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20,000 Oppositionists Expelled 
From the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union in Recent 'C leansing'
Forces of the Fourth International Grow in the Strongest Fortress of Stalin

ism; Purging of Critics Conducted by G. P. U. Behind Backs of the 
Membership; Prepare Another Mass Ousting for Spring

By LEON TROTSKY
A new cleansing is being con

cluded in the so-called Communist 
party o f the Soviet Union. This 
tim e i t  bears the modest label of a 
“ check-up on party credentials.”  
The difference between this purge 
and a ll those that preceded it  lies 
in  the fact tha t i t  is being effected 
w ithout even the nominal p a rtic i
pation of the party its e lf; no 
general meetings, no personal con
fessions, no public denunciations, 
no corroborating testimony. The 
checking machinery operates en
tire ly  behind the scenes: for, you 
see, this is merely a matter of 
“ credentials.”  in  rea lity approxi
mately 10 percent of the party has 
been expelled as a result of this 
modest technical check-up. The 
check-up of party candidates has 
not been completed as yet. But a l
ready, many more than 200,000 
have been ejected from the ranks 
o f the party. Let us recall, inc i
dentally, that this was almost the 
numerical strength of the entire 
Bolshevik party during the period 
when i t  led the proletariat to the 
conquest of power.

The Categories of Expelled
The January 2 issue of Pravda 

breaks down the figures o f the ex
pelled into the following main cate
gories : “From Trotskyists, Zino-
vievists, opportunists, double-deal
ers, alien elements, sneak-thieves, 
adventurers down to spies of the 
foreign agencies.”  The lis t, you 
w ill observe, reproduces the gen
eral formula of a ll Thermidorian 
amalgams. I t  would be u tte rly 
naive to become “ indignant”  over 
the coupling of Trotskyists w ith 
sneak-thieves and spies. Every re
gime at loggerheads w ith the 
people persecutes, on the one hand, 
the revolutionists and on the other 
crim inals. From time immemorial 
these two categories lived side by 
side in  the prisons o f the Czar, as 
they live today in  the prisons of 
the bourgeoisie of the entire world. 
Kerensky in his own time swore 
again and again that the Bolshe
viks were in  collusion w ith black 
hundred gangs and German spies. 
Stalin remains entirely true to tra 
dition. Instead of growing “ indig
nant”  over the statistic amalgam, 
le t us analyze i t  more closely.

F irs t o f a ll we note the strik ing  
fact that from  among the more 
than 200,000 expelled, the “ Trot
skyists”  are officially assigned the 
firs t place. Does this im ply that 
they are so large a group numeric- 
ally) Or is it  that the bureaucracy, 
a fte r liquidating “ the remnants 
and splinters”  of Trotskyists no 
less than ten times, s till continues 
to consider them as its  most dan
gerous enemy? Both. We shall 
shortly prove on the basis of offi
cial statistics that the number of 
the expelled Bolshevik-Leninists 
during the last cleansing alone 
(the la tte r part of 1935) amounts 
to no less than 10,000, and, in ef
fect, a great many more. The bes
tia lity  o f the repressions is ample 
indication of the extent to which 
the bureaucracy fears this “cate
gory.”

The Chief Opposition Force
The Trotskyists and Zinovievists 

are commonly lumped together in 
a single category by the official 
accounts. The Zinovievists always 
represented a purely Leningrad 
grouping, in other parts o f the 
country they consisted of only 
scattered individuals, and they 
never had an Independent po litica l 
physiognomy, let alone their insta
b ility . Thus we obtain six cate
gories o f the expelled: 1) Bolshe
vik-Leninists; 2) Zinovievists; 3 )' 
''opportunists”  (recorded here more 
fo r symmetry and camouflage: the 
Individual reports do not mention 
them a t a ll as a rule; 4) double- 
dealers and alien elements (form er 
White Guards, etc.) ; 5) sneak- 
thieves and adventurists; 6) foreign 
spies. W ith slight variations there 
categories are repeated in  the dis
tr ic t reports, correspondence, lead
ing articles, etc.

Before passing to the analysis of 
the question o f the numerical 
strength o f the Bolshevik-Leninists, 
we wish to point out that not a 
single lis ting  o f the categories of 
the expelled or any o f the commen
taries we have examined, contains 
any mention either o f the Menshe
viks or the Social-Revolutionaries. 
Both these parties are politically 
non-existent. Their reactionary 
policy in  1917, as comrade Tarov

has recently so correctly pointed 
out, has barred them from a ll ap
proach to the new generations in 
the c ity  and country. And as the 
Jugoslav comrade Ciliga, yester
day’s eaptive o f Stalin, has stressed 
on several occasions, the only seri
ous opposition in  the country is 
that o f the Bolshevik-Leninists. In  
other words, the opposition to 
Bonapartism in  the Soviet Union 
flows not from  the principles of 
petty-bourgeois democracy, but 
from  the conquests of the October 
revolution, and marches under its  
banner. Let us keep th is fact firm 
ly in mind, fo r i t  is of colossal im
portance fo r the future.

*  *  *

A fter a ll the preceding purges 
and campaigns of physical exter-

Rebel Spirit 
Stirs Akron  
Gum Miners

SuccessfulSit-DownStrikes 
Impel Militant Action 

In Rubber Unions
By JACK WILSON

AKRON, Ohio. Feb. 10—In  a 
powerful display of organized 
strength that amazed and alarmed 
the tire  companies, thousands of 
rubberworkers joined in various 
spontaneous “ sitdowns”  a t the Big 
Three plants here during the past 
two weeks which had serious pos
s ib ility  of spreading into an indus
try  wide strike u n til the workers’ 
demands were m ainly met.

These “ sitdowns”  began at F ire
stone which involved 2,000 workers 
and brought complete victory of the 
union as explained in the previous 
issue of the New M ilitant.

The “ sitdown”  idea spread to 
Goodyear where another 2,000 work
ers supported the refusal o f the tire  
curing room to take a wage cut. 
Although the company failed to re
scind the cut, they did not dare 
carry out a w ritten order to spread 
the cut to plant 2 as the workers 
prepared to shut down the plant 
under leadership of tile  Goodyear 
local of the United Rubberworkers 
of America.

Then, tirebuilders at Goodrich sat 
down Friday night, because one of 
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E ditor’s Note: On January 28 
Leon Trotsky sent the follow ing 
cable to the Associated PresS' 
from Honefoss, Norway:

Hearst Press published the 
article about political persecution 
in the Soviet Union pretending 
that it was written by me. 
Friends cabled me requesting to 
know the truth of the matter 
through the medium of the As
sociated Press. I  never gave any 
article to the Hearst press with 
which I  have no relations what
soever. The articles which were 
published or used without my 
knowledge (in case they really 
were articles of mine) are nat
urally not at all directed against 
the Soviet Union but only against 
the growing despotism of the rid
ing clique. During the last month 
and weeks I  have received ex 
tremely important news from au
thentic sources concerning the 
terrible repressions against polit
ical prisoners whose fidelity to 
the Soviet UUnion is beyond 
doubt and whose only “crime” 
consists in criticizing the ruling 
bureaucracy.

A short time ago Dr. Anton 
Ciliga  ̂ former leader of the Jugo
slav Communist party, returned 
from the Soviet Union where he 
spent more than five years in 
prison and exile as punishment 
for his critical attitude! of the 
leadership of the Comintern. To

mination it  seems almost incredible 
that among the various categories 
of the expelled—not hundreds, not 
thousands, but a minimum of 200,- 
000—the Bolshevik-Leninists should 
be listed in the firs t place. How 
many of them were there? The 
Soviet press refrains cautiously 
from citing any totals on this sicore. 
Only in individual articles, and re
marks dealing w ith provinces and 
districts do we run across direct 
or indirect (most often indirect) 
mention of the number of the ex
pelled “ Trotskyists.”  This, is the 
data we propose to dwell upon.
In  the Dnyeper-Petrovsk Province 
Khatayevich, secretary o f the 

Dnyeper-Petrovsk province, reports 
in liis  article that during the check- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Find W P A
Head Guilty 
O f Murder

W orkers Jury Unanimous 
in Verdict; NUL, W A A  

Leaders Speak
TOLEDO. Feb. 9.—Several hun

dred W.P.A. workers, who braved 
sub-zero blizzard weather here, 
were aroused to a fighting pitch 
today a t the disclosures of the in 
human circumstances surrounding 
the death of Alonzo Walker, W.P. 
A. worker who was permitted to 
freeze to death on a W.P.A. pro
ject here three weeks ago. The open 
tr ia l of the W.P.A. adm inistration 
fo r murder was conducted by the 
W.P.A. Workers Union this a fter
noon at the Roi Davis auditorium.

The tr ia l was held in connection 
w ith a mass protest meeting to de
mand better conditions, hours and 
wages on the W.P.A. Arnold John
son, executive-secretary of the Na
tional Unemployed League, and 
Gerry A llard, central Illin o is  chair
man of the Illino is  Workers A lli
ance and leader of the state hunger 
march to Springfield, 111., last sum
mer, were the guest speakers.

The Physician Testifies
Some incredulity was apparent 

ati firs t when A rt Preis, union pres
ident, acting as prosecuting attor
ney stated that he was going to 
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obtain permission to leave the 
Soviet Union Ciliga resorted, to a 
hunger strike and was subjected 
to forcible feeding. He slashed 
his wrists but was prevented 
from suicide. Thousands of ex
pelled members of the ruling 
party who protested against the 
growing inequality or the intro
duction of army-officer titles and 
the marshal-order, suffer under 
similar conditions.

Zinoviev and Kamenev, inti
mate collaborators of Lenin, are 
now imprisoned for a terroristic 
crime with which they had noth
ing whatsoever to do. Kamenev, 
former chairman of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist party 
of the Soviet Union, is in a cell 
together with IS others. Last 
year an additional five years was 
tacked on to the original five- 
year sentence for his alleged par
ticipation in planning a terroris
tic assassination of Stalin.

The restrained apd absolutely 
objective information related by 
Ciliga, Tarov and others prove 
the increasing antagonism devel
oping between Hie bureaucracy 
and the population and prove the 
need of the bureaucracy to re
sort to sharpest repressions in 
the interests of self-preservation. 
To say this frankly is to do a 
real service to the people of the 
Soviet Union.

(signed) LEON TROTSKY.

Mooney  
Appeals  

f o r  A id
Funds Badly Needed to Fight 

Activities of Calif. 
Frame-up Crew

County Ja il No. 1,
San Francisco. Calif.
February 1. 1936.

Mr. James P. Cannon.
New M ilitant,
New York City, N.Y.
My dear Cannon:

On Monday, February 3, the hear
ing on my petition fo r a habeas 
corpus w rit w ill be resumed before 
the referee appointed by the C alif
ornia Supreme Court. Once more 
that monstrous serpent—the Moon- 
ey-Billings frame-up w ill crawl 
from  its  bed of slime, raise its 
ghastly head, display its  fangs and 
inject its deadly poison into the 
blood-stream of public opinion in 
the hope of paralyzing it  so that we 
may be held in prison u n til death.

This hearing is bringing our strug
gle to a new crisis where we need 
your moral and financial help more 
than ever before.

We have proved that a ll the 
material evidence, a ll matters of 
identification as to our participa
tion in  the crime was pure and 
unadulterated perjury.

We have proved tha t the D is
tr ic t Attorney and the Police De
partment had conscious know
ledge of that perjury when they 
presented i t  to the court that con 
victed us.

We have proved that they de
liberately suppressed and conceal
ed v ita l evidence that would have 
conclusively established our in 
nocence.
This hearing is of vita l import

ance not because there is much 
hope the California State Supreme 
Court may grant my w rit, but be
cause it  is the fina l step in carry
ing the case, forward to the United 
States Supreme Court where there 
is real hope for favorable action. 

An Organ of Reaction 
We know w ith positive knowledge 

that the Supreme Court of C alif
ornia itse lf has from the beginning 
been part and parcel of this mons
trous frame-up.

Judge F. W. Ilensliaw, Justice of 
the California State Supreme Court 
fo r more than twenty years, was 
driven from the bench in shame as 
a result of disclosures brought 
about through the Mooney defense. 
He accepted a bribe of almost a 
m illion dollars fo r liis  decision in 
the Fair W ill Case. The Densmore 
dictograph report disclosed Justice 
Henshaw as the intellectual guiding 
evil genius in the Mooney frame- 
up.

The California State Supreme 
Court in the 1930 hearing on W ar
ren K. B illings application fo r a 
pardon, declared that there was no 
frame-up, that a ll the iierjurers told 
the tru th  in 1916, and their later- 
recantations and confessions of per
ju ry  were the result of the conniv
ance of our defense committee.

The m inority opinion of one of 
Its members, .Justice W illiam  H. 
Langdon. constitutes the greatest 
indictment ever w ritten of any Su
preme Court m ajority opinion.

The California State Supreme 
Court represents the same powerful 
financial aud industria l reaction
ary force that framed us because 
of our loyal devotion to the trade 
union movement. That Court s till 
carries on.

Frame-up Crew Still Active
Judge Henshaw, Detective Swan

son, Jury Foreman MacNevin and 
Chief of Police W hite of the Pacif
ic Gas and Electric Company are 
n il dead. But the liv ing  frame-up 
crew w ill spread their poison 
through the newspapers of the na
tion during the month o f February, 
crying out anew fo r our bipod.

The unspeakable C.M.Fickert, fo r
mer D istric t Attorney by the grace 
of the United Railroads, who was 
going to use Tom Mooney’s gallows 
as a campaign platform  fo r the 
governorship in 1918, now a derelict, 
w ill be washed and dressed for his 
part and dragged from  his long and 
well deserved oblivion once again 
to serve his God—Mammon. His 
chief assistant, Edward A. Cunha, 
who was to succeed him  as D istric t 
Attorney as a reward for his part 
in the foul frame-up w ill again help 
him w ith a ll the venom and cun
ning o f his poisonous hatred.

Steve Bunner, Lieutenant of Po
lice in 1916, who coached perjurer 
Oxman, is now a retired Captain of 
Police w ith one hundred thousand 
dollars in his bank account, fo r 
which he gives no explanation to 
public officials, now investigating 
charges of police g ra ft and extor
tion. They dare not prosecute him, 
fearing he may te ll a ll he knows 
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M eat Packers 
Launch Drive 
In Industry
Affiliate with C IO ;  Fight 

for Unrestricted Indus
trial Charter in A F L

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 2. — The 
progressive unions in the packing 
house industry have joined forces 
witih the national movement fo r in 
dustrial unionism through the 
form al launching of the Committee 
fo r Industria l Organization in the 
Packing House Industry. This ac
tion was taken by the delegates to 
the conference at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, on February 1 and 2. The 
actions and recommendations of 
the conference delegates are to be 
submitted to the membership of the 
im rticipating local unions fo r ap
proval. I t  is anticipated tha t such 
approval w ill be quickly granted 
and the Committee instructed to 
proceed immediately to its  tasks.

The Committee fo r Industria l 
Organization in the Packing House 
Industry w ill direct its  attention 
immediately toward the work o f 
securing the affiliation o f other 
tracking house unions. A ll indepen
dent unions and A. F. of L. unions 
in  the industry w ill be contacted 
by the committee. Contacts w ill 
also be sought among the unorgan
ized packing house workers and 
those belonging to company unions.

The firs t action of the committee 
w ill be to establish a research com
mittee fo r the purpose of securing 
statistical information necessary 
to clearly demonstrate the need 
fo r un ity  of action in the industry. 
The information, together w ith 
other educational m aterial w ill he 
circulated throughout a ll packing 
house centers. In  the near future 
an official news organ w ill be es
tablished by the committee. V is it
ing committees w ill he sent out 
from time to time by the local 
unions, and as quickly as circum
stances w ill permit, organizers w ill 
be sent into the field by the com- 
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Minneapolis 
Unions Join 
Lewis Set-up
22 Locals Take First Step 

in Conference; 574  
Represented

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 2 —The In 
dustrial Union Conference called 
by Local 665, Miscellaneous Work
ers, convened Sunday morning at 
ten o’clock at 520 Hennepin Avenue. 
The meeting was opened by Swan 
Assarson of Local 665. Assarson 
briefly expressed the aims and ob
jectives of the conference, pointing 
out the inevitable d rift towards in 
dustrial unionism that was taking 
place and stated that no matter 
how much we attempted to avoid 
the question it  would finally have 
to be settled one way or the other. 
He then read the proposed agenda 
which was as follow s: Election of 
Chairman, election of Secretary, 
election of Credentials Committee 
of three, and Resolutions Commit
tee of five, discussion by delegates, 
report o f committees, other busi
ness and adjournment. Rubin Latz 
o f Local 183, Laundry Workers, 
was elected chairman and H illia rd  
Smith o f 382, Auto Mechanics, was 
selected as secretary.

The Credentials and Resolutions 
Committee was then elected. A fter 
some discussion by delegates, the 
Credentials Committee reported 
that there were 46 delegates pres
ent, representing 22 local unions.

The follow ing organizations were 
present, w ith  delegates: Genera’
Drivers No. 574, E lectrical Work
ers No. 160, E lectrical Workers No. 
292, Asbestos Workers No. 34, Pet
roleum Workers No. 19802, Twin 
C ity Federal Workers No.1813, Am
erican Federation of Actors, Build
ing Laborers, No. 563, UphWsterers 
No. 61, Wooden ware Workers No. 
1859, Sheet Metal Workers No. .34, 
Laundry Workers No. 183, Miscel
laneous Workers 065, Photo En
gravers No. 6, Brotherhood of Lo
comotive Engineers and Firemen, 
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Strength of 
Union Forces 
New Contract
Report Gains on Major 

Issues of Conflict 
W ith Employers

A fte r weeks of negotiations, 
breaks in negotiations and threats 
of strike, the bosses’ association, 
recognizing the strength of the 
union, have agreed to a contract 
w ith the Joint Board of the Dress
makers, I.L.G.W.U.

W hile the details o f the agree
ment are not yet public, i t  is un
derstood that a ll gains made in 
the 1933 general strike are retained 
and in some cases improved. The 
main question at issue was the 
setting up of adequate machinery 
to prevent the robbing o f workers 
by chiselling contractors. “ Settle
ment of prices on the jobbers 
premises; lim ita tion o f contrac
tors; the unit or scientific method 
of settling piece rates”  are report
ed as agreed to.

A t the present moment final fin 
ishing touches are being added to 
the agreement. Meetings have been 
arranged by the bosses’ associa
tions to ra tify  the terms. The un
ion is in search o f halls large 

i enough to seat their entire mem
bership fo r ra tification meetings. 
While union demands fo r the 30- 
ihour week and general increases in 
the minimum wage rate have not 
been met, it  is expected that fo l
lowing the report of the negotiating 
committee headed by President Du- 
binsky and Vice-President Hoch- 
man, the terms w ill be accepted.

Tlie union leaders state that the 
complete preparations made fo r 
tiiis  strike and the enthusiastic 
demonstrations and mass meetings 
held last Friday, when the entire 
membership stopped work -mid pa
raded to Madison Square. Garden 
and other halls, had a wholesome 
effect on the bosses and was a de
term ining factor in  winning the 
agreement.

Mayor LaGuardia is attempting 
to claim some credit fo r the settle
ment but the dressmakers, looking 
a t the results of the mayor’s “ medi
ation”  in other cases where unions 
were weak, give the credit to their 
own solidarity and 100,000 dress
makers can’t  be wrong!

Laundry Strike 
Remains Solid 
In 9th Week

The m ilitant strike o f Bronx 
laundry workers, organized in 
Laundry Drivers’ Local 810, now 
in its  ninth week, is s till effectively 
crippling alteration of the plants. 
Despite police te rro r and the 
strikebreaking tactics of city re lie f 
authorities, the sp irit of the s trik 
ers. the ir wives (organized in la
dies auxiliaries) and families is 
high and they are determined to 
win.

The police have pursued a policy 
of arresting as many strikers as 
possible, holding them on every 
conceivable charge, in order to 
s trip  the picket lines o f man power. 
To date over 150 arrests have taken 
place on charges ranging from dis
orderly conduct to kidnapping. 
Counsel fees and hail are draining 
the union treasury and support is 
gravely needed.

The shortage of strike re lie f 
funds has compelled many of the 
workers to turn to Home Relief 
authorities fo r aid. W ithout ex
ception their applications have been 
rejected since they refused to scab. 
But the action o f c ity re lie f offi
cials, police and reactionary judges 
has been unable to break the ranks 
of the strikers.

Last Friday the union called a 
conference o f labor organizations 
to obtain aid fo r the strikers.

The union is asking a ll sympa- 
thizere and workers to refuse to 
give the ir laundry to the follow 
ing companies: ABC, Bond, Stork, 
Snow-White, Sterling, Sun, Sun- 
bright, North American, New York 
(Chester), Planet, Pretty, lie  
Francis, Regent, Jummel, Manhat
tan, M irrolike, W estbuf-TI'g'-- 
bridge and S tarlight laundry com
panies.

Trotsky Cables Denial to 
AP on Daily Worker Lies

Denounces Repressions Against Bolshevik-Leninists 
by the Stalinist Bureaucracy

N ew  Y ork Dressmakers 
Force Bosses to Terms

Miners Convention Hurls 
D efi at Green Ultimatum
Complete Solidarity with Industrial Union Movemeni 

Spurs Organization in Other Industries
By ARNE SWABECK

The A. F. o f L. “w ill not tolerate 
w ith in  it  an organization challeng
ing the supremacy of the parent 
body.’’ This ultim atum  against the 
Committee fo r Industria l Organi
zation, Wm. Green delivered in 
person to the United Mine Work
ers convention and when he got 
the answer he deserved, he pro
tested and insisted that h is re
marks had been “ un fa irly”  in ter
preted as an ultimatum.

In  the answer given, the seven
teen hundred delegates voted unan
imously to support the Committee 
fo r Industria l Organization and to 
support its  policy of industria l un
ionism. They voted authorization 
to the officers to w ithhold per-cap- 
ita  tax payments to the A. F. o f L, 
should such action be deemed nec 
essary.

This was the high point of a re
markable convention. I t  was known 
in advance that its  decisions would 
have an important bearing ujion 
the outcome of the present conflict 
in the A. F. of L. over the indus
tria l union issue. The convention, 
therefore, received the undivided 
attention from a ll sections of the 
labor movement and, needless to 
say, not the least from  the A. F. 
of L. top bureaucracy.

Crushing Defeat for Green
Wm Green faced a supreme test. 

H is Executive Council had demand
ed that the C.I.O. disolve. He ap
peared before the miners’ conven
tion in the role of a patriarch pre
siding over the great fam ily of 
trade unions, in which, he said, 
some of its  members were in “ open 
rebellion.”  Although he undoubt
edly used a ll his powers of persua- 
tion, be did not leave a very pow
erfu l impression. The delegates 
listened to him in stony silence, 
broken now and then by a chorus 
of boos. John L. Lewis on the 
other hand utilized to the fu llest 
extent a ll his showmanship talent,

lending so much greater effect t( 
the decisions made. In  th is reaped 
the convention was magniflceutlj 
staged.

When Green had finished his ad 
dress, John L. Lewis asked thos< 
delegates who had changed theii 
minds because of the address ti 
stand up. Two men stood up. Fol
lowing this Lewis asked how manj 
believed the C.I.O. should be dis 
solved. A lone delegate stood up 
To the final question how many be 
lieved that the policies of this con 
vention should be carried out, al 
delegates arose amid handclappinj 
and cheers.

A fter this demonstration of una 
nim ity, Lewis was able to turn ti 
Green and exclaim: “ I trust, sir 
you w ill carry back to your organ 
ization the answer of the Unitei 
Mine Workers.”

Millers Branch Out
Indeed, tire coal miners hai 

given an answer thoroughly in ac 
cord w ith their splendid trad itio i 
ns m ilitan t unionists. They spoki 
as members of the most powerfu 
organization in the A. F. o f L. 
whose expression of opinion inus 
he accepted in earnest. No doub 
the coal miners feel confident tha 
tile  strength of their union hai 
been restored; counting over 300, 
000 members, the union now em
braces about 83 percent of a ll tin  
coal miners in the country. M?os1 
typical of the recent gains is the 
fact that the whole of the state oi 
West V irginia is now organized 
where formerly, and particularly In 
Logan County, the terrorism .of the 
coal operators and their henchmen 
in governmental offices fo r years 
kept the union out.

Conscious of their strength, the 
coal miners in this convention de
cided also to extend the union to 
embrace a ll workmen "in  and 
around coal processing plants.” 
This, when carried out, would add 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Rebel Spirit Stirs 
Akron Gum Miners

Miners Union Conference Hurls
Defi at Green Ultimatum on CIO

—
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the union men was not given a fa ir 
wage allowance when he was trans*- 
fered to another machine.

A tirebullders committee went 
from  department to department ra l
lying workers1 to their banner and 
thus entire production was stopped 
w ith in  an hour. This Involved 1,500. 
Another sh lft came In at m idnight 
and joined, doubling the number 
refusing to worjt.

A  committee of two union men 
from each o f the four shifts was 
selected by the workers to confer 
w ith  the management. The com
pany quickly agreed to give the 
worker his allowance and the men 
went back to work.

However, i t  was discovered that 
the company wasn’t  going to pay 
any of the workers money fo r the 
tim e lost during the sitdown so the 
entire factory again qu it work.

Threats by the company to forc
ib ly  move the workers from the 
plant were met w ith  jeers and the 
police were defied. Although the 
plant normally is closed over Sun
day the workers prepared to remain 
inside u n til the ir demand fo r ha lf 
pay was met.

When the company saw that the 
workers were going to keep the 
plant closed a t a ll costs and would 
not le t anyone work, i t  agreed to 
pay a ll the men except the tirebuild- 
ers ha lf pay.

The tirebullders, to show that 
they were w illing  to sacrifice fo r 
the sake o f fellow-workers, accepted 
the proposa l but the other workers 
refused i t  fo r over two hours al
though union leaders urged them 
to  accept.

The union committee was “ trick  
ed" into accepting the proposal and 
recommending it  to the men, some, 
o f them said later, but not many 
were disturbed because i t  was seen 
that a mistake this time could and 
would be rectified in the near 
future.

During the entire time of the s it- 
down, active union members, en
thused by the fig h t of the ir leaders 
in the negotiations, signed up hund
reds of non-union men into the bona- 
fide union.

Union Grows After Struggle
The union a t Goodyear grew after 

the sitdown but fo r just the opposite 
reason which brought the great 
increase of membership a t F irestone 
and Goodrich locals.

Goodyear workers realized clear
ly that i t  was the ir lack of organ
ization, o f leadership that brought 
the tirebullders defeat. Failure of 
the union leadership itse lf to utilize 
the situation quickly enough also 
le ft the workers w ithout confidence 
and so they went to work when the 
Goodyear company assembled its  
prize strike-breakers, the Flying 
Squadron to do the work.

They joined the union because to
gether w ith the other union workers 
they make a solid fron t and so were 
able to plan a 100 per cent sitdown 
at plant 2 which the company was 
afraid of. That’s why the order to 
carry out a wage cut is s till in the 
superintendent’s office and w ill re
main there fo r a while.

Since both Goodrich and F ire
stone unionists and th e ir leaders 
quickly stepped into the forefront 
of the sltdowns and led the work
ers to victory, hundreds joined the 
organizations fo r they have found 
an answer to the crying need of 
the rubberworkers—a m ilita n t trade 
union constantly fighting  fo r the 
workers rights.

That the rubberworkers would 
themselves take spontaneous action 
against the slow but steady de
pression of the ir liv ing  wage 
through various moves o f the com
panies Is thousand fold proof of our 
contention that the unions must 
show in  action that they w ill lead 
the workers, fo r the workers are 
demanding action.

Causes of the ‘‘Sltdowns”
The causes o f the sltdowns can 

not be found in  the issues around 
which the recent skirmishes were 
fought. There have been wage cuts, 
longer hours, etc. introduced before 
in the factories w ithout voluble pro
test. Union men have been layed- 
o ff before and not fo r jus t a week 
as the Firestone unionist whose 
case started the sitdown.

’L. L. Callahan, Goodrich local 
president, correctly gave as the 
reason fo r the sltdowns the follow
ing statement. “ The whole thing 
in a nutshell is that the men have 
been overworked, overloaded and 
underpaid over a period o f time to a 
breaking point. I t  has been reached 
now. Any incident w ill serve as the 
spark to set o ff an explosion.”

In  other words, the sltdowns are 
significant as portraying the mood 
and temper of the rubberworkers; 
as showing w;hat working conditions 
and the drive of economic forces 
have done to their ideas.

The rapid spread of the sltdowns 
shows how a fighting  slogan w ill 
be concretized by masses in  motion 
and that the rubberworkers are in 
motion.

This places squarely before the 
union leaders the responsibility of 
answering the fundamental demands 
o f the workers and leading them in 
a battle fo r a real victory against 
the rubber barons who have been 
running everything the ir own way 
while Claherty previously was ru in
ing the unions.

Workers Ready fo r Strike
Every avenue of thought arising 

from a study of the meaning of the 
sltdowns leads to the inescapable 
conclusion that the rubberworkers 
not only are ready fo r but demand 
an industry wide strike to break 
the continual drive against them 
by the companies.

There are no smooth-tongued 
Clahertys to d ivert the growing 
strike sentiment among the workers 
into the channels of betrayal and 
defeat this year.

Whether any individual union offi
cer wants to continue the fig h t 
against the rubber companies, he 
w ill not have any chance to decide. 
The upswing of the workers w ill 
carry him along.

What is needed is conscious pre
paration for the strike so that the 
workers can have every advantage 
possible against their ruthless class 
enemies.
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about 100,000 workers In  byproduct 
and gas and chemical plants to the 
organization. But the c ra ft union 
officials already claim  jurisdiction 
over skilled mechanics working in 
these plants. This, however, may 
be considered only a m inor matter 
in  view o f the general conflict 
around the industria l union issue. 
While th is specific action w ill play 
its  part, i t  is the attitude o f the 
miners’ convention in  regard to 
this larger question confronting 
the trade union movement today 
that w ill serve to sharpen enor
mously the present conflict in  the 
A. F. of L.

No doubt John L. Lewis has also 
emerged considerably strengthened 
in  the union leadership since this 
convention. In  its  most extreme 
form  this was indicated by lauda
tory and uncritical statements such 
as those made by delegates from  
Logan County, West V irg in ia  who 
compared Lewis to Moses, who 
'“has led us out of the land of 
Egypt”  But in  its  real essence 
the strengthening of the position 
of John L. Lewis can be motivated 
only by the readiness of the rank 
and file  coal miners fo r industria l 
unionism and to accept progressive 
ideas. They understand the issues 
involved in  this fight and they 
have proved that they are ready 
to make it.

In  the Grand Style
John L. Lewis, however, under

stands also how to make the best 
use o f his strengthened position. 
We need mention only the incident 
o f the contemplated boost in  sal
aries fo r the leading officials, which 
by the way, became a mere inci 
dent only after Lewis had had the 
opportunity to gauge the real sen
timent of the delegates present.

The committee on officers report 
brought in a proposition to increase 
the officers’ salaries by 100 percent, 
which would elevate the remuner
ation fo r Lewis from a “ pa ltry” 
$12,000 yearly to $25,000. The re
sentment to th is proposal was well 
expressed by an Indiana delegate, 
J. W. Norris, who said: “ We have 
miners that are going barefoot. 
Isn’t the present salary plenty to 
sustain any one in a standard of

WPA Official 
Found Guilty
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prove that W alker was permitted to 
lie  on the ground helpless in freez
ing weather fo r a period o f six or 
more hours w ith the project offi
cials refusing to give him any as
sistance. The acting prosecutor 
then proceeded to read a number 
of notarized affidavits, the sworn 
statements of W alker’s widow and 
orphan daughter, workers on the 
job and other witnesses. The c li
max of th is startling but conclusive 
evidence was the presentation of a 
w ritten and signed statement by 
Dr. P h illip  M. Johnson, a physician 
of long standing in the community 
who attended Walker before he 
died. The statement was as fo l
lows:

“ This is to say that I was A l
onzo w a lke r’s fam ily physician fo r 
many months. I  took care of him 
in his last illness. Here are some 
of the things he said to me before 
he died: ‘I  was so opld I  fe ll to
the ground. I begged the foreman 
to send me home, but he walked 
away. I  lay on the ground un til 
about 4 :30 P.M.’ H is death was 
caused by extreme exposure to 
cold. (D r. Johnson’s emphasis.)”

Verdict Is  “ G uilty”
(Jerry A llard, acting judge, then 

called upon any representative of 
the W.P.A. adm inistration present 
in the audience to assume the role 
of defense attorney. Although the 
adm inistration had been publicly 
invited to present its  side o f the 
case at the tria l, no representative 
was in attendance. The judge then 
appointed Ted Selander, union ex
ecutive-secretary, to act as defense 
council. He preceded to give a ll 
the statements on the case given to 
union committees by the adminis
tration. The audience laughed de
risively throughout the presenta- 
ton of these statements a t the cold
blooded stupid ity of the lies and 
tw istings of the adm inistration, a l
though everyone agreed that Selan
der was honestly attempting the 
personally unpleasant task of a 
fa ir and conscientious defense. The 
audience, acting as ju ry , ended the 
hearing w ith a thunderous and 
unanimous verdict o f “ G u ilty !”

A llard, in  his address, spoke of 
the necessity of organization on the 
jobs, stated that he had learned a 
great deal about the form  and ac
tiv ities  of the W.P.A. union which 
he was going to attempt to have 
carried out in Illino is , and invited 
representatives of the union to an 
I.W.A. conference to be held short
ly. He ended his remarks w ith  an 
impassioned plea fo r unity among 
the unemployed organizations and 
called fo r the quick establishment 
of one big united unemployed and 
re lie f workers national organiza
tion.

Urges Unity of Unemployed
Speaking on the national unem

ployed situation, Arnold Johnson

decency and health.”  A turbulent 
debate followed w ith  a demand for 
a ro ll-ca ll vote. But the opposition 
was steam-rollered; both Pat Fa
gan, who was in  the chair a t the 
time, and la ter John L. Lewis ruled 
this demand out of order and de
clared the committee’s report, in 
cluding the projected salary boost, 
adopted. The follow ing day, how
ever, Lewis cleverly manipulated 
this question to his own advantage. 
W ith a grandiloquent gesture he 
declined to accept the salary in 
crease. The other officers hurried 
to follow  in  his footsteps.

Autonomy and Roosevelt
A turbulent debate ensued also 

on the autonomy question. In  th is 
is involved the righ t o f the d is tric t 
organizations to elect the ir own 
officers against the present prac
tice of the general officers in s titu t
ing what is called provisional gov
ernments, by appointment of offi
cials who are to work under the 
supervision of the general officers. 
On a ro ll-ca ll vote this practice 
was sustained more than two to 
one! Lewis won an easy victory, 
but surely not, in  this case, a vic
tory fo r progressive ideas.

S im ilarly Lewis carried the day 
w ith  ease lin ing  up the convention 
practically unanimously fo r sup
port of Roosevelt—to “go forward 
w ith  Roosevelt,”  fighting under his 
banner fo r re-election. Undoubted
ly  the ease of these victories must 
in a large measure be attributed to 
the all-overshadowing issue of the 
fight fo r industria l unionism in 
which the delegates by the ir deter
m ination to support the position 
taken by John L. Lewis and the 
Committee fo r Industria l Organiz
ation were easily swayed to swal
low a good deal more than would 
otherwise have been the case.

Clash with Craft Unions
On th is major issue none of them 

made any mistake. They were able 
to judge also from practical expe
rience. Last year, fo r example, a 
number of the higher, and particu
la rly  reactionary, cra ft union offi
cials attempted to have the Guffey 
coal b ill amended so that skilled 
mechanics, working in or around 
the mines, would be taken out of

against which the Stalinists have 
been spreading a whispering cam
paign o f the most slimy slander. 
They were tremendously Impressed 
by the size and methods o f the 
union and a number of them ex
pressed the sentiment to union o f
ficials during and a fte r the meeting 
th a t they were going back to the ir 
organization to  demand tha t unity 
negotiations be successfully carried 
through at a ll costs immediately.

Throughout the meeting, speak
ers stressed the necessity fo r state 
and nation-wide unified action on 
the part o f the W.P.A. workers and 
unemployed. This was the key-note 
of the entire proceedings. The 
union announced in  th is connection 
that i t  is calling a conference of 
unemployed and W.P.A. organiza
tions o f 24 Northwest Ohio coun
ties on February 23 in  Toledo to 
consolidate the unemployed and re
lie f workers’ forces in this large 
area.
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C. P. Union Reneges 
O n  O ffice W orkers

How the Stalinists work in  the 
trade unions, how they substitute 
the ir own factional interests fo r 
the general interests o f progressive 
m ilitan t trade unionism is brought 
out once more by the ir activities 
in  connection w ith  the lockout of 
eight office workers of the Margon 
Corporation. This company which 
produces doll and toy parts, has 
both an inside factory and an c f- 
flee. The workers in  the factory 
are m e m b e r s  of a S talin ist 
Metal Workers Union outside o f 
the A. F. o f L. The office workers 
were members1 o f the Office Work
ers Union, also a S talin ist organ
ization, but when th is union liq u i
dated they joined the B.S. A A.U. 
(Bookkeepers and Stenographers 
Union) which is  affiliated to the A. 
F. of L

The issue arose in  connection 
w ith  the discharge o f two mem
bers o f the office staff fo r the ir 
union activ ity. The rest o f the 
office employees immediately 
showed their so lidarity and de
manded the reinstatement o f the 
discharged workeite. .The bosses' 
refused to reinstate them and de
manded of the remaining office 
workers that they sign a- pledge 
agreeing to remain a t work should 
the factory workers strike when 
the ir agreement expired. This the 
office workers refused to do and 
were immediately locked out by the 
boss.

Discouraged Strike Action ’
In  view of the fact tha t last year 

the office workers had agreed 100 
percent to strike i f  and when the 
factory workers struck when the 
la tte r were negotiating the ir pres
ent agreement, the role o f the Stal
in is t Metal Workers’ Union in  this 
situation becomes doubly treacher
ous. Instead of receiving help from 
the metal workers’ union as they 
had expected, the locked-out work
ers were told that fo r them to 
strike a t present would embarrass 
the,factory workers since this was 
the slow season and because their 
agreement w ith  the Margon Corp. 
does not expire u n til July.

In  addition, the leaders of the 
Metal Workers Union sought In 
every way to put pressure on the 
Bookkeepers Union in  order to pre
vent them from calling a strike 
against the Margon Corp. They 
have even tried to discourage the 
locked out workers from picketing.

In  a conference between the Boo,

keepers Union and the ir organiza
tion  they went so fa r as to say 
that i f  the union would not call a 
strike, they would see to I t  that 
the Stalinists in  the Bookkeepers 
Union would “ vote righ t,”  meaning 
that they would throw the ir sup
port to the present leadership of 
the union.

Unfortunately for the Stalinists, 
the present leadership of the Book
keepers and Stenographers Union 
is not ready to bargain away the 
principles o f progressive unionism 
In return fo r votes. I t  Is not going 
to permit its  members to sign a 
“ yellow dog”  contract in  order to 
oblige the Stalinists. I t  insists 
that the locked out workers be re
instated. Its  policy Is a clear-cut 
m ilitan t one o f strike  action.
Membership Fights “Yellow Dog”
This policy o f strike was pre

sented by the Executive Board to 
a special membership meeting of 
the Bookkeepers and Stenographers 
Union attended by five hundred 
workers. A t this meeting the Stal
in ists were forced to retreat. Sharp 
criticism  was leveled against the 
leadership of the Metal Workers 
Union fo r Its attempts to prevent 
the strike  In order to fu rthe r the ir 
own narrow factional interests as 
opposed to  the general progressive 
policy o f waging a m ilitan t fight 
against the “ yellow dog”  contract. 
They did not dare a t th is meeting 
to  defend the leadership o f the 
Metal Workers Union. A ll they 
did was to whine that on the eve 
of a strike such an attack divided 
the ranks o f the workers. This 
argument was effectively ridiculed. 
Various speakers from  the floor 
pointed out that i t  was v ita l fo r 
the membership to know a ll the 
facts In  connection w ith  the Im
pending strike. When the motion 
to declare the strike  was put, i t  
was unanimously carried by the 
500 workers present.

The strike Is now on. A mass 
picket line has already been thrown 
around the plant. The Bookkeepers 
Union in  its  figh t is appealing fo r 
support from  the rest of the labor 
movement. The B.S. & A.U. fu r
ther calls upon the workers In the 
factory to participate in  this strug
gle and see to  i t  tha t no scabs are 
permitted to work. The strike must 
be won. The attempt on the part 
of th is corporation to  get Its  office 
employees to sign a “ Yellow Dog 
Contract”  shall be defeated!
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about the Mooney-Billings frame- 
up.

Charles1 Goff, in  19i6 a sergeant, 
now a captain o f police, is daily 
doing everything w ith in  his power 
to seal the frame-up forever by re
fabricating the necessary evidence 
to hold together the foul conspiracy 
against us.

These framers are tenaciously de
fending their foul conspiracy and 
are renewing w ith  a ll the vigor of 
their beings the rankest accusations 
against us to becloud the real is
sues. No depravity w ill be too low 
fo r them to stoop to In jus tify ing  
the dastardly deed that has robbed 
us of the best years of our lives.

James Brennan, assistant under 
F ickert and active prosecutor who 
railroaded innocent twenty-two- 
year-old Warren K. B illings to the 
penitentiary fo r life , last year in-, 
troduced into the California Legis
lature a resolution calling upon the 
Governor to-commute our sentences 
to time served, thus branding us 
forever as “ ex-convicts!’, “ time-ex
pired felons” , “ convicted murder
ers” . That cowardly, tricky man
euver wouid have ended forever any 
hope of redressing th is monstrous 
wrong in court.

I t  is only through the splendid 
support that you have given through 
these many years that we are s till 
alive and fighting fo r freedom and 
vindication. I t  is only through your 
generous, loyal, financial help that 
we have been able to continue ex
posing this frame-up to the world.

We need funds desperately to 
carry through the present move we 
are making. We must immediately 
prepare a complete transcript of 
the hearing proceedings of over f if 
teen thousand pages to enable my 
attorneys to prepare their b rie f fo r 
the United States Supreme Court. 
We are compelled to pay fo r that 
transcript, the California Supreme 
Court having refused to pay such 
expenses for us. I know you w ill 
do your utmost to strain a point at 
this time to give us desperately 
needed financial assistance. W ith 
your continued aid I  know we shall 
crown our struggle w ith  victory. 
W ithout your aid we are helplessly 
lost.

W ith profound proletarian appre
ciation of what you have done fo r 
me through these many desperate 
years, I  send you warmest fra te r
nal and m ilita n t trade unions greet
ings:

Very Sincerely,
TOM MOONEY 

31921
D irect a ll funds and communica

tions lo : Tom Mooney Molders’ De
fense Committee, Box 2475, San 
Francisco, Calif.
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mittee. The A. F. o f L. Committee 
For Industria l Organization in  
Washington, D. C., w ill be con
tacted, and at ■ a ll times the work 
of the industria l union movement 
in the packing house industry w ill 
be closely co-ordinated w ith  the 
national movement fo r industria l 
unionism.

The Committee For Industria l 
Unionism in the Packing House 
Industry does not pretend to  set 
itse lf up as a central body fo r the 
federation of packing house un
ions. The only requirement which 
i t  lays down fo r affilia tion Is a sin
cere desire fo r the building of In
dustrial unionism in the Industry. 
The principal role of the Commit
tee w ill be to carry on an educa
tional campaign to prove the need 
fo r industria l unionism and thus 
to bring organized pressure to 
force the American Federation of 
Labor to issue an unrestricted In
dustrial union charter fo r the pack
ing 'house Industry.

The date on which th is objective 
w ill be realized is governed by the 
developments in the national move
ment and by the intelligence and 
sincere effort which the packing 
house unions apply to th is work. 

.There w ill, however, be immediate 
gains fo r the local unions through 
the benefit of closer cooperation in  
the day by day struggle against 
the packing house employers.

The next conference of the Com
mittee For Industria l Organization 
In the Packing House Industry w ill 
be held in Austin, Minnesota, on 
Saturday, February 29, and Sun
day, March 1. Further information 
may be secured through Joseph 
Voorhees. Austin, Minnesota, and 
Lewis Clarke, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
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the jurisd iction o f the U.M.W.A. 
Needless to  say, the miners became 
thoroughly aroused by this attempt
ed raid.

This, however, is only one small 
example o f the conflict between 
cra ft unionism and industria l un
ionism that is now extending deep
er into the whole o f the movement 
in  every instance where actual un
ion advance is projected. The O il 
Workers Union, also represented 
on the Committee fo r Industria l Or
ganization, recently obtained an. 
election under the National Labor 
Relations Act in  a campaign 
against a company union. Here 
again t)he higher c ra ft union offi
cials stepped in  and attempted to 
have the National Labor Relations 
Board recognize the cra ft unions 
who claimed jurisdiction over the 
mechanics in  th is field instead of 
the OR Workers Union.

Radio Workers Bolt
I t  w ill be remembered th a t the 

A. F. of h .  Executive Council meet
ing, held in  M iami recently, re
jected the appeal of the radio 
workers’ federal unions fo r a na
tional charter based on the indus
tria l form  of organization. The 
radio workers have since decided 
to ignore the council’s decision and 
to proceed to organize industria lly 
regardless o f whether or not this 
means expulsion from the A. F. of 
h .

There are sim ilar indications 
that the automobile workers’ union 
w ill go ahead, defy the A. F. o f 
L. decision to segregate skilled 
mechanics and refuse to le t the 
cra ft union chiefs ra id  the indus
tr ia l jurisd iction which this union 
has already w ritten into its  consti
tution.

I t  is thus clear that great forces 
are already set into motidn in  the 
fight fo r industria l unionism. In  
increasing measure these forces 
w ill look toward the miners’ union 
for leadership. And if  the recently 
concluded convention is to be taken 
as an indication, the United Mine 
Workers is  becoming concious of 
its  new role. Fundamentally th is  
is the ligh t in which the results o f 
this convention must be viewed in 
order to  get a fu ll and complete 
understanding.

pointed out the permanency ot un
employment, how the federal gov
ernment uses unemployed re lie f as 
a vote-catching device, the useless
ness o f the projects1 and work un
der the present set-up. He empha
sized the necessity fo r the W.P.A. 
workers to work together w ith  a ll 
the other unemployed and the need 
fo r establishing complete coopera
tion between the trade unions and 
unemployed organizations.

The presence of A llard and John
son speaking together on the same 
platfrom, although spokesmen fo r 
two different national unemployed 
organizations, is regarded here as 
of the greatest significance fo r the 
establishment of unity between the 
National Unemployed League and 
the Workers Alliance of America 
w ith in  the very near future. Scores 
of local W.A.A. members attended 
the union meeting despite the fact 
that the union is affiliated w ith  the 
Lucas County Unemployed League

Mooney Calls 
For Support

Meat Packers 
Launch Drive
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Our Revolutionary Heritage:

The Corn Rebellion
■By Leighton Rigby;

I f  American workers generally 
are unaware tha t in  1917 three- 
quarters o f a m illion  men were pre
paring to march on Washington and 
wrest the reins from the “B ig Slick’’ 
and his war birds, i t  is  only fu rthe r 
proof that the domain of patriotism  
is a disenlightened realm indeed. 
Press files yield little  concerning 
the Corn Rebellion; inspired histo
ries make no mention of it ;  and 
even the venerable D r. Beard pass
es i t  w ithout a word. But the 
memory must not be lost in  the 
darkness o f the late war.

There are two reasons fo r the 
fa ilu re  of the movement: tim id  and 
Irresponsible leadership, and un
suitable circumstances fo r succesa 
The firs t cause, i f  recognized as a 
fact, needs no elaboration. The 
second is also understandable when 
we consider that capitalism  was 
firm ly  in  the saddle, by virtue of a 
w artim e “ boom,”  and was fu rthe r 
fo rtify in g  its  position by deep jabs 
w ith  the needle o f patriotism . Even 
though i t  fa iled to materialize, how
ever, the proposed march on Wash
ington gives us reason to  know that 
the D ra ft A ct of 1917 was not “ ac
cepted by the people o f every sec
tion.”

Opposition to War
Before the press, movies, song 

w riters and spell-binders could 
build up the maximum of war 
hysteria, there was much trouble 
throughout the land. I.W.W. organ
izers, unsound, perhaps, but ambi
tious, were busy on the West Coast 
and In the Bast. Thirteen hundred 
objectors were deported from  Bis- 
bee, Arizona, and herded in to  a 
stockade at taermanas, New Mexico. 
Forest fires and bombings were 
blamed on those who opposed the 
war, whether the blame was well 
placed or not. Lack o f organization 
alone prevented unrest and doubts 
from assuming real significance.

A fte r the exposed portions o f the 
country became i l l  w ith  war hyste
ria , there s till remained certain 
parts o f the U.S. where the disease 
was unknown. One of these in 
cluded several counties in  Okla
homa and parts of neighboring 
states. That section provided the 
locale fo r the.Corn Rebellion.

In  accounts I  have read of the 
reception o f the D ra ft Act in  Okla
homa, too much emphasis has been 
put upon the backwardness o f the 
people involved. This condition has 
been offered as the main excuse fo r 
the m obilization against war serv
ice. W ithout a doubt, the fact that 
newspapers were not generally read 
and movies were seldom seen did 
tend to  retard the growth o f the 
w ar s p irit among the tenant farm 
ers' o f Oklahoma. But how back
ward were they, really?

The Burden of Oppression
I t  must be remembered that these 

people were . oppressed by urban 
money lenders who often demanded 
—and got, i f  crops were sufficiently 
good—four or five  times the con
ventional rate o f interest. Also, 
there was little  good land a t the 
disposal o f poor tenant farmers. 
Good crops were rare on the scrub
by soil that was le ft a fter investors 
had taken the choice land. And 
there was an im portant result of 
this oppression: the poor farmers 
became daily more class conscious 
and were convinced that a capital

is t war concerned the ir fin a l in 
terests not a t a ll.

This class consciousness naturally 
turned the people toward the doc
trine  o f K a rl Marx. In  several of 
the counties affected, the Socialist 
vote in  1914 was over one-third of 
the to ta l cast. I  do not mean to 
in fer that this, in  itse lf, meant a 
definite revolutionary trend. I  
merely state that i f  being “ back
ward” ’ means lacking the quality of 
cheering the s p irit o f progress while 
being oppressed by that same pro
gress, these people were backward. 
I  prefer, however, to th ink those 
people backward who are oppressed 
and see no glimmer of hope fo r re
lie f.

The Working Class Union
Toward the middle of 1914, the 

Working - Class Union was organ
ized in  Arkansas'. The original 
purpose of this organization is not 
known to me, but as the entrance 
o f the U.S. into the W orld War 
came nearer, the W.C.U- began' to 
advocate overthrow of the capital
is t government in  Washington. 
Leadership was poor from the start, 
but by 1917 some 35,000 farmers in 
Oklahoma and surrounding states 
alone were able to embrace the 
broad pattern o f the Working Class 
Union.

The strategy to be used in con
nection w ith  the march on Wash
ington was briefly th is : on a given 
day, the local chapters would gather 
and march to a specified point 
where they would be joined by 
other groups of the d istrict. This 
army would set out fo r Washington. 
Along the way, the size of the army 
would be enlarged manyfold by the 
addition of new recruits and pre
viously readied groups. e.g., among 
the I.W.W. Barbecued cattle and 
roasted green corn would constitute 
the food supply.

I t  is true—the leaders, the fie ry 
orators were idealists, unsound In 
theory. And they were also tim id. 
Their smooth flow  of words had 
won many to the banner o f the 
W.C.U., but a fte r th is was done, 
they either demonstrated the ir utter 
incompetence to lead or ran away.

The Battle and Its Outcome
A fter several false starts, in 

August of 1917 the W.C.U. in  the 
Oklahoma d is tric t began to mobil
ize. No great numbers' came to one 
spot, but several small groups were 
formed. A t the behest of c iv il 
authorities several posses of less 
“ backward”  urban citizens were 
organized to bring the “ d ra ft dodg 
ers”  to the bar of “ justice.”  There 
were a few skirmishes, but w ithout 
good leadership, the case o f the 
tenant farmers was a hopeless one. 
Only at Holdenville, where two 
members o f a posse and one W.C.U. 
member were killed, were there 
serious casualties.

Several hundred members of the 
W.C.U. were made prisoners, and 
nearly a hundred were la ter sent
enced to prison, federal or state. 
Those who were set free received 
advice in  the m atter of patriotism  
from kindly and “ enlightened”  
judges.

The Corn Rebellion was put down 
I t  was bound fo r fa ilu re  from the 
firs t. But i t  stands as proof that 
class conscious American workers 
w ill not w illing ly  fig h t fb r the in 
terests that oppose them and beat 
them down.
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ing of the documents in  his sat
rapy, 3,646 people were expelled 
from  the party, 8 percent o f the 
entire organization. During the 
check-up, i t  appears, that “ we suc
ceeded in  uncovering not only iso
lated Individuals but entire coun
ter-revolutionary Trotskyist - Zino- 
vievist groups skulking in  the 
ranks of the party." Khatayevich 
does not supply the ir number. But 
he does cite other figures; “ 1,500 
White Guards, kulaks, members of 
Petlura, Makhno and other bands; 
300 sneak-thieves and spectators 
who wormed the ir way into the 
party w ith  forged documents.”  
(Pravda, December 26, 1935).
These two groups together com
prise 1,800. In  addition the ar
ticle  also refers obscurely to “ fo r
eign spies who penetrated into the 
party” ; but here the reference can 
only be to Individuals, not more 
than a score a t the most. Sub
tracting the above-mentioned cate
gories there remains to the share 
of Trotskyists and Zinovievlste, as 
well as oppositionists o f a ll types, 
not less than 1,600. Or Is Khatay- 
vich perhaps hiding some other 
categories of the expelled? Which 
ones? Why? But even I f  only a 
ha lf or a th ird  of the above num
ber fa lls  to the share o f the “ T ro t
skyists,”  even then we get a very 
imposing number (500 to 1,000). 
Naturally, this number is s till 
purely hypothetical In character.

The Blade Sea Region 
In  the same issue o f Pravda, In 

a small item we find that in  the 
Asov-Black Sea region, 4,324 people 
were expelled, 7 percent of the 
to ta l number checked. The check
up revealed that “ in  several c ity 
organizations there existed counter
revolutionary Trotskylst-Zinovlevist 
groups (the “ Krasny Aksai”  plant, 
the regional agricu ltura l depart
ment, the fru it and grape tru s t).”  
This b rie f item does not state what 
proportion of the expelled these 
groups composed, but i t  does admit 
that even after the check-up “ un
exposed enemies”  continue to crop 
up In the regional organizations. 
20% “Trotskyists” in West-Slberla 

In  the West-Siberian region, 
3,576 members o f the party were 
expelled (11 percent) and 1,935 
candidates (12.8 percent) Secre
tary Bikhe writes in Pravda; 
“ Among the expelled the largest 
number are kulaks and White 
Guards from Kolchaks armies— 
these constitute almost a third. 
Then eome the Trotskyists and Zin
ovievists . . (Dec. 23, 1935). Ac
cording to th is statement, the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists take the second 
place numerically. A ll the ex
pelled, w ith  the exception of the 
White Guards, fa ll Into not more 
than four categories. I f  the ex

pelled were divided equally among 
these categories, each would num
ber more than 900. Yet Eikhe 
himself states that the Trotskyists 
and Zinovievists comprise the larg
est group num erically next to  the 
White Guards. Therefore, there 
cannot be less than 1,000 expelled 
Bolshevik-Leninists in  the West- 
Siberian region alone, or approxi
mately 20 percent o f a ll those ex
pelled. Says Eikhe, “ From the 
to ta l number of Trotskyists and 
Zinovievists expelled from  the 
party about one half worked in  the 
educational institutions. . . . The 
Trotskyist-Zinovievist garbage ( !)  
took particu lar pains to pervade 
the Ideological sector, seeking to 
u tilize  it  fo r propaganda.”  * The 
reference here Is obviously to new 
party members, from  the student 
working class youth. We may con
cede that Siberia is an exception 
as regards the high percentage of 
Bolshevik-Leninists: the youth is 
being obviously subjected to the 
influence of the exiles (the same 
phenomenon, we might add, was to 
be observed under Czarlsm as well.)

Where Repression Is  Strongest
In  the Kharkov d is tric t out of 

50,000 members, more than 4,000 
were expelled; Secretary Zaitsev 
breaks down Into categories only 
2,356 cases o f expulsion, checked 
by the highest organs. Among 
these are: 907—kulaks and White 
Guards; 594—moral degenerates 
and breakers of discipline; 120— 
sneak-thieves and spectators; 42— 
bourgeois nationalists, and, finally, 
120 Trotskyists. This time we are 
given quite a definite figure, and, 
moreover, w ithout any mention of 
Zinovievists. I f  we take into con
sideration the fact that in  Khar
kov, the satrapy of S. Kossior, 
Petrovsky and Co., the physical ex
term ination o f the Opposition has 
been going on since 1923, w ith  a 
bestial ruthlessness so thorough 
that its  fame has spread through
out the entire Soviet Union, then 
even the modest number of 120, 
comprising more than 5 percent of 
the expelled (2,356) seems tru ly  
astounding.

I t  Is a ll too clear that the bu
reaucracy has not and cannot 
have the slightest motives fo r ex
aggerating the influence of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists. That is why 
we must look upon the figures that 
have seeped into the press as the 
minimum. Moreover, since 1924, 
the S talinist clique has preferred 
to expel oppositionists as “ moral 
degenerates”  and even as “ White 
Guards.”  There can be no doubt 
that precisely the most influential 
and active Bolshevik-Leninists were 
expelled under these very categor
ies: It is a ll the easier to make 
short sh rift o f them in the concen
tration camps or en route to exile.

20,000 Expelled
I f  we take the West-Slberia co

efficient, then we would arrive  at 
a number ’o f not less than 40,000 
expelled “Trotskyists”  and Zino
vievists fo r the entire Soviet Un
ion. We have already stated why 
this number must be considered as 
too large. But even I f  we take the 
deliberately minimized Kharkov 
percentage of the expelled “T ro t
skyists,”  i.e., over 5 percent, then, 
out of the- 200,000 expelled, we 
would get more than 10,000. If, 
finally, we take the average between 
the West-Siberian and Kharkov 
figures, then we get 20,000. In  a ll 
probability the la tte r number would 
be closer to the truth.

The enormous political signifi
cance o f the above data is clear 
enough to anyone. A question re
mains: Why does the bureaucracy, 
on the one hand, keep the to ta l 
secret, while on the other, i t  makes 
public partia l data which is suf
ficiently clear fo r general orienta
tion? The answer Is very simple: 
the bureaucracy crawls out o f its 
skin to  avoid giving publicity to 
the Bolshevik-Leninists, while at 
the same time i t  is compelled to 
broadcast a w arning; Beware! 
“They”  are many! “ They”  are 
growing! In  any case, there is no 
longer any ta lk  about “ remnant®”  
and “ handfuls s till to be crushed.”  

New Purge in Preparation
The Bolshevik-Leninists were and 

remain the most irreconcilable en- 
emiesi of the bureaucracy which 
seeks to perpetuate Its position as 
a ru ling  caste. Small wonder that 
the S talin ist clique assigns the 
firs t place in Its amalgam lists to 
the “Trotkyists.”  They have 
earned th is honor by their entire 
struggle. The very nature of the 
most recent purge testifies in the 
best and clearest possible way to 
the growth of their influence. The 
bureaucracy can no longer make 
dhort sh rift o f its  enemies by 
means' of the terrorized party, or 
even publicity before it. The pub
lic  purge has been replaced by a 
star-chamber, i.e,, It is transfered 
entirely into the hands o f the G. 
P.U. Of course, the expelled, too, 
are placed in the same hands—for 
physical extermination. This me
thod is so well adapted to the in 
interests of the bureaucracy that 
Stalin has immediately projected a 
new cleansing: from  February 1 
to May 1 of the current year. Old 
party cards (these, it  appears, have 
become “ tattered” ) must be ex
changed fo r new ones, and the in 
structions of the C.E.C. contain a 
rig id  proviso that during the re
placement of party cards, the se
cretaries, i.e., the organs of the 
G.P.U. must once again check the 
entire party personnel'  and Issue 
new cards only to those who have

earned “ confidence.”  Perhaps sixthrough our Russian Bulle tin . Thus 
months la ter we shall learn how 
many new Bolshevik-Leninists w ill 
thereby be promoted from  the party 
to the concentration camps.

The Power of Our Program
The above cited data may per

haps appear u tte rly  unexpected to 
many. We have purposely done a ll 
our computation before the read
er’s eyes so as to exclude the pos
s ib ility  of any suspicions of sub
jectivism  or bias on our part. The 
whole g ist o f the m atter lies In the 
fact th a t under the Influence o f the 
S talinist press and Its agents (like  
Louis Fisher and sim ilar gentle
men) not only our enemies but also 
many of our friends In the West 
have imperceptibly become accus
tomed to t te  Idea that I f  any Bol
shevik-Leninists s till exist .In  the 
U.S.S.R., then they are almost a ll 
in  hard labor camps. No! That 
is not the case at a ll! The Marx
is t program and the great revolu
tionary trad ition cannot be rooted 
out by means of police measures.
To be sure, In the U.S.S.R. the Bol
sheviks find  I t  harder to work to
day than In any other country In 
the world (of greatest Interest In 
this respect is  the fresh testimony 
of the Jugoslav comrade C illga).
Nevertheless, the functioning of the 
revolutionary mind Is not suspended 
fo r a single day. I f  not as a doc
trine, then as a mood, as a trad i
tion, as a banner, our tendency has 
a mass character in the U.S.S.R. 
and today It  Is obviously drawing to 
itse lf new and fresh forces. Among 
the 10 to 20 thousand "Trotskyists” 
expelled during the last months of 
1935, the representatives of the old
er generation, the participants in 
the movement of the years 1923- 
1928, comprise tens, perhaps hund
reds, but not more. The basic mass 
—a ll are the new recruits. More
over we must not forget that the 
above data applies only to the 
party. But there also exists the 
Y.C.L, w ith its  many-millioned 
youth! I t  is precisely In their midst 
that unrest assumes a particularly 
aggravated character. I t  is frig h t
fu lly  d iffic u lt fo r young revolution
is t to learn Leninism in the U.S.
S.R. But w ithout any doubt their 
level is incomparably higher than 
the level of the S talinist “ party” .
The great tradition lives on. In  
secret places lies hidden the old 
oppositionist literature. On the 
shelves stand the books of Marx,
Engels and Lenin (they dare not 
proscribe them as yet.) The Soviet 
papers are compelled to publish 
news of events In the entire world.
The international literature, under 
the banner of the Fourth Interna
tional, is already a very rich one 
today. Our ideas and slogans pen
etrate into the Soviet Union th r
ough a thousand channels—in  part,

By LEON TROTSKY
The Spanish organization of the 

“ Left Communists,” which was a l
ways a muddled organization, merg
ed., after countless' vacillations to 
the righ t and to the left, w ith the 
Catalan Federation of Maurin into 
a party of “ M arxist (?) U nity” , on 
a centrist program. Some of our 
own periodicals, misled by this 
name, have w ritten about this 
party as though i t  was drawing 
close to the Fourth International. 
There is nothing more dangerous 
than t» exaggerate one’s own forc
es w ith  the aid of . . .  a credulous 
imagination. Reality w ill not he 
restrained thereby from  bringing 
cruel d isillusion!

The newspapers report that In 
Spain a ll the “ Left” parties, both 
bourgeois and working class, have 
made an electoral bloc on the 
basis of a common program, which, 
in  the nature of things, differs in 
no way from  the program of the 
Frerich “ People’s Front”  and a ll 
other fake programs of the same 
type. Here we find “ reform of the 
tribuna l o f constitutional guaran
tees”  as w ell as rig id  support of 
the “ principle o f authority”  ( !)  
as well as the “ freeing o f justice 
from a ll Influences of a political 
and economic order”  (the freeing 
of capitalist justice from  the in 
fluence o f capita l-) And more of 
the same. The program has In It 
the rejection of the nationalization 
of land by the bourgeois republi
can members o f ’ the bloc but “ in 
return,”  along w ith  the customary 
cheap promises In favor of the 
peasantry (credits, higher prices 
fo r agricultural products, etc.), the 
program declares fo r the “ recovery 
( ! )  of industry”  and protection 
for small industry and petty mer
chants. Then follows the Inevit
able “control over banks,”  which, 
since the bourgeois republicans, ac
cording to the text of the program, 
reject workers’ control, involves 
the control over banks . . .  by the 
bankers themselves, through the 
medium of their parliamentary 
agents, like  Azana and sim ilar 
gentlemen. F inally, the foreign 
policy o f Spain w ill be la id  down

in accordance w ith the “ principles 
nnd methods of the League of Na
tions.”  Is  there anything le ft out?

Signatories to this Infamous 
document are the representatives 
of two Left bourgeois parties, the 
Socialist party, the Socialist Fed
eration of Labor, the Communist 
party (why, of course!), tjhe So
cialist Youth (too bad!), “ Syndi
calist party”  (Pestana) and finally 
the “ Labor Party of M arxist Uni
ty ” (Juan Andrade).

Most of these parties stood at 
the head of the Spanish revolution 
during the years of its upsurge 
and they did everything in their 
power to betray it  and tirample it  
underfoot. The new feature lies 
in the signature of the party of 
Maurin-Nin-Andrade. The former 
Spanish “ Left Communists” have 
turned into a mere ta il of the 
“ le ft”  bourgeoisie. I t  Is hard to 
conceive a more ignominious down
fa ll!

Political Betrayal
A few months ago there was 

published, in Madrid, Juan Andra
de's book, ‘ The- Reformist Bureau
cracy and the Labor Movement,”  
in which along w ith quotations 
from Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
other authors, an analysis is made 
of the causes underlying the de
generation of labor bureaucrats. 
Juan Andrade forwarded his book 
to me twice, each time w ith  glow
ing dedications, in which he calls 
me his “ leader and teacher.”  This 
fact, which under different condi
tions would have only made me 
happy,- compels me at present to 
announce a ll the more decisively 
In public that I  never taught any
body political betrayal. And An- 
drnde’si conduct is nothing else but 
betraya of the proletariat for the 
sake of an alliance with the bour
geoisie.

In  this connection, it  is in place 
to recall that the Spanish “ Left 
Communists,”  as their very name 
indicates, posed on every appropri
ate occasion, as Irreconcilable rev
olutionists. In particular, they 
thunderously condemned the French 
Bolshevik-Leninists fo r entering

the Socialist party. Never! Under 
no conditions! - To enter temporar
ily  into a mass political organiza
tion in order to carry on an irre 
concilable struggle in its ranks 
against the reform ist leaders fo r 
the banner of the proletarian rev
olution—that is opportunism; but 
to conclude a political alliance w ith 
the leaders of a reform ist party on 
the basis of a deliberately dishon
est program serving to dupe the 
masses and cover up the bourgeoi
sie—that is va lour! Can there be 
any greater debasement and pros
titu tion  of Marxism?

I.L.P . and Spain
The “ Party of M arxist U nity”  is 

a member of the celebrated Lon
don Bureau of “Revolutionary So
cialist Parties” (the former I.A.G.) 
The leadership of this Bureau is 
now in the hands of Fenner Brock- 
way, secretary of the Independent 
Labor Party. We have already 
w ritten that, despite the antiquat
ed and apparently incurable pacifist 
prejudices of Maxton and others, 
the I.L.P. has taken an honest rev
olutionary position on the question 
of the League of Nations and its  
sanctions. Each of us has read 
w ith pleasure a number of excel
lent articles in the New Leader. 
During the last parliamentary el
ections the Independent Labour 
Party refused to give even electoral 
support to the Laborites, precisely 
because the la tter supported the 
League of Nations. In  itse lf this 
refusal was a tactical error. 
Wherever the I.L.P. was unable to 
run its own candidates, i t  should 
have supported a Laborite against 
a Tory. But th is is incidental. In  
any case, even ta lk  was excluded 
of any “common programs” ■ w ith 
the Laborites. Internationalists 
would have combined support in 
elections w ith an exposure of the 
crawling of the B ritish  social-patri
ots before the League of Nations 
and its “ sanctions.”

We take the liberty to put a 
question to Fenner Brockway: just 
what is the purport of the “ In 
ternational”  of which he is the 
secretary? The B ritish  section of

this “ International” rejects the 
mere electoral support of labor 
candidates; i f  they support the 
League of Nations. The Spanish 
section concludes a bloc w ith bour
geois parties on a common program 
of supporting the League of Na
tions. Is not this the extreme in 
the domain of contradictions, con
fusion nnd bankruptcy? There is 
no war as yet, but the sections of 
the London “ International” are al
ready pulling in just the opposite 
directions. What w ill happen to 
them when the ominous events 
break ?

"Unity”—with Whom?
But let us return to the Spanish 

party of “ M arxist U nity.”  IIow  
ironical is the name “ M arxist Un
ity ”  . . . w ith the bourgeoisie. The 
Spanish “ le f t  Communists” (An
dres Nin, Juan Andrade and 
others') have more than once tried 
to parry our criticism  of their col
laborationist policies by citing our 
lack of understanding of the “ spe
cial conditions” in Spain. This is 
the customary argument put to use 
by a ll opportunists'—for the first 
duty of a genuine proletarian rev
olutionist lies in translating the 
special conditions of his country 
into the international language of 
Marxism, which is accessible even 
beyond the confines of one’s own 
country*. But today there Is no 
need of these theoretical argu
ments. The Spanish bloc of the 
tops of the working class w ith the 
le ft bourgeoisie does not Include in 
i t  anything “ national,”  fo r It does 
not d iffe r in  the least from  the 
“ People’s Front”  in France, Czecho
slovakia, Brazil or China. The 
“ Party of M arxist U nity”  is mere
ly  slavishly conducting the same 
policy that the Seventh Congress 
of the Comintern foisted upon a ll 
its  sections, absolutely independent
ly  o f the ir “ national peculiarities.” 
The real difference in the Spanish 
policy this time lies only in the fact 
that a section of the London In -

ternationnl has also adhered offi
c ia lly  to the bloc w ith the bour
geoisie. So much the worse fo r it. 
As fa r as we are concerned we 
prefer clarity. In  Spain, genuine 
revolutionists w ill no doubt bo 
found who w ill mercilessly expose 
the betrayal of Maurin, Nin, An
drade and Co., and lay the founda
tion fo r the Spanish section of the 
Fourth In ternationa l!
January 22, 1936

•In  search for justifications for 
their policy Maurin-Nlu refer to 
the Spanish electoral law which 
makes it  extremely d ifficu lt fo r a 
young party to run its own candi
dates. (See the resolution of the 
C.E.C. "B atalla,” - No. 234.) But 
this argument is worthless. Elec
toral technique cannot ju s tify  per
fidious policy, in the shaps of a 
common program w ith the bour-- 
geoisie.
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BENEFIT FUND OF THE U.S.

1884-1935
Organized, managed by and for 

■workers w ith  only one purpose: 
to render protection to metnliers 
and the ir families, and to sup
port a ll endeavors and struggles 
for the Improvement of toilers.

About 50,000 members organ 
ized in 350 branches. Reserves 
18,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to $900—-to 
men and women, according to 
elasaes.

Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $2.10.

For fu rthe r information apply 
to  Main Office:
714 Seneca A m , Brooklyn, N. Y

PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D- 
DANIEL LUTTINGER, MJ>. 
5 Washington Square North

1 -2  and 6 -8  Except Sundays 
and Holidays.

the precious primacy or revolution 
ary thought is being made secure 

Under the lash o f the bureauc 
racy, and not w ithout direct pro 
vocation on the part o f the Yagodae 
Medveds and others, isolated ele 
ments of the youth take to the pat] 
o f individual terror, i.e., to the pat] 
o f despair and hopelessness. Th< 
Bonapartists avidly seize upon ter 
ro ris tic  acts in order to ju s tif; 
their bloody repressions of the Op 
position: th is method is as hoar; 
as the ancient sordidness of p riv i 
leged despots. But the main sectloi 
of the revolutionary youth does no 
tear loose from  its  class to taki 
to the road of ind ividualistic ad 
ventures. The program of thi 
Fourth International even thougl 
i t  does not promise instantaneoui 
miracles does point tut? w ij  w i»»* 
and unconditionally certain wa3 

out. The growth o f the Fourtl 
International on the world arens 
strengthens and inspires our friend: 
and followers in the U.S.S.R. W< 
can state w ith certainty that de 
spite the thirteen years o f hounding 
calumny, and pogroms, unsurpassed 
either in  vileness or cruelty, deepiti 
capitulations and betrayals, mor< 
dangerous than the persecutions 
even today the Fourth Internationa 
already has its strongest, numeric 
ally largest, and. most tempera* 
section in  the U.S.S.R.

The Treachery o f the Spanish 
“ Labor Party o f Marxist U nity”

No, we have not the slightest 
ground fo r fa lling  into apathy. 
Progress is neither smooth nor 
straight. The struggle of the op
pressed demands great sacrifices. 
But the fu ture is ours. The latest 
bureaucratic purge In the TJ.S.S.R. 
is  proof, even to the blind: the 
future is ours!

L. Trotsky
Jan. 11, 1936.

•  •  *
P.S. Insistent mention of “spies 

of foreign agencies’’ expelled from 
the party during the purge deserves 
particular attention. Such cases 
are o f course entirely possible. But 
they, by their very nature, can only 
be rare exceptions. An ordinary 
secret circu lar le tter would have 
sufficed to take care of forwarding 
the Information. But why do the 
newspapers keep harping about 
spies? The Stalinist press could 
never have presumed to be so bold 
w ithout special instructions from 
above. But what is the purpose of 
the issued order? I t  can be correct
ly divined. During the years of 
S talinist autocratic rule in  the U. 
S.S.R. not a few foreign Commun- 
ists-Oppositionists ' have been shot. 
A fa r greater number is languish
ing in solitary confinement, con- 
uentration camps and exile. Ever 
more news about this is penetrating 
abroad. Of exceptional value are 
the reports of A. Cillga who recent
ly tore free from the Stalinist 
shalns. The bureaucracy must in 
some way parry these revelations, 
t>y arming its  foreign lackeys w ith 
i t  least some semblance of an ex
planation. There would be nothing 
astonishing were the agents of the 
Comintern to proclaim a ll the fo
reign communists shot and arrested 
In the U.S.S.R. as “ spies of foreign 
agencies” . These villanies, how- 
jver, w ill not pass scot-free.. The 
working masses w ill hear the truth, 
rhe organizations of the Fourth 
international w ill be at the ir posts.

L. T.
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« M y  Escape from Stalin's Prison» By A .T a ro v
Record of a Worker Bolshevik

A lew words about myself. I  was 
bom In 1895. My father was a ma
son, my mother, a house-keeper. I  
went to work at the age of 14, firs t 
as a locksmith, and then as a press
man.

Joined the Communist Party in  
1917. Served on a ll fronts during 
the c iv il war in  Trans-Caucasia: 
firs t as a rank and file  soldier in  
the Bed Army, then studied m ili
ta ry science in the tra in ing school. 
Became a commander and worked 
in the army as organizer and lead
er of communist detachments.

Since 1921, in accordance w ith  
the decision of the party, I  did par
ty work as instructor and organiz
er, under tjhe C.E.C. of the Trans- 
Caucasian C.P. I always worked 
among the rank and file of the par
ty.

In  1923 I  was ordered by the par
ty  to  take courses in the Com
munist University. I  attended the 
university three years, was kicked 
out fo r an Oppositionist speech, 
and sent back. But I  s till contin
ued to  work in the party, firs t as 
the agitprop o f the d is tric t, then as 
secretary; later I  held a responsi
ble post in  the central apparatus.

During the discussion of 1927, 
the bureaucratic upper-crust could 
no longer tolerate seeing me in  the 
Central Committee and I  was pack
ed off into the trade union field. 
Here I served as chairman o f the 
workers’ committee of railroad con
struction crews. In  1927 I was ex
pelled from  the party fo r carrying 
on oppositionist activity, and later 
removed from my post.

Arrest, Exile and Prison
On September 24, 1928, I  was ar

rested as a Bolshevik-Leninist. 
That same n ight many comrades of 
the Opposition were also placed un
der arrest. Inasmuch as on the next 
day the relatives and friends of the 
incarcerated Oppositionists massed 
by the hundreds a t the doors o f the 
local G.P.U., the bureaucracy was 
compelled, that very day, to free 
three quarters of the arrested Op
positionists, holding only 31 .people, 
myself among them.

We remained one and a half 
months in the G.P.U. cells. To
wards the end of December we 
were exiled to Kazakstan— (K iz il- 
O rdoot. Once there, we were dis
persed in the towns of Kazakstan: 
I was sent to Akm olinsk; comrade 
Dandnrov to Adbasar; comrades 
Fanosi and Gar.vakin to Semipala- 
tin.sk: comrade Seta Nazaryani to 
Petropaviov.sk : comrade Danilev to 
Chemkent. (In  T iflis , seven more 
Georgian comrades joined us: com
rades Kakaya Meleize, Kliukhuya, 
the names of the ottiers I do not re
ca ll).

In  Akmolinsk I found L. Gins- 
burg. S. Andredchin, D. Arshavsky, 
A Snoska.rev. Arto Xuridjann and 
two other comrades from Leningrad 
whose names I cannot recall. From 
Osseti there came to join us com
rades Zhantnev, Khugayev. Zaloyev 
and Xenia D jikayev; from Baku 
came comrade Gasanov; f r o m  
Georgia, comrades Shevashev, K iv- 
raya, Goguadze and Tsintsadze; 
from Odessa, comrade Shura Kret- 
yvski.

Capitulators Returned to Prison
In  1930 many capitulated, and 

there remained only 11 of us in Ak- 
molinsk. But the capitulators are 
now sitting in ja il for having car
ried on Oppositionist activity. For 
example, at present in  the Ver-

khni-Uralsk solitary are incarcer
ated former capitulators, L. Gins- 
burg, Popov, Pavlov and others— 
25 in  a ll. They are kept apart. 
The prisoners’ commune in the sol
ita ry  refused to accept them as 
members because they are fo r the 
“ General Line” , and only against 
the existing internal regime.

On January 22, 1931, the anni
versary of Lenin’s death, the en
tire  Akmolinsk colony o f the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists was arrested at 
night. Among those arrested were 
the follow ing comrades: Snoskar-
ev, Zhantnev, Khugayev, Xenia 
Djikayev, Zalayev, Goguadze, Kier- 
a.va, Tsintsadze, Gasinov ,Zinov and 
his w ife (K irn ) and myself. (On 
the night of their arrest, Zinov and 
his wife, K ira capitulated).

On the next, day we were trans
ported from Akmolinsk to the Pet- 
ropavlovsk prison. In  Petropav- 
lovsk we were placed in infected 
cells. Together w ith us were also 
incarcerated four comrades, local 
worker-communists because they 
were members of the Opposition. I 
remember only one name, that of 
comrade Chekanov. Two of them 
were exiled, one to Arkhangelsk, 
the other to Western Siberia; the 
other two were sentenced together 
w ith u»s to three years in  prison.

Infected Cells
In the Petropavlovsk prison, in 

the infected cells a ll the comrades 
w ith three exceptions (comrades 
Khugayev, Djikayev, and myself) 
contracted spotted typhus, one after 
another. They were transferred to 
the city hospital. Fortunately there 
were no mortalities. The moment 
they passed their crisis, the con
valescents were shipped to the 
prison infirm ary. On the seventh

month a fter our arrest we were 
transferred to the Verkhni-Uralsk 
solitary.

Just at that time, in the la tter 
prison, the incarcerated Bolshevik- 
Leninists, to the number of 450, 
called a general hunger strike in 
protest against the prison regime 
and the arb itra ry treatment o f the 
Bolshevik Leninists by the adminis
tration.

lee Water
P rior to this firs t general hunger 

strike, as fa r back as 1930, the pris
on administration, w ith warden 
Bizukov a t the head, used to issue 
orders to spray the Boishevik-Len- 
inists w ith Ice water (this, in w in
ter, in Siberia!)

The order was executed. During 
the hubbub, while our comrades at
tempted to plug up the vents in or
der to keep the water from  their 
cells, tthe agents o f the G.P.U. aim
ed the hose directly into the eyes 
of the comrades, as a result of this 
comrade Pogasyan lost his eye
sight.

And in A pril, 1931, a guard fired 
his rifle  through the bars of a cell

window, wounding comrade Bssay- 
an in  the' chest. During the days 
set fo r the celebration o f revolu
tionary holidays we had sharp 
clashes w ith  the prison administra
tion. On such days we were either 
forbidden to take our dally walk 
or were beaten up fo r singing the 
Internationale.

Hunger Strike
The adm inistration began to act 

a little  less barbarously only after 
the general 18 day hunger strike of 
450 Bolshevik-Leninists in the Ver
khni-Uralsk solitary. But toward 
the end o f 1931, on the occasion of 
Stalin’s rabid attack on Bosa Lux
emburg ( I forget whether i t  was 
on November 20 or 21) we were 
subjected to a general search at 
night. The G.P.U. agents rushed 
into the cells a t night and searched 
every nook and cranny. In  the 
dark a desperate brawl ensued be
tween the imprisoned Bolshevik- 
Leninists and the administration. 
Bizukov the warden of the prison 
received a substantial wallop on 
the jaw. Many of us were tied 
hand and foot and dragged from 
the cells.

The Honor Roll
I  lis t below the imprisoned Op

positionists in the Verkhni-Uralsk 
solitary whose names I  am able to 
reca ll:

(1) Dingelstedt; 2) E lz in : 3) 
Solntsev; 4 )K lukov; 5) Gorodet- 
sk i; 6 )Kostya Khugayev; 7) Misha 
Khugnyeb: 8) Bazazyan; 9) Bed- 
azubov; 10) Aaron Papelmeister; 
11) Moses Papelmeister; 12) Misha 
Papelmeister; 13) K. Popov; 14) 
Popova; 15) Bosa Smirnov; 16) 
Rosa Rozova; 17) Lena D anilovich; 
18) Babayan; 19) Tsintsadze; 20) 
Socrates Gevorkyan; 21) Tsint
sadze, Jr.; 22) Solovyan: 23)
Khanbndakov; 24) Garnilov; 25) 
Meladze; 26) Minasyan; 27) M ir- 
itadze; 28) Pavlov: 29) Ziloyev; 
30) Fedorehenkb; 31) Zhantnev; 
32) Khugayev. 3rd; 33) Kapytov; 
34) Kassel; 35) ,T. D rapkin ; 36) 
Gerdovsky; 37) Stopalov; 38)
Gazaryan; 39) Pogosyan (now 
blind, but s till in  prison) ; 40) Dav- 
idov; 41) Davtyan; 42) D im itriev; 
43) S telinsky; 44) Demchenko; 45) 
Saakyan; 46) Essayan; 47) Sas- 
oon; 48) Avryan; 49) Yakovlev; 
50) Volodya Smirnov; 51) Valen
tin  Smirnov; 52) Avetisa; 53) 
Golubchik; 54) Zankov; 55) Sasa- 
rov; 56) Peter (a cossack); 57) 
S p ita ln ik ; 58) Pestel.

Then there were three comrades

from Czechoslovakia whose names 
unfortunately I have forgotten. 
One of them was a former member 
of the B.C.C.I., a fervent partisan 
of building the Fourth Interna
tional ( I t  is too bad that I forgot 
the name of this comrade).

(E d itor’s note: Comrade Tarov’s 
memory failed him in this case. 
Because of the s im ilarity in the 
names between the two countries, 
he confused Jugoslavia w ith Czech
oslovakia. He is here referring to 
Jugoslav comrades Ciliga, Dedich 
and Draguich. Ciliga was not a 
member of the E.C.C.I. but working 
under the E.C.C.I. in  the Balkan 
federation. See the NEW M IL I
TANT, Jan. 25th and Feb. 8th.)

'There were many, many other 
comrades whose names, too, I am 
unable to recall.

A t the present' time I  am aware 
of the follow ing colonies o f exiles : 
1, large one in  Akmolinsk, where 
comrade Musya Joffe (the w ife of 
the noted Soviet diplomat, A. A. 
Joffe who committed suicide—Ed.) 
is ; one in Frunze (comrades Zlian 
tnev, Kolya Tsintsadze and oth
ers) ; in Uralsk—comrade Jenny 
and her husband ( I forgot tlie ir last 
name). Comrade Jenny gave b irth  
to a son in May, 1933, in Rio Ver
khni-Uralsk solitary.

Across the Border
■ .. . One fine day I changed my ja il.”  S itting a t the car window 

clothes, rode to the railroad sta- I gazed at the agents of the ra il- 
tion, boarded a tra in  and bade ways (G.P.U. who always line the 
“ farewell to the G.P.U. o f Andi- platform  when the trains are about

to leave. They stand w ith  very 
solemn faces' as i f  on parade).

As soon as the tra in  pulled away 
from the station I  tore to pieces 
the document issued to me by the 
G.P.U. From that moment, I  ceased 
to be an exile.

I  arrived a t Ashkabad. My o ri
ginal intention was to cross the 
fron tier over the Ashkabad mount
ains. But i t  proved unfeasible. 
Gangs of bandits were infesting the 
hills. I  was advised not to try  it. 
So I kept on riding. And when it  
was no longer possible to go by 
train, I  walked on foot. A fter many 
years of close confinement, the 
miraculous beauty o f the scene took 
my breath away, but I  had to keep 
going...

The Local Population
The shore of the river is my 

road. I t  leads to the village h ill
tops. A fter 25 versts, I  come to 
Mussulman villages. . The inhabit
ants are poor but they have the 
faces of freemen. They are badly 
dressed, but vigorous and merry 
people. They consider the Soviet 
power to be the ir own, but, in  their 
opinion, somebody keeps hindering 
them, the toilers, from  getting the 
boons of the Soviet system. They 
blame the spoilers and thieves who 
pillage the Soviet wealth and pre
vent the toilers from building 
Socialism quickly.. They spoke 
freely about everything.

One woman said: “ How can our 
leaders fa il to understand th is ! 
Now, fo r instance, they proposed to 
us that we plant this year twice as 
much in these h ills  as we did h ith 
erto in peace time. And in order 
to fu lf ill the plan, we began to t ill 
both our pasturelands and meadows. 
And now look, you see the result 
before your own eyes. Our h ills  
have become bare, so skinny the 
bones alone remain. In the old 
days we used to grow little  but we 
got a good deal, we fertilized the 
land and got good crops. To us, 
mountain people, pasture-lands are 
important. Our village used to have 
1,500 cows, and 12,000 sheep. And 
now, only 80 cows and 350 sheep. 
How can we live well? And what 
can we grow in these h ills  except. 
lentils? Is i t  possible that these 
wise people do not understand this?”

The Villagers’ Opinion
“ How can they?” , broke in an

other woman very indignantly. 
“ These people w ith lily-w hite  hands 
th ink that if  we plant lentils we’ll 
get cream butter. I f  they did not 
butt in, our kolkhoz would have 
five times more than it  has now 
and the State would get five times 
as much as it  got hitherto. The 
kolkhoz is a good thing, particularly 
for us poor people, but the State 
says—everything belongs to me, a. 
piece of bread is enough fo r you.”

U. S. IM PERIALISM  AT WORK
Roosevelt Carves A Latin American Empire

By JOHN WEST
Certain recent developments in 

the foreign policy of the Roosevelt 
Adm inistration have been receiving 
less than the attention they de
serve. I  refer specifically to a new 
stage openly announced by Roose
velt in his Annual Message to Con
gress. In that address, Roosevelt 
lavished a considerable oratorical 
effort in painting contrasting pic
tures of dark, war-laden, tyranny- 
ridden Euroi>e, on the one hand, 
and the enlightened, happy and 
peace-enshrined Americas on the 
other.

The possible inaccuracy of the 
picture is not important. No doubt, 
to an im perialist spokesman, such 
m inor disturbances ns the Chaco 
War (the peace treaty has not yet 
been signed), revolutions in Cuba, 
violent strikes, insurrections and 
d ictatoria l coups in Venezuela, 
Brazil, Chile, etc., are entirely 
compatible w ith peace as imperial
ism understands peace. But Roose
velt was of course speaking fo r 
more than the sake of rhetorical 
effect.
An “ American League of Nations” ?

The remarks in the Annual Mes
sage are being rapidly followed up. 
Feelers have gone out, looking to
ward a general conference o f the 
Pan-American nations. The Ad
m inistration publicity has been 
vague and inconclusive in stating 
the purpose of this conference. One 
report has i t  that an “American 
League of Nations”  w ill be pro
posed. Another states merely that 
it  w ill attempt to coordinate the 
various treaties between the Amer
ican nations in order to provide 
fo r a general treaty system guar
anteeing peace on these two con
tinents. A th ird  suggests a revi
sion of the Monroe Doctrine from  
its  present status as a “ unilateral” 
policy o f the U. S. alone to a 
“ m ultila teral”  declaration of policy 
on the part of a ll the American na
tions.

The particular character and 
possible results of this proposed 
conference- are not decisive. What 
must be understood is  that Amer
ican imperialism at this time sees 
it  fit and proper to restate publicly 
to the world its  trad itional conten
tion that the exploitation o f the

wai'-makers, who know that they 
can enlist the masses in  support 
only o f such high-sounding and 
idealistic purposes as the defense 
of democracy, freedom, the rights 
of the weak. And such a view is 
as false and treacherous as a ll the 
other phases of the betrayers.

Colonies of U. S. Imperialism
We must not be deceived by 

forms. A colony is not a colony, 
in the basic economic meaning, 
merely because it  is called so. Many 
names are used: dominion, man
date, “ free state,”  sphere o f in flu 
ence, “ union,” even kingdom and 
empire, are all, fo r example, names 
which England employs. A colony 
means in the economic sense a 
te rrito ry  relatively undeveloped in 
dustrially which is under the eco
nomic domination of some powerful 
nation, which is exploited prim ari
ly  by the bourgeoisie of that na
tion. Such economic domination 
carries w ith it  inevitably a greater 
or lesser degree of po litical domi
nation. When- the government of 
the dominant nation controls the 
basic direction of. the policies of 
the subject te rrito ry, particularly 
in the sphere of “foreign relations,” 
that te rrito ry  is a colony in  po lit
ical as well as economic fact, no 
matter what name may be used, no 
matter what the “ legal” standing.

In  the basic sense, Mexico, the 
nations of Central America many of 
the Cnrribean islands (e.g., Cuba, 
Porto Rico, Santo Domingo), and 
to a lesser degree many of the 
South American countries .(espe
cia lly Venezuela, Pern, Colombia, 
B o liv ia ), and even Canada, are 
part o f the colonial system of U.S. 
imperialism.

This is a fact well known to U. 
S. capitalists and to  the U. S. gov
ernment. I t  is obviously revealed, 
in one direction, by the heavy gov
ernment subsidies to thd U.S. shops 
operating w ithin this system, and 
by the extension o f Pan-American 
Airways w ith  the help o f much 
greater subsidies than those given 
to  any other a ir line. The War 
Department analyses of the rela
tive strength o f the great powers 
in  m aterial resources necessary to 
carry on the next war treat these 
territories as colonies o f the U. S. 
in exactly the same sense that the

various dominions are treated a* 
colonies of England.

American Capital 
In  these nations the basic indus

tries are almost a ll carried on by 
U. S. capital. United F ru it handles 
most of Central America—not only 
the orchards (the chief industry), 
but railroads, communications, etc. 
Standard F ru it exploits the or
chards o f Mexico. The o il fields 
o f Mexico, Venezuela, Bolivia, are 
chiefly in  U. S. hands. The silver, 
copper, and gold mines of Peru and 
Mexico are owned and run by Cerro 
da Pasca and the Hearst interests. 
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler 
provide the automobiles and trucks, 
and build factories in Canada and 
assembly plants in the other coun
tries. The sugar industry of Cuba 
is owned through the great New 
York banks. The U. S. U tilities 
and Communications companies Op
erate the power, ligh t, and com
munications systems. Roads and 
government works have been bu ilt 
in  the period since the war prim ari
ly  through the huge exportation of 
U. S. capital—passed on to the U.S. 
investors in  bonds now mostly in 
default or fantastically depreciated. 
Every interstice of the economic 
structure of these nations is plug
ged w ith U. S. capital.

In addition, quite naturally, the 
basic political policies of these na
tions is controlled by Washington. 
The gloved and friendly hand of 
“ the good neighbor”  is supplement
ed whenever necessary by the iron 
of battleships and marines.

Growth o f U. S. Influence 
The present relationship between 

the U. S. and these nations has, 
o f course, been developed over a 
long period of time, indeed fo r 
more than a century. Its  firs t 
grandiose prophecy was the an
nouncement of the Monroe Doctrine 
itself, in  1823. This, however, was 
much more than the young nation 
could have swallowed by • itse lf in  
that period. I t  was made -possible 
only because at that time i t  fitted 
into the plans o f England, than 
jockeying in  the European arena 
against the Holy Alliance of Prus
sia, Austria, and Russia. Since 
then the hegemony of the U. S. 
has been steadily b u ilt up, devel
oped not by the words o f diplo
matic notes and public speeches, 
but by the actual relationship of 
forces among the contending pow
ers. England has always remained 
the principal contender, and her 
superb sk ill and trad ition in  such 
matters, added to  her dominant

The woman -considered me a 
communist. They were not afraid 
of communists. The only thing they 
feared was the Political Depart
ment. The la tte r is the absolute 
master o f the village, and rules 
everybody and everything in  the 
village.

The villagers were a ll preoccu
pied w ith  the question of the work
day. They were not interested in 
anything except matters relating 
to the kolkhoz. They did not view 
as the ir own a ffa ir everything re
lating to the kolkhoz. In  the ir 
minds, the kolkhoz is a state enter
prise managed by the P olitica l De
partment, while the kelkhozniki are 
merely laborers, working in the 
kolkhoz and receiving a meager 
ration fo r their work-day. The 
tabulation of work-days is on dis. 
play on a w all in the village read
ing room. The men and women in 
the kolkoz crowd around the tabu
lation to find out who has the most 
work-days to her credit. They were 
a ll pre-occuppied w ith  this and, 1 
might say, w ith this alone.

. . . Came the last and decisive 
day. I t  was noon. I clambered 
atop a small mound, covered w ith 
fru it trees and began assiduous
ly to study the locale. I  fixed the 
position of the border patrols. A 
macadam road cut across the gar
dens close to the river bank. The 
patrols paced the road. I had to 
seize the opportunity—a few min
ute®—to make my way to the river 
and plunge into the water. I t  was 
impossible to take my things along.

The rive r wa« broad and the cur
rent rapid. I  threw away my sack 
and bag. I  put on a m ilita ry cos
tume, but not the boots, and bare
foot ( I  kept only my civ ilian  cos
tume) I  walked in to  the open, and 
proceeded calm ly towards the bank. 
No sooner did I  reach the river, 
quickly stripped off the uniform 
and was about to tie on my civilian, 
costume when a cry came from a 
distance: “ H a lt! H a lt!” . . . .

W ith the c iv ilian  clothes in  my 
hands I plunged into the water. 
The patrols, w ithout being aware 
where the cry was coming from, 
raised an alarm and began firing. 
I swam under the water, keeping un
der as long as was possible. When
ever I stuck my head out fo r a ir, 
I heard rifle  fire. The clothes be
came waterlogged and hampered 
my progress. In  the meantime the 
current was rapidly carrying me 
away. Below was the “ foreign”  
rock-bound shore—the river in 
flood tide—and should the current 
carry me further down I would have 
no chance to get to that shore. I 
found myself compelled to  abandon 
my only suit, w ith  my money in  its 
pockets. I  clambered out on the 
“ foreign”  shore, in my underwear. 
For a long time I  lay among the 
reeds. I  could observe the Soviet 
patrols approach the river bank and 
pick up my m ilita ry  uniform —they 
obviously thought that i t  was some 
border-patrolman who fled away . .

And then I  found myself once 
again s itting  in ja il, th is time a 
“ foreign”  one. . .

Concerning the Mensheviks
. . . .  The centrists today do not 

attach any particular political im 
portance to the existence of the 
Russian Mensheviks. The latter 
have compromised themselves in 
the eyes o f the broad masses of the 
toilers by their behavior during the 
October revolution. And it  is very 
d ifficu lt to restore by means of 
phrases the pre-revolutionary au
thority of the Russian Social Dem
ocratic Labor Party. That is why 
they are not much of a danger to 
the Stalinist regime. Our youth 
sees nothing revolutionary in the 
Mensheviks. Especially the Georg
ian Mensheviks. The youth see in 
them only the return to capitalism.

The authority of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat is great in the 
eye® o f the toilers of the IT.S.S.R. 
Stalin hides his counter-revolu
tionary face precisely behind the 
authority of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The exploited classes 
so warmly acclaim the dictatorship 
of the proletariat because other
wise it  would be impossible to ex
propriate the capitalists.

In  the Verkhni-Uralsk solitary 
there were 16-28 Mensheviks, the 
m ajority Georgians. I  underscore 
Georgian Mensheviks because in 
contrast to others they hold views 
that are peculiar, and deeply chau
vinist and. have nothing in common 
w ith internationalism. They were 
set free ; only four remaining. D ur
ing the hunger strike of the Bol
shevik-Leninists, on the 14th day 
they announced a twenty-four hour 
hunger strike as a protest against 
the a rb itra ry treatment of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists by the prison 
adm inistration. I  happened to en
gage in conversation w ith t w o 
Georgian Mensheviks. I came away 
w ith the conclusion that, they are 
nfow gratified that one of “ theirs” , 
Djugaehvill (S ta lin ), is in power. 
I also had a discussion w ith a Z i

onist. He told me that the Zionists 
are also entering the Second In te r
national, and he himself is a former 
social-democrat. During the con
versation, he expressed the opinion 
that the Menshevik social demo
crats committed an unpardonable 
mistake in the 1917 revolution, i.e., 
they failed to conduct a decisive 
policy fo r the conquest o f power 
and fought against the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.

. . . .  Of the Mensheviks, Zionists. 
Dashnaks (members of the Armen
ian nationalist party Dashnak-Tsu- 
tiitn ) and others whom I  ran across 
in exile and prison. I can say that 
they are not dangerous to the Stal
in is t regime The Russian Menshe
viks have not yet discarded their 
old shirts, ns the social democrats 
abroad are try ing  to do. These old 
personalities tire not harm ful to 
Stalin. He arrested them together 
w ith the communists in order to 
throw a screen around his counter
revolutionary actions toward the 
latter. Today, Stalin is surround
ed by the worst anti-proletarian el
ements.

In  ja il I  met also communists 
who were incarcerated although 
they were in agreement w ith  the 
“ General Line.”  They were against 
the existing internal regime. ( It  
never enters the mind of these beg- 
ars that a given regime is the re
sult of a given policy.) The Men
sheviks at least expressed their 
protest against the b ru ta lity  prac 
ticed upon the Bolshevik-Leninists 
by a one day hunger strike. The 
followers of the “ General Line”  did 
pot even do that. They did not 
even issue a verbal protest, but 
kept sitting quietly alongside us. 
The Red Army soldiers who, on the 
orders of the adm inistration, fed 
us by force—even they taunted the 
“ General Liner®”  fo r such cowardly 
behavior. . . .

Mpls. Unions 
Join Lewis

(Continued from  Page 1)
510, Barbers No. 61, Bartenders1 No. 
152, Cap Makers No. 1865, Auto 
Mechanics 383, Lathers No. 190, 
Plasterers No. 65, Plaster Tenders 
No. 111.

A telegram from John L. lew is 
was read to the delegates. In  the 
telegram he expressed regret fo r 
not being able to attend and cited 
as his reason fo r non-attendance 
the fact that the United Mine 
Workers convention was now going 
on in Washington, D. C.

On a motion by V. R. Dunne, 
a ll delegates were pledged to go 
back to  their organizations and 
secure permission to sign the or
ganization’s name to a new call 
that w ill go out shortly flor a 
broader conference on the same 
question. Between the conferences 
it  was decided to set up a semi
permanent committee who would 
carry on the work.

A Committee o f seven was elected. 
I t  w ill be known as the Continua
tion Committee fo r Industria l Or
ganization. This was perhaps the 
most important action taken a t the 
conference as i t  w ill set up here 
in Minneapolis a center and clear
ing-house fo r industrial union ac
tiv ity . The firs t meeting of the 
committee w ill be Sunday, Feb. 9.

During the discussion that took 
place, around the question of in 
dustrial organization versus cra ft 
unions, i t  was shown by many del
egates tha t there is  a crying need 
fo r a more efficient type o f work
ers’ economic organization than 
can be organized under the cra ft

union set-up. The Resolutions 
Committee reported to the body 
w ith three resolutions, in  a ll of 
which they recommended concur
rence.

No. 1, introduced by Building 
Laborers, 563, asked fo r support in 
their strike on the Sumner Field 
project, adopted; No. 2, introduced 
by Upholsterers’ Union, 61, asked 
fo r support fo r the Strufcwear 
strikers and called upon the entire 
trade union movement to  call a 
public meeting in their behalf, 
adopted; No. 3, introduced by 
Loeal 382, Auto Mechanics, called 
fo r the reinstatement o f 574 in  the 
Drivers’ International, adopted.

Attention of the  delegates was 
called to the coming state-wide 
WPA conference which w ill be 
held in General D rivers H all, 257 
Plymouth Ave. North, Saturday 
and Sunday, February 8 and 9. A ll 
unions were requested to send dele
gates.

The Resolutions Committee, in 
conjunction w ith  the Continuation 
Committee was instructed t  <> 
draw up a statement setting forth  
the aims and objectives o f the con
ference to be released to  the pub
lic  press. The meeting adjourned 
a t 4 o’clock,

STRIKE^ANCE ^
Strikers a t the Rothstein plant 

in  Boro Park are running a dance 
and entertainment on Saturday. 
Feb. 22 at 8:30 P.M. in  the Grand 
Ballroom of the Boro Park Y.M.H. 
A., 14 Ave. and 50 St. Auspices of 
Boro Park Labor Conference fo r 
the benefit o f the strikers.

To Tibetts Brook Park 
Sunday February 16

Starting from WoOdlawn Station 
11 A.M. Friends and sympathizers 
are invited to come along.

American continents is the p riv i- 
ledged and special function of the 
bourgeoisie of the U. S.; and that 
in the “ New W orld”  a ll others 
must come a bad second.

rl ’he time is indeed propitious. 
Europe is occupied w ith  grave in 
ternal crisis. England, besides be
ing directly involved in the imme
diate European crisis, faces wide
spread disturbances throughout 
her colonial empire. Japan is going 
steadily forward in  her announced 
policy of reducing the Far East to 
her province, and at the present 
moment neither England nor the 
U. Si. is yet ready to challenge 
Japan openly. What, then, could 
be more appropriate than a remind
er to the rest of the world from the 
1'. S. that in the struggle fo r the 
re-division of the world—now en
tering the stage of armed conflict 
—the nations1 of the Americas are 
a closed sphere? And, when the 
reminder is accompanied by the 
greatest m ilita ry and naval budget 
in  the peace-time history of any 
country, i t  gains much more than 
abstract significance.

World Interests of the U. S.
I t  must not be imagined that by 

announcing proprietorship in  the 
Americas, the TJ. S. is giving up 
interests in  the rest of the world. 
IThe ravenous needs of TT. S. fin 
ance-capital are not so easily satis
fied. The U. S. requires also its 
outlets elsewhere, especially in the 
Far East. Jajpan cannot be al
lowed to march indefinitely w ith 
out opposition — either through 
guns or some more “ friendly”  dip
lomatic arrangement. But the pres
ent stake in the East is not yet so 
high as that in the Americas ; and 
the U. S. is not a t present required 
to take action. Leading influence 
in the Americas, however, is a con
stant, enduring, and minimum re
quirement fo r U. S. imperialism.

The pale liberals, who like us to 
believe that the U. S. is not an 
im perialist nation in  the fu ll sense 
o f the word, are fond o f pointing 
to its  lack of colonies—in  contrast, 
fo r example, to Great B rita in—to 
its  respect for small nations, its  re
jection o f “ te rrito ria l ambitions” 
in  noble opposition to the greedy 
tyrants o f the Old World. Such a 
view is extremely useful to the

position during tne 19th century. 
?ave her often the advantage—par
ticularly in  such longer term pro
jects as the building of railroads 
(Argentine, Chile) and in getting 
the chief trade in “hardware”  fo r 
English manufacturers. Before the 
war, Germany came rapidly fo r
ward, and threatened both England 
and the U. S. in  South America. 
But defeat in  the War sent Ger
many a long way back. England 
remained and continues, and now 
Japan emerges more and more 
clearly, aggressively thrusting her 
cheap textiles and miscellaneous 
manufactures into the South Amer
ican market.

Booking Forward to War
The U. S„ the most vigorous and 

powerful nation of the ro tting  cap
ita lis t world, looks to the future. 
U. S. imperialism sees the war ap
proaching. And already i t  aims to 
utilize the war crisis to strengthen 
its strangle-hold on the Americas, 
to reinforce its  own colonial sys
tem. From this as a basis, its  eyes 
go out to the potentialities of the 
war its e lf: to the chance o f re
maining aloof, in  splendid isolation, 
un til the w arring powers approach 
mutual exhaustion, and then step
ping in to decide the issue, and to 
hold the whip hand on a world 
scale.

U. S. Marxists must follow  with 
increasing care the course of the 
U. S. “ Pan-American”  policy, and 
the events w ith in  the Central and 
South American countries. Above 
a ll, relations between the revolu
tionists o f these nations and those 
of the U. S. must be greatly and 
rapidly strengthened. In  the ma
jo rity  of these nations, as even a 
b rie f survey proves, the revolution
ary struggle is identical w ith  ours: 
in  the most direct sense it  is pre
cisely the struggle against U. S. 
imperialism. Their victories, conse
quently. are our victories, and we 
are defeated in  the ir defeats.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1936


