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Toledo A u to  Progressives Organize
Applying the “M erit Clause”

A l l  the  fo rces o f th e  G enera l M o to rs  C o r
p o ra t io n , the  resources o f the  U . S, D e p a r t
m ent o f L a b o r ’s ace “ tro u b le  shoo te r,”  E d 
w a rd  F . M c G ra d y , a b a rra g e  fro m  the  T o ledo  
newspapers th re a te n in g  a p e rm anen t sh u t
down o f the  C hevro le t tra n sm iss io n  p la n t,  and 
unbe lievab ly  d i r t y  t r ic k e r y  and b razen te r r o r 
iz a tio n  on the  p a r t  o f  F ra n c is  J .  D il lo n , re p 
resen ta tive  o f the  A m e rica n  F e d e ra tio n  o f 
L a b o r b u re a u c ra cy , were needed M o n d a y  n ig h t 
to  b row -bea t and t r ic k  the  T o le d o  C hevro le t 
s tr ik e rs  in to  v o tin g  acceptance o f com prom ise 
p roposa ls . R e je c t io n , advocated b y  the  la rg e  
g ro u p  o f m ili ta n ts  am ong the s tr ik e rs  in  close 
touch  w ith  the  W o rk e rs  P a r ty  b ra n ch , w ou ld  
have m eant in  a ll p ro b a b ili ty  a n a tio n -w id e  
s tr ik e  a g a in s t G enera l M o to rs , one o f the  m ost 
te r r i f ic  b a ttle s  in  the  h is to ry  o f  class s tru g g le  
in  the U . S., since the  outcom e w ou ld  de term ine 
the  whole issue o f un ion ism  in  the  basic in d u s
tr ie s . W h ile  a th o ro u g h  a n a lys is  o f  the  d ra m 
a tic  o n s la u g h t o f  the  T o le d o  va n g u a rd  upon 
the  c ita d e l o f open -shoppery  m us t w a it , i t  is 
a lre a d y  possib le to  d ra w  the  m a in  conclusions. 
I t  is essentia l th a t  a l l  p a r t y  com rades and p r o 
gressive w o rke rs  un d e rs ta n d  the  conclusions in  
o rd e r t h a t . th e y  m a y  be b y  so m uch b e tte r 
equ ipped fo r  the  b a ttle s  to  come.

1. W hen  accoun t is taken  on the  one hand 
o f  the  fo rces w ith  w h ich  we had to  w o rk  and 
on the  o th e r hand o f those a rra y e d  a g a in s t us, 
we can sa fe ly  assert th a t  the T o ledo  m ilita n ts  
m et the  challenge presented to  them  and th a t  
the  T o ledo  s tr ik e rs  p u t  up  a m a g n ifice n t b a tt le . 
W ill ia m  Green had the s tr ik e  votes o f the  F ed 
e ra l a u to  unions in  his pocke t. N o t o n ly , how 
ever, d id  he n o t c a ll a s tr ik e  b u t he and his 
rep resenta tives d id  e ve ry th in g  in  th e ir  pow er 
to  p re ve n t i t  fro m  sp re a d in g  and to  tone down 
its  m ilita n c y . T he  C hevro le t w o rke rs  had 
jo in e d  the u n ion  o n ly  a few days be fore  the  
s tr ik e  broke . V e ry  few am ong them  had had 
p rev ious  un ion  experience. Y e t th e y  sh u t down 
the  C hevro le t p la n t. T h e y  tie d  up  C hevro le t 
p ro d u c t io n  th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try  fo r  th ree  
weeks. T h e y  b ro u g h t 130,000 w orkers  o u t w ith  
them . T h e y  m easu rab ly  c u t dow n p ro d u c tio n  
o f the  steel and glass c o rp o ra tio n s . G enera l 
M o to rs  said i t  w ou ld  n o t co n fe r w ith  them  u n t i l  
th e y  w ent back to  w o rk . G enera l M o to rs  was 
fo rced  to  change its  m ind . I t  had to  n e g o tia te  
w ith  the  S tr ik e  C om m ittee  and g ra n t a d d it io n a l 
concessions.

N o t o n ly  was a g re a t au tom ob ile  c o rp o ra 
t io n  shaken, b u t a m ore open and m ore n e a rly  
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Expel Allentown Professor for 
Activity in Labor Movement

WAR
and the 

Stalin-Laval 
Communique
B y  J A M E S  P . C A N N O N
M o re  po isoned f r u i t  fro m  the 

re a c t io n a ry  th e o ry  o f “ soc ia l
ism  in  one c o u n try .”

A n o th e r  d e a d ly  b low  a t  the  
in te rn a t io n a l w o rk in g  class 
movement.

A  new step  in  p re p a ra t io n  
fo r  a n o th e r s o c ia l-p a tr io t ic  be
t r a y a l.

In  the  jo in t  com m unique is 
sued in  M oscow  on M a y  15 in  
the  names o f  S ta lin , M o lo to v  
and  L i tv in o v  f o r  the  S ov ie t 
U n io n , and L a v a l,  the  F o re ig n  
M in is te r  o f Im p e r ia lis t  F ra n ce , 
th e  S ta lin is t  b e tra y a l o f  p ro le 
ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  stands 
o u t in  fu l le r  measure th a n  ever 
be fore . F o r  a lo n g  tim e  i t  has 
been c le a r to  re v o lu t io n a ry  in 
te rn a tio n a lis ts  th a t  the  course 
o f  S ta lin  was based on a re 
n u n c ia t io n  o f  the  in te rn a t io n a l 
re v o lu tio n  and cou ld  o n ly  lead 
to  the  d is o r ie n ta tio n  o f the 
w o rke rs  in  the  s tru g g le  a g a in s t 
th e ir  own e x p lo ite rs . N o w  i t  is 
w r it te n  dow n, b la c k  on w rite .

T h e  fa ta l  leadersh ip  o f  S ta l
in  was never so c le a r ly  revealed 
as in  th is  in fam ous com m unique. 
I t  is a w a rn in g  s ig n a l to  the 
w o rk e rs ’ v a n g u a rd  o f the  whole 
w o rld  to  fre e  i ts e lf  com p le te ly  
fro m  the  in fluence  o f the  S ta l
in is t  b u re a u c ra c y  be fo re  i t  
leads them  to  c a ta s tro p h e  on 
a n o th e r “ F o u r th  o f A u g u s t.”

R ead th is  p a ra g ra p h  in  the 
jo in t  com m unique, as pub lished 
m  the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es, M a y  
1 6 : J

“ A bove a ll, the d u ty  fa l ls  
upon  them, ( the S o v ie t U n ion  
and F ra n c e ) , in  the  in te re s t 
a n d  m ain tenance  o f  peace, 
n o t to  a llo w  the means o f  
th e ir  n a tio n a l defense to  
weaken in  a n y  sense. In  th is  
re g a rd  M . S T A L I N  U N 
D E R S T A N D S  A N D  F U L 
L Y  A P P R O V E S  T H E  N A 
T IO N A L , D E F E N S E  P O L 
IC Y  O F  F R A N C E  I N  
K E E P IN G  H E R  A R M E D  
F O R C E S  A T  A  L E V E L  
R E Q U IR E D  F O R  S E C U R -  
I Y F

T he re  can be no m isunder
s ta n d in g  o f  the  m ean ing  o f 
these w ords. I t  is c le a r a like  
to  the  w o rke rs  and  to  th e ir  
class enemies. T h e  bourgeo is  
jo u rn a lis ts  had  no d if f ic u lty  in  
in te rp re t in g  i t .  R a lp h  W . 
B a rnes , M oscow  co rresponden t 
o f  the  N ew  Y o rk  H e ra ld - T r ib 
une exp la ined  i t  b lu n t ly  as fo l
lows :

“ T h is  is  a n  in d ire c t w ay, 
o f  course, o f  e x p la in in g  to  
the  F re n c h  C om m un is ts  th a t, 
in  the  e x is tin g  c ircum stances, 
subversive p ro p a g a n d a  d i
rec ted  to  the F re n c h  m i l i ta r y  
a n d  \naval fo rce s  is  h a rm fu l 
to  the S o v ie t U n io n  as w e ll as 
to  F ra n c e .”

T h a t ’s i t ,  p re c is e ly ; the  p a r -  
a g ra p h  canno t have a n y  o th e r 
m eaning. T h e  “ leader o f the  
in te rn a t io n a l p ro le ta r ia t ”  says 
to  the  F re n ch  w o rk e rs : “ D o  n o t 
in te r fe re  in  a n y  w a y  w ith  
the  m i l i ta r y  p re p a ra tio n s  o f 
F re n ch  im p e r ia lis m : ‘M . S ta lin  
unde rs tands and  f u l ly  a p 
p roves .’ ”

N o th in g  is to  be done to  in 
te r fe re  w ith  m i l i ta r y  p re p a ra 
tio n s  o f th e  t r e n c h  im p e r ia l
is ts . A n d  fro m  th a t i t  fo llow s 
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Next Week!
I n  v iew  o f  the  trem endous  

s ign ificance  f o r  the in te rn a t io n 
a l la b o r  and  re v o lu t io n a ry  
m ovem ents o f the F ra n c o -S o v 
ie t m i l i ta r y  a llia n ce  and  the 
jo in t  s ta te m e n t on  i t  issued by  
P ie rre  L a v a l a n d  Joseph S ta l
in , the N a t io n a l C om m ittee  o f 
the W o rk e rs  P a r ty  is d ra w in g  
u p  an o ff ic ia l s ta tem en t o f  its  
p o s itio n . T h is  s ta tem en t, w hich  
w il l  deal e xh a u s tive ly  w ith  the 
prob lem s presented by  the a l
liance , w il l  a p p e a r in  the com
in g  issue o f  the  N ew  M i l i ta n t .  
R eaders a re  u rg e d  to  g ive  i t  
th e ir  closest a t te n tio n  and  to  
see to  i t  th a t  i t  is d issem inated  
as w id e ly  as possible.

Unemployed Leader

G ERRY ALLARD

St. Louis Gas 
Strike is Solid 
Despite Terror

ST. LOFTS. Mo.— The s tr ike  of 
the St. Louis Gas House W orkers 
runs in to  its  th ird  month w ith  
ranks as iirm  and determined as 
ever. A short h is to ry of the slan
der, provocation, and violence 
against the union reveals something 
of the s p ir it  tha t has carried  the 
union through w ith  fly in g  colors.

The Laclede Company, a fte r re
covering from  tlie  surprise a ttack 
of the union, hired scabs and an 
a rm y of thugs to protect them. The 
company thugs discovered a “ bomb 
p lo t.” When th is  collapsed the 
Company had three union members 
arrested fo r “ possessing dynam ite .”  
A lthough the state refused to  pros
ecute on so flim sy a charge the men 
were continued under arrest. The 
Company obtained an in junc tion

(b idd ing  the union its  legal 
to picket. The police began mass 
arrests of the s trike rs . The Com
pany thugs organized attacks on 
the homes of the strikers, breaking 
windows, and endangering the ir 
fam ilies. The police began beating 
the s tr ike rs  a t the po in t o f guns, 
as many as s ix  at one tim e in  the 
open street. The company thugs 
s tink  bombed the union headquar
ters and picket stations. And so 
on—The Company, th e ir thugs and 
the police a ll in  one band against 
the s trike— the kept press p lay ing  
up every scrap o f an ti-un ion hys
teria.

Strike Paper Invaluable
D u rin g  a ll th is  storm  and stress, 

the da ily  s trike  {taper has proved 
inva luab le in  ho ld ing the union 
firm , in  re c ru itin g  support of other 
unions, and of the general public. 
The f irs t week's t r ia l  brought in  
over a thousand subscriptions. More 
than f i f ty  unions have pledged sup
port. In  addition many storekeep
ers have assisted the s tr ike rs  w ith  
food and supplies.

The lig h te r side of the s trike  is 
revealed in  the fo llo w in g  s to ry  from

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn.— The com
ing election in M inneapolis w i l l  see 
a ba ttle  to the fin ish between the 
reactionary candidates of the C it i
zens A lliance and the candidates of 
the Farm er-Labor Party . Every 
w orker in  every trade union in  the 
c ity  is up in arms against the pres
ent Citizens A lliance  adm in is tra 
tion, headed by M ayor Bainbridge 
and police chief “ Bloody M ike”  Jo
hannes, who were responsible d u r
ing  Local 574 truck  d rive rs ’ s tr ike  
o f last year fo r the shooting of f if ty  
workers and the death o f two. Both 
sides are m arsha lling  a ll the ir 
forces fo r the election, on w h ich de
pends the im m ediate fo rtun e  o f the 
labor movement and the Citizens 
A lliance.

In  View of the questions at stake 
and o f the na rrow  m a jo rity  which 
w i l l  determ ine the resu lt, the M inn
eapolis Branch o f the W orkers 
P a rty  hasi decided to th ro w  its  
e lectora l w e igh t behind the Farm er 
Labor candidates, a t the same tim e 
conducting its  own campaign, w a rn 
ing the w orkers against the danger
ous illusions of Farm er-Laborism .

The campaign o f the W orkers 
P a rty  is1 being carried on along the

Jobless Renew 
Relief March 
For Showdown
W ill Lay Seige to 111. 

State Capitol Says 
I.W .A . Leader
By G ERRY ALLA R D

S P R IN G F IE LD , 111., M ay 15.—  
H aving  staged two marches on the 
state cap ita l as w e ll as scores of 
local demonstrations, the Illin o is  
W orkers A lliance  was again ra l
ly in g  its  forces th is  week-end fo r 
another g igantic  m arch fo r a show
down on the re lie f c ris is  now fac
ing  th is  state.

The mass upsurge o f the jobless 
in  I llin o is  was prec ip ita ted by the 
shu tting  down o f re lie f stations m 
the state as the Dem ocratic admin 
is tra tio n  maneuvered to force a 
fu r th e r levy down the th roa ts of a 
stubborn leg is la ture  in  the fo rm  of 
an increase in  the sales ta x  from  
2 per cent to 3.

Ragged, hung ry  and weary w o rk 
ers trekked in to  Springfield last 
week from  various sections of the 
state to  protest against the closing 
of re lie f stations, against the sales 
tax  and fo r improvements in  re lie f 
standards. A  m arch took place 
through the heart o f tow n to the 
capita l. W h ile  approxim ate ly  1,000 
jobless workers cheered speakers 
who spoke from  the huge monument 
o f Abe L inco ln  a delegation was 
received by the Governor.

Present Their Demands
The delegation presented the de

mands of the dem onstrators fo r re 
opening of re lie f stations, defeat of 
the sales tax, abo lition  of the na
tiona l guards, c lo th ing fo r  school 
ch ild re n  graduating, proper medi
cal care, com fortable shelter, $1 fo r  
unskilled  and $1.25 fo r  sk illed  labor 
on projects w ith  a m in im um  of 24 
hours and a m axim um  o f 30-hours 
per week, representation on local, 
county, d is tr ic t and state re lie f 
boards and fo r  a levy on income, 
g if t  and inheritance. The Govern
or o f the state showed respect fo r  
the committee now representing 
150,000 organized workers, bu t the 
substance o f his decisions as to im 
mediate redress was nothing. “ I  
am a servant o f the people, not a 
k ing ,”  he said. The excuse was a 
poor one because a few months be
fore he had dispatched hundreds of 
troops to the coal fields in  a most 
ty ra n n ica l invasion against the self 
ru le  of the population of the coal 
fields.

Thousands o f I ll in o is  workers 
■ faced actua l s tarva tion . Yet the 
Governor took the position th a t not 
“ one red cent”  w ould he fu rth e r 
expended by the state on re lie f un
t i l  the tax  against labo r’s bread and 
beans was passed. A t the very 
moment $7,500,000 was la y ing  id le  
in  the coffers of the state treasury. 
In  Chicago form er V ice-President 
Dawes played the fiddle to the tune 
of the 90,000,000 do lla rs he had 
received from  the R.F.C. w ith o u t 
m aking an e ffo rt to repay the “ lo a n ,' 
enough to  ca rry  I ll in o is ’ re lie f b u r
den fo r  29 months. Newspapers

lines o f th e ir election leaflet. A fte r 
in troduc ing  as the m ain immediate 
task the defeat o f the C itizens A l
liance, the W orkers P a rty  c learly  
d istinguishes its e lf from  the Farm - 
er-Laborites, “ The Farm er-Labor 
officials w i l l  not and cannot give 
the w o rk ing  class any real, lasting  
benefits— these w i l l  have to be won 
by the workers themselves through 
th e ir  figh ting  o rgan iza tions: the 
unions, unemployed organizations, 
and the revolutionary workers’ 
party.”

The P arty  presents its  own pro
gram although runn ing  no inde
pendent candidates in this election.

1. The th ir ty  hour, th ir ty  do lla r 
m in im um  week.

2. A  ten b illio n  d o lla r public 
w orks program.

3. Unemployment and social in 
surance a t the expense of employ
ers.

4. Im m ediate re lie f of $10 per 
week w ith  $3 fo r  every dependent.

5. An end to red tape in  re lie f 
adm in is tra tion : adequate medical 
care fo r the unemployed.

6. F u ll r ig h ts  of free speech,

(Continued on l ’âge 4)

D illo n  Men Slug Toledo 
Workers in F lin t  Meet

F L IN T , Mich., M ay 14.— For 
the th ird  tim e in  the past two 
weeks, members o f the B u ick  
local here were prevented from  
going on s tr ik e  th rough the ac
tion  of F rancis  D illo n  a (id his 
organizer, Louis H a rt.

When a progressive member of 
the Toledo local, W ilb u r Patton, 
w ith  a delegation inc lud ing D ick  
Myers and H erbert Munson, a t
tempted to speak a t the meeting 
here last n ig h t to give a report 
o f the Toledo s trike , he was as
saulted by members o f D illo n ’s 
machine, led by Louis H art.

Patton was in ju re d  about the 
head when he was s truck  hy a 
chair. In  order to break up the 
meeting, D illo n ’s men turned out 
the ligh ts  and threw  chairs 
about. The meeting was broken 
up in  confusion.

One of the methods employed 
by D illo n  to discourage s trike  
action here was to c ircu la te  a 
story, played up w ide ly  in  the 
local press, th a t the Toledo 
s trike  was in  contro l of “ reds,”  
“ communists”  and “ professional 
ag itators.”

A LLE N T O W N , P a„ M ay 15.— D r. 
W inslow  N. H a lle tt, treasurer of 
the A llen tow n local of the American 
Federation o f Teachers and its  del
egate to the Centra l Trades and 
Labor Council, has been dismissed 
from  his position as professor o f 
psycholgy a t Cedar Crest College 
because o f his labo r activ ities.

H is  dism issal by the board of 
trustees has been denounced by the 
student body. More than h a lf of 
the 185 students enrolled a t the 
college have signed petitions de
manding his reinstatement.

Asked by President W illia m  F. 
C urtis  to resign, D r. H a lle tt re
fused, requesting specific charges be 
brought against him. The fo rm a l 
notifica tion  o f dism issal, on M ay 11, 
contained no charges. Pressed fo r 
an explanation o f the board’s ac
tion, President C urtis  adm itted tha t 
D r. H a lle tt ’s w ork  was satisfactory 
a t the college and th a t the dism is
sal was due to D r. H a lle tt ’s prom 
inent ro le* in  the organized labor 
movement.

In  addition to his position in  the 
teachers’ union, which D r. H a lle tt 
was instrum enta l in  organizing last 
November, he was u n t il recently an

officer in  the pow erfu l Lehigh Coun
ty  Unemployed League and is s t i l l  
an active figure in the Pennsylvania 
uemployed movement.

D r. H a lle tt has taught a t Cedar 
Crest College fo r three years. P rev
iously, he was in s tru c to r in  the psy
chology department o f the U n iver
s ity  o f Pennsylvania.

A figh t fo r  D r. H a lle tt ’s re in 
statement w i l l  be made a t the meet
ing of the Eastern Synod o f the Rer 
form ed Church, scheduled fo r  next 
week, at which the annual report 
o f Cedar Crest College w il l  be pre
sented. D r. H a lle tt announced to 
day th a t D r. Paul Ried Pontius, 
president of the Synod, has prom
ised to figh t fo r  academic freedom 
in the college.

The Committee on Academic 
Freedom o f the Am erican C iv il L ib 
erties Union has announced i t  w i l l  
take action in the case. The Am er
ican Association o f U n ive rs ity  P ro
fessors has been asked to make an 
investigation.

D r. H a lle tt has asked the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense to ra lly  
support fo r  h is case in  the labor 
movement.

Dillon and Co. 
W reck Chance 
To W in Strike
T e m p o ra ry  S etb ack  
is S ig n a l to  C e m e n t 

R an ks
By AR T PR E IS

TOLEDO, May 14.—'A fter three 
weeks of magnificent b a ttling , the 
union auto workers of the Chevro
le t M otor Ohio Company, whose 
mass picket lines had stopped the 
production of Chevrolet transm is
sions and closed down almost the 
entire  Chevrolet Corporation, voted 
last n igh t to accept the offer of a 
fou r cents an hour wage-increase 
and other s ligh t concessions and to 
re tu rn  to work. For three weeks 
these inexperienced workers, who 
have been in the union but a month, 
fought hack blow fo r blow against 
the' financia l m ig h t of General 
Motors, the pressure of the govern
ment. the cunning propaganda of 
the c a p ita lis t press. They went 
down to tem porary and p a rtia l de
feat a t last through the treachery 
«,£ Francis D illon , na tiona l organ
izer fo r the A. F. of I -  in  the auto 
industry, and Fred Kchwake, the 
business agent o f the ir local whom 
they had trusted. B u t they went 
down fighting.

In one of the most spectacular 
and rousing floor fights ever waged, 
the m ilita n t progressives in  the 
union, denounced as “ Muste men 
bv D illo n , took the meeting last 
n igh t bv storm, hooted D illo n  from  
the Civic A ud ito rium  at the outset 
of the session, and were on the 
verve of tearing to pieces the Gen
eral Motors cITer, w h ich  fa iled  to 
grant them one im portan t conces
sion, inc lud ing the ir demands fo r 
union recognition, a signed contract 
and s tra igh t seniority w ith ou t the 
notorious “ m e rit clause.”

Lack of Experience
. T he ir lack of experience and de

sire fo r  “ democracy”  and “ fa ir  
p lay,”  w h ich was appealed to by 
equally inexperienced members of 
the s trike  committee, caused them 
to rescind a previous motion which 
they had passed excluding a ll per
sons from  speaking on the pro
posals hut the s trike rs  and the 
members of t lie  s trike  committee.

D illo n  was recalled in to  the meet
ing and given the chance to speak 
on the agreement wh ich he, Edw ard 
F. McGrady, assistant secretary of 
labor, and W illia m  S. Knudsen, ex
ecutive vice-president o f General 
Motors, had devised la s t Saturday. 
D illo n  had already expressed his 
sentiments on th is  union-busting 
agreement Monday in  the da ily  
press, which featured his statement 
urg ing the s trikers  to accept the 
terms of the proposal, and h inted 
tha t the progressives who fought 
its  acceptance, inc lud ing every one 
of the elected s trike  committee bu t 
one, were “ reds,”  through a vague 
a llus ion to “ those who presume 
w ith o u t au tho rity  to speak in  the 
interests of the workers the lan 
guage of a Soviet D icta torsh ip . 
H is pub lic  statement was in  d irect 
v io la tio n  o f an agreement made 
w ith  the s trike  committee not to 
express h im se lf on the proposed 
settlement p rio r to the meeting.

Fulminates at Muste
D illo n  was given the p la tfo rm  to 

speak. Two hours before he had 
raged from  the aud ito rium  how ling 
tha t the urtion was expelled from  
the A. F. of L. The press reported 
him  as saying then, before he en
tered a cab to go to his hotel, “ L e t 
Muste run th e ir  ou tfit. I f  they 
w ant an I.W .W . or a communist 
ou tfit le t them have it. They’re o u t! 
They’re o u t ! I  disown them.”

Three times du ring  his ensuing 
speech D illo n  was booed and hissed 
down. B u t w ith  in fin ite  cunning, 
demagogy and the basest lies he 
shouted and .threatened. H is  big 
club was the th rea t to w ith d ra w  
the charter of the en tire  loca l i f  the 
s trikers  did not accept the com
pany’s offer. The loca l has mem
bers in  nineteen Toledo plants. 
S low ly he ground in to  the minds 
of many o f the s trike rs  the fear 
tha t he would smash th e ir  un on i f  
they did not end the s trike . In  
re tu rn  fo r  the “ dem ocratic”  gesture 
of the strikers, D illo n  used the fo u l
est and most undemocratic tactics 
ever devised to force the  company 
agreement down the s trike rs ’ 
throats. He used th e ir  very union 
loya lty , th e ir  desire to m a in ta in  
th e ir union a t a l l costs, to betray 
them.

D u ring  the course o f his tirade, 
D illo n  snarled an a ttack a t A. J.

(Continued on Page 2)
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W .P. Supports Election Battle 
Against Mpls. Reactionaries

Lessons of the Great Toledo Battle
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Comments
On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 

Happiness
rBy BILL KETCH—------

Central Labor Union Backs Local 574
Unanimous Appeal 
For Reinstatement

Privileged Classes . . .
“ W e have priv ileged classes in  

th is  country,”  said M iss A lice 
M ertz, New Y o rk  re lie f supervisor 
in  exp la in ing  the  $99 per week, sal
a ry  o f herse lf and husband. . . 
B e lie f recip ients in  C lin ton County, 
Pa., were to ld  by re lie f investiga t
ors to “ go and steal coal.”  . . .  As 
re lie f funds are cut o ff and 1,300,000 
people face starvation, the I llin o is  
leg is la ture  adjourned so th a t mem
bers could attend the K entucky 
Derby. . . . The $90,000,000 th a t the 
governm ent “ loaned”  Charles Dawes 
(and which w i l l  never be repaid) 
Would take care o f I llin o is  ' re lie f 
needs fo r nearly  a  year. . . .  An 
evicted share-cropper w ith  h is pa l
l id  w ife , r icke ty  ch ild ren  and mea
ger p ile  o f fu rn itu re  was seen 
standing by the roadside near 
Shreveport, Da. A ll were wearng 
“ E V E R Y  M AN A  K IN G ”  buttons.

F o o d . . .
The A A A  has expended to  date 

$678,000,000 fo r crop reduction and 
$191,000,000 to purchase crop sur
pluses. . . . President Roosevelt last 
Week signed a b i l l  appropria ting  
$60,000,000 fo r seed loans to fa rm 
ers. . . . Food prices have risen  34 
percent in  the past year. The CON
SUMERS’ G U ID E  issued hy the 
A A A  sta tes : “ never before in  th is 
country have so many people been 
unable to  buy food and the simple 
necessities o f l i fe  as in  the past 
tw o  years.”  . . . Secretary Wallace, 
head o f the AAA, says: “ Prices are 
no t excessive; the increase in  the 
price  o f food products1 has on ly 
kept pace w ith  the rise  in  national 
income.”  . . . A lthough  farm ers 
comprise 25 percent o f the popula
tion , fo r  the past five years the fa rm  
Income has averaged on ly 8.8 per
cent o f the national income. . . P ro
fits  reported fo r  food processing 
corporations fo r  1934 a re : N a tiona l 
B iscu it Co.— $26,592,000; N a tiona l 
F ru it  Co.— $21,290,000; A rm our & 
Co.—$19,446,000; Borden M ilk  Co. 
— $9,136,000; N a tiona l D a iry  Co.—  
$13,603,000 : Corn Products Refining 
Co.—$21,207,000; A. & P. Stores 
( tw o  year period') $43,219,000. . . 
Increase in  food prices have raised 
the average cost o f feeding a sold
ie r from  37i  cents to 50 cents a day, 
necessitating an ex tra  a llo tm ent of 
$5,000,000 per year to feed the arm y 
and navy. . . . Commissioner Os
borne o f the New Y o rk  State F ish 
Hatcheries complains th a t because 
o f the increased cost o f liv e r he 
cannot feed the tro u t adequately. . .

Jobs • • •
Helen Fortney, 138 lbs., of Dake 

Geneva, Wis., advertized fo r  a job 
as bodyguard. She received 48 p ro 
posals of marriage, one offer of a 
job. “ I t  m ust be phoney,”  she re
marked. . . . F ra n k lin  J r. and John 
Roosevelt, sons o f the President, 
a re  in  the m arke t fo r  summer jobs. 
The boys are w illin g  to do almost 
anyth ing says th e ir mother. Last 
summer John taugh t polo a t a sum
mer camp and F ra n k lin  Jr. toured 
Europe. . . . E ig h ty  percent of the 
in d u s tr ia l firm s in the IT. S. w i l l  
not h ire  new workers over 40 years 
of age. . . . The m a jo rity  decision 
of the Supreme Court n u llify in g  
the R a ilroad Retirem ent A ct s ta tes : 
“ I t  does not fo llow , as con
tended, th a t a man o f 05 is ineffi
cient or incompetent. The facts in 
dicate a con tra ry  conclusion.”  . . .

Patriotism  . . .
Ex-Senator George W harton Pep

per shaved h is  mustache of 40 
years standing in order to p lay the 
pa rt o f George W ashington in  a 
Philadelph ia  pageant. . . .  In  an 
“ aversion test,”  D r. E. L. T ho rn 
d ike o f Columbia U n ivers ity , found 
th a t two th ird s  of tire older per
sons tested would "sp it a t the pic
tu re  of George W ashington”  fo r 
$10,000. H a lf  the younger ones 
would do i t  fo r less than $10. A ll 
were jobless. . . .

Society Notes . . .
“ I  cou ldn ’t  tend to Anne drunk 

a ll n igh t and w ork a ll day,”  plead
ed Brandon Smith, husband o f Anne 
Cannon, te x tile  and tobacco he ir
ess. “ Brandon was dumb and 1 
was dumb fo r liv in g  w ith  him. The 
only reason I m arried  h im  was to 
get a home,”  re torted Anne. B ran
don was awarded $125,000 heart 
balm by the court. . . . The 287 
“ rugged pioneers”  being transp lan t
ed to the heart of A laska revolted 
aboard ship when they were given 
buttered bread ra the r than in d i
v idua l pats o f butter. . . . E lsie de 
W olfe, actress, considers her ba th 
room the crow ning g lo ry  o f a life  
devoted to beauty. “ Moonshine and 
glamour, w h ite  orchids and rock 
crysta l, s ilve r tissue and w h ite  furs, 
reflected in  many m irro rs—-that is 
m y bathroom. The hooks are in  
the fo rm  of dolphins. The faucets 
are the heads o f swans. The car
pet is  of w h ite  velvet. The e lectric 
ligh ts  are m other o f pearl in  a de
sign o f oyster shells. There are 
a lways w h ite ’ flowers, sometimes 
great sprays of w h ite  orchids.”  . . . 
N inety percent of Am erican fa rm 
ers s t i l l  perform  the Saturday n igh t 
r tu a l in  a galvanized wash tub. . . .

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn.— W ith o u t 
one dissenting voice the M inneapo
lis  C entra l Labor Union voted last 
week fu l l  support to Local 574 of 
the T ru c k  D rive rs  in  th e ir  ba ttle  
fo r  reinstatem ent in  the in te rna 
tiona l. A  m otion to continue 574’s 
delegate on the C entra l Union was 
defeated on ly  a fte r  an appeal from  
the cha ir, on the ground th a t such 
a m otion would la y  the Centra! 
Union its e lf  open to expulsion by 
Green.

Find Charges False
The vote was taken a fte r a re

po rt by a committee o f three ap
pointed by the Centra l Union to in 
vestigate the charges made by Dan 
Tobin, reactionary president o f the 
In te rna tiona l. Tobin ’s charges', the 
committee found, were un just, and 
in  some cases com pletely unfound
ed. I t  was shown th a t 574 had 
mede tremendous sacrifices to  pay 
its  per capita tax, a lthough i t  was 
faced w ith  ex trao rd ina ry  expenses, 
debts le ft  over from  la s t year’s 
strike, the expenses o f negotia ting 
w ith  hundreds o f employers, the ex
penses consequent on the hospita l
iza tion o f w orkers wounded in  the 
strike , the  expenses o f 'm a in ta in ing  
the W idows and fam ilies  o f those 
k illed , etc. etc. In  spite o f a l l  these 
expenses, the loca l pa id over $3,000 
in the la s t 15 months. I t  was p o in t
ed o u t th a t in  previous years the 
union had been as much as one year 
behind in  per cap ita l ta x  w ith o u t 
action from  Tobin.

Tob in ’s charge th a t the union 
had overstepped its  ju r is d ic tio n  
was answered by evidence showing 
th a t 574 has v o lu n ta r ily  re lin 
quished the Ice D rivers, the Bakery 
D rivers, the Laundry  Drivers^ the 
B rew ery D rive rs , etc. etc. a lthough 
such actions w ent against the bet
te r judgm ent o f the union leaders. 
In  the case o f the BreWery D rivers, 
the un ion leaders, not w ish ing to 
break up the in d u s tr ia l un ion o f the 
B rew ery workers, ac tu a lly  went 
against the advice o f Tobin who, 
m erely to gather the ex tra  dues, 
pressed fo r  a ju r is d ic tio n a l figh t 
w ith  the B rew ery Union.

A ga ins t Tob in ’s charge th a t the 
financia l secretary of the union was 
no t bonded were presented docu
ments, inc lud ing  the bond itse lf, 
dated las t November, when the 
secretary was elected. I t  was po in t
ed out th a t a copy of th is  bond was 
on file  in T ob in ’s ow n office.

Take Im m ediate Steps
A fte r  vo tin g  support, the Centra l 

Union took im mediate steps. A  
committee o f three Was voted to 
see Tobin in  Ind ianapolis and Green 
in  W ashington, to f ig h t out the case 
on its  m erits  and demand the re
instatem ent o f loca l 574.

In  presenting its  case local 574 
contrasted the po licy of Tobin and 
the po licy o f the un ion:

” . . .  There were tw o lines oiien 
to the union a fte r the strike . F irs t :  
I t  could have fo llowed the po licy 
indicated by president T ob in  in  his

le tte r of A p r i l 15 in  w h ich  he says 
‘No union sha ll have the r ig h t  to 
pay any b ills  before they pay the 
per cap ita  ta x  due the In te rn a tio n 
a l U n ion each m onth.’

“ T h is  w ou ld  have set up a  sm all 
office w ith  a secretary in  charge 
v-ho could have done l i t t le  more 
than co llect dues— and Would have 
resulted in  the qu ick and decisive 
liq u id a tio n  o f the  un ion and would 
have reduced i t  in  a few  short 
weeks to its  fo rm er im potent posi
tion.

“ Second: the po licy fo llow ed by 
the present leadership, th a t is, 
th ro w in g  every ava ilab le  force in to  
the field.

“ a) To check and fin a lly  defeat 
the bosses’ plan of wholesale d is
crim ina tion . T h a t th is  was abso
lu te ly  necessary the record o f the 
membership lis ts  m onth by month 
W ill show.

” b) To set up a steward system 
and bu ild  a w e ll-k n it b lock o f ac
tive  organizers in  the d iffe re n t firm s 
and sections.

” c) To take care o f the wounded 
men and th e ir  fam ilies, to  pay off 
g radua lly  the m ost pressing o b li
gations, hospita l, doctor and food 
b ills , to  m a in ta in  a su itab le  h a ll 
and headquarters.

“ d ) In  the meantime to  pay to 
the In te rn a tio n a l every cent pos
sible w ith o u t c rip p ling  the  union 
and scattering the membership, 
w h ich  is the source of a l l funds.

” e) In  th is  way to  la y  the basis 
fo r  the liqu ida tion  o f a l l debts to 
the In te rna tiona l, as w e ll as other 
local obligations.”

In  connection w ith  debts to the 
In te rn a tio n a l i t  was pointed ou t by 
the union th a t “ D u rin g  the past 18 
months w h ile  the w o rk  o f bu ild in g  
the uqion was in  progress no s trike  
benefits o r o ther financ ia l a i l  or, 
indeed, any assistance, organiza
tiona l o r  otherwise, was received 
from  the In te rna tona l.”

What to Attend
F rid a y , M ay 24, 8.30 F. M.—-“ The 

S itua tion  in  Fascist I ta ly . ”  A t 
420 E. 19th St., between Ave. A  
and 1st Ave. Speaker: Anthony 
Ram uglia . Adm ission free. 

Saturday, M ay 25, 8 :30— Dance and 
en terta inm ent a t Branch 1 head
quarters, 420 E. 19th St. Given by 
Branch 1 W.P. and S.Y.L. Help 
S.Y.L. and B r. 1 ra ise its  re n t! 

Saturday, M ay 18— Grand Opening 
and Housewarm ing o f B row ns
v ille  B ranch and Spartacus Youth 
League, 1776 P itk in  Ave. (near 
Stone). Enterta inm ent, Dancing 
and Refreshments.

F riday , M ay 24, 8:30 P.M.— “ W hat 
is the Meaning o f the Franco- 
Soviet Pact,'.'”  A t  1776 P itk in  Ave. 
(near Stone), B row nsville . Speak
er : A rne Swabeck.

New M ilitan ts  and New In te rm - 
ttonalB can be purchased a t :  

NEW S EX C H A N G E  
29 So. M a in  Street, A kron  

CO NFECTIO N ERY STORE 
1 W ert M arke t Street, A kron

Boston Dressmaker Calls fo r Effective 
Preparations to Improve Conditions

B y J . RAYM O ND
BOSTON, M ay 3. —  A  general 

stoppage in  the dress in dus try  waa 
called here yesterday w ith  about 
2,000 workers responding. A lthough 
th is  s tr ik e  comes a t the ta il-end of 
the sehson, the  conditions w h ich  
surround i t  and led up to the union 
action are h ig h ly  in s tru c tive  fo r  a ll 
dressmakers.

F o r the past year conditions in  
the dress in dus try  have been rap id 
ly  ro llin g  down h ill.  The l i t t le  
gained in  the May s tr ike  tw o years 
ago a fte r the sign ing of the code 
was fas t disappearing. The union 
on its  p a rt d id  no th ing to organize 
the unorganized who were under
m in ing  conditions in  the union 
shops.

On February  15 the agreement 
w ith  the employers expired. The 
workers believed a s trike  to  be nec
essary i f  conditions were to be im 
proved and the unorganized re
cru ited  fo r  the union. Ins is ten t de
mands were voiced a t loca l meet
ings th a t preparations be made and 
m achinery set up fo r  s trike . B u t 
the adm in is tra tion  da llied  and post
poned'on the p re tex t th a t the tim e 
was poor fo r  a w a lkou t. W ith  th e ir 
usual hypocrisy they declared th a t 
the workers could no t be depended 
on in  these “ ha rd ”  tim es and w ould 
not support a s trike .

The union m ilita n ts  struggled 
desperately against th is  po licy  bu t 
to  no avail.

A t  conferences between m anufac
turers and the union about twelve 
o f the bosses agreed to  s ign  the 
old  agreement. There was no great 
sacrfice fo r  them in  th is  offer as 
the agreement had remained a dead- 
le tte r h itherto . A t a  mass meeting 
called to ra t ify  these negotiations 
considerable opposition was voiced 
by ra n k  and filers. They were en
thu s ias tica lly  received by the w o rk 
ers present. As was to  be expected, 
however, the stage was set in  ad
vance and Hochman, In te rn a tion a l 
President, was the la s t speaker. 
Soft-soaping in h is own in im itab le  
style, Hochman d ila ted  on the de
pression, pleaded fo r  acceptance of 
the agreement, begged fo r patience 
u n t il the opportune moment, urged 
th a t the workers w a it fo r  the New 
Y ork  s tr ik e  a fte r w h ich  conditions 
would au tom atica lly  im prove in 
Boston.

F ille d  w ith  disgust the workers 
voted fo r  the agreement and le ft 
the meeting w ith  disappointment, 
the preva iling  sentiment.

Conditions w ent fro m  bad to 
worse. M ost o f the dressmakers 
worked w ith o u t agreements. Wages 
were an y th in g  the workers could 
get. Lock-outs and reorganizations 
were reg u la r occurrences. B u t the 
union d id  nothing, calm ly aw a iting  
the re tu rn  o f prosperity. O nly when 
ta lk  became r ife  th a t the un ion was 
worth less and th a t members would 
stop paying dues to  it ,  were the bu
reaucrats s tirre d  out o f th e ir  sw iv-

el chairs. The s tr ike  was called 
fo r  the purpose of fo rc in g  agree
ments on the con tracting  shops.

A l l  shops, w ith  and w ith o u t 
agreements, have been called out. 
W hat is  m ost necessary now is  fo r  
the s tr ik e  to  be settled in  sho rt o r
de r since the  season w i l l  soon he 
over. And o f greater significance 
are the preparations fo r  the fu tu re . 
A l l  sincere and active  w orkers m ust 
be banded together and an intensive 
organization d rive  started . Only 
such pre lim ina ries  and then a de
term ined s trugg le  w i l l  lead to im 
proved conditions.

Reject Pact in 
Rubber Strike

By R. FERG USO N
AKRO N, M ay 13.— The f irs t  m il i 

ta n t step in  tu rn in g  back the  tide  
o f reaction in  the rubber w orkers ’ 
unions was taken yesterday by the 
locked-out w orkers o f the In d ia  
T ire  and Rubber Co. when by a 
vote o f 141 to 33 they f la t ly  rejected 
the proposal o f President K lauss 
th a t the company be turned back 
in to  an open shop.

Klauss, having pleaded w ith  
great emotion th a t the closed shop, 
the on ly  one in  the in du s try , was 
ru in in g  In d ia ’s business, th a t the 
consumers o f In d ia  tires  (bearing 
the union label, no longer w ould 
buy them  “ on account o f th e ir  
problems regard ing labor.”

The company, adm itted ly  in  bad 
financ ia l shape as a  resu lt o f b itte r  
price  wars between the la rge cor
porations, expects to receive a $190,- 
000 loan from  the Reconstruction 
F inance Corp. i f  “ labor d ifficu lties 
are ironed ou t”1—meaning, o f course, 
i f  the open shop is  reestablished. 
Once again the rubber workers 
witness the ro le of the government 
in  the class struggle.

H av ing  tem po ra rily  broken the 
m orale and exhausted the treasu r
ies of the big rubber unions, Cole
man C. C laherty, A. F. of L . organ
ize r in  rubber, was rush ing off to 
Toledo to  make ah em pty pledge o f 
“ m ora l and financ ia l”  support of 
the rubber workers to the auto 
s trike rs . He le ft behind one o f h is 
henchmen w ho m erely advised the 
In d ia  w orkers “ to use th e ir  own 
judgm ent”  about vo ting  down the 
open shop proposal. Again the 
rubber workers see the bu reaucra t
ic leadership deserting them  a t the 
cruc ia l moment. The Ind ia  rubber 
workers can depend on ly upon th e ir  
own strength on the picket line, and 
the support given them by the large 
and m il ita n t Unemployed League 
a t Mogadore.

In  the b ig  rubber unions plans 
are being pushed to  test the recent 
sell-out agreement by demanding 
wage increases fo r the cleaners and 
e levator men.

Auto Progressives in Toledo 
Organize A fter Partial Defeat

(Continued from  Page 1)
Muste, who has been in  Toledo as
sis ting the local branch in develop
ing the forces and strategy o f the 
union progressives in  the strike. 
He shouted “ Muste won’t  feed you ! ” 
A score o f voices hurled back, 
"N e ithe r w i l l  y o u !”

Sc invoke Rats fo r  D illo n
Despite D illo n ’s threats, lies, 

ca jo le ry and brow-beating, i t  is 
doub tfu l tha t D illo n  would have 
succeeded in  his purpose of smash
ing the strike , had i t  not been fo r 
Schwake.

W h ile  slips o f paper were being 
passed out fo r  ba llo ts intended to 
record a secret vote— a maneuver 
to catch the “ weak-sisters”  in  the 
union put over by the pressure of 
the executive committee o f the 
local w h ich has been s tring ing  
along w ith  the D illo n  gang and 
bucking the progressives on the 
s trike  committee— Schwake stepped 
to the “ m ike”  and pleaded w ith  the 
s trike rs  to accept the proposals. He 
to ld  the s tr ike rs  to th in k  of th e ir 
wives and ch ild ren going hungry  i f  
the s tr ike  continued fu rth e r, he a r
gued th a t they weren’t  strong 
enough to ba ttle  General M otors de
spite the fac t th a t the s trike rs  had 
forced the company to term s on 
po int a fte r po in t in  the course of 
the strike, be pointed to D illo n ’s 
th rea t to l i f t  th e ir charter.

Schwake swung enough of them 
to c a rry  the vote fo r D illon . U n til 
he spoke, the s tr ike rs  were dead- 
set against acceptance. B u t Schwa
ke was the man whom they regard
ed as one of th e ir own trusted lead
ers. I t  was he they had voted fo r 
in • the Auto Labor Board election 
one month before. A l l  d u rin g  the 
s tr ike  he had presented h im se lf as 
a m ilita n t, a lthough behind the 
scenes he went along w ith  D illon , 
fought the progressives under cover, 
prevented the publication of the 
s trike  bu lle tin , helped keep s trike  
funds from  the s trike  committee, 
tr ie d  to s ta r t a “ red scare”  and pre
vented the d is tr ib u tio n  of hand-

b ills  by other w ork ing  class organ
izations, and sought to take over 
the leadership o f the s trike  from  
the elected s trike  committee.

Knifes Roland
B u t the s trike rs  d idn ’t  know, or 

perhaps d idn ’t  understand, these 
things. They d idn ’t  know Schwake 
was betraying Jim m y Roland, the ir 
figh ting  chairm an of the s trike  
committee and leader of the m il i
tants. They d idn ’t  know tha t i t  
was J im  Roland who was most ac
tive  in  the organizing o f the p ro
gressives in  the loca l a fte r last 
year’s A u to -L ite  strike, in  ousting 
Ramsey and Bossier, the form er 
reactionary leaders, and pu tting  
Schwake in  as business agent. They 
d idn ’t  know Schwake was inexper
ienced and v a c illa tin g  and th a t he 
had been run fo r  office w ith  the 
promise th a t he would accept • the 
advice o f the experienced union men 
like  Roland. When Schwake turned 
ta il, the props were knocked from  
under many o f them. They became 
confused. T he ir confidence in  the 
correctness o f th e ir m ilita n t posi
tion  was shattered. Many fa lte red 
as he spoke a ll through the vote
taking. O nly a fte r the vote was 
announced and the meeting o ffic ia l
ly  adjourned did they begin to rea l
ize th a t they had voted fo r some
th ing  they did  not want, tha t they 
had been fooled and tricked.

Several hundred o f the most m il i 
ta n t remained in  the h a ll fo r  an 
hour a fte r adjournm ent. They were 
figh ting  mad. They wanted to hold 
another meeting to.reconsider. They 
wanted to re tu rn  and man the 
picket lines despite everything. In  
th is  group were the best fighters, 
the most self-sacrificing, the p icket 
captains, s trike  committee members. 
B u t i t  was too late. For the mo
ment dem ora lization had set in. The 
m a jo rity  o f the s tr ike rs  had d is
persed, most of them in  disgust. 
They were weary o f body and to rn  
in  s p ir it. Some of the bravest of 
them wept. *

Jim m y Roland had given the 
rea l m ilita n t leadership and d irec

tion, had fought D illo n  and his 
gang alm ost single-handed, had 
kept the s tr ike  com m itte tim e  a fte r 
tim e from  cap itu la ting  to the pres
sure o f the government, the press 
and the General M otors officials, 
had personally spread the s trike  to 
other cities in  the face of the op
position of the A. F. of L. bureau
crats, was indeed the spark-plug of 
the en tire  fight. He fough t in  his 
grim  bull-dog honest fashion to the 
b itte r end, bu t he seemed in  a daze 
du ring  the entire  meeting. O nly 24 
years old, he did not as yet possess 
the s k il l and knowledge to  offset 
the maneuvers o f D illon . H is  very 
incorrup tib le  honesty and sense of 
fa ir  p lay betrayed him . For i t  was 
he who fin a lly  persuaded the s tr ik 
ers to pe rm it D illo n  to speak. He 
did i t  in  the sense of dem onstrating 
to D illo n  w hat dem ocratic unionism 
means. And then ’D illo n  thanked 
him  by k n ifin g  h im  and the s trike rs  
in the back.

Progressives Organize
The results of th is  s tr ike  cannot 

be termed an u tte r defeat, however, 
a lthough the auto workers have 
lost the ir finest opportun ity  to date 
to force the auto barons to th e ir 
knees throughout the' country.

O ut of th is  figh t has grown, a 
force’ of m ilita n t progressives in  the 
auto unions who have demonstrated 
conclusively th e ir  power and a b ili
ty. The struggle they put on in  
Toledo, a lthough meeting w ith  tem
porary defeat, has already aroused 
progressives in  the auto unions 
throughout the country. Tonight 
these progressives are p lanning to 
get together, to lay  out a national 
program, to organize, tra in  and 
d iscip line themselves more th o r
oughly.

Moreover, th is  s trike  has proved 
to the auto workers tha t the auto 
barons and corporations are not in 
v incible. A  sm all handfu l, com
para tive ly , of Toledo s trikers, m il i
tan t and determined, forced Gen
era l M otors to  negotiate w ith  them 
d irec tly , qgainst a l l the previously 
declared po licy of General Motors. 
They won some concessions, even 
though meagre and apt to be w ith 
draw n i f  the union men fa i l  to  push 
fo rw a rd  th e ir organization and 
figh t every attem pt to v io la te  the 
terms. F urthe r, they have demon-

strated the power of organized labor 
in  action, when even a sm all group 
of workers, w illin g  to figh t, can 
successfully c ripp le  a g ian t organ
ization lik e  the Chevrolet Corp.

W . P. in  the S trike
The methods by w h ich  the p ro

gressives in  th is  s tr ik e  were organ
ized have la id  the groundw ork fo r 
more successful and wide-spread 
attem pts in  the future. A lthough 
most o f the s tr ike rs  were new un 
ion men, the m ilita n ts  were drawn 
together. B i l l  P r io r d id  a splendid 
job on th is. A  rea l floor machine, 
inexperienced as i t  was, was devel
oped, and i t  pu t up a m agnificent 
ba ttle  when a ll the circumstances 
are considered. A  regu lar series 
of leaflets were issued to the s tr ik 
ers by the W orkers P arty . These 
were eagerly read and were tremen
dously effective in  suggesting to 
the s tr ike rs  the p ractica l and nec
essary course to  be pursued in  the 
strike. Key men, rank and file  
leaders, were educated and tra ined 
in  pa rliam enta ry  procedure, s trike  
tactics, and m ilita n t unionism . For 
one b rie f period, despite a l l the 
handicaps, i t  seemed as though the 
progressives would ca rry  the day.

T h is year the production season 
is alm ost over. B ut the seeds of 
clean, progressive, figh ting  union
ism Which the W.P. has succeeded 
in  im p lan ting  in  the m inds o f the 
auto union members w il l  bear fru it .

A t a meeting of the Chevrolet 
local held ton igh t, a thousand un 
ion men cheered the President of 
the loca l when he said: “ In  three 
weeks you won more than General 
M otors has granted any group of 
workers in  tw en ty  years. W hat 
can you do in  another six 
months! B u ild  the union fo r  the 
next, f ig h t.”  W a lte r Gunthrop, 
President of the Central Labor 
Union of Toledo, denounced the 
settlement as a bastard a ffa ir  whose 
m other was F rancis  J. D illo n . M id 
w ife  a t the b ir th  was James W ilson, 
Green’s personal representative, he 
stated. The men unanim ously 
pledged themselves to s tick  in  the 
union, th ro w  out the ir false leaders, 
and bu ild  the organization tow ard 
a figh t to a fin ish w ith  General 
Motors.

Ill. Jobless March on Capitol
(Continued from Page 1)

came ou t s im ultaneously w ith  the 
roa ring  banners on the “ hunger 
m arch”  th a t thousands o f do lla rs  
had been appropria ted fo r  the Great 
Lakes naval sta tion. O ther item s 
to ld  o f m illio ns  being expended fo r  
naval maneuvers in  the  Pacific. 
Yet, when the unemployed p e ti
tioned the Governor o f the state fo r  
redress in  the face o f fam ine and 
wholesale destitu tion , they were 
to ld  in  no uncertain, term s th a t a 
levy on an income ta x  was “ uncon- 
s titu tio n a L ”  In  the  coal camps, 
hovels and shacks o f the jobless, 
w h im pering  ch ildren starved. This, 
perhaps, is  “ constitu tiona l.”

Learn P o litica l Lesson
The unemployed o f the state 

learned the  p o lit ic a l lesson o f th e ir  
life . They were ta u g h t th a t the 
government o f I llin o is , lik e  its  b ig  
bro ther, the governm ent o f the 
U n ited States, was a government of 
a class—-the cap ita lis t class. I l 
lusion a fte r  illu s ion  were dispelled 
and the unemployed should rea lize 
by now th a t a program  o f action 
m ust assume defin ite p o lit ic a l cha r
acter i f  v ic to ry  is  to be acquired.

The marchers carried banners. 
“ U n ited W e E a t —  D iv ided W e 
Starve,”  the slogan o f the  figh ting  
N a tiona l Unemployed League was 
adopted as the  m ost popular banner 
o f I ll in o is ’ hunger arm y. “ We W ant 
W ork A t  Union Wages,”  “ Down 
W ith  The Sales T ax,”  “ Peed Us O r 
Shoot Us Down,”  “ T ax  The R ich,”  
“ We W an t She lter”  were others 
among a hundred o r more banners 
carried  by the marchers.

S trangely enough, a fte r  H orne r 
had issued a statem ent o f “ no t one 
cent,”  and H opkins “ no t one th in  
•dime”  fo r  the jobless, the I ll in o is  
Emergency R e lie f Commission came 
across w ith  $1,250,000 as a sop to  
the unemployed. O ther counties 
th rough  r ic h  donors and special

appropria tions began to  announce 
th a t some money was on hand. The 
hunger m archers had exerted pres
sure.

Federation Knifes Unemployed
As a  desperate resort to  under

m ine the th re a t o f the unemployed 
workers, M r. Söderström and M r. 
O lander, boss pa rro ts  and officers 
o f the State Federation of Labor, 
issued a  vic ious denunciation 
against the  I l l in o is  W orkers  A l l i 
ance and came o u t in  fa v o r o f the 
sales tax. Söderström, a Republic
an state leg is la tor, and O lander, a  
m em b er'o f the I ll in o is  Emergency 
R e lie f Commission, again stabbed 
the m ilita n t labor fnovement in  the 
back W ith  an irresponsib le charge 
th a t the jobless “ were a llie d  w ith  
the Chamber o f Commerce.”

A t the same tim e when the  hung
e r marchers, ta tte red and hungry, 
pe titioned the state to feed them, 
these tw o  a rch  labor tra ito rs  were 
eating in  r itz y  restaurants, sleeping 
in  swanky hotels and consorting 
w ith  the very enemies o f hungry 
men and Women, m any o f whom 
are  members o f the Federation o f 
Labor. We were compelled to  w i t 
ness again w e ll groomed, w e ll fed 
and w e ll cared labor a ris tocra ts  
¡spitting in  the  face o f the  masses 
who Were desperately try in g  to 
ave rt a ca lam ity  o f fam ine.

The I l l in o is  unemployed marched. 
They experienced some necessary 
p o lit ic a l lessons. They rehearsed in  
one o f the s im ple im m ediate strug 
gles. They’l l  m arch again. They 
w i l l  m arch in  la rge r numbers, bet
te r  organized and know ing  more 
about th is  th in g  ca lled the  class 
struggle. In  the m eantim e the fig h t 
continues. The jobless w i l l  refuse 
to s tarve in  silence. They w i l l  re 
fuse to  be satisfied w ith  a “ bean 
order.”

REA D T H E  N E W  M IL IT A N T .

H E A R T E D  SUPPORT NOW  CAN 
PRODUCE T H A T  T Y P E  OF 
P A P E R !

I  have three m ore to get on my 
in d iv id u a l quota o f ten subs, and 
I ’l l  get them somehow. One s tu 
dent, one housewife, a n  S. P. secre
ta ry , a m ach in is t and a p il l o f h is  
(vocation unknow n), a p r in te r and 
a shop forem an comprise m y catch 
to date. I  sha ll go gunn ing fo r  a 
school teacher, a m in is te r and sha ll 
give the ten th  sub to an unem
ployed friend, instead o f seeing 
“ Goin’ to  Town.”  Now isn ’t  th a t 
sacrific ing  fo r  the P a r ty ! B u t a fte r 
a ll Mae W est W ill a lw ays be Mae 
West, w h ile  th a t sub m ig h t make 
a W.P. member ou t o f  a good Dem
ocra t !

H ow  about it?  A l l  together fo r 
a fina l two-week’s d rive !

CARA COOK, 
Form er Manager, 

New M ilita n t
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Letters to the Editor
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Dear E d ito r :

So I  was hanging on a subway 
s trap  Monday m orning, and I  read 
on the fro n t page o f the New Y ork  
Times,

“ A . F. o f L . o ffic ia ls  here (T o le 
do) are irke d  a t the influence w h ich  
A. J. M uste o f the W orkers P a rty  
appears to  have w ith  the le ft-w ing  
members o f the s tr ik e  committee,”  
so I  step a l l  over the gent’s toes in  
appreciation, and say “ A tta  boy”  
r ig h t ou t loud, and several people 
look a t me, and the gent gets’ up 
and gives me h is  seat— maybe he 
thought I  was ta lk in g  to  h im !

W hich doesn’t  have m uch to  do 
d ire c tly  w ith  the M anager’s request 
th a t I  w r ite  something fo r  the New 
M il ita n t  campaign,— b u t I  though t 
I ’d m ention i t  anyway. A fte r a ll,
“ influence”  o f the W . P. does de
pend a  m igh ty  lo t on the New M il i 
ta n t too.

I  understand the sub campaign 
is on ly  so-so, and there  is on ly h a lf 
a m onth le ft. Personally I  lik e  to 
w o rk  “ unde f pressure”  a t the last 
m inute, and perhaps many com
rades are p lanning to  send in  most 
o f th e ir  subs between now and June 
1, bu t there w i l l  have to be some 
ta l l  h u s tlin g !

V is itin g  headquarters T hear ru 
mors o f an enlarged paper, a da ily , 
a b i-m onth ly  supplement, e igh t 
pages, etc. And apparently  the 
m ain obstacle to  tak in g  the plunge 
is  no t having qu ite  adequate sup
po rt in  pushing the paper from  the 
branches and membership as a 
whole. I t ’s m y guess th a t i f  th is  
campaign were to approach closely 
100 percent success, the New M il i 
ta n t would im m ediate ly come out 
la rge r or more frequently.

W ith  a la rge r paper, its  charac
te r inev itab ly  improves. In  m y own 
case, fo r  example, i t  hasn’t  been 
easy to sell the New M il ita n t  “ as 
she is”  in  the w ilds  .of W orcester,
Mass., open - shop, middle-class- 
m inded c ity . B u t I  am sure a 
la rge r paper would be more com
prehensive and complete in  its  view- 
I>oint and presentation o f news, and 
so easier to promote. O nly W H O LE -

W O R K E R S
Protect Yourselves Against the 

Hasards of L ife . Join the 
W O R KM EN’S S IC K  ft D E A TH  
B E N E F IT  F U N D  O F T H E  U.S.

1884-1985
Organized, managed by and fo r  

workers w ith  on ly  one purpose: 
to  render pro tection to  members 
and th e ir  fam ilies, and to  sup
po rt a l l endeavors and strugg les 
fo r  the im provem ent o f to ilers.

About 50,000 members' organ
ized in  350 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord
in g  to  age a t en try. S ick Benefit 
paymests from  $360 to  $900— to 
men and women, according to 
classes.

M on th ly  assessments from  45c 
to  $2.20.

F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tion  apply 
to M a in  Office:
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N .Y .

Dance, Entertainment and Games
Saturday. M ay 25th —  8:30 p» m.

a t
420 E A S T N IN E T E E N T H  S T R E E T  

given by
Branch 1 W orkers P a rty  and Spartacus Y outh  League

D A N C IN G R E FR E S H M E N TS  

H a t Check 20 Cents

GAMES

REA D  T H E  NEW  M IL IT A N T .

May Book Sale
DISCO UN TS FRO M  20-50%

♦
Including works of M arx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky, etc. 

M any second hand books.
W rite  fo r New Catalog—Just O ff the Press.

♦
P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  

96 F ifth  Avenue, New Y ork C ity

O PEN U N T IL  7 P.M .
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M A R C H  O F  E V E N T S
in mi 'By JACK WEBER ~

The ‘American Approach’
In  Belgium  . . .

Social Democracy again proves 
its  role as a brake on the w ork ing  
class in  its  s trugg le against capi
ta lism . W ith  the existence o f a 
M a rx is t p a rty  in  Belgium , the p o lit 
ic a l c ris is  th rough  w hich th a t coun
t r y  has been passing could have 
been u tilized  to d irec t the p ro le ta r
ia t  in  m il ita n t struggle fo r  the pu r
pose of achieving as a f irs t  step a 
w orkers ’ government. B u t a revo
lu tio n a ry  p a rty  d id  not ex is t there, 
ow ing in  la rgest measure to the 
c rim in a l blunders and betrayals o f 
S ta lin ism . Social Democracy re
ta ins  its  power over the trade  un
ions and in  the p o lit ic a l ac tiv ities  
o f the masses. B u t w ith in  the ranks 
o f the socialist Labor P a rty  o f B e l
gium , the most advanced workers, 
absorbing some o f the b itte r  les
sons o f the German defeat, have 
been s lo w ly  m oving to the le ft. The 
deep-going cris is  o f cap ita lism  pro
duced the ob jective conditions fo r 
the rap id  g row th  o f such a le ft 
w ing, bu t its  leadership could only 
accommodate its e lf  to the pressure 
o f the re fo rm is t leaders a t the r ig h t 
and thus held back the workers in 
stead o f arousing them to  m ilita n t 
action.

*  *  *

Coalition Gov’t . . .
In  Belg ium , as in  France, fas

cism  is a g row ing  menace to the 
w ork ing  class. The Belgian k in g  
is in  close touch w ith  the forces of 
reaction and the m onarchy w i l l  be 
u tilized  w ith o u t a doubt in  the a t
tem pt to  save the  cap ita lis t system 
by handing the power to the ex
trem e reactionaries who w i l l  crush 
a l l  w orkers ’ organ izations unless 
the w orkers seize the power and 
liqu ida te  the m onarchy a t the same 
time. F a r fro m  preparing the 
masses fo r  th is  revo lu tiona ry  task, 
the Social Democracy is rendering 
them passive. Instead o f breaking 
w ith  the bourgeoisie as the firs t 
step in  the defense o f the workers 
against fascism, the betraying 
leaders o f the Labor P a rty  have 
jo ined in  the  coa litio n  m in is try . 
The m ilita n t w orkers have demand
ed s tra ig h t along th a t in  the p o lit 
ic a l c ris is  accompanying the eco
nomic one, the Labor P a rty  take 
over the governm ent alone. B u t 
there is  no th ing th a t socia list lead
ers fear so much as power, fo r then 
they cannot re ject the basic de
mands o f the w o rk ing  class w ith 
ou t standing naked and exposed. 
The en try  of Vandervelde, De Man 
and the “ le ft is t”  Spaak in to  the 
Van Zeeland coa lition  shows once 
more how reform ism  creates i l lu 
sions among the w orkers by de
nouncing cap ita lism  loud ly  in  words 
in  order the bette r to  save the 
cap ita lis t ( “ dem ocratic” ) system in 
deeds. Vandervelde requires the 
bourgeoisie in  the coa lition  so as 
to avoid complete exposure when

he tram ples on the needs of the 
masses.

*  *  *

The Effects . . .
I t  is c lear from  the circumstances 

surrounding the fo rm ation  of the 
coa lition  m in is try  th a t the socia list 
workers, the ran k  and file, were op
posed to th is  be traya l and to class 
co llabora tion a t th is  juncture . For 
the en try  was in  the na ture o f a 
icoup d ’etat, an accomplished fact, 
pu t over not m erely on the Labor 
P arty , bu t on the Central Commit
tee o f the p a rty  as Well. T h is  
throw s the clearest lig h t possible 
on the a ttitud e  o f these misleaders 
towards “ le ga lity .”  They would 
have the workers fo llow  the course 
perm itted to them by finance cap
ita l in  the strugg le to overthrow  
the bourgeoisie, bu t they reserve to 
themselves the r ig h t to act “ il le g a l
ly ”  fo r the benefit of the bourgeois
ie in  the ranks o f the w o rk ing  
class. T h is  act on the p a rt o f the 
reactionaries w i l l  have w ide reper
cussions. The desertion o f the le ft 
w ing  by its  leader Spaak, who also 
jo ined the m in is try  (h is  rew ard fo r 
th is  fo u l treachery), prevented an 
im m ediate sp lit, since the le ft 
forces in  the Labor . P a rty  were 
th row n in to  confusion. Neverthe
less the le ft  w in g  continued its  pub
lica tio n  o f “ Action  Socialiste”  and 
denounced the coa lition  government, 
s ta ting : “ We again reaffirm  our be
lie f  in  the revo lu tiona ry  road to 
Socialism. C oalition is d isastrous.” 
The s itua tion  in  the Labor P arty  
a t present is  a rea l test q f the le f t 
is t forces and m ay resu lt in  rap id  
progress to  a rea l M a rx is t basis. 
Thus a deputy fro m  Brussels de
clared in  the  Special Congress 
called to “ ra t i f y ”  the fa it accom
p li: “ I  am convinced now more 
than ever th a t w ith  these methods 
(compromise) cap ita lism  w i l l  never 
be conqjuered. We have behind us 
b itte r  events— Germany, A us tria—  
isn ’t  th a t suffic ient th a t we should 
learn? We m ust have more confi
dence in  the power o f the  w ork ing  
class— in  our own strength— the 
tim e w i l l  come when our voice w i l l  
be heard— the voice of R evolution
a ry  Socialism .”

The struggle against coa lition 
w i l l  tend to un ite  the le ft cen tris t 
forces and aid  them to  reach the 
advanced workers. T h is  also in 
volves the struggle against De Man 
fo r p u ttin g  in to  effect h is  entire 
“ Labor P lan”  w h ich  w ould involve 
the tak in g  of power by a 'workers’ 
government, and not m erely por
tions o f it ,  as De Man now pro
poses. In  th is  f ig h t the Bolsheviks 
m ust come to  the aid o f the revo
lu tio n a ry  workers in  the Labor 
P a rty . In  the course of common 
struggle the Bolsheviks can w in  
over these forces fo r a rea l m ilita n t 
s trugg le  against fascism and fo r 
w orkers ’ power.

(Ed. Note: This is the second of 
a series of articles by Comrade 
Must«. The th ird  artic le  w ill 
appear next week.)

*  *  »

By A. J . M USTE  
I I .

There is another dea advanced 
by Comrade Budenz w hich along 
w ith  certa in  valuable suggestions 
exh ib its  the same ind iv idua lism , un
rea lity , “ other-world liness,”  the 
pioneer’s longing fo r  a fresh start, 
the yearn ing fo r  the ideal, as the 
conceptions we have been discus
sing. The “ Am erican approach”  
means, he suggests, th a t in  b u ild 
ing the Am erican revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  we m ust make a fresh s tart. 
The movement in  th is  country must 
be “ foot-loose from  the bro ils  of 
European rad ica lism .”  Our w ork
ers and farm ers are “ nauseated 
w ith  the charges and counter
charges of ‘opportunism ,’ ‘renegad- 
ism ,’ etc. w h ich f i l l  the rad ica l a ir .”  
They are “ fed up on the neuras
thenic fic tions w h ich  one rad ica l 
group must, as a m a tte r o f duty, 
create about the other— m uddying 
the waters and h id ing  the lesson of 
correct tactics.”

There is here, be i t  said in  pass
ing, a h in t th a t i t  is  on ly European 
rad ica lism  w h ich is a fflic ted  w ith  
broils, th a t Am erican rad ica lism  
would be free  of them i f  these bad 
Europeans had not brought them 
over or if ,  perhaps, foo lish A m eri
cans had not im ita ted  the Europ
eans. There is  sure ly no founda
tion  in  fa c t fo r  such an assump
tion  o f the peaceableness of A m er
icans, red or any other color, and 
a tendency is evident here to s lip  
in to  language which m igh t easily 
be given a n a tion a lis tic  in te rp re ta 
tion  w’h ich its  au tho r would be the 
firs t to disown.

Mud-SUnging Methods
Now thqre is no question tha t 

rad ica l parties and groups have 
sometimes devoted tim e and energy 
to w rang ling  over non-essentials or 
issues th a t had become dead. I t  is 
also true  th a t controversy has de
scended a t times to  the level of 
pe tty sniping. The C. P. has pu r
sued a po licy of m ud-slinging, char
acter-assassination (a t th is  very 
moment directed against Comrade 
Budenz), ly ing , double-crossing, 
breaking up meetings o f other 
groups, w h ich  have introduced a 
dem ora lization and bitterness in to  
the rad ica l movement. W ith  any 
protest against any o f these ten
dencies wherever they may appear, 
the W.P. w i l l  associate itse lf. I t  
has taken and w i l l  take the lead in 
the e ffo rt to eradicate them.

B ut there is  here a lum ping to 
gether o f a ll controversies in  the 
rad ica l movement and the sugges
tion  th a t they are not over serious 
and genuine issues bu t the product 
of “ neurasthenic fic tions”  which 
each rad ica l group has to trum p  up 
against the others as a ju s tifica tion  
fo r  its  own existence. A re the dis-

The Use of Polemics 
In the Labor 

Movement
cussions which have indeed iaged 
fu rio us ly  many times in  the rad
ica l movement thus to be discussed 
as the ravings of neurasthenics 
about fictions? W as there not a rea l 
issue between M arx  and the U to
pian socialists? Or M a rx  and 
Bakunin? And was i t  not essential 
to the advancement o f the w ork ing  
class tha t these issues be fough t 
out and clarified? To take another 
illu s tra tio n , comrade Budenz would 
be the last to argue th a t there is 
no rea l issue as between the Social- 
democrat and the revo lu tion is t or 
tha t i t  is not necessary to break the 
hold of the Social-democracy on the 
m ind o f the w o rk ing  class.

The Issue a t Hand
I t  re a lly  comes down, then, to the 

question as to whether the conflict 
between the C.P. and the W.P., be
tween the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l and 
those who have raised the banner 
of the New, F ourth , In te rna tiona l, 
has to do w ith  s ign ificant issues. 
B u t to ask th is  question is to an
swer i t !  Conceivably an honest 
w orker may be on one side o r the 
other in  the controversy, and we do 
not class those workers who d iffe r 
from  us as counter-revo lu tion ists 
and social-fascists (a  breed that, 
seems suddenly to be as ex tinc t as 
the dodo). B u t every day in  the 
fie ld our comrades encounter Yhvse 
who belong to the C. P. or are un
der its  influence. They m ust be 
equipped to reason w ith  them. W hat 
else should a responsible w orker do 
w ith  other workers?

Furtherm ore, the Issues of the 
un ited fron t, the trade union policy 
of the C.P., social-fascism, p a rty  
and workers’ democracy, socialism 
in  one country, the fo re ign  po licy 
of the Soviet Union, cannot be d is 
missed as un im portant, “ neuras
thenic fic tions,”  any more than the 
controversy between M arx  and the 
Utopians, or Lenin and the Social- 
Democrats could be. The advent 
o f Fascism, the reasons w hy the 
workers’ movement d id  not prevent 
it ,  the debacle of the C.P. in  Ger
many, the fac t th a t in  seven years, 
and such years, the T h ird  In te rn a 
tional, c la im ing to be the general 
s ta ff o f the w orld  revo lu tionary 
movement, has had .no congress—  
a ll th is, the W.P. claims, can only 
mean th a t the w o rk ing  class of the 
w orld  has entered upon a new 
epoch, as t ru ly  as a new epoch 
dawned w ith  the debacle o f the 
Second In te rn a tion a l in  1,914.

Confronted w ith  such a s itua tion , 
the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard must 
f irs t decide whether the basic p rin 
ciples of the movement rem ain o r 
whether a new set is to be worked 
out. The W.P. bases its e lf  upon the 
p r in c ip le ^  of M a rx  and Lenin. No

one has come fo rw a rd  w ith  any 
others th a t m e rit serious consider
ation.

The Point of Departure
I t  then becomes necessary to ask 

how the basic princ ip les have been 
perverted, m isapplied, departed 
from . How  can the revo lu tiona ry  
movement possibly go on, unless i t  
is sim ply to make a leap in  the 
dark, save on the basis of an evalu
ation  o f the past, its  successes and 
its  fa ilu res? Since when has i t  be
come scientific and rea lis tic  fo r  a 
movement not to s trive  earnestly to 
benefit by its  own experience? To 
propose to “ s ta rt from  scra tch”  
w ith  a brand-new revo lu tiona ry  
movement is to cry fo r  the moon. 
We cannot w ipe out h is to ry. Our 
opponents w i l l  ta lk  about i t  i f  we 
do not. I t  is not even true th a t the 
w orkers of the U. S. are nauseated 
w ith  discussion o f these issues. 
Most o f them do not know anyth ing 
about them, i t  is true. They are 
uninterested, ra the r than nauseated. 
B u t w i l l  any one say th a t there is 
less discussion in  the S.P. fo r  ex
ample, or among the more advanced 
workers generally, about revo lu
tiona ry  princip les and the evalua
tion  of European events, etc. than 
a few years ago?

Less now than ever before is i t  
possible or advisable fo r  the revo
lu tio n a ry  movement in  the U. S. to 
ignore o r isolate its e lf  fro m  Europ
ean or world-experience. As capi
ta lism  in  the U.S. ra p id ly  approach
es the same stage o f development 
as in  Euroean countries and re
sorts to much the same devices to 
th w a rt the labor movement, we can 
learn very d irec t and specific les
sons from  European experience. 
Fascism is not a remote o r abstract 
issue fo r  Am erican W orkers. W ar 
is not a remote or abstract issue 
fo r us. Furtherm ore, they are in 
terna tional, not na tiona l issues. 
S t ill fu rth e r, i t  is u tte r ly  impossible 
to comprehend w h a t is happening 
to the pocket-book, the home, the 
dinner-table o f Am erican workers 
and farm ers, o r to  devise a way 
out, save by an understanding of 
w hat is happening to w o rld -ca p ita l
ism and o f w ha t the w ork ing  class 
of a l l lands can do about it.

U nity— Its  Real Meaning
One o ther po in t in  th is  connec

tion. I t  is  true  th a t the Workers 
desire un ity . They m ust achieve 
u n ity  in  order to w in  th e ir  free
dom. B u t a revo lu tion is t has no 
business to lapse in to  sen tim enta lity  
o r muddle-headedness. As we have 
pointed out on other occasions, 
there was a un ited labo r movement 
in  A ustria , bu t i t  w ent down before 
’Fascism because i t  was un ited on 
a false, social-democratic, basis. We 
m ust not, therefore, seek to evade 
tlie  controversy as to w hat is the 
sound basis fo r  un ity . Rather m ust 
we fig h t w ith  a ll the m ental re
sources a t ou r command fo r our 
conception as to w ha t th a t basis is.

A re we then to become a “ debat-

The Forgotten Men in America’s No-Mans Land
Ward H. Rogers Tells Stirring Story 

O f Share-Croppers Battle
By H A R R Y  STRANG  

“The p light and struggle of the 
exploited sharecroppers of A r
kansas are ■ an in tegral part of 
the plight and struggle of the 
whole Am erican w orking class. 
I t  is quite logical, therefore, that 
the Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
should be p art of the committee 
supporting my appeal against a  
six-month’s sentence for ‘anar
chy.’ The Southern Tenant F ann
ers Union appreciates this sup
port. I  wish the Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense every success in  
its effort to build a nation-wide, 
fighting defense body including  
workers of many political a ffilia 
tions.”

Thus W ard H . Rodgers, class w ar 
v ic tim  o f the Arkansas p lan ta tion  
struggles now tou ring  the East on 
behalf of h is union, o f whose ex
ecutive he is a member, wound up 
a b rie f address to  members o f the 
New Y ork  N .P.L.D. a t th e ir  reor
ganization meeting la s t week. Rod
gers, who w i l l  speak in  many eas
te rn  c ities du rin g  the next two 
months, was unanim ously elected 
an honorary member o f the new 
Executive Board o f the N .P.L.D . at 
th is  meeting.

In terviewed a fte r the meeting, 
Rodgers to ld  something o f the s itu 
a tion  in  Arkansas, the figh t o f his 
union and his own persecution at 
the hands o f the landowning class.

“ Our union is  made up o f share
croppers. A  sharecropper is a man 
who owns noth ing bu t his own 
labor-power. Generally, w hether 
Negro or white, he has no vote. He 
lives on a great p lan ta tion  and 
farm s a l i t t le  corner o f it .  The 
p lan ta tion  owner furn ishes him , 
th a t is gives h im  seed, a mule, tools 
and food, as Well as a ro tten  clap
board shack. The cropper and his 
fa m ily  w ork a l l year, p lan ting , cu l
tiva tin g , p icking.

NRA a New Burden
“ He is supposed to get h a lf the 

m arke t price b rought by the crop. 
T h a t would be l i t t le  enough. . . . 
bu t by the tim e the land lo rd  gets 
through w ith  h is ‘deducts’— whe
ther reckoned honestly or w ith  a

crooked pencil— the cropper gets 
next to nothing. The new policies 
of Roosevelt mean no th ing to the 
cropper— except th a t some o f the 
most energetic among them have 
been forced off the land altogether 
to starve W ith the urban -unem
ployed.

“ Poverty, illite ra c y , tuberculosis, 
pellagra, m alaria , s tarva tion  . . . 
tha t is the life  s to ry  of the share
croppers o f Arkansas as w e ll as o f 
other parts o f the country. In  A r 
kansas the average fa m ily  earns 
about $300 a year. H a lf the popu
la tion  of the state are- liv in g  off 
tha t much— i f  you can c a ll i t  l i v 
ing.”

The croppers have been promised 
salvation a thousand times, but 
they never got a step nearer u n til 
they began to take th e ir fa te  in 
the ir own hands. When Rodgers 
and others began to  organize the 
Southern Tenant Farm ers Union 
last Ju ly , the croppers- a t Tyronza 
went fo r  i t  in  a b ig  way. Today, 
according to Rodgers, i t  has 10,000 
members in 50 locals in  eastern 
Arkansas, w ith  a few in  southern 
M issouri and eastern Oklahoma. I t  
has held the /la rgest ma&s meetings 

‘ever held in the h is to ry  of Arkansas 
— and held them in  the face of a 
fierce government-backed terror- 
campaign launched by the landown
ers.

Color issue Raised
“ I  used to h itch -h ike  When I  went 

out organizing,”  Rodgers related, 
“ and i t  was qu ite  safe. We started 
in  the summer apd the owners 
thought i t  was ju s t a l i t t le  pre
election s tun t by p o lit ic a l fakers. 
E lection passed, and we went on 
organizing the union. We took in  
Negroes and white, m ixed up in  the 
same union. We showed the crop
pers th a t m ilita n t u n ity  is  the on ly 
road, tha t class m atters ra the r than 
color. The union grew.

“ Then the owners changed th e ir 
a ttitude. They did  not w a it fo r  us 
to s trike . They raised the color 
issue. Then, before we could even 
pose demands, the te rro r began, and 
now I  can’t  move around in  N orth  
Eastern Arkansas safely even in  a

high-powered ear. Deputies, n igh t- 
riders, vig ilantes are the exp lo iters ’ 
answer to  the croppers’ f irs t move 
to im prove th e ir  liv in g  conditions.”

Rodgers outlined some of the acts 
of te rro r perpetrated by the agents 
o f the landowners. A  few of them 
fo llow .

On November 20, 1934: W. H. 
S tultz, President of the Union, and 
three organizers were arrested and 
ja iled  w h ile  organ iz ing Cross 
County. They were held in  ja i l  fo r 
40 days. A t the t r ia l  in  February 
the judge ordered a ve rd ic t of “ Not 
g u ilty .”  The union meeting was 
broken up by Sheriff Stacy who 
acted on orders from  p lan ta tion  
owners near P a rk in  and Earle, A r 
kansas. A  gang o f gunmen accom
panied Sheriff Stacy, inc lud ing  
F loyd Roberts, p lan ter, O. It. Bel- 
ford, p lan ta tion  r id e r (fo rem an), 
W. W. Hazlip , Justice o f the Peace, 
and W alls Campbell, Justice o f the 
Peace a t P ark in , Arkansas. O. R. 
Be lfo rd  took charge o f A. B. Brook
ins, Negro m in is te r and Chaplain of 
the Union and beat h im  so badly 
tha t i t  was necessary fo r Sheriff 
Stacy to secure m edical treatm ent.

On January 26, 1935, Rodgers 
was arrested a t M arked Tree, w h ile  
addressing a meeting of Negro and- 
w h ite  croppers. F red H. Stafford, 
deputy prosecuting A tto rney fo r 
Poinsett County had been stationed 
w ith  his stenographer a t the edge 
o f the crowd w ith  the evident in 
tention o f fram in g  someone. Rod
gers was tr ie d  fo r “ anarchy”  by a 
ju ry  composed of 11 planters and 
business men and 1 tenant farm er. 
He was sentenced to s ix  months 
and a fine o f $500. The case is 
now on appeal.

Threaten Lynchings
On February 1 Lucien Koch and 

Robert Reed, both of Common
wealth College, A rk ., were fo rc ib ly  
taken from  a church a t G ilmore, 
Arkansas by an armed mob ca rry 
ing a rope w ith  w h ich  to lynch 
them. Both were severely beaten 
and “ p isto l whipped.”  The mob 
was led by Jake Lewis, a p lan ta 
tion  r id e r and Benton Moore, fo rm 
e rly  an officer o f the law  in  C ritte n 
den County.

On February 2 Rodgers, Koch, 
A tley  Delaney and Robert Baker 
were arrested and ja ile d  by J. Mays, 
c ity  m arsha ll o f Lepanto, Arkansas.

They were terrorized w h ile  in  ja i l  
by a mob of p lanters who th rea t
ened to lynch them. They were 
held in  a flooded cell fo r  three days 
w ith o u t adequate food o r fire.

On February 9 Powers Hapgood, 
of the Socia list P a rty  and several 
union officials were prevented from  
ho ld ing a meeting a t B irdsong by 
planters and officers.

On M arch 6 W il l  Irv in g , share
cropper and union member was shot 
in  the arm  by a p lan ta tion  ride r 
named Lancaster.

On M arch 16 Norman Thomas, H. 
L. M itche ll, John H e rling  and H ow 
ard Kester were manhandled and 
slugged by a drunken mob o f p lan t
ers and officers a t Birdsong. Bob 
F raz ie r of Tyronza, Arkansas, re
puted head of the recently organ
ized K u  K lu x  K la n  was in  the mob. 
There were many prom inent p la n t
ers in  the mob who took no active 
pa rt except to  encourage the others.

On M arch 21 a mob, many of 
whom are identified, attem pted to 
lynch Rev. A. B. Brookins, Union 
Chaplain and organizer a t M arked 
Tree, Arkansas. A fte r  the mob had 
fa iled  on fou r occasions to lure 
Brookins from  his cabin they turned 
the ir guns upon his home and r id 
dled i t  w ith  bullets. B rookins is 
in  hiding.

On M arch 22 W ‘. H. S tu ltz  was 
taken to the office o f Ohapman-Dew- 
ey Land Co. in M arked Tree by A. 
C. Spillings, F red Bradsher and 
Bob Frazier. S tu ltz  was to ld  by 
Frazier and Bradsher th a t they 
would personally see to i t  tha t 
“ Youi- bra ins are blown out and 
your body th row n in to  the St. 
Francis R ive r.”

On M arch 26 the home o f C. T. 
Carpenter o f M arked Tree, a ttorney 
fo r the union, was fired upon by 
v ig ilan tes in  M arked Tree.

Shoot Union Men
On A p r i l 1 W a lte r Moskop, one 

o f the members of the tr io  w h ich 
toured eastern cities in  behalf of 
the Southern Tenant Farm ers’ U n
ion, escaped from  his home when 
he was to ld  by his eleven year old 
boy th a t the v ig ilantes were clos
ing in  on home to k i l l  h im . Andy 
Sm ith, r id in g  boss fo r  Chapman- 
Dewey, la y  in  h id ing  throughout 
the day near Moskop’s home. Mos
kop is a native of Arkansas and 
has had his home in  M arked Tree

fo r years.
On A p r i l 2 the home of El B. 

M cKinney, another member o f the 
pa rty  which toured the east in  the 
in te rest of the un ion and vice- 
president o f the union, was riddled 
w ith  more than f i f ty  bullets w h ile  
his fa m ily  and some friends were 
inside. Two men were badly shot 
and the en tire  household terrorized 
when the mob to ld  them th a t un
less they a ll le ft M arked Tree w ith 
in  24 hours they would be k illed .

The Federal government, tha t 
friend  o f the oppressed, sent an in 
vestigator to Arkansas, Mrs. M ary 
Connor Myers. She d idn ’t  lik e  to 
make troub le  fo r the p lanta tion 
owners, bu t so te rrib le  is the p ligh t 
of the croppers, so obvious the 
crimes against them, th a t her re 
port necessarily reflected some c r it 
icism o f the landowners’ methods. 
As a resu lt, the Departm ent of A g 
r ic u ltu re  and the A A A  have sup
pressed the Myers report. Senator 
Robinson o f Arkansas, Roosevelt’s 
floor-leader in  the upper House of 
Congress, uses his power to block 
a ll requests fo r the pub lica tion  of 
the report. He vetoes any Federal 
in te rven tion  on beha lf of the crop
pers.

The Federal government knows 
w hat is going on in  Arkansas, 
and it  wants nobqdy else to know 
about i t  or to do anything about 
it !

N .P .L.D . Aids Defense
Rodgers stated th a t the only 

solution is fu r th e r organization and 
fu rth e r struggle. He said that, 
since the te rro r was loosed against 
the croppers, the union has moved 
ahead. “ Down in  Arkansas we are 
fighters,”  he says. “ When the own
ers began to figh t the union, the 
croppers came to the sensible con
clusion th a t a union m ust be a good 
th in g  fo r  the croppers. So in  they 
came, and no te rro r can stop them.”

Rodgers case comes before the 
higher cou rt of Arkansas in  Octo
ber. H is  defense is being handled 
by a union com m ittee which has 
the backing o f the W ard H. Rodgers 
Defense Committee, a jo in t  body 
inc lud ing the W orkers P arty , the 
Socia list P arty , the I.W .W ., the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, unions 
and other bodies. I f  th is  committee 
succeeds in  ra is ing  the needed funds 
and b ring ing  aggressive pressure

ing society”  o r an “ academy o f 
theoreticians?”  I f  by tha t is meant 
th a t we have vigorous in te rna l 
discussions over rea l issues, in  the 
na tiona l and in te rna tiona l sphere, 
we say, By a ll m eans: no organiz
ation  has any v ita l ity  w h ich does 
not have th a t sort o f in te rna l life . 
I f ,  however, i t  is meant tha t we 
ta lk  and w rite , bu t do not act, tha t 
we develop an ingrow n pa rty , the 
answer is tha t we sha ll pe rm it tha t 
to happen a t our pe ril. A ga in  and 
again we say, the P a rty  m ust get 
in to  the class struggle, yes, here 
in  the U.S.A. I t  m ust prove itse lf 
in  action, and i f  i t  does not, i t  w i l l  
be th row n in to  the garbage-can, 
where i t  would belong, by the w o rk
ing class. Theory is  w ith  us the 
guide to action and is to be tested 
in  action.

Tbe Question of Stalinism
A re we to be an “ a n ti-S ta lin is t”  

ra the r than an “ a n ti-ca p ita lis t”  
party?  I t  seems to me th a t there 
are certa in comrades in  the P arty  
who from  d iffe rent angles take an 
un rea lis tic  view o f the m atte r here 
raised. On the one hand, there are 
comrades who to a ll in ten ts  and 
purposes say th a t we have to an
swer the S ta lin is ts ’ arguments and 
i f  we do th a t we can dispose of 
them and go ahead, and those who 
from  a s lig h tly  d iffe ren t angle con
tend th a t u n t il the C.P. has been 
put out o f the running, by whatever 
means, there is very l i t t le  we can 
do.

For one th ing , the S ta lin is t a r
guments have a ll been answered, 
bu t th a t has not made the C.P. 
disappear. The arguments o f the 
cap ita lis ts  have a l l been answered 
too. O nly comrades w ith  a very 
academic, in te llec tua lis tic , i.e. non- 
M arx ian, approach could possibly 
th in k  th a t arguments, ora l or w r i t 
ten, by themselves, dispose o f in s ti
tu tions and organizations. We have 
to dem onstrate to the workers not 
on ly tha t we can w in  a debate W ith 
the C.P., but th a t we can o ffe r them 
a liv in g  a lte rna tive , a revo lu tion 
ary  p a rty  th a t can actua lly  function  
in  the class struggle. Obviously, i f  
we have to prove th a t we can func
tion  in  order to w in  the leadership 
of the workers as against opponent 
parties, we have to function  w h ile  
these parties s t i l l  exist and are also 
a t work. Who would expect to be 
otherwise in  the w o rld  o f rea lity?  
Who can give the m atter a mo
ment’s though t and then propose 
tha t we pu t o ff trade union w ork  
u n til the C.P. has been liqu idated 
ra the r than contest the field in  the 
unions now w ith  the C. P.? Yes, 
comrades, again: P ro ject the pa rty  
in to  the class strugg le !

The Ostrich Method
On the other hand, there are 

comrades who p ra c tica lly  take the 
position th a t the P a rty  should ig 
nore the existence o f the C.P. “ sim 
ply go ahead w ith  its  w ork ,”  spread 
its  an ti-cap ita lis t message, bu ild  
branches, help organize the unem
ployed, enter the unions, etc., but 
eschew controversy e ither about 
princip les o r p rac tica l m atters. I f  
the comrades referred to in  the pre
ceding paragraph suffer p r im a rily  
from  being academic, these la tte r  
comrades are a fflic ted  w ith  a senti
mental outlook. I t  w ould indeed be 
pleasant i f  there were no serious 
controversies in  the w ork ing  class, 
i f  they were a ll engaged in a un ited 
a ttack  on the cap ita lis t system. B u t 
then the revo lu tion w ould be here! 
The w o rld  does not happen to be as 
we would like  it. In  the rea l w o rld  
we must figh t those who mislead 
the w ork ing  class in order to f ig h t 
cap ita lism  effectively. In  any event, 
they w il l  a ttack  us and leave us no 
a lte rna tive  but to f ig h t.

And though argum ent about p rin 
ciples does not of itse lf suffice to 
wrest leadership from  an opponent 
party, i t  is ju s t as true tha t in 
order to achieve leadership the 
P arty  m ust do more than conduct 
picket lines. I t  must demonstrate 
its in te llec tua l superiority . P a rtly  
because oidy thus can the most ad
vanced and in te llige n t workers and 
in te llectua ls be won.. Chiefly, lie- 
cause the P a rty ’s job is not merely 
to conduct a series o f skirm ishes 
w ith  the em ploying class, bu t no th
ing less than leadership in  the over
th row  of capita lism . The P arty  
must have in te llec tua l competence 
and satis fy  the advanced workers 
tha t i t  has.

The ¡Job Before Us
I t  makes a tremendous difference, 

however, whether the a ttack on 
•Stalinism is regarded as a means 
or as an end. whether we th in k  of 
ourselves or act ns i t  we considered 
ourselves c ritics  of another pa rty  
w h ich is a fte r a lj to do the job or 
whether we are rea lly  conscious o f 
being the revo lu tionary p a rty  whose 
task is to ra lly  the workers fo r  the 
assault on capitalism , which ju s t i
fies its e lf in  action on a broader 
and broader scale, and pays ju s t 
so much a tten tion to other parties 
as may be necessary as an incident 
in tha t m a jo r task. We are the 
an ti-cap ita lis t, an ti- im pe ria lis t, rev
o lu tionary  P a rty  and our pre-occu
pation is not w ith  the C.P. bu t w ith  
the cap ita lis t system in  the U. S. 
and throughout the w orld— the sys
tem w h ich w ith  our sister parties 
we aim  to  overthrow.

(The th ird  artic le  of Comrade 
Muste’s series w ill appear next 
week.)

Question
Box

* By A. W E A V 1B  ’

on the p lan ta tion  owners of A rkan 
sas, Rodgers m ay yet be saved from  
a six-m onths’ sentence in  ja il.  To 
save h im  would be a rea l a id  to 
the share-croppers and the ir union, 
o f w h ich  he is  a leading m ilita n t.

S. W ., P H IL A D E L P H IA —
Question: Do not S talin  and 

other of his followers prove that 
Lenin claimed that it  was possible 
to completely build a Socialist so
ciety in  the Soviet Union alone?

Answer. The sole theoretica l ju s 
tifica tio n  given by the S ta lin is ts  
fo r the “ theory of Socialism in  
one cou n try ” consists o f two quo
tations from  Lenin, one from  his 
a rtic le  on the U n ited States of 
Europe, w ritte n  in  1915, and the 
other fro m  his unfinished a rtic le  on 
Cooperation, w ritte n  in  1923. Every
th ing  else tha t M arx, Engels and 
Lenin said, wrote, o r d id  is ignored, 
as are the programs of the P a rty  
and Young Communist League du r
ing the October period and a ll the 
opinions expressed by the P a rty  
leaders du ring  th a t time, inc lud ing 
those of the now-supporters of the 
“ theory.”

Space does not pe rm it a demon
s tra tio n  of the fac t th a t even the 
quotations adduced by the S ta lin 
ists do not pe rm it them the cla im  
tha t Lenin was an advocate o f the 
“ theory”  which S ta lin  f irs t  ad
vanced in  1924, bu t i f  you w i l l  refer 
to “ The D ra ft  Program  of the Com
m unist In te rna tiona l, a C ritic ism  o f 
Fundam entals”  by T ro tsky, a copy 
o f w h ich  is ava ilab le  from  almost 
any of the form er C.L.A. members, 
you w i l l  find a complete analysis 
of th is  question under the chapter 
headed “ The Theoretica l T rad ition  
o f the P arty .”

*  *  *

(H ) , N EW  YO RK—
Question: W hat is the difference 

between a  “minimum” and a M arx
ian program?

A nsw er: The posing of the prob
lem in  th is  manner puts the entire 
question in  a false lig h t. The con
fusion surrounding the term  “ m in i
mum,”  where the program  of the 
po litica l pa rty  is  concerned, flows 
from  the attem pt to  decree h istory, 
i.e., to set up, a p r io r i, and regard
less of tim e and space, the concept 
of w ha t a program  m ust be, and to 
label th is  “ M a rx is t.”  When a p ro 
gram , under defin ite h is to rica l con
d itions, obviously advances the his
to rica l needs o f the w o rk ing  class 
bu t is nevertheless “ less”  than tha t 
which the h is to rica l u ltim a tis ts  
w ou ld  “ like ,”  i t  is sometimes ac
cepted by them bu t labelled “ m in i
m um ”  IN  CO NTRAST to “ M a rx 
ian.”  A c tua lly  such con trasting  is 
im perm issible because th a t pro
gram, conditioned as i t  m ust be by 
the life  process, w h ich  moves social 
forcas in  a progressive d irection, IS 
M A R X IS T .

Le t us reca ll a h is to rica l exam
ple. When the Bolsheviks, under 
Lenin, d ivided the land equally 
among the peasantry, th is  was 
sharply critic ized  by Rosa Luxem 
bourg as having no th ing in  com
mon w ith  Socialism. The progres
sive character of the program  o f 
the Bolsheviks is now obvious so 
th a t i f  we were to fo llo w  the meth- 
odolo.v of those who contrast “ m in i
m um ” w ith  “ M a rx is t”  we m ust nec
essarily conclude tha t the Bolshe
viks had such a non-M arxist “ m in 
im um ”  program. A c tua lly  i t  was 
M arx is t in  the fu lles t sense o f the 
word and T ro tsky had occasion to 
po in t out th a t i f  they had fo llowed 
Rosa Luxem bourg’s “ M arx ism ”  they 
m igh t have been le ft w ith  th is  hut 
in  a ll p robab ility  w ith o u t the pro
le ta rian  power.

" I t  would be possible to speak of 
Socialist perspectives on ly a fte r 
the establishment and successful 
preservation of the pro le ta rian  
power. And th is  power could pre
serve its e lf only by g iv ing  deter
mined co-operation to the peasant 
in  ca rry ing  out his revo lution. I f  
the d is tr ib u tio n  of the land would 
strengthen the socia list government 
po litica lly , i t  was then w ho lly  ju s 
tified as an im m ediate measure. The 
peasant had to lie taken as the rev
o lu tion  found him. . . .”  ( “ History, 
o f the Russian Revolu tion” ).

The g is t of the m atte r is  th is : 
Revolution ists may, w thou t i l lu 
sions, adopt a program w hich does 
not contain a l l th a t they would 
like  to see fu lf il le d  but which ad
vances the h is to rica l needs of so
c ie ty  under a given set of c ircum 
stances, and such a program IS 
M A R X IS T  even i f  i t  be labelled 
“ m in im um ”  to show its  h is to rica l 
conditioning.

*  *  *

Question: Is  the “Declaration of 
Principles” of the W orkers Party  
a M arxian document?

A nsw er: 1TE S ! The “ D eclara tion” 
contains the fo llow ing  points which 
are essential prerequisites fo r ad
vancing the h is to rica l needs1 of the 
p ro le ta ria t under present-day h is
to rica l cond itions : The recognition 
of the decline and reactionary na
ture of present day cap ita lism  ( im 
peria lism ) ; the recognition of the 
nature of the cap ita lis t s tate pow
e r; the need fo r  the overth row  of 
cap ita lism  through a revo lu tiona ry  
struggle fo r  p o w e r; fo r a vanguard 
p a r ty ; fo r  the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
w ork ing  class; fo r  w orkers ’ coun
c ils  (soviets) ; fo r  a classless soci
ety ; fo r  a new In te rna tiona l, fo r 
the defense o f the Soviet U n ion ; 
fo r  a s trugg le  against im peria lis t 
w a r and fa sc ism ; fo r  a program  of 
im m ediate demands and the united 
f ro n t ;  against reform ism , S talin ism  
and centrism.
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Lessons of the Toledo Battle
(Continued from  Page 1)

successful f ig h t was p u t  up  a g a ins t the  A . F . 
o f L . b u re a u c ra ts  in  the  au tom ob ile  s itu a tio n  
th a n  ever before.

T h a t  G enera l M o to rs  knew whom  i t  was 
f ig h t in g  is a ttes ted  b y  the  fa c t  th a t  when F l in t  
was th rea tened  w ith  a s tr ik e  desp ite  a ll the 
e ffo rts  o f the  com pany and the  A . F . o f L .  to  
p re ve n t i t  and the G enera l M o to rs -c o n tro lle d  
newspapers in  th a t  c i ty  launched a v ic ious 
cam pa ign  o f re d -b a it in g  and inc item en t to  v io 
lence, i t  was d ire c te d  a g a in s t the  W o rk e rs  
P a r ty  and its  n a tio n a l sec re ta ry .

T h a t  the A . F . o f L .  b u re a u c ra ts  shared the 
com pany ’s view as to  the enemy to  be feared is 
a ttes ted  b y  F ra n c is  D il lo n ’ s p e tu la n t exc lam a
t io n  when the C hevro le t w o rke rs  b a rre d  h im  
fro m  speaking  a t th e ir  m ee ting : “ L e t M u s te
ru n  th e ir  un ion  fo r  them  i f  th e y  w a n t h im .”

*  » *

2. T he  P a r ty  and the  w orke rs  m ust never
theless f r a n k ly  face the fa c t  th a t  the  s tr ik e  
was o n ly  in  a ve ry  lim ite d  sense v ic to rio u s .. 
G eneral M o to rs  was com pelled to  n e go tia te  
d ire c t ly  w ith  the S tr ik e  C om m ittee elected b y  
the  ra n k  and file . T he  A u to m o b ile  L a b o r  B o a rd  
was clubbed in to  unconsciousness. W age  in 
creases were ob ta ined. T h e y  are  sm a ll when 
the  cost o f l iv in g  and G eneral M o to rs ’ p ro f its  
a re  taken  in to  accoun t. R e a l un ion  re co g n itio n  
and de fin ite  assurance th a t  a qu ie tus w il l  be 
p u t upon  the com pany un ion  was n o t ob ta ined. 
Questions o f s e n io r ity  and a b o lit io n  o f the  
“ m e r it  clause”  are le f t  h a n g in g  in  the  a ir . 
M o s t dep lorab le  is the fa c t  th a t  T o le d o  w o rk 
ers who have m arched in  the va n g u a rd  so o fte n  
and to  whom G enera l M o to rs ’ w o rke rs  in  N o r 
wood, C leveland and A t la n ta  had pledged n o t 
to  re tu rn  to  w ork  u n t i l  T o ledo  g o t its  un ion  
c o n tra c t— T o ledo  w orkers  a t the  c r i t ic a l  m o
m ent p e rm itte d  themselves to  be th ro w n  in to  
con fus ion  and to  vote  to  go back to  w o rk  be
fo re  settlem ents had been nego tia ted  in  these 
o th e r p la n ts . T h a t  was indeed a de fea t and a 
h u m ilia tio n .

* * *

3. T he  To ledo  w orkers were subdued n o t by  
G enera l M o to rs  and n o t fro m  any  la ck  o f c o u r
age and m ilita n c y  on th e ir  own p a r t ,  b u t ch ie f
ly  b y  the  pe rfid ious  tre a c h e ry  o f F ra n c is  D i l 
lo n , the ch ie f rep resen ta tive  o f the A . F . o f L . 
b u re a u c ra cy  in  the  s itu a tio n . T he  lowest fo rm s 
o f  t r ic k e ry ,  the m ost brazen in t im id a t io n , were 
em ployed b y  him . F o r  p u b lic  consum ption  he 
pretended to  u rge  the  N o rw ood  com m ittee to  
c a ll th e ir  men o u t in  s u p p o rt o f To ledo . P r iv 
a te ly  he to ld  them  to  th ro w  copies o f S tr ik e  
T r u th  in to  the  waste basket. T he  N ew  M i l i t a n t  
has to ld  the  s to ry  o f how he l i t e ra l ly  fo rced  the 
F l in t  w orkers  to  s ta y  in , condoned th e ir  w o rk 
in g  on scab transm iss ions, and ins inua ted  th a t 
the  T o ledo  s tr ik e rs  were ye llow  and u n w o rth y  
o f s u p p o rt. H is  henchmen beat up  a T o ledo  
un ion  m il i ta n t  in  F lin t .

T h is  m ou the r o f phrases a bou t “ d e m o cra tic ”  
A m e rica  and the “ dem o cra tic ”  A . F . o f L .  to ld  
the  To ledo  s tr ik e rs , the s tr ik e  com m ittee , the 
un ion  executive b oa rd , B E F O R E  T H E  V O T E  
M o n d a y  n ig h t th a t  i f  they  d id  n o t vo te  to  ac
cep t the com pany ’s com prom ise p ro p o sa l, he 
w ou ld  w ith d ra w  the u n io n ’ s c h a r te r !  T h is  is 
h is no tio n  o f dem ocra tic  p ro ce d u re ! T hus  
when the C hevro le t s tr ik e rs  had b a rre d  h im  
fro m  speaking  a t th e ir  m eeting— c o rre c tly  so 
in  view o f the s lim y ro le  he had enacted— he 
p la ye d , despera te ly  and d esp icab ly , upon  th e ir

v e ry  lo y a lty  to  th e ir  un ion , upon  the  desire o f 
t;he new u n ion is ts  to  be a p a r t  o f  the  A . F .  o f 
L . ,  in  o rd e r to  p u t  over a b razen piece o f a u to 
c ra c y , w h ich  v io la te d  the  m ost e lem enta ry  
p rin c ip le s  o f dem o cra tic  un ionism .

M o re  open ly  and m ore s h a rp ly  every fig h t 
fo r  un ion ism  is a f ig h t a g a in s t the  presen t reac
t io n a ry  leadersh ip  o f the  la b o r  movem ent. In  
every s tr ik e  we m ust fro m  the  ou tse t m ake i t  
one o f o u r p r in c ip a l tasks to  expose i t  and 
underm ine w ha teve r confidence the  ra n k  and 
file  m a y  have in  i t .  T h a t  i t  can be done was 
p roved  in  T o ledo . T h e  C hevro le t s tr ik e rs  M o n 
d a y  n ig h t, a f te r  h a v in g  read  the N ew  M i l i t a n t  
issues w ith  the  exposure o f the  A k ro n  se ll-ou t 
and D il lo n ’ s p e rfo rm ance  a t F l in t  on the  p ic k e t 
lines th a t  d a y  hooted w ith  de ris ion  a t M usso
l in i  D il lo n ’ s a tte m p t to  w h ip  up  a red  scare 
a g a in s t the  W .P .

*  »  *

4. T h e  n e x t m ost im p o r ta n t fa c to r  in  the 
p a r t ia l  und o in g  o f  the  C hevro le t s tr ik e rs  was 
the  o rg a n iz a tio n a l and p o lit ic a l inexperience 
o f the  s tr ik e rs  themselves and th e ir  leaders. 
O f the  m arve lous b a tt le  p u t  u p  espec ia lly  b y  
J im m y  R o la n d  and some o f h is colleagues we 
have a lre a d y  spoken. N o th in g  can d im  th a t  
achievem ent, y e t the re  were defects w h ich  m ust 
be avo ided in  the  fu tu re . T h e  im p o rta n ce  o f 
m a k in g  a f ig h t fo r  a m il i ta n t  d a ily  b u lle t in  was 
n o t sensed and the S tr ik e  C om m ittee backed 
dow n on i t  too  re a d ily  when the  un ion  execu
tiv e  a t D il lo n ’s behest vetoed the  idea. T e ch 
n ic a l de ta ils  such as re g u la r  s tr ik e  com m ittee 
m eetings, se c re ta ria l service, etc. were neglec
ted . T he  c a llin g  o f a conference o f a ll s t r ik in g  
loca ls  was too  lo n g  de layed. W hen  R o la n d  fo r  
the S tr ik e  C om m ittee a t la s t g o t the  ca ll o u t, 
D il lo n  was in  a p o s itio n  to  co u n te rm a n d  i t .  
T h e  pow er o f the  re a c t io n a ry  fo rces in  the 
la b o r movem ent, and the le n g th  to  w h ich  they  
w ou ld  go in  b e tra y a l, was underestim ated . 
S tr ik e  T r u th  was the  g re a te s t weapon o f  the 
s tr ik e . I t  was a fu n d a m e n ta l e r ro r  to  a llow  i t  
to  be suppressed.

•  •  •
5. W h a t next?  F o r  the  C hevro le t w o rke rs , 

lo y a lty  to  the un ion . N o  te a r in g  up  o f un ion  
books. C los ing  o f ra n ks , so th a t  G enera l M o 
to rs  w il l  unde rs tand  th a t  th e y  are dea ling  w ith  
w orkers  who have been tested and hardened, in  
the  fires o f experience, who in te n d  to  b u ild  an 
ever s tro n g e r un ion , and who w il l  f ig h t a t the  
d ro p  o f the  h a t a g a in s t a ny  a tte m p t to  d is 

c r im in a te  a g a ins t ac tive  u n ion is ts  o r  to  revive 
a com pany un ioh . W e  know  th a t  th is  is the 
s p ir i t  o f the  T o ledo  w orkers .

F o r  the m ilita n ts  in  the T o ledo  A u to  U n io n  
and especially^ those in  the  C hevro le t p la n t who 
in  a few days were developed in to  such an in 
te llig e n t, courageous, d ash ing  fo rce , the  ta sk  
now is so lid  o rg a n iz a tio n . T h a t  o rg a n iz a tio n  
m ust n o t be m ere ly  loca l. T h ro u g h  the  con
ta c ts  th e y  have made in  o th e r centers, a na 
t io n a l o rg a n iz a tio n  o f p rogress ive  au tom obile  
u n ion is ts  m ust be b u ilt .  T h e  tim e  is r ip e  fo r  i t .  
T h is  w il l  g ive no tice  to  D il lo n , to  F re d  Schawke, 
the business agen t who buckled unde r pressure, 
and a ll th e ir  i lk  th a t  th is  was the  f i r s t  ro u n d  
and th a t  in  the n e x t th e y  w il l  n o t m ere ly  be 
h a n g in g  on the ropes b u t down fo r  the coun t. 
N o  lesson o f the G enera l M o to rs  s tr ik e , so 
b r i l l ia n t  y e t so fa r  fro m  a tta in in g  the  resu lts  
th a t  the  courage and s p ir i t  o f the  w orke rs  had 
earned, is m ore basic th a n  th is  th a t  the  p ro 
gressives in  the  un ions m ust lea rn , m ust d is c i
p lin e  themselves, m us t o rgan ize , m ust become 
an independent fo rce .

In  the eyes o f G enera l M o to rs , o f the  A . F . 
o f L .  b u re a u c ra cy , o f the  press o f the  n a tio n , 
the W o rk e rs  P a r ty  is in  the  va n g u a rd  o f the 
b a tt le  fo r  un ion ism  in  the au tom ob ile  in d u s try . 
W e  m ust, we sha ll, meet the  challenge w hich  
th a t  im p lies. B ranches in  the  au to  centers 
m ust redouble th e ir  w o rk , re c ru it ,  p ro je c t  
themselves in to  the  s tru g g le . New  branches 
m ust be b u i l t  where we have as y e t no base. 
T he  N a tio n a l C om m ittee m ust m ap o u t a com
prehensive p la n  o f a c tio n  based on c a re fu l and 
co n s ta n t s tu d y  o f the  in d u s try . A l l  o f us m ust 
to i l  and sacrifice  to  ra ise  the  m a te r ia l resources 
needed fo r  the  ta s k  and to  make ourselves the 
tra in e d  re v o lu tio n is ts  who can eve n tu a lly  lead 
the  w orke rs  o f the  U n ite d  S ta tes to  the  assau lt 
upon  the c itade ls o f com pany un ion ism  and 
open s h o p p e ry !

The Pulitzer Prize for Poison Pens
The Sacramento Bee w ins the 

P u litze r prize fo r  tile  year’s best 
newspaper reporting. The prize is 
awarded by a board of editors and 
professors of journa lism , on the ad
vice of the publishers of big capi
ta lis t newspapers, such as Adolph 
S. Cells of the Times, whose recent 
death, K a r l Radek of the Commu
nist In te rn a tion a l te lls  us, should 
be mourned by “ newspaper men of 
every class.”

Not even H earst’s notorious San 
Francisco Exam iner prin ted  more 
lies per column-inch about (he re
cent Sacramento c rim ina l syndical
ism t r ia l than did the Bee.

For example, when the defense 
/counsel to ld  the ju ry  tha t a convic
tion  would be used by reactionaries 
to renew terrorism  against workers 
(a prophesy which came true a few 
days a fte r when the cops to ld  M ike 
Flesh, an acquitted defendant, to 
get out o f town or be beaten up ), 
the Bee reported th a t defense coun

sel had threatened “ red te rro r”  in  
the event o f convictions!

The closing argum ent by A tto rn 
ey A lbert Goldman o f the Non-Par
tisan Labor Defense so profoundly 
affected several ju ro rs  tha t they 
held out against convictions fo r 66 
hours. When he concluded, he was 
given a hand-w ritten  note by a Bee 
reporter exp la in ing tha t “ fo r  rea
sons w h ich w i l l  be obvious,”  the 
report in  the Bee would not repre
sent w ha t the reporter rea lly  
thought. The Bee did not dare re
port Goldman’s argument honestly ; 
i t  was a fra id  of awakening sym
pathy fo r the defendants.

The campaign of lies against the 
defendants, the ir ideas, organiza
tions and counsel, created the a t
mosphere in  w h ich reactionarie.s on 
the ju ry  could bulldoze Ju ro r Mc- 
In tire  in to  a horse-trade which sent 
innocent workers to prison and gave 
an impetus to reaction. The Sacra
mento Bee, which m ight better be 
called the Sacramento V iper, led

the swarm of loathsome creatures 
whose hissing and buzzing domin
ated the ju ro rs ’ “ deliberations.”

For its  efficiency in  w ie ld ing a 
reactionary poison pen and bending 
to its  ends the talents of its  kept 
reporters, the Bee gets the P u litze r 
Prize and thousands of cap ita lis t 
editors envy the achievement.

There can be no over-estimation 
o f the importance of the workers’ 
own press to counteract the poison 
pens o f the bosses’ kept jou rna lis ts  
and kept journals. The New M ili
tant alone, w ith  its  honest, accur
ate weekly reports, gave a true  
and complete p ictu re o f the Sacra
mento tr ia l. B u ild  the New M ili
tan t and help scotch the Sacramen
to V iper!

CLASSICAL LANGUAGE
A  Yale student specializing in  

classical languages has been a r
rested a t the Colt Arm s picket line 
in  H a rtfo rd , Conn.

He called the boss a skunk.

Stalinist Treason in France
The w ork ing  masses are search

ing  the po litica l line  w h ich  w il l  
prevent war, o r i f  the w a r breaks 
out in spite of the e fforts  o f the 
p ro le ta ria t, w i l l  accomplish the 
overthrow  of the cap ita lis t regime, 
which is  responsible fo r war, and 
substitute the socia list regime fo r 
it.

We w ish to show merely by quo
tations from  1’Humanite, the da ily  
paper of the Communist P a rty  o f 
France, which can easily be v e r i
fied by anyone, what is the real 
po litica l line  o f the Communist In 
te rna tional toward war.

The in te rna tiona l line  o f the 3rd 
In ternationa l is thus defined in  the 
s ix th  condition o f adm ission:

“A ll parties desiring to affiliate  
w ith the I I I  International must 
denounce not only social patrio t
ism, but social pacifism w ith  its  
falseness and hypocrisy as w ell; 
they must systematically reveal to 
the working class that w ithout 
revolutionary overthrow' of capit
alism , no international tribune of 
arbitration, no debate on the re
duction of armaments, no demo
cratic reorganization by the 
League of Nations, can preserve 
hum anity from  im perialist w ar.” 

That was the line  o f yesterday. 
Today, since the C. I. has been 

reconstructed (a fte r the expulsion 
o f the Len in is ts) on the dogma of 
“ Socialism in one country,”  tha t is 
to say, independently of the w orld  
revolution, the in te rna tiona l line o f 
the 3rd In te rna tiona l is the fo llow 
ing:

Defense of the pence policy of the 
U.S.S.R., consisting o f proposals to 
disarm  addressed to the im peria lis t 
nations, and m utual assistance 
pacts against “ any aggressor.”

The Peace Policy of the C. I .  
The p o lit ica l line  is based on the 

fo llow ing  premise: there are im per
ia lis t nations interested in  peace, 
and others interested in  War.

“We must know,” says Peri in  
i ’Hum aiiite, A pril 11, 1935, “if  the 
powers who are not interested in  
w ar w ill assure peace through 
promises of m utual assistance* or 
if  they w ill fa ll into line w ith  the 
plans for a  new division of Europe 
conceived by A. H itle r.”

From  th is flows the whole line 
of the C, I. Take l*e ri again in  
l ’Humanite, A p r il 16, 1935:

“ W hat form ula alone can make 
w arlike enterprise most difficult 
under the present system? The 
best form ula, it  is evident, would 
be the general or p artia l disarma
ment proposed and defended by 
tlie  U.S.S.R., but opposed by a ll 
tlie  other powers. Failing  a gen
eral reduction of armaments 
W H IC H  TH E  U.S.S.R, HAS NO  
IN T E N T IO N  O F RENO UNCING  
the Soviet government and the 
proletariat o f a ll European coun
tries w ith it  believes a system of 
pacts whereby the signatories 
agree to boycott an aggressor na
tion, would place the greatest ob
stacles in  the way of wgr. W’e 
must see things as they are and 
realize that any other contractual 
form ula is vain or dangerous.” 

Under these conditions what is 
the task of the C.I. ? To jo in  Soviet 
diplomacy in  an attem pt to con
vince the various im peria lism s 
“ which are interested in  peace”  o f 
the necessity of m utua l assistance 
pacts.

The fo llow ing  shows how the o r
gan of the French C.P. goes about 
the task (F rom  l ’Humanite, A p ril 
2, 1935) :

“B ut what then does the N a
tional Union Government of 
France th ink of the attitude of 
the National Union Government 
of B ritain? I t  is no longer a 
secret th at Laval is lending his 
ear to H itle r’s propositions. Does 
he believe th a t an accord w ith  the 
Nazis against the Soviet Union 
would benefit French im perial
ism? Is  he forgetting that the 
mass movement against w ar and 
for the defense of the Soviet Un
ion is much stronger in  France 
than in  England?

“Has he already forgotten the 
tim e, not so distant, when the 
French im perialist government 
was able to pacify the mass move
ment of the workers and soldiers 
fo r the dictatorship of the prole
ta ria t only by stopping immedi
ately the w ar against the Sovi
ets?”

In other words, i f  French im 
perialism  wishes to survive the war, 
le t i t  lend an ear to the advice of 
the pupils of S talin, le t i t  conclude 
a pact w ith  tlie  Soviet Union.

To help Lava l “ understand,” 
Peri becomes positive ly liv e ly  and 
pressing.

“In  the name of the Franco- 
B ritish  Entente, P ierre Laval has 
lent him self to those crim inal 
evasions which we have so often 
denounced here and which we 
must denounce today more vigor
ously than ever.

“Everything indicates that Lav
al has given up the Eastern Pact 
and m utual assistance. The M in
ister of Foreign A ffairs has delib
erately renounced the only form 
ula capable of preserving peace 
and putting a  stop to armament. 
His deplorable attitude earned 
him the felicitations of the Völk
ische Beobachter yesterday. But 
it  w ill rouse against him  the an
ger of a ll those who sincerely

Some Startling Quotations from 
I’Humanite of Paris

wish to conquer w ar. ( l’Human
ite, A p ril 4 )”

Péri and Pertinax
Blum  rates Pertinax, o f the Echo 

de Paris, among the “ aw kw ard 
friends”  of the U.S.S.R. (Populaire, 
A p r il 21) because, bourgeois rea l
is t th a t he is, he considers the ques
tion of an a lliance w ith  the U.S.S.R. 
from  the po in t of view o f re la tive 
force, w ith ou t a ttach ing any im 
portance to vague promises. Per
tinax is solely concerned w ith  
“ French”  interests. I f  he were 
solely concerned w ith  “ Russian’’ in 
terests he would no doubt w rite  as 
Péri, true  F riend o f the U.S.S.R., 
w rites :

“Others believe th at M . Laval 
together w ith  John Simon would 4 
be disposed to replace the project 
of an Eastern Pact by an A ir Al 
Rance open to a ll the signatories 
of the Locarno Treaty, the U.S. 
S.R., and the L ittle  Entente. They 
boast of having obtained the sup
port of Poland and of Germany 
for this system.

“W ell, w ithout a  second thought 
we can say, this system has noth
ing to do w ith  peace. Those who 
support it  would precipitate the 
very ru le of cannons which the 
masses wish to avert a t any cost.

"Aggression w ill not be discour
aged if  the sole risk to the ag
gressor is the risk of not being 
actively assisted. Passivity by 
itself is an encouragement to ad
ventures.

“In  the concrete case under

Big Crowd A t 
Cannon Meet
NEW  YO RK.— V ic to ria  H a ll at 

Irv in g  Plaza was packed to the 
doors last Sunday evening to hear 
comrade James P. Cannon speak on 
“ Whore Is the A. F. o f L. Going?”  
The lecture was in te rrup ted several 
times w h ile  add itiona l chairs ,\e-e 
brought in tlie  a--commodate ’ate 
arriva ls .

Comrade Cannon reviewed recent 
developments in  the labor move
ment— the expansion of llie  A F. 
of L. unions since the inception of 
the NRA, the contrad ic tion between 
I lie needs of the workers in  the 
mass production industries and the 
cra ft form  of organization, the be
traya ls  o the A. F. o f L. leadership 
and the new expulsion campaign 
against the m ilita n t and progres
sive elements, the threat of Lewis 
to secede and form  a new federation 
of in d u s tr ia l unions. A fte r  an anal- 
lysis o f tlie  Lew is maneuver and 
a fte r showing tha t the progressive 
elements had no reason to iden tify  
themselves in any way w ith  Lewis, 
comrade Cannon pu t the question. 
Should the rad ica l workers lead a 
movement fo r a new federation of 
labor,

The speaker said th is  question 
must be answered decidedly in  the 
negative. In  support o f th is  con
tention lie  cited the lack of any 
serious movement among the w o rk 
ers in  th is  d irection  and said tha t 
such a policy would only isolate the 
rad ica ls and deprive them of the 
possib ility  o f in fluencing the real 
development of the labor movement. 
The m ilita n ts  must figh t the reac
tionary  policies of the reactionary 
officialdom, but th is  can best be 
done by figh ting  a t the same tim e 
fo r  the u n ity  of the trade union 
movement. T h is  policy holds good 
also in  the figh t against expulsions 
as in  the present cases of the steel 
workers and Ix ica l 574 a t M inne
apolis.

In  connection w ith  th is  question 
comrade Cannon took occasion to 
po in t out again th a t the trade un
ion po licy advocated by comrade 
Zack is not the po licy  of the W ork 
ers P arty . “ A  pa rty  th a t wants to 
be taken seriously in  the labor 
movement today,”  he said, “ must 
raise the s logan: ‘Deeper in to  the 
A. F. o f L. un ions !’ The policy 
represented, fo r example, by com
rade Zack, who jo ined the W orkers 
Party, is not and cannot be the 
.policy of the W orkers P arty . An 
impression was sought to be created 
th a t Zack’s en try in to  the party  
signified the adoption o f his trade 
union policy. Th is  is not the case 
at all.

“ I  want to take th is  opportunity 
to say very decisively th a t the opin
ions expressed by comrade Zack in  
his controversy w ith  the C. P. on 
the trade union question are not our 
position. This ought to be made 
clear i f  there is the slightest m is
conception about it, fo r the trade 
union question is indeed the key 
queslion o f the approach o f a revo
lu tion a ry  pa rty  to the masses. O ur 
conceptions the trade union ques
tion  are the generalizations of a 
very extensive experience in the 
American labor movement, as w e ll 
as in the in te rna tiona l field. The 
position of the M arx is ts  on this 
question have been tested a thou
sand times. No new inventions are 
needed.”

c«us¡deration, the system invenb- 
ed by M. Laval would lim it itself 
to an agreement that Germany 
m ight carry on its  Eastern pro
jects, th at France would lend no 
assistance, tout a t the same tim e 
would o ffer no opposition.” (1’ 
Hum anité, A p ril 4 ).

P eri and the C.P. o f France, from  
the po in t o f view of the national 
interests o f tlie  Soviet bureaucracy, 
and P ertinax from  the po in t of view 
of the national interests o f the bour- 
géoisie advance, in  fact, the same 
p o lit ica l line..

If,  as Thorez has in form ed us 
since J u ly  1934, i t  is the Commun
ists who love th e ir  country  w e ll, i t  
fo llow s th a t those who do not love 
th e ir country, the bourgeoisie, are 
“ the tra ito rs .”

T h is  is ju s t w ha t Cachin in form s 
us in  an a rtic le  fo r  A p r il 10, in  
which he concludes:

“W e shall tear off the masks 
of the exploiters of the country, 
the worst enemies of the French 
people, w ithout fa ilin g  in  our 
duty of defending the peace and 
bread of th eir victim s.”
Cachin, who is a past master 

when i t  comes to tra ito rs , is not 
fu lly  understood by the tru e  p a tr i
ots as appears from  his denuncia
tion of T a itt in g e r :

“Taiftinger, the fascist, d ivul
ges w ith im punity official diplo
m atic and m ilita ry  communica
tions which he receives in his of
ficial jiositions on the various 
committees in parliam ent. Thus 
lie furnishes H itle r w ith  new a r
guments fo r rearmament, and car
ries coals to the fires of fascism  
across the Rhine. A ‘patriot’ who 
conducts him self in such a treas
onable manner, at the same tim e 
advocates repression against the 
anti-fascists!”

From  which we conclude th a t the 
country, a t present under the lead
ership of the bourgeoisie, does not 
understand where its  real in terests 
lie.

I*. Va illan t-C outurie r moreover 
makes no e ffo rt to conceal i t  from  
the country, he undertakes a c ru 
sade “ To the rescue o f French cul
ture.”

“I f  the proletariat, according 
to M arx, ‘has no fatherland’ they 
have now as internationalists 
something to defend: that is the 
cultural patrimony of France, the 
spiritual wealth, the works of its 
artisans, its workers, its artists, 
and its thinkers.” (L ’Huipanite, 
April 13)
In  other words : i f  the p ro le ta r

ia t lias no fa therland, neverthe
less fo r l ’Hum anité i t  lias had one 
fo r some time— the French p a tri-  ) 
inony. “ Conquer the coun try ”  fo r  
Cachin and P. Va illan t-C outurie r 
means to reconquer, by means of 
brainstorms in l ’Hum anite, their 
positions of 1914.

The Announcement of Treason
From such equivocations can 

come nothing but treason. H app ily  
fo r the p ro le ta ria t, the C.I. and its  
various sections have ju s t adver
tised th e ir treason, w ithou t any 
equivocation or shame.

The duty o f the p ro le ta ria t in 
case of w ar is outlined in  the fo l
low ing appeal of the European C. 
l ’ .s o f A p r il 18 :

“We salute .the progress made 
in the m ilitary  field by the only 
workers’ land, the progress in  re
inforcing the red arm y of work
ers and peasants, a  true guaran
tee of peace, we salute every 
strengthening of the frontiers of

St. Louis Gas 
Strike is Solid

(Continued from Page 1)
t lie  da ily  s tr ike  paper:

A  certa in Republican hack, M r 
Easterday, the C ity  Engineer, decid
ed to cut a gas line  w ith  scab labor. 
He arrived on the day in  question 
¡it t lie  p it where the cu ttin g  was to 
he made w ith  a carload of police, 
and a scab plumber, a certain Shaw.

We quo te :
“ Meanwhile (liq scab had gone 

down and another Union B ro ther 
standing on the opposite side o f the 
d itch tr ied  to persuade Shaw not 
to scab. Easterday thereupon lost 
his head, and running around to 
where th is  bro ther was standing, 
lie tr ied  to push him  in to  the ditch. 
He succeeded in upsetting his ba l
ance, bu t went down in to  tlie  ditch 
w ith  h im ; and whereas th is  B rother 
landed on the w ater main. Easter
day flopped r ig h t in to  the mud hole 
a t t lie  bottom o f the d itch. A  seal-, 
made a rush a t th is  B ro the r and 
made a pass a t him  w ith  a sledge 
hammer. The Brother, s itt in g  as
tr id e  the w ater main, saw him  com
ing and le t go w ith  both feet, catch
ing tlie  scab square in the face and 
sending h im  ree ling in to  the mud 
hole w ith  C ity  Engineer Easterday. 
When these tw o worth ies final 
waded out o f the mud hole they 
were a sight fo r sore eyes.

the socialist fatherland; we wiU  
support, in  case of counter-revo
lutionary w ar against the social
ist fatherland, the red arm y of 
the Soviet Union by every means, 
and we w ill struggle fo r the de
feat of G ERM AN IM P E R IA L 
IS M  AN D IT S  A L L IE S , for the 
defeat of every power th at en
gages in  w ar against the Soviet 
Union.

“We w fll aid by every means, 
even by the sacrifice of our Uves, 
the victory of the Soviet Socialist 
Union in  its w ar against aU those 
who attack the land of socialism.” 

The p ro le ta ria t is no longer to 
struggle fo r the defeat o f its  own 
im peria lis t government, bu t fo r  the 
defeat o f “ German im peria lism  and 
its  allies.”

In  other w ords: the French pro
le ta ria t w i l l  go to w a r hand in  
hand w ith  its  own bourgeoisie 
against German im peria lism  fo r  the 
defeat of the la tte r. That is w hat 
is known as national defense.

The appeal of the C.P.F. on the 
occasion o f the m unic ipa l elections 
confirms us ( l ’Hum anite, A p r il 21) :

“The most sacred duty of the 
proletarians of the entire world 
is the defeat of aggressors against 
the Soviet Union and the defeat 
of a ll the aggressor’s allies.

“The communists w ant the U N 
IF IC A T IO N  O F A L L  FR E N C H 
M EN, who w ork in  the factories, 
docks, offices, stores, laboratories, 
schools, universities, and the 
workers of a ll nationalities and 
races who share the same suffer
ing and the same hopes.”

There we are, tw ice warned. 
B lind  are the workers who do not 
im m ediate ly draw  the correct les
sons and the consequences thereof.

—  (F rom  L a V erite , Paris)

S ta lin -L aval 
Communique

(Continued from  Page 1) 
re len tless ly  th a t  no resistance 
is to  be o ffe red  when w a r be
g ins. T lie  S oc ia l D em ocra ts  o f  
G erm any and F ra n ce  vo ted  fo r  
the  w a r c re d its  o f th e ir  respec
tive  G overnm ents on the  F o u r th  
o f A u g u s t, 1914. F o llo w in g  
th a t  th e y  became re c ru it in g  
sergeants fo r  t l ie  w a r.

T h e  S oc ia l D em ocra ts  c a r
rie d  o u t th e ir  h is to r ic  b e tra v a l 
unde r the  slogan, “ Defense o f 
the F a th e r la n d .”  The  S ta lin is ts  
m arch  on the  same p a th  under 
the  banner o f ‘.‘S ocia lism  in  
One C o u n try .”  T h e  con te n t o f 
the ac tions  and the resu lts  are 
the  same.

L e n in  in  his tim e  denounced 
the League o f N a tio n s  as a 
“ thieves k itc h e n ”  and the  V e r
sailles Peace as a b rig a n d s ’ 
peace and the  breeder o f a new 
w a r. S ta lin  jo in s  the  League 
o f N a tio n s  and pledges the  R ed 
A rm y  to  defend the  s ta tus  quo 
estab lished b y  the Versailles 
T re a ty .

L e n in  s a id : tu r n  the im p e r
ia lis t  w a r in to  a c iv il w a r. 
S ta lin  s a y s : D o  n o t in te rfe re  
w ith  the  m i l i ta r y  ope ra tio n s  o f  
y o u r  own c a p ita lis ts .

D ow n  w ith  pe rfid ious  S ta l
in ism  !

L o n g  live  the w a tch w o rd  o f 
K a r l  L ie b kne ch t— the w a tch 
w o rd  o f the  F o u r th  In te rn a 
t io n a l :

T h e  enemy is in  o u r own 
c o u n t r y !

Election Battle 
In  Minneapolis

(Continued from Page 1)
assembly and organization fo r the 
w orkers: use o f public places fo r 
meetings and demonstrations w ith 
out police interference.

Follow s an analysis of the F arm 
er-Labor Party, its  in a b ility  to fu l
f i l l the tasks of the w ork ing  class, 
the a tta inm ent o f the socialist so
ciety. “ The Farm er Labor P a rty  is 
not t ru ly  a revo lu tionary workers 
party , nor can i t  become one. I t  
w i l l  not serve the w orkers when 
the b ig  bosses decide to take away 
the rig h ts  which arc looked upon 
by the people as ‘constitu tiona l 
guarantees.’ The Farm er-Labor 
P a rty  puts its  fa ith  in  parliam ent
ary debate, w h ich  the cap ita lis ts 
have shown they w i l l  abandon the 
moment i t  goes against them.”  

“ W orkers o f M inneapolis: E lect 
the Farm er-Laboritos to office but 
watch their every move, do not trust 
them. They w i l l  serve the w orkers’ 
movement only i f  the w orkers’ o r
ganizations force them to.”

The leaflet concludes w ith  an ap
ic a l to jo in  the W orkers P arty , to 
bu ild  the revo lu tionary pa rty  and 
the revo lu tionary In te rna tiona l.

Max Shachtman War and the Stalin-Laval Agreement Sunday, May 19th, 8  p. m.
Irving Plaza, 15th st. & Irving PI.


