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Auto Union 
Pushes On 
Under CIO

DETROIT. —  The United 
Automobile Workers’ Union 

- affiliated with the Commit
tee for Industrial Organiza
tion, emerged triumphant in 
two strikes affecting 5000 
workers of the Kelsey-Hayes 
Wheel Company and 1800 
employees of the Aluminum 
Corporation o f A m e r i c a .  
Both strikes resulted in sub
stantial wage increases and 
full union recognition.

Though these s trikes were com
para tive ly  small, a ffecting d irect
ly  w hat m ay be considered a mere 
handfu l of workers, the s ig n ifi
cance of the v ic to ry  a t th is  tim e 
cannot be over-estimated. Not only 
has i t  given fresh impetus fo the 
CIO drive to organize the entire 
autom obile indus try  but has in 
creased the prestige of the indus
t r ia l  union princ ip le  on the eve of 
the coming showdown in  the steel 
Industry.

The U nited Autom obile W orkers 
Im m ediately followed up the vic
to ry  w ith  a renewed and sharply 
worded demand fo r a general con
ference w ith  the  heads of Général 
Motors Corporation to discuss col
lective bargaining. Form er re
quests fo r such a conference had 
been dodged by A lfred  P. Sloan, 
General Motors president in  New 
Y ork  and W illia m  S. Knudsen, exe
cutive vice-president in  Detro it, 
w ith  the suggestion th a t unions in  
ind iv idua l plants take the m atter

NEW  SPIR IT OF M ILITANC Y
The successful cu lm ination of the 

strikes, which are looked upon as 
the beginning of a m ajor offensive 
in  the automobile industry, has al
ready had a profound effect upon 
the D e tro it workers. A  new s p ir it 
Of m ilitancy  and so lida rity  is rap
id ly  gaining headway. Glenn Mc
Cabe, in te rna tiona l president of the 
F la t Glass W orkers, who are on 
S trike  in  the plants o f the P itts 
burgh Plate Glass Company and 
the  Libby-Owens-Ford Glass Com
pany, m et w ith  leaders of the 
A uto  W orkers’ Union a fte r the 
settlement. A fte r the conference, 
he said:

“ W e have decided tha t the only 
-way we can expect to consolidate 
our gains and pro tect our fu ture  
is fo r  our union to jo in  hands and 
w o rk  in  close alignm ent w ith  the 
U A W A  on a ll m atters perta in ing to 
the enforcement o f the recognition 
Of our righ ts .”

The F la t Glass W orkers have 
forced a complete shut-down in  the 
tw o v ita l plants which fu rn ish  86 
per cent of automobile glass.

S imultaneously w ith  the CIO’s 
D e tro it v ic to ry , the organization’s 
Steel drive had been intensified. 
The resu lt of the so-called “ volun
ta ry ”  wage increases and bonuses 
has seemingly been n il so fa r  as 
prevailing unrest in  the steel m ills  
Is concerned.

Harry Bridges 
Held in Tragic 
Auto Accident
Qourt Bias is Shown in 
Case Against Union 

Leader
LONG BEACH.—H a rry  Bridges, 

President of the P acific  Coast 
Longshoremen, has been charged 
w ith  “ suspicion of negligent hom i
cide”  by Long Beach police. He 
was held in  ja il over Saturday 
and Sunday and then released on 
a w r it  o f habeas corpus under 
bail.

The car Bridges was d riv ing  
struck and k illed  a boy rid ing  an 
un lighted bicycle on the wrong 
side o f the road. Bridges was 
w e ll under the zone speed l im it  
and stopped to carry the boy to 
the curb and ca ll an ambulance. 
According to press reports, a ll 
witnesses agreed to these circum 
stances, yet the union leader was 
ja iled and held on a serious 
charge. Such drastic action in a 
case where no evidence o f care
lessness existed is unprecedented 
in th is state.

The case is but one more proof 
of the prejudice of courts which 
have one law fo r the r ich  and 
“ respectable”  and another fo r 
“ agitators.”

To Recruit 
Socialists  
For Spain
New York Local For 

“Debs Brigade” To 
Join Struggle

The organization of a “Eu
gene V. Debs Column” for 
service in the Spanish work
ers’ army has been announc
ed by Local New York.

The column is to be made 
up of skilled technicians, 
engineers and aviators will
ing to give their service to 
the f i g h t  f o r  a workers’ 
Spain. Already, although 
the call was published for 
the first time in last week’s 
Socialist Call, volunteers are 
stepping forward in all sec
tions of the country.

California volunteers in
clude a chemical technician, 
an experienced air pilot and 
veterans of heavy fighting 
in the world war.

These men feel that their 
place is in the front line of 
the world-wide fight for So
cialism. That line is now the 
Spanish battlefields. Vic
tory in Spain will be a long 
stride in the international 
advance.

Volunteers are urged to 
communicate at once with 
Labor Action.

Trotsky Is 
Deported 
To Mexico

Forcibly Carried On 
Ship, In Danger of 

Assassination

NEW YORK.—-Further in
formation on the deportation 
of Leon Trotsky was contain
ed in a statement issued to
day by the American Com
mittee for the Defense of 
Leon Trotsky, with offices at 
22 East 17th Street, New 
York City.

The deportation was de
nounced as a brutal and dis
graceful act, but only a cli
max to six months of relent
less persecution by the Nor
wegian government.

“ On the n igh t of Saturday, 
December 19th,”  the statement 
said, "Leon T ro tsky and his w ife 
were fo rc ib ly  carried on board the 
steamer ‘R u th ’. The voyage to 
Mexico did not actually begin un
t i l  December 23rd, fo r the ‘R u th ’ 
soon ran aground o ff the coast of 
Norway and was not refloated 
u n til December 23rd.

“ During his stay in  Norway 
T ro tsky has been almost con- 
continuously i l l ;  fo r one period 
he lay In an Oslo hospita l in  
danger o f death; since tha t he 
has been under a physician’s care 
almost constantly. Y et the Nor
wegian authorities denied h im  the 
elementary human r ig h t to a r
range fo r medical care on the tr ip  
to Mexico.

d a n g e r  o f  a s s a s s in a t io n

“ Facing as he does on his jo u r
ney the very rea l danger o f attack 
and assassination, th is  gravely i l l  
Jfaam a&d h is  ‘Wile were forced on 
board ship w ith  so inadequate a 
guard tha t he found i t  necessary 
to demand the r ig h t to arm  h im 
self. The government refused him  
permission to secure bodyguards 
from  his associates. H is life  has 
thus been placed in  grave jeo
pardy. ,

“ T ro tsky  was not even accorded 
permission to use the ship’s radio 
w h ile en route so tha t his friends 
cannot know anyth ing about his 
condition u n til he has landed.

"Is  there any possible ju s tific a 
tion  fo r th is  b ru ta l and disgrace
fu l treatm ent? The Norweiglan 
government had not even attem pt
ed to charge T ro tsky w ith  v io la t
ing its  laws, nor had he been 
indicated, tried  or accused by a 
Norwegian court. The basis fo r 
the long in ternm ent to which he 
was subjected was a report of 
the Central Passport Bureau that 
T rotsky had made ‘such express
ions and advices re la ting  to top i
cal po litica l situations as must 
be designated as a v io la tion  of 
the conditions of continued res - 
dence’ ; the Bureau cited as evi
dence an a rtic le  (published in 
Am erica by The Nation, entitled 
‘The French Revolution has Be
gun’). Ostensibly the Bureau’s 
report dealt w ith  T ro tsky ’s re 
quest fo r continued residence, but 
became a pre text fo r v ir tu a l im 
prisonment. No additional charges 

(Continued on Page 2)

‘M r., Can You Spare a Dime?’ 

Plight of Homeless Millions
By PAUL KOLINSKI

“ M ister can you spare a dime?”  
Have you ever been accosted by 
such a plea? G iving a helping 
hand to the unfortunates does not 
solve the problem of the homeless 
population.

The transien t population prio r 
to  1929 was estimated a t 500,000. 
f t  has increased to an estimated 
arm y of from  3,000,000 to 5,000,- 
000. Members of th is  homeless 
arm y can be found everywhere, 
wandering from  c ity  to c ity , plead
in g  fo r assistance. Youth from  
poverty-stricken homes of the c ity  
and from  the farm , unemployed 
workers, single and w ith  fam ilies, 
dispossessed o f th e ir  w o rld ly  be-, 
longings, m ig rate in  search o f em
ploym ent and a new home. They 
hitch-hike, ride fre ig h t trains. The 
more fortunate drive ?I5 automo
biles, begging gasoline as they go 
along.

The m ig ra ting  population are
Undesirable folk, oast-offs of the

economic system of capitalism . 
Hounded by the police from  place 
to place; often beaten by ra il
road dectectives; when arrested 
in  many states they are sentenced 
to forced labor on m unicipal 
owned farm s and to road bu ild
ing. Many are k illed  in tra in  
wrecks and in  fre ig h t yards t ry 
ing to catch trains. In  rain, heat, 
or freezing cold the homeless are 
on the move; sleeping in  box-cars, 
old shacks, or even in  the open; 
liv in g  on hand-outs o f food. The 
m unicipal re lie f measures on ly 
perm it 24 to 48 hour stops in  the 
larger cities. Small communities 
have no accomodations o f any 

-sort fo r  the transient.
W hen a m ig ra tory  w orker finds 

employment the employer takes 
undue advantage o f the s ituation 
by paying h im  the lowest wage 
possible and w ork ing h im  long 
hours. W henever the w orker ob
jects to his condition he is abused 
and ia forced to w it  or la fired-

The employer, to save his face, 
defends him self w ith  such state
ments as: “ He is nothing hut a 
bum. Can you imagine it ,  I  gave 
him  a job and he refused to 
work.”  In  the case of m ig ra tory 
farm  workers who organize to de
mand better liv in g  conditions and 
wages, the hue and cry  is "A g i
tators.”  The police are used by 
the employers to  disperse the 
workers.

W ith  his meager earnings the 
ag itator, bum, o r whatever name 
you desire to ca ll him , congre
gates in  the la rger c ities where 
he can find  cheap lodgings and 
restaurants. The food sold in  
these restaurants is o ften u n fit  
fo r human consumption. The lodg
ings are unclean and verm in in 
fested. Hd’ lo ite rs around em
ploym ent offices fo r  work. Some
times he is lucky to acquire w ork  
for a fee of 10 to 20 per cent of 
his f irs t  months wages, works a 
few days and gate fired- Eventu

Anglo-French imperialism moved boldly last week to 
unite with Italy and Germany in a Four-Power alliance 
for intervention in Spain against the Spanish masses.

Labor Action in its issues of December 12th and 19th 
exposed the real meaning of the Anglo-French moves. Our 
predictions have been proven to the hilt by last week’s 
developments:

1. The Anglo-French Ententes! 
has succeeded in  w inn ing Musso
l in i ’s consént to Four-Power in 
tervention. In  return, the B ritish  
Tories and the French Peoples 
F ron t government took a decisive 
step toward fo rm al recognition of 
I ta ly ’s conquest of E thiopia, by 
w ithdraw ing  the legations form 
erly  accredited to E thiopia and sub
s titu tin g  consulate offices. Also; 
an Ang lo-Ita lian agreement fo r 
m ainta in ing common interests in  
the M editerranean has been con
summated.

2. Backed by M ussolini, the 
Anglo-French Entente offered to 
bolster H it le r ’s regime by econo
m ic aid, in  re tu rn  fo r H itle r ’s 
cooperation in  the Four-Power 
“ solution”  o f the Spanish crisis. 
The Times of London, ch ie f spokes
man fo r B ritish  capitalism , de
voted a leading ed ito ria l to an 
offe r of economic aid to Germany 
and declared the “ hope supported 
by certa in facts”  tha t London- 
Paris-Rome am ity  should provide 
a “ fresh approach to Spain.”  Le 
Temps, spokesman fo r the French 
Foreign Office, proposed a new 
Four-Power agreement fo r solving 
the Spanish situation, in  re tu rn  
fo r  which France would aid H itle r 
to resolve the German economic 
crisis.

A t  Expense of
Spanish Masses »

Just w hat aid would be given 
Germany— loans, colonies, raw  ma-

ally, going broke, clothes becom
ing shabby, the transien t again 
must repeat the story: "M r. can 
you spare a dime?”  And, i f  he 
ie fortunate, a fte r asking 25 to 50 
people, he receives the requested 
dime; Sometimes the “ law ”  sees 
him  begging. He is arrested or 
run  out of tow n and is on the 
move again. Eventually, a broken 
human derelict, the m igratory 
w orker finds an end in  a pauper’s 
grava.

teria ls, etc.—was kept secret, but 
o ffic ia l declarations le ft no doubt 
tha t the "compromise”  between 
H it le r ’s desire fo r complete v ic 
to ry  fo r Franco and Anglo-French 
fears of the consequences of such 

..a v ictory, is a compromise at the 
expense o f the Spanish masses. 
The Associated Press au thorita 
tive ly  quoted a French o ffic ia l on 
December 26th as predicting tha t 
“ France, B rita in , Germany and 
Ita ly  m igh t un ite to force peace 
in  Spain,”  and th a t “ H itle r  would 
demand some solution in  Spain 
which would prevent General 
Franco’s complete defeat and loss 
of prestige to Germany, which 
has recognized his government,” 
so tha t “ We may have to force 
both sides to cease fig h tin g  and 
subm it to compromise in  order 
to save the prestige of European 
nations which have backed e ither 
one side or the other.”

W hat would ' such a “ compro
mise”  consist of? E ither, as we 
have predicted, Spain would he 
dismembered, w ith  France rem ain
ing in  contro l of the te rrito ries  
she now holds so precariously. 
Or a national government would 
be established by a coalition of 
fascist and "anti-fascist”  capita l
ists! In  any event, the w ork
ers and peasants, who have borne 
the b runt of six te rrib le  months of 
c iv il war, w i l l  get nothing fo r 
the ir pains except the continua
tion  o f the cap ita lis t ru le which 
led to the c iv il war.

(Continued on Page 2)

NEW  ADDRESS
New address for State Office, 

Labor Actirin, Young People’s 
Socialist League, and San Fran
cisco Local of the Socialist 
Party after January first will 
be 236 VAN NESS AVENUE, 
San Francisco.

Protest Gift Of 
Hitler’s Books 
To University

DENVER.—The protest against 
the acceptance by Denver U n i
ve rs ity  of 500 books from  Nazi 
Germany is continuing. The Com
m ittee, consisting of Carle W hite- 
head (State Chairman of the So
c ia lis t P arty  of Colorado), cha ir
man; Simon Bloom (member of 
Local Denver o f the Socialist 
Party) and F rank Monroe, are 
acquainting citizens of Denver 
w ith  the facts—ignored by the 
cap ita lis t press—and are planning 
to swell the protest begun by a 
mass meeting of some-250 Denver 
citizens.

The o ffic ia ls  of the un ivers ity  
have made no rep ly  to the state
ment which these citizens, at a 
meeting on December 6, instructed 
the Committee to send to the 
un iversity.

The facts are: That Denver
U n ivers ity  requested various coun
tries, among them Fascist Ita ly  
and Nazi Germany, to make that 
in s titu tio n  a g ift  of books. Nazi 
Germany complied and sent 500 
volumes. On November 23 these 
books were public ly  accepted in  
a speech addressed to the Ger
man Consul. The request fo r 
books was not made to certain 
other countries, such as Russia, 
Sweden, Denmark and Norway. 
The U n ivers ity  said tha t most of 
the volumes were on sc ientific  
subjects, although a "few ”  were 
by H itle r, Goebels and other 
b righ t ligh ts  o f the Nazi diadem.

In  the ir statement, the protest
ing citizens requested tha t Den
ver U n ivers ity  show itse lf to be 
Im partia l by requesting and pub
lic ly  accepting books from  the 
previously ignored countries, in 
cluding Russia.

To date no answer has been 
received from  the un ive rs ity  and 
Denver U n ivers ity  s t i l l  holds the. 
unique position of being the firs t, 
and, so far, the on ly un ive rs ity  
in  the United States, even to ac
cept books from  Nazi Germany in 
a public ceremony, to say nothing 
o f requesting them.

80,000 Going Off 
Rolls O f W PA To 

Balance Budget

Eight hundred thousand men and women are to be 
dropped from the relief rolls! That is the real meaning of 
President Roosevelt’s announcement that he will ask only 
500 million dollars for WPA to carry through the fiscal 
year.

This appropriation, unless behind the scenes political 
manipulation makes Gongress cut it still further, will cut

- j j th e  w ork  ro lls to 66 per cent of 
the present totals. In  round numr

CHICAGO.— This c i t y ’ s 
complacent labor movement 
was startled when a few up
start unions of WPA work
ers made the headlines by a 
sit-in demonstration against 
lay-offs which “held” the 
WPA offices for almost a 
week,

.Th irty  men and women, w ith  not 
enough chairs to s©at;.them by day, 
sleeping on cold • stone floors at

A dm in is tra tion  ’ headquarters in  a 
state o f siege, w h ile  outside In the 
corridor a crowd of never less than 
f i f ty  stood guard against any pos
sible attem pt by police to evict the 
sltters-ln.

A lthough the dem onstration end
ed as unexpectedly as i t  began, 
w ithou t w inn ing its  demands de
spite claims o f a “ v ic to ry ”  by 
some of the leaders, i t  w i l l  go 
down in  h is to ry  as Chicago’s f irs t  
sit-in.

A nother m ilita n t feature o f the 
demonstration was the fac t tha t 
four unions jo in t ly  sponsored it, 
and tha t w orkers’ organizations 
were appealed to—w ith  good re
sults—fo r support.

FIG HT FOR M ILITANC Y
Those who fought vigorously fo r 

a m ilita n t po licy were two Social
is t leaders of the sltters-in, Harold 
Gibbons and Ruth Cook, and two 
other Socialist P arty members who 
led the outside support, Daniel 
House, U n ivers ity  of Chicago stu
dent, and W illia m  Jones, Negro 
comrade who took care of financ ia l 
secretaria l work. They were op
posed by Robert Foley, leading 
Communist on the sit-in  steering 
committee. Several tim es Foley 
exhib ited his eagerness to end the 
s trike  by c la im ing a "v ic to ry .”  On 
one occasion he excitedly read the 
sitters-in a release from  W ashing
ton stating there would be no more 
lay-offs and a ttribu ted  i t  to the sit- 
in  protest. A n exam ination proved 

.(Continued on Page 2)

bers th is  means 800,000 fa m ily  
heads cut o ff from  th e ir on ly 
means of liv lihood.

MAIN OFFENSIVE COMING 
The presidentia l announcement 

followed a tem porary easing o ff 
on Immediate layoffs under press
ure from  m ilita n t sections o f the 
W orkers’ A lliance throughout the 
nation. This re trea t was how
ever apparently on ly a breathing 
spell before the main offensive. 
Roosevelt Is determ ined to “ bal
ance the budget”  a t the expense 
of w hat he believes to be the 
most defenseless section of the 
population.

Action  w ill be postponed In 
those sections where lay-offs are 
im m ediate ly answered by vigors 
ous protest so tha t Roosevelt can 
have a “ safe and sane”  inaugura
tion  unmarred by p icketing ex
pro ject workers. In  te rr lto r ie *  
where the unemployed are tak ing  
the cuts ly ing  down there has 
been no postponement o f ths 
slashing program.
DEEPER CUTS THREA TEN ED  
Threats o f an even deeper cu t

than that proposed Ksy- Booaevelt
are already being Voiced of! 'Capi
to l h ill.  U tah ’s reactionary Demo
cra tic  Senator K ing  would lik e  
to cut the 500 m illio n  six m onth 
appropria tion In half. This would 
boost lay offs to more than a 
m illio n  and a half.

Moreover the w orthy senator 
has discovered a dire p lo t on the 
part o f the unemployed. T he ir 
protest is organized! Says he, 
"There w ill be a cloud o f le tte rs  
descending on congressmen. I  
suspect these le tte rs are inspired 
by persons in  the W PA organiza
tion  (treason!) as many o f them 
appear to he form  le tters. ,If I  
find  the flow  of these le tte rs to 
be universal—th a t i t  is a con
certed e ffo rt to propagandize Con
gress, I  shall not hesitate to in 
troduce a resolution asking an In
vestigation.”

W H A T IS NEW?
A ll righ ts  “ to propagandize con

gress’ are reserved to W a ll Street, 
any in fringem ents w ill be dis
missed w ith  an "investiga tion .”  

W hat’s so new about the New 
Deal?

Undismayed, W orkers’ A lliance 
officers are planning regional con
ferences in  every section of the 
country to plan fo r a “ Day of 
Dem onstration”  January 9th and 
to organize a “ P ink Slip P ilg rim 
age”  on Washington.

As a consequence unemployed 
organization is now booming as 
W PA workers lose fa ith  in  Roose
ve lt promises and tu rn  to th e ir 
own defense weapons.

SOCIALIST RED SUNDAYS
In  Spain and in America

By AL FURTH
Red Sundays in  M adrid and 

Barcelona mean tha t the armed 
workers’ patrols are a le rtly  de
fending th e ir positions. P rio r to 
the revo lu tion Red Sundays meant 
tak ing bundles o f revo lu tionary 
papers and covering the w ork ing 
class d is tric ts  to bring the mess
age of struggle to the workers.

The struggle against the ex
plo iters in  th is  country and the 
fin a l ba ttle  fo r Socialism w ill not 
be a p ink  tea a ffa ir  either. But 
leading up to the fin a l con flic t 
our weapon is the Socialist press. 
Recently the Socialist P arty  ac
quired a “ B ig Bertha”  when Labor 
Action was established. Today i t  
is our duty to get th is  weapon 
in to  the hands o f the workers in 
the west. Today the Socialist 
P arty  must, more vigorously than 
ever, ca rry  on the propaganda 
struggle fo r Socialism and c la rify  
the po litica l Issues facing the 
workers.

Each Sunday in  San Francisco

sm all groups of Young Socialists 
can be found "hold ing the fo rt.”  
From  house to house, bundles of 
“ Labor A ction ”  under th e ir arms, 
go these comrades bring ing the 
message of Socialism to the w ork
ers.

A ll week long the workers are 
busy In the shops, but Sunday 
is the ir day of rest. Sunday is 
the day workers have a chance 
to read. Instead of the bosses’ 
papers le t ’s b ring them Labor 
Action. Le t our slogan be “ arm 
the workers w ith  Labor Action .”

Organize fo r “ Red SUNDAYS.”

“4 Days That Shook 
The W aterfront”

SEE
“The Notebook o f 

An Agitator” 
PAGE 3

Workers Alliance Organizes National Fight 
As Double-Crossed Workers Begin 

To Ask, “What’s New About 
The New Deal?”

WPA Is Hit 
By "Sit-In” 
At Chicago
Socialists Fight For 

M ilitant Policy 
In Struggle

Anglo-French Bandits Move 
Boldly to Form Four-Power 
Alliance to Dismember Spain
Deal With Mussolini and H itler Designed To 

Aid Franco and Strangle Revolutionary 
Workers’ Movement

Demands Conference 
W ith GMC Heads 

On Recognition
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Imperialists Plot 
Against Spain

(Continued from  Page 1) 
British G overnm ent 
Favors Franco

I f  any one s t i l l  doubts tha t th is 
Is the content of the Anglo-French 
scheme, his doubts should be re
moved by the b lun t words of 
Augur, uno ffic ia l spokesman e f the 
B ritish  Foreign Office, w ritin g  in 
the New Y ork  Times of December 
26:

“ F rank ly  speaking, the B ritish  
Government and m a jo rity  public 
opinion ( ! )  in  th is  country would 
no t object to the Insurgents w in 
n ing w ith  German help.”  Their 
objection, Augur makes clear, is 
s im ply to “ the prospect of a 
lasting establishment of Germans 
on Spanish soil.”  Thus, the B r it 
ish seek m erely fo r German guar
antees against such lasting estab
lishm ent; and in  tu rn  B rita in , and 
her a lly  France, w ill cooperate 
wholeheartedly in imposing on 
Spain a conservative regime com
m itted  to capitalism .

W ill the four im peria lis t pow
ers succeed in imposing the ir w ill 
on Spain? Franco, of course, w ill 
fo llow  Germany’s wishes. But, 
equally, the “ anti-fascist”  bour
geoisie of both the Valencian and 
Barcelona governments w ill co
operate w ith  the Anglo-French 
scheme. Indeed, the recent plot, 
invo lv ing  over a hundred r ig h tis t 
leaders in  Catalonia, and im 
p lica tion  in  which forced Juan 
Casanovas, President" of the Cata 
lan Parliam ent, to flee to Paris, 
was sim ply an attem pt to m urder 
the workers’ leaders and thus fa
c ilita te  a quick peace w ith  Franco. 
N o t only w i l l  the “ anti-fascist” 
capitalists not stand in  the way 
o f the Anglo-French plan; they 
w i l l  gladly accept the assignment 
of carry ing out tha t plan.
C ounter-Revolutionary  
Task F ac ilita ted

In  th is  counter-revolutionary 
task the “ anti-fascist”  capita lists 
w i l l  be enormously aided by the 
fac t tha t they are in  the Peoples 
F ron t Governments in the Valen
cian and Barcelona capitals, and 
th a t these governments are, of 
course, lim ited  to capitalist-demo
cra tic  programs. The recent m in 
is te ria l crisis in  Catalonia enor
mously. strengthened the rig h t 
which, w ith  the backing of 
the Stalin ists and the Soviet 
o ffic ia ls , expelled the P.O.U.M. 
from  the government and exacted 
from  the C.N.T. promises to sub
ord inate the trade unions to the 
government.

din' the o ther hand, the- possibil
i t y  o f w o rk ing  cress resistance "to 
the te rrib le  betraya l which the 
European chancelleries are pre
paring, is weakened immeasurably 
by the strangulating bonds which 
tie  the workers’ organizations to 
the capitalists in  the Peoples 
F ron t Governments. For the sake 
o f th is  false “ un ity ,”  the w orkers’ 
parties gave up a ll the revo lu
tion a ry  weapons which would have 
strengthened th e ir class and 
united i t  w ith  the peasanty: w ork
ers’ contro l of production, free
dom fo r Morocco, workers’ com
m ittees in  factory, fie ld  and m il i
tia , land to the peasants, etc. 
Thus weakened, the p ro le ta ria t is 
in  serious danger o f succumbing 
to  the combined forces o f th e ir 
“ own”  bourgeoisie and the Anglo- 
French-Italian-German alliance.
The P O U M  Leads 
The F ig h t

The P.O.U.M. has taken the 
lead in  warning the workers tha t 
“ s trangling the Spanish revo lu
tio n ”  is the aim of the Anglo- 
French plan. S ign ificant of de
velopments in  the P.O.U.M. is the 
reappearance of Juan Andrade, its  
ablest theoretician, who had been 
in eclipse during the past months. 
Now Andrade is hammering away 
w ith  a da ily  po litica l a rtic le  in  
“ La Bata lla .”  The demand of the 
S talin ists fo r the suppression of 
the P.O.U.M. press, the attack 
upon the P.O.U.M. by Consul-Gen
era l Ovseenko, the consequent ex
pulsion of the P.O.U.M. from  the 
government, appears to have 
awakened the P.O.U.M. to fu ll 
rea liza tion o f the im m inen t danger 
facing the P.O.U.M. and the prep
arations being made to crush the 
Catalan pro le ta ria t. I f  the 
P.O.U.M. has rea lly  ceased its  
gyrations, and sticks to its  pres
ent course, and raises the strug
gle around the concrete develop
ments, much may be done in  short 
order to rouse the Spanish masses 
to guard against the im peria lis t 
and domestic cap ita lis t schemes.

W here is the Soviet Union in 
a ll th is? I t  has agreed to the 
Anglo-French proposal fo r fo rc ing  
an arm istice and plebiscite upon 
Spain. S ta lin ’s puppet parties in  
a ll countries are covering up the 
counter-revolutionary nature of 
the Anglo-French plan. For ex
ample, the “ D a ily  W orker”  in  an 
ed itoria l, December 25th, per
verts com pletely the significance 
of the Anglo-French moves and 
supports them ! A fte t ha iling  the 
recent steps taken by the French 
and B rit is h  o ffic ia ls , the “ D a lly  
W orke r”  says:

“.Only more collective steps
by France, England, the United
States, in collaboration with the
greatest peace foroe, the Soviet
Union, can speak to the fascist
war-mongers In terms strong
enough to halt whatever adven
ture their feverish and troubled
brains may be plotting/*

I t  is clear from  th is  fou l s tu ff 
tha t the Spanish p ro le ta ria t w ill 
get no aid from  the Soviet Union 
in preventing the unfold ing of 
the Anglo-French plan.

B ut the workers throughout the 
world who are unfettered by Sta
lin ’s bonds can and m ust come 
to the aid of the ir Spanish bro
thers. The decision o f the New 
Y ork organization of the Socialist 
P arty to organize batallions fo r 
Spain is a splendid step in  th is 
d irection ; the more revo lu tionary 
workers, skilled in  m ilita ry  tech
nique, who w ill be in Spain at 
the show-down, the more d iff ic u lt  
w ill i t  be to force through the 
Anglo-French plan.

A t the same tim e we m ust 
rouse the workers in America, 
through our mass meetings, our 
press, our da ily contacts, to rea l
ization of the deadly p lo t directed 
against the Spanish workers. 
Through rousing of the American 
proletariat,, we shall, by the 
thousands of channels lin k in g  
them to the Spanish workers, con
vey to our fig h tin g  brothers a 
warning of the fate which is being 
prepared fo r them.

Trotsky Is 
Deported 
To Mexico

(Continued from  Page 1) 
were made public or to T rotsky 
during the ensuing months.

NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT  
RESPONSIBLE

“ Yet the Norwegian government 
deported T ro tsky, and deported 
him  in  the m ost outrageous man
ner. Not u n til two days a fte r 
he had been deported did his 
associates, or even his attorney 
learn tha t he had been fo rc ib ly  
carried aboard the ‘Ruth ’ at the 
port of Fragestrand, on the n igh t 
of December 19th. W hat hap
pened to T ro tsky ’s archives, his 
possessions, etc., we do not yet 
know; but T ro tsky ’s request to 
communicate w ith  a ttorney or 
friends to make arrangements fo r 
his belongings was refused. Even 
afte r T ro tsky was on the ocean, 
the Norwegian Liabor P arty  o ff i
cials, who constitute the govern
ment, lied to his Attorney about 
his whereabouts.

“ We, together w ith  a ll pro
gressive forces in  the labor and 
libe ra l movement of the world, 
reg ister our shocked protest a t 
th is  outrageous conduct of the 
Norwegian government. We hold 
the Norwegian government s tr ic tly  
responsible fo r any harm  that 
may befall T ro tsky on the voyage.

"Now more than ever we must 
ask a ll friends of the r ig h t of 
asylum to come to the aid of 
T rotsky. Preparations to assure 
and safeguard T ro tsky ’s .place of 
asylum necessitate very heavy ex
penses on our part. Send a ll 
funds to th is  committee, Room 
511, 22 E. 17th St., New York 
C ity.”

Archbishops Reject 
Pacifist Position

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in  a recent statement, rejected the 
doctrine of “ fu ll Pacifism ”  from  
the po int of view of “ practical 
rea lities.”  The head o f the Church 
of England was joined by the 
Archbishop of Y ork in  the state
ment tha t said “ circumstances 
m ight arise in  which partic ipa tion  
in  war would not be inconsistent 
w ith  the ir duties as Christians."

“ The Archbishop of Y ork,”  the 
statement continued, “ expressed 
disagreement w ith  the extreme Pa
c if is t position as being based on 
incomplete understanding of the 
im plications of the Gospel as con
tained in  the New Testament.”

Publishers Fight Guild
Organized newspaper publishers 

were asked to refuse to  deal w ith  
organized ed ito ria l workers, in  a 
recommendation issued by the 
board o f d irectors of Am erican 
Newspaper Publishers Association.

A ny agreement tha t contained 
regulation of pay on a tim e  basis, 
or a rb itra tio n  o f the causes of dis
missal of ed ito ria l employees, 
should not he signed, according to 
the board.

Farm Tenantry 
Growing

W hile  census figures show tha t 
2,865,155 farm s are being oper
ated by tenants, the number is in
creasing by 40,000 each year, ac
cording to estimates by the De
partm ent o f Agricu ltu re .

CORRECTION
In  la s t week’s column a para

graph g iv ing  c red it to the Do
minguez H ills  C ircle fo r ra is ing  
more than a hundred dollars fo r 
Labor A ction  appeared. Th is was 
a bad m isp rin t. The cred it fo r  
th a t splendid job is due to the 
Rosa Luxem berg C ircle o f Berke
ley. A nd W hile w«“re  m ention ing

Big Issues 
At Student 
Convention
Delegations R e f l e c t  

Social Upheaval 
On Campus

Ed. Note: This article was re
ceived from a California YPSL 
delegate now In Chicago for the 
American Student Union Conven
tion.

CHICAGO— Three to four 
hundred students, fresh from 
a semester’s work in high 
schools and colleges through
out the country, are meeting 
here to determine the fate of 
the militant nonpartisan stu
dent movement for a year to 
come, and to review the 
achievements of the Amer
ican Student Union in its 
first year of existence.

Elected by ASU chapters from  
New Y ork to Californ ia, these 
representatives of student youth 
are re flec ting  the social upheaval 
on the campus by th e ir  serious 
in te rest in  po litica l and w orld  af
fairs.

Raccoon coats, baggy trousers, 
school pennants, and decorated 
flivve rs— those rem inders of the 
rah-rah days when students did 
not care w hat they did w ith  the ir 
money or th e ir in te llects—are con
spicuous by the ir absence.

A lthough i t  is too early to re
port on the proceedings, the a ir 
is fille d  w ith  discussions on what 
evidently w ill be the two main 
issues: the ASU ’s stand on the 
struggle against war and the labor 
party  question.

LABOR (AND STUDENT) PARTY
Communist students, in  the ir 

anxie ty to make the Labor Party, 
when and i f  i t  comes, actually a 
populist pa rty  of class collabora
tion, are eager to have mixed 
class groups like  the students " in  
on the ground floo r.”  (To do 
th is they are even w illin g  to sac
rifice  student un ity ).

However, a ll other elements 
among the delegates are deter
mined to keep the Student Union 
a united fro n t student righ ts and 
anti-war movement of students of 
a ll po litica l beliefs, and i t  appears 
certa in tha t any attempted com
m itm ent of the ASU to a particu
la r po litica l pa rty  w ill be defeated 
on th e 'f lo o r , i f  i t  even gets tha t 
far.

A no ther question w orry ing  th e  
Communists is  the very obvious 
contradiction between th e ir “ new 
line ”  of supporting “ good wars”  
qnd the Oxford Pledge not to 
support any w ar engaged In by 
the government, which is part of 
the ASU constitution.

CHICAGO SOCIALIST NOTES
B urt, T rag er, to Be Feted
Chicago Socialists w i l l  welcome 

the ir new national secretary, Roy 
Burt, and the new Socialist P arty 
national labor and organization 
secretary, F rank Trager, at a re
ception on Saturday, January 23, at 
1160 W est Grand.

The a ffa ir w i l l  include an Ita lia n  
spaghetti and w ine dinner given 
by the comrades o f the local I ta l
ian Socialist Federation.

County M eeting Records 
Progress

Progress in the Chicago Social
is t movement was noted a t a coun
ty  delegate and membership meet
ing held last week in  tha t city.

I t  was reported tha t the county 
offices had been moved to larger 
quarters a t 35 South Dearborn and 
tha t a fu ll tim e county lite ra tu re  
agent had been appointed.

The Clarence Senior Testim onial 
and Farew ell D inner was reported 
to have been “ a success from  every 
po in t of view.”  Over $600 was 
raised fo r the Senior Purse.

On the trade union fie ld  ad
vances have been pa rticu la rly ' 
marked, Socialist P arty  members 
took the lead in  securing a vote of 
censure by the no rm ally  conserva
tive  Chicago Federation of Labor

against its  delegate, who support
ed reactionary measures at the 
Tampa A. F. of L. convention.

I t  was announced tha t hereafter 
’a ll Socialist trade unionists are to 
hold m onth ly meetings, and organ
ize  Socialist Leagues where two or 
-more P arty  members belong to the 
same union.

The county centra l committee 
upheld the expulsion of Kruhe, a 
S ta lin is t “ borer from  w ith in ,”  who 
recently had a le tte r prin ted in  the 
D a ily  W orker, fo r breach of P arty  
discipline. H is “ appeal”  consisted 
of a denunciation of "T ro tsky ism .”

The m eeting closed w ith  a dis- 
jcussion of the national executive 
committee decisions, which were 
reported on by Roy Burt, new na
tional secretary.

A p p e a l Association Meets
_.The Socialist Appeal Associa
tion, -organized to boost the So
c ia lis t Appeal and popularize its  
principles, met here to discuss a 
program fo r the Socialist P arty 
which appears in  the current issue.

A1 Glotzer reported fo r the Asso
cia tion action committee on the 
program, a fte r which Melos Most 
spoke on the decisions of the So
c ia lis t P arty  national execcutive 

-committee meeting. A  live ly  dis
cussion followed.

F.L. Governor Erber Speaks 
Runs Out On At Chicago On 
Labor Demann Spanish War

M INNEAPO LIS, Dec. 19.— Sev
eral weeks ago, the M iinneapolis 
Central Labor Union passed a 
reso lution opposing the calling of 
a lame duck session of the legisla
ture, and no tify ing  Governor H ja l- 
mar Peterson of th is  decision. The

.CHICAGO.—A mass meeting to 
greet E rnest Erber, na tional cha ir
man of the Young People’s So
c ia lis t League recently returned 
from  Barcelona, who w il l  speak 
on “ W hat I  Saw in  Spain”  w ill 
be held here on January 7 at

recent state convention of the 
W orkers A lliance of Minnesota 
also took th is  same position. 

SOCIALIST W ARNING VER IF IED  

The Socialist P arty  in  the last 
election, w h ile  g iv ing c r it ic a l s u ^  
port to the Farm er-Labor ticke t, 
warned the workers against ju s t 
such tricks  as the Governor is 
p laying now. “ In  view  o f the pro
gram and record of the Farmer- 
Labor Party ,”  we said, “ we urge 
the greatest amount of vig ilance 
In com pelling these o ffic ia ls  to 
carry ou t th e ir  election pledge 
fo r . . , the 
legislation.”

3206 W ilton  Avenue.
The meeting w ill be of special 

in terest to Chicago workers be
cause  of E rber’s reputation as a 
keen observer, his unusual experi
ences in  Spain, and the fac t tha t 
,he had an access to the d iffe rent 
■working-class organizations there.

Local Cook County of the So
c ia lis t Party, which is sponsoring 
the meeting, intends to make i t  a 
demonstration of more than ju s t 
m oral support fo r the embattled 
workers o f Spain. “ A t  th is  meet
in g ,”  county secretary A rth u r G. 
McDowell reported, “ funds w il l  be 
raised fo r  transm ission d irec tly  in  
•bs^napi« o f 30) e Socialist P arty  

o f  soqisit | j ) r  buying arms and supplies fo r 
tike Spanish workers.”

"Sit-Down” 
E p id em ic  
Hits Toledo
Dismissal o f 4,000 On 

W FA  Brings 
Quick Reply

By Lou Sherman
TOLEDO. —  The sit-down 

e p i d e m i c  has hit Toledo. 
First it was the 1500 glass 
worers who a re  holding 
down the Libby-Owens-Ford 
plant in Rossford, near here.

Now the Lucas County 
Workers Alliance members 
are making preparations for 
squatting at WPA headquar
ters, vowed not to leave until 
Workers’ Alliance demands 
are met.

The sit-down is in  answer to the 
move of W P A  offic ia ls  in  W ashing
ton who have announced tha t the 
4000 W PA workers scheduled to 
s ta rt w ork im m ediate ly on a num
ber of projects m ust continue to go 
jobless because—the conservation 
departm ent m ust survey the p ro j
ects fo r  wild-game l i fe !

The s tup id ity  of the maneuver 
was apparent to even the News- 
Bee, local pro-Adm in istra tion sheet. 
The News-Bee scored the Adm in
is tra tion  fo r placing wild-game life  
ahead of human life .

ORGANIZED ACTION
Aroused by the sabotage, the 

W orkers A lliance called an emer
gency meeting, voted fo r the sit- 
down. A fte r they make them 
selves a t home in  the adm in istra
tion  bu ild ing, telegrams w il l  be dis
patched to Hopkins and Roosevelt, 
demanding immediate action in 
s ta rting  the project. Support of or
ganized labor and libera ls is being 
mobilized.

The sit-down proposal is the 
la test t i l t  in  the battle  of the Lucas 
County W orkers A lliance vs. the 
W PA A dm in is tra tion. The W PA 
scored in  the f irs t  round w ith  a 
mass lay-off of 4000 workers before 
Christmas.

Coming out strong in the sec
ond round, the W orkers A lliance 
threw  a picket-line around W PA 
headquarters, demanding re instate
ment of la id-off workers. Calling 
themselves “ F ro ject 403”  (403 is 
the lay-off s lip ), the p icket line 
wrapped itse lf around the bu ild
ing and forced W PA o ffic ia ls  to 
go to w ork between signs which 
read, “ We voted fo r Roosevelt; 
We got Landon’s Program”  and 
“ A  Christinas present from  the 
W PA—4000 layoffs.”

THE FICKERT-MOONEY
REINCARNATIONCOLLECTIVE INSECURITY

W hile  i t  is like ly  they w il l  be 
forced to support the Oxford 
Pledge now as they did last year, 
for fear of u tte r isolation from  
the anti-war forces, there is a 
strong possib ility  tha t an attem pt 
w ill be made to emasculate its 
effect by a “ supporting”  resolu
tion  ca lling fo r so-called "co llec
tive  security.”

This w ill be b itte r ly  combatted 
by th is  year’s strong bloc of 
Young Socialist delegates, true  to 
the Socialist trad itions of 1917 
when the P arty  refused to be 
taken in by ta lk  of a war “ fo r 
democracy”  and " to  end war.”

The Young Socialists, however, 
while opposing these maneuvers 
against the present ASU position, 
would like  to see the la tte r 
changed. This change they state 
in  a mimeographed declaration, 
must be accomplished by discus
sion among the membership, of 
which very l i t t le  took place p rio r 
to the convention. For tha t rea
son they are not advocating a 
m echanically imposed change at 
the convention, but w ill ask for 
more adequate pre-convention dis
cussion in  the fu ture , a t which 
they w il l  f ig h t fo r th e ir  position.

STRIKE M ILITANCY
In addition to the war and labor 

questions, which possibly may not 
even reach the floor, other con
trovers ia l issues w ill he the ques
tion  of mass action vs. lobbying 
tactics fo r  the Am erican Youth 
Act, an omnibus Youth b ill fo r 
student aid and w ork  re lie f, and 
the character of the annual Great 
Student S trike  against W ar. Last 
year th is  “ dress rehearsal fo r 
w hat we w il l  do i f  war comes”  
was deprived of some of its  m ili
tancy by instances o f collobora- 
tion  w ith  the school adm in is tra
tion  and W ilsonian w ar slogans 
such as “ Stop the Aggressor.”  The 
lack of a clear line  on whether 
the ASU wag “ For Peace,”  i.e., 
fo r the status quo w hich m ust 
inev itab ly  lead to another war, 
or genuinely and m iltta n tly  
against im p eria lis t w ar weakened 
the s tr ike  in  some localities.

The broader question o f w h«t 
place program m atic positions such 
as the one on war can have in  a 
united fro n t organization, w i l l  be 
raised by the Young Socialists In 
discussion« among the member
ship.

the Berkeley Yipsels we w ant to 
pat them  on toe back to r the tine  
job they have been doing tn Bell
ing Labor A ction  and m obiliz ing 
support fo r  i t .  .

A  Story W ith  A  M oral - - Earl W arren
By M A R C  F. C H L E M E N S

Borne out of the past, 1916, through the portals of 
memory bolstered by newspaper files, comes the story of 
the man and labor leader, Tom Mooney, who San Fran
cisco’s then D is tr ic t A tto rney —  ------- -----------------------------— —---------
F icke rt attem pted to use as a 
po litica l stepping stone. This 
proved a stepping stone fo r Mr. 
F icke rt a lr igh t— a stepping down 
stone.

From  a leading figure po litica l- 
ly  and socially, u n til he wanton
ly  and de liberate ly trop upon 
the soul of labor, to the present 
day and tim e, Mr. F ieke rt’s back
ground and h is to ry  reads like  a 
H ora tio  A lger book in  reverse.

1916-1936, 20 years; a score of 
years ago, M r. F icke rt stood 
upon an ambitious pedestal. As 
he la te r showed, w ith  fee t of 
clay— clay o f selfishness and 
self-advancement a t the cost of 
life  and happiness of those very 
persons responsible in  large part 
fo r his atta inm ent of the D is tr ic t 
A tto rneyship of San Francisco.

And in  1916 he was regarded, 
and not w ithou t reason, as poten
t ia l gubernatoria l tim ber. H is 
was the governorship of the State 
of Californ ia, i f  he had only kept 
his po litica l nose clean.

F ickert’s D o w n fa ll
This a rtic le  is no t aimed as an 

attaek upon M r. F ickert, but i t  
w i l l  be necessary to delve Into 
his lack of forthrightness and 
personally weak resistance to the 
po litica l business element tha t 
would, I f  i t  could, always hold 
labor in  subjection.

B ut M r. F icke rt’s po litica l ele
va to r w ent down, and even most 
o f h is closest allies, know ing tha t 
be was washed up by his re len t
less and v ind ica tive  attacks upon 
Tom  Mooney and Labor, began 
edging away from  h im  a t the 
tim e.

F o r the past ten years o r long
er, i t  is re liab ly  reported, the one 
tim e D is tr ic t A tto rney  of San 
Francisco, has been liv in g  on the 
"c h a rity ”  o f “ friends,”  who f t  Is 
said in  tu rn , gave M m  money to 
stay away from  them. This m ight 
not be a bribe, th a t they wouldn’t  
be semi w ith  him . A lthough I t  
m igh t be in terpre ted as one 
would pay insurance against con
tac t w ith  a plague.

18 »  story ef Ftek-

e rt of today, 1936, 20 years after 
his persecution - prosecution of 
Tom Mooney, as m erely a bulb
ous nosed, drunken bum who 
sometimes makes a cheap hotel, 
but o rd in a rily  hangs out in  flop 
houses, is en tire ly  true or not, i t  

{ seems su ffic ien t to observe,
There is i t  seems a suspicion 

there m ust be fire  where there Is 
smoke. Also, tha t i t  doesn’t  pay 
to  t ry  to take Labor fo r a ride 
w ith  a D is tr ic t A tto rney fo r a 
Chauffeur.

F ickert and W a rre n
Of course there is no compari

son between M r. F icke rt and Mr. 
W arren—much.

I t  is a peculiar th ing  though, 
tha t in 1936, Mr. E arl W arren 
is the D is tr ic t A tto rney of 
another hay c ity, Oakland, Cali
forn ia. And, fu rthe r, i t  is on ly a 
coincidence th a t Mr. W arren is 
also p o litica lly  ambitious.

There Is i t  seems a suspirion 
entertained in  the minds of a 
great many th in k in g  people who 
vote tha t here is an unusual fe l
low who has shown an aptitude 
fo r obtain ing convictions in  
cases, although and s im i
la r cases in  Oakland and else
where have been throw n out of 
court or dismissed fo r lack of 
evidence. I t  m igh t be entire
ly  fa ir  to  state, th a t some of 
these people harbored the 
quaint notion th a t M r. W arren 
may have a “ very hypnotic ef
fec t”  upon the judge try in g  his 
oases.

Others have been reported as 
fee ling th a t I f  M r. W arren had 
placed a certa in judge on the 
bench, through his efforts, I t  
would be no more than “ r ig h t”  
tha t the judge should make 
known his “ gra titude.”  

Strang« Coincidence
I t  Is m erely an additional oo- 

lncldenee, th a t Mr. W arren 
should also be a leading figu re  
p o lit ic a lly  and socially. And, 
tu t  tu t, the fac t rea lly  shouldn’t  
be considered, th a t M r. W arren 
Is also «going thi

of the State of C a lifo rn ia  As 
to HIS looking through f ii in itu re  
catalogues, to better fam ilia rize  
h im self w ith  w hat w i l l  be the 
r ig h t size desk to rest his feet 
on in  the governor’s office, th is 
is due, undoubtedly, to mere 
curiosity.

Far be i t  from  the w rite r of 
th is  a rtic le  to say tha t w hat has 
been enacted before (1916), is 
being reenacted (1936 style). 
Ne ither would the w rite r say 
tha t M r. W . is an understudy 
to Mr. F., but------ .

I t  is an uncommon th ing, th is 
memory business, like the ele
phant labor doesn't forget. 1916- 
1936 and 1936-1956. There is a 
funny th ing. There is exactly a 
score of years represented in 
the in te rim  of both of those 
figures. And th is  a rtic le  was 
not planned to be a horoscope, 
but i t  m igh t be of in te rest to 
know whether in  1956 somebody 
in Oakland w ill ask, “ Who is 
tha t strange looking b ird  going 
down the street, who looks like  
he’d contracted swingingdoor- 
itus?”  And then, the other per
son would answer, “ W ell, th a t’s 
a fe llow  by the name of W arren. 
Used to do some d is tr ic t at- 
torneying about these parts 
about 20 years ago.”

Stepping Stone— D ow n
The person who answered, 

may have been In a rem in is
cent mood , when he added, 
“ Yes sir, i t ’s the way the world 
has always been. W hat you put 
in to  It, you get out o f it .  As 

you sow, so sha ll ye reap. That 
fe llow , you were asking me 
about, a t one tim e had a good 
chance of being the Governor 
of the State of Californ ia , but 
he tr ied  to use the soul of labor 
fo r  a stepping stone.”

” A  stepping stone?” , his ques
tione r asked.

“ Yes.”  And there was a 
strange laugh. “ A  stepping stone 
a lr igh t,— stepping down.”

I t  Is p re tty  w e ll conceded th a t 
I f  Mr. W arren wishes to seal his 
po litica l doom, a ll he has to do 
la to lis ten  to the Lo re le i ca ll of 
“ certa in ”  ship owners and pa rty  
leaders: and continue his am bi
tion-blinded course in  the prose- 
g&tkm «£ mea without evidence

The Action Army
By FRANK STERN ;

Until this morning we were scared that there wouldn’t 
be any material for a column because all our boosters were 
hanging around the fireplace waiting for Kris Kringle to 
come down with his whiskers full of soot and his bag full 
of goodies. We think that all that did come down the 
chimney was a cold draft because the Action Army boys 
were rudely reminded of their revolutionary duty and got 
to work.

B ut the th ing  tha t warmed thess 
cockles of our heart almost as 
much as the subs and contribu
tions in  the m orn ing m ail was the 
batch o f le tte rs protesting the 
vicious slanders o f the business 
manager which the ed ito r (?) put 
in to the ed ito ria l column last week 
under the heading “ congratula
tions?”  Keep the protests and 
subs ro llin g  in comrades. But 
concentrate on the subs.

Heading the list this week is 
that plugging comrade down Los 
Angeles way, Ernest Peri, whose 
half dozen subs get him another 
weekly first prize and puts him 
in first place for the monthly 
prize of Trotsky's “ History of 
the Russian Revolution” with a 
total of 34 subs for the month. 
With only three more days to 
go it looks like Ernie has the 
prize in the bag, but who knows 
what may happen.

S tarting  January f irs t  a brand 
new com petition starts w ith  the 
same prizes being given. E very
body is e lig ible w ith  the excep
tion  of the Labor A ction  staff. 
W inners of m onth ly  prizes cannot 
repeat hut are elig ib le fo r weekly 
prizes. S ta rt the new year r ig h t 
by enro lling in  the Action  Army.

Apropos (notice the fancy 
language) of our appeal for 
Xmas gifts for Labor Action 
comes a letter and sub from 
Joe Brinocar of Springfield, Illi
nois, with the following com
ment: “ It is not from any
Christmas spirit on my part that 
I am enclosing a sub for Labor 
Action— but only because I like 
the paper.”

E rnie Norback of San Francisco 
who is running around In a daze 
getting the new headquarters 
ready fo r the New Year’s Eve 
housewarming and dance at the 
new pa rty  headquarters, snapped 
out of i t  long enough to drop in to 
the office w ith  a brace of subs, 
and E a rl Chester of the Frisco 
Yipsels who runs an upsy-downsy 
in  a downtown office bu ild ing took 
tim e o ff during his lunch hour to 
do the same.

Ben Maxon who is here on a 
v is it  from  Los Angeles mixed duty 
w ith  pleasure and earned the 
r ig h t to get in to  the honor ro ll of 
the Action  Arm y.

From  Vancouver, B.C. comes an 
order fo r a weekly bundle (w ith  
cash paid in  advance by A1 Fer
guson) w ith  the comment tha t 
“ yours is the one revo lu tionary 
paper in  a w e lte r of reform ism .”  

And John Enestvedt formerly 
of Brookwood writes from Sa- 
ored Heart, Minnesota, “The 
paper is swell, I just can’t miss 
any issues.” Thanks John—  
we’ll see that you don’t.

Also heard from  th is  week are 
Ches. Johnson o f Minneapolis, A. 
Schreiber of D e tro it, F rank Mo-

SO CIALIST YO U TH
The Minneapolis Y.P.S.L, is get

t ing  in to mass work. A  large 
group of comrades are a t present 
active in the M inneapolis trade 
union movement. Recently, one of 
our comrades was involved in  a 
sit-down s trike  in  a local garment 
factory which was won in  short 
order. O ther Yipsels are active in 
the Stenographer’s Union, the 
Soda and Beverage Dispenser’s 
Union, the Federal W orker’s Sec
tion  o f Local No. 544, etc. The 
C ircle is pu tting  on a subscrip
tio n  drive  fo r LABO R ACTION 
and expects to go over the top in  
short order.

The Minneapolis C ircle of the 
Y.F.S.L. meets every Tuesday eve
ning a t 8 p. m. at 631 3rd Avenue 
South. Open meetings take place 
on the las t Tuesday o f each 
month. The Y.P.S.L. study class 
in  the h is to ry  of the Three In 
ternationals takes place every Sun
day evening a t the same address 
at 8 p. m.

The St. Paul C ircle of the 
Y.P.S.L. meets every Wednesday 
evening a t 147 W. 5th St., St. 
Paul.

against them.
I t  is common ta lk  In the 

street, tha t there may be a re 
call against W arren, thereby 
keeping three innocent men; 
F rank J. Conner, E a rl K in g  and 
Ernest C. Ramsay from  being 
sucked in to  a le tha l po litica l 
machine, where they may be 
k illed , In order to satiate one 
“ man’s”  p o litica l gloatings.

Just Off the Press
T H E  M O S C O W  T R IA L

By Max Schactman 
Prioe 26 Cents

MODERN BOOK SHOP 
116i/2 West 9th St. 
Los Angeles, Caiif.

Clelland of W ebster Groves, Mo., 
B ink ley of Cobb, Calif., Jean Rudd 
of Denver, and Norm an Thomas of 
New York.

We’d like to see more of the 
western branches and locals 
coming through with bundle 
orders. Though the response so 
far has been gratifying there 
are still many locals in the 
west who are not doing their 
part to build Labor Action. Your 
credit is good comrades. Just 
send us a post-card telling us 
how many papers you can use, 
and we’ll ship them to you.

(Continued from  Page 1) 
tha t the release bore a date almost 
a week old (2 days before the sit- 
in  began) and had since been con
trad icted by the adm in is tra tion ’s 
own actions!

On another occasion Charles 
M iner, local W P A  deputy admin
is tra to r, spoke to the demonstra
tors saying tha t “ a ll in  need w ill 
be cared fo r.”  W hen questions 
from  the flo o r made him  adm it th a t 
th is was a “ supposition”  and not 
a promise, Foley im m ediate ly rose 
and declared, “ I  w ant to po in t out 
the constructive features o f M r. 
M iner’s ta lk .”

AGREEMENT VIOLATED
The m atter of w hat to do in  

case of expulsion of the corridor 
guard was also an im portan t one 
in the sit-in, which was, accord
ing to the steering committee i t  
self, a demonstration of m ilita n t 
tactics ra the r than a strike . Gib
bons favored ha-viac the  «orrJAOI 
guard seat themselves on the floor 
and force the police to ca rry  them 
out i f  necessary. Foley proposed 
th e ir w a lk ing  out “ in  d ign ified 
fashion.”  A , compromise was ' f in 
a lly  reached, and a w ritte n  agree
ment drawn up, th a t the m a jo rity  
should w a lk  out bu t a few rem ain 
at the door and refuse to leave of 
the ir own w ill.

Foley im m ediate ly proceeded to 
vio late the agreement he h im self 
had signed, by secretly sending ou t 
instructions to his friends tha t pact 
should be disregarded.

Branches and members of the 
Socialist P arty  and Young People’s 
Socialist League were active in  
p icket duty, fund-raising, and other 
w ork  fo r the sit-in.

The f irs t  and only w ork  on 
the sensational tr ia l of Z in
oviev, Kamenev and the fou r
teen others who were executed 
fo r p lo tting  the assassination 
of Soviet leaders.

I t  is  a thorough review of 
the tr ia l, its  background and 
significance w ritte n  by the 
noted revo lu tionary jou rna lis t 
and ed itor of T ro tsky ’s W orks. 
I t  contains a detailed analysis 
of the rea l faots in  the t r ia l 
and provides concrete proof of 
how and why the frame-up 
was arranged.

144 Pages
Cloth $1.00 Paper 25o

PIONEER PUBLISHERS,
100 F ifth  Ave., New Y ork  City.

Please send me .......  copies
o f “ Behind the Moscow T ria l,”

fo r  which $_____  is enclosed.

N a m e __________ __ __________ —-

Address ___   —

G ity __________________________

Stato ..... -  . 1,11.111.,I t~ ••

WPA Is Hit 
By "Sit-In” 
At Chicago

And you Action  A rm y members 
s ta rt the new year r ig h t by doub
ling  the score on subscribers to 
Labor Action. L e t’s go fo r a 
rea l revo lu tionary upsurge in 1937.
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The Notebook of an Agitator
Four Days th a t Shook the W a te rfro n t— The Sailors’ 

U nion C aptured— T h ey  H aven ’t G ot the  
R ight Color Y e t.

, The four days beginning on the afternoon of Thurs
day, the day before Christmas, and ending abruptly on 
the afternoon of Monday, December 28th— S.U.P. time—  
deserve to go down in the history of San Francisco along
side the famous earthquake. And as the earthquake is 
never mentioned by native sons without a certain embar
rassment, so it is very likely that the sailors who sail the 
ships will not want to talk about what happened on De
cember 24th.

For on tha t date the sailors whose 
sail the sailors— in  other words 
the w a te rfron t “ frac tion ”  of the 
Communist P arty— “ captured”  the 
Sailors’ Union o f the Pacific. And 
tha t was a boat ride the o ff shore 
sailors w ill not soon forge t and 
w ill never want to ta lk  about. To 
be sure i t  on ly lasted fo r four 
days. But many a rugged sea
man, who has sailed w indjam m ers 
and kept his sp irits  up and sung 
a m erry song through perilous 
seas and hurricanes galore, grew 
sick and fa in t on the voyage. 
They quaked w ith  fear and never 
smiled u n til the look-out sighted 
land, two points o ff the starboard 
bow. The famous im aginative pic
ture of Christopher Columbus and 
his hardy crew, kneeling in 
thanksgiv ing fo r a safe a rriva l 
a fte r storms at sea, would not do 
justice  to the ju b ila n t feelings of 
the west coast sailors Monday af
ternoon when they walked down 
the gang plank, o ff the C.P. ship 
and safe a t last. The ship is 
moored fast to the dock, hatches 
battened and gear squared up, and 
a ll hands accounted for. So now 
the story can be told.

Athletes Need  
Practice

I t  happened th is  way. A ll ath
letes must keep in  tra in ing , and 
the Communist Party, which holds 
the all-tim e record fo r capturing 
and w recking unions, is, in  a way, 
am athlete. A  prize-fighter, as 
tKey say, has to get a f ig h t under 
his be lt every now and then o r 
he goes stale, and the S ta lin ite  
pa rty  has to “ take over”  a union 
every so often in  order to keep in 
shape to fu l f i l l  its  historic-m ission. 
They marked “ next”  a fte r the 
name o f the Sailors’ Union of the 
P acific  sometime ago, and have 
been reconnoitering, or “ casing,”  
the job ever since.

Three th ings stood in  th e ir way: 
(1) The conservative class-col
labora tion is t policies o f , the so- 
called communists do not square 
■with the m ilita n t trad itions and 
sentiments o f the sailors; (2) the 
rank and f ile  d o n 't "want to be 
"captured” ; (3) the leaders of 
the union know w hat the score 
is and do not w ant any part of 

*C»P. po licy or C.P. “ contro l.”
“ ’Last week the a th le tic  com- 

m isars decided to hurdle a ll these 
¡ Obstacles in  one leap. A  special 

com bination of circumstances 
arose which seemed to present the 
opportun ity. Some o f the special 

(•circumstances were accidental. 
The others were created, or, to 
speak pla iner English, framed. 

•Th ings happened rap id ly  and 
ra the r hectica lly, and some o f the 
sailors, like  rescued v ic tim s o f a 
ship-wreck, are s t i l l  a l i t t le  dizzy 
and hazy In th e ir  recollections. 
B ut here is about the way the 
story they te ll pieces together:

The Sailors’
A greem ent

H a rry  Lundeberg, Secretary of 
the Sailors’ Union, negotiated an 
agreement w ith  the shipowners 
fo r submission to the membership. 
There was nothing wrong about 
tha t; i t  has been the practice of 
a ll the unions in  the M aritim e 
Federation to negotiate separ
a te ly ; three other unions were 
actua lly  negotiating at the same 
tim e. The so lida rity  ob ligation of 
the Federation is fo r no union to 
sign an agreement u n til a settle
m ent is made w ith  all.

There was nothing w rong about 
the agreement, either. I t  secured 
concessions which the people who 
wanted to s ta ll o ff, postpone and 
f in a lly  prevent the s trike— and 
they were not Lundeberg and his 
friends— never dreamed of getting 
when they were denouncing the 
sailors as "s tr ike  crazy”  and “ the 
obstacle to settlem ent.”  As a 
m atter of fac t the agreement ne
gotiated by Lundeberg contains 
the best and clearest provisions 
fo r  union recognition and contro l 
o f h ir in g  ever put on paper, and 
every in form ed un ion is t knows it.

B ut the Communist Party, which 
opposed and tr ied  to prevent the 
s trike  and fought the m ilita n t 
class struggle line  of Lundeberg, 
couldn’t  get any cred it from  a 
good agreement secured by s trike  
action and negotiated by Lunde
berg. Consequently they launched 
a hue and cry  against it.

That is the rea l reason behind 
a ll th e ir ballyhoo o f the past 
week. They put insinuations in to  
c ircu la tion  about “ one-man nego
tia tio ns ”  and broadcast the in 
famous lie  tha t the Sailors were 
planning to make a separate set- 
telement, although the union had 
made a public statem ent tha t i t  
would not sign any agreement un
t i l  a ll the unions had negotiated 
satisfactory settlements.

The sailors, who are too w e ll 
known fo r th e ir  patience and good 
natured tolerance, f in a lly  got mad 
and pu t ou t a bu lle tin  in  rep ly  
to  the slanders. This famous 
"B u lle tin  No. 32”  stated the facts 

' f a  fo r th r ig h t language and ‘ ex

pressed the true sentiments of the 
sea-going sailors. That put the 
fa t in  the fire . W hat’s this? 
These damn sailors are beginning 
to ta lk  back! Don’t  they know 
the “ pa rty ”  has a monopoly of 
the pub lic ity  business? H e ll began 
to pop in earnest. The frame-up 
machine went in to  action and the 
stage was set fo r the “ ra id ”  on 
the Sailors’ Union.

W hat was the game? The game 
was to represent the sailors as 
s trike  breakers in  a deal w ith  
the bosses and to fram e Lunde
berg as a betrayer of the workers’ 
trust. That was the d ir ty  game, 
no less. And fo r th is  nefarious 
business the trus tw orthy  San 
Francisco Chronicle, which has 
dealt the . sailors many a blow 
below the be lt in  the past, was 
pressed in to  service again.
The Fram ed  
H ead line  .

The Chronicle was "accident
a lly ”  supplied a copy o f the sail
ors’ bu lle tin. Then i t  came our 
in  its  f irs t  edition early in  the 
evening of December 23 w ith  the 
screaming headline: “ LU N D E 
BERG FOLLOW ERS JO IN  SHIP
OWNERS IN  A T TA C K  ON
BRIDGES.”

That Chronicle headline was not 
an honest headline w ritte n  by a 
disinterested ed itor honestly report
ing the news. The Chronicle head
line  was fram ed! I t  was framed 
to put Lundeberg and the sailors 
in  a false lig h t before the w ork
ers, create dem oralization in the ir 
ranks and prepare the way for 
the “ ra id ”  on the sailors union. 
Lundeberg was out of town—on 
a tra in  to the northern ports to 
report to the membership. The 
“ pa rty  frac tion ”  was mobilized. A  
special m eeting of the Sailors’ 
Union was hastily  engineered in  
an atmosphere of panic. An at
torney, who is as handy in  a 
union as a sa ilor in a law office, 
misrepresented the position o f the 
absent Lundeberg. The m ilitan ts  
were caught o ff guard, disorgan
ized and th row n  in to  confusion. 
The Union  
“ C aptured”

By four o’clock of the a fte r
noon o f December 24 the fo llow 
ing results emerged to confront 
the groggy sailors: “ B u lle tin  No. 
32”  had been repudiated; a reso
lu tion  had been adopted in which 
the proud Sailors’ Union o f the 
Pacific  hum bly apologized fo r 
answering the slanders . against 
i t ;  and a new pub lic ity  com m it
tee had been elected to convey to 
the world a t large the excuses of 
the sailors fo r liv ing . I t  was a 
fie ld  day fo r the dry-land sailors, 
the m eddling lawyers and the 
fram ers of crooked headlines. The 
Sailors’ Union of the Pacific had 
been “ captured.”

And i t  remained captured for 
fou r days—four days th a t . shook 
the w a te rfron t and brought the 
noses of the hum iliated m ilitan ts  
down to th e ir knees in  a sort of 
circle. The new “ pub lic ity  com
m ittee”  began issuing press re
leases and bulletins, apologizing 
on behalf of the Sailors’ Union to 
a ll and sundry and rubbing i t  in 
on the chagrined and embarrassed 
m ilitan ts  who b u ilt the union in 
b itte r struggles and love i t  as 
the ir life . The fog hung heavy 
over the embarcadero. As one 
old-tim er expressed i t :  “ The Sail
ors’ Union was lower than a 
whale’s be lly.”
T h e  Fog Clears

B ut the sun is persistent, and 
along about Sunday afternoon the 
fog began to clear. One m ilita n t 
a fte r another began to come to, 
and to ask: "W ha t happened?
W here am I? ”  That was a bad 
sign fo r the people who had s lip 
ped them the M ickey Finns. 
Lundeberg came back to town 
roaring  like  a bu ll about the d ir ty  
tricks  played in  his absence and 
the m isrepresentation of his posi
tion. The fram ed Chronicle head
line  began to appear in  its  true 
lig h t and purpose. The hour fo r 
the regu lar Monday afternoon 
meeting drew near—and w ith  i t  
the reckoning.

When the m inutes of the special 
meeting w ith  th e ir shameful rec
ord were read a t the regular 
meeting, Lundeberg took the floo r 
to present a resolution. I t  car
ried the signatures of about 80 
union members whose names are 
the m ilita n t banner of the union. 
Lundeberg spoke. Others followed 
him. The organized “ booing sejuad”  
of the Communist P arty  was s il
ent—the sailors, sobered up and 
on th e ir guard, were in  no mood 
fo r monkey business.

Then the vote. Lundeberg’s 
resolution was carried w ith  a 
m ighty roar. The opposition—  
who had been in  “ con tro l”  o f the 
union fo r  fou r days—mustered 
on ly  96 votes ou t of more than 
1,000 present. The proceedings of 
the special m eeting were declared, 
n u ll and void. The new 4-day

The Capitalist Conspiracy 
Against Spanish Workers

The British  -  French Scheme to Dismember the Country
By ALFREDO ROJAS

Para lyzingly cold weather has 
settled down on the high plateau 
on which M adrid is perched and, 
coupled w ith  the strengthened de
fenses of the capita l city, w ill 
slow down m ilita ry  operations. 
Even w ith  steadily increasing 
numbers of German and Ita lian  
troops, General Franco may not 
launch a decisive assault u n til 
the Spring.

The real and most pressing 
danger to the anti-fascist cause 
now comes from  the European 
chancelleries and the ir allies be
hind the anti-fascist lines. Nor 
is the most pressing danger now 
coming from  Germany and Ita ly .

A  fa r more im mediate danger 
is the British-French scheme fo r 
in te rven tion  “ to end the blood
shed.”  The uno ffic ia l but tho r
oughly au thorita tive  spokesman 
fo r the B ritish  F’oreign Office, 
“ Augur,”  w r itin g  in the New York 
Times of December 17, states rfia t 
“ The dust raised by the B ritish  
constitu tional crisis has served to 
hide from  the world the outstand
ing fact tha t the Anglo-French 
Entente has now become some
th ing  more than a mere u n w rit
ten agreement to cooperate,”  and 
tha t the Entente is “ immensely 
s tim ulated”  because the United 
States "approves the ir proposal 
to intervene as mediators in 
Spain.”

“ Augur”  reveals tha t “ the B r it
ish have been w ork ing to pro
mote local arm istices between the 
Rebels and Loyalists. The offer 
of the Basque regional govern
ment a t Bilbao to conclude a 
Christmas arm istice was d irec tly  
due to discreet in tervention by 
B ritish  agents who hope th is may 
lead to a complete suspension of 
hostilities .”

“ The French,”  adds “ Augur,” 
are “ exercising s im ila r influence 
in  Barcelona, where the ir success 
is less marked because the de
sires of President Luis Companys 
of the Catalan Generalidad to end 
the bloodshed have been over
awed by the Communists and 
anarchists.”

Im peria lis t Scheme To  
Dism em bér Spain

Behind “ A ugur’s”  discreet words 
lies a bold and ruthless im peria l
ist scheme fo r dismembering 
Spain. The Anglo-French Entente 
plan, a fte r securing the agreement 
of Germany and Ita ly , is to force 
an arm istice in  Spain. The arm 
istice would be followed by a 
plebiscite, ostensibly to determine 
the w ill of the Spaniards, but ac
tua lly  designed to .preserve the 
status quo. Thus, the Franco 
regime would be le ft in  contro l 
of the te rrito ries  i t  now holds by 
m ilita ry  force, w h ile the rest of 
Spain would be divided up be
tween a Basque cap ita lis t repub
lic — separated geographically from  
the east coast—and another re
public com prising Valencia and 
Catalonia. Both the French-Eng- 
lish-German-Italian bloc and the 
Franco regime would be prepared 
to overawe any attem pts of the 
Mediterranean and Basque w ork
ers to go forw ard to complete the 
social revolution.

A  week ago the Anglo French 
proposal may have seemed fu tile , 
since Ita ly  and Germany had 
committed themselves o ffic ia lly  
to Franco. But the Anglo-French 
scheme “ saved face”  fo r the Italo- 
German bloc by leaving Franco 
w ith  part of Spain in  his grip. 
In the face of the firm

“ pub lic ity  com m ittee’ was fired. 
“ B u lle tin  No. 32”  reaffirm ed. The 
union was “ uncaptured,”  the real 
m ilitan ts  were back at the helm 
and the surroundings began once 
more to appear the same to the 
sailors who had ju s t returned 
from  w ild  and un fam ilia r seas 
which they had never wanted to 
sail in  the f irs t  place.
W h a t of the  
Future?

I t  was a w ild  ride w h ile i t  last
ed. And i t  is a warning to the 
sailors tha t i t  is s t i l l  possible in  
these days to get shanghaied and 
i t  is better to be on guard in  the 
future.

As fo r the 4-day “ pu b lic ity  com
m ittee”  o f the ra id ing  party, they 
deserve a break— at least a quo
ta tion  in  recognition of the ir 
lite ra ry  endeavors. In  the “ W est 
Coast Sailor," B u lle tin  No. 36, 
issued under date of December 28 
—the day they ceased to be—they 
published an overture tha t turned 
out to be a swan song. They 
said: “ We know th a t our efforts 
in the issuance of future s trike  
bu lle tins shall be successful on ly 
to the extent which the rank and 
file  cooperate w ith  us.”

T ha t’s a fine  sentiment, pals. 
But, as the saying goes,

“ W hy w orry  about the future? 
The f ir s t  w ill soon be las t;
The fu tu re  w i l l  soon be present 
And the present w i l l  soon be 

past.”
In  the meantime, I  notice tha t 

the la test number of the M aritim e 
W orker is changed from  arsenical 
green paper to white. They haven’t 
got the r ig h t color yet.

- * jP A

defense of the Spanish workers, 
moreover, both Ita ly  and Germany 
have begun to move toward a 
common fro n t w ith  France and 
England.

Ita ly  and B rita in  w ill soon pub
lish the tex t of an Anglo-Italign 
agreement of common in te rest in 
maintenance o f the te rr ito r ia l 
status quo in  the Mediterranean, 
according to the New Y ork  Times 
of December 19 and 20. Thus 
isolated on th is question, the Ger
man sem i-offic ial “ Diplomatische 
Korrespondenz”  published a state
ment, concilia tory toward Eng
land, conceding the m ain line of 
B rita in ’s policy. The Anglo-French 
scheme is becoming the basis fo r 
im peria lis t in te rven tion  again'st 
the Spanish workers. ' s*

Both the anarcho-syndicalist 
C.N.T., and the M arx is t P.O.U.M. 
have qu ickly recognized tl)e 
ominous significance of the Anglo- 
French proposal, as “ an. e ffo rt to 
strangle the Spanish revo lu tion," 
as the P.O.U.M. b lun tly  termed it. 
But the Spanish libera l-capita lis t 
parties have welcomed the Anglo- 
French proposal, w h ile Caballero’s 
government has accepted i t  in  
princip le, as has the Soviet gov
ernment.
Exploiters T riu m p h  In  
C atalan  Crisis

I t  is in  the lig h t of th is  de. 
veloping im peria lis t scheme for 
strang ling the Spanish workers, 
tha t one m ust evaluate the recept 
m in is te ria l cris is in  Catalonia. Jfs 
“ Augur”  reveals, the President of 
Catalonia, Companys, leader of 
the liberal-capitalists, “ desires”  
“ to end the bloodshed,”  i.e., gees 
eye-to-eye w ith  the Anglo-French 
scheme. No wonder, fo r on ly im 
peria lis t in te rven tion  can prevent 
Catalonia eventually from  becotpr 
ing a socialist state. Only im 
peria lis t in te rven tion  can Wrej 
from  the armed workers
arms. Precisely the rea liza tion ‘1® 
th is  s ituation was behind the 
cap ita lis t counter-revolutionary 
p lot to assassinate the workers’ 
leaders, set up an independent 
state and make peace w ith
Franco, which was uncovered by 
the C.N.T. on November 27, and 
fo r com plic ity  in  which over 100 
leading libe ra l “ anti-fascists”  are 
mow held m Moutouieh Prison,

But as “ Augur”  says, Com
panys is prevented from  fo llow  
ing the French leading-string 
because of the opposition of Com
munists and Anarchists. The
Communists to whom “ Augur”  re
fers are the members of the 
P.O.U.M., who more than any 
other party  or organization have 
critic ized Companys and the capi
ta lis ts  and the im peria lists.

Companys and his associates, 
therefore, have launched a whole 
series o f attacks upon the P.O. 
U.M., hoping tha t i f  th is  smaller 
organization could be weakened 
and isolated, and perhaps eventu
a lly  suppressed altogether, the 
problem of coping w ith  the pow
erfu l C.N.T. would be facilita ted. 
On many questions the C.N.T. has 
followed the lead of the P.O.U.M., 
pa rticu la rly  on the crucia l ques

tion  of refusing to tu rn  over to 
remnants of the m ilita ry  caste the 
decisive contro l over the workers’ 
m ilitias . The C.N.T. also agrees 
w ith  the P.O.U.M. tha t the social 
revo lu tion must be made i f  fas
cism is to be fin a lly  conquered. 
P .O .U .M . O ut of 
C atalan  Governm ent

Various attempts a t pogroms 
against the P.O.U.M. have been 
thwarted, the C.N.T. coming to 
the defense o f the P.O.U.M. 
against the opposition.

F in a lly  came the carefu lly-p lan
ned resignation of Companys’ as
sociate, Prem ier Tarradellas, w ith  
a declaration on December 14 tha t 
he was resigning because he re
fused to accept fu rth e r responsi
b ility  fo r “ the action o f irrespon
sible, uncontrolled groups.”  Many 
thought he was re fe rring  to the 
anarchists. Yet once again Tar
radellas heads the government 
and the anarchists are again 
represented. The real purpose of 
the maneuver was to d iscred it the 
P.O.U.M. by d riv ing  i t  out of the 
government and a t the same tim e 
to . exact from  the anarchists new 
pledges of subordination of fac
to ry  committees, the m ilitias , etc. 
to the au thority  of the Catalan 
government.

The maneuver succeeded. De
spite the ir previous agreement 
w ith  the P.O.U.M. and th e ir ex
coriations o f the righ tis ts , the 
C.N.T. fin a lly  agreed to the ex
clusion of the P.O.U.M. The bait 
to which they f in a lly  succumbed 
was the tu rn ing  over to the 
C.N.T. of the M in is try  of Defense, 
fo rm a lly  in charge of Catalonia’s 
armed troops. But this is only 
the prelude to Company’s attem pt 
to subordinate Catalonia's troops 
to the M adrid general s ta ff and 
thus deprive the C.N.T. of the 
prize fo r which i t  prostitu ted i t 
self.
. The q u e s t i o n  im m ediately 
arises, however: How could the 
bourgeoisie—which on September 
25th faw n ing ly  prostrated itse lf 
before the workers’ organiza
tions, begging on ly fo r m in o rity  
representation in a re-constituted 
cabinet—force the C.N.T. to agree, 
against the w ill o f the C.N.T, to 
the exclusion of the P.O.U.M? The 
g rsw er is, th a t the righ tis ts  
alone could not. Only the sup
port of the S talin ists and the 
Soviet o ffic ia ls  in  Spain enabled 
them to have th e ir way.
News Suppressed

The Am erican “ D a ily  W orker”  
has suppressed a ll news of the 
counter-revolutionary p lot exposed 
on November 27; has suppressed 
a ll news of the attack against 
the P.O.U.M. made by the Rus
sian Counsul-General Ovseenko on 
Noyember 28th— an attack which, 
calling the P.O.U.M. the usual 
slanderous terms employed by 
Stalinism  against revolutionaries, 
was picked up by the Catalan 
cap ita lis t press, but scotched by 

j the defense of the C.N.T. Fur- 
Itherm ore, the Da ily W orker has 
suppressed a ll reference to the 
th rea t o f Soviet Consul-General 

[Ovseenko tha t a ll Russian aid

would be cut o ff from  Spain i f  
Catalonia granted the demand of 
the C.N.T. and P.O.U.M. fo r  asy
lum to Trotsky.

No wonder tha t the Daily 
W orker keeps silent. For not 
even the brazen S ta lin is t pen- 
prostitutes can find  words to de
fend the reactionary Soviet a l li
ance w ith  the Catalan capitalists 
against the revo lutionary workers.

Even though the C.N.T.—which 
like  a ll anarchist organizations, 
despite its  often-perspicacious pro
le ta rian instincts, lacks a M arx
is t rudder to guide i t  in  the mael
strom —has entered the new Cata
lan government, the Anarchists’ 
fundamental h o s tility  to  the lib 
eral capita lis ts and the frequency 
of the clashes between them, give 
the S talin ists l i t t le  assurance tha t 
they w ill be able to drag the 
C.N.T. along much fu rthe r. This 
is the explanation behind the v i
cious attack on the C.N.T. in  the 
D aily W orker of December 18: 

“ Unable themselves to con
fro n t the workers desiring uni
ty, regardless of the ir po litica l 
a ffilia tio n , those Anarcho-Syn
d ica lis t leaders who have fought 
against a un ified command, cen
tralized discipline, and the 
strengthening of one centra l 
state power to defeat Fascism, 
find the T ro tsky ite  counter-revo
lu tionaries (the P.O.U.M.) valu
able forces to instiga te r ifts  
in  the anti-Fascist fron t.”
Yes, i t  is true tha t the P.O.U.M., 

and fo llow ing  i t  the C.N.T., have 
refused to accept a un ified com
mand and a centralized state 
power—in  the hands o f the cap
ita lis ts ! Instead, they have de
manded a unified command and an 
all-workers government. There are 
only two kinds of states, M arx 
taught us: either the cap ita lis t
state or the workers’ state. Sta
lin ism  has openly avowed the la t
te r fo r Spain!

Responsibility  
O f P .O .U .M .

The P.O.U.M. itse lf m ust also 
bear its  share of responsib ility  
fo r the success of the maneuvers 
of the Catalan bourgeoisie. The 
P.O.U.M.’s m istake in  entering the 
Catalan cabinet on September 26, 
instead of refusing to enter any
th ing  b u t an A fl-W brkers Govern
ment, fac ilita ted  the schemes of 
the capitalists. That the P.O. 
U.M. is excluded from  the present 
government is no great tragedy at 
a ll; the tragedy lies in  the fact 
tha t the P.O.U.M. f irs t  perm itted 
itse lf to rehab ilita te  th is  govern
ment during the last three 
months.

Yet, even though not setting its 
own course, the P.O.U.M. is now 
placed in  the position where i t  
may begin the task of bu ild ing 
the factory and m ilit ia  com m it
tees, un iting  them in  local, re 
gional and national networks, 
b ring ing them together in  a Con
gress of Delegates, and thus 
create the only possible conditions 
under which a ll power can pass 
to the elected representatives of 
the to ilin g  and figh ting  masses.

They Cooked Some Peppery
Dishes f o r  New Year’s Dinner

« -

C rary  T rim b le
I t  is appropriate at this time of year to burst with self-

congratulatory happy thoughts about what we have to be
thankful for in the year just past, and to burble happy
thoughts about the prospects of the SC---------------—

reels too/
splendid New Year facing us. The 
memory of tha t big Christmas din
ner, of the presents, the friends, 
the firesides, causes editors of thg 
cap ita lis t press to w rite  fa t col
umns tha t reek of smugness.

Not being a cap ita lis t editor, I  
can afford to pe rm it my column to 
dwell on the lean and hungry. Of 
course one m ustn’t  be narrow  mind
ed. Somewhere along in  the great 
year 1936, Roosevelt promised tha t 
no one should go hungry. In  fu l
fillm e n t of tha t promise several 
thousand W P A  workers have ju s t 
spent a happy ho liday season ju s t 
gorging themselves on the “ separa
tio n ”  slips; the unsavory Copeland 
Act, only tem porarily  postponed in 
effect, has been set before the sea
men as a New Year’s dish by super
chef Roosevelt; unemployed w ork
ers who have been liv in g  on weekly 
government commissary rations 
have been returned to sweet char
ity  and the glorious memory of a 
basket-full of goodies once a year; 
workers in  the ag ricu ltu ra l indus
t r y  are offered a d ie t o f yellow-dog 
contracts. Yes, we have a ll been 
w e ll fed th is  Christmas.

And now, as we s it around the 
fire , le t ’s thank God we’re not like  
other people. «

L e t’s be g ra te fu l we’re no t in 
Spain where workers are being 
"forced to give up th e ir  security”  
fo r  a bloody c iv il w a r th a t is so 
much more te rrib le  than the kind 
of slaughter t h e i r  im peria lis t 
bosses would have .herded then» 
bite Cyea, we’ve seen the news

reels, too). We live  in  America 
where ag ricu ltu ra l workers are 
gassed and shot down because they 
strike. Isn ’t  the Am erican way 
better I t ’s so much less trouble 
fo r the capita lists!

A ren ’t  you glad you don’t  live  in 
Germany where innocent workers 
are imprisoned, herded in to  concen
tra tio n  camps, denied the r ig h t of 
free speech? How about i t  Tom 
Mooney? And you share-croppers 
in  Arkansas? And you prisoners 
of the Sacramento and Modesto 
frame-ups ?

Isn ’t  i t  nice we have the A m eri
can standard of liv ing? How about 
it, v ic tim s of Salinas? A ren ’t  you 
glad your s trike  was broken in  the 
good old Am erican manner? And 
you, workers of the m erchant ma
rine, aren’t  you g ra te fu l to a gov
ernm ent which subsidizes your 
bosses so they can declare d iv i
dends, lockouts, and things? And 
how about it ,  fe llows in  the auto
mobile industry, aren’t  you glad 
prosperity has come back? Oh, 
haven’t  you heard? W ell, ju s t tu rn  
to the financ ia l page, boys, and 
you’l l  find  your indus try  Is one of 
the more prosperous. T ha t’s why 
bosses can’t  a fford to pay union 
wages—a lo t of people read tha t 
financ ia l page.

And in  th is  ho liday season of 
"peace and good w i l l  toward men”  
aren’t  we glad we’re no t lik e  those 
nasty w a rring  European nations 
w ith  th e ir border fo rtifica tions , 
the ir fire-eating orators, and the ir 
super-treaty armies. A ren ’t  we 
glad our leader. Roosevelt, has

been far-sighted enough to keep our 
arm y and navy a t top strength— 
ju s t in  case? Surely W P A  w ork
ers m ust be gra te fu l tha t the ir sac
rif ic e  (in  order to balance the bud
get) comes before a sacrifice of our 
guarantees of peace?

I ’d better stop w ritin g  or I ’l l  
convince myself. And I ’ve spent 
a ll my space on 1936. I t  is cus
tom ary to issue glow ing predic
tions about the year to come. A ll 
I  can say is, "You a in ’t  seen no
th in ’ y e t ! ”

Union Recognition
Issue In Strikes

W ASHING TO N, D. C.— Compara
tive  figures recently released by 
the Bureau o f Labor S tatistics in 
dicate tha t union recognition and 
the closed shop, ra the r than wage 
and hour demands, have now be
come the most im portan t fac to r in  
Am erican labor struggles.

From  1916 to 1932, 69 per cent 
of a ll s trikes in the country were 
waged on the hour and wages is
sue. In  June 1936, on ly 36.3 per 
cent of the strikes involved hours 
and wages. In  th is  same month, 
51.8 per cent of a ll s trikes were 
based upon the issue of union rec
ognition and the closed shop.

PARTY BRANCHES TAKE NOTE
The D is tr ic t Committee o f the 

YPSL has voted to give organ
iza tional assistance to any So
c ia lis t P arty  branch or local In 
the W estern Federation of the 
Socialist P arty  In bu ild ing circles 
o f the Young People’s Socialist 
League. Communications should 
be addressed to the Youth E d ito r 
o f Labor Action .

The Party At Work
L. A. Socialists Co
operate With Strikers

The regu lar Sunday evening 
Forum of the Los Angeles Central 
Branch of the Socialist P arty  was 
cancelled fo r December 27th in 
order to give fu ll cooperation to 
m aking a success of the m aritim e 
s trike rs ’ mass m eeting held tha t 
evening a t O lympic Aud ito rium  in  
Los Angeles. This action was 
taken by the Branch in  response 
to a request from  the Jo in t S trike 
Committee of San Pedro fo r So
c ia lis t cooperation on the meet
ing.

Glendale Becomes 
Active Again

Comrade David Stevens, organ
izer in Los Angeles, has arranged 
fo r a series of weekly Socialist 
educational meetings to begin 
about January 6th in  Glendale. 
Glendale comrades are arranging 
.for the ha ll and are cooperating 
to lay the basis fo r the develop
ment of a new and active local 
there.

Subjects fo r  the lectures w ill 
be: Spain, Moscow Tria ls, Popu
la r F ront in  France, and War. 
Follow ing the lecture series, a 
class w il l  be formed, and out of 
i t  the nucleus fo r a Socialist Party 
local. Meanwhile, new recruits 
are centering the ir a c tiv ity  on dis
tr ib u tin g  Labor Action  and get
ting  subs. Organization work 
among the unemployed w ill be 
one of the f irs t  projects of new 
members who qualify fo r ' work 
in th is  field.

California Recruits 
For Debs Column

Even before any fo rm al ma
chinery was organized on the west 
coast to take enlistments, appli
cants have already made known 
the ir desire to jo in  forces w ith  
the technical experts, engineers, 
and aviators who w ill become the 
“ Debs Column”  of the In terna
tiona l Brigade to assist the W ork
ers’ M ilit ia  of Spain.

From  Los Angeles comes word 
of two applicants, one a p ilo t and 
the other an engineer who served 
in the W orld  W ar. In San Fran
cisco a member of the YPSL, 
w ith  tra in ing  in chemical technoF 
ogy and some experience in ar
t il le ry  technique, has applied.

New Recruit From 
San Bernardino

An urgent appeal fo r a Socialist 
P arty  organizer to w ork in the 
San Bernardino area was received 
about two weeks ago in the State 
Office.

W ard Rodgers, fo rm erly  state 
organizer of the Ca liforn ia Social
is t P arty  and now Industria l D i
rector of the Central Branch in 
Los Angeles, went im m ediate ly to 
San Bernardino to help lay plans 
fo r organization w ork there. 
Meanwhile, the comrade who 
called our attention to the possi
b ilities  fo r  Socialist organization 
in San Bernardino has applied fo r 
membership in  the P arty  and has 
offered to cooperate in every way 
possible to build Socialist in flu 
ence there.

News from the Front
A meeting in  Oklahoma City, 

Tuesday evening, December 22, 
was the clim ax of the f irs t  ten 
days run of the Red Special on 
its tour of the states in the W est
ern Federation. Comrade Douglas 
Anderson, National Organizer, re
ports a successful t r ip  so fa r 
w ith  enthusiastic reception every
where to the renewed emphasis of 
the Socialist P arty  on w ork w ith  
the mass organizations of the 
w ork ing class.

From  Oklahoma C ity  Comrade 
Anderson goes to Dallas, Texas, 
and from  there the intensive work 
o f the tou r begins in  earnest. The 
truck  w ill work in  Texas fo r 
about two weeks. Anyone w ishing 
to  ge t in  tOitteh w ith  Gomrade 
Anderson a fte r December 28 fo r 
about ten days may w rite  to him  
care of J. M. Jewell, 2026 F lin t 
Street, Waco, Texas.

Meanwhile, comrades in  New 
Mexico are keeping in  touch w ith  
the Red Special and w ith  the Fed
eration Secretary in  regard to 
plans fo r organization w ork in 
tha t state.

The meetings have so fa r been 
financ ia lly  successful, but we hope 
to increase the financ ia l returns 
in  order to help raise money fo r 
a Red Special sound truck  to  be 
used fo r permanent organization 
work under the auspices of the 
W estern Federation.

New Mexico Repre
sentative to Executive 
Committee

The SBC of New Mexico has 
elected the th ird  member of the 
Executive Committee of the W est
ern Federation. Complete direc
to ry  of the Executive Committee 
members of the Federation w ill 
be included in  the next issue of 
the W estern Socialist, m onth ly 
B u lle tin  of the Federation.

Comrade Hale Duncan has been 
appointed Federation Correspond
ent fo r New Mexico.

NOTICE:
Labor Action wishes to serve 

the west. In order to be "The 
Voice of Socialism In the 
West”, It must carry news of 
labor and Socialist activities! 
PLEASE send in news from 
your locality. Appoint a local 
or state' correspondent to be 
responsible for weekly news re
leases. Deadline for news is 
Saturday of each week. You 
will also help to increase the 
effectiveness of the Federation 
if' you keep the Secretary 
posted.

New office of the Federation 
Secretary after January first 
will be 236 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, California.

Colorado Notes
Comrades of Colorado have been 

saddened by the death of James 
H. T rev ith ick , secretary of Local 
Pueblo, from  pneumonia. I t  was 
through the hard w ork  of Com
rade T re v ith ick  tha t Local Pueblo 
was organized some months ago. 
He was fo rm erly  a m in is te r in 
W yom ing and lost his church be
cause of his f ig h t fo r the poor 
and underprivileged. He leaves a 
w ife  and ten children. The fam 
ily  is in  need, and Local Denver 
is collecting a purse to send to 
them. A ny comrades who can 
help, please send th e ir  con tribu
tions to Socialist P arty  o f Colo
rado, Room 205, 1026 17th St., 
Denver, Colo.

The State Executive Committee 
o f the Socialist P a rty  of Colorado 

l w i l l  ho ld  its  quarte rly  m eeting a t

state headquarters, 1026 17th St., 
Denver, on Sunday, January 24, 
1937.

Local Denver is planning to  
s tart the new year w ith  a new 
series of propaganda meetings. 
The f irs t  of these w ill be held on 
January 8th at state headquarters.

Comrade M ary L. Geffs of Gree
ley, Colorado, one of our most 
fa ith fu l socialists, has, a t 82 years 
of age, begun to w ork fo r  a 
branch among the young people 
of Greeley, and especially among 
the students o f the Teachers Col
lege located in  tha t city.

The B ritish  United Press Agency 
reported on Nov. 25. a new ‘‘p lo t’’ 
in  Moscow in  which members o f 
the Academy of Sciences are im 
plicated, includ ing the well-known 
Russian geologist Volgin, and Buk> 
harin  who was a short tim e ago 
"cleared”  of charges aris ing from  
the last Moscow T ria l.

The same report asserts th a t 
Gamarnik, the head of the P o liti
cal Departm ent of the Red A rm y 
and 64 officers of the General 
S taff have also been arrested. The 
Manchester Guardian W eekly fo r  
November 27, confirm s the report 
tha t B ukharin  is once again under 
f ire  on charges of conspiring to 
pro tect “ Fascists, te rro ris ts , T ro t
skyists, and R ightis ts .”

No o ffic ia l confirm ation has yet 
been made. The rum or re la ting  to 
Gam arnik’s arrest is probably un
founded. I f  we have made an 
exception to our ru le  of provid ing 
only fu lly  substantiated reports, i t  
was in  order to bring once again 
to the a tten tion of the Am erican 
workers the scope and persistence 
of the rumors tha t are flooding 
the European press, w h ich re flec t 
the panic in  Moscow and the 
indubitable continuation of mass 
arrests and persecutions by the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

DAN COMMENTS  
Taking cognizance of these rum 

ors, Theodor Dan w rites  in  Sot- 
s ia lis ticheski Vestn ik  fo r Nov. 25 
in  the same vein as did Abramo
vich in the previous issue. Says 

.Dan: “ We do not know whether
a new t r ia l of the old guard of 
Bolshevism w il l  be held; perhaps 
i t  has already been held ‘behind 
closed doors?’ We do not know 
whether mass shooting o f old Bol
sheviks w i l l  again be organized! 
perhaps, some o f them are already 
resting in  a grave w ith  a Cheka 
bu lle t through the base of the 
skull? (Dan is obviously re fe r
ring  here to a rum or tha t Radek, 
Pyatakov and Sokolnikov have al
ready been shot.— Ed.) We know 
noth ing about a ll th is, ju s t as none 
o f the citizens o f the Soviet Union 
knows. We are m erely assuming 
th a t the most ord inary  horse- 
sense w il l  im pe ll the Leader o f 
Leaders to re fra in  from  a public 
rep ita tion  of the executioner’s 
tragi-comedy of the T r ia l o f 16 
and the slaughter th a t fo llowed

Western States Federation
O f the Socialist Party

B uckharin
Reported
Arrested

Comrade W illia m  B. B utle r, of 
Local Goldfield, V ic to r, Colorado, 
has ordered, a t his own expense, 
200 copies o f “ W hat is Social
ism?”  to d is tribu te  among the 
gold miners.
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The New Year
As we enter into 1937 there are plain 

indications of things to come.
In American politics the gilt of the New 

Deal is already beginning to peel from the 
Democratic administration. 1937 will see 
an increasing tendency to listen to busi
ness and to hamstring labor. The double- 
cross of Madame Perkins in breaking her 
promise to postpone the Copeland Mari
time Acts until their vicious black-listing 
provisions could be eliminated is only a be
ginning. Army and Navy appropriations 
will hit new highs, relief appropriations 
will be slashed again and again.

As a consequence labor, unemployed and 
employed, will be forced to ever increasing 
militancy. The maritime and auto strikes 
are but ripples as compared to the strike 
wave of 1937. The new year will mark a 
show-down between the hitherto almost 
untouched mass production industries —  
autos, steel, textiles, oil and electric power 
— and labor organized industrially. In that 
show-down capitalist government, Repub
lican and Democrat, will line up on the 
side of the bosses and labor will win or 
lose on its own power.

Looking beyond our borders, internation
al war on a world scale is a near certainty 
In 1937.

In this forecast there is but one solution, 
one hope. Only Socialist understanding of 
the class struggle, the alliance of govern
ment with the ruling class, and the neces
sity for workers’ conquest of power can 
provide a clear guide in the struggles to 
come. Only a tremendous growth of So
cialist conviction can steel the workers 
to resist the imperialist war ahead.

1937 is, then, a year of opportunity and 
of trial in crisis for the Socialist Party of 
the United States.

The Debs’ Brigade
American Socialists are enlisting in the 

fight for a workers’ Spain. Aviators, en- 
.¿5 gineers and technicians are volunteering 

~ for the fight against fascism and capital
ism which may well mark the turning 
point in world history.

Now word comes from Washington that 
the Administration is seeking some pre
text for denying citizenship to the volun
teers in this fight for factories, land, bread 
and freedom for the workers of Spain.

The Democratic Administration whose 
war appropriations have hit a new high, 
whose War Department has mapped com
plete plans for compulsory mobilization in 
the war they choose, would permit no free
dom of choice to others. It  was a Demo
cratic Administration which robbed Eu
gene Y. Debs of his citizenship because he 
refused to support our entry into the 
World War, so that Morgan and his clan 
might collect their debts from the Allied 
nations. That war was compulsory. All 
wars for profit are wars in which workers 
are drafted whether or not they wish to 
sei*ve.

It  is legal to fight against yourself and 
your fellow workers; it is illegal to fight 
for them. That is capitalism stripped 
bare.

We are concerned with a higher law 
than the paper defenses of capitalism. The

life and death struggle of the workers in 
Spain is our struggle. Their victory is our 
victory.

The Debs’ Brigade must not and will not 
be stopped.

They Want To K ill Trotsky
The International man-hunt for Trotsky 

completely exposes the corruption which 
has changed the Communist International 
from the vanguard of world revolution to 
a savage and unscrupulous defender of 
things as they are.

Plainly and without equivocation the 
Stalinist pack is howling for Trotsky’s 
blood. They do not want to let him speak 
in self defense. They want to kill him. The 
louder and more frenzied grows their 
bloodlust— the more certain it is they are 
desperately afraid.

It was the economic pressure of the So
viet Union officials which forced the capi
talistic Norwegian Government to entomb 
Trotsky for months— stopping his power
ful pen— burying him alive. It  was this 
same pressure which forced the shameful, 
secret shanghaiing of Trotsky on the 
steamer “Ruth.” There, defenceless, still 
silenced by the denial of the wireless to 
him, Trotsky may or may not be still alive.

There is an obvious conclusion from this 
sordid drama, a conclusion which free 
minds, radical or conservative, cannot 
escape. The Stalinist officials are afraid 
of what Trotsky would say. They have 
sacrificed working-class unity, they have 
violated every principle of the rights of 
political asylum, they have even intruded 
into the Spanish Civil War on the side of 
the Catalonian capitalists— all to silence a 
single man.

The secret they are trying so desperate
ly to hide is betrayed by their own actions. 
Trotsky is a revolutionary Socialist; Sta
linists are not. It  is as the symbol of this 
glaring difference that Trotsky is hunted. 
The man-hunt will fail.

One man’s blood cannot hide the shame 
of the Soviet Bureaucracy or kill the Revo
lutionary Socialist movement that is older 
— and newer— than either Trotsky or Sta
lin.

That movement cannot be assassinated 
inside— or outside the Soviet Union. The 
bureaucrats of the world have always used 
terror to damn the tide of history. The 
bureaucrats fall— history rolls on.

Let’s Add This Up
Some future archaeologist will find a 

curious contrast in the year 1936, provid
ing that copies of Labor Action and the 
Communist Press survive the ravages of 
time.
""‘t’ Curio us iffect 'number oner will b e idfat-the 
Communists who received 80,096 votes 
claimed a smashing “victory for progress,” 
while the Socialist vote of 187,000 was re
garded by the same gentlemen as a stun
ning defeat and an indication that Social
ist radicalism had “fenced them off from 
the masses.”

Curious fact number two will be that the 
Communist Party spent $2.02 per vote for 
its 80,000 while Socialist expenditures 
amounted to only 11 cents per voter, a fig
ure well under that of Republican and 
Democratic per capita.

If  our future scientist concludes from this 
that the Communist Party must have been 
much weaker than the Socialist, he will 
have reached a false conclusion from ap
parently conclusive evidence. The figures 
mislead. We freely admit the superiority 
in volume and quantity of the C.P. press 
and propaganda machinery. Its ability to 
raise a $157,275 campaign fund cannot be 
overlooked and greatly overshadows the 
Socialist war chest.

However, every dollar of the $21,000 So
cialist fund went to the campaign for So
cialist candidates; the Communist fund 
bought votes for Roosevelt, not Browder.

PEARLS FROM THE PRESS
T ha t’s a good thum bnail descrip

tion  of the Tampa A.F. of L. con
vention— "N o t a callous in  a car
load."-

* * * * •
Dr. Crafts sez: Contrary to the 

popular idea, there has been too 
much wealth w ide ly d is tribu ted in 
th is  country, especially since the 
beginning of the century, fo r  the 
good o f the people m ateria lly , 
m ora lly , and sp iritua lly .

*  *  *

Yah, fo r a w h ile  back there, as 
many as three hundred guys had 
a sawbuck in th e ir k ick.

*  * *
W henever anybody begins to 

w o rry  pub lic ly  about the m oral 
and sp iritua l good of the people, 
I always begin to look sharp;

*  *  *

Hugh S. Johnson sez: There is 
ho more considerate and under
standing man in  Am erica than the 
President when he is p laying ball 
w ith  people who he knows want 
to play ba ll w ith  him.

*  *  *

T ha t’s ju s t w ha t’s got us wor
ried.

*  *  *

Since the elections, the Presi
dent isn ’t  p laying ba ll in  our 
league a t a ll any more.

*  *  *

Chicago news item : Stanley
McCorm ick, a m ental incompetent 
and member of the Chicago har- 
sester fam ily , is  back h i the  b ig

money again. During the past 
three years, his estate which is 
managed fo r  h im  has increased 
from  $25 to $50 m illion .

*  *  *

There is rugged ind iv idualism  
fo r you.

*  *  *

B ut maybe he is an A ryan or 
something. Anyway, i t  shows 
where in it ia tiv e  and hard work 
can get a person.

*  *  *

B ut note th is  item  from  Los 
Angeles: A  79-year-old man ap
peared before m unicipal court 
Judge Dawson and begged to be 
given th ir ty  days in  ja il.  “ I ’m 
broke and i t ’s cold,”  he said.

*  »  *

He shoulda kept his nose to 
the grindstone— like  M r. McCor
m ick.

*  *  *

Southport, N. C., news item : 
Hooded n igh t riders who hold 
prayers a fte r flogging th e ir v ic 
tim s were reported active in  th is 
com m unity Wednesday night.

*  *  *

W ell, ju s t so long as they pray, 
i t  is a ll righ t.

*  *  *

Flasher, N. D., news item : A
42-year-old W P A  w orker and fa
the r was in  a c r it ic a l condition 
today a fte r a ttem pting to end his 
life  by slashing his throat. Phy
sicians said the man ascribed his 
Act to financial worries.

The Morning A fte r 
The Famous V ictory

SIDELINES

By GLEN TRIM BLE
The libera ls and the three- 

out-of-four year radicals are 
p re tty  disappointed these days. 
They are h u rt and reproachful. 
They voted fo r Roosevelt “ to 
force him  to the le ft”  and now 
Heywood Broun is p la in tive ly  re
m inding the President of tha t 
fact, and even E arl Browder is 
forced to adm it tha t the elec
tion  returns were “ not such a 
great v ic to ry  fo r progress.”

Somehow Roosevelt does not 
seem to know the difference be
tween the X  of Broun and the 
X  of Gerard Swope. I t ’s a ll 
very sad and disturbing. L ib 
erals and labor leaders are dis
covering th a t the President 
meant w hat he said about bal
ancing the budget and did not 
mean w hat he did not say (the 
libera ls said i t  " fo r  h im ” ) about 
a defin ite  plan fo r strengthen
ing labor’s power and liv in g  
standards as against business 
power and concentrated wealth.

The second term  is not yet 
begun but already the exodus 
of idea listic "New Dealers”  has 
begun in  Washington. Rex Tug- 
well, bogey man of Chambers 
of Commerce, has qu ie tly  crept 
out of po litics in to  an executive 
job in  a molasses factory. Less
er ligh ts  are rap id ly  fad ing out 
before the dawn of a “ back to

norm alcy”  regime which has 
already chosen a balanced bud
get in  preference to the needs 
of the unemployed. A  stra it- 
jacket series of m aritim e laws 
are announced to enforce gov
ernment ru le  of the seas in  tim e 
of war in  preference to the 
righ ts o f m aritim e workers to 
free and independent organiza
tion. And a “ pool plan”  is put 
in to operation fo r public and 
p riva te  e lectric power produc
tion  ra the r than a campaign fo r 
public ownership in  the only 
-field in  which the New Deal 
ever seriously considered such 
a program.

Swing to 
Reaction

These evidences o f a swing 
toward reaction have caused 
Consternation in  the le ft w ing 
of the Roosevelt camp. Yet had 
they remembered even a litt le  
of current h is to ry  or understood 

"even the ABC’s o f the economic 
system on which our politics 
are based, they need not have 
been surprised.

Every Republican and Demo
cratic candidate has had libera l 
and “ le ft  w ing”  supporters 
(even Landon had a handful) 
who promised a new day i f  the ir 
candidate were chosen. To go 
back on ly to 1916, there was 
W ilson who “ K ep t us out of

W ar”  in  his f ir s t  te rm  and at 
the very tim e he campaigned 
on tha t slogan was de fin ite ly  
pledged to plunge us in to war 
in  his second. There was Hard
ing whose “ Back to Norm alcy”  
meant a savage anti-labor, an ti
union regime. Our financiers 
“ K ep t Cool w ith  Coolidge”  by 
feve rish ly  bu ild ing up the house 
of cards which was to topple 
a fte r the President “ chose not 
to ru n ”  and escaped the crash 
which he knew was coming. 
That crash put Mr. Hoover,not 
a chicken, in to  the pot. In 
1932 the Democrats could have 
elected anyone; they elected 
Roosevelt.

This b rie f excursion in to  re
cent po litica l h is to ry  is designed 
to prove tha t old party  candi
dates have always served big 
business— capitalism — and have- 
always betrayed the hopes of 
the ir libe ra l and labor support
ers. Of course I  know th a t some 
not a ll, of these “ practica l” 
idealists supported the Demo
cra tic  candidates during the 
twenties. That makes them 
double suckers. N o t on ly did 
they com m it the “ crim e”  of 
p ick ing  a loser, they picked 
gentlemen who supported Lan
don in  1936. T he ir princip les 
were no d iffe ren t then than 
now; the difference was tha t 
they were engaged In the fav
o rite  Am erican pastime of get
ting  votes from  workers and 
campaign funds from  employers 
on the promise o f protecting 
each from  the other.

Votes Not 
Needed Now

A fte r the polls are closed the 
votes are not needed fo r four 
years and even then i t  is money 
tha t buys them, so money rules 
and libera ls wonder why such 
nice men are such reactionary 
presidents. They are wonder
ing now about Roosevelt. Per
haps in  the “ m orn ing a fte r”  of 
campaign frenzy they w ill face 
the questions Socialists asked 
repeatedly during the campaign. 
W hat, actually did the New 
Deal give labor? W ere the 
smashing of the San Francisco 
general strike, the sell-out o f the 
general tex tile  s trike  (executed 
personally by Roosevelt), the 
automobile “ m e rit clause ”  the 
surrender to the Supreme Court 
—reasons fo r  labor gratitude? 
W hat did labor w in, th a t i t  did 
not have to f ig h t fo r every inch 
of the way against both em
ployers and government?

This is not an accident. So 
long as workers choose the can
didates of the siamese-twins of 
capitalism  they w il l  get capita l
is t rule. Some may be more 
generous w ith  crumbs than 
others, but the table of plenty 
which modern m achinery makes 
possible fo r a ll w il l be reserved 
fo r the few.

This is the lesson of every 
election. L iberals may never 
learn i t  and continue to ap
proach elections w ith  hope and 
look back a t them w ith  dismay, 
bu t workers live  every day in  
the struggle fo r  existenc-«. The 
enemy is the boss. In  po litics 
i t  is the bosses’ parties. The 
Answer is a fig h tin g  workers’ 
party, and the Socialist P arty  
gives tha t answer.

Yipsel Conference 
A t Minneapolis

The Minneapolis C ircle o f the 
YPSL is engaging in a varied 
series of ac tiv ities during the 
present Christmas season. A  
closed P o litica l Conference in  
which the problems of the party 
and the league were thoroughly 
discussed was held during the
week-end of December 26-27. The 
conference closed w ith  a two hour 
report on the tasks and perspec
tives fo r the YPSL and the SP 
fo r the coming period.

The Yipsels are also ho ld ing a 
novel class which is m eeting every 
m orn ing during the week of De
cember 28—January 4. During the 
mornings, the class studies the
theory of Marxism , and in  the
afternoon, the class as a whole
v is its  the p icket line  of various 
s tr ik in g  unions and participates 
in the actual picketing.

An open m eeting is being held 
on "China Rises Again,”  Carlos 
Hudson as the speaker, on Tues
day evening, December 29, a t 8 
p. m. a t 631-3rd Ave. South. Ques
tions and discussion w il l  fo llow.

Wages and Profits
The business rev iva l has v ir tu 

a lly  a ll gone to swell p ro fits . The 
A. F. o f L. reports th a t the liv in g  
standards of the average worker 
is 8 per cent h igher than in  1935, 
bu t th a t pa rt o f th is  gain is due 
to longer hours.

P ro fits  of large corporations, 
however, are 55 per cent above 
1935, and dividends declared in  
October were the largest fo r tha t 
month since 1931. This is the 
trend th a t workers who voted fo r 
Etooseviagt «pdofMd,

By JONATHON DOE 
Watson, the Bicarbonate!

As th is is w ritten , the ship
owners are s t ill try in g  to digest 
the ir Christmas dinners and can’t 
be bothered negotiating w ith  m a ri
tim e workers who e ither have bet
te r digestions or ligh te r dinners. 
W e are rea lly  worried about the 
in te rna l condition o f the ship
owners. They've been try in g  to 
digest the h ir in g  ha ll fo r  months 
and i t  s t i l l  keeps repeating on 
them.

Requiescat in Hades
A rth u r Brisbane is dead. I t  is 

customary to speak w e ll of the 
dead. I f  fo r  instance, the dear 
departed had murdered his grand
m other and stole pennies from  a 
blind man, you ignore such m inor 
details and po int out th a t he 
loved flowers. We don’t  w ant to 
be an iconoclast or offend our 
more sensitive readers, and in 
line w ith  th is  resolve, we wish to 
suggest an ep ithet fo r the Hearst 
colum nist:

“ Here Lies a Great Real Estate 
Operator.”

On second thought, we realize 
tha t th is  scarcely does justice to 
such a complex character. B ris 
bane’s greatest con tribu tion  to 
mankind was scientific . W hether 
i t  was the Cosmic Spaces or big
ger and better bombing planes, 
or the la test and most deadly 
poison gas, Science, pure and im 
pure, was his passion. H is own 
theoretica l con tribu tion  was pop
u la rly  known as “ the Brisbane 
Theory,”  o r “ G etting Back to F irs t 
P rinciples.”

Casket W o rkers  Strike
As the s trike  o f the casket 

workers enters the seventh week, 
several new developments are re
vealed. The union leading the 
strike , Local 1859 of the F urn itu re  
W orkers Union, reports tha t there 
is a de fin ite  alliance between the 
casket firm s and the largest un
dertaking firm s  of th is  c ity. This 
tie-up has enabled these companies 
to make capita l of the s trike  by 
one of the most unconscionable 
methods in  the reperto ire of busi
ness, w h ich is of course saying 
a great deal. The method in 
b rie f is  th is : The companies claim  
to the bereaved persons buying 
caskets tha t due to the s trike  
there is a shortage of wooden 
caskets, but tha t, “ fo rtuna te ly ”  
they s t i l l  are able to  secure steel 
caskets, bu t a t a h igher price. 
The c lien t of course is n o t . in 
clined to haggle ,so he takes his 
gouging w ith ou t protest. The fact 
of the m atter is, tha t the hugely 
increased price of the steel cas
kets over the price of wooden 
caskets is w ho lly  un jus tified ; con
sequently, we find  the companies 
and the undertaking firm s reap
ing a ghoulish p ro fit on the need 
of the dead and th e ir bereaved 
relatives.

I t  has on ly la te ly  been disclosed 
that the three casket m aking firm s 
of Minneapolis own a chain of 
funera l parlors through which 
they sell the ir products, in  the 
same manner as the breweries set 
up saloons to palm o ff the ir 
wares on the w ork ing man, th is 
la tte r tac tic  o f exp lo ita tion being 
illega l now in  Minneapolis. Local 
1859 is tak ing the necessary steps 
to ha lt the practice o f the casket 
and undertaking companies. I t  
introduced a resolution at the 
Central Labor Union meeting 
Wednesday ca lling  upon the state 
o ffic ia ls  to make an investigation 
of the undertaking and casket 
tru s t in  th is  c ity. In  the mean
tim e i t  calls upon a ll friends of 
union labor to not patronize the 
un fa ir firm s, but to go to St. 
Paul where costs are no t exhorbi- 
tan t fo r  the ir funeral needs.

Team sters Council Moves
Because of the increased growth 

of the d riv ing  crafts in  th is  city, 
next month w il l  see a ll d riv ing  
crafts unions m oving from  the ir 
present quarters in  the Central 
Labor Union B uild ing to the head
quarters o f General D rivers 
Union, 544. This la tte r head
quarters occupies as much space 
as the C.L.U. does, and w ith  the 
moving of the Teamsters Jo in t 
Council to the D rivers H a ll a t 257 
Plym outh Avenue, i t  w il l mean 
tha t the T.J.C. w i l l  have the 
largest office space in  the M inne
apolis labor movement.

The bu ild ing housing the Gen
eral D rivers Union w ill be taken 
over completely, w ith  the three 
floors and basement being re
modeled to f i t  the needs of the 
T.J.C. Upon the completion of 
the rem odeling the T.J.C. and 
Local 544 w il l  have one of the 
finest union headquarters in  the 
country. Other union besides the 
teaming crafts which have offices 
in  the bu ild ing are Local 1859, 
F urn itu re  W orkers Union, and 
Locdl 160, Northern States Elec
tr ic a l W orkers ’ Union.

S trike  o f Machinists
M achinists Local 382, has turned 

the lock-out of 30 of its  members 
employed a t the Im peria l Machine 
Company in to  a strike , w ith  de
mands tha t the 30 men he re in 
stated and union conditions estab
lished in  the plant. The s trike  is 
m w  going ig i«  its  second week,

Ex-readers of the H earst press 
may remember it. Brisbane fo rm 
ulated his theory (or shall we say 
"posed the question” ?) as fo llow s: 
I f  P rim o Camera were to get in to  
the rin g  w ith  a G orilla, he 
(P rim o) would get knocked cock
eyed.

Of course th is  wasn’t  rea lly  4 
theory; i t  was m erely a hypothe
sis, because Prim o never got into 
the rin g  w ith  a gorilla , though on 
several occasions he was knocked 
cock-eyed. Nevertheless, t h e  
“ Brisbane theory”  has always fas
cinated us. We have always won
dered what would happen i f  both 
Brisbane and Hearst were to get 
in to  a rin g  w ith  a gorilla . IU-is 
because now we w il l  never havé 
the opportun ity  of w atch ing th is  
l i t t le  experiment tha t we mourn 
the passing of A rth u r Brisbane.

The Heathen Chinee
The Chinese, as B re t H arte  ob

served many years ago, are hard 
to explain. M arshall Chang Hsueh- 
liang, Manchurian war-lord, k id 
naps Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek, then releases him. Chiang 
flies  to Nanking and Chang fo l
lows. Chiang says i t ’s a ll his 
fau lt. Chang says, "No, you’re 
another. I  did i t  w ith  my li t t le  
hatchet.”  Then he urges Chiang 
not to allow  th e ir sublime friend 
ship to stand in  the way o f 
Chiang ordering o ff Chang’s sub
lim e head.

I f  you can make any sense out 
of th is, you are one swell M arxist. 
I t  rem inds us somehow of the 
Moscow tria l.

w ith  no present sign o f a settler 
ment. The company is using the 
Am erican Express Co. trucks to 
remove its  scab products, driven 
by “ union’ drivers. These drivers 
are not 544 men of course, but 
are members o f the Ra ilw ay Ex
press Clerks Union, a ffilia ted  to 
the A. F. of L. The m achinists 
promise tha t an investigation o f 
these caricatures o f union men 
w ill take place shortly.

Forced Labor 
For Women In  

Nazi Germany
BER LIN , Germany.— Although

Nazi women now escape compul
sory labor, they cannot long ex
pect th is  condition of a ffa irs  to 
endure, according to th,e _ehief ,p,f'^~ ' 
the Reich Labor Service, Konstan
t in  H ie rl.

In a speech before students a t 
the Central School fo r Women 
Labor Service D irectors, he warn
ed th a t “ labor service fo r our 
young women is a t least as neces
sary as fo r  our young men who in  
any case go from  school in to  
m ilita ry  service.

“ A lthough the women’s labor 
service now is on a vo lun ta ry  
basis, next year an im portan t step 
w ill be made in  the direction o f 
in troducing a compulsory system ."

SO CIALIST
CALENDAR

SAN FRANCISCO:
Socialist Party Local: Wednes

day, January 6, a t 8 p. m. first 
regular business m eeting in  the 
new headquarters a t 236 Van Ness 
Avenue. E lection of o fficers will 
take place.

Socialist Study Classes: Every
Monday, 6:45 p. m.— S o c i  a 1 i s t 
Fundamentals.

Every Monday, 8:30 p. m.—H is
to ry  of Socialist Thought.

Every Thursday, 8:00 p. m.—  
Trade Union H is to ry  and Tactics. 
Discussion led by Barney Mayes. 
(Class now studying the Copeland 
Act.)
BERKELEY:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Thursday a t 8 p. m., 2533 
Telegraph Avenue.
PALO ALTO:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every second an fou rth  Wednesday 
o f the month a t 915 Chaning 
Avenue, at 8 p. m.
STOCKTON:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Monday at 8 p. m., a t 284
N. Sutter Street. F irs t and T h ird  
Monday regular business meetings 
Second and Fourth , open educa
tiona l meetings.
OXNARD:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Monday at 8 p. m. F irs t and 
th ird  meetings, regular business 
m eetings; second and fou rth  meet
ings, social and educational.
LOS ANGELES:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Thursday, 8 p. m., a t 116% 
W est N in th  Street. Because of 
New Year’s eve, next m eeting w il l  
be held Tuesday, December 29.

Socialist Party Jewish Branch: 
Meets every Thursday, 8 p. m., at 
126 N o rtli Saint Lou ist Street.

Sunday Evening Forum: Every
Sunday, 8 p. m., a t 116% W est 
N in th  Street. —
HARBOR C ITY:

Meets every Wednesday evening 
at 8 p. m.

NOTE LOCALS: Send In correo- 
tions for the Calendar and any 
weekly changes or additions. Copy 
must be in the State Office Satur
day.

25,000 A t N ew  York Meeting 
Support Asylum f or Trotsky

NEW  YORK.— Demands fo r the 
fu ll r ig h t of democratic asylum 
fo r Leon T ro tsky and fo r an in 
ternational commission of enquiry 
to investigate the charges made 
against T ro tsky during the recent 
Moscow tr ia ls  were enthusiastical
ly  endorsed by more than 2,500 
-workers, friends and sympathizers 
who jammed the main ballroom of 
the Center Hotel, New York, last 
F riday night, Dec. 18.

About 1,000 others had to be 
turned away from  the doors. Hun
dreds stood in  the aisles and 
along the walls to hear Norman 
Thomas, Max Eastman, Suzanne 
LaFollette , M a x  Shachtman, 
James T i F arre ll, sneaking undei 
the auspices o f the American’ j 
Committee fo r  the Defense of 
Leon Trotsky.

N early a ll the program was 
broadcast over S tation WQXR.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED
A  resolution adopted by a thun

der o f “ ayes”  and opposed by ha lf 
a dozen weak “ nays”  hailed "the 
progressive action of President 
Lazaro Cardenas of Mexico, in  ex
tending to Leon T ro tsky asylum 
in  Mexico.”  I t  condemned “ allure- 
actionary attempts to prevent 
T rotsky from  receiving sanctu- • 
ary.”

“ T ro tsky has repeatedly request
ed an im partia l investigation of 
the Moscow tr ia ls ,”  the resolution 
declared, “ and we here pledge our 
cooperation in  securing i t  fo r 
him .”

George Novack, secretary of the 
T ro tsky committee, announced 
that the campaign fo r T ro tsky ’s 
asylum and fo r an im p a rtia l in 
vestigation o f the tr ia ls  had on ly 
begun and tha t the committee 
would push its  drive w ith  m u lti
plied v igor an a national and an 
in te rna tiona l basis. N early $1,000 
was collected a t the meeting to 
help th is  drive.

SPEECH OF THOMAS
" I  am here ton igh t,”  declared 

Norman Thomas, “ because I  am 
profoundly concerned fo r  the 
preservation of c iv il lib e rty  and 
the increase of w ork ing class 
u n ity  which depends upon m utual 
understanding and fa ir  play. These 
things are put in  grave jeopardy 
a ll over the world by the attem pt 
of the Soviet Government to deny 
a ll r igh ts  o f asylum to Leon T ro t
sky anywhere in  the world, and 
by the unbridled vehemence of 
Communist attacks not on ly upon 
him  but upon a ll those who de
fend the r ig h t o f asylum.”

Thomas described T ro tsky as 
“one of the p rinc ipa l arch itects”  
of the October Revolution. “ I  
am not a T ro tsky is t,”  he said, 
“ but i t  needs no argum ent to sup
port the assertion th a t T ro tsky 
has a secure place fo r a ll tim e 
among the outstanding leaders of 
the workers. We are asked to 
believe tha t th is man— theoreti
cian, organizer and h is to rian  of 
the Russian Revolution— contrary 
to the teachings of his whole life 
tim e, has become an u tte r ly  un
scrupulous assassin w illin g  to a lly  
him self, i f  necessary, w ith  H itle r  
fo r the achievement of his end. 
And a ll th is on the basis o f the 
Moscow tr ia ls .”

ANALYSIS OF TRIALS
The Socialist leader then brie f

ly  analyzed the tria ls , cited a 
num ber o f g laring discrepancies 
of fac t in  the testim ony, and 
characterized the conclusions as 
"w ho lly  untenable in  law  and in  
justice.”

" I t  is on evidence lik e  th is  tha t 
the Communist P arty  seeks to 
brand one of its  greatest founders 
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the- workers of the world against 
him everywhere. Both the Stalin 
government and the Communist 
P arty  by th is  po licy must share 
responsib ility  fo r the b itte r d iv i
sion o f the w ork ing class which 
they then deplore and lay at Trot- 
sjky’s door.

" I t  is Communist ag itation 
which is responsible, fo r instance, 
fo r the vehement opposition of 
some sections o f the w ork ing 
class in  Mexico to the o ffe r by 
the Mexican government of asy
lum to T rotsky. These sections 
of the w ork ing  class are not act
ing on fu ll knowledge of the facts 
bu t on ly on Communist propa- 

d t t t o . ”  ;

INJURED FIG HT FOR SPAIN
The sudden staging of the Mos

cow tr ia ls  last August, Thomas 
said, “ inev itab ly  diverted the pub
lic  m ind from  the Spanish situa
tion  and made more, not less d if
ficu lt, the w inn ing o f effective 
un ity  j n  support of the Spanish 
workers. I  m ention th is because 
so often and so incorrectly  we 
Socialists have been charged w ith  
greater in terest in  the T rotsky 
tr ia l than in Spain. I t  is not we 
who marked tim e on the Spanish 
Situation w h ile  the tr ia l of men 
who had been safely in  prison fo r 
a year and a ha lf was carried 
o n !”

Thomas declared tha t defense 
of the r ig h t of asylum “ was never 
more necessary than i t  is today. 
I f  the S talin government can suc
cessfully deny the r ig h t of asylum 
to Leon T ro tsky i t  w il l have 
created a  precedent tha t Musso
lin i, H it le r  and other Fascist dic
tators can use to make the whole 
world a prison house w ith  the 
keys in  the ir hands. Under these 
circumstances no one would suf-' 
fe r more than the Communists 
themselves.
LABOR U N ITY  UNDERM INED
“ Moreover, the nature of the 

attack upon T ro tsky and upon 
those of us who support the r ig h t 
of asylum fo r  h im  tends to under
mine any probable basis fo r w ork
ing class u n ity  such as the Com
munists profess to favor. In  th is 
m atter a pa rty  of the workers is 
adopting against one o f the ir 
jform er leaders, tactics as ruthless 
and unscrupulous as any which 
th is world of hate and into lerance 
now reveal. N o t on such a basis 
can we ever bu ild  th a t fellowship 
of free men which is our u ltim ate 
hope.

“ I t  is fo r  these reasons tha t we 
are met, f irs t,  to defend the r ig h t 
of asylum fo r Leon T ro tsky and 
second, to urge tha t fo r the sake 
o f the th ings we hold m ost dear, 
a way be found to set up tha t 
proper inqu iry  in to  his acts which 
T ro tsky has openly sought.”

GOOD FAITH QUESTIONED
A ll the speakers dw elt at length 

on the fa ilu re  o f the Soviet gov
ernment to ask fo r  T ro tsky ’s ex
tradition from  Norway, po in ting 
out tha t such a demand would 
have involved placing the charges 
against h im  before a Norwegian 
court. This the Soviet govern
ment was u n w illin g  to do.

“ This opens to the most serious 
doubt the good fa ith  of the 
charges,”  Thomas said.

Suzanne LaFollette , noted au
tho r and veteran fig h te r fo r  the 
defense o f a ll po litica l prisoners, 
characterized T ro tsky as “ one of 
the greatest of a ll liv in g  men”  
and emphasized tha t the attack 
upon his r ig h t to asylum and his 
r ig h t to be heard jeopardized 
these righ ts  a ll over the world. 
Miss LaFo lle tte  was chairm an of
tin * n gft
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Swing Toward Reaction Causes Consternation

By C A R L  O ’S H E A

W hat? F inancia l worries on t 
W PA wage?

»  *  *

, The Rev. Whats-his-name ough 
to call in  his Suicide Preventior 
Society and see w hat he could d< 
about TH A T.

*  *  *

From  The Rotarian: WARNING 
—A  short man of swarthy com 
plexion, about 45 years of age
who assumes a ra the r meek man 
ner and poses as a college pro 
fessor, is going about the Unitec 
States a ttem pting to secure money 
on his claims to be a Rotarian 
and on the pretense of having h'ac 
an auto wreck.

*  *  *

Looks like  the brothers were
being taken over the hurdles.

*  *  *

New Y ork news item : Industria l 
stockholders w ill receive approxi 
m ately three b illion  do llars ir  
dividend disbursements fo r 1936 
the greatest to ta l in  the history 
of the nation. . . . Employees, too 
w ill share in  the prosperity. Wage 
increases of $130,000,000 already 
have been voted or are being con 
sidered.

•  *  *

That is ce rta in ly  fa ir. Forty 
m illio n  people get l-24th o f the 
amount th a t a few  m illio n  inves 
tors receive.

*  *  *

It ’s a great life—if you fight feu 
.Socialism,


