
RED ARMY’S VICTORIES ALARM ALLIES
War Department Backs 
Forced Labor Proposal
Stimson Slanders Labor at Hearings On Austin-Wadsworth Bill; 
Assists Roosevelt's Drive to Incite Soldiers Against Workers

B y A r t  P re is

R ooseve lt’ s a n ti- la b o r d r iv e , the  m ost s in is te r fe a tu re  o f  w h ich  is an o f f i 
c ia lly  in s p ire d  cam paign  to  in c ite  c o n s c r ip te d  servicem en against o rgan ized  la 
b o r, was fu r th e r  in te n s if ie d  last W ednesday by  S ecretary o f  W a r S tim son ’ s 
sta tem ent b e fo re  the  Senate M il i ta ry  A f fa irs  C om m ittee .

S tim son  dem anded enactm ent o f  R ooseve lt’ s n a tio n a l fo rc e d  la b o r p ro 
posal a t a h ea rin g  on  the  in fa m o u s  A u  s tin -W a d sw orth  b i l l ,  h y p o c r it ic a lly  ap 
p ea lin g  in  the  nam e o f  “ m en  in  the  a rm ed fo rce s ”  w ho  he a lleged have “ a 
s tro ng  fe e lin g  o f  resen tm en t”  at the  “ in d u s tr ia l u n re s t.”  S tim son  s lande rous ly  

accused o rgan ized  la b o r 
o f  re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  co n 
d it io n s  l ik e ly  to  “ p ro lo n g  
the  w a r”  and th rea tened 
th a t th is  “ w i l l  n o t be fo r .
g o tte n  easily”  by  the  so l
d ie rs .

His statements were intended to 
add fuel to the fire  of anti-labor 
incitement which began to rage 
in fu ll fury on Roosevelt’s return 
from Teheran.

ROOSEVELT’S AIMS
The immediate purpose of this 

vicious lynch incitement against 
labor is to halt the mounting re
sistance to Roosevelt’s wage 
freeze under the L ittle  Steel fo r
mula. Roosevelt is likewise at
tempting to cover up his own fa il
ure to enforce price controls and 
to distract attention from the 
stink of Big Business frauds and 
war profiteering.

Roosevelt is now making a di
rect and open bid for the political 
support of the leading capitalists 
and the middle class. He contemp
tuously ignores the union bureau
crats who have slavishly support
ed him all along, confident that 
he lias them “ in the bag.”  
Stimson’s widely-heralded state

ment before the Senate M ilita ry 
A ffa irs  Committee came on the 
heels of the “ anonymous”  slan
derous anti-labor blast of Gen. 
Marshall, which the Army and 
Navy Journal admitted was di
rectly inspired by Roosevelt him
self. Their slanderous charge that 
the workers’ struggle against 
the wage-freeze has given a pro
paganda weapon to H itle r is in
tended to drive a wedge between 
the servicemen and the industrial 
workers and to convince the sol
diers that their interests are op
posed to that of the organized 
workers.

AIDS BIG BUSINESS
Stimson demonstrated clearly, 

however, in his reply to questions 
at the hearing, that his remarks

Monopolists Oppose 
Socialized Medicine

(Continued on page 3)

“ Give me an out-and-out crook like one of your old line 
Tammany politicians — who cheerfully admits taking graft —  
and calls it graft — without any hypocritical pretensions. But 
save me from the medical politicians who piously prate o f ‘med
ical ethics’ when they mean plain economics, and who sanction. . . 
practices so corrupt, so rapacious, so callous of human life and 
health, that the stomach of even a hard-bitten wardheeler might 
be turned.’’

So wrote Albert Deutsch, PM  columnist, on Dec. 14 in his 
conclusion to a series of articles 
baring the sinister practises of 
the American Medical Associa
tion in their campaign against 
the Wagner - Dingle - Murray 
bill.

This b ill provides fo r the 
liberalization of old-age and un
employed insurance and its ex
tension into the brackets of 
professional and small business
men. Death and maternity bene
fits are added to the present 
social security system.

The provision most hateful to 
the medical politicians involves 
the setting up of a federal system 
of medical and hospital insurance, 
by which medical aid would be 
provided fo r workers and their 
families who have contributed 6% 
of their wages and are covered by 
old-age and death benefits. Doctors 
can associate themselves with this 
system or not, as they please.

Mild and inadequate as this bill 
is. the American Medical As
sociation, the dominant voice of 
organized medicine, has since its 
introduction in 1938 engaged in a 
vicious and relentless campaign 
against it.
POWERFUL CLIQUE

The AMA is supposed to be a 
“ non-profit, scientific”  organiza
tion, interested in promoting the 
“ health and welfare”  of the peo
ple. In its desperate fight against 
the Wagner-Murray bill, however, 
it has shown itse lf to be nothing 
but a giant corporation trafficking

FARMER-LABOR PARTY 
SCUTTLED BY LEADERS

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Jan. 
16. —  After 26 years as a force 
in Minnesota politics, Farmer- 
Labor officials announced last 
week that the Farmer-Labor 
Party is quitting the field of in
dependent labor political action 
by amalgamating with the dis
credited Democratic party. The 
announcement came within 48 
hours of Roosevelt’s call for a 
forced labor law — a proposal 
which is an open demonstration 
o f the rightward, anti-labor 
trend of the present administra
tion and the national Democra
tic party.

In a statement to the press, 
Elmer Benson, chairman of the 
Farmer-Labor State Association, 
and Paul Tinge, state chairman 
of the Farmer-Labor Party, said 
that “ it was understood that our 
political action would be through 
the Democratic party, although 
the Farmer-Labor Association 
w ill remain an educational or
ganization and continue its service 
in that way.”

A t a time when the need for 
independent political action is be

coming more apparent to Ameri
can workers, the opportunist 
Farmer-Labor officialdom scraps 
the remnants of a once powerful 
workers’ and farmers’ political 
party. This is the culmination of 
years of petty maneuvering by 
Stalinists who seized control of 
the Farmer-Labor Party several 
years ago and have utilized it  to 
bolster their numerous switches 
in policy ever since. This abandon
ment of independent political ac
tiv ity  coincides with the policy 
now being followed by labor of
ficials in Minnesota who months 
ago reverted to the old Gompers 
tradition of “ rewarding your 
friends and punishing y o u r  
enemies”  > through deals with 
Democratic and Republican candi
dates in state and municipal elec
tions.

To thousands of workers and 
farmers, the final desertion of the 
party which wrote many progres
sive pages in the working-class 
history of Minnesota comes as a 
blow. Workers w ill note how 
c'osely this action parallels the 
dissolution of the Communist 
Party and the maintenance of its 
machinery as an “ educational as
sociation.”

Here's the Model!
American workers are given 

a revealing glimpse of the 
British ■ forced labor system, 
so loudly hailed as a model 
for this country since Roose
velt’s Congressional message, 
in an AP dispatch from 
London, Jan. 21. The dispatch 
reports:

“ About 100 youths of the 
recent conscripts sent into coal 
mines were reported to have 
gone on strike today at a 
Doncaster colliery. They con
tended that after paying for 
meals and lodging they had 
only $1 le ft from their weekly 
wage of $8.80.”

in human lives in order to protect 
the interests of the big pharma
ceutical trusts and the economic 
position of a powerful clique of 
wealthy physicians.

A glance at the financial 
sources of this campaign discloses 
the real forces and reactionary 
motives behind it. Sixty percent 
of its finances comes from doc
tors, according to the National 
Physicians Committee for the Ex-1 
tension of Medical Service. This 
front organization fo r the AMA 
in this campaign should really be 
called the “ Committee Against 
the Extension of Medical Ser
vice.”

I t  squeezes money from the 
doctors through the AMA ap
paratus. In many county and state 
societies doctors are assessed 
sums which go directly to the 
NPC. For example, the Erie 
County Medical Society (New 
York) assessed its members $25.- 
00 each fo r the NPC. Recalcitrant 
doctors unwilling to pay the 
assessment are faced with the 
alternative of being barred from 
practising in recognized hos
pitals. Since almost all hospitals 
arc under AMA control, this ac
tion v irtua lly ostracizes doctors 
from the profession.

BIG BUSINESS HELPS
The other 40% of its income, 

the NPC states, comes from the 
medical industry. In addition to 
contributing money, firms like 
Me Kesson-.Robbins Wholesale 
Drug Co., and United Cigar- 
Whelan Stores Corporation, have 
distributed literature denouncing 
the bill to their customers. The 
W’helan company sent similar 
literature to every doctor in the 
United States.

The profit-greedy drug firms 
rush to the aid of the AMA, be
cause the AMA is one of its best 
sales promoters. The “ impartial”  
stamp of approval of the AMA 
on the products of drug firms are 
of invaluable aid in their sales 
campaigns. The drug firms, in 
turn, do a vast amount of ad
vertising in the AMA "Journal,” 
netting the AMA 600,000 tax free

Sian This Petition To Free The 18

(Continued on page 2)

CRDC Branches Spur 
Campaign To Free 18

NEW  YORK C ITY  —  Local branches of the C iv il Rights 
Defense Committee are moving into action throughout the coun
try  to secure tens of thousands of signatures on petitions urging 
President Roosevelt to pardon the 18 leaders of the Socialist 
Workers Party and of Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO 
framed up under the vicious Smith “ Gag’’ Act and now serving 
twelve to sixteen month prison terms. The Chicago committee 
lias taken 400 petitions as a starter for distribution to trade 
unions, meetings, fraternal and^Negro organizations. Over one 
hundred signatures were obtain-"' 
ed by the New York Committee 
at the Lenin Memorial Meeting 
held at Irving Plaza on Sunday,
January 23.

Evelyn Anderson, assistant sec
retary of the CRDC, sent a let
ter to the editors of L ife Maga
zine protesting the deliberate 
bracketing in the Jan. 17 issue 
of the Trotskyist and trade union 
class-war prisoners w ith 30 re
cently indicted native fascists.
“ Your editors,”  she ■wrote, “ must 
know that the Minneapolis de
fendants are among the staunch
est fighters against native and 
foreign fascism. In fact, the 18 
were originally indicted because, 
among other union activities, they 
had organized a Union Defense 
Guard to defend their local union 
against threatened attacks by the 
Silver Shirts in Minneapolis.
“ Over 140 trade unions through

out the country as well as lead
ing labor rights organizations 
have condemned the convictions of 
the 18 and supported their de-

PRE-WAR PLEDGES 
AND WAR PROFITEERS

In a speech in the Senate on 
Jail. 17, Senator Danger of 
North Dakota uttered the' fo l
lowing truths. “ Both the Re
publican Party and the Demo
cratic Party pledged them
selves that i f  ever war came 
again no new group of war 
millionaires should be created. 
Yet look at the record in this 
very body. Almost every sin
gle measure which would have 
prevented the creation of war 
millionaires has been defeated. 
The platforms of the Republi
can Party and the Democratic 
Party have been sterile, be
cause at each convention the 
great monopolists, the million
aires, have had control, and the 
poor people, the average com
mon men, have had nothing to 
say.”

But he failed to draw the 
logical conclusion from these 
facts that the workers must 
break with these monopolist- 
dominated parties and build 
their own independent Labor 
Party to figh t fo r their in
terests.

fense precisely because they rec
ognize that their imprisonment is 
a violation of the constitutional 
righ t of free speech and free press 
and a step toward fascist reaction 
in this country.”

Adding its voice to the chorus 
of labor and liberal condemnation 
of the ja iling  of the 18, the Pro
gressive of Jan. 17 stated: “ Rog
er Baldwin, director of the Amer
ican Civil Liberties Union, ex
pressed a widely shared feeling 
when he said it  was ‘shocking that 
the Supreme Court should refuse 
a hearing in so clear-cut an issue 
of free speech.’ ”

Among this week’s contribu
tors to the Minneapolis Prisoners 
Pardon and Relief Fund are the 
Baltimore Joint Board, ILGWU, 
Baltimore, Md., and Brewers 
Union 205, Minneapolis, Minn.

The Civil Rights Defense Com
mittee urgently needs funds for 
the prisoners and their families 
and to carry on its figh t to free 
the 18 and repeal the Smith 
“ Gag”  Act. A ll workers and 
fighters fo r civil liberties who 
wish to aid this work are urged 
to send contributions to James 
T. Farrell, Chairman, Civil Rights 
Defense Committee, 160 F ifth  
Ave., N. Y. C.

DuPont Deal With 
Munitions Cartel 
Disclosed by Suit

The duPont chemical and 
munitions trust, known as the 
"Merchants of Death,”  and its 
sister trust in England, the 
British Imperial Chemical In-

Stalin Demands Curzon Line 
As New Border With Poland
Kremlin's Territorial Claims Precipitate 
New Crisis Between the Teheran Conferees

B y  Jo h n  G. W r ig h t

Less than  a m o n th  a fte r  the  p u b lic a tio n  o f  the  
Tehe ran  d e c la ra tio n  on  Dec. 7 , 1 943  a m id  u n ive rsa l 
p ro te s ta tion s  o f  in d e s tru c tib le  a m ity  and co nco rd , 
the  se lf-s ty le d  “ U n ite d  N a tio ns ”  f in d  them selves in  
a n o th e r acute d ip lo m a tic  c ris is . A c c o rd in g  to  a u th o r
ita tiv e  B r it is h  and A m e rica n  new spapers, re la tio n s  
w ith  the  K re m lin  a re  even m o re  s tra in ed  today tha n  
d u r in g  the  c r it ic a l p e r io d  w h ic h  necessitated the  
m ee ting  o f  S ta lin , C h u rc h il l and R oosevelt.

T hus  a L o n d o n  d isp a tch 1 
to  the  TV. Y. T im es , Jan.
17, f la t ly  declares th a t the  
c u rre n t b o rd e r d isp u te  
w ith  the  re fugee  P o lish  
G ove rnm en t represen ts 
“ the  m ost serious d ip lo 
m a tic  c ris is  th a t the  U n i
ted N a tions have had to  
face in  recen t m o n th s .”

LAM ONT DU PONT

dustries, have been named as 
defendants in a Department of 
Justice anti-trust suit, for main
taining an international cartel 
agreement aimed at securing 
world monopoly control of the 
manufacture and sale o f chem
icals,  ̂firearms and ammunition.

This cartel, according to the 
government charges, has been

(Continued on page 3)

This estimate was made prior 
to the publication by Pravda of 
the “ Cairo rumor,”  charging B rit
ish efforts to reach a separate 
peace with Germany which cre
ated a world sensation and sharp
ened relations between the allies.

RED ARMY ADVANCE
The current and “ most serious 

crisis in recent months”  is inex
tricably bound up w ith the t r i 
umphant progress of the Red A r
my. Rumors that the Red troops 
had crossed the old Polish border 
sufficed to produce feverish dip
lomatic activity in Allied chan
celleries.

The pattern of these moves 
across the diplomatic chessboard 
is very instructive. Let us briefly 
review it.

On Jan. 5, before Moscow bad 
officially confirmed the Red A r
my's advance into former Polish 
territories, the Polish Govern- 
ment-in-Exile issued a demand in 
London fo r the restoration of po
litica l relations with the Krem
lin. As the British and American 
press correctly reported at the 
time, im plic it in this move was 
the demand fo r the restoration of 
the old Polish borders. (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 7.) Only political in
fants could believe that the Pol
ish pawns in London would un
dertake such a step on their own 
initiative, w ithout the agreement, 
approval and even instigation of 
Downing Street and the U. S. 
State Department.

In reply, the Kremlin brought 
into play ils own chess pieces, 
the Union of Polish Patriots in 
Moscow, who launched a sharp 
attack on the refugee Polish gov
ernment, and issued a “ program”  
calling for the cession of disputed 
territories to the Soviet Union.

On Jan. 11 the Kremlin itself 
stepped to the fore, announcing 
its official guarantee of a “ strong 
and independent Poland,”  and 
setting the Curzon line as its

western borders. The refugee Po
lish government backed by Wash
ington and London, countered by 
reiterating the demand fo r the 
resumption of diplomatic rela
tions; and then by offering to 
negotiate the dispute “ provided 
the U. S. and Brita in would act 
as intermediaries and sit in on 
the discussions.”  (N. Y. Times, 
Jan. 15.)

The London Times, authorita
tive mouthpiece of the English 
ruling class, immediately came 
out “ in wholehearted support of 
Polish action” ; the N. Y. Times, 
no less authoritative organ of 
American Big Business, followed 
suit editorially. (N. Y. Times, 
Jan. 15.)

What is more, Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull revealed that 
on the same day, i.e., Jan. 15, he 
had officially offered to the Krem
lin  the “ good offices”  of the U. 
S. State Department “ toward fa 
c ilitating  discussions between 
Moscow and the Polish Govern
ment in Exile.”  (N. Y. Times, 
Jan. 18.)

The Kremlin’s answer was to 
fla tly  reject the “ Polish”  offer, 
that is, the combined diplomatic 
pressure of Churchill and Roose
velt. In addition, Moscow official
ly  repeated, almost verbatim, the 
savage attack made by the Union 
of Polish Patriots against the re f
ugee Polish Government of Pre
mier Mikolajczyk and Co. This 
has produced the present dead
lock.

MOSCOW’S TRUCULENCE
Since then Moscow’s tone has 

remained very truculent. Thus a 
Moscow dispatch of Jan. 15 re
vealed semi-officially that “ Pre
mier Stalin had informed Presi
dent Roosevelt and Prime Minis
ter Churchill in advance concern
ing the recent Soviet proposal 
(w ith respect to the Polish bor
ders). . . at Teheran.”  This th in
ly veiled charge of bad fa ith on 
the part of Washington and Lon
don was s till further sharpened 
by Pravda’s publication of the 
“ Cairo rumor.”

Furthermore, on January 22, 
Moscow issued a warning, again 
“ unofficially,”  that: “ The Red 
Army is not going to w ait fo r 
elaborate diplomatic negotiations 
before advancing further.”  (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 23.)

I t  turns out that Teheran did

(Continued on page 3)

URW Workers Fight Expulsions
AKRON, Ohio —  Sherman 

Dalrymple, CIO United Rubber 
Workers o f America President, 
today faced serious opposition 
as a result of his undemocratic 
and dictatorial expulsion of 7Q 
bandbuilders in the tire division 
of the General T ire and Rubber 
Company.

The General URW local split 
wide open this week, with a fac
tion under the leadership of Ray 
A. Sullivan, former local presi
dent .vigorously protesting the 
action of the URW International 
Executive Board two weeks ago 
in expelling the bandbuilders for 
violation of the union’s no-strike 
pledge.

A t a local union meeting last 
Sunday a committee of five was 
set Up to fight fo r the reinstate
ment of the expelled members, by- 
carrying the fight to the Interna
tional union and to the company. 
Four members of the executive 
board were suspended by the 
membership at this meeting, in-

cluding the president, E. B. Har
per because they supported 
Dalrymple’s bureaucratic act. In 
ternational officers, however, con
tinue to support the suspended 
officers, and refuse to take any 
action prior to their International 
Board meeting next month.

FIRED BY COMPANY
The 70 bandbuilders have been 

fired by the company, and many 
have been reclassified into 1-A by 
the dra ft boards.

Dalrymple took his unprecedent
ed action following a series of 
strikes at the General Tire plant. 
The fact that the General man
agement has consistently refused 
to settle grievances did not deter 
him from arb itrarily  expelling the 
70 unionists, without tria l and 
without specific charges. Since 
there is a closed shop agreement 
at General, the expulsions meant 
immediate and automatic dismis
sal fo r the bandbuilders.

Almost half the tire builders 
at the plant signed a petition

demanding a just and fa ir hearing 
for the expelled men, and support
ing Su,Uivan in charges he has 
brought against four local officers 
for “ malfeasance”  of office by 
their failure to defend their union 
members. There is widespread 
sympathy with the bandbuilders in 
other URW locals here. M ilitant 
members are especially indignant 
at the bureaucratic action of 
Dalrymple and his supporters on 
the International Board.

SHOWDOWN WITH LEADERS
By his precipitate and1 vicious 

expulsions, Dalrymple has served 
warning to URW militants that 
they must be on guard to defend 
the democratic rights and trad i
tions of the rubber union.

More than that, Dalrymple and 
bis cohorts have given ample 
evidence that they are incapable 
of waging any straggle to defend 
the union against the campaign 
of the corporations to undermine 
and destroy the union. His only 
answer to the provocations of

Firestone, Goody-ear, Goodrich and 
other rubber companies is to 
drive men w-ho seek to defend 
the union out into the streets.

There is a growing mood in a 
section of the General local to 
withdraw from the United Rubber 
Workers. Although i t  is under
standable why an aroused mem
bership should in rage and 
desperation seek such a solution 
to escape the leadership of 
traitors like Dalrymple, such a 
move would only weaken those 
m ilitant elements w-ithin the URW 
w-ho are building tow-ard a show
down with the cowardly interna
tional leadership of the URW.

The day of Dalrymple and his 
kind is running short. Those who 
desert the URW now w ill only 
serve to split the m ilitant forces. 
The united forces of all the rubber 
m ilitants are essential in the 
battle to revitalize the union and 
return i t  to the glorious militancy 
which humbled the rubber barons 
in ’37.

Reproduction of petition urging President R oosevelt to grant unconditional pardon to the 18 
imprisoned leaders of the Socialist Workers P arty  and of Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO. 
Petitions may be obtained from the Civil Rights Defense Committee, 160 5th Ave., New York, N. Y.

B y M ir ia m  C a rte r
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Teheran - - The Newest Gospel Of Stalinism
B y N o rm a n  D an ie ls

Teheran represents to the American fo l
lowers of Stalin in many respects what God 
is to a religious maniac.'God, the Bible says, 
created the world in six days. Roosevelt, 
Stalin and Churchill, according to the Sta
lin ist version, have recreated the world in 
four days at Teheran. But the feats of the 
Jehovah actually pale in comparison with 
the achievements at Teheran. Obviously it  
is much easier to create a new world than 
to transfigure the existing world of sin and 
crime and mass murder into a world of 
peace, harmony and brotherly love—a world 
of beauty and saints—in short, the kind 
of world the Stalinists proclaim has been 
created at Teheran.

"Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill, meeting 
at Teheran, Browder and Co. assure us, have 
turned the trick and evolved the formula 
fo r reshaping the world into a mOdern Gar
den of Eden. To ‘be sure, this formula is 
kept in strict secrecy, but no one must 
ask why. For the success of the formula, 
y6u See, depends on faith, piety, docility. 
Just leave it  to Churchill, Stalin and Roose
velt.

In speaking of Teheran, the Stalinists 
employ an extravagance of language, typic
al of religious devotees. The very firs t day 
the Teheran declaration was made public,

-—that is, sometime before Browder rose 
to the dizzy peaks of ecstasy, the Daily 
Worker wrote editorially (Dec. 7, 1943):

“ Like no other event that men and wo
men of our generation can remember, the 
meeting .of our President with Marshal 
Joseph Stalin and Premier Winston Church
ill overwhelms the imagination.”

T he  T ra ils f ig t ira t io n  at Teheran
This evdnt which “ overwhelms the imag

ination,”  a'nd Which overshadows anything 
“ that men and women of our generation 
can renfemBrir,”  grew in dimensions with 
the passage of time. About five  weeks later, 
it was revealed to the editors of the Daily 
Worker that “ The program of Teheran is 
the kind of world program fo r which all 
peoples have fought fo r generations.”  (Edi
torial, Jan. 1(5.) Universality and timeless
ness are the very warp and woof—the very 
fabric of religion. In order to emphasize 
further the universality and timelessness of 
their religion the same editorial in the 
Daily Worker adds . .Teheran constitutes 
the greatest turning point in world history.”

History has indeed known great turning 
points. It, has known the birth of religions, 
great social transformations. Thus, there 
was the great French Revolution which 
overthrew feudalism. Again, the American 
Revolution, which gave the United States its

Independence and started it. on the road of 
unprecedented capitalist development. There 
was the Civil War which abolished slavery. 
Finally, to mention but. one more, there is 
the Russian revolution, the f ir s t  successful 
seizure of power by the working class. But 
according to the Stalinist maniacs, none of 
these compare to Teheran. “ Teheran consti
tutes the greatest turning point in world 
history.”

F ro m  Darkness to  L ig h t
Strict secrecy of the deliberations and 

decisions as a rule arouse suspicions. Only 
conspiracies are hatched in secret. Why 
should anyone hide a “ world program for 
which peoples have fought fo r genera
tions?”  But to the Stalinists, the secrecy 
of the Teheran conference endows it w ith 
mystic powers.

From now on they vow that mankind 
shall know no other gods hut Teheran. But. 
weren’t they socialists once upon a time? 
That >vas in their pagan days. That was in 
the dark, pre-Teheran era. It is this past 
that they wish above all to forget. They 
have seen the light now, and that light 
shines from Teheran.

The truth  is, the Stalinists have really 
been in need of religion fo r a long time. 
Many lifelong criminals in their declining 
years, especially when afflicted with an in

curable disease, ttfrti TO 'religion fo r Solace. 
The Stalinists belong to this category; they 
have certainly lived a life  of crime. Not only 
have they sold themselves to the beasts in 
the Kremlin, and lived by deception, lies and 
treachery; but they have been accessories 
to the murder of a whole generation of men 
and women who made the Russian revolu
tion, who guided it through its most try ing 
years of civil war. They have sunk lower 
than the most depraved Criminals in the 
annals of crime.

They need solace.

The N ew  Stalin ist R elig ion
But the Stalinists shall never find solace 

in their new religion. For their religion is 
nothing but the product of their depraved, 
diseased imagination. How could anyone in 
his r igh t mind bring himself to worship 
this meeting of Stalin, Churchill and Roose
velt?

Stalin is the chieftain of a clique that has 
slipped a noose over the Russian Revolu
tion and has been slowly strangling it  ever 
since Lenin’s death. I t  is not Stalin’s fau lt 
that the Russian revolution is not yet dead. 
I t  is proof of the v ita lity  of this great 
giant. Stalin usurped power in the Com
munist International only to snuff all life  
out of it. In its place BrOwder now proffers 
Teheran—Teheran is the new “ Internation-

al”  of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin.
Churchill, candid admirer of Italian fas

cism, who not so long ago employed all his 
eloquence in praise of Mussolini, is the sec
ond member of this unholy tr in ity  of Brow
der’s “ International.”  Churchill is the head 
of the greatest empire in the world, built 
and maintained by brute force and chican
e ry .-A t this very moment when he is the 
object o f Stalinist worship, millions of his 
agonized subjects are dying of starvation 
on the streets of India. Any one of these 
victims could ask: I f  “ the program of Tehe
ran is the kind of world program fo r which 
all peoples have fought fo r generations,”  
why don’t we Indians get our freedom ? 
Churchill is frank about it, even i f  the 
Stalinists are not. He proclaims openly that 
he did not become His Majesty’s f irs t min
ister in order to dissolve the British Em
pire.

A m e rica n  Capitalism
Roosevelt is'the head of the richest coun

try  in the world. He represents the most 
arrogant ruling class in the world. A rro
gant and brutal in its ja iling of the 18 
Trotskyists for the sole “ crime”  of advo
cating socialism. Arrogant and brutal in its 
attempts to enslave the working class by a 
compulsory service law. American capital
ism, having at its command a productive

machine which the rest of the world com
bined cannot match, is just as arrogant in 
its policies abroad. I t  has created a huge 
army, a navy and a merchant marine larger 
than t'lie combined fleets of the rest of the 
world. American capitalism is out to use its 
power for the control of the entire world, 
fo r the greater £lory and p ro fit of the Sixty- 
Families.

No, the Stalinists w ill hardly find solace 
in their new religion.

Even when they come humbly to worship 
at the feet of American imperialism, they 
get kicked in their teeth by its arrogant 
spokesmen, who prefer to hire their own 
lackeys and bootlickers. The American capi
talists, too, have nothing but contempt fo r 
those who would serve two masters. Such 
lackeys are not very reliable.

No, the Stalinists w ill not find solace in 
their new religion.

The American workers to whom they seek 
to peddle the opium of their itew religion 
are not at all addicted to subservience, sub
mission, slavishness. The American worker 
believes in his rights and believes in figh t
ing for his rights. Those who built, the CIO, 
who engaged in four coal strikes, who 
threatened a railway tie-up—these men 
w ill, surely.brush aside the Stalinist opium 
peddlers and march their own confident wav 
forward.

B y Joseph K e lle r

As part of the government- 
corporation offensive against or
ganized labor, the Senate last 
week passed an amendment to the 
new tax bill which would compel 
the unions to open their books and 
records to the scrutiny of the 
bosses and their government 
agents, and subject labor organ
izations to taxation.

For decades the American open- 
shoppers have tried to secure 
such legislation. I t  would provide 
them with a powerful weapon for 
invading the privacy of the 
unions, interfering in their in
ternal affairs and securing the 
lists of their members. Through 
it, employers would attempt to 
cripple the Unions financially and 
would seek in such traditional 
union practices as the main
tenance of strike reserves the 
pretext fo r frameups on charges 
like “ misuse”  of funds.

One of the primary reasons for 
this latest crass union-busting 
IrfoVe is the desire of the ad
ministration and employers to 
ciipplc independent labor political 
action. This was, as the capitalist 
press admitted, the “ winning”  
argument which “ clinched”  the 
Senate debate. 1

Senator Josiah Bailey, Southern 
poll-tax Democrat from North 
Carolina, pointed the finger of 
horror at the CIO Political Action 
Committee, which is certainly not 
independent of capitalist politics, 
and told his colleagues that, the 
CIO has issued a “ political 
•primer”  to its members, the 
alleged purpose being, in Bailey’s 
words, “ not to serve the United 
States but to serve the CIO.” 
Bailey manfully confronted this 
dire menace with the boast. 
“ They can’t  beat me, or any other 
Senator.”

*  t -

Although Roosevelt’s demand 
fo r national forced labor did not 
mention any specific b ill, his 
message was the cue fo r opening 
immediate hearings before the 
Senate M ilita ry  A ffa irs  Commit
tee on the notorious Austin- 
Wadsworth b ill—the only bill of 
its type actually up fo r con
sideration in Congress. This is the 
bill which last week secured the 
tacit endorsement of Secretary of 
"War Stimson, when he called fo r 
quick action in support of Roose
ve lt’S proposal at the hear
ings on the Austin-Wadsworth 
measure.

The b ill provides for universal 
forced labor. Under its terms 
any worker could be forced to 
leave his home and be shipped 
anywhere in the country, and to 
work at any job assigned him, 
regardless of wages or condi
tions.

No matter what his previous 
wages and work were, he would 
have to accept the wages paid by 
the company to which he would 
be bound. He would lose the 
seniority and vacation rights that 
lie enjoyed at his former job. Be- 
qause of residence restrictions, 
he would naturally lose his voting 
rights. Although the worker 
would not be permitted to strike 
or quit, his owner could fire him 
without notice at any time. 
Though the b ill says his former 
employer must rehire him, the 
jobless worker w ill have no 
means of enforcing this provision 
except through civil suit. That 
means as the cynical saying is, 
he “ can go see city hall.”

One of the most vicious features

of (he bill is a proviso enforcing 
the open shop in industries where 
forced labor would be employed— 
which takes in all war industry.
Senator Austin and Rep. Wads

worth had training fo r construc
tion of such a thoroughly labor- 
hating bill. Their long reactionary 
record includes voting against 
the Wages and flour law, the 
Wagner Housing Act, WPA work 
relief appropriations, the abolish
ment of poll taxes, and the old 
age assistance provisions of the , 
Social Security Act.

❖  ❖  ♦
In order to convince their deluded 
followers that they aren’t  the 
finks they arc, the Stalinists are 
peddling slimey lies about labor’s 
attitude toward the labor draft. 
Thus the Daily Worker, Jan. 22, 
issues the following brazen false
hood:

“ One fact stands out beyond a 
shadow of 'doubt when we ta lk of 
labor’s sentiment on the Presi
dent’s message to Congress, ALL 
LABOR (original emphasis), in
cluding even the miners i f  we 
leave out the Lewis bureaucracy, 
is behind it .”

Outside of the Stalinists them
selves, and their Well - known 
union stooges like Harry Bridges. 
Joseph Curran and Julius Emspak 
of (he United Electrical and Radio 
Workers, not a single union leader 
has endorsed Roosevelt’s demand 
for forced labor.

On the contrary, Philip Murray, 
W illiam Green, R. J. Thomas and 
virtua lly  every leading figure in 
the labor movement, have violent
ly  condemned the proposal. And 
i f  there is a single rank and file 
worker who can be found favor
ing it, he must just have escaped 
from the booby hatch or be a 
thoroughly doped victim of Stalin
ism.

♦  H« *

The International Association 
of Machinists, AFL, and the 
United Automobile Workers, CIO, 
the two leading unions in the 
a ircraft industry, signed a mu
tual agreement on January 8 to 
avoid jurisdictional disputes. The 
agreement pledges that where 
one union has a contract w ith a 
company, or has won an NLRB 
election, the other union shall 
not attempt to establish an or
ganization.

* * $
The twenty-three day s tr ik e  of 

m un ic ipa l w orkers against the 
c ity  of M ontrea l is  ended. The 
workers voted to go back to w ork 
pending settlem ent of th e ir  wage 
demands by a rb itra tio n . The lead
ers of the unions involved agreed 
to the settlem ent on an eight- 
po in t governm ent proposal under 
w h ich  a ll wage increases granted 
w i l l  be re troactive  to Dec. 1, an 
increase in  the cost-o f-liv ing  
bonus, arid no d isc rim in a tio n  
against the s trike rs .

* * *
Clayton Foun ta in  in  h is Jan. 7 

column in  the  Toledo Union Jou r
na l says tha t the steel and r a i l
road crises of las t m onth are 
sym ptom atic of the social and eco
nom ic in jus tice  in  th is  country 
“ w h ich  did not end w ith  Pearl 
H a rbo r.”

“ Labor in America is almost 
single-handedly battling those 
who would f irs t bust the unions, 
(hen burn the books, and then 
bash in the heads of all opposition 
. . . the railroad and steel crises 
are basic to this battle.”

15th Anniversary - $15,000 Fund
B y Rose K a rsn e r, D ire c to r

W ith three weeks still to go in the 15th Anniversary $15,000 
Fund Campaign, comrades are showing 1 heir determination to 
finish the drive ahead of schedule. Ten branches have already 
filled their quotas. Two more zeros were erased from the score- 
board. and a third, we learn from a letter quoted below, w ill 
jump into the 100% row next week.

FROM THE BRANCHES 
Los Angeles: — “ Enclosed please find check 

for $150 on our quota fo r the Anniversary Fund 
Drive. South Gate, our newest and youngest 
branch, was the f irs t to complete the quota.”

Dayton, R. B.: — “ I  am enclosing $15 as a con
tribution toward the $15,000 Fund. I  recently re
ceived the issue of The M ilitant containing the 
account of the farewell dinner. The speeches 
were really inspiring, and renewed my feeling 
of pride in the comrades and admiration fo r their 
courage.”  1

Quaker town: — “ The enclosed check fo r $32 
puts Quakertown over the top. We feel here that 
meeting our pledge is the very least we can do 
at this time, When our comrades are jailed fo r 
the ‘crime’ of furnishing correct leadership to 
the Socialist vanguard of the working class.”

Detroit, A rthu r: — “ Enclosed please find 
cashier’s cheek fo r $170 which I  think brings us 
up to our goal of $2000. We shall not rest on our 
laurels and hope to have additional money fo r 
you before the 15th of February.”

YoungStoWn, J. W.: — “ Enclosed is a money 
order fo r $35 to apply on our quota. This brings 
our total paid up so fa r to $135. We expect to 
have paid in fu ll by the firs t of February.”
• Akron, D. S.: — “ Enclosed is a money order 
fo r $50. This brings us to $125 w ith a balance 
of $75. 1 am sure we w ill go over the top in 
the allotted time. We were deeply stirred by 
the grave, confident sp irit of the farewell 
speeches.”

San Francisco, Lois: — “ Enclosed find check 
fo r $100. A t the last meeting of the Branch we 
voted to increase our quota to $1500 and I am 
sure we w ill reach that figure very shortly.”

F lin t: — “ $100 is on the way to fu lf i l l  our 
quota. Sorry i t  w ill be too late to appear in this 
week’s scoreboard.”

FROM FRIENDS AND SYMPATHIZERS
That we have many more friends and sympa

thizers than we know of, is indicated by the large 
number of anonymous contributions coming di
rect to the National office in addition to those 
received by the local organizations.

Total, last re p o r t ............................................................... $388.00
Received since

Mabel, N. Y .................................................................. 200.00
Lexington, anon.......................    24.75
Texas, anon.................................................................. 5.00
Gon, N. J.................   5.00
Dayton ........................................................................  15.00
Friend, N. Y ................................................................ 5.00

Total .....................................................................$642.75

A subscription drive is now' 
under way in Detroit and i f  the 
excellent results obtained by other 
branches in sub campaigns is in
dicative, we can look fo r big 
things to happen in Detroit’s 
drive. The agent enclosed three 
subscriptions in her first letter, 
which states:

“ We have started a campaign 
here to get subscriptions fo r The 
M ilitant and Fourth International. 
The drive began January 16 and 
w ill end February 1.”  In addition, 
Detroit has requested that their 
M ilitant bundle order be increased 
by 100 copies.

H”. *  *

Seattle’s subscription campaign 
is bringing in results that once 
again confirm our theory that all 
we have to do to get subs is to 
go after them. Our agents writes: 
“ We have been distributing The 
M ilitant every Sunday at a par-

ticujar housing project here. Last 
Sunday was the first e ffort to get 
subs from those to whom the 
paper had been given. The com
rades came home with 17 subs. . . 
W ill you send us more sub 
blanks?”

Another letter from our Seattle 
agent states: “ Here are two more 
subs—our shipyard worker, men
tioned in the M ilitant Army 
(January 8), has turned in four 
(including these two) since then. 
He leads in our subscription cam
paign now w ith 15 subs.”

Subscriptions continue to pour 
in frOm San Francisco. The 
agent’s weekly letter reads: “ En
closed find money order covering 
10 six-month subscriptions to The 
M ilitant. We have succeeded in 
acquiring other newstands in the. 
Negro district. . . I f  i t  is at all 
possible I  would like to sugges

NEW YORK—Local New York 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
held an inspiring meeting on 
January 23 in the main hall of 
Trving Plaza to commemorate the 
twentieth anniversary of the 
death of Lenin.

A rt Preis, well-known M ilitant 
writer, paid tribute to Lenin’s un
compromising revolutionary in
ternationalism. “ It  can be said 
that Lenin’s whole life, his entire 
struggle, was a battle for the 
establishment of a world social 
revolutionary movement. built 
first of all on the bed-rock of 
genuine proletarian international
ism, a movement devoted to but 
one end—the destruction of world 
capitalist imperialism and the 
creation of world-wide socialism. 
Thus, fo r Lenin, the supreme 
triumph of the Russian Revolution 
was that i t  was the first success 
in the struggle for world social
ism, that in the fires of this 
in itia l battle had been forged the 
tactical and organizational wea
pons with which the world pro
letariat might achieve power. 
That, to him, was the imperishable 
and indestructible core of the 
October 1917 Revolution.”

A feature of the meeting was 
the showing of “ Tzar to Lenin.”  
This historical film of the Rus
sian Revolution, composed of 
authentic news-reels, official and 
privately photographed scenes, 
depicts the February Revolution, 
the conquest of power in October.

that you box the lis t in the 
paper fo r a month or so, as our 
newsstand sales are increasing 
steadily.”

Beginning this week The M ili
tant w ill carry a lis t of news
stands in various cities where the 
paper'can be purchased.

1917 by the Bolshevik Party 
under Lenin and Trotsky, and the 
battles against the counter-re
volutionists and their imperialist 
allies. The audience was deeply 
stirred as they watched the chief 
figures in the October Revolution 
flash upon the sefeen, the men 
and women who led the workers 
and peasants to victory in the 
world - shaking revolution that 
helped end the F irs t World War.

Comrade George Grant, or
ganizer of Local New York, was 
chairman of the meeting. The 
enthusiasm of the audience was. 
reflected in the generous collec
tion of almost $200, given fo r the 
work of the Socialist Workers 
Party.

Medical Monopoly 
Opposes Progress

(Continued from page 1)

dollars per year. I t  does not 
matter to the AMA i f  the-product 
they endorse is a patent medicine 
that does (it) one any good, or 
even i f  i t  is a product that does 
real harm. One recent scandal of 
the scientific journals is the per
sistent approval by the AMA of 
mechanical resuscitators fo r vic
tims of carbon monoxide and 
other asphyxia, although three 
commissions, British and Ameri
can, have declared this machine 
dangerous to human life.

In addition to financial support, 
the talent of its B ig Business 
allies has been placed at the 
disposal Of the AMA in its 
gigantic effort to defeat this bill. 
The NPC is headed by a high- 
nowered advertising executive, 
John M. Pratt. Frank "Gannett, 
millionaire publisher, has placed 
his arch-reactionary “ Committee 
fo r Constitutional Government”  
at the service of the AMA.

REACTIONARY ARGUMENTS
Every argument that could be 

salvaged from the dung-heap of 
reaction has been used in then- 
drive to perpetuate scarcity in 
medical aid. “ Totalitarianism! 
dictatorship! c o m m u n i s m ! ” 
shrieks the CCG pamphlet, 
written by Samuel Pettingill, 
finance chairman of the Repub
lican National Committee. Pratt’s 
pamphlet, 15 million of -which 
have been issued by the NPC, 
proclaims: “ Human rights as 
opposed to state slavery is the 
issue.”

The fact that the vast majority 
of the American people are not 
gdtting proper medical attention 
because of exorbitant costs means 
nothing to these well-fed para
sites. When they howl about 
“ human rights,”  they do not mean 
the right of workers to medical 
care. Nor by “ human rights”  do 
they mean the right Of every 
doctor to make a decent living 
since under the present anarchic 
system the vast majority of 
doctors earn less than $5000 a 
year. They mean- by “ human 
rights”  the privilege of physicians 
who have achieved financial com
fort and power to continue 
capitalizing on their profession, 
catering to those who can pay, 
even though hundreds of thou
sands of people suffer from in
adequate medical care.

When one reads the roster of 
crimes against the American 
masses, even against the majority 
of doctors, that the AMA has 
perpetrated, i t  is no wonder that 
the Supreme Court in January 
1943 was finally foi-ced to uphold 
the conviction of the AMA as a 
“ monopoly in restraint of trade.”

FIGHTS ANY FEDERAL AID
Although a federal system of 

medical aid, financed by taxes 
upon profiteering corporations, 
would greatly benefit the work
ers, the Wagner-Murray b ill is 
not socialized medicine, despite 
the loud and frenzied cries of the 
AMA. In fact, the bill provides 
an additional tax burden on work
ers by stepping up present social 
security taxes from one to six 
percent.

But the medical businessmen 
who have transformed the AMA 
into a powerful trade association 
for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many w ill not 
tolerate even this small encroach
ment upon their privileges and 
income. W ith the sympathy and 
support of the drug monopolists 
they are waging war to the death 
against any projected national 
medical service.

Banker Heads 
Allied Commission

Just how tough the Anglo- 
American capitalists intend to 
get with the Big Business 
‘backers of the fascist regimes 
in Ita ly  and Germany is indi
cated by the financial adviser 
recently appointed to the A l
lied Control Commission in 
Italy.

He is John L. Simpson, ex
ecutive vice president of the 
J. Henry Schroder Banking 
Corp. of New York, a branch 
of the notorious international 
private banking firm which, 
before the war, was close,!y 
tied to leading Nazi cartels 
and banks and aided the fi
nancing of imports of stra t
egic war materials into Nazi 
Germany. The. American bank 
is a branch of J. Henry 
Schroder & Co., of London, 
which is connected in turn with 
the banking house of Schroder 
Gebruder in Hamburg, Ger
many.

Lenin Meeting Held in  Neiv York
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RED ARMY VICTORIES 
ALARM STALIN’S ALLIES

(Continued from page 1)
not really settle matters at all, 
even though, as Browder now 
brazenly confirms, Stalin at Te
heran did agree to try  to prevent 
'the proletarian revolution from 
spreading to Western Europe. In 
his speech announcing the disso
lution of the American Commu
nist Party, Browder declared:

“ British and American ruling 
circles had to be convinced that 
their jo in t war together w ith  the 
Soviet Ufiiftn against Hitlerism 
would not result in the Soviet 
Socialist system being extended 
to Western Europe under the sti
mulus of the victorious Red A r
mies.”  (Sunday AVorker, Jan. 16.)

Western Europe of course in
cludes, above all, Germany. “ Con
vincing British and American ru l
ing circles”  means that Stalin 
himself supplied his ■ signature 
along fvith sufficiently “ convinc
ing”  guarantees at Teheran.

CAPITALIST OBJECTIONS
But the whole point is that the 

capitalists refuse to reconcile 
themselves to the price that Sta
lin needs and demands, that is, 
the Strengthening of the Soviet 
Union in Eastern Europe. Stabil
ization of capitalism in Europe is 
impossible without a capitalist 
Poland as a “ buffer”  in order to 
keep the Soviet systemt isolated 
in preparation fo r its eventual 
destruction. Churchill and Roose
velt know this, and are working 
to this end.

The establishment of the Cur- 
zon line, that is, in essence the 
preservation of the 1939 borders 
gained* by Stalin through his 
previous deal w ith H itler, would 
weaken Poland as the pivot of 
this indispensable capitalist “ cor
don sanitaire.”  Furthermore, im 
p lic it in the Kremlin’s territo ria l 
demands is the extension of Soviet 
property forms to the whole of 
Poland. That this threat is not 
distant is borne out by the latest 
pronouncement by Stalin’s Union 
of Polish Patriots calling not only 
fo r the inclusion of Silesia, Po
merania, East Prussia and.Dan
zig in a “ New Poland,”  but also.

for the seizure of Polish landed 
estates, their division among the 
peasants and “ the nationalization 
of industries and mines taken 
from the Germans.”  (Daily AVork
er, Jan. 28.)

Inasmuch as Polish industry is 
almost wholly in the hands of the 
Germans, the realization of this 
program would signify the com
plete destruction of Polish capi
talism and a giant step in the 
inevitable extension of Soviet 
property forms fa r beyond the 
Frontiers of 1939.

THE TAVOFOLD DANGER
In its turn, this carries a two

fold threat to capitalism: f irs t, ' 
in addition to strengthening the 
USSR immeasurably, it  would 
greatly hamper further attempts 
to isolate it. Second, the revolu
tionary wave in Europe, especial
ly in Germany, would receive so 
mighty an impulsion from such 
developments in the territories of 
former Poland, let alone Silesia, 
East Prussia, etc., that the at
tempt to drown the coming Euro
pean revolution in blood would 
be rendered well-nigh impossible.

In any case, Roosevelt and 
Churchill w ill not voluntarily 
surrender to Stalin a single sec
tor of capitalism, no matter how 
tiny. Each advance of the Red 
Army, however, poses this issue 
pointblank and brings more and 
more sharply to the forefront the 
basic antagonism in the camp of 
the “ United Nations”  — the i r 
reconcilable class conflict between 
the “ democratic”  capitalists and 
the Soviet Union, even in its de
generated condition under Stalin.

Among the voices already to be 
heard demanding another Teheran 
is that of Senator Burton of Ohio. 
The present crisis may be patched 
up temporarily, with or without 
another Teheran. But the irrecon
cilable class forces underlying the 
new crisis cannot be definitely 
Suppressed or overcome by Stal
inist intrigue and imperialist dip
lomacy. Inescapably they must 
and w ill manifest themselves in a 
life-and-death struggle between 
the forces of “ democratic”  capi
talism and the Soviet Uniob.

Capitalist Persecution And 
Socialist Internationalism

Comrade L. H. Van Ryan
Comrade L. II. Van Ryan 

died in his home in Memphis, 
Tennessee after nine days of 
influenza, at 2 P. M. December' 
31, 1943.

Van, as he was called by his 
friends, had served and sacri
ficed for many years in the la
bor and radical movement in 
the heart of the South, l ie work
ed with the Communist Party 
during the wild adventures of 
the Stalinists in the early 1930’s 
when they promised to "take 
tip Memphis brick by brick.”  
He was active in the building of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Unión in its early days and was 
chased o ff his farm because of 
his activities.

In  1939 Van Ryan met a 
Trotskyist and, after hearing the 
principles of Trotskyism, said: 
“ That is what I have been look
ing fo r.”

A  REAL REVOLUTIONIST
Despite the fact that he was 

past middle age, Van had been 
very active fo r the past few 
years, aiding the growing Mem-

phis CIO movement and farm 
labor through the. S. T. F. U. He 
had great difficulty in finding 
permanent employment because of 
his color, his age and his record 
as a good union man and fighter 
fo r the underdog. A friend put it  
aptly when he said: “ The bosses 
that didn’t  know him were told 
about him by the other bosses.”

To work for the CIO, for the 
sharecroppers and tenant farm 
ers, for the unity of black and 
white toilers, and for Trotskyism 
in the dictatorial domain of Demo
cratic “ Boss”  Crump in Memphis 
and in the adjacent Southern 
lyrich-belt demanded the utmost 
courage, Self-confidence and good 
sens e .  Comrade Van Ryan 
shouldered these great pioneer 
tasks like a Bolshevik revolution
ist.

Shortly before he died, he wrote 
to a comrade that the flu  had him 
feeling- bad but he had a job 
where there were two unions 
“ and I  can do some good, so I 
am going to make myself be a 
good hand.”

He never had time to take care 
of himself. Van was too busy 
fighting to make this a better 
world fo r others.

B y F e lix  M o rro w
The audience of The Mililcni't 

— an audience of comrades, 
friends and working class m ilit- 
tants — scarcely needs to be told 
that, going to prison lias been part 
of tiro day's work in every gener
ation of proletarian revolutionists 
and working class militants since 
the Communist Manifesto of 1848. 
Frederick Engels, in bis defini
tion of the state, gave a central 
place to its prisons, and the truth 
of his definition has been verified 
by the experience of countless 
thousands of revolutionists and 
working- class militants.

For how many decades were 
the prisons and places of exile of 
flip Czar the most, horrible exper
ience on this globe! A’el, in those 
fearful places where Russian re
action sought to destroy the bodies 
and sou's of its victims, were 
hardened and steeled the men and 
women who made the three Rus
sian revolutions.
SAME PROCESS

Essentially the same process has 
been repeated in every country. 
We know that neither execution 
chambers nor prison walls w ill 
crush the communist movement. 
Wo know it not as a matter of 
faith but as the record of history.

Still, i t  is necessary to add 
that, under certain conditions, 
even principled revolutionists 
have been spiritually broken, de
moralized or disoriented by con
finement.

There comes to mind the p itifu l 
example — really, the ludicrous 
example — of the famous socialist 
orator of the pve-1918 period, Kate 
Richards O’Hare, who emerged 
from prison with only one inter
est in life  —- prison reform. To 
this day she is busy at it as an 
officer of a prison reform asso
ciation. Apart from getting cur
tains put on dormitory windows, 
Kate hasn’t  improved the prisons 
very much.

A much more important exam
ple is that of the whole leading 
cadre of the LW.W. after its im 
prisonment in 19X9 and 1920. These 
I. AAr. AV. leaders were made of 
Die best revolutionary stuff, they 
were men of unquestionable cour- 
arge and integrity. Yet it  is a 
fact that after emerging from 
prison — and they were not in 
prison for many years - — they 
never regained their positions in 
the leadership of the advanced 
workers.

AVliat happened to the I. AV. AV. 
leaders? During the time in which 
they were arrested, tried and im
prisoned, events on a world scale 
look a course which the prim itive

Four Trotskyist Leaders

James P. Cannon, Albert Goldman, Vincent Dunne, and Farrell Dobbs, four of the 18 leaders 
of the Socialist Workers Party and Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO, framed-up under 
the Smith “ Gag” Act. They are photographed in the Minneapolis party headquarters shortly be
fore leaving to begin their sentences at S.andsto ne Federal Penitentiary.

doctrine of the I.AV.AV. had neith
er foreseen nor could explain. Not 
syndicalism but revolutionary 
Marxism showed itself to be the 
doctrine capable of leading the 
masses to the overthrow of capi
talism. The star of October shone 
above them as they emerged from 
prison; i t  should have been the 
inspiration for redoubled activity; 
but the I. AV. W. leaders did not 
understand that guiding star.

AVE ARE MARXISTS
AVe are Marxists and that 

means, among other things, that 
we ask ourselves the mosit search
ing and fundamental questions. 
May there be ail analogy between 
the fate of the imprisoned I.AV.AV. 
cadre and that of our cadre which 
is now going to prison? W ill oiir 
cadre emerge from prison with re
doubled determination or w ill it  
come out into a world in which 
it  w ill find itself bewildered by 
events we had not foreseen and 
new revolutionary movements for 
which our doctrine had not prov
ided and to which wo w ill be un
able to link ourselves?

AVe shall be in prison fo r only 
a year or so and at other times 
one could count such a period of

imprisonment as a short interval. 
But what a year this is certain to 
be! Certain to be one of those 
years in which world history 
moves more speedily than i t  has 
previously moved in whole gener
ations.

ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCE
The essential difference be

tween our situation and that of 
the 1WW leaders is that the ques
tion o f world perspectives sim
ply did not pose itself to the IAVAV 
cadre. They understood that the 
class struggle exists everywhere, 
but they never really understood 
that internationalism is not a 
matter of sentimental solidarity 
but that a world party of the so
cialist revolution is absolutely in
dispensable fo r conducting the 
struggle anywhere. They never 
understood that the tempo of the 
class struggle in America, and 
the nature of the revolutionary 
organization which would lead 
that struggle, could be determined 
by events in other parts of the 
world. The IWW mentality would 
not be able to understand today 
that what happens to the revolu
tionary movement in Europe dur
ing the coming years is a life  and

death question to the American 
revolutionary movement.

That is the essential difference 
between the IAVAV leadership and 
that of the Socialist AVorkers Par
ty. Our cadre has preoccupied i t 
self fo r decades w ith  the strate
gy and tactics of the world revo
lution. Our cadre has given the 
most scientific and assiduous stu
dy to the tasks of the world par
ty. Our cadre is bound by the 
most unbreakable ties to our co
workers throughout the world. 
And that is why our program, our 
conception of the strategy and 
tactics of the world revolution, 
has withstood the test of events 
over the decades and perhaps even 
more important has withstood the 
test of events during these four 
and more years of the second 
world war.

S till greater events are to come 
but we have the assurance, by 
the tests our program lias already 
met, that we are programmatic
ally prepared fo r what is to come 
fa r better than any previous ca
dre in the history of the revolu
tionary movement. The actual 
record of the Trotskyist move
ment is our best guarantee for the 
future.

'MERCHANTS OF DEATH' EXPOSED IN 
CARTEL DEAL WITH BRITISH TRUST

P IO N E E R  P AR AG R A P H S

HOW GOVERNMENT " PUNISHES" 
WAR FRAUDS OF PROFITEERS

The government pleaded with 
the corporations to cooperate, to 
discontinue their cartel deals and 
violations of the anti-trust laws, 
and to let other companies use 
their patents fo r war production; 
the corporations fla tly  refused. 
Early in 1942 the government— 
in order to prevent the complete 
breakdown of the war program, 
that is, in order to protect the in
terests of the capitalist class as 
a whole—was finally compelled to 
institute a series of suits against 
a number of monopolies, making 
public the damning facts about 
which the government had been 
aware fo r many years.

The corporations had been 
caught red-handed. But the gov
ernment, once having gotten their 
promise to permit the use of the 
patents during the war, dropped 
the charges and let these corpora
tions escape virtua lly  unpunish
ed. To make the government’s 
attitude unmistakably clear, A r
nold, Biddle, Secretary of War 
Stimson and Secretary of Navy 
Knox wrote Roosevelt on March 
20, 1942, in the midst of the public 
revelations about the cartels, and 
said that “ some of the pending 
court investigations, suits and 
prosecutions under the anti-trust 
statutes by the Department of

Justice, i f  continued, w ill in
terfere with the production of war 
materials. . . In those cases we 
believe that continuing such 
prosecutions at this time w ill be 
contrary to the national interest 
and security.”  This was some 
more “ blackmail,”  a threat to 
hold up on production i f  the 
prosecutions were continued, with 
government officials covering up 
fo r the corporations.

The same course has been fo l
lowed in connection w ith the 
defective war material cases. 
Reluctantly the government has 
been compelled to prosecute in a 
few of the more flagrant cases, 
but each time high government 
representatives have stepped fo r
ward to make ligh t of the corpora
tion crimes.

The War Production Board held 
a closed meeting on the U. S. 
Steel case, but its only outcome 
was a statement by WPB chair
man Donald Nelson deploring a 
“ more than usual”  vigilance on 
the part of steel plant inspectors 
and a WPB telegram to several 
steel companies urging them not 
to lean over backwards while 
seeking “ unattainable perfection”  
in meeting production specifica
tions.

Whatever else one may con-

(Continued from page 1)

maintained in deliberate Violation 
of federal laws. I t  included as a 
partner, at least until several 
months after Pearl Harbor, the 
huge Nazi chemical trust, I. G. 
Farbenindustrie. These interna
tional trusts sought to establish 
“ spheres of influence”  where each 
would have exclusive control of 
markets, raw materials ahd man
ufacturing facilities. They lim i
ted production, fixed monopoly 
prices and attempted to eliminate 
all independent competition. They 
exchanged patents and trade se
crets, acting to protect, each other 
from outside competitors.

That the duPont dynasty, which 
is said to have received the larg
est volume of government war 
contracts, deliberately planned to 
violate the anti-trust laws, and 
continue the cartel agreement 
“ irrespective of Governmental 
Action,”  was indicated by the 
Justice Department. The com
plaint quotes the personal corre
spondence between Lord McGow
an, head of the British trust, and 
Lamont duPont, both named per
sonally in the suit.

“ Everything possible is done to 
ensure that no prospective politi
cal or legislative action on the 
parts of governments is permitted 
to influence relations between du
Pont and IC I,”  wrote Lord Mc
Gowan to duPont.

To which, duPont replied:
“ I  feel the same:—I f  legisla

tion or 'international agreements 
are brought about which affect, 
these ICI-duPont relations, I  am

elude from these government 
actions, i t  is safe to say that they 
do not have the effect of strongly 
discouraging war frauds.

(From “ AVartime Crimes of 
Big Business.”  by George Breit- 
man, pages 12-13; published by' 
Pioneer Publishers, 1943, 16 pages, 
5c. Order from Pioneer Publishers, 
116 University PI., New York 3, 
N. Y.)

sure we w ill be able to adjust 
ourselves so as to get the con
tinued benefit of our agreement.”

The government further charg
es that when the war in 1940 in
terrupted duPont relations in A r
gentina with I. G. Farben, the 
Nazi trust, “ (he duPont company 
informed I. G. that they intended 
to use their good offices after the 
war to have I. G. participation 
restored.”  ,

Assistant Attorney General 
Wendell Berge, describing the ef
fect of this and similar cartels, 
declared that they have “ plagued 
us w ith shortages of critical ma- | 
terials, lack of know-how and in
dustrial skills during war, and un
employment and idle plants dur
ing peace.”  The cartel agree
ments, he said, “ are nothing but 
private treaties—as fa r reaching 
as any governmental action but 
free from Congressional sanc
tion.”

Berge admitted after the suit 
was brought that the government 
is seeking only a consent decree 
from duPont to discontinue cer
tain of its practices. He informed 
Washington correspondents that 
the tr ia l might be postponed, as 
has happened w ith similar cases 
in the past three years, and 
m ight not be taken up until after 
the war.

Lord McGowan came into pub
lic notice in this country recent
ly through his campaign seeking 
repeal of the American anti-trust 
laws to permit continuation of 
cartels. The British fear that only 
by means of such cartel “ truces” 
with the 'all-powerful American 
trusts w ill they be able to stand 
up against intensified American 
world trade competition.

That the American monopoly 
interests in general do not envis
age permitting the British mono
polists to strengthen themselves 
in the world arena is indicated 
by the emphasis in the Justice 
Department charges that i t  is IC I 
in particular which is aiming at 
world control of the chemical in

dustry. The stress placed in the 
charges on the role of the B rit
ish interests is further emphasiz
ed by quotations from a document 
in the duPont files, which states: 

“ Sir Harry (Lord McGowan) 
explained that the formation of 
the ICI is only the firs t step in 
a comprehensive scheme which he 
has in mind to rationalize chem
ical manufacture in the world. 
The details of such a scheme are 
not worked out, not even in Sir 
Harry’s own mind, but the broad 
picture includes working arrange
ments between three groups —

' the I. G. in Germany, Imperial 
Chemical Industries in the B rit
ish Empire, and duPont and the 
Allied Chemical and Dye in Amer
ica. The next step is an arrange
ment of some sort between the 
Germans and British.”

Although Berge described the 
present suit against the du-Pont- 
Imperial Chemicals cartel as a 
“ major blow”  against the cartel 
system, the fact remains that 
Roosevelt’s government has not 
succeeded in breaking up a single 
one of the international monopo
lies by its legal moves. The only 
way to break the power of these 
Big Business giants would be to 
expropriate these profiteering 
war industries and operate them 
under workers’ control.

One of the more sinister aspects 
of Browder’s report to the‘ Na
tional Committee of the Com
munist Party at its meeting in 
New York City on Jan. 7-9 was 
the inclusion of a typical GPU 
amalgam. In laying down the new 
line to the hatchctmen in the 
leadership of the American C. P., 
Browder, mouthpiece for Stalin’s 
GI’U in this country, says: “ The 
U. S. foreign services are honey
combed with Trotskyites, every 
one of whom is an actual or 
potential agent of H itler.”  (Sun
day Worker, Jan. 16, 1944.)

This statement, bearing the un
mistakable im print of the GPU, 
is a directive to the Stalinist 
functionaries. Such formulations 
have in the past presaged slander 
and frame-up campaigns directed 
against all m ilitants in the 
labor movement who oppose the 
treacherous role of the Stalinist 
bureaucrats. As the most uncom
promising opponents of Big Busi
ness and its agents, the Trotsky
ists are singled out fo r special 
attention—but every worker who 
dares raise his voice against the 
Stalinists w ill be smeared as an 
“ actual or potential agent of 
H itler.”

ON GUARD! Stalin’s GPU is 
cooking up another poisonous 
brew of frame-ups and gangster
ism in an attempt to silence all 
opposition to their betrayals!

Forced Labor Plan 
Backed By Stimson

(Continued from page 1)
were motivated entirely by soli
citude fo r profiteering Big Busi
ness. Stimson admitted that be 
desired a forced labor d ra ft “ even 
without”  the adoption of Roose
velt’s accompanying proposals for- 
taxing war profits, maintaining 
the war contracts renegotiations 
law, and instituting s tric t control 
of food prices. I t  should be re
membered that Roosevelt screen
ed his previous wage-freezing 
program with similar proposals, 
like the $25,000 salary limitation, 
none of which were enacted.

This anti-labor campaign and 
incitation of the soldiers do not 
merely serve immediate ends of 
enforcing the wage-freeze and 
safeguarding profits. They lay 
the ground-work fo r the long
term designs of Big Business to 
strangle organized labor altogeth
er. Just as H itle r and Mussolini 
mobilized many despairing and 
jobless ex-soldiers of World War 
I as strikebreaking battalions and 
storm-troops, so the American 
plunderbund, aided and abetted by 
Roosevelt, is preparing now to 
organize veterans of this war 
ngaiftst the American working 
class. Their fascist minions, like 
Gerald L. K. Smith, head of the 
“ America F irst Party.”  have re
cently seized upon the current 
agitation against labor to issue 
open appeals for support from 
servicemen.

So hostile and nakedly anti-la
bor has Roosevelt’s campaign be
come, that even the bureaucratic 
trade union leadership, servile to 
the Roosevelt war machine and 
the bosses, has been panicked into 
sharp protest against the propos
ed forced labor bill. Only the finky 
Stalinists and their union stooges, 
like H arry Bridges and Joseph 
Curran, have dared endorse 
Roosevelt’s call fo r a National 
Service Act.

BUREAUCRATS F A IL
But aside from deploring and 

lamenting, the union bureaucracy 
continues to give political support 
to Roosevelt, or, like sections of 
the AFL, is bidding fo r the favors 
of the hard-shelled reactionary 
Republican Party. The top union 
leaders are try ing  to knife in the 
back every movement toward 
genuinely independent labor po
litical organization and action. In 
the arena of economic struggle 
against the universally condemn
ed L ittle  Steel formula wage 
freeze, they have failed to take 
the elementary step of uniting the 
unions fo r jo in t action, and con
tinue to permit Roosevelt and the 
bosses to deal separately with 
each isolated union.

They have failed to counteract 
effectively the demagogic incita
tion of the soldiers against the 
workers by vigorously pushing a 
program to protect the interests 
of the worker-soldiers and ex- 
servicemen and unite the whole 
working class in a m ilitant fig h t 
against the real enemies of soldier 
and worker alike, the big mono
polists and their political agents.

This latter failure is a parti
cularly shameful neglect, of fun
damental duty, because the work
ers are not ^nly producing under 
terrible conditions of speed-up. 
long hours and wage freezing all 
the instruments of war, but have 
provided the hulk of the armed 
forces doing the fighting and dy
ing. Factory workers and mech
anics alone, without speaking of

other sections of the wage earn
ers, have provided 42 per cent of 
the armed forces, the Jan. 15 
Cleveland Trust Co. bulletin 
states.

LABOR’S PROGRAM
The labor movement must do 

more than “ view with alarm”  the 
progress of the present labor- 
baiting drive. Organized labor 
must beat back this ominous of
fensive, spear-headed by Roose
velt’s demand fo r a national forc
ed labor draft, w ith a united, m il
itant, all-sided counter-attack of 
its own.

Further, that oilier anti-labor 
salient, the L ittle  Steel formula, 
must be smashed by jo in t action 
of the entire union movement. To 
this end, CIO President Murray, 
whose steel union is now in nego-

Mike Gold's 
Stomach

Mike Gold, who does a sort 
of “ My Day’’ column fo r the 
Daily Worker, on Jan. I t  
squeezed out: a last tear for 
the {rood old days when the 
Communist Party at least paid 
lip-service to socialism. Gold 
wailed:

“ His (Browder’s) suggestion 
(hat we give up the old 
minority dream of socialism...  
was perhaps the biggest and 
most bitter of new pills.

“ As for pledging to aid 
capitalism to stabilize itself, 
thi s is a pill f it only fo r a 
ho^se. Where is the human 
who can swallow i t ?”

Whereupon, in succeeding 
paragraphs, G o l d  himself 
avidly downs, without so 
much as a belch, the “ p ill fit. 
only fo r a horse.”

tiations, should call an immediate 
united action conference of every 
CIO union as the firs t step in the 
organization of a broad united 
fron t of organized labor.

An effective program in the in
terests of the worker-soldiers and 
ex-servicemen should be formula
ted immediately, and labor should 
be mobilized in force to press fo r 
this program. The demands should 
include: 1. democratic rights fo r 
the soldier ranks, including the 
right to elect committees of their 
own representatives to defend 
their rights and present their 
grievances; 2. m ilita ry train ing 
and officers train ing fo r workers, 
financed by the government, un
der trade union control; 3. fu ll po
litical and voting rights fo r all 
members of the armed forces; 4. 
adequate muster-out pay to tide 
discharged veterans over any per
iod of unemployment; 5. provi
sions fo r jobs and real security 
wages, under union conditions.

Above all, this program must 
be implemented by effective po
litica l action. An end must be 
made at once to company union
ism in politics. Labor must break 
once and for all with the political 
machines of Big Business. The 
workers must begin to build now 
a party of their own, a mighty 
independent labor party, free of 
capitalist ta int or control. That is 
the way labor can make its voice 
count in the a ffa irs of this na
tion. That is the way the workers 
w ill be able to halt the anti-labor 
offensive of government and Big 
Business.

(The following article was w rit
ten by Comrade Morrow, editor 
of Fourth International, shortly 
before he went to Minnesota to 
serve his prison sentence.)

ON GUARD!
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscions 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tr^ d e  u n ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n io n s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

S. F u ll  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro 
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’  c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig 
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T rade  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G overn 
m en t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  th e  S ov ie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Rising W a g e  Scale
Last week, after a run-around that extended over 

a period of eighteen months, the railroad workers 
finally gained a wage increase of from 9 to I I  
cents an hour. These modest increases were won 
only after a year-and-a-half of negotiations, pro
longed hearings before various mediation boards, 
awards made and broken, and finally, a strike 
threat that precipitated a major labor crisis. 
Simultaneous with the termination of the 
rail wage dispute, the steel workers’ demand for a 
17 cents an hour increase, was moving through the 
same labyrinth when the Unilcd States Steel Cor
poration asked that the wage demands of the United 
Steel Workers o f America be certified to the War 
Labor Board.

Speaking for U. S. Steel, John A. Stephens, vice- 
president in charge of industrial relations, said that 
the wage demands of the steel workers were “ of 
such a nature as not to permit solution in collec
tive bargaining.” The steel tycoons passed the ball 
to Roosevelt’s War Labor Board, that graveyard 
of grievances which Philip Murray has accused 
of having already prejudged the steel workers’ case. 
A t the same time, the International Ladies Gar
ment Workers Union announced that wage negotia
tions had broken down after a five weeks conference 
with the employers. Julius Hochman, union spokes
man, complained: "1 am compelled to conclude, 
following very frequent meetings with the employ
ers, that some of their representatives are taking 
advantage of labor’s no-strike pledge to prolong 
negotiations.”  1 Iochman then proceeded to call in 
those past masters of the art of "prolonging nego
tiations,”  the government mediators.

These developments, together with the impend
ing wage negotiations of a large section of the CIO, 
foreshadow the beginning of a n'ew labor crisis. 
In order to win even a part of their wage demands, 
these unions must crash through the L ittle  Steel 
formula. The experience of the past period has 
shown what a tremendous expenditure of energy 
is required from one union after another in the 
struggle to gain a few cents an hour increase. The 
coal miners went through four strikes to win a 
modest wage increase. A fter IS months the railway 
workers had to set a strike date before they were 
able to gain an equally meagre wage increase.

The workers have seen that even when these 
struggles succeed in gaining a few cents per hour, 
the rising cost of liv ing quickly wipes out such 
gains and the bitter struggle has to be fought all 
over again. The more advanced sections of the la

bor movement are seeking a way out of this pre
dicament. The United Automobile Workers Union 
(CIO) is demanding the inclusion in its contract 
of an escalator clause— a rising scale of wages to 
meet the rising cost of living. The International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union (A FL) is also de
manding "an anti-inflation clause based on the 'es
calator’ principle fixing a relationship between 
wages and liv ing costs.”  The escalator clause is 
becoming recognized as the only realistic solution 
to the problem of adjusting wages in the race to 
keep up with the rising cost of living.

W ith Roosevelt and his henchmen on the War 
Labor Board still holding the wage freezing line 
against the workers, it would be fatal to continue 
the policy of pitting one union at a time against 
the powerful government apparatus functioning as 
the executive committee of the bosses. Only the 
united effort of the entire labor movement w ill be 
able to secure an' effective wage policy. It is im 
perative that a conference be called o f all unions, 
regardless of affiliation, to initiate a nation-wide 
drive by organized labor to end wage freezing by 
uniting in common struggle for a realistic wage 
policy— the escalator clause— a rising scale of wages 
to meet the rising cost of living.

A llie s  A n d  France
The reasons given by the Anglo-American au

thorities for their refusal to provide arms to the 
French anti-Nazi underground movement provide 
a fresh demonstration of the anti-democratic char
acter of the Roosevelt-Churchill war aims.

These reasons are openly expressed in a special 
Washington dispatch on Jan. 21 to the N. Y. Times, 
which admits that not merely "technical d ifficu l
ties”  but “ political difficulties”  stand in the way.

"One is the fear of violent revolution which ap
pears to haunt the molders of foreign and m ili
tary policy in Washington and London, in the spe
cial case of France; another is a natural legacy of 
the Vichy policy.”

The dispatch goes on to reveal: “ To some Vichy- 
ites who, while appearing to collaborate with the 
Nazis, also served the purposes of our liaison-with- 
Vichy policy, the United Stales and British Gov
ernments seem to feel a certain obligation that an 
armed French underground might not share."

In short, Roosevelt and Churchill fear to arm 
the anti-fascist masses of France who would turn 
their guns first of all against the Vichyite indus
trial and financial collaborators with Hitler. In
stead, these "democrats”  intend to defend and pro
tect the Vichyites —  that is, the ruling capitalists 
in France and their political agents —  and to try  
to keep them in power after H itle r’s defeat.

Anglo-American imperialism would a thousand 
times over rather see the maintenance of reaction
ary dictatorships in France and throughout the 
world than to see the insurgent workers and peas
ants armed to overthrow their fascist oppressors. 
For the armed masses w ill not stop at a mere re
storation of their political and democratic rights, 
but will fight on for fu ll social and economic eman
cipation. They w ill threaten the property rights of 
the capitalists— and that is what the capitalist poli
ticians, Roosevelt and Churchill, fear above all else.

Soldier V o te
For months the American people have witnessed 

the repulsive spectacle of a heated congressional 
debate on whether or not the servicemen, who are 
presumably fighting and dying for democracy all 
over the planet, were to be given the elementary 
democratic right of voting in the 1944 election. A 
so-called “ States Rights”  bill, previously adopted 
by the Senate and favorably reported out of the 
I louse Committee on Flections, represented an un
conditional surrender to the poll-tax Democrats 
of the “ solid South”  and their northern anti-labor 
colleagues. This non-voting “ voting”  b ill was so 
raw that even Secretary of War Stimson declared 
that “ few if  any members of the armed forces 
would be able to vote under the ‘States’ Rights’ 
soldier voting b ill.”

Such a roar of protest surged up from the soldier 
ranks that even the congressional "defenders of 
democracy”  could not ignore it. They found it 
politically expedient to devise a substitute measure 
which, while pretending to grant all soldiers the 
right to vote, actually protected the poll-tax sys
tem and disfranchised millions of men in the armed 
forces. By a vote of 12 to 2 the Senate Committee 
on Flections turned this trick by reporting out a 
new measure embodying the provision that: “ Elec
tion officials in the Stales would have the final say 
as to what ballots should be counted.”

This means that, although soldiers are given the 
right to cast a ballot, the decision whether or not 
their vote w ill be counted is left entirely to the 
Democratic and Republican machine-controlled 
election officials of the various states. No wonder 
poll-tax Senator Tydings of Maryland exultantly 
"expressed the view that this provision gave Stale 
and local election officials the right to decide wheth
er the ballots of service men who were not registered 
or who had not paid poll taxes, should be counted.”

This sleight-of-hand performance, this cynical 
disregard for the simplest democratic rights of the 
soldiers, is typical of both capitalist parties. The 
labor movement has the duty to demand that every 
soldier’s ballot should be counted in the elections. 
But it is not enough to Win fu ll voting rights for 
the soldiers; it is necessary to give them a parly 
and a program worth voting for. The unions must 
create an independent Labor Party with a program 
covering the needs of the service men and guaran
teeing their democratic rights. Only through such 
a m ilitant Labor Party can workers and soldiers 
together defend their interests against the poll-tax 
Bourbons and anti-labor agents of W all Street in 
control of the Democratic and Republican parties.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Reader Inspired 
By 'The Militant'
Editor:

The January 1st issue of The 
M ilitant is a real inspiration.

When the prison doors had ac
tually closed upon our leaders, i t  
seemed that I  could not overcome 
a feeling of bitterness and depres
sion. I t  was such a monstrous 
thing—this imprisoning of people 
whose only crime had been an un
relenting struggle to free mankind 
fx-om injustice, starvation, oppres
sion and war. Waves of revulsion 
and anger swept over me — re
vulsion fo r tlxe injustice and 
stupidity, anger fo r the conspiracy 
of silence in the “ free press.”

But when I received The M ili
tant fo r January 1st, w ith those 
inspiring speeches and biogra
phical sketches, a new spirit 
possessed me. The hopelessness 
was replaced by a conviction that 
so long as humanity could pro- 
duce leaders like these, humanity 
was not lost. The feeling of 
helplessness was replaced by the 
thought: “ You have been doing

your b it; how about doing your 
best ? ”

I  have taken extra copies of 
this issue to pass out to people 
of my acquaintance who are not 
revolutionary socialists. I t  seems 
to me that i f  they w ill but take 
the time to read these biogra
phical sketches, at least a spark 
of interest must be kindled in 
them. Perhaps later the spark 
w ill develop into a flame.

D. K.
Los Angeles, Cal.

Layoffs and 
the Labor Draft
Editor:

Roosevelt and Stimson are 
clamoring fo r a labor draft—to 
insure war production! Yet at my 
plant, thousands of workers are 
being laid off.

I work at Sperry-Gyroscope, 
which had 20,000 production work
ers until a few weeks ago. Now 
the number decreases by hundreds 
every week. The company states, 
in the union paper (!) that “ i t  is 
expected that voluntary termina-

tions, layoffs and the (soldier) 
d ra ft w ill continue to take their 
to ll of Sperry workers until the 
present force is reduced by about 
20%.”

I suppose the company means 
to get more pi'oduction by speed
ing up and cracking-down on the 
rest of us. Every step it  has taken 
in that dil’ection has been accepted 
and even praised by the Stalinists 
who control the union. The work
ers’ answer has been to quit, in 
large lxumbers — that’s what’s 
referred to as “ voluntary ter
minations.”

The company w ill continue with 
one-fifth less of us. What w ill 
happen to the 4000 who aren’t 
needed ? Under a draft-labor bill, 
we could be forced to take jobs 
at the lowest prevailing rate, 
regardless of our experience; to 
work under intolei'able condi
tions; and there would be no way 
out. That seems to me to be the 
real reason fo r a labor draft at 
•a time when thousands are being 
fired from their jobs.

R. J.
New York City

“ EMPIRE”  by Louis Fischer.
Duell, Sloan and Pearce, New
York. 1943. 101 pp. $1.00.
Louis Fischer was fo r many 

yeai-s one of Stalin’s public 
apologists. When he broke with 
the Stalinists at the time of the 
Hitler-Stalin pact he admitted 
that fo r several years he had 
realised the treacherous char
acter of Stalinism but had covered 
up for i t  nevertheless. His latest 
book demonstrates that he is now 
playing the same role of .apologist, 
w ith  just as much hypocrisy, for 
the British Empire.

For example, at several points 
in his book Fischer clearly reveals 
that he understands the im 
perialist character of the war. He 
states: “ Some'of the roots of this 
war grew in the rotten colonial 
soil of Asia and A frica”  and that 
“ Japanese imperialism clashed 
with (British) imperialism to 
pi-oduce this second world war.”  
A t other points however, hoping 
that his readers may have short 
memories, he pretends that: “ This 
is not a war about foreign 
geogi'aphy. . . This is a war to 
remake the world.”  This pro
cedure of skating around true 
facts at oixe point and then 
presenting falsehoods in the guise 
of generalizations at another is 
typical of the duplicity of the 
book—and of Fischer’s whole 
careeix

Fischer plainly reveals the 
character of the British imperial
ists and their determination 
never to give up India. The book 
is filled with quotations by Chur
chill of which the following is

typical: “ The loss of India would 
be final and fatal to us. I t  could 
not fa il to be part of a process 
that would reduce us to the scale 
of a minor power.”  Fischer also 
quotes the equally cynical Leopold 
Amery, now Secretary of State 
for India, who said in 1933: “ Who 
is there among us to cast the 
first stone and to say that Japan 
ought not to have acted with the 
object of creating peace and 
order in Manchuria and defend
ing herself against the continued 
aggression of vigorous Chinese 
nationalism? Our whole policy in 
India, our whole policy in Egypt 
stands condemned if  we condemn 
Japan.”

In spite of this, Fischer insists 
that the imperial government in 
London with a little  pushing from 
the liberals, can be depended upon 
to give India her freedom. Flying 
in the face of all reality, he main
tains that “ i t  would be to the best 
interests of Brita in”  to free India.

Fischer completely whitewashes 
American imperialism. To believe 
him, the U. ¡3. imperialists favor 
a “ multi - national”  form of 
colonial control, since the wealth 
and strength of American capital
ism enable i t  to exploit the 
colonial nations most profitably 
by the methods of “ dollar diplo
macy.”  Fischer calls this Wall 
Street technique of financial 
domination “ internationalism and 
the fullest development of sub
ject peoples.”

Side by side w ith these lies, 
Fischer provides some valuable 
matex-ial about India. The con
trast between the great in i

dustrial development of the Soviet 
Union after the October revolu
tion and the continued impoverish
ment of India , is pointed out 
sharply by him, together with the 
similar contrast in the cultural 
levels of the two countries.

Fischer further points out that 
the landlords in India are op
posed to Indian independence be
cause British arms are the only 
thing that prevents the Indian 
peasants from overthrowing the 
feudal property x-elations that 
prevail in Indian agi-iculture. In 
their struggle fo r independence 
the Indian masses must and w ill 
make an agx-arian revolution, 
throwing out the landlords in the 
same way that the Russian 
peasants did in 1917.

Naturally, this sycophant of 
capitalism refrains from drawing 
the conclusion that the only way 

-out fo r the Indian masses is 
through emulating the October 
revolution. But he cannot refx-ain 
from playing with this historically 
inescapable development. He hints 
at it:

“ Probably not one Russian in 
a hundred had heard of Lenin or 
Tx'otsky when the Soviet Govenx- 
ment was established. . . A leader 
has followers before his follow
er's know he is alive. He fills a 
need fo r them.”

The Indian Trotskyists at the 
head of the growing industrial 
working class arc destined to lead 
the Indian masses because they 
alone “ fill a need for them.”  the 
urgent need for correct and bold 
revolutionary leadership.

Reviewed by DAVE JEFFRIES

International Notes
The Churchill govex-nment plans 

to aid in the restoration of King 
George of Gi'eece, whose pre-war 
regime rivaled the vilest in Eu
rope fo r bloody suppression and 
brutal exploitation of the masses. 
The British Tribune, Dec. 24, 
1943, reports that “ in last week’s 
Commons debate. . . Eden held 
firm  to the old line in Gi'cek af
fairs, based on backing a discred- 
ited Monarch rather than the peo
ple.”

A delegation of anti-monarch
ist EAM (Greek National Fi'ont 
of Liberation) leader's last Aug
ust in Caii-o demanded assurance 
from the British that they would 
not pennit the King to return to 
Greece until a plebiscite had de
termined on the future constitu
tion.

The Tribune reports that “ its 
mission failed when i t  became 
known that Churchill had assured 
the King that it  was the aim of 
the British Government ‘to see 
him back on his throne’.”

Eden, before Commons, stated 
with regard to sending matei'ial 
aid to Colonel Zcrva, a notorious 
agent of King George, that “ I  am 
going to send him supplies as fa r 
as possible,”  and that other Greek 
resistance movements would get 
only “ a certain amount of help.”  
Eden represented Zerva as a “ re
publican,”  although i t  is a well- 
known fact that Zerva, in oppo
sition to all other tendencies in 
Greece, which are opposed to the

return of the Greek monarch, 
alone sent King Geox-ge a tele
gram of loyalty and recognition.

I t  is apparent that Churchill, 
far from pursuing any democratic 
aims regarding the post-war re
gimes in the now Nazi-occupied 
countries, is working over-time to 
frustrate the w ill of the masses 
and foist upon them the most dis
credited and totalitarian rulers.

❖  *  *

An estimated 1,500,000 political 
prisoners still remain in Franco’s 
Spanish dungeons and concentra
tion camps, according to inform
ation released two weeks ago in 
the Spanish News Letter, pub
lished in London.

This is added confirmation of 
the fraud Franco tried to perpe
trate a few weeks ago by his 
announcement, given widest c ir
culation and credence in the 
American capitalist press, that he 
had amnestied most of the politi
cal prisoners confined in his jails 
since the Spanish Civil-War.

The bourgeois press has been 
using Franco’s false claim in or
der to white-wash this fascist 
butcher of the Spanish workers 
and peasants as a budding “ demo
crat.”

*  *  *

A special feature article, from 
London by James B. Reston, pub
lished in the N. Y. Times Maga
zine section, Jan. 23, attempts to 
boost the British foi-ced labor sys- 
teixx as a model fo r Roosevelt’s

pi'oposed National Service Act.
In two paragraphs, however, he 

lets slip some of the truth  about 
what this system has meant to the 
British workers.

“ Tens and hundreds of thou
sands of men and women have 
been moved from their normal 
communities and their normal jobs 
and have been dumped into sec
tions of the country aixd into work 
which they knew nothing about. 
These migrant workers have often 
had to live in homes much worse 
than even the temporary struc
tures thrown up fo r our workers 
at home in America, and, in lxiany 
cases, they have been billeted 
compulsorily in homes where they 
were not wanted.

“ Whole towns in Scotland have 
been stripped of their young wo
men, who have been moved into 
England to supply the labor 
shortage in a ircraft factories, 
and the British people would be 
the last, to claim that this vast 
migration of women and men, 
with its doubling up of families 
in unnatural surroundings, has 
been accomplished without unfor
tunate moral and social effects.”

Anti-semitic attacks are on the increase. From New 
York, Boston, Baltimore and elsewhere come reports 
of beatings and knifings of Jews by Christian Front- 
ers and other hoodlums. Instead of protecting the vic
tims of these assaults, the police shield their attack
ers or remain indifferent to them. This is confirmed 
by New York City Commissioner Herland’s report 
which cites numerous cases of police fa iling  to answer 
calls for help and condemns “ police inaction and lax
ity .”

In an official survey, 407 New York policemen ad
mitted membership in the Christian Front. One o f the 
most notorious cops named Drew who was fired be
cause of his pro-fascist views and activities, was re
instated by the Police Commissioner w ith fu ll pay fo r 
time lost. A fte r a storm of public protest, Mayor La 
Guardia appointed a special “ investigation committee’* 
of two ex-judges and an ex-police commissioner which 
promptly whitewashed both Drew and his superior.

Then LaGuardia, upon whom the liberals and many 
Jews pinned their hopes, completed the whitewashing 
by clearing Drew of all charges in a personal inter
view with him over the municipal radio station.

While LaGuardia “ fights”  anti-semitism by protect
ing anti-semites, the Los Angeles labor movement has 
provided an example of working class action against 
anti-semitism which is worth more than a thousand 
appeals to capitalist politicians. When a Jew-baiting 
gang in Douglas A irc ra ft Co’s Santa Monica plant 
circulated a filth y  anti-semitic leaflet, the UAW-CIO 
local immediately set to work to stop this poisonous 
propaganda. I t  not only located the source of the 
mimeographing but also drew up and distributed 
among its members a counter petition pointing out 
the evils of racial hatred and calling fo r unity of a ll 
union members against anti-Jewish and anti-Negro 
attacks.

Not through dependence upon capitalist politicians 
and police departments honeycombed w ith  fascist- 
minded cops but only in firm  alliance w ith the labor 
movement can the Jewish and Negro minorities stop 
the spread of fascist doctrines and eliminate the 
threat of terrorist attacks against them.

Tax Bill Fails to Touch 
All-Time Record Profits

While Congress is engineering a tax b ill which w ill 
leave the corporations higher profits than ever in  
1944, the U. S. Department of Commerce reported on 
Jan. 22 that corporation profits fo r 1943, a fter taxes, 
reached an all-time record peak.

Actually reported net profits fo r 1943, which do nob 
include billions in reserve and depreciation funds, were 
$8,200,000,000. This is almost $1,000,000,000 more than 
the 1942 record rake-in, and double tha t o f 1939.

This is also double the net corporate profits of 1918, 
the last World War I  year, which evoked such post
war revulsion and scandals and led to Roosevelt’s 
pre-war promise that there would be no war m illion
aires in this war.

In addition to these admitted profits, according to 
the government report the corporations w ill have piled 
up by the end of this year a net non-taxable reserve 
of $26,000,000,000, which is expected to be boosted tq 
more than $55,000,000,000 by the end of 1945.

Total corporate profits before taxes were actually 
$22,800,000,000—four times higher than those of 1939. 
Since the corporations have been able to double the ir 
net profits, despite increased taxes, i t  means tha t the 
masses by ¡laying higher prices and providing the 
taxes to pay fo r war contracts are actually paying 
fo r all corporation taxes and providing a monumental 
p ro fit to boot.

Despite these facts, the tax b ill now before Con
gress w ill provide fo r less than a $700,000,000 in 
crease in total corporation profits taxes, since most 
of the $2,100,000,000 proposed new taxes w ill come 
from fu rther levies upon the masses.

The new tax b ill also includes amendments to the 
war contracts renegotiations law which would exempt 
some of the worst war profiteers, such as the machine 
tool industry. This would also be of benefit to the 
mine operators who cleaned up four times more net 
profits in 1943 than in 1939.

Anaconda Gets Off Easy 
In Murderous War Fraud

That Big Business can get away w ith  murder in 
their own courts is once more illustrated by the sen
tences in the Anaconda Wire and Cable Company 
war frauds and conspiracy case.

A fte r the company, a Pawtucket, R. I., subsidiary 
of the giant Anaconda Copper trust, and five of its 
officials were found gu ilty  two weeks ago by a fed
eral ju ry  of deliberately selling the Arm y defective 
war materials intended fo r combat use, the company 
was let o ff with a measly $10,000 fine while four of
ficials received ja il sentences of one year to 18 months 
and another was placed on probation.

The evidence showed that the company, previously 
convicted for similar practices in its  Marion, Ind., 
plant, had palmed o ff on the War Dept, over $1,000,- 
000 worth of improperly inspected and damaged wire 
and cable which Army officials testified seriously en
dangered the lives of troops in actual combat.

The company accepted the contract w ith  fu ll knowl
edge that it  was not equipped to produce goods up 
to Army specifications. Nevertheless, i t  worked out 
all sorts of mechanical devices and tricks fo r fooling 
the government inspectors and cleaned up tens of 
thousands in profits on the contract. The profits real
ized in the fraud fa r exceeded the fine levied.

The relatively short prison sentences, in no sense 
commensurate w ith the crime, were meted against 
supervisory employees who were the scape-goats fo r 
the owners of the corporation.

Even (he judge, who levied the small fine, admitted 
that the company was the “ chief culprit”  and that 
those sentenced to ja il were secondary individuals 
swayed by “ blind loyalty to the corporation.”

What a contrast is shown in this treatment of p ro f
iteering corporations which deliberately endanger the 
lives of thousands of soldiers and the many exploited 
workers who have been framed and jailed fo r defend
ing their liv ing standards in union struggles.

Two Methods of Fighting 
Against Anti-Semitism


