed on January lit by the So­
cialist party of California, fhe 
Workers jiarty, t lie Non-Partisan 
Lalior Defense, the Communist 
party, the I.L.P., with Hedle.v as 
chairman. Instead the C.P. laid 
down as an ultimatum llmt the only 
call for the conference must tic an 
earlier one issued bv the l.L.l). and

Union Pledges 
Solidarity to 
18 Framed-up

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. The im­
mediate relase of the 17 workers 
and union leaders on trial in Sacra­
mento on charges of violating the, ltnd to postpone action until

Judge’s Trick 
Approved by 
UnionLeaders
Stay of Injunction Gains 

Time for Bosses in 
Waterfront Fight

The battle of the New York 
truckmen and longshoremen against 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
and the .Merchants Association ha* 
just begun, I.asi week’s one day 
rank and file strike forced Justice 
Humphrey to postpone decision on 
the threatened injunction restrain­
ing collaboration of the two unions 
until this Tuesday. The Injunction 
as tiunity banded down contains a 
stay until an appeal can be made 
iti March to the Appellate Division.

This stay grants absolutely noth­
ing to the truckmen. It. is nothing 
move than a trick to give the mer­
chants and shippers time to mobil­
ize against the union; to save the 
face of the union leaders, Cashal 
and Ryan by giving them a breath­
ing space between now amt March,

the
criminal syndicalism laws Is d e - jrHuk and file are demoralized by 
mauded in a resolution passed by j the attacks of the bosses, by the 
General Drivers Union Local 574 of I trickery of the union leaders, and

since under the burden of works j signed only by four r.P.-eontrolled 
councils, proportional representa- j organizations, none of them unions.

All the non-communist organiza­
tions are continuing in their efforts 
to build a campaign of organized 
labor to save the Sacramento de­
fendants.

tion and th'e ineffable YVolman 
Board. Rather than drop the class 
collaboration ideal (that famous 
partnership among management., 
government aud labor) the A. F. or 
L. leaders sold out. |he strike. They
entered the agreement of March 25, MASS MEETINGS BUILD  
1934. with I heir.eyes wide open, i l'A. UNEMPLOYED LEAGUE 
fully aware thal the President’s' PITTSBURGH. Pa.—New locals 
settlement meant a complete tacti-j of the Pennsylvania Unemployed 
cal route for the United Automobile | League in Allegheny County are 
Workers. j forming rapidly as a result of mass

Thanks to that sell-out by its j meetings being held all over greater 
leaders, the A. F. of L. has lost t Pittsburgh. The P .f’.L. is waging 
most of the power which' it once I war on a relief cut.
comma tided among the robots whom 
General Motors, Chrysler and Ford 
tind it convenient to employ. To­
day the federal unions in the auto­
mobile Industry are pitifully weak, 
low in membership, downcast in 
morale, torn by internal strife, the 
theatre of a bureaucratic scramble 
for offices and emoluments.

The President, after all, is a 
consummate master of Realpolitik. 
Why should lie pay the least atten- 
lion to a neglibile quantity? Why 
should he disturb himself tor 
the benefit, of a ghost?

We can [pave Green and Co. to 
their agonies. They have the cap­
acity to discover, but not lo learn. 
Whet is more important, is thal 
the rank and file workers should 
profit from the lesson. They havl- 
nothing to rely on but organization 
and force. They can a quire what 
is wortli fighting for, only when 
they are ready anti able to fight 
for it.

There is no hope for them in the 
New Deal’s professions of belief in 
•social Justice”, ‘-economic plan­
ning” and the “redistribution of 
wealth and income”. There is still 
less hope for them if they trust to 
Messrs. Green, Collins, Dillon, etc. 
And by fooling around with the 
apparatus of official labor boards,

This cut was hidden behind a 
change from the despised commodi­
ty relief system to cash relief, for 
which the P.U.L. has lieen fighting 
for three long years. By arbitrar­
ily establishing a lower "budgetary 
deficiency” standard, the relief ad­
ministration is now able to send the 
average family a weekly check of 
*8.50.

the A. F. of L. Copies of the reso 
lution were sent to i tie California 
authorities.

Denouncing California employers 
for their attempt, under cover of a 
“red scare”, to crush the Cannery 
and Agricultural Workers' Union, 
the resolution continues:

“The membership of I ax-a I 574 is 
convinced* that these 18 men and 
women are being prosecuted not 
for their iiolitical lieliefs, not fin­
ally crime they may have committed, 
but simply because they have given 
their best efforts lo organizing the 
unemployed and the cannery work­
ers. The membership of Local 574 
is well aware of the attempt of the 
bosses iu Minneapolis to invoke the 
red-scare, to threaten the militant 
union members with tlie criminal 
syndicalism law, 10  frame our own 
brother, Happy Holstein. They were 
not able to accoiftplisli their ends 
because of the solidarity and sup­
port of the trade union movement 
of Minneapolis and the P. 8., in­
cluding the Shipyard Workers Un­
ion In San Francisco who passed a 
resolution backing Uocal 574 in its 
struggle.

"In the same spirit of solidarity 
which other local unions demon­
strated iu supporting us, Local 574 
hereby goes ou record as supporting 
our 18 brother workers in Sacra­
mento brought to trial through- the 
machinations of the Industrial As- 
sociation and the agricultural grow­
ers associations, bitter enemies of 
the labor movement in California 
and firm supporters of the open 
shop.

"We extend our brotherly sympa­
thy to the 18 framed-up workers l/i 
Sacramento, Cal., and pledge our­
selves to do all in our power to 
work for their immediate release, 
and for the immediate repeal of the 
vicious laws under which they are 
being prosecuted."

Want Plenty? Nice, Easy 
Secret Way--Its Utopian
Would yon be able to use about 

$15,000 a year? To be got by a 
secret, mysterious process?

The Utopian Society, Incorporat­
ed, can tell you how—almost. The 
Utopians want to change the eco­
nomic set-up of the United States 
and end poverty.

They make it easy.
Ail you do is just realize that 

plenty is possible and swear alle­
giance to the Constitution of the 
United States. You are then given 
a mystic number to be known by— 
7 by 133 by 7a—and asked to bring

to strike.

your friends. Everyone raises his 
they merely paralyze their ability j right hand to th'e American flag,

tacked on the wall in a room with 
the blinds down, and swears to 
support the Constitution. The ri­
tual is respectable. You are even 
blimyolded by a lady. A Voice 
speaks from behind a  sc teen. Whis- 
l>ers. Mystery. Awe. I t ’s dona! 
The Utopian movement has jumped 
forward again by creeps and sounds. 

Not Enough Flags 
The effort to end poverty the easy 

way may be retarded, however, for 
there are not factories to make 
enough flags. The Chambers of 
Commerce and (he American Legion 
must have flags. Also the bankers 
and industrialists are hot for flags. 
But the cotton industry .should 
boom, and that may Help. Serloui-

ly. however, it is doubtful whether 
the Utopians can ever wave flags 
harder than the bosses. There is 
some doubt even whether they can 
uphold the Constitution with as 
much vigor.

All it costs to belong to the Uto­
pians is |3. And if  you know- a 
thing or two, not even that 

The Easy Method
The beauty of the plan is its easy 

method of overcoming the euemles, 
“Want and Fear”, and ushering in 
the ideal state. These terrible ene­
mies are to be vanquished forevter 
by asserting’, to the neighbors, that 
plenty is possible, and dropping 
small pieces of paper in tin boxes. 
If  you live in a city where thete 
are voting machines, the procedure 
is simplified, all you do is push a 
button and pull a lever.

No struggle, no bother, no trou­
ble—It’s all Utopian.

But the leaders specialize in 
making things easy. The secrecy 
and the old ballot-box and flag il­
lusions would have delighted Hon- 
dini. And the teaching of the lead 
ers, that plenty through social rev 
olution, by the might of the masses, 
is not the way out of capitalism to 
the new society—this must sound 
sweet too, like the oaths to the flag 
aud the Constitution, to the EXE  
MIES of PLENTY.

by the long wait, the uncertainty 
and confusion attendant on an ap­
peal. The slay will not prevent for 
a moment the wholesale laying off 
of union iruckmen which has been 
going on for the last month, mider 
l he mere promise of an injunction.

A laiusy Plot
The terms under which the stay 

was granted reveal fhe whole lousy 
plot. "It is to be operative,” said 
the New York Times, “only during 
the good behaviour of the defend­
ants. . . . Under the terms of a 
'gentleman’s agreement’ the plain­
tiffs agree not lo enlarge Iheir non­
union pci-sonel aud the unions agree 
not to molest non-nnion crows al­
ready at work.”

What a fat-cc! The stay on the 
injunct ion remains in force so long 
as the bosses refrain from tiring 
union men. If  they tire union men 
I he slay is inoperative and the in- 
jn nci inn comes into force.

What a Victory!
If the merchants try to break the 

union the court will "punish” them 
by . . . enforcing the injunction! 
In oilier words the court says to the 
merchants, " Y o u  musin'! take that 
candy, because if you do take it, 
we will give it to you.’’ This is 
wliat Lyons, secretary of the Joint 
Council, Jm- Ryan, president of the 
I.L.A.. and MacGuire, attorney for 
the unions all hail as a victory suf 
ticient to warrant calling off the 
strike.

To quote Joe Kyau—“The most 
pleasing pari of the stay is that 
while it prevents us from making 
any demonstration until the appeal 
is heard, il also guarantees that 
the practise of discharging union 
employes will have to be stopped in 
the interim.”

What is Ryan pleased about? He 
is pleased that I he rank and file Is 
prevented from demonstrating. He 
is pleased that the merchants have 
“guaranteed” uot to discharge un­
ion employes, by the “guarantee’’ 
of I he very Injunction they applied 
for.

The bosses and the union leaders 
are following exactly the same tac­
tics which broke the auto strike, 
which broke the steel strike; the 
tactics of hesitation, compromise 
and deception. Instead of the usual 
phony “impartial" board, like the 
auto board, the "impartial” Appel­
late Court is the machine used to 
crush the strike and break the un­
ion.

The truckmen and longshoremen’s 
unions'are in the greatest danger. 
Unless a broad rank and file move- 
tn'ent. well organized, is started, 
headed toward a militant strike, re­
gardless of all the legal maneuvers 
of the bosses and the unions’ lead­
ers, a strike set. and called to throw 
the whole question of Injunctions, 
stays, "gentlemen’s agreements” out 
of the window, Ihe unions will be 
smashed.

Truckmen! Longshoremen! Act 
now, or you are lost.

Mass Meeting 
Calls Hearst 
Labor Enemy

Audience of 2 /5 0 0 Indict! 
Millionaire Publisher 

A n d  Red-Baiter
William Randolph Hearst, multi' 

millionaire publisher, arch-jlngo- 
ist, and friend or all munition* 
makers, was indicted as “Labor 
Enemy No. 1” In a statement unan­
imously adopted by 2,500 workers, 
students And friends of labor at an 
anti-Hearst meeting at the Central 
Opera House, New York, last Sun­
day. The meeting was called by 
the provisional committee for Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense- 

Speakers included labor leaders^ 
college professors, noted liberals 
aud heads of student organization* 
who had been assailed In the Hearst 
press for “subversive activities”. 
They denounced the “stool-pigeon” 
campaign Hearst has been waging 
against them, made clear the anti- 
labor, anti-culture character and 
purpose of his attacks, showed 
clearly his pro-Hitler and pro-Mus- 
sollnl sympathies and revealed him 
as the prime mover and instigator 
In the prosecution of the 17 labor 
leaders in the Sacramento criminal 
syndicalism trial.

Among the speakers were Profes­
sor Sidney Hook, chairman of the 
Department of Philosophy and Pro­
fessor James Burnham, professor of 
philosophy, both of New York Uni­
versity, Professor George S. Counts, 
professor of education, Teachers’ 
College, Columbia University; Luigi 
Antonini, vice president of the In­
ternational Ladles’ Garment Work­
ers’ Union; Roger Baldwin, chair­
man of the American Civil Liber­
ties Union; Heywood Broun, news­
paper columnist; Morris Mllgrlm 
and Monroe Sweetland, organizers 
of the Student League for Indus­
trial Democracy; Carlo Tresca, 
anti-Fascist editor of II Martello; 
Felix Morrow, secretary of the pro­
visional committee for Non-Parti­
san Labor Defense. George Novack 
of ihe provisional committee was 
chairman.

Telegrams of greetings were read 
from two of the Sacramento pris­
oners, Jack Warnlcke and Norman 
Mini.

The “indictment” passed at the 
meeting read, In part:

“ We, *2,500 workers, students 
and friends of tabor, assembled 
in mass meeting, accuse W illiam  
Randolph Hearst of being an en­
emy of labor and culture. Like 

his fellow magnates In  Europe, 
Hugenberg of Germany, the late  

j Coty of France, Rothermore of 
England, he is using the power of 
his press to make systematic at­
tacks upon a ll that is progressive 
in American life .. .  We call upon 
a ll members of working class and 
cultural organisations to bring 
this indictment to the attention 
of their fellow members In  order 
to broaden the struggle against 
Labor Enemy No. 1, W illiam  Ran­
dolph Hearst.”

' Leaders'  in Dilemma 
Still Cling to F.D.R.

By ARNE SWARECK
Labor widens rift, with Roosev< it, announce recent capitalist news­

paper headlines. This, of course, refers to the official American Feder­
ation of Labor family. It appears that William Green—usually so soft 
spoken—together with the more belligerent John L. Lewis ha* 
some Btrong remarks on the action -.taken by the President in extending 
the automobile code. Advertised by the Federation officials as “Labor’s 
hope and strength”, Roosevelt now turns around and kicks these labor 
officials In the pants. He feels he can afford to do so. The automobile 
agreement of March 25 last year pur. the manufacturers on the offensive 
while the automobile unions still suffer from the demoralization of the

♦policy pursued by the A. F. of L

Silk Strike Is 
Voted Pending 

Referendum
ALLENTOWN, Pa.— Continuance 

of unbearable conditions In tbe silk 
industry led a conference of 80 
delegatee from 36 locals of the 
American Federation of Silk Work­
ers In Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and New York to go on record for 
an industry-wide strike If approved 
by a referendum of locals. Tbe 
local unions represented all took 
part In the 1634 textile strike. The 
A.F.S.W. is affiliated with the Unit­
ed Textile Workers.

Delegate after delegate at the 
conference, held Feb. 3, expressed 
disappointment over the outcome of 
the 1834 strike and bitterness that 
the Winant report on wages and 
hours, due Feb. 1 and one of tbe 
reasons for the calling of the con 
ference, has not, yet been made. 
Only realization tbat the time is not 
yet ripe prevented an immediate 
strike call. A regional conference 
to get further support for strike 
action will be held In New England

Executive Council.
A Dilemma

The Executive Council faces a 
dilemma. Organization of the un­
organized under Its leadership has 
come to a stop. The "perfect" equil­
ibrium of cooperation of labor, in­
dustry and government Is coming 
tumbling down over the heads of 
these labor officials like a house of 
cards. Instead of striking out bold­
ly like real leaders and utilizing 
the favorable mass sympathy for 
organization they stall and sabo­
tage in fear of the consequences of 
the struggle. Now these craven 
souls feel that they have been let 
down. Dangers threaten their po­
sition from two directions.

Obviously the government IS 
moving toward some form of com­
pulsory arbitration in labor dis­
putes while the rank and file onion 
membership is showing Increasing 
signs of discontent and restlessness. 
A most damning Indictment of the 
A. F. of L. officials Is contained in 
the rather frank statements public­
ly made, that In the Inner circles 
of the administration It Is felt that 
the A. F. of I,, cannot organize the 
basic industries—steel, rubber and 
automobiles.

Militant Bureaucrat*
; Despairing of obtaining a bene­
volent heariug for union recognitionshortly.

Strike sentiment is growing and fr0lu "j,"' we'rfully" entrenched 
It is evident that in any 1835 silk • monolM)|r capitalists the Federation 
strike the workers will not abandon ofl,c,alH ’are tllrni th(,tr attentton 
the picket lines until explicit wage ,n ^  ot,|4V|. dlm.tloll ^  
hour and stretehout concessions are oflWate are becoming
won—regardless of White House 
promises.

A telegram waB sent to Governor 
Earle of Pennsylvania demanding 
the immediate release of organizers 
indicted In trouble at a mill In Co­
lumbia, Pa.

Fa ther Coughlin Adopts 
Popes' Fake Liberalism

The Deiwrtment of Agriculture, 
so reports run. has just discovered 
that the A.A.A. program is divorc­
ing thousands of share-croppers 
from ihe soil.

An army of special agents has 
Item sent into the field (Arkansas 
ami other states) lo go through the 
motions of “investigation ami ad­
just mini t”.

Naive as ever, the Department of 
Agriculture suspects that some­
thing has gone wrong with the pro­
gram to make It hear so heavily ou 
th* pootest of the tenant farmers.

By DAN EASTMAN
“Father Coughlin,” says L. B. 

Ward, one of his apologists, “bases 
bis social and economic philosophy 
on the liberal encyclicals of Pope 
Plus X I and Pope Leo X III.”

Pope Plus X I, the present Incum­
bent, who gained his knowledge of 
politics and economics while scal­
ing mountains (he Is the author of 
u textbook on the Climbing of 
Alps) has done very little but ela­
borate the basic thesis laid down 
in the encyclical of Leo X III, On 
Social EMls.

On December 28, 1878, seven short 
years after the “hollowed” heads 
of the French governmtent had 
shot down twenty-flve thousand 
men, women and children, Parisian 
workers, because they dared to 
abolish night work in bakeries and 
institute an eight-hour day In th® 
name of socialism — seven short 
years after the cold-blooded slaugh­
ter of the Paris Commune, that 
kindly shepherd, Leo X III, pro­
duced his famous “liberal” encycli­
cal. Let us quote:

Leo Takes Sides 
“In short they (the Socialists), 

spurred on by greedy hankering af­
ter things present, ‘which Is the 
root, of a ll evil, which some covet­
ing have erred from the faith ,’ they 
attack the right of proparty, 
tloaad by law sf aster* ( ! )

aggressively militant, when they 
face the large scale rank and file 
rebellion they see brewing on every 
hand. It is uo secret that they are 
still, despite their announced rift, 
toying with the Idea of coming to 
an agreement, with Roosevelt’s pro­
posed industrial truce of no strlkss. 
Only the o)>en shop and company 
union employers demand'too much. 
They demand a complete surrender 
and the Federation officials cannot 
remain unmindful of the pressure 
from the ranks, so they move Into 
action, not In reality against the 
employers but against the rebel­
lion In order to head it off.

At. this moment the otherwise 
soft spoken officials are preparing 
to reinforce their blast against a ll 
opposition and against all progres­
sives, whom they label “reds”, with 
a campaign of expulsions, begin­
ning in tlie very fortress of the 
basic industries, in steel. A ll local 
lodges of the steel workers union 
that, sent delegates to the recent 
Pittsburgh progressive conference 
they threaten with outright expul­
sion. Make uo mistake about it ;  
their next step will be outlawing 
of strikes. This Is the most serious 
feature of the present situation. 

The Auto Agreement
with signal depravity—seize upon i several respects the automobile 
and hold in common all that has agreement of last year entered Into

T H IR T Y  DAYS, SAYS BUFFALO  
JUDGE, INSTEAD OF FOOD

Buffalo, N. Y.—(When Mary Jan­
kowski was brought before Judge 
Peter Maul of the Buffalo court on 
a vagrancy charge, he asked her, 
“Have you any money? Have you 
a home?”

“No,” she replied.
“Where do you sleep?”
“In box cars.” answered Mary. 
“That’s no place to be sleeping 

In this weather. Thirty days . . 
ordered the honorable judge. And 
so Mary, who recently came from 
Toledo was asured regular shelter 
and food for the next thirty days 
at the Wende prison.

been acquired by title of lawful In­
heritance (Libby Holman) through 
Intellectual (William R. Hearst) 
or manual (J . P. Morgan) labor, 
or economy of living (Andrew Mel­
lon)—

“These monstrous views they pro­
claim in public, uphold In booklets, 
and broadcast everywhere through 
the dally press. HenCe the hallowed 
(hallowed in the blood of 25,000 
Communards— D. H.) dignity and 
authority of rulers have occurred 
such odium on the part of rebellious 
subjects that evil minded traitors— 
have boldly raised impious hands 
against the very heads of states 
(Hitler, for example?). . .

“W ith such doctrines spread 
fa r and wide and such license in 
thought and action it  h  no won- 
dor that men of the most lowly 
condition, of hnmble home and 
lowly workshop, should fix eager 
eyes an the abodes and fortunes 
of the wealthy.
“They (still the Socialists) ihi 

good sooth cease not from asserting 
that all men are by nature equal, 
and hence they contend that neither 
honor nor respect is owed to public 
authority, nor any obedience to 
laws, save those sanctioned accord

C n «— u  m r * f  4)

by the Federation officials became 
a turning point. It was a blow to 
tbe whole trade union movement. 
It  advanced the automobile manu­
facturers Into a position of being 
the spearheads In the struggle 
against organization of the unor­
ganized In the basic industries. 
This agreement provided that any 
group of workers may be represent­
ed in conferences for collective bar­
gaining with the employers. In  
other words, It legalized the com­
pany union and put the trade un­
ions oh the defensive. The trade 
unions, of course, had rich possi­
bilities of embracing the great ma­
jority of the workers and becoming 
the recognized spokesmen of all the 
workers in the Industry. Due, how­
ever, to this treacherous agreement 
these possibilities were frittered 
away, as the recent elections In the 
Detroit automobile plants, conduct­
ed by the despised Wolmau Board, 
show

Hu Result
In these elections conducted In 

twelve different plants, 60,000 
workers were eligible to vote. ▲ 
total of 53,771 ballots were cast and 
the voting gave the following re­
sults: Toting for uoafflllated rep­
resentatives. 40,143; for employ-ora’

( (M io u d  aa PUg* 4)
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Should Revolutionists Build 
A Labor Party?

Food Workers Bare Union’s 
Alliance with Schultz Gang

A n  Example of the New Trade Union Policy of the 
Communist Party

By HUGO OEHLER
L e ftw a rd -m o v in g  w o rke rs  w lio  

have b roken  o r are  in  the process 
o f  b re a k in g  w ith  th e  p a s t a re  look­
in g  fo r  weapons o f  s tru g g le  to  th e  
le f t  o f  th e  D e m ocra tic  and R epub­
lic a n  pa rtie s .

R e fo rm  and u to p ia n  m ovem ents 
and  m id d le  class m ovem ents as 
w e ll as fa s c is t m ovem ents are  
s p rin g in g  u p  and ta k in g  ro o t in  the  
m inds  o f  th e  d iscon ten ted  masses 
w ho  know  by  h a rd  experience  th a t  
som eth ing  is  w rong .

E v e ry  p ro longed  depression in  
th e  past increased th e  p o lit ic a l ac­
t iv i t y  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class. R e fo rm  
and u to p ia n  m ovem ents sp rang  up 
on the heels o f econom ic and soc ia l 
d is lo ca tio n . These m ovem ents w ere  
washed aw ay w ith  th e  f ir s t  signs 
o f th e  re tu rn  to  p ro sp e rity . B u t 
the  present c r is is  con tinues. G ov­
e rnm en t and p r iv a te  m easures to 
s tim u la te  business fa i l .  The  cond i­
t io n  o f the  w o rk in g  c lass becomes 
w orse and d iscon ten t increases. 
H oover’s prom ises cou ld  no t be 
rea lized  and R ooseve lt’ s “ p lans”  
fo r  the  fo rg o tte n  m an are  m ore  and 
m ore  steen as p lans fo r  th e  “ fo rg o t­
te n ”  fin a n c ie rs  and  in d u s tr ia lis ts .

In  th is  fe rm e n ta tio n  th e  s logan 
o f the  I^abor P a r ty  is  b ro u g h t fo r ­
w a rd  aga in . A s y e t i t  has n o t ta ke n  
ro o t in  any su b s ta n tia l section o f 
the  w o rk in g  class no r has a c rys ­
ta ll iz a t io n  ta ke n  p lace. H ow ever, 
th e  new  o p p o rtu n is t r ig h t  tu rn  o f 
the  C om m unist In te rn a t io n a l and 
its  sections and the is su in g  o f  the  
in s tru c tio n s  fo r  a L a b o r P a rty  cam ­
pa ign  b r in g  the  sub ject to  the  fo re  
fo r  c la r if ic a tio n .

Labor Parties and Reform
In  th e  pe riod  o f c a p ita lis t  deve l­

opm ent th e  L a b o r P a r ty  to o k  ro o t 
in  E u ropean  co u n trie s  and p layed 
i t s  ro le  as th e  handm a id  o f  re fo rm s , 
as the  concession fo r  class peace 
th ro u g h  th e  p o licy  o f c lass co lla b o r­
a tio n  w ith  the  c a p ita lis t  ove rlo rds. 
These re fo rm is t, la b o r m ovem ents 
took  on d iffe re n t fo rm s  in  va rious 
n a tio ns  a ll th e  w a y  fro m  L abor 
P a rtie s  based upon co lle c tive  m em ­
bersh ip  th ro u g h  trad e  un ions and 
o th e r w o rk e rs ’ o rg a n iza tio n s  to  the 
S oc ia l D em ocra tic  m ovem ents o f  
in d iv id u a l m em bersh ip . In  th e  p re ­
w a r period they c o n s titu te d  the 
progressive and lib e ra l opposition  
p a rtie s  cham p ion ing  th e  cause o f 
la b o r, h u m a n ity  and what, no t. In  
the  p o s t-w a r p e rio d  these pa rties  
became th e  le f t  c o ve rin g  o f the  ca p ­
i t a l is t  governm ents fo r  th e  re o r­
g a n iza tion  o f E u rope  and fo r  the  
p re ve n tio n  o f  the Extension o f  the 
O ctober rev o lu tio n . They w ere 
labo r governm ents in  name but

“ I am  res ign in g  fro m  th e  S oc ia l­
is t  P a rty  and jo in in g  the  W o rke rs  
P a rty  o f th e  U. S., the  o n ly  p a rty  
w h ic h  at the  present tim e  o ffers the  
w o rk in g  class e ffec tive  and  re a lis tic  
leadersh ip  on title basis o f a co rre c t 
p rog ram ,”  w r ite s  .John B u r fe in d t  
o f St. Lou is.

A n o th e r comrade, E . M a r t in , fo r ­
m e r ly  o f th e  W e isbo rd  g roup, jo in s  
th e  W o rk e rs  P a r ty  because i t  is  the  
o n ly  p a rty  w o rk in g  e ffe c tiv e ly  fo r  
a new in te rn a t io n a l o f labo r.

T h e ir  le tte rs  fo llo w  in  f u l l :
St. L o u is , Mo. 
Ja n u a ry  29, 1935

C om rades:
The experience o f the  w o r ld  la b o r 

movement, since the  w a r convinced 
me th a t soc ia l-dem ocracy and re ­
fo rm ism  can o n ly  lead the  w o rke rs  
to  de fea t and fasc ism . M y  e xp e r­
ience in  th e  Socialist, P a r ty  has 
convinced me th a t  the  S. P. has not 
abandoned re fo rm is m ; th a t, bo th  
lo c a lly  and n a tio n a lly , i t  com pro­
m ises c o n tin u a lly  w ith  re fo rm is ts  
and re a c tio n a rie s  on the  p o lit ic a l 
and tra d e  un ion herds and in  its  
own ra n k s : and th a t  i t  is  hopeless 
as an in s tru m e n t o f rev o lu tio n , due 
to  its  unb roken  tra d it io n  o f com ­
prom ise and th e  w eak-kneed c h a r­
a c te r o f its  so-ca lled le f t  w in g .

1 am th e re fo re  res ign in g  fro m  
the S o c ia lis t P a r ty  and jo in in g  the 
W orker's P a r ty  o f  th e  U . S., the  
on ly  p a rty  w h ich  a t  th e  present 
tim e o ffe rs the  w o rk in g  class e ffec­
tiv e  and re a lis t ic  le ade rsh ip  on the 
basis o f a co rrec t p rog ram .

—JOHN B lIR FEIND T  
!>(]■(>■(

Ja n u a ry  5, 1935
Comrades :

A n a m em ber o f  the  C om m unist 
League o f  S trugg le , I  w o rked  to ­
w a rds  the (Toation o f a new re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  p a rty  and  a new ( 4 t l i )  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l.

W e isbo rd  is in c o rre c t in  say ing  
th a t the  fus ion  o f th e  O .L.A . and 
the  A .W .P . is  s im ila r  to  the  e n try  
o f  the  C om m un is t League o f  F rance 
in to  the  S .F .l.O . In  the U n ite d  
S tates a . F o u rth  In te rn a t io n a lis t  
p a r ty  has been founded by the 
m erge r o f tw o  independent groups 
on a M a rx is t basis.

T he  " le a d e rs h ip ”  o f the  C .L.S. 
w ith  i t s  se c ta ria n  a t t itu d e  and b u ­
re a u c ra tic  d o m in a tio n , tr ie d  to 
squelch c r it ic is m  o f W e isbo rd ’*  in ­
te rp re ta tio n  o f m any p r in c ip le  
questions, by sa y in g  th a t  a t th is

c a p ita lis t  d ic ta to rs h ip s  in  re a lity .  
Since th e  rise  o f H i t le r  and fasc ism  
in  E urope  th is  has become p la in  
fo r  everyone to  see.

Capitalist Decay
B u t the p o s t-w a r pe riod  revtealed 

ano th e r s tr ik in g  fa c t in  reg a rd  to  
the  L a b o r p a rtie s  and th e  p a rtie s  
o f re fo rm .

D eve lop ing  c a p ita lis m  cou ld  g ra n t 
re fo rm s, and such w ere  g ran ted  to  
the  degree o f th e  pressure o f  the  
w o rk in g  class, and th e  labo r leaders 
o f th e  reactionary- tra d e  un ion  
m ovem ent and th e  la b o r p a r ty  
m ovem ent he ld  them  u p  as specia l 
concessions these “ leaders had ob­
ta ined  “ fo r ”  th e  w o rk in g  class. B u t  
the p o s t-w a r pe riod  m arked  a deep­
en ing  o f the  decay and dec line  o f 
c a p ita lism . M any o f th e  lea d in g  
c a p ita lis t  na tio ns  w ere in  no pos i­
tio n  to  g ra n t fu r th e r  re fo rm s. I n ­
stead the  ve ry  l i fe  o f  the  d if fe re n t  
c a p ita lis t  na tions a fte r  th e  w a r 
pe riod  demanded th a t  they reduce 
and take  aw ay concessions fro m  the 
w o rke rs , in  o rde r to  compete w ith  
im p e ria lis t, pow ers  on the  w o rld  
m arke t fo r  c a p ita l investm ents, 
com m od ities  and ra w  m a te r ia l.

E ve ry  concession w ru n g  fro m  th e  
c a p ita lis ts  in  th is  stage rests upon 
an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t basis th a n  the  
p rev ious re fo rm s . The  re fo rm s  in  
the  period  o f  c a p ita lis t  g ro w th  w ere 
used to  b rib e  o p a r t  o f the w o rk in g  
class to enable thfe c a p ita lis ts  to  
have a free  hand aga in s t th e  m a­
jo r i t y  o f the  w o rk in g  class and the  
c o lo n ia l people. The  most, o u ts ta n d ­
in g  rep rese n ta tive  o f re fo rm  d u rin g  
I Diet period  was the Second In te r ­
n a tio n a l.

R e fo rm  Base D isap p e a rin g
The econom ic base o f  re fo rm  p a r­

ties  has been w iped out, b y  th e  
co nd itions  o f ca p ita lis t, decline. B u t 
'( was not, a u n ifo rm  process w h ic h  
accom plished th is  co n d itio n . In  
A m e rica  the w ho le  process lagged 
behind E uropean developm ents. The 
lk 'rm a n e n t m ise rab le  co n d itio ns  
c o n fro n tin g  the A m e rican  w o rke rs  
since th e  b e g inn ing  o f the present 
c r is is  w ere  a t fa r  deeper leve ls  in  
E urope even before the  first, w o r ld  
w ar.

The e lim in a tio n  o f  th e  economic 
base o f re fo rm  p a rtie s  d id  n o t mean 
l.lie im m ed ia te  liq u id a t io n  o f these 
p a rlie s . The  p a rtie s  had developed 
in to  com plex systems and de fin ite  
pa rts  o f  the  s u p e rs tru c tu re  o f cap i- 
a lism  w hose o rg a n iza tio n a l and  
ideo log ica l s tru c tu re  cou ld  n o t be 
k il le d  so eas ily . Even aftter th e ir  
econom ic base w as la c k in g  these 
refm  m is t p a rtie s  served as th e  in ­
s trum en ts  to  save E uropean enp i-

tim e  the  C.L.S. cou ld  no t to le ra te  
any “ n e g a tions" concern ing  them . 
In  o il ie r  w ords i f  you  d id n 't  agree 
w ith  th e  leader y o u r c r it ic is m  was 
negative.

H a v in g  abandoned the pos itio n  
th a t the  C .L.S. w as the “ one and 
o n ly  t ru ly ,  ’T ro ts k y is t ’ g ro u p ”  and 
th a t  “ T ro ts k y is m  is the  L e n in ism  
o f to d a y ”  (see p a m p h le t “ W h a t is  
T ro ts k y is m ", by Yr . B u sh ) W e isbo rd  
now counter-poses T ro ts k y is m  to  
Len in ism , in  th e  same w ay th a t  the 
S ta lin is ts  do.

O n ly  a  fe w  m onths ago W eisbord 
ran  to  the  conference ca lle d  by 
G it lo w  fo r  th e  fo rm a tio n  of. a new 
p a rty . T oday G it lo w  is  in  the So­
c ia lis t  P a rty  and the C.L.S. h a v in g  
s p lit .  W e isbo rd  rem ains w ith  h is  
fa m ily  o f nine, the  f r u i t  o f th ree  
and a h a lf  years o f -independent 
“ mass w o rk ”

A lth o u g h  m any com rades w ere in  
fa v o r o f  sending a de legation  to  the 
U n ity  C onvention , no d iscussion 
was held' on th is  su b je c t and no t 
even an observer was seat.

These are m y reasons fo r  leav ing  
the  C.L.S.

I  accept the D e c la ra tio n  o f P r im  
c ip lps adopted by the  new p a rty  
convention , and app ly  fo r  m em ber­
sh ip  in  the W o rk e rs  P a rty . W h a t­
ever sho rtcom ings exist, in  the new 
p a rty  can be ironed O u t w ith in  tile  
bounds o f lx ir t y  dem ocracy. E v e ry ­
one c la im in g  to  w o rk  tow a rd s  the 
c rea tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a t io n ­
a l must m a ize  th a t  o n ly  by jo in in g  
t i ie  W o rke rs  P a rty  and becom ing 
ac tive  in  it  can they co n trib u te  to ­
w ards ib is  goa l.

— E. M A R T IN

WORKERS’ SECURITY?
P H IL A D E L P H IA , Feb 5. —  A n ­

thony  R a in u g lia . p res iden t o f  the 
N a tio n a l U nem ployed League, In  a 
ta lk  on “ The Roosevelt, S ecu rity  
P ro g ra m ”  Sunday evening, po in ted  
ou t the  effects o f  the  “ P ro g ra m ”  on 
t i ie  unem ployed and em ployed 
w o rke rs  o f  t iie  co u n try . H e showed 
how  in  each .instance' every  step in  
11.e p rog ram  m eant a n o th e r lo w e r­
in g  o f  the A m erican  s tanda rd  o f 
liv n g .

R a m ng lia  exp la ined  th a t  w here  
the N a tio n a l U nem ployed League 
w as s trongest as in  O hio  and  Pen­
n sy lvan ia , the  r e l ie f  a u th o r it ie s  
found i t  im possib le  to  p u t over 
th e ir  schemes fo r  p aupe riz ing  the 
w o rke rs .

tio n s . “ N e w ”  re fo rm s  w ere th e  
p ric e  to  be p a id  by th e  c a p ita lis ts  
as the  “ lesser e v il”  to  m a in ta in  
pow er. Deve lopm ents have show n 
th a t such concessions, especia lly  
since H i t le r  seized pow er, can be 
w iped  o u t w ith  the  s tro ke  o f  a pen.

The sweep o f deve lop ing  A m e ri­
can c a p ita lis m  enabled he r1 to  b u ild  
a w ho le  n e tw o rk  ,of specia l means 
o f b r ib e ry  w ith o u t th e  a id  o f a 
la rg e  la y e r o f la b o r  agents w ith in  
the w o rk e rs ’ ranks. W h ile  a re la - 
tiv te ly  sm a ll num ber o f s k ille d  
w o rke rs  w as p laced on a h ig h  leve l, 
th e  masses o f  A m e rican  w orkers , 
the  oppressed races and fo re ig n  
bo rn  w o rke rs  w ith in  the  cou n try , 
and the  c o lo n ia l people, p a id  the  
band of robbers super p ro fits . T h is  
wqs no t a d if f ic u lt  p rob lem  fo r  the  
A m e rican  c a p ita lis ts  due to  the 
c o u n try ’s n a tu ra l resources and 
h igh  degree o f  e x p lo ita tio n  o f labo r.

The m illio n s  o f  A m erican  w o rk ­
ers were unorgan ized  and la b o r ’s 
p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  p o lit ic s  was con­
fined to  th e  tw o  o ld  p a rtie s . W h ile  
•socia l-re form ism  flo u rish e d  in  E u -

By TESS H UFF
In  a newspaper, am ong th e  le t ­

te rs  to  the e d ito r, rece n tly  I  ra n  
across a le t te r  som eth ing  lik e  th is :

“ D ear E d ito r— 'W hy doesn’t  the 
U n ited  S tates g ra n t the  Soviet U n ­
ion long te rm  c re d its , so she can 
buy A m e rican  made m ach ine ry , 
w h ich  is  needed in  the Second F iv e  
Y ear P lan?  T he  cap ita ] goods in ­
d u s trie s  in  th e  I I.  S. are  a t a lo w  
ebb and men need w o rk . T he  Sov­
ie ts  w a n t c re d it. W Jiaf is  the tro u ­
b le  r

In  a new spaper, la s t week, was 
n le tte r  f ro m  a business m an. T in  
business man com pla ined  th a t  the  
U.S. was g e tt in g  ve ry  l i t t le  trad e  
fro m  Russia and ended by s a y in g :

“ A t the  tim e  d ip lo m a tic  re la tio n s  
w ere established between o u r gov­
ernm ent and R ussia, i t  was said 
that, R ussia  w o u ld  spend 10 b il l io n  
d o lla rs  fo r  A m e rican  goods. T h is  
was a b so lu te ly  n n tru e  and ou r gov­
ernment. should b reak o ff re la tio n s  
w ith  R ussia im m e d ia te ly .”

A Bit Mixed Up
W ell, i t  appears the  m a tte r  is a 

h it  m ixed  up, as you  m ay see. I n ­
c id e n ta lly , t iie  business m an fa ile d  
'to m en tion  c red it, and no n a tio n  
can c u rry  on trad e  w ith o u t c re d its !

I t  is tru e  th a t the Soviet, U n ion  
needs m ach ine ry  and w an ts  c re d it. 
L ike w ise  i t  is  tru e  th a t  c a p ita l 
goods fa c to rie s  in  th is  c o u n try  need 
orders, i t  is  a lso  a  fact, th a t  since 
the  day o f d ip lo m a tic  re co g n itio n , 
in  Novem ber 1933, trad e  w ith  R us­
sia has s te a d ily  declined.

T he  paradox becomes m ore and 
m ore g la r in g , the  m ore you con­
s ide r th e  case. The  fact, is th a t  
t i ie  U n ite d  States not o n ly  needs 
R uss ia ’s business, b u t that, it, has 
credit, pow ers it, doesn’t  know  w h a t 
to  do w ith . A t  the sam eU im e R u s­
sia, o f ’ a il th e  m a jo r  na tions, is  
p ro b a b ly ’ the  o n ly  one w h ic h  s t i l l  
has a clean c re d it  s la te . Since th e  
p ro le ta r ia t took pow er in  1917, and 
s ta rte d  out. on a g ra n d  scale to  
b u ild  up  R uss ian  economy, re q u ir ­
in g  Dig o rders  o f m ach in e ry  and 
goods f ro m  an y  and eve ry  corner o f 
the  w o rld , every deb t con trac ted  
bus been pa id  when due. A n d  a t 
the present m om ent, desp ite  the 
w o r ld  depression, S ovie t capac ity  
fo r  paym ent is  g re a te r th a n  ever 
before.

Why the Deadlock?
W h y then the  deadlock? What, 

has linp iiened  since the  R ooseve lt- 
L itv in o f f  ta lk s  in  W ash ing ton , in  
1933? W h y  d id  c re d it and trade , 
m uch ta lke d  o f then  and bad ly  
needed by bo th  coun tries , no t m a­
te ria lize ?

T he  answ er has to  do o f  course 
; w ith  tio lit ic s .

T iie  answ er is  that, the  R oosevelt- 
L i t v i i io f f  ta lk s , w h ich  w ere  a p p a r­
e n t ly  so am iab le , tu rn e d  o u t in  a 
“ m isu n d e rs ta n d in g ” , a m isu nd e r­
s ta n d ing  on w h ic h  bo th  n a tio ns  are 
s ta n d ing  pat. Roosevelt, and W a ll 
S treet, s t i l l  insist, upon th e  p a y ­
m ent o f  debts owed by the  C za ris t 
and K e re n sky  regim es. T h is  was 
t i ie  money, m uch o f i t ,  advanced 
by A m e rica n  cap ita  lis ts , w h ich  was 
used to finance the va rio u s  W h ite  
a rm ies  in  th e ir  unsuccessfu l a t­
tem pts  to  o v e rth ro w  the  young  p ro ­
le ta r ia n  gove rnm ent in  1919-21.

T he  Soviet insistence, how ever, is  
th a t t ile  W h ite  H ouse ta lk s  were 
o f  a n o th e r tenor. B o th  deb t c la im s, 
those, o f the  IT. S. against, R ussia, 
and those o f  Russia a g a in s t the  U.
S. (c la im s  w h ic h  g re w  o u t o f  A m ­
e ric a ’s in te rv e n tio n  in  R ussia  in  
1921, w hen th e  U. S. sent exped i­
t io n a ry  fo rces on R uss ian  s o il and 
and aga in s t th e  p ro le ta r ia n  gov­
e rn m e n t) w ere  to  be m u tu a lly  ad ­
ju s te d  a t a la te r  date. M eanw h ile  
no rm a l tra d e  re la tio n s  w ere to  go 
fo rw a rd .

S ince the  day o f reco g n itio n  the  
A m erican  gove rnm en t has stood pat, 
m a k in g  no a tte m p ts  e ith e r  to  ■nego­
t ia te  a se ttle m e n t o f th e  c la im s  o r 
to  e s tab lish  a basis fo r  tra d e  and  
long  te rm  c re d its  w ith  R ussia . A nd  
Russa refuses o f course to  ob liga te  
h e rs e lf fo r  th e  paym en t o f the

N O T I C E

In  la s t w eek’s New Militant 
Com rade L o u is  B re ie r  in  th e  4 th  
in s ta llm e n t o f h is  H is to ry  o f th e  
N a tio n a l U nem ployed League 
d e a lt w ith  th e  question o f u n ity . 
C om rade B re ie r ’s a r t ic le  does 
n o t represent the  p o s itio n  o f th e  
W o rke rs  P a rty . T he  P a r ty ’s 
p o s itio n  on u n ity  w i l l  be p u t 
fo r th  in  an a r t ic le  by C om rade 
M ax  S hachtm an in  a fo rth c o m ­
in g  issue o f the  New Militant.

rope i t  w as no t even b u d d ing  in  
A m e rica . I t  b'loomed and w ith e re d  
in  E urope before  its  A m e rican  
co u n te rp a rt had a chance to  w a lk  
u p rig h t.

T he  ra d ic a l p o lit ic a l m ovem ent 
o f A m e rican  o r ig in  was f ir s t  a land  
re fo rm  m ovem ent in  th e  fo r t ie s  o f 
th e  la s t ce n tu ry , n e x t an a g ra r ia n  
m ovem ent o f th e  e igh ties , to  be f o l ­
low ed by a m ore confused and he­
terogeneous a g ra r ia n  m ovem ent in  
the  f ir s t  p a r t  o f th is  ce n tu ry . The  
u rban  m id d le  class th a t  w as beaten 
back by  m onopo ly  c a p ita lis m  jo ined  
forces w ith  i t  and produced the 
va riou s  h y b r id  m ovem ents such as 
the  F arm ter-Labo r p a rtie s  and the 
L a  F o lle tte  m ovem ent.

(This article will be continued 
in the next Issue of the New 
Militant.)

C za ris t and K e re n sky  debts, except 
th ro u g h  an a d ju s tm e n t o f c la im s.

M ea n w h ile  t i ie  Soviets need m a­
ch in e ry , and m o le  m ach in e ry , and 
the  A m erican  fa c to rie s  a re  h a lf  
id le . A n d  th is  is a r id ic u lo u s  s itu ­
a tion , to  say th e  least.

N o w  is  a good t im e  (while Roos­
evelt is planning “made” work for 
the unemployed, at low;-wages) fo r  
the U nem ployed le a g u e s  and a l l  
w o rk e rs ’ o rg a n iza tio n s  in  th e  coun­
t r y  to  ra ise  the s logan o f  trad e  
w ith  R ussia. Open the fac to ries ,

; make m achines fo r  R ussia  a t un ion  
w ages! N o th in g  s tands in  the  w a y  
o f c re d it h u t th e  c la im s o f W a ll 
S treet. T he  trade  is so b a d ly  needed 
th a t  we m ust say, to  h e ll w ith  W a ll 
S tre e t! W e have to  rem em ber, 
how ever, th a t W a ll S tdeet has an ­
o th e r th o u g h t in  m in d , beyond the 
C za ris t debts— and th a t  is  th e  fe a r 
o f seeing the  in c reas ing  pow er o f 
( lie  S ovie t U n ion ,

International Workers 
School Term Near

REGISTRATION
R e g is tra tio n s  to r  the  classes o f 

th e  in te rn a t io n a l W o rke rs  School 
are  ro l l in g  in . F rom  present signs 
the  m ax im u m  quotas fo r  some o f 
th e  classes m ay  be f ille d  before  the  
school o ff ic ia lly  opens, on F e b ru a ry  
18. R eg iste r im m e d ia te ly . Send 
fo r  the  school b u l le t ir .

CLASSES
The v a r ie ty  o f  classes m akes i t  

possib le  fo r  a i l  to ta ke  one o r  m ore 
courses. E le m e n ta ry  classes in ­
c lude  W o rke rs  P a r ty  Fundam enta ls , 
A  B  C o f  M a rx is m  and M a rx ia n  
Econom ics, A m e rican  h is to ry , A m ­
e rican  la b o r h is to ry . T he  course in  
T ra d e  U n ion  S tra te g y  and T a c tic s  
is  in tended  fo r  a c tiv e  tra d e  u n io n ­
is ts . T he  courses in  H is to ry  o f  the  
T h ree  In te rn a tio n a ls , P h ilosophy  o f 
M a rx is m  and th e  H is to ry  o f the 
R uss ian  R e vo lu tio n  a re  fo r  m ore 
advanced Comrades.

In v a lu a b le  fo r  m em bers o f the  
W o rk e rs  P a r ty  and Spartaeus 
Y o u th  League is  th e  class in  O r­
g a n iza tio n  P r in c ip le s  to  be g iven 
by M a r t in  A hern . N o te  th a t  th e  
tim e  o f  th is  c lass has been changed 
to  M onday evening, 7 to  8 :3 0  P.M .

F o r members o f th e  Spartaeus 
Y o u th  League and W o rke rs  P a r ty  
rep resen ta tives to  yo u th  c o m m it­
tees, th e  course on H is to ry  and 
P rob lem s o f th e  Y o u th  M ovem ent 
shou ld  be ve ry  va luab le .

SCHOLARSHIPS
Several scho la rsh ips  a re  be ing 

o ffered to  tra d e  un ion  loca ls , unem ­
p loyed g roups and branches o f  th e  
Spartaeus Y o u th  League. T o  de­
f ra y  th e  expense w e c a ll upon ou r 
fr ie n d s  to c o n tr ib u te  generously .

in te rn a t io n a l W o rke rs  School, a t 
2 W est 15th S treet. N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

(Introductory note by Joseph Zack)
T he  Food W o rk e rs  In d u s tr ia l 

U n ion  ( s p l it  o ff  in  1929 by th e  Com ­
m u n is t P a r ty  fro m  the  A m a lg a ­
m ated Food W o rk e rs ) s ta rte d  as 
an " id e a l”  R ed un ion . W ith  less 
th a n  2,000 m em bers i t  endorsed the 
C om m un is t p a r ty  and  addressed 
demands to  the  bosses th a t  cou ld  
n o t poss ib ly  be ob ta ined  w ith o u t 
the w id e s t o rg a n iz a t io n

T h is  p o lic y  b ro u g h t th e  u n ion  
close to  l iq u id a t io n . The  food  w o rk ­
ers w an ted  a u n io n ; by t ra d it io n  
and as a re s u lt  o f th e ir  experience 
w ith  th e  A m e rican  F e d e ra tion  o f 
Labor, they  w e re  in c lin e d  to  jo in  
an independent un ion . The  w r ite r ,  
then  secre ta ry  o f th e  T ra d e  U n ion  
U n ity  C ounc il, in  1931 tun icavored  
to  reorgan ize  the  u n ion  to  s u it  the 
needs o f th e  ra n k  and file . Ja ck  
R ub in  became secre ta ry .

T oday, w ith  the  C. P. s w in g in g  to 
th e  r ig h t ,  R u b in , a lo n g  w ith  G old, 
Potash and o thers , w a n ts  to  be in  
lin'e w ith  th e  p a r ty  o r perhaps a 
s tep o r tw o  ahead. In  the  nam e 
o f  f le x ib i l i t y  and p ra c t ic a b il ity ,  
th e y  a re  in tro d u c in g  class c o lla b o r­
a tio n  p o lit ic s  o f a k in d  fa m il ia r  in  
th e  A . F . o f L .— a p o lic y  as sure to 
ru in  I f in  i iu le n n n r le n t ' H i l ir 'n s  as tiie  
p o lic y  o f  R ed un ions  d id  before.

I t  is  ve ry  w e ll to  be p ra c t ic a l and 
to ta ke  advantage  o f q u a rre ls  be­
tw een bosses and la b o r fa k e rs — b u t 
n o t a t the  expense o f the w o rk e rs  
and th e  p res tige  o f th e  un ion . I f  
the  un ion  is  to  liv e  in  the  w o rk e rs ’ 
in te re s ts , th e  S ta lin is t  bureaucracy 
m ust bte h a lte d .

*  *  *

By a Group of Progressive Food 
Workers

M yste ry , te lephone conversa tions 
in  R u b in ’s office, conferences, m an­
euvers—-only the  (op  f ra c t io n  o f 
t i ie  C om m un is t P a r ty  is in  on the 
secrets, and n o t a i l  o f it .  Some o f 
these “ in s id e rs " th in k  R u b in  is 
c leve r— d e lica te  p o lit ic s  m u s t be 
p layed in  secret. O the rs  are  d is ­
sa tis fied . The  a c tiv e  ra n k  and file  
is  susp ic ious— a susp ic ion  th a t  m ay 
fla re  in to  a h u rrica n e .

On th e  o th e r s ide o f the  a llia n ce , 
C on lcher and Co. do q u ite  a b it  o f 
ta lk in g  w h ich  jie rco la te s  dow n to  
the masses ns ru m o r. T o  ca lm  the 
class-conscious e lem ent, the  m y s te r­
ies are f in a lly  theo rize d  in to  a 
"u n ite d  f r o n t ”  A nd  since the re  
a re  s t i l l  some doubts, S tac lie l, o f  
the  C. I ’ . P o lit ic a l B u reau , is 
b rough t to  the C e n tra l Opera H ouse 
m ee ting  (D oc. 17, 1934) to  decla re  
it. "ko sh e r”

Wliat is this United Front?
T he  “ u n ite d  f r o n t "  th a t S toche l 

(toasts about is a “ gen tlem en ’s u n ­
d e rs ta n d in g ”  beh ind closed doors, 
between R ub in , S tac lie l, C ou lcher, 
P iiicns  G o ldste in  and Co., o ffic ia ls  o f 
A. F . o f L . Loca ls  302 and 10 and 
th e  In d u s tr ia l U n ion . The  ra n k  and 
f i le  know  ve ry  l i t t l e  a b o u t it .

W hy? Because i t  is  a shady, u n ­
p rin c ip le d  a llia n c e  between the 
leaders o f the Food W o rke rs  In d u s ­
t r ia l  U n ion  and one o f the  ra c k e t­
ee ring  gangs in  the  food  in d u s try  
in  co n tro l o f  L o ca ls  10 and 302, 
hand in  hand w i t l i  the  new M e tro ­
p o lita n  bosses’ assoc ia tion  in  th e  
ca fe te ria  a m i re s ta u ra n t trade .

T h is  racke t in to  w h ich  the  In ­
d u s tr ia l U n ion  go t hooked th ro u g h  
R u b in  and  S tuche l cou ld  n o t stand 
d a y lig h t because i t  is n o t in  the 
in te re s ts  o f th e  w o rke rs .

C. P. “Unity” In  1935
L e t us exam ine  a b it  th e  u n ite d  

f ro n t  a llie s  o f R u b in  and S tac lie l. 
R adek and C oulcher, A. F . o f L . 
leaders o f  L oca l num ber 10, d u r ­
in g  th e  gfeneral ho te l s tr ik e  in  1933 
to o k  ou t an  in ju n c t io n  a g a in s t the 
A m a lgam a ted  Food W orke rs . I t  is 
na ive  to  suppose th a t sudden ly  
they  have tu rn e d  honest la b o r lead ­
ers, w o rk in g  fo r  u n i t y !

W e also know  th a t  J..T. W illia m s  
and P incus H . G o ldste in , o ffic ia ls  
o f the  In d u s tr ia l U n ion , a f te r  get- 
o f A, F. o f L . L o ca l 302, a f te r  ge t­
t in g  w h a t they  w an ted  th re e  
m onths ago forced th e ir  m em bers 
back to  w o rk  under o ld  co nd itions  
in  sp ite  o f  the  fa c t th a t  the bosses 
had conceded the  m a jo r ity  o f the 
s tr ik e rs ’ demands.

O n ly  a yea r ago these offica ls e x ­
pe lled  12 oppos ition  m em bers who 
ca rr ie d  o u t ins ide  the  A. F. o f L . 
the  m a jo r  p a rt o f  th e  In d u s tr ia l 

U n io n ’s p rog ram . In  sho rt, beg in­

n in g  w ith  1929 and c o n tin u in g  to  a 
fe w  m on ths ago, W illia m s  and 
G o lds te in  acted as open s tr ik e  
b reake rs  fo r  the bosses’ assoc ia tion  
in  th e  ca fe te r ia  in d u s try .

Ju les M a r t in  w ho  a c ts  as a p o l i t i ­
c ia n  beh ind  th e  scenes fo r  th e  new  
M e tro p o lita n  bosses’ assoc ia tion , 
and is  the  re a l th e o re tic ia n  and in -  
sp ire r  o f  th is  u n ite d  f ro n t,  is  one 
o f  th e  b ig  c a p ita lis ts  in  th e  trade . 
D ave  K ru m h o lz , o rg a n ize r fo r  th e  
M e tro p o lita n , is  h is  lie u te n an t.

These, then, a re  R u b in ’s a llie s .
E ve ry  p rog ress ive  w o rk e r  in  the  

lo o d  in d u s try  know s th a t  th e  o r ­
gan ize rs  o f Loca ls  16 and 302 a re  
connected w ith  the  D u tc h  S ch u ltz  
mob.

i t  is  a lso an estab lished  fa c t  th a t  
in  A p r i l ,  1933, the  books o f L o ca l 
302 showed th a t  $2,500 w as tu rn e d  
ove r to  J u le s  M a r t in , w h o  w o rked  
bund in  hand w ith  D u tc h  S chu ltz , 
a f te r  a confertence between the  gang 
and L o ca l 302 o ffic ia ls  in  a m id to w n  
ho te l. T o  th is  ( lay  spec ia l m o n th ly  
taxes are  co llected  in  L o c a l 302 
w h ic h  go d ire c t ly  to  the  gang.

The new M e tro p o lita n  C a fe te ria  
and R e s ta u ra n t A sso c ia tio n  is  th e  
o ffs p r in g  o f th is  a llia n ce  between 
A . F . o f L . o ffic ia ls  and gangsters. 
I t  w as th e  o ld  U n ite d  bosses’ asso­
c ia tio n  w h ic h  in sp ired  the  c rea tio n  
o f Loca l 302 in  .1929 in  o rd e r to  
b re a k  the  ca fe te ria  s tr ik e  led by t iie  
A m a lg a m a te d  Food W o rke rs . The  
un ions created by the old associa­
t io n  a rc  now  used by th e  D u tc li 
S chu ltz  c row d  to  te rro r iz e  th e  boss­
es in to  jo in in g  th e  new MetTO]>oIi- 
tan  assoc ia tion , w ith  an in it ia t io n  
fee o f  $500 up. In to  th is  u n h o ly  a l­
liance , t i ie  leaders  o f The In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion  have entered.
How the “Unity” Works in Practice

The o ld  U n ited  basses’ associa­
tio n , w h ich  was w o rk in g  w ith  the  
o ffic ia ls  o f t i ie  In te rn a t io n a l U nion 
o f H .R .B .D .A . is be ing b roken  up 
by t i ie  m a n ip u la tio n s  o f the  D u tc h  
S chu ltz  gang and Ju les M a r t in , w ho 
w a n t to  get th e  real- g ra vy  fo r  
them selves and keep the  In te rn a ­
tio n a l un ion  out. By g e tt in g  con­
tro l o f  la b o r, and  th ro u g h  i t ,  o f  
the., bosses’ assoc ia tion , th e y  expect 
to  w o rk  th ’e ra cke t bo th  w ays, a t 
the expense c h ie fly  o f Hie w orkers .

W hat can you  w o rke rs  th in k  o f 
the un ited  f r o n t  p o lic y  o f the C.P. 
i f  i t  can so e a s ily  become a cover 
fo r  thesb m aneuvers? Some w i l l  
say, Beal am ong, them , w h a t do we 
care as long  as we get som eth ing  
out o f  i t?  N ow  Beal, a leader o f 
th e  top  fra c t io n , d a r lin g  o f the 
m obste rs w ho w as repea ted ly  
brought, up  on charges o f  c o rru p t 
p ractices, and w h ite w a sh e d — Bea l 
gets som eth ing  o u t o f i t .  B u t how  
about th e  w o rke rs?

Some Pertinent Questions
Is  i t  n o t a fa c t th a t  in  the S her­

man C a fe te ria  se ttlem en t, th e  exact 
te rm s o f  w h ich  a re  n o t kn o w n  to  
t i ie  ra n k  and file , the  fo llo w in g  
co nd itions  e x is t :

1. T iie  wages o f  the  w o rke rs  
e a rn in g  $14 to $16 per week have 
no t been increased in  sp ite  o f  the 
fa c t th a t th e y  are  fa r  below  s ta n d ­
a rd  ?

2. Those w ho w orked  d u r in g  the 
s tr ik e  and w ere  accepted in to  th e  
un ion  a fte rw a rd  a re  keep ing  th e ir  
jobs- w h ile  the  m ilita n ts  am ong  the  
s tr ik e rs  are. be ing weeded o u t one 
by one? T hu s  fa r  the  u n io n  has 
done n o th in g  about i t .

p ra c t ic a lly  a t  w i l l ,  an d  g ra d u a lly  
a l l  companies “ p ro te c te d ”  by  th e  
M e tro p o lita n  assoc ia tion  are  be ing  
a llo w e d  th is  p riv ile g e?

4. As soon as th e  S herm an C a f­
e te ria s  b roke  w ith  th e  o ld  U n ite d  
associa tion  and jo in e d  th e  M e tro ­
p o lita n , th e  s tr ik e  was ca lled  o ff by 
th e  u n io n  w ith  a 90-day p e riod  fo r  
nego tia tions?

C ons id e rin g  th e  past o f C ou lche r 
a n d  Co., w o u ld  i t  n o t be fa ir  to  
a llo w  th e  ra n k  and file  to  decide 
w h e th e r i t  w a n ts  th is  k in d  of a 
u n ite d  fro n t?

W h a t a b o u t th e  recen t S ilv q r  
C a fe te r ia  se ttle m e n t, w hereby the  
shops a re  be ing  d iv id e d  50-50 be­
tw een the  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  and  its  
a llies?  Is  th is  a p o lic y  o f u n it in g  
the  w o rke vs in to  one un ion, o r  is 
i t  a process o f sys te m a tic  d iv is io n  
in to  tw o  un ions w ith  th e  bosses 
p la y in g  one a g a in s t th e  o th e r and 
th e  bu re a u c ra ts  m aneuve ring  the  
w o rke rs , each g roup  b la m in g  its  
s ins on the  o ther?

I f  these a re  th e  m ethods, have we 
no t a r ig h t  to  suspect th e  purpose 
fo r  w h ich  th e  specia l m o n th ly  taxe.s 
a rc  be ing  co llec ted  in  th e  In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion?  Is  i t  n o t fo r  th e  same p u r ­
pose fo r  w h ich  the A . F . o f  L . L o ca l 
302 co lle c te d  a $2 m o n th ly  w o rk  
tu x?  W h y  don ’t  we ge t a re g u la r  
and aboveboard accounting?

T he  s tra n g lin g  o f  in n e r dem ocra ­
cy goes hand in  hand w ith  such p o l­
it ic s . Food w o rke rs , be on g u a rd !

W H A T  T O  A TTE N D

Philadelphia
Feb. 10, Sunday, 8 P.M ., G rand 

F ra te rn ity  B u ild in g — Open F o ru m : 
“ W i l l  Fascism  come to the  U. S.?”  
S peaker: Sol Feinstone.

Allentown
Feb. 23, S a tu rda y , <S P .M .— C a rd  

P a rty , Ausp ices W o rke rs  P a rty . A t  
9 th  W ard  U nem ployed League H a ll,  
14 No. 4t.li S treet-

New York City
Feb. 9, S a tu rda y , 8 P .M .— H ouse­

w a rm in g  P a r ty , H a rle m  b ranch , 29 
W est 120th St., co r. Lenox Ave.

Feb. 10, Sunday, 3 P .M .-...“ Com ing
S tr ik e  S tru g g les  in  Steel, A u to  and 
R ubber.”  S peaker: A . J. M uste, re ­
ce n tly  re tu rn e d  fro m  a n a tio na l 
to u r.

Feb. 15, F rid a y  even ing, L a b o r 
Tem ple, 14th St. and 2nd Avenue. 
F o rum . Ausp ices, B ra n ch  No. 1.

Feb. 15, F r id a y , 8 P .M .— John S. 
W rig h t (,, “ Do the  W orke rs  Need 
a L a b e ' P a r ty ? "  B oro  P a rk  B r., 
1281 49th S treet, B ro o k ly n .

Feb. 16, S a tu rda y  n ig h t,  G erm an­
ia  H a ll,  Red C aba re t and Dance. 
A n  in te re s tin g  p rog ram  has been 
a rranged . G et y o u r t ic k e ts  in  ad ­
vance and save 25 cents. Sec ad 
in  th is  issue.

Feb. 17, Sunday, 2 :30  P .M ., I r v ­
in g  P laza— Debate on “ W h ich  P ro ­
g ram  fo r  A m erican  L a b o r? ”  Speak­
e rs : A. J. M uste  and Ja y  Lovhstone.

PHILA D ELPHIA  
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH  

B ENEFIT FUND, Inc.

GRAND BALL
and

Entertainment
N a tu re  F rie n d s  - P u lje r ’s O rchestra  
U n ite d  W o rkm e n ’s S in g in g  Societies

Saturday Feb. 16th
KENSINGTON LABOR LYCEUM  

2915-24 North Second St.
C ontinuous D a n c in g  - 2 O rchestras 

P ro g ra m  begins a t 7 :30 PJM. 
Admission 25c, Including Wardrobe

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  W ORKERS S C H O O L
First Year—Winter 1935. Beginning Feb. 18, 1935

MONDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.—Workers Party Fundamentals—B. Borkeson 
MONDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.—Organizational Principles—M. Abern. 
MONDAY, 8:40-10:00 P.M.— Elementary English—F. Becker 
MONDAY, 8:40-10:10 P.M.-—American History—Felix Morrow. 
WEDNESDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.— Marxian Economics (vol. 1 )— H. Oehler 
WEDNESDAY, 7-8-30 P.M.—American Labor History—A. J. Muste. 
WEDNESDAY, 8:40-10:10 P.M.—History of the Three Internation­

als—M. Shachtman.
THURSDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.—Trade Union Strategy and Tactics—A. 

Swabeck.
THURSDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.— Philosophy of Marxism—Grote.
FRIDAY, 7-8:30 P.M.—History and Problems of the Youth Move­

ment—N. Gould.
FRIDAY, 8:40-10:10 P.M.—A B C of Marxism—Jack Weber. 
FRIDAY, 8 :40—10:10 P.M.—History of the Russian Revolution— 

Wm. Duncan.
Ten sessions for each course; one evening a week.
Fees: $2.00 per course, payable in three installments: $1 at time 1 

of registration, and two 50c installments within 3 weeks.
The International (Workers School is ready to give any additional 

classes if a minimum of fifteen workers request it. For further 
information regarding the school, get in touch with Joseph Carter, 
School Administrator, at 2 West 15th Street, New York City.
. , . ------ -- ----------------- , ........ . —

3. The  com pany h ires  and fires
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G A M E S D R IN K S S U P P E R

’ CCD* CAEARET & DANCE
Dance Numbers, Singing and other Entertainment

M A X  S H A C H T M A N , M as te r o f  Cerem onies

Saturday, February 16th 9  p.m

G E R M A N IA  H A L L

144 East 16th St., near 3rd Ave.

In  advance 49c At the door 75c

T ic k e ts  a t In te rn a t io n a l W o rk e rs  School, 2 Wtest 15 th  S t., N . Y. C.

y V'l r i u m B t w  i m  oi

. .$2.75 
. 1.25

The PIONEER PUBLISHERS
announces the publication of two new pamphlets 

“THE KIROV ASSASSINATION”
B y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y  

(The first time in English)

SOME RECENT BOOKS
Correspondence o f M a rx  and Engels ............................................
M a rx , E nge ls  and M a rx ism , by Len in  ....................................
Feuerbach (new , revised e d it io n )  ...............................................................75

BOOKS BIY LEON TROTSKY
H is to ry  o f th e  R ussian R e v o lu tio n  (R eg. $10 .00 ).................... ..$8 .50
M y L ife  (R eg. $5.00) .................................................................................... 2.50
L e n in  ........................................................   1.00
W h ith e r  E ng land  ? ..........................................................................    1.00
W li i th e r  Russia? (T o w a rd s  S oc ia lism  o r  C a p ita lis m ) ................  1.00
P rob lem s o f  th e  Chinese R e v o lu tio n  ......................................................  1.00
W h a t N e x t fo r  G erm any?  ......................................... Paper 35c; c lo th  .65
T he  O n ly  Road fo r  G erm any .................. ............... Paper 2 5c ; c lo th  .65
C om m unism  and S y n d ic a lis m  .............  15
S ov ie t E conom y in  D ange r ............................................................................... 10
In  D efense o f t i ie  R ussian  R e v o lu t io n  .............................................  .05
T he  S panish R e vo lu tio n  in  D a n g e r ............................................................... 15

96 F ifth  Avenue, N. Y. C.

la lis m  fro m  the p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu -

St. Louis S ocialist Finds  
Workers Party Is Realistic

SP is Hopeless, He Says —In N. Y., E. Martin Leaves 
Weisbord Group To Join W . P.

Credits fo r Russia -- A 
Slogan fo r U. S. Labor



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1935 new  jrauiTA irr PAGE 3

Late Episodes in Kirov Assassination Analyzed by Trotsky
A T R IA L  BALANCE OF  

THE STALIN A M A LG A M
By LEON TROTSKY

C o n d itio n s  now  p e rm it us to  'elu­
cidate1 b r ie f ly  th e  la te s t episodes o f 
the  in v e s tig a tio n  re la t in g  to  the  
assassination o f K iro v  as w e ll as 
th e  am algam s (o r  m ore e xa c tly , 
se rit's  o f am a lgam s) in te rw o ve n  
w ith  th is  a ffa ir .

1. T he  m yste rious consul has 
now  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a L a tv ia n  
c o n s u l: o u r suppos ition  th a t  a p e tty  
consul o f a t in y  n a tio n  w o u ld  be 
chosen fo r  the  am a lgam  has been 
fu l ly  con firm ed . H ow e ve r, i t  be­
came necessary to  name the  consul 
— obv ious ly  because o f d ip lo m a tic  
pressure— and th is  necessity th re a t­
ened to b la s t th e  a m a lg a m : fo r, 
w ho w ou ld  be lieve th a t  a consu l o f 
L a tv ij i is the o rg a n ize r o f w o rld

in te rv e n tio n  aga in s t the  U.S.S.R. A  
new ve rs ion  had to  be fo u n d : the 
L a tv ia n  consul w as, as a m a tte r  o f 
fa c t, th e  a gen t o f H it le r .  Q u ite  
possible. B u t how  th e n  to  connect 
T ro ts k y  w ith  H it le r?  S ta lin  d id  
n o t even a tte m p t to  p ro v id e  an ex­
p la n a tio n . H e  le f t  h is  h ire lin g s  
abroad to  e x tr ic a te  them se lves as 
best they cou ld . B u t  the  h ire lin g s  
a re  incapab le  o f  g iv in g  m ore  th a n  
n a tu re  has endow ed th e m  w ith .

W HY WAS ZINOVIEV  
ARRESTED?

2. T he  Z in o v ie v  g ro u p  w as a r  
rested in  connection w ith  th e  K iro v  
assassination. Y e t th e  in d ic tm e n t 
does n o t so m uch as le t o u t a peep 
concern ing  a s in g le  one o f th e  Z in  
ov iev is ts  a rre s te d  in  Moscow. B u t

O p e n  L e t t e r
To All Members, Friends and Sympathizers:

T w o  m on ths ago the W o rke rs  P a r ty  o f the IT. S. wa.s launched  
th ro u g h  a m erger o f  the A m e rican  W o rk e rs  P a r ty  a n d  th e  Com munist. 
League o f A m e rica . T h is  la u n c h in g  w as g ree ted  w ith  g rea t en thus iasm  
in New Y o rk  by a mass m ee ting  o f m ore  th a n  one th o usa n d . Subse­
q u e n tly  the  same expression  o f en thusiasm  w as repo rted  a t the  M nste - 
Oannon m eetings th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  however, th is  en thus iasm  has not as yet expressed 
its e lf  concre te ly  in m a te r ia l assistance.

A t its  firs t m ee ting  a f te r  th e  m erg e r, the  N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o u t­
lin e d  a P ro g ra m  o f A c tio n  co n s is tin g  o f 11 po in ts , some o f  w h ich  have 
been p a r t ia l ly  executed as fo llo w s :

PROGRAM OF ACTION 
Tasks:

1, Double the Party membership in six months.
Achievements:

G ains made in  New Y o rk  C ity . M in ne a p o lis  an d  B oston  a lm ost 
doubled. P h ila d e lp h ia  increased by te n ; a lso  C h icago and I,os Angeles. 
R eports  fro m  o th e r branches no t in  yet.

2. Raise $5,000 in sixty days.
O nly  about, 35 percen t ra ised  th u s  fa r .
3 and 4. Build tllie circulation of the New Militant, amli the New 

International.
A  s ix -m o n th s  cam pa ign  fo r  each o f the p u b lic a tio n s  vs now  in  p ro ­

gress. Lack o f funds  g re a tly  h a m p e rin g  Ithe p ro m o tio n  w o rk .
5. Organize two coast to coast tours and two as far west as 

Minneapolis and Kansas City.
M uste  and Cannon ju s t  com ple ted  a sh o rt to u r. Response ve ry  good 

but, lin a u e ia l re tu rn s  o n ly  su ffic ie n t to  cover th e ir  expenses. Aa soon as 
su ffic ien t fu n ds  a re  on band, an o th e r n a t io n a l to u r  w i l l  be o rgan ized.

6. Establish Party concentration district organizers in Newr York, 
Clticago, Pittsburgh, Detroit, the Anthracite and textile aiieia of New 
Jersey and Eastern Pai. and the South.

T w o  o rgan ize rs  w ere sent, to  D e tro it  and have been m a in ta in e d  on 
a m in im u m  basis u n t i l  they cou ld  ge t w o rk  I n  a u to m o b ile  shops so as 
to  become roofed in  th e  in d u s try  and th e re fo re  mode e ffe c tive  in  th e ir  
w o rk . One o rgan ize r is  be ing  m a in ta in e d  in  th e  s ilk  a rea  o f N . J . and 
E aste rn  Pa. C h icago  is  g e tt in g  a fu l l  t im e  organ izter and one is m a in ­
ta ined  in  th e  steel section.

7. Drganize a national Party educational system—Including the 
first semester of a resident school in New Y’ork.

The New Y o rk  res iden t school begins F e b ru a ry  18, w ith  tw e lv e  
courses scheduled. P lans fo r  a n a tio n a l t r a in in g  school f o r  w o rk e rs  to  
begin M ay 1 i f  th e  funds p e rm it, have been com pleted. T h e  te rm  is  to  
be e ig h t weeks w ith  scho la rsh ips  to  20 d if fe re n t u n its  o f  th b  P a r ty . 
M ain tenance  per s tuden t w i l l  cost a bou t $5 a week. A nyone  p a r t ic u la r ly  
in te res ted  in  th is  phase o f  o u r w o rk , can c o n tr ib u te  fo r  i t  and the  fu n ds  
w j l l  he kept, fo r  th a t spec ific  purpose.

8. Publication of at least one popular agitational pamphlet pen 
month, elaborating some point in the Declaration of Principles or deal­
ing with some urgent political question of the day.

T he  f ir s t  o f  th is  series in  p re p a ra tio n  is a p a m p h le t b y  Leon T ro t ­
sky, on th e  K ir o v  assassina tion . L a c k  o f funds has made i t  Im possib le  
to  get out. o th e rs  d e a lin g  w ith  A m e rican  problem s, such as th e  tra d e  
un ion  and the  unem ployed  .questions. Send y o u r  c o n tr ib u t io n  fo r  th is  
fund , and the  P a r ty  prom ises a t least th re e  pam ph le ts  to  fo llo w  in  
q u ick  succession.

9. Build and consolidate a National Youth Organization,
'I’ lte  P a r ty  lia s  a p p ro p r ia te d  a subs idy  fo r  th is  w o rk  and the Y o u th  

rep o rts  progress— slo w  b u t sure.
10. Help to launch an organization of the Left-progressive wing 

in the trade unions.
P rogress made, b u t p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  canno t he g iven  a t th is  tim e. 

In  M in ne a p o lis  how ever, d e fin ite  steps have been taken  fo r  the  c o n s ti­
tu t io n  o f a “ n a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  o f  m il i ta n t  and progressive  un ion  
fo rces” , as ind ica ted  in  a re s o lu tio n  adopted a t  a conference o f th e  
N o rth w e s t U n ity  Conference, co n s is tin g  o f 50 delegates rep resen ting  
10,000 w o rke rs . T he  conference m et a t th e  headqua rte rs  o f D r iv e rs  
Loca l 574. T he re  a re  o th e r p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r  th is  w o rk  in  o th e r  pa rts  o f 
the  c o u n try . B u t w ith o u t, th e  necessary funds, even th is  p o in t o f o u r 
P ro g ra m  w i l l  rem a in  on paper on ly .

11. Extend and strengthen the National Unemployed League—and 
work toward united action by the unemployed and Anal unification in 
one solid organization.

On th is , th e  fin a l p o in t o f o u r P ro g ra m  w e can re p o rt th a t  the  N U L  
has decided to  issue a w eekly paper w h ich  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be w illed  
F R E E D O M 'S  ( 'A L L  w ith in  tw o  weeks. A  num ber o f  o u r com rades are 
the  le a d in g  fo rce  in  th is  o rg a n iza tio n , and  a re  g iv in g  good account o f 
th e ir  a c t iv it ie s  in  O h io , P ennsy lvan ia , th e  sou th -w e s te rn  sta tes fro m  
Kansas to  Texas and in  the deep S outh . Im ag ine  w h a t cou ld  be done 
w ith  a fe w  m ore  d o lla rs !

Every Party member who is employed is pledged to pay two days’ 
pay toward the Party Foundation Fund and every unemployed member 
a minimum of twenty-five cents.

How much can we expect from every sympathizer?
T he  P ro g ra m  o f A c tio n , good as i t  is, w i l l  rem a in  on paper on ly , 

un less we ra ise  th e  f u l l  $5,000.
I f  you  have no t y e t m ade y o u r c o n tr ib u tio n , o r i f  you can m ake an 

a d d it io n a l one, w o n ’t  you  do i t  T O D A Y ?  H e lp  rea lize  th e  p rog ram  in  
fu l l .  You m ay m ake y o u r c o n tr ib u t io n  fo r  any specia l p o in t and the 
funds  w i l l  be used acco rd in g  to  y o u r w ishes.

OUR NEEDS— CONCRETELY
W e need a t  least $300 in  th e  tre a s u ry  be fo re  w e can beg in  to  o r ­

gan ize a coast to  coast to u r :  $40 pe r s tu d e n t before  we can o ffe r  any 
sch o la rsh ip s ; $100 fo r  the  n e x t p a m p h le t; $200 fo r  the  m ain tenance  o f 
five  f ie ld  o rgan ize rs  fo r  the  n e x t tw o  m o n th s ; and  a fe w  hun dre d  d o lla rs  
to  execute the  o th e r po in ts  in  the  P ro g ra m . W e w il l  how ever fee l con­
te n t i f  o u r sym pa th ize rs  c o n tr ib u te  these im m ed ia te  sums. T he  res t o f 
th e  money w i l l  come fro m  o u r  ow n mdmbers.

We plead with you—help us NDW. Don’t delay. F ill In blank below.
(Space does n o t p e rm it a re p o rt o f  the rece ip ts  th is  week. A  fu l l  

re p o r t w i l l  appear n e x t w eek.)

W o rke rs  P a r ty  o f th e  IT. g,
2 W est 15th S tree t 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

Enclosed find  $ .................... to  he lp
f u l f i l l  th e  P ro g ra m  o f A c tio n , es­
p e c ia lly  p o in t N o.................

N a m e .............................................................

Address ................................. ......................

C ity  ...............................................................

EVERY FRIEN D , 

EVERY SYMPATHIZER  

AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT  

That Is Our Aim.

w h y  then  are  they  a rrested?  The 
fo re ig n  lackeys now  besm irch  Z in o ­
v ie v  w ith  m ud as sham elessly as 
in  1923-25 they  c raw le d  on th e ir  
b e llie s  before  h im .

3. W h a t charge, p o lit ic a l ly ,  m ay 
be b ro u g h t a g a in s t Z ino v ie v , K a m ­
enev and th e ir  fr ie n d s?  T h e ir  ca p ­
itu la t io n .  B y  th is  ac t o f p o lit ic a l 
cow ard ice , th e y  d rove  th e  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  y o u th  in to  a b lin d  a lle y . 
The  yo u th  has been le f t  w ith o u t 
perspectives. A t  the  same tim e, 
under th e  ponderous l id  o f  b u re a u ­
c ra tis m  the  y o u th  is n o t p e rm itte d  
to  th in k , liv e , o r brea the . Undter 
p rec ise ly  such co n d itio ns  a re  te r ­
r o r is t  moods bred. O n ly  the g ro w th  
o f genuine Bo lshevism , on a w o r ld  
scale, can in s t i l  new  hopes in to  the 
S ovie t R evo lu tionary  y o u th  and 
sa feguard  i t  fro m  ta k in g  the road  
o f despa ir and adve n tu rism .

1926 PLATFORM OF 
RUSSIAN OPPOSITION CITED

4. T he  gap between the  te r r o r is t  
g ro u p  and Z inovi'ev and h is  fr ien d s  
was to be b ridged  by th e  “ p la t fo rm  
o f  the L e ft  O p p o s itio n ”  o f th e  yea r 
192(5. C it in g  one o f the  accused, 
w ho o b v io u s ly  m ou ths th e  fo rm u la  
o f the  G .P .li. e x a m in in g  m ag is tra te , 
th e  in d ic tm e n t p ro c la im s  th e  “ ideo­
lo g ic a l”  .succession fro m  the  “ new 
o p p os ition ”  o f 1926 ( th e  Z in o v ie v  
fa c t io n )  to  the  N ic o la ie v  g roup . 
B u t lio w  to l in k  th is  up w ith  the 
consu l, in te rv e n tio n  and the te r ro r ­
is t act?

T he  "p la t fo rm "  o f 1926 has beten 
pub lished  in  every  language. The  
a t t itu d e  to w a rd s  th e  U.S.S.R. was 
th e re  set fo r th  w ith  exhaus tive  
c la r ity .  T he  lackeys, it is true , do 
no t have to  b o th e r iio n d e rin g  over 
th is . B u t class conscious w orkers , 
even a t  th is  da te , can p ro f it  m uch 
by a c q u a in tin g  themselves w ith  the 
1926 docum ent. Upon a cq u a in tin g  
them selves w ith  i t ,  th e y  w i l l  d ra w  
th e  specific  conclus ion  th a t w h ile  
the  bureaucracy d id  a p p ro p r ia te  the 
m ost p rog ress ive  measures fro m  
th e  p rog ram  i t  had v ilif ie d , the 
L e n in g ra d  te r ro r is ts  cou ld  never 
d e rive  fro m  th is  M a rx is t docum ent 
any ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  senseless ad ­
ve n tu rism .

5. T here  is a specific  h is to r ic a l 
s tencil to  th is  a tte m p t a t connecting  
the  L e ft  O ppos ition  w ith  the  idea 
o f in te rv e n tio n . In  1917, M iliu k o v , 
K e rensky  and Co. accused L e n in , 
T ro ts k y  and o th e r B o lshev iks  o f 
be ing agents o f  the  G erm an G ener­
a l s ta ff, and se rv ing  the  in te rv e n ­
t io n is t p lans o f th e  H ohe n zo lle rn . 
In  its  tim e , th is  m oron ic  ca lu m n y  
made a to u r  o f  the  e n tire  w o rld . 
S ta lin  has been unable  to  th in k  up 
a s ing le  new w o rd . H e  s la v is h ly  
Repeats the  h o a ry  ca lu m n y  about 
th e  leaders o f B o lshevism . H e  is 
o n ly  the  p u p il o f M iliu k o v  and K e r ­
ensky.

6. W hen, in  M arch  1917, I  was 
a rres ted  by the  B r i t is h  nava l a u ­
th o r it ie s  and  inca rce ra ted  in a con­
c e n tra tio n  cam p in  Canada, L e n in  
w ro te  in  P rem ia (N o. 34, A p r i l  
1 9 1 7 ):

“ Can one fo r  a m om ent be lieve 
in  the v e ra c ity  o f  the  d ispa tch  
w h ic h  the  B r i t is h  gove rnm ent has 
rece ived, and w h ich  p u rp o rts  th a t  
T R O T S K Y , th e  fo rm e r c h a irm a n  of 
th e  P e te rsbu rg  S ov ie t o f W o rke rs ’ 
D epu ties , in  1905; a re v o lu tio n is t, 
w h o  has u n s e lfis h ly  devoted h im ­
s e lf  fo r  decades to  th e  service o f 
th e  re v o lu tio n — th a t th is  m an is  in ­
vo lved  in  a p la n  subsid ized by the  
G erm an governm ent?  T h is  is  in ­
deed a de lib e ra te , and unh ea rd -o f, 
and unconscionab le  v i l if ic a t io n  o f 
a re v o lu t io n is t ! ”

These w ords  w ere w r it te n  be fo re  
I  jointed w ith  L e n in , p r io r  to  m y 
e lec tion  as ch a irm a n  o f the  R olshe- 
v ik  S ov ie t in  1917, p r io r  to  th e  
O ctober re v o lu tio n , th e  c iv i l  w a r, 
the c rea tio n  o f th e  T h ird  In te rn a ­
t io n a l, and the  fo u n d in g  o f the 
S ovie t sta te . Today, a f te r  a lapse 
o f e ighteen yea rs  no agents o f  B r i t ­
ish  counter-esp ionage, b u t S ta lin ­
is ts  are  repe a tin g  th is  ve ry  same 
“ de libe ra te , and unhea rd -o f, and 
unconscionable v il if ic a t io n  o f a re v ­
o lu t io n is t ! ”  T h is  s im p le  ju x ta p o ­
s it io n  revea ls best o f a l l  the  poison 
o f lies, v i l i f ic a t io n  and fra u d  w h ich  
the S ta lin is t bu reaucracy  is p o u r­
in g  in to  the  w o r ld  w o rk in g  class 
m ovem ent!

“WE DO NOT
BELIEVE TH E  INDICTM ENT”

7. T he  fou rte e n  w ho w ere ac­
cused in  connection  w ith  th e  K iro v  
assass ina tion  w ere  a ll shot. D id  
th e y  a ll  p a rt ic ip a te  in  th e  te r ro r is t  
ac t?  T he  in d ic tm e n t answ ers th is  
question  in  the  a ffirm a tive , b u t does 
n o t adduce even th e  sem blance o f 
p roo f. We do not believe the in­
dictment, W o have steen w ith  w h a t 
brazen and co w a rd ly  tendencious- 
ness i t  has in je c te d  th e  name o f 
T ro ts k y  in to  i t s  t e x t ; an ti how  de­
lib e ra te ly  i t  passes in  silence oVer 
w h a t happened to  th e  consu l’s p ro ­
voca tion  re g a rd in g  the “ le t te r ” .

i t  is m uch easier to  im p lic a te  in  
the  a f fa ir  a dozen o r  so I en ing rad  
Y.C.L.ters than  to  im p lic a te  T ro ts k y . 
W ho are  these Y .C .L .ers? W e do 
n o t know . T he re  is  n o t m uch d if f i­
c u lty  in  e xe cu ting  u n know n  Y .C .L. 
era. A m ong  the nu m b e r th e re  m u s t 
have a lso  oeen G.P.U. agents : the 
ve ry  ones w ho had a rranged  to  
b r in g  N ico la ie v  to g e th e r w ith  the 
“ consu l”  and  w ho had prepared  the 
am algam , b u t w ho, a t th e  la s t m o­
m ent, proved negligtent, and a llo w e d  
N ico la ie v  to  f ire  th e  fa ta l shot. The  
p h ys ica l e lim in a tio n  o f  these agents 
became necessary in  o rd e r to  re ­
m ove em b a rra ss in g  p a rt ic ip a n ts  in , 
and w itnesses o f  th e  am algam . B u t 
am ong those sho t the re  m ay  a lso

have been Y .C .L .e rs  w ho w ere s im ­
p ly  c r t ic a l ly  m inded. The  ta sk  o f 
the  am a lgam  was : to  te rro r iz e  com ­
p le te ly  the  you th , w h ic h  w as th ir s ­
t in g  fo r  independence, by show ing  
i t  th a t th e  s lig h te s t doub t about, 
the  d iv in e  blessings w h ic h  flo w  
fro m  S ta lin , o r a b o u t th e  im m acu­
la te  conception  o f K a g a n o v ich  
w o u ld  meet, he rea fte r, w ith  the 
same pena lty  as te r r o r is t  acts.

8. The  fo re ig n  agents o f the  G. 
P.U ., w ho  o ften  pass them selves o ff 
fo r  fr ie n d s  o f the  U.S.S.R., and  w ho 
com prom ise the  rea l fr ie n d s  o f the  
U.S.S.R., accuse everyone o f  be ing  
i i i  sym pa th y  w ith  ( !)  th e  te r r o r ­
is ts . w ho has a c r it ic a l a tt itu d e  to ­
w a rds  the  repressions w h ich  havte 
ta ke n  place. A  re v o lu t io n is t can 
fee l n o th in g  b u t con tem pt fo r  these 
to a d y in g  methods. I t  is  in d u b ita b le  
th a t  the  enemies and s te a lth y  op- 
ixw cn ts  o f th e  O ctober re v o lu tio n  
u til iz e  to  the u tm ost, f o r  th e ir  ow n  
a im s, the confused and c o n tra d ic ­
to ry  sta tem ents, ns w e ll as the 
sum m ary  measures o f repression. 
B u t th is  c ircum stance  shou ld  n o t 
a t a i l  im p e l us to  b lin d  ourselves 
to  the  d u a l rolte o f  th e  S ovie t b u ­
reaucracy, w h ic h , on the  one hand, 
gua rds ( in  i ts  ow n  fa sh io n ) the  
conquests o f  th e  O ctober re v o lu tio n  
aga inst th e  c lass enem ies; and 
w h ich , on the  o th e r hand, t ig e r is h ly  
defends its  ow n 'economic and p o li­
t ic a l p riv ile g e s  a g a in s t c r it ic is m s  
and p ro tests  by the  advanced w o rk ­
ers.

G.P.U. IS TOOL 
OF BUREAUCRACY

As a too l o f th e  bureaucracy, the 
G.P.U. d ire c ts  th e  w eapon o f te r ro r  
both aga in s t the  counter-R evolu­
tio n is ts , w ho  th re a te n  the  w o rk e rs ’ 
s ta le , and aga inst the  Y.C .L.ers 
w ho a re  d issa tis fied  w ith  the  abso­
lu t is m  o f the  u n co n tro lle d  bu reau­
cracy. Id e n t ify in g  its e lf  w ith  the  
w o rk e rs ’ s ta te— in  accordance w i t l i  
the  ancient, fo rm u la , “ I am  the 
s ta te  !”  —- the b u re a u c ra tic  upper 
crust, p o rtra y s  the te r ro r  aga inst 
t lie  p a rty  and the  Y .C .L. as te rro r  
aga inst the co u n te r-re vo lu tio n . 
T h is  is the ve ry  goal th a t the  veno­
m ous am algam s are in tended to 
achieve.

9. W h a t is here in vo lve d  is  n o t 
so m uch the  s tru g g le  o f the  Soviet 
bu reaucracy  a g a in s t T ro ts k y  and  
the  "T ro ts k y is ts ” ; b u t  th e  question  
o f the m o ra l a tm osphere  o f th e  
w o r ld  w o rk in g  class m ovem ent. The 
w ile  am a lgam  co n s tru c te d  a ro u n d  
the “ consu l”  who, a p p a re n tly , was 
in  the  s im u ltaneous em p loy o f  th re e  
governm ents, s tands to d ay  as one 
o f a num ber o f o rd in a ry  and  n o r ­
m a l measurtes u tiliz e d  by th e  S ta l­
in is t  b u reaucracy  in  th e  s tru g g le  
fo r  i ts  caste positions. In  1921, 
w a rn in g  h is m ost in t i jn a te  com rades 
aga ins t e lec ting  S ta lin  as genera l 
secre ta ry , L e n in  said, “ T h is  cook 
w i l l  p repa re  o n ly  peppery dishtes.”  
A t  th a t  tim e  the re  cou ld , o f course, 
be no reference as ye t to  th e  p o i­
soned dishes o f th e  am algam s. To 
w hom  uRe they be ing o ffe red  today?  
T o  th e  w o rke rs . The  S ta lin is ts  a re  
s y s te m a tic a lly  po ison ing  th e  w o r ld  
p ro le ta r ia n  vang ua rd  w ith  lies. Can 
the  in te re s ts  o f the w o rk e rs ’ s ta te  
poss ib ly  dem and th is?  N e ve r! B u t 
th is  is demanded by the  rapacious 
in te rests  o f the  u n co n tro lle d  b u ­
reaucracy, w h ic h  seeks to  g u a rd  a t 
a l l  costs its  p restige , i ts  pow er, 
and its  p riv ileges , by m eans o f  te r ­
ro r  aga in s t everyone in  th e  ran ks  
o f the  p ro le ta r ia t w ho th in k s  and 
c r it ic iz e s .

REAL DEVOTION TO SOVIET  
UNION MEANS STRUGGLE 
AGAINST BUREAUCRACY

]<). H ow eve r passionate  m ay be 
one’s devo tion  to the S ov ie t U n ion , 
i t  must, n o t be b lin d ;  o r  else i t  is  
w orth less. The  deve lopm en t o f the 
w o rk e rs ’ s ta te  proceeds th ro u g h  
co n tra d ic tio n s , in te rn a l and e x te r­
na l. T he  fo rm s  and th e  m ethods o f 
the  w o rk e rs ’ s ta te  have a lrea d y  
changed sevteral tim es, and they 
w i l l  con tinue  to change in  th e  f u ­
tu re . T he  b u re a u c ra tic  stage, fo r  
w h ic h  the re  were o b je c tive  causes, 
is exhausted.

Thte abso lu tism  o f the bu re a u ­
cracy  has become the g re a te s t b rake  
upon the  fu r th e r  c u ltu ra l and eco­
nom ic  g ro w th  o f t l ie  Soviets. The  
lackeys o f th e  bu reaucracy  wln> de­
i f y  its  reg im e p lay  a Reactionary 
ro le . T he  M a rx is ts — re v o lu tio n is ts  j 
set as th e ir  task  to  free  the  w o r ld  !

M A R C H  OF E V EN TS
By JACK WEBER

TH E PLUNDERING OF CHINA  

GERMANY—REARMED  

The Plundering of China
T he  sequence o f evtents in  the  

E a s t m akes p e rfe c tly  c lea r th a t  the 
d e n un c ia tio n  o f th e  W ash ing ton  
nava l tru c e  by Japan  w as m ere ly  a 
w ay o f  s e rv in g  no tice  to  th e  im ­
p e r ia lis ts  th a t  th e  m il i ta r is ts  of 
Japan in te n de d  to  go fo rw a rd  m ore 
ra p id ly  in  th e ir  p lu n d e r in g  o f 
C h in a ., T he  a t ta c k  on C lia h a r is  a 
fu r th e r  step in  the  enc irc lem e n t of 
C h ina  and advances the  Japanese 
a rm y  c loser to  In n e r M on g o lia  and 
thte ca ra va n  ro u te  a long  w h ich  
C h ina  m ig h t secure he lp  fro m  the 
S ov ie t U n ion . F o llo w in g  th e  brazen 
assa u lt on C hahar, th e re  come the 
“ conve rsa tions”  in  N a n k in g  be­
tw een Japanese M in is te r  A r iy o s h i 
and C h iang  K a i-S h e k . T he  demands 
m ade on th e  Chinese hangm an of 
th e  p ro le ta r ia t  a re  e xa c t re p e tit io n s  
o f some o f th e  no to rio u s  tw e n ty -o n e  
demands made in  ]915  w ith  th e  
purpose o f  re d u c in g  C h ina  to  the 
s ta tus  o f a Japanese co lony. China 
m ust w ith d ra w  fro m  the  League o f 
N a tio n s  (so th a t  i t  cannot appeal 
fo r  he lp  to  the  o th e r p o w e rs ), she 
m us t s u b s titu te  Japanese advisers 
in  p lace o f the Am terican and E u ­
ropean m il i ta ry ,  econom ic and e n ­
g in e e rin g  adv ise rs , the  Chinese 
a rm y  m ust be “ rem odeled”  and  a ll 
m il i ta r y  equ ipm en t bough t fro m  
Japan, M anehukuo  m u s t be recog­
nized, and th e  Chinese m u s t accept 
a new ra ilro a d  loan fro m  Japan. 
These a re  th e  demands made p u b lic .

In  a d d itio n  i t  is requ ired  th a t

p ro le ta r ia n  vang ua rd  fro m  tl ie  f a ­
ta l in fluence  o f the u n co n tro lle d  
b u re a u c ra tic  c lique, in  ord 'er subse­
q u e n tly  to  a id  th e  w o rke rs  In  the  
U.S.S.R. to  regenerate  the p a r ty  
and th e  Soviets, n o t by means of 
te r ro r is t  adventu res w h ic h  are 
doomted beforehand, b u t by  means 
o f  th e  c lass conscious mass m ove­
m en t a ila in s t ib u re a itc ra tfc  abso­
lu tis m .
J a n u a ry  12, 1935.

C h ina  see “ eye to  eye”  w ith  the 
Japanese m il i ta r is ts  in  rega rd  to  
th e  in te rn a t io n a l s itu a tio n  in  the  
F a r  E ast. T he  com ing  w a r  aga in s t 
th e  Soviet U n io n  is too close a t 
hand fo r  the N ippon genera ls  no t 
to seek in  advance to guaran tee  
themselves a g a in s t a tta c k  fro m  the 
rear. E ve ry  move made in  C hina 
thus  takes on the ch a ra c te r o f p re ­
p a ra tio n  fo r  the  w a r a g a in s t the 
w o rk e rs ’ state.

A Victory for Hitler
I t  was a foregone conc lus ion  th a t 

w ith  th e  com ing to  pow er o f H it le r  
in  G erm any, the  fasc is ts  w o u ld  com ­
mence a p ro g ra m  of rea rm am en t in  
v io la t io n  o f the  V e rsa ille s  T re a ty . 
F o r fasc ism , t l ie  o u tr ig h t  and m ost 
v io le n t fo rm  o f the  d ic ta to rs h ip  of 
finance c a p ita l, can o n ly  re ta in  
pow er n a t io n a lly  by w a g in g  w a r  in ­
te rn a t io n a lly  so as to  expand its  
m arke ts  and the reby preserve the 
decay ing  n a tio n a l ca p ita lism .

T lie  p ro tests o f t lie  powers v ic ­
to rio u s  in  the  last, w a r  fe l l  on dea f 
ears w h ile  H i t le r  proceeded w ith  
the  p rog ram  o f m ilita r is m  in  G er­
m any. At, f ir s t  q u ite  h idden, the  
w a r p re p a ra tion s  became m ore and 
m ore an open d ip lo m a tic  “ secret”  
th a t crea ted  co n s te rna tion  in  the 
chancelle ries o f F rance  and B r i t ­
a in . The  m ee ting  in  London be­
tw een the p rem iers  of these tw o  
co u n tr ie s  has resu lted  in  a substan­
t ia l  v ic to ry  fo r  H it le r .  F la n d in  has 
agreed w ith  the  B r it is h  to  abroga te  
the  a rm s clauses o f  th e  V e rsa ille s  
T re a ty , except, th a t  w h ich  ca lls  fo r  
the  d e m il ita r iz a t io n  o f the  le f t  
bank o f the R hine. G erm any w i l l  
have to  Rejoin the League fo r  th is  
fo rced  concession, a m eaningless 
gesture  w h ich  H it le r  w i l l  n o t find  
d if f ic u lt  to  m ake. H i t le r  can now  
devote h is  sole a tte n tio n  to  the  p re ­
p a ra tio n s  fo r  the a tta c k  on the 
S ovie t U n io n

W h a t e ffect a l l  th is  w i l l  have on 
the  re la tio n s  between S ovie t Russia 
and im p e r ia lis t  Fx-ance rem a ins to  
be seen. A l l  the  g rea t d ip lo m a tic  
v ic to rie s  o f L itv in o v — a t the ex­
pense o f th e  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t—  
m ay soon c rum b le  to  ashes.

The League Against W a r and Fascism
By JQHN WEST 

(Ed. Note: This is the third in 
Comrade West’s series of four 
articles on war. The last, “The 
United Front and War”, will ap­
pear in the next issue of the 
New Militant.)

* * *

D u r in g  th e  past yea r and a h a lf, 
t l ie  A m e rican  League A g a in s t W a r 
and Fascism  (w h ic h  is  th e  coun­
te rp a r t o f Leagues o rgan ized  in  
m any o th e r co u n trie s ) has Ween 
presented to th e  A m e rican  p u b lic  
as the  means fo r  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t 
and p re ve n tin g  w a r  and fasc ism . 
I ts  success in  e n lis t in g  p o p u la r 
su p p ort lias no t been conspicuous. 
Nevertheless, in  a n um ber o f  c itie s  
the League has made progress. A f ­
te r  a te m p o ra ry  lapse in  its  a c t iv i­
tie s , i t  has re-opened a v igo rous 
cam paign. W h a t a t t itu d e  a re  M a rx ­
is ts  to  take  to w a rd  th b  League? 
I t  is  essentia l to  be c le a r on th is , 
n o t m e re ly  so fa r  as th e  League i t ­
se lf is concerned, b u t w ith  fu r th e r  
reference to  any o rg a n iza tio n  o f 
th is  type.

T he re  a re  tw o  d iffe ren t, k in d s  o f 
a rg u m e n t advanced in  su p p o rt o f 
th e  League. T lie  f ir s t ,  w h ic h  is  the 
p o s itio n  o f th e  League its e lf  and o f 
i ts  sponsor, th e  C om m un is t P a rty , 
is  th a t  th e  League a c tu a lly  c o n s ti­
tu tes  the m ost e ffec tive  means fo r  
fig h tin g  w a r ( in  these a rtic le s  I  am  
not concerned w ith  the  f ig h t  aga ins t 
fa sc ism ). T he  second a rg u m e n t is  
p u t fo rw a rd  by those w ho  m a in ta in  
that, the  League, w h ile  n o t in  the 
fin a l a n a lys is  an e ffe c tive  means 
fo r  f ig h t in g  w a r, shou ld  be sup ­
po rted  because th ro u g h  i t  an “ ap ­
proach to  the m id d le  classes’’ is 
possible. On the a n t i-w a r  issue, i t  
is m a in ta in e d , re v o lu tio n is ts  can 
u n ite  w ith  mbmbers o f th e  m idd le  
class and can, th ro u g h  th is  means 
o f approach , g ra d u a lly  w in  them  to  
a llia n ce  w ith  t lie  re v o lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent.

B o th  o f these a rgum en ts  a re  p ro ­
fo u n d ly  and d isa s tro u s ly  m is taken .

T he  a rgum en t u s u a lly  heard 
against t l ie  le a g u e  is  th a t  th e  
League is dom ina ted  in  a m echan i­
ca l and sec ta rian  m anner by  the  
Communist. P a r ty . T hough  th is  a r ­
gum ent has some fox'ce, i t  is  fa r  
fro m  the  roo t o f the m a tte r. Even 
i f  m ech a n ica lly  dom ina ted  by the  
C om m unist P a rty , M a rx is ts  w o u ld  
have to  support and b u ild  the 
League i f  i t  a c tu a lly  w ere  an effec­
t iv e  in s tru m e n t ag a in s t w a r. W e 
m ust ana lyse fu r th e r .

TH E FALLACIES  
OF TH E  LEAGUE

To  begin w ith , c e rta in  o rg a n iza ­
t io n a l fe a tu re s  o f  th e  League m ust 
bte k e p t in  m in d : (1 )  I t  is  a per­
manent o rg a n iz a tio n ; (2 )  I t  pe r­
m its  and encourages individual 
membership; (3 ) I t  n o t m e re ly  ad­
vocates ce i-ta in  actions to  be ta k e n  
aga ins t w a r, b u t pu ts  fo rw a rd  a 
program a g a in s t w a r :  (4 )  T h is  
p ro g ra m  is  in  p a rt political— e.g. i t  
advocates, in  a confused w ay, th e  
a b o lit io n  o f  “ th e  p ro f it  system ” .

A  book w o u ld  bte needed to  m ake 
c lea r a l l  o f  th e  e rro rs  in  th e  con­
ception o f the  League. H ow ever, 
w ith  these o rg a n iza tio n a l fe a tu re s

In  m ind , I  s h a ll o u tlin e  c e rta in  o f 
the  ch ie f fa lla c ie s .

1. The League, in spite of the 
pretentious language of its publica­
tions, Is a pacifist organization.

I ts  fu n d a m e n ta lly  p a c ifis t ch a ra c ­
te r can be seen a t once in  th e  fa c t  
th a t  the  League a tte m p ts  to  iso la te  
the  s tru g g le  ag a in s t w a r, to  t re a t 
i t  as a “ sp e c ia l”  o r “ independen t”  
s trug g le , a p a rt fro m  th e  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  s trug g le  fo r  the  o v e rth ro w  
o f c a p ita lism  and the  es tab lishm en t 
o f a w o rke rs ’ s ta te . W h ile  i t  is 
tru e  th a t  in  c e rta in  c ircum stances, 
u n ite d  actions ag a in s t w a r, in v o lv ­
in g  va riou s  socia l g roups, a re  pos­
sib le, i t  is n o t and canno t be tru e  
th a t  M a rx is ts  can u nder any c i r ­
cum stances u n ite  in program 
ag a in s t w a r  w ith  an y  o th e r groups 
o r  in d iv id u a ls . W e have  a lrea d y  
seen th a t  the re  is  o n ly  one p ro g ra m  
fo r  the  s tru g g le  ag a in s t w a r— th e  
re v o lu tio n a ry  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  ov­
e rth ro w  o f c a p ita lis m ; and  to  th is  
p ro g ra m  o n ly  M a rx is ts  can  sub­
scribe.

In  a d d itio n  to  th e o ry , th'e a g ita ­
t io n  and a c t iv it ie s  o f the  League 
m ake p e rfe c tly  c le a r i ts  p a c if is t na ­
tu re . We fin d  the  same o ld  p a c ifis t 
hokum — loud  ye lps  fo r  “ d isa rm a ­
m en t” , su p p o rt o f th e  “ m u n itio n s  
in q u ir ie s ” , “ a n t i-w a r  pledgtes” , ca lls  
fo r  “ congressiona l in ve s tig a tio n s ” , 
and th e  rest. B roken  dow n  m in is ­
te rs  and  fake  lib e ra ls  fin d  them ­
selves im m e d ia te ly  a t hom e in  the 
Leagix'e, and are  pushed as its  m ost 
p ro m in e n t m em bers and speakers. 
F ig h t ,  the  m agazine o f  th e  League, 
pub lishes ju s t  the  k in d  o f  p ic tu re s  
and a rt ic le s  that, g e t across w ith  
the  W om en's C lub Peace Societies.

And like all pacifist organiza­
tions, the League is actually aid­
ing the development toward war. 
f t  obscures the analysis of the 
causes of war, diverts the real 
struggle against war into harm­
less channels, provides a salve for 
middle class consciences troubled 
by the horrors of war, and pre­
pares to leave the working class 
helpless—both ideologically and 
organizationally—when a war sit­
uation arises.

A t th a t tim e, the Leagute, b u i l t  
upon the  sandis o f vague pa c ifis t 
sen tim en t instead o f class o rg a n iz ­
a tio n , w i l l  be tilow n  a w a y  by one 
p u ff fro m  the  c a p ita lis t  s ta te . I ts  
preachers and lib e ra ls  w i l l  take  
the  s tu m p  fo r  th e  governm ent, re- 
c r ix it in g  the masses to th e  new  w a r  
“ to  end a ll  w a rs ”  o r  “ defend th e  
shores o f o u r sacred la n d ”  o r  w h a t­
ever i t  m ay be.

2. The League is a horrible par­
ody of the united front as Marxists 
understand the united front.

The u n ite d  f ro n t ,  p ro p e r ly  u n d e r­
stood, is  a ta c t ic  w he re b y  w o rk in g  
class and a t  tim es c e rta in  m id d le  
class o rgan iza tio n s , d if fe r in g  in  
p rog ram , Nevertheless u n ite  on ce r­
ta in  specific action» upon w h ic h  a l l  
a i’e ‘ agreed, w h ile  re ta in in g  th e ir  
f u l l  o rg a n iz a tio n a l and p ro g ra m ­
m a tic  independence. T h e re  is  no  
such th in g  as a pe rm anent u n ite d  
fro n t,  no r a “ u n ite d  f ro n t  in  p ro ­
g ra m ” . H o w  cou ld  therte be? T he re  
is  n o th in g  in  com m on betweeh th e  
M a rx is t  p ro g ra m  a g a in s t w a r  o r  on 
any o th e r im p o r ta n t issue. and the

p rog ram  o f any o th e r g roup  o r in ­
d iv id u a l. T he  one p o s s ib ility  o f 
“ u n io n ”  is on specific ac tions. N o r 
can a  M a rx is t  p a rty  jo in  in  a pe r­
m anent u n ite d  f ro n t,  w h ic h  w ou ld  
necessarily  mtean g iv in g  up  o rgan ­
iz a tio n a l independence.

3. The League involves a com­
plete misunderstanding of the re­
lation of the working class to the 
middle class.

I t  dotes n o t rep resen t a un ited  
f r o n t  w ith  m id d le  class g roups and 
in d iv id u a ls , b u t a c a p itu la tio n  to  
the  m id d le  class. T h e  p rog ram , 
a c tiv it ie s , and a g ita tio n  o f the 
League a re  p rec ise ly  th e  p rog ram , 
a c tiv it ie s , and a g ita tio n  o f  m idd le  
class pac ifism , and a t  a va s t p o li­
t ic a l d is tance  fro m  M a rx ism . In  
any co rre c t u n ite d  f r o n t  w ith  m id ­
d le  class in d iv id u a ls  and groups, 
the  w o rk in g  class goes ahead on the 
bdsis o f specific  ac tions  im m e d ia te ly  
acceptable to  bo th , b u t  keep ing  its  
p ro g ra m  in ta c t,  and d e m o n s tra tin g  
th ro u g h  th e  u n ite d  f ro n t— n o t th a t 
an am a lgam a tion , i.e. a  comprom ise, 
can be reached between a m id d le  
class and  a w o rk in g  class p rog ram , 
b u t th a t  o n ly  th e  w o rk in g  class 
p rog ram , th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  p ro ­
g ram , is  ab le  to  so lve also th e  m id ­
d le  c lass prob lem s. In  the  League, 
the  w o rk in g  c lass p ro g ra m  aga inst 
w a r  surfienders to  the  m id d le  class 
p rog ram . A nd, in  a d d itio n , w o rk ­
in g  class m em bers are  subord ina ted  
to  m idd le  class members.

4. The League, because of the 
kind of activities it  engages in, and 
because of the political implications 
of its program, becomes a substitute 
for the revolutionary political party.

T he  p o lit ic a l ja rg o n  o f i ts  p ro ­
g ra m  is  the  usua l re fo rm is t tw a d ­
dle, e xa c tly  in  lin e  w ith  pa rag raphs 
fro m  the  p la tfo rm s  o f P rogressive 
P a rties , U to p ia n  Soeietites, Labor 
P a rties , etc. B ecom ing  an in d iv i­
d u a l m em ber o f the  League and 
b u ild in g  i t  is  ju s t  l ik e  b u ild in g  any 
k in d  o f re fo rm is t, p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz ­
a tion .

REVOLUTIDNARY PARTY 
IS  F IR ST TASK

W a r w i l l  be defeated o n ly  b y  the  
re v o lu tio n a ry  strugglte  o f  th e  w o rk ­
ers ; and  th is  s trug g le  w i l l  succeed 
o n ly  u n d e r th e  le ade rsh ip  o f the  
re v o lu tio n a ry  p o lit ic a l p a rty . The  
business o f  a M a rx is t  is  c e rta in ly  
n o t to  b u ild  up a re fo rm is t g ro u p —  
whose h is to r ic a l ro le , w e o u g h t to  
k n o w  by now , is  to  m ake sm ooth 
th e  road  to  w a r  a nd  re a c tio n — h u t 
to  b u ild  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  p a rty . 
T h is  is th e  o n ly  p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz ­
a tio n  a M a rx is t  has any r ig h t  to  
jo in  o r  support. A n d  to  b u ild  the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  is  h is  f i r s t  and 
g rea tes t task.

5. The League encourages a 
crowning confusion by Unking auto­
matically together “war and fas­
cism”.

W h ile  i t  is  tru e  in  a  sense th a t 
“ fasc ism  means w a r ” , i t  is  a com ­
p le te  i l lu s io n  to  suppose th a t  fa s ­
c ism  is  th e  cause o f w a r. B y  em­
p h a s iz in g  th e  re la t io n  between fa s ­
cism  and w a r, as the  League does 
i t  suggtests th a t  th e  w a r  danger 
f ro m  n o n -fa s c is t n a tio n s  is  rem ote. 
B u t i t  is  c a p ita lis m  th a t  causes 
w a r. Fasc ism  means w a r  o n ly  in  
th e  sense th a t  th e  t r iu m p h  o f fa s ­

cism  m arks a deepening o f c a p ita l­
is t  c o n tra d ic tio n s  w h ich  lik e w is e  
in d ica tes  th e  n e a re r approach  o f 
w a r as an a ttem p ted  so lu tio n . B y 
lin k in g  fasc ism  and w a r, t l ie  League 
p lays  in to  the hands o f th e  b o u r­
geois propaganda th a t decla res H i t ­
le r  and M u sso lin i to  be th e  w a r-  
m akers, and  “ d e m o c ra tic ”  E ng land , 
F rance , and t l ie  U n ite d  S tates the 
defenders o f peace. T hu s  is p re ­
pared th e  s e ll-o u t o f the  w o rke rs  o f 
E ng land , F ra n ce  and the  U n ited  
S tates to the  n ex t w a r o f th e ir  
peacefu l dem ocra tic  governm ents.

F u rth e rm o re , th is  associa tion  o f 
fasc ism  and  w a r  fa i ls  to  d is t in ­
gu ish  th e  g re a t d iffe rences between 
th e  ta c tic s  o f th e  s trug g le  a g a in s t 
w a r  and the  s tru g g le  ag a in s t fa s ­
cism . T h is  i t  is  no t th e  business 
o f these a rt ic le s  to  e laborate , b u t 
i t  is s u ffic ie n tly  in d ica te d  by the  
fa c t th a t  fasc ism  is  in co m p a tib le  
w ith  and invo lves  th e  d e s tru c tio n  
o f n o t o n ly  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  
b u t o f a l l  re fo rm is t pa rtie s , a l l  
independ'ent tra d e  unions, e tc . ; 
whereas w a r, as the la s t w a r proved 
conc lu s ive ly  is e n tire ly  com pa tib le  
w ith  th e  con tinued  existence o f Re­
fo rm is t  p a rtie s  and the trad e  u n ­
ions.

M uch  m ore cou ld  be sa id  about 
the  confusions, e rro rs , and deceits 
o f the  League. T he re  is space now 
o n ly  to  ask and b r ie fly  answ er one 
f in a l q u e s tion : W here  and w h y  d id  
an o rg a n iza tio n  o f th is  k in d  arise? 
TH E POLICY  
OF STALINISM

T he  answ er is  n o t a m a tte r  o f 
con jec tu re . We know  th e  xJecord. 
The  Leagues (he re  and in  o th e r 
c o u n tr ie s ) are the  conception o f 
the  foReign office o f th e  S ovie t U n ­
ion. The  A m e rican  League was 
f ir s t  proposed in  th is  c o u n try  by 
the rep rese n ta tive  o f  th e  C om m u­
n is t In te rn a t io n a l,  to  a g ro u p  o f  
n o n -p a rty  in d iv id u a ls — even before 
i t  had been presented to the Cen­
t r a l  C om m ittee  o f the C om m unist 
P a r ty  o f the V. S. B row de r h im ­
se lf, whten he was f irs t  to ld  about 
i t ,  be fore  he had had a l i t t le  cha t 
w ith  th e  C. I .  rep resen ta tive , re ­
jected  i t  as “ p a c ifis t” . T he  Leagu'e 
fo llo w s  d ire c t ly  fro m  th e  w hole  
p o lic y  o f S ta lin ism . The  b u ild in g  
o f soc ia lism  in  one c o u n try  demands 
peace; peace w i l l  be sfecured by 
tre a tie s  and deals w ith  c a p ita lis t  
governm ents, by  jo in in g  th e  League 
o f N a tions, and, q u ite  n a tu ra lly ,  by 
p a c if is t p ropaganda.

S q ua re ly  opposted is the M a rx is t 
co n ce p tio n : The  W o rk e rs ’ S ta te  w i l l  
be defended by the s treng then ing  
o f th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  
th e  c a p ita lis t  coun tries . T h is  w i l l  
p reven t in te rv e n tio n  in  th e  S ovie t 
U n ion , because the c a p ita lis t  states 
w i l l  n o t be able to  r is k  in te rv e n tio n  
i f  a s tron g  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
can, w ith  th e  a id  o f  the  Red A rm y , 
tu rn  the  w a r  o f in te rv e n tio n  in to  s 
c lass w a r  fo r  th e  o v e rth ro w  o f thte 
c a p ita lis t  state. A nd , w hen th e  
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent is  s u ffi­
c ie n tly  developed, i t  w i l l  ta ke  th e  
offensive.

The Soviet Union is Anally de­
fended by attacking The real 
building of socialism will be ac­
complished m the only way It can 
be accomplished—by the exten­
sion of the revolution. This is the 
only mode of “defense”. In  any 
other direction lies disaster, and 
the world-wide triumph of reac­
tion.
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Planned Economy” in the U .S .

S OON we will enter thte third year of the New 
Deal policies pompously heralded again and 

again as a method of planned economy. With every 
step taken In this whole scheme one note is repeatedly 
dinned into our ears: Business is on the road to re­
covery. What do actual facts reveal?

Following upon the heels of the N.R.A. came the 
A.A.A., the P.W.A., the C.C.C. and all the lesser ven­
tures. In the main they were all part of a general 
scheme designed to strengthen monopoly capital at 
the expense of the working class.

I t  Is true there have been certain signs of what is 
called an upward trend in business. Most impressive 
is the record of net profit gains made by the mono­
poly corporations. The Analyst of January 11 in­
forms us that for 190 companies representing the 
basic and key industries in the country, the net pro­
fits were $320,635,000 lor -the first nine months of 
1934. This compares with $182,096,000 for the same 
period in 1933 for the same eonqianies. Profits were 
almost doubled in 1934.

But what happened to the unemployed? The stat­
istics of the A. F. of L. which cannot at all be said 
(o exaggerate, presents the following picture, ac­
cording to its own finally revised figures: I t  gives a 
total number of unemployed in November 1934 of 
11,469,000 which is 429,000 higher than its figures 
given for the same month in 1933. Net profits are 
rising and unemployment is increasing. Such are the 
results of the buBintess recovery under the New Deal.

Of course, this has nothing in common with planned 
economy. I t  is capitalist production for profit wrung 
out of the surplus value produced by the workers—  
those who are employed. Any expansion that takes 
place is on the basis only of capital investments 
where the rate of profit is the biggest regardless of

the need of employment and regardless of the need 
of food, clothing and shelter for the masses.

Planned economy means the exact opposite. I t  
means first of a ll the total elimination of unemploy, 
meat. But that is possible only under Socialistic only 
after capitalsm is overthrown and the working rlaae 
has taken power.

That is our goal.

Danger in Sacramento

DANGERS threaten the Sacramento defense. We 
must bo on guard.

Thte Non-Partisan Labor Defense, since its entry 
into the case, in support of all the defendants has 
pursued a clear, principled and straight-forward 
policy. This policy has been based on the following 
platform:

1. W in acquittal for the defendants. 2. Fight out 
tbe ease on its real Issue—tbe right of labor to or­
ganise—and prevent tbe State front hiding tbe real 
Issue by turning tbe tria l into a Red hunt. 3. U n t -  
by (haw in  tbe support of the trade unions and tbe 
woifting class generally. 4. M aintain a  solid woifc- 
ing etase'front before the capitalist court.

As a result of the vigorous efforts of the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense, the case was raised from 
the dump where the International Labor Defense 
had left it, bail was secured for defendants who had 
bean lying in jail for six months, and the case itself 
was brought publicly before the working class. A 
united front agreement, embodying the N.P.L.D. posi­
tion, with the Workers Party, the Socialist Party 
and the Communist Party all participating, was for­
mally entered Into, and bad an excellent prospect of 
broadening rapidly.

In the midst of the trial, tbe Stalinists broke tbe 
united front agreement, and are now carrying on a 
slanderous and vicious attack against the N.P.L.D. 
and thte Workers Party. Nevertheless, the N.P.LD. 
refused to allow the solidity of the defense to be 
broken.

In  this trial, all the machinery of the capitalist 
class—from the blare of Hearst’s publicity to inti­
midation of thte jury to organization of vigilantes to 
testimony of the most conemptible stool pigeons—is 
being used to convict, the defendants. Tbe provoca­
tion is extreme, and it takes firm political judgment 
to stand up against it. Tbe provocation of tbe State, 
in and ont of court, must be met by a principled 
working class defense. If  the defense attorneys al­
low themselves to play into the hands of the State 
in their conduct of the trial, they will jeopardizte the 
fate of the defendants, prevent the real issues from 
being made clear, and antagonize mass support, on 
the Pacific Coast.

Let the I.L.D., and the Communist Party, take 
warning. We will fight with all our strength to pre­
serve the unity of the Sacramento defense. Bnt we 
are not going to stand idly by while Stalinism leads 
the working class to another in the long series of 
Stalinist-led defeats.

For the acquittal of the Sacramento defendants! 
For labor's right to organize!
For a milted defense!

u

O n  the Flying Trapeze

T HE resolution adopted at the Central Committee 
meeting of the Communist party held Jan. 15 to 

18 is an interesting, yes amazing document. It  deals 
with three points—the trade union question, the 
united front and the labor party. On each of them 
the C. P. is executing a right about face. The “man 
on the flying trapeze” has nothing on the Stalinists 
when it comes to flying “through the air with the 
greatest of ease”.

For years the C.P. lias asserted that the A. F. of 
L. unions are company unions, that they must be 
smashed and that independent “revolutionary” unions 
must be built all along the line. Anybody who ob­
jected was a counter-revolutionist, social fascist, 
etc. Now everybody must go into the A. F. of L. and 
the “revolutionary” unions must be liquidated.

For years "the nnited front from lielow" was the 
C. P. policy and with it went, the great "theory of 
social-fascism". But in the latest pronuneiamtento 
there is not a word about this dominant tactic and 
leading theory of the last, decade. Tossed overboard! 
In dealing with the Social Democrats, the oomradtes 
are now instructed to avoid “the replacement of 
argument by abuse".

Just last year an Independent. Federation of Iaibor 
had to be built in the -U. 8. Anyone opposed was an 
enemy of the Soviet Union and conspiring to assassi­
nate Stalin. Now “it is inadvisable to put the ques­
tion of forming an Independent Federation of Labor” 
—delicately put at that!

For years anyone who talked of a Labor Party 
was a counter-revolutionist, etc. He was preventing 
the workers from rushing into the C. P. Now the 
C.P. proposteB to take the initiative in forming a 
Labor Party, though it is hard to tell through the 
fog of words they use just what the concrete pro­
gram is to be.

Does this amazing resolution of the <’. I', in which 
every single one of the leading policies of the party 
in recent years is thrown overboard, in which, there­
fore, the utter failure of the party is implied, does it 
contain any straightforward Isminist admission of 
this failure? Does it. have* anything to say about 
the havoc wrought in the American labor movement, 
in one union after another, in the unemployed work, 
in the defense work, by the insane disruptionist and 
adventurous tactics of the C. P.?

On the contrary. On the basis of the repudiation 
of its entire past program, the (’. P. comes forward 
claiming to be the revolutionary vanguard and leader 
of the American working class! “Everything we 
have done is wrong; the American workers have 
repudiated it, even we have to toss it all overboard 
now: therefore we are the only safe guides, the only 
revolutionary party. And anyone who now dares to 
stand for what we stood for yesterday is a counter­
revolutionary assassin of K irov!” That is the C. P. 
argument today.

In thinking that the American masses will “fa ll” 
for such an amazing performance, they once again 
insult those masses. The workers will not forget 
what destruction has been wrought these many years 
by the so-called Communist party. They recognize 
t he leopard dtespite the talcum power he has sprinkled 
on his spots. Everywhere they are flocking to the 
banner of those who long since pointed out the de­
structive and ruinous rolte played by the C. P. They 
are flocking to the banner of the Workers Party of 
the C. S.. the revolutionary vanguard of the American 
masses.

Father Coughlin 
Re-echoes Popes

(Continued from Page 1)
ing to their own good pleasure. . ..

“The Socialists wrongly assume 
the right of property to be of mere 
human invention (!)  repugnant to 
the natural equality between men; 
and, preaching the community of 
goods, declare no one should endure 
poverty meekly, and that all may 
with impunity seize upon the pos­
sessions and usurp the rights of 
the wealthy.

I t ’s Mora Profitable 
“More wisely and more profitab­

ly (!)  the church recognizes the 
existence of inequality amongst 
men, who are by nature unlike in 
mental endowment and strength of 
body, and even in amount of for­
tune (even!) and She enjoins that 
the right of property and of ita 
disposal, derived from nature, 
should in the case of every indivi­
dual remain Intact and Inviolate.” 

“Therein,” says R . Mugglesbee, 
another sycophant biographer of 
tbs Radio Deacon, referring ape- 1

ciltcally to the above “liberal” e »  
cyclical, “therein Father Coughlin 
found the nucleus for his sermons 
on social evils.”

Father Coughlin was born Charles 
Edward Coughlin, of Irish parents, 
at Hamilton, Ontario, in 1891. He 
was educated in parochial schools, 
and later under the Basilian order 
of monks. During the course of 
his education he showed great in­
terest in social and political prob­
lems, and doubtless regaled his 
mind with the above and other even 
more entertaining papal dictums.

It might be noted that while 
Father Coughlin never ceases to In­
veigh against “international social­
ism”, “internationalism” and on 
this very date (Jan. 21) against en­
trance into the world court as an 
instrument of “international bank­
ers”, he is not himself an American 
citizen by birth, nor, so far as I  
can find by naturalization. He was 
born in Canada and remains a Can­
adian.

Father Coughlin’s career begins 
properly with his installment as 
pastor of the parish of Royal Oak, 
a little town some twenty miles 
outside the industrial city of De­
troit. After wandering from city

to city for a number of years he 

was appointed, in 1926. to the posi­
tion which be still holds, by Bishop 
Gallagher of the Detroit Diocese.

Hearst Calls the Tune —

NPLD Statement on Sacramento Case
Tlie following statement on the 

part ft has played in the defame 
of the. 17 workers being tried in 
Sacramento under the criminal 
syndicalism laws of California 
has been issued by the Non-Par­
tisan Labor Defense—Kd. Note.

* * *
The Non-Partisan Labor Defenste, 

hitherto active in the New York 
labor movement, was called into 
the Sacramento case by Norman 
Mini, one of the defendants now 
facing a long term in. San Quentin, 
who was not in accord with the 
policies and practices of the Com­
munist Party and the international 
Labor Defense.

We responded by bringing from 
Chicago the experienced labor at­
torney, Albert Goldman, to defend 
Mini a fid to cooperate in the de­
fense ns a whole. We raised $6,200 
bai! and liberated Jack Warnlck 
and Caroline Decker after they had 
spent six months in the wretched 
Sacramento jail. We began « press 
campaign which lias brought, the 
Sacramento trial to public, attention 
in other states and stimulated tradte 
unions and other organizations to 
voice' opposition to the persecution 
of workers "guilty" of organizing 
a union. Wo have arranged a mass 
meeting in New York at which pro­
minent union leaders, writers aud

FDR Kicks Green & Co.
(Continued from Page 1)

associations (company unions), 
5,440: for the Associated Automo­
bile-Workers of America, 3,124; for 
the A. F. of L., 2,286: and for the 
Mechanics Education Society, 314. 
Those two last mentioned organiza­
tions opposed the elections and ad­
vised the workers not to ixtrtiei- 
palo.

Then* is, however, a vast, differ­
ence in voting in plant elections 
for a union and in fighting for a 
union. By the methods of the for 
mer it is safe to say that a union 
would never be established, it  is 
tr.ue' that the pressure of capitalist 
exploitation and the intense speed­
up system remains in either case; 
but the workers bending tbeir backs 
over tlie assembly lines under sur­
veillance of foremen and superin­
tendents are not at all free to vote 
according to their desires. ■ Their 
job is at stake, and they have no 
guarantee against a loss.

Striking for union recognition is 
an entirely different matter. I t  
brings out the fighting qualities 
that the workers possess and it in­
stills into them a fighting spirit. 
The feeling of strength by solidari­
ty of mass numbers becomes a pow­
erful factor and obviates the fear 
of the job that is at stake. Workers 
move forward by action and in the 
struggle they will feel that they act 
directly for tlielr union. Even the 
fierce onslaughts they meet from 
the employers when on strike tends 
to stiffen their resistance.

But this is all assuming that the 
unions give actual leadership in the 
struggle for recognition. This is 
an imperative prerequisite. Pre­
cisely this is what has been lacking 
In tlie automobile industry as in 
other basic industries and this is 
what has enabled the directors of 
monopoly capital together with 
their executives in Washington to 
kick the A. F. of L. leaders in the 
pants. For this situation the Fed­
eration officials themselves bear the 
whole responsibility.

They had nothing more In offer

D e b a t e

on
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I the masses seeking organization 
than tlie elusive and deceptive sec­
tion 7a. They slaked their all on 
liie benevolence of Roosevelt. To 
adopt an aggressive policy of or­
ganization was tin* farthest from 
tbeir minds and to engage in a ser­
ious struggle for organization en­
tirely to be avoided. Failing to 
secure the benefits of Section 7a 
they referred in appeals to the var­
ious branches of the Labor Rela­
tions Hoard machinery, if  it was not 
clear then, it should at least be 
clear now. that these boards func­
tion for the purpose of covering up 
the cunning measures put over on 
the unions.

I niter these conditions it was 
very natural that the capitalist In­
terests successfully assumed the of­
fensive. To prevent demoralization 
has become a life and death matter 
insofar as tbeir heavy profits are 
concerned because they quickly 
learned by experience that when 
the workers from the basic indus­
tries enter tlie union they seek to 
turn them into instruments of 
struggle against the intense ex­
ploitation. Tlie directors of tiie 
big corporations therefore set all 
forces they could command into mo­
tion in the tight. Accordingly the 
government, which during tlie early 
NiRA |>eriod appeared in the role 
of benevolent, neutrality to union 
organization, of necessity shifts its 
emphasis more in the direction of 
its real role of serving monopoly 
capital. Policemen’s clubs, court 
injunctions, tear gas and sled hel- 
meted soldiers arc ready to back it 
up.

More than ever an aggressive [all­
ey of organization and struggle is 
necessary if the trade unions are 
to meet this offensive successfully. 
But that is not the policy of Green 
and Company. There .should not 
be any illusions that tiie announced 
riff, will mean a chauge of policy 
on their i>art or a change of their 
relations with capitalism. It is 
true that they cannot remain un­
mindful of the rank and tile pres­
sure for action mid the rebellion 
that is brewing behind this pres 
sure, hut tlie orientation is to crush 
the rebellion. Attempts to outlaw 
strikes will follow in an effort to 
throw demoralization into the 
ranks.

I t  is not decided in advance, that 
this will succeed. The American 
workers are getting into a fighting 
mood and learning how to deal with 
those who betray them. The policy 
of Green and Company foreshad­
ows deep going splits aud break-ups 
In the A. F. of L. A warning now 
is timely so that these break-ups 
may become only a separation of 
the officialdom from (lie rank and 
file, in any event the preparation 
for the struggle with the trade un­
ion bureaucracy is now a duty of 
all real progressive elements. The 
sooner it is prepared for in an ef­
fective manner (he more assurance 
there will be that the ranks of the 
trade unions will remain united 
and that the separation or the splits 
will be only from the reactionary 
officialdom.

cd mil tors will speak. In niany 
other ways we have aided the gen­
eral defense cause.

On the suggestion of American 
Civil Liberties Union officials, con­
ferences began several weeks ago 
in San Francisco, resulting in thte 
setting up of unified defense machi­
nery, including our organization, 
the I.L.D.. several labor unions, 
the Socialist Party, the Workers 
Parly of the U. S. (to.which Mini 
belongs), and tlie Communist Party. 
An agreement was reached covering 
plans tor a mass meeting, a publi­
city campaign, fund-raising, the 
barring from court of factional is­
sues, the calling of a broad sup­
porting conference, etc.

The defendants were gratified to 
leani that tiiey were to have thte 
.support, not merely of the usual 
C. . P.-rilled set-up of "innocent 
dubs” ami paper organizations, but 
of a genuine and broad united de­
fense which might appeal for aid 
to tlie whole labor movement and 
all progressive elements. Our or­
ganization carried out its obliga­
tions to this united defense in every 
respect.

The Communist Party-controlled 
delegates, however, after refloated 
breaches of faith, and despite many 
concessions made by other groups 
for the sake of unity, deliberately 
smashed (tie unified defense. At a 
committee meeting on January 26, 
acting apparently on orders from 
New York, they violated every 
agreement previously made with 
the other delegates. This they did 
despite the unity ap|>cnls of Dr. 
George P. Medley of the Civil Lib­
erties Union and two of tlie I.L.D .’s 
ilci endit nls who -were present. A 
IHiliey frankly designed to liar the 
coo]»eration of any delegate unwill­
ing to accept Communist Party or­
ders, was laid down as an ultima­
tum. ThereuiKin C.P.-eontrolled del­
egates called for "a united front 
under the leadership of the C.P. 
and I.L.D.” They thus drove a ll 
nou-C.P. delegates out. including 
tlie Socialist Party, Workers Party, 
Non-Partisan Isibor Defense, aud A. 
F. of L. union observers present 
and prepared to participate in a 
genuine united front defense.

Tlie Communist Party and thte 
Western Worker, seeking to shift 
res|H>usibility for this unfortunate 
break-up, have completely inlsrep- 
restented what, iiapiiened on January 
21 f Tlie real truth can lie testified 
to, not only by delegates present 
and free of Communist Party con­
trol, but also by tlirete members of 
tin* Civil Liberties Union and Mr. 
Clark of the Oakland Labor Coun­
cil. all of whom were present as 
observers.

ZACK TOUR
Comrade Joseph Zack. who was 

expelled recently from tin* Commu­
nist Party and joined the Workers 
Party is about to start a national 
tour. The schedule of his visits is 
as- follows:

Tims. Fri. Fell. 7 s - -Buffalo. N.Y.
Sal.. Sun., Mon., Feb. D-10-11 — 

Detroit. Mich.
Tues.. Wed., Thnrs., Feb. 12-13- 

14—Chicago. 111.
Fri.. Sat.. Fell. 15-16—Toledo, O.
Sun. Monday, Tues., Feb. 17-18-19
Cleveland. Ohio
Wednesday, Feb. 20 Akron, Ohio
Thins.. Feb. 21 —Columbus. Ohio
Fri., Sat., Feb. 2 2 -2 3 --Youngs­

town. Ohio
Sun.. Moil.. Fell. 24-25—Pittsburg, 

Pa.

N Y. M EMBERSHIP MEETING  
TUESDAY, FEB.12th AT 8P.M.

A joint, membership meeting of 
nil tlie New York branches of the 
W. P. w ill take place this Tuesday 
evening, 8 P.M., Feb. 12 at Irving  
Plaza H all. ’Ihe National Secre­
tary, A. J. Muste w ill give an in ­
tim ate report oh his recent national 
tour. Admission to this meeting 
w ill be by membership book only.

REVIEWING 
THE NEWS

By B IL L  SHERMAN

A Now M ilitant Sub ter foe Brat 
Title

Feb. 15 is the deadline for titles. 
Two tearful titles by Taylor: 
"Read ’em and Weep” and “The 
Weekly Weep”. Among others, 
Ratsbane for Brisbane, By tile 
Way, Now that You Mention It, 
High Spots and Otherwise, Side­
lights on the Class Struggle, Cov­
ered Wagon, False Alarms, Low- 
down on Highspots, Lie Detector, 
Unexpurgated, and the following 
letter:

“Dear Comrade Sherman: A hot 
vajior of unreality haB always hung 
over America. Added to this ob­
noxious condition was the practi­
cally free distribution of ‘American 
Baloney’—the daily news. Today 
American workmen are becoming 
fed up with it; and the vapor is 
fast, cibidensing to cold water. TYm* 
atmosphere is really stimulating. 
Your column, a catalyst to the v«- 
[•or. must have a fitting name. So 
I take tlie liberty to suggest a few 
names: here goes: 1. Real World. 
2. World as Is. 3. America the Real. 
4. True News. That’s ifll. Comrade­
ly, N.. Ttron x S.Y.L.”

*  *  *

Tommy Malay, Imhar I / tu k r
It was the largest banquet ever 

held in tlie Stevens Hotel, Chicago. 
Judges. |K)lice 'Captains, and a rep 
resentntive of the U. S. Dept, of 
Labor, a representative of Tam­
many Mall. itoliliciauB, labor fak­
ers. business men, gangsters, all 
were well represented. Tom Mal­
loy. head of the Chicago Moving 
Picture Operators Union, was leav­
ing to attend tin* 193ft Brttiab 
Trades Union' Congress as reprmen- 
ative of the A. F. of 1,. and bis 
“friends and admirers" had gath­
ered to say bon voyage and also 
to present him with $26,000 for his 
expenses. A judge hailed Tommy 
Malloy as "an ambassador from the 
besi citizens of America to the 
people of Europe". A special song, 
"Bon Voyage Tommy Malloy" was 
written and sung for this accasiou. 
Tin* Chicago FEDERATION1ST 
grew lyrical in describing the event. 
Tommy went to Europe, came back 
to denounce "reds" and to face an 
indictnienl for "conspiracy to mur­
der". Me could always lieai tiie 
“legal rap" but two of bis erst­
while gangster "friends and admir­
ers” presented him yesterday with 
slugs from a sawed-off shot gun, 
and Tommy Malloy is dead. He 
was one of (lie “siine" labor leaders, 
a typical representative of tlie 
gangster racketeer that dominated 
tlie A. F. of L. and still dominates 
a large section of it. So, Bon voy­
age. Tommy Malloy. May your fel­
low parasitical labor fakers soon 
join you.

* $ *
W ell! W ell!

"We know Dial the A. F. of L. i* 
a workers' union aud nol (fit 
bosses' union" writes a steel work­
er in the Daily Worker. Evident)/ 
this worker doesn't believe what he 
reads in the Daily Worker, which 
for five years has repeated over 
and liver again (lie "A. F. of L. is 
a bosses’ organization with Fascist 
leadeship and nol a workers' un­
ion”.

* * *
NATIONAL JIG SAW

Mil Reich
BABIES: Christopher Reynolds, 

three year old son of Libby Holman 
and suicide Smith Reynolds, tobac­
co heir, was granted $6,000,000 or 
an income of $360,000 annually by
court decree.............JUST BABIES:
“I'll send you the latbor Deparl- 
menf's booklets on child care”,wen 
the answer of Edward McGredy. 
Ass’t Secretary of Labor, to the 
plea of a West Virginia mlner'e 
wife wlio described the appalling 
conditions of hunger, starvation 
and death in tlie feudal company 
towns of Dial state.

* * *
FASHION NOTES: "I don't 

spend more than $20,(MM) a year on 
clothes,” said Mrs. Harrison W il­
liams. recently voted America’s heal 
dressed women. . . . Sears Roebuck 
advertises discarded flour sacks, 
excellent for making uuderwear. 
children's shirts, etc. . . . Arkansan 
children wear shoes made of dis­
carded auto tires.

TOY WORKERS STR IK E IN  
SECOND YVEEK; GAINS YTON

NEW YORK. Feb. x. - The stuf­
fed-toy workers have now entered 
the second week of their strike. 
The picket line is still unbroken 
and the flying squads are function­
ing witli the same effectiveness as 
at the beginning of the strike.

Two of the largest shops, in the 
union before the strike, have re­
turned to work with all their de­
mands ‘granted. Tlie rest of the 
workers arc still out. demanding: 
union recognition, increase in wages 
aud a forty hour week.

The bosses' association has at 
last come out into the open and 
agreed to deal with the union.

The Associallou lias been meeting' 
continuously for the past few days.

A few of the sho|>s have already 
signed up with the union. The 
basses are beginning to crack. All 
that is needed now is one last con­
certed effort to smash Die bosses 
and make them recognize Die un­
ion’s demands.

JOIN TH E  WORKERS PARTY.

A  W atchdog o f Capitalism

JOHN L>. Lewis barks again.
Tbis time be barks for William Randolph 

Hears!. Hearst wants to htead up the reactionary 
forces in the country and hog-tie labor.

Mr. Lewis’ yappings in behalf of thte Hearst cam­
paign appeared in Hearst’s New York American, on 
February 9.

Nothing could reveal more clearly the true nature 
and worth of the Prtesident of the United Mine Work­
ers of America.

M r. Lewis fears the rank and file coal diggers. 
Tbej are becoming more m ilitant, and they are apt to 
get him in bad w ith the big business boys,—the coal 
operators. They might even dump him overboard, 
should tile opportunity arise! This explains why the 
“great leader” accepts money from Hearst and lets 
loose a broadside in  the Hearst campaign—against 
m ilitant coal miners, whom he labels agitators and 
reds.

in  some coalfields, particularly in West Virginia 
and Kentucky, sheriffs and company gunmen make a 
practice of bustling agitators out of the county and 
giving them “grim warnings” . . . Lewis recounts tbis 
with satisfaction. But to suit Hearst, Lewis lies. 
He tells the Hearst readers that the coal miners, 
nor the company gunmen, are responsible for this!

l.iess than two months ago deputy sheriffs in H ar­
lan, Kentucky, entered a hottel and beat up two U.M. 
W.A. organizers who were holding a conference.

In identifying himself with the Hearst. campaign 
John L. Lewis reveals himself again as an enemy 
of labor. He is, indeed, one of the well-paid watch­
dogs of capitalism.


