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Labor Marshalls Forces for Banner May Day

Green &  Co. Surpass 
A ll Records For 

Treachery
By A R T P R E IS

AKRO N, O., A p r il 14.— The great 
s tr ike  in vo lv ing  35,000 A kron ru b ­
ber workers, wh ich was to  set the 
spark to the 1035 wave o f s trike  
struggles in  America, is over before 
i t  began— the la test and most sin­
is te r betrayal of organized labor by 
W illia m  Green and his lieutenants.

A group of m ilita n t progressives, 
w h ich has been grow ing in  the last 
few weeks, led the opposition bat-' 
tie  and, on ly a fte r hours o f desper­
ate ligh ting , was defeated by the 
bette r organized offic ia l machine, 
w h ich  fin a lly  shoved through the 
agreement by a series of deceptive 
maneuvers and o u trig h t ra ilroading. 
This progressive tendency, which 
lias been g rea tly  strengthened and 
c la rified  by the events of the last 
4 hours, w i l l  find a clear public 
expression in  a mass m eeting to  be 
held by the Akron branch o f the 
W. I*. A p r il 17, at w h ich James P. 
Gannon w ill analyze the be traya l 
and outline the next steps in  the 
tigh t to  bu ild  an effective union.

The Game of Delays
The imposing o f the treacherous 

agreement upon the rubber workers 
and the breaking o f the s tr ike  by 
the A. F. of L. officialdom fo llowed 
a ca re fu lly  designed course. The 
strike , w h ich has been loom ing fo r  
eighteen months past, was delayed 
month a fte r month on the urg ing 
o f the A. F. of L. officials, even 
a fte r the rubber companies brazen­
ly  defined the ru lings o f the Na­
tiona l Gabor R e lations Board th a t 
an election be he ld on the m atter 
o f representation fo r  collective 
bargain ing. When the government 
fu r th e r demonstrated its  u n w illin g ­
ness o r in a b ility  to enforce its  own 
ru ling , these officials continued to 
po in t to  the government as the 
agency from  w h ich un ion recogni­
tion  m igh t be secured instead of 
to  the mass strength and m ilita n t 
action o f the workers.

Last M inute Promises
F o llow ing  an overwhelm ing vote 

by the unions lus t week in  favo r 
of s trike , a last-hour course o f de­
lay was pursued by the A. F. o f L. 
leaders in  order to give the forces 
o f the na tiona l government and 
local press a chance to  get in to  
fu l l  play. Every e ffo rt to  set a 
defin ite s trike  date was de liberate ly 
brushed aside. W h ile  s t i l l  u rg ing  
the workers to  prepare fo r  action, 
the offic ia ls im p lanted in  the minds 
o f the inexperienced union members 
the be lie f th a t a s tr ik e  m igh t s t i l l  
be averted and th a t the demands 
fo r  un ion recognition m igh t be se­
cured through the in te rven tion  o f 
F rancis  Perkins and the pressure 
o f the government.

As la te  as twelve hours before the 
s ign ing o f the actua l agreement, 
C lahe rty  and other organizers bold­
ly  proclaim ed through the press 
tha t they would agree to nothing 
less than an election conducted by 
the Departm ent of Labor o ff the 
companies’ properties, in  w h ich 
the companies would unconditional­
ly  recognize the group securing the 
m a jo rity  vote. I t  'Cannot be doubt­
ed tha t the term s o f the fina l set­
tlem ent were w e ll known to Green, 
C laherty and Co. even w h ile  these 
m isleading statements were being 
made to  d isarm  the workers and 
leave them unprepared fo r  the last 
crushing blow.

C. P. Plays Claherty’» Game
A  new angle was the role of the 

Communist P a rty  in  the A kron  be­
traya l. D u rin g  the la s t and most 
d r it lc a l days leading up to  the de­
bacle, the C.P. in  effect collaborated 
w ith  the A. F. o f L. officials, and 
in  re tu rn  fo r  an ind irec t endorse­
ment from  the A. F. of L. leaders 
withheld a ll criticism  of the obvi­
ous step-by-step course of treachery. 
The “ non-aggression pact”  w ith  a 
vengeance!

C lahe rty , B i l l  Green’s personal 
agent and chief figure in  the be­
traya l, was several times played up 
in  the D a ily  W orker du ring  the past 
week in  m ilita n t role. H is  state­
m ent th a t “ he was no t going to 
figh t the communists, etc." was

(Continued on Page 4)

The Betrayal in Rubber 
—And the Road Ahead

B y  J A M E S  P. C A N N O N
A K R O N , A p r i l  15.— A f te r  18 m onths o f  o r ­

g a n iz in g  w o rk  and p re p a ra t io n  the  rubbe r 
w orkers  w ent to  W a s h in g to n  to  g e t un ion  rec­
o g n it io n , the  3 0 -h o u r week and the a b o lit io n  o f 
the com pany unions. T h e y  came back  w ith  the 
re co g n itio n  o f the  com pany un ions, no m ention  
o f the  3 0 -h o u r week and a pledge, signed by  
th e ir  rep resenta tives, to  su rre n d e r the  s tr ik e  
weapon w hile the  co u rts  dispose o f th e ir  “ case”  
and the  ru b b e r p ro d u c tio n  season slides down 
to  its  low  p o in t.

I t  was a de libe ra te , co ld -b looded b e tra y a l—  
the a u to , steel and te x t ile  ru n -a ro u n d  a ll over 
a g a in , w ith  fa n c y  tr im m in g s . S c ie n tif ic  tre a c h ­
e ry  reached its  “ peak”  in  the experience o f the  
ru b b e r w o rke rs , b u t in  the  fu r io u s  re a c tio n  o f 
the ra n k  and file  to  th is  p e rfid y — i f  i t  is h a rn ­
essed to  a sea rch ing  ana lys is  o f its  technique 
— the re  is the m a k in g  o f a p o w e rfu l movem ent 
fo r  genuine un ion ism  w h ich  can set the pace fo r  
the  e n tire  c o u n try .

A n  open s tru g g le  on the p icke t lines— the 
o n ly  p lace where any  o f the  new unions can 
re a lly  be conso lida ted  and “ recognized” — is 
o u t o f the question  a t p re s e n t; the  s tr ik e  has 
been knocked in  the  head as e ffe c tive ly  as 
s luggers a t the  s to c k y a rd s , arm ed w ith  sledge­
hamm ers, knock over a steer. T he  rubbe r 
unions are d izzy  fro m  the  c ru e l b lows which 
have been d e a lt to  them  in  the  p a s t week-end, 
b u t th e y  are n o t dead by  a lo n g  shot. T h e  ro a r  
o f m il i ta n t  p ro te s t and d e n u n c ia tio n , w hich 
rose fro m  the f lo o r  a t  S u n d a y ’s m em bership 
m eetings, is the  s ign o f unconquerab le  v i ta l i t y ,  
the prom ise  o f recove ry  fro m  the  c ru e l de fea t. 
T h is  w il l  ta ke  tim e. W h a t is possib le r ig h t  
now, and w h a t is needed, is a sea rch ing  in q u iry  
in to  the  causes o f the  d e fe a t; a p robe  o f the 
com p lica te d  system  o f m aneuvers and tr ic k s

which le ft the  rubbe r w orkers bew ildered and 
helpless a t the  decisive m om ent. T h is  is the  
ta sk  o f the h o u r. T h e  rest w ill fo llo w .

As in  the  case o f n e a rly  a ll o f the  new mass 
unions w hich have s p ru n g  up in the  p a s t tw o  
yea rs , the  mass o f the members a t A k ro n , in ­
c lu d in g  even the  best elements o f the loca l lead­
e rsh ip , en te rta ined  the g re a te s t illu s ions  abou t 
the p o lic y  and ro le  o f the governm ent in  the  
s itu a tio n . T h e y  th o u g h t the governm ent was 
on th e ir  side and depended on i t  to  he lp  them . 
T h is  was a fa ta l m isca lcu la tio n  w hich o u g h t 
to  be c lea r enough now.

T h e  p o lic y  o f the governm ent a ll a long  has 
been to  s ta ll  and de lay a c tio n , invo lve  tbe  
w orkers  in  a la b y r in th  o f hearings, appeals and 
n e g o tia tio n s , and p a ra ly z e  the p re p a ra tio n s  
fo r  a decisive b a tt le  u n t i l  the  peak o f the p ro ­
d u c tio n  season had passed. T hen , a t the  de­
cisive m om ent, M adam e P e rk ins  misused the 
confidence o f the  w orkers  to  s h if t  the  scene 
aw ay fro m  the  p ic k e t line to  W a sh in g to n . 
T h e re  the stage was a ll set and the  in fam ous 
p a c t was stam peded th ro u g h . T h e  bosses g o t 
w hat they  w anted— w ith  the  governm ent seal 
on i t .  N o  w onder th e y  are “ ju b i la n t . ”  T .  G. 
G raham , G ood rich  v ice -p res iden t, s a id : “ T he  
agreem ent p u ts  e v e ry th in g  back in  the  same 
s ta tu s  i t  was before the  W a s h in g to n  c o n fe r­
ence.”  H e  was r ig h t ,  and so was F . O. H a ro ld ,  
G o o d rich  un ion  delgeate to  the C e n tra l L a b o r 
U n io n , when he sa id : “ T he  agreem ent doesn’ t  
g ive  us a th in g .”

B u t the m ost im p o r ta n t fe a tu re  o f th is  
agreem ent th a t  “ doesn’ t  g ive us a th in g ”  is the 
fa c t  th a t  the  governm ent p u t i t  over, ju s t  as 
the  governm ent p u t over s im ila r deals on the  
a u to , steel and te x t ile  w o rke rs . T h is  is the
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Resentment Is B itte r Over 
Trickery of “Settlement”

By JACK W ILSO N
The ra ilro a d in g  o f the sell-out 

agreement arranged by Francis 
Perkins, Secretary of Labor and 
the A. F. of L . bureaucracy on 
A kron ’s big three rubber w orkers ’ 
unions th is  week pu t to  shame the 
lousy auto code agreement o r any 
other previous cap itu la tion  of W il­
liam  Green to President Roosevelt 
and his other agents of capitalism .

Tw enty workers a t the Goodyear 
loca l walked out, ha lf-s ick, h a lf 
crying, Saturday, A p r i l 13, when 
they received a report th a t Green, 
Coleman C laherty  (h is  rubber or­
ganizer) and the Goodyear, Good­
rich  and Firestone loca l presidents 
had signed an agreement in  W ash­
ington which gave away the r ig h t 
to strike , d idn ’t  abolish the com­
pany unions and le ft a l l ju risd ic tio n  
in  labor disputes to  a government 
board, not yet selected and having 
no power to  enforce its  decisions.

Nothing Is  Too Low
W hile  company union men ju b i­

la n tly  said, “ W hy i t  gives them 
no th ing,”  and the rubber barons 
smiled, an aroused rank and file  
prepared to  figh t the treacherous 
be traya l in  the Sunday meetings. 
B u t they d idn ’t  know to  w hat depths 
the bureaucrats would stoop in an 
e ffo rt to smash the s trike . They 
found out.

C laherty, red-faced and s h iftin g  
uneasily from  foot to foot, had 
scarcely finished reading the so- 
called agreement when a ran k  and 
file r a t Goodrich, shouted, “ Where’d 
you get the guts to bring  back tha t 
god-damned sell-out to u s i”  to the 
thunderous applause o f o ther w o rk ­
ers. More c ritic ism  was hurled as 
C laherty retreated and fin a lly  sat 
down apparently defeated. H is 
henchmen then began th e ir work. 
Smooth tongues argued, “ we must 
support our leaders," and s im ila r 
b la ther. I t  seemed to  do l i t t le  
good. A  vote was called. About 
one th ird  of the Goodrich workers 
raised th e ir  hands in  approval. The 
chairm an sa id : “ I t  ev idently  has 
passed.”  N o negative vote was 
taken a fte r the  meeting was over

Goodrich workers walked out curs­
ing, looking lost and hum iliated. 
C laherty had “ won over”  the 
strongest local union.

The Rout at Firestone
Firestone was next. Shouts of 

betrayer, sell-out, down w ith  the A. 
F. of L., b itte r  threats, more curses 
and eloquent speeches by progres­
sives but to no ava il. “ Goodrich 
won’t  w a lk  out and you boys can’t  
do i t  alone. W hy not be sensible. 
Th is is just, a foothold, we’l l  get 
more la te r.”  Three hours o f th is  
and the F irestone workers gave up 
in disgust.

Goodyear workers were better 
prepared to meet the onslaught. 
F our days ago the progressives 
realized w hat would be done. They 
l>egan organiz ing fo r  a figh t. Re­
ports of the Goodrich meeting came 
in  and inflamed the workers. The 
m eeting began a t the same tim e as 
F irestone’s. Regular business took 
an hour and then John House, 
president read the “ agreement.”

A  progressive from  the rear im ­
m ediate ly made a m otion to  repud­
ia te  the “ agreement”  signed. House 
ru led i t  out o f order and said the 
approach would have to  be a pos­
it iv e  m otion. He won.

A “Bold” Faker
Then a barrage by progressives 

placed throughout the ha ll sent 
House scurry ing  to cover. “ I ’l l  
bust any guy in  the face th a t says 
1 w ant th is  agreement or tha t I  
sold out. You boys decide th is ,”  
he temporized.

“ We’ve had 18 months o f boards. 
T h is  is fu l l  of loop holes, C laherty 
has betrayed us. T h is  means pro­
po rtiona l representation. We don’t  
w ant to depend on the government 
or F rancis Perkins 1” , progressives 
argued w hile  the Goodyear workers 
cheered them on.

A  recognized progressive leader 
got up. He took the agreement from  
House’s hands. He could barely 
speak he was so ind ignant. He 
th rew  the agreement on the floor, 
“ I t ’s not w o rth  a damn. T h is  is 
w hat I  th in k  o f it . ”  Shouts o f ap­
proval encouraged h im  . . . then the 
telephone rang. “ F irestone boys 
are g iv ing  in, looks lik e  they’l l  ap­
prove the agreement." The speaker 
almost baw led; other progressives 
became sick in  the p its  o f th e ir
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Spartacus Youth League 
Plays Militant Role 

in Demonstrations

NEW  YORK, A p r il 12.-110,000 
American students from  high 
schools and colleges a ll over the 
country engaged in  the second and 
largest a n ti-w a r s tr ik e  in Am erican 
history.

A p a rtia l lis t  o f the demonstra­
tions shows 3,000 at B rooklyn  Col­
lege, 3,000 at Columbia, 4,000 at 
C ity  College, 2,000 a t H un te r Col­
lege, 3,000 at Chicago U n ivers ity , 
4,000 a t Ohio State, 2,000 at Wes­
tern Reserve, about two thousand 
apiece at Minnesota, M ichigan, 
Hopkins, Penn Stute, West V irg in ­
ia, Cornell, Princeton, etc. etc. 
These among the colleges alone. We 
have no lis t of the various h igh 
Schools, but in New Y ork  C ity  the 
figure runs in to  many thousands.

The Student S trike  Committee, a 
united f ro n t committee which was 
d irec ting  the s trike , pursued a m il i­
tan t course, fig h tin g  a ll attem pts 
of the au thorities  e ither to ou tlaw  
the s trike , o r  a t least to convert i t  
in to  pa rlo r “ pence discussions.”

In  New Y ork  the high school 
students were muzzled, bu llied  and 
in tim ida ted in an attem pt to k i l l  
the s trike . R.O.T.C. un its  and 
school guards barred door», leaflet 
d is tribu to r»  were rushed by foo t­
b a ll and r if le  teams, adrested by 
police and suspended by school au­
thorities. A t H arvard  and Chicago 
the dem onstrators engaged iu  bat­
tles w ith  bands o f reactionary stu­
dents.

The size and m ilitancy  o f the 
s tr ike  th is  year m arks a definite 
step in advance fo r the American 
student, movement. An un fortuna te  
feature, however, wh ich can only 
be overcome by fu rth e r education 
on the basis o f the advances already 
made, was the d is tin c tly  pacifist 
nature o f the demonstrations.

In  on ly a few  schools and co l­
leges where the Spartacus was ac­
tive  did the demonstrations present 
the rea l cause o f war, and the rev­
o lu tiona ry  so lu tion  fo r  it .  F u tu re  
an ti-w a r w ork  m ust and w il l  see 
an expansion o f the revo lu tiona ry  
element.

First May Day Finds Workers Party in 
Forefront o f Im portant Labor Battles

B y A. J. M USTE

A ll reports about May Day preparations indicate th a t more A m e ri­
can workers and more trade unions w ill pa rtic ipa te  in  dem onstrations 
th is  year than ever before. These workers are more m ilita n t, more free 
from  illusions, more in  the mood fo r new advestures than a t any 
previous period. For the W orkers P arty  of the U. S. observing its  f ir s t  
•May Day t ills  is the most s ignificant fea tu re  of thisi year’s celebration. 
Its  meaning must be c learly  understood. I t  m ust be u tilized  to  the  
fu lle s t extent in n il speeches and discussions on May Day, as w e ll as 

in  a ll our work in  the ensuing months.

Tw o Refuse Mercy; 
Scorn Court in 

Speeches
SACRAMENTO, C a l— The eight 

m ilita n t workers who were convict­
ed on A p r il 1 of c rim ina l syndical­
ism were sentenced fo r  indeterm in­
ate terms o f one to fourteen years 
by Judge D a l Lemmon last Satur­
day, a fte r he had denied a motion 
fo r a new tr ia l.

The Judge refused to consider the 
affidavit o f ju ro r  Howard M c ln tire , 
obtained by the N.P.L.D., in  which 
he swore th a t the verd ic t was not 
the expression o f the ju r y ’s actual 
opinion, but was the resu lt o f a 
compromise, a horse-trade.

“ As I view the affidavit,”  said the 
Judge, “ it. means absolutely no th ­
ing in th is  court, i t  is fore ign m at­
ter, and the ju ro r  is precluded from  
questioning his own verd ic t.”  The 
opinion of the ju ry  “ foreign m at­
te r”  in a cou rtro om !

Those sentenced were Pat Cham­
bers, Caroline Decker, Norman 
M in i, Lorene Norman, Jack Crane, 
A lbert Houghardy, M a rtin  W ilson 
and Nora Conklin.

Refuse Probation
Lorene Norman and Norman M in i 

who both received a recommenda­
tion from  the ju ry  refused to ask 
fo r probation before the judge.

“ I  feel,”  said Lorene Norman, 
“ th a t an application fo r p robation 
would be an admission of gu ilt, 
therefore I w il l make none in th is 
or any other court.”

Norman M in i, a fte r .summarily 
refusing to apply fo r probation was 
asked the usual question whether 
he could advance any reason why 
he should not. be sentenced.

“ Yes,”  he said. “ Our standing 
here is no accident. Our conviction 
is the logic of the class struggle. 
But. the same class strugg le tha t re­
sults in our conviction w i l l  some 
day generate an irres is tib le  wave 
tha t w i l l  sweep everyth ing th is  
cou rt and th is  State represents 
away forever. W ith  th is  knowledge 
we can race ou r sentences confident­
ly ;  because we know th a t the fu ­
ture belongs to us.”

FORT W AYNE.— A rno ld Johnson, 
Secretary o f tbe N ationa l Unem­
ployed League, spoke here on F r i­
day, A p r il 12. Over 200 listened 
a tten tive ly  as Johnson outlined the 
program o f the N.U.L. The A llen  
County U. L. is reorganizing and a 
state convention o f the U. L. Is 
being called in  June. H a rry  Con­
ner, the president of the A.G.U.L. 
has announced th a t an intensive 
d rive  is to be made in  N orthern 
Ind iana in  the next three weeks.

May Day United Fronts 
Concluded in Other 

Cities

The W orkers P arty  and the 
Spartacus Youth League, the ir 
friends and supporters, w i l l  assem­
ble in fro n t of the ir headquarters, 
2 West 15th Street, fo r  the huge 
May F irs t parade and demonstra­
tion. Th is section of the parade 
w ill he headed by e igh t large red 
Hags and the banners o f the W o rk ­
ers P arty  and the Spartacus Youth 
League.

lie.sides the general slogans of 
the un ited fron t, numerous other 
floats and slogans are being pre- 
pa m l.  The Spartacus Youth League 
in un ifo rm  w ill march along w ith  
the Workers. Party. W orkers P arty  
May Day buttons are already being 
sold. A  special May Day m anifesto 
is being issued by the N ational 
Committee.

Ten thousand copies of the 
s|M>ciul May Day issue o f the New 
M ilita n t w ill tee sold and d is tr ib u t­
ed along the line of march.

A band has been secured, which 
w ill liven up th is  section of the 
parade, and along w ith  the other 
features w ill make the W orkers 
Party-Spartacus Youth section one 
of the live lies t in the whole united 
demonstration. Friends and sup­
porters of the pa rty  are asked to 
assemble at the headquarters early 
on May 1st.

Organizations Represented
The W orkers P arty  is represented 

on the executive committee of the 
Pnited May Day Labor Conference, 
made up o f representatives of the 
leading trades unions, Socialist 
Party, 1. W. \V., W orkm en’s Circle, 
Communist P arty  (O pposition), etc. 
which meets reg u la rly  every Sat­
urday a t 1 P.M. in the Council Room 
of the In te rn a tion a l Ladies Gar­
ment W orkers Pnion at .’I West 10th 
St. Plans fo r m aking th is  year’s 
May Day parade and demonstra­
tion the largest ever held in New 
York, were pushed forw ard  at the 
last meeting of th is  committee, held 
Saturday, A p r il 13. Reports of 
committees on pu b lic ity  manifesto, 
slogans, organization, etc., etc. were 
given.

The plan calls fo r  two huge pa r­
ades, one s ta rtin g  from  15th St. ami 
tak ing  in  a ll unions, po litica l par­
ties, and fra te rna l organizations 
meeting in tha t te rr ito ry . The other 
w ill form  up in the dress m arket 
near 40lh St., and w ill comprise 
the bu lk o f the workers in  the 
dress trade. Both parados w il l  end 
in a monster mass meeting at the 
M all in Centra l Park.

N.B.C. S trike rs  to P artic ipa te
Floats by the score, dozens of 

hands, thousands of placards, and 
one hundred thousand marchers 
are expected to make th is  the la rg ­
est and most co lo rfu l May Day par­
ade in  the h is to ry of New York. 
The In te rna tiona l Ladies Garment 
W orkers locals are prov id ing  bands, 
pennants, arm  bands, and bnnners 
fo r  th e ir  marchers. The Am alga­
mated C lo th ing W orkers are out to  
surpass them. Unions In the food, 
bu ild ing  and other Industrie» prom­
ise1 a splendid tu rnou t. F ive thou­
sand s tr ik in g  N ationa l B iscu it 
w orkers and th e ir  fam ilies w ill 
fo rm  one o f the most im portan t 
sections o f the march. One hundred 
thousand copies o f a May Day man-

(Contlnued on Page 4)

H a lf  a century ago Am erican 
workers, engaged in desperate and 
dram atic  struggles fo r  the eight- 
hour day, made the F irs t of May a 
labor ho liday. The idea was taken 
up a few years la te r by workers in  
other countries and presumably 
May Day became the In te rna tiona l 
Labor Day. O f the associations 
which gather round May Day —  
an ti-m ilita rism , class so lida rity , 
labor in ternationa lism , revo lu tion­
ary  aims of the w o rk ing  class— we 
need not speak here.

Before the Crisis
May Day ceased, however, to lie 

observed generally by the Am erican 
workers. For a time, in certain o f 
the la rge r cities, foreign-speaking 
groups demonstrated in consider­
able num bers; bu t even they be­
came in large measure apathetic 
du ring  the hectic boom period from  
1924 on. In  the main du ring  this 
period American workers shunned 
May Day. They believed the p ro ­
paganda of the boss press and of 
the ir own reactionary trade union 
leaders th a t May Day was fo r  
“ foreigners,”  “ ungra te fu l reds,”  etc. 
who did not appreciate the fac t 
I hat. the Am erican w ork ing  class 
was something unique and led a 
charmed life  of perpetual prosper­
ity  under a special brand o f cap 
ita lism , U.S.A. model.

The cris is has put a period to a ll 
that. I t  is c lear tha t there is  noth­
ing unique about Am erican ca p ita l­
ism, clear ce rta in ly  th a t i t  leads 
no charmed life . As a part o f 
w orld-capita lism  it  is1 in decline, 
and in its  decline brings untold suf­
fe ring  on the masses who in  th is  
land o f boundless resources and an 
uusun*assed productive m achinery 
have in five b rie f years seen th e ir 
standard of liv in g  cut in ha lf.

R is ing m agnificently at the firs t 
op jio rtun ity , the American workers 
have since the spring of 1933 made 
great advances in  organization and 
fought a series o f im portan t ba t­
tles. In  the course of these s tru g ­
gles one illus ion  a fte r another has 
been ruth lessly dissipated.

The New Deal has not brought 
back prosperity. The doubt as to 
whether capita lism  can bo reform ed 
is eating deep in to  the m inds of the 
workers.

Short Cut Proves (a, T rap
The NRA proved not to  be a 

magic gale to union organization. 
The conviction tha t i t  is useless to 
look to the Roosevelt adm in is tra ­
tion o r to any ca p ita lis t govertir 
ment, to give genuine s iqq io rt to 
figh ting  unions gains ground.

Trade union leaders, com m itted 
to "cno jie ra tion”  w ith  the l>osses 
and the bosses’ government, sell 
out strikes, are seen to be “ cooper­
a ting ”  indeed— to keep the boss on 
top and tl« 1 w orkers under— and 
tha t lesson sinks in.

In the presence of such harsh 
rea lities  bunk loses its  hold. The 
bunk of the m ilita r is ts  and super- 
patriots. The bunk o f the red- 
baiters. The I lea rat campaign has 
fa llen  flat among the workers. The 
A. F. of L. bureaucracy got no­
where w ith  its  hi test a ttem pt to 
oust radicals from  the uuious. In  
fact they themselves have to t r y  
now to  put on a “ rad ica l”  cover. 
They collaborate w ith  Socialists, 
hoping tha t tha t w ill convince the 
workers th a t they are “ as progres­
sive as anybody.”  On occasion A. 
F. of L. demagogues collaborate, a t 
least in effect, w ith  Communists, 
as did Coleman C lnherfy in A kron 
recently when he was .selling out 
the s tr ike !

Radical Thought Gaining
The workers in ever Increasing 

numbers are liecoming Interested in  
rad ica l solutions fo r the ir problem. 
They w i l l  march th is1 May Day 
proud ly side b.v, side w ith  the  
W orkers Party , w ith  other parties

(Continued on Page 4)

110,000 Out in 
Student Strike 
Against W ar

NUL is Active 
Thruout Ohio

A LL IA N C E , Oldo, A p r il If.— Four 
hundred S tark County Unemployed 
Leaguers fo rte  through coal orders. 
W ire  to  Governor Davey demanding 
coal in  24 house: or else! Davey 
sent coal !

*  *  *

W AYNESBURG, Ohio, A p r il 1 5 -  
Local No. ft S tark County Unem­
ployed League supporting s trike  of 
Waynesburg T ile  workers, mass 
picketing, de fy ing in junction . O ther 
Leagues send pickets. For union 
recognition.

•  *  *

COLUMBUS, Oldo, A p r il 15.— 
Ohio Unemployed League organiza­
tion  campaign on the way ; six 
county conventions in  six days. 
T rua r, president OUL, at conven­
tions o f Auglaize, Putnam, W il­
liams, Wood, Hancock countie«, 
Say» T ruax, “ O ther conventions in  
line. State w i l l  be organized solid ; 
no tim e to loose.”

» *  *

NEW  LEX1NTO N, Ohio, A p r il 15. 
—The P erry County Unemployed 
League on s tr ike  today. Mas« p ick ­
eting closing down a ll projects. 
Against cut from  50 to  45c per 
hour. For a new re lie f adm in is tra­
tion. The unemployed answer the 
Roosevelt wage cut program w ith  
mass action.

In s id e  S to ry  o f  the  
Battle in Rubber 

U nions

Raw Deal 
 Put Over 
In Akron

Eight Are 
Sentenced 
On Coast

Union Turnout to 
Be Biggest in Years

Workers Party 
To March With 
Unions in N.Y.
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Comments
On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 

Happiness
— = ■ - By B IL L  R E IC H ------------

PEACE ON E A R T H : In  June 
150 TJ. S. battleships and 500 planes 
w i l l  maneuver over 500,000 square 
m iles o f Pacific Ocean in  the most 
»extensive naval “ games”  in  peace­
tim e his to ry. The government es­
tim ates the cost a t $1,250,000. . . . 
In  Ju ly  the Japanese navy w i l l  
p lay "games”  over the same area. 
. . . “ The physical and m a te ria l 
im poss ib ility  of w a r in  the present 
actua l grave circumstances appears 
m anifest to a l l  of us,”  states Pope 
Pius X I  in  the la test encyclical. . . . 

* * *
GOOD W IL L  TOW ARD M E N :

D r. Clarence A. Barbour, President 
o f B row n U n ivers ity , assterts: 
“ Such a t il in g  as the cruc ifix ion  
could not happen today. The in flu ­
ence of C h ris t’s l i fe  has had an 
elevating effect on the m ora l life  
o f a ll m ankind.”  . . . Says Ju lius  
Streicher, Nazi Churchm an: “ I f  I 
should stamp C hris t as a Jew I  
w ould stamp him  as a crim ina l. 
C h ris t was ju s t as un-Jewish as 
H it le r . ”  . . . “ K a r l M arx, the rene­
gade, who never did /_ tap o f w o rk  
in  h is l i f e ; who never believed a 
word he w ro te ; K a r l M arx  the 
p lag ia ris t, who stole a l l h is  ideas, 
as you know i f  you have read his 
words,”  decries the Rev. John J. 
K e lly  in  loving-kindness a t Calvary 
B ap tis t Church, New York. . . . 
W h ile  on the west coast Sister 
Aimee Semple MacPherson an­
nounces : “ I  had a dream d irect 
from  God d irec ting  me to  engage 
In  a crusade against Communism.”  

* * *
H O M E SW EET H O M E : Since

the depression a t least 83,484 fam ­
ilie s  have been forced to “ double 
up,’ in  P ittsbu rgh  according to a 
recent survey. . . . Cinemactress 
Colleen Moore’s do ll house cost 
$435,000 to construct. I t  is fitted  
w ith  every convenience known to 
science. . . . More than 10,000,000 
homes in the IT. S. are no t equipped 
w ith  baths. . . . John I). Rockefeller 
recently  donated .$2,500.000 to erect 
a gothic edifice in New Y ork to 
house h is to ric  relics o f the D.A.R.
. . . 1,800,000 people in  New York 
s t i l l  live  in  miserable tenements 
declared ille g a l since 1902. . . Land­
lo rds in W ilm ing ton , Delaware shut 
off the w ater of 72 destitu te  fam ­
ilies when re lie f au thorities  refused 
to appropria te money fo r rent. . . 

* * *
BLESSED A R E T H E  L IT T L E  

C H IL D R E N : Fam ilies on re lie f
produce 250,000 ch ildren annually.
. . . Jean Leopold Duplan, head of 
Pennsylvania’s largest s ilk  m il l pa­
tr io t ic a lly  boasts: “ I  founded my 
company in 1898 when I  saw hun­
dreds o f healthy children coming 
out of the doors of schools. In  less 
than tw o  years we had tw o thou­
sand of the finest young g ir ls  at 
the looms. I  b rought occupation 
fo r  the hands of g ir ls  and women­
fo lk .”  . . . The N a tiona l Education 
Association reports tha t 3,000,000 
ch ildren, one eighth o f the to ta l 
school population, suffers from  de­
fective  eyesight. . . . M a ln u tritio n  
among school children has increased 
30 percent since the beginning of 
the depression. A t present 18.1 per 
cent o f Am erican school children 
are undernourished. . . .

*  *  *

LABO R: Chevrolet M otors is re­
w a rd ing  24 loya l and fa ith fu l 
workers averaging 71 years o f age 
w ith  free trips  to W ashington, D.C., 
to  v is it p a trio tic  shrines. . . . The 
resu lts of a ll N IR A  Labor Board 
elections up to March 15 show 67 
percent of the workers in  favo r of 
bona fide trade unions and on ly 30 
percent in  favor o f company un­
ions. . . . “ M a jo r ity  ru le  in collec­
tive  barga in ing is un-Am erican and 
uneth ica l,”  states H. I. H a rrim an , 
President of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. . . . M in is ­
ters ’ Union, Local No. 1, has ap­
plied fo r membership in the A. F. 
o f L. . . The c ity  o f Bethlehem, Pa. 
recently purchased three armored 
police cars. . . .

*  *  *

T H E  S TA TE  O F T H E  N A TIO N :
R e lie f workers in  Lee County, Ala., 
receive $5 weekly. . . . -Francis B. 
Davis, cha irm an of the U n ited 
States Rubber Co., receives a sa l­
a ry  of $125,000 annually, an in ­
crease o f $18,000 over h is  1931 sal­
ary. . . . One year ago Jay Pugh of 
Linco ln, Nebraska, was sentenced to 
serve tw o  years fo r  stealing bread 
to feed h is ch ildren. Upon being 
parolled he stole 100 lbs. of coal to 
heat his home. He m ust re tu rn  to 
prison to fin ish the firs t sentence.
. . . Hazel Forbes, 24 year old den ti­
fr ice  heiress, has an income of 
$3,000 a day. . . . The average 
amount o f d irect re lie f in  the U. S. 
is  $6.66 per fam ily  per week. In  
(Kentucky the average is on ly  $2.45 
per fam ily . . . .  On A p r il 15 the 
II.  S. T reasury paid $375,000,000 
in terest to holders o f 4 i%  L ib e rty  
Bonds. . . . Prof. G iacchino Palom- 
ba, honor graduate o f the Un ivers­
i t y  of M ilan  and fo rm er teacher in  
the Union C ity , N. J., h igh  school, 
died of starvation, being too proud 
to ask fo r  re lie f. . . . W illia m  E. 
Lewis, president o f the O wens-Il­
lino is  Glass Co. increased his sal­
a ry  from  $59,000 to  $100,000 in  tw o

Mass Picketing is Effective in 
FERA Workers Strike in Ohio
Radio Workers Are 
Fighting For One 
Nation-wide Union

P H IL A D E L P H IA . —  Some tim e 
last year the membership o f Radio 
and Television W orkers Federal 
Labor Unions 18368 and 18369 suc­
cessfully prevented the A. F. o f L. 
from  breaking them up in to  c ra ft 
groups and by th e ir  determined 
stand succeeded in  ge tting  federal 
charters.

Both unions are organized s tr ic t ­
ly  on an in d u s tr ia l basis, No. 18368 
fo r  the Philco p lan t a t F ro n t Street 
and A llegheny Ave. and No. 18368 
fo r the p lan t a t C Street and A l­
legheny Avenue, the fo rm er having 
approxima te ly  1,500 and the la tte r  
about 6,000 members. The healthy 
s p ir it  and sound judgm ent among 
the membership has manifested i t ­
self repeatedly in  questions of sai 
aries, etc. L a te r in  the year they 
realized th a t in  order to be and re 
main effective i t  would be necessary 
to create a na tiona l organization on 
an in d u s tria l basis. So they asked 
the A. F. o f L. fo r  a na tiona l con­
ference o f a l l rad io w orkers ’ un­
ions, inc lud ing  the various indepen­
dent groups th a t have sprung up 
in  other places, to discuss the m at­
ter.

A. F . of L . Fakers No H elp
At. las t a conference was called, 

bu t those unions not yet a ffilia ted 
w ith  the A. F. of L. were le ft  out, 
thereby underm in ing from  the ou t­
set the very aims w h ich  the union 
wanted to accomplish, namely un i­
fica tion  of organizations in  the ra ­
dio in dus try  through ONE indus­
t r ia l union.

The conference, wh ich took place 
in December in  B uffa lo, decided to 
apply to the A. F. o f L. fo r a char­
ter fo r a N a tiona l O rganization and 
to make a decided e ffo rt to  organ­
ize the industry . Aga in the great 
moguls o f the A. F. o f L. showed 
the ir backwardness when they op­
posed such a move on the grounds 
th a t the radio unions had not suffi­
cient funds. B u t they were very 
qu ick to  ask fo r  the regu la r assess­
ments to the A. F. o f L.

The workers are beginning to 
wonder w ha t a ffilia tion  w ith  the A. 
F. o f L. is good fo r i f  they cannot 
get any a id  from  i t  in  organizing 
the industry. W hy could no t the 
A. F. of L. use some o f its  ample 
funds to undertake such a drive? 
The notion of the A. F. of L. bu­
reaucrats tha t the unions must go 
out and organize on th e ir own mea­
ger resources and a fte r which the 
A. F. o f L. w i l l  graciously deign to 
le t them pay th e ir  per capita dues 
is r ig h tfu lly  looked upon w ith  scorn

by the union. Repeatedly sentim ent 
has been voiced th a t m igh t— i f  the 
present policy o f the A. F. of L. 
continues—-lead to  dissention.

Three Unions in  One P lant
How  correct the position o f the 

Philco unions is in  th e ir  demand 
fo r  a unified na tiona l organization 
— w hich by the way is shared by 
officers and members of the union 
a like— is  illu s tra te d  by conditions 
in the V ic to r p lan t in  Camden, 
where three groups are try in g  to 
fu n c tio n : a so-called independent 
u n io n ; the Radio and M eta lw orkers 
Union (probably the strongest) and 
the A. F. o f L. The la tte r, however, 
seems to  be content to w a it u n til 
in  the various departments 51% of 
the workers have decided to a ff il i­
ate w ith  i t  and then tak in g  them 
in. W ith  one in d u s tria l union in  
the fie ld  on a na tiona l scale, tha t 
organization would represent a real 
power tha t could not so easily be 
hoodwinked by the rad io  interests 
—nor by the A. F. o f L. officialdom 
either, and the la tte r  is perhaps the 
real reason behind the opposition 
against such a move.

This new and unspoiled blood in 
the rad io unions, as w e ll as in  other 
groups, w ith  th e ir sound in s tinc t 
fo r  the needs of the day would be 
fa r  less p liab le  to  the maneuvers of 
the top officials. As a m a tte r of 
fact, th is  new blood m igh t become 
the instrum ent (especially i f  other 
industries would experience s im ila r 
developments) to in s t i l l  new li fe  in ­
to the organization, make i t  a rea l 
figh ting  instrum ent o f the workers 
and inc iden ta lly  unseat the sw ivel- 
cha ir “ labor leaders”  from  th e ir 
coveted positions. And w hat could 
be more obnoxious to those great 
men like  B i l l  Green, M a tt W oll, 
John L. Lewis, etc.? Once the 
w orkers recognize these deeper rea­
sons fo r the constant sabotage of 
th e ir  w ork by the A. F. of L. offi­
cials, they w i l l  also see th e ir  way 
clear fo r  fu r th e r and even more de­
term ined action.

F ig h t Inside the A. F . of L .
Any attem pt to secede from  the 

A. F  o f L. is w rong and must be 
opposed by a ll re a lly  progressive 
and m ilita n t forces. R ather a de­
term ined figh t m ust be pu t up by 
the progressive elements to  keep 
the union on the m ilita n t course on 
wh ich i t  started. The demand fo r 
a cha rte r fo r  a national organiza­
tion m ust be pressed w ith  a l l means 
a t the disposal o f the unions. The 
in d u s tr ia l character o f the union 
m ust be preserved. The member­
ship m ust guard constantly against 
in troduc tion  o f customary A. F. of 
L. “ methods”  o f co llabora tion  w ith  
the bosses, o f bu ild ing  a reaction­
a ry  machine inside the union.

There is on ly one way tha t w i l l  
lead the workers to v ic to ry— deter­
mined, m ilita n t ACTION.

Newssellers Picket 
Press; Organize  
Union; Make Gains

F irs t Regional Conference  
of SYL Marks Real Progress

By B IL L  STR E E TE R
The f irs t regional conference of 

the Spartacus Youth league com 
eluded its  sessions last Sunday 
n igh t w ith  a ho tly  contested elec­
tion  o f a d is tr ic t  committee fo r 
the New England d is tr ic t. F rom  
the opening remarks by Comrade 
Streeter to the ad journm ent and 
the s inging of the In te rna tiona l, 
the centra l note o f the whole con­
ference was an enthusiastic reco­
gn ition  of the phenomenal grow th 
of the League and of ou r prospects 
fo r  the fu tu re . Delegates from  out 
of town branches and from  New 
Y ork  a like  listened w ith  rea l sat­
isfaction as Comrade Gould, N a tion­
al Secretary, reported th a t in  the 
fou r months since our f irs t na tional 
convention in December the number 
of branches had grown from  twelve 
to tw enty five and the membership 
jumped from  175 to 420; an in ­
crease of 144%.

Comrade Gould, N a tion a l Sec­
re ta ry , S.Y.L., explained how the 
N.C. had taken hold o f the organ- 
izaion from  the firs t day, how the 
f irs t m onth had been spent on dev­
eloping and consolidating a na tion­
a l apparatus. The N a tiona l Com­
m ittee then proceeded to tu rn  
itse lf in to  a “ bureau o f publica­
tions”  fo r  in te rna l in fo rm a tion  and 
the. bu ild ing  up of an organ ization­
al understanding among the mem­
bers. He went on to present the

years. . . . H ungry, W illia m  Ackers 
of Syracuse, N. Y., stole tw o  ch ick­
ens. He was given a 24 year prison 
sentence. . . . George Horace Lo ri- 
mer receives $100,000 per year fo r  
ed iting  the Saturday Evening Post. 
. . . The M etropo litan  L ife  In s u r­
ance Co. paid nearly $5,000,000 in  
suic ide cla im s in  1934. T h is  was 
$2,500,000 less than the peak year 
o f 1932. . . . Edw ard R yb ick i of 
the New Y ork Departm ent o f Labor 
has draw n up plans fo r  transport­
ing  destitute H arlem  Negroes back 
to  the South. . . . M echanical cot­
ton pickers are developed to such 
a stage th a t they could efficiently 
displace tw o  o r three m illio n  human 
cotton pickers in  the South. . . . 
“ Things seem to have gone hack 
since I  went aw ay,”  says Charles 
Schwab upon re tu rn in g  from  a 
m onth ’s stay on the R iv ie ra . . . .

plans of the committee fo r  s t i l l  
fu r th e r expansion and summer 
work.

The report on New Y ork  C ity  by 
Comrade Streeter took up the act­
iv i ty  o f the five New Y ork  branches 
in  re la tion  to the decisions o f the 
(National Convention on ¡building, 
a broad revo lu tionary youth o rg­
anization. I t  was pointed ou t th a t 
the New Y ork  membership has 
grown steadily and th a t i t  is now 
predom inantly composed of young 
w orkers : 74% w o rk ing  and un­
employed, and 26% student. The 
(industria l, educational, cu ltu ra l 
and o ther activ ities  were dea lt w ith , 
and were elaborated by delegates 
in  the discussion

Reports were heard from  New­
ark, New Haven, A llen tow n and 
P h ilade lph ia  on the problems and 
activ ities  con fronting  th e ir  respect­
ive localities.

Comrade L a rry  Cohen, represent­
ing  the New Y ork  D is tr ic t  o f the 
W orkers P a rty  reported to the  con­
ference on the w ork  and fun c tio n ­
ing of the party . He dealt extens­
ive ly  w ith  the re lations o f the 
P a rty  to  the Spartacus, and an­
swered many o f the questions raised 
by the delegates. H is  report was 
very favo rab ly  received.

The f irs t regional conference of 
the Spartacus Youth League, by the 
healthy and active character o f its  
discussion, by the prom ising reports 
o f the delegates, and by the election 
o f a d is tr ic t committee to  ca rry  
out the plans and perspectives la id  
down, makes a determ ined and de­
fin ite  step towards its  goal o f  be­
com ing a broad, mass revo lu tiona ry  
youth organization.

On the F E R A  s tr ik e  fro n t, the 
past week has been one o f m ilita n t 
mass action. Thursday and F rid a y  
saw “ fly in g  squadrons” , organized 
by F rank  Buck o f the W. P. and 
Lucas County U. L., descend on 
three m a jo r w o rk -re lie f projects 
and 2 open shop construction jobs 
on w h ich  scabs were being em­
ployed, and shut them a l l down 
tigh t. On tw o  occasions the pickets 
defied police interference and re­
moved shovels from  the hands of 
re luc tan t scabs.

No action toward a state-w ide 
FE R A  s trike  was taken by the em­
ergency conference o f the state 
Federation of Labor held in  Col­
umbus, Ohio, A p r il 7. Discussion 
on the floor of the conference on 
a ll m atters concerning social legis­
la tio n  was lim ited  to two hours, 
which presented the s tr ik e  from  
being discussed. A  conference w ith  
C. C. S tillm an, federa l adm in is tra­
to r  in  charge o f Ohio re lie f, and a 
committee from  the Jo in t A ction  
Committee o f the F E R A  strike , re­
vealed th a t the new w orks re lie f 
program  w ould not go in to  effect in  
Ohio u n t il June o r thereafter.

Widespread disorganization and 
confusion has been revealed in  the 
Ohio re lie f adm in is tra tive  m achin­
ery by S tillm an. S ubstantia l in ­
creases in  d irec t re lie f promised by 
Clarence Benedict, new Lucas 
County re lie f head, on A p r i l 1 
du ring  a dem onstration o f 1,200 
workers massed inside the re lie f 
headquarters1, have since been de­
nied. Benedict stated on the fo l­
low ing day th a t he had “ m isunder­
stood”  the new regulations and 
th a t increases w i l l  go in to  effect 
on ly fo r  w o rk  re lie f. Th is increase 
is a bribe to some o f thte unem­
ployed to  get them to re tu rn  to 
F E R A  jobs and break the s trike .

Announcement was made today 
th a t 156 salaried flunkies, attached 
to the Lucas County w ork  belief 
adm in is tra tive  sta ff, have been 
slashed from  the payro lls  as the 
s tr ike  has le ft them w ith  noth ing 
to  do. A l l  those fired had been 
ho ld ing down th e ir  jobs as a resu lt 
o f p o lit ic a l tie-ups, w h ile  tens of 
thousands o f w o rth y  re lie f clients 
and unemployed were in  need o f 
work.

News Boys O rganizing
The Jo in t A ction  Committee, 

fo llow ing  a mass meeting held in  
the Central Labor U n ion h a ll Sat­
urday afternoon, A p r il 6, of which 
A r t  Preis, organizer fo r  the Toledo 
branch o f the W. P., was chairm an, 
th rew  a mass p icke t line  o f 200 
about thte offices o f the Toledo 
News-Bee and Toledo Blade, lead­
in g  cap ita lis t da ilies here. Occa­
sion fo r  th is  was the report to the 
meeting th a t members o f the News 
M erchants Union, employed by the 
pub lish ing concerns fo r  street se ll­
ing, had been fired by both papers 
th a t m orn ing fo r  union organiza­
tion  and one member had been 
severely beaten by tw o  thugs em­
ployed by the News-Bee.

E ffo rts  o f street corner news­
paper te llers, the most exploited 
group o f workers in  the c ity , to 
organize in to  a union have been 
met by a l l types o f v ic tim iza tion  
and te rro r in  the  past tw o  weeks. 
Commissions and bonuses from  
sales paid to  th«4e men average not 
more than $4 per week. The A. F. 
o f L. has refused a cha rte r to the 
news m erchants on the grounds 
th a t no provis ion has been madte 
fo r  th is  p a rtic u la r type o f worker, 
and “ besides”  they could not a fford 
to pay dues. B i l l  P r io r, W . P. 
member, who is organizer and rep­
resentative fo r  the news merch­
ants, spoke before the Centra l L a ­
bor Union delegate m eeting las t 
Thursday n ig h t and secured a un­
animous votte o f the C.L.U. to back 
th is  new newssellers union 100% 
“ physica lly , m o ra lly  and financia l­
ly ” .

As a resu lt o f the p icke t line  
Saturday, A p r i l 6, the c ircu la tion  
managers of both papers m et w ith  
B i l l  P r io r  and the News Merchants 
Union committee today, and made 
an agreement to re instate a t once 
a l l un ion men fired, to pay medical 
b ills  and compensation to  the union 
man who was beaten up, and to de­
tra in  from  any fu r th e r  v ic tim iza ­
tion  o r d iscrim ina tion  against union 
men.

Spring F rolic and Chess Contest
Saturday Evening, April 20th

2 W EST 15th S TR E E T (T h ird  Floor)

Auspices : New Y ork  D is tr ic t  Membership, ¡W. P. o f the U.S. 

D A N C IN G  Admission 25c CHESS

IN T H E  U N I O N S
— M— ■ — I By K A R L LORE ' i .  ■ n -

M ilitan t Joins 
Workers Party 
in Fort Wayne

To the N.E.C. o f W orkers P arty  
Dear Comrades,

A fte r care fu l study and consider­
a tion  o f the princip les and policies 
o f the W orkers P arty , and a fte r 
seeing these policies in  action, I  am 
convinced th a t the W orkers P arty  
is the force th a t w i l l  re a lly  organ­
ize the workers o f the U n ited 
States in to  a pow erfu l revo lu tion­
a ry  movement.

The Lovestone Group’s position 
fo r the re form  o f the offic ia l Com­
m unist P a rty  and the T h ird  In te r­
na tiona l leaves on ly one road open 
to them and th a t is the road tha t 
must, i f  the line  is p r in c ip a lly  ad­
hered to, lead them back in to  the 
ranks o f the offic ia l C. P. I  am of 
the opin ion th a t the offic ia l C. P. 
.cannot be reform ed and cannot be 
the agency fo r  ra lly in g  the workers 
fo r  revo lu tiona ry  struggle.

The W orkers P a rty  is the neces­
sary force to un ite  the revo lu tion­
ary  forces fo r  positive revo lu tion­
a ry  w ork  and action. The purely 
opposition groups have outlived 
th e ir  usefulness.

The recent cap itu la tion  of the 
N.E.C. o f the S.P., the w ith d ra w in g  
of whole states (Ind iana  and Ore­
gon) p la in ly  shows the re fo rm is t 
position o f the S.P. I t  is impossible 
fo r  revo lu tion is ts  to ca rry  on work 
as revo lu tion is ts  in  the S. P.

I t  Is fo r  these reasons th a t I 
apply fo r  membership in  the W ork­
ers P arty . I  hope through the 
W orkers P a rty  In F o rt Wayne to 
do my share to un ite  the revo lu­
tion a ry  forces in  the W orkers P a rty  
and to  ca rry  on w ork  among the 
masses fo r a revo lu tiona ry  program. 

W ith  Communist greetings, 
H A R R Y  I I .  CONNER 

F o rt Wayne, Ind.

Spartacus Starts 
National Tour
The fo llow ing  is the it in a ry  of 

Nathan Gould, N a tiona l Secretary 
of the Spartacus Youth League: 
A P R IL :

P h iladelph ia—20, 21, 22.
State College— 23 
P ittsbu rgh— 24, 25 
Youngstown, Ohio— 26, 27, 28, 29 

(Regional Conference 27, 28). 
Cleveland— 30, M ay 1.

M A Y :
Columbus— 2, 3, 4.
Toledo— 6.
D e tro it, M ich.—-7, 8.
Chicago, 111.— 10, 11, 12. 13 (Reg­

iona l Conference 11, 12). 
G illespie—15, 16.
St. Louis, Mo.— 17.
Kansas C ity— 18, 19.
Phoenix, A riz .— 22, 23 
Los Angeles, C a lif.— 24. 25, 26, 27 

(Regional Conference 25, 26). 
Fresno, Cal.— 28.
San Francisco— 29, 30, 31, June 1. 

J U N E :
Salt Lake C ity , U tah— 3. 
M inneapolis, M inn.— 7, 8, 9. 
Chicago, 111.— 11, 12, 13.
D e tro it, M ich.— 29, 30.

J U L Y :
Toronto, Canada— 2, 3, 4.
Buffa lo , N. Y.— 5.

M A Y D A Y R A LLY  
and SO CIAL

D ancing - Skits - Refreshments 
Saturday, A p ril 27, a t 8 PJVL 

Presentation o f M ay Day Banner 
by Workers: P a rty  to S. P. L . at 

2 W est 15th Street, N . Y . C. 
A D M IS S IO N  15c 

Aus : Spartacus Youth  League

Just Off the Press
The Suppressed 

TE S TA M E N T O F L E N IN

W ith  tw o  exp lanatory artic les  

by LEO N  TR O TS K Y  
10c each $7.00 per hundred

W H IC H  PA R TY  FO R T H E  

A M ER IC A N  W ORKERS?
Lette rs to W orker-Correspondent 

by A. J. M USTE 

5c each $3.50 per hundred
P IO N E E R  P U B LIS H E R S  
96 F ifth  Avenue, N . Y . C.

W O R K E R S
Protect Yourselves Against the 

Hazards of L ife , Join the 

W O R KM EN’S S IC K  AND DEA TH  
B E N E F IT  FU N D  O F T H E  U.S. 

1884-1935
Organized, managed by and fo i 
workers w ith  on ly one purpose: to 
render protection to  members and 
th e ir fam ilies, and to support all 
endeavors and struggles fo r  th * 
improvement o f to ile rs .<
About 50,000 members organized it. 
350 branches. Reserves $3,400,00® 

Death benefit graded according t< 
age a t entry. Sick Benefit pay­
ments from  $360 to $900— to mei 
and women, according to classes 
M onth ly  assessments from  45c to 

$2.20.
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tion  apply t« 

Main O ffice:
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N . Y.

The “ Am erican F lin t ”  w h ich  sus­
pended publication in  1932 a fte r 
23 years of continuous a c tiv ity , Is 
w ith  us again. I t  is  the organ of 
the Am erican F lin t  Glass W orkers 
Union. The organization was los­
ing membership steadily and the 
few thousand who remained in  the 
ranks were unable to bear the bur­
den. Im proved conditions in  the 
union and in  the indus try  generally 
caused the come-back.

Union ism  in  glass has con trib ­
uted in te resting  and valuable pages 
to the h is to ry  o f A m erican labor. 
Glass w orkers were among the f irs t 
to  ho is t the banner o f organization. 
And nowwhere has the complete 
fu t i l i t y  o f c ra ft unionism  been as 
conclusively proven as in  th is  in d ­
ustry. The N a tiona l W indow  Glass 
W orkers w h ich a t one tim e com­
p le te ly  dom inated its  trade wwas 
forced to  disband in  1928 because 
the in troduc tion  of new m achinery 
rendered its  h ig h ly  sk illed  member­
sh ip  unnecessary.

•  *  *

GLASS . . .
The Am erican F lin t  Glass W o rk ­

ers Union is also a c ra ft organiza­
tion. I t ’s fa ilu re  to grow In th is  
last period is a reflection of th a t 
fundam ental weakness in  its  s truc­
ture. I t  is one o f the las t o f the 
old type o f labor unions w h ich  re­
gard themselves more as social and 
fra te rn a l clubs than figh ting  eco­
nomic organizations o f labor.

E a rly  in  1934 when a num ber of 
Federal Labor Unions merged w ith  
the W indow  Glass Cutters League 
to organize the Federation o f F la t 
Glass W orkers, the F lin t  Glass 
W orkers refused to go along in th is  
a ttem pt to bu ild  a real in d u s tr ia l 
union in the industry . The Feder- 
tion  is the most prom ising develop­
ment th a t has appeared In th is  fie ld 
fo r  a long tim e. I ts  roots are in  
the g ian t plants o f the Industry  and 
its  s p ir it  seems to be m ilita n t.

*  *  *

LU M B ER M EN  . . .
There is a good deal of loose 

th in k in g  in the labor and rad ica l 
movement on the subject o f indus­
t r ia l unionism. The resu lt has quite 
often been to create s tructures tha t 
were so unw ie ldy th a t they broke 
down of th e ir  own weight. Indus­
t r ia l  unionism  does not mean to  
merge organizations w h ich  have no 
rea l reason fo r  being together.

I t  is even more puzzling when 
the executive council of the A m eri­
can Federation of Labor pu lls  a 
s tun t of th is  k ind. Those gentlemen 
have shown themselves, in  the past 
few  months, to be anyth ing but 
frie n d ly  to  in du s try  organization. 
The whole  trend, in  fac t, has been 
in  the other d irection. W hy there­
fore, did the last session of the ex­
ecutive council g ran t the B ro th e r­
hood of Carpenters and Joiners ju r-

YOUNSTOW N has made excel­
le n t progress in  the past week. 
W ith  a score o f 90% a t th is  w r it in g  
and the prospects o f 100% by the 
tim e th is  is p rin ted i t  puts to  shame 
such “ active” 'centers as New ¥o rk , 
Chicago, Boston, Toledo, D e tro it! 
These la tte r  are s t i l l  “ active”  in  
b ring ing  up the rear.

Allentown has also forged ahead 
and now stands at 44%.

The lis t  up to  date fo llow s :
GOOD

Youngstown 90%
Plentywood 50%.

F A IR
A llen tow n 44%
A kron 40%
C inc inna ti 40%
Davenport 40%
E. St. Louis 40%
Lou isv ille  40%
Minneapolis 371%
W orcester 30%
S alt Lake C ity  30%

POOR
P hiladelph ia  22%
Charleston 20%
New Haven 20%

V E R Y  POOR
San Francisco 15%.
New Y ork 121%
Boston 12%)
G u lfp o rt 21%
Toledo 12%
Newcastle 10%
Paterson 10%
Los Angeles H %
Chicago 8%)
Cleveland 71%
St. Louis 71%
Newark 6%
KaKnsas C ity  6%
P ittsbu rgh  5%i
Columbus 4%
D e tro it 4%

E V E N  W ORSE
None o f the fo llow ing  have been 

heard from  :
B ilo x i, B uffa lo, D ickson C ity  

F o rt Wayne, Mineola, M ount Car­
mel, Oakland, Springfield, Staun­
ton, Throop, W ashington, W inston 
Salem, Waukegan, Champaign, 
V irden.

There is no excuse fo r  such neg­
lect and i t  is about tim e th a t a l l 
those from  the top of “ very poor”  
down should get busy m easuring up 
to  the standards set by the branches 
a t the top o f the lis t.

In  la s t week’s Issue Comrade 
Muste directed an appeal to  a ll

isd ic tion  over loggers, lumbermen 
and saw m ill workers? Is  there any 
log ica l connection? The answer, I  
submit, is  in  the negative.

P ra c tica lly  the en tire  membership 
o f the Carpenters Union is in  the 
bu ild ing  trades. R ea lis tic  indus­
t r ia l  unionism  fo r  the Brotherhood 
means the u n ity  o f the  b u ild in g  
workers. Lum berjacks have no 
more place in  the carpenters union 
than the Sheet M eta l W orkers, fo r  
example, would have in  the  organ­
iza tion  of the steel workers.

*  *  *

HU TC HESO N . . .
We need no t look too fa r  fo r  the 

executive council’s m otive. T he  
Carpenters have tw o representa­
tives on th a t august body. H u tch ­
eson, president o f the Carpenters is 
a staunch old-guarder, and th is  is 
an obvious move to  strengthen the 
hand o f the die-hards in  the Feder­
ation. A nd those elements who see 
the need fo r  in d u s tr ia l organization 
have gone along on the basis o f an­
other horse-trad ing arrangement.

T h is  development is a l l the more 
im portan t because i t  comes on the 
heels o f a repo rt th a t lum ber w o rk ­
ers in  five western states are pre­
pa ring  to s trike . Has Hutcheson 
been given the job o f “ co n tro llin g ”  
the situa tion?

T lie  lum ber workers need a na­
tiona l un ion o f th e ir  own. Back in 
1920 the T im ber W orkers  Union 
w h ich had been organized du ring  
the war, counted ten thousand 
members. B u t i t  collapsed in  1922. 
In  the la s t year and a h a lf spon­
taneous organ ization has taken 
place in  many sections and the 
workers have organized in to  Fed­
era l Unions. A t the present tim e 
about 30 such locals exist. I f  the 
Federation re a lly  wants to  do the 
job i t  w i l l  organize again on the 
w a r tim e basis w ith  a leadership 
chosen by the workers themselves. 

* * *
B R IE F S  . . .

The Brewery W orkers Union of 
Portland, Oregon has been barred 
from  membership by the C entra l 
Labor Council on the ground th a t 
the union has refused to abide by 
the ju r is d ic tio n a l decision o f the 
las t two conventions o f the A. F. of 
L. The B rew ery Union, they charge, 
has boycotted breweries wh ich 
m aintained agreements w ith  other 
labor organizations. . . . A lvaney 
Johnson, grand mogul o f the B ro th ­
erhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
has won a reversal of h is  convic­
tion o f having m isapplied funds o f 
the de funct Standard T ru s t Com­
pany. He was Chairm an o f the 
Board. . . . The U n ited T ex tile  
W orkers is sending a tru ck  equip­
ped w ith  loud speaking apparatus 
through the Southern states to aid 
th e ir  organ ization campaign in 
D ix ie .

members and friends to  take th is 
task o f augm enting the New M Ui- 
tan t c ircu la tio n  as one o f the firs t 
and most im portan t ones. He called 
fo r  increased c ircu la tio n  by thou­
sands. O nly you in  the fie ld  can 
make th is  plan a re a lity . The 
ground w ork  m ust be done now—  
qu ick ly . T h is  tim e next week should 
see hundreds of new subs and 
pledges in  the business office.

To the branches w hich are ahead 
on the drive— keep up the good 
w ork. E ffo rt is needed every day 
of the week. To those w hich have 
been behind— wake up!

WHAT TO ATTEND
New York City

A p r il 20, Saturday 8 P. M,—  
2 West 15th Street, ( th ird  f lo o r ) .  
Spring F ro lic  and Chess E xh ib itio n . 
Jazz ' ■ -. hot d rinks. I f  you don’t
dance, there w i l l  be an exh ib ition  o f 
simultaneous chess by a w e ll-know n 
player. A ll who w ish to  pa rtic ipa te  
should reserve boards im m edia te ly  
by ca llin g  F red Nash, ALg. 9058.

A p r il 26, F riday, 8 :30— “ A m eri­
ca’s Role in  the Coming W ar.”  
Speaker : Max Shachtman. Sunny- 
m aid A ud ito rium , 277 K ingston Ave. 
(near Eastern P a rkw ay), B rook lyn . 
Auspices: F la tbush Branch W. P.

A p r il 27, Sat. evening—Dance by 
the F latbush B ranch a t Cordoba 
H a ll, 12 Crown St., B rook lyn  (near 
F ra n k lin  Ave.). A ll  B rooklyn  com­
rades urged to . attend and b ring  
th e ir  friends.

A p r i l 26, F riday, 8 :30— Open F o r­
um : “ The Danger o f W ar and the 
European Arm s S itua tion .”  Speak­
er : Lu dw ig  Lore. B ranch 1 a t Its 
new headquarters, 420 E. 19th St.

M ay 4, Sat. 8 :30 P.M.— Branch 1 
Housewarm ing and Dance. A t new 
headquarters, 420 E ast 19th Street.. 
Everyone invited.

Minneapolis
M ay 1, Wed. 8 P.M.— M ay Day 

Celebration a t B ranch Headquar­
ters, 631 3rd Ave. S. G rant Dunne,, 
p rinc ipa l speaker. Social ho u r and 
refreshments to fo llow . Adm. 15c.

Wednedsay evenings a t 8 P.M.—  
Regular P ub lic  Lectures on w o rk ­
ing  class problems a t B ranch Head­
quarters, 631 3rd Ave. S. Adm ission 
free.

New Haven
A p r il 24, Wednesday 8 P.M.— A. 

J. Muste w i l l  speak on “ Coming 
Labor Struggles and the W .P.”  A lso  
Ju lius  Bertm an on “ W hy I  L e ft the 
S.P.”  A t F ra te rna l H a ll, 19 E lm  St.

Youngstown Br. 
Leads Sub Drive
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M A R C H  OF E V E N TS
¡By JACK W E B E R ¡

What Now fo r the Textile Workers?
T H E  STRESA CONFERENCE

W hat happened a t Stresa was a 
foregone conclusion long in  advance 
o f the actua l conference. H it le r  
sweeps aside the arm am ent clauses 
o f the Versa illes T reaty, establish­
es Germany’s complete freedom to 
prepare fo r  the next war, and a ll 
th a t the form er allies can do under 
present conditions is to admonish 
H it le r  tha t he had be tte r not do i t  
again. T h is  tim e, say the helpless 
prem iers, we w i l l  y ie ld  to  you— but 
next tim e, look o u t ! Stresa thus 
m arks the success of Nazi dip lom a­
cy in  w inn ing  England to support 
German rearmament —  fo r use 
against the Soviet Union. A t  the 
same tim e  Great B r ita in  makes i t  
pe rfec tly  p la in  tha t the reparations 
clauses and the arm am ent p ro v i­
sions o f the Versailles system may 
be void— but the te r r ito r ia l changes 
made by the w a r stand. H it le r  need 
not expect to recover from  the B r i t ­
ish lion  w hat has once come under 
its  claws. I f  German cap ita lism  
needs to expand, le t i t  be to the 
East!

I f  Stresa m arks the fina l rum b­
lin g  of the post-war Versa illes sys­
tem fo r  guaranteeing to the v ic tors 
the spoils, i t  signifies a t the same 
tim e the weakening o f French 
hegemony in  Europe. French im ­
peria lism  feels th is  keenly and 
hence seeks help to  m a in ta in  her 
s lipp ing  position. France is aware 
th a t the German m ilita r is ts  fear 
no th ing so much as a m il ita ry  a l­
liance between France and the So­
v ie t Union. Thus fa r  th is  alliance, 
a l l bu t consummated, has been 
held as a th rea t over H it le r ’s head. 
B u t having accomplished his f irs t 
m a jo r objective, H it le r  im m ediate­
ly  proceeds towards the accomplish­
ment o f his next object, the separ­
ation  of France from  Russia. That 
is the meaning o f the vague and 
form less offer to  sign an Eastern 
Locarno pact w ith o u t any m ilita ry  
assistance clauses. T ha t offer is 
intended to gain tim e and to head 
off the Franco-Russian alliance. In  
th is  move the Nazis have the fe r­
vent support of the reactionaries of 
both France and England. The 
D a ily  Express o f Lord  Beaverbrook 
rid icu les the idea of defining an 
aggressor: “ The tru th  about a ll the 
rigm aro le  from  Stresa is tha t Lo­
carno and a ll its  works have been 
reduced by the new events to u tte r 
nonsense. A re we going to bomb 
P aris  because France invades Ger­
many to assist Russia which has 
been invaded by Germany? No, 
s i r ! ’’ And in  tru th , who w i l l  ever 
stop on the outbreak o f a w ar to  
determ ine the aggressor? Only 
se lf-in terest determines the com- i 
b ina tions made in  an im p e ria lis t 
war.

>!- * * *:
S T A L IN IS M  AND T H E  W AR  
DANG ER

To the w ork ing  class i t  m ust be 
made clear th a t Stresa is a step 
not towards peace but towards war. 
Faced w ith  the prospect of im per­
ia lis t w a r and in te rven tion  against 
the Soviet Union, the S ta lin is ts  re­
veal the depths to w h ich  they have 
dragged the October Revolution.

Any appeal fo r  revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tion  of the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ri­
at is completely ignored w h ile  the 
S ta lin is ts  confine th e ir  efforts fo r 
l>oace completely to  the realm  of 
diplom acy and maneuvers behind 
the scene. In th e ir e fforts to m ain­
ta in  th e ir  bureaucratic power in  
the Soviet Union, they sacrifice 
again and again the interests of 
the w ork ing  class a t home and 
abroad. By th e ir  own illu s io n  tha t 
an “ enduring” m il ita ry  alliance 
w ith  im p eria lis t France can stave 
o f fasc is t in te rv e n tio n ; by th e ir 
w illingness to defend the status 
quo, w h ich  means the upho ld ing of 
cap ita lism  in  its  bourgeois demo­
c ra tic  fo rm  a t the very tim e when 
th is  m ust g ive way in  France (the 
present key to  the in te rna tiona l 
s itu a tio n ) e ither to fascism or to 
com m unism ; the S ta lin is ts  corrupt 
the m inds o f the French workers 
w ith  the same false views. They 
prepare the road to defense o f the 
fa therland and to  fasc is t v ic to ry  
by g iv ing  the French workers 
false, opportunist guidance instead 
o f c lear understanding and direc­
tives. Instead o f u t il iz in g  the 
un ited fro n t between themselves 
and the Socialists fo r  invo lv ing  the 
French workers in  struggle against 
the B onapartis t F land in  govern­
ment, which steadily paves the way 
fo r a fascist m ilita ry  coup d ’etat, 
the S ta lin is t p a rty  ac tu a lly  extends 
the un ited fro n t to  the supporters 
o f the Bonapartis t regime and 
thereby places the workers a t the 
service of the bourgeoisie.

The whole s itua tion  in  France 
calls fo r  energetic revo lu tionary 
leadership and fo r  revo lu tionary 
a c tiv ity , inc lud ing  the arm ing of ■ 
the p ro le ta ria t fo r the breaking up ! 
o f fasc is t bands and fo r the prepar­
ation to seize power,— and the S tal­
in is ts  proceed to denounce the real 
M arx is ts  who see the s itu a tio n  in  
a ll its  c la r ity  and offer the on ly 
correct po licy to  the French pro le­
ta r ia t as police agents. When his­
to r ic a lly  the bourgeoisie has 
reached the end o f its  rope and can 
offer nothing but the profoundest 
misery to the workers, the S ta lin ­
ists a ttem pt to  coniine the a c tiv i­
ties of the un ited fro n t to a s trug­
gle1 fo r immediate demands, fo r  im ­
possible concessions from  the cap­
ita lis ts . Proposing a basis fo r o r­
ganic u n ity  to the Socialists tha t 
is in line  w ith  the bankrup t p o li­
cies of the Comintern, the S ta lin ­
ists would confine the struggle 
against the extension o f conscrip­
tion to two years of service and 
thus against the war preparations 
— to monster p e tit io n s ! Instead 
o f piieparing the workers fo r a d i­
rect a ttack  on the en tire  cap ita lis t 
system, the Communist P a rty  of 
France calls fo r a tigh t on high 
prices in  order to lower them. In 
Germany the u ltra - le ft is t course of 
S talin ism  was a d irec t cause o f the 
v ic to ry  of H itle rism . In  France i f  
the workers are misled in to  fo llo w ­
ing the reactionary guidance o f the 
T h ird  In te rna tiona l, then the u ltra ­
opportunist course o f the bureau­
crats in the present junc tu re  w il l  
prove the cause of the success of 
French fascism.

Capitol
News

Letter
By JACK E LD E R

W AS H IN G TO N , D.C.— As there 
was every reason to expect, the A. 
F. o f L. leadership has sho rt-c ir­
cu ited  the A kron  rubber s trike . As 
there was every reason to suppose, 
Green and Co. have led the rubber 
workers in to  a settlement w h ich 
licks labor on each and every point. 
The w orkers have been handed 
over to  th e ir  employers, not in  ex­
change fo r  a mess o f pottage, bu t 
w ha t is  worse, in  exchange fo r  a 
mess o f words.

» » *

The terms of the agreement ex­
em p lify  to  perfection the bureau­
cra ts ’ in fin ite  capacity fo r  be tray­
ing  the rank and file  in to  “ settle­
m ents”  which are u tte r  defeats. By 
comparison, the autom obile set­
tlem ent of M arch 1934 was a t r i ­
umph fo r organized labor. B y  com­
parison, the miserable te x tile  s trike  
settlem ent o f September 1934 was 
the complete v ic to ry  which Gorman 
said i t  was.

*  *  *

The rubber workers were about 
to  s tr ik e  fo r  union recognition. A c­
cord ing to  the terms o f the settle­
ment, the employers recognize no 
un ion whatever. They promise, in ­
stead, to  meet w ith  “ employees and 
w ith  chosen representatives o f 
A N Y  GROUP of employees.”  As in  
the autom obile settlement, Green & 
Co. y ie ld  m a jo rity  ru le  and accept 
propo rtiona l representa tion ; back 
w a te r on union recognition and ad­
vance tow ard works councils.

*  *  *

The rubber workers were about 
to  s tr ike  fo r  collective agreements 
w h ich  w ou ld  raise wages, shorten 
hours, and im prove other w o rk ing  
conditions. According to  the terms 
o f the settlement, the employers 
promise to post on b u lle tin  boards

“ any changes in  horn's, wages, or 
w o rk ing  conditions arrived  a t 
through negotiations w ith  any 
group o f employees.”  B u t the em­
ployers do not oblige themselves to 
enter in to  collective agreements o f 
any sort. They do not oblige them ­
selves to  enter in to  collective agree­
ments w ith  the A. F. o f L . unions as 
exclusive spokesmen o f the wage- 
earners.

The rubber workers were about 
to s tr ik e  because the employers 
went in to  the federal courts to 
challenge the election orders w h ich 
the N IR B  handed down some 
months ago. According to  the terms 
o f the settlement, the A. F. o f L. 
promises to call no s trikes u n t il the 
federal courts have passed on the 
v a lid ity  of these orders. I f  th is  
means anyth ing, i t  means th a t the 
A. F. of L. has waived the r ig h t to 
s tr ike  in  the rubber in du s try  fo r  
a year to come o r more. For i t  w ill 
take a t least a year fo r the  elec­
tion  order cases to  get fro m  the 
C ircu it Court of Appeals to the U. 
S. Supreme Court.

*  *  *

W orst of a ll, the A. F. of L. 
skates le t the rubber workers in 
fo r  compulsory a rb itra tio n , open, 
patent, and unashamed. To begin 
w ith , there are to  be no s trikes  un­
t i l  the U. S. Supreme Court passes 
on the au th o rity  o f the N LR B  to 
order elections. In  the in te rim , 
however, grievances may a rise : the 
workers may object to the speed­
up ; to  s tarvation wages; to v io la ­
tions o f code labor provisions. A ll 
such grievances, i t  is provided, 
“ sha ll be referred to a fact-find ing 
board o f three neutra l members ap­
proved by the Secretary o f Labor. 

* * *

The agreement does not say d i­
rec tly  th a t the awards handed 
down by the board sha ll be fina l 
and binding. Ind irec tly , however, 
the terms o f the agreement have 
th is  effect. F o r the A. F. o f L. sha ll 
be released from  its  ob liga tion  not 
to strike, on ly in  the eevnt th a t the 
employers refuse to  comply w ith  
the term s o f the award. I f  the em­
ployers do comply, then the obliga­
tion holds.

By F E L IX  G IORDANO
The te x tile  workers, who were 

poorly organized before the advent 
o f the N .I.R .A., took the opportun­
ity  w h ich the s itua tion  offered them 
and went in  fo r  organ ization on a 
na tiona l scale.

A lm ost overnight the U n ited Tex­
t ile  W orkers o f Anierlca, heretofore 
an organization o f m inor im por­
tance, saw its  membership doubled 
and trebled, and became an in flu ­
en tia l union of the Am erican Feder­
ation  of Labor.

The workers flocked to  the union 
w ith  the idea th a t m anufacture r 
and w o rke r would meet on the im­
partial fie ld  of government leg is la­
tion, and th a t the one who was able 
to show greater so lid a rity  and 
strength would reap the greatest 
p ro fit fro m  it ,  over the m agic s ig ­
nature of the  government.

The actua l s igning o f the code, 
which legalized as an Am erican 
standard such wages as $12.00 per 
week, made labor wonder i f  i t  had 
no t been tricked  in to  something a l­
together in im ica l to it .  The w o rk ­
ers were unsatisfied. They needed 
more. They wanted more. I f  they 
could not get i t  th rough legis la tion, 
then surely there must be some 
other way o f ge tting  it ,  and they 
set about to find th is  way.

There was, o f course, no lack  of 
clear-sighted people who to ld  these 
workers tha t on ly through struggle 
could they achieve anyth ing a t a ll. 
The dom inant note in the unions 
speedily became struggle.

New to organization, u n w illin g  to 
believe th a t union leadership is not 
always ready to  fo llow  the dictates 
of the membership, they trusted the 
U.T.W. leaders, and to  them  en­
trusted th e ir  flgh t. Some old hands 
did not cherish any such illusions ; 
they d istrusted th a t leadership and 
tried  to change it .  They expected 
the support of the new element in  
the union, which, by v ir tu e  o f its  
being new, was not a pa rt of the 
'm achine”  and could be brought to  
rebel against it .  The ferm ent was 
enormous. New workers and old 
members were ind ignant over the 
fac t tha t some prom inent officials 
of tne union had been ready to ac­
cept $9.00 as a m in im um  w age; old 
members and new tried  to prepare 
the ground fo r a change and tried  
to bring  th a t change about.

The U. T . W . Convention
Under the stress o f these in te n ­

tions the IJ.T.W. Convention was 
called in tne summer of 1934.

W hat happened w i l l  probably 
never be known. The old officials 
o f the IJ.T.W. were nominated fo r 
re-election, and were elected by ac­
clam ation. The opposition slate 
was not even presented. T h is  in 
spite of the fac t tha t up to  and es­
pecia lly du ring  the convention ru  
mors o f an opposition neaded by 
E m il Rieve, of the hosiery workers, 
had found the ir, way in to  the press, 
and were played up qu ite a b it  on 
the very eve of the election.

However, i f  the leadership was 
not cnanged, i t  had a t least been 
given a very defin ite task, a new 
task. A  general te x tile  s tr ike  had 
to take place in  America. The 
deadline was set fo r September 1.

I t  i s ’ im portan t a t th is  po in t to 
analyze the forces w h ich  moved the 
te x tile  workers and w h ich  were re 
sponsible fo r  the s trike .

As already mentioned, the newly 
organized workers were disappoint­
ed in the New Deal as embodied in 
the code.

Labor-Saving and Speed-Up
F urthe r, they were im pelled to 

take drastic action by the condi­
tions o f employment and, mostly, 
unemployment w h ich  s t i l l  prevail. 
O f recent years the m anufacturers 
have been try in g  to counteract a 
depressed m arket by efforts to p ro­
duce cheaper. Newer types o f ma­
chinery and labor-saving devices 
were introduced, the wages o f labor 
were cut, the in tens ity  of produc­
tion  was made to reach a h igher 
pitch.

L ib o r  had to  bear the b ru n t of 
the new conditions. B u t labor could 
not continue to bear th is  burden in ­
defin ite ly. A  po in t was sure to be 
reached, sooner o r la te r, when there 
wou'd be open revolt, in d u s tria l 
s trife . And since these conditions 
existed on a na tiona l scale, the 
strugg le tha t would come against 
them must also be national in  
scope.

These were the reasons fo r  the 
general strike . And the convention 
o f 1934 proved th a t the sa tu ra tion  
po in t had f in a lly  been reached, the 
la s t s traw  pu t on the back o f the 
workers. The delegates to tha t 
convention were p r im a rily  in te rest­
ed in  having a s trike  ca ll issued. 
A ll in  a ll, these delegates wanted a 
s tr ik e  not because they knew how 
to  conduct one— m ost of them were 
inexperienced in strikes— but be­
cause they had come to learn th a t 
on ly  th ro u g h  a s tr ike  could they 
obtain the th ings th a t they wanted. 
I t  was not a  s tr ik e  against the em­
ployers; i t  was p r im a rily  a s trike  
for certa in  conditions and changes.

This, o f course, in  the  m inds o f 
the workers. Confusedly they knew 
th a t a s tr ike  involves two parties. 
They were conscious o f th e ir  own, 
and were w illin g  and ready to figh t 
anyone th a t would line  up on the 
other side.
Leadership Trusts in Washington

B u t the leadership o f the s tr ik e  
was even more backward than that, 
N o t on ly  d id  they fa i l  to realize 
th a t the forces o f government would

The Main Task After the Betrayal Is the 
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be involved of necessity, and in ­
volved against them, but they even 
w ent so fa r  as to hope fo r and w e l­
come in te rven tion  by the govern­
ment. I t  was th e ir  job to know 
beforehand how many and who 
would be the enemies they would 
have to face, namely, m anufactu r­
ers, strike-breakers, armed thugs, 
m ilit ia , soldiery, citizens commit­
tees, vig ilantes, etc. Instead they 
believed th a t the s tr ike  w ould line 
up the workers on one side, and the 
m anufacturers, w ith  perhaps a few 
scabs, on the other. The govern­
ment d id  not f i t  in to  th e ir  scheme 
of things, except as an im p a rtia l 
observer, w ith  fa thes ly  learnings 
tow ard the masses of down-trodden 
workers.

Welcome to Soldiers
They welcomed the troops, and 

feebly complained of the various 
forms of v ig ila n te  squads in  the 
South. B u t la te r even they saw 
the troops as tha t w h ich  they could 
not bu t be, and had been a ll a lo n g : 
a llies o f the m anufacturers, s tr ik e ­
breakers in  un ifo rm . A  num ber of 
deaths shocked the vac illa ting  and 
tim id  officials o f the U.T.W . Again 
a w a il of com pla ints came from  
them. Gorman swore by the blood 
of the dead tha t the s tr ike  would 
not end before the in du s try  was 
shut down completely,- and the 
workers on s trike  took upon them­
selves the task o f shu tting  i t  down. 
The s trike  was spreading w ith  te r­
r if ic  momentum. The m anufactur­
ers were fran tic . The troops they 
had out were not sufficient. They 
asked more m ore ; they asked fo r 
the arm y, the navy, the lea the r­
necks.

T ha t th rea t was enough. The 
tim orous, weak, inept officialdom of 
the U.T.W. suddenly called off the 
strike, w h ile  the s p ir it  o f the s tr ik ­
ers was at its  highest, when the 
m ills  th a t were s t i l l  being kept 
open asked fo r  p icket lines.

Conditions of Truce
W hat were the conditions tha t 

called off the strike? W hat truce, 
w hat peace trea ty  had been signed?

The President of the TJ. S. had 
offered to nom inate a committee to 
study the conditions of the tex tile  
industry , workers included, and 
propose measures to remedy the 
ills  o f the industry . rl’he W inant 
Commission was found acceptable 
to  the m anufacturers, and the gen­
era l s trike  was ing lo rious ly  called 
off.

The sentim ent of the workers is 
most eloquently proved by the fac t 
th a t the ca lling  off o f the s tr ike  
was not its  actua l end. F o r the 
s trike  continued, now broken, fo r  
some tim e yet in  a number of lo­
calities, petering out g radua lly , and 
dying a shameful death.

Nor could i t  be otherwise. The 
workers, especially in the South, 
had never known o f strikes ou t o f 
w h ich one could come w ith  a “ m or­
a l v ic to ry .”  I f  there were a v ic to ry  
they wanted to see i t  in  term s of 
better pay, be tte r conditions, the 
30-liour week. I f  fo r  some unac­
countable reason they had lost the 
s trike , they wanted to  know it.

The Lack of Left Wing
B u t the workers were forced to 

realize th a t there was no o ther o r­
ganization to  wh ich they could tu rn  
fo r leadership in  th is  struggle, no 
other organized group, no L e ft 
w ing. There was on ly defeat.

They acknowledged it ,  bu t did 
not resign themselves to it .  These 
workers who had pu t so much fa ith  
in  the leadership o f th e ir  union,

who had shown such m ilitancy  in 
the face of tremendous odds, who 
ad defined the employers and the 
m ilit ia , these workers could not 
a llo w  such a brazen betrayal of 
th e ir  in terests to go unchallenged.

Rebellion brewed and took form . 
I t  is as yet unorganized, and there­
fore in e ffec tive ; but given the p ro­
per leadership, i t  w i l l  yet b ring  
some results.

Heaping Insult on In ju ry
And, as i f  to  add in su lt to  in ­

ju ry , w h ile  the echo of the m usketry 
had not yet died away in  the 
streets of Rhode Is land  towns, the 
leaders of the U.T.W . published an 
open le tte r to the m anufacturers’ 
association proposing unity of ac­
tion for the purpose of gaining 
markets for the manufacturers!

Let i t  be c lea rly  understood: a 
union has no business to  t r y  co 
solve the problems of the manufac 
tu rers under any circumstances. To 
propose such a shameful coopera­
tion a t th is  tim e o f a ll tim es! To 
forget the dead tha t on ly a mouth 
ago they had hailed as im m o r ta l'

W hat the “ m ora l v ic to ry ”  rea lly  
amounted to is already established. 
D iscrim ina tion , fu r th e r speed-up 
and stre tch-out in th is indus try  as 
a resu lt of the s trike  are too well 
known to require te lling . The aver­
age wage in  the in dus try  is now 
below $10.00 per week. The con­
d itions of the tex tile  workers are, 
i f  anyth ing, worse.

Some of the workers, d isheart­
ened, have abandoned the organiza­
tion. B u t the m a jo rity  of them are 
s t i l l  organized today, or are coming 
back to the union, to try  again, to 
lig h t again.

Tlie Road Ahead
In  the meantime the whole ap 

paratus of the state has made its 
position even clearer. Both pro fits 
and unemployment have increased 
sha rp ly  in  the last year. Labor 
provisions in the codes are either 
being scrapped altogether, or are 
not being lived up to by the manu­
facture rs. The President’s unem­
ployment program  is a fu r th e r 
th rea t to I he w orkers’ standards 
and is in terpre ted as such. A new 
movement on the pa rt of organized 
labor is under way. I t  is free ly  
predicted tha t th is  year w i l l  see 
another g igantic  wave of strikes, 
even greater than those of the last 
tw o years. The te x tile  indus try  is 
going to have its  share o f strikes, 
both local and national. W hat 
guarantees have the workers tha t 
th e ir  struggles are not going to be 
a repetition  of the te x tile  s tr ike  of 
1934?

W hat must they do, w hat chang­
es must they effect in  th e ir organ­
iza tion to  make i t  the instrum ent 
tha t they w il l  need in the coming 
struggles? What, in other words, 
is the im m ediate task of the w o rk ­
ers in a l l industries, and especially 
in the te x tile  unions?

I f  the workers are to see th e ir  
strikes carried out in  a m ilita n t, 
figh ting  way, they must have a 
m ilita n t, figh ting  organization to 
d irect them and guide them. This 
the United T ex tile  W orkers is not. 
V ery few  unions are tha t today.

W hat poss ib ility  is there then of 
changing the union so tha t i t  w il l 
meet the requirements w h ich  the 
workers must impose? Is there at 
the present tim e an immediate pos­
s ib ility  of changing the leadership 
o f the United T ex tile  W orkers?

The answer is evident. The offi­
cia ls o f the U.T.W. are elected fo r 
a term  o f tw o years, and they were
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Dear E d ito r :

In  your M arch 30 issue you state, 
“ S tarva tion Faces M illio n  New Y ork 
Jobless.”  W hy should the rich, 
m agnificent c ity  o f Ntew Y ork  be 
pestered w ith  th a t horde o f d ir ty , 
ragged, hungry bipeds? W hy should 
37 percent of the c ity  be taken up 
w ith  th e ir  f i l th  and squalor? W hy 
house th a t bunch o f ingrates, who 
are so inconsiderate as to be in 
need and requ iring  food? Hoover 
m ighty qu ick ly  got r id  o f th a t un­
s ig h tly  arm y o f bonus seekers, when 
they were m arring  the landscape 
around W ashington. He had them 
ju s t burned out lik e  wasps w ith o u t 
even speaking to  them. W hat did 
i t  m atte r to  h im  th a t they had su f­
fered the to rtu res  of he ll? Those 
who had the good fortune to  escape 
being wounded suffered the in d ig ­
n ity  of being infested w ith  lice. 
How w ould the im m aculate Hoover 
have liked being in  a verm in nest? 
B u t the m illiona ires ’ money was 
saved, there fore those poor fools 
who helped save i t  were driven out 
of th e ir  camps near W ashington 
w ith  fire  and tea r gas. Therefore 
the c ity  o f New Y ork  ought to  do 
likew ise and burn out th a t m illio n  
o f hungry jobless people. Do like  
W illia m  the Conqueror did. Burn 
them out and use tha t 37 percent of 
land fo r  g o lf links, new forests, 
fly in g  fields, hanging gardens, a r­
cades, and anyth ing they saw f it  
th a t would beau tify  the c ity.

M illiona ires  ju n k  th e ir  automo­
biles when they have served th e ir 
purpose then w hy not ju n k  the 
people w ho have served th e ir time?

They could use the bodies fo r fe r­
t iliz e r. They would be too poor to 
be made in to  soap.

According to the papers, Andrew 
M ellon made $200,000,000 since 
1932. As a m a tte r o f fact, ju s t  to 
use up th a t in te rest without touch­
in g  the princ ipa l, a t the  rate of 
$100 a day, i t  w ou ld  take h im  over 
5500 years to  do it .  Just figure i t  
out fo r yourselve. B u t th a t mass o f 
hungry people m ust be content w ith  
8c per meal. No wonder there was 
a how l to  p ink  s lip  the income re­
ports. They are ashamed of th e ir  
unholy possessions a t such times.

When Thomas Jefferson fa iled  to 
have the im ported Negro slaves 
made free he tr ied  to have the 
Negro babies as they were born 
made free, and when he fa iled  at 
th a t he said, “ I  trem ble fo r  my 
country when I  know  God is ju s t.”  
W onder w ha t Thomas Jefferson 
would say to conditions ex is ting  in 
th is  land o f the free and home of 
the brave today. The Negro slaves 
were much better o ff than the un­
employed w h ite  people today. They 
were fed, clothed, and housed. They 
were not allowed to have an educa­
tion, and th a t is ju s t w hat is hap­
pening to d a y ; and no doubt there 
is an insidious ob ject in  po litic ians 
w ith ho ld ing  school money. I t  is  to 
keep the masses in  ignorance. Be-

I f  there is no t some tu rn  to bet­
te r the conditions o f the masses 
th is  grand, rich  country w i l l  devel­
op in to  w hat Ind ia  is, before many 
decades, a nation o f a w ea lthy few  
and the balance untouchables.

L . C., Mobile, Ala.

only elected last summer. F u rthe r 
more, even i f  there were a possi 
b i lity  o f changing the leadership 
th is  year, the p robab ility  of accom­
p lish ing th a t change would be very 
slim . For th a t change a machine 
must be b u ilt  to cope w ith  the pres­
ent one. Eviden tly , th is  new ma­
chine cannot be b u ilt  in  a day.

The Only Alternative
There is on ly  one a lte rna tive  le ft 

fo r  the workers. T ha t a lte rna tive  
they m ust take and make use of, i f  
they are to change the course of 
th e ir h is to ry  from  defeat to v ic ­
tory.

In  every local o f the unions, in 
almost every m ill,  whether organ­
ized o r not, there are a few  ad­
vanced workers who are better able 
to see through the schemes o f the 
m anufacturers and the maneuvers 
o f the union officialdom. They have 
been fo r the most pa rt ineffective, 
isolated, scornfu l. They m ust get 
together now and organize in to  
solid groups; fo rge t th e ir  po litica l, 
rac ia l and a ll other differences and 
act together in the union fo r  the ir 
benefit and fo r the benefit of the ir 
fe llow -w orkers. They must ac t as 
a self-appointed committee to bu ild  
and spread the union, fo r  the in ­
troduction  in the ir union of active 
and m ilita n t i>olicies, to teach the ir 
more backward fe llow -w orkers how 
to carry  on organ izations' work, to  
be the rea l vanguard of the w o rk ­
ers. They must abandon th e ir  posi­
tion of sideline c r it ic s  and become 
the new leadership in the ir unions. 
Progressive Organization Imperative

Nor is tha t enough. The coming 
struggles o f im portance are going 
to be na tiona l in  scope. Progres­
sive elements w i l l  not be effective 
i f  organized only loca lly. I t  is nec­
essary fo r  these groups to come to ­
gether w ith  a ll other progressive 
groups in  the indus try  and organize 
na tiona lly  in to  an all-em bracing 
movement tha t w ill be able to sup­
ply the workers w ith  actual, even 
i f  not nom inal, leadership. They 
must come to an understanding as 
to the policies to be pursued, and 
act as an organized body, solid ly, 
not fo r  the purpose of s p lit tin g  the 
unions but ra the r to m ainta in  the 
very existence o f them ; fo r unless 
the unions do change th e ir  line  of 
strategy, the workers w i l l  not re­
main in them much longer.

The tex tile  workers need a na­
tional progressive movement. Le t 
tha t be the slogan in  the te x tile  
unions. Let us go out to bu ild  th is 
movement. Le t us consolidate in  
one pow erfu l group a ll those tha t 
want the union to be a rea l f ig h t­
ing organization, then le t the Me 
Mahons, the Gormans and the 
Greens do th e ir worst.

Question
Box

Is Torg ler Being  
Victimised by the 
C. P. Bureaucracy?

We take the lib e rty  o f rep rin tin g  
the fo llow ing  news item  from  Neue 
Front, organ of the Socialist W ork ­
ers P arty  o f Germany. We can 
only add our hearty approval of 
its demand fo r c la r ity  on a subject 
which the bureaucrats of the Com­
m unist In te rna tiona l seem to be 
trea ting  w ith  c rim ina l ligh th e a rt­
edness, to say the least. The a rtic le  
appears in the firs t A p r il issue of 
the paper.

On February 28, G. L im itro f i“ 
madi1 a speech in  the Moscow W r it ­
ers’ Home. In  i t  he dealt w ith  the 
Reichstag F ire  tr ia l.  According to 
the account in  the Basler Rund­
schau, he said among other th ings : 

“ The accused themselves repre­
sented a co lo rfu l po litica l assort­
ment. Among them were represent­
atives of various social s trata, ten­
dencies and types, etc. On the one 
side there were the representatives 
of the revo lu tiona ry  section of the 
w o rk ing  class, o f the revo lu tionary 
pro le ta ria t, and on the other, the 
representative of the lumpenprole­
ta r ia t— the p itiab le  and tra g ic  fig ­
ure o f van der Lubbe. B lit there 
was also a  representative of the 
remnant and debris of philistinism  
and the spirit of officialdom in the 
revolutionary workers’ movement—  
Such a classic type we had w ith us 
in the person of the well-known 
comrade ( I  could even say erst­
while comrade) Torgler.”

A fte r th is  assertion, which can­
not help bu t astonish the u n in it i­
ated, i t  must be assumed tha t there 
has been a break between the Com­
m unist P a rty  o f Germany and 
Torg ler, who to the best o f our 
knowledge is s t i l l  in  prison. Should > 
th is  be true, however, then we can 
and m ust demand o f the C.P.G. an 
explanation, in  which they would 
declare w hat has happened to  th e ir  
Centra l Com m ittee member T org- ! 
ler, who was also known to  be the 
secretary o f the Communist frac ­
tion  in  the Reichstag.

On the o ther hand, i f  th is  public 
rem ark o f B im itro ff ’s is  confined to 
T o rg le r's  behavior in  court, which 
is not impossible-—considering the 
fac t th a t th a t same issue o f the  
Rundchau (a S ta lin is t organ) 
w h ich  reports D im itro ff ’s speech 
contains an appeal tha t ends w ith  
the slogan “ Free Thaelmann, Torg- 
g le r and a ll the im prisoned A n ti-  
Fascists” — then we would be duty- 
bound to pro test and to condemn 
D im itro ff ’s rem ark and its  publica­
tion  as rank d is loya lty  towards a

=  By A. W E A V E R =

II., NEW  YORK—
Question: Is it  correct to use 

American lih.tory and traditions 
to advance the proletarian revolu­
tion, e.g., was it correct for the 
N.U.L. in Ohio to name a chib 
after John Brown?

Answ er: The revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment would tie lack ing in  element­
ary  tac tica l and stra teg ica l sense i f  
it  did not a ttem pt to make use o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  trad ition s  of 
American H is to ry . Lenin once had 
occasion to rem ind us o f these: 

“ The Am erican people has a 
revo lu tionary tra d itio n  adopted by 
the best representatives o f the Am ­
erican p ro le ta ria t, who gave re­
peated expression to th e ir  fu l l  sol­
id a r ity  w ith  us, t lie  Bolsheviks. 
Th is tra d itio n  is the w a r of libe ra ­
tion against the E ng lish  in  the 18th 
and the C iv il W ar in  the 19th cen­
turies. . . .”  ( “ A Le tte r to Am erican 
W orkers” )

I f  the revo lu tionary trad ition s  in 
Am erican H is to ry  can be a weapon 
in the hands o f revo lu tionists, i t  is 
necessary however, th a t one knows 
how to make use o f such weapons: 
w ith  a gun one may com m it suicide 
as well as shoot an enemy.

A great deal of s k il l is required 
in  hand ling th is  p a rtic u la r weapon. 
Through decades o f propaganda the 
cap ita lis t class has succeeded in 
id en tify ing  itse lf w ith  many o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  trad ition s  so tha t 
such holidays as the 4th o f July, 
fo r example, are usua lly  associated 
w ith  pa trio tism  and reaction. And 
to adopt such a day as a w ork ing  
class ho liday would probably be 
suicide.

As a symbol of rebellion, how­
ever. probably no th ing could be 
more appropria te than the selection 
o f John Brow n. W h ile  we can dis­
agree w ith  the method which 
B row n attem pted to use in  freeing 
the slaves, i.e., the substitu tion  of 
a mass movement by a m ilita ry  ad­
venture invo lv ing  on ly a handfu l 
o f men, Brown remains a symbol of 
the struggle against slavery, and 
p a rtic u la r ly  because he had both 
Negroes and whites in  his ra id  on 
H arper's Ferry, his name symbol­
izes the un ity  of the Negro and 
w hite in  the struggle fo r  freedom. 
I t  is no accident th a t “ John 
B row n ’s • Body”  was the m arching 
song of the Union soldiers, figh ting  
one o f the progressive wars 
in h is to ry. (Rem ain ing questions 
to be answered in fo llow ing  issues.) 

* * *
SAM UEL B., BROCKTON—

Question: In  the pamphlet “The 
Kirov Assassination” Trotsky, 
speaking of the situation within  
the Soviet Union, states, “No 
way out can be found except 
through the regeneration of the 
Bolshevik party.” Does this mean 
that he stands for the reform of 
the Communist Party of the So­
viet Union rather than for the 
building of a new party in that 
country?

Answer: C ritics  o f the W orkers 
P arty , a ttem pting  to  make factiona l 
capita l out of th is  sentence, have 
been broadcasting the fa c t that 
T ro tsky no longer believes in build­
ing a new pa rty  of the F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l in  the Soviet Union. 
Were these c ritics  rea lly  serious, 
and here the ir en tire  methodology 
exposes itse lf, they would have at 
least waited fo r  confirm ation of 
th e ir assumption, instead of basing 
themselves on a single sentence the 
in te rp re ta tion  of which was in 
doubt.

In  a subsequent a rtic le , T ro tsky 
states the fo llo w in g : “ . . . Only the 
vanguard of the p ro le ta ria t could 
restore the Soviet state to hea lth  by 
ru th less ly  cleansing the bureaucra­
tic  apparatus, beginning w ith  the 
top. B ut in order to  do so, i t  m ust 
set its e lf on its  feet, close its  ranks, 
and re-establish, o r more exactly, 
CR EATE ANEW  the revo lu tionary 
party, the Soviets, and the trade 
unions. . . . ”  ( See the New In te r­
na tiona l fo r  M arch 1935. Emphasis 
m ine.)

The m atte r ha rd ly  requires fu r ­
the r comment.

*  *  *

Question: W hat is meant by the 
slogan of “Defeatism” in connec­
tion w ith an imperialist war?

A nsw er: The Le n in is t form ula of 
“ Defeatism ”  does not mean th a t the 
defeat of one’s own country in  tim e 
o f im peria lis t w a r is a lesser ev il 
as compared w ith  the defeat of an 
enemy country, but tha t a m ilita ry  
defeat w h ich  comes about as a 
grow th  o f the revo lu tionary move­
ment is in fin ite ly  more beneficial to  
the p ro le ta ria t and to hum an ity  
than a m ilita ry  v ic to ry  assured by 
“ c iv il peace.”  Not on ly  w i l l  the  
v ic torious p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion 
make up fo r the damage caused by  
such a defeat bu t w i l l  also create 
the fina l guarantee against a l l wars 
and defeats. In  tim e  o f w a r the 
form ula o f the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  
must be tha t o f K a rl. L iebknech t: 
“ The chief enemy o f a people Is In  
its  own country.”

man who has been in  the c law s of 
the Nazis fo r  more than tw o years 
and who behaved no bette r and no 
worse than the average type o f re ­
spectable revo lu tiona ry  office ho lder 
in  the G.P.G. could be expected to 
behave.
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The Betrayal In Rubber
p o lic y  and the  ro le  o f the  gove rnm en t in  la b o r 
d ispu tes . T h e  fa i lu re  to  u n d e rs tand  th is  is 
w h a t ca u g h t the  ru b b e r w orke rs  o f f  g u a rd  and 
made them  easy v ic tim s  o f the  ru n -a ro u n d .

T h e  ru b b e r w o rke rs , in c lu d in g  m a n y  o f the  
best lo ca l leaders who are h e a rt and soul fo r  
the  un ion , saw the  issue too  s im p ly : the  w o rk ­
ers versus the  ru b b e r com panies. B u t  e x p e ri­
ence showed th a t  i t  was m uch m ore  c o m p lic a t­
ed. T h e  governm ent ru n -a ro u n d  was also a 
fa c to r  in  the  s itu a t io n ;  a t  the c r i t ic a l  m om ent, 
th anks  to  the  m is taken  fa i th  o f  the  ru b b e r 
w o rke rs , i t  tu rn e d  o u t to  be the  decisive fa c to r .  
T h e  ru b b e r companies cou ld  never have p u t  
ove r such an agreem ent d ire c t ly . So the  gov­
e rnm ent, th ro u g h  M adam e P e rk in s , d id  the  jo b  
fo r  them . T he  fa c t  th a t  the  w orke rs  d id n ’ t  
expect a d i r t y  t r ic k  lik e  th is  and were ta ke n  
b y  su rp r ise  preven ted  them  fro m  m o b iliz in g  
th e ir  fo rces to  re je c t the  se ll-ou t agreem ent 
and go th ro u g h  w ith  the  s tr ik e . In  th e  genera l 
d e m o ra liza tio n  the s tr ik e  was b roken  be fo re  i t  
s ta r te d  and the  f ig h t fo r  u n ion  re c o g n itio n  lo s t 
fo r  the  tim e  being. T h e  governm ent had  a b ig  
hand  in  th is  re su lt.

Lesson N o . 1 .— T he  new un ions m us t re ly  
o n  th e ir  own s tre n g th  and  expect n o th in g  fro m  
th e  governm ent b u t the ru n -a ro u n d .

“ I t  becomes in c re a s in g ly  c lea r as the  days 
go  b y  th a t  the  dange r to  the  ru b b e r w orke rs  
comes fro m  an enemy w ith in  the  ranks  o f la b o r 
its e lf. T h a t  enemy is  the  b u re a u c ra c y  a t the  
head o f the A . F . o f L .  and o f the  ru b b e r u n ion  
i ts e lf . ”  These w ords appeared in  an e d ito r ia l 
in  la s t week’ s issue o f the  N ew  M i l i ta n t .  S im i­
la r  w a rn in g s  were sounded in  p rev ious  a rt ic le s  
in  the  N ew  M i l i t a n t  and in  the  M a rc h  issue o f 
the  N ew  In te rn a t io n a l.  These were the  o n ly  
papers  in  the c o u n try  to  t r y  to  p u t  the  ru b b e r 
w orke rs  on g u a rd  a g a in s t the  b e tra y a l w hich 
f in a lly  overwhelm ed them . Y e t, i t  is p e r fe c t ly  
c le a r now th a t  Green, C la h e rty  & Co. w orked  
fro m  the  f irs t ,  and w ith  especial effectiveness 
a t  the  la s t, in  the  com p lica te d  fra m e -u p  m a­
chine w hich g ro u n d  o u t a h u m ilia t in g  de fea t 
fo r  the  w orke rs .

T h e  ru b b e r w orke rs  d id n ’ t  see th is , a t  least 
n o t w ith  su ffic ien t c la r i t y ,  and th is  led to  th e ir  
undo ing . These fa ith le ss  leaders have dem on­
s tra te d  tim e  and tim e  a g a in  th a t  th e ir  ideas 
and ways o f l ife  a re  a lien  to  those o f the  s tru g ­
g lin g  and e xp lo ite d  w orke rs . T h e y  d re a d  the  
th o u g h t o f s tru g g le . A bove a ll th e y  fe a r  the  
g ro w th  and developm ent o f re a l mass o rg a n iz ­
a tio n s  o f the  m ost e x p lo ite d  w o rke rs  w hich 
w ou ld  b r in g  the  fresh  breeze o f m ili ta n c y  and 
class s tru g g le  in to  the  la b o r movem ent. T h e ir  
fie ld  o f  a c tio n  is the  conference ta b le  and th e ir  
de libe ra te  s tra te g y  is to  tra d e  aw ay the  r ig h ts  
o f  the new ly o rgan ized  w orke rs  fo r  p o l it ic a l 
crum bs and concessions, le g is la tive  fa v o rs , a p ­
p o in tm e n ts  and even o u t r ig h t  bribes fo r  them ­
selves. T h e y  never l i f t  a fin g e r to  he lp  a 
s tr ik e , b u t w o rk  like  demons to  p re ve n t them  
o r  to  sabotage and d is ru p t them .

N o , the  lin e -u p  in  the  s tru g g le  o f c a p ita l and 
la b o r is n o t s im p ly , as to o  m any o f the  ru b b e r 
w o rke rs  th o u g h t, the  un ions versus the  com ­
panies. I t  is fa r  m ore com p lica ted  and decep­
tive . T h e  governm ent, e x p lo it in g  the illu s io n  o f 
im p a r t ia l i t y  and even o f “ fr ie n d s h ip ”  fo r  the 
w o rke rs , in  re a lity  serves the  bosses and de­
m ora lizes the  t r u s t in g  w orke rs  w ith  fla n k  a t ­
tacks  ; the  treacherous o ffic ia ls  o f  the  A . F . o f 
L . ,  m asquerad ing  as “ la b o r leaders,”  s tab  them  
in  the  back. M adam e P e rk in s  p u t  the  go ve rn ­
m ent seal on the com pany u n ion  “ agreem ent” ; 
G reen and C la h e rty  p u t  the  un ion  labe l on i t .  
I t  to o k  a ll these deceptive m ach ina tions  to  
w reck the  s tr ik e  movem ent o f the  ru b b e r w o rk ­
ers fo r  the  tim e  being. T he  s tru g g le  to  rega in  
th e  lo s t g ro u n d  has to  begin w ith  an un d e r­
s ta n d in g  o f th is  shell game and the cappers 
and come-ons who p a r t ic ip a te  in  its  o p e ra tions .

A  p a r t  o f the  techn ique o f the la b o r t r a ito r s ,  
em ployed w ith  exce p tio n a l success in  the  ru b ­
ber s itu a tio n , consists in  ta lk in g  m i l i ta n t ly  a t 
m om ents when the  w o rke rs  c lam or fo r  a c tio n  
and even in  p u t t in g  fo rw a rd  in d iv id u a l mem­
bers o f the  m achine to  p la y  the  ra d ic a l. As 
the  ru b b e r s tr ik e  movem ent reached the  b o ilin g  
p o in t th e y  even declared a tru c e  w ith  the  Com­
m u n is t P a r ty .  In  re tu rn  fo r  th is  fa v o r  the 
C om m un is t P a r ty  re fra in e d  fro m  c r it ic is m  o f 
G reen and C la h e rty  a t  the  m om ent when th e ir  
treache rous  m ach ina tions  were o b v ious ly  com­
in g  to  a head and when a tim e ly  w a rn in g  
a g a in s t them  was m ost u rg e n t ly  needed. W hen 
the  c la cu la ted  b low  was f in a lly  de livered the  
w o rke rs  were taken  unawares. In  the  general 
co n fus ion , d isa p p o in tm e n t and d e m o ra liza tio n  
the  sham efu l “ se ttlem en t”  was ra ilro a d e d  
th ro u g h  the  loca l unions a t A k ro n .

Lesson N o . 2 .— E x p e c t n o th in g  fro m  the 
o ffic ia ld o m  o f  the A . F . o f  L .  and its  a p p o in te d  
agents b u t the most c y n ic a l b e tra y a ls  every
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tim e. Those  w ho f a i l  to  p o in t th is  o u t to  the  
w orke rs , a n d  above a l l  those w ho know  i t  and  
keep q u ie t a b o u t i t ,  p la y  the p a r t  o f  accom ­
p lices in  th is  tre a ch e ry .

W h e n  i t  comes dow n to  a te s t o f s tre n g th  
the  w o rke rs , th anks  to  th e ir  num bers and th e ir  
s tra te g ic  p o s it io n  in  in d u s try ,  a re  m uch 
s tro n g e r th a n  the  bosses and  can eas ily  de fea t 
them  on a lo c a l, n a tio n a l and  w o r ld  scale. T h e  
de fea t o f the  ru b b e r w o rke rs  is n o t fundam en 
ta l.  T h e y  have n o t been vanqu ished in  a te s t 
o f s t r e n g th ; th e y  have been tr ic k e d , b e tra ye d , 
ou t-m aneuvered. A n d , above a ll,  th e y  have 
p a id  the  p ric e  o f th e ir  ow n la c k  o f  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n .

T h e  bosses, p lu s  the  gove rnm en t, p lu s  the  
la b o r  t r a ito r s ,  co u ld  n o t have p u t  over the  
se ll-o u t agreem ent i f  the  p rog ress ive  fo rces in  
the lo c a l un ions had  been p re p a re d  and  o rg a n ­
ized to  meet i t .  T h e  fo rces o f the  enemy 
w orked  lik e  a w e ll-o iled  m achine. T h e  bosses, 
M adam e P e rk in s , and the  la b o r leaders a ll 
knew th e ir  p a r ts  and p la ye d  them  a t the  r ig h t  
m om ent— and then  th e y  a ll w orked  in  un ison  to  
ra i lro a d  the  se ttlem ent th ro u g h . T he  lo c a l 
p rogressives were n o t ready . T h e y  were n o t 
w e ll o rgan ized . A n d  be fo re  th e y  had  tim e  to  
ca tch  th e ir  b re a th  the  jo b  was done.

H a d  the  p rog ress ive  and m i l i ta n t  elements in  
the  lo c a l un ions th o u g h t the  th in g  o u t m ore 
fu n d a m e n ta lly ; had  th e y  seen th ro u g h  the  com­
p lic a te d  game o f the  th ree-team  co m b in a tio n —  
bosses, P e rk in s  and Green— and p u t  the  ra n k  
and file  on g u a rd  a g a in s t the  fra m e -u p ; had 
th e y  organ ized  th e ir  own fo rces to  ta ke  the 
offensive and smash the  b e tra y a l the  m om ent 
i t  was sp ru n g — i f  th e y  had done th is  w h ile  
the re  was y e t tim e  the re  w ou ld  be a d iffe re n t 
p ic tu re  in  A k ro n  to d a y . T h e  t r a ito r s  w ou ld  
have been swept aside b y  a hum an avalanche. 
T he  ru b b e r unions w ou ld  be e n fo rc in g  “ recog­
n it io n ”  on the  p ic k e t lines and the  whole na ­
t io n a l m ovem ent o f in s u rg e n t la b o r w ou ld  be 
ra l ly in g  a ro u n d  them . T h e  A k ro n  ru b b e r s tr ik e  
w ou ld  m ost l ik e ly  be s e tt in g  the  pace fo r  a 
g re a t n a tio n a l s tr ik e  wave o f fa r  g re a te r p ro ­
p o rt io n s  and p o te n tia lit ie s  th a n  th a t  o f 1934.

L e t the  bosses and th e ir  h ire lin g s  w o r ry  
a b o u t the  possib le consequences o f such a 
s tru g g le . T h e  w o rke rs  have n o th in g  to  loose. 
E v e ry  experience proves over a g a in  th a t  the re  
is no w av to  g a in  a n y th in g  o r  to  advance the  
cause o f  la b o r a s ing le  inch  excep t b y  d e te r­
m ined s tru g g le . T h is  s tru g g le  d id n ’ t  beg in  in  
A k ro n  th is  m o rn in g , a lth o u g h  the cond itions  
were r ip e  fo r  i t .  I n  the  la s t ana lys is  o n ly  one 
th in g  was la c k in g : a serious o rg a n iz a tio n  o f 
the  p rogress ive  fo rces in  the  lo ca l unions.

Lesson N o . 3 .— T he  m il i ta n t  and p rog ress ive  
fo rces in  the  ru b b e r un ions m ust o rgan ize  
a ro u n d  a p ro g ra m  o f  m il i ta n t  a c tio n  to  cleanse 
the un ions o f  the in flu e nce  o f  t r a ito r s  and  con­
v e rt them in to  f ig h t in g  in s tru m e n ts  o f  the  
w orke rs . T h a t  is the  w ay, and  the o n ly  w ay, 
to  sc ra p  the com pany u n io n  se ttlem ent and  ge t 
a re a l un ion  se ttlem ent.

The “Lesser Evil” Again

W H A T  stands o u t in  the  ra n ks  o f the 
S o c ia lis t m ovem ent o f the  w o rld  to d a y  

is the  desire to  d ra w  the  r ig h t  lessons fro m  the 
te r r i f ic  de feats su ffe red  b y  the  la b o r movem ent 
in  the  p a s t tw o  years . T h e  p resen t leadersh ip  
o f the  A m e rica n  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  came in to  
pow er on the  wave o f w o rk in g  class d issa tis ­
fa c t io n  w ith  the  o ld -lin e  re fo rm is t po lic ies  
w h ich  b ro u g h t the  p ro le ta r ia t  to  such ca ta s ­
trophes . B u t whereas thousands o f  w o rke rs  
have showed an intense desire to  fin d  the  revo­
lu t io n a ry  M a rx ia n  p a th , the  new T hom as- 
H o a n  leadersh ip  has a llow ed recen t events to  
pass over its  head w ith o u t m a k in g  a n y  decisive 
im pression . T h e ir  “ ra d ic a lis m ”  goes o n ly  so 
fa r  as th e y  find  i t  necessary to  keep the  mem­
bersh ip  sa tis fied  w ith  w h a t is a fu n d a m e n ta lly  
re fo rm is t course.

T h is  view is re ino rced  by  one episode a t  the  
B u ffa lo  m eeting  o f the  s o c ia lis t N .E .C . w h ich  
has n o t been g iven  su ffic ien t a tte n tio n . F ro m  
the  B u lle t in  issued on the  B u ffa lo  m eeting  b y  
the  R e v o lu t io n a ry  P o lic y  P u b lis h in g  A ssoc ia ­
t io n  (R .P .C .)  we le a rn  th a t :

“ On a m o tio n  b y  H a p g o o d  to  p ic k e t the  
S pan ish  embassy in  W a s h in g to n , D .C ., the  N . 
E .C ., w o rk in g  unde r the  advice o f D evere A lle n  
(w ho is rega rded  b y  the  N .E .C . as the a u th o r­
i t y  on the  S pan ish  q u e s tio n ), vo ted  dow n the  
p ro p o sa l because such a c tio n  m ig h t endanger 
the  then  p resen t L e r ro u x  gove rnm en t w h ich , 
i t  was m a in ta in e d , acted  as a b u ffe r to  the  
com ing  o f Fascism — the  G il R obles forces. 
H e re , we have, aside fro m  the  question  o f the 
necessity o f the  d e m o n s tra tio n  o r  n o t, the  
th e o ry  o f the  lesser ev il a ll over a g a in , and the 
condem nation  th a t  was h u rle d  a g a in s t the old 
g u a rd  fo r  a defense o f such a c tio n  in  the  case 
o f G e rm any  now becomes the  accred ited  p o lic y  
o f the  N .E .C . W hen  the  N .E .C . can un d e r­
ta ke  to  espouse such ideas, i t  is h ig h  tim e  fo r  
those com rades who re a lly  and s ince re ly  w a n t 
to  make o u r p a r t } 7 a re v o lu tio n a ry  one to  
beg in  to  re -va lu a te  the  p resen t N a tio n a l 
leadersh ip . In  re g a rd  to  the  R ig h t  w ing , 
the re  have lo n g  ceased to  e x is t a n y  illu s ions  
a b o u t th e ir  soc ia l de m o cra tic  po lic ies . B u t  
in  reference to  the  N .E .C . and th e ir  s u p p o r t­
ers, illu s io n s  s t i l l  con tinue  to  e x is t and some 
o f us have been p ro u d ly  b o a s tin g  a b o u t o u r 
new ly fo u n d  re v o lu t io n a ry  p r in c ip le s .”

W h a t the  B u lle t in  says abou t illu s io n s  o f 
the  “ M i l i ta n ts ”  can eas ily  be subscribed to . 
I t  need o n ly  be added th a t  the  illu s io n s  o f the  
a u th o rs  o f the B u lle t in  conce rn ing  the  “ re ­
v o lu t io n a ry ”  n a tu re  o f the  C om m un is t p a r t y  
and its  a p o log is ts  in  the  Lovestone cam p, are 
no less p e rn ic ious  th a n  the  illu s io n s  w h ich  th e y  
themselves condemn.

May First to Be 
Banner Day

(Continued from  page 1)

¡ind groups, w ith  w h ich  they used 
to th in k  i t  d isgraceful and “ un- 
Am erican”  to associate! B rush ing 
away from  th e ir eyes the webs spun 
by the bosses’ propaganda, they are 
m aking May Day th e ir  own a g a in !

Thus M ay Day emphasizes once 
more the correctness and the c r i t i ­
ca l im portance o f the decisions o f 
the founding convention of the 
P arty  on the mass organizations 
and mass work. We m ust get in to  
the unions and the unemployed o r­
ganizations. We m ust become in ­
tim a te ly  bound up w ith  them and 
w ith  th e ir struggles. Never has 
there  been such an op po rtun ity  to 
draw  close to the masses, masses 
tha t are in  motion, masses bent 
upon struggle. To neglect th is  op­
p o rtu n ity  is treason of the blackest 
sort.

The Wrong W ay
For revo lu tion is ts  to draw  near 

to the masses does not mean, how­
ever, to come down to th e ir  level 
o f po litica l development, to cater 
to th e ir prejudices, to take a place 
a t the ta il-end o f the procession. 
The Communist P a rty  having 
treated the w orkers  like  robots fo r 
yars may now tre a t them lik e  c h il­
dren to be humored and given a 
stick o f candy. N e ither a ttitude  
grows out of true  respect fo r  the 
worker, and the second w i l l  no 
more w in  the Am erican w orker in 
the  end than did the firs t, which 
has had to be ignom in iously aban­
doned. The C. P. having fo r  years 
branded A. F. of L. bureaucrats as 
social-fascists may now embrace 
them as “ comrades in arms.”  Nei­
the r a ttitude  was based on a rea l­
is tic  analysis and neither is a ser­
vice to the w o rk ing  class'.

The confidence won by respons­
ib le revo lu tion is ts  because they 
figh t side by side w ith  the masses 
in th e ir  struggles, because they la ­
bor harder than any others to  bu ild  
the unions and the unemployed 
leagues, th a t confidence so hardly 
won is precious. I t  must not be 
p rostitu ted  by g iv ing  any counten­
ance to the Utopian notions o f a 
Long, a Coughlin, an Upton S in­
c la ir, o r whoever i t  may be, w ith  
tlie  idea th a t there is something 
“ Am erican”  about th is  tac tic , th a t 
having thus “ gone along”  w ith  the 
workers, w ith  big masses, we have 
a “ movement,”  we are no longer 
“ isolated from  the masses,”  and 
presently we sha ll s lip  over a revo­
lu tio n a ry  program  on th is  “ move­
ment.”  H aving a yearning fo r  be­
ing  lost in  a crow d is a very human 
fa ilin g . So is the desire to w in  a 
fo llo w in g  qu ick ly . B u t i t  is  not 
a d is tingu ish ing  m ark of a revo lu­
tion is t. Such “ movements”  as we 
have mentioned do not overthrow  
capitalism . I f  they do not tu rn  
Fascist, they end in  a swamp or in 
a b lind  alley. Even a very super­
fic ia l reading of American h is to ry 
makes tha t clear.

Against False Shibboleths
The responsible M arx ian party  

w i l l  uise the confidence th a t i t  wins 
from  the masses to expose i l lu ­
sions, fa llacies and falsehoods. On 
th is  May Day in  the U n ited States 

i t  w i l l  ag ita te  against every form

and m anifestation of ra c ia l p re ju ­
dice ; against every illu so ry  idea as 
to how the workers w i l l  w in  power 
and bu ild  a new w o r ld ; against a ll 
ha lf-baked panaceas; against na­
tionalism  and fo r  in te rna tiona lism .

The Am erican workers have cer­
ta in  pecu lia r conditions to face and 
only a t our p e ril do we ignore tha t 
fact. B u t the Am erican w orker is 
not now, any more than he was in 
the Coolidge-'Hoover era, some 
pecu lia r species o f anim al. He is a 
w orker under capitaiiism. H is in ­
terest is one w ith  th a t of the 
workers o f a ll lands. Th is May 
Day 1935 gives us an unprecedented 
and priceless oppo rtun ity  to  t ie  in  
his struggles w ith  the world-w ide 
struggles o f the w o rk ing  class, to 
teach the lesson o f R evolu tionary 
In ternationa lism . I t  is w e ll th a t 
the W orkers P a rty  o f the U. S. is 
in existence to seize th a t opportun­
ity .

F or a  (Workers’ W orld
M arching side by side w ith  our 

brothers, sisters, comrades, in  the 
unions and the unemployed or­
ganizations, we raise the banner 
of the W orkers P arty and the 
Fourth In ternational. W e sound 
forth  again the historic battle- 
cry of the international revolu­
tionary movement. W orkers of 
the w orld, u n ite! You have bottl­
ing to lose but your chains! You 
have a  world to gain! ; Given 
such a  program and such la sp irit 
the workers can be confident 
that—

“The earth shall rise on new 
foundations;

We havevbeen naught, we shall 
be a ll!”

Raw Deal Put 
Over in Akron

May Day in N.Y.C.
(Continued from  Page 1)

ifesto w i l l  be issued. Buttons, pos­
ters, leaflets in  large quan tities are 
beinp repared.

A t the M a ll in  Central Park, 
speakers from  a ll organizations 
p a rtic ip a tin g  w i l l  address the 
crowd. In  add ition  i t  is proposed 
to b ring  veterans of labo r’s battles, 
ex-class w a r prisoners, and others, 
to take p a rt in  the demonstration. 
Goldman’s band w i l l  p lay  app rop ri­
ate music fo r the • ga thering crowd 
and also at in te rva ls  during  the 
mass meeting.

F o llow ing the dem onstration a 
mass meeting o f the W orkers P arty  
and Spartacus Y'outh League w i l l  
Ik1 held a t 8 P.M., M ay F irs t, in  
Germania H a ll, 16th St. and T h ird  
Avenue. A  good program  o f music, 
singing, etc., is  being arranged. 
Speakers from  the W orkers P arty  
and S.Y.L. w i l l  address the meeting.

KANSAS C IT Y .— A  united fro n t 
has been form ed around the May 
Day dem onstration inc lud ing, in 
add ition  to  the W orkers Party , the 
fo llow ing  g roups: The L e ft W ing 
Socialists, the Am erican W orkers 
Union ( unemployed o rgan iza tion), 
the Communist Party, the C ontin­
ental Technocrats. No outdoor 
meeting has as yet been planned, 
as the reactionary c ity  offic ia ls con­
s istently refuse a pe rm it fo r  any 
sort of open a ir  dem onstration or 
parade.

An indoor mass meeting is plan­
ned w ith  speakers on “ The 30-Hour 
Week,”  “ Social Insurance,”  and 

“ Fascism.”

(Continued from  Page 1)
given prominence in a f irs t page 
story. Day by day. as progressives 
looked to the one-time denouncers 
of the A. F. of L. as a “ company- 
un ion”  and its  bureaucratic offic ia ls 
as “ fascists”  to po in t out in  un­
compromising words the openly 
apparent moves tow ard the be tray­
al, the C. P., instead o f u tte rin g  
any w a rn ing  o r denunciation of 
the betrayers, im parted an a ir  of 
rad ica lism  to  these leaders in  re ­
tu rn  fo r  the r jg h t to t r a i l  in  th e ir 
company and gain “ respectab ility”  
in  the eyes o f the workers.

Browder Swallows His Tongue
E a rl B row der, na tiona l secretary 

of the C. P., spoke F rid a y  n ig h t to 
over nine hundred workers in  A k ­
ron and de libera te ly  re fra ined  from  
even m ention ing Green, C laherty 
and Co. In  la s t Saturday’s D a ily  
W orker, a t the very moment when 
the en tire  scheme to break the 
s trike  should have been clear to 
anyone w ith  even a pretense of 
class-conscious judgm ent, B rowder 
issued a statement on the A kron  
s itua tion  in  w h ich he warns the 
w orkers against the government 
but not against th e ir own treacher­
ous leaders w ith  whom he was in  
alliance. These he addresses in  the 
D a ily  W o rke r w ith  “ comradely 
words” ! So cap itu la ting  to  the 
bureaucrats was Brow der, tha t 
W ilber Tate, an offic ia l A. F. o f L. 
organizer, -who spoke from  the same 
p la tfo rm , was reported in  the A kron 
da ily  press as being more m ilita n t 
than B row der!

A kron press reports on the m orn­
ing  fo llow ing  the sign ing o f the 
agreement fu l ly  indicated the ex­
tent of the rubber bosses’ b ic to ry . 
Officials o f the B ig  Three plants 
and heads o f the company unions 
were described as “ ju b ila n t.”  One 
rubber offic ia l declared, “ We don’t  
see w hat a l l the fuss was about. 
We have always given our employ­
ees precisely w ha t the term s of 
th is  agreement ca ll fo r.”

Dragging Through the Courts
The term s of the agreement place 

company unions on an equal status 
w ith  real unions, contains no guar­
antee o f recognition to the genuine 
union, prevents the ca llin g  o f a 
s tr ike  w h ile  the in junc tion  cases 
against the companies are tr ie d  in  
the Api>eals Courts and through the 
U. 8. Supreme Court, w h ich may 
drag on fo r  endless months, and 
forb ids the ho ld ing even of an elec­
tion  u n t il the cou rt decisions are 
handed down.

The unions m ust now prepare to 
figh t an attem pt to discharge and 
b lack-lis t the outstanding m ilita n ts  
and progressive local leaders and 
to w iths tand a re ign of in tim id a tio n  
and te rro r which may lie launched 
against union men in  the plants as 
the companies continue th e ir  coun­
ter-drives to smash the union.

W orkers P arty  members in  A kron 
w il l  continue to assist in  organiz­
ing the progressive unionists to 
figh t the reactionary A. F. of L. 
officialdom, and help renew the 
courage o f the union men to con- 
ment when he spoke on his own be- 
tinue to figh t fo r  th e ir union and 
bu ild  i t  to greater strength by more 
correct and m ilita n t leadership and 
policies.
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By B IL L  SHER M AN  
“W AR IS  H U M A N ”

“ W ar is s im p ly  human, and M arx 
on th is  po in t, as on p len ty o f others, 
ta lked nonsense” — New Y o rk  D a ily  
News e d ito ria l. “ P le n ty  of wars,”  
says the News— “ have been fought 
fo r  the love o f C h ris t”  o r “ fo r  pure 
cussedness.”  Some examples m ight 
have been given by the  ed ito ria l, 
such as the Opium W ar on China, 
the M exican W ar, the Spanish A m ­
erican W ar, the Japanese W ar in  
M anchuria, o r again we m igh t 
m ention the human motives, fa r  
removed fro m  c a p ita lis t greed, tha t 
b rought each and every country in ­
to  the W o rld  W ar. J. P. M organ’s 
"hum an”  and “ love of C h ris t”  p a rt 
in A m erica ’s en try  in to  th a t gen­
era l s laughter as another touching 

x i pie th a t proves how wrong 
M arx was. Am erican marines out 
of "pure cussedness” I  suppose, 
trave lled  around the world , and 
fin a lly  gc,t a chance to die fo r  the 
“ love of C h ris t”  and Rockefe ller at 
Socony H i l l ,  China, in  1928. The 
Duponts also show a human touch 
in  prov id ing  playth ings fo r  those 
w ish ing to exercise th e ir  “ pure 
cussedness”  in s laughtering men, 
women and children.

*  *  *

W HO ARE T H E  SO CIAL  
FASCISTS?

“ Does the Trade Union U n ity  
League support proposals fo r a 
labor party?  No, i t  re jects social 
fasc is t proposals fo r  launching a 
labor party, w h ich  w ou ld  be only 
another cap ita lis t p a rty .” —■ Labor 
U n ity , December 1933.

*  *  *

HAPPY N A ZIL A N D !
Paderhorn, Germany, A p r il 11.—  

E lizabeth Freunderlich , 31 years 
old, confessed th row ing  her two 
ch ild reu  from  a speeding tra in . 
“ Poverty”  was the reason given—  
(News item ). And H it le r  con tin ­
ues his campaign fo r more children, 
but the b ir th  ra te  continues to  de­
cline. * * *
PR ESE R VA TIO N  OF 
C IV IL IZ A T IO N

Twenty-one South and N orth  
Am erican countries signed a trea ty  
last week guaranteeing the protec­
tion  o f works o f a r t in  tim e o f war. 
President Roosevelt ha iled the 
trea ty  as ' ’v ita l fo r the preservation 
of modern c iv iliza tio n .”  “ T h is  
trea ty  possesses a s p ir itu a l s ign i­
ficance,”  said the big-Navy Presi­
dent. When bayonets r ip  r ip  guts, 
shells shatter bodies to bits, and 
poison gas ra ined fro m  the a ir  de­
s troy the men, women and ch ildren 
of these Am erican countries, le t us 
remember w ith  affection the states­
men who took tim e off from  pre­
paration fo r  mass slaughter to sign 
the Roerich Pact fo r  the preserva­
tion of museums of a rt, etc.

*  *  *

A G A IN  D IV IN E  AND FORD
An attack on the “ s p ir itu a l rack­

eteer,”  Father D iv ine , by Oakley 
Johnson in the D a ily  W orker has 
been “ decisively re jected by the 
Communist P a rty  o f H a rlem ,”  ac- 
dording to an answer in  the D a lly  
W orker, w r itte n  by James W . Ford. 
Ford, according to O lgin, ed ito r o f 
The F re ihe it, has a d iv is ion o f la ­
bor w ith  Father D iv ine . One hand­
les the “ s p ir itu a l”  needs, the other 
the po litica l needs o f H arlem ’s Ne­
gro population. In  add ition  i t  now 
appears th a t they have also signed 
one o f those defensive and non-ag­
gression pacts, so jiopu la r w ith  
S ta lin is ts . And by the way, has 
“ se lf-de term ination”  reached the 
po int where we have a “ Communist 
P arty  o f H arlem ?"

Inside Story of 
Rubber Unions

(Continued from  Page 1)

stomachs. B u t they d idn ’t  give up 
fo r  a while .

However, a fte r nearly two hours 
o f denunciation, and when the pro­
gressives had exhausted th e ir  am ­
m un ition , a C lahe rty-ite  took the 
floor. More promises, more “ s tick- 
by-the-leaders”  and the govern­
ment . . . s lo w ly  the game became 
clear. W orkers began to  w a lk  out, 
th e ir faces dead set, the pain o f 
betrayal was c learly  evident.

When opposition began to die 
down, C laherty  appeared —  very 
n ice ly-tim ed entrance, o f course. He 
pleaded eloquently as workers 
turned th e ir faces in  disgust. He 
winced when someone shouted “ Be­
tra ye r,”  but on ly m om entarily . 
“ The two locals used reason and 
you can’t  go out alon,e,”  he care­
fu lly  began. Soon the dem oraliza­
tion  crept in. Even progressives 
looked discouraged, lost in  a da rk  
la ibyrinth. The vote o f approval 
passed by a sm all m a jo rity .

The Specter o f B lack-L is ting
W orkers le ft qu ick ly  a fte r the 

meeting, shamefaced, disappointed, 
tears gleamed d im ly  in  some eyes. 
A few brave workers openly 
charged, “ d ic ta torsh ip  from  the 
top,”  a lthough expulsion was im m i­
nent. Progressives went home as 
one goes to a funeral. The da rk  
specter of company blacklists, the 
black shadows of betrayal,, the 
laughs o f company union men 
haunted them.

The A. F. o f L. bureaucracy had 
negotiated an “ agreement.”


