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UAW HEAD ATTACKS UNION MILITANTS
Leading Unionists Will 
Speak At Rally For 18
Baldanzi, Wolchok and De Lorenzo to Address CRDC Mass 
Meeting in Behalf of Imprisoned Trotskyists, in N. Y. C. June 8

Samuel W olchok, President o f the C IO  United Retail, Wholesale and 
D epartm ent Store Employes, George B aldanzi, Executive Vice-President o f 
the C IO  Textile  W orkers U nion, and Thom as De Lorenzo, President o f the

C IO  United Autom obile  
W orkers Brewster LocalILGWU Leaders Back Fight to Free.18

The imprisonment of IB members of the Minneapolis 
Truckdrivers’ Local 5 4 4 -0 0  and Socialist Workers Party 
leaders on December 31, 1943 is being protested by many 
prominent labor leaders, among them Julius Hochman, 
Israel Feinberg and Charles S.. Zimmerman, all of the 
ILGW U, as a grave injustice against the labor movement, 
according to the C ivil Rights Defense Committee.

The three-time refusal of the Supreme Court of the 
United States to review the Smith "Gag”  Act under which 
these 18 have been convicted on account of opinions they 
hold, leaves this act, sponsored by Congressman .Howard 
Smith who co-authored the Smith-Connally Act, untested 
for its constitutionalities.

The C ivil Rights Defense Committee, authorized rep
resentative of the 18 prisoners, is conducting a campaign 
to secure 10,000 signatures asking ireedom for those con
victed and repeal of the Smith Act. The committee's head
quarters is at 160 F ifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

[Reprinted from June 1 issue of Justice, official organ of 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union.]

General Strike In Paraguay 
Crushed By Military Terror

News of a paralyzing general ^  
strike which stopped dead the 
industry, transportation and 
public utilities systems of the 
South American republic ol 
Paraguay, has just been receiv
ed by The M ilitan t from sour
ces in Argentina. No word of 
the strike has appeared in the 
press of the United States and 
it was practically ignored by the 
capitalist and Stalinist press of 
South America.

The strike broke out on Feb.
14 and lasted until the second 
week in March when i t  was fin
ally smashed by the reactionary 
government of President Higinio 
Morinigo with the indirect aid 
of the American imperialists.

STRIKERS’ DEMANDS
Demands put forward by the 

workers were fo r wage increases 
commensurate with the rise in 
the cost of liv ing; repeal of a 
decree disbanding the trade un
ions; the right to strike; restor
ation of democratic rights, in
cluding free speech and press; re
moval of fascists from the gov
ernment administration and the 
army.

The government employed ev
ery weapon at its command in 
order to crush the strike and a 
brutal reign of terror was insti
tuted. Troops occupied all gov
ernment buildings, state and priv
ate enterprises fo r three weeks.

In Asuncion, the capital, more 
than half of the Paraguayan ar
my, some 6,000 soldiers, were em
ployed to maintain “ law and or-

(Continued on page 4)

Unionism Upheld 
By War Veterans

A«poll of World War II vet
erans, the results of which were 
published in the 'current issue 
o f Iron Age, leading trade jour
nal of the anti-labor steel ba
rons, gives the lie direct to the 
vicious propaganda of the 
Roosevelt administration, Con
gress and W all Street.

According to the published ad
missions of this foremost organ 
of the industrialists, the folldwing 
are the real sentiments of the 
returning veterans toward or
ganized labor:

90 percent actively favor unions 
as- the only means to secure job 
protection. . 1

59 percent arc in favor of the 
closed shop.

64 percent favor the retention 
of the strike weapon after the 
war, although a majority oppose 
wartime strikes.

As fo r the employers’ propa
ganda that the workers are en
joying a “ silk sh irt”  era on their 
wartime wages, Iron Age reports 
that among the interviewed 
veterans “ there was complete 
unanimity in pooh-poohing the 
concept of war workers’ swollen 
purchasing power.”

The poll is all the more signi
ficant because i t  reflects the 
views .exclusively of veterans who 
have seen actual overseas service 
during this war and are now, as 
a result of medical discharges, 
back in industry.

3 6 5 , w ill be among the 
outstanding labor and lib 
eral leaders who w ill ad
dress the coming largest 
united ra lly  yet held on 
behalf o f the 18 im pris
oned Trotskyists in  the 
Minneapolis Labor Case, 
which W arren  K . Billings  
recently called “ the same 
kind o f fram eup as was 
perpetrated by organized 
capital against Mooney 
and m yself during the 
First W o rld  W ar.”

The mass meeting, which is 
sponsored by the Civil Rights De
fense Committee, w ill be held in 
the Crystal Ballroom of the Hotel 
Diplomat, New York City on the 
evening of June 8. A record at
tendance is anticipated, reflect
ing the fast-growing nation-wide

66Kindly Words About Spain99

GEORGE NOVACK

support that is joining the CRDC’s 
campaign fo r an immediate un
conditional Presidential pardon 
fo r the 18, victims of the most 
notorious violation of labor and 
civil rights in America during 
this war.

PROMINENT SPEAKERS
Other prominent progressive 

and workingclass political party 
spokesmen who w ill participate 
as speakers in the united rally 
w ill be Roger Baldwin, Director 
of the American C ivil Liberties 
Union, leading national organiza
tion devoted to defense of civil 
rights; Daniel Bell, Associate Edi
to r of the Social Democratic Fed
eration’s New Leader; Norman 
Thomas, leader of the Socialist 
■party; and Albert Gates, Editor 
of Labor Action.

One of the main features of 
the meeting w ill be a report by 
George Novack, National Secre
tary of the CRDC, who is com
pleting a three month’s coast-to- 
coast speaking tour, addressing 
thousands of workers at CRDC 
meetings and union gatherings in 
the nation’s principal cities. No-

(Continued on page 3)

C hurch ill Assails Trotskyism, 
Exto ls S ta lin  And A ids Franco

GrahamBy Ralph
‘K ind ly words”  about the bloody- Spanish dictatorship of 

the fascist General Franco, reiteration, of the Allied intention to 
dismember Germany, and an implied promise to cover all of 
Europe with police-military dictatorships of the type already 
foreshadowed by the Badoglio government in Ita ly  —  these were 
the high points of the speech made by Prime Minister Churchill 
in the House of .Commons on May 24 in outlining the war poli- | 
cies of the British government.

I t  was not so lo.i.; ago that Churchill and his senior partner | 
I  ^ in the imperialist war —  Roose ‘

velt —  were using every trick of 
persuasive oratory to convince 
the workers in their respective

<•>-

SEE EDITORIAL 
ON PACE 6: 

‘N o-S trike  Pledge’

British Brass-Hats 
Jail Soldier for 
Trotskyist Views

Freedom of speech, which is 
one of the "Four Freedoms”  
s u p p o s e d l y  guaranteed by 
Churchill and Roosevelt, does 
not extend to soldiers in the 
British army. This was made 
abundantly clear only a few 
weeks ago when a Private Stan
ton was framed up and haled 
before a Field General Court- 
martial in a north England 
town and charged with “ action 
prejudicial to good order $nd 
m ilita ry discipline”  because he 
had expressed revolutionary so
cialist views to his comrades- 
in-arms.

Stanton was found guilty and 
Sentenced to six months’ Impri
sonment by the brass-hat tribunal 
which held, in  effect, that mere 
expression of opinion was a vio
lation of the Army Act.

The arrest knd tria l of Stanton 
who steadfastly defended his rev
olutionary socialist opinions, co
incided with the wild smear cam
paign in the capitalist press

(Continued on page 5)

True Role And “Destiny” of 
Norman Thomas And His Party

By Norman Daniels I ing the war, they placed them- J  selves at the service of the war- 
1 lie American Socialist Par- makers and became their servile 

ty, headed by Norman Thomas, | agents in the working-class 
is reenacting in this war the ranks.
performance of the European 
Social Democracy in the last. 
Prior to August 1914, the Eu
ropean Social Democracy was

The American Socialist Party 
was anti-war until Pearl Harbor, 
that is, until the U. S. entry into 
the war. Norman Thomas and

opposed to imperialist wars and . his friends were wearing proudly 
used to adopt at successive in- ”  ’ v '
ternational congresses m ilitant 
resolutions pledging unflinching 
struggle against the capitalist 
rulers and their wars of riva lry 
over world markets. But all 
these solemn pledges were in
stantly forgotten by the treach
erous Social Democratic leaders 
at the outbreak of the first 
W orld War. Instead of oppos-

their anti-war garb in peace-time 
when that was fashionable in the 
best circles; they discarded this 
garb as soon as the war drums, 
began to beat, just like the Eu
ropean Social Democrats did in 
the last war. But here the simil
a rity  ends.

TRAGEDY AND FARCE
The ¿treachery of the European

Social Democracy was a tragedy

from which the working class has 
not l-ecovered to this day. To this 
treachery 'can be traced the costly 
post-war defeats of the European 
workers, the rise of fascism and 
the outbreak Of World War II. 
But the act of the American So
cialist Party of Norman Thomas 
in giving up its opposition to the 
war was no more than a farce.

The European Social Demo
cracy commanded great mass par
ties. Everything they did or fa il
ed to do affected the lives and 
fortunes of the working class as 
a whole. What Norman Thomas 
and bis cohorts do or fa il to do 
affects merely their own reputa
tions — reputations long tarnish
ed by their entire political record.

The European Social Demo
cracy in 1914 forgot its working 
class internationalism and turned

its back on its socialist objectives. 
Norman Thomas has never real
ly  known the meaning of interna
tionalism; he never became a 
Marxian socialist.

The European Social Demo
cracy traded their socialist prin
ciples for ministerial portfolios. 
Norman Thomas is not trading 
any socialist principles. Ne never 
had any. He has never been 
more than a liberal and a pacifist.

He reveals this most glaringly 
in his recent book What is Our 
Destiny. (The Country Life Press, 
Garden City, N. Y., 1944. Price 
$2,00).

As can be gathered from the 
title , Thomas’ book falls within 
the category of sim ilar recent 
contributions by authors -who

(Continued on page 4)

countries that this was a war of 
“ ideologies,”  a war of democracy 
against fascism. But in this latest 
speech the blunt-spoken leader of 
British imperialism was unable 
to avoid exposing the predatory 
realities of the world conflict, 
declaring that “ as this war has 
progressed i t  has become less 
ideological in character. . . .  In 
one place we support a King 
(George of Greece) and in an
other a Communist (Tito of 
Jugoslavia). There is no attempt 
by us to enforce particular 
ideologies.”

WHOM HE SUPPORTS
Churchill’s support of the reac

tionary Greek monarchy, which 
the majority of the Greeks refuse 
to accept and against which 
Greek army and navy men 
mutinied only recently, is under
standable. The monarchy may 
well prove the only alternative 
to socialist revolution in Greecd 
on the morrow of the expulsion of 
the Germans from that country, 
just as the House of Savoy, to
gether with the reactionary 
cliques gathered around it, is the 
only bulwark of the social status 
quo in Italy.

But Tito ? Churchill can sup
port the Greek king and the 
“ Communist”  Tito simultaneously 
because, as he explained in his 
speech, “ Marshal Tito has largely 
sunk his communistic aspect in 
his character as a Jugoslav 
patriotic leader. He has repeatedly 
proclaimed that he has no inten
tion of reversing the property 
and social systems which prevail 
in Serbia. . . .”

DROPPING THE MASK
The type of “ ideology”  involved 

here is transparently clear. Both 
the Stalinist Tito and King 
George are defenders of capital
ist private property and enemies 
of socialist revolution. The 
butcher Franco, of course, is an 
avowed fascist, head of a fascist 
regime. But what matter? He has 
•been “ friendly”  toward the 
British imperialist cause of late 
and he upholds capitalism in 
Spain.

Churchill can proclaim tha t the 
war is now “ less ideological”  and 
can boast of his alliances w ith all

(Continued on page 2)

50,000 Northwest 
Lumbermen Strike 
For Pay Increase

SEATTLE, Wash., May 25—An 
estimated 50,000 members of the 
AFL Lumber and Sawmill Work
ers are on strike throughout this 
Northwest Pacific area in a fast- 
spreading walkout against a War 
Labor Board decision denying the 
lumber workers the much-needed 
and much - promised wage in 
creases they have been demanding 
since Pearl Harbor.

The strike began on May 19 
when 5,500 workers here and at 
Tacoma refused to report to work 
following an announcement, after 
16 months of stalling, by the 
West Coast Lumber Commission 
of the WLB that the union’s de
mand fo r a 15.cents-an-hour wage 
increase had been turned down. 
Granting of the increase would 
have brought top wages in the 
industry to only $1.05 an hour. 
Present wages fo r many workers 
are as low as 70 cents an hour 
on jobs that arc notoriously 
dangerous.

WALKOUT SPREADS
W ithin three days of the in itia l 

walkout here, the strike had 
spread to all corners of the 
Northwest lumber fields and mills 
in Oregon and Washington. Even 
the local members of the Stalin
ist-dominated CIO International 
Woodworkers are catching the 
fever. Much to the embarrass
ment. of the strike-breaking 
Stalinist top leadership, the non- 
Stalinist Portland local of 1,300 
workers has voted “ to go fishing 
and report the results back at 
their union meeting Wednesday 
night.”  This action followed a 
statement issued by the Stalinist 
international leadership on the 
previous evening that “ their men 
would not strike.”

Officials of the Northwest 
Council of Lumber and Sawmill 
Workers, who claim the strike is 
“ spontaneous”  and have given it  
no formal endorsement, have as 
yet issued no direct order fo r the 
men to return to work. John M. 
Christenson, President of the 
Northwest Council, who prior to 
the strike had declared that- “ the 
lumber workers are restless and 
i t ’s very, very likely that the men 
w ill strike or simply quit their 
jobs,”  replied to capitalist press 
qtieries about his position on the 
strike that “ some of the men went

(Continued on page 4)

R. J. Thomas Statement Gives 
Aid To Anti-Labor Offensive
Big Business Press Jubilantly Hails Blast 
Against Workers Who Fight to Defend Union

By C. Thomas
In  the m idst o f a ferocious auti-labor drive  

whipped up by Big Business, its politica l agents in  
Washington and its press, R . J. Thomas, president 
o f the United Autom obile W orkers, C IO , comes fo r 
ward to blast the m em bership o f his own union w ith  
am m unition borrowed fro m  the arsenal o f the most 
rabid enemies o f labor. In  a statement issued last 
week, Thomas unloads sole responsibility fo r  a num 
ber o f w ork stoppages that have occurred in  recent 
weeks, on those U A W  members and locals who re 
sisted the deliberate p ro -<?
vocation o f the auto ba
rons, who defended the 
union contracts and who 
fought to m aintain union  
rights and union condi
tions in  the industry. 
“ W ith in , recent weeks,”  
says Thomas, “ There  have 
been too m any wildcat 
strikes. Public opinion  
h a s  become in flam ed  
against our union. W ord
of these strikes is going to our 
millions of men in uniform. Our 
union cannot survive i f  the na
tion and our soldiers believe that- 
we are obstructing the war ef
fo rt.”

PRESS JUBILANT
The plutocratic press, whose 

particular function i t  is to in
flame “ public opinion”  against 
the unions, jub ilantly seized upon 
Thomas’ statement and featured 
i t  in their columns.

“ Thomas Says Union W ill Die 
I f  Strikes Go On: Motor Workers’ 
President Asserts Public Is In 
flamed by War-Time Walkouts,’ 
was the head carried by the na
tion ’s leading Republican news
paper, the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, 
over a story featuring the Thom
as statement. “ CIO Union Must 
End Strikes Or Die, Says Thom
as: Surprise Statement Declares 
Soldiers Believe Union Is Ob
structing War E ffo rt” , chorused 
the N. Y. Times, one of the ’most 
authoritative organs of B ig Busi
ness in the country. The Stalin
ist Daily Worker joined their 
Wall Street bedfellows in glee
fu lly  pouncing on Thomas’ state
ment to whitewash tlie ir strike

breaking role in the Montgomery 
Ward strike. “ His warning,”  
gloated the Daily Worker, “ was 
delivered at a time when certain 
liberal organs, notably PM and 
the Chicago Sun, were attacking 
Communists fo r fighting  against 
strike provocateurs.”

The Thomas “ stab-in-the-back” 
statement was released fo r public
ation just a few days after the 
International Executive Board of 
the UAW by unanimous action, 
had removed the officers of Local 
490 and established a receiver
ship over the local, fo r participat
ing in an “ unauthorized”  strike 
against the Chrysler Corporation, 
As The M ilitant has repeatedly 
pointed out: although the execu
tive board is split up into cliques 
(Thomas - Reuther - Addes - 

r-Ftankensteen, etc.) engaged in 
an unprincipled scramble for pow
er, when i t  comes to a question 
involving a fundamental issue, all 
clique distinctions evaporate as 
the bureaucrats unite — against 
tile rank and file.

In the past few months con
ditions in the industry have gone 
from bad to worse. The corpora
tions have consistently ignored 
the union grievance machinery, 
violated the union contracts, vic
timized thô se m ilitant stewards 
and committeemen who fought for 
the rights of the membership and 
otherwise engaged in a planned 
campaign of provocation designed 
to undermine the authority of the 
union and weaken its position in 
the industry.

The UAW executive board rec
ognized this condition in a reso
lution which it  adopted three 
months ago wherein i t  was stated 
that an increasing number of cor
porations “ have deliberately pur
sued a course intended to deny 
them (the union membership)

(Continued on page 2)

R O O S E V E L T ’ S D R IVE  
FOR FORCED LA B O R

By R. Bell
The campaign for labor con

scription, bailyhooed by the 
plutocratic press and spearhead
ed by the brass hats, has been 
kept alive by the forced labor 
advocates since Roosevelt first 
proposed such legislation in his 
annual message to Congress. 
One of the firs t acts of the re
cently appointed Secretary of 
the Navy, James V. Forrestal, 
was to appear before the Senate 
M ilita ry A ffa irs  Committee, to 
urge the adoption of the Brewster- 
Bailey “ Work-or-Fight”  b ijl. The 
bill, a bi-partisan measure, 
sponsored by the poll-tax Demo
crat, Senator Josiah W. Bailey of 
North Carolina and the Repub
lican Senator, Owen Brewster of 
Maine, has been introduced as a 
“ modified version”  of the “ more 
drastic”  Austin-Wadswortb Na
tional Service Act. I t  provides:

THE PROVISIONS
(1) That Selective Service 

shall have the power to assign 
workers to any job they see fit, 
to sh ift workers from one job to 
another or from one locality to 
another. Any worker, between 
the ages of 18 and 45 who fails 
to obey the draft hoard’s order is 
subject to induction into'the army 
and assignment to a special labor 
battalion. A fte r being placed in 
army uniform, the worker can

then be ordered to work at army 
pay, wherever the army directs 
under penalty of a m ilita ry court 
martial.

(2) That a worker employed 
in a so-called “ essential”  industry 
plant who leaves his job without 
first, getting permission of the 
dra ft board is subject to induc
tion into an army labor battalion 
to be sent back to work at army 
pay.

This “ modified”  version of 
Roosevelt’s labor d ra ft proposal 
is comparable to the methods 
used by H itler to enslave the Ger
man workers. So flagrant are the 
union busting provisions of the 
“ Work-or-Fight”  b ill that the 
habitually • submissive heads of 
the AFL, CIO and Railroad 
Brotherhood were moved to 
protest its enactment. The heads 
of the CIO and AFL reiterated 
their contention that such legisla
tion wasn’t  “ wise or necessary.”  
Martin H. M iller, legislative 
representative of the Railroad 
Brotherhood, expressed a more 
vigorous verbal opposition when 
he said: “ The great m ajority of 
the people when they understand, 
oppose and resent conscription of 
civilians who would he driven like 
cattle, to the private profit
making industries of the nation.”

So great is the opposition of 
large sections of the population 
to slave labor that the sponsors

(Continued on page 5)
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TRADE 
NOTES

By Joseph Keller
The CIO officialdom is com

plaining bitterly against one of 
Roosevelt’s pet agencies, the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
This body has been putting into 
effect one arbitrary decree after 
another nullifying the protective 
clauses of the Wagner labor re
lations act.

Chief target fo r the CIO lead
ers is the proposed NLRB rule 
permitting employers to question 
a union’s m ajority collective 
bargaining rights in a dispute be
fore the War Labor Board or 
other government agencies. This 
was the stratagem used so ef
fectively by Sewell Avery in re
fusing to extend the contract of 
the Chicago Montgomery Ward 
workers.

Philip Murray testified before 
the NLRB that this NLRB pro
posal, as the CIO News puts it, 
is “ an appeasement outgrowth of 
the Montgomery A \’ard situa
tion.”  Thus, a Roosevelt agency 
has become the direct instrument 
fo r putting into general effect 
a policy which Avery and the 
openshoppers have been demand
ing.

The CIO accuses the NLRB of 
nothing less than “ subverting 
the fundamental principles o f the 
National Labor Relations Act,” 
and of following practices that 
“ actually deprive the workers of 
the fundamental rights which the 
act was intended to guarantee.”

The irony of the whole busi
ness is that the CIO officialdom 
has opened fire in particular 
against .NLRB member Gerard 
Reilly, another New Deal “ friend 
o f labor”  who has panned out 
like a ll the others • of his breed. 
Reilly was put on the NLRB 
back in 1941 at the direct in
sistence of the CIO.

But Murray and his lieutenants 
do rtot draw the conclusion that 
is again made obvioiis by this 
latest “ double-cross.”  They only 
try  to cover up for'Roosevelt, put 
the blame for his policies on his 
underlings, and do all- in their 
power to falsely represent the 
Capitalist government agencies as 
instruments which the workers 
can depend upon to protect their 
interests.

■ * * *
What local unions everywhere 

are being confronted w ith by the 
arrogant employers is illustrated 
by the situation in Cramp Ship
yards, Philadelphia, where Local 
42 of the CIO Marine and Ship
building Workers has been wag
ing a running battle fo r the past 
year against company provoca
tions.

Two strikes last year were 
broken by the combined action of 
tlie international union officials 
and the government, w ith the 
WLB invoking penalties against 
the workers. Now the company 
is intensifying its union-busting 
policies, recently firing  the un
ion’s treasurer and a leading shop 
steward hecause they protested 
one of the company’s hazardous 
job practices.

The Local 42 News sums up 
the company’s "“ disciplinary”  pol
icy as one of “ fire ’em firs t, arbi
trate later.”  This is the pol

icy that most of the corporations 
have adopted since the union 
leaders gave away the right to 
strike. The bosses fire the best 
militants in the union, and then 
laugh at the union grievance 
committees when they “ arbitrate 
later.”

* * *
The Stalinist Daily Worker, 

May 23; came to the defense of 
Harry Bridges, tile  “ Communist 
Political Association’s”  stooge 
head of the CIO Longeshoremen, 
against alleged “ misrepresenta
tions”  about him in the March 18 
Business Week, one of the Wall 
Street house-organs-

The Daily Worker’s sole com
plaint is that “ the resignation- 
early this year of Philip M. Con
nelly (Stalin ist) as California 
state CIO director, and election 
by the state executive board of 
J. G. Thimmes (non-Stalinist). . . 
was blown up into a defeat for 
what ‘Business Week’ called ‘ the 
Harry Bridges machine’.”

We are s till waiting to hear 
what the Stalinists have to say 
about the real substance of the 
Business Week article, which 
pointed out to the employers, 
that there is “ a new amenability 
in union leadership”  and “ a more 
conciliatory attitude toward bus
iness”  among the CIO unions con
trolled by the Stalinists. The ar
ticle further states: “ Since Rus
sia’s involvement in the war, the 
leadership in these unions has 
moved from the extreme le ft- 
wing to the extreme right-wing 
position in the American labor 
movement.”

I t  then points out that the 
Stalinists have been the best 
strikebreakers, the only advocates 
of the speed-up incentive pay 
plan, “ the last to call fo r smash 
ing the L ittle  Steel formula...and 
the only unions which support the 
President’s call fo r a national 
service act.”

Business Week then passes on 
a “ further hard-boiled tip ”  that 
in those plants where workers 
are “ proving fractious,”  that is 
fighting fo r their rights, a word 
from the bosses to the Stalinist 
union leaders “ w ill bring all the 
organizational disciplinary appar
atus to focus on the heads of the 
unruly local leaders.”

The reference to Bridges, on 
which the Stalinists now under
standably center all their ire, 
reads: “ As the Thimmes victory 
in California ¡suggests, a rank 
and file which has been fed raw 
meat w ill get restive on a diet of 
corn flakes. A dent could not be 
made in Bridges’ union standing 
as long as he was the m ilitant 
leader his followers loved to call 
‘E llfire A rry .’ But when he and 
his associates urge soft-pedaling 
of grievances, support fo r nation
al service, and harder work, his 
position of leadership is threat
ened.”

Bridges and the Daily Worker 
w ill have a hard time making 
out a “ slander”  against Business 
Week for what i t  really said. And 
they are giving a poor show of 
gratitude fo r what this Big Bus
iness mouthpiece intended only as 
compliment and praise.

SWP Branches Top 3,000 Quota 
In 'M ilitant' Subscription Drive

In eight weeks our goal of 3,000 NEW readers to The M ilitant 
has been achieved. In only eight weeks eleven branches have already 
gone over 100 percent. This is a record of which every single branch 
member who participated in getting subscriptions can be proud.

There are still five weeks before the official termination of the 
M ilitant Subscription Campaign. Judging from the enthusiastic tone 
Of each letter, the promise of “ more-subs-to-folTow”  that accom
panies each batch sent in, we feel confident that not only w ill we 
obtain several thousand more NEW readers before the campaign 
ends, but that every single branch w ill fin ish w ith  at least 100 per
cent of its quota:
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE WEEK

Buffalo continues to hold firs t place 
on the scoreboard with 396 percent.

St. Louis jumped from  zero to 40 
percent.

New York Local, Detroit, Newark 
and Los Angeles locals sent in the 
most subs this week, in the respec
tive order.
FROM OUR M A IL  BAG 

Detroit: “ Some of the teams are 
going out this Sunday in fu ll force.
So by Monday I  hope to have an ad
ditional 100 subs to send you. S. artd 
G. sure are doing fine work irt this 
sub drive. G. has 83, S. 60. They are 
setting a fine example to new people 
coming in." ■»

.San Francisco: “ We went over the 
top in the sub drive yesterday, bring
ing our score up to 170 subs. The 
record of the PdVty exceeds every
one’s expectations. We turn to the 
scoreboard the f irs t  thing when a new 
copy of the paper arrives. New York’s 
record is the most amazing. Not too 
long ago, 1940 I  think, 100 subs was 
a very high number. Now the c ity  is 
moving toward the 1000 mark.”

Bayonne: “ Please mail immediate
ly  100 sub cards.”

Toledo: “ We are going to continue 
our house-to-house sub campaign and 
hope to fa r sur
pass our quota.
Tell Reading and 
Philadelphia that 
Toledo has just 
begun to figh t.”

Newark: “ Hav
ing reached 250 
percent the sky is 
now the lim it. We 
have already re
ceived favorable 
comment f r o m  
shop workers who 
bought subs on 
several u n i o n  
stories in the paper. We are now making plans to coordinate the 
sub campaign with contact work and have adopted a slogan, ‘Sow 
Subs in the Spring; Reap Recruits in the Fall.’ ”

Minneapolis: “ The enthusiasm amongst the comrades is very 
great. Several of them have been going into a working-class neigh
borhood, where we had distributed The M ilitan t before, and are able 
to get as high as four and five subs in one evening. Please send us 
50 more cards.”

Los Angeles: “ Please send us another 200 sub cards as we now 
intend to go to work on them. You can rest assured that Los Angeles 
w ill come out near the top of the scoreboard. We are going to start 
o ff on a real drive with mobilizations fo r the next few Sundays in 
a neighborhood that has already been covered w ith The M ilitant.”

Chicago: “ W ill you please furnish us each week fo r the remain
der of the sub drive w ith  the tota l number of subs currently ob
tained by the West Side Branch (New York Local) and the Minnea
polis Branch so that we may know how we stand in the competition 
with those branches.”

Brooklyn Branch (New York Local): “ We have gone over our 
quota by 242 percent. This door-to-dOor work has given our branch 
more sp irit and enthusiasm than we ever had before. We have 
sold subs to workers in a ircraft, shipyards, steel and the garment in
dustry. Over 150 were sold in one housing project. . . The Brooklyn 
membership is confident that we w ill go over the 400 percent mark 
by June 30.*’

* * *
W ith this kind of determination and enthusiasm we can’t  fa il in 

our objective — every branch at least 100 percent by June 30!

SCOREBOARD
Quota Subs Percent

Buffalo ________________ ____- 50 i98 396
Newark .......... ... _____  .... 80 200 250
Toledb .. -......-................................. 30 65 216
New York _______ __________— 500 1027 205
Reading ...... ... ......... ......... ...... . 30 58 193
Philadelphia ....... ............... ......... 30 50 166
Allentown ---- ------------------------- - 15 22 146
Boston ...........-......— ---- ------------- 100 128 128
Detroit ----- ----------------------------- 3ÖÖ 383 127
San Francisco — ---------------------- 150 170 113
Seattle .—-------------------------------- 150 169 112
St. Paul -------- ------------------------- 50 40 80
Youngstown _______ ________ __ 50 37 74
Milwaukee _____ _____________ 15 9 60
Los Angeles ...............................__ 400 210 54
Minneapolis ----------------- ----------_ 200 105 52
Chicago ---------------------------------- 200 100 50
Bayonne ...................... .................. 50 23 46
Akron ................... ........ ............. 40 18 45
Cleveland ___________________ 50 22 44
New Haven .............. ......... ......... 25 10 40
St. Lou is___________ ______ __ 20 8 40
San Diego .................................. . 50 is- 36
F lin t ........... ................................... 15 3 20
Qudkertown ________________ 10 2 20
Memhers-at-Large, Friends ....... 355 08 19
Pittsburgh’ ................. 10 0 0
Rochester ...................................... . 15 0 0
Texas ............................................. 10 0 v 0

TOTAL _________ ... 3,000 3,149 104

R. J. Thomas Statement Gives 
Aid To Anti-Labor Offensive

(Continued from page 1)

The following letter from one 
of our Detroit agents contains 
so many good suggestions and in 
teresting comments that we pass 
it  along for the information of 
all our readers:

“ I  am dropping you a line 
about The M ilitant to let you 
know what some of the people 
th ink of the paper and where I  
th ink improvements can be made 
in line w ith the conversations I  
have had with new subscribers. 
The reaction of many who have 
received the paper is excellent. 
They like i t  and some have asked 
for sub cards so they can get 
their friends to subscribe.

“ The make-up of the front and 
back page goes over good: Read
ers should send in articles about 
their plants. There was very 
good reaction to the one on Mo
tor Products. Workers in  the 
plant mentioned i t  and the pres
ident of the local asked for a 
copy and he showed i t  to mem
bers of the committee.

“ The Workers’ Forum must be 
continued as it  gives life  to the 
paper . . . The ‘M ilitant Army’ is 
swell. Small cartoons, pictures , 
of Lewis, Thomas, Roosevelt, in 
big articles w ill help to break 
the material up. Many workers 
are tired and when they see a I 
long article that, on the surface, ] 
doesn’t  catch their eye, they 
shun it.”

*  *  *

San Francisco is accomplishing 
a two-fold task through their ef
forts to obtain 3-month tr ia l sub

scriptions in The MiliitaHt Sub
scription Campaign:

“ For the past two weeks we 
have been covering a Negro war 
housing project and w ith very 
good results. The Stalinists got 
there before we did and all of 
us are deriving excellent experi
ence in  conjunction w ith our sub
getting, explaining to the people 
the difference between their l i t 
erature and ours. Needless to 
say, we have been selling the 
pamphlet “ The Struggle for Ne
gro Equality” along w ith the 
subs and in  some places i t  is be
ing read along w ith Browder’s, 
“ Victory and After.”  Of course, 
this means that we have to dev
ote quite a b it of time to each 
potential subscriber, but we feel 
that i t  is indeed worth the effort 
i f  we can clarify the issues and 
counteract the Stalinist influence 
in  the project.”

* * ■*
In San Pedro a longshoreman, 

upon being approached for a sub
scription, said: “ Sure I ’l l  sub
scribe to your paper. I  belong to 
the CIO and had a subscription 
to the ‘Peoples World’ (Stalinist 
West Coast paper) but now I tell 
the mailman he can put i t  in the 
fireplace instead of the mailbox... 
Before the war they were like this 
—now they are like that. I t ’s not 
for me . . .  I  work with a bunch 
of fellows and we have lots of 
political discussions. I  brought 
your paper down there and some 
of them said ‘Trotsky -paper, no 
good,’ but I  read it  and I  like it.”

their rights under their con
tracts.”  From this premise, the 
board then proceeded to arrive at 
the singular conclusion that dras
tic penalties Would be imposed on 
those members and locals that ac
tively resisted corporation pro
vocation! This action so encour
aged the corporations in their 
flagrant disregard of the union 
contracts that a wave of resist
ance developed among militant 
sections of the UAW. A number 
of powerful locals; numbering 
among them Briggs Local 212 
Chrysler Local 7, A irc ra ft Unit 
Ford Local 600, F lin t Chevrolet 
Local and others, adopted resolu
tions which were submitted to the 
executive board, demanding a spe
cial convention to rescind the no
strike pledge, which is the king 
pin in the entire machinery that 
keeps labor shackled. What wat 
thè UAW officialdom’s answer?

This demand fo r a democratic 
solution to the most burning prob
lem confronting thè union was 
met by the board w ith hostility, 
threats and punitive action 
against m ilitants who incurred 
the displeasure of the corpora
tions, culminating in the recent 
removal of the elected officers 
Of Chrysler Local 490, the ap
pointment of a dictator-receiver 
over the local and the open strike
breaking declaration of Thoifias 
and Addes urging the auto work
ers to crash any picket line be
cause: “ There can be no such 
thing today as legitimate picket 
lilies.”  The bureaucratic action of 
the executive board, supplement
ed by the Thomas statement, have 
demonstrated that the top leaders 
of the UAW arc determined to 
combine in crushing any resist-

A N  O P IN IO N  O N  R. J. T H O M A S
(Reprinted from the A pril 27..issue of The Searchlight, official 

publication of Chevrolet Local 659, (JAW-CIO, F lin t, Mich.)

By this time practically everyone knows who mairzy doats 
and doezy doats are, but what a lot o f good union members 
want to know is, who R. J. Thomas thinks he is. Thomas acts 
like a man who feels that he almost got run over by the war 
chariot and is now carefully looking over both sides of the labor- 
management street to see which is the safest side. Half his time 
is spent stuffed away in that magnificent office o f his muttering 
and moaning about the vicious and relentless assaults against 
labor by big business. The other half of his time is spent dash
ing madly around thè country^
rubbing salt into the wounds 
which labor has received from 
these assaults.

Could his trouble be that he 
has spent so much time w ith man
agement that he has been half 
way converted to their way of 
thought? Or is i t  simply that it  
is so long since he has worked in 
the shops that he has lost contact 
w ith actual conditions? Whatever 
his troubles are, they could be 
cured by a union convention.

How in the world is i t  possible 
to -believe that big business w ill 
call o ff its all-out assault 
against labor i f  only the unions 
w ill adopt a boot-licking appease
ment labor policy? I t  is about 
time that somebody told Thomas 
to get in there and get to pitch
ing fo r the union or else go on 
over and join the other gang and 
be dónè with it.

For a man that is drawing a 
salary from the union fo r doing 
union work, Thomasis perform-

ing some áets that look mighty 
queer to some of us. In fact every 
time he draws his salary there are 
those who think that he is com
ing dangerously close to obtain
ing money under false pretenses. 
Thomas draws a nice fa t salary 
from the union and i t  is about 
time that he stopped worrying 
about the companies’ problems 
and started to devote himself to 
union problems. I f  he wants to 
keep his belly pressed up to the 
union pie counter he had better 
get down to business.

The recent rumpus at the River 
Rouge Plant at Dearborn is a 
glaring example of the “ Thomas 
Technique.”  Henry Ford’s social 
and economic record was so black 
and reactionary that i t 4even won 
the admiration of the world’s top 
Fascist. Adolph H itle r was sc 
pleased w ith the words and deeds 
of Henry Ford that he sent him 
the highest decoration of the Nazi 
State. Is i t  any wonder that trou
ble broke out in  a plant run by

such a man! Union members who 
fe lt that they could take no more 
of Ford’s Gestapo terrorism fin 
ally struck back w ith the only 
weapons that they had at their 
disposal. Then i t  was that Thomas 
roused himself out of his semi
coma long enough to dash down 
and get tough—with the men, not 
with the Ford Motor Co. I t  made 
a very pretty sight to see Ford 
and Thomas standing there cheek 
by jowl as completely united on 
this phase of union policy as ever 
two kindred souls could be.

Let one thing be made clear— 
real grievances cannot be smoth
ered to death even by the com
bined strength of the world’s 
richest man and the president of 
the world’s largest union.

Grievances are like eggs, they 
must be taken care of promptly 
or else they eventually begin to 
smell. By now a lot of people are 
beginning to think that they do 
smell something.

A Correction

In a biographical sketch of 
W illiam Haywood, published in 
the May 27 issue of The Militant, 
i t  is incorrectly stated that Hay
wood had “ worked m ilitantly”  
w ithin the AFL until 1904. There 
wafe never any official connection 
between Haywood and the Amer
ican Federation of Labor.

C hurch ill’s ‘K in d ly  
Words’ F o r Franco

(Continued from page 1)

ance to the fa ta l policy of capi
tulation and surrender to the la
bor-hating corporations while r id 
ing roughshod over the democra
tic rights of the membership.

THOMAS’ POLICY
The treacherous statement by 

Judas Thomas and the executive 
board’s onslaught on the workers 
rights combs at a time when 
uniorts throughout the country 
are being forced to resort to la
bor’s most effective weapon, the 
strike, to d e f e n d  themselves 

- ag’riihSt the uni'dfi-bustifig offen
sive of the bosses.

Committed to the support oi 
the Roosevelt administration and 
to policies that have rendered 
the unions impotent to cope with 
the persistent assault of the mo
ney-bags, the top bureaucrats 
have turned like ravenous wolves 
on those local officials and mem
bers who refuse to follow the poli
cy of “ playing dead”  while the 
corporations trample their unions 
into pu'p. “ I know that govern
ment agencies are too slow,”  says 
Thomas, “ and that management 
in many cases is try ing  to pro
voke strikes, or at least to take 
advantage of the nO-strike pledge 
to weaken our union.”  The auto 
workers w ill be glad to learn that 
Thomas “ knows”  what the cor
porations are up to. What is of 
greater interest is what he and 
his executive board intend to dc 
about it !

UNLOADING THÉ BLÂMÉ
As justification fo r the policy 

of unconditional surrender to the 
corporations, Thomas goes on tc 
say: “ This war must be won. If  
management w ill not sincerely 
Work toward that end, then labor 
must do so. We may have to take 
it  on the chin here and there for 
a time. . .”  He then concludes 
his statement w ith the warning 
that i f  the UAW doesn’t  “ re
strain”  itself, “ there w ill be no 
union after the war.”

A fte r unloading the blame for 
strikes and work stoppages on the 
unions, Thomas proceeds to bur
den labor with the sole responsi
b ility  fo r “ winning the war.”  La
bor has nothing to say about the 
conduct of the war; i t  has noth
ing to say about the political poli
cies, foreign or domestic, which 
determine the course of the war; 
it  has nothing to say about the 
“ war aims”  of a government 
which functions as the executive 
committee of “ management” ; and 
under the policy of Thomas and 
Co., is reduced to “ taking i t  on 
the chin.”

ANTI-UNION DRIVE
The essence of the matter is 

that the “ management”  isn’t 
waiting until “ after the war”  but 
is engaged RIGHT NOW in an 
unremitting campaign to destroy 
the organizations and institutions 
of labor. As fardas the corpora
tions are concerned the “ main 
enemy”  are the workers in "then 
own country. And i t  is precisely 
the pretext of the “ war emerg
ency”  that “ management”  is u til
izing in its war against tin* 
unions. The best assurance that 
any corporation can have that 
“ thëre w ill be no union after the 
war,”  is contained in the disas
trous policies a d v o c a t e d  by 
Thomas and the International Ex
ecutive Board of the UAW. And 
the returning soldiers, w ill hard-

the reactionary elements of 
Europe, because now he feels 
sufficiently confident to drop the 
false mask o f “ democracy”  and 
openly avow the reactionary 
character of the war!

He took occasion to gloat in 
ghoulish fashion over a ll the 
reactionary, retrogressive develop
ments in the Soviet Union undei- 
the rotten rule of the Stalin 
regime, about which he also had 
“ kindly words”  to say. “ Profound 
changes have taken place in 
Soviet Russia,”  he declared. “ The 
Trotskyite form of communism 
has been completely wiped out. 
The victories of the Russian 
armies have been attended by a 
great rise in strength of the Rus
sian state and a remarkable 
broadening o f . its views. The 
religious side of Russian life  has 
had a wonderful rebirth. The 
discipline ahd m ilita ry etiquette 
of the Russian armies are unsur
passed. There is a new national 
anthem. . . . These are marked 
departures f r o m  conceptions 
which were held some years ago.”

Churchill, in particular, can 
feel gratified at the degeneration 
of the Soviet state under the 
reactionary rule 'of Stalin and 
the bureaucracy. I t  was not so 
many years ago that he was lead
ing the British imperialist’attack 
against the Sovief Union. He 
(hen demanded’ that Trotsky be 
placed before a firing squad. 
Those were the days, too, when 
he was an ardent admirer of Mus
solini, whom he regarded as 
having saved Europe from 
Bolshevism.

STALIN’S ROLE
Stalin is today one of the de

fenders of European capitalism 
against the perils of revolution 
which would also undermine and 
destroy the reactionary Stalinist 
ruling caste in the Soviet Union. 
That is why Churchill, the Tory 
chief, can now shake hands w ith 
the bloody renegade chief of the 
Soviet state.

MoSt people thought the A t
lantic Charter had been forgotten. 
But i t  bobbed up again, rather un
expectedly, in Churchill’s speech. 
“ The Atlantic Charter in no. way 
binds us about the future of Ger
many . . . There is no question of 
Germany enjoying any guarantee 
of any kind that she w ill not un
dergo territo ria l changes if  i t  
should seem that the making of 
such changes would render more 
secure and more lasting the peace 
of Europe.”

EMBRACING FRANCO
Nothing could be better calcu

lated to keep the German masses 
subservient to the Nazi regime 
than this open threat to impose 
a new and worse Versailles and 
dismember Germany as part of 
the overall plan to Balkanize Eu
rope. There was a time when 
the Anglo-American imperialists 
sought to persuade the German 
people that Allied victory would 
mean their liberation. This pret
ense has now been abandoned and 
the Germans are promised only 
awfUl retribution and a new form 
of enslavement under alien imper
ia lis t rule.

Churchill devoted quite a b it 
of his speech to Spain. “ I am 
here today,”  he said, “ to speak 
kindly words about Spain.”  Why? 
Because, as he explained, the 
butcher Franco had refrained 
from joining in the war on the 
Side of the Axis, had turtled a 
blind eye to Allied m ilita ry pre
parations for the invasion of 
North Africa which had taken 
place in fu ll viéw of Spanish ter
ritory, etc. etc:

That Spain is governed by a 
fascist regime is no concern of 
the “ democrat” Churchill: “ We 
do not include in our program 
of world renovation any forcible 
action against any government 
whose internal form of adminis
tration does not come up to our 
ideas, and any remarks I  have 
made on that subject refer only 
to enemy powers and their sat
ellites who w ill be struck down 
by force of arms . . . There is a 
clear line of distinction between 
nations wrho go to war w ith you 
and nations who leave you alone.”

Here in the plainest of plain 
language Churchill has told the 
world that the war is jnot a war 
for democracy at all. The vilest 
of fascist regimes are acceptable 
to these “ democrats,”  provided 
only that they do not actively 
join the war camp of the Axis.

THEIR PREFERENCES
As a matter of fact, Churchill 

prefers regimes of the fascist type 
in Europe, because these are more 
effective in  keeping the masses 
down. The regimes of capitalist 
“ democracy”  have had their day 
and would prove completely im
potent to stem the coming tide 
of the European revolution.

The bloody regime of Franco 
exists over a social volcano that 
is always threatening to erupt.

ly thank Thomas and Co. fo r be
traying the cause of labor and 
their interests as workers while 
they were away!

In urging the Chrysler workers 
to end the strike which was call
ed in protest against the unwar
ranted discharge of 16 members 
of Local 490 and the despotic re
moval of their elected officials 
William Jenkins, president of the 
local who was ousted along with 
14 other officers by the executive 
board, indicated the correct line 
of action to be followed. Jenkins 
declared that the local was car
rying its figh t to the convention 
of the UAW irt September “ where 
every e ffort would be made to 
revoke the no-strike pledge,”  and 
to compel the restoration of that 
fu ’l  measure of internal union 
democracy fo r which the UAW 
has provided a model in the past. 
Every union m ilitant in the UAW 
w ill join w ith Local 490 and the 
other advanced locals in the In 
ternational in fighting fo r the in 
ternal union democracy without 
which the struggle fo r the pre
servation of the union w ill be 
threatened by bureaucratic de
generation and eventual destruc
tion. The task of the UAW m ili
tants today is to mobilize- their 
forces fo r the impending show
down at the coming convention 
around a program that, w ill en
sure the existence of their union 
and reestablish the UAW to its 
righ tfu l place of eminence as the 
most progressive and m ilitant 
union in the couHtry!

W g S! St. Flunkey
Earl Browder fo r once ut

tered the tru th  when he told
a Madison Square Garden au
dience last Tuesday that the 
program of his Communist Po
litica l Association contains 
“ nothing whatever of social
ism”  and “ not the slightest 
suggestion of confiscation of 
wealth, nor even "of wartime 
proposals fo r a lim itation upon 
private incomes of the wealthy 
classes.”

“ On the contrary,”  Browdei 
emphasized, “ this policy (of 
the CPA) is consistent w it! 
the fullest possible expansion 
of consumption by the wealthy, 
and the accumulation of p ri
vate incomes above their con
sumption level in whatever 
form they see fit .  . .”

Wall Street’s plutocratic p i
rates may not publicly express 
grateful acknowledgment of 
Browder’s solicitude fo r their 
p ro fit interests, but they wil" 
unquestionably accept Stalinist 
strikebreaking aid to ensure 
the continuation of their “ ac
cumulation. of private incomes 
above their consumption level.”

After Franco w ill come the so-, 
cialist revolution, for there can 
be no return to the old regime 
of capitalist democracy which had 
already collapsed when Franco 
fought his way to power in  the 
teeth of the Spanish revolution. 
Churchill knows that. Hence his 
“ kindly vtords” about the Spanish 
dictator and his verbal castiga
tion of “ people who th ink our 
foreign policy toward Spain is 
best expressed by drawing comi
cal or even rude caricatures of 
General Franco.”
• Two days after Churchill de

livered his Commons speech, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, B rita in ’s ambas
sador to Spain, gave an address 
in  which he underscored the fear 
of revolution in Europe which 
haunts the British imperialists 
and their American allies and 
■which is at tlm root of tlie sup
port given to reactionary cliques 
all over Europe, Spain included. 
Said the British envoy:

“ In the great void that w ill be 
le ft after the crash of totalitarian
ism, many parts of Europe w ill 
become the prey of new devils 
worse than the last i f  Brita in 
does not take a leading part in  
forestalling them.” (N. Y. Times, 
May 27.)

Hoare’s “ new devils”  can be 
described in  two much more 
meaningful words: SOCLIALIST 
REVOLUTION. Against it, all the 
reactionary powers of old Europe 
are being mobilized under the 
leadership of Churchill and Roos
evelt. But the legions of social
ism w ill prove more powerful 
than these defenders of the rotted 
system of capitalist exploitation. 
The working class of Europe w ill 
have the last word.
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Prominent Trade Union Leaders To Speak A t Mass R ally  
In  New York, June 8, To A id  CRDC F ight To Free The 18

(Continued from page 1)

vack w ill have an inspiring mes
sage fo r the New York workers 
in  the description of the enthu
siastic support that is being mo
bilized throughout the country to 
win the freedom of the 18 and 
secure repeal of the infamous 
Smith “ Gag”  Act under which 
they were convicted. Hundreds of 
unions and progressive labor or
ganizations have already adopted 
resolutions in support of the 
CRDC’s “ Free the Eighteen” 
campaign, and a flood of letters 
has poured into the White House 
calling on Roosevelt to grant an 
unconditional pardon to the 18.

Wolchok, as President of the 
union which led the . Chicago 
Montgomery Ward strike, gained 
national prominence recently as 
the f irs t head of a CIO interna
tional who has endorsed a strike 
since Pearl Harbor. He w ill bring 
to the ra lly an expression of sol
idarity from his union, which is 
considered one of the most pro
gressive labor organizations in 
the country:

Baldanzi, whose international 
has gone on record by resolution 
to support the CRDC campaign, 
w ill be the official chairman of

the New York mass meeting. He 
w ill preside as a member of the 
National Committee of the CRDC, 
which he recently joined.

SAMUEL WOLCHOK

The participation of DeLorenzo 
in the ra lly w ill be of 'particular 
significance because he himself is 
facing a frameup federal indict
ment growing out of his m ilitant 
record as head of the Brewster 
A ircra ft union. In a recent ex
clusive interview in The M ilitant,

De Lorenzo pointed to his indict
ment as another manifestation of 
the anti-labor drive in which the 
Minneapolis Labor Case was one 
of the firs t union-busting actions.

As preparations for the June 8 
ra lly are being completed, new 
union support fo r the 18 is re
ported by the CRDC. Antonino Cri- 
vello, Manager of Local 144, In 
ternational Ladies Garment Work
ers Union, Newark, N. J., has in
formed the national office of the 
CRDC of the action of his local 
in adopting a strong resolution 
on behalf of the 18, which the lo
cal is introducing at the current 
national convention of the ILG- 
WU. Other locals have sent the 
convention similar resolutions.

The Local 144 resolution charg
es that the Minneapolis prisoners 
“ have been framed by the reac
tionaries because they stood for 
the rights of the workers,”  that 
“ nothing can be imputed to the 
eighteen prisoners but their loy
alty to labor and their socialist
ic pVineiples”  and calls on the 
ILGWU convention to demand the 
repeal of the Smith “ Gag”  Act 
and “ request President Franklin 
De’ano Roosevelt to . restore to 
freedom these eighteen champions 
of democracy.”

One of the foremost leaders of 
the ILGWU, Julius Hochman, 
General Manager of the New 
York Dress and Waist-makers’

GEORGE BALDANZI

Joint Board, recently addressed a 
personal letter to President Roose
velt urging pardon fo r the 18.'His 
letter stated:

“ May I respectfully urge you 
to grant a Presidential pardon to 
the Minneapolis trade unionists

Labor Press Reflects Growing 
Support For The Imprisoned 18

Labor and union publications throughout the nation are^ 
taking up the defense of the 18 Socialist Workers Party and 
Minneapolis Local “>44-00 leaders imprisoned by the Roosevelt 
administration under the infamous Smith “ Gag”  Act.

The latest voice of organized labor to speak out sharply 
and forcefully against Roosevelt’s violation of labor’s rights in 
the Minneapolis case and demand unconditional immediate 
Presidential pardon for the 1 8 ^~
is the American Labor News, 
official shop pappr of the East
ern Region of the CIO United 
Automobile Workers.

In its May 26 issue, American 
Labor News devotes an entire 
page, under the heading of “ Civil 
Rights,”  to the text of the speech

of James T. Farrell, noted 
novelist and Chairman of the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee, 
who spoke recently over N.ew 
York radio station WEVD on be
half of the fight to free the 18.

The Eastern UAW paper em
phasizes Farrell’s solemn warn
ing: “ When the penalty of honest 
thinking is a cell in a ja il, fewer 
men w ill dare to think. Under 
such conditions, political argu

ment is made more and more the 
province of those who are un
principled, dishonest and un
scrupulous. For they have no need 
to try  and tell the tru th ; they 
have no need to state what is 
their real conviction. They can, 
thereby, evade aM such laws as 
these. But those whose political 
actions are principled cannot take 
this course. They must be either 
silent or risk punishment. This is

and radicals convicted last year 
under the Smith Sedition Act of 
1940. The evidence is clear that 
these eighteen men and women 

ommitted no overt act of any sort 
in violation of the law; they were 
convicted simply and solely for 
views expressed by them in 
speech and writing.- We of the 
labor movement can hardly ho'p 
feeling apprehensive about the 
future of our civil liberty under 
the Constitution i f  this danger
ous precedent is permitted tc 
stand.”  .

L  A. MEETING
Significant expressions of opin

ion on the Minneapolis Labor Cas-j 
were contained in public address
es of prominent West Coast la-

bor and civil liberties spokesmen 
at the recent Los Angeles CRDC 
mass meeting. Dr. Clinton J. 
Taft, Southern California Direc
tor of the American Civil Liber
ties Union, stated: ,

•‘We saw that by this legisla
tion (Smith Act) there would be 
revived the. kind of persecution 
that took place years ago under 
the Alien and Sedition Acts. This 
case involves what many of us be
lieve is a monumental injustice 
. . . The keeping alive of a case 
of this kind is tremendously im
portant. . . There is a tendency 
to forget cases of this kind and 
let people who have become the 
victims of injustice languish in 
their prison cells until their terms 
are over. I t  is a good thing that 
an organization like the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee has 
been formed to keep alive this 
matter.”

George Dobsevage, President oi 
the Southern California CIO Steel 
Council, declared that "we must

make sure that free speech re
mains an instrument which we 
can use in capitalist society. That 
is why we aie asking and de-
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manding that these 18 be freed.” 
Pointing to the fact that criminal

war pi-ofiteers, corporation lob
byists and libelous columnists are 
not sent to ja il, Dobsevage asked.

But the 18 arc* in ja il. Why are 
(hey in ja il?  Why were they in
dicted ? They wertf indicted be
cause they indicted capitalism.”  

Eugene Judd, Vice-President of 
General Motors Local 216, UAW- 
C10, said: “ My local union has 
endorsed this case entirely. W’e 
know the history behind the 18. 
My local is very progressive. We 
take the stand that we must sup
port any workers indicted under 
any anti-labor law.”

Gabriel De Angelis, Financial 
Secretary of Brewster Local 365 
UAW-CIO, and editor of the 
union paper Aero-Notes, w ill 
speak over radio station WEVD 
on Thursday, June 1 at 10 P. M. 
on behalf of the Civil Rights De
fense Committee, in regard to the 
coming mass meeting.

one of the most significant ways 
in which laws such as the Smith 
Act and prosecutions such as the 
Minneapolis Case destroy the very 
moral fibre of men.”

OTHER PAPERS
Other leading union papers 

which have recently declared sup
port for the 18 include Justice, 
AFL International Ladies Gar
ment Workers Union; Union 
Voice, CIO Jewelry and Novelty 
Workers Union; Advance, CIO 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers; 
Aero-Notes, CIO-UAW Brewster 
Local 365; Knitgoods Workers 
Voice, Local 155, ILGWU; and 
the 104 Reporter, A FL Boiler
makers Seattle Local 104.

Advance declared in urging a 
Presidential pardon fo r the 18 
that “ when the U.S. Supreme- 
Court thr.ee times refused to 
review the Minneapolis case, it 
thereby refused to test the con 
stitutionality of the Smith Act. 
This now places a legal w.eapon 
in the hands of reaction.”

GROWING SUPPORT
The ILGW U’s Justice quoted 

the statement of General Man 
ager Israel F.einbcrg of the 
union’s Cloak Joint Board to the 
effect that the Minneapolis con 
victions are “ a violation of the 
B ill of Rights”  and that the 
Smith Act establishes principles 
close to th,e “ Japanese ‘danger
ous thoughts’ doctrine.”

“ Leading liberals, jurists and 
public minded citizens have 
protested this imprisonment as 
undermining our liberties and as 
being contrary to the provisions 
of the Constitution,”  Knitgoods 
Workers Voice pointed out.

104 Reporter records the action 
of the union in donating $250 for 
the case to aid the “ labor leaders

ROGER BALDWIN

who were sent to the penitentiary 
under the operations of the 
vicious Smith ‘Gag’ Act.”  I t  
declares “ the men were jailed be
cause they upheld the finest 
traditions of unionism—not be
cause they betrayed the members 
of their union.”

Aero-Notes, which has given 
extensive publicity to the case, 
has written that “ freedom of 
thought and speech were sent to 
prison”  with the imprisonment of 
the 18 and has called on organized 
labor to “ march with them and 
support the demand for the 
freeing of these eighteen.”

The Militant
may now be purchased at 

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal.
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STRIKEBREAKER HARRY BRIDGES
The role of Earl Browder’s 

Communist Political Associa
tion as a permanent, profession
al strike-breaking agency of 
Wall Street was further ampli
fied by Harry Bridges, notori
ous Stalinist head of the CIO 
1 nternational Longshoremen’s 
and Warehousemen’s Union, 
when he declared before a Lo
cal 6 meeting in San Francisco 
on May 25 that the "strike 
weapon is overboard, not only 
for the duration of the war, but 
after the war.”

Bridges’ declaration was made 
following the introduction by the 
Stalinists of a no-strik.9 resolu
tion that has had as yet no par
allel for viciousness and anti-la
bor treachery in the labor move
ment. This resolution, which was 
rammed through the meeting with 
the usual “ unanimous”  vote,

echoed the employers’ cry that 
strikes were “ treason,”  called on 
the unions to back the capitalist 
government “ in any actions ne
cessary to prevent strikes,”  and 
urged them to “ refuse to give 
consideration to the demands of 
any section of labor”  that goes 
on strike. The resolution emph
asized that this policy was in
tended not merely for the dura
tion of the war but “ indefinitely 
thereafter.”

The demonstrative introduction 
of the resolution before a meet
ing of Warehousemen, was aimed 
as a blow particularly at the 
Montgomery W a r d  strikers. 
Bridges has long sought to in
vade the field of the CIO United 
Retail, Wholesale and Department 
Store Employes which led the 
Ward Strike, and he earned uni
versal labor condemnation fo r at
tacking that strike and ordering

' his union in Ward’s St. Paul 
warehouse to handle “ hot”  merch
andise.

In his statement, Bridges gave 
advance notice of Stalinist inten
tions to defend Big Business from 
the responsibility for unemploy
ment and depression even after 
the end of m ilita ry hostilities. 
“ We reject any hostility between 
capital and labor,”  he declared, 
“ we must not throw the burden 
of post-war employment on our 
employers.”

Only two days previously, the 
Wall Street banker, John Han
cock, co-author of the Baruch- 
Hancock monopoly “ grab-all”  
plan, had propounded a similar 
idea when he declared that the 
employers could not be held res
ponsible fo r unemployment and 
that the answer to economic cris
is is “ to get more employers.”

Bridges’ latest sinister action 
is a further warning to all labor 
of the character of American 
Stalinism.
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Norman Thomas - -  His True Role And “Destiny”
(Continued from page 1) 

have been innundating the country with 
plans fo r a post-war world.

Thom«», too, is deeply disturbed that 
“ America, freest of nations to play disin
terestedly for lasting peace, has no peace 
policy.”  ' (Page 2.) This sentence of itself 
sheds illuminating ligh t on the author of 
“ Our Destiny.”  Whose America is he ta lk
ing abo” t? Who«e destin'- is he concerned 
with ? There is on the one hand the Amer
ica and th - dj. tiny o a- iroximately sev
enty million workers; and there is, on the 
other, th» America and des iny of the Sixty 
Families, the hu-iv3 monopolies controlling 
the immense productive machine of the 
country, who run the government. The 
leader of the Socialist Party draws no such 
distinction.

His book is like a jig-saw puzzle — w ith
out a design and without a color scheme 
to guide even the most conscientious e ffort 
to f it  the various pieces together.

Reverence fo r Capitalist 
Institutions

In the 192 pages of the book, Thomas 
manages to comment on almost every top
ic under the sun. A ll his comments, dis
jointed and scrambled as they ar.e, have one 
common feature: reverence fo r the capital
is t institutions and fo r the magnificence 
of the persons in authority, along with a 
total disregard of the working class and its 
inherent power. Thomas even ignores both 
his own Socialist Party and its “ destiny.”  
The only reference to the party he leads is 
contained in a five and a quarter line foot
note. The text follows verbatim:

“ About half of the Socialist Party con
vention in Milwaukee in 1942 wanted to go 
on record for ‘political non-support of the 
war’ — notice, not political opposition

(Heaven, forbid! — N.D.), much less re
fusal of conscription. The other half fav
ored ‘critical support.’ A compromise ta
citly  permitted both positions. The conven
tion was united in its views on the rise 
of fascism and war in general.”  (Page 11).

The sole reference that Thomas does 
make to his party is thus for the obvious 
purpose of proving that it  has a “ kosher” 
position on the war. This accomplished, he 
can g > on plrci !ly to ignore it. rrom  than 
on his exclusive con-ern is with Churchill, 
Roosevelt, Hoover, W illkie — in short, gen- 
ernlly those who “ count.”

Adulation of Churchill
A few passages chosen at random from 

the book w ill show us how reverently 
Thomas deals with capitalist politicians and 
institutions:

“ In Winston Churchill, Britain has pro
duced the outstanding leader of the war, 
the inspirer and organizer of his people, 
and the strategist who, mors than Mr. 
Roosevelt, has directed our policies . . .  He 
is the aristocrat who in great emergencies 
can supply democratic leadership.”  (Page 
70.)

Again, “ I  have much to praise in the 
President’s policy toward our neighbors in 
this hemisphere.”  (Page 16.)

And again: “ I  have been very critical of 
administrative blunders and arb itrary ac
tions which could have been avoided i f  Mr. 
Roosevelt’s abilities had included greater 
administrative talent.”  (Page 143.)

In his high praise of Churchill, as well as 
in his “ critical”  remarks about Roosevelt, 
our author does not sec them as the repres
entatives of the exploiting ruling class, he 
remains blind to the social forces that de
termine their policies. This is why he is 
able to speak as he does about the Depart

ment of Justice and the FBI, the capitalist 
institutions of repression, namely:

“ Undoubtedly there has been an encour
aging growth in the support of certain 
phases of pivil liberty by the government 
and the people since World War I. A t this 
point praise is due the Department of Just
ice, including the FBI.”  (Page 38.) ■

Another Typical Omission
Thomas forgets to mention the imprison

ment of the 18 Trotskyists; persecutions of 
other labor leaders, De Lorenzo, fo r ex
ample; wholesale violations of the right of 
free speech and free press, and the B ill of 
Rights in general; Roosevelt’s drive to en
slave labor, through the victimization of un
ion militants, anti-strike legislation, gov
ernment strikebreaking, etc., etc. The only 
reference he does make to these glaring 
violations of civil liberties and workers 
rights is some 118 pages later when he files 
his objection to the Supreme Court’s refusal 
to review the case of the 18.

In fairness to Mr. Thomas we take note 
that his praise is not confined to the insti
tutions of capitalist repression. He has a 
good word also for the various and most 
poisonous means of deception. According 
to him:

“ In England today one of the most popu
lar and influential of the leaders fo r so
cial righteousness is none other than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the primate of 
the established church. Church conferences 
like that at Malvern, in England, and at 
Delaver, Ohio, have made a real contribu
tion to our thinking about peace and the 
post-war world. Definitely there is more 
and better to be hoped fo r from the leaven
ing influence of churches in this crisis than 
there was in World War I.”

Mr. Thomas abandoned the pulpit fo r the

Socialist Party. Why? The author appar
ently anticipates this question. He says, 
“ But when an occasional earnest church
man says, ‘Secular agencies have failed; let 
the churches lead us to a lasting peace 
and a better democracy,’ the answer must 
be that they are too divided and that they 
lack power for the task.”

Today even without the benefit of the 
pulpit, Thomas manages to preach his ser
mons. The book contains a goodly number. 
There is a sermon on the text: “ the fool’s 
gold of imperialism;”  another on “ racial 
s ir ife ;”  a third on “ war’s biological and 
psychological legacy to the post-war gen
eration.”  And so forth  and so on.

What is the answer to all the ills a fflic t
ing humanity?

Throughout the pages of “ Our Destiny” 
Thomas scurries about in search of some 
magic formula which would turn the trick, 
which would succeed “ in winning the earl
iest possible peace that w ill last.”  This is 
no easy task. One can almost see the beads 
of sw.eat roiling down his brow. For Mr. 
Thoma's, you see, is in addition in search of 
a formula that would curb the imperialist 
appetites and s till be acceptable to the im
perialists.

A Friend and a Form ula
With the aid of a friend .Norman Thomas 

has come upon a formula which he believes 
might do. He writes:

“ Soon after Pearl Harbor a friend pres
ented me w ith an idea which has haunted 
me by its excellence. I t  was that all col
onial A frica be turned over to an interna
tional authority, pledged to enforce a sol
emn charter of native rights, to guide the 
people to fu ll self-government, and to in
sure equality of opportunity to trade w ith 
Africa to all nations which would accept

this international authority and its require
ment that the beneficiaries abstain from ag
gressive armament.”

But no sooner does Thomas put this “ sol
ution”  down on paper, than i t  dawns on him 
that, “ I t  would be a miracle past hoping 
for that a victorious Winston Churchill 
would agree to such an arrangement for 
Britain’s colonies in Africa or anywhere 
else, or, indeed, that Franklin Delano Roos
evelt would ask it.”

Nevertheless, Norman Thomas is un
daunted. He is no doctrinaire. He has a 
solution to this, too. He immediately offers 
a compromise: “ What might be possible,”  
he continues, “ would be that the Italian col
onies and the territories formerly admin
istered under the mandate of the League 
of Nations. . . should be administered under 
the authority of a world federation to which 
could also be committed certain territories 
recovered from Japan. The solemn purpose 
should be to help them to fu ll self-govern
ment.”

The Contradictions o f Thomas
By the time he reached this point, Thom

as had completely forgotten what he him
self had said at the beginning of his book. 
Speaking of “ the great failure of Ver
sailles,”  he makes the profound observa
tion: “ The peace-makers were righ t in giv
ing weight to the self-determination of na
tions; their mistake was in applying i t  
mostly against their enemy and not within 
their own empires.”  Toward the conclusion 
of his book, Thomas picks up that same 
“ mistake”  of Versailles in order to — of
fe r i t  as a formula fo r “ the earliest pos
sible peace that w ill last." In this Norman 
Thomas remains true to himself. Marx long 
ago characterized such individuals as fo l
lows:

“ A petty-bourgeois of this type glorifies 
contradiction because contradiction is the 
basis of his existence. He is himself noth
ing but social contradiction in  action.”

“ Our Destiny”  is consistent only in one 
thing — its inconsistencies. I t  is a graphic 
example of the war-time role of a muddle- 
headed pacifist. U ntil Pearl Harbor he had 
been spreading the illusion that American 
monopoly capitalism could or would stay out 
of the war; “ Pearl Harbor meant fo r me 
the defeat of the dearest single ambition 
of my life ; that I might have been of serv
ice in keeping my country out of a second 
World War.”  This preacher who heads the 
Socialist Party never learned the socialist 
ABC that war cannot be prevented by paci
fist sermons, that wars flow inevitably out 
of the profit system and that so long as 
capitalism exists there w ill be greater and 
more devastating wars.

W hom  Thomas Really Serves
A ll that Thomas could do a fter Pearl 

Harbor was to offer prayers that this be 
a good war: “ I t  is true that there have 
been very few good wars—God grant this 
may prove one of them—that have been re
latively, but in an important sense, wars 
of liberation.”

Thomas in his search fo r “ the earliest 
possible peace that w ill last”  serves the in
terests not of peace but of the propaganda 
of the warmakers. He continues to deceive 
himself and his followers by spreading the 
illusion that a non-imperialist peace can 
flow out of an imperialist war. A t the same 
time, the head of the SP serves imperialist 
interests when, in violation of all socialist 
concepts, he tries to convey the impression 
that capitalist countries are capable of con
ducting wars of liberation.

F ord  Canada Local 
In  W LB Run Around

By Stephen White
W INDSOR, Ontario—After a strike extending over a 

period of three weeks, 14,000 workers employed by the Ford 
Motor Company of Canada, returned 10 work under a temporary 
agreement drawn up by the Canadian Wartime Labor Relations 
Board. The m ilitant solidarity of the workers, organized in the 
UAW-CIO Local 200, wrested a number of concessions from the 
company and the government agency established to arbitrate 
labor disputes. The run-around given the workers by the W LRB 
proved to be temporarily successful only because of the capitula
tion of the union leadership. 5
The workers were herded back 
to their jobs on the promise 
that a new contract would be 
negotiated w ithin the next 30 
days.

I f  that contract doesn’t mater
ialize, i f  the promise given is 
broken, as so many of the past 
promises have been, a recurrence 
of the m ilitant struggle against 
the union-bating Ford Motor Com
pany w ill undoubtedly take place.

On Saturday April 29, officials 
of the UAW-CIO Ford Local 200, 
called a mass meeting of the 
striking men to present the pro
posal of the WLRB, granting the 
union its old contract with some 
amendments which were supposed 
to favor the union. The propose I 
agreement was to be in force until 
a new contract was negotiated 
and signed w ithin the next 30 
days. The workers, on the re
commendation of their loaders, re
turned to work. On the surface i t  
appeared to be a victory for the 
union. The men felt that a con
tract should have been signed 
prior to their return to work, 
they went back to their jobs on 
the terms of the temporary agree
ment watchful of the actions of 
the WLRB and the company.

WORKERS DISCOVER FRAUD
On Monday, May 1, when some 

of the departments resumed oper
ations they discovered notices on 
the bulletin boards stating the 
grievance procedures were to be 
exactly the same as proposed by 
the company before the men walk
ed out qii strike. The men re
fused to work under these condi
tions. The union immediately 
called a mass meeting at which it 
was disclosed that the WLRB had 
written the company’s grievance 
procedure into the agreement. 
Nevertheless, the union officials 
asked the men to stgy on the 
job. When the vote was taken 
the workers voted to continue 
the strike until the union won its 
demands. The union officials, un
der the pressure of the workers, 
were forced to make an appeal 
for them to slay united. (That

i f  the WLRB were in favor of 
labor and sincere in its aims, it  
would be impossible for i t  to force 
the Ford Motor Company to abide 
by the agreement. As the true 
role of the WLRB becomes clear, 
more and more workers express 
their views saying, we must elect 
a labor government in order to 
put through decent labor legisla
tion and we must keep i t  in  power 
in order to carry it ' out.

ARNOLD’S DISCLOSURES
Fred Arnold, vice-president of 

Ford Local 200, speaking at a 
Canadian Commonwealth Federa
tion meeting regarding the Ford 
situation, said that he and other 
officials of the union were thun
derstruck when they got the deci
sion of the Dominion WLRB in 
black and white. “ I t  was the ex
act duplicate of the Ford Motor 
Company’s own proposal of April 
1,”  Arnold asserted. “ We had 
walked out because the union 
could not operate under those 
conditions. That government de
cision was simply transferred 
from Ford's stationery onto gov
ernment stationery."

“ When our committee returned 
from Ottawa,”  Arnold declared, 
“ they brought back a half-baked 
proposition, but they wanted to 
get those men back to work and 
they were enthused with -the 
wonderful promises they had got
ten in Ottawa.” And yet Arnold, 
as well as the other union lead
ers tried .to make the workers 
believe that this was not. a half- 
baked proposition. That by itself 
proves that the double cross could 
never have taken place without 
the help of the union leadership.

Further Arnold revealed: “ Wc 
knew tbis trouble was coming. 
Ford's and the manufacturers’ as
sociations in Canada and the Uni
ted States are out to break the 
union movement. Naturally they 
picked out the largest local in 
Canada as a guinea pig for their 
effort.”  He stated that tremend
ous pressure was being put on 
the union officials, both as a 
group and as individuals, “ but

with the accusation that the Trot
skyists were behind the strike ac
tion of the workers which is sabo
taging the war effort.

The CCF club of Windsor in
structed a committee to draw up 
a statement in  support of the 
strike.

Paraguay General 
Strike Is Crushed 
By Military Terror

(Continued from page 1)

d,?r”  and keep essential services 
functioning.

When transportation was halted 
by the walk-out of railroad men, 
street-car operators and truck- 
di-j-ovs, “ Lend-Lease”  army ve
hicles supplied by the United 
States were used to bring about 
a partial restoration of traffic. 
Long after the strike had ended, 
the street-cars were being oper
ated under police protection.

Printers and newsmen joined in 
the great demonstration of work
ing-class solidarity and the only 
paper that appeared was the of
ficial government gazette, El Pa
raguayo, which was brought out 
by a handful of strikebreakers.

Every device known to a reac
tionary regime was employed to 
break the strike, including the 
threat of punitive action against 
the wives and children of the 
strikers.

Onlv after more than 600 cm-

7th Anniversary O f Chicago Memorial Day 
Massacre During 1937 Little Steel Strike

appeal wasn’t  necessary as th e ! we are not going to send out
workers had demonstrated their 
unity in action!).

The Stalinists on the other 
hand had inserted paid advertise
ments in the newspapers, appeal
ing for the men to go back to 
work. One thing is certain, the 
Stalinist “ back to work” move
ment. is as popular among the 
workers as a skunk at a garden 
party.

The workers realize that they 
caiinot expect a favorable decision 
from the WLRB for two reasons. 
First, the WLRB is appointed by 
a capitalist government and func
tions in the interest of the em
ploying class. ' Second, the exist
ing labor legislation is of such 
an anti-labor character that even

men in those plants and work 
under conditions as they w'ere be
fore there was a union.”

The Stalinist scheme to use the 
Canadian Commonwealth Feder
ation as a strike breaking body 
backfired in their own faces. . A 
significant, incident took place at 
a CCF meeting, when a member 
of the Windsor club asked why 
the CCF did not take a stand on 
the strike. The intentions of that 
member were made clear when 
she stated she expected the CCF 
to support the Stalinist “ back 
to work”  movement. During the 
discussion i t  was apparent that 
the CCF was behind the workers 
and supported their strike. The 
Stalinist stooge then burst out

ployecs and functionaries of the 
disbanded trade unions had been 
arrested and herded in concentra
tion camps; and only after hung
er and government promises had 
driven a number of unorganized 
workers to scab, was the strike 
finally crushed.

During the strike, members of 
the Paraguayan section of the 
Fourth International issued sev
eral leaflets and participated as 
delegates in the strike commit
tees at Asuncion and Pilar. Two 
members of the International 
Communists of Germany, now in 
exile, were arrested while collect
ing contributions for the strike 
fund.

Paraguay, with a population of 
litt le  more than one million, en
tered the “ democratic”  camp of 
the self-styled “ United Nations”  
when the reactionary dictator
ial government of Morinigo, un
der pressure from Washington, 
broke relations w ith  the Axis on 
Jan. 26, 1942.

Thereafter, this puppet govern
ment of Wall Street demonstrated 
its love of democracy by ordering 
disbandment of the trade unions 
and strangling all other popular 
democratic rights.

The workers have grown more 
and more rebellious over having 
to sacrifice their already inade
quate living standards in order 
to aid in the prosecution of a 
war whose alleged democratic 
purposes find no reflection at all 
in the regime that rules over 
them. On top of increasing eco
nomic hardships, they were de
prived of all democratic liberties.

The general strike was a 
splendid demonstration of work
ing-class solidarity and shows 
the growing restiveness of the 
Latin American workers under 
the oppressive rule of Wall 
Street-sponsored dictatorships.

Seven years ago, on Memorial | 
Day, occurred the massacre of the. 
Chicago Republic Steel workers 
during the 1937 L ittle  Steel strike. 
That butchery of peaceful work
ers and their wives and children 
in defense of the profits of the 
steel barons, is indelibly engraved 
on the memory of the American 
working class. In one murderous 
assault by the police agents of the 
Kelly-Nash “ New Deal”  political 
machine, the true picture of capi
talism and the role of its political 
hirelings was unveiled. Never w il' 
class-conscious workers forget 
that this slaughter of 10 workers 
the maiming, blinding and wound
ing of scores of others, was the 
vi'c work of Roosevelt’s closest 
political collaborators, and that 
his only response was his smug 
dictum. “ A plague on both your 
houses.”

On May 30, 1937, a peaceful 
column of several hundred strik
ers, their wives and children, 
were marching in a demonstra
tion to the plant of the Republic 
Steel Corporation in South Chi
cago. They were in a festive 
mood — many families had 
brought along lunches, happy at 
the thought of a day out-of-doors. 
But they never ate those lunches.

COLD BLOODED MURDER
Two hundred cops were guard

ing the grounds. According to 
an eye-wituess account, “ The 
strikers stopped, face to face w ith 
the police, waiting quietly while 
a union spokesman asked Police 
Captain Mooney for permission to 
picket on the public street... Cap
tain Mooney walked toward the 
edge of the line . . . mumbled the 
formal notice to 'disperse in the 
name of the law’.”  Suddenly, 
without a word of wiVnlng, the 
police cold-bloodedly fired into 
that peaceful holiday crowd; the 
shooting “ was thick as machine- 
gun fire,” said one witness. Men, 
women and children turned and 
fled in  confusion, and as they 
ran, scores fell, shot in the back. 
Tear-gas spread across the pra
irie. Over the prostrated bodies 
of the wounded, gassed workers 
and their families, raced the cops, 
s till firing, stopping only to club 
the fallen victims who tried to 
rise to their feet.

POLICE BRUTALITY
One worker, with the superhu

man strength of despair, uprooted 
a young tree and wielded i t  as a 
club. 11c went down heroically, 
under the combined blows of 
his attackers. Most of the work
ers, taken by surprise, were too 
startled to defend themselves. 
When the blood,v battle was over, 
ten workers were dead; scores 
were left wounded; hundreds 
mercilessly beaten. Workers hast
ily  improvised ambulances to car
ry away their wounded, and save 
them from further torture at the 
hands of the police. They stuck 
crosses of cardboard in the win
dows of their cars, and drove out 
onto the field to pick up as many 
workers as they could. One res
cuer, returning with his car only 
half fu ll, brokenly explained, “ We 
had another man, but the cops 
dragged him out, wouldn’t give 
us time to tie a turniquet on his 
leg . . ,  They threw him in  a pad

dy-wagon.” That man was listed $ 
among the dead, with the laconic 
comment, "unidentified, wound 
in leg, apparently bled to death.”
In recognition of the bloody 
strike-breaking achievement, of 
the Chicago police, Girdler and Re
public Steel rewarded the police 
department with a shiny new 
squad car.

Newsreel photographers had 
taken pictures of the entire event. 
The photograph reproduced on 
this p a g e  is one of the 
scenes. These newsreels were re
leased in  Chicago, but ran only 
one day, before the city admin- 
stration ordered them withdrawn. 
So clearly did the film s show 
tlie sequence of events — the 
peaceful march of workers, the 
surprise onslaught by the cops, 
the incredible brutality, the final 
cynical gesture of smiling police
men dusting themselves off, after 
a job well done — that not even 
the powerful Kelly-Nash machine 
dared to face the rage those pic
tures wou'd have aroused in every
worker’s heart. „

■'1
The workers who shed their 

blood and died in the Memorial 
Day massacre did not suffer in 
vain. Their struggle and sacrifices 
inspired hundreds of thousands of 
steel workers to carry on the bat
tle for unionism. Today, the m il
lion-strong CIO United Steel 
Workers of America stands as a 
monument to those Chicago work
ers who died that their union 
might live.

American labor, on this Mem
orial Day, w ill remember w ith 
sorrow and anger w ith what sav
agery the capitalists fought to 
destroy unionism in the steel In
dustry. The workers w ill remind 
themselves, amid all the jingo pro
paganda of the bosses, their gov
ernment agents and their labor 
lieutenants, that in peace and in 
war. the ruling capitalist class is 
the mortal enemy of the workers. 
Only when capitalist class rule Is 
ended by the socialist order of j 
the working class w ill the mar-1 
tyrs of the Memorial Day mas
sacre be avenged.

Scene of the Kelly-Nash police assault during the 1937 Memorial Day Massacre when 10 South 
Chicago Republic Steel workers were murdered. This picture is from the suppressed newsreel of 
the brutal attack on the peaceful marchers.

50,000 JOIN LUMBER STRIKE
(Continued from page 1)

to dig worms and go fishing. 
Others went to go on trips. 
They’re all scattered now and 
there hasn’t  been any big assem
blage at any time.”  He added: 
“ A t last n ight’s meeting. . . .  I 
told them to stay on their jobs 
and be good patriotic workers, 
but they just told me to go places. 
They said that was just the old 
mullarky I ’ve been giving them 
fo r the past sixteen months.”

A union statement declares that 
the union officials “ attach no 
blame to those who walked o ff 
the job following the National

War Labor Board’s denial last 
Wednesday of industry-wide in
creases. Pres. John M. Christen
son of the Northwestern Council 
declared this week that union of
ficers have done everything in 
their power to keep the men 
working, the action taken by the 
crews is completely out of the 
union’s hands.”

The government agencies, as 
usual, have joined forces in an 
effort to break the strike. The 
director of the fuel rationing 
division of the OPA has issued 
scarehead stories about great 
suffering next winter “ i f  the 
strike spreads”  because of alleged
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wood-fuel shortages. The Wash
ington State Director of Selective 
Service stated that strikers are 
to be considered as “ not work
ing”  and “ naturally w ill be 
reclassified 1-A.”  These threats 
have been followed by the further 
spread of the strike..

A t this w riting, all signs point 
to an even larger increase in the 
strikers’ ranks. The lumber m ills 
and camps arc seething w ith  
resentment against the lumber 
kings and their WLB agents. 
Wages in this dangerous in- 
dustry have, remained virtua lly 
stationary despite price rises 
since the beginning of the war. 
Profits, however, have increased 
tremendously. Since 1940, the 
lumber barons have jacked up the 
price of a thousand feet of lumber 
from an average of $21 to over 
$38. The OPA has permitted one 
price boost after another, only a 
month ago authorizing an increase 
from $1 to $3 per thousand feet 
of No. 3 sawmill and camp-run 
Douglas F ir  logs.

Bulletin
PORTLAND, Ore., May 28 — In  

defiance of the union’s Stalinist/- 
dominated international leader
ship, the Columbia River D istrict 
Council of the CIO International 
Woodworkers today Issued a 
statement, that It  could not “ con- 
sciehtiously”  order its member
ship to obey a WLB directive de
manding that the CIO workers 
discontinue their participation in  
the racific Northwest lumber 
strike.

A t the same lime, the North
west Council of the AFL Lumber 
and Sawmill Workers, the bulk 
of whose members are on strike, 
today adjourned a meeting w ith
out taking action on the WLB’a 
strikebreaking ultimatum.
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T h e '«LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
L A B O R  WITH A BLACK SKIN 13 
BRANDED" — K A R L  MARX.

Negro S truggle
________By Charles Jackson

The Skepticism of Mr. Schuyler
•George S. Schuyler, in his Pitts

burg Courier lampoon of May 27 
dealing with the farcical two- 
party political fracas — in the 
presidential campaign — soon to 
he staged, reveals a complete lack 
of confidence in  and lack of know
ledge of the inevitable political 
awakening of the American work
ers. Some of his passages are 
Well worth quoting because they 
show that he really knows the 
seore. Since he is nobody’s fool 
you can take your own guess as 
to why he fails to draw any logic
al conclusion.

Wading righ t in, in a character
istically satiric manner, he notes 
that “ . . . the columns of guff in 
the newspapers, the comments 
over the radio and the statements 
of assorted bigwigs are completely 
divorced from reality in  order to 
confuse the public into believing 
there is democracy . . .  in  the com
ing Punch and Judy political con
test, . . .  as i f  one individual, no 
matter how wise or good, could 
possibly change the aims and 
plans of the handful of people 
who own and control this coun
try  . . . The whole ballyhoo is 
downright fraudulent.”

Schuyler goes on to explain 
that powerful political organiza
tions elect the president who, 
then, must do their bidding. He 
realizes i t  is the economic base 
which molds the party program... 
“ Since the party and not the man 
is what we should consider, our 
concern should be w ith what eco
nomic and class interests the par
ty is aligned and what does i t  
stand for.”

He is “ unable to discern any 
difference”  in  the two old parties 
“ because each loudly proclaims its 
allegiance to the status quo ante 
Vellum; i.e., unemployment, pov
erty and insecurity.”  In  other 
words, Republicans and Demo
crats are both agents of the ru l
ing class. Therefore, “ To th ink 
this is going to be changed by 
millions of people putting pieces 
of paper in boxes or pulling down 
rows of levers is the height of 
childish gu llib ility  . . . Under the 
circumstances, getting excited 
about whether a ll or a few of the 
people vote seems pathetic. I f  
they all voted, [fo r capitalist par
ties, he means], in  every State 
and county and town, the same 
60 families would own and run 
the U. S. A.”

Although adeptly dissecting the 
hypocritical pattern of capitalist 
“ democracy,”  Mr. Schuyler be
trays his petty bourgeois contempt 
for the masses by his lack of con
fidence i i i an ultimate working 
class political awakening. Appar
ently he expects things to remain,

as they are or get steadily and 
endlessly worse. He ignores the 
thesis that the exploited majority 
must, sooner or later, win polit
ical power, replace the Sixty Fam
ilies now exercising the dictator
ship with elected proletarian rep
resentatives who w ill conduct the 
affairs of state for the economic 
benefit of the masses.

Schuyler’s only reference to la
bor is when, either from ignor
ance or malice, he attempts to 
tie up the destiny of the rank 
and file w ith  their present perfid
ious top officials. Speaking of thé 
“ benefits”  of the two-party sys
tem, he says, “ Even so-called en
lightened labor leaders believe 
this nonsense, and the hope of 
the future is supposed to reside 

, in  them. I f  this is true thé fu
ture is going to be very dark.” 
We agree such a future wOiild 
be very dark because most of Mr. 
Schuyler’s labor leaders, like 
most Negro leaders (including 
columnists), are.nothing but serv
ants of reactionary capitalism.

Although ignored — not unex
pectedly — by Mr. Schuyler, the 
interests of the workers — which 
w ill triumph in the end — are 
now being anticipated, defended 
and fought for uncompromisingly 
by the Socialist Workers Party. 
Let us check oür program against 
the listed shortcomings of the 
capitalist parties as exposed by 
Mr. Schuyler in his May 27 col
umn. He says: “ Neither [party] 
is committed to solving the so- 
called Negro problem by abolish
ing tlie social- and economic res
trictions which prolong the life 
of this problem.”  The SWP is 
for a Workers and Farmers Gov
ernment which would do exactly 
that.

“ Neither favors getting out of 
the war." Leaders of the SWP 
are in Roosevelt’s ja ils today be
cause they told the workers the 
truth about the war. Our co- 
tliinkers in England are in 
Churchill’s jails.

“ Neither has any sensible plan 
to end poverty, insecurity and 
privation.”  Our goal is a social
ist world with planned economy.

We hope that Mr. Schuyler, 
Icing of the cyhiCs, lives to see 
the workers assume power, as 
they did in  Czarist Russia in  Oc
tober 1917. Maybe then he w ill 
be less skeptical of the workers’ 
ability to recognize and rectify a 
fake democracy and a decayed so
cial system. Maybe then he w ill 
admit what everyone else now 
knows: “ You can’t fool a ll the 
people all the time.” But mean
while, just whose interests are 

1 really served by his skepticism?

PIONEER PARAGRAPHS

THE HISTORIC 1934 STRIKES 
IN MINNEAPOLIS AND TOLEDO

With the revival of industry, 
the workers gained new confi
dence in themselves and began a 
movement to wrest back some of 
those things which had been taken 
away from them in the depths of 
the depression. The ground for 
the mass activity of the Trotsky
ist movement in America was, of 
course, laid by the action of the 
masses themselves. In the Spring 
of 1934 the country had been 
electrified by the Auto-Lite strike 
in Toledo in which some new 
methods and new techniques of 
m ilitant struggle had been in tro 
duced. A political, or at least 
semi-political grouping, repre
sented by the Conference fo r Pro
gressive Labor Action, which had 
set up the Provisional Commit
tee fo r the formation of the 
American Workers Party, had led 
this tremendously sigriificant 
strike in Toledo through the me
dium of their u n e m p l o y e d  
League.

There was shown for the first 
time what a great role can be ! 
played in the struggles of indus
tr ia l workers by an unemployed 
organization led by m ilitant ele
ments. The unemployed organ
ization in Toledo, which had been 
formed and was under the lead
ership of the Musteite group, prac
tica lly took over the leadérship 
of this Auto-Lite strike and rais
ed i t  to a level of mass picketing 
and militancy far beyond the 
bounds ever contemplated by the 
old line cra ft union bureaucrats.

The Minneapolis strikes raised 
the level even higher. I f  we meas
ure by all standards, including 
the decisive criterion of political 
direction and the maximum ex
ploitation of every possibility in 
herent in a strike, we must say 
that the high point of the 1934 
wave was the strike of the Minne
apolis drivers, helpers and inside- 
workers in  May, and its repeti
tion on a s till higher scale in 
July-August 1934. These strikes

put American Trotskyism to a 
crucial test.

» *  *

Minneapolis wasn’t the easiest 
nut to crack. In fact i t  was one 
of the hardest in the country; 
Minneapolis was a notorious open- 
shop town. For fifteen or twenty 
years the Citizens Alliance, ail or
ganisation of hard-boiled employ
ers, had ruled Minneapolis with 
an iron hand. Not a single strike 
of any conscquetice had been suc
cessful in those years. Even the 
building trades, perhaps the most 
stable and effective of all the 
craft unions, were kept on the 
rUn iii Mihneapolis and driven off 
the most important construction 
jobs. I t  was a town of lost strikes, 
open shops, misprably low wages, 
murderous hours, and a weak and 
ineffectual craft-union movement.

The coal strike . . . was a pre
lim inary skirmish before the 
great battles to come. The smash
ing victory of that strike, its m i
litancy, its good organization and 
its quick success, stimulated the 
general organization of the truck 
drivers and helpers, who up to 
that time and throughout the 
years of the depression, had been 
cruelly exploited and without ben
efit of organization. True, there 
was a union in the industry, but 
i t  was holding on to the ragged 
edge of nothing.

The success of the coal strike 
uplifted the workers in the truck
ing industry. They were tinder 
for the spark; their wages were 
too low and their hours too long. 
Freed for so many years from 
any union restraints, the profit- 
hungry bosses had gone too far 
— the bosses always go tdo far— 
and the ground-down workers 
heard the union message gladly.

(From “ The History of Amer
ican Trotskyism,”  by James P, 
Cannon, Chapter 8; soon to be is
sued by Pioneer Publishers. This 
excerpt reprinted from Fourth 
International, May, 1944.)

Wall Street’s Scheme To Grab
World-Wide Air Line Monopoly

By James Coivan
Inter-conlinent and transoceanic air transportation is one of 

tile central links in the chain of plans of American monopoly 
capital for domination of the post-war world. This link is repre
sented by Pan American Airways. Inc., a monopolistic enter
prise which ranks 'among the world’s giant corporations.

In a period of about 15 years, during which aviation rose 
to its present stature. Pan American has grown from a small 
concern operating a single air route between Key West and Ha
vana. to a giant enterprise whose skyliners girdle the earth along 
98,000 route miles. Its gross revenues in 1942 amounted to 
? 109,000,000 and its personnel,®' 
numbering 88.000, were spread
over three-fourths of the earth’s 
surface.

The story of Pan American’s 
rise is told dramatically and in 
considérable detail by Matthew 
Josephson in his recent book, 
"Empire o f the A it.”
THE SAME STORY

I t  is a story of pioneering in i
tiative invested with all the ele
ments of capitalist chicanery and 
government patronage invariably 
encountered in the history' of big 
corporations. I t  is a story of 
ruthless competition, leading in 
evitably to monopoly, a story of 
“ free enterprise”  in the Wall 
Street tradition of a scramble for 
super-profits.

Juan Trippe, the president of 
Pan American, is described by 
Matthew Josephson as typifying, 
“ knowingly or not, capitalist en
terprise nourished and protected 
by the state, and inevitably as
suming a monopolistic form.”  
The “ nourishment”  which Pan 
American received from Wash
ington has taken the form  of sub
sidy through mail contracts. Each 
time an a ir mail stamp is affixed 
to a letter or package destined 
fo r a foreign country, Juan 
Trippe and his associates get a 
handsome rake-off.

A ir  mail contracts w.ere let to 
Pan American without bid, even 
when there were competitors in 
the field. Trippe and his asso
ciates have influential friends in 
Washington who saw to that. Be
tween 1930 and 1940 foreign a ir
mail rates were lowered by about 
40 percent, but were still excess
ive. Between 1939 and 1941 i t  
was found that Pan American had 
received excess mail payments to 
the extent of several million dol
lars on its South American con
tracts alone, but the company was 
permitted to retain this extra loot 
with the proviso that i t  be in
vested in service improvements. 
The Roosevelt regime is always 
kind to its capitalist friends. And 
besides. Pan American has helped 
establish Wall Street’s hege
mony in Latin America.

Although i t  had accumulated 
great profits and enhanced its 
capital by unmercifully gouging 
the public and looting the treas
ury through mail contracts, Pan 
American displayed its patriotic 
colors when the U. S. entered the 
war by v irtua lly  refusing to risk 
its ships in dangerous zones. The 
federal government obligingly 
came to the rescue v>f Pan Amer
ican’s profits w ith an arrange
ment whereby i t  would buy and 
lease to the company the Boeing 
clippers to be used on inter-con
tinent and transoceanic routes'. 
Pan American thus continues to 
make tremendous ptofits at pub
lic expehse and all risk of lobs 
through fly ing accidents or acts ol 
war is saddled on the public 
purse.

The benevolent treatment ac- 
eoi-ded to Pan American is in 
harmony with the conscious pol
icy pursued by Washington in 
furtherance of its aim of world 
domination. Matthew Josephson 
says that “ America’s foreign air 
line monopoly was long subsidiz
ed by our government as our 
ChoSen Instrument, representing 
us politically and economically.”

Trippe himself, as the author 
says, regards Pan American as an 
“ American institution”  as “ the 
instrument of national policy.”  
“ Looking to tlie future, he fore
sees a great struggle — which 
must reach its climax at the com
ing peace conference — for ad
vantageous position in the com
merce of the world and in the 
carrying of the world’s passen
gers and merchandise by surface 
means and by air. But control 
of the a ir w ill be the strategic 
factor as control of the seas wras 
the strategic power in the world 
of yesterday.”

“ FREEDOM OF THE AIR ”
Just as the American capital

ists in general have become advo
cates of international free trade 
because with ‘free access to mar
kets their great wealth and pro
ductive capacity assure them 
commercial supremacy — so Pan 
American Airways and its Wash
ington fa iry  god-mother have be-

come proponents of “ freedom of 
the air,”  meaning freedom fo r the 
Pan American monopoly to out- 
race all its foreign competitors, 
especially the British a ir mono
polists, for control of the greater 
part of the world’s air-borne com
merce.

The British a ir monopolists, 
organized in British Imperial A ir
ways, are visibly perturbed by 
the growing pretensions of Pan 
American. An a ir conference held 
in London recently was reported 
to have drawn up plans fo r main
taining and strengthening the 
British hold on Empire a ir lines 
in face of the growing competi
tive threat from the American co
lossus. Secretary of State Cor
dell Hull was prompt in denying 
rumors that Washington had ac
quiesced in. much less endorsed, 
the British plan for a ir exclusiv
eness.

GROUNDS FOR ALARM
/

The alarm of he British air 
monopolists is well-grounded. Un
der the auspices of the Army and 
Navy A ir Transport Command, 
Pan American has opened an air 
route across Africa from  th,e 
coast of Liberia to Cairo and has 
acquired rights to a spur line 
from Liberia to Leopoldville in 
the Belgian Congo. From Cairo, 
the main trunk route now reaches 
Iran to link  up the system with 
southern Russia. Another fork 
runs to Karachi and Calcutta on 
the route to Chungking.

“ What is this, a m ilitary or a 
commercial operation?”  dismayed 
officials of Imperial Airways ask
ed in Cairo when Pan American 
and A ir Transport Command 
planes began operating the new 
routes through the heart of 
A frica and the Near East. 
Matthew Josephson does not dis
close the fact that the British 
imperialists, under stress of war 
needs, were compelled to yield to 
American a ir penetration of their 
aerial empire—and, what’s more, 
to fUrriish the bases fo r it.

American leases of British air 
bases, not only in Africa and the 
Near East but in many other 
parts of the world, including Au
stralia, New Zealand, India, Can
ada, Newfoundland, are sup
posed to lapse six months after 
the war. But on either side of 
thè Atlantic there are none so 
naive as to imagine that these 
valuable outposts of Wall Street's' 
imperialist expansion, which have 
cost more than a billion lend- 
lease dollars, w ill be ligh tly  re
linquished, contract ol- no con
tract. And if, after all, they must 
be given up, Pan American — as i

one of its officials declared belli
gerently — w ill build planes that 
w ill be able to f ly  past them to 
their destined goals.

MONOPOLY ROOTS
Pan American is not an orphan 

unable to make its way in the 
world alone. I t  has become an 
integral part of the vast s tru c 
ture of American capital which 
is bent on world' domination. It 
is a leading instrument of this 
policy. The stockholders’ list of 
Pan American has included such 
names as Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney, W illiam H. Vanderbilt, 
W. Averell Harriman, John Ham- 
bleton, Robert Lehman, Edward 
Stettinius.

Its  place in the fam ily of Amer
ican capitalism is depicted as fo l
lows by Matthew Josephson: “ A 
man who was fo r many years a 
vice-president and foreign repres
entative of the company has des
cribed the impression produced 
upon him by attendance at one of 
the firs t directors’ meetings. He 
had been called to New York to 
give a report on problems of fo r
eign promotion in various Latin 
American countries with whose 
commerce and politics he had had 
long experience. He relates: The 
company began in a siriall way; 
its paid-up capital at the time 
I joined it  was about $600,000. But 
when I  looked around that board- 
room there were seventeeri direc
tors at the table, and i t  amazed 
me to see who they were. The 
men in that room represented a 
combined wealth of a b o u t  
$850,000,000’ !”

AIR  IMPERIALISM
This is Pan American, big cap

ita lis t corporation, instrument of 
monopoly expansionist policy, 
which is prepared to compete 
w ith a ll comers fo r commercial 
a ir supremacy'. “ I  am informed,” 
says Matthew Josephson, “ that at 
the present day the d rift of 
thought ii\, certain high govern
ment and industrial circles is all 
toward air-imperialism and what 
some people call ‘realism’.”  Jo
sephson believes that the “ whole 
chaotic system of international 
aerial skullduggery, this clash of 
a ir imperialisms, must be elim
inated i f  we are to escape a new 
race of death, and reap the fu ll 
benefits of modern aeronautics 
fo r civilization.”

BUt how? I t  is the system of 
capitalism which breeds imperial
ist rivalries and they can be e li
minated only by abolishing capi
talism and setting up the rule of 
the working class on the road to 
socialism.

Roosevelt Continues Drive  
To In s titu te  Forced Labor

(Continued from page 1)

of the “ Work - or - F ight”  bill 
openly say that the enactment of 
the measure “ now depends on the 
active support of President Roose
velt.”  Since his d ra ft labor

against the British Trotskyists 
which culminated in the arrest of 
four leading members of the Rev
olutionary Communist Party, 
British section of the Fourth In 
ternational. A fu ll report oti the 
case appeared in the m id-April 
issue of the Socialist Appeal, of
ficial organ of the RCP.

Stanton refused to retreat from 
his principled position as a revo
lutionary socialist, although lie' 
was offered leniency in view of 
his good army record. He cour
ageously affirmed his Marxist 
views on the war and his sym
pathy with the Trotskyist pro
gram, but explained that he had 
discontinued his membership in 
the Trotskyist organization when 
he joined the army.

Socialist Appeal describes Stan
ton’s courtmartial amid the “ trap
pings of ceremony with which 
these courts dress themselves up,” 
surrounded entirely by polished 
buttons and fancy braid of offi
cers in full-dress and “ not a sin
gle soldier present from the regi
ment itself.”  The tria l judges 
were a major and two lieuten
ants, representing the reactionary 
officers caste.

The evidence used to convict 
Stanton was trumped-up testi
mony about statements he wds al
leged to have made in private 
conversations.

“ I t  appears that in the begin
ning of March two soldiers were 
called before the C. O. and asked 
about Stanton,”  Socialist Appeal 
reports. “ As a result of this in
terview thèse two soldiers testi
fied that on Dec. 29, 1943 they 
heard Private Stanton say that:

proposal, Roosevelt has remained 
in the background while his 
henchmen have c o n d u c t e d  
a persistent c a m p a i g n  for 
labor conscription. The latest 
Roosevelt aide to testify on be
half of the Work-or-Fight b ill 
was Donald Nelson, head of the

‘I f  the soldiers laid down their 
arms there would be no more 
war.’ Under cross-examination 
the witnesses (who at the tria l 
numbered three) were at variance 
on every other point. They could 
not even agree on the number of 
the hut in  which they had lived 
for weeks. But they were posi-, 
rive on only one point, and that 
was the alleged statement. Two 
months after the statement was 
made, these soldiers testified to 
having heard i t  after having seen 
the C. O. in  private.”

Stanton denied the statement 
attributed to him as being at var
iance with his own views as a 
Marxist. He explained his real 
views, which he admitted putting 
forward in discussions on every 
possible Occasion, “ that a work
ers government alone could 
end the present imperialist war. 
He sought to win over others to 
his viewpoint, and consistently 
warned against isolated adven
tures by small minorities. As a 
Marxian socialist he was opposed 
to pacifism which calls on thè sol
diers simply to lay down their 
arms. In France and Ita ly  the sol
diers had laid down their arms 
but they were not out . of 
the war. I t  was necessary for 
the soldiers, together with tfie 
workers, to overthrow the capital
ist class and the present govern
ment in order to end imperialism 
which alone causes war, and 
which caused this war in the 
struggle for markets.”

He further told the court that 
after the workers and soldiers 
took power “ we would not lay 
down our arms, but would defend 
the workers’ state from all at
tacks from inside and out. But

War Production Board. The 
Washington correspondent of 
Justice, W ill Allen, commenting 
on this fact, remarks: “ To find 
Nelson, therefore, testifying in 
favor of the Bailev-Brewster B ill 
is interpreted in Washington’s in
formed circles as the result of 
orders from the White House.”

In the same issue of Justice, 
June 1, W ill Allen supports the 
contention made repeatedly by 
The M ilitant, when he says: “ A ll 
supporters o f the labor d ra ft 
legislation are counting on the 
opening of the Western fron t to 
raise an emotional tidal wave in 
which the s till small voice of 
reason and common sense w ill be 
drowned and on which such 
legislation w ill be carried past 
all barriers. This was the ‘tim ing’ 
worked out by the political 
strategists in the War and Navy 
Departments.”  Just who are these 
“ political”  strategists that Allen 
refers to?

WALL ST. DEPUTIES
Newspaper columnist D r e w  

Pearson revealed recently that 
the Navy Department is honey
combed with Wall Street bankers 
and political deputies of the large 
financial interests. In fact, James 
Forrestal, now Secretary of the 
Navy, was, before being brought 
to Washington by Roosevelt, the 
president fo r more than five 
years of Dillon, Reade and Com-1 
pany, Wall Street firm of bankers 
and stockjobbers. He was known 
as one of Wall Street’s “ boy 
wonders.”

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of 
War, another strong advocate of 
a forced labor draft, was a Wall 
Street lawyer long connected w ith 
the banking fra tern ity  both by 
Wealth, service and fam ily con
nections. Together with such 
authoritative champions of Big 
Business as the N. Y. Times and 
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, the 
“ bankers-in-uniform* have been 
the most vigorous advocates of

the workers’ state would Issue 
appeals to the German workers 
to overthrow their own capital
ists and we in Britain would help 
them.”

BRITISH SOLDIER IMPRISONED 
FOR HIS TROTSKYIST VIEWS

(Continued from page 1)

labor conscription. The war has 
provided the dollar patriots with 
a pretext to destroy the dr- 
ganizations of labor, enslave the 
workers and regiment the entire 
nation in order to “ make the 
world safe”  for unbridled ex
ploitation by the high priests of 
finance capital.

Particularly in view of recent 
shutdowns of such key war plants 
as Brewsfer a ircraft l i t t l e  
credence is now given to the 
flim sy excuse, previously èfféred 
that a labor d ra ft was required 
in order to relieve a “ desperately 
acute”  manpower shortage. To 
compensate fo r the lack of any 
plausible justification fo r labor 
conscription, the brass hats have 
fallen back on the legend that the 
“ boys in the foxholes and jungle”  
are demanding such legislation.

Admiral Catch, under the' 
prompting of Forrestal, expressed 
the view that unless a forced 
labor law was adopted, “ I fear the 
resentment of fighting men 
against the men at home who are 
getting ten times as much pay.”

When the brass hats originally 
raised this issue during the of
ficial ballyhoo which accompanied 
Roosevelt’s in itia l proposal for 
labor conscription, Senator Edwin 
C. Johnson of Colorado, exploded 
this fable by demanding to know 
when the heads of the Army and 
Navy Departments “ would start 
fighting the war and stop try ing 
to ‘Prussianize’ the American 
people?”  And then added, “ They 
say the boys in the fox holes and 
jUrigle demand labor conscription. 
Be not deceived. No boy in the 
slime and mud of the jungle 
wants his father, his mother, or 
his sister kicked around like dogs 
by bungling Washington bureau
crats.”

In order to allay opposition to 
the “ Work-or-Fight”  bill, as well 
as to the equally vicioUs Austin- 
Wadsworth national service act 
Warren Austin, co-author of the 
equally vicious Austih-Wadsworth 
national service act has proposed 
that spokesmen fo r labor, man
agement and Government agencies 
be summoned to a conference to 
work out a compromise measure 
that would be acceptable to all. 
The proposal to conscript labor 
is a dagger aimed at the heart 
of the labor movement. The fight 
agaitist labor conscription is the 
fight for the preservation of the 
organizations and institutions of 
the working class.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JUNE 2, 1934
TOLEDO—The famous Auto-Lite strike which won the f irs t  strong

hold fo r the auto unions of America, was brought to a victorious 
finish after a b itter six-day battle. This inspiring struggle paved 
the way for the organization of the auto workers firs t in Ohio 
and Michigan and then nationally. TJiis was the second strike 
called by the union within five months’ in the struggle for union 
recognition, better working conditions, a 20 percent increase in 
wages, and other demands. Under the m ilitant leadership of the 
Toledo m ilitants of the American Workers Party (which soon 
afterward fused with the Trotskyist Communist League), the 
workers fo r the first time defied a court injunction by mass ac
tion. 68 Toledo unions voted to call a general strike in support of 
the Auto-Lite workers, a fter thugs, special police, company 
guards, and National Guardsmen united in the assault on the 
workers. The m ilitant Unemployed League joined the strikers 
on the picket line, playing a leading role in the struggle and 
demonstrating the importance to the labor movement of unity 
between the workers and the unemployed.

Expressions of solidarity came from other parts o f the 
country, as the significance of the strike became known. In 
New York, a united fron t meeting called to protest the Toledo 
police reign of terror included delegates from the Communist 
League, the Socialist Party, the American Workers Party, the 
I ’WW and other tendencies w ithin the working class movements 
with the exception of the traitorous Stalinists.

MINNEAPOLIS'—The General Drivers Strike, a landmark in the 
history of American labor, was settled w ith key gains fo r the 
union, including union recognition, unconditional reinstatement 
of all strikers, and an agreement to arbitrate the demands on 
wages and hours. A t strike headquarters, the union leaders, in 
cluding Carl Skoglund and Vincent R. Dunne, were cheered by 
the membership as they called fo r continued militancy and 
vigilance, to guard the union’s conquests.

In the historic “ Battle of Deputies’ Run”  at the Minnea
polis City Market on Tuesday, May 22, 1934, the workers w ith 
splendid organization^ and unforgettable courage, turned the 
police attack into a rout. Cops and deputies, armed w ith  sawed- 
o ff shotguns and vomiting gas, dropped their weapons and ran 
fo r cover as the pickets, aided by reinforcements sent from 
strike headquarters, held the market place.

The dramatic battle which climaxed the strike, proved once 
more the value of organized leadership of the workers’ strug
gles. The strike headquarters despatched fly ing  squads of pickets 
at the very moment they were needed, kept skeleton crews of 
pickets at other points, rendered f irs t  aid to the injured, pro
vided hot food fo r the strikers and their families, took care, 
of every emergency as i t  arose, so that the morale of the work
ers and their wives remained at the same high point during 
the entire struggle. To break through the conspiracy of silence 
of the capitalist press, the women’s auxiliary was assigned the 
task of leading a mass demonstration on the mayor’s office; 
thousands of workers who followed them, were addressed from 
the steps of the city hall by a member of the auxiliary.

Out of the victorious struggle, came immediate gains fo r 
the union, paving the way fo r greater gains in the future. 
Tremendous prestige accrued to the Trotskyist leaders o f the 
strike who worked w ith such untiring  devotion and skill to en
trench the union movement in  the formerly open-shop town of 
Minneapolis.

. - I

Cannon Analyzes 1934 
Minn. Strikes In F. I.

The May issue of Fourth In 
ternational, features “ May Day 
1944,”  in commemoration of the 
international holiday of the work
ing class. Beginning w ith a survey 
of the political scene on a world
wide scale, Ralph Graham in this 
article points out the role of all 
current political groups, and 
draws the perspectives fo r the 
Trotskyist movement; “ to speed 
the consolidation and growth of 
the genuine revolutionary parties”  
as the day of socialist upheavals 
draws closer in Europe and the

One of the Disputes 
At Teheran

The Saturday Everting Post 
has published two articles on 
“ What Really Happened at 
Teheran,”  w fitte ij by Forrest 
Davis, the Washington editor, 
who frequently is used by the 
Roosevelt administration as a 
conveyor fo r tid-bits of news 
which cannot, for diplomatic or 
other reasons, be given out of
ficially.

Davis reveals the following 
interesting passage - at - arms 
between Roosevelt and Church
i l l  which occurred in connec
tion with a discussion of Car
ibbean bases leased from B rit
ain by the U.S.

This discussion, says Davis, 
“ led to an entertaining disput
ation. Newfoundland was men
tioned, the prime minister ob
serving Britain never would 
relinquish Newfoundland w ill
ingly, it  being the oldest 
crown colony. Mr. Roosevelt 
challenged the designation. 
Nettled, Mr. Churchill replied, 
‘ I never heard a more prepos
terous statement; of course, 
Newfoundland is a crown col- 
only. I  ought to know; i t ’s 
part of my government.’ Mr. 
Roosevelt declined to give 
ground. ‘I t ’s not a crown col
ony,’ he countered: ‘it ’s a 
crown colony in bankruptcy. 
There’s a difference’.”

Having already become less
ees of a base in “ bankrupt”  
Newfoundland, the American 
monopolists now seem to aim 
at becoming the receivers in 
bankruptcy and—who knows? 
perhaps even the beneficiaries 
in receivership.

colonies, spurred by ' the war
weariness of the masses and their 
growing understanding of the 
reactionary war aims of Anglo- 
American coalition.

Of particular interest for those 
class-conscious workers just be
ginning to think in terms of the 
revolutionary movement, is “ The 
Great Minneapolis Strikes,”  the 
eighth^ chapter of James P. Can
non’s forthcoming book, The His
tory of American Trotskyism. In 
this chapter, Cannon vividly 
describes the historic strikes led 
by the Trotskyists in Minneap- ' 
olis, and draws their lessons; the 
necessity fo r integration of the 
revolutionary vanguard in the 
mass organizations of the work
ers; the importance of long, care
fu l planning before strike action 
is taken; the role of the strikers’ 
wives who fought shoulder-to- 
shoulder w ith their husbands; the 
aid sent by other unions; the 
high morale maintained by the 
printing of a daily strike paper; 
above all, the importance of 
bringing to the economic strug
gles of the trade unions, the 
political experience and under
standing of the revolutionists.

Thé Review of the Month in
cludes analyses of such significant 
recent developments as the Com
munist Party participation in the 
Badoglio cabinet, the Allied plans 
fo r control of Europe as the 
invasion approaches, and the 
lessons American workers must 
draw from the Montgomery Ward 
case.

Other features include the 
resolution on War and M ilita ry  
Policy adopted by the Revolu
tionary Communist Party of 
England at its recent fusion con
ference, and a book review by 
Harry Frankel of Leon Trotsky’s 
“ Tlie New Course,”  to which 
Shachtman has appended his re
visionist essay.

The series of articles by 
Trotsky on m ilita ry theoretical 
subjects, is concluded in this 
issue’s Arsenal of Marxism w ith 
the publication’ of Trotsky’s re
port and speeches delivered at 
the conference of m ilita ry dele
gates to the Eleventh Congress 
of the Russian Communist Party 
on A pril 1, 1922.

Readers of The M ilitan t who 
have not yet subscribed to the 
Fourth International, w ill find 
this issue an excellent introduc
tion. Single copies are 20c; yearly 
subscription $2. Order from’’ 
Business Manager, 116 Univer
sity Place, N. Y. 3, N. Y.
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers., financed 

by tbe governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officer»’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
onions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2. T rade union wages fo r  all workers 
drafted into the arm y.

5. F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in tbe armed 
forces and the war industries— Down  
with Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation o f a ll war profits. Expro
priation  o f all war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . A rising scale o f wages to meet the  
rising cost o f living.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern
ment.

9 . The  defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im peria lis t attack.

No-Strike Pledge
Three months have elapsed since the Interna

tional Executive Board of the UAW adopted a res
olution reaffirming its unconditional no-strike 
pledge and threatening drastic penalties against lo-, 
cal unions and members who engage in “ unauthor
ized”  strikes. Instead of allaying the evil o f wide
spread contract violations, this policy of uncondi
tional surrender unleashed a tempest of unbridled 
company provocation.

Despite the proven bankruptcy of their policy, 
the top UAW officials persisted in their false course 
to the point of uniting with the corporations in 
“ disciplining”  the victims of company provoca
tion. Once embarked on that road the union bureau
crats abandoned all restraint in applying punitive 
measures to those members and locals who fought 
to defend their rights against the insolent auto 
barons. The latest incident is the removal of the 
elected officials of Chrysler Local 490 and the ap
pointment of Leo Lamott as "administrator”  over 
the local. Adding insult to injury, Lamott, despis
ed Stalinist stooge, hated by the Chrysler workers 
fo r denouncing their strike last year in the capital
ist press, is arb itrarily  imposed on Local 490 as 
dictator-receiver responsible only to his cronies on 
the executive board.

The demand for the unqualified adherence to 
the unconditional no-strike pledge has inescapably 
led to a series of steps in bureaucratizing the union. 
In tracing the evolution of the Thomas-Reuther- 
Addes-Frankensteen clique, The M ilitan t, March 
25. 1944, said: “ In their fight to preserve the 
UAW as a progressive organization that repre
sent/; the interests of the auto workers, the rank 
and file m ilitants must reckon' with the fact that 
their top leadership stands on the side o f the cor
porations and their political agents in Washing
ton. No longer able to gain voluntary support for 
a policy that is false and fatal for the union, the 
labor skates seek to force adherence to their poli
cies by collaborating with the corporations in purg
ing those militants “who resist.”

We followed this analysis with a warning that 
is still va lid : “ These circumstances must determine 
the tactics to be followed by the union militants 
who constitute the active, conscious core of the 
UAW. Sporadic outbursts o f indignation induced 
by the insolence of the employers and the bureau
cratic action of the top officials, while understand
able, are. largely ineffective. The danger in such

outbursts is that they w ill lead only to the victim 
ization of the militants and their elimination from 
organized contact with the mass of union members. 
Instead of dissipating t’heir strength and numbers 
in isolated forays, the militants must mobilize their 
forces for the impending showdown with the cor
porations and the labor bureaucrats.”

The process of bureaucratic degeneration, of de
priving the members of their democratic rights, is 
not peculiar to the UAW alone. In fact, Thomas 
and Co. are following a pattern previously estab
lished by Sherman Dalrymple, head o f the United 
Rubber Workers. Dalrymple, also in the name of 
the no-strike pledge, engaged in wholesale expul
sions of militants in the URW, removing elected 
local officers and appointing "administrators”  to 
rule in the name of the executive board. The rub
ber workers have fought, and are fighting, to wrest 
their union from the bureaucratic clutches of Dal
rymple and his henchmen on the General Execu
tive Board.

More recently the bureaucratic plague spread 
to the United Steel Workers when the Internation
al Executive Board suspended five officers and sev
en grievance committee members of Local 1519, 
Cleveland, Ohio, for violating the no-strike pledge. 
Philip Murray, following the precedent established 
by .Dalrymple— and Thomas— appointed a receiv
er to take over the affairs o f the local. Reporting 
this action, the Cleveland Plain Dealer approving
ly observed: “ The move was seen as part o f the 
recent effort by CIO unions to take stronger meas
ures to implement the no-strike pledge.”  The un
conditional no-strike pledge is thus being used 
as a noose with which to strangle the internal dem
ocracy of the unions.

In the April 1 issue of The M ilitan t we pointed 
out : “ The danger exists throughout the CIO unions. 
I f  the militants in auto now take the initiative in 
halting this fink  drive o f the top bureaucrats, they 
w ill find support and backing in the rubber union, 
the steel union and in numerous other sections of 
the CIO. The bureaucrats cannot be fought by iso
lated sporadic flareups and departmental strikes. 
These very often play into the hands of the cor
porations and labor fakers. What is necessary now 
is to organize the leading local unions in auto, 
rubber and steel behind a fighting program and 
then wage a fight for the program.”

The struggle for internal union democracy can
not be divorced from the fight against the no
strike pledge. By tradition and influence as well 
as by its commanding position in the CIO the 
UAW is best fitted to take the leadership in this 
struggle. A number of powerful UAW locals are 
already on record demanding the revocation of 
the no-strike pledge. The eyes of the entire labor 
movement w ill be on the coming UAW convention. 
The militants must mobilize their forces around a 
program that meets the needs of the membership. 
Such a program should include:

(1) The preservation, extension and safeguard
ing of the democratic rights of the membership. 
Uncompromising opposition to any union official 
combining with thé bosses to victimize the workers. 
Against the system of bureaucratic expulsions of 
members or the arbitrary removal of elected local 
officials! (2) Rescind the unconditional no-strike 
pledge. Rearm the union with its most effective 
weapon for resisting the provocation of the employ
ers, for enforcing the union contracts and for pre
serving the union against attack by its enemies. 
(3) For an Independent Labor Party. Put an end 
to company unionism on the political field by 
breaking decisively with the political parties con
trolled by the corporations.

3,149 New Readers
W ith characteristic devotion, discipline and ener

gy, the members and sympathizers of the Socialist 
Workers Party have already topped the quota in 
the campaign for 3,000 new ‘M ilitan t’ subscribers 
— since April 1 our paper has gained 3,149 new 
readers, with five more weeks to go before the ac
tual close of the campaign.

In this splendid achievement, the Trotskyists 
once more demonstrate the meaning of a Bolshevik 
party in action. A ll the blows o f the capitalist class 
enemy have failed to impair the morale, the vigor 
and growth of the Trotskyist movement.

A ll the reports from the SWP branches and dis
tribution agents testify to the political awakening 
that has begun to manifest itself among the work
ers. They are not the dull clods and supine slaves 
the bosses and their agents would like to make them 
appear. No, these American workers who have 
fought giant union battles and bu ilt the mightiest 
union organizations in a brief ten years, w ill never 
return again to their old status— under a “ post-war”  
order that Wall Street schemes.

The war has not failed to leave its marks and 
scars on the working class. But they are at the 
same time being shocked into a new awareness of 
the shabby pretenses o f “ democratic”  profiteers 
and war lords. Their dissatisfaction has deep roots, 
and they are seeking fundamental answers. No 
other organization, no other program, can give a 
correct solution save that o f Trotskyism.

L.enin once wrote that "wars, with all their hor
rors and'm¡series, have this more or less beneficial 
result, that they mercilessly reveal, unmask and 
destroy much that is rotten, obsolete and dead 
matter in human institutions.”  The war is now 
unveiling before greater and greater numbers the 
true meaning of capitalism. We feel confident that 
in the months to come many thousands more w ill 
swell the ranks of the 3,149 new readers o f The 
M ilitan t.

FREE THE 18!

Carl Skoglund, Vincent R. Dunne and Max Geld- 
man, three of the 18 Trotskyist class-war pris
oners, in recent weeks celebrated their birthdays 
in Roosevelt’s “ democratic”  penitentiary at Sand
stone, Minnesota. On this occasion The M ilitant 
extends felicitations expressing the respect, ad
miration and well-wishes of thousands of m ili
tant unionists and class-conscious workers. This, 
we are sure, w ill be among the most welcome gifts 
they might receive.

CARL SKOGLUND, that grand veteran prole
tarian warrior, was born 60 years ago in Sweden. 
In 1911 he came to America, where, as building 
tradesman, lumberman, fireman, janitor, railroad 
worker, coal driver, mechanic, he has never ceased 
to raise the rally ing cry of labor, “ Organize!”  
His qualities of leadership, courage, single-mind
ed devotion to labor, have been recognized by his 
fellow workers, who many times elected him to 
union posts, the last being the presidency of Min
neapolis Teamstprs Local 644. When Roosevelt’s 
Minneapolis prosecution began, he was arrested 
by the FBI and held fo r deportation. But he was 
told the action against him might be “ reconsid
ered”  i f  he would testify fo r the government. He 
rejected the offer w ith contempt and marched to 
prison w ith  his fellow-workers and comrades.

VINCENT R. DUNNE, now 55 years old, is 
one of the great labor leaders to come out of 
the Northwest. His career goes back to the his
toric strikes and free-speech fights of the IWW 
in 1906-08. He gained national prominence in 
1934 when together with his brothers, Grant and 
Miles, he became a leader of the historic drivers

strikes which made Minneapolis a union town. He 
was one of the f irs t  to ra lly  to the banner of 
Bolshevism after the October Revolution, re
maining loyal to its principles ever since. A  found-

CARL VINCENT R. MAX
SKOGLUND DUNNE GELDMAN

ing member of the Trotskyist movement in  Amer
ica, he held the post of National Labor Secretary 
of the Socialist Workers Party when he went to 
prison.

MAX GELDMAN was born in a Warsaw, Po
land, ghetto in 1905. From his early youth in this 
country he was an active fighter fo r socialism 
in the ranks of the Communist Party. W ith  the 
degeneration of that party, he joined the Trotsky
ist movement, and during the years of the de
pression became a leader of the unemployed 
struggles in Minnesota. Because of his m ilitant 
leadership in the 1939 Minneapolis WPA strike, 
he was arrested on a frameup charge and im
prisoned in Sandstone penitentiary, where he is 
now confined fo r the second time fo r his loyalty 
to labor.

“ W ar Emergency”  Is  P retext 
F o r Child Labor E xp lo ita tion

By Ruth Johnson
Not since the heyday o f the 

sweatshop at the turn of the 
century, has there been so great 
a number of child toilers. Last 
summer, five million youngsters 
were given temporary work per
mits for the vacation period; 
at its close, two million remain
ed permanently in the labor 
force. This year, with the 
mounting cost of living, an even 
larger number of children and 
adolescents w ill be compelled to 
find summer jobs, and to retain 
those jobs when the schools re
open in September.

The social workers’ excuse fo r 
wartime child labor, that “ tre
mendous wages are proving an 
irresistible attraction fo r chil
dren,”  is a bare-faced lie. A  De
partment of Labor report of con
ditions in Baltimore, proves that 
last summer, the weekly average 
rate of pay fo r boys was $14.68' 
—the rate fo r girls, $13.98. Only 
lire  necessity drives parents to 
oermit their children to slave in 
factories and fields fo r wages so 
miserly. A rising scale of wages 
to meet the rising cost of living, 
would end the terrible financial 
pressure on the working class 
which forces i t  to sell its chil
dren’s future to assure the fam
ily  of bread today.

The labor officialdom, however, 
is committed to a policy that de
prives the workers of their most 
effective weapon — the strike — 
for obtaining the necessary wage 
increases. The labor press has 
virtua lly  ignored this growing 
menace to one of the most im
portant social gains won by the 
labor movement through th irty  
years of struggle. Not so the 
bosses, who, under the patriotic 
cover of wartime emergency, 
have been working, both openly 
in legislative lobbies, and covert

ly in their industrial enterprises, 
to nullify and violate legislation 
passed to give some protection 
to the health and educational op
portunities of minors. The reac
tionary C o n g r e s s ,  in the 
same five-year period that has 
seen a trebling of the child la
bor force, has cut appropriations 
fo r investigation of violations by 
one-third. The few ■ thousand 
cases which are exposed by a ske
leton crew of social workers w ith
in the Department of Labor, are 
but an insignificant.portion of the 
total number of violations known 
to exist.
> Leading the assault against 

America’s youth are the greedy 
agricultural overlords who have 
for years exploited the children of 
'migratory workers in the giant In
dustrial farms of the West and 
South. The Canners’ Associations 
have requested that child labor 
provisions of the Federal Wage- 
Hours Act be relaxed, to permit 
employment in the canneries at 
the age of 14. D ried-fru it growers 
in  California, closely tied to the 
cannery barons, have petitioned 
for exemption of their industry 
from provisions of the same Act. 
A b ill has been introduced in  
Congress which, i f  "passed, w ill 
permit children to leave school 
and work in the sugar-cane fields, 
for the duration of the war.

According to The Child, Nor. 
1943, official monthly bulletin of 
the Children’s Bureau of the U.S. 
Department of Labor, last year 27 
state legislatures passed 54 acts 
which “ included some backward 
steps”  in the protection of chil
dren; “ In addition, two of these 
states and one other issued. . . 14 
administrative orders w h i  g h 
brought about relaxations”  of ex
isting regulations.

What the Department of Labor 
nonchalantly calls “ backward 
steps” and “ relaxations” can be 
gauged by such facts as: In 
Delaware, children of 14 are now 
permitted to work until midnight;

Florida has reduced the minimum 
age in  some occupations to 14, 
and even 12 for work outside of 
school hours. Utah has passed one 
of the most vicious provisions 
known in many years, permitting 
girls over 16 to work “ in smelters 
and in mines ‘at other than tin 
derground work” ’—botli categories 
of labor so dangerous to health 
that previously they were pro 
liibited for all female workers.

In 1943, the Children’s Bureau 
—granted 8c. per employed child 
to investigate violations of exist
ing laws—uncovered 4,567 cases 
of illegal employment, 800 of them 
involving youngsters under 14. In 
a logging camp, boys of 8, 9, and 
10 years were working as wood 
choppers, one of the most hazard 
ous occupations even for trained 
adults. In canning factories, chit 
dren as young as 8 years of age 
were found peeling, cutting, p it
ting and coring fru its and vege 
tables, heading shrimps, shucking 
oysters, and, so forth.

Other violations were exposed 
by compensation suits, parti 
cularly in New York, which re 
ported 100 percent more pay 
ments of compensation to injured 
illegally hired children in 1943 
than in 1942. So grave is the 
situation that Mrs. Gertrude 
Zimand, general secretary of the 
National Child Labor Committee 
warned, “ too many (children) are 
working after school hours, far 
into the night, with resulting in 
ju ry to their health and school 
work; too many very young chil 
dren are being employed.”

Only the pressure of an aroused 
trade union movement can halt 
the steady encroachment on the 
youth and win back the safe
guards wrung from the capital
ists through decades of struggle, 
and extend those safeguards until 
every boy and g ir l in the nation 
is free from the danger of early 
exploitation, w ith its attending 
dangers of stunted growth, crip
pled bodies, dulled minds.

International Notes
USSR

A recent issue of the Informa
tion Bulletin issued by the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington reports 
steps that have been taken to 
establish in Moscow a theological 
institute as a branch of the Rus
sian Orthodox Church which, with 
the benevolent aid of the Stalinist 
ruling caste, is beginning to flour
ish on Soviet soil as i t  once did 
in the empire of the Czars.

Tuition in the institute, says the 
Bulletin, w ill be free of charge. 
Free secular education, the right 
of every child to attend school up 
to and including the university, 
was established by the October 
Revolution and was counted 
among its greatest social gains. 
Stalin wiped this out some time 
ago, decreeing that only “ deserv
ing”  children should enjoy the 
advantages of free high school 
and university schooling.

Thus the only free “ higher” 
learning in the USSR w ill be the 
reactionary theocratic mysticism 
dispensed by the church, fo r even 
the Suvorov .-military schools, 
supposedly free, ^tre in reality 
open only to the children of the 
ruling bureaucratic caste.

Lacking any solid social base 
among the Soviet workers and 
peasants, the Stalin regime leans 
more and more heavily on the

resurrected caste of m ilita ry of
ficers and upon the Holy Church, 
which Stalin now supports and 
sustains in order that it, in turn 
may serve as a support fo r his 
reactionary regime. In line with 
this policy, the Soviet Embassy’s 
Information Bulletin slobbered— 
like the Moscow press—over the 
Patriarch Sergius, who died last 
month, declaring that he “ em
bodied the finest tra its of the 
great Russian churchmen and 
patriots.”

For Sergius’ successor, the 
acting Patriarch Alexei, there is

tion and degeneration of the 
Soviet regime under the rule of 
the bureaucracy and indicates the 
distance i t  has traveled from the 
concepts and practices of its 
great revolutionary founders, 
Lenin and Trotsky.

IRELAND
A smashing victory fo r 40,000 

striking workers in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, is reported in 
the April 22 issue of the New 
Leader, organ of the British 
Independent Labor Party. Ship
yard workers to the number of

more fulsome praise. And Alexei,: some 20.000 struck in February 
rendering tribute to the sinister to press their demand fo r a new 
dictator in the Kremlin as his time' rate of three shillings an 
predecessors had done to the 
Czars, wrote a letter to Stalin in 
which he described the la tter as 
the “ God-appointed leader of the 
peoples of our great union.”

A hundred years ago Marx 
attacked religious mysticism as

hour. Weeks later, five shop 
stewards were arrested and 
sentenced to three months’ hard 
lahor for their part in the strike.

Fighting this policy of vic
timization, the shipyard workers 
demanded immediate release of

the “ opium of the people.”  The (he five and went, out on strike 
Soviet government which arose I again when
from the October revolution 
rigorously separated the church 
from the state and opened a cam
paign to free the minds of the 
masses from the evil influences 
of all forms of obscurantism.

The revival of organized re li
gion under Stalin’s patronage 
gives the measure of the corrup-

the demand was 
rejected by the government. 
T w e n t y  thousand additional 
workers in various industries 
downed tools in solidarity, making 
a total of 40,000 on strike.

This splendid demonstration of 
working class militancy forced 
the government to release the 
five stewards on A p ril 7.

Trying to Halt Cartel 
Menace With Mere Words

Proposed federal legislation to halt monopoly prac
tices, / particularly the international cartel connec
tions of Big Business, resembles an attempt to sweep 
back the ocean tide w ith  a broom.

Senator Joseph O’Mahoney, of Wyoming, who has 
been making a big hullabaloo about the evils o f car
tels, is now hdlding hearings through the Senate 
Judiciary Subcommittee, which he heads, on a b ill 
requiring corporations to lis t w ith the Justice Depart
ment any foreign contracts they hold that may be in 
restraint of trade.

This bill does not envisage ha’ting such ’practices, 
but merely, in the words of O’Mahoney, would en
deavor to “ remove the veil of secrecy from interna
tional contracts fo r the restriction of production, the 
fix ing  of prices, the allocation of trade territo ry, or 
the manipulation of patents, trade marks, and cor
porate agreements, the existence o f which in  world 
trade has long been known.”

The worthy Senator must himself undoubtedly ap
preciate the fantasy of a proposal to fig h t the all- 
powerful cartels by asking them to publicize practices 
which have “ long been known.”

O’Mahoney himself admits his b ill “ does not pro
hib it the organization of cartels, as many students 
of this problem m ight suggest. This is a very modest 
proposal. . . on the theory. . . that a requirement fo r  
the disclosure of commercial contracts which call fo r  
monopolistic practices would be an effective deterrent 
to the making of such contracts.”

What a “ deterrent”  i t  would be is indicated by the 
fact that the firs t witness who w ill speak in favor of 
the b ill is Ralph Gallagher of Standard Oil of New 
Jersey. This corporate giant has maintained fo r de
cades some of the most far-reaching cartel agreements 
ever devised, and is merely waiting fo r an end of 
m ilita ry operations to resume in fu ll its connections 
with the German, Japanese and British oil and chem
ical cartels.

Since the government has made a farce of enforce
ment of existing anti-trust laws, the monopolies have 
no fear that the proposed “ very modest”  b ill would 
be any more effectively enforced.

Why Workers Cannot Buy 
Needed Cheap Clothing

Workers of the Dodge forge plant in Detroit were 
only narrowly prevented from strik ing when they 
were compelled to handle five-ton hammers w ith bare 
hands and flim sy improvised gloves. In  the Delco 
battery plant at Muncie, Ind., a 30-minute shut down 
occurred recently when the workers were unable to 
secure the clothes necessary to protect them from 
battery acids, *

These recent incidents highlight the scarcity of 
cheap work clothes resulting from the policies of 
the textile mpiiufacturers aided by the War Produc
tion Board, who refuse to make low-cost consumers 
items in order to realize greater profits.

The Labor Policy Committee of the Office of Price 
Administration only recently complained that “ delib
erate curtailment of low-cost goods is the manufac
turers equivalent of strikes. In every case the pat
tern is the same'. Manufacturers of low-cost textiles 
that go into these garments reduce production and de
mand that price ceilings be raised. WPB obligingly 
submits to the holdup, in spite of the fact that textile  
manufacturers are making ten times their peacetime 
profits.”

But! “ In every case, "however, the WPB has pro
ceeded to release manufacturers one by one from  this 
production requirement after the price increase has 
been granted.”

International Bankers 
__Never Skip A Dividend '

While millions of workers and peasants in uniform  
are slaughtering each other, no clouds of war dark
ened the chambers where the chairman of: the Board 
of Directors and the executive officers of the Bank 
of International Settlement at Basle, Switzerland, 
on May 22 engaged in the pleasant chore of counting 
up the proxy votes from the leading banking corpo
rations of America, Great Britain, Germany, Japan, 
Ita ly, France, Holland, Belgium, and Sweden and cut 
themselves another dividend melon.

What harmony reigns amidst the international fi
nancial vultures of capitalism as they divvy up their 
blood-coined profits drawn w ith icy im partia lity  from 
the wounded and dead of all the warring countries! 
As the United Press dispatch noted: “ W ith last year’s 
business closed, the American, French, German, Ita l-  
ian and Dutch executives of the bank now face an
other year of daily meetings. A ll the executives. . . 
have a tacit agreement that politics and war w ill 
never be discussed while they carry on the bank ac
tivities. General Manager and President o f the BIS 
is the American representative, Thomas H. McKit- 
trick. His colleagues include a German, a French
man, an Ita lian and a Dutchman. . . Since the out
break of the war in 1939, these men have been sitting  
side by side each morning, w ith  discussions limited 
strictly to financial problems.”

“ Financial problems”  make all capitalists kin!
And what reassurances could come from Basle more 

pleasant to the men dying in the mud-holes, to the 
women and children of Europe as the bombs shriek 
down, to the workers draining out their lives over the 
pounding machines, than the news that this amity 
which takes no note of battle lines or national bound
aries w ill continue!

“ I t  naturally needs a considerable amount of tact 
on behalf of every one of us, but up to now we’ve 
been getting along nicely and expect to do so in the 
future.”  M cKittrick told the press. “ The bank’s an
nual meeting has dwindled during the past five years,”  
M cKittrick sadly observed, but “ we keep the machine 
ticking, however, because when the armistice comes 
the form erly hostile powers w ill need an efficient 
instrument such as the BIS.”

Above all, international capitalism must have an 
“ efficient instrument”  at all times, in war and in 
peace, so that profits unending w ill continue to pour 
into the coffers of the benevolent plutocratic fra te r
n ity  whose representatives s it together in  Switzerland,


