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MARITIME STRIKE ENDS WITH VICTORY
A uto  S trikers 
‘H old the Fort’ 
In  F lin t Plants

Epic Struggle Centers On Manoeuvers To 
Eject “Sit-Down” Strikers from 

Occupied Plants
The pub lic ity  spotlight on the greatest auto strike in 

labor h istory th is  week swung back from  fu tile  Washing
ton maneuvers to stern class struggle in  F lin t, M ichigan. 
T h irty -five  thousand National Guardsmen, sent in  by Gov
ernor Frank M urphy, patro lled the blood-flecked streets 
o f the nation ’s key auto city.

Crucial issue of the strike remained the sit-down cap
tu re  o f the F isher Body plants. F it-^.---------------- ------------ ----------------------------
teen hundred new sit-downers were 
added to the arm y o f occupation 
when they forced th e ir way Into 
Chevrolet P lant No. 4 in  spite of 
company and police violence which 
brought in ju ry  to fifteen  men.

SIT-DOWN POWER  
E very  test of s trength during the 

th ir ty -five  dav old s trike  has cen
tered on the question o f the auto 
workers r ig h t to rem ain in  the 
plants th a t they alone can operate. 
E very move o f corporation o ffic ia ls  
has been directed toward figh ting  
th is  new weapon w hich has tre 
mendously increased the power of 
Am erican labor. The sit-down has 
demonstrated its  a b ility  to bring 
one of the greatest mass produc
tio n  industries to a stand-still, and 
employers know tha t defeat in  au
tos means cracking the iron  fro n t 
o f the open shop and a sw ift march 
to unionism m  a ll the basic indus
tries.

A lone the employer^ would be 
heiffless, bu t -the oou its  am i state 
dfiu na tiona l governm ent o ffic ia ls  
are busily  testing  every possible 
method o f d riv ing  o r lu rin g  the 
workers from  th e ir trenches.

MURPHY OFFER  
La test maneuver, according to 

Wednesday press reports, is a pro
posal offered by Governor M urphy 
acting under special au thority  from  
President Roosevelt. General Mo
tors is asked to guarantee th a t “ the 
U n ited Autom obile W orkers w i l l  be 
recognized as the on ly w orkers ’ 
agency involved in  th is  dispute.”  

The union has been asked to 
w ithdraw  a ll sit-down s trike rs  from  
plants a t F lin t  in  re tu rn  fo r Gov
ernor M urphy’s “ f la t  guarantee, 
backed by the N ational Guard, tha t 
General M otors w ill not resume 
production in  those plants.”

REAL OBJECT
A t press tim e ne ither workers or 

GM offic ia ls  had accepted th is  pro
posal. I f  accurately reported, i t  
m arks a considerable re trea t from  
fo rm er government demands tha t 
the unions abandon the plants un
conditionally. Essentia lly, how
ever, the proposal is  as dangerous 
as a ll th a t have preceded it .  D is
cred iting  and outlaw ing the sit- 
down tac tic  is more im portan t to 
employers and governm ent than 
the outcome o f th is  pa rticu la r 
strike.

I f  the union consents to abandon 
the plants, i t  is  adm itting  tha t 
there is something wrong, or i l 
legal, about the sit-down. That ad
m ission may help an im mediate 
auto settlem ent but i t  w i l l  en- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Push W ork 
For Column 
At Chicago
Socialists T ak e  Leading P art 

In  C am paign fo r  
Spain

CHICAGO.— W ith  a Chi
cago Chapter o f the Friends 
o f the Debs Column now es
tablished in  Chicago and 
w ork ing  under the direction 
of the parent organization in 
New Y o rk  City, I llin o is  So
cialists th is week contended 
fo r  honors in  the competition 
to r-en&er the, g»jtaknst and 
most e ffective a id  to  the 
Spanish workers and peas
ants in  t h e i r  struggle to  
crush International Fascism.

The response in  Chicago - to the 
organization of a local group of 
the Friends of the Debs Column, 
according to Syd Devin, secretary 
of the new chapter, was.' so im 
mediate tha t steps are being 
taken to organize fou r regional 
groups of the Friends of the Debs 
Column in addition to the North 
Side div is ion which is already 
functioning.

SOUTH SIDE MEETING
Socialists are enthusiastica lly 

seconding the Friends : organiza
tion and tak ing a leading part. 
The South Side m eeting fo r N or
man Thomas February 9th afc tbe 
Shotwell H a ll in  the hea rt of the 
U un ive rs lty  d is tr ic t has been 
taken over by the Friends of the 
Debs Column which w ill use i t  to 
organize the South . Side d ivision 
of the Friends of the Debs 
Column. This promises to be the 
hottest m eeting in  . near-univer
s ity  precincts in  a long time.

The 7th Congressional D is tr ic t 
Branch had already go l a h igh ly  
successful ra ffle  and card pa rty  
scheduled fo r its  headquarters a t 
1241 No. Californ ia  Avenue for 
the evening of February 20th and 
promises to raise enough to f i 
nance at least one volunteer or 
more. A ll receipts w ill be turned 
over fo r  aid to Spain. A  north 
side d iv is iona l meeting of the 
Friends w ill be held at Cafe 
Id ro tt Thursday, February 11th, 
open to  the public.

Court Referee Decides 
Against Tom Mooney

SAN FRANCISCO. — Californ ia 
“ jus tice ”  moved the Mooney case 
a  step nearer the U. S. Supreme 
Court when Referee A. E. Shaw 
recommended to the Californ ia 
State Supreme Court tha t no w r it  
of habeas corpuB be granted to 
Tom Mooney.

Ignoring a m ountain of proof of 
frame-up and perju ry , accumulated 
by Mooney’s attorneys and w it
nesses in more than a year of in 
quiry, Shaw declared the Mooney

tr ia l of 1917 a fa ir  one. H is 
find ings coincide w ith  those of 
Assistant A t t o r n e y  General 
C leary’s brief. Counsel fo r Moo
ney filed  exceptions.

I f  the State Supreme Court 
agrees w ith  the referee, as its 
previous a ttitude makes like ly , the 
case w ill once again go before 
the U. S. Supreme Court. The 
Supreme Court had required tha t 
a ll possib ilities of action in  the 
state courts be exhausted before 
i t  would reconsider the case.

San Diego 
Unions Go 
On Strike

Celery Workers Act 
When Bosses Stop 

Negotiations

SAN DIEGO. —  Five hun-
dred San Diego County 
celery workers walked out 
of the fie lds and set up 
picket lines a t 11 :00 a. m. on 
January 27, in response to 
the strike call issued by the 
three agricu ltu ra l unions 
here. The strike was pro
voked by the employers who 
broke o ff negotiations. The 
unions’ demands are union 
recognition, 40c m inimum 
wage, and the eight-hour 
day w ith  time and a h a lf fo r 
overtime.

The s tr ik in g  unions are the 
Union o f Laborers and F ield W ork
ers of San Diego Countv the A g ri
cu ltu ra l Ind us tria l W orkers Union 
of America, San Diego County, and 
F ilip in o  Federated W orkers Union 
of Californ ia, San Diego County. 
The unions voted unanimously to 
s trike  ten days ago and have been 
w a iting  on ly  fo r the call from  the 
jo in t s trike  committee.

The previous contract between
the employers and the unions, the 
resu lt of last year’s m ilita n t celery 
strike, expired last August. Nego
tia tions fo r another contract were 
opened November 14, 1936, and bro
ken o ff on December 19. The grow
ers presented an ind iv idua l one- 
man contract which they proceeded 
to  force upon every w orker before | 
a llow ing him  on the fie ld . A t  the 
same time, the Celery Growers’ As-

Shipper-Growers, n o t i f i e d  the 
unions tha t they were tu rn ing  the 
m atter over to The Farm ers Pro
tective A s s o c i a t i o n ,  notorious 
smashers of the ag ricu ltu ra l unions.

WAGES AND PROFITS
Last year’s celery workers gave 

the growers a crop upon which they 
took a net p ro fit  of $900 per acre, 
on an ou tlay of $1504200 Including 
alT costs of production. For agri
cu ltu ra l workers, employment is 
not steady. Much of the tim e w ork
ers are able to get on ly a few hours 
a week. The to ta l annual income 
fo r ag ricu ltu ra l workers in  th is 
state averages $360 per fam ily. 
Contrast th is  to the $900 clear 
p ro fit on each acre of celery these 
workers produce fo r a grower in  a 
four-m onth crop. Then you can 
have a b r illia n t re fu ta tion  of any 
argument presented by the em
ployers.

The growers were able to take 
th is  enormous p ro fit by paying a 
basic wage of 25 cents per hour, 
and in  order to m ainta in  th is  the 
growers have organized under the 
“ Farmers Protective Association,” 
as they did in  Salinas. The employ
ers have used the negotiations as a 
screen behind which to a ttack the 
unions and the wages of the w ork
ers. In  an e ffo rt to fo resta ll strike 
they promised a five-cent raise 
which was never paid. They have 
regimented the workers w ith  l i t t le  
blue cards which they must carry, 
b ind ing them  to the-Farm ers’ Asso
cia tion as slaves.

TEAR UP BLUE CARDS
On the m orning of January 27, 

the workers in  a ll celery fie lds tore 
up these li t t le  blue cards and threw  
them on a pile of new ly cut celery 
sym bolizing the beginning of a de
term ined fig h t to the fin ish  fo r the 
r ig h t to bargain co llective ly ra ther 
than in d iv idua lly  fo r a better wage.

The W orkers A lliance has called 
upon a ll workers to support th is 
s trike  With every means at the ir 
disposal. Members of the W orkers 
A lliance are expected to show up 
on the p icket lines and give the 
ag ricu ltu ra l un ions, a ll th e ir sup
port.

Send S trike funds and food to 
Jose Castillo, Chairman of the Com
m ittee fo r Re lie f and Defense, 1709 
N ational Ave., San Diego, Cali
fornia.

Ruling Favors Guild

D efend Com m onwealth
N E W  YORK.— The C iv il L ibe r

ties Union and other Uberai groups 
throughout the nation in  defense of 
academic freedom, demanded an 
open hearing on the H orton Sedi
tion  B il l tha t is being pushed 
through the Arkansas legislature 
in  an e ffo rt to e lim inate Common
w ealth  College, labor school at 
Mena.

Gas Workers Win
T r '^ D O .— Toledo gas workers 

have ju s t won a ten-day strike . A  
new one-year contract provides for 
wage increases, s tr ic te r seniority, 
a 40-hour week, job tenure, sick 
pay allowances and special over
tim e pay.

. Two ed ito ria l Workers, whose 
union activ ities  caused th e ir dis
charge f r o m  H earst’s Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, were ordered 
re instated by the N ational Labor 
Relations Board.

The discharging of these two 
men, both long-time employees of 
Hearst, was an im portan t factor 
in the Newspaper Guild s trike  
th a t kept the Post-Intelligencer 
closed down fo r 104 days.

---------------;-------------------------------------------------------------------------------=-------------  I

Gone With The Wind! - - By Carlo I

To Publish
Spy Lists  
O f Bosses

La Fo IIe tte  C o m m i t t e e  
Forces Agencies To  

G ive Names

W ASHINGTON, D. C.—“ When 
once you s ta rt th is damnable 
business of spying, you never can 
stop.”  I t  was Senator . E lbert 
Thomas of U tah who made this 
rem ark at the hearing o f the 
C iv il L ibe rties  Committee on . la 
bor espionage.

I t . was generally a live ly  ses
sion tha t day. Senator La FoI
Iette was sick, Thomas was in 
charge, and the Corporations 
A ux ilia ry  Co. bunch tried  to get 
contrary. They had been to ld the 
day before to bring the names of 
some of th e ir labor spies to th is  
session, and had promised, to do 
it. Now, they tried  t o . reneg. 
Buckley, a ttorney . fo r Dan. G. 
Ross, general manager of the 
CAC, said they did n o t-th in k  the 
names pertinent to the sub ject.,

“ You can leave tha t question 
to the committee,”  replied Tho
mas. Byckley explained tha t to. 
publish these names m igh t h u rt 
the spies:

RECORD CONTRADICT  
WITNESSES

“ W hy,”  said Senator Thomas, 
“ we have two experts in  espion
age, Mr. Ross and Mr. Smith, te ll 
us th a t spying is a laudable occu
pation and th a t i t  doesn’t  h u rt 
anybody. I ’m sure you wouldn’t 
like  to contrad ict th e ir  au thority  
on tha t subject.”

Ross at f ir s t  tried, to say tha t 
he didn’t  say it. .

“ I  meant tha t spying didn’t  
h u rt the man spied upon.”  he 
said. “ Of course, disclosures tha t 
a man is a spy harms him  so
cia lly, makes him  an outcast.”

I t  was here tha t Thomas spoke 
of the “ damnable business.”  •

FORCED TO TE LL  NAMES
The CAC bunch begged, pleaded, 

argued, consulted; but Senator 
Thomas continued to demand the 
names, and he got them. Then 
Charles Rigby, grievance man of 
the union at the A uto -L ite  Co. in 
Toledo, took the stand; and told 
how B artley  Furey, a paid spy, 
came in to  the works as a long
shoreman seeking another job; 
and alm ost wrecked the whole 
union movement. R igby pointed 
out one of the spies in the hear
ing room, Burnside, who fo rm erly  
was called Bronson. Burnside 
was put on the stand and > pro
tested his perfect friendsh ip fo r 
Rigby.

U nion  Actives 
Wi l l  C o n f e r
A t South Bend

CHICAGO.—The f irs t  of a se
ries of conferences of Socialists 
working in  the, mass production 
industries w i l l  be held th is  week
end, Feb. 6 and 7, at the Hotel 
O liver, South Bend, Ind. Another 
w ill be held in P ittsburgh Feb. 
20 and 21.

Partic ipants w ill include So
cia lists who are members of and 
active in unions, a ffilia ted  and 
unaffilia ted  w ith  the C.I.O. o ff i
cials of the W orkers’ Alliance, 
offic ia ls  of the party, members of 
labor committees and representa
tives from  national headquarters. 
The conferences w il l  be confined 
to party  members.

The South Bend conference w ill 
be opened by Roy E. B urt, na
tional executive secretary of the 
Socia list party, reporting on the 
general perspectives of the party. 
He w ill be. followed by F rank N. 
Träger, national labor and organ
ization secretary, who w ill speak 

' on the o ffic ia l pa rty  position on 
labor problems.

.The second session w ill be in 
the .fo rm  of round table discus
sions on steel, auto, rubber and 
meat--.packing. Members of c ra ft 
unions and delegates to centra l 
labor bodies w ill have the ir own 
round table:

Discussion w ill take place on 
tHe reports of these round tables 
and recommendations w il l  be 
adopted.

First Fifty 
V olunteers
Leave N.Y.

Enthusiastic S e n d o f  f  fo r  
V an g uard  Group of 

Debs Colum n

NEW  YO RK (F P ).—F ifty  men, 
f irs t  group of the 500 volunteers to 
be sent to Spain to jo in  the In te r
national Brigade by the friends of 
the Debs Column, were given an 
enthusiastic send o ff at a large 
Hippodrome mass meeting by an 
audience tha t booed M ussolini, 
H it le r  and so-called neu tra lity  leg
islation.

Norman Thomas, Socialist lead
er, assailed the present ne u tra lity  
act as an aid to the Spanish rebels 
and as a denial of a r ig h t to a 
frien d ly  government dealing w ith  
armed rebellion tha t i t  has always 
granted to other states. Specific 
m ention was made of China, Jap
an, Ita ly  and Germany. Thomas 
declared tha t no obstacles were 
put in  the way of volunteers jo in 
ing M ussolin i’s arm y in  its  cam
paign in  Ethiopia.

Louis Fischer, European corre
spondent, declared tha t a defeat 
of Franco m ight ave rt a world war 
in  Europe. W hat he had seen in 
Spain recently convinced him  tha t 
the loyalists were never in  a better 
position than they are today.

Other speakers included, Roger 
N. Baldw in, F rank Crosswaith, 
Brendon Sexton, Prof. Leroy Bow
man and James Burnham.

Upton Sinclair Joins 
Debs Column Friends

NEW  YORK.—Upton S incla ir, 
noted novelist and libe ra l po li
tic ian, has joined the sponsoring 
committee of the Friends of the 
Debs Column, H a l Siegel, execu
tive secretary of the organiza
tion, announced yesterday (Tues
day). Jack Conroy of Moberly, 
Mo., author of “ The D is inherited”  
and A lb e rt Sprague Coolidge, 
Harvard professor, have also 
joined the sponsoring committee.

S incla ir, who is a resident of 
Pasadena, Calif., is  now a t w ork 
w ritin g  a novel of the in terna
tional volunteer brigade of the 
Spanish revo lution, en titled  “ No 
Pasaran”  (They Shall N o t Pass). 
In  his le tte r of acceptance he 
w ro te : “ I w ish I  had money in 
stead of debts so tha t I  could 
contribute.”

O ther members of the spon

soring committee include: Jack 
A ltm an, Secretary - T reasurer; 
Roger Baldw in, M urray Baron, 
Leroy Bowman, Louis B. Boudin, 
James Burnham, Roy Burt, V. F. 
Calverton, Max Delson, C lifton 
Fadiman, Ben Fischer, Harold J. 
Gibbons, Charles Yale Harrison, 
Sidney Hook, Dorothy Kenyon, 
Isodor Laderman, A lfred  Baker 
Lewis, W illia m  E lle ry  Leonard, 
Ludw ig Lore, Charles Malamuth, 
Amicus Most, A. P h illips  Ran
dolph, Brendon Sexton, L illia n  
Symes, Norman Thomas, F rank 
Trager, Caro Tresca, Glen T rim 
ble, Girolamo Valenti.

The Friends of the Debs 
Column was organized to give f i 
nancial aid to Americans who 
have volunteered to serve w ith  
the In te rna tiona l Brigade of the 
Spanish Loya lis t forces.

Big Gains For 
Unions A fte r 
B itter Struggle

Maritime Labor E m e r g e s  From 99-Day 
Struggle W ith Strengthened Position 

And High Morale
The great West Coast M aritim e strike, which began 

Oct. 28, came to an end Thursday, Feb. 4, 99 days la ter, 
w ith  the fin a l tabu la tion o f the ballots cast by the mem
bership of the a ffilia te d  unions.

The agreements secured, by the settlement represent 
one o f the most clear cut and sweeping victories fo r  union
ism since the great reviva l o f the labor movement which

Big Union 
D rive  On 
In  Aircraft

Plane W orkers  Joining  
By Hundreds In  

Los Angeles

L O S  A N G E L E S .— The 
campaign to organize the 
a irc ra ft workers into an in 
dustria l union has started o ff 
w ith  a bang. In  the last few  
weeks hundreds o f workers 
have jo ined the  union in  
spite o f company in tim ida 
tion.
name o f employes a'ssociau&ns, 
a t the Douglas and N orth rup 
plants, have been com pletely dis
credited in  the eyes of a ll honest 
workers. W ith  m ilita n t organized 
labor on the offensive through
out the country, gaining victories 
on every fron t, the workers in  the 
a irc ra ft plants are beginning to 
realize tha t in du s tria l unionism  
is the only answer to th e ir im 
mediate problems.

In  the past, attem pts have been 
made to organize several of the 
crafts in  the industry  but have 
fa iled m iserably. Even i f  these 
crafts had been organized 100 
per cent they represented such 
an ins ign ifican t m in o rity  o f the 
workers tha t i t  would have been 
impossible fo r them to force the 
company to grant a single de
mand.

LOCAL 188 LEADS DRIVE
Local 188 of the U n ited Auto

mobile W orkers of Am erica is 
leading the organization drive in 
a irc ra ft. A  number o f very suc
cessful educational mass meet
ings have been held along w ith  
several street meetings a t the 
Douglas and N orth rup plants. A 
paper fo r the a irc ra ft workers 
has been launched by the a ir
c ra ft committee o f Local 188, the 
name of the paper being Plane 
Facts.

Because o f the nature o f all- 
m etal airplane construction the 
a irc ra ft workers are being o r
ganized in to  the A irc ra ft  Indus
tr ia l Council of the United Auto
mobile W orkers. There, w i l l  be 
branches in  each of the factories 
and shop committees form ed of 
the workers from  each of the 
various departments. However, 
a ll the a irc ra ft workers in  Los 
Angeles County w ill be organized 
in to  the one local, Local 188 of 
the U.A.W.

INDUSTRY EXPANDING
The a irc ra ft factories of South

ern C a liforn ia  are expanding at 
an unprecedented rate. The Doug
lass p lan t has doubled in  size 
in the last year, having close to 
7000 workers on its  payro ll to
day. The number o f workers in  
the Lockheed facto ry  has trip led  
since last June.

Two new large companies have 
moved in, Consolidated A irc ra ft 
at San Diego and N orth  Am er
ican at Inglewood. Orders to ta ll
ing tens of m illions of dollars are 
on the books today w ith  new or
ders coming in  steadily in  an 
ever increasing volume.

W atch the a irc ra ft workers 
achieve indus tria l unionism  in  a 
hurry. They may he young and 
inexperienced (the a v e r a g e  
worker being about 25) but they 
learn th e ir lessons fast. Le t any 
young w orker buck rive ts  at 
Douglas fo r six months and his 
illusions w il l  be smashed to bits. 
Once again, keep your eyes on 

a irc ra ft, the boys mean business.

<-began w i t h  the organization: 
drives and s trike  waves in  1933.

The m ajor objectives of the 
shipowners —  the e lim ination of 
union contro l of h ir in g  and the 
consequent smashing o f the un
ions—have been com pletely de
feated. 1 '

UNION DEMANDS ATTAINED
The m ajor demands o f the un

ions—h ir in g  ha ll, wage increases 
and strengthened recognition of 
the  unions—have been attained.

The longshoremen reta in  th e ir  
h ir in g  contro l and safeguarded 
w ork ing  conditions w ith  wage in 
creases.

The Cooks and Stewards, fa il
ing in  the ir fu ll objective of a 
un iversal 8-hour day in  a spread' 
o f 12 hours, compromised on a
9- hour day on passenger vessels 
in  a spread of 13, ga in ing the  
8-hour day on freighters-—a 
im provem ent over the in to lerab le
10- hour day in  a spread o f 15. I t
ffit
in  order.

The Marine, Firemen, Oilers, 
W atertenders and W ipers re ject
ed the off-shore agerement, ac
cording to reports a t press tim e, 
and w i l l  re tu rn  to  w o rk  pending 
a rb itra tio n  o f the disputed issues.

SAILORS’ VICTORY
The Sailors’ Union of the Pa

c ific , which, together w ith  the 
Cooks and Stewards and the F ire 
men, was the chief object o f the 
shipowners’ attack, comes out of 
the struggle w ith  a ll its  m ajor de
mands achieved —  Union con tro l 
o f h iring , increased wages and 
cash payment fo r  overtime.

Thus the great indus tria l bat
tle, which heralded the new ad
vance of the Am erican Labor 
movement in  the face of an in 
tensified union - smashing cam
paign of the bosses, ends w ith  
the position and morale of the 
workers strengthened a ll along 
the line. The embattled auto 
workers, now engaged in  decisive 
combat w ith  the auto barons, w ill 
take heart and hope from  the 
m aritim e vic tory.

The labor movement in  the 
W est is im measurably strength
ened by the improved position of 
its  m ainstay— the m aritim e un
ions. These unions themselves, 
emerging victorious from  the sec
ond test of strength w ith  power
fu l opponents, are in  a position 
to consolidate th e ir ranks and 
press forw ard w ith  increased con
fidence.

The v ic to ry  is, f ir s t  of a ll, a 
v ind ica tion  of the S TR IK E  POL
ICY advocated by the m ilita n t 
w ing of the unions as against a il 
super-clever substitutes represent
ed by proposals fo r  delay, media
tion, “ w a iting  fo r Roosevelt,”  and 
s im ila r fantasies. The unions can 
gain w hat they are strong enough 
to take from  the bosses in  a test 
of s trength— This is the outstand
ing lesson. of the m aritim e strike . 
The w a te rfro n t unions owe th e ir  
v ic to ry  to the v ic to ry  of the m il i
tan t policy w ith in  th e ir own 
ranks.

FIGHT T H E  FINK BOOK!
The big cloud now on the ho ri

zon is the Copeland F ink  Book— 
the attem pt, by governm ent in 
terference, to accomplish w hat 
the shipowners could not accom- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Cannon to Speak 
On Trade Unions

“ Trade Unions and P o litica l 
Parties”  w i l l  be the subject of 
a lecture by James P. Cannon, 
ed itor of Labor Action, on Sun
day evening, February 7, 1937, 
a t 236 Van Ness Avenue.

The meeting w il l  be under 
auspices of the Socialist P arty  
o f San Francisco.



Page Two LABOE ACTION

COLONEL WOOD ON MOSCOW TRIAL The Action Army
Noted Lawyer A nd  L ibera l Expla ins W hy He Defends T ro ts k y ’s R ig h t  O f  A s y lu m

Trotsky Answers 
Stalin’s Indictment
Again Challenges Accusers To Face An 

Impartial International Commission
By L E O N  T R O T S K Y

(These telegraphed statements appeared in the Manchester Guardian 
on January 25 and 26.)

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 25.—I t  is 
unnecessary to state tha t since 
1928 I  have had no relations 
whatever w ith  Radek and Piata- 
kov, who have periodica lly in 
sulted me in  the o ffic ia l press. 
P ia takov never v is ited me in 
Oslo and I have never been in 
Oslo except in  company w ith  the 
Knudsen fa m ily  and my own sec
retaries. I  have never known 
V la d im ir Romm, who is alleged 
to have played the pa rt of in te r
m ediary between m yself and Ra
dek. I  have abundant documen
ta ry  evidence to prove the im 
possib ility  of any meeting or per
sonal relations between m yself 
and the men who are now ac
cused in  Moscow.

PREPAIRING BOOK
F irs t, how can one accept the 

fac t tha t a ll the men who carried 
through the revo lution, w ith  one 
exception, Stalin, have become 
te rro ris ts , enemies of socialism, 
agents of the Gestapo, ready to 
dismember the U.S.S.R.?

Second, how is tha t these 
"c rim ina ls ,”  who fo r nearly to years 
have been com m itting te rrib le  
crimes can suddenly repent and 
a fte r having demanded death fo r 
others, suddenly demand i t  fo r 
themselves?

Third , how is one to explain 
tha t Z inoviev, Kamenev, and 
Other leaders of th is  alleged 
T ro ts k y is t ’ group, knew nothing 
about th is  grotesque plan to dis
member the U.S.S.R. fo r the bene
f i t  o f H it le r  and the Mikado, 
w h ile  Radek, whom nope of ps 
ever took seriously, suddenly re 
veals h im self a t the baud of a 
Wprld conspiracy?

Real
Çonspii-apy

I f  there is any conspiracy, i t  Is 
thé dpnspirjicy o f the G.P.U. I f

Stalin. S talin 's to ta lita ria n  dic
ta torsh ip  has come in to  ever 
iporp serious con flic t w ith  the 
economic and cu ltu ra l develop
m ent of the country. He is the 
embodiment of the bureaucracy. 
The s p ir it  of daring which he 
learned in  the school of the revo
lu tion  is now applied only to 
m a in ta in  his own om pippttnce 
and his own privileges by meth
ods tha t are fan tastic in  crim ina l 
ingenuity.

This last tr ia l shows tha t a 
te rrib le  po litica l cris is is ap
proaching in  Russia.

I  am ready to denounce S talin 
before any im p a rtia l and au thori
ta tive  in te rna tiona l commission, I 
make th is  appeal to a ll men of 
good w il l  and to a ll tha t section 
o f the press which is honest and 
independent and I know fu ll w e ll 
th a t the Manchester Guardian 
w i l l  be one of the f irs t  to serve 
the tru th  and hum anity.

M arine Strike 
Ends in  Great 
Union V ic to ry

(Continued from  Page 1) 
p lish in  open struggle—the strang
u la tion of the unions.

B ut the same m ilita n t policy 
which carried the unions to v ic 
to ry  in  the s trike  is the prescrip
tion  fo r  v ic to ry  in  the fig h t 
against the fin k  book— direct and 
unyie ld ing struggle.

The same treacherous and fa ta l 
po licy which was advocated to 
s ta ll o ff and avoid the s tr ik e  is 
again being offered now. ‘ ‘Don’t  
refuse the f in k  book; accept it, 
and protest a fte rw ard ,”— th is  is 
the suicide form ula now proposed 
in  some quarters.

W hat is a proposal fo r the un
ions o f the unlicensed personnel 
to surrender a ll the gains of the ir 
b itte r  struggle— nothing more.

UNIONS CAN WIN
W ill the Roosevelt adm in istra

tion , which made such pretensions 
of friendsh ip fo r labor, dare to 
t r y  to fasten the Copeland dog 
co llar around the necks o f the 
seamen? W ill they dare to aim 
such a d irec t blow against the 
unions afte r they have defeated 
the bosses in  a 99-day strike? 
Only i f  the unions bow th e ir neck 
to the yoke! Only i f  the unions 
lis ten  to treacherous advice to 
give up w ithou t a struggle!

A  f irm  and united stand o f the 
vank and file  of m aritim e labor 
can relegate the f in k  book to the 
discard. Now is the tim e fo r the 
m ilita n t elements in  the unions 
to put a ll th e ir power behind such 
a policy.

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 26.— The 
charges in  the present Moscow 
tr ia l are framed w ith  one object 
—tha t of exp lo iting in te rna tiona l 
relations in  order to suppress in 
te rna l enemies. S talin has in 
vented nothing new. He is m erely 
repeating several previous cases 
in an exaggerated form .

I t  is alleged, fo r instances, tha t 
in 1935 I  w rote through V lad im ir 
Romm (ex-correspondent of Izves- 
tia  in  W ashington) of whom I 
have never heard, to Radek, w ith  
whom I  have had no relations 
since 1928, te lling  h im  i t  was 
necessary to restore the cap ita lis t 
system in  the Soviet Union.

The G u ilty  
Party

But th is is exactly what is now 
being done by the new aristoc
racy of which S talin is the head. 
Stalin is therefore m erely try in g  
to a ttribu te  to me through the 
person of Radek the very policy 
which I  pub lic ly  accuse him  of 
pu tting  in to  practice.

For a fu lle r  statement of th is 
see m y last book, “ The Revolu
tion  Betrayed,”  already published 
in France, and which w ill soon 
appear in  English.

Then i t  is also alleged tha t I 
insisted in  secret le tte rs which 
cannot be seen, tha t German and 
Japanese capital Should be ad
m itted  to Russia, In  actual fact, 
I urged in  the press at the very 
moment when H itle r  was stre tch
ing out his hands to seize power, 
tha t the Red A rm y should be mo
bilized on the western fron tie rs  
of the Soviet Union as a demon
s tra tion  in  order to support and 
encourage the German pro le taria t. 
In the in te rna tiona l press I  de
nounced Stalin, Who begap to 
seek H it le r ’s favo r im m ediate ly

k a u f ' l o . V - f «  , - Tv \  P f t l i ' J p R
vibici) I wfhte pn tlie'Red Army 
in  1684 and which are published 
in several papers, I  prophesied 
tha t Japan would pome to grie f 
In the plains of Eastern Siberia.

f r ie n d ly
N p -z ia?

For the last several years, sec
ond place in  the lis t  of a ll these 
in te rna tiona l associates who ra il 
against me belonged to Goebels, 
Who comes only a fte r S talin h im 
self. In  1934 b ills  denouncing
T ro tsky and a ll T ro tsky is ts  cov
ered the boardings in  Berlin,
Those workers in Germany who 
thought as I  do are now serving 
terms of hard labor in  concen
tra tion  camps. The Nazis in Nor
way, who are closely connected 
to the German Nazis, broke in to 
the house where I  was domiciled 
on Aug. 6 last year and like  the 
S ta lin is ts  themselves, demanded 
my expulsion from  the country.

Only in  the to ta lita ria n  state 
Of Stalin, where the Soviets, the 
workers’ organizations, the press 
and the Bolshevik P arty  are a ll 
s tifled, on ly in tha t state where 
the bureaucracy alóne can speak 
—a priv ilege tha t has befen estab
lished as a monopoly of false
h o o d -o n ly  there could a tr ia l so 
obviously staged as th is one take 
place.

Charge
Nonsense

W hat could I  hope to gain from  
an alliance w ith  the Mikado and 
H itle r?  .Power? To what end? 
W hy even the most stubborn 
W hite  Russians exiled by the rev
olu tion have abandoned the idea 
of in tervention.

As a resu lt o f the defeat of the 
p ro le ta ria t throughout the world, 
my views are represented only 
by a tin y  m in o rity  in  every coun
try . These circumstances cannot 
now be changed, e ither by as- 
sissinating the Soviet bureaucracy 
or form ing an alliance w ith  Japan 
and Germany.

In  a ttr ib u tin g  such aims to me 
S talin wishes, among other 
things, to compromise me before 
public opinion in  democratic 
countries, and in  th is  way de
prive me of find ing  asylum any
where.

I  re ject a ll the statements con
cerning me made by the defend
ants. Not a single word is true.
I consider tha t m y po litica l task 
is, before everyth ing else, to de
stroy the contro l which The Sov
ie t bureaucracy now has over 
an im portan t section of the 
w ork ing class of the world. This 
po litica l and .theoretical work, 
which is not secret and which 
anyone may inspect and critic ize, 
gives me every satisfaction be
cause i t  is devoted to m ankind 
of the future.

(Charles Erskine Scott Wood, 
famous libe ra l lawyer and poet, 
w idely known as the author of 
‘‘Heavenly Discourse”  and other 
sa tirica l poetical works, became 
a member of ‘‘The Am erican 
Committee fo r the Defense of 
Leon T ro tsky.”  In  rep ly  to c r it i
cisms of th is  action he sent the 
fo llow ing le tte r to the Daily 
W orker. Upon the refusal of 
the D aily W orker to p r in t his 
le tte r, Colonel Wood released i t  
fo r general publication.— Ed.)

D a ily  W orker,
New Y ork City.

I have ju s t returned from  a 
holiday-season absence from  my 
home at Los Gatos, and find  
among accumulated newspaper 
m ail the D a ily  W orker, of Dec. 
17, forwarded from  Carmel, 
where I  do not live.

I  presume the W orker, fu ll 
of T ro tsky and the recent exe
cutions of fifteen  form er active 
Revolutionists, was sent to me 
because m y name appears on 
the T ro tsky Defense Committee.

I  greatly respect E arl Brow
der, and fe lt like  congratu lat
ing h im  on his reception at 
Terre Haute, by Force, T erro r
ism, B igotry  and Intolerance, 
a ll so foreign to the pronounce
ments in tha t Constitution of 
which we ta lk  so much and 
which we observe so litt le .

A t the outset, therefore, I 
w ish to answer fo r  m yself a 
question by Mr. Browder which 
I  observe on the fro n t page of 
the W orker: ‘‘Do you defend 
the r ig h t to use Asylum — (po
l i t ic a l)—to plot and execute as
sassination?”

I  answer very emphatically 
— No. And ne ither does anyone 
else inform ed in  In ternational 
Law  and the c iv iliz ing  and 
civ ilized doctrine of P o litica l 
Asylum.

P o litica l Asylum  im plies tha t 
the crim e m ust be political.— 
revo lt against ty ranny—against 
oppression and in justice  by 
Government— or something like  
that. I t  may be revo lu tion and 
piay involve assassination as a 
te rro r is t protest; but tho crime 
m ust be po litica l.

The country a fford ing asylum 
has no opinion— either approval 
or disapproval—but sim ply un
der the modern code of human
ity  ; offers refuge to one in  dan
ger because of his po litica l ac
tiv itie s .

Communists Should 
Favor Asylum

Communists should be the 
last to deny or lessen th is  doc
trine . W hat would have become 
of Lenin i f  Switzerland or Eng
land had surrendered him  to 
the Tsar?

B ut also i t  is a settled con
d ition  of Asylum  tha t the refu- . 
gee shall not abuse the protec
tion afforded him  and from  this 
harbor of safety continue his 
revo lu tionary activ ities  a n d  
make revo lu tionary soil of the 
country tha t has sheltered him.
I f  to a certa in ty  beyond doubt 
or question he does th is then 
at the option of and in  the dis
cretion of the protecting coun
try  he may be—not surrender
ed, fo r tha t would make the 
Asylum a partisan—but he may 
be driven out in to  the world.
I  presume Mr. Browder assumes 
tha t the confessions in open 
court of fifteen  conspirators, in
vo lv ing T ro tsky as d irecting 
head of a conspiracy to assass
inate Stalin, is su ffic ien t evi
dence to “ convict”  T ro tsky of 
the facts stated, and so of 
course to convict him  of having 
fo rfe ited  any r ig h t to asylum.

I  do not agree w ith  this. To 
be absolutely honest w ith  Mr. 
Browder and the W orker, fo rty  
years practice of the law, "in  
which I was much engaged in  
try in g  to secure justice and • 
free speech fo r the I.W .W .’s, 
Socialists (the “ Communists" 
of tha t period) and such like 
po litica l outcasts and “ enemies 
of society,”  has given me so 
much of experience in  confes
sions by men afterward proved 
innocent, w h i c h  confessions 
were secured by the T h ird  De
gree or by promises of im m un
ity , and I  know so much of the 
“ doping”  of vietim s about to be 
led to the chair or the gallows, 
tha t the unanimous confession 
of the fifteen  is to me not con-, 
vincing.

The reporter fo r the New 
Y ork Times who was a t the 
tr ia l and whose statem ent is 
in the W orker, says th is  unani
mous accusation against T rot- - 
sky, unanimous confession of 
gu ilt, refusal of counsel, unani- ■ 
mops pleading to . be shot, 
leaves him  “ baffled.”  The W ork
er, of course, gives statements } 

by other observers, who though : 
astonished saw no unfairness,,,

Maritime Labor And 
The Government

4. The Fight Against the Copeland Fink 
Book at an Acute Stage

The vicious legislation, present and proposed, aimed 
at destroying the m aritim e unions, is only the forerunner 
o f a care fu lly  planned drive on the part o f big industry 
and the government, to th ro ttle  a ll m ilitan t labor or
ganizations in  this country. Positive proof pf this fact, 
long well-known to a le rt workers was given this week in 
Secretary of Labor P erk in ’s proposal to Congress fo r the 
creation o f a permanent labor board w ith  authority  to 
intervene in a ll industria l disputes.

This is only the beginning. I t  w on’t be long before a 
“ Copeland fin k  book” w ill be suggested fo r a ll workers  
— g radually , one industry a t a tim e— the longshoremen  
first, then other transportation w orkers, then others in 
order. Every w o rker in w hatever trade, must rea lize  
tha t the present seaman’s struggle against the Copeland  
b ill is H IS  struggle, and tha t i f  the seaman loses, he 
w ill have an even more d iffic u lt fig h t in his turm

*  *  *  *

A t the present moment this struggle has reached all 
acute stage on the w a te rfron t because the government, 
has brazenly in jected the f in k  books and “ certificates 
o f e ffic iency”  into the m idst of strike negotiations de
libe ra te ly  to th row  confusion1 into union ranks. Relying 
on the w a te rfron t w ofkers’ na tu ra l eagerness to end the 
strike as soon as satisfactory agreements a le reached, 
the government has hoped to slip through a dastardly 
piece of legislation which i t  couldn’t  have put over at 
any other time against the united opposition of a ll m ari
time unionists.

Since 1934 the shipowners have been powerless in 
the face o f m ilitan t unionism to force b lacklisting books 
and certificates upon th e ir employees. Consequently they 
are using the government to accomplish the same pur
pose. These documents (the f in k  discharge book and the 
even more vicious “ e ffic iency”  certifica te) w il l be public 
p roperty and a ll the in form ation  on them w ill be avail
able a t a ll times to the shipowners, who w il l know only 
too w ell how to use th is in form ation however innocent 
i t  may appear on the book. Moreover, there is no way, 
outside of to ta l abolition, in  which the book and cer
tifica te  can be kept from  being used and fo r b lacklisting, 
purposes. This was even adm itted the other day in  an 
editoria l in the San Francisco Chronicle where i t  was 
stated tha t i t  would not be d if f ic u lt  fo r  shipowners to 
get around any “ anti-b lacklisting amendment”  which 
Copeland m ight get passed by Congress.

In  other words, to refuse to take  the book is to resist 
the anti-labor drive o f the shipowners, and to f ig h t for 
the very  life  of the unions. Because o f the inspiring  
unity  among seafaring w orkers against the fin k  books, 
the refusal to take the books can and must be successful.

i  *  *  *  *  '

The government is the obedient stooge o f the ship-

nothing “ staged.”  B ut in  spite 
of me, certa in puzzles arise in  
t t y  mind. I  do not seek them— 
they come of themselves: W hy 
the o ffic ia l announcement to 
the people in the governm ent’s 
O fficial organ tha t the conspira
tors had been shot “ in  spite of 
the ir pleas fo r mercy?” —W hy 
pleas fo r mercy?

They had refused mercy.—
Was facing death at last too 
much fo r them, these old sol
diers of the revo lution? — Or 
were they perhaps promised 
im m unity? I  must th ink, too, 
tha t i t  was a m istake in gov
ernm ental policy to have such 
speedy shooting—to le t silence 
come w ith  no possib ility  of fu 
ture disclosures. And I  th ink  
i t  was a m istake in policy not 
to hold out a few of these con
spirators as witnesses against 
Trotsky, who could appear 
against him, be cross-examined 
by him, or who could at least 
tear to pieces whatever defense 
he may make.

The only one who did not 
.confess and beg fo r death is the 
In form er—the only one saved 
is the In form er— and he the 
least valuable of a ll witnesses.
Inform ers are always d iscred it
ed.

D isturbing
Thoughts

Then I  cannot get r id  of the 
d isturb ing thought — T ro tsky:
One of the great revolutionists, 
turned assassin. W hat l i t t le  I 
do know of him  is tha t he and 
Lenin united in  a sound prac
tica l opposition against te rro r
ism, As I  remember it ,  they 
both in te llec tua lly  discarded 
terrorism  and agreed tha t i t  
was a useless revo lu tionary 
weapon—worse than useless— a 
kn ifp  which a l w a y s  turned 
against the one who used it.

T ro tsky a te rro r is t and try ing  
to play the pa rt from  exile: —
Impossible to do effective ly as 
i t  seems to me and as i t  has 
proved— risk ing  as he w e ll knew 
fo rfe itu re  of his honor and his 
refuge in asy lum — And above 
all, T ro tsky in  league w ith  Ger
man Nazis— the arch enemies of 
a ll he had given his life  to— 
the very opposite of Russian

- Communism. T ro tsky to stage
• a ' -reign of Terrorism-—and fo r 

what? To be the puppet and 
slave of H itle r  and the German 
stalq-^This seems incredible to

"A « » rr n H % i| i 'f  I I ..................l i ' ni I i —

q,Whet'S, Jjiding behind the cl pax pf “ neutral a iltuP ritT* 
and prestige. And, in turn, the government has its own 
stooges— two kinds o f them : the undisguised reaction
aries and the Stalinites.

The firs t are those who go about spreading delib
erate mis-statements im ita ting  those o f C. W. Sanders, 
supervising o ffice r of the navigation bureau. “ These 
books are the outgrowth o f such disasters as the Morro 
Castle and Mohawk, where inexperienced employees 
were to blame fo r the great loss of life ,”  Sanders was 
quoted in the papers. “ Use of these books w ill elim inate 
the chiselers who have even robbed life tim e seamen of 
the ir live lihood.”

The Morro Castle and Mohawk were manned by 
non-union crews, presumably “ company men”  whom the 
government agencies certified fo r service a t sea. Exist
ing laws already prescribe experienced crews, and both 
shipowners and government o ffic ia ls break these laws! 
Far from  elim inating “ inexperieiieed employees”  the 
Copeland books w ill make possible an extension of this 
collusion between offic ia ls and owners even in ports 
where unionism, which alone is able to m aintain real 
seamanship and safety-at-sea, has f in a lly  succeeded in  
establishing such standards.

*  *  *  *

The other stooges, the Stalinites, are  more subtly  
treacherous. T h ey  began by tak ing  (o u tw a rd ly ) a 
m ilitan t position against the fin k  book. But the high  
Stalin ite  o ffic ia ls  had a lready  w orked out a long-range  
plan  to help the Roosevelt adm inistration  to “ put over” 
the fin k  hooks, and to support his re-election in re 
turn  fo r prospective d ip lom atic  concessions to the Soviet 
Union. The  foreign policy of S talin  everyw here in  the  
w orld , in Spain, in France— has sacrificed the workers  
to these d ip lom atic  considerations

On the w a te rfron t the Stalinites worked to d ivert the 
m ilitancy o f the workers into a b lind a lley where they 
would be forced to accept the f in k  books. O f course the 
Stalinites don’t  dare te ll the seamen tha t the book is not 
a bad one, they merely say: “ I t  isn’t  as bad as we 
thought i t  was.”  They also explain tha t “ an amendment 
w il l elim inate the bad features.”  And now, fin a lly , they 
are te lling  m aritim e workers tha t they must accept the 
book— “ under protest.”  In  other words: accept the f in k  
boGk! This is the net result o f th e ir maneuvers.

L ittle  does the governm ent care w hether the seamen 
“protest” as long as they take  the book. The  govern
m ent w ould be glad enough to get the book over a t a ll 
— w hich it  d idn ’t th in k  could be done in  face o f the  
united opposition of a ll Pacific  Coast seamen. But the  
Stalinites jo ined  this united opposition only fo r the pu r
pose of d iverting  it  and strangling it in  the end.

They ra tionalize the ir present capitu la tory position 
by saying “ to resist the f in k  book w il l w reck the union.”  
But they also avoid explaining how disastrous to m ilitan t 
unionism acceptance o f th is book w il l be. S o lidarity  of 
a ll m aritim e workers in  refusing the book can effective ly 
defeat it. The Stalinites are doing a ll they can to weaken

this so lidarity.
That puts the issue squarely to the mari

time workers. I f  they want to defeat the 
fink book they have to expose and defeat 
the treacherous fink book policy of the 
Communist Party.

me—And yet the human mind 
is a strange kaleidoscope— M ira 
cles do happen.

I£ I  were being examined 
under oath fo r a place on the 
ju ry  to t ry  T ro tsky and was 
asked— Have you any precon
ceived opinion as to the g u ilt 
or innocence of the accused? 
I would prom ptly answer—No. 
Not an opinion. But certain 
ideas come to my m ind unso
lic ited, w h ich seem inconsistent 
w ith  his gu ilt.—And i f  the judge 
should go fu rthe r and ask— Is 
th is doubt or opinion so fixed 
in your mind tha t you could not 
discard i t  before competent evi
dence and under instructions 
from  the court?— I would an
swer— No. I t  is not a fixed opin
ion. Nothing so clear as tha t; 
nothing I  could not disregard 
before the weight of evidence 
and the ins truction  of the court. 
—And If the attorney fo r the 
prosecution said— You are not 
fr ien d ly  to Russia and the Stal
in  government, are you?—I 
would answer—You are very 
much m istaken; I  hailed the 
Russian revo lu tion and the Rus
sian idea of economic equality 
as the L ig h t of the W orld—and 
I  s t i l l  th in k  so.

U n til these recent confessions 
and executions I  was a partisan 
for the S talin government. I t  
has done much fo r the Russian 
people and to advance the Rus
sian idea. I was very favorable 
to i t—but now I  am disturbed. 
I do not regard the S talin gov
ernment RUSSIA, nor as the 
sole repository of the Russian 
idea. The Russian idea w ill live 
long afte r S talin and Tro tsky 
are gone. I  do not regard the 
Russian government as in fa lli
ble and not to be questioned 
any more than I  regard the 
Roosevelt A dm in is tra tion, from  
whiph I  have great hope, as in 
fa llib le  and not to be question
ed.

The M ea t of
the M a tte r

H aving made fu ll confession 
to the Da ily W orker, Mr. Brow
der and the world, w ith  much 
expense of space and ink, le t 
us now tu rn  to the meat of the 
m atter: Has T ro tsky been tried  
and found g u ilty  by any com
petent tribuna l of any country 
of the c iv ilized world?

(Continued Next Week)

By F R A N K  STE R N
The f irs t  two weeks of the drive fo r a thousand new 

subscribers fo r  Labor Action have come and gone, but we 
are s till fa r  from  our goal. Though in  many places the co
operation was splendid and though many ind iv idua l com
rades are doing excellent work, the drive hasn’t  rea lly  
gone over yet.

Local Stockton’s Action  A rm y 
brigade has made a s ta rt th is 
week w ith  20 cards and a prom 
ise of a repeater.Auto Strikers 

H o ld  F o rt In  
F lin t Plants

The new ly reorganized Fresno 
local of the party  opened th is 
week w ith  24 two-bit t r ia l subs. 
These comrades rea lly  in tend do
ing things.

(Continued from  Page 1) 
danger the steel drive and weaken 
a ll fu ture union campaigns.

W H Y  NOT?
A fte r a ll i f  Governor M urphy is 

w illin g  to use the N ational Guard 
to keep GM plants closed, why not 
save money and le t the s trike rs  do 
it?  They’ve done very w e ll for 
over a month. A c tua lly  tha t is 
what both M urphy and General 
Motors are worried about. M ur
phy, at least, is w illin g  to concede 
a good deal, PROVIDED THERE 
ARE NO MORE SIT-DOWNS.

Some Ind ication of the re lia b il
ity  of the N ational Guardsmen as 
union defenders was given in  the 
f irs t  days of m ilita ry  occupation. 
Associated Press, not noted fo r 
over-stating v io la tions of labor’s 
rights, states in  a February 2nd 
w ire, “ This afternoon ■ M ichigan 
Guardsmen, a t bayonet po in t push
ed a sm all group of pickets away 
from  Chevrolet’s m otor assembly 
department, P lant 4— seized a un
ion sound truck  because its  opera
tors were ‘doing too much ta lk 
ing,’ demolished a p icket shanty, 
and detained sixx men.”  These 
Guardsmen, who also shut o ff the 
food supply to sit-down strikers 
fo r  12 hours u n til public pressure 
forced a reversal, are to guarantee 
the plants against scabs!

SHERIFF AWED
E ffo rts  of GM o ffic ia ls  to oust 

the strikers through a vicious in 
junction  fa iled when the local 
she riff was overawed by popular 
sympathy w ith  the strikers and by 
the d iff ic u lty  of m oving men who 
sang “ we sha ll not be moved”  and 
meant it. He announced tha t Gen
eral M otprs would have to get an
other court order fo r eviction be
fore he would act.

F ina l Im portant news of the week 
was the attem pt of Secretary of 
Labor Perkins to gain subpoena 
power fo r herself so tha t she popld 
compel the appearanoe abd tes ti
mony .under oath , of a ll pa rtic ip 
ants In in du s tria l disputes.

th is request was the" refusal of 
GM president, A lfred  P. Sloan, to 
meet w ith  the Labor Secretary 
and union officers, the legis lation 
its e lf would give the government 
semi-fascist powers over labor un
ions.

PERKINS-CQOLIDGE FRONT
E xactly  the game leg is la tion was 

proposed by Calvin Coolidge and 
was too reactionary fo r  even his 
Republican Congress. That Madame 
Perkins, undoubtedly w ith  presi
dentia l consent, uses the auto 
s trike  as the pre text fo r seeking 
a rb itra ry  governm ent powers of in 
terference in  labor a ffa irs  is one 
more ind ica tion  o f the to ta lita ria n  
ambitions of the A dm in is tra tion .

Despite hasty endorsement by 
J o h n L . Lewis, the Perkins propos
al m et a cold reception in  both la
bor and congressional circles. The 
legis lation is apparently shelved 
fo r the moment, but the next la
bor show-down w il l  see a stronger 
A dm in is tra tion  e ffo rt to push i t  
through.

In  the meantime the fate of not 
on ly autos but the entire CIO cam
paign in  the mass production in 
dustries depends upon the va lian t 
garrison who “ hold the fo r t ”  in  
F lin t.

A CO-OPERATIVE  
GROCERY STORE

M arjorie  K errigan of San Diego 
spent a day v is itin g  contacts in 
order to see how successful she 
could be. Result— 8 visited, 8 subs 
sold. Comrade K errigan took 50 
more cards, and by now she’s 
rea lly  going to town.

W ith  th is m orn ing ’s m ail in  we 
find  tha t Chester Johnson of 
Minneapolis sends in  his second 
$10.00 b ill fo r an order of 40 
cards. T ha t makes 80 fo r the 
Minneapolis section of the Action 
Arm y. ’

From  B illings, Montana, comes 
a new rec ru it to the Action  A rm y 
R. M arie Hansen, who sends in  
five  dollars fo r 20 new sub cards, 
and adds a lis t  of prospective 
Action  A rm y members.

And in Glendale, Californ ia, 
Ben Sands comes to the fore w ith  
three . yearly subs and a plea fo r 
25c sub cards by re tu rn  mail. 
AVelcome to the Action  Arm y, 
Comrade Sands. We need more 
like  you.

Ernest Peri, our plugging Ac
tion A rm yite  in Los Angeles, has 
disposed of a lo t of cards too 
date, but we haven’t  as yet reach
ed a tota l. W e suspect i t ’s in  the 
v io in ity  of 50. However, the rest 
of the Action A rm yites in  L. A. 
seem to be sound asleep, And 
tha t goes double fo r San Fran» 
cisco. Wake up, comrades!

Though those lis ted here look 
like  a shining array, they stand 
almost alone in  the ranks of La» 
bor Action  builders. Unless every 
comrade comes through 'w ith slm* 
ila r  w ork Labor Action  is In 
grave danger.

Tho plan fo r the 25c three 
month tr ia l subscription drive is 
a simple one. I t  provides finan» 
c ia l support and ' builds c ircu la
tion  fo r Labor Action. AVe n e fjj
■«rt—iawrt A-aticm.
bers who w ill dispose of 8 two- 
b it subs weekly. This w ill cover 
the cost of publication and buijd 
an ever increasing c irc le  of read
ers.

A ll you have to do is send in  
the money fo r as many cards as 
you th in k  you can dispose of. 
They are 25c each, or fou r fo r  a 
dollar. You in tu rn  sell these 
cards to contacts and friends fo r 
25c each. The postage fo r the sub 
is paid here in  the office. A ll tha t 
is necessary is tha t the subscrib
er f i l l  in  h is name and address 
and drop i t  in  the m ail box.

Comrade K errigan in  San Diego 
has proven tha t i t  is possible to 
sell these cards sim ply by v is it
ing contacts and registered So
cia lists, o r by m aking a d irec t 
appeal to workers and trade- 
unionists.

The workers are ready fo r our 
message. The fie ld  fo r c ircu la tion  
is un lim ited. The price of the 
tr ia l sub is in v iting . A ll tha t is 
needed is an arm y o f determ ined 
Labor Action  builders to go out 
and do the work. Comrades send 
in  your orders fo r  tr ia l sub cards 
NOW. Don’t  delay. Labor Action 
must go on and m ust be bu ilt.

‘HOW ARD STREET’
Readers of Labor Action should 

be interested to know tha t a 
Cooperative Grocery Store, based 
upon the princ ip le  of the Roch
dale Stores in  Great B rita in , is 
now in  operation in  San Fran
cisco. A ctive  Socialists and trade 
unionists are among its  members.

The address of th is cooperative 
enterprise is 678 H a igh t Street. 
The store is run by volunteer 
help—members who w ork fo r  a 
liv in g  a t other jobs during the

Through an erro r in  the p r in t 
shop the name of the author of 
“ Howard Street”  in  last issue 
was om itted. The sketch was 
w ritte n  by Paul K o linsk i.

day— and is open to the public 
during the fo llow ing  hours;

Monday and Tuesday evenings, 
a fte r 8 p. m.

Saturday afternoons, between 2 
and 5.

CHICAGO M EETIN G !!
Let the T ru th  Be K now n!

TH E MOSCOW TRIALS  
AND TRO TSKY

.S n p f l I f  fs v o  •

FRANK W. McCULLOCH, 
NORMAN THO M AS  
ALBERT GOLDMAN

C hairm an

A t  the

Capitol Bldg., 159 N. State St., Drill Hall 
FEBRUARY 14th—3:00 P. M.

Auspices: Socialist P a rty  o f Cook County  
Admission 25 Cents
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They Are Organizing A Pogrom Against 
The Revolutionary Forces In Spain!

Stalinist Traitors Set Stage to Turn Machine Guns on P.O.U.M. and C.N.T.
By A L F R E D O  R O JAS

Eyes on Spain! And the most im portant facto r to be 
watched there, even more im portant than the m ilita ry  
struggle because its outcome w il l eventually also deter
mine the outcome o f the m ilita ry  struggle, is the lynch 
sp ir it being developed by the Stalinists against the POUM 
and the CNT.

Both the POUM and the C N T#—-----------------------------------------------------
have taken the position tha t the 
present struggle is a defin ite  one 
between socialism and fascism. 
For th is  “ crime,”  the S ta lin ists are 
determ ined to crush them, by force 
i f  necessary.

The revo lu tionary development of 
the Spanish p ro le ta ria t is the most 
embarrassing single obstacle to the 
in te rna tiona l strategy of Stalinism. 
For, i f  the Spanish workers go fo r
ward to seize a ll power, the new 
epoch of wars and revolutions— 
already foreshadowed by the E th i
opian war, the French general 
strikes, and the Spanish c iv il war 
■—w ill m ature rap id ly. The insp i
ra tion  of the Spanish workers w ill 
f ire  the French masses to renewed 
onslaught, to a d irect struggle for 
power. Europe w il l  burn w ith  the 
fires of pro le tarian revolution.

And th is  is counter to the plans

of Stalinism. The cynical bureau
crats in  the K rem lin  have lost all 
fa ith  in  the strength of the in te r
national w ork ing class. They put 
the ir fa ith , instead, in  the ir d iplo
m atic alliance w ith  the French im 
peria lists, which they hope also to 
extend to the B ritish  im peria lists. 
And they want to prove th e ir loy
a lty  to the cap ita lis t ru lers of the 
“ democratic countries”  by guaran
teeing them against revolution.

Hence the veritab le  pogrom 
against the Spanish workers’ or
ganizations which call fo r the revo-‘ 
lu tion . Hence the plot, in  combi
nation w ith  the Catalonian bour
geoisie, which drove the POUM 
out of the government.

A t f irs t  the S ta lin ists pretended 
tha t the expulsion of the POUM 
from  the Generalidad was in  ac-

Thirty-Six Hours 
To Los Angeles

W ritten In the Cab of a 21-Ton Truck, 
Going Up a Long H ill

By C R A R Y  T R IM B L E
The so lidarity  o f the working-class is one of the most 

heartening experiences a h itch-h ike r meets on the road. 
When i t ’s cold and dark, when you need a ride most, the 
chances are tha t the smooth, fast cars (w ith  a single d riv 
er and cqinpletely em pty car) w il l sail by and leave you 
Sanded, ft’s the worker vith ----- ------  —
f it t jp  qM ra tify  Ford roadster who 
stops fo r you because “ he knows 
What j t  ig to he stuck on the 
rp a d ”

*  *  *

W e wiU always remember the 
qqe whp pipked us up ip. Qqp- 
zales. He had p passenger al
ready, and his rum ble seat was 
fu ll, bu t he stopped fo r us, even

— tot-
h im  |n d  lps frjepd. A lm ost his 
f ir s t  words a fte r we got in  were 
th a t the working-class . had to 
s tick  together and help each other 
because up ppe else would.

He was a young, fr ien d ly  per- 
Spq. He had hop© and am bition 
to live  a fu ll, honest life . In 
stead, he was eking out an ex
istence by w ork ing on a farm  
trac to r— nigh t s h ift—fo r 30 cents 
an hour. On tha t he tried  to 
live, help his fam ily , and keep 
Cheerful. H e 'kn ew  w hat the score 
was, and w ith  a l i t t le  more con
tac t w ith  union princip les and 
tactics would he a leader in  his 
group.

He staked us to coffee to warm 
us up before we w ent on, and we 
gave him  some copies of Labor 
A ction—the issue w ith  the story 
about the reg is tra tion  of agricu l
tu ra l workers. He said he would 
give some copies to his friends, 
and we gave him  a three-month 
sub fo r which he was very grate
fu l. H is eyes shone as he read 
ahout other workers and the ir 
struggles and he was glad to get 
a paper tha t was w ritte n  fo r the 
working-class. T a lk ing  to h im  
gave us courage to “ take”  the 
long, cold waits and slow trave l
ing because of the bad breaks we 
seemed to get on th is trip .

*  *  *

And any tou ris t who makes 
nasty rem arks in  m y presence 
about these big old trucks tha t 
c lu tte r up the highway w il l  have 
to do ba ttle  w ith  me— personally. 
W hen you’re stuck on a desolate 
road at the edge of a town which 
isn ’t  even a dot on the map, and 
wondering i f  the one “ eat”  stand 
w il l  stay open long enough fo r 
you to go in and warm up along 
about the f if th  hour of the ten 
before dawn i t ’s the truck-driver 
who w il l  help you out. Hunched 
up w ith  the cold and humbled by 
the elements, you wave a shiver* 
in g  thumb at the fast touring 
cars. O ften as not the d rive r w i l l  
shy away as he tears by— as if  
you had pointed a gun a t him, 
and the a ir fa ir ly  burns w ith  his 
comments about the “ bums”  by 
the wayside at n ight. But a 
truck-driver, w ith  his schedule to 
make and a heavy load to stop 
and start, w il l th row  on his f if ty -  
seven varieties o f brakes and 
take you on. He, too, knows 
w hat i t ’s like  to be stuck in  a 
place like  tha t. T ha t’s so lida rity !

*  *  *

Or la ter, a fte r an hour and a 
h a lf of w a iting  in  the ra in— 
shoulders wet, w ater tr ic k lin g  o ff 
m atted h a ir and runn ing coldly 
down behind your ears in to  your 
heck, a damp c h ill seeping into 
your bones, and every muscle 
tw isted from  fig h tin g  the shivers 

-a big 21-ton tra ile r-tru ck  (slow
and cramped fo r space because of power to them !

its  batte ry of gear sh ifts ) stops. 
A  fresh, sweet hed in  the best 
kate l never looked so good as 
tha t warm, dry  cab. And v ib ra t
ing through the cab (like  steam 
o ff a wet pavement dry ing in  the 
sun) a rich , raw  smell of work. 
Ope of those combinations of 
many smells tha t lose the ir own 
id e n tity  and take on a new sub- 
stain’g err TTretr pw ir nttirtuTe 
of d irt, age, and oil, the piercing 
sting of a rancid leather jacket, 
and the undying atmosphere tha t 
cjingg to w ork clothes worn In 
the a ll-n igh t eat jo in ts . That is 
an odor which I  shall remember 
w ith  more pleasure than a w h iff 
of some rare perfume. I t  sym
bolized the warm  friendliness of 
qne w orker w ith  a job for his 
fe llow -w orker on the roach Soli
da rity  again!

* * *
Three ipontns ago, the truck- 

drivers who stopped were half- 
dead from  sleep. Tlrey ran a 
14-hour schedule, had to help un
load, grab w hat sleep they could 
w h ile  the new load was packed 
In the truck, and then head back 
over the same 14-hour run. And 
now, most of the drivers are wide 
awake, fu ll of pep, and w ith  an 
a ir of proud independence that 
is heartening in comparison to 
the beaten, tired, hang-dog look 
of the unorganized truck-drivers.

Trucks aren’t allowed to come 
in to San Francisco w ith  non-union 
drivers, and the same w ill soon 
be true in Los Angeles. The ad
vance in  organization among the 
drivers who w ork in and out of 
Los Angeles is something to cele
brate. The tide is tu rn ing  now, 
and i t  sure is good to hear a 
d rive r ta lk  about home fo r a good 
sleep when he gets in  a fte r a run 
w ith  a heavy load. He doesn’t 
touch the load a fte r he drives i t  
in to the term inal. He has tim e 
to rest, see his fam ily  or friends, 
and see something besides trucks 
before he takes another load out.

One line  has a completely 
closed shop. They run the San 
Francisco-Los Angeles trek  in 
three sh ifts, get paid good wages, 
and have tim e off between, w ith  
a fu ll Sunday to themselves.

*  *  *

Tim e was when I  rode With 
truck drivers who actua lly  looked 
scared when I  ta lked about union 
organization. They’d heard about 
somebody ge tting  fired  fo r being 
in  the union.

One fe llow  who picked us up 
seemed so wide awake and rested 
tha t I  was surprised— it  was so 
un like the old experience of hav
ing to keep the d rive r awake so 
he wouldn’t  run o ff the road. I  
asked him  what hours he ran. 
When he to ld me about “ sh ifts ”  
and "7-hour runs”  and good 
wages, and tim e off, I knew the 
boys m ust have been busy organ
izing. I  said, “ You boys must 
have a union to get hours like  
tha t.”

H is quick comeback was, “ You 
bet your sweet life  we have a 
u n io n !”  And from  what he and 
others to ld Us, i t  won’t be long 
before the truck ing  in  Ca liforn ia 
w ill be 100 per cent union. More

cordance w ith  the “ popular w ill. ”  
The ■ other elements in  the new 
cabinet, however, insisted on 
clearing th e ir sk irts  of any re
sponsib ility  and therefore pub
lished a declaration tha t the issue 
was one solely between the Sta- 
in ists and the POUM. Since then, 
the S ta lin is t leader in Catalonia, 
Comorera, has b lun tly  stated tha t 
“ We provoked the governmental 
crisis w ith  fu ll consciousness of 
our responsib ility .”

The f ir s t  step against the 
POUM was the campaign of In
famy. The second was Its ex
pulsion from  the government. The 
th ird  step, now unfold ing, is noth
ing more or less than an a t
tem pt at Its physical crushing, 
annih ilation. We have already re
ported in  these pages details of 
the f irs t  two steps. The la test 
papers a rriv ing  from  Catalonia 
give us some details of the th ird  
step.
C am paign of 
Incitem ent

“ Mundo Obrero,”  chief S ta lin is t 
organ of Spain, in  an ed ito ria l of 
December 25th calls the POUM 
m ilitan ts , “ provocateurs,”  and 
"w orthy companions of the as
sassins of K irov, the agents in 
Spain of the agents of H itle r ’s 
police.”  I t  says th e ir press re
ports “ coincide en tire ly  w ith  vha t 
is everyday released by the Fas
cist press,”  and calls them “ de
voted servants of Fascism,”

F ina lly , “ Mundo Obrero” —not 
daring to face the POUM in  open 
discussion and covering th is up 
by saying, “ I t  is not necessary 
to answer one ward of the ir in 
famous lite ra tu re ” —calls fo r the 
suppression of the POUM: “ We 
demand th a t these provocateurs, 
ip the service of Fascism, be not 
perm itted to continue the ir v ile  
campaign, which is acclaimed by 
the Fascist camp.”

The line la id down by “ Mundo 
Qbrero”  is stated even more 
grossly by its lopal satellites. 
Thus the “ Red Flag,” AJicante 
organ Of the S talin ists, declares: 
“ Qne must consider the elements 
of the POUM as much or more 
dangerous than those which are 
besieging M adrid. We ponsider 
them as the general s ta ff of the 
F ifth  Column (of Franco). And 

-singe— we m ust annihila te ~ th®-

F ifth  Column, we m ust g ive them 
(the POUM) no quarter.”

Thus the stage is set fo r tu rn 
ing machine guns on the FOUM, 
in  order to prevent the socialist 
revolution.

Plot Denounced  
By C N T

The CNT was tricked  in to  
agreeing to the exclusion of the 
POUM from  the Catalan govern
ment, under the form ula tha t no 
pro le tarian p o l i t i c a l  parties 
would partic ipate in the cabinet. 
Thus, ostensibly, only the trade 
union federations would be repre
sented. Thus, the old anarchist 
prejudice against po litica l parties 
was manipulated.

But under the form ula tha t 
they represented the “ petty-bour
geois elements in industry ,”  the 
chief cap ita lis t party, Catalan Es
querra, also joined in  thè cabi
net. And the S ta lin is t leaders rg- 
entered the government as the 
form al representatives of the 
trade union federation, UGT.

But soon the CNT began to 
realize its  mistake. The radio sta
tions of the F A I—the AnarchJjt 
Iberian Federation— and the Bar
celona organization of . the CNT 
—broadcast speeches denouncing 
the p lo t against the POUM. Meaii- 
while, steps were taken by the 
reform ists against the CNT in  
Madrid, where i t  is fa r weaker 
than in  Catalonia.

The CNT published a m ani
festo, dated from  M adrid, Decem
ber 22, po in ting out its  various 
attempts to w ork in  harmony 
w ith  the UGT, but tha t “ systè- 
m atica lly  there is denied to our 
comrades representation in  d i
recting bodies where we are a 
m inority . W ithou t cause or stated 
m otive our comrades are dis
armed in some places. In  others, 
they are denied the r ig h t to or
ganize in to  the CNT."

The manifesto ends w ith  an 
appeal fo r cooperation, but makes 
clear the determ ination of the CNT 
not to be cut to pieces by such 
methods. The la test move against 
the CNT is the forced suspension 
of its M adrid daily, “ CNT,”  w ith  
no reasons given—exactly as the 
“ POUM,”  a daily, was suspended 
in  M adrid several weeks ago. ....

Only a few days a fte r the 
Oatahrn— cabinet was orgaffmSi.w

w ith  a re-shuffling of cabinet 
posts which sent Domenech, the 
CNT leader, from  the M in is try  o'f 
Food to the M in is try  of Public 
Services, the S ta lin is t leader 
Comorera attacked Domenech’s 
previous conduct of the Food M in
is try . In a conference w ith  the 
press, Domenech was able to 
show tha t d ifficu ltie s  in procur
ing wheat were m ain ly  due to 
the non-cooperation of the con
tro l government, and Comorera 
had to re trea t somewhat. But 
th is  incident reveals the kind of 
campaign which the S talin ists are 
planning against the CNT; os
tensib ly on non-political grounds 
they w ill seek to drive the CNT 
out of the government as they 
did the POUM.

C ounter-A ttack  
O f P O U M

Since its  expulsion from  the 
government, the POUM has 
c learly  realized the te rrib le  im 
plications of the S ta lin is t cam
paign, and is da ily d riv ing  the 
po litica l meaning home to the 
masses through the six or more 
dailies whioh the POUM now 
publishes. Its  chief organ, “ La 
Bata lla ,”  n o w  begins t  o look 
da ily more like  an ag ita tiona l or
gan, above a ll emphasizing every 
day the need fo r workers com
mittees, dem ocratically elected, in 
every factory, fie ld  and m ilit ia  
column — namely, the Soviets, 
which “ La B ata lia ”  declares, can 
alone d irect the destinies of the 
masses.

In  a speech to twelve thousand 
.Workers in  Barcelona on Decem
ber 27, the POUM leader, Andres 
Nin, said:

“ One of the pretexts on which 
was based the maneuver against 
us was tha t we attacked the 
USSR. We have never attacked 
the USSR. When we fig h t for 
the Spanish socialist revo lu tion 
we comport ourselves as the best 
friends of the USSR. I f  In Spain 
the workingclass does not seize 
power, a step back w ill be taken, 
thanks to which the in ternationa l 
bourgeoisie w i l l  be in a position 
to a ttack the USSR. The friends 
of the Russian Revolution are 
those who are figh ting  fo r the 
trium ph of the pro le tarian revo
lu tio n  in Spain. ___
— ifCfri' the"'Aragbh '"front no arms

are being sent because of our 
presence there. Catalonia does 
not receive the same aid that 
the rest of Spain receives. The 
point is tha t the counter-revolu
tionary bureaucracy or Moscow 
wants to be absolutely certain to 
contro l the po licy of our country 
and the course of our revolution. 
For th is reason the Aragon fron t 
receives an ins ign tficau! amount 
of a id; and fo r th is  reason 30,000 
boys are sent from  Valencia to 
Barcelona during the Children’s 
Festival Instead of 30,00ii rifles. 
The elim ination of the POUM 
from  the government of t l  e Gen- 
eralidad has a profound signi
ficance.

Reformists Versus  
Revolutionists

“ I t  is not, as some w ill say, 
something which can be resolved 
by good w ill between two M arx
is t organizations. I t  is not a 
m atter of sm all differences. . . . 
I t  is not a question of simple 
phrases. I t  is a m atter of d if
ferent conceptions. Thus ‘Mundo 
Obrero’ states tha t we are not 
going through the pro le tarian 
revolution, but the democratic 
revolution. That is not Marxism 
and has nothing in  common w ith  
us.

“ Between us and the reform ists 
in  our revo lu tion there are ir re 
ducible differences. We are 
firm ly  convinced and absolutely 
certain tha t the w orker com
rades of the PSUC (Catalan Stal
in is ts), the CP of Spain and the 
SP, cannot share the position 
followed by those who lead these 
organizations. In the hour of the 
decisive struggle fo r the socialist 
revolution, these comrades w ill 
be w ith  us, and the false leaders 
and the bureaucrats of the labor 
movement w ill inev itab ly  he on 
the other side of the barricades.”

Such terms represent a sharp 
tu rn  from  those used by the 
POUM w hile they were in the 
Catalan Peoples F ron t Govern
ment. One can only hope that 
the POUM w ill be led firm ly  
along th is line of revo lu tionary 
class struggle. The frequent gy
ra tions of the POUM during the 
last, year have on ly served to 
weaken i t  and the prospects fo r

revolution.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN FRANCE
2. The M etal W orkers' Strike A nd The Peoples' F ron t

On November 18, 1936, 2,509
metal workers struck at F ives-L ille  
because an in flu e n tia l m ilita n t 
Emil© Meyer, a coppersmith was 
fired. .The movement im m ediate ly 
spread throughout the entire L ille  
d is tr ic t w ith  its  12,500 metal w ork
ers. The shops were occupied. The 
trade union bureaucracy th a t had 
been doing nothing to combat the 
flag ran t vio lations by the bosses of 
the agreements signed afte r the 
June strikes, and tha t had continu
a lly  restrained the workers from  
taking any action themselves, now 
became very active indeed.

The demands of the s trike rs  were 
im m ediate ly lim ited  to the in tro 
duction of the 40-hour week, and 
a 15 per cent wage increase to meet 
the ris ing  cost of liv ing . I t  must 
be remembered tha t the collective 
agreements and the laws called fo r 
both the 40 hour week, and fo r the 
adjustm ent of salaries to meet the 
rise in  prices tha t would fo llow  the 
devaluation of the franc. Moreover, 
to present minimum demands at 
the very outset is to place the 
workers at a disadvantage both in  
the negotiations w ith  the bosses 
and in  m obiliz ing support fo r the 
strike.

Concerted D rive  
A gainst W orkers

The sm all shops, 23 in  number, 
settled alm ost im m ediate ly, but the 
large plants, F ive-L ilies, Peugeot, 
A lsthom  etc., who had precip itated 
the struggle, were organized in to  a 
syndicate the members of which 
were hound not to deal ind iv idua lly  
w ith  the unions. These Indus tria l
ists, closely linked w ith  the Fas
cists and w ith  Comité des Forges 
(the Frenen Steel T ru s t), had mo
bilized fo r the struggle, and had 
prepared months in  advance to 
crush the workers.

The C. G. P. F. (the General Fed
eration of French Industria lis ts ) 
had already come out against the 
application of the 4Ó hour week and 
even more v io len tly  against any in 
creases in  wages. Here then was 
the beginning of a concerted drive. 
Obviously, the success of the strike, 
in  the face o f such an alignment, 
depended on its  extension through
out the entire  Nord d is tr ic t, hold ing 
in reserve the th rea t of a general 
counter-offensive on the part of the 
600,000 organized m etal workers ih 
the country.

The strategy of the bosses was 
equally obvious: to  iso late the

strikers, and to defeat the workers 
piecemeal.

The actual contro l of a large part 
of the French trade union move
ment generally is now in  the hands 
of the Communist Party, whose 
functionaries hold strateg ic t i’ade 
union posts. Hòw did these trade 
union leaders rep ly to the offensive 
launched by the bosses? They did 
the ir best to prevent the s trike  
from  spreading.

In  the L ille  d is tr ic t Itse lf, the 
secretaries of the union, M angliihe 
and Gauthier, hewing to the Stai- 
in is t line, im m ediate ly applied to 
the prefect of the police in  the 
Nord d is tr ic t to “ neutra lize”  the 
factories, i. e., to get the workers 
out o f the factories. B u t the s trike  
could not be easily isolated,

There were immediate repercus
sions in  nearby Valenciennes w ith  
its  25,000 metal workers. On Sat
urday, November 20, the assembled 
delegates of the Valenciennes fac
tories voted to jo in  th e ir L ille  com
rades— but they did not strike. 
They were restrained by MUs- 
meaux, the S ta lin is t Deputy from  
the Nord d is tr ic t and by Semai, one 
of the S ta lin is t secretaries o f the 
M etal W orkers Federation.

Role o f the  
Stalinists

On Nov. 21 Semat wrote In l ’IÌU- 
m anite to explain tha t the m etal 
workers were absolutely opposed to 
resorting to stay-in strikes, because 
“ they did not w ish to sp lit the 
People’s F ron t.”  I t  must be under
stood tha t the M in is te r of W ar 
Daladier, speaking fo r the Radical 
Socialist P arty, had f la t ly  inform ed 
his colleagues in  the People's F ron t 
th a t the Radicals would not to le
rate stay-in strikes— because they 
endangered the cause of national 
defense.

On th is issue the Radicals th rea t
ened to sp lit. Therefore the S talin
ists were equally adamant In get
ting  the workers to re fra in  from  
u tiliz in g  the ir most effective s trike  
weapon. B ut the workers had and 
have no other recourse against the 
offensive of the bosses which even 
Semat could no t deny Vas being 
conducted.
Said Semat, “ The bosses resist, 
maneuver, a ttack and sabotage 
these laws”  (L ’Hum anite, Nov. 21). 
Semat’s recourse Is to plead w ith  
the bosses: “ the occupation of fac
tories would never again take place 
If the bourgeoisie would honestly

aepept the laws of ‘social progress’ 
Which are s t ill inadequate , .

The bosses, however, are “ hon
estly”  bent on “ resistance, maneuv
ering, a ttack and sabotage.”  They 
feel tha t they must smash the 
workers’ movement before i t  gets 
out of hand. Contrary to the 
People’s Fronters they do not be
lieve the status quo can be m ain
tained inde fin ite ly , and they are 
ih  m orta l fear of revo lu tionary de
velopment. Needless to say, they 
are not to be dissuaded by pleas. 
Ne ither can the workers in  a ll 
cases. As we know, the L ille  w o rk
ers Struck. And we also know what 
course the Stalin ists pursued in 
L ille  and in  Valenciennes.

Repercussions in  
Sambre Basin

But the L ille  s trike  had reper
cussions likew ise in  the Sambre 
basin where there are 15,000 w ork
ers  and 2,000 technicians. The 
workers In the Sambre basin as 
w e ll as in  Valenciennes, Denain 
and Anzin had been negotiating 
w ith  the bosses fo r months— ever 
since the June strikes. In  Novem
ber they were s t i l l  w ithou t a col
lective agreement.

The demands of the 40-hour 
week, and the 15 per cent increase 
could not but appeal to them. More
over, the unions in  Mauheuge, the 
largest center In the Sambre basin, 
were bound w ith  the unions in 
Valenciennes by a pact ra tifie d  by 
the ir factory delegates tha t they 
would act in  so lida rity  against the 
bosses.

On November 26, the French in 
dustria lis ts were so w e ll satisfied 
■With the progress Of th e ir offensive 
in  the key m etal indus try  tha t the 
C.G.P.F. (the General Federation of 
the French Indus tria lis ts ) broke 
o ff a ll negotiations w ith  the repre
sentatives of the French trade 
unions (the C.G.T.). On the same 
day t he M etal W orkers Congress 
convened in  Paris.

Jouhaux, the secretary of the 
C.G.T., spoke there, and among 
other th ings he said: “ I f  contrary 
to our wishes, we do not receive a 
defin ite  word (from  the C.G.P.F.), 
we w ill give the floo r to the Gov
ernment which need only u tilize  the 
agreements acceptable to us to ap
ply the necessary legal steps.”  On 
tha t self-same day, the delegates of 
the Sambre basin la id  th e ir g riev
ances before the national leader

ship at the Congress, and, of 
course, came away empty handed.

That very evening the Sambre 
delegates met and unanimously 
voted for an immediate strike. The 
next m orning the factories were 
occupied in Maubege, Sous-le-Bqis, 
Feignies, Requinies, Hautm ont, Aul- 
nay, and Rouzies.

Secretary Borne rushed post
haste to Maubauga but was unable 
to sway the workers there. I f  
Maubeuge struck, Valenciennes had 
to follow , as per agreement— BUT 
the leaders of the Valenciennes 
trade unions— w ith  Musmeaux once 
again at the head—were more suc
cessful. They ins tan tly  concluded 
an agreement w ith  the bosses, and 
thus broke the so lida rity  pact.

Isolating the  
Strikers

The L ille  bosses fa iled In the ir 
attempts to isolate and to break 
the ranks of the s trikers  by sp lit
ting  o ff the technicians. The L ille  
technicians remained staunchly 
w ith  the workers. But the S ta lin 
ists were fa r more Successful. Their 
policies isolated the 30,000 strikers 
in  Maubeuge and L ille  from  the ir 
fe llow  workers in  the Nord basin, 
and from  the 600,000 workers na
tionally.

These isolated Workers were now 
le ft to face the fu ll fu ry  o f the 
bosses’ offensive. Arm ed fascist 
gangs w ent in to  action. V a lian t 
Coutdrier w ritin g  in  l ’Hum anite 
was compelled to adm it tha t there 
was being formed and u tilized  on a 
national scale “ an organization of 
strikebreakers very  s im ila r to the 
B lack Hundreds in  old Russia.”  B ut 
the workers gave a good account
ing  of themselves.

The entire cap ita lis t press was of 
course mobilized against the s tr ik 
ers. The reactionary Senate de
manded im mediate action on the 
pa rt o f the Government. Whose 
government was i t  anyway? And 
in  addition the bosses resorted to a 
neat l i t t le  tr ic k —they w ithhe ld ihe 
wages due to the strikers.

Said l ’Hum anite (Dec. 12), ‘ for 
the f ir s t  tim e in  the h is to ry  of 
w ork ing class struggles they have 
refused to pay the back wages to 
16,000 workers.”  The suffering 
among the fam ilies of the strikers 
was so Intense tha t the Stalin ists 
even m obilized a prelate of the 
Church to appeal ( in  vain) to the 
bosses to at least pay the .wages.

(Continued Next Issue)

Picket Duty for
Red Truck

The big red Socialist Sound

w ith  ag ricu ltu ra l workers here. 
Prospects fo r union w ork  are so 
b righ t tha t they make th is u r
gent appeal fo r help.

T ruck Number One is in  Califor- Paula Aragon, state YPSL or-
n ia! Its in troduction to the gol
den state was the s trike  of celery 
fie ld  workers in the San Diego 
area.

The truck  was prom ptly put to 
work by the Jo in t Council of San 
Diego A g ricu ltu ra l Unions. A  
union organizer climbed aboard 
and the truck headed fo r the 
celery fields. Beside each fie ld  
where workers were s t i l l  picking, 
the truck  drew up and records of 
Mexican and Spanish songs went 
out over the powerfu l am plifiers. 
Curiosity emptied the fie lds and 
the Spanish-speaking union or
ganizer had an audience ready to 
lis ten to his ta lk  and sign up for 
p icket duty.

W ith  tha t christening, the red 
truck is due fo r big things in 
C a liforn ia !

* * # *

Tour Schedule 
For State

From  San Diego, the Red Truck 
came on to Los Angeles and sur
rounding towns, and then pro
ceeded up the va lley v is iting  
Bakersfield, Fresno, Stockton and 
Sacramento. I t  is scheduled fo r 
Fresno and v ic in ity  F riday and 
Saturday, Feb. 5th and 6th; Stock- 
ton and v in ie ity , Monday and 
Tuesday, Feb. 8th and. 9th; Sac
ramento Wednesday and Thurs
day, the 10th and I l t h ;  and w ill 
then move in to  the Bay Area for 
at least a week. (These dates 
are tentative, Crary Trim ble on 
the Red Special will write di
rectly to each local g iv ing exact 
dates.

One old tim er down San Diego 
way looked over the sound truck  
and then said, “ Gosh, th is Is sure 
some d iffe ren t from  the old Deb’s 
Red Special of 1912. The sound 
equipment may be new, but the 
modern edition has the same 
s p ir it which b u ilt Socialism in 
the west twenty-four years ago.”* * * *
Los Angeles Local 
Changes Address

Los Angeles comrades have a 
new office in  Room 419, Grosse 
Bldg., 124 W. 6th St. The Modern 
Book Shop has also moved to 
th is ne^v address.

*  *  *

Oxnard Asks For
Agricultural
Organizer

Comrades in Oxnard, down Ven-
spcce§sfpL ,cetisj}iamatiiHL- .a t  tb&» 4 ^ - ;W sy¡ have- offered- to--en;rpty--Uurty-a--disas30c ia t ion---frTmr-''RTfbtrr

ganizer who was active in  Los 
Angeles fie ld  s trike  area, w ill 
stop over in Oxnard after v is it
ing Valley locals. Paula speaks 
Spanish and knows the ropes of 
ag ricu ltu ra l work.

Other c o m r a d e s  interested 
should get in  touch w ith  the 
State Office.

*  *  *  *

Convention Ballots 
Sent to Locals

Ballots fo r the election of dele
gates to the national convention 
are in  the hands of local secre
taries. Members at large w ill re
ceived ballots w ith in  the week. 
A ll votes mailed to the State 
O ffice on or before March 5th 
w ill be counted.

Nominees are M illie  Goldberg, 
P. Maniscalco, E. D. Patterson, 
Joseph Plecarpo, W ard Rodgers, 
Clarence Rust, Crary T rim ble, 
Glen T rim ble and Gardner W ells. 
Five are to be elected as dele
gates.

Note: Locals should notify the 
state office at once of their dele
gates to the state convention, 
February 20-22.

*  *  » #

Minneapolis
Note

Local M inneapolis o f the So
c ia lis t P arty  announces tha t Ru
bin Latz, business agent of the 
Laundry W orkers’ Union, local 
188, is no longer a member of 
the Party. H is actions during the 
recent elections in his union, in  
which he acted in  a th irough ly 
un-Socialist, even anti-Soclalist 
manner, has made i t  necessary 
fo r h im  to sever his connections 
w ith  the Socialist movement.

Local M inneapolis of the So
c ia lis t P arty  is deeply concerned 
fo r the welfare of the labor and 
Socialist movement, and has al
ways Instructed its  members in  
workers’ organizations to act in  
the best interests of the workers’ 
movements. We cite the recent 
growth of the local labor move
ment fo r proof, fo r in many cases 
one w ill find  Socialists in  lead
ing roles among the progressive 
labor forces of th is city.

Therefore, when in  rare in 
stances i t  Is found tha t a So
c ia lis t is acting against the best 
interests of the labor movement, 
the Socialist P arty  ‘ takes tlfe 
steps necessary to discontinue and 
to aholish such practices. The

‘keep”  fo r an organizer to w ork  Latz is such a step.

Socialist Convention 
Discussion Opened

CHICAGO.— Looking forw ard to 
the im portant, ' special national 
convention in  Chicago starting  
March 26', Socialist pa rty  branches 
and locals have set aside special 
meetings to discuss the im portant 
items on the agenda.

The special convention was 
called " in  order to consider the 
application of Socialist principles 
and program to the present tim e 
and to form ulate plans fo r meet
ing conditions tha t w ill confront 
the party  in the coming years.”

Among the subjects being dis
cussed by Socialists throughout 
the country are w ork w ith  other 
organizations, the activ ities of 
the Socialist pa rty  w ith  respect 
to labor unions, cooperatives and 
other economic organizations, the 
re la tionship of the Socialist 
pa rty  to labor parties, reorganiza
tion  of party  machinery, party  
press, finances, and machinery 
fo r m aking the Socialist anti-war, 
anti-fascist position more effec
tive.

A  sub-committee of the national 
action committee has made de
tailed plans to provide fo r a 
maximum of discussion tim e at 
the convention afte r which the 
150 delegates w ill,  by m a jo rity  
vote, decide the fu tu re  course of 
the party. The members of the 
sub-committee are Roy E. B urt,

chairman, H y  F ish, secretary, 
A rth u r G. McDowell, and A lb e rt 
Goldman.

Modelled a fte r the European 
m ethod,' a discussion technique 
new to Am erican Socialist con
ventions w ill be used. Reporters 
w ill be chosen In advance to rep
resent the variq iis  viewpoints in  
the party. These reporters w i l l  
be responsible fo r presenting 
resolutions on the various items 
on the agenda which w il l  ade- 
quotely represent a ll those mem
bers of the pa rty  who adhere to 
a pa rticu la r viewpoint.

To insure a fu l l  and free dis
cussion, there w il l  be a special 
pre-convention discussion supple
ment in  the “ Socialist C a ll" 
every week s ta rting  Feb. 13. The 
“ Am erican Socialist M on th ly " 
w ill devote its  next two issues 
to convention discussion. The 
columns of Labor Action  are now 
open fo r discussion artic les by 
party  members.

Local Cook County, the host to 
the convention, has appointed an 
arrangements committee to se
cure a proper ha ll and arrange 
housing fo r the delegates.

The sessions of the convention 
w ill he closed to the press and 
the public but w i l l  be open to 
any Socialist pa rty  member on 
presentation of his membership 
Card.

CHICAGO SOCIALIST NOTES
B u rt-T rager Reception

Plans are now complete accord
ing to the Arrangem ents Com
m ittee fo r the banquet and re
ception to Roy B u rt and F rank 
Träger, new national secretaries 
of the Socialist Party, scheduled 
fo r Wednesday evening, Febru
ary 10th. Norman Thomas w ill 
be on the program as speaker, 
ou tlin ing  the w ork and perspec
tive  of the Socialist Movement, 
w ith  pa rticu la r a tten tion to work 
tha t Socialist have accomplished 
in  the organization of the South
ern Tenant Farmers Union. The 
only other speeches W ill be ack
nowledgments from  Roy B u rt and 
F rank Träger, plus a program 
which w ill include music and a 
dram atic program by the Chicago 
YPSL Dram atic Group, which 
won acclaim a t the Lenin-Lieb- 
necht-Luxemburg M em orial Meet
ing held here las t week.

DEBS COLUMN RALLY
The f irs t  public m eeting on be

h a lf of the Eugene Debs Column, 
fo r Spain w ill be held in  Chicago 
Tuesday, February 9th, at Shot- 
w e ll H a ll, 55th and Blackstone, 
A  local Committee of the Friends 
of the Debs Column is being or
ganized in  Chicago and w ill ac
tive ly  take up the w ork fo r the 
midwest.

*  *  *

THOMAS TO SPEAK ON 
RUSSIAN TRIALS

On Sunday, February 14th, there 
w ill be a mass meeting in the 
Capitol Build ing, 159 N orth  State 
Street, D r i ll H a ll, on the present 
Russian tria ls  and on the ques
tion of po litica l asylum fo r Leon 
Trotsky. The speakers are Nor
man Thomas and A lb e rt Goldman 
and F rank McCulloch w ill act as 
Chairman. The m eeting w il l  be 
held at. 3 n. m.
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The Issue
Every capita lis t da ily  in the country is 

w orried about the auto workers sit-down 
strike. A ll statements from  General Mo
tors o ffic ia ls  concentrate on the “ unlaw
fu l”  sit-down. The courts are pouring out 
in junctions against it. M ichigan’s Gover
nor M urphy, Secretary of Labor Perkins 
and, f in a lly , President Roosevelt h im self 
have offered “ peace”  proposals as a basis 
fo r  negotiation between General Motors 
and the United Auto W orkers. Point one 
o f EVERY proposal is “ the union shall 
evacuate the plants.”

The issue has taken fro n t pages from  the 
greatest flood in the h istory of the United 
States. W hy? Because the sit-down has 
proved itse lf pow erfu l enough in  a single 
c ity  to bring  a m u lti-m illion  do lla r corpora
tion  to its knees. W hat this tactic has done 
in  F lin t fo r  autos, i t  can do in Pittsburgh 
fo r  steel.

The issue is squarely one o f property 
“ righ ts”  against human rights. Property 
power is the whole foundation of capita l
ist exploitation. The constitution was w r it
ten, n inety per cent o f a ll congressional law  
has been passed to protect property in  the 
p lan t and tools which gives a handfu l of 
Americans the “ inalienable r ig h t”  to ex
p lo it the rest by an elaborate system of 
wage slavery.

No wonder the entire capita lis t class is 
panicky —  No w o n d e r  tha t jus t three 
months a fte r Roosevelt’s election as “ la
bor’s fr ie n d ”  he is bending every e ffo rt 
tqw ard forc ing  or wheedling labor into a 
surrender of its new-found weapon.

The issue is not one o f lega lity  or “ r ig h t.”  
I t  is an issue o f class power. The sit-down 
is a d irect attack on the foundations of 
capitalism. Roosevelt defends his own.

The Real Aims of the Trotsky- 
Baiters

The mass murders in  the'Soviet. Union 
are intended above a ll as a bloody demon
stration by the counter-revolutionary Sta
lin  bureaucracy o f so lidarity  w ith  the capi
ta lis t w orld  against the remnants of the 
Russian Revolution. The pogrom cam
paign against the “ Trotskyites”  throughout 
the  w orld  in  association w ith  the ghastly 
Moscow tria ls  is an extension of this soli
d a rity  to the struggle against revolutionary 
movements in  every country.

In  Spain today the authors of the Mos
cow frame-ups are d irecting a conspiracy 
against the fighters fo r  socialism in Spain 
w ith  one murderous objective —  the ir 
bloody suppression in the name of demo
cra tic  capitalism in  Spain.

In  the United States the lackeys of the 
Stalin murder-machine, throw n into panic 
by the revo lutionary advancement of the 
Socialist Party, are attem pting to organize 
a patrio tic  lynching movement against it. 
“ Trotskyism ”  has become fo r these tra itors 
the sign and symbol of every idea and 
every action inspired by concepts of the 
class struggle. They assume tha t there 
are patriots remaining in the Socialist 
P arty and they appeal to them to throw  
out the “ Trotskyites,”  i.e., the revolution
ary socialists, the m ilitan t activists in the 
party  ranks, the carriers o f the idea of re
sistance to American Im peria lism  in the 
coming war.

In  the D a ily  W orke r of Jan. 30, Browder 
gives away the whole game. Browder 
wants to line up the radical workers to 
support the U. S. Government in  the war.

Here are his words: '
“  . . . the ‘dogmatic’ insistence o f the 

Trotskyites here of the necessity o f pre
paring to defeat the United States in the 
expected w ar w ith  Japan, was a ‘theo
re tica l’ smoke-screen fo r  the exceedingly 
practical preparation o f helping the Jap
anese m ilita ry  government in perfecting its 
plans to attack the Soviet Union.”

That is, in p la iner English: “ I f  you are 
against the United States Government in 

.the w ar w ith  Japan, you are a ‘T ro tskyite ’ 
and an enemy o f the Soviet Union.”  

Browder calls on “ progressives and lov
ers o f peace and freedom ”  to jo in  in  “ iso
la ting  and driv ing  out this fascist virus 
from  the labor movement and beyond the 
pole o f everything decent.”

Who is Browder rea lly  ta lk ing  about? 
He is ta lk in g  about a ll the opponents of 
w ar in  the Socialist P arty !

They are the “ Trotskyites”  against whom 
Browder calls fo r  a pa trio tic  mob. The 
revolutionary socialist opponents o f war 
understand tha t a ll too well. They under
stand tha t real opposition to the U. S. Gov
ernment in the coming w ar means to face 
the patrio tic  mob. And they are begin- 
rifng, in  ever-increasing numbers, to realize 
tha t the Communist P arty is a lready o f
fe ring  its services as the leader and organ
izer o f this mob.

Facing the Crisis
I t  has been many years since the Social

ist Party has experienced the extent and 
varie ty o f w orthw hile  ac tiv ity  tha t i t  is 
now engaged in.

In  hundreds o f key labor cities from  
Maine to C aliforn ia  Socialists are at the 
fo re fron t of the CIO campaign. In  autos, 
steel, textiles, oil and rubber, among farm  
tenants in the south, m igratory laborers in 
the west, m aritim e workers on every coast, 
Socialists are giving substantial aid to the 
bu ild ing  of the great industria l unions of 
the future.

The 1936 campaign established our party 
as the only one which would not compro
mise on the issue o f the day— Socialism or 
Capitalism ! The Debs Brigade has ra llied  
thousands to fo r th r ig h t aid fo r the great 
cause of Socialist Internationalism . Yet at 
this h igh point o f party  effectiveness, w ith  
unlim ited opportun ity fo r service to the 
w orking class ahead, the party  faces a na
tiona l financia l crisis. A ll the essential 
party organizations— the National O ffice, 
the Socialist Call, Socialist Appeal and La
bor Action, many state and local headquar
ters and party  workers— face the acute 
problem of insu ffic ien t funds to carry on.

This apparent contradiction between 
heights of ac tiv ity  and opportun ity and 
depths,; o f financ ia l support has a defin ite 
reason: THE PAR TY IS BECOMING A  
F IG H TIN G  PARTY. Many form er libera l 
and legalistic supporters are alarm ed; 
steadily they d r if t  back in to the ir arm 
chairs.

A t the same time the thousands of So
cialists and workers who want a class- 
struggle, figh ting , m ilitan t party  have not 
yet f ille d  the breach le ft by the desertions 
of those fo r  whom the f ig h t was too heavy.

We stand between the choice of the re
form ist or revolutionary road. Shall we 
go fo rw ard  or tu rn  back? To go fo rw ard  
means tha t the entire responsibility fo r  f i 
nancial support must fa l l on the m ilitan t, 
le ft w ing w ith in  the party. A  revolution
ary party  depends fo r its organization and 
its press on the sacrifice o f its own mem
bers.

There can be no choice except fo rw a rd ! 
Let every Socialist who wants a figh ting , 
uncompromising, tru ly  Socialist P arty take 
the responsibility of tha t choice. You are 
the only present and fu tu re  support fo r 
the National O ffice and the Socialist Press.

Labor Action w il l be faced w ith  the ne
cessity of retrenchment un til the ra lly ing  
of the fig h tin g  Socialist forces in the west 
can be accomplished. Unless this neces
sary awakening is immediate we must re
sort to b i-m onthly instead o f weekly pub li
cation.

W hatever happens we pledge ourselves 
to carry on. We ask a ll real Socialist 
fighters to make the same pledge.

There is REAL HOPE ahead! A  revolu
tionary Socialist P arty  is being b o rn !

Reactionary Trends 
In  South A m erica

February 2, 1937.
FASCIST TRENDS IN SOUTH  

AMERICA
MONTEVIDO. (NNS) — Social 

currents in  South Am erica are 
no t seething and fro th in g  openly 
as in  Europe o r Asia, but there 
are s ign ifican t movements under 
way, especially in  Argentina, 
B raz il and Uruguay, the im por
tance of which is obvious.

In  A rgentina, fo r instance, two 
years ago a new law was passed 
authoriz ing the teaching of Chris
tian  m ora lity  in the public 
schools. Evangelical pastors as 
w e ll as Catholic priests immedi
ate ly took advantage of th is  law, 
hut there were also some pro
tests fo r fear tha t the law  was 
ju s t an opening wedge fo r Catho
lic  dominance of public educa
tion.

These fears were on ly too well 
ju s tified . In  more than one of 
the provinces, Catholic doctrine

is now being taught by Catholic 
priests in  the public schools and 
Evangelical protests have availed 
nothing.

ALLY OF REACTION
Fascism in  A rgentina looks to 

the Catholic Church as a po lit
ica l a lly  and in  the case of a 
fascist revo lt, i t  can certa in ly  
count on the Immediate and o ff i
cia l support of the Church. Mean
w h ile  p o litica l opponents are ha
rassed by measure fam ilia r to 
fascism: deportation, raids on
priva te  homes, confiscation of l i t 
erature, dism issal from  teaching 
positions and from  government 
office.

B raz il is another country rap
id ly  going fascist. Since the frus 
trated revo lu tion of last year, the 
country has been under m artia l 
law and there is no prospect of 
the restoration of constitu tional 
liberties. An enormous “ Red 
scare”  is sweeping the country. 
Hundreds of professors, w rite rs,

■professional men, and laborers 
are charged w ith  being Commu
nists. Large numbers o f officers 
and enlisted men in  the arm y 
and navy are listed as “ Reds,”  
eager to establish a Soviet re 
gime. Close cooperation w ith  the 
Fascist countries of Europe leads 
to cruel deportations and a gen
eral copying of oppressive meas
ures.

REACTION IN URUGUAY
In  Uruguay, too, fascism is 

m aking headway. A  rav ing  fascist 
d iplom at was received as M in is
te r from  Ita ly  and was given 
every fa c ility  fo r sowing the 
seeds of fascism. In  th is  he was 
readily assisted by a number of 
local newspapers.

Uruguay has fu rth e r broken 
o ff dip lom atic relations w ith  the 
Soviets on a very slender and 
unproved pretext. In  the Spanish 
c iv il war, sympathies are openly 
w ith  the Fascists and th is  is re
flected in  the attitude of the 
press. Recent laws make Illega l 
any po litica l group which is part 
of an in te rna tiona l organization 
and perm it the police to deport 
any “ undesirable alien.”  There is 
also a proposal to establish state 
labor unions in . typ ica l to ta lita r
ian fashion.

Socialist Policy In 
The Trade Unions

W ork O f  Socialists Must Be Coordinated
By GLEN TR IM BLE  

Note: This is the fourth of a 
series of articles on Issues con
fronting the March convention 
of the Socialist Party. They 
are intended as a basis for lo
cal and branch pre-convention 
discussion. We are sure that 
non-party readers will also find 
them interesting and education
al. Labor Action will welcome 
articles submitted by party mem
bers on all subjects to be consid
ered at the Socialist National 
Convention.— Editor.

No question of Socialist policy 
and tactics has been subject to 
more heat and less lig h t in  recent 
years than has the question of So
c ia lis t w ork in  the trade unions.

Convention debate on th is  prob
lem has been obscured by old-line 
union job-holders who raised the 
ghost of S.L.P. dual unionism  as 
an “ argum ent”  against every ef
fo r t toward disciplined Socialist ac
tion  in  the unions. “ Who are we,”  
they cried, “ to te ll the unions what 
they should do?”  Since 1932 the 
trade union problem has been de
cided, in  effect, by answering th is 
question w ith  an admission tha t So
c ia lists are not capable, or, at least, 
should not, “ te ll the unions what 
to do.”
“ Shall”  O r  
“ M a y ? ”

The heart of the Cleveland trade 
union reso lution was the sentence, 
“ Each local organization shall elect 
a Local Labor Committee whose 
duty i t  w ill be to co-ordinate the 
action of Socialists w ith in  the trade 
unions in  order to carry out the 
po licy of the party.”  As at M il
waukee and D etro it, the r ig h t ra l
lied its  greatest strength and 
brought a ll its  big guns in to  play 
on th is  conception of pa rty  work. 
A fte r the smoke had cleared the 
le ft found its e lf defeated upon the 
basic proposition which would 
transform  the party  from  a parlia
m entary machine to a “ party  of ; 
struggle” — the essential “shall” was 
amended to an innocous "m ay.”
A  W o rld  
In  a W o rd

In  the change o f a single word, 
the lig h te s t elements snatched vic
to ry  from  defeat, not only upon 
th is  question, but fo r the entire, 
convention. For in  th a t sib gift 
word is a ll the difference between 
a Socialist P arty  concentrating its  
m ain energies upon the day to day 
struggles of the organized workers 
and a pa rty  which “ may,”  as a 
casual aside, dabble in  such work 
on a local basis w ith , as often as 
not, d iffe ren t localities cancelling 
each other’s a c tiv ity  by contradic
to ry  programs. In  the one word is 
the difference between a vanguard 
on every fro n t of thé class struggle 
and a “ mass pa rty ”  so broad as to 
have a hundred reasons and no 
reason fo r existence in  the every
day life  of the organized workers. 
W h o  A re  
W e?

Le t us re tu rn  to a question which 
requires answer, “ Who are we to 
te ll the trade unions w hat to do?”  
We are Socialists, every one of us 
a member of the union of his trade, 
every one of us students of eco
nomic and labor h is to ry  and labor

economics, every one of us trained, 
or in  process of tra in ing , to apply 
to today’s problem the experience 
and understanding gleaned from  a ll 
the yesterdays of labor’s victories 
and defeats.

We are Socialists, tha t is to say, 
we understand the M arxian funda
mentals— the workings of the class 
struggle, the cap ita lis t state, the 
increasing d iff ic u lty  of labor gains 
in. a declin ing cap ita lis t order, the 
necessity of class ra the r than c ra ft 
organization, the single rea l hope 
in  fu l l  economic and po litica l pow
er fo r the workers of the world. 
“ W ho are we to te ll the workers 
what to do? Ask rather, “ How are 
the cap ita lis tic minded labor fak 
ers, the job-artists and the blind 
leaders of the b lind  to te ll the 
workers w hat to do?”

I t  is not only the righ t, i t  is the 
duty of Socialists as active mem
bers of the unions to share the 

-Ispo-tt ledge which gives real, not 
phoney, answers to labor’s own 
problems. The Socialist man, or 
the Socialist group of men in  a 
trade union who make no protest 
against po licy or tactics they know 
ta. be m istaken are betraying both 
the Socialist P arty  and the best in 
terests of the union itse lf. 
M istakes of 
The Past

This should be so obvious tha t 
i t  is necessary to examine the mis
taken policies of w ork ing class 
po litica l parties in  the past in  or-, 
der to understand the objections 
to disciplined trade union w ork  by 
Socialists.
^  There is, f irs t, the De Leonist 
policy, rejected by the Socialist 
Party of the United States th ir ty - 
six years ago. The Socialist Labor 
P arty which s t i l l  m aintains De 
Leon’s viewpoint, refused to soil 
Its pure revo lu tionary hands w ith  
any person or union not equally ad
vanced. Since the workers were 
not ready to accept 100 per cent 
of its  theories, i t  set up dual, “ revo
lu tion a ry ”  unions which were com
posed of its  own few members, 
completely isolated from  the strug
gles and rea l problems of the w ork
ers.

They set up classrooms in  back- 
halls and waited fo r the workers 
to come to them. They have .been 
Wditing fo r 40 years. T he ir error 

tha t on ly a t in y  handfu l of 
[workers can or w ish to learn in  
'this k ind of school. The education 
of the w ork ing class is th e ir every 
day experience; the job and the 
union are the ir class rooms; the 
“ teacher”  who is too pure to go 
w ith  his fellow-workers has no stu
dents and nothing w orthw h ile  to 

'teach.
Communist
Playboys

The Communist P arty ’s trade un
ion record offers a complete course 
in  how to wreck unions and dis
cred it a w ork ing class party. Books 
could be w ritte n  on th is  subject, 
hut fo r the present a rtic le  i t  is 
su ffic ien t to po in t out the funda
mental fa u lt w ith  CP policy. 
W hether the CP was build ing Rev
olu tionary dual unions, p laying at 
being the m ilita n t rank and file  
figh ting  any and a ll leaders or, as 
a t present, sacrific ing every p rin 
ciple to kow tow to  those same

Letter To The Editor
Takes Issue With Trimble

Los Gatos, Calif.. 
Editor, Labor A ction :

I  should like  to comment on a. 
section of Glen Trim ble 's a rtic le  
— Mass or Vanguard Party?— in 
the issue of January 23rd in 
which the w r ite r  uses an illus 
tra tion  which actually proves 
nothing. Speaking of the So
c ia lis t P arty  in  the 1920s, he 
says:

“ The Socialist P arty  lost almost 
a ll of its  m ilitan ts  in the split.;, 
(presumably to the Communist 
P arty— L.S.) The rem ainder were 
aging, discouraged, robbed of pre; 
war confidence. A  N ational 
P arty  did not actua lly  ex is t id  
the 1920s. I t  was no wonder tha t 
the Socialists supported the La 
Fo lle tte  campaign in  1924— they 
had not the numbers nor the mo
rale to do anyth ing else. . , . "

I f  .Comrade T rim ble had been 
around in  1924, he would recog
nize th is last statement as a non- 
sequitor. He would also have 
seen, not on ly the Socialists 
(aged and discouraged) support
ing La Fo lle tte— but the C'tmmu- 
n its  Party, tha t vigorous, lusty, 
revo lu tionary organism to which 
the Socialist P arty  had lost “ al
most a ll of its  m ilitan ts ,”  .doing 
its  very damndest to c lim b on 
the La Fo lle tte  bandwagon and 
g iv ing  up on ly when La Fo lle tte  
h im self kicked them in  the face.

I t  was in 1922 (w h ile  the Pa
tron Saints s t i l l  guided the Co
m in te rn) tha t Am erican Commu
nism f irs t  sounded the tocsin c ry ; 
“ We w ant a Labor P a r ty !”  And 

i they kept i t  up fo r two years.

They claimed a membership of 
more than 22,000 at the time, 
lack ing  ne ither the "numbers nor 
morale to do anything else.”  They 
would probably have made the 
La Fo lle tte  bandwagon in  1924 i f  
they hadn’t  forgotten tha t you 
shouldn’t  do your “ m aneuvering” 
out loud.

"The campaign w il l  enable us 
to enter the th ird  party, to fo rm  
a le ft w ing w ith in  i t  and s p lit i t  
away,”  w rote a P arty  stra teg is t in  
th e  “ inne r”  P arty  Press. B ut 
th is k ind  of “ united fro n t”  fe ll 
on its  face in  1924 because the 
v ic tim s of th is  strategy also 
knew how to read. I t  is no t un
lik e ly  tha t any such ’ ’s tra teg ica l”  
approach to the labor pa rty  issue 
w i l l  share the same fa te in  1937 
o r 1940.

I t  Is possible to argue, of 
course, tha t dishonorable in ten
tions toward the v irtue  of a la
bor pa rty  are more “ revo lu tion
a ry ”  than honorable ones, or tha t 
the vices of T h ird  Period Com
munism were v irtues in  the Sec
ond. But Revolutionary Socialists 
w i l l  need to approach th is  prob
lem, not as Jesuits but as revo
lu tion ists.

Comrade T rim b le ’s analysis of 
the 1924 situa tion  has li t t le  his
to rica l value since he fa ils  to 
pa in t the whole picture. The his
to ry  of Am erican Communism in 
the 1920s is also fu ll of object 
lessons, I t  is un fortunate tha t 
more Socialists do not study the 
record.

F ra terna lly ,
L IL L IA N  SYMES.

"leaders,”  they have always main
tained the same basic trade union 
attitude. The unions were no t re
garded as rea l and serious weapons 
fo r fig h tin g  the economic battles 
of the workers, but as toys to be 
“ used”  fo r  pa rty  ends— to swell 
“ innocent”  congresses and make 
w indow dressing fo r pa rty  public
ity . Trade union policy is laid 
down by pa rty  o ffic ia ls  thousands 
of m iles from  the actual problems, 
and the rank and f ile  Communist 
is “ not to question why, his but 
to do o r”— be expelled.

Equally, dangerous is the attitude 
frequently expressed, and more 
often practiced, by old guard trade 
unionists, now largely, cleared .from 
Socialist ranks. T he ir po licy was 
one of unquestioning acceptance of 
the actions of a handfu l of labor 
job holders whose "Socia lism ”  con
sisted in  ho ld ing red cards. T h irty - 
five  or f i f ty  cents a month dues 
was a cheap price to pay fo r com
plete endorsement of any policy 
the selfish in terests of these lead
ers required.

Socialist
Policy

A correct Socialist po licy must 
avoid a ll these, and many lesser 
errors. Socialists must be active, 
m ilita n t members o f the uriions of 
th e ir trade; they m ust w ork  and 
fig h t fo r a union program and un
ion taqtics which w il l  genuinely aid 
the in terests of the workers, and 
they m ust w in  general w orker un
derstanding and support fo r th is 
program so tha t, though ind iv idua l 
leaders may grow weak-kneed or 
tu rn  sour, the organized m ilita n t 
unionists w i l l  carry on.

The essential points of a m ili
tan t trade union policy are clear 
to most o f us and to  thousands of 
progressive workers outside party 
ranks. We favor figh ting , class 
struggle tactics ra ther than the 
“ bargaining”  of c ra ft aristocrats 
who m ainta in  th e ir  soft place in 
the economic scheme by ignoring, 
or even by w ork ing against, the 
interests of the workers as a class. 
The class struggle requires indus
t r ia l unionism  as opposed to c ra ft 
unionism, united workers’ power 
and m ilita n t action as against 
“ deals”  and maneuvers, democratic 
unionism  as against labor czars.

The local trade un ion is t who can
not see beyond the w a lls  of his 
own meeting h a ll helps ne ither his 
own brothers o r his class. Social
is t-m ilitan ts  m ust carry the fig h t 
in to  a broader fie ld . The unorgan
ized m ust be organized, d isc rim i
nation against any w orker fo r race, 
creed o r po litica l reasons m ust he 
opposed, ag ricu ltu ra l and indus
tr ia l,  employed and unemployed, 
workers m ust be brought to a com
mon understanding of th e ir m utual 
problems.

W o rkers ’
Education

W orkers’ education In the things 
which cap ita lis t education ignores 
or d istorts must be encouraged and 
strengthened. In-the po litica l fie ld  
union righ ts  and workers’ righ ts 
m ust be defended and extended by 
independent w ork ing  class po litica l 
action. (The form  of workers’ po
lit ic a l action w il l  be considered in 
a la te r a rtic le ). The A. F. of L. 
po litica l slogan of “ reward your 
friends and defeat your enemies”  
must be amended to read “ only 
your own class and your own pa rty  
is a friend to be trusted.”

These are the essentials of So
c ia lis t trade union policy. I t  should 
be obvious th a t the pre-requisite 
fo r  m aking the pa rty  membership 
a d riv ing  force fo r these th ings is 
tha t the National, state and local 
organizations of the pa rty  S H A LL 
have Labor Committees which in 
clude a ll trade union members and 
which have the responsib ility  fo r 
co-ordinating the action of Social
ists w ith in  the trade unions toward 
these ends.

Note:— Next week’s article will 
deal with effective party machin
ery for trade union work and 
with the important question of 
party relation to the CIO-AF of 
L controversy.— G. T.

Sharecroppers Meet
MUSKOGEE, Okla. — Represen

tatives ■ of over 30,000 white, Ne
gro, Ind ian and Mexican share
croppers and 'te na n t farm ers m et 
here at the convention of the 
Southern , T e n a n t; Farm ers’ Union.

The convention demanded tha t 
the governm ent take steps to 
provide land fo r the tenant fa rm 
ers, and to establish agencies to 
defend members of the union 
from  the violence of the reaction
ary land-owners in  the southern 
states.,

Shoe Unions Merge
BOSTON. — The m erging o f 

three shoe workers unions has 
resulted in the form ation  of an 
indus tria l union capable of or
ganizing the workers of the vast 
shoe-making industry. The new 
union, operating under the aus
pices of the C.I.O., is to be named 
the U n ited Brotherhood of Shoe 
W orkers.

SIDELINES
By JONATHAN DOE 

Stalin  Smashes 
Cameras

Back in  1926 there was a great 
strike in  the woolen m ills  at Pas
saic, New Jersey. For some days 
a fte r the outbreak of tha t s trike  
the cap ita lis t press m aintained its  
usual “ im p artia l a ttitude .”  That is 
to say, the statements of the 
woolen b o s s e s  were featured 
throughout the nation on page one 
and the statements of the s trikers  
were to be found, i f  they appeared 
at a ll, somewhere a t the bottom of 
a column in  the second section.

Then suddenly something hap
pened. New Y ork  reporters and 
camera men went over to Passaic 
and the prov inc ia l police, m istak
ing them fo r s trike rs  or s trike  sym
pathizers, cracked th e ir heads and 
smashed the ir cameras.

AN EYEFULL
The next m orning the nation was 

treated to an eyefull. The papers 
were fu ll of horrendous accounts 
of police b ru ta lity  in  Passaic. The 
woolen bosses, who the day before 
had a ll been 100 per cent Am er
icans were discovered over n igh t 
to be sin ister aliens, German c it i
zens who lived in  luxu ry  abroad on 
pro fits  sweated out of Am erican in 
dustry and the Am erican public. 
T he ir workers, who the day before 
had a ll been “ a lien ag ita tors”  were 
now revealed as upstanding Am er
ican citizens fig h tin g  fo r th e ir ’ 
democratic righ ts  and fo r a deceot 
Am erican standard o f liv ing .

The m oral o f th is charm ing epi
sode was not lost upon employers. 
The cap ita lis t class may be stupid 
but there are lim its  to its  stup id ity. 
The gentlemen of the press have 
moved about the fringes of our 
great in du s tria l conflicts w ith  con
siderable more freedom and con
fidence ever since the battle  of 
Passaic. To be sure, an occasional 
cop goes berserk and fa ils  to  dis
crim inate between the heads of re 
porters and heads of “ alien agit.a- 
tors^,’ B ut i t  doesn’t  happen often, 
except in  such benighted “ hot 
spots”  as Salinas and the Im peria l 
Valley, and when i t  does, profuse 
apologies qu ick ly  follow.

BUSTED CAMERAS
A11 of wh ich is in  the way o f an 

in troduction  to what has happened 
in  re la tion to the la test Moscow 
tr ia l. I t  is undoubtedly unfortunate 
from  the view poin t of S ta lin  tha t 
what happened in  Passaic in  1926 
had not been brought fo rc ib ly  <,o his 
attention. W hen he included K a r l 
Radek and V la d im ir Romm, both 
in te rna tiona lly  known journa lis ts , 
in  his l is t  o f accused, he figura-

tiv e ly  smashed the cameras ol 
Passaic.

Throughout the world a press 
which paid com paratively l i t t le  at
ten tion  to the tr ia l and execution 
of such figures as Z inoviev and 
Kamenev was up in  arms. Foreign 
correspondents, columnists, feature 
and ed ito ria l w rite rs— many of 
whom didn ’t  give' a continental 
damn about the issues or princip les 
involved— saw red. Chester Rowell 
of the San Francisco Chronicle, 
W illia m  Simms of the Scripps-How- 
ard papers, and even the Hearst 
ed ito ria l w rite rs  were a ll of a sud
den hot and bothered about “ tru th ” 
and “ justice .”

The Am erican Stalin ists, w ith  
th e ir usual line of “ reasoning,”  w ill 
probably draw from  th is  the conclu
sion tha t Radek and Romm, to
gether w ith ' a ll who may protest 
against the Moscow frameups, ara 
allies of Hearst and the cap ita lis t 
press. The same “ logic,”  of course, 
would lead them to the conclusion 
tha t the Passaic s trike rs  were 
a llied w ith  s im ila r in terests in  
1926, but they w ill scarcely get 
around to m entioning that.

Faux Pas
John L. Lewis, according to the 

press,, has made a great blunder. 
He in tim ated tha t he took the 
President’s election promises seri
ously. One ju s t doesn’t  do th a t in  
our great Am erican democracy.

Trotsky Covers the  
W a te rfro n t

A  San Francisco newspaper 
colum nist is beginning to w rite  
about “ the T ro tsky is t le ft is ts ”  in  
the Sailors’ Union. That man T ro t
sky has more irons in  the fire  than 
anyone we ever heard of. One mo
ment he is p lo ttin g  w ith  H itle r  and 
the Japanese m ilita r is ts  to p a rti
tion  Soviet Russia. The next m in
ute he is ra is ing h e ll in  France and 
Spain. And next, he bobs up r ig h t 
here in  our Sailors’ Union, try in g  
to keep the seamen from  ray ing 
“ Thank you”  fo r a nice l i t t le  book 
w ith  the ir pictures and finger, 
p rin ts  on it .  W a it a m inute while 
we look under our bed. T ro tsky 
may no t be there, bu t there is 
bound to be a le tte r from  him.

This pa rticu la r colum nist, by the 
way, is a well-meaning chap who 
ought to know bette r than to get 
a ll h is Inside in fo rm ation  on the 
w a te rfron t from  his friend  and col
league, M r. George W ilson, whose 
“ im p a rtia l”  reporting  of inne r m ari
tim e controversies entitles h im  to 
a bonus from  the Daily W orker.

Assignment For Spain
Canvas Unfolds a Panorama
By HARRY KORMER

Several weeks ago Comrade J. 
and I  went out canvassing fo r 
food, c lo th ing and money to aid 
the loyalists in  Spain. Leaflets 
had been d is tribu ted during the 
day w arning the housewives of 
our impending v is it  tha t evening. 
We had quite a number of homes 
to cover and haste was a neces
sity. I t  isn ’t  exactly a good idea 
to canvass a fte r nine o’clock. W o
men are afra id  to open doors at 
tha t hour and adm it strangers.

We knocked a t a place and a 
ta ll young man opened the door. 
Blond, dressed in  blue denim, he 
would have fitte d  H it le r ’s de
scrip tion of an Aryan.

“ Have you got a few moments 
to spare?”

He nodded. We to ld  h im  the 
reason fo r our coming. Through 
the pa rtia lly  open door we caught 
a glimpse of a baby seated in  a 
carriage. Im m ediately, Comrade 
J. exclaimed, “ T ha t’s a good look
ing b o y !”  . . .  He meant well. 
I ’ve got a suspicion J. thought 
the personal touch would be an 
asset. You know, tick le  proud 
Poppa and perhaps some Span
ish w orker would be the rec ip i
ent of a warm  coat.

“ Naw, th a t’s a g ir l.”
We grinned sheepishly. The 

son was a daughter.
“ W ell,”  blue denim continued, 

“ I  can’t  give you anyth ing be
cause I  a in ’t  got noth ing fo r my
self. I ’m on W.P.A.

“ Are you a member of the 
W orker’s A lliance?”  I  asked.

“ No. B ut I  go to a ll the ir 
meetings on X  Street. They’re 
doing a lo t of good w ork but I  
don’t  belong. I  a in ’t  a member 
of no organization.”

Then, as i f  to apologize to us 
he said loudly, “ B u t I ’m a mem
ber of the N ational G uard !”

We le ft, a fte r prom ising to send 
him  notices of lectures and meet
ings. Our emotions were a b it 
aw ry—a m ix ture  of p ity  and sore
ness. The N ational Guard! H e ll! 

* * * *
Another home. Ukranians. The 

w ife  did the ta lk ing  in  th is  fam 
ily . “ Yeah, we read a ll about 
Spain in the newspapers. We got 
no th in ’ to give.”

Then husband m uttered some
th ing  about cloth ing. The missus 
im m ediate ly squelched him. “ How 
do we know these guys a in ’t 
fakes?”

J. showed our credentials. She 
s t ill refused to give. Husband 
turned away abashed.

I tried  a new angle. “ May we 
send you notices of our meet
ings?”

“ We don’t  w ant any. You 
people would begin to  pester us. 
We w ant no th ing to  do w ith  it . ’*

Husband f in a lly  spoke up, 
“ Sure, send me notices.”

W ife  glared as he gave us th s  
name and address. . . .  I t  would 
be w e ll to  fo llow  them  up. I  can 
smell a fam ily  tragedy in  the 
offing.

*  *  . *

And another home. Seated 
around a table In the k itchen 
were several adults and ch ildren 
eating supper. Again we w ent 
in to  our discourse. Suddenly a 
woman arose and in te rrup ted  us. 
She looked lik e  a L a tin  and had 
a Spanish name although she de
nied being ■ Spanish. H er words 
gushed fo rth , a ve ritib le  N iagara, 
“ Sure, sure we’l l  give. Come 
around to  th is  and th is  address 
next Monday n igh t and I ’l l  have 
a lo t of s tu ff fo r you. In  the 
meantime I ’l l  see a ll the ladies 
in  the neighborhood and get 
p len ty things.”  And she shut the 
door.

Boy, was tha t a surprise. True, 
i t  was only a promise-—but cheer
ing and welcome nonetheless.

*  *  *

Then our las t stop. J. knocked.
“ Come in .”
I  began to explain our mission, 

He was an elderly gentleman, 
seated a t a table, wearing a ha t 
and gold rim m ed spectacles. I  
spoke sim ply, hut he d idn ’t  seem 
to understand me. I  started over 
again, th is  tim e in  Yiddish. I  
can speak the language w e ll but 
th is  tim e the words came h a lt
ingly. The old man kept staring 
a t the yellow  book in  fro n t of 
him.

He was praying. I  had never 
seen anyth ing like  i t  before as I  
don’i  come from  a re lig ious house
hold. I  kept quiet.

F in a lly  the old man looked up.
“ I ’ve got nothing to g i v e .  

A ll my old clothes I  send to Po
land. Pogroms in  Poland. Did 
you read about them?”

We nodded. He turned to his 
prayer book. A  courteous dis
missal.

*  * *
That was that. M a te ria lly  pur 

e fforts  had been almost en tire ly  
fru itless w ith  the exception of 
m aking several new contacts and 
one promise of supplies. In some 
way the Spanish C iv il W ar had
become pa rt of a huge panorama
tha t included the N ational Guard, 
babies, w ife  trouble, neighbors 
and pogroms in Poland.

W ell, th a t’s how i t  goes.


