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Strikers Reject Union Busting 'P eace'
20 Workers Party Pickets Arrested in N. Y. 

Demonstration against General Motors
N E W  YO RK, M ay 6.— Tw en ty  W orkers P a rty  and Spartacus 

Youth League members were arrested here today w h ile  p icketing  the 
General M otors office on Broadway, between 57th and 58th Streets. 
Led by Sam Gordon, managing ed ito r o f the New M il ita n t  and A1 
Pasch, W. P. organizer, over a hundred workers pa rtic ipa ted  in  a 
p icket line  flung around the G.M.C. bu ild ing , shouting “ Support the 
Toledo Chevrolet S trike rs ,”  “ Smash General M otors Company Unions”  
and o ther m il ita n t slogans.

A fte r fo rty -five  m inutes o f p icketing, the dem onstration had 
a ttracted a noon-day crowd .of 2,000 onlookers expressing th e ir  ap 
p rova l and ty in g  up tra ffic  in  the im m ediate area. A  squad o f 25 
un iform ed police headed by a p la inclo thes captain, several mounted 
officers and tw o rad io  cars were soon rushed to  the scene. W ithou t 
any previous notice, the capta in  seized Gordon and placed him  under 
arrest.

The p icket line could not, however, be broken up in  th is  manner. 
As the ranks reform ed ini single file, Gordon, guarded by the captain 
and tw o un iform ed officers, held a ten m inute speech, ca llin g  a tten tion  
to the heroic strugg le of the Toledo s tr ike rs  and appealing to the 
workers assembled to support the s trike . Pie was then p rom ptly  
whisked in to  a nearby store by the po lice and held fo r  the p a tro l 
wagon. A1 Dpsch, leading the line  o f m arch a t th is  tim e, protested 
(igainst Gordon's arrest and was im m ediate ly pu lled in  to jo in  the 
la tte r.

Undaunted by these tactics, the line  reform ed once more, tak ing  
up the chant “ Free Our Prisoners.”  Thereupon the whole squad o f 
cops charged in to  the ranks and ran in  18 add itiona l pickets in to  
the pa tro l wagon w hich had pulled up in  the meantime.

In  M ag is tra te ’s Court, on 54th Street, where A tto rney Mendel 
Lu rie  of the Non-Partisan Labor Defense represented the prisoners, 
the 18 were im m edia te ly released because o f insuffic ient evidence, 
w h ile  Gordon and Dasch were paroled fo r  a hearing a t a la te r date.

Above is p a rt o f the mass p icket line  th a t da ily  fo rm s around the 
General M otors Chevrolet p lan t in  Toledo, and has so t ig h t ly  closet! i t  
down th a t no one enters w ith ou t permission of the p icket committee.

Dillon Spikes F lin t Strike 
Vote; Slurs Toledo Workers

B  U  L  1, B  T  I  N
D E T R O IT , M ay 7.— B urke  Cochrane, W orkers P a rty  organizer, and 

Sam Beck, Spartacus Youth  leader, were arrested today w h ile  picket
ing the Chevrolet p lan t here. The police in te rfe red a fte r  some hours 
o f m ilita n t p icke ting  w ith  banners demanding support fo r the Toledo 
s trike . The company offic ia ls feared th a t the banners and slogans 
shouted by the  marchers m ig h t have al “ bad”  effect oh p lan t workers.

0 ---------------------------------------------------------

WAR
and the 

Franco-Soviet 
Pact

B y  J A M E S  P . C A N N O N

T h e  m i l i ta r y  a llia n ce  between 
th e  S ov ie t U n io n  and  the  
F re n c h  gove rnm en t, fo rm a lly  
e ffected b y  the  s ig n in g  o f the  
m u tu a l assistance agreem ent' on 
M a y  2 , ra ises fu n d a m e n ta l 
p rob lem s o f  the p resen t epoch 
be fo re  the  advanced w o rke rs  o f 
th e  w o r ld  in  the  sh a rp e s t fo rm . 
I t  was p re c ise ly  on the  question  
o f  w a r, w h ich  is o n ly  the  o th e r 
side o f  the  question  o f  p ro le 
ta r ia n  re v o lu tio n , th a t  In te rn a 
t io n a l S o c ia l D e m o cra cy  -con
sum m ated its  h is to r ic  b e tra y a l 
in  1914. W i l l  S ta lin is m , hand 
in  hand w ith  the  unregenera te  
re fo rm is ts , lead th e  masses to  a 
s im ila r  c a ta s tro p h e  in  the  im 
p e n d in g  w a r?

A  m i l i ta r y  a lliance  between 
the  S ov ie t U n io n  and one 
o r  m ore  c a p ita l is t  coun tr ies  
a g a in s t o thers  is n o t the  m a in  
question  here. I n  the  absence 
o f s u p p o r t in  the  fo rm  o f  revo 
lu t io n a ry  movem ents in  the 
c a p ita l is t  co u n tr ie s  the  S ov ie t 
U n io n  m ig h t have no a lte rn a 
tiv e  in  the  event o f w a r. T h a t  
such a p o lic y  is deemed neces
s a ry  now o n ly  tes tifies  to  the 
weakened p o s it io n  o f the  S ovie t 
U n io n  w h ich  ensued fro m  the  
c a ta s tro p h ic  de feats to  w hich 
the  C o m in te rn  un d e r S ta lin ’ s 
d o m in a tio n  has led the  in te rn a 
t io n a l w o rk in g  class. T h e  be
t r a y a l  o f the  Chinese re v o lu tio n  
bore  f r u i t  in  the  aggressions o f 
Japanese im p e ria lism . T he  
sham efu l c a p itu la t io n  o f  the 
C o m in te rn  in  G e rm any , supp le 
m e n tin g  the  tre a c h e ry  o f S oc ia l 
D e m o cra cy , p re p a re d  the  con
d itio n s  fo r  a H i t le r  offensive 
a g a in s t the  S ov ie t U n io n . T he  
p a c t w ith  thé  F re n ch  go ve rn 
m ent takes p lace on the  basis 
o f these defeats !

T h e  S ov ie t U n io n  agrees to  
defend the  te r r i t o r y  o f im p e r
ia l is t  F ra n ce  w ith  th e  tro o p s  o f 
the  R ed A rm y  in  re tu rn  fo r  a 
co rre sp o n d in g  prom ise  o f the  
F re n ch  gove rnm en t re g a rd in g  
the  te r r i t o r y  o f the  S ov ie t 
U n io n . Such an agreem ent 
cou ld  be m ade o n ly  because the 
heads o f the  S ov ie t governm ent 
do n o t, o r  feel th a t  th e y  can
n o t, re ly  on the  E u ro p e a n  
w o rk in g  class to  come to  its  
defense. B u t  in  th a t  case i t  is 
necessary to  s a y : th e  heavy de
fe a ts  in flic te d  on the  w o rk in g  
class m ovem ent b y  the  p o lic y  
o f  S ta lin is m  have weakened the  
in te rn a t io n a l p o s itio n  o f the  
S ov ie t U n io n  and  com pelled i t  
to  depend on th e  f lim s y  s tru c 
tu r e  o f  a p a c t w ith  im p e r ia lis t 
-France.

T h a t  is the  b lu n t t r u th  and 
the  w o rke rs  o u g h t to  know  i t .  
-B u t the  S ta lin is ts , tru e  to  th e ir  
p o lic y  and  p ra c t ic e  o f deceiv
in g  the  w o rke rs  and- lead ing  
them  b lin d -fo ld e d  to  the  abyss, 
do  n o t ta lk  th is  language . T h e y  
p a in t  u p  the  ra p a c io u s  F re n ch  
im p e ria lis ts  as advocates o f 
“ peace”  and  rep resen t the  p a c t 
w ith  them  as a “ v ic to ry  fo r  
soc ia lism ,”  an  “ advance,”  etc. 
T h a t  is a lie , a decep tion , a 
fr a u d  ! B y  such p e rfid ious  
m ethods the  F re n ch  w orke rs  
can be d ragooned  in to  the  
trenches to  f ig h t f o r  ‘ ‘peace- 
lo v in g ”  F re n ch  im p e ria lism  ; 
th e y  ca n n o t be led in to  a revo 
lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  to  o v e rth ro w  
i t .

*  *  *

W h a t p o s itio n  shou ld  the  
F re n ch  w o rk in g  class ta ke  in  
the  l ig h t  o f  the  m i l i ta r y  p a c t?  
T h a t  is the  m a in  question  fo r  
F ra n c e  a t the  p resen t tim e , and 
w il l  v e ry  l ik e ly  be th e  m a in  
question  la te r  in  A m e rica . T h a t  
is the  h e a rt o f  the  p rob lem  o f 
the  com ing  w a r as i t  w il l  be 
presen ted  co n c re te ly  in  those 
co u n tr ie s  w h ich  are lined  u p  in  
th e  same b loc w ith  the  S ov ie t 
U n io n .

T h e  W o rk e rs  P a r ty  alone 
has g iven a c lea r answ er to  th is  
ques tion  in  its  D e c la ra t io n  o f 
P r in c ip le s . W e  say, w ith  L ie b - 
kn e ch t and L e n in : T h e  enemy 

(C o n tin u e d  on Page 4 )

Dutch Party 
Gains 4 Seats 

In  Elections
From  H o lland comes the g ra t ify 

in g  news th a t our sister p a rty  there, 
the R evolu tionary Socialist W ork 
ers Party , has gained 4 mandates 
in  the p ro v in c ia l elections held re
cently.

W hat makes th is  simple piece of 
news more im p o rtan t than a t f irs t 
seems apparent is the fa c t th a t of 
a l l the parties standing in  one form  
or another on a w o rk ing  class basis 
— i t  was the one uphold ing the ban
ner of the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l 
th a t made the most decisive gains.

The Communist P a rty  increased 
its  mandates by three. The Social 
Dem ocratic pa rty  lost one.

The Nazis made considerable 
gains ; bu t when i t  is  understood 
th a t they have been heavily subsi
dized by H it le r ’s funds, thus enab
lin g  them to set up  a huge propa
ganda machine, the resu lts are not 
so surp ris ing  as i t  m igh t seem at 
f irs t flush.

T h is was the  firs t election cam
paign fo r  the new ly organized rev
o lu tiona ry  p a rty  in  Ho lland. L ike  
the Wlorkers P a rty  in  the U n ited 
States, the R.S.W.P. came about as 
a fusion o f tw o currents in  the 
labor movement. A  ga in o f fou r 
mandates is  on ly a beginning. I t  
does, however, show c learly  th a t 
w ha t to others seemed on ly as an 
idea is steadily b u t sure ly  impress
ing its e lf  on the m inds o f workers 
a ll over the w o rld— the F ou rth  in 
te rna tiona l marches on.

‘Wildcat’ Miners Boo 
Solons at Hearing

H A R R IS B U R G , Pa.— F ive thou
sand coal truckers, who operate 
“ m ines”  in  w h ich  the whole fa m ily  
engages, trekked in to  H a rrisbu rg  
where a hearing was held on a b i l l  
th a t would deprive them o f the 
r ig h t to use the highways fo r  the 
transporta tion  o f coal.

The b il l was introduced by Rep
resentative George D. H o lstrom  of 
Lehigh who labelled the truckers  
as “ bootleg m iners.”  The object of 
the b i l l  would require  every inde
pendent m iner and trucke r to get 
a special pe rm it to  use the highway. 
The passage of the b i l l  would make 
i t  necessary fo r  each tru cke r to 
show “ a b ility  to  pay fo r damagas 
resu lting  from  vehicle accidents.”  
I t  is obvious th a t the b i l l  was in 
troduced a t the behest o f the coal 
barons o f the state who hope by 
the passage o f the b il l to  exclude 
the truckers  from  the sacred r ig h t 
o f m in ing  th e ir  own lots, thus safe
guard ing an in tru s io n  on the pro fits 
of the coal barons. There are over 
3,500 truckers  engaged in  earning 
a live lihood through th is  method.

Speakers fo r  the b i l l  were shout
ed down, the b i l l  its e lf  to rn  to  
pieces by M ichael Demchak of the 
W orkers P a rty  and th row n  a t the 
feet o f Representative Ho lstrom . 
T ruckers speaking against the b il l 
were applauded and cheered w ith  
gusto.

Allard Leads 
Illinois Jobless 

On C a p ito l
S P R IN G F IE LD , 111., M ay 7.— Led 

by G erry A lla rd , chairm an of the 
fou r county organizations o f the 
I llin o is  W orkers A lliance, more 
than 1,000 unemployed demonstrat
ed a t the state cap ito l fo r the im 
mediate resumption o f re lie f.

W ith  200,000 human beings fac
ing im m inent s ta rva tion  because of 
the policies o f H a rry  H opkins and 
Governor Horner, fo r  whom the is 
suance o f re lie f is a p o lit ic a l foo t
ba ll, th is  action is the f irs t  to  force 
a tten tion  from  the p o lit ic a l pay- 
trioteers.

A lla rd  and a committee o f five 
in terview ed the governor and de
manded from  h im  th a t the legisla
ture appropria te sufficient funds to 
reopen a ll re lie f stations in  the 
state. O nly in  th is  way, i t  was 
pointed out w ould the jobless be 
saved from  indescribable suffering.

“ I ’m powerless to act,”  the gov
ernor to ld  the men.

“ I f  a fo re ign enemy were invad
ing  the state, you would find  a way 
to act, would you not,”  A lla rd  
asked, and the smug executive be
gan to  squirm  in  his cha ir, the un
employed leader raised h is voice 
sha rp ly : “ An enemy ju s t as potent 
as a w ar is present r ig h t now in  
th is  state.”

In  th a t suave manner w h ich  
makes a v ir tu e  o f evasion in  an
swer to  the demands o f w o rk ing 
men, Governor H o rne r in form ed the 
com m ittee th a t the on ly hope was 
the ra is ing  o f the  sales ta x  from  
tw o to  three cents.

T h is  answer, in  the op in ion of 
qualified observers, th row s the en
t ire  question in to  the  arena o f the 
state leg is la tu re  where the  snarling 
republican and dem ocratic jia rties  
may squabble over it .  Furtherm ore, 
as a method o f a lle v ia tin g  suffer
ing, i t  fo llow s the well-W orn ru le  
o f transfe ring  the burden from  
thousands o f miserable unemployed 
to thousands o f o the r s lig h tly  less 
m iserable employed workers.

H earing  the repo rt o f the com
mittee, the  1,000 dem onstrators de
cided unanim ously to  organize a 
state-w ide m arch on the cap ito l and 
to camp on its  steps u n t il the re lie f 
stations are reopened.

O A K LA N D , Cal. (P ) .  —  Long
shoremen a t C rockett refused to 
w ork  when the Matson lin e r Mak- 
awao prepared to take on o il hand l
ed by nonunion crews. The long
shoremen s truck in  sym pathy w ith  
s tr ik in g  o il tanker seamen.

The s tr ike  has noth ing to do w ith  
the recent s tr ike  a t C rockett of the 
warehousemen employed a t the big 
sugar refinery.

A LLE N T O W N , Pa. (F P ) .— The 
week-old s tr ike  of ribbon workers 
continue to  spread, according tore- 
po rts  a t a conference o f na tiona l 
delegates o f the  United Ribbon 
W orkers and the Am erican Federa
tio n  o f S ilk  W orkers in  A llentown.

A l l  bu t three sm all Paterson, 
N.J., shops are shut down, w h ile  
a t least 50% o f the A llen tow n area 
is tied  up, delegates stated.

Muste Rallies  
N . Y . Support 
For Auto Strike
400 Cheer Speaker to 

Echo in Inspiring 
Meeting

NEW  YO RK.— S o lid a rity  struck 
the keynote of the W orkers P arty  
meeting in  support o f the Toledo 
Chevrolet strikers.

Beginning w ith  a s t ir r in g  mes
sage from  a young comrade d irec t 
from  the f ir in g  line  enthusiasm re 
mained unabated through the en
t ire  meeting w h ich  ended w ith  the 
sing ing of “ On the L ine ”  by the 
en tire  audience o f 400.

The h a ll a t I rv in g  Plaza rang 
w ith  applause as comrade Cannon, 
chairm an o f the meeting, introduced 
A. ,1. Muste as the representative 
of the W orkers P a rty  in  the Toledo 
strike. I t  d id  not take long fo r 
th is  ovation to re-echo once again 
in  response to  the v iv id  p ic tu re  of 
the p icket line  painted by the N a
tion a l Secretary o f the W.P.

Review ing Toledo’s T rad ition
W ith  ra p t a tten tion  the audience 

listened as comrade Muste described 
the background of the strike , the 
k il l in g  speed-up, the spy system and 
the company unions. Especia lly in 
teresting here was the report of the 
state o f m ind o f the Chevrolet 
workers du ring  the great A u to -L ite  
s trike  of last year. Here i t  was 
stated th a t a t th a t tim e the w o rk 
ers, under the influence of the Com
pany union propaganda, tore up 
leaflets ca lling  on them to support 
the embattled A u to -lite  men.

Only a year had elapsed, Muste 
pointed out, and these same workers 
formed one of the tigh tes t p icket 
lines the country has ever seen. So 
tig h t in  fa c t tha t Knudsen, vice- 
president of General M otors was 
forced to secure permission from  
Jim m y Rolland. cha irm an o f the 
S trike  Committee, before he could 
enter the plant.

W arns Aga inst D illo n
Continuing in  his rounded de

scrip tion , Muste warned o f the per
fidious doings o f D illo n  and Co. who 
had come on the scene to spike the 
s trugg le  o r fa il in g  th a t to t r im  
i t  of a l l m ilitancy . T ha t the Toledo 
ba ttle  has thus fa r  steered clear of 
the A kron  road is chiefly due to one 
factor, said Muste, and th a t is not 
some special qu a lity  in  the Chevro
le t workers, bu t to the presence of 
and influence of the revo lu tiona ry  
party, the W orkers Party.

An instance o f th is  fa c t was 
driven home when a telegram  re 
ceived the same afternoon fro m  To
ledo was read by the speaker. In  
i t  was disclosed the fa c t th a t a 
young comrade who had d is tribu ted 
a leaflet o f the W orkers P a rty  
w a rn ing  the s tr ike rs  of the com 
pany moves was held prisoner by 
s trike  officials. A fte r  presenting a 
M a rx is t argum ent,”  the telegram 
read, “ he succeeded in  convincing 
them of the correctness o f the con
tents o f the ha ndb ill and secured 
unanimous consent fo r  the d is tr i
bu tion o f i t . ”  The crowd roared 
w ith  cheers and laughter.
’ Ovation From Crowd

On a ris in g  crescendo Muste 
pointed ou t th a t w lia t the s tr ike rs  
needed most was support from  other 
pa rts  of the coun try  and he ap
pealed to the workers present to 
continue the good w o rk  thus fa r  
begun in  p icketing  General M otors 
offices and salesrooms. F o r a fu l l  
two m inutes the chairm an tr ie d  in 
vain to  make h im se lf heard over 
the prolonged ovation accorded 
Comrade Muste as he took h is  seat.

The cheers and hand clapping 
was transla ted in to  something more 
substantia l as Comrade Cannon in 
troduced the unique fea tu re  o f auc
tion ing  off a few score copies of 
the firs t issue of “ S trike  T ru th ”  
brought from  Toledo. As h igh as 
ten do lla rs was pa id fo r  a single 
copy and the to ta l reached over 
$100 in  good Am erican currency.

HOUSTON, Tex. (F P ).— Deputy 
sheriffs, declared by W ilb u r D ickey, 
In te rna tiona l Seamen’s Union agent, 
to  be w ork ing in  connection w ith  
the shipping company, arrested 
fou r s tr ike rs  a t Houston on a 
charge of d is tu rb ing  the peace.

The men were seized when they 
attempted to board the tanker 
Brandyw ine to get th e ir  clothes, 
fo llow ing  a w a lkout, according to 
Dickey. T roub le arose when the 
captain o f the B randyw ine and an 
offic ia l o f the Norsiworthy docks 
tr ie d  to  keep the s trike rs  from  the 
ship, and one s tr ik e r was in ju re d  
when he fe ll w h ile  try in g  to dodge 
a blow, D ickey explained.

F L IN T , M ich., May 6.— A t a meet
ing of the B u ick  local in  F lin t  Sun
day n igh t, F rancis J. D illo n  suc
ceeded in  smashing strong sen ti
m ent fo r  a s tr ik e  Monday morning. 
By re fus ing to a llow  the rank and 
file  to speak from  the floor, he r a i l
roaded through a p lan to w a it on 
a government election in Toledo o f 
Chevrolet workers. Coming a t a 
tim e when 35,000 workers were 
about to w in  a v ic to ry  over General 
Motors, ca llin g  off o f the F lin t  
s tr ike  in favor of an election is. 
calcula ted to prevent the spread o f 
the s tr ik e  and to break the figh ting  j 
s p ir it  o f the Chevrolet local.

U n til D illo n  spoke, the crowded 
h a ll of B u ick  auto workers called 
loud ly fo r  s tr ike  Monday m orning. 
A t every m ention o f the Toledo 
s tr ike rs  the crowd stamped the ir 
feet and cheered. U n til H a rt, D i l
lon ’s representative, and D illo n  
h im self spoke the meeting was a 
s tr ike  meeting and the sentiment 
was fo r  p icket lines Monday m orn
ing.

H a rt in troduced the firs t a n ti
s tr ik e  sentim ent when he said, “ I ’m 
not so much concerned w ith  whe
the r you men go on s tr ik e  bu t w ith  
a new set-up all-around fo r  A m eri
can labor.”  He turned to  fu tu re  
hopes a ll around fo r  a l l Am er
ican labor and made no m ention o f 
tom orrow ’s s trike , a lthough a copy 
o f the contract o f im m ediate de
mands they were to s tr ik e  fo r  was 
in  the hands o f every B u ick  auto 
w orker a t the meeting.

Before H a r t  finished, D illo n  en
tered the meeting w ith  three news
paper men. The crowd ins tan tly  
booed the reporters and c r ie d : 
“ T hrow  them out).”  Calls fo r an 
expulsion vote were denied by the 
chairm an and D illo n  spoke. The 
speech w hich fo llowed was nicely 
calculated to destroy s tr ik e  senti
ment no t on ly in  F lin t  b u t fo r  a l l 
auto workers figh ting  fo r th e ir  un
ion against General Motors, and to 
hand the men instead a gold b rick . 
I t  contained the fo llo w in g  points1:

Sensing the enthusiasm of the 
B u ick workers fo r  the Chevrolet 
s tr ike rs  in Toledo, D illo n  p rom ptly  
took c red it fo r the s tr ike  o f Local 
18384. H e said: “ We worked out 
a strategy fo r figh ting  General Mo
tors weeks ago. The one place 
where they d idn ’t  th in k  we would 
s tr ike  was Toledo. We fooled them. 
Now the Toledo s trike rs  are pu t
t in g  up a m agnificent f ig h t.”  He 
took fu l l  c red it on h im self fo r  the 
Toledo s tr ik e  bu t fa iled  to  mention 
th a t fo r  th ir ty  days before Toledo 
went out he had in  his pocket a 
general autom obile s trike  vote 
which he never used. He fa iled  to 
m ention th a t the s tr ike  in  Toledo 
was called w ith o u t asking D illo n . 
O r th a t Norwood came on the p ick
et line  w ith o u t asking D illo n .

P oint 2 was ra ilroad ing  the gov
ernment election th rough and te ll
in g  the men “ to  go back to w ork

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. Washes Hands 
of Inquiry into Minor 
K idn ap  Outrage

The scene of fascist hooliganism 
has sh ifted  last week from  its  cus
tom ary hab ita t, C a lifo rn ia , to the 
c ity  o f G allup in  New Mexico. Rob
ert M inor and Donald Levinson, 
law yer sent by the I.L .D . to defend 
the m iners arrested on A p r il 4 as 
the resu lt of a clash in which a 
sheriff and tw o unemployed w o rk
ers were shot dead, were kidnapped 
by the bands of hooligans and 
beaten.

S itt in g  in  a car parked in  the 
businest section o f G allup a t 10:30 
P.M. on the n ig h t o f M ay 2, M inor 
and Levinson were forced ou t of 
the car, M inor being slugged on the 
head w ith  a b lack jack, pushed in to  
separate cars and d riven  in to  the 
desert by the kidnappers. The 
scene was witnessed by Mrs. B arto l, 
w ife  o f one of the w orkers  held fo r 
the m urder o f the she riff and sev
e ra l others connected w ith  the I.L . 
D.

The next day M inor and Levinson 
were found wandering in  the desert 
30 m iles from  G allup by an Ind ian  
guide, Tohe, who helped them to 
his home and la te r to  the hospita l 
where they were taken. B oth  of 
them were badly beaten.

The au thorities of New Mexico 
have promised an investigation. 
A fte r the f irs t  few days, the k id 
napping s t i l l  fresh in  the m inds of 
the public, the Federal au tho rities  
proceeded to “ investigate.”  W ith  
protests pouring in, the rigm arole 
o f pretense gone through, the in 
vestigation o f the kidnapping re
mains a “ closed inc ident”  as fa r  as 
the Federal authorities, are con
cerned. More outrages have oc
curred in  Gallup. Several days 
ago, two automobiles filled  w ith  
v ig ilantes w ent th rough  the w o rk
ers’ d is tr ic t o f G allup and fired 
shots a t the homes o f some o f the 
defendants.

The federal authorities, cla im  
tha t M inor and Levinson were not 
kidnapped, th a t “ they were not i l 
lega lly  transported.”  When is an 
abduction legal? M r. Cummings of 
the Departm ent o f Justice does not 
state. Beihg beaten, slugged and 
forced to go to a hospita l is  evi
dently a norm al condition in  the 
state of New Mexico i f  you are 
there to defend workers in  the 
c lu tch  o f cap ita lis t justice.

W orkers organizations a ll over 
the country have protested the k id 
napping. A. L. W ir in  of the Am er
ican C iv il L ibe rties  Union is on his 
way to G a llup  to conduct an inves
tig a tio n  and to  help in  the defense 
of the ten m iners he ld on the 
fram ed-up charge of m urder.

READ TH E  NEW  M IL ITA N T

T R IM  SCABS

Roland Sounds 
Fighting N ote  
A t Big Meeting
Resume ‘Strike T ru th ’ 
as Union Prepares to 

Spread Battle
B U L L E T I N  

As we go to press, w ord  comes 
from  Toledo th a t the Chevrolet 
s trike rs  have rejected the com
pany’s “ peace”  proposals by an 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity . The elec
tion  conducted by the U. S. De
partm ent o f Labor, showed a vote 
o f 1,251 against acceptance and 
on ly  605 fo r. The s trike rs  are 
ju b ila n t a t t l ie ir  v ic tory . The 
m ilitancy  o f th e ir  ranks has been 
strengthened a ll along the  line.

Special to New M ilita n t
TOLEDO , Ohio, May 7.-35,000 

General Motors workers, on s trike  
or affected by p lant closures due to 
lack of necessary parts, m arked 
tim e today as they awaited the out
come of an election to be held here 
tom orrow  under the auspices of the 
Departm ent of Labor to determine 
whether the Toledo Chevrolet 
s trike rs  desired to accept the G.M. 
C. proposals and re tu rn  to w ork or 
to again re ject them and continue 
the ir s trike  fo r  union recognition 
and a signed contract.

A fte r a week of decisive and m il i
ta n t action in  which the Toledo 
s trike rs  tied up almost the en tire  
Chevrolet d ivision of General M o
tors and spread the s trike  to Cleve
land, A tla n ta  and Norwood, O., 
Francis D illo n , na tiona l A. F. of L. 
organizer in  the automobile indus
try , succeeded in  d ive rting  the 
s trike  from  the picket-lines to the 
ballot-booths and in curbing the 
w a lkou t of 9,000 B u ick workers in  
F lin t  who had previously voted to 
go on s trike  yesterday.

D illo n  Accepts Scab Terms
The election was called fo r  by 

D illo n  fo llo w in g  a meeting held 
here by a company union group last 
Saturday n igh t a t the Chamber of 
Commerce w hich was attended by 
some 1000 men, most of them form 
er employees o f the Toledo Chevro
let, strike-breakers and foremen. 
T h is  group, organized by the G.M.C. 
officials as a scab-herding agency, 
pu t fo r th  a demand fo r  an election 
on the precise terms accepted by 
D illon .

D illo n , together w ith  Edw ard Mc- 
Grady, assistant secretary o f labor, 
and Thomas W illiam son, federal 
concilia tor, jammed the decision to 
hold the vote down the th roa ts  of 
a ll bu t three of the e ight s trike - 
committee men a fte r almost seven 
hours of continuous verbal pound
ing on these new and inexperienced 
union men.

D illo n  fo llow ed th is  maneuver to 
curb the m ilita n t tendencies o f the 
s tr ike  by addressing a meeting o f 
the B uick local a t F lin t  of the 
United Autom obile W orkers Federal 
Labor Union in  which he so m is
represented the sentiments and 
figh ting  qua lities of the Toledo 
workers tha t he discouraged the 
F lin t  workers from  tak in g  s tr ike  
action pending the results of the 
Toledo vote. In  his remarks, D illo n  
called the Toledo s tr ik e  a “ circus,”  
defin ite ly im p lied  th a t the Toledo 
s trike rs  were yellow , had called fo r  
the election and wanted to re tu rn  
to  work, and to ld  the F lin t  workers 
not to s trike  u n t il the Toledo Chev
ro le t workers had proved they were 
“serious”  and would not go back 
on the F lin t  workers.

5,000 R a lly  Support
The answer to th is  infamous 

slander was given yesterday by the 
more than 1,000 Chevrolet workers 
on the mass picket-lines, the enthu
siastic meeting o f 1,400 union s t r ik 
ers last n igh t who fiercely de
nounced the company’s proposals, 
and a mass meeting of Toledo labor 
ton igh t which jammed over 5,000 
workers in to  the C iv ic  A ud ito rium  
in  support o f the Chevrolet s tr ike rs  
and fo r  the continuance of the 
strike.

A t the huge mass meeting to
n ight. a t which D illo n  was the 
p rinc ipa l speaker, he pu t fo rw a rd  
a complete class co llabora tion  po in t 
o f view, one o f concilia tion  w ith  
the employers in  w h ich he boasted 
of his im p a rtia lity , and spoke o f the 
company’s proposals w h ich  offered 
the workers even less than they had 
before the strike , as offering some

(Continued on Page 2)
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Comments
On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 

Happiness
*-f By BILL REICH----------

Youth . . .
Ita lia n  boys s ta rt m il ita ry  t ra in 

in g  a t eight. . . . 120,000 “ w ar 
babies”  in  F rance are called to 
serve in  the arm y . . . M ilita ry  
tra in in g  is  made compulsory in  
Chinese high schools. 100,000 sold
ie rs are turned out annua lly . . . . 
The CCC enro llm ent is enlarged to 
600,000. A rm y  officers advocate 
complete m ilita r iz a tio n  o f the 
camps. . . . Says Roger Babson: 
“ The CCC camps are becoming hot 
beds of rad ica lism . I f  these young 
men are not soon absorbed in  le g it
im ate  in du s try  they w i l l  become a 
revo lu tiona ry  a rm y.”

Collective Bargaining...
W illia m  Knudsen, vice-president 

o f General M otors te lls  Federal con
c ilia to rs : “ The company cannot re
sume negotiations w ith  s trike rs  at 
the local Chevrolet p lan t w h ile  the 
s tr ik e  is on.”  . . . The N a tiona l 
T e x tile  Labor Relations Board rules 
th a t m ills  need no t reh ire  union 
w orkers where strikes are lost. . . . 
Twenty-one s trike rs  were arrested 
in  Legrange, Georgia, when they a t
tempted to  prevent the eviction of 
one of th e ir  num ber from  a com
pany house. . . .  B y  p icke ting  and 
boycotts Los Angeles housewives 
lowered meat prices 5c per pound. 
. . .  “ S tr ik in g  is  a bad way to get 
w hat you w ant,”  advises H . L. 
Mencken to s tr ik in g  office workers 
o f the Am erican M ercu ry  magazine. 
. . . E very large s tr ik e  in  the na
tion  in the past year has been sold 
ou t by Federal m ediators . . . Mrs. 
Roosevelt purchases Ju lius  B loch’s 
p icture “ The S tr ik e r”  to hang in  
the W hite  House. . . .

Education . . .
Chancellor John G. Bowman of 

M ellon ’s U n ivers ity  o f P ittsbu rg  
states th a t facu lty  members are 
“ fools”  who make speeches on con
trove rs ia l subjects. . . . Fifteen,
states and the D is tr ic t  o f Columbia 
have passed oath-of-allegiance laws' 

fo r  teachers. . . . Professors Norbert 
W iene r' and C a rl Bridenbaugh of 
Massachusetts In s titu te  o f Technol
ogy conclude from  a lengthy survey 
o f college reds th a t “ undergraduate 
rad ica ls are headed in  the wrong 
d irection . They are a con tinual 
embarrassment to th e ir  w e ll-w ish
ers.”  . . . An Ind iana college pro
fessor kidnapped him self. . . . Over 
60% of the w o rld ’s population is 
illite ra te . . . . M ississippi spends 
$45,34 per year fo r  the education of 
a w h ite  child, $5.45 fo r a colored. 
In  Georgia the ra tio  is $35.42 to 
$6.38. . .

Society Notes . . .
M arion Davies spent more than 

$50,000 in  preparation fo r  a house 
p a rty  planned in  honor o f W illiam  
R. H earst’s 72nd b irthday. . . . 
F o rty  men in  W allace, Nebraska, 
pledged not to shave u n t il i t  rains. 
. . . Thyrsa Amos, Dean o f Women 
a t the U n ivers ity  o f P ittsburgh, 
stated tha t Ralph Turner, ousted 
lib e ra l professor, “ dressed like  a 
jockey”  and “ spoiled a perfectly 
good dinner pa rty  by argu ing too 
v io len tly .”  . . . Leo Durocher, St. 
Louis C ardinal . baseball player, 
swore out a w a rra n t fo r Doris 
Sm ith, garment s trike r, charging 
her w ith  “ d is tu rb ing  his peace”  
w h ile  he escorted his scabbing w ife  
th rough a p icke t line . . . . A lfre d  
Shegolihin, unemployed, was k ille d  
by an auto when he ran in to  the 
street a fte r stea ling a p a ir o f shoes 
from  a New Y ork store. . . . T h ir ty  
thousand London unemployed dem
onstra ted in  protest to K i n g  
George’s jubilee. . . . The annual 
income of the English Royal fa m ily  
is nearly $3,000,000. . . .

State of Nation . . .
Says H am ilton  F ish : “ No “ pres

iden t has fum bled the situa tion so 
completely. H is  socia listic experi
ments have impoverished the people, 
increased unemployment and de
stroyed business confidence.”  . . 
T o ta l pro fits  o f 1.136 in d u s tr ia l cor
porations fo r 1934 were $982,000,- 
000, an increase o f 54% over 1933. 
. . . Tw enty outstanding companies 
account fo r  80% o f the increase. 
. . . 1,200,000 unemployed are de
prived o f re lie f in  I llin o is . They 
face s ta rva tio n  as po lice are sub
s titu ted  in re lie f headquarters fo r 
the regu lar workers. . . . 989 govern
ment employees receive incomes in  
excess of $10,000 annually. . . . Re
lie f  wages in  ru ra l A labam a are as 
low  as $3.60 per week. . . . State 
Senator George W oodward o f Penn
sylvania advocates a state sales tax  
to  help the unemployed. Such a 
measure would save h im  $77,000 
annually. . . . 1,700,000 unemployed 
in  Pennsylvania live  in  constant 
fear o f s tarva tion  as the state legis 
la tu re  refuses to provide funds. . . . 
D r. C. F. Schnable, Kansas C ity  
chemist, finds th a t grass is more 
n u tritio u s  than spinach, carrots or 
lettuce. . . . 600,000 unemployed in  
M issouri are threatened w ith  being 
cu t fro m  re lie f ro lls  as the legis
la tu re  fa ils  to provide funds. . . .

Strikers Reject Union Busting "Peace" IN  T H E  U N I O N S
— — — iSigy KARL I AIRE

How the Tables Were Turned
One year ago Toledo Chevrolet offic ia ls were looking out of p lan t 

w indows extrem ely ir r ita te d .
They were w atch ing J im m y Roland m arch ing around the fac to ry  

gates w ith  p icke t signs on his back. A  one man picket line  around a 
fac to ry  em ploying 2,500 men!

Brazen, insane, unprecedented— b u t successful. The Regional 
Labor Board decided in  his favor. The company ignored the decision, 
but the one m an p icke t line  was too much. I t  m igh t be contagious. 
So J im m y was rehired.

Roland was no “ slacker”  in  those days. H is  efficiency had won 
fo r h im  a company offer o f foremanship. Union-conscious even then, 
he spurnfed a jo b  th a t would make h im  a watch-dog over h is  fe llow  
workers.

I t  “was then the company was" organ iz ing one o f the  fam ous em
ployee representation plans. J im m y entered the company union to 
convert i t  in to  a rea l one. General M otors w ou ld  not stand fo r  th a t 
and Roland was fired. The one man picket line  baffled them and he 
was rehired. B u t not in  the production department. He would con
tam inate the others. . . . Good Lord, neve r!

They p u t Roland in  the office, a lthough he knew as much about 
c le rica l w o rk  as a K entucky mountaineer.

Fate was against M r. G u llive r, however, and the p lan t was 
nonetheless infected w ith  the unholy v iru s  of unionism. . . .

I f  they on ly could have foreseen. . . .
Two thousand men were m arch ing around the fac to ry  gates. 

Suddenly they stopped. A  w e ll dressed gentleman wanted t.o enter 
the p lant. The picket captains shook th e ir  heads. Orders are tha t 
no one goes in. “ B ut, bu t,”  he stammered enraged, “ I ’m M r. Knudsen, 
I  own th is  p lan t.”

“ Sorry, m ister, orders are orders,”  they replied, “ bu t you can 
see the chairm an o f the s tr ike  committee, mebbe he’l l  help you.”

And who should the cha irm an o f th is  s tr ike  com m ittee be? 
J im m y R o land ! !

Spread Strike 
Is Task Ahead

(Continued from  page 1)
concessions. N o t one w ord did  
D illo n  m ention o f spreading the 
s tr ike  to F lin t  and other places, in  
w h ich  course lies the on ly possib il
i t y  of b ring ing  General M otors to 
terms. H e la rge ly  sk irted  the To
ledo s tr ik e  and the issues involved 
in  i t  by a pompous ora tion  in  w h ich  
he spoke o f  “ in d u s tr ia l democracy,”  
“ jus tice ,”  “ equ ity”  and m any other 
fine-sounding bu t empty phrases. 
H is  on ly  references' to the vote to 
m orrow  was in  his las t sentence, in  
w h ich  he was forced by the senti
ment and temper o f  the w orkers to 
declare h im self against the Com
pany’s proposals.

Knudsen Won’t  Negotiate
Even should the union w in  by a 

substantia l m a jo rity . W illia m  S. 
Knudsen, vice-president o f General 
Motors, has stated th a t the company 
w il l  not negotiate w ith  the union 
committee o r w ith  any o f the w o rk 
ers u n t il they re tu rn  to w ork. N o th 
ing has been gained by the s trike rs  
through th is  vote, even should they 
w in. Instead much valuable tim e 
has been lost.

Representatives o f m any auto 
locals from  F lin t,  Cleveland, De
t ro it  and other au to  centers ad
dressed the meeting. No positive 
ind ica tion  was given by these dele
gates th a t they would take s trike  
action in  the event o f a successful 
outcome o f the vote fo r  the union, 
a lthough they pledged 100 percent 
m oral support.

Roland Fights Capitulation
The outstanding and only signi- 

cant remarks made through the en
tire  long m eeting were the s tra ig h t
fo rw a rd  and m ilita n t proposals of 
.Timmy Roland, progressive cha ir
man of t iie  Toledo s tr ike  committee, 
who d irec tly  urged the F lin t  repre
sentatives to ca ll a s trike  in  F lin t  
im m ediate ly, called fo r  the estab
lishm ent of a na tiona l s tr ik e  com
m ittee and a na tiona l conference o f 
a ll General M otors lqcals In  order 
to s trike  the en tire  company, and 
stated tha t the Toledo Chevrolet 
s trike rs  w ou ld  no t re tu rn  to w ork 
u n til a settlement had been made 
fo r  a ll the other workers on s tr ik e  
in other cities.

R oland’s points were greeted 
w ith  loud and approving applause, 
as were a ll rem arks w h ich  had the 
slightest color o f m ilitancy  made by 
any o f the speakers. Fred Schwake,

business agent o f the union, whose 
previous ac tiv ities  in  the s tr ik e  had 
been in  line  w ith  the policies of 
D illon , made a verbal about-face 
and decla red: “ In  1934, Toledo 
workers made h is to ry  w ith  the B a t
tle  of Chestnut H i l l  ( A uto -L ite  
s tr ik e ). We are prepared to make 
another such h is to ric  ba ttle  a l
though we don’t  know w hat name 
i t  w i l l  go by u n til a fte r  i t  is  won.”  
H e fu rth e r stated th a t In  a confer
ence w ith  the management, when 
to ld  th a t the General Motors could 
not make an exception in  its  na
tion a l po licy fo r  a group in  Toledo, 
he had remarked, “ We are going to 
make General M otors change it® 
po licy, s ta rtin g  in  Toledo.”

Workers Party Active
The W orkers P a rty  branch here 

has been extrem ely active in  th is  
strike , o rgan iz ing the progressive 
forces to counter-act the weak- 
kneed and con c ilia to ry  policies of 
the A. P. o f L . top officials and is 
pu tting  fo rw a rd  a program  calling 
fo r  the spread o f the s trike , an im 
mediate v is it  o f a la rge delegation 
of Toledo s tr ike rs  to F lin t  and 
other auto centers to appeal fo r 
s trike  action, a caravan o f s tr ik in g  
auto workers to M uncie to ra l ly  the 
Muncie workers and to prevent the

operation o f the scab p lan t there, 
da ily  pub lica tion  o f the s tr ik e  pub
lica tion , “ S trike  T ru th ”  (w h ich  re
appeared today, a lthough w r itte n  
by a d iffe ren t ed ito ria l s ta ff and 
lack ing the m ilita n t tone and clear- 
!cut po licy  o f the f irs t one), d irect 
negotiations between the s trike  
committee and the company, and 
other v ita l strateg ic points. An 
eagerly read leaflet, covering th is  
program , was d is tribu ted  a t the 
mass meeting th is  evening.

The single poss ib ility  o f saving 
the s tr ike  from  the impasse w h ich  
i t  has encountered through the ac
tions of D illo n  and his clique lies 
in  the progressive and m ilita n t 
forces in  the union here, backed 
up so lid ly  by the en tire  To
ledo labor movement, organizing 
themselves and fo rc in g  through a 
figh ting  po licy  w h ich  w i l l  spread 
the s tr ike  th roughout the entire  
auto in dus try  and w i l l  pe rm it o f no 
settlement in  W ashington or by the 
A. P. o f L. top leaders. I f  th is  
po licy is not carried out, the won
d e rfu l ba ttle  o f the Toledo s tr ike rs  
w i l l  be underm ined and w ith  i t  the 
¡chance, fo r  a long tim e to come, 
o f establishing rea l unionism  in  
th a t stronghold o f Am erican reac
tion , the autom obile industry .

D illon  Stifles 
Flint Action

(Continued from  Page 1) 
Monday m orn ing.”  The meeting 
roused itse lf and how led: “ W e had 
an election la s t yea r! How about 
s tr ik e !”  D illo n  was in  a t ig h t  spot, 
bu t he shouted back: “ I  though t I  
w ould have to come here ton igh t 
to  ask you to s tr ike  tom orrow  m orn
ing.”  The w orkers  in  the crowd 
listened to h im  again. “ I  d idn ’ t 
th in k  Knudsen would accept a gov
ernm ent election— bu t he d id ! We 
forced G.M. to accept a government 
e lec tion ! ”

The crowd was doub tfu l bu t he 
played up th is  Knudsen move to 
break the union as a great v ic tory. 
W orkers a fte rw a rd  said to your 
correspondent: “ Why, tha t's  w hat 
Knudsen wanted a ll along. I t  gives 
h im  a chance to say over again: 
T h is  un ion doesn’t  represent a ll 
the s trike rs . H e ll, they had one 
election— i t ’s tim e to deal w ith  the 
u n io n ! W hy have another election 
in the m iddle o f a s trike? I  th in k  
D illo n ’s been fooled by Knudsen, or 
is p lay ing  his game.”

P o in t 3 in  D fillon’s speech was 
an in s u lt to the Toledo strikers. He 
s a id : “ We don’t  w an t to support 
those boys t i l l  we know  i f  they 
mean business.”  He suggested th a t 
the Toledo s trike rs  were ju s t p u t
t in g  on a “ circus,”  and he y e lle d : 
“ Don’t  s tr ik e ! W a it fo r  the elec
tion  ! We don’t  w an t to support 
those boys t i l l  we know  where they 
s tan d !”  I t  was clear to a l l present 
th a t D illo n  insinuated the Toledo 
s trike rs  were yellow . By th is  tim e 
h a lf the B u ick  workers had walked 
bu t o f the h a ll in  disgust.

The fina l po in t o f the meeting, 
before a vote, was made by H a rt. 
Some auto w o rke r ye lle d : “ I f  we 
go to w ork  Monday, we have to 
w o rk  on scab transm issions!”  H a rt 
answered th a t a few  days w o rk  on 
scab transm issions would do no 
harm. T h is  angered several union 
men but H a rt defended the m aking 
o f scab transm issions by Buick 
men. D illo n  h im se lf took the floor 
and backed up H a r t on m aking 
scab transm issions. The workers 
were angry bu t H a r t  prevented 
any w orker fro m  speaking in  op
position by ordering  them to s it  
down and appealing fo r  peace. F in 
a lly  the m otion to delay the s tr ike  
was pu t to  vote in  the  h a lf empty 
h a ll and w ith o u t discussion r a i l 
roaded through the meeting.

'In  the Name of God'
Coughlin “Eschews All Radicalism;“ 
Offers Age-Old Panaceas as Cure-All

By ARNE SWABECK
Not to be outdone by the ' K ing- 

fish, Father Coughlin has taken a 
step ahead in the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
na tiona l p o litica l organization. 
T h is  w h ile  Huey Long w ent to Iowa 
to receive the acclaim  extended to 
him and his th ird  pa rty  pro ject by 
the convention o f the I'a rm ers H o l
iday Association. B u t i t  is  rea lly  
not to be understood as a m a tte r 
o f com petition between the tw o ; 
ju s t lis ten to w hat Father Coughlin 
has to say : “ I was m arried to  my 
com petitor by the press. W ell, I 
haven’t  asked fo r divorce papers. 
He has never said anyth ing  about 
me to which I  could take exception, 
and I  don’t  propose to say anyth ing 
about him  to which he could take 
exception.”

Says I t  is Not a Third Party
O f course, the rad io  priest insists 

th a t his organization is no t a p o lit 
ica l p a r ty ; i t  is not a th ird  pa rty , 
lie says. According to his plans it  
is to take shape through a number 
o f so-called state conventions s im :- 
la r  to the one held in  M ich igan last 
week, and Coughlin m ainta ins th a t 
i t  is to be only an instrum ent to 
provide a l i t t le  more a rticu la te  ex
pression so tha t the representatives 
in Congress may know  w hat the 
lieople back home want.

T h is  sounds modest enough and 
i t  lends to the whole scheme an out
ward appearance o f righteousness 
The democratic r igh ts  o f the people 
back home are to he • reinforced. 
B u t in the shaping o f his pa rty  the 
Machiavelian shepherd made no 
provisions whatever fo r  democratic 
rights. A ll supporters are to accept 
in  fu l l  the sixteen points o f Cough
l in ’s program, or, as he says, “ they 
can’t  belong." H is  organization 
scheme calls fo r  the appointm ent by 
h im  o f a national council of tw eh e  
persons. F u rthe r appointments to 
be made by th is  national c m ncil 
w i l l  create state committees, ran g 
ing from  seven to  fourteen, which 
again w i l l  appoint th e ir own aides. 
Nowhere are elections provided for, 
and “ der Fuehrer”  Coughlin w i l l  
soon announce his selections fo r  the 
national council. A  h iera rchy much 
more complete than th a t o f the 
C atholic church and om inously re 
m iniscent of the fascist s truc tu re  of 
organization is here in  prepara
tion.

Makes Bid For Fanners, Workers
B oth Coughlin and Long are now 

m aking special e fforts  to  obtain 
fa rm er and labo r support fo r  th e ir  
movements. W illia m  Collins came 
to Coughlin ’s M ich igan state con
vention, o ffic ia lly  delegated by the 
A. F. o f L. E xecutive Council to 
gether w ith  E dw ard Kennedy, Sec
re ta ry  o f the N a tiona l F'armers 
Union from  Chicago. Among the 
members o f Congress attending 
were W illia m  Lemke o f N o rth  D a
kota, co-author o f the Lemke-FYaz- 
ie r fa rm  m ortgage b i l l  and W ill ia m  
P. Connery J r. o f Massachusetts 
who is co-author of the Connery- 
B lack 30-hour week b i l l  and the 
Wagner-Connery trades disputes 
b il l in  add ition  to being Chairman 
of the House Committee o f Labor.

T h is  set-up fits  in  w e ll w ith  the 
Coughlin scheme o f la bo r organiza
tion. In  h is program  the r ig h t  of 
labor to organize in  unions is  pro
claimed and i t  is insisted th a t i t  is  
t iie  du ty  o f the government to pro
tect these organizations against the 
vested in terests o f wealth. B u t 
when broadcasting, Coughlin adds 
th a t strikes and lockouts are abso
lu te ly  unnecessary, in d ica ting  tha t 
the “ pro tection”  he demands means 
a fo rm  of actual state contro l, in 
c lud ing  compulsory a rb itra tio n . 
Since his M ich igan state conven
tion, Coughlin has promised tha t 
his next step w i l l  be the organiza
tion  of the autom obile workers of 
the state. W ill they respond to his 
efforts? No doubt many o f them 
are taken in  by h is  high-pressure 
demagogy; bu t i t  is  not lik e ly  th a t 
they should desire any more gov
ernment “ pro tection”  fo r  th e ir  un
ions a fte r las t year’s sell-out exper 
ience. I f  the present s tr ik e  action 
o f the Toledo Chevrolet workers is 
an ind ica tion  o f the mood o f the 
o ther autom obile workers they can 
be expected to decline th a t k ind  of 
unionism.

Real Appeal is to Petty Bourgeoisie-
O therw ise the appeal o f leather 

Coughlin, the same as the appeal of 
Huey Long, is  addressed essentially 
to the low er m iddle class, to the 
sm all businessmen, the farm ers and 
the pe tty  bosses. A  good m any of 
those among them who in  fo rm er, 
times managed to save up fo r a 
ra in y  day and since saw the bank

crash, those who were h it  by bank 
foreclosures and liv e  in  the shadows 
o f economic insecurity  bu t know 
th a t w ea lth  is  available in  abund
ance, tu rn  once again to  the p o lit i
cal demagogue and harken to the 
glam or o f a m iddle class panacea. 
And in  F'ather Coughlin’s  po litica l 
organ ization many o f them un
doubtedly expect to find a haven. 
To make i t  a ttra c tive  fo r  them he 
announces th a t its  na tiona l council 
and its  state commmittees w i l l  be 
composed of appointed representa
tives o f w ha t he ca lls  various 
groups, such as labor, farm ers, vet
erans, sm all m anufacturers, youth 
and possibly ce rta in  specialized in 
dustries. O f course, th is  is the 
characteris tic  m iddle class approach 
o f defin ing interests by business 
groups and avoid ing any open ac
knowledgement o f class lines.

Among other outstanding points 
in  the Coughlin program  i t  is  w o rth  
no ting  th a t w h ile  na tiona l owner
ship— th a t is government ownership 
— is demanded fo r  banking, c red it 
and cu rre ncy ; power, lig h t, o i l and 
na tu ra l gas, together w ith  the “ God 
given”  na tu ra l resources, emphasis 
is placed on his- be lie f in  p riva te  
ownership o f a l l other property  and 
o f uphold ing the r ig h t to  p riva te  
p ro p e rty ; yet i t  is  to be contro lled 
fo r  the pub lic  good. W hat he is 
speaking o f in  th is  connection is not 
ju s t  personal property  such as 
homes, radios, cars o r toothbrushes, 
bu t p riva te  property in  the means 
o f production. B u t i t  is  th is  fo rm  
o f p riva te  prope rty  th a t Coughlin 
believes in  th a t secures fo r the own
ers thereof the r ig h t  to  exp lo ita tion  
o f labor. I t  secures fo r them the 
r ig h t o f acqu iring  pro fits  w h ich also 
carries w ith  i t  the power o f the sup
pression o f the labo ring  masses. In  
the same program  Coughlin de
clares fo r  the abo lition  o f tax  ex
empt bonds and fo r  the broadening 
o f the basis o f taxa tion  founded 
upon the ownership o f w ea lth  and 
the capacity to pay and together 
w ith  th a t i t  declares fo r  an a lle v i
a tion  o f taxa tion . H is  program  is 
qu ite  vague and con trad ic to ry  bu t 
th is  is precisely w ha t a llow s him  
to p lay  on the feelings and the 
emotions o f a ll classes.

Coughlin Explains His System
The p o lit ic a l padre expla ins the 

system th a t he is a im ing  fo r  as fo l
lows : “ I  -believe th a t the economic 
system o f tom orrow  w i l l  not be th a t 
type o f socialism w h ich  desires to 
nationalize no t on ly n a tu ra l resourc
es, bu t also a l l productive industry . 
Nor w i l l  i t  be capita lism  wedded to  
the theory o f p riva te  financialism  
and production fo r  a p ro fit. I t  w i l l  
be a new system based on the be
lie f  th a t w ealth  is not money, bu t 
th a t w ea lth  is  created by the union 
o f cap ita l and la b o r; and th a t th i/

w ealth  m ust be d is tribu ted , even 
through the in te rven tion  o f the gov
ernment, in  such a way tha t every 
laborer who cooperates in  produc
ing  th is  w ealth sha ll have th a t 
share o f i t  which w i l l  enable h im  
to enjoy, according to hi® m erits, 
the th ings wh ich we are capable o f 
g row ing and o f m anufactu ring  as 
a nation .”

Classes and Production
Yes, on ly  when labo r power is 

applied to cap ita l can the process 
o f production take lace; bu t th is  is 
not the union th a t Coughlin pre
sents i t  to be and cannot be such 
a union unless the social re la tions 
o f cap ita lism  are abolished and p ro
ductive in d u s try  socialized. The 
sum to ta l o f re la tions o f production 
constitutes the economic s truc tu re  
o f society. These re la tions are to 
day cap ita lis t re la tions, based on 
production fo r p ro fit and exp lo ita 
tion  o f labor. T h is  is the rea l 
foundation on w h ich rises the  legal 
and p o lit ic a l superstructure —  the 
foundation o f the government. Con
sequently a l l government in te rven
tion  fo r  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f w ealth  
under cap ita lism  has served on ly  to 
strengthen the system o f exp lo ita 
tion  and to protect the owners of 
w ealth against those who have 
none. The system of tom orrow, 
Coughlin says, w i l l  not be socialism, 
the government w h ich he proposes 
sha ll intervene w i l l  therefore not 
be a Soviet governm ent and to 
make h is stand more c lear he adds: 
“ I  eschew a l l rad ica lism .”  W ould 
a d is tr ibu tion  of w ea lth  enabling 
the laborer to enjoy the things 
which we produce as a nation be 
th inkab le  on any other basis? T h a t 
is excluded and th is  exposes the 
fraud u len t position from  w h ich the 
M achiavelian shepherd appeals fo r  
the support o f the w o rk ing  class.

I t  is  w e ll to  remember the  fa c t 
th a t ju s t as th is  resent stage o f de
velopment when the Am erican 
w o rk ing  class is  d isp lay ing  in  b r i l 
lia n t fashion its  rebellious na ture 
and m ilita n t qua lities in  pow erfu l 
strikes, Coughlin steps to the fore 
procla im ing th a t s trikes are abso
lu te ly  unnecessary and th a t the 
system to a im  fo r  is no t socialism. 
The d irection  o f his na tiona l p o lit 
ica l organ ization w i l l  be the oppo
site. I ts  actua l ro le  can therefore 
be none o ther than, under the cover 
o f the panacea® offered, to sidetrack 
the w o rk ing  class from  its  path to 
revo lu tion  w h ich  alone can guaran
tee a d is tr ib u tio n  o f w ea lth  th a t 
w i l l  enable the laborer to enjoy the 
th ings w h ich we produce as a na
tion.

B row nsv ille  headquarters re
opened a t 1776 P itk in  Ave., B rook
lyn, N. Y. Open Forum s every FYi- 
day n igh t, Socials every Saturday.

When a® w e ll in form ed and cau
tious an observer o f the labo r scene 
as Lou is S ta rk  o f the New Y ork  
T im es w rite s  th a t “ O rgan iza tion o f 
a bloc o f in d u s tr ia l unions in to  a 
separate na tiona l labo r federation 
. . . was regarded a® an eventual 
poss ib ility  in  labo r c irc les today,”  
we w i l l  do w e ll to lend a  second 
th o u g h t I t  has been obvious fo r 
some tim e th a t the in d u s tr ia l union 
issue was com ing to a  head and 
th a t the Federation faced a m a jo r 
cris is  in  its  solution. The shelving 
o f the campaign in  steel, the  w ar 
against the  brewery workers, the 
s p lit tin g  up o f the m eta l m iners’ 
ranks and the increasing d rive  
against the in d u s tr ia l s truc tu re  o f 
the Federal Labor Unions was 
bound to create deep seated revo lt. 

*  •  *

Progressive Lewis . . .
The question o f another labor 

Federation is a serious one. Does 
a rea l basis ex is t fo r  such a move? 
Louis S ta rk  sees the in it ia t iv e  Un
its  fo rm a tion  coming from  John L. 
Lew is o f the M ine W orkers in  con
ju nc tio n  w ith  the unions o f m etal 
m iners, brewery workers, c lo th in g  
and p r in t in g  tradesmen. Such a 
phalanx m ight, he believes, sw ing 
the new mass unions o f alum inum , 
rubber and auto workers in to  line  
behind it .

A  rea lis tic  exam ination o f the 
fac ts  lends l i t t le  hope th a t such a 
development lies close ahead. No 
progressive is  going to get unduly 
excited about the prospect of an in 
d u s tria l Federation of Labor head
ed by Lew is and B erry , as an im 
provement over Green and W o ll as 
leaders o f a c ra ft fo rm ation . N or 
are the various unions mentioned, 
w ith  the possible exception o f the 
m etal m iners and the brewery 
workers1, anxious to  leave the Fed
era tion  ranks. The astu te Sidney 
H illm a n  o f the Am algam ated C lo th
ing  W orkers has labored too hard 
and too long to  crash in to  the Fed 
eration. The influence o f the A. F. 
of L. has made h im  a key figure 
in  the N R A  m achinery and the r is k  
o f breaking w ith  the c ra f t  moguls 
would be too great. D ubinsky of 
the Ladies Garm ent W orkers can
not be distinguished from  any other 
member o f the Execu tive  Council. 
A t the la s t convention o f the A. F.

o f  L . he voted his 200,000 members 
in  favo r o f the infam ous m otion  
w h ich  is  smashing the B rew ery 
W orkers Union. B e rry  o f the P r in t
ing  Pressmen and H ow ard of the 
T ypograph ica l Union may be in  
favo r o f in d u s tr ia l un ion ism  fo r  the  
o ther fe llo w  b u t no such s il ly  pro
posals ever get to  f irs t base in  th e ir  
own in te rn a tio n a l conventions .

•  •  •

Fireworks . . .
There is  some fire  behind a l l  the 

smoke however. M ay i t  be the  w e ll 
known ambition® o f John L . Lew is 
w h ich  are invo lved here? F o r a 
number o f years i t  has been ru 
mored th a t Lew is w ants to s it in  
the seat w h ich  B i l l  Green warm s so 
g race fu lly  a t the present time. A t  
each Federation convention i t  has 
been denied by the M ine W orkers 
chief. B u t John L . protests too 
much to be convincing. And when 
the 1935 convention opens its  ses
sions a t A tla n tic  C ity  in  October we 
may see firew orks and an open 
ru p tu re  in  the ranks o f the o ffic ia l
dom. For w h ich  rad ica ls  w i l l  be 
g ra te fu l. “ Wihen thieves f a l l  out. . .”  

•  *  •

L u m b e r. . .
Some weeks ago we reported th a t 

the Brotherhood o f Carpenters and 
Joiners had been given ju r is d ic tio n  
over the 130 new ly organized locals 
o f loggers and tim ber workers. The 
suggestion was made th a t a t  least 
p a rt o f the m otive fo r such action  
was the  need to take care of g row 
ing s tr ike  sentim ent in  thè n o rth 
west camps.

Developments o f the past few  
days confirm  th is  view. M ay 6 had 
been set as the day fo r  a general 
s trike . Longshoremen had prom 
ised th e ir  support. On the day be
fore the w a lko u t Abe M u ir, vice- 
president, o f the Carpenters stated 
th a t a general s tr ik e  was u n lik e ly  
and th a t “ I  expect to see a number 
of closed m ills  reopen on Monday.”  
The closed m ills  were those shut 
down by advance s tr ik e  action o f 
the workers. La test news indicates 
th a t the s trike  movement is spread
ing  however, and th a t the sabotage 
o f the Carpenters’ officialdom may 
not be able to  check its  develop
ment. Over 12,000 are reported 
ou t as I  w rite . A  complete shu t
down w i l l  involve about 75,000 men.

S.Y.L. Regional 
C onfab  H e ld  
In  Youngstown

By M. SLAVIN
YOUNGSTOW N, A p r i l 28 .—  The 

Regional Conference o f the  S.Y.L. 
held here on A p r i l 27 and 2S bore 
witness to comrade Gould’s state
ment th a t the S.Y.L. is  fas t becom
in g  a mass youth organization.

Delegates from  Akron, New Cas 
tic , Columbus and Youngstown, re
ported on the progress made, the 
number o f members gained since 
the N ational Convention o f the S.Y. 
L., and the w ork  conducted among 
the young w orkers and students. 
State College, a new ly organized 
branch, reported th a t its  S.Y.L. led 
the Students S trike  on A p r i l 12, 
num bering some 1,500 students w ith  
comrade Shachtman speaking a t the 
mass meeting. The Columbus 
Branch pa rtic ipa ted in  the s tr ike  at 
Ohio State U n ive rs ity  where about 
1,000 students s truck  against w ar 
and fascism.

-The conference opened w ith  the 
report o f Nathan Gould, N a tiona l 
Secretary, on the g row th  o f the o r
ganization and its  achievements 
since the Convention. He pointed 
ou t th a t the S.Y.L. increased its  
membership 144%. organized new 
branches, established a function ing  
N. C. w h ich  issued and is  issuing 
b u lle tins  and ins tructions to  the 
local branches regu la rly , and in i t i 
ated the ca ll fo r  an in te rna tiona l 
you th  conference o f a l l  you th  sec
tions m oving tow ards a new youth 
in te rna tiona l, to  be held in  Paris 
sometime in  December.

The D is tr ic t repo rt followed. M. 
S lavin stated th a t tw o  new branch
es had been established (Columbus 
and State College), new members 
gained, among whom are young 
steel workers, and showed th a t good 
opportun ities ex is t to  bu ild  branch
es in  New Castle and A kron  in  the 
im m ediate fu tu re . He emphasized 
th a t help should be given to  Toledo 
and Cleveland where W .P. branches 
exist, bu t no youth w o rk  is being 
carried  on as yet. The fu tu re  w ork  
in  the d is tr ic t  was to  consist of 
consolidating the branches, organ

iz ing  new ones and establishing a 
function ing  d is tr ic t committee.

A  report by the P a rty  represent
ative, George Papcun, was next on 
the agenda. Comrade Papcun 
stressed the fa c t th a t the S.Y.L. 
should serve as a re c ru it in g  ground 
fo r  the W.P., th a t m ore a tten tion  be 
pa id by P a rty  members to the S.Y. 
L. and th a t comrades who are mem
bers o f bo th organization® should 
not become too involved in  P a rty  
w o rk  a t the  expense o f S.Y.L. ac
t iv ity .

The student report, given by com
rade B rody, fin ished the business 
o f the conference. In  the report i t  
was pointed out th a t since the S.Y. 
L. contains both w orkers and s tu 
dents a ttem pts should be made to  
coordinate the ac tiv ities  o f both 
sections.

The conference endorsed the N. 
C.’s stand opposing separate stu
dent organizations, and unanimous
ly  supported the  slogan “ Abolish the 
R.O.T.C.”  The fo llo w in g  were elec
ted to the  D is tr ic t  C om m ittee: M. 
E rns t o f State College, W atson o f 
Columbus, H aw ley  o f New Castle, 
A. Polak o f A kron, London and 
S lavin  o f Youngstown.

The conference adjourned w ith  
the sing ing o f the “ In te rn a tio n a l.”

HlllliaiHIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIQIIIIIIIIIIIIC

What to Attend
iiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiniaiiiHiiiiim

M ay 11, Saturday even.— Dance, 
enterta inm ent and games fo r  the 
benefit o f the Toledo s trike rs . G iven 
by the New Y o rk  D is tr ic t  member
sh ip  a t its  headquarters, 2 W . 15th 
St. Everybody inv ited . A l l  who can 
are urged to  b ring  chess sets. There 
w i l l  also be refreshm ents and 
d rinks. Adm ission 25c.

M ay 17, F rid ay  8:30 P.M,— Simon 
W illiam son w i l l  speak on “ The De
cline o f Am erican In d iv id u a lism ”  
a t 859 Westchester Ave. (near Pros
pect) B ronx.

M ay 17th, 8:30 P.M.— Geo. C larke 
w i l l  speak on “ Huey Long and Fa
the r Coughlin”  a t 420 E. 19th St., 
M annhattan. A us: B ranch 1, W .P.

Any worker desiring to get in  
tou(ti w ith J:he Akron Branch can 
do so by w riting to:

WORKERS PARTY of U. S. 
Box 221 

Akron, Ohio
%
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M A R C H  O F  E V E N T S
¡By JACK WEBERi

Imperial Jubilee . . .
I f  one can overcome the na tu ra l 

fee ling  o f nausea on reading the 
press accounts o f the  celebration of 
tw en ty-five  years o f parasitism  o f 
K in g  George, there are valuable 
p o lit ic a l lessons to be learned from  
such circuses. The B r it is h  m onar
chy is p a rt o f th a t vast parapher
na lia  o f E ng lish im peria lism  fo r 
hypno tiz ing  the w o rk ing  class. 
W ithou t such hypnotism, the p ro
le ta r ia t w ou ld  see through th e ir 
own eyes and not th rough those 
provided fo r  them by the  cap ita lis t 
ru lin g  class. The creation o f i l 
lusions is the function  o f a vast 
apparatus supported by the bour
geoisie : the bourgeois press, the 
schools, the church, the radio— and 
the monarchy. W ith  the aid  of 
these weapons B r it is h  im peria lism  
gives the impression to the w orker 
th a t he is pa rt o f a common c iv i l
ization, th a t he has a common fa 
therland, th a t there are higher 
th ings in  l i fe  than m ateria l class 
in terests and the class struggle. By 
means, fu rthe r, o f bourgeois1 demo
cracy com pletely contro lled and 
m anipulated by the ru lers, the 
w orker is hypnotized in to  believing 
th a t he a c tu a lly  has a share in  
w illin g  h is own slavery and exp lo it
ation.

Role o f Monarchy . . .
The bourgeoisie foster ca re fu lly  

the illu s io n  th a t the K in g  is a mere 
figurehead, th a t he reigns1 bu t does 
not rule. So long as the p ro le ta ria t 
rem ains acquiescent to bourgeois 
ru le , so long as there is no th rea t 
to  the power o f the cap ita lis t class, 
the m onarchy remains seemingly a 
mere feudal tra d itio n , qu ite  harm 
less w ith in  the fram ew ork  o f bour
geois democracy. In  re a lity  the 
ru lin g  class -is far-s ighted and in  
conducting the defense o f its  power 
against the possible a ttacks o f the 
w o rk ing  class the  cap ita lis ts  resort 
to  m il ita ry  s tra tegy: they bu ild  in 
advance second and th ird  line  
trenches to  wh ich to  re trea t in  case 
the firs t line  is taken. Thus i f  the 
w orkers begin to see through the 
heavy veils cast over re a lity  by the 
propagandists o f wage slavery, i f  
they begin to u tiliz e  bourgeois de 
mocracy to  change the system, then 
there is  always the House o f Lords 
upon which to  fa l l  back. I f  th a t is 
not enough, then there is f in a lly  the 
m onarchy w h ich  can be made in  
the ‘‘na tiona l emergency”  to assume, 
by the “ d iv ine  r ig h t o f cap ita lism ,”  
the prerogatives o f o u trig h t, reac
tio n a ry  d icta torsh ip . Under cap i

The ‘American Approach’
ta lism , in  short, the K in g  exists as 
a last resort fo r  the defeat o f the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . I t  is  fo r  
th a t reason, to have a social “ stab
iliz e r,”  th a t the tra d itio n  o f mon
archy is m aintained. Thus every 
so often the m onarchical sh ie ld  is 
exposed to published view, i t  is 
fu rb ished and polished so as to per
fo rm  respendently its  hypnotic func
tion . B u t behind th is  sh ie ld  can be 
telearly discerned the cold and ca l
cu la tin g  c rue lty  o f the bourgeoisie!

Labor Party . . -
I t  is no t on ly the d ire c t in s tru 

ments o f cap ita lis t power th a t serve 
to create illus ions among the w o rk 
ers. I t  is  also the re fo rm is t labor 
leaders who foster the v ic iously 
false idea th a t the K in g  stands not 
fo r  the ru lin g  class but fo r  the 
nation. Instead o f teaching tha t 
the K in g  may a t the proper tim e 
become a ll the elements o f state 
force and coercion epitomized and 
summed up, MacDonald and those 
o f his i lk  s t i l l  in  the Labor P arty  
offer th e ir allegiance to the K ing  
as the representative (chosen by 
whom?) o f the “ en tire  na tion .”  The 
be lly -c raw ling  sycophancy o f these 
re fo rm is t betrayers can arouse only 
the utm ost d isgust and loa th ing  of 
the w ork ing  class. The bourgeoisie 
w i l l  not le t th is  occasion, a célébra 
tion  o f th e ir  preservation as à ru l 
in g  class in  Europe, pass w ith o u t 
tak in g  fu l l  advantage o f the “ wave 
o f pa trio tism ”  evoked in  the m iddle 
classes to force a general election 
on the pa trio tism  and rearm am ent 
issues. The Jubilee w i l l  be u tilized  
to prepare fo r  war. P a rt o f the 
preparation fo r  w ar is the estab
lishm ent o f a conservative govern 
ment. Recent p o lit ic a l signs in  
E ngland have pointed to the “ dan
ger”  o f a new labor government 
com ing in to  power in  the nex t gen 
e ra l election. W ith  the he lp of 
MacDonald the bourgeoisie w i l l  do 
everyth ing in  th e ir  power to pre
vent such a “ catastrophe.”  The 
cap ita lis ts  may not fea r the present 
labor leaders; but they know tha t 
back of these fa lse  leaders stand 
the w o rk ing  masses, demanding de
cisive steps towards socialism. Let 
the masses once learn to the end 
the lesson th a t reform ism  is no th
in g  bu t a fo rm  o f betrayal, and 
they w i l l  qu ick ly  change th e ir  lead
ers fo r revo lu tion is ts  who can lead 
them to  v ic to ry  and who can show 
them how to defeat fascism tha t 
grows more and more as a th rea t 
to the workers.
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Adapting Marxism  
To the American 
Class Struggle

By A. J^MUSTE

The term  “ Am erican A pproach”  
has been often used b u t seldom 
ca re fu lly  analyzed. When a phrase 
is thus used, the inevitab le  resu lt 
is th a t d iffe rent people a ttach d if 
fe ren t meanings to i t .  In  ra is ing  
a discussion as to  the  rea l meaning 
o f the term  in  ,a recent a rtic le  
(M odern M onth ly, M arch  1935, “ For 
A n Am erican R evo lu tionary A p 
proach” ), Comrade Budenz has 
rendered a service. He states th a t 
his thoughts are set down “ fo r the 
consideration of honest-th ink ing 
rad ica ls.”  A  fu r th e r discussion of 
them here is1 consequently in  order.

The W orkers P a rty  of the U. S. 
has recognized in  the most au tho ri
ta tive  w ay open to i t  the im p o r
tance o f a re a lis tic  approach to  the 
revo lu tiona ry  task o f ove rth row ing  
cap ita lism  in  the U. S.— namely, by 
setting i t  down in  the  D eclara tion  
of P rincip les adopted by the P arty  
a t its  founding convention. Accord
ing to th a t Declara tion the p rim ary  
task o f the P arty  and of the Am er 
ican w o rk ing  class is “ the defeat 
of the enemy at home— the over
th row  o f the cap ita lis t government 
of the U. S.”  In  c a rry in g  ou t tha t 
task the P a rty  is pledged to “ use 
the revo lu tiona ry  po ten tia litie s  of 
Am erican tra d itio n  and h is to ry ”  
and to adapt its  strategy and tac 
tics to the concrete s itua tion  and 
the line-up of class forces in  the 
U. S.

Theory and Practice
Some of those who have advocat

ed the “ Am erican approach”  have 
counterposed it ,  e ither openly o r by 
inference, to the  M arx ian  and Len
in is t approach. Accord ing to them 
you have to  take one o r the- o th e r; 
you can’t  have both. T h is  is not 
the v iew po in t o f the W- P. The 
very same section of the D eclara
tion  of P rincip les to w h ich  I have 
ju s t referred states1 th a t “ The W. I ’, 
o f the U. Si. is  founded on the great 
princip les o f revo lu tiona ry  theory 
and practice stated by M arx  and 
Lenin and tested by the experience 
o f the class struggle on an in te r
national scale, above a ll in  the Rus 
sian Revolu tion of 1917.”  I t  is 
precisely these princip les th a t we 
propose to apply in  a fearless, rea l
is tic  fashion to the Am erican scene.

In proposing to do th a t we are 
ce rta in ly  not going counter to M arx 
and Lenin. Quite the contrary.
N e ither one o f them regarded th e ir 
theory as a “ dogma to be learned 
by heart and repeated mechanical 
l,v.”  Both emphasized the im por
tance of tak in g  in to  account the 
special h is to rica l, cu ltu ra l, p o lit i
cal, economic, technolog ical factors 
in  d iffe ren t countries.

The “ Am erican approach”  does 
not in  and o f its e lf g ive us a set of 
basic revo lu tiona ry  princip les. The 
term  its e lf  suggests th a t we ap
proach the Am erican scene w ith  
certa in princ ip les which we w ant to 
make effective there. We must 
make i t  clear, then, w hat these 
princip les are. A re  they the p rin  
ciples of M arx  and Lenin-—the con
ceptions of the class struggle, o f 
the state as the executive com m it
tee o f the ru lin g  class, of the nature 
of cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion  o f the 
workers, of the ro le  o f the w ork ing  
class in  modern society, o f the rev
o lu tionary  method, the character of 
the w orkers ’ state, etc. set fo rth  in 
our D eclara tion  o f P rincip les— or is 
another set of princip les being ad
vanced? I f  the la tte r, then we m ust 
have a c lear statem ent o f w hat the 
princip les are, before any ta lk  o f 
app ly ing  them in  the U. S. can 
mean anything.

Lenin’s Realistic Approach
I f  we are speaking o f a rea lis tic  

application of M a rx is t-Len in is t 
fundam entals to  Am erican condi
tions, then i t  is correct to speak not 
on ly o f an Am erican, bu t o f a 
French, B ritish , Chinese, etc. ap
proach, i.e., o f ta k in g  in to  account 
the special conditions w ith  which 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement is con 
fron ted  in  each country. And i t  is 
then im portan t a t th is  po in t to ob
serve th a t i t  was, Len in  who gave 
the w o rld  the supreme example to 
date o f th is  fearless, rea lis tic , yes 
experimental, reckoning w ith  theo
re tica l conditions in  a given coun
try  a t a given h is to rica l moment—  
which is not to  im p ly , as we shall 
have occasion to po in t out la ter, 
th a t Lenin had a n a tion a lis tic  ou t
look o r philosophy.

There runs through the a rtic le  of 
Comrade Budenz a “ contempt fo r 
theory”  expressed in  vigorous and 
picturesque language. “ Radical 
p a rro t-ta lk ”  o f the “ o ther-w orld ly  
breathren,”  “ the fu t i le  pyrotechnics 
of o ther-w orld ly  theoretics,”  and 
“ pon tifica l theorology w’hich is par
a lyz ing effective rad ica l action,”  
are excoriated. Precisely because 
some very vigorous head-thumping 
needs to be done, i t  is to  be regre t
ted tha t by the manner in  which 
these things' are said and by w hat 
is le ft  unsaid in  the a rtic le  in  ques
tion, the way is le ft  open fo r  very 
serious m isunderstanding.

How Advise the Youth?
Lack o f  revo lu tiona ry  theory in 

the s w ift ly  changing, complex mod
ern w o rld  is exactly the same as 
w ant of a compass in  mid-ocean.
Sha ll we advise our young workers 
and students not to  s tudy the h is 
to ry  of class struggles and the 
theory w h ich  is  based upon an an
alysis o f th a t h is to ry?  T e ll them 
th a t th is  is on ly a waste o f tim e? ‘ easy and b rie f popu larity , its  chance 
Fortunate ly , they w ould not take to  lead in  the cris is  th a t is  certa in

the advice i f  we d id  give it .  The 
a live  and in te llig e n t ones among 
them  are eager to  learn more of 
revo lu tionary theory. I  am to ld 
th a t one of the ablest of the young 
workers in  the fo rm er C.P.L.A. \vho 
w ould not and could not jo in  the 
Communist P arty , nevertheless1 fo r 
months secretly took every leafle t 
and statement th a t he dra fted to a 
C. P. acquaintance to make sure 
tha t i t  was “ correct from  a M a rx 
ian v iew po in t.”  T h a t was not an 
unsound in s tin c t by any m eans! 
Len in  who has the most colossal 
p ractica l achievements in  working- 
class h is to ry  to h is cred it was con
s tan tly  and pro found ly occupied 
w ith  theory. P ragm atica lly  and to 
say the least, i t  did not seem to 
affect adversely his p ra c tica l e ffi
ciency as a revo lu tio n is t!

There is even place fo r a certain 
d iv is ion o f labor in  the revo lu tion
ary  movement. The man who 
makes a con tribu tion  to theory or 
h is to ry, who can teach young w o rk 
ers, Who w rites  a revo lu tiona ry  
drama or battle-song, is not neces
sa rily  to be read out o f the P arty  
because he never organized any 
steel workers or “ educated”  a scab 
on a p icket line, any more than a 
p icket captain who carries out the 
tasks assigned him  by the P arty— 
is d isqualified fo r membership be
cause he cannot ca rry  on a dispu
ta tion  about Bonapartism  o r the 
permanent revo lu tion  w ith  one of 
the P a rty  in te llectuals.

The “Lunatic” Fringe
There are pests; various brands 

of pseudo-theoreticians, who m erit 
the severest condemnation of re 
sponsible revo lu tion is ts . One con
sists o f those who pa rtic ipa te  in 
the endless gab-fests in  corridors 
and cafeterias which are supposed 
to be profound theoretica l discus
sions; only they are carried  on by 
comrades who do not know  theor 
ies, on ly words and phrases—dis
cussions which w i l l  never con tribu te  
anyth ing to revo lu tionary theory, 
any more than church sewing-circle 
talk-sprees ever contribu ted to 
theology or certa in  Greenwich V il 
lage gatherings ever added anyth ing 
to the science o f b io logy or to l i te r 
a ry  c ritic ism . Theory is no substi
tu te  fo r  action and hum-drum prac
tica l w o rk ; much less is ta lk  such 
a substitute. We agree w ith  com
rades in  the Party , and w ith  M arx, 
Engels, and Lenin in  condemnation 
o f those who use M arx ian  w ritings  
as a r itu a l o r incanta tion , those 
who havq a pat, abstract, mechan
ica l fo rm u la  from  the books1 to 
apply to every s itua tion , and who 
led M a rx  to  excla im  th a t he was 
not a M arx is t. W e can share also 
the contempt o f some of our com 
rades fo r  those who regard them
selves as fu lly  qualified to po n tifi
ca te  on the most complex and fun 
damental problems of the w ork ing  
class movement on the other side 
o f the globe though they have never 
shown any capacity to con tribu te  
anyth ing ‘ to the solution of the 
simplest problem under th e ir  own 
noses. Most eagerly do we jo in  in 
p u ttin g  in  his place the upstart 
who has read a few  books and 
taken a few courses and who re 
gards i t  as his prerogative to look 
down from  O lym pian heights upon 
workers who have performed colos
sal tasks in  the actual class s trug 
gle. “ A c tiv is ts ”  who encounter th is  
species should not jum p  to the con
clusion, however, th a t “ theory is 
dangerous.”  I t  is a case o f youth 
or glands o r something like  that. 
Responsible “ theoreticians”  and re 
sponsible “ ac tiv is ts ”  are not ene
mies, not thin-skinned ind iv idua ls  
who cannot stand c r it ic is m ; they 
are comrades who have much to 
teach each other.

The American Pragmtatism
One other po in t may be touched 

in th is  connection. Americans, we 
are told, are not interested in 
theory. They are pragm atists, ex
perim ental ; they w ant action. Re
membering th a t there are excep
tions to a ll rules, and a good many 
to some, i t  seems to me th a t in  the 
m ain th is  po in t is a va lid  one. We 
have already pointed out th a t th is  
does* not a t a ll mean th a t the P arty  
can dispense w ith  theory or afford 
to  despise it. Precisely because we 
are dealing w ith  a w o rk ing  class 
which certa in ly  to date has not ac
quired a w ork ing  class philbsophy 
or “ world-v iew ,”  w h ich  is disposed 
to  w o rk  by ru le  of thumb, t r y  firs t 
th is  and then th a t way out, h a il 
Roosevelt today, Long o r Coughlin 
tom orrow— in  a period when the 
pace of development is exceedingly 
s w ift and the choice between Fas 
cism and the w o rk ing  class revo lu
tion  may have to  be faced very soon 
— the P a rty  must have a c lear con
ception of the forces a t w ork and 
the basic trends, m ust not dissipate 
its  energies1 and lose the confidence 
o f the masses by fa ll in g  prey to 
nostrums which w i l l  cure no il ls  
and from  w hich the masses w ill 
presently tu rn  away in  disgust, 
m ust not get bottled up in  a b lind  
alley. The P a rty  m ust be sure of 
itse lf, able to  endure opposition, 
even apparent iso la tion from  the 
masses, not barga in ing away fo r  an

cracy in  the trade  unions. A nd no
where can one find  people w ith  
greater a b ili ty  to  have th e ir  m inds 
changed fo r  them  in s ta n tly  and 
painlessly, to declare th a t black is 
w h ite  and vice versa at the behest 
of the boss, than in  the Am erican 
section of the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l.

Thus i t  is  essential fo r  these 
mass workers and leaders to  whom 
we have re ferred as im p o rtan t ele
ments fo r the P arty , to lea rn  in  
tu rn  the indispensable ro le  o f a 
d iscip lined, revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  in 
the strugg le o f the w o rk ing  class 
today and in  its  f ina l emancipation. 
They m ust lea rn  to w o rk  in  an o r
ganized way and to express the ir 
dissent, w h ich  often m ay be w e ll 
founded, in  an organized way, w ith  
in  the P arty . I f  they do not learn 
to w o rk  under the d isc ip line  or a t 
least influence o f the Party , they 
are e ither condemned to fu t i l i t y  in 
the end, or are draw n in to  the ranks 
or the service o f the trade union 
bureaucrats (som ething th a t has 
happened w ith  p len ty of them in 
the Am erican movement ) or worse 
s t i l l  go in to  the service of cap ita l
ists or even Fascists— as happened 
w ith  a number of prom ient Ita lia n  
syndicalists, e.g.

The Vanguard
Where is there today a mass 

movement o f workers, except the 
trade union movement w h ich  under 
its  present co llabora tion is t leader
sh ip  is ce rta in ly  not to  be regarded 
as a model to be copied, o r where 
is there a flou rish ing progressive 
movement in  the unions themselves, 
except where there is some p o lit 
ica l p a rty  or group to  g ive con tin 
u ity , perspective and drive? The 
P a rty  m ust express its e lf  in  mass 
organizations and mass w o rk ; but 
equally does the mass w o rk  depend 
fo r its  very life  upon the organ
ized, conscious, disciplined, revo lu 
tiona ry  vanguard.

I t  may not be amiss to fo llo w  
these comments on anarchism 
through a step fu rthe r. Anarchism  
is no solu tion fo r  the w o rk ing  class 
today. The job is to overthrow  
the h igh ly  organized cap ita lis t 
state and to construct a h ig h ly  o r
ganized socia list society, f o r  ei 
t lie r the destructive or the construc
t iv e  side o f the task anarchism  is 
helpless. O rganization, not anar
chy, is required. Le t ou r comrades 
ponder deeply the b r i l l ia n t  and 
devastating comment of T ro tsky 
a fte r po in ting  out tha t Prince K ro 
potkin, anarch ist leader, opposed 
the revo lu tion and became a Rus 
sian p a trio t in  1917: “ The p rinc
iples of libera lism  can have a real 
existence on ly in  conjunction w ith  
a police system. Anarchism  is an 
attem pt to cleanse libe ra lism  of the 
police. B u t ju s t as pure oxygen is 
impossible to breathe, so libera lism  
w ith o u t the po lice-princip le means 
the death o f society. Being a shad 
ow carica ture  o f libe ra lism , anar
chism as a whole has shared its 
fate.—-Like every sect w h ich founds 
its  teaching not upon the actua l 
development o f human society, but 
upon the reduction to absurd ity  of 
one o f its  features, anarchism  ex
plodes lik e  a soap-bubble a t tha t 
moment when the social con trad ic
tions a rrive  a t the po in t of w a r o r 
revo lu tion .”

to come. Len in ’s p a rty  too seemed 
hopelessly weak, poor, isolated from  
the stream  o f events as the year 
1917 opened. I t  w ou ld  actua lly  
have been worth less bu t fo r  its  dis
cip line, its  grounding in  theory, its 
m ilita n t use o f theory in  action.
Because i t  d id  not t r y  to w in  the 
masses by any cheap device, i t  ac 
tu a lly  won the masses as the ob
jec tive  s itua tion  developed to the 
c r is is  point.

Assimilating “Activists”
One th in g  th a t we m ig h t expect 

from  the Am erican emphasis on 
action and experim entation is a 
com paratively la rge number o f 
“ ac tiv is ts ”  in  the P a rty  and in  the 
rad ica l movement generally. The 
P arty  m ust welcome them, assim i
la te  them, learn how to u t iliz e  th e ir 
qua lities  to the utmost, make them 
feel th a t the P a rty  is the avenue 
fo r the expression o f th e ir  m ilita n t 
energies, educate them or i t  w i l l  
s im p ly  be sub jecting itse lf to a 
serious, i f  not fa ta l, handicap.
Thousands o f these m ilita n ts  hav( 
never been able to accept S. P. 
parliam entarism . They have tried  
the C.P. in  many cases and given i t  
up. Thousands more who have never 
been in  any w o rk ing  class pa rty  or 
group are coming along in  the new 
unions. F rom  the picket lines we 
must re c ru it the most in te lligent 
you ng . workers in to  the ranks of 
the P arty . We m ust w in, keep and 
develop in sp ir in g  leaders of mass 
struggles. They are hard to find 
and to replace i f  lost.

As a n a tu ra l outcome o f the 
country ’s pioneer experience and 
trad ition , movements o f revo lt in 
the U. S. and th e ir  leaders have 
had a s trong ly  anarch istic tinge.
Comrade Budenz correc tly  ca lls a t
ten tion  to  th is  fac t in  his artic le .
I t  is not w ith o u t significance tha t 
the heroes he mentions are Jeffer 
son, John Brow n, Thoreau, Wendell 
P h illips , and th a t he w rites w ith  
e lation o f being “ free from  tin  
leading s trings of any rad ica l M oth
er Church.”  Th is impatience of 
re s tra in t and leaning to d irec t ac
tion  is “ Am erican.”  (B o th  reac
tio n a ry  Am erican employers and 
conservative Am erican trade union 
ists exh ib it the tendency in  s trikes .)

The F a llacy  o f Ind iv id ua lism
Inso fa r as th is  tra d itio n  o f “ free

dom”  makes fo r resistance on the 
pa rt o f Am erican w orkers to bu 
reaucraey in  the economic o r p o lit
ica l movement and to mechanical 
dom ination o f the P a rty  by a 
bureaucratic In te rna tiona l, i t  is a 
useful and precious th ing . The 
troub le  w ith  the in d iv id u a lis t or 
anarch is t is th a t his revo lt does not 
express itse lf in  an organized way.
I t  takes the fo rm  o f in d iv id u a l pro
test, “ conscientious objection,”
“ c iv i l disobedience,”  pu ttin g  one
self on record, w ith d ra w a l from  
society as in  Thoreau’s case, a 
d ram atic  dem onstration in  John 
B row n’s case, etc. B u t th is  is fo r 
the most pa rt fu tile , and side by 
side w ith  i t  are found, consequent
ly, the most extreme reg im entation 
and conform ity. W itness the auto
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Question
Box

May 7, 1935
Dear Comrade E d ito r:

We would like  the use of your 
paper to express our thanks to 
those o f your readers who made 
possible our libe ra tion  from  a state 
prison sentence o f two to fou r 
years ; and compelled a reversal of 
the conviction in  Judge C orrigan’s 
court. The lo ya l support of a ll 
progressive trade unions and a ll o f 
the p o lit ic a l parties and groups in  
N. Y. resulted in  our present free
dom.

You probably remember th a t we 
were among the v ic tim s o f the hotel 
s trike  o f Jan.-Feb. 1934. The strike, 
although lost, succeeded in  closing 
the restaurants in  m id tow n and 
downtown hotels, and the heavy 
financia l loss suffered by the hotels 
brought a demand fo r  reprisals 
against the unions and we were the 
v ictim s who went to state prison.

From  prison we w rote the Pro
visional Committee fo r  N on-P arti
san Labor Defense and asked them 
to  raise the question of an appeal 
from  the sentence and a figh t fo r 
our freedom. The Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense raised the question 
of fo rm in g  the Robins-Gras Defense 
Committee w ith  every po litica l 
p a rty  and group ing in  N. Y. and 
a ll responded to the appeal. That 
is, a ll except the Communist Party. 
The H ote l and Restaurant Branch 
of the Am algamated Food Workers, 
which fe ll under leadership o f Com
m unist P a rty  “ leaders,”  w rote us 
in  prison th a t they had tr ie d  the ir 
best fo r  us bu t could not aid w ith  
anyth ing bu t th e ir  so lida rity . The 
membership of the union forced a 
change o f po licy and they fina lly  
jo ined the Robins-Gras Defense 
Committee.

The appeal was successful in  the 
Appelate D iv is ion, the judges were 
unanimous in  setting aside the ver
d ic t, and critic ized  the conduct of 
the t r ia l judge in  denying us a fa ir  
t r ia l.  We were freed from  prison 
a week la ter.

T h is  favorable resu lt was due to 
the loya l working-class support our 
Committee received and the re a lly  
splendid legal w o rk  o f Abraham

Abram ow itz  of the S oc ia lis t La w 
yers Association, and I rv in g  G lick- 
house, who volunteered th e ir legal 
services w ith o u t charge.

Since our release we not on ly  
have to face the b lack lis t o f the 
H ote l and Restaurant owners, but 
the leadership o f the union co-oper
ate (as good Communist P a rty  lead
ers) in  keeping us out of w o rk  and 
w ith  the unemployed. In  the fou r 
months since we are out o f ja i l  
ne ither of us has worked on a union 
jo b  more than one and a ha lf 
weeks. Gras 1ms been given six  
days’ w ork, and Robins was given 
a “ steady”  job  where he worked 
fo r  a week and a h a lf and closed 
out a t the tim e he had to go to court 
fo r re tr ia l.

We would like  to thank the 
W orkers I ’a rty  fo r its  invaluable 
aid.

F ra te rna lly ,
H. RO BINS 
A. GRAS

W O R K E R S
Protect Yourselves Against the 

Hazards of Life. Join the 
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH  
B EN E FIT FUND OF THE U.S.

1884-1935
Organized, managed by and fo r  

workers w ith  on ly one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and th e ir  fam ilies, and to  sup
po rt a l l endeavors and struggles 
fo r  the im provem ent o f toilers.

About 50,000 members organ
ized in  350 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord
ing  to  age a t entry. Sick Benefit 
paymests from  $360 to $900— to  
men and women, according to 
classes.

M on th ly  assessments from  45c 
to $2.20.

F o r fa r th e r in fo rm a tion  apply 
to M ain Office:
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.

=  By A. WEAVE 8 =

SAMUEL Z„ N. Y .—
Q uestion: Do you no t th in k  tha t 

here in  the U. S. the  fu r th e r  logical 
development o f the class struggle 
(s trikes, etc.) w i l l  lead to  a  spon
taneous overth row  o f cap ita lism , so 
th a t we should concentrate our en
t ire  e fforts in  the economic field 
(trade union, unemployed organiz
ations, etc.)?

Answ er: T h is  question raises the 
entire  problem o f “ spontaneity of 
the masses,”  w h ich  is by no means 
new to the revo lu tiona ry  movement. 
T h irty -th ree  years ago Lenin, in 
his pam phlet “ W hat Is To P>e 
Done,”  polemized against, the a d 
vocates of “ spontaneity,”  and we 
can th in k  of no better argument 
against th is  position than to quote 
from  h is w ritin g s  of th a t tim e : '. . . 
A ll those who ta lk  about ‘exagger
a ting  the im portance of ideology,’ 
about exaggerating the role of the 
conscious elements, etc., imagine 
tha t the pure and simple labor 
movement can work out an inde
pendent ideology fo r itse lf, i f  only 
the workers ‘take the ir fate out of 
the hands of the leaders.’ But in 
th is  they are pro found ly m istaken. 
To supplement w hat has been said 

., we sha ll quote the fo llow ing  
pro foundly true  and im portant u t
terances by K a r l Kau tsky. . . .

“  ‘Many . . . believe th a t M arx as 
serted th a t economic development 
and the class strugg le create, not 
only the conditions fo r Socialist 
production, but also, and directly , 
the CONSCIOUSNESS (K .K .’s ita l
ics) of its  necessity. . . In th is  
connection Socialist consciousness 
is represented as a necessary and 
d irect resu lt of the pro le ta rian  
class struggle. B u t th is  is abso
lu te ly  untrue. O f course, Social
ism, as a theory, has its  roots in 
modern economic re lationships in 
the same way as the class struggle 
o f the p ro le ta ria t has, and in the 
same way as the la tte r  emerges 
from  the struggle against the cap
ita lis t-created poverty and misery 
of the masses. B u t Socialism and 
the class struggle arise side by side 
and not one out of the o th e r : each 
arises out o f d iffe ren t premises. 
Modern Socia list consciousness can 
arise on ly  on the basis o f profound 
scientific  knowledge. Indeed, mod
ern economic science Is as much a 
condition fo r Socia list production 
as, say, modern technology, and the 
p ro le ta ria t can create ne ither the 
one nor the other, no m atte r how 
much i t  may desire to do so ; both 
arise out of the modern social pro
cess. The vehicles of science are 
not the p ro le ta ria t, bu t the HOUR 
GEOIS IN T E L L IG E N T S IA  (K . K .’s 
ita lic s ) . I t  was out o f the heads of 
members o f th is  s tra tum  th a t mod
ern Socialism orig inated, and i t  
was they who communicated i t  to 
the more in te lle c tua lly  developed 
pro le tarians who, in  th e ir  tu rn , in 
troduce i t  in to  the p ro le ta rian  clasB 
struggle where conditions a llow  
tha t to be done. Thus, Socialist 
consciousness is something in tro 
duced in to  the p ro le ta rian  class 
struggle from  w ith ou t (von Aussen 
H ineingetragenes), and not some 
th ing  th a t arose w ith in  i t  spontan
eously (u rw uehs ig ). . .’

“ Since there can be no ta lk  o f 
an Independent ideology being de
veloped by the masses of the w ork
ers In  the process o f th e ir  movement 
then the on ly choice is :  E ithe r 
bourgeois, or Socialist Ideology. 
There is no m iddle course ( fo r  hu
m an ity  has no t created a ‘th ird ’ 
Ideology, and, moreover, in  a so
c ie ty  to rn  by class antagonisms 
there can never be a non-class or 
above-class ideology). Hence, to 
b e litt le  Socia list ideology in  any 
way, to devia te from  i t  in  the 
slightest degree means -strengthen
ing bourgeois ideology. There is a 
lo t of ta lk  about spontaneity, but 
the spontaneous development of the 
labor movement leads to Its  becom 
ing subordinated to bourgeois ideol
ogy. . . .”

How fa r  can the labor movement 
develop w ith o u t the in troduction  
of M arx ian  consciousness? To 
th is  Lenin answered “ . . The his
to ry  o f a ll countries shows tha t 
the w o rk ing  class, exclusively by 
its  own efforts, is able to develop 
on ly trade union consciousness, i.e. 
i t  may itse lf realize the necessity 
fo r  com bining in unions, to figh t 
against the employers and to  s tr ive  
to compel the government to pass 
necessary labour leg is la tion, etc.”  
(A ll emphasis in  above quotations 
are in the o rig ina l.)

Lack o f space, w h ich  has requ ir
ed tha t we ex trac t on ly  im portan t 
parts from  Len in ’s w ork, does not 
pe rm it us to fu r th e r  develop th is  
very im portan t subject. However,, 
le t i t  suffice fo r  the moment to 
po in t out th a t about, 15 years ago 
the Ita lia n  p ro le ta ria t was brought, 
by the log ic o f the class struggle, 
to an actua l seizure of the facto
ries, but, beoause tihere was no 
M arxan consciousness, i.e., a strong 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  d id  not exist, 
the workers d id  not know  w hat 
to  do and M ussolin i now sits in  
the saddle.
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Shades of 1914
E u ro p e ’s la b o r in g  masses s ta n d  in  d a n g e r 

o f  a new h o lo cau s t th a t  p rom ises to  d w a r f  the  
w o rld  w a r o f  1914 -1918 . T u rb u le n t w a r p re 
p a ra t io n s  a re  g o in g  on beh ind  the  smoke-screen 
o f p ro p a g a n d a ; the  c o u n te r -p a r t ,  in  1935 , o f 
the  wave o f soc ia l-chauv in ism  w h ich  ushered in  
the  im p e r ia lis t s la u g h te r o f  1914.

Since th e  a rm is tice , some h u n d red  and  t h i r t y  
odd d ip lo m a tic  conferences have been held—  
each h a v in g  as its  a im  the  re d u c tio n  o f a rm a 
ments and the  estab lishm ent o f  “ g re a te r  g u a r 
antees o f  peace.”  T h e  ne t re s u lt o f  th is  d ip 
lo m a tic  m e r ry -g o -ro u n d : the  g re a te s t w a r te n 
s ion since J u ly  1914, the  b igges t peacetim e 
a rm am en t budgets the  w o r ld  has y e t seen.

A t  Genoa and L o c a rn o , some c re d ib il ity  
cou ld  s t i l l  be g iven to  the  illu s io n  o f  a “ peace
fu l ”  se ttlem ent o f c a p ita l is t  co n flic ts . U n d e r 
the im p a c t o f lo n g  years o f the  econom ic c ris is  
and the  p o l it ic a l upheavals i t  has engendered, 
the  whole conference system  has co llapsed. 
T h e  la te s t meetings o f  the statesm en, a t  S tresa 
and a t  Geneva, p roved  th a t  i t  is no lo n g e r pos
sible to  u p h o ld  the s ta tu s  quo estab lished b y  
the  Versa illes T re a ty  w ith o u t re s o r tin g  to  
d ire c t and open w a rfa re .

W h ile  F ra n ce  is m eeting  H i t le r ’s cha llenge 
m an fo r  man and g u n  fo r  gun , w h ile  E n g la n d  
jo cke ys  fo r  p o s itio n  w ith  its  t r a d it io n a l h y p o 
c r is y — the  masses in  every c o u n try  rem a in  
im bued w ith  the  s tro n g e s t sentim ents fo r  peace. 
I t  is th is  m ost im p o r ta n t fa c to r  th a t  creates 
the  sha rpes t d isco rd  in  the  m a r t ia l co n ce rt o f 
th e  im p e r ia lis t w a r m ongers.

l o r  the  w o rk in g  masses o f E u ro p e , the  
S ov ie t U n io n  has ever been id e n tified  w ith  the  
cause o f peace. F o r  re v o lu tio n is ts  i t  has been 
a x io m a tic  th a t  the peace e ffo rts  o f the  w o rke rs ’ 
fa th e r la n d  can be assured o f success o n ly  when 
accom panied by  the  m ost reso lu te  s tru g g le  fo r  
the  o v e rth ro w  o f the  c a p ita l is t  governm ents in  
o th e r coun tries . T h e  S ta lin is t  d ip lo m a ts , p u r 
su ing  a N a tio n a l-B o ls h e v ik  p o lic y , have been 
f in a lly  fo rced  to  re s t r ic t  the  s tru g g le  fo r  peace 
to  a m i l i ta r y  p a c t w ith  F re n ch  im p e ria lism . 
T h is  F ra n c o -S o v ie t p a c t, signed la s t week, the  
leaders o f the  C om m un is t In te rn a t io n a ] now 
tre a ch e ro u s ly  coun te r-pose  to  re v o lu t io n a ry  
s tru g g le . N o th in g  can be m ore  re a ssu rin g  to  
the  w o rr ie d  w ar-m ongers in  the  Q ua i D ’O rsa y , 
in  D o w n in g  S tre e t and in  every o th e r fo re ig n  
office.

*  *  *

M o b iliz a t io n  o f p u b lic  o p in io n , so th a t  w a r, 
i f  i t  comes, w il l  be accepted w ith  p a t r io t ic  re 
s ig n a tio n , i f  n o t w ith  en thus iasm ,”  w rite s  the  
s h a rp -w itte d  co rresponden t o f  th e  N ew  Y o rk  
Sun o p tim is t ic a lly , ‘‘ is now p ra c t ic a l ly  com 
p le te  th ro u g h o u t E u ro p e . T h e  la s t o rgan ized  
p ro p a g a n d a  agency a g a in s t w a r— the C om 
m u n is t p a r t y — has been silenced on o rde rs  fro m  
M oscow . . . . N o th in g  is le f t  o f  the  o ld  d read  
th a t  w a r w ou ld  be fo llow ed  in  m ost o f  E u ro p e  
b y  p o p u la r  re v o lt.”  ( M r .  W ill ia m  B ir d  in  the  
N ew Y o rk  Sun, A p r i l  1 4 .)

In  these a ll too  c le a r w ords, a re p resen ta tive  
o f  the bourgeo is press has summed u p  the  as
p ira t io n s  o f the  c a p ita l is t  g o ve rn m en ts ; the 
fu lf i l lm e n t o f w h ich  th e y  a w a it w ith  g re a te r 
s a tis fa c t io n  and m ore c e r ta in ty  each succeed

in g  d a y . I t  ca n n o t h e lp  b u t  a la rm  every  hon
est re v o lu tio n is t to  th e  seriousness o f  th e  s itu a 
tio n . F o r ,  w h ile  th e  “ m o b iliz a tio n  o f  p u b lic  
o p in io n ”  m a y  n o t be as com ple te  as th e  Sun ’ s 
co rresponden t believes, i t  is  p roceed ing  apace, 
w ith  the  d ire c t a id  o f  the  soc ia l de m o cra tic  
and  S ta lin is t  p a rtie s .

A  d e c la ra tio n  o f te n  W e s t E u ro p e a n  Com- 
».m unist p a rt ie s  com p le te ly  fa l ls  in  lin e  w ith  the  

F ra n c o -S o v ie t p a c t, and  stresses th ro u g h o u t 
o n ly  the  dan g e r o f  w a r  fro m  H i t le r ’ s G erm any. 
L ’H u m a n ite , c e n tra l o rg a n  o f  th e  C om m un is t 
P a r ty  o f  F ra n c e  e d ito r ia l urges s u p p o r t o f  the  
F ra n c o -S o v ie t p a c t a g a in s t the  T h ir d  R e ich , 
d ress ing  i t  u p  as the  1935 m odel o f  th e  B la c k  
Sea R e b e llio n  o f 1 9 1 9 ! B u t  even m ore  c h a r
a c te r is t ic  o f  th is  re v o lt in g  tu r n  fro m  re vo lu 
t io n a ry  s tru g g le  a g a in s t the  enemy a t  home 
to  c a p itu la t io n  be fo re  th e  w a r  p la n s  o f  the  
V e rsa illes  robbers is the  scandalous beh a v io r 
o f  the  F re n c h  “ U n ite d  F r o n t ”  in  the  C ham ber 
o f D e p u ties . W e  quo te  fro m  the  o ffic ia l re co rd  
o f M a rc h  1 5 :

‘ ‘M . L l j lO N  B L U M :  . . .  I  am  convinced, 
gentlem en, and  I  say i t  w e igh ing  m y  w ords , 
th a t  in  re p ly in g  to  aggress ion  b y  H it le r i te  
G e rm a n y , a l l  the  w o rke rs  o f th is  c o u n try  w il l  
rise  to  a m an to g e th e r w ith  a l l  o th e r F re n ch 
men (A p p la u s e  fro m  the  extrem e le f t  and  the 
le f t ,  in te r ru p t io n s  fro m  the  r ig h t ) .

“ I  say, gentlem en, a ll  the  w o rke rs , w ith o u t 
h a v in g  received in  th is  respect a n y  m andate  
fro m  m y  C om m un is t com rades who w il l,  no 
d o u b t, e x p la in  th e ir  own s ta n d  fro m  the  ros 
tru m  ( In te r r u p t io n s ) . ”

One expects the  soc ia l d e m o cra t, L e o n  B lu m , 
to  re p e a t h is s o c ia l-p a tr io t ic  p e rfo rm a n ce  o f 
1914 . B u t  he c la im s to  speak fo r  the  Com 
m un is ts  as w e ll, and he challenges them  to  re 
fu te  h im . H e re  is how  M a u r ic e  T h o re z , leader 
o f the  F re n ch  C om m un is t P a r ty ,  b o rn  in  th e  
s tru g g le  a g a in s t s o c ia l-p a tr io tis m , ‘ re fu tes  
B lu m , the  s o c ia l-p a tr io t.

“ M . M A U R IC E  T H O R E Z :  . . . One can 
o n ly  express one’ s in d ig n a tio n  a g a in s t the  
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  T ro ts k y is ts  and o th e r 
renegades fro m  Com m unism  who p resen t the  
F ra n c o -S o v ie t ra p p ro ach e m e n t as a b loc w hich 
m a y  lead to  w a r, w h ile  i t  is , unde r the  p resen t 
c ircum stances, an element o f peace, a b a r r ie r  
a g a in s t those im p e r ia lis t s ta tes in c lin e d  to  re 
s o r t to  fo rce  in  o rd e r to  p roceed to  a rev is ion  
o f the  Versa illes T r e a ty  (A p p la u s e  fro m  the  
extrem e C om m un is t le f t ) . ”

In s te a d  o f a t ta c k in g  B lu m ’ s o u t r ig h t  s tand  
fo r  n a tio n a l defense, the  S ta lin is t  leader seizes 
the  o p p o r tu n ity  o f a t ta c k in g  be fo re  the  p a r l ia 
m e n ta rians  o f  bourgeois F ra n ce , those who 
s tand  fo re m o s t in  the  s tru g g le  a g a in s t soc ia l- 
p a tr io t is m . H o w  l i t t le  rem oved is such m iser
able b e h a v io r fro m  the  ly n c h  inc item en ts  o f the  
ye llow  soc ia lis ts  a g a in s t the  b o ld  p roponen ts  
o f  th a t  u n co m p ro m is in g  s tru g g le  w hich was 
headed b y  K a r l  L ie b kn e ch t and  R osa L u xe m 
b u rg  in  1914?

*  *  *

I t  m us t be sa id  w ith o u t a n y  m in c in g  o f 
w o rd s : the  S ta lin is t  and  S o c ia lis t leaders a ie  
p la y in g  r ig h t  in to  the  hands o f the  w a r m ong
ers ! U n d e r the  c loak  o f  a sp u rio u s  defense o f 
the  S ov ie t U n io n , th e y  are p a r t ic ip a t in g  ac
t iv e ly  in  a “ m o b iliz a tio n  • o f p u b lic  o p in io n ”  
th a t  can serve no o th e r in te re s ts  th a n  those o f 
the  c a p ita l is t  governm ents.

T h e  re a l defense o f the  S ov ie t U n io n , to d a y  
as in  1917 , can be achieved in  o n ly  one w a y : 
I n  the  re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  f o r  the  ove r
th ro w  o f the  im p e r ia lis t governm ents.

T h e  w o rke rs  o f the  w o r ld  ca n n o t t r u s t  
F ra n c o -S o v ie t o r  S o v ie t-A m e rica n  p a c ts  as 
lo n g  as a t the  helm  o f the  governm ent in  
F ra n ce , o r  the  U n ite d  S ta tes , s ta n d  im p e r ia l
is t  robbers  who a re  re a d y  a t a n y  m om ent to  
b e tra y  the  confidence o f th e ir  S ov ie t a llies. 
T h e  best defense o f the  w o rke rs ’ fa th e r la n d  to -  
d a v  is to  sp read  fa r  and w ide am ong the  to i l 
in g  masses, c o u n te r-a c tin g  the  v iru s  o f S oc ia l 
D e m o c ra tic  and  S ta lin is t  chauv in ism , L ie b - 
kn e ch t’ s o ld  s lo g a n : T h e  E n e m y Is  I n  Y o u r  
Own C o u n try !  ________

Jobless Slugged at 
N.Y. Relief Bureau

NEW  Y O R K .—  The LaG uardia 
adm in is tra tion  in New Y ork is de
velop ing a new technique in  meet
ing  the m il ita n t demands o t spokes
men fo r  the organized unemployed. 
Demands fo r  re lie f are answered 
w ith  the fists and boots of h ired 
thugs.

Last F rida y  three members of the 
W orkers Unemployed U nion called 
to represent a fe llow  member in  his 
demand fo r re lie f a t the c ity  re lie f 
station, 97 E. Houston St. The 
committee consisted o f Is ido r H a r
rison, E d ith  Storm  and M orris  
Varon. They were successful in. 
w inn ing  th e ir  demands and when 
they came down from  the executive 
offices to a low er floor in  the re lie f 
bu ild ing  they were set upon by 
about ten h ired thugs who were 
“ lay ing ”  fo r  them.

H arrison  and Varon were beaten 
and kicked so severely th a t they 
required medical attention. Miss 
Storm was badly shaken up in  the 
fracas. H arrison  is a bro ther of 
Charles Yale H arrison , au thor of 
‘‘Generals D ie  in  Bed.”

The assault took place on c ity  
prope rty  w ith  the customary po
licem an conveniently missing. Two 
guards who com placently stood by 
w h ile  the thugs were slugging the 
workers a fte rw ards explained tha t 
“ i t  was a fte r fou r o’clock and we 
were off du ty .”

Uriah Heep? No, 
Abe Cahan!

We don’t  know whether Dickens 
is transla ted in to  Y iddish. B u t 
whether he is o r he isn ’t  Dickens 
has created a character by the 
name o f U ria h  Heap. Th is char
acter has become a byw ord stand
ing fo r everyth ing sneaky o r hypo
c ritica l. Perhaps the Jew ish mass
es do not employ the name U ria h  
Heap in designating anyone as a 
hypocrite. I t  is qu ite possible they 
use the name Ah Cahan— and w ith  
at least as much ju s tifica tion .

W rit in g  in  the F orw ard of A p r il 
7, M r. Cahan castigates w ith  pious 
unction the Day, a Jew ish da ily  
generally supporting the Demo
cra tic  Party . The cause fo r  th is  
a ttack is. the D ay ’s c ritic ism  of 
Hang’s anti-Soviet artic les.

Says M r. C ahan: “ The s trike  
(N a tiona l B iscu it Co.) is  now at 
its  he ight and the Day publishes 
the company’s advertisements regu
la r ly . The Forw ard, na tu ra lly , 
(get tha t, n a tu ra lly !)  does not ac
cept such advertisements.”  W hat 
vu lgar hypocrisy. In  the May 5 
issue o f the same Forw ard, edited 
by the same M r. U riah— beg pa r
don— M r. Cahan there is  a quarter 
page advertisement from  the Gen
era l M otors Co. advertis ing  the la t
est model Chevrolet cars. “ A t  the 
he ight o f the s trike ,”  too. Need any 
more be said?

Federal Judge Sees 
Doom of Capitalism

When a Federal judge recognizes 
the poss ib ility  of the masses m aking 
mince meat out of cap ita lism  i t  is 
a signal th a t th ings are going to 
happen.

John C. Knox, the dean of the 
U n ited States C irc u it Court, ex
claimed before the H a rva rd  A lu m 
n i Association th a t i f  B ig  Business 
continues its  “ insane po licy o f a t
tem pting to b u lly  the nation in to  
submission te  its  w i l l , ”  I t  may ex 
pect to hear a la rge p a rt of the 
population sav ing : “ To hell w ith  
capita lism  and a ll its  defenders!”

,v.nd he says “ . . . thousands upon 
thousands o f people who once had 
property  and have i t  no more are 
not w illin g  fu r th e r to fight, bleed 
and die fo r  the cap ita lis tic  system.”

Who w i l l  say th a t th is  senile dog- 
eat-dog system is not in  a bad way 
when a custodian of p riva te  proper 
ty  in the person of a Federal judge 
takes fr ig h t  th a t the scissor-bills 
m igh t refuse to get his be lly  ripped 
open fo r  A ndy M ellon ’s m illions. 
A  sad situa tion , indeed!

“ Thank God,”  sighs the judge, 
“ these people, o f whom there are 
20,000,000 o r more have not become 
desperate, and I  p ray th a t they w i l l  
not become so. B u t th is  much is 
certain— th e ir m inds have become 
fa llo w  fo r  the p lan ting  o f danger
ous doctrines.”

“The Shrine of the L ittle  Flow er”

War and the Franco-Soviet Pact Rebuild Dental 
W orkers Union(C o n tin u e d  fro m  Page 1 )

is in  o u r  own c o u n t r y ! W e re je c t the  treache rous  fo rm u la  
o f  “ pe a ce fu l”  im p e ria lis ts  on the  one side and “ agg resso rs”  
on the  o tjje r . N o  tru c e  in  the  class s tru g g le , no m o d e ra tion  
o f  th e  class s tru g g le  fo r  a s ing le  d a y ! T h e  answer to  im p e r
ia l is t  w a r is the  w o rke rs ’ re v o lu tio n !

B u t  w h a t a b o u t the defense o f the S ov ie t U n io n ?  c ry  the 
vena l lackeys o f the  Sovie t fo re ig n  office who w il l  tu r n  in to  
soc ia l p a tr io ts  o ve rn ig h t. W e  answ er: A n  im p e r ia lis t pow er 
w il l  never “ defend”  the  S ov ie t U n io n ;  i ts  agreem ent to  do so 
is treache rous  th ro u g h  and th ro u g h ; in  the  lo g ic  o f the  class 
s tru g g le  i t  canno t be otherw ise. T h e  o n ly  w ay  fo r  the  w o rk  
ers in  a c a p ita l is t  c o u n try  to  defend the  S ov ie t U n io n  is to  
defend themselves a g a in s t the  im p e ria lis ts  a t  home.

T h a t  means to  f ig h t the  w a r, to  s tru g g le  fro m  the  f ir s t  
d a y  to  o v e rth ro w  the  c a p ita lis ts  and estab lish  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
w o rke rs ’ governm ent w h ich  w ou ld  make a lo y a l a lliance  w ith  
the  S o v ie t U n io n  and, to g e th e r w ith  i t ,  c a r r y  on th e  w a r 
a g a in s t the  c a p ita l is t  na tions . W oe to  the  F re n ch  and A m e r
ica n  w o rke rs , woe to  the  la b o r m ovem ent o f the  w hole w o rld , 
i f  these sim ple p recep ts  o f Le n in ism  are fo rg o tte n .

C an th e  Second In te rn a t io n a l and  the  C o m in te rn  be de
pended on  to  a rm  and p re p a re  the  w o rke rs  f o r  th is  ir re c o n c il
able a tt itu d e  to w a rd  th e ir  own im p e ria lis ts  in  a w a r in v o lv in g  
the  S ov ie t U n io n ?  B y  no means.

T h e  soc ia l p a t r io t ic  p o s it io n  o f the  S o c ia l D e m o cra ts  in  
the  ‘‘d e m o c ra tic ”  coun tries  is p rede te rm ined . T h e y  a re  a l
re a d y  ta k in g  re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  the  gove rnm en t in  one “ demo
c ra t ic ”  c a p ita l is t  c o u n try  a f te r  a n o the r. T h e  soc ia l demo
c ra ts  o f  a l l  coun tries  w il l  be re a d y  to  shou lde r a rm s, o r  m ore 
c o rre c t ly , to  c a ll the w orke rs  to  shou lder a rm s, th e  m om ent 
the  c a p ita l is t  “ F a th e r la n d ”  is “ a tta c k e d .”

T h e  p o lic y  o f S ov ie t d ip lo m a c y , w h ich  has lo n g  since sub
s t itu te d  a re liance  on p a c ts  w ith  c a p ita l is t  pow ers fo r  the  
lin e  o f  p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m , and the  servile  acquies
cence o f  the  C o m in te rn  in  th is  ro t te n  p o lic y , lead s tr a ig h t  to  
the  same conclus ion .

T h e  tru m p e t o f  u n c r it ic a l a p p ro v a l w ith  w h ich  the  jo u r 
n a lis ts  o f th e  S ta lin is t  press g re e t the  m i l i ta r y  agreem ent 
between the  S ov ie t U n io n  and c a p ita l is t  F ra n ce  and  th e ir  a t 
te m p t, w ith  u t te r  cyn ic ism , to  pass i t  o ff as a re v o lu tio n a ry  
v ic to ry ,  sound the  w a rn in g  a g a in  in  c le a re r, lo u d e r tones.

On the  basis o f  the  re a c t io n a ry  th e o ry  o f “ soc ia lism  in  
one c o u n try ”  and unde r the  s logan o f ‘ ‘D e fend  the  S ov ie t 
U n io n ”  the  S ta lin is ts  are  p re p a r in g  a new socia l p a t r io t ic  
b e tra y a l.

T h e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f the re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  a g a in s t 
the  com ing  w a r depends e n tire ly  on the  success o f th e  move
m ent to  lib e ra te  the  p ro le ta r ia n  va n g u a rd  fro m  the  influence 
o f S ta lin ism  as w ell as S oc ia l D em ocracy .

T h e  s lig h te s t ta in t  o f n a tio n a lis m  is fa ta l  in  the  face o f 
w a r. Those  w ho, fo r  any  reason w ha teve r, d a lly  w ith  the 
idea o f a tru c e  w ith  the  class enemy a t home are c e rta in  to  
la n d  in  the  cam p o f the  jin g o e s  when the  re a l te s t comes. 
W ith o u t  a th o ro u g h -g o in g  in te rn a t io n a lis t o u tlo o k  a consis
te n t o p p o s it io n  to  im p e r ia lis t w a r is im possib le . A n d  the  f irs t  
d u ty  o f the  tru e  in te rn a tio n a lis ts  is to  j in f u r l  th e ir  banner 
and o rgan ize  th e ir  forces on an in te rn a t io n a l scale, however 
few th e ir  num bers m ay be a t  the beg inn ing . These are the 
g re a t lessons o f experience w r it te n  in  b lood  and fire  in  the 
la s t im p e r ia lis t w o rld  w a r.

Those who have d ra w n  the  conclusions fro m  the  a c tu a l 
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  in  the in te rn a t io n a l la b o r movem ent have p ro 
cla im ed the  necessity o f a new In te rn a t io n a l,  as L e n in  d id  in  
1914. S w im m ing  a g a in s t the  c u rre n t, a g a in s t unprecedented 
d ifficu ltie s  and com p lex ities , a g a in s t s lander and p o v e rty  o f 
resources— in  sp ite  o f a ll the  advocates o f the  F o u r th  In te r 
n a tio n a l increase in  s tre n g th  and num bers. T h e y , and th e y  
a lone, are  the  rea l in h e r ito rs  o f the  g re a t t r a d it io n  o f L ie b 
knech t and L e n in . T h e y  are the  hera lds o f the re v o lu t io n a ry  
s tru g g le  a g a in s t w a r p rec ise ly  because th e y  a re  the  c a rr ie rs  
o f  the  o n ly  idea w h ich  can a rm  the  w o rke rs  fo r  th is  s tru g g le . 
Speed the  d a y  when the re v o lu t io n a ry  in te rn a t io n a lis ts  o f  a ll 
co u n tr ie s  w il l  estab lish  firm e r re la tio n s  am ong themselves and 
proceed w ith  p ra c t ic a l,  concre te  steps to w a rd  th e  a c tu a l 
fo rm a tio n  o f the  F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l!

N E W  YO RK.— The fo u r and a 
h a lf week s tr ike  of the dental me
chanics is over. The s tr ike  was 
forced upon the union by the stub
born re fusa l o f the  labo ra to ry  
owners to g rant the “ closed shop.”  
Th is was made clear in  the course 
of negotiations when law yer G or
don, th e ir  representative, in form ed 
the representatives o f  the “ E q u ity " 
th a t they were w ill in g  to  discuss 
wages and hours bu t th a t the 
“ closed shop”  was ou t o f the ques
tion .

Conditions o f the mechanics have 
declined system atica lly under the 
increasing in tro du c tion  o f layoffs. 
In  view  of th is , the un ion had to 
demand h igher wages and shorter 
hours. The employers rep lied w ith  
a vicious a ttack  on the whole ques
tion  o f unionism  in  the trade. The;- 
resorted to  threats, bribes, h ir in g  
o f scabs and gangsters to protect 
them in  the course o f the strike .

B u t a l l  o f these tactics would 
have availed them  no th ing i f  there 
had not been a serious weakness in  
the ranks themselves. M any o f the 
members, new to union organiza
tion, and a type o f w o rke r who s it 
next to  the boss, became a fra id  of 
the strugg le  ahead and q u it in  the 
early  days o f the strike.

The dental mechanic was ju s t 
lea rn ing  how to figh t. W ith  the 
re tu rn  o f B ro th e r Capelis from  an 
organ ization t r ip  to  Boston to  p re 
vent New Y o rk  s tr ik e  w o rk  from  
being done there, m il ita n t tactics 
began a t the beginning o f the th ird  
week o f the s trike . In  sp ite  o f a 
te rr ib ly  depleted treasury, a mag
n ificent d rive  was p u t on th a t 
roused the membership and c lim 
axed in  a figh ting  mass p icket line  
a t the very doors o f one o f the 
la rgest shops in  the M etropo litan  
area. T h is  and o ther inc idents have 
given the dental mechanic a rea l
iza tion  th a t the rea l force th a t can 
w in  strikes is  nobody bu t him self. 
T h is  lesson w i l l  no t so qu ick ly  be 
forgotten.

A pproxim ate ly  200 men a re  w o rk 
ing  in  signed shops and a fine 
nucleus o f rea l scrappers went back 
to open shops determ ined to carry  
on and prepare anew.

The dental mechanics have been 
away from  the rest o f organized 
labor long enough to realize th a t 
rhey made a serious e rro r in  not 
before a ffilia tin g  to  the largest 
body o f organized labor. On the 
m atter o f m ora l and financ ia l aid 
alone i t  would have been of enor
mous value fo r  them  to have be
longed to  the Am erican Federation 
o f Labor. T h a t step m ust be taken 
n o w ! One na tiona l union in  the 
indus try  is the b ig  question before 
us.

New Militants and New Interna
tionals can be purchased a t: 

NEWS EXCHANGE  
29 So. Main Street, Akron 
CONFECTIONERY STORE 

1 West Market Street, Akron

p a u l  LurrraciER, m .d . 
D A N IE L LUTTIN G EB , MJD.

$ muUtaCtoa Sqnare North

1 -2  and 0 -8  Except Sundays 
and Holidays

May First Sees 
United Front in  

Many Cities
Chicago

CHICAGO, M ay 1.— Several thou
sand workers braved the cold and 
the ra in  to  celebrate M ay D ay in  a 
dem onstration called by the Chi
cago Labor M ay D ay Conference. 
The line  o f m arch s tre tch ing fo r  a 
distance o f fou r c ity  blocks, 
marched a distance o f a m ile  and 
a h a lf from  the c ity ’s W est Side to 
U n ion Park, the scene o f the Hay- 
m arke t r io t.

Headed by the Socia lis t red 
guard, ca rry ing  ten la rge  red flags, 
the files included such organizations 
as the Socialist P a rty , the Cap 
M akers Unions, the Leathergoods 
W orkers Union, the W orkers P arty , 
the Spartacus Youth League,, the 
Young Peoples Socia list League, 
the W orkm en’s C ircle, the W orkers 
Committee on Unemployment and 
many others.

The parade presented a co lo rfu l 
p ic tu re  o f flags; banners and slo
gans. The W orke rs  P a rty  f ile  was 
headed by a la rge red banner w ith  
the w h ite  fe lt  le tte rs  in sc ribe d : 
W orkers P a rty  o f the U n ited States, 
Local Chicago. The P a rty  and the 
Spartacus Y outh  League carried a 
number o f posters con ta in ing  the 
slogans o f the W.P.

In  the pa rk  an open a ir  mass 
meeting was held in  spite o f a d r iv 
in g  ra in . Speakers fo r  the trade 
union movement, the unemployed 
and the p o lit ic a l parties spoke. 
Greetings were given by Spartacus 
Youth League, th rough  its  repre
sentative A1 Garber. The W orkers 
P a rty  was represented on the 
speakers stand by A lb e rt Glotzer, 
who proclaim ed the need fo r the 
new revo lu tiona ry  In ternationa l, 
the 4 th  In te rn a tio n a l

Kansas City
By JEFFERSON BALL

KANSAS C ITY , Mo., M ay 1.— In  
the most im posing dem onstration o f 
labor so lida rity  seen here in  recent 
times, more than 600 workers ga th 
ered a t Crusaders Temple, under 
the auspices o f the Kansas C ity  
Group Conference, to celebrate M ay 
Day and to express th e ir  determ 
ined opposition to the w a r plans of 
the Roosevelt s ta rva tion  govern
ment.

Representatives o f a number of 
w o rk ing  class groups, in c lud in g  the 
W orkers P arty , spoke, exposing the 
reactionary base of the present ad
m in is tra tion , and how any solu tion 
the cap ita lis t government would a t
tem pt to find  could on ly mean in 
creased m isery and degradation fo r  
the masses. The plea fo r  a f ig h t
in g  un ited fro n t against the Roose
ve lt w a r preparations and fo r  an 
im proved standard o f l iv in g  and 
the 30 hour week m et w ith  an en
thus iastic  response from  the a u d i
ence.

As was to  be expected, reaction
a ry  elements were a t hand, attem pt
ing  f irs t to  prevent the meeting, and 
to in tim id a te  the speakers, w a rn ing  
th a t any “ rad ica l ta lk ”  would b rin g  
the w ra th  o f the au tho rities  down 
on th e ir  heads. The speakers in 
d ig n a n tly  refused to subm it to  th is  
h u m ilia tin g  condition and proceed
ed to speak exactly as they had in 
tended. Consequently, a t the con
clusion o f the  meeting, police ent
ered and arrested three o f the speak
ers, inc lud ing  a Negro w orker from  
St. Louis who especially incurred 
the rage o f the  reactionary  hooli
gans by h is  m il ita n t  and courageous 
stand. P lans are being la id  to  de
fend the im prisoned workers.

In  spite o f the police te rro rism , 
the M ay Day ra l ly  can be regarded 
as being exceedingly successful, 
considering the obstacles tha t stood 
in  the path o f its  achievement. T h is  
success was due to  the combined e f
fo rts  o f many labo r organizations, 
a l l cooperating in  an honest un ited  
fro n t movement w h ich  included the 
W orkers P a rty , the  Communist 
P a rty , Socia list P arty , A m erican 
W orkers Un ion (unem ployed) and 
various other w o rk ing  class groups.

W orkers P a rty  members played 
an im p o rtan t ro le  in  the  prepara
tion  and conduct o f the meeting. 
They established themselves as a 
genuinely constructive force. Copies 
of the New M il ita n t  and the May 
Day M anifesto o f the W orkers 
P a rty  were w ide ly  d is tribu ted  and 
met w ith  much in te rest and a great 
deal o f approval from  the assem
bled workers.

New Castle
By FRED RAYBURN

NEW  CASTLE, Pa., M ay 1.— Over 
800 workers listened to addresses 
delivered by George Papcun o f the 
W orkers P a rty  and Djick H a rr in g 
ton, cha irm an of the N a tiona l U n
employed Councils, a t the May Day 
celebration sponsored by the Coop
erative .Workers of America, a local 
unemployed organization.

A t the conclusion of the meeting 
comrade Papcun was inv ited  to stay 
over and adddress several locals o f 
the C.W.A. On Wednesday evening 
he spoke before a mass meeting of 
locals 3 and 4 and was favo rab ly  
received. On Thursday, F rid a y  and 
Sunday he is booked to address 
other locals o f th is  organization. 
H is  ta lks, so fa r, on the decay of 
cap ita lism  and the need o f workers’ 
organ ization have m et w ith  favor
able response.


