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H IT  SALES TA X

W ill F ight to Last 
Ditch Says IW A  

Leader
S P R IN G F IE LD , 111.— A  ca ll fo r a 

mass m ob iliza tion  of the unem
ployed and re lie f w orkers o f I ll in o is  
fo r  a m arch on the state cap ita l, 
Tuesday, M ay 21, was issued to 
n ig h t by the I llin o is  W orkers A l
liance.

The ins tructions issued to 266 
un its  in  81 counties were released 
fo llow ing  an emergency conference 
o f the state hoard members held 
here. The ca ll, issued by the ex
ecutive board and signed by Ed
w ard  C. Morgan, state chairm an of 
the I llin o is  W orkers A lliance said 
th a t “ the unemployed refuse to 
starve w h ile  there are dozens of 
ways to  raise re lie f funds.”

“ The state executive board feels 
th a t i t  is absolutely necessary to 
v igorously  oppose the attem pts to 
starve the unemployed and dispos
sessed o f I llin o is ,”  the ca ll stated. 
“ The figh t against the sales tax  and 
fo r the reopening o f re lie f stations 
continues. We w i l l  figh t to the last 
d itch  in defending the bread and 
beans o f our people.”

Calls fo r N ational Support
The ca ll o f the state executive 

board o f the A lliance was support
ed by Paul A. Rasmussen, M ilw au 
kee, na tiona l secretary o f the 
W orkers A lliance  of Am erica w ith  
which the I.W .A . is affilia ted, and 
Gerry A lla rd , Springfield, leader of 
two previous marches staged by the 
unemployed.

Rasmussen departed fo r Chicago 
and M ilwaukee today pledging sup
port o f the na tiona l movement of 
the jobless in  the figh t to  reopen 
the re lie f stations in  th is  state. 
“ The courageous expression of our 
I ll in o is  membership in its  effective 
resistance against the closing of 
re lie f stations and in  opposing the 
sales tax  is commendable,”  Rasmus
sen said. “ I t  has aroused the mem
bership in  a ll parts of the country. 
I t  is our in ten tion  to th row  the fu l l  
support o f every a ffilia te  and sym
pathetic group behind the march of 
the I ll in o is  W orkers A lliance .”

“ The W orkers A llian ce  of Am er
ica calls upon a ll trades unions and 
other labor organizations to support 
the figh t o f ou r state d iv is ion. I t  
is im perative th a t an iron  fro n t of 
the jobless and employed workers 
be effected in  th is  march. Th is is 
a figh t tha t w i l l  decide whether the 
common people o f I ll in o is  are to be 
reduced to fu r te r  exp lo ita tion  or 
w hether they w i l l  b r in g  to a stop 
the disgraceful and abhorrent pro- 
grani of a reactionary class govern
ment.”

New Castle Jobless 
Storm Relief Office

B y F R E D  RAYBUR N
NEW  CASTLE, Pa., M ay 13.— De

spite attem pts o f local and state 
police to break th e ir ranks the Co
operative W orkers of Am erica are 
continu ing to p icket re lie f offices 
here. The C. W. of A. is a local 
unemployed organization w i t h  
branches throughout Lawrence and 
ad jo in ing  counties. The p icketing 
started on M ay 2 w ith  the demand 
fo r  adequate cash re lie f and the 
stopping of evictions.

On Thursday evening, M ay 9, 
w h ile  Governor E arle  was prepar
ing to address the Am erican Legion 
in  the “ Cathedral,”  a delegation of 
the C. W. of A. demanded his ap
pearance before them. The attem pt 
o f his secretary to speak in  h is be
h a lf Was turned down by the dele
gation. Smoked out, the Governor 
appeared and arranged a meeting 
a t h is office in  H a rrisbu rg  on May 
13.

W hile  the delegation was in  H a r
risburg  in te rv iew ing  the Governor 
a mass dem onstration took place a t 
the local re lie f offices. George Pap
cun  o f the W orkers P a rty  was the 
p rinc ip a l speaker. In  a sp irited  
and tim e ly  address comrade Papcun 
brought the workers a message of 
struggle.

A  mass meeting is planned by 
the W orkers P arty , New Castle 
branch, in  the near fu tu re  on the 
program  o f the  W orkers P a rty  w ith  
comrade Papcun as the speaker.

A.J. Muste toBroadcast 
On Radio May 30, 1OPM

Comrade A. J. Muste, National 
Secretary of the W orkers P arty, 
w ill speak over station W JZ on 
an NBC hook-up on Thursday, 
M ay 30 at 10 PJVI. Hei w ill rep
resent the revolutionary point of 
view of the W orkers P arty in  a 
symposium in  which Norman 
Thomas of the Socialist P arty  
and Lawrence Dennis, Fascist, 
w ill represent opposing opinions. 
A ll readers of the New M ilita n t 
and friends of the W . P. are 
urged to tune in  on this broad
cast. I t  is the first tim e a lead
ing spokesman of the party has 
given its position over a  nation
wide hook-up.

ILG W  Pledges 
To Support I l l . 
R elie f B attle

Prom pt action in  protest against 
the stopping of a l l unemployment 
re lie f in  I llin o is , was taken today 
by Dressmakers Union Local 22 of 
the I.L.G.W .U., an organization of 
30,000 workers, one of the largest 
in the Am erican Federation of L a 
bor. In  response to the appeal is 
sued by the W orkers Alliance, a 
national organization of the unem
ployed, Charles S. Zimmerman, 
manager o f the dressmakers union, 
im m ediate ly w ired to  Governor 
Henry H orner of Illino is , vigorous
ly  scoring the stopping of re lie f to 
the m illions  o f jobless in  I llin o is  
and pledging the support of his 
powerfu l organization in  the fight. 
The telegram  fo llow s in  fu l l :  

“T h irty  Thousand Members of 
Dressmakers Union Local Twenty 
two, I.L .G . W .U., affiliated w ith  
the A. F . of L ., protest emphatic
a lly  stopping re lie f to Illin o is  
jobless. W e place our strength 
and influence behind Illino is  
W orkers Alliance in  its fight 
against hunger and misery and 
jo in  them in  th e ir demand that 
re lie f stations be reopened.”

A s im ila r protest has been sent 
to  H a rry  Hopkins, head o f the 
FE R A  in  W ashington. A t the same 
time, the dressmakers union sent, a 
message o f so lida rity  and support 
to G erry A lla rd  of the I llin o is  
W orkers A lliance  in Springfield, 
Illino is .

KANSAS C ITY , Mo.— 350 union 
bakers went on s trike  th is  morning, 
demanding a signed con tract which 
guarantees an increase o f $1.65 in 
the weekly wage scale, e lim ination  
of compulsory insurance, and a re
duction is  the number of day-rate 
hours.

The s tr ike  w i l l  also affect 400 
union bread salesmen, who w il l  
have no bread to deliver. F ive of 
the sm aller bakeries have accepted 
the terms of the union bakers.

NEW  YO RK (F P ). —  $21.86! 
T h a t’s the weekly wage o f A m eri
ca’s average fac to ry  w orker a fte r 
two years o f the New Deal. I t ’s 
the figure fo r  March, 1935, as re
ported by the U. S. Departm ent of 
Commerce.

S killed  workers received a li t t le  
more than tha t— $24.25. B u t un
sk illed  found, on the average, only 
$17.85 in  th e ir  pay envelopes, and 
women workers in  in du s try  were 
paid an even sm aller amount, 
$15.47.

The general average has risen 
since March, 1933. Then i t  was 
$14.56. A  year la te r i t  had climbed 
to $20.53. In  February o f th is  year 
i t  reached $22.09, but since then i t  
has slipped again.

T h is  $21.86 represents a monetary 
wage boost, bu t on ly a do u b tfu l 
gain in  rea l wages. Food prices 
have jumped a t least 35 percent 
du ring  the same period, government 
s ta tis tics  reveal. C lo th ing and home 
furn ish ings cost about 25 percent 
more than they did  when Roosevelt 
came in to  office, and ren t and other

Left W ing Delegates 
C arry the 

Field
By R E G IN A LD  L . B U R K E

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn. —  L e ft 
w ing  delegates acting  in  concert 
w ith  the Spartncus Youth League 
in a surprise a ttack  on the reaction
a ry  sponsors of the Minnesota 
“ Youth Today Conference”  succeed
ed in  w resting  away con tro l of the 
conference.

O verrid ing  the “ harmless”  plans 
of the M inneapolis Commmun’ ty  
Fund, the Jun io r Chamber o f Com
merce, the Jun io r League, and other 
in d iv idu a l cap ita lis t and social b ig 
wigs, they passed resolutions fa vo r
ing the r ig h t of youth to strike, op
posing m ilita r iz a tio n , and c a lli,w 
fo r a solution of the cap ita lis t im 
passe by the socia list planned econ
omy. A revealing development of 
the conference was the re fusa l o f 
Young Communist League delegates 
to vote fo r the reso lu tion fo r a 
socialist economy.

The Spaitacus Youth League of 
M inneapolis prepared a pamphlet, 
w h ich was issued to the five hund
red delegates as they entered the 
..  ico lle t H ote l where the confer
ence was held. The pam phlet po in t
ed out tha t the conference was part 
o f a nation-w ide move “ to mobilize 
the energy and enthusiasm of Youth 
fo r the upholding of the very social 
system w hich today dooms m illions 
o f young men and women to a fu 
tu re  of im portance and despair.”  

Purpose of Conference
The real purpose of the confer

ence, said the pamphlet, was to 
demonstrate to wealth contribu tors 
tha t the various social agencies, 
such as the Com m unity Fund, fu l
filled  a conservative function  in 
d ive rting  the youth to harmless 
pursuits.

“ The sponsors of the program 
have very shrewdly arranged it ,  so 
they hope, so as to annul the na
tu ra l rad ica lism  o f youth, which i f  
given free play would b ring  a ll 
th e ir plans to naught.”

The pam phlet then proceeded to 
po in t out how the conference should 
be organized so th a t the contro l 
could be wrested from  the reaction
aries.

The pamphlet created a sensa
tion, both among the youth and 
among the sponsors. The la tte r, 
taken completely a t a loss, tried  
several p it i fu l tr ic k s  to prevent its  
c ircu la tion . Social workers and 
members o f the Jun io r Chamber of 
Commerce came to the d is tribu to rs  
and said, “ These are ju s t the things 
we w ant ; g ive us a ll you got ; we 
w ant to d is tr ib u te  them in  the meet
ing  fo r  you.”  T he ir devices failed, 
however, to stop the d is tribu tion .

Nor d id  any o f the parliam entary 
tricks  of the reactionaries in  the 
meeting its e lf  ava il them : the con
vention swung so lid ly  behind the 
progressive forces, who good na- 
tn red ly  tolerated the presence of 
W a lte r P itk in  (famous windbag, 
au thor o f “ L ife  Begins a t F o rty ,”  
“ How  to Get a Job,”  and other hu
morous w orks) who was supposed

liv in g  costs have hopped up appre
ciably.

T h a t’s why fre ig h t car loadings 
du rin g  the firs t three months of 
1935 were down about 4,000 a 
month from  last year. I t ’s s ig n ifi
cant th a t the most serious declines 
were noted in  the transporta tion  of 
gra ins and livestock— the food A m 
erican workers have to eat to keep 
going.

T h a t’s why consumption o f bu t
ter, fo r  Instance, has declined abopt 
25,000,000 lbs. a month below last 
year.

T h a t’s w hy on ly  $23,000,000 was 
spent in  the en tire  U n ited States in  
M arch, 1935, fo r  new homes fo r 
Am erica’s badly housed population.

T h a t’s why epidemics of disease 
are sweeping the undernourished, 
badly-clothed youth o f the nation.

The country has the machinery, 
the resources, the workers to tr ip le  
th a t $21.86 weekly wage, provided 
in dus try  is run  not fo r  p ro fit but 
fo r  use. The government’s own sur
vey o f productive capacity showed 
that.

(Continued on Page 4)

Wage Levels H it New Low as 
F D R  ‘Redistributes’ W ealth

Expelled Professor

W ISSLO W  N. H A L L E T T

Allentown CLU  
Backs Teacher 
In College Fight
N.P.L.D . Organizes 
W ide Campaign for 

Reinstatement
A LLE N TO W N , Pa., M ay 22.— Pro

fessor W inslow  N. I la l le t t  of Cedar 
Crest College, dismissed fo r his la 
bor activ ities  by the Board of T rus 
tees. has been jo ined in his- figh t 
fo r reinstatement in the local col
lege by the A llen tow n Central 
Trades and Labor Council and the 
Pennsylvania Unemployed Leagues.

The centra l body appointed a 
committee o f fou r to see the college 
trustees. I f  Professor H a lle tt is  
not reinstated by May 23. the cen
tra l body is committed to launching 
a campaign against the college 
Professor H a lle tt, treasurer o f local 
359 of the Am erican Federation of 
Teachers, is a delegate to the Cen- 
t ra l Trades and Labor Counci1.

P.U .L. Protests
The Pennsylvania Unemployed 

League passed a resolution denounc
ing the dismissal of D r. H a lle tt as 
a move against organized labor and 
notified its  county organizations to 
take action. D r. H a lle tt is  active 
in  the Lehigh County Unemployed 
League.

Florence C urtis  Hanson, national 
secretary of the Am erican Federa
tion  of Teachers, has pledged the 
support o f the national organiza
tion  to D r. H a lle tt ’s figh t fo r  re in 
statement. The A llen tow n and 
Philadelph ia  teachers locals have 
condemned the college trustees. 
Through the Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense, N o rth  Dakota State Col
lege loca l of the teachers has 
pledged its  support of D r. H a lle tt 
and is ra lly in g  Northwestern labor 
organizations to his fight.

President W illia m  F. C urtis  and 
the Board of Trustees of Cedar 
Crest have refused to give any rea
son fo r D r. H a lle tt ’s dismissal. 
The fo rm a l notice contained no 
charges. The American Association 
of U n ivers ity  Professors, the Am 
erican C iv il L iberties Union, and 
the Am erican Federation of Teach
ers have a ll requested a w ritte n  
statement o f the reasons fo r his 
dismissal but have been met w ith  
stony silence by the trustees. In  
conversations w i h Dr. H a lle tt, 
however, President C urtis  defin ite ly 
stated th a t h is teaching a b ility  was 
in no way in  question, and adm it
ted tha t his w ork  in  the unions and 
the unemployed organization were 
the basis fo r the trustees’ action.

Church Considers Case
The Eastern Synod of the Re

formed Church, w ith  w h ich Cedar 
Crest College is connected, is now 
in  session, and lib e ra l m in is ters 
have pledged themselves to  bring  
D r. H a lle tt ’s case on the floor of 
the convention. The Church League 
fo r  In d u s tria l Democracy, the 
League fo r In d u s tr ia l Ijemocracy, 
the Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
and the Committee on Academic 
Freedom of the C iv il L ibe rties  U n
ion have sent telegrams urg ing the 
synod to demand D r. H a lle tt ’s re
instatement. ____________________

Lette rs of protest should be sent 
to the President and Board of 
Trustees, Cedar Crest College, A l
lentown, Pa.

H A R TFO R D , Conn. (F P )— Wage 
hoosts have ended a 17-day strike 
of more than 1,500 union teamsters 
in the Connecticut valley.

-<$>

Central Union 
Slams D illon  
For Settlement
W orse than H it le r  

Toledo Body 
Finds

TOLEDO, M ay 17— The Toledo 
Union Leader, organ of the Toledo 
Centra l Labor Union, bears sharp 
witness to the bare-faced treason of 
Green, D illo n  and Co. In the Chev
ro le t strike . In  addition to the 
story of the settlement,”  the paper 
bears a three column ed ito ria l 
headed “ M ussolin i— H it le r— D illo n .”

To quote : “ The s tr ike rs  voted 
not to a llow  D illo n  the priv ilege o f 
addressing them u n t il a fte r the 
vote was taken. When M r. D illo n  
came in to  the m eeting h a ll the an i
m osity fe lt  against h im  by the 
workers m anifested its e lf  in  loud 
boos from  a ll sides . . .  he flew in to  
a v io len t rage and to ld  the officers 
o f the union th a t the charte r o f the 
union was revoked . . . when Tay lo r 
tr ie d  to pac ify  h im  he showed even 
more p la in ly  his in a b ility  to stand 
the gaff. . . . He le ft the b a ll amid 
the boos o f the workers who b itte r 
ly  resented his au tocratic  and d ic
ta to r ia l a ttitude.

D illo n ’s D ictatorship
“ H is  d ic ta torsh ip  however had 

the desired effect. The officers of 
the union, fea ring  th is  one man who 
had the power to take away from  
thousands o f . workers the union 
cha rte r th a t they had paid fo r  in 
s tr ife  su ffe ring  and money, pleaded 
w ith  h im  to  re turn .

“ Never in  the h is to ry  o f the labor 
movement have I  witnessed such a 
ease o f dom ination, such an a rro 
gant d isregard o f the rig h ts  of 
workers or such a positive d ic ta 
to rsh ip  over free Americans as was 
shown by th is  representative o f the 
A. F. o f L . who is h ired out o f 
money pa id in to  the Federation 
treasury by per capita ta x  on the 
ra n k  and file.

“ D illo n  was not alone in  assisting 
the w r it in g  o f an agreement which 
was 95 percent in  fa vo r of the com
pany. J. A- W ilson, ex-president of 
the P a tte rn  M akers Association of 
America, was sent here according 
to  reports as the d irec t representa
tiv e  of President Green.

“ The sabotage practised against 
the w orkers by these high hat, w e ll 
pa id and w e ll fed ind iv idua ls  beg
gars descrip tion in  po lite  language.

In  F ittin g  Company
“ M ussolini, H it le r , no r any of the 

present d ic ta to rs  could possibly 
take a more a rrogant stand. The 
cheap laud ing of M r. Knudsen (vice 
president o f  the G.M.C.) through 
the public press by M r. D illo n  had 
the subservient r in g  o f a p o litica l 
job holder. I t  is now up to the 
local unions in Toledo and else
where to find out from  President 
Green i f  h ired organizers are 
placed in  the fie ld  under his in 
structions to act as d icta tors, and 
to force the rank and file  to vote as 
dictated under pain o f being put 
out of the labor movement.

“ I f  tha t is the policy o f those 
elected as officers in the A. F. of L. 
the qu icker we workers know i t  the 
sooner we w il l  he able to s ta rt a 
fight fo r Am erican freedom by pu rg 
ing the labor movement o f d icta tors 
who live  off the per cap ita l tax of 
we workers.”

C O O L IE  W A G ES
Low Scales W ill Drive 
A ll Union Rates Down
“Fear of Strikes” Disturbs Bill Green 

—  Would Rather Talk
In  the days when black slavery was legal ini the South, the slaves 

had security. They were w orth something to th e ir owners ; and as a 
consequence were fed, clothed and sheltered, and given tnedical care, 

so that they m ight be strong and healthy.
The work re lie f rates just issued by “our” President Roosevelt as 

a part of his “security” program, legalize a  new slavery ini the South, 
a slavery of starvation and nakedness, w ithout shelter, w ithout m edi
cal care, an endless, hopeless, dism al, slavery th at guarantees to m il
lions of “free” Americans an existence worse than that of Indian  
Pariahs.

------------ ----------------------------------------------<s> The Very M inim um
$19.00 per month is not the m ini-

Bakers Strike 
To Gain Union 
Demands in NY

F ig h tin g  against low  wages, dis
crim ina tion  and f ir in g  of union 
men, the bakers and drivers of the 
G ottfried  B aking  Co. plants in  M an
hattan and Bronx struck work a t 
noon Monday.

A ll workers in  the plants, sales
men, drivers, bakers, helpers and 
maintenance workers includ ing a 
large number o f women workers, 
organized in Baking Factory W ork 
ers Local 50 of the Baking  and Con
fectionary W orkers In te rn a tion a l 
Union, are out. The plants are tied 
up solid. A ttem pts to move a few 
scab trucks  led to clashes w ith  
pickets. One G ottfried  thug fired 
on pickets. Some scabs were beaten 
up in  a figh t and i t  is reported tha t 
a couple o f trucks driven by scabs 
landed in the rive r. Company offi
cials called up the union to inqu ire  
about lost trucks— but there were 
no detectives nor d ivers ava ilab le 
a t s trike  headquarters to assist in 
the search.

Herman Guild, general secretary 
o f Local 50 stated tha t steps are 
being taken to spread the s tr ik e  to 
the W estchester p lan t of the com
pany and also to tie  up the Moore 
B aking Co. of Astoria , subsidiary 
o f the G o ttfrie d  Co.

Local 50 was fo rm erly  a p a rt of 
the Amalgamated Food W orkers, 
an independent in d u s tria l union. 
To u n ify  the ranks o f union labor, 
i t  jo ined w ith  the In te rna tiona l, an 
A. F. o f L. union, recently. On the 
terms of the unifica tion, Local 50 
Baking Factory W orkers has the 
r ig h t to organize a ll employees of 
the B aking Factories inc lud ing 
drivers. Organized w ork is proceed
ing to line up a ll baking factory 
workers in  New Y ork in  Local 50.

The demands of the union in 
clude : union recognition, re instate
ment o f s ix  men fired fo r union ac
t iv ity ,  increased wages and im 
proved w ork ing  conditions th a t w i l l  
overcome the speed-up.

SUBSCRIBE TO NEW  M IL IT A N T

Key Lumber Plants W alk Out 
Industry Tied Up on West Coast

S E A T TLE  (F P ) .— W ith  the in 
du s try ’s key plants in  Longview 
fin a lly  affected by the s trike , 35,000 
tim ber workers are confidently 
hold ing th e ir ranks firm .

In  an attem pt to keep workers 
a t the Long B e ll and Weyerhauser 
m ills  a t Longview from  going out, 
the operators offered a peace p ro 
posal g ran ting  50 cents an hour, a 
40-hour week w ith  tim e and a ha lf, 
and recognition o f the S aw m ill and 
T im ber W orkers Union, bu t not the 
closed shop. T h is was rejected by 
an 8 to 1 vote and 3,000 m ill w ork
ers w alked out.

S trikers are demanding union 
recognition, abo lition  o f the black* 
lis t, 75 cents an hour, and a 5-day, 
30-hour week. Refusal o f the Long
view workers to accept a separate 
agreement has strengthened the 
sentiment fo r  a un ifo rm  agreement 
fo r  the whole Industry.

Longview pulp, , paper and sul
ph ite workers expect to be out by 
M ay 29, the present con tract exp ir
ing on May 26. The loca l has a l

ready sent a resolution to a ll pulp 
locals c a llin g  fo r  s trike  action on 
May 29.

Unemployed organizations in  the 
Pacific northwest are cooperating 
by raking care of p icketing employ
ment agencies and re lie f stations 
and by Ins truc tin g  a ll members not 
to take jobs in  s truck  m ills .

Readers Attention! 
Change of Address
From  June 1 the address of 

the W orkers P arty, the Spar- 
tacus Youth League, the In te r
national W orkers School, I he 
New M ilita n t and the New In 
ternational w ill be 55 East 11th 
Street, New York C ity.

The Pioneer Publishers re
mains at the present address, 
96 F ifth  Avenue.

mum wage, as the newspapers 
headline. U nskilled  Southern w o rk
ers may consider themselves lucky 
to receive $19 a month. Not only 
has H a rry  Hopkins the r ig h t to 
vary wages w ith in  ten per cent, 
which im m ediate ly sets the m in i
mum a t $17.10 instead o f $19.00, 
but the wages are not paid “ fo r tim e 
lost because of vo lun ta ry  absence, 
illness, completion or postponement 
of project, or permanent dism issal.”

A  w orker try in g  to support h im 
self, his w ife  and his ch ildren, to 
pay rent, buy food and clothes fo r 
a ll on a wage of $19 a month may 
be excused i f  lie is i l l  from  “ under
nourishm ent”  or “ exposure.”  B ut 
i f  lie is i l l  his pay ceases, and he 
must go through the red tape of 
ge tting  back on re lie f. The w orker 
fa lls  i l l  because his wages are too 
low —according to Roosevelt’s ‘'se
c u r ity ”  program the remedy is to 
cut his wages, and le t the man and 
his fa m ily  starve to death w h ile  
w a iting  to get on relief.

The w orkers’ wages depend on 
“ the completion or postponement o f 
the pro ject.”  Every tim e a job is 
finished, or postponed by some gov
ernm ental whim , the w o rke r loses 
even his pittance du ring  the period 
when he is neither w o rk ing  nor on 
relief.

$19 a month is not a t a l l the m in
imum. I t  ks cut in the provisions 
o f t iic  order its e lf to $17.10, and 
w ill lie cut in practice to  even lower 
scales.

T ru ly  the slaves of the old South 
were fo rtuna te  not to live  in  the 
era o f Roosevelt “ Security.”

Lower Everywhere
$19 per month is the lowest scale 

in t lie  lowest zone, the deep South. 
I f  the scale w i l l  be lower in  prac
tice there, i t  w i l l  be proportionate
ly  lower throughout the country.

In  order to w rin g  every last pos
sible penny out of the unemployed 
three divisions have been created. 
The country is divided in to  fou r 
zones, the wages vary ing  according 
to zone. Labor has been divided 
in to  fou r categories, unskilled, in 
termediate, skilled, and profession
al, wages va ry ing  according to cat
egory. F in a lly  (he places o f work 
w ith in  the zones are divided acc
ord ing to population, cities of over 
100,000, cities of over 50,000, towns 
o f over 25,000, over 5000, and under 
5000, wages vary ing again accord
ing to size of the c ity.

Thus $19 is set fo r  w o rk  in zone 
4, fo r  unskilled labor in towns of 
less than 5000.

The highest wage, fo r  profession
als, in zone 1, the North, in  c ities 
o f more than 100,000 is $94 a 
month.

How Scales W ere Determined
The wage scales, say the reports, 

were determined by checking wage 
data w ith  other Wage in fo rm ation, 
inc lud ing  c iv i l works earnings, 
weekly earnings In priva te  indust
ry, construction wage data, etc.”

Apparently  the procedure fo llo w 
ed, was to obtain the lowest pos
sible wage rates from  every source, 
d iv ide the resu ltan t average by two, 
and procla im  the resu lt as a p ro
found study of the wage levels o f 
workers.

A  comparison of wage scales o f 
the Roosevelt re lie f program  w ith  
the scales on the PW A shows a cat
astrophic drop. Under the P W A  in  
the South, now Zone 4, unskilled 
labor received 40 cents an hour, 
sk illed  labor $1.00. Under the new 
“secu rity ”  program  unskilled labor 
receives 19 cents per hour in cities 
o f over 100,000 (12 cents an hour 
in  ru ra l d is tr ic ts ) , sk illed  labo r re
ceives 42 cents and hour in  cities 

(Coottoned on Page 4)

Youth Confab 
Swayed by SYL 
In  Minneapolis
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Comments
On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 

Happiness
.li. in i By BILL REICHt= s:

INSIDE STORY OF TOLEDO STRIKE

Land of the Free . . .
Because she partic ipated in  an 

eviction demonstration, Mrs. Stella 
Petroski, of W ilkes Barre , Pa,., 
m other of e ight children born in  
Am erica, faces deporta tionn to Po
land. . . . Col. Theodore Roosevelt, 
J r., a t the Boy Scouts’ S ilver J u b il
ee, disclosed tha t the organization 
has a “ red flag”  lis t  of more than 
2,000 persons considered u n fit to 
lead or influence Am erican boys. 
“ The greatest b it  of pa trio tism  be
in g  done in  the Ünited States today 
is being done by the  Boy Scouts. 
O ur red flag lis t  is in  constant use.”  
. . . The Order of Red Men and the 
E lks  have gathered over a m illio n  
signatures to a pe tition  urg ing leg 
is la tio n  against “ reds” . . . .

And Home of Brave . . .
B ruce Barton, the man who Bab- 

b ittized Christ, s ta tes : “ I t  is a hard 
th in g  to say, but we are used to 
lu x u ry  in  th is  country and i t  has 
softened us.”  . . . C u rtis  W ilson, 
gassed w ar veteran and evicted 
m iner, lives w ith  his fa m ily  of nine 
In a one-room tent on P a in t Creek, 
West V irg in ia . On ra iny  n igh ts  the 
fa m ily  huddles in  a corner to keep 
dry. Two of the children have 
never lived in  a house. The fam ily  
receives a weekly food order of 
$2.50. The fa th e r’s w ar compensa
tion  was cut off by Roosevelt’s eco
nomy program. He is en titled  to 
the m axim um  bonus. . . . According 
to T IM E  magazine, President Roos
evelt a t the Woodmont Rod and 
Gun Club in  the Blue Ridge Moun
tains, lunched on venison steak, re 
tire d  to the p riva te  lake where he 
reeled In  ten large tro u t. F o llow 
ing  a dinner o f bro iled pheasant he 
sat down to w r ite  the scathing 
bonus veto message. . . .

Great Minds . . .
Roger Babson advocates: “ (1) 

Tem porary disenfranchisem ent o f 
re lie f w o rkers ; (2) payment on re
lie f  jobs of on lv s ix ty -five  percent 
o f going priva te  wages; and (3) life  
pensions fo r  Senators. These mea
sures would show business men and 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  th a t the adm in is tra
tion  does not believe in  Communism 
o r the destruction o f p riva te  pro
perty, bu t is try in g  to w o rk  along 
sound lines and a t the same tim e 
keep the rad ica ls in  check”  . . .  A  
correspondent from  C u rryv ille , Pa., 
w rites  to B. C. Forbes, Hearst 
M outhpiece: “ Our patience is
reaching the breaking po int a t the 
m eddling of our a lien population. 
I f  th is  government doesn’t  suit 
them, send them back where they 
belong.”  Forbes rep lies : “ Doesn't 
th a t r in g  t ru ly  Am erican— of the 
Am erica of p re -bra in-trust days?”

Higher Learning . . .
The I llin o is  leg is la ture  demands 

an investigation o f Chicago U n i
ve rs ity  a fte r W algren, the drug
gist, removed his niece because of 
“ rad ica l social teachings”  there. . . . 
An expensive expedition to Central 
Am erica is planned by the U n iver
s ity  of Chicago fo r D r. A. E. Em er
son th a t he m ig h t study social con
d ition s  among term ites (w h ite  
ants) . . . The Federal Grand Ju ry  
Association o f New Y ork  procla im s: 
“ Unam erican princip les have been 
taught in  w orkers’ schools in  the 
past. We reg ister disapproval of 
fu r th e r  use of Federal funds fo r 
such unpa trio tic  activ ities. I t  is 
w e ll tc  preface workers’ classes 
w ith  a study of Am ericanism and 
the words and tune of the Star 
Spangled Banner.”  . . .

Fearless Journalism ...
In  October, 1934. the San F ran 

cisco A rgonaut stated: “ In Mercian’ 
the people o f C a lifo rn ia  have a 
promise and n symbol of strength, 
progress and s ta b ility  of trad ition a l 
g ro w lli.”  . . . For po litica l advan
tage .Verriam  smiles on the T ow n
send plan, government co-operatives 
fo r  the unemployed, and a higher 
income tax. Today the San F ra n 
cisco A rgonaut decries: “ A ll one 
can discern in M erriam  is cobwebs 
from  an empty skull. Heaven help 
ns from  the fo lly  of having chosen 
such a man ns governor.”  . . .

Society Notes . . .
The largest crowd in years as

sembled at the Youngstown, Ohio, 
Y.M.C.A. to hear Sally Rand, fan 
dancer, discourse on 'T ’he Econom
ic Dangers of Communism.”  . . . 
Cowhand Percy Gassaway, Con
gressman from  Oklahoma, has ad
opted the s logan : “ Every Woman 
a Queen!” . . . Barbara H u tto n ’s 
dad paid $3,000,000 to get r id  of 
Prince M divani. . . . A fte r  the T o
ledo se ll-ou t Edw ard F  McGrady, 
f irs t assistant to Fannie Perkins, 
s ta ted : “ O ther American Federa
tion  of Labor strikes in the auto 
indus try  w i l l  be cleaned up in  short 
o rder." . . . John I). Rockefeller is 
nearly  07 years old. . . . D irec to r W. 
C. Mendenhall, of the U. S. Geolog
ica l Survey announces tha t A m eri
ca’s oldest louse, a t in y  insect tha t 
lived 30,000,000 years ago, has been 
discovered. . Roger Firestone, 
grandson of m u lti-m illio n a ire  t ire - 
man, H arvey Firestone, was voted 
“ most lik e ly  to succeed”  by Prince
ton seniors

AR T  P R E IS  
; This is the firs t of a 
ee articles by A rt 

the great Toledo strike, 
s was the editor of 
T ru th ,”  the Chevrolet 
bulletin .)

ne w i l l  deny th a t the Toledo 
Chevrolet s tr ike  was one o f the 
most rem arkable labo r battles ever 
fough t in  th is  country.

1,300 ra w  recru its  to unionism, 
from  a group o f production workers 
fo rm erly  considered among the 
most docile in  industry , fo r  three 
weeks fought to a s tand -s till one of 
the most pow erfu l corporations in 
the world . B u t one week in  the 
union, they over-rode the t im id ity  
and actua l h o s tility  of th e ir  own 
na tiona l leaders in  ca llin g  the s trike  
and conducted themselves w ith  a 
m ilitancy , d iscip line and precision 
scarcely ever excelled in  Am erican 
labor h is to ry. On th e ir  own in it ia 
tive, in  the face of the o u trig h t op
position o f th e ir own h igher offi
c ia ls , they spread the s trike  to tens 
of thousands o f o ther auto workers 
in  d is ta n t c ities and effective ly 
paralyzed an entire  g ian t corpora
tion.

They distinguished themselves not 
m erely on the p icket lines, however, 
bu t in  th a t complex and treacher
ous fie ld o f negotiations. They de
manded and secured d irec t negotia 
tions between th e ir  employers and 
elected w orkers fro m  th e ir  own 
ranks. The pressure, au tho rity , 
propaganda and in tim id a tio n  o f the 
government, press and employers 
combined could not deceive o r de
m oralize them. They forced some 
measure o f concessions from  an 
h ith e rto  unyie ld ing gang o f indus
t r ia l overlords.

W ent Down Fighting
I f  in  the end they bowed to the 

shameless and brazen treachery o f 
some of th e ir  own leaders and re 
turned to w ork  w ith  very p a rtia l 
gains, they d id  so on ly a fte r the 
most s t ir r in g  resistance and protest 
conceivable under the circum stanc
es. F a r fro m  succumbing to a d is
illus ionm ent and dem oralization 
w h ich m ig h t w e ll have shattered 
th e ir  ranks, as has happened in  
s im ila r circumstances w ith  other 
older and more experienced union 
groups, w ith in  24 hours they met 
again to denounce those who had 
betrayed them, to analyze th e ir  suc
cesses and mistakes in  preparation 
fo r a fu tu re  ba ttle  w h ich  they are 
determ ined to make, and to present 
an unbroken fro n t o f loya l unionism  
more figh ting  and progressive than 
ever.

No competent observer would re
gard such an example of w o rk ing  
class struggle and so lida rity  as 
something spontaneous. The record 
of the present leaders o f the A. F. 
o f L., th e ir  methods and attitudes 
as proved in  s im ila r past instances 
in  steel, rubber, auto, te x tile  and 
other basic industries, would in d i
cate th a t more was needed than 
spontaneous w i l l  to  off-set the de
m ora liz ing  and sha tte ring  effects o f 
th e ir  restra in ing, demagogic and 
bureaucratic dom ination. From  
w hat occurred in  the Toledo Chev
ro le t strike , certa in questions m ust

Told by a Leading Participant in the 
Battle with General Motors

in ev itab ly  arise. W hat was th e ly  affect the production o f steel,
leadership and guidance, w hat the 
program, w ha t the forces th a t de
term ined the course of these events? 
F urthe r, and more significant, w hat 
were the  means and methods em
ployed by th is  leadership?

Role of the W . P.
The answer to the f irs t  question 

is generally known and conceded. 
A l l  competent observers fo r  the 
cap ita lis t press of the nation, in 
c lud ing such an in form ed reporter 
as Louis S tark o f the New Y ork 
Times, a ttr ibu ted  the leading in flu 
ence to the W orkers P arty . I t  was 
pu b lic ly  recognized by F rancis  D i l 
lon, na tiona l A. F. of L. organizer, 
who fought the progressives and 
tem porarily  curbed the strike. I t  
has been openly acknowledged d i
rec tly  and in d ire c tly  by offic ia l rep
resentatives o f both the Socialist 
and the Communist parties in  To
ledo.

More v ita l fo r the fu tu re  gu id
ance of the American w o rk ing  class, 
however, is  the answer to the sec
ond question. T ha t answer lies 
correctly  not m erely in  the immed
iate and apparent events preceding 
and du ring  the s trike , bu t in  events 
which are rooted in  the entire 
course o f the labo r movement in 
Toledo fo r the past tw o years. II 
derives en tire ly  from  the activ ities  
and development o f the W orkers 
P a rty  in  Toledo.

Toledo Before A uto-Lite
U n til the tim e of the A u to -L ite  

s tr ike  o f last May, Toledo to  most 
people was m erely a stop-over be
tween Cleveland and D e tro it o r the 
place where a boxer named Demp
sey gained im m o rta lity  by success
fu lly  pounding w ith  his fists a fe l
low  named Jess W illa rd . I ts  only 
other c la im  to d is tinc tion  was the 
fac t th a t a l l bu t one o f its  ten 
banks had collapsed tw o  years be
fore Roosevelt stab ilized the bank
ing  system of the nation by closing 
a ll the banks. In  1932, 60 to 70 
percent o f its  fo rm erly  g a in fu lly  
employed population was unem
ployed.

Toledo was also a notorious 
cheap-labor, “ scab”  town. W hat
ever unions were in  existence were 
weak and ineffectua l c ra ft  unions 
among the sk illed  trades. Year 
a fte r year they continued in  th e ir 
sleepy and ineffectual way. There 
was no expansion, v ita l i ty  or ac tiv 
ity .

Latent Power of W orkers
For a labo r movement b u ilt  on 

exclusive and c ra ft lines solely, 
to ta lly  unconcerned about develop
ing genuine power so long as they 
could fo r t i fy  the com parative hand
fu l in  th e ir  own ranks, the fa c t th a t 
Toledo was the glass and iu to - 
parts  center o f Am erica was not 
even recognized. They did  not 
know, or were unconcerned about 
the fac t th a t a stoppage o f produc
tion  in  even a few  plants in  Toledo 
would be sufficient to paralyze au
tom obile production, and indirect-

coal and other basic products w h ich  
fo r  the past few  years has been 
sustained la rge ly  by the continued 
expansion of the automobile indus
try . The Toledo in d u s tr ia l w o rk 
ers had a weapon fo r power in  the ir 
hands which they did  not know 
e ither existed or how to use.

Today, Toledo is a union tow n to 
a very great extent. W ith in  one 
year i t  has won a name fo r  its  elf 
as a stronghold of progressive and 
m ilita n t unionism. Over twenty 
successful o r p a rtia lly  successful 
strikes have been waged in  the past 
12 months in  a ll of w h ich  mass 
picket lines and mass action have 
been the cha racteris tic  weapon o f 
labor. In  almost every s trike  those 
who have organized and led the 
picket lines have been W orkers 
P a rty  members. S ta rtin g  w ith  the 
famous A u to -L ite  strike , through 
the La rrow e M illin g  and A rm ou r 
and S w ift strikes, up to the Gen
era l M ilk  D rive rs  and F E R A  strikes, 
the W orkers P a rty  has la id  down 
the lines of the m ilita n t s trike  
strategy employed, and its  members 
have personally led the struggles. 
T h e ir pa rtic ip a tion  was known and 
welcomed, often o ffic ia lly  invited , 
th e ir advice and tactics were con
sidered and la rge ly  pursued.

The F irs t B attle
I t  was in  the A u to -L ite  s trike  

tha t the W. P. f irs t showed its  m et
tle  and sowed the seeds of m ilita n t 
unionism and working-class so lidar
ity  w h ich  are today the character
istics of the Toledo labo r movement. 
W ith  bu t five or s ix  ac tua l pa rty  
members a t the tim e, none o f Whom 
were connected w ith  the union, the 
W orkers Party , w ith  the aid  o f the 
Lucas County Unemployed League, 
which the W. P. had organized and 
in  w h ich  its  members had been 
most active and prom inent, w ent on 
the picket-lines, a t a tim e when the 
s trike  was com pletely demoralized, 
defied the in junc tion  against mass 
picketing, to whioh the reactionary 
leaders o f the auto union, Ramsey 
and Bossier, had t im id ly  subm it
ted, revived the s trike , b u ilt  up 
mass p icke t lines, reorganized the 
scattered ranks o f the s trike rs  and 
personally led the workers on the 
f ir in g  line  in  the s ix-day “ B a ttle  of 
Chestnut H i l l ”  against a l l the 
forces o f the police, deputies and 
N a tiona l Guards.

B u t the activ ities  o f the W orkers 
P a rty  on ly began w ith  th is  strike. 
The next job was to clean out the 
union, weaken the reactionary and 
backward influences, and establish 
the union on a figh ting , progressive 
basis. Several o f the most courag
eous, in te llig e n t and active members 
of the union were brought in to  the 
W. P. W ork ing  under the guidance 
and d isc ip line  o f the W. P., they 
began to organize a progressive 
bloc inside the union. These pro
gressives drew up a slate o f officers 
which they ran in  the union elec
tions, cap turing  seven out o f twelve

offices. Among those who were 
placed in  office was J im m y Roland, 
the fig h tin g  leader of the Toledo 
Chevrolet s trikers, who, from  the 
beginning was a leader o f the pro
gressive forces. Progressives Were 
elected to positions on th e ir execu
tive  shop committees of the d iffe r
ent plants w h ich were organized 
and were placed upon the general 
executive committee of the local. 
The W. P. inside and outside o f the 
union began to expose the policies 
of Ramsey and Bossier. I ts  mem
bers b u ilt  up an a ir - t ig h t case 
based on iro n  facts w ith  which to 
lay open th e ir  an ti-un ion activ ities. 
When the progressives were organ
ized to  sufficient strength, they 
placed charges against these cor
ru p t leaders, fou gh t them openly 
on the floo r o f the union and had 
them ousted fro m  office.

In  Passing
In  th is  connection, a passing 

w ord should be given to the stupid 
charges voiced in  the D a ily  W orker 
ed ito ria l of M ay 6, t it le d  “ Rene
gades in  Toledo.”  T h is  ed ito ria l, 
obviously w r itte n  in  New Y ork  by 
some hack en tire ly  igno ran t o f the 
Toledo situa tion , asserted th a t the 
“ Am erican W orkers P a rty ”  was 
m aking an alliance w ith  Ramsey, 
“ an A. F. of L. offic ia l,”  to s p lit the 
strike. T h is  is no t m erely a de lib
erate lie, bu t a s il ly  one, since 
everyone in  Toledo knows th a t 
there is no such offic ia l as Ramsey 
in  the union, and th a t i t  was the 
W. P. members and progressives 
in  the union who forced his ousting 
e ight m onths ago.

F o llow ing  the cleaning up o f the 
union, the  progressives pushed fo r 
w ard a program  o f in tensive organ
iza tion in  the union. P lan t a fte r 
p lan t was organized, signed con
trac ts  secured -from  the employers, 
and the un ion ’s position consolidat
ed and company unionism  smashed 
in  a ll the p lants a lready organized. 
The m ilitancy  w h ich  the workers 
had learned in  the A u to -L ite  s trike  
held good. V io la tions of the term s 
o f the contracts by the bosses m et 
w ith  im m ediate and strong action. 
Inside and departm ental strikes 
were numerous. The union men 
were constantly v ig ila n t in  the 
maintenance o f th e ir  rights.

General Motors N ext
One p lan t alone remained, in  par

ticu la r, to be organized. B u t th is  
p lan t was a harder n u t to crack 
than the others had been. T h is  was 
not the p lan t o f some loca l cap ita l
ists. I t  was a p a rt o f th a t huge 
net-work belonging to the seeming
ly  a ll-po w e rfu l General Motors 
Corp., the Chevrolet M otor Ohio 
Company, key transm ission p lan t 
fo r the Chevrolet Corp. W orkers in  
th is  p la n t had always shunned un
ionism They w ou ld  not even ac
cept leaflets. N o t m ore than a 
sm all ha nd fu l had ever been in 
duced even to a ttend an open union 
meeting. The spy-system, the b lack
lis t, the company union reigned su
preme. B u t forces were a t w o rk  
inside and outside o f the Chevrolet 
p lan t w h ich  a ll the power and in 
tim id a tio n  of General M otors could 
not offset.

(Continued next week)

IN  T H E  U N I O N S
i B y K A R L  L O R E ;

The ba ttle  o f the Toledo Chevro
le t workers seems to have set off 
the spark o f another s tr ik e  wave. 
In  the N orthw est the lum ber w o rk
ers have succeeded in  shu tting  down 
operations. The independent Indus
t r ia l  U n ion of M arine and Ship
bu ild in g  W orkers, on s tr ike  a t Cam
den, plans to  spread its  f ig h t a l l  
over the A tla n tic  Coast. P h ilade l
ph ia teamsters tied  up the c ity ’s 
food supply in  a suprise w a lkou t. 
And now comes w ord fro m  W ash
ington th a t a l l negotiations fo r  a 
peaceful settlem ent in  the coal in 
dus try  have broken down and th a t 
a na tiona l s tr ik e  o f the men o f the 
picks is on the order o f the day. 
Only passage o f the McGuffey Coal 
S tab iliza tion  Act, say the W ashing
ton correspondents, can head off a 
na tiona l w a lkou t. T h a t act, sup
ported by a considerable section o f 
the operators as w e ll as by the 
U n ited M ine W orkers, provides fo r  
government regulation o f the indus
try . The U.M.W. sees in  i t  a sub
s titu te  fo r  the price contro l fea
tures o f the coal code w h ich  have 
broken down completely.

Newspaper Guild . . .
One o f the m ost in te resting  and 

d ram atic  organizations in  the Am 
erican scene w i l l  ho ld its  second 
annual convention early  in  June a t 
Cleveland, Ohio. About 125 dele
gates from  various branches o f the 
Am erican Newspaper G uild  w i l l  ga
the r to  face the problems o f the 
professional w orker in  a declin ing 
cap ita lis t world . I t  is in d ica tive  of 
the nature o f these problems th a t 
the b ig  issue w i l l  be th a t o f a ffilia 
t ion  to  the Am erican Federation o f 
Labor.

The question arose w ith in  the 
G uild  soon a fte r its  fo rm ation . B u t 
on ly  a hand fu l o f members then 
recognized the im portance o f a tie- 
up w ith  organized labor. The idea 
has made g ian t strides in  the past 
year. W ith  some experience w ith  
publishers under th e ir  b e lt and the 
example o f te Newark s trike  fresh  
in  m ind, the issue o f a ffilia tio n  w i l l  
be the m a jo r one. A t las t year’s 
convention a t St. Paul, the ques
tion  was not allowed to assume 
large proportions. The newspaper 
workers had not had the necessary 
experience. Things w i l l  be d iffe r
ent a t Cleveland.

There is no way o f te llin g  w ha t 
the convention vote on th is  a ll- im 
po rta n t m a tte r w i l l  he. The pro
a ffilia tion  forces favo r a referendum  
of the en tire  membership. A  New 
Y ork  membership meeting held 
ea rly  in  M ay endorsed a ffilia tio n  by 
a ten to  one m a jo rity . The N ew ark 
G uild, a fte r th e ir  experiences in  the

N ew ark Ledger strike , are so lid  in  
th e ir  support fo r  closer ties w ith  
the organized labor movement.

Split?. .
A n ti-a ffilia tio n  forces are ta lk in g  

about the poss ib ility  of a s p lit  i f  
the proposal carries, bu t the lik e li
hood o f any such action  is  consid
ered remote. A  le tte r, signed hy 
nine members o f the Board  o f Gov
ernors o f the N ew ark u n it  and
prin ted  in  the  “ G u ild  Reporter,”
are s ig n ifica n t:

“ . . . i t  is  our conviction, grown 
out of the Ledger s trike , th a t the 
G uild  m ust get in to  the A. F. o f B. 
. . . We are concerned over an ap
parent move by a group s trong ly  
opposed to  a ffilia tio n  to panic the
general membership w ith  the
threa t, a t least im p lied, of a  s p lit  
in  the G u ild  i f  a ffilia tio n  is voted. 
. . . There is  the very rea l like lihood  
th a t a t least a few good u n its  w i l l  
not be able to w iths tand  the on
slaught o f th e ir  employers i f  we 
rem ain ou t o f the m ain  stream of 
the labor movement. No one ques
tions the r ig h t  to oppose a ffilia tio n  
B u t when th a t opposition is  backed 
up by the th re a t to w ith d ra w , the 
opponent has ta lked  him self out 
o f court.”

Copper . . .
In  an e ffo rt to solve the problem 

th a t has been created by the d iv i
sion o f the M ontana copper m iners 
in to  c ra ft unions, the M ontana 
State M iners Council has been o r
ganized. The Council w i l l  embrace 
under its  ju r is d ic tio n  everyone 
w o rk ing  in  and around mines, m ills  
and smelters in  th a t state. A l l  the 
various c ra fts  in  the in du s try  w i l l  
have representation on the counciL 

Hère we have another e ffo rt to  
solve the problem o f in d u s tr ia l un
ionism  by the council method. In  
rubber, e lec trica l equipment, m anu
fa c tu rin g  and m any other indus
tries, th is  shoddy substitu te  fo r  the 
rea l th ing , has been introduced to  
k id  the w orkers in to  be liev ing th a t 
they have in d u s tr ia l unionism. The 
s itua tion  n  the m eta l mines is  es
pecia lly  im portan t. A t  the las t ses
sion o f the Executive Council o f the 
A. F. o f L., representatives o f the 
M ill,  M ine and Smelter W orkers 
protested the action o f the M eta l 
Trades D epartm ent in  tak in g  a l l 
the sk illed  men ou t and leaving 
on ly  the unskilled  in  the m iners’ 
union. T he ir appeal was rejected. 
The fo rm a tion  of the Council is  an 
a ttem pt to meet th is  s itua tion . B u t 
as long as the loca l c ra ft organiz
ations are under the discip line o f 
the in ternationa ls, un ited action  in  
the in d u s try  is  fa r  fro m  certa in.
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The Manager’s Corner

Wrong on Mass Pressure 
Reader Says
E dito r, New M il i ta n t :

When the U. S. Supreme C ourt 
reversed the verd ic t in  the Scotts- 
horo case, you published an a rtic le  
which, w h ile  i t  m ild ly  reproved the 
In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense fo r 
not having organized “ suffic ient”  
mass pressure, gave i t  c red it fo r 
having forced a reversal on the 
Supreme Court. Aside from  the 
fac t tha t the a rtic le  fa iled  to men
tion th a t Samuel S. Le ibow itz 
played a leading ro le in the hearing 
before the Supreme C ourt (w h ich 
the New M il ita n t had predicted re
peatedly was going to happen w h ile  
the I.L .I) . and the D a ily  W orker 
swore up and down th a t th is  one
tim e favo rite  of t l ie ir ’s was out of 
the case), the a rtic le  misconstrued 
the real forces a t w o rk  in the Su
preme C ourt’s reversal.

Last week the New Y ork Times 
announced th a t the Supreme Court 
had reversed sentence in  the case 
of Jess I lo llin s , Oklahoma Negro 
youth sentenced to death on a rape 
charge a fte r he was tried  by a ju ry  
whose panel included no Negroes. 
The Times and the D a ily  W orke r' 
report tha t the Court cited its  de
cision on Scottsboro “ as precedent”  | 
fo r  the H o llin s  case. j

I f  one took lite ra lly  the rem arks 
in  the New M ilita n t a rtic le  on the 
Scottsboro case one would be
lieve tha t the Court had reversed 
because of the I.L .D .’s “ mass”  
pressure. I f  one took lite ra lly  the 
rem arks in the Times and the D a ily  
W orker on the H o llin s  case, one 
would believe th a t the Court is 
governed by “ precedent”  -and then 
one could be confident th a t hence
fo r th  and fo reve r a ll sentences w il l  
be no good unless there were Ne
groes on the panel. Ne ither of these 
conclusions is true.

The fact th a t the H o llins  case was 
almost unknown u n t il the Supreme 
Court acted, the fa c t th a t there was

no organized mass pressure behind 
H o llin s  (no t even the organized 
“ masses”  o f the I.L .D .,) gives the 
clue to the tru th  about both cases.

T ra d itio n a l economic oppression 
of the southern Negroe masses has 
been trebled and quadrupled by 
the crises since 1929. There is pro
found discontent among them. The 
discontent has not yet been organ
ized, except in isolated cases such 
as the Southern Tenant Farm ers 
Union.

B u t any add itiona l provocation 
would ease the task o f serious fo r
ces seeking to organize the deep 
discontent already prevailing. And 
the Supreme Court, w h ich views 
social problems from  the viewpoint 
not of th is  or tha t cap ita lis t clique 
or group, but from  the broad view 
point of the cap ita lis t class as a 
whole, does not desire a t th is  tim e 
to give such provocation.
Even where there is no organized 
mass pressure as in the H o llins  
case, i t  reacts to the th rea t of po
ten tia l mass protest.

And th is  applies also to Scotts
boro. Despite a ll the bung ling and 
d is rup tion  o f the I.L .I)., despite 
the iso lation of the Scottsboro boys 
from  the Negroe masses (not even 
the in flu e n tia l Father D iv ine  who 
lias replaced the gangster-lawyer 
Le ibow itz as the I.L .D .’s current 
matinee idol, can sw ing more than 
a lim ited  section of the Negro mass 
behind h im ), despite the p it i fu l is
o lation o f the Scottsboro boys from  
organized labor which should es
pouse th e ir cause, despite a ll negat
ive factors, the Supreme Court set 
aside the ve rd ic t because i t  does 
not w ant at th is  tim e to p rec ip it
ate a serious con flic t w ith  the op
pressed m illions of Negroes.

In  the H o llin s  and Scottsboro 
cases, we have re a lly  the fru its  of 
unexpressed, of potentia l protest... 
of spontaneity, you m igh t say. 
T h in k  w hat a harvest we m ight 
have i f  every defense case coming 
before the courts had the backing 
o f a united labor movement— i f  
spontaneity were translated in to

organized protest. We w i l l  never 
get. th a t through the I.L .D . and i t  
is a m isfortune th a t the New M ili
tant, even fo r  a moment, should 
have given substance to the i l lu 
sion th a t the I.L .D . is not w ith o u t 
its  virtues.

The I.L .D . is the defense arm  of 
the Communist P arty , and tha t 
speaks w orlds fo r  its  character. 
W hole sections of the labor move
ment, po litica l and economic, which 
have no defense arm  should long 
ago have united to create a jo in t  
defense body inc lud ing  many pa rty  
and non-party viewpoints. Th is is 
the object o f the Non-Partisan L a 
bor Defense w hich is m oving stead
i ly  tow ard th a t goal.

W ith  fra te rn a l greetings,
— H A R R Y  STRANG.

Tobin Skunk Should 
Have C P  Rat fo r Pal
E d ito r, New M il ita n t :

The New M il ita n t  recently  had a 
cartoon showing the Citizens A l l i 
ance of M inneapolis tak in g  its  pet 
skunk, Dan Tobin, fo r  an a iring . 
N a tu ra lly , the cartoonist showed 
the workers of the c ity  d raw ing 
hack in disgust.. B u t not every
body has shrunk from  the odor g iv 
en out by Tobin. The Communist 
P arty  has launched new attacks on 
the leaders of Local 574, ins inuating  
th a t Tobin is ju s tified  in  k ick ing  
th a t glorious local out of the Team
sters Brotherhood. The cartoonist 
should show a l i t t le  S ta lin is t ra t 
snuggling up close to Skunk Tobin 
and showing real appreciation of 
the poisonous odor which a ll the 
reactionary cabal hopes w i l l  stifle 
the genuinely revo lu tionary ele
ments in the M inneapolis labor 
movement. Rats of course do not 
go about on leashes, but sometimes 
they are tra ined by masters who s it 
fa r  away when they do th e ir  l i t t le  
tricks . — H . S.

The Party on the Flying 
Trapeze

E dito r, New M il i ta n t :
The fo llow ing  is a quotation from  

United Action, organ o f the Com
m unist Party , M innesota D is tr ic t,

May 1, 1935 Issue:
“ .W alter F ra n k  deserves the sup

po rt o f the voters in  h is  ward. He 
has been know n fo r  a long tim e as 
an active and m il ita n t  trade un
ionist. The bureaucrats do not like  
h is lig h tin g  qualities, bu t these 
qua lities give assurance th a t he 
w i l l  f ig h t to ca rry  out his pre-elec
tion  program. He is no t a member 
of the Communist P arty , and the 
P a rty  has had many serious disag
reements w ith  h im ; bu t there can 
be no doubt about h is s incerity  and 
w illingness to  serve the interests of 
the workers, and on th is  basis the 
Communist P a rty  endorses his can
didacy.”

The fo llow ing  is a quotation from  
the Rank and F ile  Federationist, 
organ o f the Communist P a rty ’s A. 
F. o f L. “ Rank and F ile  Commit
tee,”  Ju ly , 1934, issue:

“ To .W alter M. F rank, secretary 
of the Lathers No 190, who fo r 
years procla im ed h im se lf as leader 
of the m ilita n t ran k  and file, goes 
the offic ia l c red it fo r  leadership in 
the sellout (o f the May d rive rs ’ 
s trike  in  M inneapolis) . . . When 
W alte r F rank, the great ‘le ft-w ing 
e r’ heard of the death o f a special 
policeman, C. A. Lyman, vice-presi
dent of the Am erican B a ll Co., he 
rushed to the battleground and an
nounced the truce to take effect im 
mediately though o ffic ia lly  i t  d id not 
take effect t i l l  nine hours la ter. 
M r. F rank  rebuked the victorious 
pickets fo r  cheering. He wept fo r 
the death o f the special police
man.”

W hat do you say, W alter? 
are speechless.

We

What to Attend
Saturday, M ay 25, 8 :30 P.M.— Dance 

and E nte rta inm ent a t B ranch 1 
headquarters, 420 E. 19th Street, 
given by Branch 1 W.P. and S.Y.L.

Sunday, M ay 26, 10:30 A.M.— H ike 
to H unters Island. Take Lex ing
ton Ave. Subway (lo ca l) to  Pel
ham Bay Station. Auspices S.Y.L.

F rom  the Toledo branch we have 
been in form ed th a t the membership 
is s ta rtin g  an im m ediate d rive  to 
obtain one hundred subscriptions 
fo r the New M ilitan t. K now ing 
th a t the Toledo branch means busi
ness when i t  sets out to  do a job 
there need be no doubt th a t th is  
w i l l  also be carried through to a 
successful conclusion. B u t there is 
more to th is  decision than the good 
w il l  and the desire o f these com
rades. They have witnessed by ac
tu a l experience w ha t i t  means to 
have have a live  organ gu id ing  and 
supporting th e ir  every step in  a 
serious struggle. T he ir decision is 
a tr ib u te  to the effectiveness o f the 
New M ilitan t.

A t the same tim e i t  is a ce rta in ty  
th a t the organ th a t served them so 
w e ll in  th is  recent m agnificent 
s trugg le w i l l  prove equally as effec
tive  in  the task th a t the Toledo 
m ilita n ts  now have ahead of th e m ; 
namely to strengthen the progres
sive forces in  the automobile unions 
and in  th is  manner to bu ild  a much 
more potent instrum ent fo r  the 
struggles s t i l l  to come. I t  is  be
cause of th is  reason th a t other 
branches should w ith o u t delay take 
up and fo llow  the example now set 
by the Toledo branch.

* * *
In  the office certa in  steps have 

been taken to assure a greater eco
nomy of pub lica tion  and which, we 
believe, w i l l  serve also in  the long 
run to assure greater efficiency. 
The managements of the New M ili
tan t and the New International 
have been consolidated under one 
head. W ith  the cooperation of a ll 
the supporters of these publications 
the greater efficiency can be ob
tained. B u t remember please, we 
count on th is  cooperation. For our 
pa rt we sha ll undertake the fo llo w 
in g : The New International w ill 
appear reg u la rly  every month. The 
May issue is now off the press and 
the June issue w i l l  appear the early 
pa rt of the month and each subse
quent issue s im ila rly  advanced u n t il 
we catch up. For the New M ilitan t 
we sha ll g radua lly  advance the 
press date u n t il i t  w i l l  also appear 
ea rlie r in  the week and thus in  a 
more suitable tim e fo r d is tribu tion .

From  our branches and support
ers we expect the fo llo w in g : F irs t 
we require more concentation and 
more system atic a tten tion  to the 
b u ild in g  up of a greater c ircu la tion

fo r  our press. Secondly, prom pt 
rem ittances m ust be made fo r  a ll 
bundle orders received and fo r  d ll 
subscriptions due to  be renewed. 
T h ird ly , and above a ll, we m ust 
have im m ediate rem ittances on a ll 
accounts due. There are today en
t ire ly  too large sums outstanding 
fo r  both pub lica tions and the finan
c ia l c ris is  caused by th is  fa c t W ill 
sure ly lead to a catastrophe unless 
action is  taken r ig h t  away. T h is  
m atte r we pu t up to the branches 
and supporters. P rom pt action  on 
th is  is the cooperation you m ust 
give.

*  *  *

AH New M ilita n t bu ilders are 
asked to get in  touch w ith  the office 
im m edia te ly to te ll us w h a t they 
can do on the questions raised 
above. In  th is  connection we wish 
to discuss w ith  them also some 
concrete plans th a t we are now 
w o rk ing  on designed to  make th is  
organ a m uch more effective and 
impressive one in  the fu tu re . We 
need more New M ilita n t builders 
and we expect to hear from  a ll 
who are w ill in g  to give a hand.

We have on hand s t i l l  a lim ite d  
number o f 25c three months sub
scrip tion  cards sold on ly in  clubs 
of fou r o r more and pa id in  ad
vance. Those who are ready to 
assist in  bu ild ing  c ircu la tion  should 
fo rw a rd  a d o lla r fo r each club of 
fou r, fo r  w h ich the cards w i l l  be 
issued. They are prin ted  on regu
la r  U. S. postal cards and as the 
subscrip tions are obtained by the 
bu ilder, one by one, the money in 
vested is thereby re turned and the 
cards can be forw arded to the o f
fice fo r  en try  o f the subscriptions 
on our m a ilin g  lis t. Please remem
ber, we have on ly  a lim ite d  num 
ber of these club cards and no other 
25c three months subscriptions w il l  
be accepted.

On June 1st we are  moving into  
new headquarters. Our new ad
dress w ill be 55 East 11th Street, 
New Y ork C ity.

Bronx Housewarming
Bronx Branch W . P. and S.Y.L.

E nte rta inm ent by Group 
SA TU R D A Y E V E N IN G , JU N E  1 

859 W estchester Ave. 
Dancing and Refreshments 

Admission 20c



SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1935 NEW MILITANT PARES

M A R C H  O F  E V E N T S
— — By  JACK W EBER  ̂ ^ 5 5 5 ¡ 5 5 í =

Franco-Soviet P a c t. . .
W hy was i t  necessary fo r  the 

Soviet Union, according to  the 
lackeys o f S ta lin , to enter in to  the 
n u tu a l assistance pact w ith  French 
Im perialism ? The S ta lin is ts  would 
liave us believe th a t h is to ry  began 
vesterday; th a t is, w ith  the advent 
i f  H it le r  to power in  Germany. Ger
man fascism is the m ain enemy of 
the October Revolution. I t  is pre
paring, w ith  the aid of Japan and 
Poland, an im p e ria lis t w a r o f in 
tervention. To pu t obstacles in  the 
way of H it le r  and thereby m a in ta in  
world peace, i t  was necessary fo r  
Soviet diplom acy to make use of the 
contradictions in  the camp of cap
ita lism  ; namely, the antagonism be
tween French and German im per
ialism. These “ tactics”  are fa lse ly  
compared— a fte r eighteen years of 
Soviet power— w ith  the tactics of 
Lenin in  the course of the c iv i l w ar 
when Soviet Russia was ringed 
around by w h ite  guard arm ies and 
Im peria lis t troops.

B u t h is to ry does not begin w ith  
H itle r. German fascism came to 
power w ith  the “ perm ission”  o f the 
S ta lin is t Com intern. I t  came to 
power by the defeat of the German 
workers, due d ire c tly  to the be tray
al o f the German and the w orld  
p ro le ta ria t by the S ta lin ists. S ta l
inism is capable of resorting to the 
worst features o f cap ita lis t d ip lo 
macy, bu t was and is incapable of 
p ractic ing revo lu tiona ry  po litics, 
the essence of w h ich is to u tiliz e  
the contradictions, not on ly  as be
tween cap ita lis t enemies, bu t the 
fa r  deeper ones th a t ex is t a t a ll 
times, and p a rtic u la r ly  in  the epoch 
of the decline o f cap ita lism , be 
tween the classes.

Stalinist Wreckage . . .
The passage o f power from  the 

Lenin is ts  in  the Soviet Union to 
the S ta lin ists, took place over the 
bridge o f “ socialism  in  one coun
try .”  I t  was over th is  bridge also 
tha t the October Revolu tion passed 
from  its  period o f upsw ing accom
panied by the w orld -w ide s treng th 
ening o f the p ro le ta ria t, to the per
iod of decline and defeats under 
the “ savior”  S ta lin . The T h ird  In 
te rna tiona l turned its  back on 
w orld  revo lu tion  w h ile  the Soviets 
engaged in  b u ild in g  socialism in  
one country. The October Revolu
tion  los t the offensive w h ile  S ta lin  
resorted to the theory  o f “ pure de
fense”  in  order to protect the gains 
of the five year plans.

The German R evolution was fe lt 
to be a th rea t to peace, the peace 
necessary then to “ bu ild  socialism 
in one country.”  Hence the S ta lin 
ists gave no guidance to the Ger
man w o rk e rs ; hence they fa ile d  to  
use the class contradictions w ith in  
Germany, refused to  enter in to  the 
“ counter revo lu tiona ry ”  un ited 
fro n t w ith  the social democracy, 
and “ pe rm itted”  fascism  to  come 
to power as the easier course, the 
course o f lesser evil. Thus S ta lin 
ism, its e lf  a m a jo r cause o f the 
German debacle, is  h is to r ic a lly  the 
cause o f the “ necessity”  fo r  s igning 
the pact w ith  France.

B u t the fever o f the an ti-un ited

fro n t days in  Germany now gives 
way to the ch ills  of the “ popular 
fro n t”  and' the “ sacred un ion”  in 
France. B oth the fever and the 
ch ills  are m anifestations of the 
same disease, tha t cancer th a t saps 
the strength of the October Revo
lu tio n — Stalinism . The Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists c lea rly  predicted in  ad
vance th a t i f  S ta lin ism  perssted in 
its  course in  Germany, then H it le r  
would come to power and become 
tlie  w orst th rea t to the very exist- 
tence of the Soviet Union. And 
now again the Bolsbevik-Lenin is ts  
w arn th a t i f  the French p ro le ta ria t 
are m isled in to  fo llo w in g  the Be
tra y in g  course la id  ou t by S ta lin  
in France, fascism w i l l  again be 
victorious there too.

In  Germany the Com intern re
fused to enter in to  a un ited fro n t 
w ith  the socialists, then known as 
social-fascists. B u t in  France S ta l
in ism  enters in to  a “ popular fro n t” 
not on ly w ith  the socialists but w ith  
the bourgeoisie itse lf. As the guar
antee o f French im peria lism  fo r its  
pact, the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  t ie  the 
workers to th e ir  bourgeoisie, w i l l  
b ring  about the "sacred un ion”  of 
c iv i l peace, w i l l  aid in  the bu ild ing  
up of French m ilita r ism , w i l l  ad
vocate th a t the p ro le ta ria t aid its  
own bourgeoisie i f  th a t bourgeoisie 
is the a lly  of Stalyn. S talin ism  
pursues the po licy o f the lesser evil 
fo r  the preservation o f French 
bourgeois democracy, hoping there
by to keep fascism  from  power. 
Th is is the road best calculated to 
feat. F o r the sake of m ain ta in ing  
lead the p ro le ta ria t to bloody de- 
the power o f the bureaucratic Bon- 
apa rtis t regime in  Russia, a dis
eased g row th  on the Soviet system, 
S ta lin  would sacrifice once more 
the in terests of the w o rld  p ro le ta r
iat.

Rules o f Class War . . .
The ru les o f class w ar are in 

many senses analogous w ith  those 
of w a r in  general. The enemy of 
the w ork ing  class is the bourgeoisie 
at home and abroad. The w ar 
should at a ll tim es be waged 
against the enemy. In  w a r no ene
my is ever defeated by pursu ing a 
course o f “ pure defense.”  The S ta l
in is ts  would pursue tha t strategy 
in  defending the Soviet U n io n ; tha t 
is, the f irs t stage of the d ic ta to r
ship of the pro le ta ria t. The tactics 
in  France and in connection w ith  
the Franco-Soviet pact are not in 
disagreement bu t in  complete ac
cord w ith  the la rge r and complete
ly  false strategy of the Soviet bu- 
reacuracy.

I f  the workers are to capture and 
m a in ta in  power, then they must 
pursue the M arx is t strategy o f 
w orld  revo lu tion, th a t o f tu rn ing  
the defence a t the proper moment 
in to  an assault on a ll the positions 
o f cap ita lism . Today the decisive 
fie ld o f ba ttle  is France. The w ork
ing class of the en tire  w o rld  must 
ra lly  to  the aid  o f the French 
workers and help them arm  fo r 
the fina l s trugg le  against French 
im peria lism . T ha t w i l l  be the best 
defense of the U.S.S.R., a defense 
which cannot be entrusted to the 
S ta lin is t betrayers.

The Left Socialist Conference 
—A Letter and A Declaration

Ed. N ote: W e publish herew ith  
a le tte r from  comrade Seegers 
ou our previous report on the 
Paris Conference of the L eft So
cialist Parties and groups (In te r
national Arbeits Gem einschaft). 
I t  appears to us that comrade 
Seegers misunderstands the im 
port of the position taken by the 
German Socialist W orkers P arty  
(S .A .P .) on the question of the 
Fourth International. The declar
ation of Schmidt and Sneevliet, 
the leaders of the newly-formed 
Revolutionary Socialist W orkers 
P arty  of H olland (R .S .A .P .), 
which is also printed below, 
throws more lig h t on the real 
nature of the dispute.)

*  *  *

L etter of Comrade Seegers
E dito r, The New M ilita n t,
Dear Com rade:

In  the issue of M arch 30 there is 
an in troduc tion  to a transla ted re
p r in t from  De Baanbreeker a note 
on the P aris  Conference February 
14. In  th is  in troduc to ry  note you 
state tha t the S.A.P. (S oc ia lis t L a 
bor P a rty  of Germ any) appeared as 
the ch ie f sabotager of the slogan 
fo r a New (F o u rth ) In te rna tiona l.

From  the reports on the Paris 
Conference th a t I  have received 
(and ce rta in ly  you have or should 
have the same in fo rm a tio n ) th is  
does not seem to  be the case. 
Aga inst the m otion o f Comrades 
Sneevliet and Schm idt voted on ly 
the  tw o Scandinavian comrades and 
the comrade from  the I.L .P . The 
S.A.P. and five oh ter comrades ab
stained because they wanted to 
dem onstrate th a t they are fo r  a 
New In te rn a tion a l bu t believe i t  
w i l l  be atta ined in  a d iffe ren t man
ner. As the o ffic ia l organ of a re 
sponsible revo lu tiona ry  party , we 
should be care fu l to avoid m islead
ing  statements, and I  there fore hope 
you w i l l  correct th is  statem ent in  
the next issue, or p r in t  th is  le tte r 
instead.

The reso lu tion subm itted by the

S.A.P., fo r  which ten o f the twelve 
delegates voted, w ith  on ly one vote 
against i t  (Comrade Schm idt ab
s ta in ing) is as fo llow s : “ In  the face 
o f the to ta l fa ilu re  of the Second 
and T h ird  In te rn a tion a ls  the con
ference notes th a t the in te rna tiona l 
revo lu tiona ry  labor movement is  at 
present w ith o u t a rea l leadership 
having the confidence of the move
ment and th a t i t  is therefore nec
essary to create such a leadership, 
i.e. a real, p ro le ta rian  In te rna tiona l.

“ The conference emphasizes th a t 
the necessary in te rna tiona l revo lu 
tiona ry  leadership can develop only 
as the resu lt o f a h is to ric  process 
and on ly through the co-operation 
of the revo lu tiona ry  elements inside 
and outside of the p reva iling  In te r 
nationals. I t  fu rth e r declares tha t 
th is  leadership can develop on ly  on 
tlie  basis o f a fundam ental reuewal 
(E rneuerung) of the in te rna tiona l 
workers movement.

“ To accelerate the achievement 
o f a pro le ta rian  In te rn a tion a l cap
able of action (aktionsfaeh ig ), 
which alone can realize the neces
sary u n ity  upon a revo lu tiona ry  
basis, the parties represented a t 
the conference reso lve :

“ 1. To concentrate w ith  a l l the ir 
power upon in it ia t io n  of in te rna
tiona l actions;

“ 2. To u tiliz e  a ll possib ilities fo r 
the coordination o f the ready-for- 
action forces in  the in te rna tiona l 
fram e and a t the same tim e to ex
pand the In te rn a tion a l Arbeitsge
m einschaft.”

For th is  resolution voted 10 of 
the 12 delegates, against i t  on ly 
Comrade Sneevliet, C o m r a d e  
Schm idt (O.S.P.) abstain ing.

Accord ing to the Neue F ron t, the 
S.A.P. was ready to sign the m otion 
subm itted by the tw o  D utch Com
rades, nam ely: “ The conference de
clares th a t the p ro le ta ria t, in  order 
to conduct the in te rna tiona l s trug 
gle, m ust create fo r  its e lf a new 
In te rn a tion a l,”  i f  i t  had been sub
m itted  as a declaration instead of

The ‘American Approach’
Ed. Note: This is the th ird  of 

four articles by comrade Muste. 
The fourth  artic le  w ill appear 
next week.

*  *  *

By A . J. M USTE  
H I.

I t  is a sho rt and easy step from  
an underva luation o f in te rna tiona l
ism to a na tiona lis tic  a ttitud e— or 
at least to  a ttitudes and expressions 
w h ich p lay in to  the hands of those 
reactionary forces w h ich use “ pa t
rio tism ,”  “ Am ericanism ,”  na tiona l
ism, chauvinism , in  order eventual
ly  to smash the w orkers ’ movement 
and to impose Fascism upon the 
masses. I  am th in k in g  of such 
slogans as “ Advance Am erica.”

The hold of p a trio tic  sentiment 
on the masses and the havoc 
w rought by cap ita lis ts  and m il ita r 
ists by p lay ing  upon it ,  have been 
abundantly demonstrated. Those 
comrades who ins is t th a t we have 
here a cruc ia l problem  and th a t we 
m ust know how to deal w ith  i t  are 
en tire ly  correct. Yet fo r  the very 
reason th a t we are dealing here 
w ith  explosive m a te ria l we have to 
be care fu l th a t the bomb we plan 
to use against the enemy does not 
blow up in  our own hands !

Borrowing Symbols
The idea th a t seems to underlie  a 

good deal o f the discussion on th is  
po in t is th a t i f  the revo lu tion is ts  
would take over the p a trio tic  sym
bols and slogans, they would get 
tlie  fo llow ing  instead of the Longs 
and Coughlins ; and attach ing new 
ideas and aims to these symbols 
they would make the masses fig h t
ers fo r a w orkers’ world . I t  is  a 
tem pting idea to many who foresee 
the danger o f a Fascist trium ph  
and who behold the contrast be
tween the immense fo llow ing  o f the 
demagogues and the hand fu l of 
supporters o f the revo lu tiona ry  
movement. I f  on ly we could use 
th e ir  tr ic k s  and get the masses to 
jum p on our band-wagon ! But, 
alas, the easy way is not necessarily 
the r ig h t way.

The same eagerness qu ick ly  to 
w in  a mass fo llo w in g  fo r  the idea 
of a non-pro fit economy, by the 
way, leads some to propose tha t the 
m iddle class w h ich  seem more re
bellious than the workers should be 
“ so ld”  on the r ig h t brand of revo
lu tion , instead of looking to the 
w ork ing  class as the spear-head of 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement. This 
qu ick cure Comrade Budenz cor
rectly  rejects. Le t thè m iddle class 
organize as a m iddle class, and the 
resu lt w i l l  be reactionary, to m ain
ta in , not to overth row , the p ro fit 
system. B u t “ m erely theaten a 
general s trike  and ch ills  and fever 
run through the present body p o li
tic .”

A Deadly P aralle l
E qua lly  dangerous and deceptive 

is the despairing resort to  “ p a tr i
otism .”  How  and why th a t is the 
case can be made clear, as one of 
the comrades has w ritte n  in  about 
th is  question suggested, by an il lu s 
tra tio n  fro m  another sphere. R e li
gion, the argum ent would run, has 
a great hold on men. I t  is true  th a t 
re lig ion, its  in s titu tion s  and sym
bols, have been used as supports o f 
the ex is ting order. B u t i t  is also 
true  th a t the great prophets of re
lig io n  have denounced the rich  and

as a M O TIO N, and the m a jo r ity  of 
the delegates probably w ou ld  have 
fo llowed th a t example, according 
to Neue F ron t. As i t  was, only the 
two D utch comrades and the repre
sentative o f the In te rn a tion a l Youth 
Bureau voted fo r  th e ir  motion.

W hatever the m erits  or dem erits 
o f the conference and the decisions, 
I  believe revo lu tion is ts  should be 
fu lly  (so fa r  as possible) and fa ir ly  
in form ed about it .  The fo llow ing  
parties or groups were represented: 
1. The I.L .P . (E ng land) ; 2. The
O.S.P. (H o lla n d ) ; 3. The S.A.P. 
(G erm any) ; 4. The Independent 
Labor P a rty  o f P o land ; 5. The So
c ia lis t P a rty  o f Sweden; 6. The
Iberian  Communist Federation 
(Spa in) ; 7. The “ Red F ro n t”  (Aus^ 
t r ia )  ; 8. The S. P. (M ax im a lis ts ) 
of I t a ly ; 9. F riends of W orkers 
U n ity  (D o r io t) ,  F rance ; 10. R.S.P. 
(T ro ts k y is ts ), H o lla n d ; 11. The 
In te rna tiona l Bureau of Rev. Youth 
(S tockholm ) ; 12. The Group “ Mot- 
Dag”  (N o rw ay).

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
W IL L  A. SEEGERS.

» *  *

Declaration of Schmidt and 
Sneevliet

The organ o f the S.A.P. “ D ie 
Neue F ron t,”  in  the M arch 1st edi
tion, in  the course" of a report on 
the P aris  In te rn a tion a l Conference 
in February, presents the Dutch 
reso lution on the new in te rna tiona l 
as an abstract “ proclam ation”  of 
the new in te rna tiona l.

Th is presentation is false and 
w ith o u t foundation.

Both Schmidt and Sneevliet said 
qu ite c learly  th a t they realized tha t 
a new in te rna tiona l could never be 
formed by a mere “ proclam ation .”  
B oth of them understood the  d iff i
cu lties connected w ith  the fo rm a
tion  of the new in te rna tiona l. Both 
of them stated w ith  equal c la r ity  
tha t the f irs t step tow ard the new 
in te rna tiona l m ust be the  recogni
tion  o f the necessity fo r a new in 
terna tional. They refused to add 
to the confusion surrounding th is  
question by vo ting  fo r  ineffective, 
compromise resolutions.

The p ro le ta r ia t needs above a ll 
c la r ity  and precision on th is  ques
tion. The S.A.P., w ith  its  resolu-

Twin Evils of Labor 
— Nationalism & 

Reformism
powerfu l, have p ic tu red  a w orld  of 
peace and brotherhood, etc. Le t us 
harness the ins titu tions , emotions, 
symbols and slogans of re lig ion  to 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement, the re
fore, and to ca rry  the la tte r  to v ic 
to ry ! The rea list, the M arx is t, 
knows th a t th is  is a fantasy. Re
lig ious in s titu tion s  are a bu lw a rk  
of the ex is ting order. Keep the 
minds and emotions of men bound 
to re lig ious ideas and symbols, and 
you keep them bound to the existing 
economic and po litica l order. The 
hold of those ideas and symbols 
must be brokep. As one great p ro
phet pointed out, you cannot put 
“ new w ine in to  old w ine-skins.” 

The state, the governmental sys
tem under which we live, is lik e 
wise an agency and b u lw a rk  o f cap
ita lism . We have to overthrow  the 
cap ita lis t state. B ut tha t means 
tha t we m ust break the hold of the 
symbols and the emotions tha t a t
tach to the present stute.

A P ractical Example 
When in  the great unemployed 

convention in  Columbus in  1933 
hundreds of honest bu t p o lit ic a lly  
undeveloped workers were roused to 
fu ry  against us by labor spies and 
Fascists, and A rno ld  Johnson was 
about to be dragged fro m  the p la t
fo rm  and lynched on the ground 
tha t he was rad ica l and un-Am eri
can and did not properly  respect 
the flag, we id  not “ w rap  the stars 
and stripes around us”  or make 
any e ffo rt to c la im  tha t we were 
“ pa trio tic .”  A rno ld Johnson stood 
his ground, pleaded fo r  reason and 
calm  consideration. When quiet 
was restored, we claimed th a t those 
who raised the issue did  so in order 
to serve the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  
p o litica l henchmen by breaking up 
the Leagues and th a t the w aving of 
the flag, p a trio tic  appeals, etc. were 
constantly used fo r precisely th is  
purpose, as when men were led to 
s laughter in “ the w ar to end war. 
the w ar fo r democracy,”  etc.

Statements about “ serving”  the 
nation, the country, the community, 
have also to be ca re fu lly  guarded. 
The notion th a t the country is “ o u r” 
country— i.e. everybody’s a like, th a t 
there is such a th ing  as nation or 
com m unity, a m ystic something t<5 
which we belong and w hich pro
tects us, is  cu ltiva ted by the ru lin g  
class fo r the purpose o f h id in g  the 
fac t o f class cleavage, of exp lo ita 
tion  fo r  the purpose of m aking the 
w orker th in k  th a t when he goes to 
w ar he is figh ting  fo r  “ h is " country, 
instead o f against h im self and fo r 
the capitalists.

American Tradition  
The same caution holds fo r  an 

u n c rit ic a l use o f “ the American 
revo lu tiona ry  tra d itio n .”  There are. 
to be sure, revo lu tiona ry  trad ition s  
in Am erican h is to ry , to w h ich  we 
sha ll have occasion to re fe r again. 
B u t the dom inant Am erican tra d i
tio n  has been th a t o f cap ita lis t ex
pansion, exp lo ita tion , im peria lis t 
adventuring. Years o f experience 
in  w orkers ’ education have demon
strated to  m y complete satisfaction, 
and I  know th a t a l l who attended 
the classes a t Brookwood o r s im ila r 
ones elsewhere, w i l l  back me up in  
this, th a t outside of the actual ex
perience the Am erican w orker gets 
of in jus tice  the most effective way 
to  make h im  class-conscious is to 
teach h im  the rea l facts o f A m eri
can hstory, Am erican h is to ry , i.e., 
from  a M arx is t v iewpoint. And th is  
is by no means to teach h im  in  an 
u n c ritica l fashion th a t anyone who 
oppresses labor is a “ black betrayer 
of the ideals o f the Founding Fa
thers”  o r  th a t “ Hancock and Adams 
slept w ith  a price on th e ir  heads.”  

Q uite the contrary, i t  involves 
po in ting  out th a t W ashington w ith  
his 30,000 acres of western la n d s ; 
th a t Hancock and Adams w ith  th e ir 
m ercantile  business threatened w i i< 
destruction by laws passed by a 
B r it is h  parliam ent in  the in te  es t 
o f B r it is h  merchants, acted in  line  
w ith  th g ir  class interests when they 
engaged in  the R evo lu tionary W ar 
and brought the Am erican farm ers 
and artisans in to  i t ; th a t as soon 
as possible a fte r the w a r was over 
they conveniently forgo t the “ p r in 
ciples”  of the Declara tion o f Inde- 
pedence and in  the most high-hand
ed fashion im aginable pu t over a 
constitu tion  w h ich  protected the ir 
property interests against the fa rm 
ers who had manned the revo lu tion 
ary  a rm ies ; and th a t th is  constitu
tion  has been used ever since as an

tion, le ft  the dor open to every 
deviation, to such an extent tha t 
the delegates of the I.L .P . (who 
were defin ite ly  instructed to vote 
against the new in te rna tiona l) 
could vote fo r  th e ir resolution, see
ing nothing there in  bu t tha t the 
possib ility  of a fusion o f the Second 
and T h ird  In te rna tiona ls  was not 
excluded. We are o f the opinion 
tha t our comrades o f the S.A.P. by 
the ir compromise resolution and by 
the ir abstention from  the vote on 
the precise D utch reso lution, have 
harmed te cause o f the New In te r
national, fo r  w h ich  they have de
clared themselvea

P. J. S C H M ID T  
H. S N E E V LIE T

instrum ent o f c lass-dom ination; 
those provisions in  i t  intended fo r 
the protection o f the masses e ither 
being perverted like  the “ due-proc
ess”  clause or sim ply not enforced 
like  the amendment g ran ting  c iv il 
and po litica l r igh ts  to Negroes.

B y  th is  means fa ith  in  America, 
i.e. in  cap ita lis t Am erica, is broken 
down, and tha t is a prim e essential 
fo r the bu ild ing  o f a working-class 
revo lu tionary movement.

We have noth ing to ga in and 
much to lose from  a rom antic iz ing  
of Am erican history. The unvarn
ished M arx ian  in te rp re ta tion  o f i t  
is a priceless instrum ent in  our 
bands C erta in ly  in  an age when 
pa trio tism  is the dom inant emotion 
upon which cap ita lism  in  its  de
cline calls in  order to fasten the 
chains of reaction and te rro rism  
upon the masses, we m ust not fa l l  
in to  the tra p  of arousing senti
ments upon which the demagogues 
can in  any case play much more 
effectively than revo lu tion is ts  can, 
and which in  the end can on ly be 
used to  destroy the revo lu tionary 
movement.

The Constitutional Amendment
A t th is  po in t may properly come 

an analysis o f Comrade Budenz’s 
suggestion of “ a proposed amend
ment to the cons titu tion ’ as a, or 
the, means to “ s tr ike  a death blow 
a t the p ro fit system.”  On the face 
of the a rtic le  in  question th is  
amendment to abolish priva te  own
ership, wage slavery etc. is  present
ed as the fundam ental basis fo r  an 
Am erican revo lu tiona ry  movement. 
I t ,  the amendment, would “ safe
guard its  in te g r ity ”  (not, e.g., firm  
adherence to M a rx is t and Lenin ist 
p rinc ip le ) ; the movement w i l l  “ give 
a foca l po in t to the strugg le by 
basing its e lf”  on- th is  amendment. 
"The proposal of th is  amendment, 
as a basic s ta rtin g  point, is  essen
t ia l fo r  any rea l revo lu tiona ry  
movement in  the U.S.”

I f  th is  was not intended, i f  the 
amendment is proposed as a slogan, 
the basis fo r a tac tica l maneuver 
at a certa in  point, then ce rta in ly  i t  
was a grave e rro r not to make th a t 
clear in  a serious and fo rm a l p o lit
ica l document as th is  a rtic le  pro
cla im s its e lf to be.

A “Parliam entary” Revolution
I f  the expressions describ ing the 

proposal are taken a t th e ir  face 
value, then i t  m ust be said th a t i t  
is c learly  and u tte r ly  out of accord 
w ith  the position of the W orkers 
Party . No ind ica tion  to the con
tra ry  being given, one m ust assume 
th a t the amendment is to be put

From  The B ulletin  of the In te r
national Communist League (B ol- 

shevik-Leninists).
On March 2, 1935, the tw o Dutch 

workers’ parties, the R evolu tionary 
Socialist P a rty  ( R.S.P.), member 
o f the In te rn a tion a l Communist 
league, and one of the signers of 
the “ Pact o f F ou r" o f August 1933, 
and the Independent Socialist 
P arty  (O.S.P.), also a signer of the 
pact, w h ich  had, however, not im 
m ediate ly started u n ity  negotia
tions on account o f in te rn a l d ive r
gences, held th e ir  las t separate 
congresses before the fusion o f the 
fo llow ing  day.

The conditions on w h ich the fu 
sion took place had been form ula ted 
du rin g  a prepara tory period o f sev
era l months. The R.S.P. congress 
accepted the conditions unanimous
ly, whereas in  the O.S.P. a sm all 
m in o rity  was opposed.

The Name of P arty
The fusion congress took place 

on M arch 3. There were 1,100 del
egates, numerous guests and on
lookers. The s p ir it  was enthusias
tic, since a revo lu tiona ry  w orkers ’ 
p a rty  was form ed which would 
have nothing to do w ith  the Second 
In te rna tiona l. The R.S.P. had 
never been a member, bu t the ma
jo r ity  of the O.S.P., as a le ft  wing, 
had only le ft  the Dutch Social De
mocracy a few years before. The 
name fo r the new p a rty  was pro
posed by the R.S.P.; several com
rades of the O.S.P. pre ferred the 
more sim ple and, from  the revo lu 
tiona ry  po in t o f view, less forcefu l 
name o f U.S.P., tha t is United So- 
p ia lis t Party , w h ich  was voted 
down by a la rge m a jo rity .

The fo rm ation  o f a D u tch w o rk
ers’ pa rty  proclaim ing the necessity 
for a New International is  an im 
po rtan t event in  the life  of the in 
terna tiona l p ro le ta ria t. I t  is  the 
second of the same sort, as the 
W orkers P arty  o f the U. S„ formed 
in  December 1934, proclaimed even 
more c lea rly  the creation of the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l as a most u r
gent task.

International A ffiliation
There exists in the heart o f the 

new D utch pa rty  some d ifficu lty  on 
exactly th is  po in t. The O.S.P. is a 
member of the Am sterdam  Bureau 
of L e ft Socia list Parties and 
Groups. The Bureau, i t  is true, is 
a very loose organization, fu n c tio n 
ing m a in ly  as an in fo rm ation  bu
reau. Several of the members even 
recognize the necessity fo r  a New 
In te rna tiona l, a lthough generally 
hostile  to the slogan fo r  a F ourth  
In te rna tiona l. Those th a t recog
nize the F ou rth  In te rna tiona l, rec- 

1 ognize as the S.A.P., in c ide n ta lly  |

in to  effect in  the m anner prescribed 
in  the Constitu tion, viz., by action 
of Congress, ra tifica tio n  by state 
legislatures, etc. T h is  is  ce rta in ly  
suggesting in  a most extreme fo rm  
the poss ib ility  of revo lu tion  by par
liam entary method w h ich  Comrade 
Budenz has often v io len tly  de
nounced. In  a country where i t  is 
impossible to get an amendment to 
abolish ch ild  labo r passed, the pro fit 
system is to be abolished by con
s titu tio n a l am endm ent!

I f  the idea is to use the proposal 
of such an amendment as a slogan, 
a tac tica l maneuver a t a certain 
stage o f p o lit ic a l development, then 
i t  is a m atte r of tactics' and not of 
p rinc ip le  w h ich  w ould have to be 
discussed on its  m erits  and from  a ll 
angles when i t  came up as a definite 
po litica l proposal in  a given h is to r
ica l setting. Even so the question 
whether i t  fostered a fe tish ism  of 
parliam enta rism  would have to be 
very seriously considered.

As fo r  tac tica l considerations, in 
view of the d ifficu lties  and delays 
in ge tting  any k ind  of constitu tiona l 
amendment passed in  th is  country, 
the proposal does not appeal to me 
a t least. Nor can I  conceive of i t  as 
m aking any appeal to workers or 
farm ers generally. There are qu ick 
er ways of ge tting  results, and ways 
more calculated to bu ild  labor m il l 
tancy, as when in  1910 the th rea t 
o f a general ra ilroa d  s trike  forced 
the Adamson e igh t - hour law  
through Congress and got a verd ic t 
of “ con s titu tion a l”  from  the Su
preme Court— which, inc iden ta lly , 
can always have a few judges add
ed to i t  i f  the w i l l  and the power 
are available.

I f  we ever had a s itua tion  where 
passage o f a constitu tiona l amend
ment abolishing capita lism  was ac
tu a lly  in  sight, well, we could then 
dispense w ith  fo rm a lities  and w rite  
a brand-new constitu tion fo r the 
W orkers Republic!

Logic of a False Position
There is  one other poss ib ility , 

v iz : th a t the idea is th a t the w o rk 
ers w i l l  ga in power by revo lu tion 
a ry  means an then enact a consti
tu tio n a l amendment. T h is  idea has 
no m erit either. In  the firs t place, 
when the workers are once in  power 
as a resu lt of revo lu tiona ry  action, 
they w i l l  not need to stop w ith  an 
amendment. In  the sepond place, 
i t  encourages the notion th a t in  the 
main the m achinery o f cap ita lis t 
government w i l l  rem ain and w i l l  
serve the needs o f a w orkers ’ order. 
T ha t notion is of course a fla t con
trad ic tion  of the position set fo rth  
in our Declara tion o f P rinciples.

The fin a l artic le  in  Comrade 
Muste’s series w ill appear next 
week.)

also a signer o f the Pact o f Four, 
recognizes it. W ith o u t breaking 
w ith  the Amsterdam Bureau, the 
new R.S.A.P. also has delegates 
to the In te rn a tion a l Communist 
League. The attem pt o f the S.A.P. 
to exp lo it, in  the January session 
o f the Am sterdam  Bureau ( in  Neue 
Front, its  organ) the adherence of 
the D utch P a rty  to  two in te rna tion 
al organizations, and to  exp lo it the 
fake contrad ic tion between the rep
resentative o f the R.S.P., Sneevliet, 
and tha t of the O.S.P., Schmidt, 
have been pu b lic ly  repudiated in 
the organ o f the R.S.A.P., De N ieu- 
we Fakkel (The New Torch).

Parties in Holland
The form ation  of a pa rty  inde

pendent o f the Second and T h ird  
In te rna tiona ls  has n a tu ra lly  been 
v io len tly  attacked by the parties of 
these two “ In ternationa ls .”  The 
centra l organ o f the social demo
crats, H e t-V o lk  (The People) fo re 
casts fo r the members of the R.S. 
A.P., th a t w h ile  they have thus fa r  
been fo r “ democratic socialism ,”  
they w i l l  now be transform ed 
against th e ir  w i l l  one m igh t say un
consciously, in to  communists— the 
w orst fa te  imaginable, fo r the 
Dutch reform ists. The Tribune, 
centra l organ o f the D utch C. P., 
declares th a t the R.S.A.P. is noth
ing more than an obstacle in  the 
way o f the un ited fro n t in  Holland. 
B ut in  H o lland there is no united 
fro n t between the 90,000 members 
of the social democracy, the 301,000 
members o f the independent trades 
unions under social democratic in 
fluence, and the less than 4,000 
members of the Dutch C. P., w h ich 
is en tire ly  w ith ou t influence in  the 
trades unions.

Not only the in te rna tiona l s itu 
ation but the s itua tion  in  H o lland 
its e lf demands the fo rm a tion  o f a 
strong revo lu tiona ry  workers party. 
Holland, i t  is true, is no th ing bu t 
a sm all and un im portan t country 
in  Europe, but beyond Europe i t  is 
master of a large colon ia l empire. 
The depression has h i t  th is  country 
of rentiers, u n t il now prosperous 
and w ealthy, the co lon ia l p ro fits  
have shrunk, Indo Asia, the colony 
from  which H o lland  draws its  
wealth, is the object of Japanese 
im p eria lis t greed; na tiona l separ
a tis t movements, and revo lu tiona ry  
insurrections w rack the co lon y ; 
the m u tiny  o f the cru iser “ Seven 
Provinces”  was an a larm  signa l fo r  
the D u tch  bourgeoisie, and i t  is for 
tha t reason th a t restric tions of 
democratic and pa rliam en ta ry  l ib 
erties are undertaken in  H o lland 
today.

The C o lijn  government is a com

Question
Box

- = By A. W E A V E R —-----------

A. W ., H A M IL T O N —
Question: In  his artic le on A p ril 

6, Comrade Muste states: “I f ,  how
ever, any party refuses to face and 
discuss the issues vve raise, such a 
party is not revolutionary and a 
true revolutionary cannot remain 
in such a party." Is this not the 
same as S talinist ideology of leav
ing the mass organizations to the 
mercy of the reactionaries because 
the reformists inside them would 
uot listen to them?

Answer: In  the firs t place the 
S ta lin is ts  used to q u it the mass o r
ganizations fo r reasons, theoretica l 
at least, which arc other than tha t 
which you give here. They m erely 
drew a correct conclusion fro m  an 
INCORRECT assumption by de
c la ring  tha t the A. F. of L. etc. was 
“ fasc is t”  and tha t they therefore 
could not remain inside these o r
ganizations.

Secondly, Comrade Muste refers 
specifica lly to the revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty  o f the w ork ing class and not 
to its  mass organizations. D iffe ren t 
workers have d iffe rent ideas as to 
how they are to achieve emancipa
tion  and, based on these various 
conceptions, form  themselves in to  
po litica l parties w ith  d iffe rent ideas 
and princ ip les (revo lu tiona ry , re
form ist, e tc .), so tha t, because i t  is 
con tra ry  to his beliefs, i t  is ob
vious th a t a revo lutionary-m inded 
w orker cannot remain in  an organ
iza tion which preaches reform ism  
or whose ac tiv ities  lead to  revo lu
tionary  defeats. T h is  was the es
sence of Comrade Muste’s state
ment.

The mass organizations of the 
w ork ing  class, however (trade  un
ions, unemployed organizations, 
etc.) are composed of a ll sections 
of the class regardless o f po litica l 
o r other beliefs because there are 
economic interests b ind ing the 
workers together, and the lim ited  
fram ew ork of such organizations 
perm its u n ity  of the class w ith in  
them. I t  is  the du ty of the ad
vanced w orker to  stay w ith  the 
masses a t a ll costs, and to bu ild  up 
the broad organizations embracing 
them, as means o f teaching the pro
le ta r ia t tha t th e ir emancipation 
lies beyond these na rrow  boundar
ies.

b ina tion  o f empty, mechanical, pa r
liam en ta ry  democracy w ith  a 
“ strong”  policy, w h ich  i t  is  true  is 
not, nor ye t need be, openly fascist, 
bu t which, in  case the depression 
in  H o lland  should become more in 
tense, could take on an even 
“ stronger,”  a pre-fascist, character. 
F o r th is  reason the defense o f the 
po litica l and economic positions of 
the D utch w ork ing class requires 
a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  wh ich can 
have no com m unity of in te rest w ith  
the bourgeoisie— as have the social 
democrats —  which does not act 
solely in  the in te rest of the Rus
sian national bureaucracy— as does 
the C.P.. in  any case w ith o u t in 
fluence.

Bi-W eekly Organ
The It.S.A.P. has a bi-weekly 

(The New T o rch ). The theoretic
a l review o f the R.S.P. (The New 
W ay) has been replaced by The 
In te rn a tion a l, m onth ly  theoretica l 
review of the RS.A.P.

The new pa rty  has about 4,500 
members', th a t is to say more than 
the C'.P. o f Holland.

A  L e ft  opposition has form ed in 
the C.P.H. du ring  the last year, 
most of i t  leaving the pa rty . H ow 
ever the K.A.P. (German Commun
is t Labor P arty, u ltra  le ft)  tenden
cy in the sp lit-o ff was so strong 
tha t the R.S.A.P. gained l i t t le  w ith  
the exception of Comrade Van Riel, 
form er member o f the C. C. of the 
C.P.H. who was one o f the leaders 
of th is  opposition (C.P.O.).

A Forward Step
There can be no doubt th a t the 

form ation of the R.S.A.P. m arks a 
step in  advance, not on ly in the life  
o f the D utch workers, but in the 
in te rna tiona l arena as well. The 
danger of w a r becomes more and 
more acute. No one o f any p o lit i
cal development can believe tha t 
the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l in  case of 
w ar w i l l  be any less catastrophic 
than its  collapse in  Germany on the 
eve of H it le r ’s rise to power. I t  is 
even less credible tha t the social 
dem ocratic parties w i l l  behave in  
any other way than they behaved 
in  1914. The task of the F ourth  In 
te rna tiona l is to pose and to a t
tempt to solve the problems w hich 
no other organization can solve. 
For tha t reason the existence of 
tw o parties on the same basic 
p la tform , the W.P.U.S. and the 
R.SAV.P. is a great advantage- Le t 
the opportunists rid icu le  the num er
ica l weakness o f the parties, le t the 
cen tris t “ revo lu tionaries,”  such as 
the S.A.P. cook up th e ir  recipes fo r  
a New In te rna tiona l, le t the S ta lin 
ists boast, as they did  in Germany 
u n til 1933— The existence of liv in g  
parties grow ing in  both Am erica 
and H o lland  furnishes a beginning 
which may perhaps prove decisive 
precisely in  case o f war.

SUB SCRIBE TO N E W  M IL IT A N T

Fourth International Party 
Formed in Fusion in Holland
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Progressives Organize!
A n  in d iv id u a l ca n n o t successfu lly  cope w ith  

a m achine. E ven  a g ro u p  o f  in d iv id u a ls  g e t
t in g  to g e th e r in  a c r is is  and  a g ree ing  on a 
p ro g ra m  are  in  the  end no m a tch  f o r  an  o ld  
•well-oiled m achine.

T h a t  is the  lesson w h ich  was ham m ered in to  
the  p rog ress ive  u n io n is ts  in  T o le d o , C leveland, 
N o rw o o d  and o th e r G enera l M o to rs  centers b y  
the  b e tra y a l o f  D il lo n  a coup le  o f  weeks ago. 
A lre a d y  th e y  are ta k in g  steps to  b u ild  the  
m ili ta n ts  in  the  a u to  in d u s try  in to  an o rg a n 
ized fo rce .

T h e  m om ent p rogressives un d e rta ke  such a 
move th e y  a re  m et w ith  the  o b je c t io n : “ B u t  
th is  means h a v in g  an  o rg a n iz a tio n  w ith in  an 
o rg a n iz a tio n . T h is  means th a t  a c e rta in  g ro u p  
is g o in g  to  t r y  to  dom ina te  the  un ion . T h e n  
a n o th e r g ro u p  w il l  s ta r t  u p — T h e  un ion  w il l  
be d iv id e d .”

I t  is cu rio u s  to  have th is  c r y  ra ised so con
s ta n t ly  in  a c o u n try  w h ich  w orks  unde r a p a r t y  
system , where i t  is an  accepted th in g  th a t  the 
p a rt ie s , D e m o c ra tic , R e p u b lica n , etc. o rgan ize  
to  advance th e ir  respective  p ro g ra m s . W h a t 
shou ld  be m ore n a tu ra l in  a de m o cra tic  o rg a n 
iz a tio n  such as the  tra d e  un ion  m ovem ent p u r 
p o r ts  to  be, th a n  th a t  g ro u p s  should  o rgan ize  
a b o u t a p ro g ra m , b r in g  i t  to  the  a tte n tio n  o f 
the m em bership, etc. ? C ou ld  a n y th in g  be m ore 
ed u ca tio n a l fo r  the  m em bership? Is  the re  any  
b e tte r w ay  to  b r in g  issues in to  the  open and 
have them  decided in  an open and above-board  
fash ion?

A s a m a tte r  o f fa c t ,  in  some o f o u r m ost 
respectab le  and conserva tive ] un ions such as 
the  ty p o g ra p h ic a l,  tw o  o r  m ore p a rt ie s  have 
ope ra ted  o p e n ly , p u t  u p  slates in  e lections, etc. 
fo r  years. T h e re  are hundreds o f  un ions 
th ro u g h o u t the  c o u n try  in  w h ich  g ro u p s  w ith  
d iffe re n t p ro g ra m s  have fu n c tio n e d  y e a r a f te r  
y e a r, and th is  has n o t m eant the  co llapse o f 
the  un ion.

H o n e s t w o rke rs  m ust n o t be led a s tra y  b y  
the  crim es and m istakes w hich have been com
m itte d  by  the C om m un is t P a r ty  in  the  tra d e  
un ions. I t  is tru e  th a t  the g ro u p s  th e y  o rg a n 
ized and in fluenced set o u t to  “ c a p tu re ”  un ions, 
o fte n  b y  a lly in g  themselves w ith  re a c tio n a ry  
and g a n g s te r elements in  o rd e r to  g e t votes. 
I t  is a lso tru e  th a t  the C. P . pu rsued  a d is ru p 
tiv e  p o lic y  in  the un ions. T o d a y , in  a feve rish  
a tte m p t to  w in  back  the  confidence o f the  tra d e  
un ion is ts  w h ich  th e y  lo s t by  these insane m eth 
ods, th e y  a c tu a lly  p la y  the  game o f the  A . F . 
o f L .  b u re a u c ra ts  as th e y  d id  in  A k ro n .

P rog ress ive  u n ion is ts , w he the r th e y  be also 
members o f the  W o rk e rs  P a r ty  o r  n o t, w il l  seek 
to  in fluence the  un ions b y  w o rk in g  o u t sound 
po lic ies  fo r  the  un ions, a d v o c a tin g  them  open
ly ,  d o in g  e v e ry th in g  in  th e ir  pow er to  educate 
the  m em bership, m ake them  a cqua in ted  w ith  
the  po lic ies  th e y  are a d vo ca tin g . I f  th e y  are 
de feated the }7 w il l  ta ke  the  lic k in g  and g e t r ig h t  
to  w o rk  a g a in  in  o rd e r th a t  the  po lic ies  th e y  
advoca te  m av e ve n tu a lly  w in  the  d a y . T h e y  
w il l  g a in  the confidence o f the m em bership b y  
th e ir  w illingness to  w o rk  h a rd e r fo r  the  un ion , 
f ig h t m ore v a l ia n t ly  on the  p ic k e t lin e , etc. 
B u t  th e y  w ill n o t be de fe rred  fro m  o rg a n iz in g  
and f ig h t in g  w ith  a ll th e ir  m ig h t fo r  the  p o l i
cies in  w hich th e y  believe.

W h a t is the a lte rn a tiv e  i f  the  m ili ta n ts  do 
n o t o rganize? T h a t  the re  are then no g ro u p s , 
no “ m achine”  in  the  un ion  a t a ll?  N o t a t  a ll. 
T h e  o ffic ia ldom  in  the tra d e  unions is o rg a n 
ized, open ly  o r  secre tly . T h e y  have th e ir  m a
chine, th e ir  cliques, th ro u g h  whom b y  s tro n g - 
a rm  m ethods, by  jo b  c o n tro l, d e ce itfu l p ro p a 
ga n d a , th e y  c o n tro l the  m em bership, o fte n  
w ith o u t the  m em bership be ing aw are o f i t .

I t  is these b u re a u c ra ts , these T a m m a n y  p o l
it ic ia n s , in  the  tra d e  u n ion  movem ent who ra ise 
the c ry ,  “ W e  m ust n o t have an o rg a n iz a tio n  
w ith in  an  o rg a n iz a tio n .”  T h e y  do i t  in  o rd e r 
to  defend th e ir  jo b s , to  m a in ta in  th e ir  own 
p o lic y  o f c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the  bosses. T h e y  
know  o n ly  to o  w e ll th a t  once the  m ilita n ts  
cease a c t in g  as in d iv id u a ls , cease depend ing  on 
an occasiona l jo in t  a c tio n  in  a c ris is , b u t make 
themselves in to  a pe rm anen t, independent, 
f ig h t in g  fo rce , the  d a y  o f the  b u re a u c ra ts  is 
done.

P rogressives, m ili ta n ts ,  o rg a n ize ! Y o u  have 
a r ig h t  to  o rg a n ize ! Y o u  m us t o rgan ize  i f  
tra d e  u n ion  dem ocracy is to  be m a in ta in e d ! 
Y o u  m us t o rgan ize  to  save the  un ions fro m  
re a c tio n a rie s , racke teers , and b e tra y e rs , to  
m ake the  un ions in to  m ig h ty  weapons o f de
fense and offense fo r  the w o rk e rs !

Auto International
One o f the  prob lem s w h ich  the  m ili ta n ts  o f 

the  F e d e ra l A u to m o b ile  loca ls  w il l  have to  g ive 
c a re fu l a tte n tio n  in  th e  im m ed ia te  fu tu re  is 
the  s e tt in g  u p  o f an in te rn a t io n a l u n io n  w ith  
a c h a r te r  fro m  the  A m e ric a n  F e d e ra tio n  o f 
L a b o r. A t  the  close o f the  recen t m ee ting  o f 
the  A . F . o f  L .  executive  co u n c il, when the 
G enera l M o to rs  s tr ik e  was on, W il l ia m  Green 
announced th a t  the  c h a r te r  fo r  an  in te rn a t io n 
a l u n ion  w h ich  had  been p rom ised  to  th e  a u to 
m obile  w o rke rs  a lo n g  tim e  ago, was to  be 
issued “ as soon as th in g s  qu ie ted  dow n.”  W e ll, 
th a n ks  to  F ra n c is  D il lo n ’ s s trenuous e ffo rts  on 
b e h a lf o f  the  A . F .  o f  L .  b u re a u c ra c y , th e  
G enera l M o to rs  s tr ik e  h a d  been “ se ttle d ”  and 
excep t f o r  a f lu r r y  here and  the re  in  th e  a u to 
m obile  centers, “ th in g s  have qu ie ted  dow n.”

T h e  f i r s t  move o f the  p rog ress ive  au tom ob ile  
w o rke rs  shou ld  be to  dem and an end to  de lays, 
to  c a ll f o r  the  in te rn a t io n a l c h a r te r  im m edia te  
ly .  T h e  F e d e ra l loca ls  ca n n o t a c t to g e th e r 
q u ic k ly  and  e ffe c tive ly  so lo n g  as th e y  a re  
loose ly  t ie d  to g e th e r in  a co u n c il w h ich  has no 
re a l pow er. F u rth e rm o re , an  in te rn a t io n a l 
u n io n  and  its  loca ls  have, u n d e r the  A . F . o f L .  
se t-up , m uch m ore c o n tro l over th e ir  ow n a f 
fa irs  th a n  the  F e d e ra l loca ls  w h ich  are m ere ly  
p u p p e ts  in  the  hands o f th e  b u re a u c ra ts . One 
o f the  w ays, thee fo re  to  m ake D il lo n  b e tra y 
als m ore  d if f ic u lt  is f o r  the  au tom ob ile  w o rke rs  
to  g e t th e ir  own in te rn a t io n a l c h a rte r  im m edi
a te ly .

I n  the  second p lace, m uch m ay depend upon  
the  w ay  in  w h ich  the  new in te rn a t io n a l is set 
u p . D oub tless the  G re e n -D illo n  p ro p o s it io n  
w il l  be th a t  fo r  a y e a r  a t  leas t th e  p resen t 
co u n c il w h ich  is dom ina ted  b y  them  o r  some 
g ro u p  th e y  a p p o in t, sh a ll serve as the  p ro v i
s iona l executive b o a rd  o f the  new in te rn a t io n a l. 
T h e n  when th is  o u t f i t  is fa i r ly  secure in  the  
saddle i t  w il l  c a ll a conven tion  and b y  the  
m ethods so w ell know n to  the  la b o r  p o lit ic ia n s , 
w i l l  see to  i t  th a t  “ safe and sane,”  th a t  is , 
m achine, delegates a re  elected, so th a t  th e  con
ve n tio n  m ay p u t  the  p o lit ic ia n s  in to  pe rm anen t 
c o n tro l o f the  un ion .

D oubtless the  G iY e n -D illo n  o u t f i t  has a l
re a d y  sent re a ssu rin g  w o rd  to  G enera l M o to rs  
and the  re s t o f the  au tom ob ile  c o rp o ra tio n s : 
“ W e w il l  ta ke  care o f e v e ry th in g  and see to  i t  
th a t  no ho t-heads, no w ild  yo u n g  men, no reds, 
have a n y th in g  to  say a b o u t the  new un ion . 
T r u s t  us and yo u  w il l  be safe. See w h a t we 
were able to  do even in  T o le d o !”

P rogressives m us t in s is t on  a conven tion  o f 
delegates elected b y  the  ra n k  and file  o f the  
lo c a l un ions. T h e  s itu a tio n  in  the  au tom ob ile  
in d u s try  is such th a t  a conven tion , in  w h ich  
the  w o rke rs  can com pare  notes and  m ake p lans 
fo r  a n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n  and  a n a tio n a l 
s tr ik e  when co n d ition s  a re  r ip e , is u rg e n t ly  
needed. A t  such a conven tion  the  new in te rn a 
t io n a l m ust be d ra f te d  and  officers elected.

One o th e r basic co n s id e ra tio n  m us t receive 
c a re fu l a tte n tio n  a t once. A s th in g s  s tand  
the  A . F . o f L .  p roposes to  assign a cons ider
able pe rcen tage  o f the  w o rke rs  in  the  a u tom o
b ile  in d u s try  to  the  m ach in is ts  and o th e r c r a f t  
un ions. T h e  a u to  w o rke rs  have been led to  
believe th a t  the F e d e ra l loca ls  were a s te p p in g  
stone to  in d u s tr ia l un ion ism . I t  is re p o rte d  
th a t  when in  a recen t in te rv ie w  Green was 
asked w he the r the  new u n ion  in  au tom obiles 
cou ld  be described as “ in d u s tr ia l”  he answered 
th a t  he cou ld  n o t be s u re ! I n  o th e r w o rds , the  
a u to  w o rke rs  can be sure th a t  the  new  in te rn a 
t io n a l w il l  n o t be an  in d u s tr ia l u n ion  i f  the  
genuine sense i f  th e  A . F . o f L .  leaders have 
th e ir  w ay.

W ith  a dozen o r  tw e n ty  un ions in  the  indus
t r y  the re  w il l  be c o n tin u a l b ic k e r in g  and  s tr ife  
between the  jo b -h o ld e rs  in  the  un ions. T h e  
em ployers w il l  ass iduous ly  p la y  o ff th e  one 
a g a in s t the  o th e r. I n  s tr ike s  th e y  w il l  be scab
b in g  on each o th e r as has happened so o fte n  
unde r the  c r a f t  u n ion  se t-up . T h e  w o rke rs  
w il l  be the  v ic tim s  o f these co n d ition s . T h e  
new in te rn a t io n a l w il l  be se rious ly  hand icapped  
i f  n o t c r ip p le d  fro m  the  o u tse t unless i t  is  in  
the  fu l l  sense o f the  te rm  in d u s tr ia l,  em brac ing  
a ll the  w o rke rs  in  and a b o u t the  au tom ob ile  
and a u to  p a r ts  p la n ts .

L e t  the  s logan o f genuine in d u s tr ia l un ion ism  
be ra ised  im m ed ia te ly . L e t  an  e d u ca tio n a l 
cam pa ign  be set unde r w a y  am ong the  a u to  
w orke rs , b o th  in  and o u t o f  the  F e d e ra l loca ls . 
L e t  the  question  be ra ised  in  the  c e n tra l la b o r 
bodies and in  a ll  lo c a l un ions th a t  can  be 
reached. T h e  so il is re a d y  fo r  such a cam 
p a ig n . L e t  a ll the m i l i ta n t  and p rog ress ive  
fo rces g e t beh ind i t ,  and  i t  w i l l  sweep the  
c o u n try .

M ass M e e tin g
The United States and the European Powers 

Are Preparing- fo r W ar!
HO W  AR E T H E  W O RKERS PREPA RED TO  

M E E T  T H E  N E X T  W AR?
Speakers:

A. J. Muste
N ationa l Secretary of the W orkers P a rty

Manny Garrett
E d ito r o f Young Spartacus 

F R ID A Y , M A Y  31si, 8 P.M . 
Germ ania H a ll, Th ird  Ave. and 16th St.

Auspices: N. Y. D is tr ic t  W orkers P a rty  o f U. S.

$4.75 A Week- The Roosevelt Standard
t -

Union Wages 
To Go Down

(Continued from  page 1)
over 100,000 ( 22 cents in  ru ra l dis
tr ic ts ) .  F o r the South then, c ity  
re lie f wages drop from  40 to 19 
cents and from  $1.00 to 42 cents 
per hour. The f irs t  step in to  the 
promised land o f Roosevelt secur
ity .

Under P.W .A. Rates
In  the N o rth  P W A  wages were 

50 cents an hour fo r  unskilled  and 
$1.20 fo r  sk illed  labor. Under the 
new scheme they w i l l  be 34 cents 
and 53 cents in  the c ities (25 and 
34 cents in  ru ra l areas).

Th is is the way President Roose
v e lt goes about “ l i f t in g  up the un
derpriv ileged.”

The lack o f any provision fo r  pre
v a ilin g  rates in  the new b i l l  is  of 
param ount importance. I t  means, 
in  effect, th a t sk illed  workers w i l l  
no longer w o rk  fo r  union scales, as 
they did  under the PIWA. Whereas 
they now w o rk  five or s ix  days per 
month a t union rates to earn th e ir 
f i f ty  o r s ix ty  dollars, Under the new 
p lan they w i l l  w o rk  the 40-hour 
week, fo u r weeks a month, to gain 
the same sum. On the new scale 
w i l l  be played the fu n e ra l m arch of 
union wages.

Not Isolated—Competing
M any lib e ra l papers deplore the 

new program  as “ creating a caste 
o f the unemployed, as iso la ting  a 
la rge body of the Am erican people 
and condemning them to semi-slav
ery.”

B u t the unemployed w i l l  not be 
“ isolated in  a semi-slave caste ;" not 
a t a ll. On the con tra ry  the unem
ployed, fa r  from  being isolated, w ill 
be in  d ire c t contact w ith  the em
ployed, and w i l l  tend to p u ll down 
the wages of a ll labo r to the m in 
imum level o f the program.

W orkers on “ governm ent”  pro
jects (frequently  le t out to priva te  
contractors) w i l l  w o rk  a t program  
wages side by side w ith  “ p riva te ly ”  
employed workers. I t  is  evident 
th a t the in te raction  of the two wage 
scales together w ith  employers’ 
greed and government connivance 
w i l l  drive  a l l wages down to the 
security level.

Instead of creating an “ isolated 
caste of semi-slaves”  consisting of 
the unemployed, the new program 
w i l l  make the whole w o rk ing  class, 
in  time, a caste o f semi-slaves. U n
der the modern wage system there 
is no such th in g  as an isolated 
'caste, fo r  wages o f one section of 
the w o rk ing  class in ev ita b ly  react 
on the wages of every other. I t  is 
not from  empty idealism th a t labor 
organizations procla im  th a t “ an in 
ju ry  to one is an in ju ry  to a ll. ”

Green’s Nightmares
There can be l i t t le  surprise tha t 

even the doddering A. F. o f L. offi
cialdom was s tirred  out o f its  rosy 
dreams o£ peaceful and endless col
laboration by the announcement of 
the new program. W illia m  Green 
is reported to say: “ I  am fe a rfu l

Gould Speaks 
In  Kansas City

By JE F F  R A LL

Kansas- C ity, Mo., May 18.— “ The 
F uture  o f Am erican Y ou th ”  was 
the topic o f Nathan Gould’s ad
dress, delivered to an a tten tive  and 
enthusiastic audience gathered at 
the W orkers ’ Modern L ib ra ry  to 
hear the message of the Spartacus 
Youth League presented by its  na
tiona l secretary.

“ He who has the youth has the 
arm y,”  stated Comrade Gould, 
quoted from  K a r l Liebknecht. The 
im perative need o f rescuing the 
w ork ing  class youth from  the dan
gers of fasc is t demagogy and mo
b iliz in g  them behind the revo lu tion
a ry  p a rty  was convincing ly set 
fo rth . Both the Young Peoples So
c ia lis t League and the Young Com
m unist League have conclusively 
demonstrated th e ir in a b ility  to ra lly  
the youth fo r revo lu tiona ry  action, 
he said, and the responsib iilty  thus 
rests w ith  the Spartacus Youth 
League to fu l f i l l  th is  du ty imposed 
upon them by history.

The be lie f th a t the American 
w ork ing  class is inh ib ited  w ith  con
servatism  and a tendency to ba lk 
a t revo lu tiona ry  solutions was em
ph a tica lly  repudiated by Comrade I 
Gould, as he pointed to  the m agni
ficent examples o f heroism and the 
capacity fo r  self-sacrifice displayed 
by the workers in  recent s tr ike  ba t
tles. These m ilita n t actions prove 
th a t the Am erican workers w i l l  not 
accept fascism and the continued 
assaults o f cap ita lism  upon th e ir 
liv in g  standards W ith  fo lded arms 
and passive acquiescence. W ith  a 
vanguard w o rthy  o f th e ir  allegiance 
they can and w i l l  be led to a revo
lu tio n a ry  struggle fo r  the over- 
th row a l o f capita lism  and the es
tab lishm ent of a W orkers’ State. 
F urthe r, such a vanguard has bees 
created, asserted Comrade Gould—  
the W orkers P a rty  o f the U. S. and 
the Spartacus Youth League.

S. Y. L. Fights fo r a United 
Protest on Memorial Day

( ! )  o f protest s trikes  among the 
unemployed, and I  am also fe a rfu l 
tha t p riva te  indus try  w i l l  use these 
rates to reduce the wages they are 
now paying.”

We are accustomed to  the s igh t 
of W illia m  Green trem b ling  w ith  
fr ig h t  a t the m ention o f d irec t ac
tion , o f strikes. B u t here his whole 
philosophy is  summed u p ; he is 
ifearfu l o f low er wages, bu t he is  
equally fe a rfu l o f ra is ing  them  by 
strikes.

B ills , N o t Action
A t present Green and the rest of 

the A. F. of L . skates are p u ttin g  
th e ir  fa ith  in  the  W agner B il l.  
T h is  b ill,  w h ich w ou ld  re lieve B i l l  
Green o f his “ fe a rfu l”  strikes, may 
pass. Roosevelt having taken two 
im portan t steps to the r ig h t, the 
w o rk  re lie f program  and the bonus, 
m ust now cover up w ith  a gesture 
to  the le ft. The W agner B i l l  fu rn 
ishes h im  w ith  ju s t the proper 
cover, no th ing more than  an empty 
gesture, it .  has, nevertheless, the 
endorsement o f the A. F. o f L. In  
p ractice  i t  w i l l  have no more effect 
than  the now half-dead N ational 
Labor Board— i. e. i t  w i l l  serve to 
“ a rb itra te ”  workers ou t of the 
gains they m ig h t make by s trike  
action.

W illia m  Green feels the sand 
runn ing  out from  under his feet. 
B u t i t  is no t from  W illia m  Green 
and his fears th a t w orkers can ex
pect any aid.

The new program  contains a 
clause w hich perm its  the ,W orks 
Progress D iv is ion  “ to upset the en
t ire  scale by exempting projects 
where necessary in  “ accordance 
w ith  local wage conditions.”  Th is 
simple clause re a lly  invalidates the 
whole published scale, and leads us 
to suspect th a t the scale is no th ing 
more than a “ feeler”  to see how the 
people w i l l  react. In  practice the 
scale w i l l  be even lower i f  the ad
m in is tra tion  can get away w ith  it .

I t  Depends on Labor
A t the same tim e workers can 

force the scale up— anyth ing  tha t 
can go down, can, in th is  case, go 
up—i f  workers force i t  up.

The new program  provides m in i
mum wages a t best 19 do llars a 
month, and m axim um  at best $94 a 
month. Tt provides th a t on ly one 
member o f each fa m ily  may w o rk  
fo r  th a t sum. A ll food, clo th ing, 
rent, fu rn itu re , amusement, m edical 
case, etc. fo r  the whole fam ily , no 
m atte r w hat size, must be found in 
th a t sum.

The wages are not steady. The 
w ork  is irre g u la r, depending on the 
projects in  hand. The w orker is 
docked fo r  illness. He is liab le  to 
permanent dismissal. The W orks 
d iv is ion  (appropria te ly  named) can 
c u t his wage, paid, as an added in 
su lt only m onth ly, a t whim .

The w orker is a t the mercy of 
the government fo r  which he to ils  
a t slave wages.

There is bu t one recourse: not 
votes, not b ills , not laws, not labor 
boards, not W illia m  Greens, bu t 
d irec t action, organization and 
s trike  action.

Youth Sways 
Mpls. Congress

(Continued from  Page 1)
to summarize the discussion in  a 
■‘safe and sane”  manner.

On M ay 30, the bosses and p ro fit
eers w i l l  ho ld  th e ir  M em orial Day 
services and parades, calcula ted to 
w h ip  up the jin g o is tic  and p a trio tic  
s p ir it  o f the Am erican w ork ing  
class youth. The desires of the 
class conscious you th  to show the ir 
determ ined opposition to the whole 
s p ir i t  and meaning o f M em oria l 
D ay and to the p ro fit system th a t 
gives rise to it ,  has been repeatedly 
manifested by the pow erfu l pres
sure towards broad youth demon
stra tions and ra llies.

Last year the Young Communist 
League, by its  maneuvers to fo is t 
its  own name and leadership over 
the un ited fron t, and its  a rb itra ry  
attem pts to dom inate the demon
s tra tion , forced a rup tu re  o f the 
un ited f ro n t and resulted in  two 
separate demonstrations.

S.Y .L. Efforts fo r U n ity
T his  year again, a genuine un ited 

fro n t fo r  M ay 30 has not been 
achieved, p a rtly  because of the in 
ju rio u s  ac tiv ities  of the S ta lin is t 
Youth organization. The Spartacus 
Youth League proposed fro m  the 
very beginning to  both the A m eri
can Youth  Congress continuations 
committee w h ich was a rrang ing the 
un ited fro n t, to the Young Peoples 
Socialist League and the Y.C.L. re
spectively, th a t a broad un ited  fro n t 
arrangem ents committee be set up 
to include the m a jo r po litica l ten
dencies and c ity  w ide organizations. 
T h is  un ited fro n t committee would 
include the members and organiza
tions in  the continuations com m it
tee.

B u t the Y.P.S.L., cap itu la ting  to 
t lie  pressure o f the “ O ld Guard”  
and “ M ilita n ts ”  in  the S. P., de
cided to w ith d ra w  from  the demon
s tra tion  on the p re text tha t i t  
“ could not pa rtic ipa te  in  a un ited 
fro n t w ith  the dual unions of the 
T.U .U .L., w h ich  s p lit  the labor 
movement.”

The Spartacus Youth League, in  
a lei te r to the C ity  Executive Com
m ittee of the Y.P.S.L. made i t  c lear 
tha t such a stand cannot possibly 
be condoned by a revo lu tiona ry  
youth organization. The le tte r  reads 
in  p a r t :

L etter to Young Socialists
“ The argum ent th a t the Y.P.S.L. 

cannot march w ith  the T.U .U .L. 
unions seems to us a spurious and 
a specious one, directed against the 
whole conception o f the un ited 
fron t. In  the firs t place, i t  is  ra ther 
la te in  the day to raise th is  p a rtic 
u la r issue— where are the T.U .U .L. 
unions th a t the Y.P.S.L. objects to? 
B u t even g ran ting  th a t they may 
exist, then in  w hat manner can the 
Y.P.S.L. reconcile its  m arch ing w ith  
tlie  I.W .W . unions on May Day and 
re jecting  the S ta lin is t paper unions 
on M ay 30? Moreover, i t  is incon
sistent wTith  your past p o lic y : fo r 
some six  months T.U .U .L. unions 
have been a ffilia ted  to the Am erican 
Y outh  Congresss, w hy on ly now, 
when the T.U .U .L. is being liqu i- 
ila ied overnight, does the Y.P.S.L. 
suddenly become conscience-strick
en?

“ We are not the apologists fo r  
the S ta lin is ts  nor fo r  th e ir  dual

unions. B u t we stand fo r a broad 
and representative un ited fro n t. 
There w ou ld  be no question i f  the 
Y.P.S.L. were being asked to  w o rk  
together w ith  the T .U .U .L. to w in  
the w o rk ing  you th  in to  the trade  
unions, b u t here i t  is s im p ly  a m at
te r  o f expressing in  a un ited fro n t  
action a jo in t  opposition to  m il i ta r 
ism, to the w a r program  o f the im 
peria lis ts, to  fascism. The Y.P.S.L. 
w i l l  be tak in g  upon its e lf the  f u l l  
responsib ility  fo r  s p lit tin g  the  dem
onstra tion  unless i t  reverses its  
position o f la s t week.”

Opposes S talin ist D isruption
The Spartacus Youth League dis

sociates its e lf  completely fro m  the 
position o f the Y.P.S.L. B u t how 
do th ings stand w ith  the  Y.C.L.?

The sectarian and bureaucratic  
polic ies o f S ta lin ism  are now reap
in g  th e ir  f u l l  f r u it .  The dual paper 
unions o f the T.U .U .L., the u ltim a t- 
istc attem pts a t dom ination, the 
tactics o f w recking w ha t they could 
not contro l— a ll those polic ies th a t 
have so discredited S ta lin ism  in  the 
eyes o f the labo r movement, and 
have made i t  possible fo r the trade 
union bureaucracy and the O ld 
Guard leadership o f the S. P. to 
re ject and refuse the fo rm ation  o f 
a rea l un ited fro n t stand out today 
as solid ba rrie rs  in  the w ay of 
every move towards a un ited fron t.

A lthough i t  has superfic ia lly  
changed some of its  old policies and 
methods, the Y.C.L. s t i l l  persists in  
many o f th e m : in  packing the u n it 
ed fro n t conference o f M ay 11, pub
lish ing  dishonest artic les  in  the 
D a ily  W orker calcula ted to lum p 
the S.Y.L. together w ith  the Y.P.S. 
L. (M ay 14), a ttem pting  to dom in
ate the dem onstration, etc. The 
S.Y.L. was and is anxious to see as 
broad and genuine a un ited fro n t 
as possible on M ay 30. B u t the 
Y.C.L. is determ ined to exclude the 
“ counter-revo lu tionary enemies of 
the w o rk ing  class.”

Refused Speaker
The Y .C .L.-contro lled continua

tions committee refuses the S.Y.L. 
not on ly a speaker bu t even repre
sentation on the arrangements com
m ittee ! We requested th is  as a 
guarantee th a t the Y.C.L. would ac
tu a lly  stand by th e ir  word fo r  a 
genuine un ited fro n t. The re fusa l 
of these elem entary conditions 
makes i t  impossible fo r  the S.Y.L. 
to partic ipa te . We do not in tend to 
ta i l  along in  a S ta lin is t demonstra
tion, w ith o u t representation and 
w ithou t voice, g iv ing  th e ir fa rc ic a l 
“ united f ro n t”  the cover o f our 
banner and our name.

For these reasons the S.Y.L. has 
decided not to take p a rt in  e ither 
the Y.C.L. o r the Y.P.S.L. demon
s tra tio n  o r mass meeting. Instead 
i t  w i l l  ca ll its  own mass meeting 
on the meaning and significance o f 
M ay 30 and exp la in  our stand to 
the w o rk ing  class youth. The meet
ing w i l l  take place next F riday, 
May 31, a t I rv in g  Plaza. We ca ll 
on a ll our readers and sym path iz
ers to demonstrate w ith  us th e ir 
understanding and determ ination to 
tigh t consistently fo r  a genuine 
united fro n t of the w o rk ing  class.

The most progressive report was 
made to the conference by the em
ploym ent discussion group. I t  in 
cluded resolutions indorsing the 
Lundeen b ill,  favo ring  government 
operation o f id le  factories as a tem
porary measure, ca llin g  fo r  equal 
wages under the N R A  fo r  black and 
white, favo ring  the r ig h t  of youth 
to organize, s tr ike  and picket, u rg 
ing the expenditure o f w a r funds 
on education, and opposing the m il
ita riza tio n  of C.C.C. and transient 
camps. T he  last o f the series of 
ten resolutions which were passed 
by a m a jo rity  of the delegates from  
a ll over Minnesota read: “ W e rea l
ize th a t most present measures fo r 
re liev ing unemployment are p a llia 
tives only, we believe th a t the u l t i 
mate so lu tion of the depression and 
unemployment lies in a socialized 
planned economy.”

Leo T u u ri, communist candidate 
to r alderman, rose on th is  resolu
tion  to say, “ A lthough I  am a Young 
Communist, I  do not favo r the pas
sage of th is  m otion. We desire 
un ity , and u n ity  can only be ob
tained on the basis of a m in im um  
program .”

Replying to  T u u ri, a member of 
Spartacus countered, “ Zero is the 
m in im um  program  conceivable. 
Log ica lly  you ought to favo r noth
ing, and you would have u n ity  w ith  
everyone.”  A  young Farm er-Labor- 
ite  rem arked th a t “ The demand fo r 
socialism, a fte r five years o f de
pression, is ce rta in ly  the most m in
im um  o f m in im um  demands tha t 
could be included in  a ‘m in im um ’ 
program.

The reso lu tion carried by an 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity , the Young 
Communists abstain ing to the sur
prise o f a ll. One youth rem arked : 
“ I  always thought th a t the Com
m unists were revo lu tionaries.”

French Situation Is Feature 
of May “New International”

More b r illia n t, more in teresting, 
and as fundam ental as previous 
issues, is the comment a lready made 
o f the M ay issue o f the New In te r
national, now off the press. I t  is 
a special issue, the m ain body of 
its  contents dealing w ith  the pres
ent s itua tion  in France and the 
problems o f the French labor and 
revo lu tiona ry  movement. “ Where is 
France Going-?”  is the t it le  o f th is 
exhaustive and extrem ely tim e ly  
M arx ian  analysis of F rench p o li
tics. Is  i t  going tow ard murderous 
Fascism— or the w orkers ’ revo lu
tion?

Nineteen solid pages o f m ate ria l 
make up th is  a rtic le  fu lly  on the 
he ight w ith  fundam ental analyses 
carried in our press fo r  example 
du ring  the months and weeks pro
ceeding the H it le r  seizure of power 
in  Germany. An estimate is given 
o f the ex is ting  class forces in  
France today and the way out, the 
on ly  way out, fo r  the w ork ing  class 
is shown in  unm istakable fashion. 
I t  is im possible fo r  the th in k in g  
w orker to understand the present 
day s itua tion  in  France w ith o u t 
reading th is  a rtic le .

One of ou r European correspond
ents contributes an a rtic le  on the 
problem o f Abyssinia —  “ A  New 
Nerve Center o f Im p e ria lis t Lust.”  
For the f irs t  tim e in  an English 
publication its  readers m ay learn 
about th is  A frica n  na tive state not 
yet conquered by the im p e ria lis t 
robber bandits. They may learn 
about the reasons fo r the feverish 
m ob iliza tion  by M usso lin i in  w hat 
very c lea rly  appears as a planned 
a ttem pt to make an end to the  in 
dependence o f th is  native state and

to f in a lly  and fu l ly  subject i t  to 
im p e ria lis t p lunder clothed in  the 
black sh ir ts  o f M usso lin i’s hordes.

Comrade Muste contributes an 
a rtic le  in  th is  issue: “ Labor in  1935 
— Panorama and Prognosis.”  In  
his usual d irect and fo rce fu l style 
Comrade Muste deals in th is  a rtic le  
essentia lly w ith  the forces w ith in  
the labor movement— reactionaries 
and progressives, and forecasting 
the prospects o f the la tte r, he con
cludes: “ Then Lewis, H illm a n  and 
Green w i l l  not be the on ly ones 
c la im ing to represent the workers 
in Washington, and in  any case the 
decisive events w i l l  not then occur 
in tlie  W hite  House w ith  the sm il
ing Roosevelt presid ing as the c i
gars are passed, but on the p icket 
lines in  the steel, coal and auto
m obile towns, as the gas bombs and 
the bu lle ts f ly  about.”

The M ay issue o f the New In te r 
na tioan l contains also an a rtic le  
beau tifu l in  sty le  and fo rce fu l in  
its  analysis dealing w ith  the  na
tive  question in  South A frica , w r i t 
ten by It. I.ee o f Johannesburg. I t  
contains a fu r th e r  ins ta llm ent by 
R. Gotesky on the discussion o f 
‘'M a rx is m : Science o r Method?”  
and other valuable m ateria l.

Readers o f the  New M ilita n t and 
th e ir  friends cannot afford to miss 
th is  issue and we sha ll be g lad to  
accept your order e ither fo r  s ing le  
copies, bundles or subscriptions. W e  
take th is  occasion also to m ention 
in  rep ly to inqu iries th a t we have- 
a very sm all number s t i l l  le ft  o f  
the firs t issue of the New In te rn a 
tional. The price per s ingle copy 
is 25 cents.

ART PREIS
Editor of the suppressed strike  

bulletin, “S trike T ru th ”

JAMES P. CANNON
E dito r o f the ‘ ‘New M ilita n t”

Inside Story Of The Toledo Strike Sunday, May 26th, 8  p. m.
Irving Plaza, 15th st. &.lrving PI.


