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Over 100 Mobsters Stage Vigilante Attacks 
On Seattle Forums of the American Friends

Special to The M ilitan t
SEATTLE, Wash. —  Failing as yet to arouse any response 

to  their Iynch-incitation and slander campaign against the T ro t
skyists and other labor militants, the Stalinists here during the 
past few days have been giving open practical demonstrations 
o f the type of hoodlum terrorism they have been seeking un
successfully to evoke in the labor movement against their work
ing class political opponents.

West Coast labor and pro- ~ 
gressive circles were shocked 
last week when the Stalinists 
here, in a fashion reminiscent 
o f H itle r’s storm-troopers and 
the anti-labor American Legion 
gangs after the last war, invaded 
and broke up two lecture meet
ings o f a series being sponsored 
by the Institute of International 
Relations under the auspices of 
the American Friends (Quakers)
Service Committee. The scene of 
this vigilante gangsterism was 
the P i l g r i m  Congregational 
Church.

Sharp denunciation of the 
Stalinist hooliganism has already 
been issued by important sections 
o f the labor movement here. Two 
big lodges of the A F L  Machin
ists, Locals 289 and 79, have 
adopted resolutions of condem
nation. Local 79’s statement 
specifically repudiated its own 
vice -(president, the Stalinist 
Glenn Kinney, who helped lead 
the attack on the Quaker lecture 
series. The powerful AFL Boiler
maker's Local 101 issued in its 
official organ a denunciation of 
Stalinist mob action. A commit
tee o f prominent liberals and 
church leaders has issued a 
sim ilar statement.

The climax of the Stalinist 
gang terror occured on the even
ing of June 22, when a band of 
over 100 Stalinists, led by several 
of their most prominent local 
leaders, shouted and yelled to 
break up the meeting and prevent 
the scheduled speaker from ta lk
ing, and then marched up to the 
platform during a five-minute 
prayer service, muscled aside the 
chairman and speakers and seized 
the platform and microphone.
On two previous evenings, meet
ings were sim ilarly disrupted by 
organized heckling, cat-calling 
and the shouting of invectives at 
the Quaker chairman and speak
ers.

These violent actions were 
preceded and accompanied by the 
typical Stalinist slander cam
paign in their local gutter-press,

The New World, which had 
demanded the banning of the 
lecture series, sim ilar to those 
held by the Institute fo r the past 
13 years in leading American 
universities, because several of 
the lecturers were religious 
pacifists, liberal pacifists or 
working class political opponents 
of Stalinism. These were all in
discriminately labeled “ Trotsky- 
ites”  and falsely smeared as “ H it
ler agents.”

Prior to the opening of the 
lecture series, the Communist 
(Stalinist) Political Association 
sent abusive and threatening 
letters to A rthur Barnett, chair
man of the local Quaker war re
lie f committee, openly declaring 
it  would do all it  could to prevent 
the meetings. The Washington 
state Stalinist organization also 
sent a letter to Mayor Devlin and 
the C ity Council demanding that 
the city officials “ investigate 
thoroughly the program and aims 
of this institute and the content 
of the speeches of the faculty 
members.”  Getting no response to 
this incitation to Gestapo sup
pression of free speech and 
democratic rights, the Stalinists 
then decided to undertake their 
own vigilante action.

On Monday evening, June 19, 
they made the opening wedge fo r 
their subsequent mob terror. They 
put forward a returned Stalinist 
veteran, who secured the floor fo r 
the purpose of making a five- 
minute bond-selling talk. A t this 
firs t meeting, the Stalinists 
limited themselves to disruptive 
heckling.

GRTEATER FORCE
The Stalinists invaded the Tues

day night meeting in greater 
force. This time they made their 
presence known by organized 
heckling and shouting of slander
ous imprecations against the labor 
speaker, K. Eby, CIO assistant 
director of research and education, 
a guest lecturer. Under the

(Continued on page 4)

CRDC Petitions 
To Free Eighteen 
Signed by 9,000

Evidencing t h e  widespread 
support in the campaign to se
cure the liberation of the 18 Min
neapolis Labor Case prisoners, 
railroaded to ja il under the in
famous Smith “ Gag”  Act, the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee 
reported this week that more than 
9,000 individual signatures have 
been obtained on petitions to 
President Roosevelt calling for 
pardons for the 18.

A total of 10.000 signatures is 
the goal of the CRDC in the peti
tion campaign, which has been 
extended to July 31. The nation
al CRDC office asks all local com
mittees to step up their activ
ities in the remaining weeks in 
order to insure that the signature 
campaign goes over the top.

Local CRDC committees with 
the best records in obtaining sig
natures are: New York, 2,500; 
Chicago, 1,290; Buffalo, 960; Se
attle, 800; Twin Cities, 700; De
tro it, 700; Newark, 730; San 
Francisco, 500.

LOCAL UNIONS
Memberships of many local 

unions and other organizations 
throughout the country have also 
signed petitions. Among them 
are: United Steel Workers, CIO, 
Local 2601, Lackawanna, N. Y.; 
ILG W U-AFL Local 155, 9 and 
10, N. Y.; ILGWU Shop Chair
men, N. Y.; Brewers Local 7, San 
Francisco, Cal.; Brewers Local 4, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Brewster Local 
365-, UAW-CIO, N. Y.; American 
Car and Foundry, United Steel 
Workers, CIO, Local 2551, Buf
falo, N. Y.; Amalgamated Cloth
ing  Workers, CIO, Buffalo, N. 
Y.; M illinery Workers Union, 
AFL, Local 24, N. Y.; American 
Federation of Hosiery Workers 
Local 49, Irvington, N. Y.; UAW- 
CIO Local 217, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Phoenix Brass Workers Union 
Local 462, Irvington, N. J.; Work
men’s Sick and Death Benefit 
Fund, San Francisco, Cal.; Work
men’s Circle, 355-E, Newark, N. 
J .; Boston Socialist Party, Boston, 
Mass.

300 ORGANIZATIONS
A t the conclusion of the cam

paign, the national office of the 
CRDC w-ill prepare the petitions 
fo r presentation to President 
Roosevelt. A  delegation of prom
inent persons is scheduled to pro
ceed to Washington to demand a 
Presidential pardon for the eigh
teen.

Close to 300 local and inter
national labor unions represent
ing over a million and a ha lf or
ganized workers have joined in 
the campaign to liberate the 18. 
They have contributed to CRDC 
funds, passed resolutions calling
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Stalinist Gangs 
Break Up Two 
Quaker Meetings

Roosevelt Puts Signature On 
Mangled “ Price Control”  B ill

By Joseph K e lle r

(Continued on page 4)

Uruguayan Trotskyists 
Assailed By Reaction

Special to The M ilitan t
M ONTEVIDEO, Uruguay, June 16. —  The growing fear 

of revolutionary socialism haunting the capitalist class the world 
over, which has already expressed itself in the arrest and im
prisonment of Trotskyists in the United States and England, has 
now openly manifested itself in this Latin American republic.

Following a strike which took place in the large Swift meat 
packing-plant, National Frigorifico, the government issued an 
executive decree declaring the plant a “ public service", thus 
making strikes therein a crim m -’®- 
al offense under Article 165 of 
the Penal Code. This article pre
scribes penalties of three to 18 
months’ imprisonment for strik
ers in any public service.

The decree was the subject of 
r debate in  tbc Chamber of Dep
uties which began on June 9 
aDd continued in  the sessions of 
June 13, 14 and 15. The social- 
democratic deputy Cardozo rose 
to attack the decree as destruct
ive of the elementary democratic 
rights of the workers to strike 
in  defense of their liv ing stand
ards.

In  reply, the Minister of Inter
io r launched into a violent tirade 
against strikes and directed the 
main stream of his verbal fire 
against the Trotskyists. In Uru
guay, as in  England, a reaction- 
| j y  government is using the meth

od of the "Red Scare”  as a smoke
screen behind which to launch 
an attack upon the workers and 
prevent them from defending 
themselves by hamstringing their 
unions and depriving them of 
their legal right to strike.

ATTACKS M ILITANT
In the course of his parliament

ary tirade, the Minister venom
ously attacked the Trotskyist 
movement in  the United States, 
and its organ, The M ilitant. The 
two Stalinist deputies, true to 
the treacherous anti-working- 
class role which Stalinism has as
sumed throughout, the world, jo in
ed in  the attempt to smear the 
Trotskyists and, alone among the 
so-called “ le ft”  deputies, backed 
the Minister’s anti-strike decree.

Rewarding this traitorous serv

ice to reaction, the Minister was 
careful to exonerate the Stalin
ists, and with them the social- 
democrats, from all responsibility 
for the strike movement and to 
saddle i t  exclusively on the 
Trotskyists.

“ This group which has appear
ed in our country,”  the Minister 
declared, “ is not restricted to 
Uruguay. It  Jias appeared simul
taneously in. Great Britain, the 
United States, South Africa and 
our country.”

Then, referring to the police 
raids on Trotskyist headquarters 
in  London, which preceded the 
arrest of the four leaders of the 
Revolutionary Party, the minister 
uttered the patent falsehood that 
the British police “ were able to 
establish the existence of an or
ganization to instigate strikes, in 
order to impede the second front 
of the Allied nations and to in
augurate, with internal class war
fare, a second front of treachery 
in America against the efforts of 
the Allies.”

[The accusation that they were 
“ instigators”  of strikes, flung

(Continued on page 4)

Despite his numerous promises to hold down prices, a dema
gogic trick employed to justify  his wage freeze, President Roose
velt last week put his seal and signature upon the emasculated 
version of the Price Control Act. He did not fa il to deplore 
for the record the more obvious mutilations. But he did npi 
hesitatg to convert 'ihtoTaw a measure which guarantees to pave 
the way for an all-out orgy o f profiteering and price gouging.

Liberal and labor organs, ®----------------------------------------------
trying to cover up for Roose- ’ 
velt, have attempted to repre
sent his price-control deal with 
Big Business as a "compromise.”
That "compromise”  entailed 
permitting Roosevelt to retain 
a husk still labeled “ price con
tro l”  but emptied o f a ll content.

The big corporations, drooling 
at the mouth before the new 
prospects fo r boosting prices 
skyward, congratulated Congress 
on its statesmanship. Thus, the 
July 1 Business Week, a leading 
organ of the flnanceers and in 
dustrialists reported w ith obvious 
satisfaction: "Businessmen, care-

Trial of 4 British 
Trotskyists Nailed 
As Frame-Up Plot
By Cable to The  M ilitan t

LONDON, June 27— "W ith  
redoubled energy we w ill con
tinue the struggle for the victory 
of the workers under the banner 
of the Fourth International.”  
These ringing words of chal
lenge conclude a statement 
issued today by .the Revolu
tionary Communist P a r t y ,  
British section o f the Fourth 
International, in connection 
with the tria l and imprisonment 
of Jock Haston, general secre
tary of the party, and three 
other leading party members.

AH four were found guilty at 
the Assizes on June 19, after a 
six-day tria l, of "furthering, aid
ing and abetting”  the strike of 
Tyneside apprentices late in 
March of this year. They were 
acquitted on charges of "conspir
ing”  to bring about the strike.

Haston was sentenced to six 
m o n t h s ’ imprisonment, Roy 
Tearse and Heaton Lee to one 
year each, and Ann Keen to 13 
days. The sentences are being ap
pealed.

“ The tr ia l vindicates our party 
and its role in the recent strug
gles of the workers,” declares the 
RCP statement, “ Comrade Haston, 
at the very outset, put the stamp 
on i t  by characterizing i t  in  open 
court as ‘a case of political vic
timization and a frame-up.’ The 
tr ia l was staged by the capitalists 
to expose a supposed gigantic con
spiracy.

“ The yellow press screamed ac-

(Continued on page 3)

fu lly  combing Congress’ new 
price control law this week, came 
up w ith  the conclusion that they 
had achieved much of what they 
wanted (and more than the most 
realistic of them expected) . . . ”

NAM VICTORY
Business Week further head

lines “ N. A. M. Claims Victory,” 
describing how “ the National As
sociation of Manufacturers, and 
other business groups, hailed the 
price law as a major defeat for 
OPA and the Administration.” 
I t  was a defeat in which the Ad
ministration had flashed the 
white flag of surrender almost 
before the echo of Wall Street’s 
firs t barrage had died away. 
Roosevelt had offered only a 
“ token resistance” —sufficient to 
save his "honor.”

What w ill the pro-Roosevelt 
union bureaucrats, those who have 
insistently assured the workers 
fo r two years that Roosevelt 
would muzzle the prlce-gougers, 
say or do about this latest act of 
their “ Friend of Labor”  in giving 
the green ligh t to the corpora
tions fo r their unrestrained price 
robbery ? The Murrays and Greens 
have been stalling the impatient 
workers and blocking their efforts 
to smash the wage-freezing L ittle  
Stell Formula by te lling them to 
put their hopes in Roosevelt and 
price control.

Where is a ll the ta lk  about 
Roosevelt’s planned “ roll-back”  of 
prices which the union leaders 
were spouting about so much last 
year? The very phrase has long 
since disappeared from their 
organs and statements. But fo r 
the past few months the CIO and 
AFL have been slugging away at 
thin a ir in a ferocious “ battle of 
statistics”  which is supposed to 
slay the hard-shelled corporations 
and pro-corporation government 
labor agencies w ith  incontro
vertible proof that the cost of 
living has soared fa r beyond the 
lim its placed on wage increases. 
Shadow-boxing with statistics is 
the union leaders’ substitute for 
a real battle fo r wage increases.

BATTLE OF STATISTICS
Thus, the CIO News, July 1, 

proclaims: “ Battle of Statistics 
Finds CIO a Winner.”  I t  jubilant
ly announces that “ The U. S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics was 
reeling from a body blow delivered 
this week by a couple of CIO 
statisticians, who said publicly 
that a BLS method of figuring 
(cost-cgMiving rises) was wacky

Shameful Betrayal
— An Editorial —

On July 1; forced labor for 
America’s workers was put 
into effect by administrative 
decree. Roosevelt and his War 
Manpower Commission head. 
McNutt, did not bother with 
any legislative flim-flam. They 
sneaked around Congress with 
an executive edict.

Both Philip Murray and 
W illiam Green, who bluster- 
ingly vowed they would never 
support forced labor when 
Roosevelt proposed to estab
lish i t  by law, have approved 
this blow .at the workers 
delivered by a dictatorial 
decree.

Murray and Green betrayed 
.labor when they surrendered 
the right to strike. They have 
betrayed labor by t h e i r  
attempts to stifle the struggle 
a g a i n s t  the wage-freezing 
L ittle  Steel Formula through 
diverting i t  into the safe 
channels of the “battle of 
statistics.”  Now they endorse 
a system of forced labor.

This treachery w ill receive 
its due award. A  day of 
reckoning is fast approaching. 
Scourged by wage-freezing, 
price swindling, corporation 
provocations, burdensome taxes 
and now forced labor, the 
workers, we can be sure, w ill 
soon be demanding an account
ing from these “ labor states
men”  who connived to deceive 
labor and place it  in shackles.

Same Policies As Roosevelt’s 
Advanced On All Key Issues
Big Business Interests Back Dewey in Order 
To Bolster the Capitalist Two-Party System

B y A r t  Preis
"Sad" was the adjective most frequently employed by Re

publican and Democratic commentators alike to describe last 
week’s Republican Party national convention. Even ardent GOP 
scribes could not refrain from noting the bleak lifelessness and 
yawn-provoking stodginess of this biggest and best assemblage 
of political talent that a powerful section of W all Street could 
buy. ® :----------

Dewey, the almost assured 
choice even prior to the rubber 
stamp convention, played to the 
end his farcical game o f "hard 
to get.”  But he graciously yield
ed under "insistent pressure”  o f 
a synthetic "d ra ft"  movement 
so loaded with stage props that 
the chief protagonist was stumb
ling all over them. No capital
ist politician, it seems, desires 
the Presidency of the United 
States. For — such is the stench 
o f capitalist politics in general 
— anyone who appears too anxi
ous fo r an important government 
post is popularly assumed to be 
a scoundrel and crook seeking 
only the emoluments and special 
privileges of office. Thus Dewey 
played coy, but succumbed f in 
a lly to “ popular demand."

What spread the pall over the 
Republican convention was a lack 
of issues. For a ll their “ viewing 
w ith  alarm,”  the Republican wing 
of capitalist politics can offer no 
genuine opposition program to 
that of Roosevelt. On a ll the ma
jo r issues, the Republicans can
not find in their political larder 
a single crumb of difference .with 
Roosevelt’s major policies which 
might nourish a vigorous and ag
gressive opposition.

Complaints about bureaucracy 
and inefficiency do not cut much 
ice where the issues of imperial
is t war and peace, international 
relations, the rise and fa ll of re
gimes and empires command the 
political stage. In these decisive 
matters the Republicans walk 
w ithin Roosevelt's shadow.

THE RECORD
Strictly on the record, Amer

ican capitalism can find nothing 
to gripe ab ,.t in either Roose
velt’s program or performance. 
He has given the money bags v ir
tually all they have asked. Wail 
Street’s basic program fo r ex
tending its imperialist rule over 
the entire globe is being consist
ently and ruthlessly forwarded by 
Roosevelt. Key Republican agents 
of finance capital hold command
ing posts in Roosevelt’s war cabi
net. Corporation agents and dol- 
lar-a-year men are running the 
war production agencies and 
shoveling the public treasury into 
big business vaults groaning un
der the weight of war profits.

Wall Street’s own. Baruch-Han- 
cock “ reconversion plan,”  spon
sored by Roosevelt, gives assur
ance to the capitalists of a monu
mental profits steal on war con
tracts terminations and a free 
hand-out of billions in new gov

ernment-built plants. Organized 
labor has been hog-tied and lash
ed to the war machine w ith anti
labor laws and decrees, compul
sory arbitration, wage-freezing 
and the new forced labor edict 
of the administration. No wonder 
leading informed business publi
cations and dope-sheets express 
litt le  perturbation over the pros
pects of “ suffering”  another four 
years under Roosevelt.

Both the official platform 
adopted by the Republican con
vention and the speeches of its 
numerous key-noters convey the 
impression of a wind-broken dray 
horse try ing  to keep pace w ith a 
trotter. On the fundamental is
sues* the war, foreign policy, in 
ternational trade, the Republican 
program is distinguished from 
Roosevelt’s only in its  more am
biguous terminology.

SAME PROGRAM
The Republicans propose to pro

secute the war just as Roosevelt 
has done, promising they w ill “ at 
a ll times protect the essential in 
terests of the United States”  
throughout the world. Dewey, in 
his acceptance speech, emphasized 
his essential unity w ith  Roose
ve lt’s war program, proclaiming 
“ everything we say or do today 
be devoted to the single purpose”  
of the victory of American capi
talism over its  imperialist rivals. 
He brushed aside any differences 
on the conduct of the war: “ Let 
me make i t  crystal clear, a change 
of Administration next January 
cannot and w ill not involve any 
change in the m ilita ry  conduct of 
the war.”  Shades of Roosevelt’s 
“ post-war”  foreign policy lent 
their hues to the “ peace”  plank 
which called fo r “ participation by 
the United States in post-war co
operative organization among 
sovereign nations to prevent m ili
tary aggression”  and fo r a “ peace 
force”  — a diplomatic phrase 
meaning a gigantic world-wide 
m ilita ry  establishment to enforce 
American imperialist rule.

W ith respect to American dom
ination over colonies and semi
colonial peoples, the Republican 
platform could only repeat the 
Rooseveltian formula and slogan 
verbatim: “ Our policy should be 
a genuine Good Neighbor policy.”

DEMAGOGIC PROMISES
For the rest, on domestic issues, 

the platform and lavish promises 
o f the Republican big-wigs was a 
mish-mash of contradictory as
sertions, promising all things to

(Continued on page 2)

No-Strike Pledge W ill Be Key 
Issue Before Michigan CIO

By John Saunders
DETRO IT, Mich. —  The seventh annual Michigan CIO 

Convention to be convoked at the Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids, 
on July 12-13 promises to be the largest State Convention yet 
held. 2,000 delegates representing 800,000 CIO workers are ex
pected to attend. The convention proceedings w ill be watched 
with eager interest by workers throughout the country because 
the convention decisions w ill be of national importance to the 
whole labor movement. The convention actions w ill also be care
fu lly  scrutinized for a due to the alignment o f the contesting 
forces at the coming UAW Con-®------------------------------- —--------------

(Continued on page 2)

ventton which is scheduled to 
meet in September at the same 
hail.

Despite the attempt on the part 
of the top union officials to 
smother the voice of the rank 
and file — ten guest speakers 
have already been invited rang: 
ing from P. Murray, CIO Pres
ident, to Bishop Haas, erstwhile 
labor mediator — the delegates 
w ill undoubtedly insist on discuss
ing the revocation of the no
strike pledge, the endorsement of 
the Michigan Commonwealth Fed
eration etc.

Demands to revoke the no-strike 
pledge have been pouring into the

national offices of the UAW and 
CIO. The Greater F lin t Industrial 
CIO Council, Ford Bomber Local 
50, and General Motors Diesel Lo
cal 163 have already adopted reso
lutions urging the convention to 
rescind the no-strilte pledge. Even 
the conservative Detroit-Wayne 
County Tool and Die Council ur
ged "that the international exe
cutive board take immediate ac
tion in  rescinding the no-strike 
pledge.”  The Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Employes 
arc also on record for the revoca
tion of the no-strike pledge.

The workers have become fu lly  
aware that i t  is precisely the no

strike policy which has embold
ened the bosses to provoke the 
men and has led to the firing of 
scores of union militants. This 
victimization of workers, often 
w ith the approval of the same la
bor bureaucrats who initiated the 
no-strike pledge has aroused large 
sections of the Michigan labor 
movement to demand an end to 
this anti-union policy. The forces 
fighting for the revocation of the 
no-strike pledge have been stead
ily  augmented from the many 
auto locals where such firings 
have taken place. The following 
are some of the local unions 
where fired men have not been 
reinstated: Budd Local 306, Hud
son Local 154, Bohn Aluminum 
Local 208, Republic A ircra ft Lo
cal, Ford A ircra ft Unit Local 600, 
Chrysler Highland Park Local 
490, Lincoln Local 900.

The clearest program of action 
thus far enunciated by any local 
union is the five point program

(Continued on page 3)
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By Joseph K e lle r

Under cover of the invasion, 
which they are using as a patrio
tic smoke-screen to conceal their 
anti-labor maneuvers, the big cor
porations are becoming increas
ingly aggressive in their assault 
on organized labor. Following the 
lead of Montgomery Ward’s Sew
ell L. Avery, one corporation 
after another is now arrogantly 
flouting War Labor Board direct
ives. The WLB, in turn, instead 
of enforcing company compliance, 
is directing an ever heavier bar
rage at the workers.

A striking example is afforded 
by the case of the Hughes Tool 
Company, Houston, Texas, which 
Was directed last Februrary 10 to 
sign a maintenance-of-member- 
ship contract w ith the CIO Steel 
Workers. Taking a tip  from Av
ery, the company refused, ques
tioning the union’s righ t to recog
nition as the representative of the 
majority in the plant.

On March 27, the National La
bor Relations board was compell
ed to find that the union “ has 
been and is now”  the true collect
ive bargaining agency. But that 
cut no ice w ith the company. 
Three months later, on June 16, 
the WLB issued a second direct
ive, reaffirming its first. The com
pany brushed i t  aside.

Thoroughly disgusted when the 
company still refused to comply 
and the WLB did nothing to en
force its order, the workers last 
week went on strike.

This brought life  immediately 
into the WLB. I t  sent a telegram 
to the company once more re
questing i t  to comply. I t  sent an
ther, and more vehement wire, to 
the union.

The, latter wire ordered the 
strikers to return to work fo rth 
with and that only “ after res
umption of fu ll production”  the 
Board “ w ill proceed w ithin its au
thority to obtain fu ll compliance 
with the order.”

In short, the WLB, whose lax
ity  forced the workers to go on 
strike, made the enforcement of 
its own orders against the com
pany dependent on the union’s 
action — as though a court were 
to refrain from ja iling  a criminal 
because his victim  had resisted 
the crime.

Naturally, the WLB which could 
not, or would not, enforce its or
der before the strike, certainly 
is in no better position to secure 
compliance after the strike is 
broken. But the WLB has its own 
two-fold purpose in this issue: 
1. to break the strike; 2. to evade 
responsibility for failure to com
pel a recalcitrant employer to 
comply with its order by foisting 
the responsibility onto the vic
timized workers.

*  *

The W LB’s shoddy maneuver
ing in the Hughes Company case 
brings up the question of what 
i t  has done to force Avery to 
comply w ith its directives in the 
Montgomery Ward case.

Every week, i t  seems, Avery 
is revealed to be tearing under
foot some new WLB or NLRB 
directive. But nothing is done 
about it. Roosevelt broke the 
Montgomery Ward strike with 
his plant seizure. Avery is 
systematically cutting the union 
to pieces. Meanwhile, weeks and 
months roll by, and the WLB 
remains as impotent as ever in 
dealing w ith Avery.

Naturally, all the big business 
firms lake this key case as their 
cue. They know the WLB won’t 
get “ tough”  with them. Its  iron 
fist is reserved exclusively for la
bor.

* * *
Approximately 10,000 union 

men went on strike last week 
shutting down four divisions of 
the Timken Roller Bearing Com
pany at Canton, Ohio.

Union officials ran crying to 
the WLB asking fo r i t  to name 
a permanent arbitrator to handle 
the union’s grievances. The union 
leaders declared that “ after re
curring protest stoppages in the 
Timken plants and continuous ap
peals to the appropriate Govern
ment agencies to intercede, the 
inevitable has taken place — a 
complete breakdown in labor rela
tions.”

But where the “ appropriate 
government agencies”  had failed 
previously to intercede to halt the 
company’s provocations, the WLB 
has interceded w ith  dispatch 
since the strike — against the 
workers. I t  issued a summary 
order fo r the strikers to return 
to work “ at once,”  threatening as
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per usual not to consider the 
workers’ case until they complied.

This is the customary WLB 
strategy now. Do nothing on the 
workers grievances until they are 
forced to strike. Then refuse to 
do anything because they are 
striking, i t ’s an effective trap 
so long as thè union leaders back 
up the WLB and its policies while 
stabbing resisting workers in the 
back.

It  w ill be recalled that Timken 
Roller Bearing Company is the 
anti-labor outfit which last win
ter and spring spent piles of gov
ernment contract money on fu ll 
page advertisements intended to 
incite the soldiers against the 
workers and pushing such prop
osals as “ no overtime—no double
time”  pay. ,

*  *  *

7,400 Readers Gained In Drive 
For New ‘Militantf Subscribers

An increasing number of CIO 
United Automobile Workers lo
cals are passing resolutions de
manding that the union’s fo rth 
coming convention at Grand Ra
pids, Mich., in September, res
cind the no-strike pledge.
Mack Truck Local 677, at A l

lentown, Pa., which a few weeks 
ago went on strike against WLB 
stalling, on June 13 unanimously, 
adopted a resolution calling on 
the UAW international executive 
board “ to place on the agenda of 
the next convention of the In 
ternational Union, the rescinding 
of the no-strike pledge.”

The resolution declares the 
righ t to strike is “ the foremost, 
and in the last analysis, the only 
great weapon labor has to p it 
against the power of the bosses.” 
I t  charges that “ the government
al agencies such as the War La
bor Board which have been set up 
to compensate labor fo r its relin
quished right to strike have prov
en themselves wholly inadequate 
from labor’s standpoint”  and 
that “ the bosses have spared 
neither time nor expense in an 
all-out offensive against organ
ized labor,”

*  *  *

The CIO leaders have been get
ting increasingly hopped up, in 
resolutions* against the NLRB. 
This government agency has put 
forward the proposal that em
ployers be permitted the righ t to 
petition i t  fo r union representa
tion elections, the device used by 
Sewell L. Avery as a pretext for 
refusing to sign a union contract 
in conformity with a WLB direct
ive.

Most of the CIO heat has been 
directed at Gerard Reilly', the 
NLRB member whom the CIO 
leaders claim is taking the lead 
in pushing Avery’s scheme. Last 
week the Executive Board of the 
CIO United Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Employees 
adopted a resolution demanding 
Reilly’s resignation.

The CIO officialdom is thereby 
attacking one of the very “ friends 
of labor”  they insisted be placed 
on the NLRB in 1941 to replace 
a former objectionable member. 
Thus, we m ight expect that i f  
Reilly is removed, another “ friend 
of labor”  w ill supplant him, and 
then the beef w ill be raised at 
some subsequent date about the 
new “ friend”  who w ill inevitably 
also “ betray”  labor.

The betrayal, of course, is all 
on the side of the union officials 
who insist on the workers placing 
dependence upon the pro-corpora
tion government agencies. The 
lament against Reilly — who is 
undoubtedly everything the CIO 
leaders say he is — is just a thin 
cover for the CIO bureaucrats to 
continue their support of the gov
ernment agencies while appeasing 
their members with an appear
ance of fighting anti-labor indi
viduals.

The M ilitant Subscription Campaign fo r 3,000 NEW READERS
officially terminated June 30. Due to the holiday, however, a num
ber of the branch returns have not yet been received by the Business 
Manager as we go to press. The fina l totals of the cainpaign w ill 
therefore be printed in next week’s issue of The M ilitant.

Although the original quota of 3,000 NEW READERS! was fu l
filled in the eighth week o f the campaign, the branches have not 
let up fo r a moment. This fina l week brought in  more subs than 
any other week of the campaign—1,657. This all-time high in sub
scriptions raised the national tota l to 
7,453 — more than double the orig
inal quota. And all the returns are not 
yet in. The fact that The M ilitant is 
now being read in the homes of 7,453 
new workers is an achievement of 
which every Trotskyist can be proud.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE WEEK

Rochester moved into first place on 
the scoreboard.

Los Angeles fo r the second week 
in succession sold the most subs — 
458. New York sold 441 and Newark 
sold 221.

Three- more branches joined the 
100 'percenters: Akron, New Haven, 
and San Diego.

FROM OUR M A IL  BAG
Rochester: “ Enclosed are 19 subs. 

This .winds up our sub campaign. We 
found the campaign very interesting. 
You w ill see by the subs that we 
covered quite a b it of the country and 
in some of these places I  do not think 
The M ilitant was ever heard of be
fore.”

Newark: “ The past two weeks we 
really turned the heat on w ith  some 
comrades going out four and five 
nights a week. An indication of the 
branch sp irit is the fact that two of 
our g ir l comrades, on a week’s vaca
tion, just mailed 
in  21 subs from  
the working-class 
section of Asbury 
Park. I t  is this 
consistent steady 
plugging w h i c h  
accounts fo r our 
final figure. Six 
comrades s o l d  
over 50 subs a- 
piece, w ith  Dor
othy Lessing tops 
at 89. Later on 
we shall w rite 
you how the new

SCOREBOARD
Quota Subs Percent

Rochester ___________ _________-.... . 15 101 678
Newark ...--------------------------------------------------------------- 80 526 656
Buffalo ___________________ a . ~ i____ 50 307 614
New York _*a_______________________ 500 2023 404
Toledo _________— .......— .......a™...___ 30 115 . 383
Milwaukee ......._______......____________ 15 55 366
Cleveland ---------------------------------------------------------------- 50 140 280
Bayonne ............................................................................. 50 127 254
Los Angeles _________________ .....___________ 400 1111 252
Seattle ----------------------— ù - _ — a----------------- 150 378 252
Chicago _____________-__________...a__....a..... 200 498 249
Detroit ............................................................. .............. 300 723 241
Texas — ------------------------------______ _— ____ 10 22 220
Reading ------------------------------------------------------------a. 30 64 213
Philadelphia a......™ ......--....-...;______ 30 63 210
St. Paul ______a._____________________________ 50 104 208
San Francisco __ ;_____ ___ » 150 294 196
Allentown -.a .__________,_______s___ 15 29 193
Youngstown -------------------------------------------------------- 50 86 172
Boston .................................................................................. 100 163 163
Minneapolis ---------------------------»_________________ 200 249 124
San Diego ....-----------------------------------------------------... 50 61 122
Akron a..;~a__________________________________ 40 48 120
New Haven _______________________________ 25 28 112
St. Louis______-_______________________________ 20 9 45
Quakertown _____ ____________ 10 4 40
F lin t ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 15 5 33
Members-at-Large, Friends ____ 355 119 33
Pittsburgh ___________________ 10 2 20

TOTAL _________________ ? 3000 7453 248

Republicans Push Same Wall 
Street Program As Roosevelt

(Cehtihued from page 1) j ance on John Foster Dulles, senior 
all men and anything for a vote, Pa^he r of Sullivan^ and Crom 
in which demagogy vied w ith a m - ...........

6-pager w ith its improved contents sells itse lf so readily.”
Buffalo: “ We have all read you?, communication on the con

tinuance of the campaign in September w ith  great interest and are 
confident i t  w ill mean great things fo r the party.”

Cleveland: “ You wish to know the methods we used in obtain
ing our subs? The secret is — persistent work.”

Los Angeles: “ Our last Sunday Sub Mobilization sold 228 subs. 
The evening work done this week w ill add to an amount already 
more than 250 percent over our quota of 400. We now have fa r 
more subscribers to our press than at any time in the history o f our 
movement.”

Seattle: “ We’ve had good results here so we’re a ll hepped up 
about the campaign.”

Detroit: “ These past few months have been exciting and very 
valuable to us. Each time I pick up the paper and read the score- 
board I  th r ill at seeing more new subscriptions.”

Texas: “ I ’m happy to say that fo r the f irs t  time in four years 
of hard work we are beginning to see a litt le  result and reward. 
To actually have twenty subs to the paper in this area is a great 
accomplishment. To us this is a forward step.”

Philadelphia: “ We are already carrying out the directives about 
following up our new subscribers. Some of them are excellent con
tacts.”

St. Paul: “ I  am enclosing 12 subs. When we get one more we’ll 
have reached 100 points, double our quota! We feel pretty good 
about this and hope to get a few more between now and the 1st of 
July.”

San Diego: “ Here are 5 more subs. We are not sure whether 
this makes us in the '100 percent’ class, but we have certainly tried 
to reach that goal. Isn’t  i t  th rilling  to th ink of doubling the original 
goal of 3,000? The leadership of this organization certainly ‘knows 
its s tu ff’ when i t  comes to inspiration. We th ink the campaign 
of follow-up is a swell one and are preparing to become 100 per
centers in it .”

ROOSEVELT SIGNS ACT PAVING 
WAY FOR STEEP PRICE RISES

(Continued from page 1)

and backed up their statement 
w ith support from noted authori
ties.”  And not a nickel more in 
the workers’ pockets!

But what about the body blow 
dealt to labor by Roosevelt's 
statement, when he signed the 
disemboweled Price Control Act, 
that “ for a whole year the cost of 
living has been held without 
change?”  That real blow to 
labor’s vitals came four days 
after CIO President Philip Mur
ray and CIO United Automobile 
Workers President R. J. Thomas 
swung a haymaker at nothing at 
all in their “ battle of statistics”  
by issuing a new cost-of-living 
study proving that living costs 
have gone up 45.3 percent since 
January 1941—1.8 percent since 
March, 1944.

LULL WORKERS
To every thinking worker it  is 

becoming abundantly clear that 
Murray and Thomas have not 
been merely ignorant and misin
formed in their efforts to sell

the CIO members oh the virtues 
of protecting their ihterésts by 
reliance on Roosevelt’s “ price 
control”  and expending their 
energies in the fu tile  “ battle of 
statistics.”  Murray, Thomas and 
the whole coterie of top union 
bureaucrats have been actuated by 
a desire to lu ll the workers, 
forestall them from effective 
m ilitant union action, keep them 
politically bound to the Roosevelt 
machine Which these leaders serve 
so loyally and abjectly.

Labor m ilitants are getting 
wise to the fact that the battle 
of statistics is being used by the 
Mhrr&ys and Greens as a substi
tute fo r a real fight fo r wage in 
creases. They are growing wise to 
the fact that a fight fo r wage 
increases, that a fight to smash 
the L ittle  Steel formula, cannot 
be waged until labor has broken 
the shackles of the no-strike 
pledge. That is why l e a d i n g  
Michigan unionists gathering for 
the Michigan state CIO con
vention are making the rescind
ing of the no-strike pledge thè 
No. 1 demand on their agenda.

Chicago mimeographed a "Spe- 
cial-SUbscription-Offer” l e a f l e t  
which was attached to The M ili
tant and given to vworkers at reg
ular distribution points. The 
leaflet stated in part: “ You have 
read the paper and found that it  
discusses problems from a work
ingman’s point of view. I t  ex
plains the war, the acts of Con
gress, the rise in the cost of liv 
ing and the fight for highèr 
wages; and i t  presents a program 
fo r labor to deal w ith these prob
lems. I t  reports the latest évents 
in the automobile and steel 
unions and in other sections of 
American labor. It  is a paper 
that all workers should read 
regularly.”  The bottom of the 
leaflet bore a coupon fo r 
name and address. The re
sults to date are two new work
er-readers through this method of 
covering regular distributions

That The M ilitant is gaining 
influence in  an ever-widening 
sphere is indicated by the increas
ing number of requests from un
ions and other organizations that 
we grant them an "exchange." 
This week the Mechanics Educa
tion Society of America, Detroit, 
sent us a copy of their national 
Dublication and asked us to send 
them The M ilitant regularly. Also 
this week the Industrial Union 
of Marine and Shipbuilding 
Workers of America, Local No. 
42, Philadelphia, asked that we 
send them our paper regularly. 

* * *
A report from our San Diego 

agent indicates that an ever-in
creasing number of Negro work
ers in that area are turning to 
The M ilitant for a solution to the 
problems that confront them:

“ We’ve sold an average of 6 
subs an hour among the colored

workers. The sale is made by 
showing them Jackson’s column 
and saying a few words about 
the type of paper The M ilitant is.
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biguity fo r top honors.
While condemning Roosevelt 

fo r allegedly “ coddling unions,”  
the Republican platform piously 
and hypocritically denounces “ the 
freezing of wage rates at arbitra
ry levels and the binding of men 
to their jobs.”  This is a drop of 
honey to sweeten the platform ’s 
all-out panegyric to “ free enter
prise”  and “ private initiative.”  
Actually, as everyone knows, the 
Republicans in Congress have 
fought Viciously against any wage 
of other concession to labor; they 
howled at the head of the anti
labor pack when Roosevelt was 
forced tó make wage concessions 
to the miners and railroad work
ers. Concretely, the platform, as 
even pussy footing A FL Presi
dent W illiam Green admitted, 
“ denies labor’s request fo r repeal 
of the notorious Smith-Connally 
Act.”

But Governor Warren of Cali
fornia, convention keynoter, quer
ulously raised the real complaint 
of the Republicans—an echo of 
the cry of the open shop bosses— 
because the protective collective 
bargaining laws won by labor 
“ te ll the worker what union he 
shall join, what dues he shall pay, 
and to whom he shall pay them.”

JOKER PLANKS
Among the joker planks is one 

calling fo r the “ enforcement of 
laws against monopoly and unfair 
competition”  to help the “ small 
business man.”  The value of this 
obeisance before the lower mid
dle-class vote can be fu lly  gauged 
by the fact that the Republican 
Party is financed and owned by 
some of the most powerful mono
poly capitalist interests. Only 
three short weeks ago the Repub
licans in the House helped howl 
through a measure exempting one 
of the greatest monopolies in 
America, the insurance trust, 
from prosecution under the anti
trus t laws.

Naturally, the Republicans and 
Dewey made the expected nod 
toward the soldiers — although 
more w ith an eyé to the future 
than the present, since few sol
diers w ill vote this year after 
what the Republicans, joining the 
Southern Democrats did to emas
culate the Soldier Vote b ill. Dew
ey opined i t  would be a tragedy 
“ i f  Americans returned from our 
armed forces. . . failed to find 
the freedom and opportunity fo r 
which they fought.”  Dewey prom
ises them a “ fa ir  chance to work.”  
But the microscope hasn’t  yet 
been invented which w ill find in 
the Republican platform or Dew
ey’s vague generalities any pre
cise proposals fo r ensuring jobs.

Dewey properly berated — an 
easy task — the failure of Roose
velt to solve the “ fundamental 
problem of jobs and opportunity.” 
The Republicans, he claimed, are 
fo r “ fu ll employment.”  How? 
"We shall promote the fullest 
stable employment through p ri
vate enterprise.”  “ High-Collar”  
Herbert Hoover, during whose re
gime '‘private enterprise”  drag
ged the nation to the blackest p it 
of depression and who sent the 
U. S. Army to scourge the hun
gry bonus marchers out of Wash
ington w ith fire  and bayonet, sat 
nodding his approval to this 
plahk,

CHÈAP PROMISES
On the theory of anything fo r 

a vote, the Republicans promise 
tó db a lo t fo r the Negroes, who 
hÉ»vè bèén kiekéd around unmerci
fu lly  in industry and the armed 
forces. On paper the platform sup
ports an anti-lynching h ill, a per
manent Fair Employment Prac
tices Commission and a constitu
tional amendment to abolish the 
poll-tax. The Republicans never 
did anything on behalf of the 
anti-lynching bills which have 
been before Congress. They voted 
to emasculate the FEPC powers 
only a few weeks ago. And they 
joined with the Southern Demo
crats to block cloture and prevent 
passage of the anti-Poll Tax bill. 
But promises are cheap. . .

David Lawrence, columnist fo r 
the ultra-Republican N. Y. Sun, 
has confessed that the Republi
can platform “ has many contra
dictions”  and Dewey “ w ill soon 
have to interpret and state which 
of the positions taken w ill be his 
pledged policies.”  Dewey is just 
the man fo r political straddling. 
Aside fróni nabbing sWiàll-fry 
gunmen and racketeers, Dewey 
has never said ór dònè anything 
on any important political ques
tion that anyone can recall. His 
whole career as à professional 
politician under thè tutelage of 
skilled Wall Street sponsors has 
been an energetic e ffo rt to keep*

well, biggest corporation law firm  
in America and consultant for the 
biggest monopolies on their inter
national cartel deals.

Dewey’s team-mate Bricker, 
running fo r vice-president, is one 
of those “ home-spun, small town”  
agents of the public utilities, the 
Hanna interests of Cleveland and 
Ernest T. Weir of National Steel, 
who helped finance his candidacy. 
He boasts of the treasury surplus 
built up in Ohio— part of i t  com
ing from the funds he refused to 
allocate fo r the re lief of tens of 
thousands of starving unemploy
ed during the total re lie f break
down in Cleveland in  1939. He, 
like the Republicans in general, Is 
hot fo r “ states rights” , meaning 
opposition to federal relief, works 
projects, social security and other 
practical immediate measures to 
alleviate Ihu miseries of ..unem
ployment. He opposes “ business 
persecution and trade union cod
dling”  and during the campaign 
expressed extreme hostility to the 
CIO.

But one does not need to study 
the fonnal program to determine 
whom Dewey and Bricker in of
fice would represent and protect. 
Generous contributors to the Re
publican campaign include A lfred 
P. Sloan, head of General Motors, 
John Foster Dulles, legal counsel 
fo r the international corporations, 
George Whitney of J. P. Morgan 
& Co., Robert Stanley, head of In 
ternational Nickel, Walter G if
ford, President of American Tele
phone and Telegraph, and a host 
of what reads, as Drew Pearson 
stated, “ like the Social Register 
of New York.”  Rockefellers, Mor
gans, Mellons and Widcners are 
prominent in the contributors col
umns fo r the 1940 Republican 
Campaign. (The Democrats lined 
up the brewery, rubber and a ir
line interests, among numerous 
other corporate groups, in their 
slush fund columns.)

However, granted the tradition
al and continuing a ffin ity  o f the 
Republican Party w ith  B ig Busi
ness, this s till does not explain 
why a certain powerful section 
of capital supports Dewey in  
preference to Roosevelt. By every 
measure of performance, Roose
velt has fu lfilled  w ith uncommon 
adroitness the major policies of 
American capitalism as a whole. 
He has curbed labor, poured 
wealth into the pockets of the 
war profiteers and advanced 
American imperialism to its peak 
influence and power.
TWO-PARTY SYSTEM

Nevertheless, America’s ru ling 
class is deeply concerned over the 
preservation of the two capitalist 
party system of political domin
ation. This system has performed 
an indispensable service fo r cap
italism by affording an ever
present “ safe”  catch-basin fo r 
social discontent. The capitalist 
party on the “ out”  provides a 
convenient counter-foil fo r the 
capitalist party on the “ in.”  I t  
fills  the political vacuum in which 
new class parties—a labor party, 
for instance— might arise out of 
the revolt and protest against 
any single reactionary boss par
ty. When the workers turn in 
disgust from Democratic Tweedle- 
dee they must be lured into Re
publican Tweedledum.

This is a general consideration 
for bolstering and preserving the 
Republican Party as an “ opposi
tion”  political machine. In addi
tion, many leading Wall Street 
elements, would feel more at ease 
with a man like Dewey in the 
White House—a completely p li
ant tool w ith no ideas and meth
ods of his own.

Some workers, who have be
come disgusted with the anti-la
bor, pro-Big Business role of the 
Roosevelt administration, may be 
inclined to fa ll once more fo r 
the lure of the “ opposition”  la
bel on the Republicans. As this 
analysis of the Republican pro
gram and candidates has shown, 
the Republican label conceals the 
same capitalist content as the 
Democratic. They are both poli
tical poison fo r the workers.

LABOR PARTY
Where then shall the workers 

turn ? In but one direction—to
ward their own independent form 
of class political action. They 
must break out of the snare of 
the two-party system of capital
ist political enslavement. They 
must build a political party that 
w ill be completely their own — 
an independent labor party. 
America faces a coming social 
crisis of catastrophic proportions. 
Labor dare no longer subordinate 
its political interests to the suck
er’s game of “ two party”  poli
tics in which both parties are de
voted solely to preserving the

froifi putting his loo t in  his own piratical profit system of “free 
mouth. When it chines to foreign j enterprise” at the expense of the 
policy, Dewey relies for hla gold-1 working class.
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Insurrection Flares In  Denmark As Workers Give Battle 
To Nazi Oppressors; Copenhagen Paralyzed By Strikes

Workers Demand Removal of Military Police 
Lifting of Curfew, "No Reprisal" Pledge

By James Cowan
The pent-up storm of the so

cialist revolution in Europe 
burst last week in violent thun
der-claps of insurrection over 
tiny  Denmark, where more than 
15,000 workers, spearheading 
the growing movement of the 
restless masses, defied the Nazi 
terror machine and, despite sav
age repression, continued a gen
eral strike which paralyzed Co
penhagen and compelled the 
Nazis to lay the city under siege.

As this issue of The M ilitant 
went to press, the workers of Den
mark’s capital c ity were s till on 
strike and the insurrectionary 
movement was spreading rapidly 
to other parts of the country.

According to dispatches from 
Stockholm there was violent 
street fighting in Copenhagen 
and casualties among the strikers 
numbered more than 700 killed 
and 1,000 wounded following re
peated assaults by the Nazis with 
machine-guns, rifles and bay
onets and armored cars.

Panic-striken by this display of 
mass resistance, the Nazis sur
rounded Copenhagen w ith troops, 
cut off the city ’s water, electricity 
and gas services, and threatened 
to bomb the insurrectionary work
ers from the air unless they re
turned to work.

Danish puppet officials, acting 
on Nazi orders, appealed to the 
workers to end the strike. Em
ployers’ associations joined in 
the appeal, together w ith tame 
trade union “ leaders.”  But neith
er cajolery nor threats nor the 
unbounded terror of their oppress
ors could deflect the workers 
from their course.

FIRE STORE
A German DNB dispatch said 

that a ll important factories and 
installations in  Copenhagen had 
been occupied by Nazi troops in 
order to prevent their destruction 
by demonstrators, who had al
ready set file to a large depart
ment store.

Gestapo operatives stormed into 
the famous Regcnsen College 
after firing into it  and smashing 
the gates. They arrested many

students ‘ ‘suspected of under
ground. activity.”

Other centers of insurrection 
are Aarus, Denmark’s second 
largest city, Helsingoer and Ka- 
lundborg. AH three places were 
paralyzed by strikes in factories 
and public utilities. Rural work
ers on surrounding dairy farms 
quit their jobs and streamed into 
town to join the strikers.

Unable to damp down the white- 
hot anger of the insurrectionary 
workers, the Nazis are reported to 
have agreed to a demand for ex
pulsion from the country of the 
Danish-Nazi Schalburg Corps, 
most hated of the police-military 
forces used by H itler to keep the 
Danes in  subjection.

OTHER DEMANDS
Other demands of the insurrec

tionists are for immediate liftiug  
of the state of emergèney, includ
ing curfew restrictions which 
have kept the people indoors from 
9 p. m. to 6 a. m., and a guar
antee that no reprisals w ill be 
taken against the strikers.

Some 5,000 additional German 
troops have been sent to Copen
hagen to cope w ith the insurrec
tion, states a Stockholm report. 
German armored cars, outdated 
for m ilita ry purposes, but effect
ive against civilians, are patrol
ling streets ahead of steel-helm- 
eted German troops who “ forced 
residents at bayonet and pistol 
point to remove street barri
cades.”

The insurrection commenced 
June 26 when, to the accompani
ment of a strike in the great Cop
enhagen shipyard of Burmetsfer 
and Wain, strikers and sympathiz
ers gathered in the streets to de
monstrate in  defiance of the Nazi- 
imposed curfew. Thp demonstra
tors burned H itler in effigy. Pol
ice patrols fired into their un
armed ranks and caused numer
ous casualties.

Consumed with indignation at 
Nazi brutality, more and more 
workers quit work until the city 
was at a virtual- standstill. The 
workers erected barricades and 
armed themselves as best they 
could to resist the attacks of their 
oppressors. On Saturday, July 1, 
the insurrection was in fu ll 
swing.

Insurrection Scene in Copenhagen No-Strike Pledge Is Key 
Issue For Michigan CIO

(Continued from page 1)

Trial Of British Trotskyists 
Branded As A Frame-Up Plot

(Continued from page 1)

cusation and innuendo. Bevin 
gave fu ll support and instituted 
the prosecutions. In spite of this 
campaign, the ju ry  returned a 
verdict of ‘Not Guilty’ on the 
charges of conspiracy and incite
ment. That verdict was a victory 
for our party and the workers.

"Comrade Haston declared that 
the arrested comrades and our 
party were the scapegoats for 
Bevln’s Defense Regulation 1-AA. 
(This Regulation makes i t  a 
crime» carrying heavy penalties, 
to advocate strikes in war-essent
ial industries — Editor). Bevin 
painted a picture of nation-wide 
conspiracy. The verdict of the 
ju ry  knocks the bottom out of 
his case. I t  seems now that there 
was no conspiracy; no incitement. 
Therefore we demand an imme
diate withdrawal of Defense Reg
ulation 1-AA. We call upon the 
workers in  the factories, mines 
and railways to demand its w ith
drawal.”

Drawing attention to the poli
tical significance of the tr ia l and 
imprisonment of the four Trot
skyists, the statement continues: 
“ I t  is now clear that while we 
were specially selected for attack, 
the tr ia l was directed against the 
whole working-class. I t  was a 
preliminary warning challenge of 
the capitalist class. The reply 
of the workers must be sharp 
and clear. Immediate, nation-wide 
demand for the release of the 
comrades must be organized.

“ Finally, we declare that the 
tr ia l has demonstrated the terror 
our political program has struck 
in  the hearts of the capitalists. 
They realize that only our prog
ram offers an alternative to the 
working-class.

“ We declare that imprisonment 
and persecution w ill not s till our 
voice. Hardships w ill not swerve 
us from our course. W ith re
doubled energy we w ill continue 
the struggle for the victory of 
the workers under the banner of 
the Fourth International.”

*  *  *

Clear indications of the growing 
m ilitancy of the British workers, 
which was the direct cause of 
the Churchill-Bevin attack on the 
Trotskyist revolutionary van
guard, are contained in  the latest 
issue of the Socialist Appeal, or
gan of the Trotskyist movement 
in England, to reach this country.

The Tory government sought to

drive a wedge between the work
ers in  industry and those in the 
army, and to incite the soldiers 
against the workers. This at
tempt, the Socialist Appeal re
ports, has failed.

In  Brita in ’s Eighth Army, a 
Sergeant Lawson was induced to 
put forward a resolution con
demning strikes in  war-time. The 
resolution not only failed to get 
any support, but the Eighth Army 
News, official army newspaper, 
published a statement prominent
ly  headlined: "Eighth Army Men 
Say to Workers: RIGHT TO
STRIKE IS PART OF THE 
FREEDOM WE FIGHT FOR!” 
A facsimile of the headline and 
part of the article is reproduced 
in  the British Trotskyist organ.

The Eighth Arm y men, as the 
body of the article shows, are 
opposed to Bevin’s reactionary 
Defense Regulation 1-AA. They 
reject outright the assertions of 
Churchill-Bevin and the Tory and 
Stalinist press that strikes are a 
“ stab in the back”  to the boys in 
uniform. And they vigorously 
oppose any attempt to make 
strikes illegal. This clear, un
equivocal declaration of solidarity 
with the striking workers back 
home resulted from a poll of the 
soldiers by the Eighth Army 
News.

An equally strik ing indication 
of the sp irit of working-class so
lida rity  which animates Brita in ’s 
workers in  uniform is the action 
of 82 soldiers in  the Royal Engin
eers in  signing a petition to the 
government protesting against the 
arrest of the Trotskyists and de
manding their release.

The Trotskyists, states the peti
tion, “ are accused of fomenting 
the strikes among the apprentices 
and coal miners. We do not be
lieve that this is true. That they 
gave guidance and advice to the 
miners and apprentices is to their 
credit, fo r that is the job of all 
fa ith fu l workers’ leaders. . . The 
real culprit in  the strikes is the 
Government, who prefer to leave 
this basic industry (coal) in  the 
hands of a few exploiters. The 
Government’s solution lay in  in 
tensifying exploitation on the one 
hand, and drafting unwilling ap
prentices down the pits on the 
other.”

Concluding, the petition states: 
“ We soldiers are also workers. 
We do not want to come back 
to a life  where living conditions 
have been driven down to in-

Anti-fascist civilians in  Denmark set fire  to the department store shown in the photograph 
above, then formed barricades in the street to prevent fire-figh ting apparatus from reaching scene

New NMU Hall — Facade 
To Hide Union Retreat

By R ichard K irk
The new hall of the National Maritime Union in New York 

C ity  is now open and in fu ll operation after a big National 
Maritime Day dedication ceremony. This is reputed to be the 
most elaborate union hall that American seamen have ever 
owned. It has an illuminated dispatchers’ board, recreational 
facilities including a bar with free beer on occasions, upholstered 
benches and, as President Curran promised, sweet music while 
the seamen wait for their next ship out. A good union hall is 
a good thing to have. A ll militants, of which the N M U  has its 
share, are in favor of good and better things for the seamen; 
that is why they bu ilt the union in 'the  firs t place.

After the government smash-® * 1 2 * * 1 2 * 1 
ed the seamen’s unions after the | symbol of free, independent.union- 
last war (in 1921) and herded ism in the maritime industry.
the "heroes in dungarees’’ into 
government fin k  halls, crimp 
joints, and shipowner controlled 
employment offices, the seamen 
conducted an unremitting strug
gle to establish their own hiring 
halls.

I t  was not until the great mari
time strike of 1934, which cul
minated In the San FYancisco 
general strike, that the seamen 
took the first step toward regain
ing union control of the hiring 
hall. In  the strike of 1936-37, the 
99 day strike on the Pacific Coast, 
the seamen were finally able to 
force the shipowners to sign 
written agreements embodying 
recognition of the union hiring 
hall.

For seamen, union control over 
the h iring hall meant an end to 
the vicious system of blacklisting 
by which the government and the 
shipowners victimized union m ili
tants; I t  meant an end to dis
crimination, favoritism, miserable 
working conditions,low wages, and 
a condition of sea-slavery. I t  
meant, above all, the independence 
of the union, free from domina
tion or control by the shipowners 
or their political agents in  the 
government! The unions for
mulated their OWN shipping 
rules based on the principle of 
rotary shipping. Union members 
who violated the shipping rules, 
the union contract, union work
ing conditions, were disciplined 
by the democratic action of the 
union membership. The union 
hiring hall for seamen became the

I t  is against this background 
that seamen must assess the 
value of either old or new hiring 
halls. What are the conditions 
that go with the new NMU hall? 
During the last two years the 
shipping rules have been “ modi
fied”  until there is litt le  le ft of 
the rights of members. For ex
ample, the “ Wartime Shipping 
Rules”  of the NMU for the port 
of New York contain the follow
ing provisions:

W ARTIME REGULATIONS
1. “ A ll men between the years 

of 18 and 38 who persist in turn
ing down ships without any good 
reason that they can substantiate, 
w ill have their names turned over 
to the D ra ft Board by the Agent 
and the Dispatcher as not being 
bonafide seamen.

JOSEPH CURRAN

tolerable levels. W’e consider the 
miners’ fight as a struggle to 
maintain their rights. We con
demn all ta lk of the miners (as 
well as Tearse, Lee and Keen) 
stabbing the soldiers in the back. 
I t  is not they who are betraying 
us, but those who refuse to sup
port the miners.”

[Responding enthusiastically to 
the campaign initiated by the 
National Office for a $1,000 
Solidarity Fund to aid the British 
Trotskyist movement, branches 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
have already sent in contributions 
totalling $200.

New York has sent In $65, San 
Francisco $100, New Haven $5, 
Milwaukee $5, Quakertown $5, 
Reading $5, Rochester $5, St. 
Louis $5, Dayton $5.

Readers are invited to send con
tributions to Business Manager, 
THE M ILITA N T, 116 University 
Place, N. Y. 8, N. Y.J

2. “ A ll men over 38 years of 
age who persist in turning down 
ships without any good reason 
that they can substantiate, w ill 
have their names turned over to 
the War Manpower Commission 
as not being bonafide seamen.”

These provisions in the ship
ping rules mean that the union 
officials have become finger-men 
fo r government agencies upon 
whom they depend to enforce the 
union shipping rules 1 The union 
shipping card has been abolished 
and in its place there has been 
substituted the RMO (Recruit- 
■ment and Manning Organization 
of the War Shipping Administra
tion) time allotment card with 
the union’s name on it .  These 
measures, only a few of a num
ber of other like measures that 
have been put into effect by the 
Curran-Stalinist leadership, serve 
to undermine union control over 
the hiring hall. And flowing from 
these, there arise certain vicious 
practices, especially a system of 
favoritism.

Shore-time allotments run from 
four to th irty  days. This in 
equality in shipping cards makes 
rotary shipping impossible, forc
ing a man, say, w ith a ten-day 
card to compete w ith  others w ith 
th irty-day cards. A  seaman is 
doubly penalized fo r quitting even 
a ship on which the worst con
ditions prevail. F irst, he has to 
take a short shipping card. 
Second, he incurs disciplinary 
measures by the union fo r getting 
o ff w ithout a replacement.

A  most vicious practice has 
resulted from  this. The ship’s of
ficers and company officials have 
fostered a system of favoritism 
whereby a seaman who permits 
himself to become so involved

can get litt le  protection against 
the stringent RMO rulings. This 
divides the crew and always 
leaves the company w ith a few 
stooges on the ship. W ith a 
divided crew a seaman w illing  to 
fight fo r conditions finds himself 
fir.ed. Because of the short ship
ping card he w ill then get, along 
with other possible penalties, and 
the unwillingness of the Patrol
men to back him up, even a good 
union man becomes reluctant to 
fight.

The end result is that bad con
ditions get worse and there is no 
way to stop it. A seaman is 
cajoled or threatened into taking 
a job where he must sleep in a 
crummy bunk on a lousy ship, 
while the shipowner gets praise 
fo r keeping i t  in operation.

When a seaman comes in from 
a trip , he is confronted in the 
Union Hall w ith all the red tape 
of a first rate government 
agency. On the conveyor belt of 
this red tape he gets pushed from 
p illa r to post and from office to 
office, and finally lands in the 
T ria l and Rules Committee which, 
to save time, w ill read him the 
rules and give him a tr ia l at the 
same time.

Enforcing the RMO rulings is 
the job of the RMO and not of 
a union. However, the NMU of
ficials even use the practice of 
reporting violations o f ' RMO 
rulings to the RMO and Selec
tive Service officials!

The Union Hall is no longer a 
place where a union man can 
expect to find protection and just 
representation against a ship
owner or a government bureau
crat. On the contrary, this system 
by which the Union has under
taken the functions of the WSA, 
the RMO and the Selective Serv
ice System makes going to sea 
just like being in ja il, only more 
efficient. I t  is hardly surprising, 
therefore, that the shipowners 
eagerly accept when they are in
vited into the Hall and are 
received w ith open arms.

A t the April 27 membership 
meeting Curran boasted: “ For the 

firs t tíme in  h istory personnel

on which the entire slate of twen
ty  u n i o n i s t s  from F lin t 
Chevrolet Local 659 were elected 
as delegates to the State Conven
tion. The 5-point program reads 
as follows: 1. Rescind the No- 
Strike Pledge. 2. Smash the L it
tle Steel Formula. 3. Independ
ent Political Action by the Work
ers. 4. Stabilized Unemployment 
Compensation. 5. Post-War Sec
urity  Establishment Now.

The great majority of the deleg
ates from the other F lin t UAW 
locals, Buick Local 599, AC Local 
651 and Fisher Body Local 581 
are also on record against the no
strike pledge. The eutire delega
tion of ten from Chrysler Local 
490 is committed to the repeal of 
the no-strlke pledge.

Last year the Michigan CIO 
convention by a two to one major
ity  passed a resolution “ recom
mending to all of the affiliated 
unions and to the CIO that un
less assurances that were made 
to labor are immediately and ef
fectively put Into operation, we 
consider our ‘no-strike pledge’ no 
longer binding and labor w ill 
settle the problems in the future 
in  the only manner left open to 
i t ;  by the use of its economic 
strength.”  The UAW and CIO top 
leaders ignored this resolution. 
This year the movement to revoke 
the no-strike pledge is fa r strong
er and better organized. The top 
CIO bureaucrats however are 
more determined than ever to 
keep labor in  the strait-jacket of 
the no-strike pledge and w ill res
ort to every wile and stratagem 
to keep this issue from being 
thoroughly aired by the conven
tion delegates.

MCF SUPPORT
Another important question fac

ing the Convention w ill be the 
endorsement of independent poli
tical action and support of thè 
newly formed Michigan Common
wealth Federation. Last year, 
after a sharp and bitter struggle, 
the Convention recorded Itself in 
favor of launching a labor party 
and called for a referendum on 
this subject by all affiliated un
ions. The top CIO officials vio
lated both the letter and spirit 
of the convention mandate by re
fusing to| hold the referendum. 
The alibi of the bureaucrats was 
that the convention decision was 
a violation of national CIO pol
icy. The leading union m ilitants 
have succeeded, despite the op
position of the Murrays and 
Thomases, in  setting up their in
dependent party, the Michigan 
Commonwealth Federation. At 
this convention the delegates w ill 
have an opportunity to call their 
leadership to account. The newly 
formed MCF has already obtained 
the necessary signatures to run 
State and local candidates this 
fall. A number of local unions 
have already affiliated w ith the 
MCF, Twenty local union MCF 
clubs are in existence today and 
each week additional ones are be
ing organized. The Ford Bomber 
Local 50 has adopted a resolution 
calling upon the Convention to

urge all CIO locals to affiliate 
with the MOF.

As a year ago, the UAW top 
leadership, which dominates the 
Michigan CIO movement, is 
sharply split into two power c li
ques, one dominated by Walter 
Reuther, the other under the lead
ership of Addes, and supported 
by the Stalinists. Today, increas
ingly large numbers of unionists 
are becoming convinced that the 
Reuther and Addes cliques are 
simply engaged in  an unprincipl
ed struggle for power. In 1943 
the Reutherites were fighting the 
piece work speed-up program 
which was pushed by the Addes- 
Stalinist machine. Today not 
even the Stalinists dare revive 
the demand in the UAW for piece 
work. I t  has ceased to be an is
sue inside the UAW. The leaders 
of both caucuses are today equal
ly  opposed to the revocation of 
the no-strike pledge and are unit
ed in opposition to the MCF.

TWO CLIQUES
Since the leadership of both 

these caucuses is definitely com
mitted to retaining the no-strike 
pledge It  is becoming increasingly 
obvious to the ranks that they 
have no alternative but to form 
an independent movement which 
w ill fight for the demands and 
needs of the rank and file. A l
ready a number of UAW’ locals

previously Identified w ith the 
Reuther group are acting inde
pendently, as Chrysler Local 490, 
Diesel Local 163, Chevrolet Local 
659, Briggs Local 212, Ford Local 
50, Michigan Steel Tube Local 238 
and Steel Products Local 351. The 
forces previously closely attached 
to the Addes-Stalinist machine 
bift who now follow an independ
ent course are the F lin t Industrial 
Union Council, Buick Local 599, 
Motor Products Local 203 and 
Dodge Truck Local 140.

M ILITANTS
M ilitants throughout the UAW 

are beginning to ra lly behind 
these local unions, and their ma
jo r demand: rescind the no-strike 
pledge.

Independently of this move
ment, the MCF has set up a group 
of its own to press for favorable 
action on the MCF at the State 
Convention.

The formation of a genuine 
rank and file group composed of 
important UAW and CIO locals of 
Michigan w ill represent an enorm
ous step forward In the trade un
ion movement. I t  w ill mean that 
finally the voice of the rank and 
file,, its demands to regain the in 
dependence of the union move
ment, w ill be given organized ex
pression and its work coordinated 
on a state and eventually on a 
national scale.

representatives of 60 shipowners 
were sitting in the Hall, talking 
cooperation. I  told them that fo r 
seven years we’ve been fighting 
to keep them out of the Hall, and 
now we’re figh ting  to get them 
in.”  Shipowner Taylor of the 
Merchant M a r i n e  Institute 
dedicated the new hall. An evil 
omen fo r the future!

Among the fru its  of Curran’s 
“ fight”  is this, that, as everyone 
knows, recently there has been 
an epidemic of seamen shipping 
o ff the dock through company 
offices and on unorganized lines 
(Standard Oil, Isthmian etc.) Na
tional Vice- President of NMU 
Meyers has complained to the 
War Shipping Administration 
that the seamen do this in order 
to escape and evade the shipping 
rules of the NMU. The Pilot, of
ficial weekly of the Union, re
ported on May 5: “ The union has 
even gone so far as taking drastic 
action against men who violate 
our shipping rules . . . after the 
union takes this action however 
its hands are tied because the in
dividual . . .  is free to go to any 
one of the few unorganized 
lines. . .”

The policies of NMU leaders 
in supporting the government and 
its bureaus become so oppressive 
that seamen are driven away from 
the Union Hall to the protection 
of — the shipowners and their 
crimps. This is v irtua lly  what 
the Pilot itself says.

This is the price that the sea
men pay fo r the support their 
officials give to Roosevelt and the 
war machine. This is the price 
of the new Hall.

Canadian 
News Letter

The CCF Victory
On June 15 the workers and 

farmers of the province of Saskat
chewan elected the first farmer- 
labor government in  Canadian 
history — and elected i t  w ith an 
overwhelming majority. Of fifty- 
two seats the CCF Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation captur
ed forty-four, the liberal party 
four. The other seats are still 
in doubt and there is a strong 
possibility that they too w ill go 
to the CCF. The majority of the 
thirty-eight Conservative candid
ates, as well as the two labor 
Progressive (Stalinist) candid
ates lost their election deposits,
1. e., failed to secure the neces
sary minimum of votes. CCF rep
resentation in the Provincial 
House increased from ten to fo rty - 
four while the liberal party rep
resentation dropped from th irty- 
eight to four.

This smashing victory over the 
well-oiled liberal machine and in 
the face of an unprecedented cam
paign of lies and slander on the 
part of the reactionaries (includ
ing the Stalinists) is a ll the more 
significant since Saskatchewan is 
a predominantly farm province 
w ith  only ligh t industry in one 
or two cities. I t  shows that the 
farmers are taking the same road 
as the workers, who elected thir- 
ty-fpur CCF candidates in the On
tario provincial election. Just as 
in Ontario, the m ilita ry vote was 
overwhelmingly CCF.

Frightened by these gains, the 
capitalist class is intensifying its 
anti-labor campaign, directed not 
only at the CCF, but also the trade 
union movement. The bosses are 
worried by the leftward surge 
of the masses which is giving the 
CCF its victories at the polls. Un
der the leadership of incipient fas
cist elements such as Gladstone 
Murray (who helped organize the 
propaganda campaign w h i c h  
broke the British general strike 
of 1926) Big Business is using 
every resource at its command to 
break the labor movement. Lat
est move is 'th e  organization of 
the “ Society fo r Individual Free-« 
dom against State Socialism.” 
The membership forms of this 
outfit are sent not to individuals 
but to corporations. Big Business 
is haunted by memories of the 
great Winnipeg general strike of 
1919.

STALINIST TREACHERY
The campaign of the bosses is 

aided and abetted by the Stalin
ists, who are now calling fo r 
a capitalist — Labor coalition 
government. Their main activity 
at present, is the launching of v i
cious attacks on the CCF, on the 
ground that the CCF is raising 
the "false issue of socialism vs. 
capitalism and thus destroying 
national unity.”  In  the course of 
the Saskatchewan campaign, A. 
A. MacLeod, Stalinist Member of 
Provincial Parliament in Ontario 
declared, “ The CCF is out of tune 
w ith Canada, organized labor, the 
government of New Zealand 
which It extolls, the British La
bor Party and the whole of ad-

vancing humanity because its pol
icy would v irtua lly make the 
province and the nation an isol
ated island of depression in  a 
sea of world prosperity . . . They 
would establish a medieval sys
tem oj communism in  which the 
people would share their poverty." 
Charles Sims, Stalinist member of 
the Toronto City Council, in  op
posing the granting of a permit 
to the CCF for the use of a Tor
onto park, stated that the CCF 
would take the opportunity to 
peddle “ political moonshine and 
Trotskyist ( !)  tripe."

STRIKEBREAKERS
The vile anti-labor character of 

the Stalinist program, is clearly 
revealed in  Canada where the 
Stalinists s till form an organized 
party. One of Its main alms is 
to sabotage the CCF and a ll other 
forms of working class political 
action. In the unions, too, their 
role as strike breakers and sab
oteurs of political action is be
coming daily more obvious to the 
rank and filer. In  the Toronto 
Labor Council they combined 
w ith conservative members to 
block affiliation w ith  the CCF. 
Similarly, the executive board of 
the Stalinist-controlled United 
Electrical Workers, CIO, forward
ed a resolution to its locals ad
vising against participation in  a 
coming CCF trade union confer
ence.

*  *  «

The CCF top leadership conti
nues to water down Us already 
m ilk and water reformist prog
ram. Immediately after the Sas
katchewan victory, Premier-elect 
T. C. Douglas hastened to assure 
the capitalists that there would 
be no “ sensational”  developments. 
M. J. Coldwell fawned on Liberal 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
after the latter’s return from the 
imperial council in London, called 
to consolidate the British Empire,

*  *  *

On the trade union front, the 
situation has been outwardly 
quiet since the strike of 14,000 
Ford workers in  Windsor in  
April. Meanwhile, the liv ing 
standard of the workers continues 
to decline and the shadow of 
mass lay-offs lengthens across 
the land. A t the present moment 
at the Canada Motor Lamps 
plant in  Windsor, the first one 
hundred of 565 workers schedul
ed to be laid off, are staging a 
small scale version of the Brew
ster sit-in strike.
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Churchill-Bevin: Serf-Herders

were backing, or at least acquies
cing in, Bevin’s scheme to drag
oon them into the mines. Like 
the labor skates in this country, 
the Greens, the Murrays and the 
Hillmans, the British labor bu
reaucrats have tied themselves to 
the capitalist war machine and 
refuse even to countenance, much 
less lead, any righteous struggle 
of the workers.

The AEU officials proscribed 
the Tyne Apprentices’ Guild, out
lawed it  from the union move
ment, and threatened expulsion 
from the union of any apprent
ices who retained guild member
ship.

Although betrayed and le ft to 
their fate by the union leaders 
whose duty it  was to champion 
their just cause, the apprentices 
kept up their fight against the 
enslaving P it Ballot Scheme. 
They sent a deputation to London 
to see Labor Minister Bevin and 
demand exemption of apprentices 
from the ballot, scheme. This 
servile flunkey of Churchill and 
the British capitalists refused 
even to receive the deputation. 
It was then that the apprentices 
decided to strike.

The opposition of the apprent
ices to the slave-labor plan of 
Bevin-Churchill can readily be un

army of two to three millions — 
there is no problem in securing 
sufficient labor fo r hewing coal. 
But today, in the midst of war, 
w ith millions in the armed serv
ices, and because the expanded 
war industries offer more attrac
tive employment, workers shy 
away from the mines, preferring 
work above ground in more 
healthful circumstances and at 
better pay.

Brita in ’s coal production has 
been fa lling  off. But the root of 
the decline is not any temporary 
labor shortage. Responsible is 
the chronic decay of the coal in
dustry under the gross misman
agement of the coal owners. The 
Tory government of Winston 
Churchill sought, however, to 
solve the production problem by 
drafting labor fo r the mines, by 
conscripting apprentices from 
various other industries under 
the P it Ballot Scheme and com
pelling them to labor under
ground.

I t  was, of course, the trade un
ion Bureaucrat Ernest Bevin, and 
now His Majesty’s most loyal 
Minister of Labor, who was given 
the job of sponsoring the Pit 
Ballot Scheme and of enforcing 
its provisions. These provisions 
include s tiff penalties — fine and 
imprisonment both — fo r any 
young worker who, having been 
selected by “ ballot,”  refuses to go 
down to work in the coal pits.

derstood. Many of them are the 
sons of families whose menfolk 
have labored underground in the 
coal mines for generations. They 
know the drab life of poverty and 
squalor which the miners and 
their families lead. They know 
the perils to life  and health 
which come from working in' 
the pits. They "mow of the 
c h r o n i c  depression of B rit
ain’s coal industry, only tempor
arily eased by the urgent war de
mand for coal. They know that 
mass unemployment w ill return 
again i f  capitalism is permitted 
to live.

TO THE RESCUE

underground from 'which they 
thought they had escaped.

Their rebellion against being 
conscripted fo r work in the mines 
was accentuated by their knowl- 
edged of the fact that private 
capitalist ownership of the pits— 
not any temporary labor short
age — is at the root of the dec
line of co il production. The ap
prentices know this and the min
ers know it, too. For a quarter 
of a century and more the M in
ers’ Federation of Great Britain 
has placed in the forefront of 
its program a demand fo r the 
nationalization of the coal indus-

partners have no interest in mod
ernizing the pits and introducing 
more efficient working methods 
through mechanization. They pre
fer to live parasitically o ff the 
wealth of this backward industry 
rather than invest their royalties 
and profits in improvements which 
would enhance productivity and 
render the mines safer and 
healthier.

VAMPIRE ARISTOCRACY 1 1
I t  has been plain for years that 

greater and more efficient coal 
production can be secured only if  
the vampire aristocracy and the

in the prisoners’ dock together 
with the four Trotskyists.

What the tr ia l revealed and 
proved was not any Trotskyist 
“ conspiracy”  to foment strikes, 
but intense and widespread oppo
sition by Brita in ’s working-class 
youth to Bevin’s slave-labor 
scheme. The “ Bevin Boys" — as 
the victims of this scheme are 
referred to in England — turned 
an indictment of the Trotskyists 
into an indictment of the British 
capitalists and their Tory govern
ment, including' the labor fakers, 
such as Bevin, who serve them.

In part because of the m ilitant 
ipposition of the apprentices 
hemselves, but also fo r other im- 
»ortant reasons whose essence has 
I ready been revealed in this 

irtiele, the Bevin Ballot Scheme 
has turned out a dismal failure. 
This was admitted in the London 
News Chronicle of May 2. Accord
ing to this capitalist organ, the 
principal cause of the failure is 
“ that the coal industry, presented 
with these boys, could not train 
them. There are about 20,000 
boys in Great Britain who have 
been picked in the ballot, but so 
far nobody wants them.”

>io opponent of capitalism could 
have written a more deadly com
mentary on the state to which 
Britain has been reduced under 
the decaying capitalist system. 
Bevin conscripts them, but the 
mine-owners cannot train them! 
One of Brita in ’s largest and 
wealthiest industries cannot train 
a few thousand young men to hew 
coal! Here alone is justification 
for the workers’ demand for na
tionalization of the coal mines.

SHOP -  TALKS  
O N  SOCIALISM

By V . Grey

try . The demand is being pressed 
more strongly today.

Britain's coal industry is 
weighted down with a vast load 
of parasitism which makes the 
cost of producing coal fa r higher 
than in some competing count
ries, while at the same time it 
prevents reorganization of the 
industry' on rational, scientific 
lines. In addition to the ordin
ary parasitism represented by 
capitalist profits, there is the par
asitism of hereditary interests.

HEAVY TOLL
England’s aristocracy', w ith its 

great landed rights, exacts a 
heavy to ll from nearly all the 
coal that is mined. The establish
ed Church is another beneficiary, 
because it, like the aristocracy, 
also has great vested land inter
ests. Wherever a mine cutting is 
Iriven beneath some private or

CROC Petitions 
To Free Eighteen 
Signed by 9,000

(Continued from page 1)

fo r the freeing of the 18, and 
their members have signed pardon 
petitions.

capitalist newspapers w e n t  
sleuthing in search of “ sinister un
derground influences”  which, with 
the aid of “ foreign funds,”  were 
“ conspiring”  to cause strikes in 
order to hamper the war effort, 
this flunkey of British capitalism 
had four Trotskyist leaders ar
rested and charged with “ con
spiring”  to bring about the Tyne 
apprentice strike.

When the four were brought to 
tria l in London last month, the 
conspiracy charge collapsed, but 
the Trotskyists were nevertheless 
railroaded to prison on charges of 
“ furthering, aiding and abetting”  
the strike. The real conspirators 
were Churc.hill-Bevin, who sought 
to make the Trotskyists scape
goats for their own crimes, for 
their, own indefensible defense of 
continued private ownership of 
the coal mines which by all the 
evidence is responsible for the 
rotten condition of this British 
industry.

The “ conspiracy.”  charge col
lapsed under the weight .of the 
government’s own testimony at 
the tria l, given through the

coal owners are expropriated, 
the mines nationalized and oper
ated fo r public benefit instead of 
for the profit of a few parasites. 
Only in this way, can the miners 
be assured of adequate reward 
fo r their labor-, and decent work
ing and liv ing conditions. The 
Tymeside apprentices recognized 
this when, in answer to Bevin’s 
P it Ballot Scheme, they counter

ed with the demand fo r national
ization of the mines. And the 
miners themselves renewed the 
cry fo r nationalization when, at 
the time of the Tyne apprentice 
strike, they too downed their 
tools in  the great p it walk-outs 
which occurred in March.

But interfering w ith vested in
terests,, trespassing on the sacred 
rights of private property, is the 
last thing the Tory government 
of Churchill would think of doing. 
'  n<! ;;o, »:» f -> f n ' r  ■> un pro
duction i.i\ the outmoded pits, the 
draconian P it Rallot Scheme was 
introduced. Of what account are 
the lives and interests of thou
sands of young workers when 
weighed in the balance against 
aristocratic privilege and capital
ist profits ?

When the war came, the min
ers saw an opportunity' fo r their 
sons to escape the grinding, un
healthy underground toil which 
had always been their own lot, 
and the lot of their fathers be
fore them. They sent their sons 
into other industries. England’s 
coal barons saw not only' their 
present but their future labor sup
ply disappearing. Churchill and 
Bevin came to the rescue with the 
Pit Ballot Scheme.

Some of the apprentices had al
ready spent two or more years 
at their newly'-chosen trades when 
the scheme was put into effect. 
Suddenly, without regard to their 
present or future interests, they 
were to be forced down the coal 
mines, condemned to all the 
miseries and hazards o f, work

APPRENTICES ARRESTED
A fte r the first ballots were 

drawn, young apprentices by the 
score were arrested for refusal to 
take the mine employment thus 
thrust upon them. The Tyneside 
apprentices had previously banded 
themselves together in the Tyne 
Apprentices Guild in order to 
protect themselves and, in parti
cular, to resist forcible conscrip
tion fo r mine labor. Similar move
ments of protest and opposition 
sprang up in other parts of the 
country.

The apprentices had been com
pelled to form this organization 
because the bureaucratic, leaders 
of the Amalgamated Engineering 
Union, to which they belonged,

Church estate, the lord of the es
tate or the Church collects a ton
nage “ royalty”  which is counted 
in costs of production. The Duke 
of Northumberland, from beneath 
whose manorial lands vast quan
tities of coal are dug out each 
year, collects a royalty on every 
ton brought to the surface. The 
Duke is one of the richest paras
ites in England. And he is but

The apprentices struck. The 
miners walked out of the pits. 
A ffrighted by this spectacle of 
working-class militancy, Church-one of a numerous collection of 

aristocratic, leeches who produce 
nothing themselves, but amass 
fortunes and live in the lap of 
luxury by appropriating part of 
the value created by the arduous 
and dangerous toil of the miners.

The burden of parasitism is 
responsible alike fo r the poverty 
of the miners and the backward
ness and inefficiency of the min
ing industry. England’s lords of 
the manor and their capitalist

ill-Bevin struck back with the 
infamous Defense Regulation 
1-AA, which has made i t  a crim
inal offense to advocate or give 
support to any strike in a war- 
essential industry. But passage 
of this reactionary, oppressive, 
liberty-destroying edict has only 
added fuel to the fires of stead
ily accumulating working-class 
wrath.

Bevin went further. While the

Stalinist Mobsters In Seattle Break Up 
Forum Meetings Sponsored By Quakers

(Continued from page 1)

pretext of helping to "establish 
order,”  the Stalinist State Sen
ator, Thomas Rabbit, w-ho ap
peared as one of the ring-leaders 
of the mob, rushed to the platform 
and secured the. mike. He then 
proceeded to denounce the In 
stitute and its speakers.

Then the Stalinists pushed fo r
ward once more their stooge 
veteran. He forgot all about 
selling bonds. Instead, he unloaded 
on the terrorized audience a 20- 
minute harangue, fu ll of ignorant 
slander and invective. Disgustedly, 
one man finally arose and shouted, 
“ I ’ll buy a $100 bond i f  you’ve 
got i t  to sell.”  In the face of this 
challenge, the “ bond - salesman” 
finally retired in confusion.

On Thursday, June 22, The New 
World unleashed an inflammatory 
blast in an editorial with the 
provocative title : “ Wipe OuT This 
Peace Now Blot.”  This lying, 
super-jingo tirade called on the 
“ responsible authorities”  to “ lose 
no time in baiting the so-called 
‘F irs t Annual Institute of Inter
national Relations’.”  I t  termed 
tile speakers—mild traditionally 
religious and liberal pacifists — 
“ a motley crew of pro-Axis 
propagandists.”  .

GLARING LIE
The editorial was even forced 

to the obviously glaring lie that 
“ any illusions as to the real 
motive Behind this institute were

certainly shattered Monday night 
when .Staff Sgt. Frank Batterson 
was denied the floor to speak on 
behalf of the War Bond Drive.”  
But this was to bolster its 
vigilante summons that this “ blot 
on the patriotism of the North
west . . . should be eliminated 
and quickly.”

Promptly that night over 100 
Stalinists were rounded up in 
response to the New World's 
lynch cry. The scheduled speaker 
was Bertram Wolfe, a former 
leader of the defunct Lovestonc 
group and renegade from Marx-

Quaker form of prayer, for five 
minutes. Finally, one Stalinist 
bellowed: “ How long do you folks 
pray ?” From the peaceful Quakers 
came their most violent expres
sion of resistance—the cry, “ This 
is blasphemy!”

While the prayer session was 
in progress, a squad of Stalinists 
pushed their way forward to the 
platform, roughly shoved aside 
the Institute officials and speak
ers, and commandeered the micro
phone. The Chairman was com
pelled to adjourn the completely 
disrupted meeting.

Ism, whose subject was to be 
"Russia at the Peace Table.”

Organized disruption prevailed 
from the first. Thc Quaker 
sponsors of the meeting, trad i
tionally opposed to violence in any 
form, refused to call on the 
attending police to intervene. One 
Stalinist after the other rose to 
hurl insulting phrases and ques
tion's at the Chairman, who was 
attempting to make some in
troductory remarks.

SHOUTED DOWN
Wolfe then attempted fo r 10 

minutes to deliver his lecture, but 
was finally shouted down. The 
Quaker Chairman then pleaded 
w i t h  the “ Four Freedoms”  
mobsters to practice the demo
cracy fo r which they so loudly 
claim they are fighting. Unable 
to restore order, the Chairman 
finally requested thé audience to 
rise and give silent meditation,

Adding insult to injury, the 
gang of Stalinist hoodlums, who 
included a number of leading 
Stalinist. Officials of local unions, 
issued a statement the next day 
attempting to jus tify  their own 
fascist-like assaults by burling 
the slander that “ speakers Of the 
institute . . . are echoing the 
Fascist program”  and arc “ F ifth 
Column traitors.”  Terry Fetus, 
Stalinist mobster who edits The 
New World, blandly stated they 
are only “ protesting”  against 
speakers who arc “ spreading 
Berlin-Tokyo propaganda”  but 
that another scheduled speaker, 
Carey McWilliams, whose Stal
inist sympathies are well-known, 
“ is a fine person”  and “ we urge 
people to hear him.”  I t  seems the 
Stalinists are now attempting to 
dictate who may speak.

Let no one think the Stalinist 
vigilante actions here in Seattle 
are isolated. This must be viewed

as merely the firs t open act of 
terrorism fo r which the entire 
Stalinist press has been clamor
ing throughout the country in its 
rabid campaign of slander and 
l\"nch - incitation against the 
Trotskyists and all workers who 
m ilitantly fight fo r labor.
FIRST ACT

Stalinism has become the 
avowed defender of reactionary 
capitalism and the most virulent 
opponent of socialism. In their 
traitorous desire to become re
cognized minions and hirelings of 
Wall Street, the Stalinists have 
become the most deadly spearhead 
within the labor movement for 
the anti-labor forces of Big 
Business. They have become 
notorious as volunteer s c a b s  
and strikebreakers for the cor
porations and government.

Jn their rapid degeneration, the 
Stalinists are attempting to 
emulate the actions of the v ig i
lante terror gangs of the Ameri
can Legion in the days of A t
torney General Palmer’s “ red 
raids”  and the savage attacks 
launched on organized labor 
following the last war. The events 
here last week are concrete

mouths of Tyneside appi-entices 
who took part in the strike and 
were summoned to testify fo r the 
prosecution. Nine of these ap
prentices were called. Eight of 
them declared that they had or
ganized the Tyne Apprentices 
Guild in order to oppose the P it 
Ballot Scheme which threatened 
all their hopes for the future. 
They said they had struck on 
their own initiative, without be
ing “ instigated”  by anyone. And 
they boldly expressed in court 
their conviction that forcing them 
down the pits was no solution to 
the coal problem — that there 
was only ONE solution, NATION
ALIZATIO N!

Typical of the testimony was 
that of James W, Davy, a 19-year- 
old apprentice fitter and secretary 
of the Tyne Apprentices’ Guild, 
who was the government’s chief 
witness. Davy declared: “ Na
tionalization of the mines was 
our way of approaching the prob
lem. Apprentices were being 
forced to enter the mining indus
try , and we pointed out that i f  
the mines were nationalized the 
coal crisis would have been av
oided and there would be no need 
for apprentices to sacrifice every
thing by going down the mines.”

DAVY’S TESTIMONY
Davy went on to tell the court.: 

“ I arrived at that view myself 
and the accused never assisted me 
towards the view. . . The major
ity  of the members (of the Guild) 
were inclined . towards taking 
strike action... There would have 
been a strike if  I had never met 
any of the accused.”

None of Davy’s testimony was 
to the lik ing of the Tory court, 
and at the conclusion of the tr ia l 
the judge (Justice Cassels) gave 
the witness a verbal castigation 
and said he ought to have been

under a “ labor”  cover. The. leading 
participants of the Stalinist gangs 
are members and officials of 
unions, who attempt to give the 
impression that they are acting 
as spokesmen and representatives 
of labor. Thus, fo r instance, on 
June 24 Hilda Hansen, Stalinist 
Executive Secretary of the Seattle 
CIO Council, issued a slanderous 
attack on the Institute of In 
ternational Relations on the of
ficial stationery of the Council, 
intended to convey the impression 
that tho CIO workers, staunch 
defenders of democratic rights, 
are supporting the scandalous 
terrorist assaults on free speech
by the Stalinists.

Organized labor is duty-bound 
to call a halt to the insidious ac
tions of the Stalinists. They must 
be publicly and sternly warned to

Among the participating unions 
was Local 50, UAW-CIO (Ford 
W illow Run Bomber Plant) whose 
general council adopted unani
mously the following resolution: 

“ Whereas 18 members of the 
Minneapolis Motor Transport and 
Industrial Workers Union, Local 
544-CIO and of the Socialist 
Workers Party are now serving 
12 and 16-month sentences in the 
Federal penitentiaries, and 

“ Whereas these trade unionists 
and Socialist leaders have been 
convicted solely because of their 
beliefs and their activities on be
half of labor, and

“ Whereas these 18 are the first 
to be convicted under the Smith 
“ Gag’ Act, the firs t peace-time 
statute since 1798 to make the 
mere expression of opinion a Fed
eral crime, and 

“ Whereas this vicious statute 
has been condemned by leading 
civil liberties and labor organiza
tions as contrary to every prin- 
cip’e of democracy, and 

“ Whereas the U. S. Supreme 
Court in an unprecedented action 
has three times refused to review 
the convictions of the Minneapo
lis defendants, even though the 
Smith “ Gag”  Act sets a danger
ous precedent which can be used 
against the democratic, rights of 
other trade unionists and work
ing class political parties.

“ Therefore be it  resolved that 
we appeal to the President of the 
United States to grant uncondi
tional pardon and immediate re
lease to the 18 Minneapolis pris
oners, and

“ Be i t  fu rther resolved that we 
contribute the sum of $100 to the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee, 
the authorized representative of 
the prisoners, and 

“ Be i t  further resolved that co
pies of this resolution be sent to 
President Franklin Delano Roose
velt, White House, Washington, 
D. C., to the Civil Rights Defense 
Committee, and to the press.”

A sim ilar resolution was pass
ed by Detroit Local 212 UAW- 
CIO. Hudson Local 154 UAW- 
CIO wrote a letter to President 
Roosevelt condemning the action 
of the Supreme Court in refusing 
to review the case of the 18, and 
demanding pardon fo r the prison
ers.

RECENT ADHERENTS
Among more recent adherents 

to the campaign to free the 18 is 
the Brotherhood of Railway Car
men of America, Local 652, Read
ing, Pa. This union sent in $15 
to the CRDC with a letter which 
said, in part: “ These brothers are 
some of our leading m ilitan t la
bor leaders of today and when the 
powers that be feel that honest 
mass leaders are infringing on 
their so-called capitalistic rights, 
they do not hesitate a second to 
ja il, or even murder, in order 
that they may retain the present 
economic system whereby the few 
royalists have billions and the 
millions of workers. . . have 
crumbs, starvation and misery.”

“ Say, my corner grocer is a So
cialist, too. He says everything 
ought to be divided up so we 
could all start from scratch.”

Yes, that’s a grocer’s idea of 
Socialism. The big chains are 
squeezing him out of business, so 
he wants to sen them broken up 
end start from scratch again, so 
he’ll have a chance to build his 
store up into a chain. And he’s 
not only thinking of getting rich
er, he’s worried about getting 
poorer. Thousands of workers 
lose their lifetime savings every 
year when they put them into 
corner stores. More than half of 
all the small businesses that start 
mday are doomed to quick bank
ruptcy, and no wonder! They just 
an’t  compete with big business. 

The chain stores and other 
monopolies can buy cheaper be
cause they buy in tremendous 
lots; they produce cheaper be
cause they have thousands of 
workers producing for them. And 
so of course they can sell cheaper 
and still make a greater profit 
than the “ independent”  man.

The factory worker who turns 
grocer, figuring that at least his 
family w ill get enough groceries 
in the next depression, is usually 
doomed to b itter disappointment. 
So naturally a few grocers start 
thinking of Socialism especially 
when times are tough. But their 
idea of Socialism is to break up 
all the big production outfits. 
They dream of the nineteenth 
century in America when things 
were, wide open and business op
portunities much greater than to
day. “ Divide things up.”  That’s 
their program all right.

But what kind of a screwy pro
gram would that be for a work
ingman? I f  you divided up thc 
factory among all the workers, 
one would take home a d rill press, 
another a bandsaw, still another 
half a punch press, somebody else 
a bunch of bricks, and so on. 
That's what “ dividing things up” 
would mean.

The wealth of the country is 
mostly in production and produc
tion machinery. Whoever owns 
the factories, mines and mills, 
owns the wealth. And when you 
divide the wealth, those are the 
main things you’re interested in.

We working people are able to 
live, eat, ride streetcars, or drive 
automobiles, and once in a while 
go hunting or fishing because the 
boss pays us a wage that repres
ents a part of what we produce 
in the factory.

We’re not in business fo r our
selves on a streetcorner. To pro
duce anything of value, and pro
duce very much of it, we have 
to work together, lots of us, un
der the same roof and with the

Trotskyists Under 
Attack by Uruguay 
Reactionaries

(Continued from page 1)

against the British Trotskyists by 
Churchill-Bevin and the Tory and 
Stalinist press, collapsed at the 
tr ia l of the four leaders in a Lon
don court, as reported in last 
week’s issue of The Militant. The 
defendants were acquitted by the 
ju ry on a "conspiracy” chafge 
(“ instigating” strikes) but ra il
roaded to prison on charges of 
“ furthering, aiding and abetting” 
strikes. — Editor.]

HIGH PITCH

evidence of the anti-labor terror
ist aims and methods being 
pursued by the Stalinists.

SINISTER ASPECT
The most sinister aspect of 

these storm-trooper actions is 
that they are being carried out

cease their slanderous and terror
ist conduct. They must be openly 
and clearly branded by the entire 
labor movement fo r what they 
are, scabs and strikebreakers, an 
anti-democratic ultra-reactionary 
cancer within the working class 
movement.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

Working himself up tc a higb 
pitch of oratorical passion, tbe 
Minister flourished in the Chamb
er two copies of Contra la Cor
riente, (“ Against the Stream” ) 
Uruguay Trotskyist paper, and 
shouted: “ These people are now 
amongst us. They say that this Is 
actually au imperialist war; that 
the working-class must not be
lieve in t.bc vote; they malign par
liamentarism; they say that the 
victories of justice must be sup
planted by the social tragedy of 
direct revolutionary action.”

In  the eyes of this minister in 
a capitalist government i t  is a 
crime to call the imperialist war 
by its true name. His accusation 
that the Trotskyists "malign” 
parliamentarism came with ill 
grace from a minister who, by 
decree, had just wiped out the 
right to strike guaranteed by the 
parliamentary constitution.

The rabid attack on the Trot
skyists is part of a. spreading 
world offensive against the rev
olutionary movement of socialism 
by the capitalist exploiters and 
their governments.

The Trotskyists are singled out 
for the first reactionary blows be
cause they are the true, unflinch
ing defenders of the workers’ 
rights and interests, the o n ly ! 
real fighters for socialism. Here 
in Uruguay, as in the United 
States, England and elsewhere, j 
the workers must spring to the 
defense of the revolutionary 
vanguard of their class.

aid of many tons of machinery.
Suppose that machinery were 

all split up. Suppose Slim and 
Johnny took the big press home 
and set it  up in Johnny’s garage. 
Suppose Ed took the shear home, 
Bruno and Mike took the paint 
assembly and Fred the crane. 
We’d certainly have a hell of a 
time making anything in a hurry, 
or even anything at all. We’d have 
to have a whole fleet of trucks 
going back and forth  to each 
juy ’s shop — just to make an au
tomobile fender. And the crane 
would be over at Fred’s house do
ing nothing at all. I t  would be 
an awful waste, and we could 
never make the product as cheap
ly as we do now.

We don’t  want to start from 
scratch. We want to start right 
here, as is, with the equipment 
we have now. We want to rescue 
it from the rust and corrosion of 
hard times, by taking over the 
factory as a whole. We want to 
improve i t  to produce more than 
we produce today. And if, under 
the bosses’ management, we can 
produce millions of tons of murd
er machinery for war, then under 
our own management we can pro
duce at least an equal amount of 
good things for peace.

A t the same time we’ll make, 
things easier. The money the 
boss spends now on time study 
men, we’ll spend on mechanical 
engineers and devices to make the 
work easier and lighter. Instead 
i f  some pleasant speaking louse 
trying to find the lim its of our 
endurance, we’ll have fellows 
rained in a different way with 
our interests at heart.

Instead of breaking up any- 
hing—or dividing it—.we should 
iuild it up better. Take the roll 
ine, fo r instance. I t  takes seven 

people to operate it. I t  must have 
cost fifty  or sixty thousand dol
lars to install. But i t ’s down 
learly half the time lately, and 
the seven people are either 
sweeping the floor, or getting in 
ïomebody’s way on a job they’re 
not used to. Now maybe some 
other shop has the same problem. 
Say they have an order fo r a 
slightly different product, so they 
use a different shaped roll. We 
could switch to these other rolls 
two or three days a week and 
do their order in our shop.

The seven people at the other 
shop? Let them handle those big 
forms fo r concrete building sup- 
torts. We don’t  really have 
nough room fo r them anyway. 
'Everybody curses the a ir blue 
when we work on them. By this 
Setter system both shops w ill pro- 
luce easier and more.

We want to go forward from 
here and make the world a better 
place to live in. Not backward to 
the outdoor privy and the scrub
bing board; but forward to well 
made cars, air conditioned homes, 
a 6 hour day, and vacations for 
everybody.

And the only way we can go 
forward is the Socialist way. The 
capitalists can’t  do it. The only 
“ solution”  they can dream of is 
a war. I t ’s only in war time they 
can get machinery going. That 
oroves they’re done for. I t ’s up 
to us to take over. The working 
people as a whole organized as 
the ru ling power must- create 
their own government. Such a 
government, unlike the capitalist 
crazy house, can plan production, 
and save us, the producer-owners 
all kinds of money, as well as 
increase the sum-total of produc
tion. Many businesses are carried 
on today in the most disorganized 
and inefficient manner. Factories 
in one city often make parts for 
factories in another. And the 
bosses don’t  worry about thé 
extra expense. The government 
usually pays the b ill. And the 
boss probably owns stock in the 
railway anyway.

The workers' government won't 
stand fo r this sort, of waste. I t  
will centralize production and 
streamline i t  as much as possible. 
Such a government, the instru
ment of the workers, not the 
money-hungry lunatic capitalists, 
wouldn’t  let. tremendous surpluses 
i f  perishable things accumulate 
while human beings were ragged 
or hungry.

As for the corner grocer—who 
wants to “ divide up" things as 
small as that? The grocer may 
continue in his own store — or 
he may become a manager in one 
of the beautiful super-markets 
owned by the workers — or i f  he’s 
old he may retire. He won't have 
the prospect of owning a chain 
and making youngsters work for 
12 bucks a week. But he w ill be 
far better paid than at present, 
and he'll have what nobody can 
guarantee him today — security.

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

THE M ILITANT  
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British Youths 
Made Pit Serfs 
In Bevin Scheme

By R alph Graham

On March 28 of this year several thousand young British 
workers, apprenticed in the shipyards, machine shops and en
gineering works of ihe Tyneside, struck in protest against what 
is known as the Pit Ballot Scheme, under which the capitalist 
government of England sought to force the workingclass youth 
to labor in the coal mines.

The strike was a revolt by the youth against a new type of 
government coercion which deprived them of freedom to choose 
their employment. Conceived in the H itler style of the forced 
labor battalion, the Pit Ballot Scheme is on a par with the 
current edict o f Roosevelt's War 
Manpower Commission, which 
was put into effect on July 1, 
whereby workers in this coun
try  are "frozen”  to their jobs.
Both measures reflect the reac
tionary anti-labor policies of 
the "democratic”  capitalists 
who are seeking, in the very 
midst of a war for "freedòm 
and democracy,”  to regiment 
and conscript the workers and 
deprive them of their hard-won 
rights and liberties.

In times of depression — or 
even in so-called “ normal times”  
when Britain has an unemployed
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T h e '«LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS 
BRANDED” — KARL MARX.

Negro S truggle
By  Charles Jackson

China's 7-Year Fight For Liberty
The Negro Voters Speak

"the declaration by Negro voters 
drawn up June 17 in New York 
City by the officers of 25 leading 
labor, civic, educational, church 
and fraternal organizations re
presenting a total membership of 
more than 6,500,000 is another in
dication of the growing unrest 
in the ranks of the Negro masses 
who are gradually forcing their 
leaders to a showdown with the 
government and its represen
tatives. The statement, copies of 
which were put in the hands of 
the two capitalist parties, was 
“ designed both to make clear the 
Negro’s present attitude of 
resentment against the short
comings of both major political 
parties and to serve as a guide 
in measuring the future inten
tions of parties and candidates.”

The statement frankly exposes 
a fact well known to all wlio have 
their finger on the pulse of the 
Negro masses. I t  states: “ No in 
justice embitters Negroes more 
than continued segiegation and 
discrimination in the armed 
forces. The national policy of 
segregating Negroes in the armed 
forces violates every principle of 
democracy.”  The declaration de
mands as a price for the Negro 
vote the “ integration of all Amer
icans into unsegregated m ilitary 
forces . . . ”

Next, the “ ...right to work w ith 
out racial or religious discrimin
ation must be . . . expanded dur
ing and after the war. No party 
or candidate for the Presidency 
or Congress can expect the vote 
of Negroes without supporting le
gislation for a permanent federal 
committee on fa ir employment 
practices. . .”

The declaration unquestionably 
expresses the feeling of the 
majority of Negroes throughout 
the country on the question of 
the ballot: “ We insist upon the 
right to vote in every state, un
restricted by poll taxes . . . and 
other devices designed to dis
franchise Negroes and other vot
ers.”  An anti-poll tax bill is 
demanded.

Not fa iling to emphasize the 
•bewhiskered demand for a federal 
anti-lynching law, the two parties 
are warned: “ The ever-serious
evi.1 of lynching and mob violence 
has become more critical as a 
result of unrestrained violence 
against Negroes in the armed 
services. No national administra
tion can merit the support of 
Negroes unless i t  is committed to 
a legislative and administrative 
program for the elimination of 
this national disgrace.”

The housing issue, which is 
particularly acute in the northern, 
industrial cities, is approached on 
a progressive, non-Jim Crow basis 
in the statement which, again, 
reflects the newer trend of 
thought among Negro workers. 
The organizations call for “ . . . an 
enlarged and unsegregated pro
gram of government - financed 
housing.”

The many lessons that the Ne
gro workers have learned as to 
the value of class solidarity are 
also translated into the political 
field in  this document when i t  
states that any force which " . . .  
seeks to destroy organized labor

is as much the enemy of Negroes 
as is he who would prevent Ne
groes from voting."

The otherwise frank and tru th 
fu l declaration leads off w ith the 
usual “ we're for the war”  apol
ogy. I t ’s like a kid telling his 
mama how much he loves her 
before he shows her how he rip 
ped the seat of his new pants. Nev
ertheless, the leaders of these or
ganizations admit that they real
ize that their members have their 
boots on as far as the world class 
struggle is concerned. This fact 
is proved by a demand in  the 
statement for “an end to imper
ialism and colonial exploitation.” 
The authors believe that “  . . . 
political and economic democracy 
must displace the present system 
of exploitation in Africa, the West 
Indies, India and all other col
onial' areas.”

With the November elections 
coming up it w ill be interesting 
to see to how great or rather to 
how little  an extent this declara
tion of Negro voters influences 
the candidates of the two capital
ist parties. A close race has been 
predicted between these two rival 
gangs of political henchmen for 
the big business interests. Theore
tically, then, each should attempt 
to outdo the other in playing up 
to the Negro vote, which may 
actually be the deciding factor.

In our opinion, neither of these 
parties, regardless of how much 
they need our vote, w ill grant— 
or even promise to grant — the 
democratic solutions to the griev
ances outlined in  the declaration 
of Negro voters. They w ill pay 
lip  service to the anti-poll tax 
and anti-lynch bills but we all 
have seen how they get together 
in their slick way to k ill these 
measures. They w ill promise a 
continuation of the FEPC which 
was only granted to forestall the 
March on Washington and which, 
now, is as toothless as a sewer 
carp. They w ill not come out 
flat-footed and promise democra
tic, non-segregated housing nor 
w ill either of them promise dem
ocratic integration of all Ameri
cans into the armed forces. You 
can bet on that.

These things they w ill not do 
because they cannot do them. The 
interests which these two parties 
fro flt for,'find who care not which 
one wins, reap their harvests from 
the seeds of less democracy — not 
more democracy. The job of 
these politicians is to fool the 
people while actually granting 
nothing. That is what Roosevelt 
is trying to do now and what the 
Republican platform tried to do 
in promising to “ investigate”  to 
what extent segregation in the 
Army is “ lowering Negro morale."

Not only w ill i t  be interesting 
to see these politicians squirm 
under pressure of the Negro 
voters when they cannot offer the 
democracy we demand but i t  w ill 
also be interesting to see how 
long the Negro masses w ill wait 
before the m ilitant sp irit which 
instigated this declaration lifts  
them to the level where they w ill 
force their leaders to adopt the 
only strategy that can pay o ff— 
organized mass action, in alliance 
with the labor movement.

By L i Fu-jen
China’s struggle against Japanese imperialism has just com

pleted its seventh year. Few wars have lasted that length of time, 
and none, with the exception of the World War o f 1914-18, has 
taken such a fearful to ll o f human life and treasure. China un
der Chiang Kai-shek’s regime has fallen into utter ruin. And 
still the end is not in sight.

Organizing the Guerrillas

W ith the récent Japanese oc
cupation o f Loyang, capital of 
Hunan province, situated on the 
Peiping-Hankow Railway; of 
Changsha, capital o f Hunan 
province, on the Canton-Han- 
kow Railway; and now o f Hen- 
gyang, vital rail link south of 
Changsha, Japan has all but re
alized her strategic plan o f cut
ting the country in two along 
a north-south line and isolating 
the whole eastern part of the 
country from the great rural 
hinterland ruled over by Chiang 
Kai-shek’s regime. The only 
remaining gap in that line of 
division is a 170-mile stretch of

the country, which includes the 
principal cities, almost all the 
railroads, most of the industry, 
and the entire coastline, they 
rested on the defensive and settled 
down to exploit their rich con
quests. In an effort to disguise 
the imperialist character of these 
conquests, and win the cooperation 
of the Chinese capitalists, they 
established the tra itor Wang 
Ching-wei as their puppet ruler 
at Nanking.

THE EXPLANATION
What IS the explanation for 

China’s inability, thus far, to 
carry on a successful struggle for

railway between Canton ¿nd 
Hengyang which Japanese troops 
are now fighting to occupy.

The seventh anniversary of the 
all-out Japanese attack on China 
is a fitting  occasion to draw a 
balance of the struggle. Japan 
struck the first blow of the cam
paign at Lukouchiao, just south 
of Peiping, on July 7, 1937. Five 
years previously, the Japanese 
imperialists had “ absorbed”  Man
churia. Now, convinced that they 
would easily be able to overcome 
whatever resistance they might 
encounter, they set out to conquer 
China proper and convert i t  into 
a colony, as the British had 
previously done* with India.

GREAT CITIES
The great cities of Peiping and 

Tientsin, Shanghai and Nanking 
(then Chiang Kai-shek’s capital) 
fe ll to the invaders in rapid 
succession in the first few months 
of the war. Chiang retreated up 
the Yangtsze and set up his 
capital in the big metropolitan 
center of Hankow. But toward the 
end of 1938 Hankow, and with it

her independence ? The superior 
m ight of Japanese arms has al
ready been mentioned. This 
superiority, in the first place, was 
assured by the superiority of 
Japan’s industry, compared to 
which China’s industrial economy 
is a veritable pigmy. However, 
China’s m ilita ry deficiency could 
in part have been made good by 
the purchase of arms and m ilita ry 
equipment abroad. From 1927, 
when he slew the Chinese revolu
tion, until 1937 when Japan 
attacked, Chiang Kai-shek could 
have created a formidable m ili
tary establishment. But the funds 
that could have been used fo r this 
purpose—the money wrung from 
the massés in c ity and village by 
a ruthless taxation system—went 
into the private pockets of Chiang 
and his numerous retinue of 
ministers and officials. There is 
probably no other country in the 
world where the public treasury 
is so regularly and completely 
plundered by the ru ling coterie.

Looting of the treasury, how
ever, is but one part of the ex
planation fo r China’s unprepared
ness. More important, ind iffe r

B jr Chen Yen-chxat

The woodcut above depicts the arming of Chinese guerrillas 
to figh t the Japanese imperialist invaders.

Canton in the fa r south, were 
captured by Japanese troops. I t  
was a story of continuous retreat 
after great battles in which the 
C h i n e s e  armies, inadequately 
armed, poorly fed and clothed, 
often unpaid, were compelled to 
fa ll back before the superior 
might of the invading armies. 
Chiang’s capital since 1938 has 
been located at Chungking, 
Yangtsze river port in Szechwan 
province, 1,400 miles from the 
sea.

During these five years ajld. 
more the struggle has been 
virtua lly stalemated. There were 
occasional battles when the Jap
anese sought to round out the 
conquered areas, and a sporadic 
guerrilla warfare has been taking 
place behind their lines. But the 
invaders attempted no general 
advance westward. Having cap
tured the rich eastern section of

ence to adequate defensive 
measures reflected the w illing
ness of Chiang and his clique, and 
of the Chinese capitalists and 
landlords who are Chiang’s sup
port, to come to terms with the 
imperialists rather than fight for 
the independence of their coun
try . Chiang surrendered Man
churia without firing a shot, in 
fact ordered his Manchurian com
mander, Chang Hsueh-liang, to 
withdraw his armies iriside the 
Great-oWall in order to prevent 
“ enlargement of the conflict.”  

I t  was only five years later, 
when mass indignation made it  
clear that this policy of non- 
resistance had reached its limits, 
and when the fu ll scope of the 
Japanese imperialist appetite had 
become apparent, that Chiang 
belatedly reminded himself of his 
duty to lead the defense of the

SHIP CREW STRIKE 
GETS FAST ACTION

PROLETARIAN MORALS SERVE 
SOCIAL REVOLUTIONARY NEED

Engels once wrote that Marx 
and himself remained all their 
lives in the m inority and “ fe lt 
fine”  about it. Periods when the 
movement of the oppressed class 
rises to the level of the general 
tasks of the revolution represent 
the rarest exceptions in  history. 
Far more frequent than victories 
are the defeats of the oppressed. 
Following each defeat comes a 
long period of reaction which 
throws the revolutionists back 
into a state of cruel isolation. 
Pseudo-revolutionists, “ knights 
fo r an hour,”  as a Russian poet 
put it, either openly betray the 
cause of the oppressed in such 
periods or scurry about in the 
search of a formula of salvation 
that would enable them to avoid 
breaking w ith any of the camps. 
I t  is inconceivable in our time to 
find a conciliatory formula in the 
sphere of political economy or so
ciology; class contradictions have 
forever overthrown the “ harmo
ny”  formula of the liberals and 
democratic reformers. There re
mains the domain of religion and 
transcendental morality. The Rus
sian “Social Revolutionists” at
tempted to save democracy by an

rI a d  ~
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INTERNATIONAL"

alliance with the church. Mar
ceau Pivert replaces the church 
w ith Freemasonry. Apparently, 
Victor Serge has not yet joined 
a lodge, but he has no difficulty 
in finding a common language 
with Pivert against Marxism.

Two classes decide the fate of 
modern society: the imperialist
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 
The last resource of the bourge
oisie is fascism, which replaces 
social and historical criteria with 
biological and zoological stand
ards so as thus to free itself from 
all restrictions in the strug
gle for capitalist property. Civil
ization can be saved only by the 
socialist revolution. To accomp
lish the overturn, the proletariat 
needs all its strength, all its res
olution, a ll its audacity, passion 
and ruthlessness. Above all it  
must be completely free from the 
fictions of religion, “ democracy,” 
and transcendental morality — 
the spiritual chains forged by the 
enemy to tame and enslave it. 
Only that which prepares the com
plete and final overthrow of im
perialist bestiality is moral, and 
nothing else. The welfare of the 
revolution — that is the supreme 
law!

(From “ Their Morals and 
Ours,”  by Leon Trotsky, pp. 47-48. 
Pioneer Publishers, 1942; 48 pp. 
20c. Order from Pioneer Publish
ers, 116 University Place, New 
York 3, N. Y.)

CHICAGO, 111., June 26 — 
The value of the strike weapon 
was once again graphically 
demonstrated by the successful 
job action o f the crew of the 
S.S. North American, when it 
docked at the Michigan Avenue 
Bridge at Chicago on Saturday, 
June 24.

The strike was called by the 
A F L Seafarer’s International 
Union, as a result of the refusal 
of the ship owners to recognize 
the righ t of the union to bargain 
fo r the stewards, waitresses, 
maids and other service workers, 
and because of repeated acts of 
intimidation against these work
ers fo r union activity. The rates 
of some of these workers were as 
low as $65 per month fo r 16 hours 
per day, 7 days a week, w ith no 
overtime pay.

The strike was a fine display 
of labor solidarity. The remainder 
of the ship’s crew, the oilers, fire
men, deckhands, etc. were already 
represented by the union and were 
working under union wages and 
working conditions. They re
cognized the need however, fo r a 
100 percent union crew, and 
refused to move the ship. The 
ship was scheduled to sail at 7:30 
P.M., and by that time had a 
capacity load of passengers 
aboard. As soon as the news of 
the strike spread, a number of 
NMU members appeared on the 
scene and attacked the strike and 
the strike leaders. They urged the 
immediate ending of the strike on 
the ground that i t  impeded the 
war effort, was calculated to em
barrass “ our commander in chief,”  
etc. The strikers made short 
sh rift of these finks, chasing 
them o ff the ship. An official of 
the steamship company spoke to 
the strikers along the same line 
as the Stalinists. The strikers 
shouted back “ immediate action— 
we want immediate action!”

OFFICIAL FRANTIC
Hundreds of cash customers 

were waiting fo r their trip . The 
company official was becoming

frantic. He secured permission 
from the union to address the 
strikers. The company official, 
flanked by some gold braid from 
the coast guard, began giving the 
strikers the usual promises that 
the union would be recognized 
after a Labor Board election. He 
eveh promised an election by the 
following Monday. The strikers 
answered by reiterating their 
demands fo r “ action now.”  Two 
of them, a Negro and a White, 
acted as the spokesmen. They 
related acts of terrorism against 
unionists on board ship, and told 
of rotten working and living 
conditions that existed on the 
ship, that some of the men had 
no place to sleep other than the 
hard deck.

Martin Polaner, secretary-treas
urer of the Lake District, SIU, 
explained to the strikers that no 
Labor Board election was neces
sary fo r recognition, and that the 
official could sign a contract right 
then and there. He pointed out 
the delays in labor board proced
ure. Not one striker expressed 
a desire to return, and Polaner 
gave the company one half-hour 
to grant recognition. Otherwise, 
he would find lodgings fo r the 
strikers. The official proceeded to 
burn the wires to his home office 
in Detroit and at 11:30 P. M., 
Jack Delaney, International Rep
resentative of the union, an
nounced that the company had 
agreed to recognize the union’s 
righ t to bargain fo r the strikers, 
that the strike was woh.

Delaney stated to the M ilitant 
correspondent that “ this was the 
best showing of solidarity on the 

I waterfront in years — organized 
white workers striking in sym
pathy with Negro and other un
organized workers in their strug
gle to organize.”  The strike ac
complished in a few hours what 
petitions to the Labor Board for 
an election would never have 
achieved, for in all probability 
the lake season would have closed 
before the Board would have seen 
fit to act.

country. I t  was late, but not too 
late.

A t this stage, however, China’s 
m ilita ry deficiencies in a strug
gle against a powerful, well- 
prepared adversary could hâve 
been made good only by summon
ing the million-headed masses to 
the battle against the invaders. 
The masses were ready and eager 
fo r the struggle. Only a signal 
was needed. Millions would have 
armed themselves, in some j 
fashion, w ith  that genius fo r find- 
ing and manufacturing weapons I 
which always characterizes great ] 
popular mass movements.

READY AND EAGER
But the unfolding of such a 

grandiose movement was just 
what Chiang and the ruling class 
did not want. They fear the 
masses more than they do the im
perialists. They know from ex
perience — recollections of the 
1925 - 27 revolution are s till 
strong! — that the masses, or
ganized and w ith arms in their 
hands, would set their oVvn goals 
for the struggle, and, having 
swept the foreign violator from 
the country, would turn their 
weapons against their “ own”  op
pressors and exploiters. Where 
arms were not available to turn 
the tide of invasion, the Chinese 
workers and peasants would hàVé1 
directed the potent weapon o f 
revolutionary propaganda against 
the Japanese troops. Soldiers on 
both sides of the lines would have 
fraternized and made common 
cause against both the Japanese 
imperialists and the Chinese 
capitalists and landlords.

M ILITARY LIMITS
Chiang Kai - shek therefore 

chose to keep the struggle against 
Japan strictly w ithin m ilita ry 
lim its. As his armies fe ll back 
before the powerful Japanese 
divisions, his generals stamped 
upon every manifestation of in
dependent activity by the Chinese 
masses in the rear. Workers and 
peasants and students who banded 
themselves together to render aid 
to the regular soldiers in the lines 
were jailed or killed by Chiang’s 
reactionary regime.

Here in essence is the ex
planation fo r China’s dismal 
record in the war. The soldiers 
have fought w ith an epic courage 
in the face of fearful odds. Thèir 
comrades in the rear who would 
and could have aided them, were 
discouraged and suppressed out
righ t by the regime in power.

And, in the time - honored 
fashion of capitalist rulers in all 
countries, thé masses have had 
saddled upon them all the 
immense burdens of this strug
gle. While the fortunes of the 
rich '  have been le ft intact, 
tremendous new taxation has been 
shouldered on to the backs of the 
poor. Not enough that their lands 
have been devastated, their cities 
and their homés levelled, that 
widows and orphans hâve been 
created by the millions, that 50,- 
000,000 homeless and hopeless 
refugees wander despairingly 
across the face of a despoiled 
land! No, not enough! They must 
pay, they must keep on paying as 
hitherto, the monetary cost of 
this struggle which can nevOr 
fructify  in victory as long as 
Chiang Kai-shek and his regime 
of landlord - capitalist reaction 
rules over China.

To all the other woes and 
miseries of this unhappy nation 
is now added an unbridled in fla 
tion which is completing the 
economic ruin of the country. The 
Chinese yuan, or dollar, is today 
worth less than 1 /200th of its 
pre-1937 value. Prices are nearly 
300 times the level of 1937 and 
continue to rise at the rate of 
about 10 percent a month.

In this appalling situation, 
Chiang’s regime becomes shakier 
from day to day. Mass rebellion 
grows. Peasant lads are forcibly 
r e s i s t i n g  conscription into 
Chiâng’s armies. Their parents 
band together in the villages to

Remove Bridges
Another important local CIO 

body, the Akron Industrial 
Union Council, has adopted a 
unanimous resolution demand
ing the removal Of Harry 
Bridges, Stalinist head of the 
CIO Longshoremen’s Union, 
from his post as %CIO Cali
fornia Regional Director, be
cause of his strikebreaking 
actions against the Chicago 
Montgomery Ward strikers 
and his advocacy of a perm
anent no-strike pledge.

The Akron CIO represents 
scores of thousands of m ilitant 
rubber workers employed in 
the world’s leading rubber 
fabricating center. Among 
other CIO organizations which 
have also demanded the ouster 
of Bridges arc the Toledo In
dustrial Union Council and the 
St. Louis Joint Board of the 
United Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Employes.

eject Chiang’s grain-tax collec
tors. Fearful lest the Stalinist- 
controlled “ Red Districts”  in the 
northwest become a crystallizing 
point fo r revolutionary discontent, 
Chiang has concentrated large 
a rm ^sA,a t their borders, thus 
wéqj^ning the anti - Japanese 
fronts. His own generals draw 
away from his control, set them
selves up as independent satraps 
in the provinces.

Concerned only to maintain his 
regime in power, and to save 
China fo r the landlords and 
capitalists, Chiang falls more 
and more into dependence on the 
imperialists in Washington and 
London, especially Washington. 
His only “ solution”  fo r the 
economic ruin which the war and 
his reactionary regime have 
wrought, is to seek a loan in 
Wall Street. This is the main 
reason for the current visit to 
this country of It. H. Kung, 
Chiang’s corrupt finance minister. 
But the American imperialists 
w ill finance Chiang only to the 
extent necessary to keep his 
regime in power and prevent1 
capitulation to Japan. They have 
no interest in China’s starving I 
millions. They do not want a 
“ strong China,”  but a weak 
debilitated China which, in their 
own good time, they w ill attempt 
to “ rescue”  from Japan so that 
they may exploit it  themselves. 
This explains the niggardly lend- 
lease aid to China.

China’s struggle against Jap
anese imperialism, China’s strug
gle fo r national freedom, is a just 
struggle and is worthy of com
pleté support. But the struggle 
is being undermined and betrayed 
by the butcher regime of Chiang 
and the Koúmintang. For the 
Chinese masses, liberation lies 
along the road of independent 
struggle, toward the formation of 
a workers and peasants govern
ment which w ill remove from 
power the native exploiters, and 
w ill organize China’s millions for 
a genuine all-out struggle against 
Japanese and all other imperial
ism and which alone w ill bring 
freedom to China.

Officials OK Child Labor- 
So Long As It’s All “Legal”

By R uth Johnson
The nation-wide scandal of 

child labor has reached such 
proportions that government of- 
.leials can no longer ignore it. 
Smarting under the growing 
criticism of child labor law 
violations, New York Industrial 
Commissioner Edward Corsi on 
June 22 “ made the record’’ w ith 
a proposal which only serves to 
expose the subservience of all 
government bureaus to the 
business interests, and their 
callousness toward the enslave
ment of the nation’s youngsters.

Corsi proposes to launch a “ one 
week Campaign”  against viola
tions of the child labor laws. He 
has asked the mayors of 62 New 
York cities to bring the situation 
to public attention, to enlist the 
cooperation of the press, radio, 
and civic organizations in inform
ing parents and prospective em
ployers and employes of the law’s 
provisions and the procedure fo r 
complying w ith them. The prob
lem is thus to be. solved by a 
week’s ballyhoo. “ There is no 
honest reason why any single per
son within the confines of the Em
pire State should fa il to cooper
ate,”  Gorsi explained. Lest any
one s till misunderstand the gov
ernment’s real intentions, Corsi’s 
associates immediately demon
strated further that not child la
bor, but only “ illegal”  child labor, 
would be the subject of this 7-day 
crusade.

VIOLATIONS INCREASE
Carefully explaining that they 

“ are not opposed to youngsters 
working, provided they have 
working papers,”  two labor de-1 
partment officials told why some 
kind of action had to be taken 
by their respective bureaus. Irv 
ing Rozen, regional attorney of 
the U. S. Department of Labor 
on June 22 pointed out the in
crease in the number of violations 
of child labor laws. “ In former 
years we would have two or three 
current cases on the book,”  he 
said. “ Today we have 35 . . .  at 
least 7 or 8 cases that w ill be 
criminal prosecutions.”  A rthu r J. 
White, regional director of the 
Federal Wage and Hour, and Pub
lic Contracts Division of the La
bor Department, disclosed that 
industries flouting the laws now 
include “ clothing sweatshops, can
neries, restaurants, retail stores; 
manufacturers of p a p e r  and 
wooden boxes, and ‘home’ in
dustries such as artificial flower 
making.”

The same kind of apologetic 
statements were made by Kate 
Papert, representing the Women, 
Child Labor and Minimum Wage 
Division of the State Department 
of Labor, who emphasized, “ We 
don’t object to children working... 
We do object to abusing and ex
ploiting children, and that doesn’t  
mean we’re trying to mollycoddle 
them.”

The N. Y. Herald-Tribune, or

gan of Big Business, clearly un
derstands what these government 
flunkeys are driving at — that 
they are attempting to allay la
bor criticism by pretending to en
force the child labor laws, while 
actually giving aid and comfort 
to the sweat-shoppers and child- 
exploiters. That is why the N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune did not hesitate 
to give unqualified editorial sup
port to Corsi’s one-week publicity 
plan. Said the Herald-Tribune, 
“ The increase in the employment 
of minors in these war years...is 
not in itse lf bad; indeed, i t  is des
irable that adolescents participate 
in the war program... However, 
the pressure of labor shortages 
has brought widespread violas 
tions inimical to...respect fo r law.’*

“ RESPECT FOR LAW ”
Thus the entire “ opposition”  to 

child labor of state and federal 
authorities and of the capitalist 
press, revolves around the ques
tion of “ respect fo r law.”  I t  is 
not wrong to employ children fo r 
long hours at p it ifu lly  small 
wages; it  is only wrong to do so 
without first securing the permis
sion of government agencies — 
especially so, when every agency 
of the government is doing its 
best to supply working papers fo r 
every child in America, so that 
“ legalities”  can be painlessly ob
served.

As The M ilitant reported on 
June 3, child labor laws have 
been “ relaxed”  from coast to 
coast, to permit children to work 
at more tender ages, fo r longer 
hours, in more industries, w ith 
fewer safeguards. The schools, 
supposedly entrusted with the 
task of educating youngsters, 
have now joined in the campaign 
to extend child labor. In some 
New York high schools, students 
have been excused from taking 
their final examinations, i f  they 
agree to work on a farm until 
August 1. The result, as the of
ficials anticipated, was that num
erous students in doubt of their 
scholastic standing, eagerly sign
ed up for five weeks of farm 
labor to guarantee their advance
ment to the next grade!

For th irty  years the labor 
movement fought to wipe out the 
exploitation of children, and by 
its work won substantial reforms. 
In three years, i t  has seen these 
gains v irtua lly  wiped out by the 
business interests draped in the 
cloak of patriotism. To prevent 
fu rther inroads on the health and 
education of workers’ children, 
and to safeguard their own wage 
standards against the competition 
of notoriously underpaid young
sters, the labor movement must 
again take vigorous action. Gov
ernment bureaus, social workers, 
the capitalist press, all tied to the 
profit system which thrives on the 
exploitation of the entire working 
class, w ill never do more than 
to issue hypocritical programs 
like the current “ anti-child-labor 
week.”
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MINNEAPOLIS — In preparation fo r a second general strike to 
enforce terms of the contract wrested from Minneapolis bosses 
in May, General Drivers Union 574 on July, 2 issued a public 
statement which exposed the “ delaying”  tactics o f the com
panies as a deliberate union-busting move. “ We desire to nego
tiate in regard to wages and working conditions in every plant 
where our members ask such negotiations,”  said the statement; 
“ This is what we are going to insist on.”  W ith the support of 
every organized trade union body in the city, Local 574 scheduled 
a mass parade to demonstrate its strength.

SAN FRANCISCO — A general strike loomed as public indignation 
mounted over police murder of strik ing waterfront workers. 
Even Joseph P. Ryan, reactionary head o f the A F L  longshore
men’s union, was forced by the pressure of the workers to give 
support to the strike, which he had condemned a few days be
fore. So widespread was the sympathy fo r the longshoremen’s 
strike, that Colonel Mittleson of the National Guard frantically 
threatened court martial for any soldier on strike duty who 
shot into the a ir -— “ Shoot to K ill,”  he ordered.

GERMANY — In a monstrous blood-bath, H itle r purged from  the 
Nazi Party a large section of the rebellious middle class ele
ments who expected fu lfillm en t of Nazi promises of trust- 
busting and land reform. “ This most recent bloody carnage of 
German Fascism,”  said The M ilitant, “ begins to open up a new 
chapter in its history. . . the strengthening o f capitalist re
action.”

In a thorough analysis, The M ilitan t explained how the 
Fascist movement, financed by Big Business, had won to its 
ranks tremendous numbers of people from the middle class. 
“ To the middle class this program (renunciation of the Versailles 
Treaty, nationalization of trusts, and land reforms) represented 
a glorified empire w ith  the oppressive features of B ig Business 
eliminated. The capitalists and the Junkers were never fooled 
by this part of the program. . . W ith the H itle r hordes in power 
and the working class movement crushed, the fascist revolu
tion. . . was not entirely completed. The middle class elements 
had yet to be reckoned with — not irt the fu lfillm ent o f their 
own aspirations of trus t busting and land reform. . . but by 
dashing all of these hopes. .
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im
perialism and of Interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f w o rke rs  financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officer»’ 
training camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent hut controlled by the trade  
anions, to tra in  worker» to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages fo r all worker» 
drafted into the arm y.

5. F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f all war profits. Expro
priation  o f a ll war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5 . A  rising scale o f wages to meet the  
rising cost o f living.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern
ment.

9 . T h e  defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im perialist attack.

The Lynn Case
The recent decision of the Supreme Court on the 

Winfred Lynn Case demonstrates again what a 
fa ith fu l and dependable watchdog is the Supreme 
Court of the interests of the plutocratic masters 
who own the wealth and rule the destinies of this 
country. Again, as in the case of the 18 Minnea
polis prisoners, the Supreme Court is confronted 
with a clear violation of the Constitution. In the 
Lynn Case, involving the question o f discrimina
tion against Negroes in the armed forces, the very 
provisions of the Selective Service Act of 1940. 
which state that "in  the selection and training of 
men under this Act, and in the interpretation and 
execution of the provisions of this Act, there shall 
be no discrimination against any person on account 
of race or color,’’ are admittedly being violated 
every day. Yet the nine begowned attorneys sup
posed to be the guardians of the people’s rights and 
liberties, hid like a bunch of shyster lawyers be
hind a legal technicality and declared that the case 
was ‘moot’ —  it could not be acted upon because 
Winfred Lynn is now no longer in the custody of 
Colonel Dawnes, who was his Commandant at 
Camp Upton, N. Y., when he orig inally brought 
his suit a year and a half ago. (Lynn is now serv
ing in the Pacific theater of war.)

The capitalists and their retainers try  to incul
cate the idea into the minds of the American peo
ple that the courts— and specially the highest court 
of the land, the U. S. Supreme Court—stand above 
the conflict of society, above the struggle between 
capital and labor, and render their verdicts in un
biased fashion: purely on the basis of cold mathe
matical reasoning, impersonal justice and abstract 
law. Nothing could be further from the truth. The 
last few decision^ of the Supreme Court should 
serve to force this truth upon the working masses— 
that the Supreme Court judges are nothing but 
begowned timeservers of the banking and indus
tria l masters of America, that the Supreme Court 
is merely an instrument to keep the masses in line 
behind the present capitalist system of exploitation, 
discrimination, favoritism and luxury for the few 
at the expense of the many.

Only several weeks ago. the same Supreme Court 
judges ruled in the Hartzel and Baumgartner Cases 
that the defendants could not be convicted because 
Americans have the right to “ speak foolishly and

without moderation.”  Baumgartner and Hartzel 
were convicted under the Espionage Act of 1917 
for their pro-Nazi utterances. I t  is interesting to re
call that the U. S. Supreme Court, hiding behind a 
shyster technicality sim ilar to its action in the Lynn 
Case, refused during the last war to rule on the 
conviction of the Socialist agitator, Eugene V. 
Debs. Debs was convicted to ten years imprison
ment under the same Espionage Act of 1917 for 
delivering his Canton speech where he declared his 
opposition to the first world war.

The U. S. Supreme Court shows itself tenderly 
solicitous for the "free speech”  rights of Nazis, 
but it has refused to even act in the case o f the 
Minneapolis Labor prisoners involving the consti
tutionality o f the Smith "Gag”  Act, and now in 
the Winfred Lynn case, involving the question of 
Jim Crowism in the armed forces.

The Supreme Court has thus joined in the cam
paign to ja il Socialist fighters, to hound and bait 
labor militants, and to impose second class citizen
ship on 13 m illion American Negroes.

Yugoslavia
The recent agreement of the T ito  regime in 

Yugoslavia with the Yugoslav government-in-exile 
highlights the sinister aims and reactionary. role 
of the Stalinists. The Yugoslav Liberation move
ment originated as a revolutionary movement of 
the masses, who aspired not only to drive the Nazi 
conquerors out of their country, but to abolish for- , 
ever the rule of the rapacious and reactionary land
lord and capitalist clique represented by King 
Peter and his government-in-exile. The masses of 
Yugoslavia wanted land, peace, freedom and se
curity. The Yugoslav peoples were attracted to the 
Soviet Union because they knew that the Russian 
Revolution had driven out the landlords and capi
talists and had given the land to the peasantry.

The Stalinists, headed by T ito, took the leader
ship of this mass movement and soon began bend
ing it to their own reactionary aims. First, assur
ances were issued that private property would not 
be disturbed in Yugoslavia and that the economic 
and social relations of the pre-war days would be 
retained. This was a clear declaration to the capi
talists of Europe that they need not fear for their 
rule—Stalin would help them maintain the capital
ist status-quo.

Next, in A pril, Dr. Josip Smodlaka, who pre
viously served the gangster royal Yugoslav gov
ernment as Minister to the Vatican and Spain, and 
is now Minister of Foreign A ffa irs in the Stalinist- 
dominated Partisan Government, announced in a 
special interview granted to the correspondent of 
the /V. Y. Times that the “ question of the monarchy 
(in Yugoslavia) w ill not be decided until after the 
war.”  The A pril 22 M ilitan t, commenting on this 
interview, declared: "W hat is now obviously in 
progress is that T ito  and his clique are working 
under the guidance of the Kremlin toward the 
establishment in the Balkans not of a genuine fed
eration, but the creation in alliance w ith the old 
ruling groups, o f a South Slav Entente, w ithin the 
Krem lin ’s sphere of influence.

"Smodlaka’s proposal is still another proof that 
T ito  and the Stalinists seek to betray the revo
lutionary movement of the Yugoslav peasants and 
workers.”

The betrayal of the Yugoslav masses has now 
progressed further. A delayed AP dispatch of June 
23 reported that T ito  had arrived at an agreement 
with King Peter on a unified Cabinet which w ill 
include representatives of the Partisan regime and 
the government-in-exile. What this means is that 
Stalin is lending his weight to impose again on the 
Yugoslav peoples the self-same reactionary and 
discredited landlord and capitalist cliques who for 
decades have exploited and enslaved the broad 
masses, and against whom the Yugoslav people 
have fought with so much valor and sacrifice.

Stalin is attempting to put through his hopeless
ly  utopian and thoroughly reactionary program of 
reconstituting capitalist regimes in Eastern Europe 
"friend ly”  to the Soviet Union and under its sphere 
of influence. Such is the meaning of his maneuvers 
and policies in Yugoslavia, in Western Poland, in 
Rumania, etc.

The masses of Yugoslavia, however, have not 
fought for over three years w ith such unexampled 
heroism and courage, they have not sacrificed so 
many of their sons and daughters merely to bow 
their heads again beneath the tyrants’ yoke, to sur
render again to the enslavement and exploitation 
by the upper class scum who previously ruled over 
them. The Yugoslav peoples want no more lords 
and masters over them. They want peace, freedom 
and security. They can realize their aspirations 
only through the program of the Socialist revolu
tion; by expropriating the propertied classes, by 
giv ing the land to the peasants, by placing indus
try  under workers’ control.

The advanced workers and peasants of Yugosla
via must draw the final lessons from the latest 
Stalinist betrayal. They must proceed to organize 
their own independent organization dedicated to 
winning the Yugoslav masses to the struggle for a . 
workers’ and peasants’ republic, part of the Social
ist Balkan Federation, an integral section o f the 
Socialist United States o f Europe. The Yugoslav 
masses can fight for these aims not in alliance 
with the Anglo-American imperialists who come 
to displace the Nazi tyranny, only to substitute it 
with their own, nor in alliance with the Stalinist 
traitors, who would deliver them again into the 
hands of their oppressors.

The Yugoslav peoples w ill find as their only 
true allies the insurgent masses of the rest of Eu
rope. who like themselves aspire to drive out the old 
tyrants and exploiters and to rebuild Europe on 
new Socialist foundations.

Tbe columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject o f interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Cramp Contract
Editor:

Negotiations for a new contract 
w ith the Cramp Shipbuilding 
Company, have come to a stand
s till as the company confronts 
Local 42, CIO Shipbuilders Un
ion, w ith an ultimatum to agree 
to the elimination of the present 
piece-rate system, amounting to 
a wage cut of 40c. to 60c. an 
hour for 4,000 workers, eliminat
ing seniority rights, and lim iting  
time for union grievance activity 
to the discretion of management.

Then to top all of these union- 
busting proposals, the Company 
refuses to extend the present 
contract or agree to make the new 
one retroactive.

By implication, the Cramp 
Management has sought to ind i
cate that the Navy had ordered 
the Company to take this stand. 
Cramp’s is regarded as "the gui
nea pig”  for the shipbuilding in 
dustry in  the shipowners’ union- 
busting drive which aims to elim
inate even the past gains of the 
workers.

But the union isn’t  taking this 
lying down. A t a membership 
meeting, the local membership 
voted not to consider any com
pany proposals until the ultima
tums are withdrawn and not to 
work without contractual guar
antees.

The present contract runs out 
June 22 here, and in most other 
places along the Atlantic coast. 
Shipbuilding employers have been 
working in concert and now the 
Cramp workers th ink that i t  is 
time for the workers to do the 
same. So an effort w ill be made 
to secure jo in t action with other 
locals.

S. W.
Philadelphia

t

Michigan CIO 
Political Action
Editor:

UAW President R. J. Thomas 
denounced the Michigan Common
wealth Federation at the Wayne 
County CIO Political Action Com
mittee which met in Detroit on 
Tune 20 and 21. The meeting was 
attended by about 250 delegates. 
”1 never gave any endorsement to 
the Michigan Commonwealth Fed
eration and I don't give a damn 
about it,”  Thomas said.

Practically the whole time of 
Ac meeting was taken up with 
recommendations fo r endorsement 
of candidates in the coming prim 
aries. Since the MCF is not run
ning any primaries of its own 
there was nothing fo r them to do 
at this meeting. Hammond, MCF 
Chairman, arose once to interrupt 
a Stalinist from the State, County

and Municipal Workers who was 
attacking the MCF. Hammond 
stated i f  the Chairman would let 
the Stalinists take up the time 
of the body to attack the MCF 
he would ask fo r time to answer. 
The Chairman admonished the 
speaker and the Stalinist to shut 
up. No one else spoke against the 
MCF.

The big fight on the floor was 
around a motion made by Blain 
Marrin, formerly a member of the 
MCF, which stated that the PAC 
endorse only CIO people in the 
Democratic primaries. This mo
tion was decisively defeated. The 
Executive Board of the PAC had 
already made a deal w ith the De
mocratic machine whereby the 
CIO would get about 8 or 9 places 
and in return the PAC would 
back about 8 candidates of the 
machine. The Executive Board 
recommendation carried.

The MCF is scheduled to meet 
following the primaries and de
cide whom i t  is to run. None of 
the MCF people proposed anyone 
for any post at the meeting of 
June 20.

I t  might interest you to know 
that both the PAC and the State 
CIO endorsed the petition cam
paign initiated by the MCF to re
peal the Sales Tax. The petition 
has attached to it  the name of 
the MCF and many of the PAC 
leaders did not like the idea but 
it was endorsed nevertheless.

Up in F lin t, Bert Boone, Presi
dent of Chevrolet Local 659, has 
put up a slate w ith a four-point 
program which is expected to car
ry. I have heard that i t  includes 
the following points:

1. Rescind the no-strike pledge.
2. For independent political ac

tion.
3. For fu ll compensation for 

lay-offs during cutbacks.
4. Post-war fu ll employment 

social security program to be ad
opted NOW.

J. S.
Detroit

Brewster Sit-In
Editor:

As a former Brewster worker 1 
hope you w ill publish this letter.

We in Brewster suspected for 
some time what was coming. The 
indictment of DeLorenzo was 
proof enough that the Navy was 
out to destroy Brewster Local 3C5. 
home progressives were consider
ing what to do about it. Suggest
ions ranged from a mass meeting 
at Madison Square Garden, a mass 
delegation of 1,000 union mem
bers and finally a sit-in.

The representative of your pa
per and a member of the SWP 
strongly opposed any such action

as adventurism and “ company un
ionism.”  Yes, company unionism. 
He claimed it  wasn't the union’s 
job to get contracts for the com
pany. He maintained that only 
a national labor party was any 
answer to our local problem.

In  your reporting of the stay- 
in  at Brewster you gave i t  your 
fullest support and hailed i t  as 
an example for the labor move
ment. You however forgot to 
mention that had labor followed 
your policy there would have 
been no example to follow.

The labor movement can and 
should draw the proper lessons 
from the events at Brewster. So 
should you. The trade union pol
icy for militants is not to dis
courage and attempt to discredit 
any action by labor but to encour
age i t  and help it.

Brewster Worker
Brooklyn, N. Y.

A Reply
Our Brewster correspondent is 

mistaken in his idea of the posi
tion of The M ilitant. We are firm 
believers in mass action and 
favored from the first, the idea of 
mass action to fight against the 
layoffs .in the Brewster situation. 
As our correspondent states, we 
firm ly supported the sit-in at 
Brewster. Our criticism was 
directed at Frankensteen’s policy 
of attempting to whitewash the 
Roosevelt administration and its 
responsibility fo r the Navy union- 
busting campaign.

Of course, The M ilitant favors 
the building of a national labor 
party. But we do not counterpose 
the demand for a labor party to 
mass action. On the contrary, it  
is our belief that only through 
m ilitant labor actions w ill the 
forces be organized to launch the 
independent party of labor— 
editor.

WINFRED LYNN

ITALY
Through the Rome correspond

ent of the N. V. Times, Ita ly ’s 
representative at the Versailles 
“ peace”  conference, V. Orlando, 
has been unexpectedly drag
ged back into the limelight after 
20 years of obscurity. I t  is not 
too much to suggest that Orlando 
is being considered as a possible 
new premier by Chufchill and 
Roosevelt in case the Bonomi cab
inet should, like the Badoglio 
cabinet before it. collapse under 
mass pressure.

Badoglio is well up in the sev
enties, Bonomi is 71. Orlando is 
85. Such are the “ fresh” forces 
called up by the Allied imperial
ists. But don’t  be misled by the 
mere consideration of age. We 
have the Times correspondent’s 
assurance that Orland is "no 
ghost from the past.”  In fact “ he 
is s till very active and very much 
of a force in Italian politics. Nor 
is i t  by any means excluded that 
he w ill again be an important 
figure in  the peace negotiations to 
follow the second World War.”

Is Signor Orlando perhaps an 
anti-fascist? He told the Times 
correspondent that he was oppos
ed to any “ purification” of former 
fascists. And no wonder! In 1924 
he was a candidate for Deputy 
on the Fascist ticket. And as 
late as 1935 he wrote a. letter to 
Mussolini, which Mussolini pub
lished. in which he “ proclaimed 
his devotion to the Fascist cause, 
asserting every Italian should of
fer himself for service.”

But what does all this matter 
to Churchill and Roosevelt? Or
lando told the Times correspond
e n t : “ ! can’t  even th ink any long
er about the subtleties of party 
politics. They have no reality in 
face of the overwhelming fact 
that Ita ly  is going to be domin
ated and prostrate and in danger

of internal strife for two genera
tions.”

Now do you see why this hoary 
capitalist politician has been 
dragged forth by the Allied im
perialists? He is prepared to ac
quiesce in the subjection of Italy 
to Anglo-American Imperialism— 
FOR TWO GENERATIONS. And, 
naturally, he is against “ internal 
strife,” meaning revolutionary ac
tiv ity  of the masses which would 
bring real freedom to Italy 
through socialism.

In Nazi-occupied northern Ita 
ly, which s till awaits Allied “ lib
eration,”  the workers are conti
nuing their heroic fight against 
the Nazi enslavers. Dispatches 
out of Rome last week reported a 
general strike in Genoa and 
spreading strikes in Ligguria, 
where a shipyard and six large 
plants producing war mater
ials were shut down by walkouts 
of the workers. Among the struck 
plants was the great Ansaldo fac
tory. Violent street fighting 
against the Nazis by the workers 
in Florence was also reported. 
Swiss dispatches told of an 
insurrection against the Nazis 
throughout Tuscany province. 
The insurrection broke out when 
the Germans shot 200 Italian 
youths for refusing to report for 
m ilita ry service.

ENGLAND
Reluctant to face the delegates 

of the rank-and-file which is an
gry and rebellious over the con
tinuous betrayals of the workers 
by their supposed leaders, the top 
bureaucrats of the British Labor 
Party decided recently to cancel 
the party conference which was 
due this summer.

Pretext for the cancellation was 
a warning by the railroads that 
many trains would be withdrawn 
from ordinary service to meet

m ilita ry needs, thus making, it 
d ifficult for delegates to travel. 
The bureaucrats eagerly seized 
upon this, despite the fact that 
other organizations proceeded 
with their conference arrange
ments.

Amid a rising tide of working- 
class militancy, occasioned by the 
intolerable burdens of the imper
ia lis t war and ’the growing at
tack on labor by the Tory-Labor 
coalition government of Church
ill, i t  is not d ifficult to envision 
the embarrassment which the La
bor Party “ leaders” would feel 
when called to account by the 
movement they are so brazenly 
betraying.

Bent on continuing the coali
tion w ith Churchill and the 
Tories, how could they face rank- 
and-filers equally determined to 
end it? And how would “ Labor” 
Minister Ernest Bevin be able to 
justify his vicious Defense Reg
ulation 1-AA which makes i t  a 
criminal offense to advocate 
strikes in  war-essential indus
tries?

Together w ith Home Minister 
Herbert Morrison, another of the 
labor skates, Bevin would also 
have to explain the arrest and 
imprisonment of foui Trotskyists 
under the notorious Trade Dis
putes Act — the first time th's 
vicious anti-labor law has ever 
been invoked. This vicious act 
of persecution has aroused great 
indignation among the British 
workers

No wonder the conference was 
called off.

The Militant
may now be purchased at 

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal.

U  S. Senators Applaud 
Fascist-Like Rantings

While the Roosevelt administration puts on a holy 
show of going after the fascist “ crack-pot”  groups, 
Congress itse lf has become the chief forum for the 
vilest, fascist-type incitations against minority groups 
and labor.

Cloaked w ith parliamentary immunity and tolerated 
by the so-called “ progressives”  in Roosevelt’s camp, 
Southern “ white supremacy”  Democrats are spewing 
forth  a constant stream of, poison against the 
Negroes, Jews and labor.

A recent orgy of Negro-baiting and anti-Semitism 
was indulged in by Southern Senators on the floor 
of the Senate over the b ill to extend the life  of the 
Fair Employment Practices Commission, that feeble 
government agency supposed to protect Negroes and 
other minorities from discriminatory practices in in 
dustry.

Senators Bilbo and Eastland of Mississippi outdid 
themselves in obscene ranting against Negroes and 
Jews, not without considerable approving applause 
from the other solons. Bilbo raved that the FEPC 
would be able to make the Senators hire “ mulatto”  
secretaries whose “ odoriferous”  smell could never be 
removed from their air-conditioned sanctums—free 
of every stench but that' of reactionary politics.

Bilbo even branched o ff into the fascist line that 
the “ Jews”  are running the country. “ This nationality 
has received more consideration under the New Deal 
than any other nationality.”  He covered innumerable 
fields, including urging the white people in Washing
ton, D, C., to “ take the law into the ir own hands”  
against Negroes. Thus, lynch-violence was openly 
proclaimed by this leading law-maker.

Eastland raged at the prospects of white steno
graphers having to take dictation from “ burr headed 
niggers.”  No protest at this rabid racial insult was 
voiced by the assembled Republicans and Democrats.

These latter joined the poll-taxers in adding enough 
amendments to the b ill to emasculate the FEPC even 
of its former feeble powers. In this disemboweled 
version, the bill was finally passed. The Roosevelt 
administration, which can pound hell out of Congress 
for some bill it  really wants, demonstrated utter 
ineptness and indifference toward the actions of its 
Southern bloc against the FEPC bill.

Congress Aids Canners in 
$100,000,000 Price-Gouge
In the general massacre of the Price Control Act, 

lit t le  notice was given to an “ incidental”  piece of 
legislative robbery whereby the food-canners hope to 
pick an additional cool $100,000,000 from the pockets 
of the consumers.

This price-boosting scheme is incorporated in a rider 
to the Deficiency Appropriations b ill, which provides 
funds fo r the operation of the OPA and other govern
ment agencies. This rider, cooked up by the National 
Canners As§6fcidfldh, closed shop of the canning 
monopoly, was slicked through in the closing hours 
of Congress.

An “ innocent”  joker was included in the rider which, 
in effect, would permit the canners to fix their own 
standards and specifications on canned goods enabling 
them to charge housewives “ extra fancy”  grade prices 
fo r “ Grade C”  products.

Roosevelt’s advisers were reported as “ worried”  over 
this additional rabbit-punch at price control. But they 
also “ ruefully”  predicted Roosevelt would sign the 
measure.

Shipyard Steal Exposed 
_ Before House Hearings

How a former Maritime Commission official secured 
control, without a nickel of capital investment, of a 
$2,000,000 shipyard with millions in government con
tracts by having the commission seize it  from its 
former owners, was described last week before a 
hearing of a sub-committee of the House Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries Committee.

This capitalist “ dog cat dog”  incident, with a gov
ernment agency acting as a tool fo r serving one of 
the private interests, w-as termed by one of the 
principal witnesses, former purchasing agent of the 
shipyard, as a “ direct and carefully planned steal.”

The same day as an indictment fo r fraud was 
brought against the officials of the original company, 
Marine Maintenance Corporation, the Maritime Com
mission ordered the plant seized. I t  was subsequently 
turned over to a newly-formed private company, w ith
out sufficient capital even to meet the payroll, headed 
by John Otterson, who had intimate connections w ith 
the Maritime Commission on which he had previously 
held the post of coordinator of repairs. The officials 
of the former company were acquitted of the fraud 
charges, but the shipyard was not returned.

A former comptroller of East Coast Shipbuilding 
Company, the name of the new outfit, told how he 
decided to resign because he fe lt there was “ some
thing: very smelly”  about the whole transfer of owner
ship “ which he couldn’t  put his finger on, but he fe lt 
it  was legalized highway robbery.”

The officials of the new company treated them
selves very handsomely at government expense and 
under the benevolent protection of the Maritime Com
mission. Six months a fter taking over; the 10. top 
executives paid themselves a handsome cash bonus. 
The number of executives mushroomed from  48 to 
over 400, who installed themselves—at taxpayers’ ex
pense—in very swank offices, known as “ Mahogany 
Executive Row,”  fu lly  equipped with thick rugs, drapes 
and private secretaries.

The Maritime Commission is well-known fo r its 
generosity toward the shipyard companies and ship 
lines. I t  now appears to be extremely magnanimous 
toward individuals closely associated with it. Heading 
the commission is the. notoriously anti-labor Admiral 
Land, who authored the famous dictum, “ Union or
ganizers should be shot at sunrise.”  He also declared 
that the shipbuilding moguls could not be expected 
to produce ships without the “ incentive”  of high 
profits.


