
Mass Lay-Offs 
Speeded As War 
Ends In Europe

Just prior to the formal close of the war in Europe last 
week came a series of announcements from government officials 
and top union leaders indicating that war production cutbacks 
w ill throw millions of workers on the streets w ithin the next six 
months to a year.

The AFL Executive Council on 
May 1 issued a statement in 
Washington that “ mass unem
ployment w ill grip America in 
1945 and purchasing power w ill 
be reduced to such a low point 
that expansion of postwar pro
duction w ill be blocked.”  The 
council declared that the end of 
the war in Europe w ill mean a 
50 per cent cut in war produc
tion “ w ithin a few months.”
. Strong confirmation of this 

prediction followed on May 2 
when President Truman recom
mended a $4,265,000,000 slash in 
the Martime Commission’s ship
building appropriations. This re
commendation, cutting govern
ment .shipbuilding by two-thirds, 
was adopted by the House within 
two days.

On the west coast, the Mari
time Commission has announced 
that shipyard employment w ill 
be down from 300,000 to 1-25,000 
by July 1. The San Francisco 
Bay area shipyard employment 
w ill be cut from 133,000 to 40,- 
000 in two months. Shipyards in 
Oregon and Washington w ill be 
reduced from 120,000 peak em
ployment to 25,000. East coast 
lhipyards have announced lay
offs as high as 40 per cent, with 
officials of the International 
Union of Marine and Shipbuilding 
Workers, CIO, stating they are 
expecting “ considerable disloca
tion”  and “ widespread layoffs.”

AUTO AND AIRCRAFT
The automotive and a ircraft in

dustry, employing over 2,000,000 
workers, faces drastic unemploy
ment and wage slashes through 
reduced hours. On Ma'y 1 the 
Arm y A ir  Forces announced a 
pending “ one fron t”  plane pro
duction schedule which w ill cut

All Is 'Expendable' -- 
Except Profits!

Henry Ford II, executive 
vice-president of the Ford 
Motor Company, justified the 
closure of the huge Willow 
Run plant, which cost the tax
payers $100,000,000, by stating 
on May 4: “ This was a war
plant, constructed to meet a 
temporary need, just as a car
rier, a battleship or a bomber. 
Actually i f  this plant hasten
ed the end of the war i t  is as 
expendable as a battleship — 
and no more expensive, 
either.”

A battleship produces noth
ing, and is “ useful”  only as an 
instrument of death and des
truction. The Willow Run 
plant can be converted to con
sumers’ goods production and 
provide jobs for thousands of 
workers. But in the opinion 
of a Ford, workers too are 
“ expendable”  — only profits 
arc not.

plane production by more than 
30 per cent.

A t I.os Angeles, Douglas A ir 
craft has eliminated its th ird  sh ift 
already, and warned the CIO 
United Automobile Workers that 
employment w ill be cut in half. 
Ford W illow Run bomber plant 
w ill be closed by August, perhaps 
by June. Cuts of from  a th ird to a 
half of ail employment are pro
jected throughout the automotive 
industry. The War Manpower 
Commission announced that 107,- 
000 Detroit war workers had al
ready been laid o ff in the 12 
months before A p ril 1.

UAW-CIO leaders in the north
east states said on May 4 that 
they anticipate a drop in employ
ment w ithin a few months from 
the present 100,000 to 60,000.

The volume of unemployment 
w ill be tremendously swelled by 
returning and discharged war 
veterans. The Army announced on 
May 5 that i t  expects to discharge 
some 2,000,000 soldiers as quickly 
as possible w ithin the year fo l
lowing the fa ll o f Germany.

Official reassurances that the 
millions of “ disemployed”  w ill 
find jobs in civilian industries are 
belied by the WPB’s actual pro
gram of “ reconversion.”  The 
WPB has thus fa r authorized only 
$700,000,000 worth of so-called 
civilian goods spot production— 
while war production is to be cut 
by no less than $30,000,000,000 
(billions) within a year.

Allied Powers Prepared To Impose 
Harsh "Peace” Upon Ruined Europe
Hard Coal Miners 
Remain On Strike 
Despite ‘Seizure’

M AY 8.— In the firs t mass- 
scale defiance of a government 
strikebreaking “ seizure”  a n d  
the Smith-Connally anti-strike 
law, 72,000 m ilitant hard coal 
miners in Pennsylvania yester
day ignored Secretary Ickes’ 
back-to-work deadline fixed in 
his ultimatum of last Thurs
day.

Ickes, acting on President Tru
man’s orders, “ seized”  the struck 
mines and commanded the s trik 
ers to return to the pits not later 
than yesterday. The “ seizure”  
consisted of hoisting American 
flags over the mine properties 
and cloaking the mine operators 
and their supervisory agents in 
governmental authority.

But not a miner has broken 
ranks or wilted under the gov
ernment threats and the howls of 
rage of the dollar patriots and 
their (kept press. Nine solid locals 
representing 10,000 members in 
United Mine Workers D istrict 
1, with headquarters at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., took the lead Sunday 
by voting to continue their no
contract, no work policy. This 
resolution went into effect Tues- 
ay w ith the expiration of their 
old contract. A ll other striking 
locals have followed suit.

SENTIMENT OF MINERS
The sentiment of the determined 

miners was summed up by David 
Cummings, president of the Lance 
local in D istrict 1, when he de
clared Sunday that the men “ w ill 
never go back to work until they 
receive word from John L. Lewis 
or a new contract is signed.”

I t  was a foregone conclusion 
that the miners would walk out 
when their negotiating committee 
refused to concede to the stalling 
tactics of the operators and grant 
a 30-day extension of the old 
contract. No word has as yet come 
from the UMW leaders urging 
discontinuance of the strike w ith
out a contract being signed.

'Spurred on by the wage gains 
won by the soft coal miners in 
April, the hard coal miners 
are seeking substantial wage in
creases. The operators have been 
stalling on the issue of time-and- 
a-half pay fo r travel time in the 
mines.

The United States Supreme 
Court just yesterday by a five- 
to-four decision ruled that the 
operators are required under the

(Continued on page 2)

Meat Profiteers Claim 
Prices Not High Enough

The special House Food In
vestigating Committee in a re
port on May 2 acknowledged 
what every housewife knows—  
that there is a widespread black 
market in meat. Moreover the 
Committee said that as short
ages increase sim ilar black 
markets w ill develop in eggs, 
sugar, fats and oils.

What does this Congressional 
Committee recommend to break up 
the monstrous black market in 
meat and to ward o ff the growing 
threat of black market operations 
in  other foods ? I t  proposes higher 
prices fo r the consumers and 
greater profits fo r the big ranch
ers and meat monopolists!

Y IELD  TO PROFITEERS
Here are the actual recommen

dations of the Food Investigating 
Committee. 1. “ That pricing be 
revised to assure p ro fit margins 
to growers, producers and d is tri
butors w ith  special incentives to 
cattle feeders. 2. That the sup
port price of hogs be boosted. 3. 
That special inducements be o f
fered to forestall the development 
o f black markets in sugar and 
eggs.”

This program of increased sub
sidies to producers and increased 
prices for consumers directly re
flects the pressure of the big 
packers and food trusts. I t  is the 
answer of Congress to the peo

ple’s demand for a crackdown on 
the black marketeers. “ Hold-the- 
line”  policies are strictly enforced 
against workers seeking higher 
wages but are easily relaxed for 
the food monopolies demanding 
higher profits 1

Profits of 15 large packing 
companies fo r the firs t half of 
1944 were $1,270,000 in contrast 
to $342,000, their average half- 
year profits fo r 1936-39. This rep
resents a 271.3 per cent increase 
in profits fo r 1944. Nevertheless 
the packers’ lobby has complained 
to the House Food Investigating 
Committee that, despite this huge 
over-all profit, their companies 
have occasional seasonal losses on 
their beef and pork slaughtering 
operations. Approval of this Con
gressional Committee’s recommen
dations fo r “ assured p ro fit mar
gins”  and “ price boosts”  to cattle 
and hog producers and distribu
tors w ill increase their already 
high profits to astronomical pro
portions.

PLENTY OF MEAT
A foreword to an article in the 

May 12 Collier’s magazine, “ Why 
You Don’t  Get Meat”  by W. B. 
Courtney points out that “ there 
is more moat—on the hoof and 
in refrigerators—in the United 
States righ t now than ever be
fore.”  Courtney goes on to say 
“ the live beef-cattle population of 
the United States is more than

80 million, or nearly two-thirds of 
the human population.”

Unless Congress permits the 
OPA to raise the price ceiling on 
beef, most of this meat w ill find 
its way into the black market. 
Evidence given at the House Food 
Investigating Committee hearings 
during the past six weeks showed 
that from 75 to 90 per cent of all 
meat was sold at black market 
prices. Working-class families, 
unable to pay black market prices 
are getting only some 80 pounds 
of meat per person per year, ac
cording to OPA surveys, although 
the OPA program was designed 
to supply each person with 115 
pounds of meat. Even 115 pounds 
of meat is a sharp drop from the 
average per capita consumption 
of 147 pounds per person in 1944 
(much lower than this of course, 
for the low-paid workers.)

Aroused by the present meat 
shortages and the threat of still 
greater scarcities, Mrs. Mildred 
Gutwillig, chairman of the New 
York City Consumer Council, said 
recently: “ The answer to black 
markets is bigger enforcement 
staffs and better enforcement of 
present ceilings.”  But the report 
of the House Food Investigating 
Committee ridiculed the work of 
the OPA enforcement staffs, 
which i t  said used “ half-way 
measures”  against black market
eers. Their “solution”  is, to make 
black market prices legal.

The A p p ro a ch in g  T o rnado
- t o

Walter Held, Seized By GPU, 
Disappears In  Soviet Union

The shocking news that Heinz Epe is believed definitely a 
victim of Stalin’s GPU murder machine has just been received 
by The M ilitan t from his friends it) Sweden. Better known un
der the pen name of Walter HgM, Epe was a prominent leader 
o f the German section of the Fourth International, an indomita
ble fighter against all forms of reaction, who had been marked 
for assassination by the Gestapo since the rise of Hitler. Since 
his disappearance in the Soviet Union in 1941 while he was in 
transit from Sweden to the United States, all inquiries into his 
fate have ended in a blank wall of silence and evasion on the. 
part of Stalinist officials.

Epe i t  is feared met the same 
horrible end as Erlich and Alter, 
prominent Polish anti-Nazi refu
gees killed by Stalin in December 
1941. The announcement in Feb
ruary 1943 of their execution, i t  
w ill be recalled, shocked the labor 
world, fo r they were well known 
figures of the Polish labor move
ment who had been forced to flee 
to the Soviet Union when the 
German army took Warsaw.

Before Erlich was killed, de
clares the Swedish report, he 
managed to send out news of the 
GPU’s detention of Epe. They 
shared the same cell at Saratov 
prison, Erlich told Lunde, the 
Norwegian representative at Kui
byshev.

Epe had long been persecuted 
by the Gestapo because of his 
prominence in the German Trot
skyist organization, the only party 
which had fought m ilitantly 
against H itle r’s rise and called on 
the Socialists and Communists to 
close ranks against the deadly

danger of Nazism. A fte r staying 
in Czechoslovakia, Epe sought 
refuge in France and thens Hol
land. F inally in 1935 he settled 
in Norway where he became a 
citizen. He married a Norwegian 
g irl.

Upon the Nazi invasion o f Nor
way, Epe was forced to again flee 
fo r his life. He managed to reach 
Sweden w ith his wife and three- 
year-old child.

His refuge endangered by the 
growing power of the Gestapo, 
Epe applied as early as 1938 for 
an immigration visa to the United 
States. Washington, however, did 
not grant a visa to this m ilitant 
opponent of reaction until 1941. 
Epe attempted to reach the United 
States through Gotenburg or Pet- 
samo, but was blocked because of 
Nazi control o f shipping from 
these ports.

One route remained open— 
through the then neutral Soviet

(Continued on page 4)

Same O ld Gang
Columnist Samuel Grafton de

scribing the San Francisco Con
ference in the A p ril 30 New York 
Tost, wrote: “ The delegates are 
hut men, and many of them are 
bald, and almost all of them are 
tired. Some are potty and some 
have the heaves, and fo r writers 
looking out over this sea of blue 
serge i t  appears d ifficu lt to be
lieve that here is the hope of the 
brave new world. . . ; Men who 
failed a t Geneva are here such 
as Paul-Boncour fo r the French, 
and Halifax fo r the British; an 
array of depressingly fam iliar 
faces, and the feeling is that 
those who couldn’t  do i t  once are 
going to try  to do i t  again.”

Not W elcome Now
Claiming that thousands of 

Portland, Oregon, shipyard work
ers induced to come to the west 
coast for war jobs are now leav
ing, an Associated Press dispatch 
on May 5 reports:

“ The move ‘back home’ is just 
what some Oregon civic leaders 
have been wanting. The peak 
working force in half a dozen 
larger yards and plants here was 
about 120,000. When i t  was pre
dicted this would dwindle to 25,000 
by mid-August, worried natives 
hinted that newcomers should ‘go 
back where they belong.’ ”

N um ber One Enem y
Ah editorial in the Lehigh Val

ley (Pa.) Labor Herald, organ of 
the Allentown Central Trades and 
Labor Council, states: “ Right 
now we are hearing a lo t about 
a postwar World Organization 
which w ill make future wars 
unnecessary. . . But what kind of 
peace can a combine of interna
tional profiteers offer? A t best 
i t  w ill be based upon the contin
ued domination of the working 
class by the owning class. To be 
really free—free from legalized 
robbery and free from war—the 
workers of all countries w ill have 
to recognize the fact that, come 
war or peace, they have a com
mon cause and that the number 
one enemy everywhere is the ex
ploiter who operates w ithin the 
homeland.”

Rights o f Small Nations
Jan Masaryk, Czechoslovakia’s 

foreign minister on his arrival in 
San Francisco fo r the Allied con
ference cynically commented on 
the role of the small nations. 
“ L ittle  people,”  he said, “ should 
be seen and not heard.”

Germany To Be Dismembered 
And Occupied Indefinitely
Victims of Imperialist Slaughter Estimated 
At 40,000,000; Double World W ar I Dead

By R alph Graham
Ending almost six years o f un interrupted  blood

shed, te rro r and destruction, the war in  Europe o f
ficially came to end on May 7 when, fo llow ing the  
disintegration and collapse o f the Nazi regim e, G er
many surrendered unconditionally to the A llied

Book By Cannon 
To Be Serialized 
In ‘The Militant’

In response to many requests 
from our new readers for a fu ll 
explanation of the program of 
Trotskyism and its application 
to the United States, with its 
May 26 issue The M ilitan t w ill 
begin printing weekly install
ments of James P. Cannon’s 
authoritative History of Amer
ican Trotskyism, published last 
Fall by Pioneer Publishers.

Comrade Cannon, one of the 
founders of American Commun
ism, tells the true story of the 
internal struggles in the early 
Communist Party, giving a vi—*-l 
personal account of the Commun
ist movement and labor politics 
in the . United .States following 
the F irs t World War.

The author then traces the 
epic battle of the handful of 
pioneer Communists who resisted 
the growth of Stalinism and 
fought against tremendous odds 
to build a proletarian party of 
revolutionary Communism in this 
country.

One of Leon Trotsky’s closest 
collaborators, James P. Cannon 
has long been recognized as one 
of the leading spokesmen of 
Marxism in America. A t present 
he is National Secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party, the or
ganization which developed out 
of the movement he founded in 
1928.

Powers.
At fe a rfu l cost in  hu

man life  and treasure, the  
A llied  im perialists, aided 
by the ir Soviet a lly , have
won complete victory over their 
German antagonists. The stag
gering ravages of the awful holo
caust, fa r overshadowing those 
of World War I, have yet to be 
computed. A t present they can 
be only broadly indicated.

A  rough estimate places the 
human casualties at a minimum 
of 40,000,000, or double the num
ber in World War I. In addition 
to the soldiers killed, wounded or 
missing in action, there are the 
tremendous civilian casualties 
caused by strategic a ir bombing. 
There are the multitudes who 
have died of disease and starva
tion. There are the victims of the 
concentration camps.

Over the European continent 
hangs a ghastly pall of death 
and devastation, the “ peace”  of 
thè charnel house and the grave. 
This is the price the peoples are 
paying fo r the imperialist strug
gle to decide which coterie of 
capitalist gangsters shall domin
ate and exploit mankind.

Europe lies waste. Great cities, 
the centers of Europe’s ancient 
civilization and culture, are 
gutted. Innumerable towns and 
villages are now heaps of rubble. 
Hordes of refugees, sick and 
starving, wander about helplessly 
and hopelessly amid the ruins of 
their former homes.

The moloch of war, hungrily 
consuming everything in its path,

(Continued on page 3)

BACK-STAGE DEALS AT 
SAN FRANCISCO PARLEY

By L i Fu-jen
It is necessary to go behind the scenes of the so-called 

"United Nations” conference at San Francisco to understand 
what is really going on. The real business is being transacted, 
not in the public sessions where cynical statesmen deliver high- 
sounding discourses on the need to prevent future wars, but in 
the back-stage negotiations and diplomatic horse-trading which 
goes on in committees and in closed meetings between the heads 
of the principal delegations. ®----------------------------------------------

Occasionally, the rivalries of 
the Big Powers break through to 
the surface of the open confer
ence proceedings. But in the 
main, the public sessions are 
merely the theatrical staging 
needed to cover the political skull
duggery of the imperialists who 
manage and dominate the con
ference.

I t  was to exterminate fascism, 
the imperialist statesmen told 
us, that the war was fought. Yet 
the San Francisco conference last 
week voted to admit the delega
tion of the reactionary Farrell- 
Peron regime in Argentina—a 
regime which was publicly de
nounced as “ fascist”  by the U. S.
Department of State.

Actually, of course there was 
no valid reason for excluding A r
gentina as “ fascist”  in view of 
the fact that China—the China 
ruled over by the bloody Chiang 
Kai-shek regime—was already 
there, with no one questioning its 
“ democratic”  credentials.

What is more significant, how
ever, is the demonstration of the 
workings of power politics which 
the wrangle over the admission 
of Argentina afforded. Stalin’s 
foreign commissar, Molotoff, head 
of the Soviet delegation, tried 
hard to block Argentina’s admis
sion. The Kremlin was ostensibly 
taking a stand fo r “ democracy.”
But in reality, Stalin was at
tempting . to secure admission

for his reactionary puppet Polish 
government as a trade against 
the admission of Argentina, in 
order to gain, in effect, diplo
matic recognition fo r the War
saw clique which the Anglo- 
American imperialists have thus 
fa r refused to grant.

BACKSTAGE MOVES
The Allied imperialists are not 

prepared to write o ff Poland to 
Stalin. They have plans of their 
own fo r Europe, including Poland. 
So Stettinius and Eden cracked' 
the whip at San Francisco and a 
solid phalanx of delegates voted 
to admit Argentina over Molo- 
to ff ’s protest. Only three satellite 
states—Yugoslavia, Czechoslova
kia and Greece, voted fo r Molo- 
to f f ’s motion to investigate fu r
ther Argentina’s claim to repre
sentation. The Warsaw govern
ment is s till unrecognized and 
excluded.

A ll this was arranged back- 
stage by the Allied imperialists 
who managed the show. The vote 
on Ar|fentina was intended as a 
demonstration against a n d a 
warning to the Soviet Union, a 
plain h in t to Stalin that m ighty 
powers are arrayed against him 
and that he had better not go too 
far.

Much more of this type of 
power-politics maneuvering is

(Continued on page 3)

HOW WORKERS CELEBRATED 
MAY DAY AT BUCHENWALD

While the Allied press does its utmost to w hip , up a 
poisonous lynch sp irit against the entire German people, the 
prisoners of all nationalities released from the Nazi concentra
tion camps express warmest solidarity with their German 
comrades who were the first victims to feel the barbaric whip 
of the Nazi oppressor.

A t Buchenwald, one of the worst camps, the 15,000 prison
ers organized an inspiring celebration of May Day, demon
strating the brotherhood of the world working class on this 
traditional holiday. Here is how PM’s correspondent (May 2) 
described i t :

“ Many of these men. . . . have been in Fascist jails or 
camps for 10 years or more. Their brothers have been murder
ed, their wives and children lost somewhere on this continent. 
Their faces are gray, their shoulders droop as under great 
weight.

“ They arc the proletariat of many nations and they arc 
magnificent. This is their day and i t  is fitting  that they should 
have celebrated it  here. On the walls of their own barracks 
and the barracks of the SS who were once their guards, great 
signs in German, English, Russian, Polish, Czech and Serbian 
read: ‘This is the Day of the Fight against Fascism’. . .

“ Between these signs and beneath the flags of many 
nations, the survivors marched—a Polish group, a Russian 
group, a Yugoslav group, a Czechoslovakian group, an Italian 
group, a Spanish group, and many others. And then came a 
large German unit and they began singing the Internationale. 
Other groups picked up the song, each in its own language.

“ Yet the melody was not lost in this babylon of languages. 
I t  rose in a mighty torrent into thin air which but one month 
ago s till stank of Nazi massacres.”
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Auto Union Paper Tells How Corporations 
Scorn ‘Peace Charter’ Signed By The CIO

By A rt Preis
The capital-labor “ peace charter”  which Philip Murray 

and W illiam  Green signed with LYic Johnston, Chamber of 
Commerce president, “ finds no warm response among the own
ers and management heads of the automobile industry." That 
is the admission which recent events in the country’s largest 
industry have wrung from the top leaders of the CIO United 
Automobile Workers. It is contained in the May 1 issue of the 
union’s official organ, United Automobile Worker.

“ On the conti-ary,”  states the 
paper of the largest union in the 
country, “ the auto industry, spear
headed by the Automobile Manu
facturers’ Association, General 
Motors and Chrysler Corpora
tions, are fighting the peace pact 
and rally ing other employers fo r 
an all-out war w ith labor.”

In addition, the article concedes 
a portion of the truth about the
real nature and intent of the Mur- 
ray-Green-Johnston “ peace pact.”  
The auto barons oppose the pact 
“ despite the general view that the 
agreement is exceedingly gener
ous toward management.”

In exchange fo r “ recognition”  
of collective bargaining rights 
“ which is the law of the land,”  
the article points out, “ the labor 
signers... recognized the justice 
of the ‘free enterprise system,’ 
granted management’s tradition
al ‘prerogatives’ in the plants 
and expressed opposition to need
less government ‘interference’ in 
industry.”

AIMS OP AUTO BARONS
The basic intent of the agree

ment is the “ minimizing of s trik 
es and lockouts.”  That is, keep
ing labor tied hand and foot while 
the owners can enjoy their “ pre
rogatives”  of exploiting the 
workers and controlling the pro
ductive resources of the nation 
fo r their own profit and p riv l 
leges.

What is the real program of 
the automobile moguls? I t  is 
contained says the article in the 
“ five-point declaration of war on 
labor,”  drafted jo in tly  by the 
National Association of Manufac
turers and the Chamber of Com
merce. This is the legislative 
program revealed recently by B. 
E. Hutchinon, Chrysler corpora
tion vice president and a NAM 
director. I t  would outlaw strikes 
permanently, safeguard strike
breakers, illegalize the closed 
shop and impose government com
pulsory arbitration even in peace
time.

This program, states the UAW

paper, “ seeks a return to the old 
system wherein labor organiza
tions were illegal conspiracies 
and participation in unions was 
punishable by ja il sentences.”

“ The attack on the proposal 
fo r post-war industrial peace fills 
out a pattern which the auto in
dustry has been weaving for 
months. Coincidentally w ith  its 
legislative drive on unionism, the 
industry is striving to stir up d if
ferences between labor and re
turned veterans. Unable to prov
ide fu ll employment fo r a il work
ers, the industry is try ing  to con
ceal its failure by making i t  ap
pear that union seniority clauses 
w ill be responsible fo r failure of 
returning soldiers to obtain jobs.”  
That is, the auto corporations are 
already carrying out their union- 
busting program in action.

LEARNED NOTHING
A t the conclusion of the article, 

there is a summary o f the prewar 
record of the corporations and a 
description of how the UAW  re
peatedly fought them “ to a 
standstill”  by m ilitant strike ac
tions. But the hope of the UAW 
leaders that the1 auto corporations 
“ had learned by experience”  has 
not been fulfilled. “ Present indi
cations are that the industry has 
learned nothing.”

The UAW paper m ight have 
added: ¡Neither have any of the 
other industry owners learned 
anything. The steel, rubber, ship
yard, textile, aircraft, oil, lumber, 
meat packing and other capital
ists are just as hard-bitten, anti
labor reactionaries as the auto 
bosses. I t  is sheer deception and 
treachery fo r Murray, Green and 
their lieutenants to seek to dis
arm labor w ith their uncondition
al surrender “ peace charter.”

The UAW article concludes that 
i f  industry w ill not learn the 
“ peaceful way”  it  w ill “ be taught 
the hard way.”  That’s just blust 
ering talk so fa r as the UAW top 
leaders are concerned. They too, 
like the employers, have “ learned 
nothing.”

For months now, the auto cor
porations have been engaged in a 
concerted drive of provocations to 
undermine and crush the UAW. 
This has included wholesale firing 
of local union officers and com
mitteemen. Over 100,000 Detroit 
auto workers have gone on strike 
during the past two months.

UAW LEADERS
The UAW leaders, instead of 

mobilizing fo r the defense of the 
local unions, have rained all their 
blows on the strik ing workers 
and their local leaders. While 
the corporations are. openly en
gaged in cutting the local unions 
to pieces, the UAW leaders wring 
their hands in print, deplore the 
fact that the corporations don’t  
want “ peace”  — and frantically 
attempt to enforce the no-strike 
pledge.

The UAW international repre
sentatives have rushed into every 
strike situation to act as cops 
fo r the corporations and govern
ment. They have tried to herd 
the workers back on the job 
without any gains. They have 
passed international executive 
board resolutions Condemning 
and threatening union locals and 
their officers which have had the 
guts to stand up and fight for 
their rights.

Thus, while they cast suspicion 
on the “ peace charter”  IN  
WORDS, they enforce i t  upon the 
workers IN  DEEDS.

EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS 
ARE SLIM IN BUFFALO

By B ill Gray

BUFFALO, May 9.— In last week’s M ilitan t we reported 
thë .drastic layoffs which are h itting the workers in the aircraft 
and related industries in this area. The questions now upper
most in these workdrs’ minds arë: What are our prospects for 
jobs? W ill large contracts for civilian production result in re- 
:mployment for many thousands? Isn’t it  possible that recon
version w ill mean that the huge plants w ill keep running?

Last September, before the

Maritime War Board Orders 
Slash In Seamen's Bonuses

By A rt Sharon
The Maritime War Emergency Board has announced a 

sharp cut in the bonuses paid to seamen. The “ take home”  pay 
of the merchant seamen has begun its down slide.

There is no corresponding proposal that the parasitic ship 
operators take any cut in their “ take home”  profits. A power
ful government agency, the U. S. Maritime Commission, oper
ates to protect their interests.

A t no time has there been â  
more urgent need fo r m ilitant 
union protection of seamen’s 
rights and decent liv ing stand
ards than at present. But in one 
•section of the seamen’s union 
movement, the CIO National 
Maritime Union, Stalinist con
tro l has paralyzed a potentially 
powerful force.

In the other section, the AFL 
Seafarers International Union and 
the Sailors Union of the Pacific, 
the lack of an adequate program, 
plus the outright scabbery on the 
part of the Stalinist-controlled 
NMU, acts as a curb to m ilitant 
action. The Marine Firemen, Ma
rine Cooks and Stewards and. the 
other small c ra ft unions are de
pendent on the action of the “ big 
two.”

NMU LEADERS
The Stalinist leadership of the 

NMU is having increasing d if
ficu lty  in answering the urgent 
and critical problem of a liv ing 
wage fo r merchant seamen. Their 
much bailyhooed “ $200 Wage Pro
gram” was analyzed in the A pril 
28 issue of The M ilitan t as just 
another variation of “ pie in the 
sky.”  By their own admission i t  
is something that entails a long 
legislative - program stretching 
into years. Meanwhile, the sea
men’s wages are going to take 
a hard jo lt right now.

The NMU leaders complain 
that the Maritime War Emergen
cy Board is giving them “ no time 
to prepare the membership for 
the $40 bonus cut proposed by 
the board.”  “ We knew,”  they in 
form their membership, “ that a 
slash was coming as the end of 
the war neared, but we think the 
proposal (not the slash itself, 
mind you) is timed badly.”

These Stalinist leaders in their 
NMU Pilot May 5, warn the ship- 
operator stooges in Washington

that “ cutting seamen’s wages sets 
a dangerous precedent.”

“ The program of peace and 
prosperity launched by President 
Roosevelt and being worked oiat 
in Dumbarton Oaks and Brettbn 
Woods plans calls fo r higher 
standards of liv ing,”  they whine, 
“ not wage cuts.”  Their solemn 
warnings and their invocation of 
the dead Roosevelt w ill a t least 
Serve as a source of much amuse
ment to the profiteering ship 
operators and their agents who 
dominate the Maritime Commis
sion.

ballyhoo about 60 m illion post
war jobs began, an official -sur
vey of employment prospects in 
this area was made public. Pre
pared fo r the Production Board 
by experts from  the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the survey an
swered very clearly the above 
questions.

Predicting that by the end of 
1944, 25,000 a ircraft workers 
would be released, the report 
states that Buffalo would soon 
have at least 50,000 unemployed- 
In another section dealing with 
women in industry the report 
states that 40 to 60 thousand 
women Workers would lose their 
jobs. The report indicates that 
since these women when’ laid off, 
w ill return to their homes, they 
cannot be classified as unemploy
ed. While a number o f women 
w ill undoubtedly return to house
work the m ajority who work be
cause they have to w ill swell the 
ranks of the unemployed.

REAL PROSPECTS
I f  we add 50 percent of these 

women, which is a conservative 
estimate, to the 50,000 men, we 
get a total of 75,000 unemployed. 
This figure amounts to approxim
ately one-eighth of the total pop
ulation of the city. This is the 
answer given in this official re
port about unemployment pros
pects for 1945-1946.

These figures were based in 
part on reports from  manufac
turers in  this area who estimated 
t h a t  reconversion production 
would add up to only 31 percent 
of the 1939 level. To ouote the 
Bureau o f Labor Statistics sur
vey: “ Buffalo firms plan to do
business -at the same old stand,”  
Their reports have litt le  sugges
tion of the “ streamlined wonder- 
world of the future pictured by 
some fo r the post-war period.”

“ Other plants included in the 
survey,”  says the report, “ w ill 
likewise be able to carry on only 
limited operations, i f  any, fo r a 
while. Three which now employ 
8,000 have no immediate peace
time use and doubtful prospects. 
Five others w ill need an average 
of 6 to 9 months to reconvert. . . 
and may have trouble getting the 
new tools they need. Meanwhile 
they w ill all lay o ff workers.”

S till other industries like steel 
with little  or no reconversion 
problems w ill be held up for lack 
of orders. While the correctness 
of these parts of the survey is be
ing proven in day-to-day develop
ments here, the report contains a 
deliberate attempt to deceive the 
returning veterans as to their 
chances to obtain employment.

The report assumes that the 
veterans w ill replace the women 
workers and claims that a ll w ill 
find jobs w ith their former em
ployers. No one knows better 
than the authors of the report 
that this is false. To cite one ex
ample among many. The Bell

Group Established 
To Fight Jim Crow 
In Armed Forces

Representatives of 25 national 
Negro, labor and liberal organ
izations met at Butler, New Jer
sey on A p ril 28-29 to form thè 
National Committee to Abolish 
Segregation in the Armed Ser
vices. Sponsors of the conference 
were A. Philip Randolph, presi
dent, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, A FL; W illard S. Town
send, president, United Transport 
Service Employees, CIO; Morris 
Milgram, n a t i o n a l  secretary, 
Workers Defense League; W il
fred Kerr, chainnan, Lynn Com
mittee to Abolish Segregation.

Delegates were also present 
from  the American Civil Liberties 
Union; March on Washington 
Movement; National Association 
fo r the Advancement of Colored 
People; United Auto Workers- 
CIO; Industrial Union of Marine 
and Shipbuilding Workers-CIO; 
Textile Workers Union of Ameri- 
ca-CIO; Anti-Defamation League; 
Japanese-American C i t i z e n s  
League.

The chief business of the firs t 
meeting of the Committee was 
the preparation o f a resolution, 
calling upon President Harry S. 
Truman as Commander-in-Chief 
of the armed forces of the United 
States to issue a proclamation 
“ abolishing every vestige of seg
regation in the armed forces.”

Corporation has about 7,000 of 
its employes in the armed forces. 
By the time most of these men 
are released, the Bell plant most 
likely w ill be closed down or at 
best employing two or three thou
sand people. The m ajority of 
these veterans w ill surely go 
righ t from the fron t lines to the 
unemployed lines. So much fo r a ll 
the sacred promises that the em
ployers made, guaranteeing them 
jobs and security.

“ A  year ago,”  says a summary 
of the B. L. S. report, “ Buffalo 
was the nation’s firs t life-sized 
laboratory in  manpower control. 
Today Buffalo is on the way to 
becoming a laboratory all over 
again.”  The Buffalo workers 
were the guinea pigs upon whom 
the job freeze was firs t tried. 
Shortly after this pattern was ap
plied to labor throughout the 
country.

We can be equally certain that 
this “ new experiment”  they are 
cooking up for us here w ill be 
extended to the rest of the work
ers in short order. As one worker 
put It :  “ F irst we got the wage- 
freeze, then the job-freeze, and 
now it's the freeze-out.”

Seattle Negroes 
Organize To Gain 
Rights In Union

SEATTLE, May 4. —  200 
Negro workers employed for 
the most part in the Seattle 
plant of Boeing A ircraft Cor
poration held a meeting here 
last Sunday, A pril 29, to launch 
an organization which w ill fight 
against the Jim Crow practices 
of the International Association 
of Machinists, Lodge No. 751. 
The Lodge holds a closed shop 
contract with Boeing. But the 
Lodge refuses to admit Negroes 
into membership and allows 
them to work in Boeing only 
on a permit card basis, while 
nevertheless collecting f u l l  
union dues.

The union admits other racial 
minorities such as the Mexicans 
and the Filipinos. But even those 
Negroes who hold withdrawal 
cards from other A.F.L. unions 
have been refused membership in 
the I.A.M. Lodge.

The Negro Boeing workers are 
incensed over the ir v irtua l ex
clusion from  all union rights and 
benefits. They want to be taken 
into fu ll membership in the union, 
because they want -to obtain fu ll 
seniority protection and other 
union benefits* However, they say 
that i f  the IA M  won’t  take them 
in, then the union should be com
pelled to restitute a ll dues that 
Negroes have ever paid t-o the 
Lodge. “ The Aiherlcan revolution 
was fought over the slogan of 
‘no taxation without representa- 
tionY’ the m ilitant Boeing Ne
groes are saying. “ That is the 
slogan over which we are ready 
to fig h t now.”

Last Sunday’s, meeting was 
caiied in direct response to a 
decision taken in the last two 
weeks by the officials of Lodge 
751 not to collect any more dues 
from the Negro workers in Boeing. 
The Negro workers correctly in 
terpreted this action of the Ma- 
chiiiists as being the f irs t step 
on the part Of the Union officials 
to drive all Negroes completely 
out of the industry when produc
tion cutbacks and wholesale lay
offs take place in the near future. 
Negro workers, deprived of se
n iority rights, w ill be the firs t to 
be thrown into the streets*

The meeting elected permanent 
officers and established an exe
cutive committee. The immediate 
program of the new organization 
comprises three points. 1) To 
fig h t fo r the righ t of a ll Negro 
workers in Boeing to become fu ll 
fledged members of the Machin
ists Union and of Lodge 751. 2) 
To secure the appointment of a 
Negro to the Boeing Company’s 
personnel staff. 3) To secure a 
grievance committee of three to 
negotiate the above two demands.

The circulation of petitions in 
order to gain the support of all 
interested in fighting  against this 
discrimination against the Negro 
workers was projected. A  further 
program of action is to be worked 
out as well as plans to put the 
new organization on a permanent 
basis.

By Joseph K e lle r

Union-Busting Pretext
George Romney, managing di

rector of the Automotive Council 
fo r War Production, on May 2 
revealed the scheme of the auto
mobile monopolists 'to break up 
the CIO United Automobile Work
ers on the pretext that the un
ion is creating a crisis in the in
dustry which w ill result in wide
spread post-war unemployment.

This spokesman fo r the big 
auto corporations stated that 
they are “ convinced i t  is time to 
scrutinize the operation of collec
tive bargaining to determine why 
i t  is not working in the manner 
that promotes the national inter
est.”  To Romney, the interests 
of the auto profiteers are identi
cal w ith  the “ national interest.”

Hypocritically claiming “ the in 
dustry is not seeking the destruc
tion of unionism,”  Romney as
serted that “ we are alarmed at 
the decline in productivity and 
its fa r reaching effects on the 
post-war economy.”  The auto 
barons demand that the “ excess
ive power of the CIO must be 
decentralized”  — that is, that the 
UAW-CIO must be broken up.

“ Irrefutable evidence shows 
that productivity has declined 
continually,”  added .Romney.

But the Automotive Council For 
War Production boasted in its 
A p ril bulletin that the industry 
had achieved a record $10-billion 
yearly production, “ a ten-fold in
crease over 1941’s defense pro
duction.”  In fact, “ between the 
fourth quarter of 1943, when 
automotive employment reached 
an all-time high, and the corres
ponding quarter in 1944, deliver
ies of war materials ROSE ap
proximately 11 per cent. Dur
ing the same period employment 
DROPPED some 16 per cent.

Thus, Romney’s own organiza
tion has refuted the union-bust
ing lie he and his associates are 
now peddling.

*  *  *

Cutbacks and Pay Cuts
The CIO and AFL, spurred on 

by the threat of huge production 
cutbacks and reduction of the 
work week once more have urged 
the War Labor Board to loosen 
the wage-freeze in view of anti
cipated drastic declines in weekly 
wages. The CIO has Submitted 
proposals fo r a new “ recbhVer- 
sion wage policy”  to War Mob
ilization Director Vinson, who 
has consistently advocated the 
continuation of wartime labor 
policies in the “ reconversion”  pe
riod.

R. J. Thomas, UAW-CIO pres

ident, wrote from  Detroit to 
WLB Chairman Taylor that “ the 
wage policies of the WLB need 
immediate and marked revision, 
which w ill make possible main
tenance of present over-all wage 
levels, notwithstanding reduc
tions in working hours.”

Thomas reported that 140,000 
Ford workers have already been 
cut back to a 40-hour week, res
ulting in an average loss of $10 
a week pay for those working 45 
hours and considerably more for 
those working longer.

The CIO proposals to Vinson, 
it  is reported, call fo r a minimum 
20 per cent increase in basic 
wage rates, 10 per cent to provide 
fo r past living cost increases and 
10 per cent fo r increased labor 
productivity during the war.

*  *  *

“ A Fam ily  A ffa ir”
On May 1 the War Labor 

Board in Washington held a hear
ing on -the Detroit Kelsey-Hayes 
case, involving the reinstatement 
c f 13 fired workers by order of 
the regional WLB after 5500 
workers twice went on strike.

While upholding the regional 
WLB order, WLB Chairman 
took occasion to assail “ both”  the 
union and the company because 
“ i t  is not good business that i f  
one man gets fired 10,000 others 
must lose a week’s work.”  A fte r 
the hearing, he stated he did not 
think the board should be called 
on to inject itse lf into a “ clearly 
fam ily a ffa ir.”

To Taylor the wholesale firing 
of union officers and committee
men which has provoked numer
ous auto strikes in the past three 
months is just a “ family a ffa ir.”  
He conceals the fact that i t  is 
not a question of any “ one work
er”  getting fired, but of the lead
ing union militants being picked 
out and fired in a deliberate cam
paign to undermine the unions.

Even when i t  is compelled to 
make a concession to the work
ers, the WLB finds a way to 
smear the unions and cover up the 
d irty  game of the employers.

A Correction
The May 5 issue of The M ilitant 

carried on Page 3 a story about 
five strikes in Allentown, Pa., in
cluding walkouts at the Mack 
Truck plahts by UAW-CIO Local 
677 and at the Consolidated Vul- 
tee plant. By an inadvertent omis
sion of several explanatory lines 
stating that the la tter part o f the 
story described the Mack strike, 
the false impression was le ft that 
this portion of the story referred 
to -the Consolidated Vultee strike.

Hard Coal Miners 
Remain on Strike 
Despite ‘Seizure’

(Continued from page 1)

wage-hour act to pay portal-to- 
portal wages. This cuts legal 
ground completely from  under the 
operators—and WLB which two 
years ago upheld the mine own
ers’ position—who have repeat
edly provoked the miners to strike 
over this issue.

SMITH-CONNALLY
In  the face of the solidarity of 

the miners and the indisputable 
justice of their cause, the govern
ment has as yet hesitated to un
dertake direct measures to en- 
force-its ultimatum.

There can be no question, how
ever, that the administration, rep
resenting the interests of Big 
Business, is more than w illing to 
employ the harshest measures. 
But you can’t put 72,000 miners 
in ja il or dig coal with bayonets.

I f  the hard coal miners win 
out, the most vicious anti-labor 
law on the statute books, the, 
Smith-Connally act, w ill have 
been dealt its severest blow.

Cramp Shipyard 
Workers Resist 
Wage-Cut Ruling

P H ILAD ELPH IA , A pril 28. 
— A series of walkouts at the 
Cramp Shipyards here during 
the past, two weeks has been 
precipitated by a W ar Labor 
Board directive nu llify ing  piece 
work rates set up as part of the 
union contract since 1941.

As threats of mass layoffs 
haunt the shipyard workers here 
and the companies step up their 
union-busting provocations, the 
WLB has instituted a system fo r 
the establishment of piece rates 
by the company w ithout negotiat
ing w ith the union, Local 42 of 
the CIO Marine and Shipbuild
ing Workers.

The company fixed new rates 
which amounted to wage cuts of 
as much as 35 per cent fo r chip- 
pers, welders, burners, drillers, 
etc. Despite the efforts of the 
Union leadership to avert a strike 
and their urging that the work
ers do nothing “ rash,”  a group 
of chippers and drillers struck 
On A pril 17. The leaders of the 
local stood at the gates urging 
the strikers back on the job.

SEVERAL WALKOUTS
While the drillers were still 

outside the gates, the company 
offered carbon arc burners a 25 
per cent bonus to perform d rill
ers work. When the union o ffi
cers fina lly  succeeded in getting 
the chippers and drillers back to 
work this bonus offer was w ith
drawn.

No sooner did the f irs t  group 
of strikers vote last Tuesday to 
return to work, when i t  was an
nounced that there was a walk
out of welders, burners and tack- 
ers. The company, according to 
the union officials, then sent lay
o ff notices to 4000 workers. A t 
the present w riting, the strikers 
have been persuaded to return, 
but the workers’ problems remain 
unsettled.
•> Meanwhile, the most frequent 
subject of conversation in  the 
Philadelphia yards is the impend
ing mass cutbacks and layoffs.
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Rubber Locals Repel Boss Attacks
AKRON, May 6.—The rub

ber barons of Akron have fa il
ed dismally in a plot to wreck 
the CIO United Rubber W ork
ers of America. For the past 
several weeks the Big Three of 
Akron, Goodyear, Goodrich and 
Firestone Tire and Rubber 
companies, had their fling  at 
challenging the union move
ment. Each in their turn reaped 
a harvest of strikes which sent 
the corporation big shots back 
to Mahogany Row to plot new 
ways of anti-union war.

The Goodrich administrators 
flung down the gauntlet to UR- 
WA Local 5 by indiscriminately 
handing out 3,000 reprimands to 
workers fo r such “ offenses”  as 
six days’ absence in 1944. The im
mediate result of these 3,000 
seeds of discontent was a four- 
day plant-wide strike. The local 
union executive board refused to 
call the workers back to work un
t i l  the company tore up the re
primands. Telegrams from URW 
president Sherman Dalrymple 
were ignored. Pleas from  the 
WLB were likewise “ overlooked” 
by the union.

The company was forced to 
negotiate during the strike and to 
tear up almost all the irrespon
sibly distributed reprimands. 
A fte r four days the union em
erged victorious.

The victory o f the union was 
especially significant since the 
heretofore strictly applied prin
ciple of no work, no negotiations 
was abandoned because of the 
stubborn m ilitancy of the strike. 
WORKERS’ SOLIDARITY

A t Firestone, the company 
violated its contract by refusing 
to abide by seniority in the up
grading of Negro workers in a 
m ill room. White workers were 
hired in from other departments 
to fill jobs which Negro m ill 
workers were entitled to by sen
io rity  and ability. The m ill work
ers struck. The Local union offi
cers, notably Ike Watson, Local 
7 president, stood by the Negro 
workers and forced the company 
to Tetreat.

This strike was an inspiring 
example of the solidarity of 
black and white against the com
mon enemy. Corporation at
tempts to incite race conflicts 
were thwarted by a courageous 
and progressive union leadership.

This was two strikes on the 
rubber barons.

A t Goodyear, the company also 
stepped up its  anti-union provo
cations. For some weeks the 
corporation had been slashing 
wage standards and unfavorably 
revising piece work rates in viola
tion of its agreement to negotiate 
w ith  the union on such matters. 
Finally, a week ago, the p it men, 
whose rates were cut, went on 
strike. Plant 2 w ith  6,000 work
ers, shut down tight. As a result 
of the strike, the company was 
forced to settle the problem by 
returning to the rates prevailing 
before the cut.
OFFENSIVE HALTED

But the Goodyear Local 2 mem
bership were not satisfied. They

filed a 30-day strike notice under 
the Smith-Connally Act, and are 
now voting on a strike to settle 
the mountain of grievances accu
mulated during the past months. 
A t a huge mass meeting to con
sider the question of a strike 
vote, the m ajority in  favor of a 
.strike poll was overwhelming.

That was three strikes and out 
fo r the rubber corporations!

Their offensive was temporar- 
ly  smashed; a wave of militancy 
has spread through Akron plants. 
Unionists are on guard against 
the next blows sure to come from 
the companies which are bent on 
wrecking the union movement.

The events, all during April, 
are just a preview of the plans 
of the arrogant profiteers who 
own the rubber industry to con
tinue their huge profits after “ VE 
Day”  by cutting wages.

New battles are brewing.

Youngstown CIO 
Adopts Program 
To Aid Veterans

YOUNGSTOWN, 0., May 4 — 
The CIO Council of Mahoning 
County, recognizing the need of 
aiding the returning veterans of 
the second world war, decided to 
set up a committee, called the 
Veterans Committee, to aid the 
returning soldiers w ith  their 
problems. This action, as one of 
the delegates pointed out, was 
necessary because the War Man
power Commission and United 
States Employment Service could 
not be depended upon to do the 
proper job fo r the discharged 
men.

This action also recognizes that 
the workers haven’t  confidence in 
the American Legion or the Vet
erans of Foreign Wars. I t  pro
ceeds from the premise that to 
win the returning soldiers to the 
side of the workers organized la
bor must form  an alliance with 
the workers in uniform.

Such a committee of the unions 
working with the returned serv
ice men and women w ill face 
many problems. I t  w ill have to 
see that the workers get back 
the jobs they had before enter
ing the armed forces, that women 
w ill not be discriminated against 
when fights fo r jobs are carried 
on, that. Negroes and members of 
other minorities w ill be given 
equal consideration, that soldiers’ 
preference laws do not serve to 
divide the workers. What is ne
cessary is to fight fo r security 
fo r a ll workers.

The action of the Mahoning 
County CIO is one of the firs t ac
tions on the part of a section of 
the labor movement to move in 
the direction of counteracting the 
reactionary influence of the Am
erican Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars by forming an 
alliance with the workers in uni
form.

Poor Mothers Advised 
To Patch, Darn And Sew

By Grace Carlson
"Patch, Save and Wear Out! 

V-E Day Won’t End Short
ages.”  This is the headline of a 
feature article which appeared 
in the A pril 17 St. Paul Dis
patch. "Some of the really 
troublesome shortages —  the 
day-to-day needs that worry 
housewives and cause hours of 
hunting in the stores —  in 
shirts, shoes, house dresses, chil
dren’s overalls and infant’s un- 
derthings are like ly to become 
worse before they are better, 
come V-E Day or not,”  the ar
ticle goes on to say.

My sister Dorothy sent me this 
clipping along w ith an angry 
three-page letter. Because she is 
w riting  about problems which all 
working-class mothers face these 
days of wartime shortages, sky
rocketing prices and frozen 
wages, I  think that the readers 
of The M ilitant w ill find her let
ter interesting. “ Ann”  is her 
seven year old g ir l; “ Jim,”  her 
three year old boy—and, as par
ents of children of these ages 
know, they seem to outgrow their 
clothes overnight!

TRY AND GET IT !
Here is her letter. “ I  happen

ed to run across this item on the 
financial page and thought there 
might be something in i t  you 
could use. I suppose tha t’s be
cause I myself feel pretty strong
ly on the question of what hap

pens when I  go shopping — es
pecially fo r children’s things. 
“ You must have heard me com
plain that Jim had to wear his last 
year’s shirts, which were two 
sizes too small for him all winter 
because 1 couldn’t  find any to fit 
him. When I tried to exchange 
the red bedroom slippers you 
bought him for St. Valentine’s 
Day, I  discovered that there are 
no bedroom slippers in larger 
sizes in the stores. ‘We’ve been 
out for months,’ they inform you.

“ When I  bought shoes fo r Jim 
last month (and that makes $24 
we’ve spent on children’s shoes 
in 7 months) I  tried to get rub
bers too — and people just 
laughed. One store keeper said 
he could sell me overshoes. He 
told me that he had been try ing 
to get them all w inter and had 
received a whole ‘basement fu ll’ 
just as spring came.

“ I ’m paying 29 cents and 39 
cents per pair fo r socks fo r them 
because the cheaper socks always 
seem to be out while there is al
ways a nice choice of color and 
size in the more expensive ones.

“ Ann is wearing her last year’s 
spring coat which is much too 
short fo r her. , Of course, I  
could find plenty of new coats fo r 
her at $15 to $20. A ll the stores 
are advertising expensive coats 
and hats and they have stacks 
and stacks of luxurious hand
made silk underwear — while 
youngsters can’t  get shirts!

SHOP AROUND
“ I certainly sound like a com-

Back-Stage Deals At Golden Gate Parley 
Expose The Imperialist Aims Of Allies

(Continued from page 1)
going on. The delegations of the 
Big Powers (the small nations 
are nothing but observers, voting 
as their patrons te ll them to 
vote) are not' engaged in creating 
an organization to preserve 
peace. They are maneuvering fo r 
position and advantage, with an 
eye to World War I I I .  This is at
tested by a newspaper columnist, 
Thomas L. Stokes of the “ N. Y. 
World-Telegram.”  W riting  from 
San Francisco under date of May 
3, he states:

“ The outstanding impression of 
th is observer after watching this 
United Nations conference fo r 10 
days is that these men gathered 
here . . . have looked too closely 
—almost w ith microscopic self
ishness—at their own little  na
tional interests. They have fo l
lowed too much the age-old pat
tern of what is known as diplo
macy, which has come to be an
other name fo r sharp dealing and 
trickery. . . . We need less of the 
old ‘spheres of influence’ philos
ophy tha t is apparent in the or
bits Great Brita in and Russia 
and ourselves are building up, 
just as in  the past, to be pitted 
again at each other in combina
tion here and hereafter.”

KROCK’S REPORT
A  corner of the curtain hiding 

the real purposes of the political 
representatives of the Wall Street 
monopolist plutocrats who aim at 
nothing less than world domina
tion was lifted by A rthur Krock, 
Washington correspondent of the 
N. Y. Times, on May 1. Accord
ing to this w rite r one of Presi
dent Truman’s f irs t  acts of fo r
eign policy has been to jettison 
a ll of Roosevelt’s fine ta lk about 
international “ trusteeships”  fo r 
territories seized from Japan 
which the Army and Navy hold 
to be “ strategic” —-in other words, 
necessary to the imperialist pur 
poses of the United States.

Secretary of State E. R. Stettinius, former head of U. S. Steel 
Corporation and representative of the powerful House of Morgan, 
receives whispered advice at the San Francisco Conference from 
his assistant Nelson Rockefeller, spokesman for the financial in 
terests of the Standard Oil fam ily. (AP Photo)

The President, says Krock, up
held the argument of the brass 
hats “ that bases in these' former 
mandates and enemy areas are 
an essential foundation o f that 
security which is the aspiration 
of San Francisco because: the 
United States cannot possibly be 
viewed as a future aggressor by 
any member o f the United Na
tions; the total of the native 
population is inconsiderable; the 
ability of these peoples to govern 
themselves at any time in  the 
near future is improbable” —. 
Just what the British imperial
ists say w ith  regard to India!— 
"and to apply* the fu ll formula 
(of trusteeships) to these areas 
and peoples is impractical as 
well as dangerous.”

Thus in the very midst of the 
San Francisco conference which 
is supposed to bring freedom and 
peace to all peoples, the Ameri
can imperialists are planning to 
grab and convert into colonies a 
whole series of Pacific territories 
and to establish on them bases 
for future wars.

Nor is this all. The American 
imperialists view with misgivings 
the powerful position the Soviet 
Union w ill have attained with the 
defeat of both Germany and Jap
an. They fear Stalin’s domination 
of Europe and the Far East. Ac
cording to Krock, an adviser of 
the Washington administration 
said “ something like this”  to, 
President Truman:

“ Mr. President, the Red Army

is wonderful. I t  is unbelievably 
brave. . . . But, conceding all that, 
conceding the indispensable part 
the Red Army has played in the 
collapse of the Nazis, the Red 
Army without us cannot give 
Europe, Asia or even Russia 
security.

PREPARE NEW WARS ,
“ I t  has fought on one front. 

We have fought simultaneously 
on many. Our industrial machine 
is incomparably greater, more 
skillfu l and more resourceful, as 
the Russians themselves know 
through Lend-Lease and other
wise. And in the unthinkable 
event of hostilities in which our 
a ir forces and fleets would be 
on the other side, the piight of 
the 'Russians would be desper
ate. . . .  I t  would be proper and 
most useful fo r you to make that 
brutally plain.”

From what he heard before 
leaving Washington fo r San 
Francisco, Krock concluded, “ the 
President did not reject the sub
stance of this advice.”

Such is the true political face 
of the “ peace-makers.”  Behind 
the facade at San Francisco they 
are working out plans of colonial 
brigandage and, while talking 
peace, preparing fo r new and 
more terrible wars.

plaining housewife! I  really know 
that there are burdens under 
capitalism which are a million 
times worse, but the hypocrisy of 
a ‘Patch, Save and Wear Out’ 
campaign when most workers’ 
belongings are already close to 
the worn-out stage and at the 
same time luxury goods fill the 
stores is pretty annoying.

“ Ann and Jim have been pest
ering and pestering so I ’ll have to 
break off. Let me add just one 
rote of further annoyance. A fte r 
you do go ¡shopping fo r children’s 
shirts, towel racks fo r the bath
room, some kind of sauce pans 
other than the expensive glass 
ones that the children break — 
some salesgirls always says, ‘We 
did have some in. You’ll just 
have to come ih often so you can 
catch them while 'they’re here.’

“ For somebody w ith  children 
who is paying money to a g ir l 
to' stay w ith  the children — or 
like Elaine’s sister-in-law has 
dragged three children across 
town to leave w ith  her mother— 
and is hoping to get a batch of 
necessary items in the short time 
available, that is the last straw! 
Just spend several hours, two or 
three times a week to shop around 
stores to see i f  anything has come 
in!

“ I  have to go now to show 
Jimmy how to make ‘feets’ on the 
picture o f the litt le  boy he is 
drawing.

As ever, 
Dorothy”

SUPER-PROFITS
A fitting  climax to this report 

of the working-class housewife’s 
shopping problems is the recent
ly-issued report of the OPA on 
department store profits fo r 1943. 
In dollar figures, department 
store profits reached $593,800,000 
in 1943 in contrast ‘to average 
profits from 1936-39 of $51,800,-
000. This represents an increase 
in 1943 profits of 1038 per cent! 
And preliminary figures on 1944 
show that they are doing still bet
ter s till!

But the National Retail Dry- 
goods Association isn’t satisfied 
yet. They asked the OPA recent
ly to permit them to raise prices 
still more on the lower-priced ar
ticles — otherwise they w ill con
tinue to refuse to carry such 
merchandise!

Who still thinks that we should 
PATCH and SAVE this WORN- 
OUT CAPITALIST SYSTEM?

Lay-Offs Spread 
In Ohio Cities

YOUNGSTOWN, May, 10 — 
A t Warren, Ohio, a city of about 
DO thousand, 2500 workers out of 
a total of around 2800 were laid 
o ff because of the cutbacks that 
are already taking place, but are 
being censored. Practically no 
news of these lay-offs was given 
in the local press.

These lay-offs occurred at the 
Warren City Manufacturing com
pany, a subsidiary o f the Gra- 
ham-Paige automobile company. 
We are unable to find out why 
the lay-offs took place.

A t New Castle, Pennsylvania, 
the famous ghost city o f depres
sion days and a city of about 50 
thousand, about 400 workers were 
iaid o ff at the foundry division 
of the United Engineering and 
Foundry Company of Pittsburgh.

These two inland cities are be
ginning to become again cities 
w ith idle factories and of thou
sands of workers seeking work.

Allies Prepare 
Harsh ‘Peace’
For Europe

(Continued from page 1)
has wiped out the means of pro
duction, destroyed the rural econ
omy. Financial systems are in  un
utterable chaos. Economic ties be
tween the nations have been dis
rupted.

Ruined Europe cannot even feed 
the multitudes of its hungry in 
habitants, let alone house and 
clothe them. To the to ll of m il
lions of lives which the imperial
ist war has already exacted, must 
be added those now doomed to 
death by disease and starvation. 
They include the children, un
numbered millions of them, who 
are suffering from acute hunger 
and afflicted with rickets and 
other maladies of malnutrition.

ALLIED  PLANS
What next? The Allied victors 

long ago announced the type of 
“ peace”  they plan to impose on 
defeated Germany. I t  is their 
purpose to prevent their German 
imperialist rivals from  challeng
ing them again, and to prevent 
the German people from taking 
their destiny into their own 
hands along the road of the 
socialist revolution.

To these ends, they have pre
pared a Draconian “ peace,”  a 
super-Versailles under which they 
plan to destroy what remains of 
the core of Germany’s industrial 
economy. In addition, they intend 
to dismember Germany by carving 
i t  up into a series of separate 
states. For the execution of these 
reactionary plans, which mean 
perpetual want and destitution 
fo r the masses of all Europe, 
they plan a lengthy m ilita ry oc
cupation of the country.

In the early stages of the war, 
the announced aim of the Allies 
was confined to “ rescuing Europe 
from fascist barbarism.”  But the 
real aims of the “ democratic”  im
perialists went considerably fu r
ther. They were intent on sub
stitu ting  their own domination 
fo r that o f H itle r and Mussolini. 
The fascist regimes have been 
shattered to smithereens. A new 
barbarism now w ill take the place 
of the old—the barbarism of a 
predatory imperialist “ peace.”

There are manifold signs that 
the masses of Germany and other 
European countries w ill not sub
m it to the new oppressors any 
more than they did the old. Rum
blings of revolt can be heard 
from one end of the continent to 
the other. Just as the end of 
World War I  was the signal to 
the European workers to rise and 
put an end to the bloody capital
ist system, so the end of this war 
w ill mark the forward surge of 
the revolutionary movement.

FEAR MASSES
This is what the Allies victors 

fear. I t  is fo r this, mainly, that 
they intend to keep large forces 
in Europe. For all the fine talk 
about “ democracy”  and the righ t 
cf every nation to choose its own 
government, the Allies have no 
intention of allowing the Euro
pean peoples to determine their 
own future. As they have already 
done in Greece, Ita ly  and Bel
gium, they intend to saddle the 
rest of Europe w ith reactionary 
dictatorships, propped up by A l
lied arms, so that the masses 
may be held in permanent sub
jection to the decayed capitalist 
system.

On the very day of Germany’s 
surrender, an Associated Press 
dispatch revealed that the U. S. 
Army is preparing to retain “ a 
strong a ir arm”  in Europe, with 
between 75,000 and 100,000 men 
in the ground crews alone, “ long 
after the end of the war.”  There 
is no attempt to conceal the real 
meaning of this plan. Says the 
dispatch: “ The main purpose of 
the post-war air police w ill be 
to help maintain order • in Ger
many.”

The m ilitary defeat of Ger
many, and later the defeat of 
Japan, w ill not spell peace unless 
the unleashed revolutionary pow
er of the working class sweeps 
away the putrid capitalist system, 
with its never-ending rivalries, 
and reconstructs society along 
socialist lines. Peace under capi
talism is at best an uneasy inter
val between wars. World War 
I I I  is already in preparation be
hind such deceitful facades as the 
San Francisco conference on 
“ world security.”

.B y  Theodore Kovalesky.

I t ’s a queer thing about Nick, at least you th ink i t ’s queer when 
you firs t consider it. But then, after you th ink about i t  fo r a litt le  
while, i t  all becomes clear.

Nick is a blower. He’s the most unpopular blower on the whole 
furnace line. Always worrying about his job, always running around 
looking at your work, always complaining, always criticizing what 
you do, Nick gets on the nerves of every furnace man that ever 
works under him. I guess more grievances have been turned in 
against Nick than against any other boss, litt le  or big, in the whole 
department.

What seems queer is that Nick isn’t  one of the bright boys that 
the company has brought in from somewhere to make a career in 
the company. Nick is just an old furnace man, one of the few old 
furnace men who have ever been made bosses.

Nick came out of the “ old 
country”  th irty  or fo rty  years ago, 
and I  guess he’s been w ith the com
pany ever since that time. He came 
to work on the furnaces when, the 
work was ten times as tough as i t  
is now, and you wonder sometimes, 
when he tells about what they used 
to have to put up with, how i t  was 
possible fo r a man to do such work 
and live.

Once Nick was telling us about 
it. “ Thirteen hours on night sh ift; 
eleven hours day shift,”  he said.

Well, that was bad enough, but 
there are plenty of fellows who 
remember that.

But Nick went on: “Those days
you don’t  have d rill like now. You got to hammer tapping hole all 
the way. Now you d rill hole, seven, eight foot maybe. Then you burn 
him out w ith  oxygen. Easy! Those days you hammer all the way. 
Sometimes hard hole, you hammer a ll night. Many time I remember 
I  go home in morning, can’t  even get undressed. Hands like this. . .”  
and he held out both hands bent s tiff ly  as though he were clutching 
at something.

“ Every cast change five, Six tuyeres,”  Nick told us gloatingly. 
“ Now, every now and then you change one, most time none. You 
have to be a man to work furnace those days.”

There’s no doubt of it. Nick certainly did catch hell in the old 
days, Nick and all the others who had to make their living on the 
old blast furnaces. The work is k illing  now, and there have been 
improvements made, improvements designed not to save energy fo* 
the furnace gangs but rather to save time and money for the stee1 
companies: but they have made things a litt le  easier. And Nic' 
has worked in the heat when they didn’t  have the improvement* 
when they were getting them, and after they got them . . . and 
he’s done plenty of sweating even since they came.

W hy N ick  Runs Around Bothering People
Wouldn’t  you think, then, at firs t glance, that Nick would be a 

litt le  decent to the men that work under him? Wouldn’t  you think 
that he would remember the time when he was just a regular 
furnace man himself and act the way he’d want a boss of his to 
act? You would th ink so a t first.

But look at i t  the other way. Nick has .been pushed around al! 
his life. He’s had to worry about making both ends meet, skimping 
here, struggling like hell to save a litt le  there, try ing  to figure out 
how to pay the doctor wheh litt le  Stanley came along. He’s had 
“ tough”  foremen standing over him, browbeating him, threatening 
him w ith  that most terrible punishment o f a ll—dismissal and un
employment. He’s seen how hard life  is when you’re a worker 
under capitalism. . . . AND HE DOESN’T WANT TO GO BACK. 
Nick probably wakes up in the blackness of the night sweating 
dreaming that he’s been “busted”  down from a foreman to a worker.

That’s why Nick runs around bothering people. He wants to 
be sure that the company won’t  come to him some day and say 
“ Nick, you’re not getting enough work out of your men, and the 
work you do get out of them isn’t  good enough. We’re afraid we’l l 
have to get somebody who can handle your job better than you. 
You report to work tomorrow on the afternoon sh ift on Number 
Two Furnace.”

I f  they say that, Nick knows i t ’s no good to say, “ Please, Mr. 
Ellsworth, I work hard. I  do my best.”  Oh, no, that’s no good, and 
Nick knows it. And he knows what the company wants.

So, you see, Nick and all the rest of the little  men of super
vision, all the two-bit bosses, are like whips: I t ’s the whip that hits 
the slave, but i t ’s the overseer that holds the whip. And the whip 
is more of a slave than the slave himself.

Small Gain In New Contract 
For CIO Steel Union Ranks

By Jack Wilson
YOUNGSTOWN, May 7.— 

The basic contract between the 
CIO Steelworkers Union and 
the major steel companies f in 
ally has been signed. Philip 
Murray boasts of the great “ vic
tories”  that this contract has 
won for the steel workers. But 
what does this contract really 
give the workers?

They find that they have an
other no-strike pledge tied to 
their necks fo r the duration of 
the contract and that they are 
supposed to let the corporations 
continue their anti-union drive.

The workers now are to bow 
to compulsory arbitration and 
place reliance on “ impartia l”  
boards or individuals to settle 
their grievances, as i f  the experi
ences w ith the WLB had not 
taught the workers that they can 
rely only upon their own strength.

A fter 15 months of government 
and corporation stalling the total 
over-all wage increase w ill aver
age between four and five cents 
per hour. This includes the im
proved vacation clause and the 
added holidays. And the compa
nies are not even paying this out 
of their own enormous profits. 
In Big Steel, because of the es
timated added cost of 30 million 
dollars resulting from the agree
ment, the company is going to 
get some 25 million dollars re
duction on its income tax.

Contrast these gains of the 
steel workers w ith t h o s e  
of the soft coal miners. A fte r ap-

proximately 40 days of negotia
tions, the miners w ill get over 
11 cents per hour increase. But 
the miners ¿lid not support the 
no-strike policy.
REACTIONS OF RANKS

What are the reactions of the 
rank and file  steel workers to 
Murray’s great “ victory?”  M ili
tant workers th ink that they have 
been sold short, particularly when 
they see the miners getting re
sults so quickly. They also are 
beginning to understand that the 
policy pursued by the Murray 
leadership is the wrong one.

The all-day workers who re
ceive only minor benefits from the 
new contract are the most b itter 
because they received the least. 
Many of them feel that they 
have been made into second-class 
citizehs in the union. There is 
some loose ta lk  about quitting 
the union.

The way to solve the problem 
of getting what the workers are 
entitled to is not to quit the 
union but to change its policy. 
Murray’s policy of retreat must 
be replaced by the policy of m ili
tant action. The no-strike policy 
has served as a noose around the 
neck of the union. The WLB has 
further tied the union in its fig h t 
for better conditions and the 
Murray machine has bowed to 
this board. Politically the Murray 
machine 'has lined up w ith the 
Democratic administration dom
inated by the 'capitalists. The pol
icy of independent action by the 
workers in the economic and pol
itical fields is the one that w ill 
get results.
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Nazis Hounded 
The Trotskyists 
As Mortal Foe

On August 25, 1939, the French Ambassador, Coulondre, 
called on H itler for a last interview before the outbreak o f war. 
In case of war, Coulondre said to Hitler, “ The real victor w ill 
be Trotsky. Have you thought this over?”

"1 know. . ." responded Hitler.
This remarkable conversation,'! 

printed in the well-known news
paper Paris-Soir of Aug. 31, 1939 
is direct evidence that both the 
French statesman and H itle r con
sidered Trotskyism, the program 
of socialism, the major enemy of 
their capitalist system.

In the underground movement 
against H itler, among the most 
courageous and consistent fig h t
ers were Trotskyists. When the 
Gestapo succeeded in capturing 
members of the Fourth Interna
tional, the news received sensa
tional display in the official Nazi 
press. ?

DANZIG TRIALS
In the case of the Danzig Trot

skyists, fo r instance, the follow
ing headlines appeared in succes
sive issues of Der Danziger Vor- 
posten, organ o f the. Danzig 
Nazis:

THE END OF THE DANZIG 
“ SPARTAKUSBUND.”  S i x t y  
communists arrested. Collabora
tion w ith , Trotsky established. 
Comprehensive propaganda mate
ria l confiscated. (December 9, 
1936.)

THE “ SPARTAKUSBUND”  OF 
THE TROTSKYITES. The Jew 
Dr. Franz Jakubowski as organ
izer of the secret organization, 
the slanderous handbill campaign 
and incitement to strikes. (Jan
uary 8, 1937.)

THE JUDGMENT AGAINST 
THE TROTSKYITES. Long pris
on terms fo r the functionaries. 
The result of yesterday’s session. 
(January 12, 1937.)

LONG PRISON TERMS FOR 
THE SPARTACISTS. The Jew 
Dr. Jakubowski sentenced to three 
and a quarter years in ja il. Com
bined sentences thirteen years. 
(January 12, 1937.)

These trials of the German 
Trotskyists by the Nazis took 
place at the vefy time that Stalin 
was falsely accusing the Trotsky; 
ists in the Moscow frameup tria ls 
of being “ agents of H itle r!”

STRUGGLE AGAINST NAZIS
Trotskyist refugees from  Ger

many were hounded by the Ges
tapo. We publish elsewhere in this 
issue the story of Walter Held, 
a leader of the German section 
of the Fourth International, who 
was hounded from  Czechoslovakia 
to France, then to Holland and 
Norway. When the German ar
mies conquered Europe, among 
the firs t victims executed by Nazi 
fir in g  squads were refugee Tro t
skyists and leaders of the Trot
skyist movement in the occupied 
countries.

Despite this murderous perse
cution, new young Trotskyists 
stepped forw ard to take the place 
of the fallen heroes of socialism. 
In the workingclass movements

against the Nazis throughout 
Europe, the Trotskyists are 
known to have taken a leading 
part although fu ll facts are not 
yet available. In Greece they were 
in the forefront of the struggle. 
The same is true of Ita ly, France 
and Belgium.

In Germany itself, the Trotsky
ists managed to maintain their 
political integrity despite titanic 
difficulties. In the October 1941 
issue of Fourth International, 
theoretical magazine of the 
American Trotskyists, appears a 
report smuggled out of Germany, 
telling o f the work done by our 
German comrades in the prisons 
and concentration c a m p s  of 
H itler. Here are a few interest
ing paragraphs from  this remark
able document:

INSIDE THE PRISONS
“ Although numerically the CP 

(Communist Party) is most 
strongly represented among the 
politicals, our comrades . are 
everywhere among the most pol
itically active and clear-thinking; 
and where they work astutely 
have a relatively great influence, 
despite substantial opposition— 
under pressure o f the ja il sys
tem, every Stalinist name known 
to the masses has a double in flu 
ence. Our comrades engage in a! 
forrp of pedagogic exercise to be 
carried on inside over an extend
ed period.

“ One on the outside has no 
conception of the problems dis
cussed inside by the really inter
ested comrades. Not only the la t
est Stalinist ehange of line and 
its consequences, but also theo
retical and actual problems of our 
movement. Frequently those in
side sense w ith sharpened in tu i
tion the difficulties and matters 
o f argument confronting their 
comrades outside, discuss those 
matters, make prognoses, and 
formulate political attitudes.

“ Although the isolation of those j 
inside produces the danger of 
their arriving at conclusions dis
connected from  events in an alien 
world, s till the intense discus
sion inside and the correspon
dence from .the outside act as 
correctives. Perhaps some time we 
shall enjoy the fru it  of this cor
respondence, penetrating the 
double censorship of ja il and 
state, to sustain and inspire those 
working inside who in turn rein
force and enrich their meaning. 
I t  is a small contribution to the 
preparation of the German and 
international revolutions.”

This Trotskyist, reporting from 
Germany at the beginning of the 
war, concludes that “ the concen
tration canip is in reality the 
graduate school of the revolution 
for our best forces.”

The Role O f Roosevelt

Above is a scene from the demonstration of 50,000 workers summoned by the Socialist Workers Party alone against the Fas
cist ra lly  on Feb. 20, 1939 at New York’s Madison Square Garden. More than 50,000 workers participated.

W alter Held, Leader In Anti-Nazi Fight, 
Disappears In USSR After GPU Arrest

(Continued from page 1)

Union. The Norwegian Legation 
a t Stockholm aided him in apply
ing fo r a transit visa from  the 
Soviet Union which was granted 
in March 1941.

On May 17, Epe with his wife 
and child le ft fo r Moscow by 
plane. From Moscow he was 
scheduled to reach Odessa within 
two days by train. He was routed 
to reach the United States via 
Turkey, Syria, Palestine and In 
dia. A ll his papers were in order. 
He carried in addition a press card 
as correspondent of the Stockholm 
“ Social Democrat.”

He did not travel alone, being 
part of a group of several dozen 
which had been organized by 
Cook’s Travelling Agency and the 
Norwegian Legation. However 
when the group reached Turkey, 
the Epe fam ily was no longer 
w ith  them. They had disappeared 
either in  Moscow or on the way 
to Odessa.

Cook’s immediately began an 
investigation, as did Martin Tran- 
mel Norwegian Social-Democrat 
leader residing in Sweden. The! 
Norwegian authorities likewise 
took up the case through Mme. 
Kollontai, representative of the 
USSR in Stockholm. The Stalin
is t officialdom informed both 
Martin Tranmel and the Nor
wegian authorities they had no 
knowledge of the fate of the Epe 
family.

Outside of Erlich’s report that 
Epe shared his cell at Saratov 
prison, no direct information has 
been received concerning them. 
According to a rumor which reach

ed Sweden, Mrs. Epe and her child 
were fina lly  permitted to proceed 
to the United States via Japan 
and were last seen somewhere en 
route in Siberia. This was before 
Pearl Harbor, however. Since that 
date i t  has been impossible to 
verify whether they actually 
reached Japan.

Towards the end of Septem
ber 1941, the Norwegian diplo
matic delegation to the USSR 
informed the Norwegian govern
ment in London and the Stalinist 
authorities that they had positive 
information Heinz Epe had been 
imprisoned at Saratov. They de
manded his release. The Stalinists, 
however, refused to permit the 
Norwegian Ambassador, Mr. Ant- 
wuort, to v is it Saratov to check 
this information.

In  February 1942, the Norwe
gian Foreign Department at Lon
don made one more e ffo rt to as
certain Epe’s whereabouts, send
ing an offic ial inquiry to the So
viet Foreign Department. On July 
17,1942, this department respond
ed they could find no trace of 
Heinz Epe.

Epe won the venomous hatred 
of Stalin during the ill-famed 
Moscow Trials. In the August 
1936 tr ia l of Zinoviev, Kamenev, 
etc. Trotsky was interned by the 
Norwegian government to pre
vent him from  answering the foul 
accusations of the GPU frame-up 
artists.

The GPU had used Copenhagen 
as the scene of the alleged plot
ting  w ith Trotsky to which the 
defendants “ confessed.”  On Sep
tember 30, 1936, Heinz Epe made 
the following remarkable predic

tion: “ Undoubtedly efforts w ill be 
made to sh ift Trotsky’s ‘terror
istic base of operations' from 
Copenhagen to Oslo. . . .  The task 
of the new chief of the GPU 
therefore consists in  producing an 
Gslo-amalgam. . . . The art of the 
GPU w ill consist in  digging up 
new Olbergs, Davids, Holtzmanns 
and Bermans, whose instructions 
w ill have come directly from  Oslo 
or Honefoiss”  (Trotsky’s resi
dence), This prediction was borne 
out w ith in  a few months.

During the tr ia l of Pyatakoff 
hnd others in  January 1937, one 
of the main fabrications was the

“ confession”  of Pyatakoff tha t he 
had flown from  Berlin, Germany 
to Oslo, Norway where he claimed 
to have plotted w ith  Trotsky 
against the Soviet Union. Epe se
cured declarations from  the o ffi
cials of the K je ller airport, named 
by Pyatakoff as his landing place, 
that not one foreign plane had 
landed there during the month 
specified. This piece of evidence, 
reported by the world press prov
ed Pyatakoff a liar.

One more heroic fighter fo r the 
socialist future of mankind has 
thus fallen victim to the insatiable 
monster in the Kremlin.

Held’s Defense of Soviet Union
Before leaving Sweden, Heinz Epe (W alter Held) le ft a 

declaration w ith his friends to be published in the event he 
was seized by the GPU. This declaration, which was published 
after his disappearance by the Swedish trade union press, 
explains his attitude toward the Soviet Union as follow's:

“ My sole reason fo r travelling through the Soviet Union 
is for the purpose of reaching America w ith my family. I  do 
not speak Russian and w ill have no contact with any Russian 
citizen except those officials in charge of our travelling party. 
Should I be arrested during my journey, the only reason for 
arresting me would be one of political vengeance. Although I 
have publicly attacked the present regime in the Soviet Union. 
I regard myself as a friend of that State insofar as it  
represents an attempt to build a new world on a rational basis.

“ I therefore have no greater wish than that the Soviet 
Union shall survive the present catastrophic world crisis and 
i t  is my opinion that in spite of all that has occurred it  remains 
the duty of all workers and all true socialists to defend the 
Soviet Union against all imperialist attacks. The task of 
judging Stalin’s regime belongs to history and the Russian 
workers.”

“ How w ill Truman be?”  '
And our bigshot leaders and 

most of our Negro newspapers 
rose as i f  w ith one voice to eulo
gize Roosevelt fo r “ the many 
favors he had bestowed upon our 
group.”  They assured and re
assured us that we had “ nothing 
to fear but fear”  under President 
Truman who was sure to “ carry 
on the liberal ideals”  of the ex
commander-in-chief.

Now, away w ith  all prejudices, 
be they against a person or fo r 
a person. Let us cooly and calmly 
examine the facts as they stand. 
Such an examination (although 
many misled Negroes w ill be re
luctant to admit i t )  cannot fa il 
to reveal that Roosevelt, regard
less of the lo fty  phrases that 
flowed from  his silvery tongue, 
PROVED by his ACTIONS that 
he was 100% JIM  CROW.

In setting up worit, youth, farm, 
housing and other projects dur
ing the depression the pattern 
was almost invariably JIM 
CROW. Furthermore, the main 
motive for these reform measures 
was to allay the mass unrest and 
thereby maintain the exploitive 
capitalist system which s till makes 
race prejudice profitable. That 
was “ our friend”  Roosevelt.

In mobilizing the armed forces 
fo r a purported war of “ the de
mocracies against fascism”  he re
fused to allow Negro and white 
Americans to be integrated into 
the same regiments. JIM  CROW 
was thus togged out in O FFIC IAL 
Army uniform. That was Roose
velt.

When Winfred Lynn carried out 
a test case showing that such 
anti-Negroism was in violation of 
Section 4a of the Selective Service 
Act of 1940 and in violation of 
his constitutional rights, the 
Roosevelt-appointed S u p r e m e  
Court refused even to hear the 
case. That was Roosevelt.

He often condemned the Nazi 
racist ideology but could .never 
find time to say one word against 
the widespread brutalities and 
murders of dark-skinned Ameri
can troops in the Southern States 
of his own country. He spoke out 
against the lynching of a fascist 
by the irate Italian workers but 
during his entire 12 years in o f
fice he completely ignored the 
dozens of lynchings

Almost every concession he 
made (such as Negro Waves, 
Wac’s, a handful of Naval o ff i
cers, elevation of Davis to rank 
of General, etc.), was a TOKEN 
concession made—by strange coin
cidence—just before election time. 
The basic grievance of JIM 
CROW in the Army was consist-

Did Roosevelt Solve The Agricultural Crisis In  America?
By Felix  Morroiv

The Democratic platform fo r 1932 denounced 
Hoover fo r the “ unsound policy of restricting 
production”  in agriculture. And on page 79 of 
Volume I  of Roosevelt’s public papers, we read 
how in the 1932 campaign he branded Hoover’s 
secretary of agriculture “ who invented the cruel 
joke of. calling on the farmers to allow 20 per 
cent of their wheat lands to lie idle, to plow up 
every third row of cotton and shoot every tenth 
cow.”

I t  is history now that, whereas Hoover merely 
called on the farmers to do so, Roosevelt had 
laws passed under which six million pigs were 
killed in September 1933, every fourth row of 
cotton plowed under, and so on. In the following 
years the destruction was less dramatic but 
equally extensive. In an address of January 10, 
1936 Secretary of Agriculture Wallace stated 
that the AAA had taken 36 million acres out 
of production in 1934 and 30 million in 1935, and 
that his objective was to take out of production 
50 million acres. This, while the Administration 
itse lf conceded that a th ird  of the nation was 
ill-clad, ill-fed, ill-housed.

I t  could easily be demonstrated that all the 
principal ingredients of Roosevelt’s farm pro
gram served the interests of the big farm own
ers, including the banks and insurance companies. 
(One out of every four farms had been sold for 
debts or taxes between 1929 and 1933.) AAA-crop 
reduction was supported chiefly by larger farm 
ers who produced staples like wheat and cotton, 
whereas the diversified-crop farmers and tenants 
gained nothing by it. The latter, represented by 
the National Farmers Union and the Farmers 
National Holiday Association, held conventions 
which unanimously condemned the Agricultural 
Adjustment B ill while i t  was pending.

Above all the smaller farmers wanted to stop 
farm  mortgage foreclosures—and did. Crowds 
of farmers forced sheriffs to accept bids of a 
dollar or two at foreclosure auctions, and then 
turned tha farms back to the ir original owners.

When an Iowa judge refused to promise a crowd 
of farmers that he would sign no more foreclos
ures, he was dragged from his courtroom and 
hanged until unconscious. States under such pres
sure passed mortgage moratorium laws.

Measures to B ail O ut the Banks
I t  was under these conditions, in  an attempt 

to soften the hostility of the small farmers 
against the pending farm  bill, tha t Roosevelt 
sent Congress a .special message on May 4, 1933, 
which resulted in adding an amendment providing 
that farm mortgages would be refinanced at low 
interest rates by the government.

In  this case, too, however, the ultimate bene
fic iary proved to be not the small farmer but the 
parasites who lived o ff him. Federal refinancing 
served mainly to bail out banks and insurance 
companies from unprofitable mortgages. This is 
the fact: behind the report, in the Dec. 13, 1985 
New York Times, that among Roosevelt’s fo l
lowers in the South “ are the investment bankers, 
the mortgage lenders and crop financiers. .• . . 
In this class of bankers are to be found the most 
ardent supporters of President Roosevelt. Their 
enthusiasm surpasses that of the farmers.”

Nevertheless, the small farmer did manage 
to get some measure of mortgage relief. This 
was one of the three classical demands of the 
fanners ever since the 1880’s. But he got no 
relief at all on his other two demands: against 
high fre ight rates and high prices (relative to 
farm prices) fo r tariff-protected manufactured 
goods.

But even had the Roosevelt administration 
provided some relief on these demands, i t  would 
have not gone fa r to ease the plight of the farmer. 
The classical demands of the farmer had a real 
meaning when he was selling his product in the 
export and domestic market, and was objecting 
to being milked of his proceeds by the manufac
turing and railroad monopolies. But what was 
now taking place was a permanent collapse of 
the farmer’s former markets.' That is why the

parasites who have milked the farmer now turned 
more and more to m ilking the U. S. Treasury.

Decline o f Am erican Farm ing
The central fact to understand about farm ing 

is that its  decline dates not from 1932 but from 
1920. The present war and immediate postwar 
market are merely an interlude in the long pro
cess of the permanent collapse of American agri
culture. A  few figures w ill demonstrate this 
graphically, and incidentally explode the New 
Deal claim of having solved the farm  crisis. 
Here is what has happened to gross farm  income 
since 1920:

1920 15.9 billions
1925 13.5 ”
1929 13.8 ”
1932 6.4 ”
1939 10.5 ”  (includes 800 millions

of federal subsidies)
America was once the greatest granary in 

the world. But look what happened to cash in
come from bread grains (in  m illions):

1920 1,537
1925 915
1929 790
1932 220
1940 478

What has been the effect on the value of farm  
property? Here is the average value per acre 
(in dollars):

1920 81.52
1925 61.69
1930 57.74
1940 38.89

Reducing Farm ers to Peasants
These figures irrefutably demonstrate the 

permanent character of the decline of American 
agriculture. They mean that a growing percent
age of American farmers are no longer really 
farmers in the traditional American sense, which 
has meant commercial farm ing—cash crops, the

ability to buy most of what they eat and wear, 
etc. In 1938 Wallace admitted that “ The com
mercial farmers comprise only about f i f ty  per
cent of the farm population but they supply 
about ninety percent of the farm products which 
move to markets.”  The other f i f ty  percent have 
been reduced to peasants, who “ consume ninety 
percent of what they produce and buy only ten 
percent of what they consume.”

The grim meaning of this is indicated by the 
figures of the 1940 census. One out of every five 
farms had a gross annual income of less than 
$250 in 1939; two-thirds of the farms had gross 
annual incomes o f less than $1,000. A fte r six 
years o f the New Deal farm  program, there were 
three times as many farms w ith  an annual in 
come under $250 as in  1929; almost twice as 
many w ith  incomes between $250 and $399; and 
the number of farms bringing their operators 
$600 or less annually increased from  28 per cent 
in 1929 to 47 per cent in  1939. In a word, the 
period o f the New Deal was one of transform
ing more and more farmers into peasants. '

How did this happen? The thing to under
stand is that the heyday of American commer
cial farm ing was due to two basic factors which 
have now disappeared:

1. The European market of 1850-1900. Eng
land’s abolition of the corn laws in  1845 meant 
in effect the abandonment of English agricul
ture and its replacement by American imports. 
The expanding American fron tier became the 
granary of England and of western Europe. The 
debt-ridden and old agricultural lands of Eng
land, Germany and France could not hope to 
compete w ith  the fresh homesteads of America. 
English and other European capital and ma
chinery were imported to industralize America, 
and were paid fo r by agricultural exports: Thus 
the American farmer in  effect financed the 
rise of monopoly capital.

Just as the new lands of America had pushed 
aside European agriculture, so, in the 1880’s and 
1890’s, the opening of new grasslands to grains 
and meatstuffs in Canada, Australia, Argentina,

India, Russia, began to push aside the American 
farmer. In addition to these new competitors, 
there began in Europe import restrictions on 
American meats, as the European nations, pre
pairing fo r the next war, began to bolster home 
agriculture. The American farmer lost his su
premacy in the world market.

The Loss o f M arkets
2. The expanding home market of 1900-1920.

A t this point, however, the American home mar
ket took up the slack. For this was the point 
at which, having laid the foundations w ith  cap
ita l borrowed from Europe, American industry 
began its speediest period of expansion. I t  was 
the great period of immigration. Whereas earlier 
immigration had been to the lands opening in 
the West, now i t  was immigration which filled  
the American cities. I t  was in th is constantly 
expanding city population that, from 1900-1915, 
American agriculture found its market. The war 
and postwar years until 1920 were likewise 
profitable.

Then, a fter 1920, came the collapse which 
never ceased. Immigration was ended, and a 
lower birthrate also served to restrict the size 
of the domestic market. Simultaneously the use 
of machinery and better farm ing and livestock 
technique sharply increased the output. In  agri
culture, as in industry, increased productivity 
meant disaster fo r the masses of producers. 
America’s emergence as the chief creditor - na
tion meant permanent collapse fo r American 
agriculture. Nothing that Roosevelt would or 
could do served to change this. The only long
time “ solution”  he offered the impoverished 
farmer was government help in learning how to 
run h is 'fa rm  as a subsistence homestead; i. e., 
how to live as a peasant almost entirely outside 
of and divorced from the benefits of modern 
technology.

(This is the th ird  of a series o f articles on 
Roosevelt’s role. The fourth w ill appear next 
week.)

From the Frying Pan Into the Fire
“ And the tears flowed like wine”  down many a brown

skinned cheek during the recent emotional outbursts following 
the death of ex-president Roosevelt, the “ great friend of the 
colored people.”  And this was immediately followed by a period 
of hysterical anxiety characterized by the unanimous query:

ently ignored in his official utter
ances and in  his Democratic Party 
platforms. The ONLY major ad
vance of the Negro masses under 
his regime was the FEPC—and 
that was only granted in a fran
tic move to avert a March of 
100,000 Negroes on Washington. 
That was “ our friend”  Roosevelt.

According to all indications the 
forces of JIM  CROWISM, white 
supremacy and second-class c iti
zenship fo r the Negro w ill be 
greatly strengthened under “ lib 
eral”  President Truman. His home 
is the state of Missouri where 
colored farmers were recently 
driven o ff their land. Both his 
parents were pro-slavery. His 
close associates in the Senate and 
now in the presidency are anti- 
Negro and anti-labor reactiona
ries such as the South Carolinian, 
James F. Byrnes, who threatened 
to filibuster the anti-lynching b ill 
“ until the year 2000 i f  necessary.”  

Although he has denied mem
bership in the Ku Klux Klan, M i
chael Carter, who interviewed him 
fo r the A p ril 21 Afro-American, 
states that he would be “ at home 
on a cotton planter’s veranda 
where the colored people. . . bow 
and scrape.”  When queried about 
the lack of a forceful plank on 
racial equality in the party p lat
form  he retorted, “ Why shouldn’t  
we conciliate the South?”

When asked by a Chicago De
fender reporter on A p ril 21 whe
ther he approved of a “ m ilitant 
program to fig h t race discrimina
tion,”  he replied “ I  wouldn’t  use 
the word ‘m ilitant.’ ”

The Nation of A p ril 21, 1945 
quotes a 1940 speech before the 
National Colored Democratic As
sociation. “ Before I  go farther,”  
said Truman, “ I  wish to make 
i t  clear that I  am not appealing 
fo r social equality fo r the Negro. 
The Negro himself knows better 
than that, and the highest types 
of Negro leaders (i. e. Uncle 
Toms), say frankly they prefer 
the society of their own people.”  

The plainest handwriting on the 
wall, however, is the fact that the 
Hearst press and other organs of 
the most rabid anti-labor and anti- 
Negro forces in America have 
taken Mr. Truman to their breast 
and acclaimed him as “ one of 
their own.”

Regardless o f the half-hearted 
apologies o f those Negro spokes
men who are tied by opportunist 
apron-strings to that very system 
of capitalist exploitation which 
makes JIM  CROWISM profitable, 
we may expect to see increasing 
blows of oppression dealt against 
the Negro m inority in the coming 
period.



SATURDAY, MAY 12, 1945 T H E  M I L I T A N T PAGE FIVE

How Hitler Regime Came To Power
By Joseph Hansen <?r

The German working class was the strongest and best or
ganized in Europe outside the Soviet Union when the 1929 
depression paralyzed Germany, and H itle r’s organization be
gan to attract members in large numbers. The workers of Ger
many who had signified in elections and otherwise’ that they 
were prepared to end capitalism and institute socialism num
bered more than 16 million. They awaifed only the signal from 
their leaders. United against H itler these workers and their 
friends could have crushed Nazism like ap egg shell.

But they were divided into two 
political parties and the leaders
o f both parties were opposed to 
m ilitan t struggle. The Social Dem
ocratic party called on those capi
talists who claimed to believe in 
democracy to lead the figh t 
against H itler. Meanwhile they 
refused to figh t fo r socialism. 
Rather than launch such a figh t 
they chose to support the most 
“ democratic”  and “ progressive” 
capitalists. They invented a theory 
to explain their action and gave 
i t  the name of .supporting the 
“ lesser evil.”

The other party in Germany, 
the Communist party, was domi
nated by Stalin. Despite its fo l
lowing of millions of revolutionary 
workers this party too avoided 
m ilitant struggle. Stalin even de
veloped a “ theory”  to cover up his 
lack of action against H itler. In 
stead o f try ing  to unite with the 
Social Democrats in fighting H it
le r’s gangs, Stalin called the So
cial Democrats the “ main enemy.” 
The Social Democrats and the 
Nazis, he proclaimed, “ are not 
antipodes, but twins.”  He gave 
this notorious theory the name, 
“ social-fascism.”

SOUNDED ALARM
The followers of Trotsky were 

the only ones to sound the real 
alarm when H itler began gather
ing flocks of adherents from the 
ruined middle class. The Trotsky
ists were few in numbers, but 
they were valiant. Against cruel 
persecution from all sides they 
did their best to point out the 
danger.^ They urged the Social 
Democrats and the Communists to 
constitute a united front against 
H itler. They urged the organiza
tion of defense guards to combat 
H itle r’s thugs.

Trotsky had been exiled from 
the Soviet Union by Stalin. Hound
ed by reaction from every side, 
in i l l  health, w ithout funds, iso
lated save fo r his small band of 
devoted co-thinkers, the great re
volutionary leader nevertheless 
exhausted every means to warn 
the world working class of the 
mounting danger in Germany.

Despite persecution from  Sta
linists, Social Democrats and 
Nazis, the German Trotskyists got 
out their paper, printing and 
distributing i t  at great personal 
sacrifice. They knew i t  was a life  
and death struggle. On December 
8, 1931, Trotsky addressed the 
vanguard of the German workers:

“ Worker-Communists, you are 
hundreds of thousands, millions; 
you cannot leave fo r any place; 
there are not enough passports fo r 
you. Should fascism come to 
power i t  w ill ride over your skulls 
and spines like a te rrific  tank. 
Your salvation lies in a merciless 
struggle. And only a fighting 
unity w ith the social democratic 
workers can bring victory. Make 
haste, worker-Communists, you 
have very litt le  time le ft!”

But all the pamphlets, leaflets, 
papers and meetings of the Trot
skyists went unheeded. The lead
ers of the Social Democrat and 
Communist parties hooted at 
Trotsky in the ir press and tried 
to drown his warnings and ap-

Soviet Union
The Socialist Courier, organ of 

the Abramovitch group of the 
Russian Mensheviks, prints the 
following information concerning 
the Russian Communists who were 
“ purged”  during the period fo l
lowing the Moscow Trials, that 
is, after 1936.

This news dates back to the 
summer of 1941 on the eve of the 
Soviet-German war. The number 
of Communists held in prisons, 
concentration camps and exile in 
this period ran to several hun
dreds of thousands. A special p ri
son was built somewhere in the 
desert region of Yakutsk; the 
most prominent individuals were 
incarcerated there. No news has 
been heard from this prison for 
not one of the prisoners has been 
freed. Correspondence is forbid
den. A ll that is known is that sev
eral hundreds of the “ Old Guard,”  
among them all the former mem
bers of the Central Committee 
who were not executed, have been 
sent there. Among the names 
mentioned are Bubnov, Rudzutak, 
Eikhe and many others.

peals in an avalanche of slander. 
Members who called attention to 
Trotsky’s warnings were prompt
ly visited with disciplinary action.

HOLLOW BOASTS
Remmele, one of the three top 

leaders of the Communist Party, 
boasted in the Reichstag, “ We arc 
not afraid of the fascist gentle
men. They w ill shoot their bolt 
quicker than any other govern
ment.’’ Heilmann, a leading 
spokesman of the Social Demo
crats, could proclaim as late as 
January 1933, “ The time when 
fascism was a deadly danger for 
the proletariat and freedom has 
passed away.”

Trotsky again and again de
clared that not only the fate of the 
German worker« was involved, 
but the fate of all Europe. I f  H it
ler gained power then the Soviet 
Union faced m ilita ry attack and a 
Second, World War fa r more de
structive than the firs t war would 
soon break out. Trotsky called 
fo r the workers to take power 
in Germany before i t  was too late.

On January 30, 1933, Hinden- 
burg, whom the Social' Democrat 
leaders had supported as a “ les
ser evil”  than H itler, turned the 
power over to Hitler. Misled and 
confused, abandoned by their lead
ers, the German workers were 
crushed and butchered, their 
mighty trade unions and other 
organizations smashed. The Trot
skyists did not escape the blood
letting. Like the workers they 
had tried to warn, they became 
victims of the Gestapo.

To the very end the Trotskyists 
stuck by their posts. A last minute 
ra lly  by the workers was not ex
cluded. Even in the hour of H it
ler’s assumption of power, as the 
M ilitan t of the spring of 1933 rec
ords, the Trotskyists tried to rally 
the German workers, to estab
lish a united front against H itler. 
Their call to action was lost in 
the fr igh tfu l debacle.

B ird s  o f a  Feather a t M un ich

British and French imperialism gave the green ligh t to H itle r at the Munich Conference in 
1938, when this photograph was taken. Le ft to righ t: Neville Chamberlain, then British Prime 
Minister; Edouard Daladier, then Premier of France; Adolph H itle r and Mussolini. (AP Photo).

Friends A nd Admirers 
O f Fascist Dictators

The friends of fascism were never the workers of the world, 
but always the capitalist class and their statesmen who saw in 
fascism the fina l weapon to wield against the workers. During 
the period of the Stalin-H itler pact, the Stalinist bureaucrats 
also joined the chorus of friends of fascism. We quote below 
some of the opinions expressed by these enemies of the working 
class before imperialist rivalries precipitated the Second World 
War.

W I N S T O N  CHURCHILL, 
Prime Minister of Great Brita in:

“ I  could not help being charm
ed as so many others have been 
by Signor Mussolini’s gentle and 
simple bearing and by his calm, 
detached poise, despite so many 
burdens and dangers . . .  I f  I  had 
been an Ita lian I  am sure that I 
should have been wholeheartedly 
w ith  (you (the fascists) from start 
to finish in your triumphant 
struggle against the bestial appe
tites and passions of Leninism.

“ I w ill say a word on the in 
ternational aspect of fascism. Ex
ternally your movement has rend
ered a service to the whole world.

“ She (Ita ly ) has provided the 
necessary antidote to the Rus
sian poison. Hereafter, no great 
nation w ill be . unprovided with 
the ultimate means of protection 
against cancerous growth.”

(Jan. 21, 1927, 
after visiting Ita ly ).

“ I  have always said that if  
Great Brita in were defeated in 
war I  hoped we should find a H it
ler to lead us back to our r ig h t
fu l position among the nations.”  

(Speech, Nov. 11, 1938). 
* * *

Isvestia, official organ of the 
Stalin Government in the Soviet 
Union:

“ One may respect or hate H it
lerism, just as any other system

Austria
On the heels of the victories o f 

the Red Army, Stalin has impos
ed one of his puppet governments 
on Austria. The long socialist 
and revolutionary traditions of 
the Austrian working class dic
tated a “ le ftis t”  composition fo r 
the new provisional government. 
The cabinet is composed of four 
Social Democrats, three Stalin
ists, four Catholics and two non- 
party ministers.

’the new chancellor Karl Ren
ner is an old Social-Democratic 
scoundrel notorious fo r his be
trayals of the Austrian workers. 
Renner was Chancellor once be
fore between 1918-1920. A t that 
time he performed yeoman serv
ice fo r the Versailles victors of 
World War I  in preventing the 
Austrian working class from  es
tablishing a Soviet government. 
The course of Renner and the 
Social-Democracy led straight to 
the victory of the clerical fascism 
of Dollfuss and Schussnigg and 
ultimately to the triumph of H it
ler.

Renner and his colleagues 
fought the Socialist Revolution in 
Austria after the last war with 
the help of the victorious imper
ialist powers. Today he fights i t  
again with the help of Stalin who 
has promised his “ democratic”  al
lies not to “ alter the social sys
tem of Austria.”  I t  is ironical to 
see how the Social-Democrats, 
who fo r 'years have raised such 
a hue and cry about Stalinist to
talitarianism and deliberately 
identified i t  w ith revolutionary

Communism, now adapt themsel
ves with such ease to the self
same Stalinist totalitarianism in 
order to preserve the capitalist 
system.

The new regime is being held 
in an iron grip by its Stalinist 
masters. The Austrian people 
have been warned that they bear 
a “ heavy responsibility”  fo r hav-. 
ing participated in the war 
against the Allies. Moscow re
serves the righ t fo r itself to judg i 
when Austria w ill be “ f it”  fo r in
dependence.

The refusal of the State De
partment in Washington and the 
Foreign Office in  London to re
cognize the new regime has no 
bearing whatever on the un-dem- 
ocratic character of the new re
gime. A few years ago the State 
Department was grooming Otto of 
Hapsburg for the role of heading 
the Austrian government. The 
main question now for the states
men of the “ Big Three”  in their 
game of power politics is: whose 
puppet w ill rule?

France
Results of the municipal elec

tions in France m irror the deep
going process of radicalization at 
work among the masses. Out of 
a total electorate of 24,000,000, 
ballots were cast by at least 80 
percent of the voters. Returns 
from 700 o f the biggest municipal
ities showed that the Stalinist 
(Communist) Party had polled at 
least 25 per cent of all votes cast. 
In  1935, a t the time of the last

of political views. This is a mat
ter of taste. But to undertake war 
fo r ‘annihilation of H itlerism ’ 
means to commit criminal fo lly  
in politics.”

(Oct. 9, 1939). 
♦ * *

JOSEPH STALIN, in a mes
sage to Von Ribbentrop:

“ The friendship of the peoples

of Germany and the Soviet Union, 
cemented in blood, has all 
grounds to be prolonged and 
stable.”

(Dec. 26, 1939).
*  *  *

CHARLES EVANS HUGHES, 
then U. S. Secretary of State:

“ I take pleasure in felicitating 
you (Mussolini) upon the confid
ence reposed in  you by his Ma
jesty the King. I  shall be glad 
to cooperate with you in preserv
ing the cordial relations existing 
between Ita ly and the United 
States.”

(Nov. 4, 1932).

American Big Business A ided  
Ruling Class In Nazi Germany

municipal elections, the Stalinists 
received less than one percent 
of the total vote. I t  is now report
ed that they have won substan
tia l control of the c ity govern
ments in Marseilles, Lyon, Lille, 
Bordeaux. In  Paris the Stalinist 
party won 37 out o f 90 seats in 
the Municipal council. The “ Red 
Belt”—the working class suburbs 
surrounding Paris — voted solid
ly  fo r the Stalinists.
Stalinist victories were gained at 

the expense of the Socialists who 
in turn gained at the expense of 
the capitalist “ Radical Socialist”  
Party. The Right Wing were the 
heavy losers. The N. Y. Times 
reports: “ The Paris Bourse slump
ed heavily today in response to 
the elections and many opera
tors unloaded. Banks and indus
tria ls menaced by action against 
‘trusts’ lost many points.”

Women turned out in 'the elec
tion in record numbers, 2,000,000 
more women voting than men. The 
votes of the women went largely 
to the Stalinists as a protest 
against the failure of the de 
Gaulle government- to alleviate 
the famine conditions prevalent 
in France. While continuing their 
support o f de Gaulle the Stalinists 
made considerable use of radical 
slogans in the election campaign. 
They declared that the results 
showed that the people were in 
favor of a “ struggle against the 
trusts, a purge of collaboration
ists, death fo r Petain, the nation
alization o f industry and credit 
and structural reform generally.”

The direct material aid of 
American monopoly capitalism 
made H itle r’s rise to power pos
sible and helped sustain the 
Nazi regime through twelve 
years of horror.

In 1933, the year of H itle r’s 
seizure of power, American cap
ita l investment in Germany was 
five billion dollars. W ithout this 
prop, German capitalism, whose 
bulwark was the Nazi regime, 
could not have survived the f in 
ancial and political crises of the 
’30’s. In the next six years, while 
H itle r was consolidating the rule 
of German finance capital through 
the Nazi regime, American invest
ments in Germany increased by 
three billions more!

Among the leading American 
corporations which own or hold 
large interests in  Germany are 
Standard Oil, General Motors, 
Ford Motor Company, Anaconda 
Copper, General Electric, Inter
national Telephone and Telegraph, 
U. S. Rubber, International Busi
ness Machines, International Har
vester, and E. I. du Pont de Ne
mours.

Standard Oil designed and su
pervised the construction of Ger
many’s synthetic gasoline and 
high-octane aviation gas plants, 
essential fo r war. When Nazi and 
Ita lian fascist airlines, prior to 
American entry into the war, could 
not secure fuel in South America, 
Standard Oil’s Brazilian subsi
diary supplied gasoline.

CARTEL CONSPIRACIES
Aid to fascist Germany did not 

cease with American entry into 
the war. Information of great 
m ilita ry value was s till sent to 
the Nazis by American monopol
ists in conformity w ith their car
tel agreements w ith  German 
firms.

General Electric’s. Carboloy 
Company, fo r instance, supplied 
the German munitions firm , 
Krupp, w ith a complete lis t of 
the sources and amounts of royal
ties paid by firm s licensed to 
produce tungsten carbide, a vita l 
war material. Thus the Nazis were 
informed of the number and loca
tion of plants producing tungsten 
carbide, and the exact quantities 
used!

One of the most startling exam
ples of how American corporations 
gave m ilita ry information to the 
Nazis was revealed by the /New 
York newspaper PM, A p ril 5, 
1942:

“ In  one American company . . . 
investigators have found a patent 
license fo r making steam turbine 
engines (used by the Navy) w ith

an agreement by the American 
company to furnish the German 
licensor with ‘duplicates of all 
correspondence with the United 
States Navy as well as drawings 
worked out by the former.’ ”

While supplying the Nazis with 
information on American produc
tion of war equipment, the mono
polies directly curtailed United 
States production in  order to 
maintain their cartel agreements 
with German industry.

The primary method of restrict
ing production is to exclude any 
independent companies from  en
tering the fie ld or to lim it the 
quantity which they may produce.

Both device« were used by the 
Aluminum Company of America, 
ALCOA, to restrict production of 
magnesium, essential fo r war, to 
qne-twentieth of German produc
tion. ALCOA’s agreement with 
I. G. Farben of Germany provided 
that only one American company, 
Dow Chemical, could produce 
magnesium and that i t  could sell 
the metal only to companies de
signated by ALCOA.

Even more glaring is the exam
ple of curtailment of tetracene 
production. Tetracene is the best, 
most easily produced chemical 
agent fo r ammuntion priming. 
Patents on i t  are jo in tly owned 
by Remington Arms, a du Pont 
subsidiary, and I. G. Farben. Ac
cording to their agreement, Re
mington could not license the 
United States and British gov
ernments to produce tetracene. 
Nor could Remington nor any 
company licensed by i t  produce 
tetracene to be used fo r war pur
poses by the American govern
ment or in ammunition sold to 
Great Britain.

American industrialists even 
dismantled plants to maintain 
cartel agreements fo r curtailing 
production. A t the behest of I. G. 
Farben, an acetylene plant in 
Baton Rouge was completely de
molished in accordance w ith  an 
agreement signed by Standard 
Oil on December 1, 1939—after 
the outbreak of war. The Standard 
Oil officials tried to cover up by 
pre-dating the agreement back to 
August 31, 1939, the day before 
war was declared.

These and other exposures of 
American Big-Business aid to H it
ler are discussed extensively in 
“ America’s Sixty Families and 
the Nazis,”  written by A r t Preis 
and firs t published in the June, 
1942 issue of Fourth International. 
Copies of this issue of Fourth In 
ternational can be obtained fo r 
25 cents by w riting  to Business 
Manager, 116 University Place, 
N. Y .3 .N .Y .

Armed Partisans 
Finish Fascists 
In North Italy

The powerful armed forces 
of workingclass partisans evi
dently continue to maintain 
control over the political life of 
Northern Italy. The impact of 
the great uprising that brought 
the German army to heel and 
wiped out Mussolini and his 
fascist henchmen in rapid or
der is still r e v e r b e r a t i n g  
throughout Italy. The Bonomi 
cabinet is trembling in another 
grave crisis.
PURGE OF FASCISTS

The purge of fascists is being 
carried forward in a thoroughgo
ing manner. W ith the experience 
of the procrastinating tribunals 
run by the government and Stal
inists in Southern Ita ly ' before 
them, the Partisans in Northern 
Ita ly  proceeded to settle accounts 
w ith Mussolini's gangsters in 
their own effective and direct 
manner. Reports given by offi
cials o f the Ita lian Socialist 
Party state that some 1,500 Fas
cists have been executed in Milan 
and immediate vicinity. In Turin, 
according to a N. Y. Times re
porter, between 1,000 and 3,000 
fascists have been shot in houses 
or on the streets.

The Allied M ilita ry  authorities 
and their agents in the National 
Liberation Committee are appar
ently handling the question of 
disarming the Partisans very 
gingerly. Up to this time no gen
eral plan has been made public 
fo r the dissolution- o f the Parti
sans. I t  is readily admitted that 
a mass surrender of weapons 
such as took place in Bologna is 
out of the question. A warning 
broadcast by General Mark Clark 
to the Partisans to cease inter
ference w ith the surrender of 
German troops is an indication 
that the Allies are seeking prov
ocations fo r disarming the woi-k- 
ers.

SHOOT AT PRINCE
Prince Humbert, regent of the 

House of Savoy, was made aware- 
in no uncertain terms of how he 
had misjudged the temper of the 
Milanese workers. Planning a 
triumphal entry into the city he 
ducked out a day after his arrival 
w’hen the villa where he was 
staying was riddled w ith 200 
rounds of ligh t machine-gun fire. 
The next day anti-monarchist 
placards appeared on the walls 
all over the city. On May Day 
the workers of Milan shouted 
slogans calling for the overthrow 
of the monarchy and of the Bon
omi regime.

The purge is also reaching into 
the ranks of the Ita lian capital
ist class, the foundation of the 
defunct fascist regime. The -North 
Ita lian Committee of Liberation 
has issued warrants fo r the ar
rest of Signor Donegani, ruler of 
the chemical industry, Signor P i
relli, rubber- magnate and Signor 
Marinelli, head of the Snia Vis
cose (rayon trust).

“ PLANT COMMISSARS”
In  the great F iat plant in Tur

in, the fascist managers of the 
plant have been removed and in 
their place the National Libera
tion Committee appointed three 
o f its own representatives who 
are known as “ commissars of the 
plant.”  “ Untangling of the politi
cal aspect of the F iat and related 
cases,”  writes the N. Y. Times 
correspondent, “ is likely to pose 
new and most touchy problems 
fo r Allied and Italian government 
economic and legal experts.”

TROTSKY WAS FIRST  
TO WARN OF NAZISM

The course of events in Europe have given terrible confirma
tion to Trotsky’s repeated warnings of the dangers of fascism. 
Before H itle r came to power, the statesmen of, the capitalist 
" democracies”  viewed the rise of fascism with sympathy, while 
the heads of the Social-Democratic and Stalinist organisations 
retreated without fighting before the onslaught o f the Na%i 
gangs. Trotsky on the other hand sounded the alarm from the 
very beginning. Here is one of his firs t warnings in  1931:

“ The decisive hour is very close. . . . The coming into power of 
the German ‘National Socialists’ would mean above all the exter
mination of the flower of the German proletariat, the disruption of 
its organizations, the extirpation of its belief in itse lf and in its 
future. Considering the fa r greater m aturity and acuteness of the 
social contradictions in Germany, the hellish work of Ita lian 
Fascism would probably appear as a pale and almost humane experi
ment in comparison w ith  the work of the German National Social
ists. . . . The struggle of the proletariat, taken unawares, disorien
tated, disappointed and betrayed by its own leadership, against the 
Fascist regime would be transformed into a series of fr ig h tfu l bloody 
and fu tile  convulsions. . . .

“ I t  goes without saying, that some day triumphant Fascism 
w ill fa ll as a victim to the objective contradictions and to its  own 
inadequacy. But fo r the immediate, perceptible future, fo r the next 
ten to twenty years, a victory of Fascism in Germany would mean 
a suspension in the development of revolutionary progress, collapse 
of the Comintern and the triumph of world imperialism in its most 
heinous and bloodthirsty forms.”  (Germany—The Key to the Inter
national Situation. 1931.)

Even before H itle r came to power Trotsky warned he would 
attack the Soviet Union: .

“ A victory of Fascism in Germany would signify the inevitable 
war against the USSR. . . . Once H itle r comes into power and pro
ceeds to crush the vanguard of the German workers, pulverizing 
and demoralizing the whole proletariat for many years to come, the 
Fascist government alone w ill be the only government capable of 
waging war against the USSR. Naturally, i t  w ill act under such 
circumstances in  a common fron t w ith Poland and Rumania, w ith 
the other border states as well as with Japan in the Far East.”  
(Germany—The Key to the International Situation. 1931.)

As H itle r moved toward power, Trotsky, the founder of the 
Red Army, made a dramatic appeal to the Soviet Government to 
in itiate a m ilitant defense:

“ In my opinion this is how the Soviet government OUGHT to 
act in case of a Fascist coup in Germany. Upon receiving the tele
graphic communication of this event I  would, in their place, sign 
an order fo r the mobilization of the army reserves. When you have 
a mortal enemy before you, and when war -flows w ith  necessity 
from  the logic of the objective situation, i t  would be unpardonable 
lightmindedness to give that enemy time to establish and fo rt ify  
himself, conclude the necessary alliances, receive the necessary help, 
work out a plan of concentric m ilita ry  actions—not only from the 
west but from  the east—and thus grow up to the dimensions of a 
colossal danger.”  (Ai-ticle in Liberty, July 16, 1932.)

W arn o f W ar and Attack on USSR
After H itle r took power, many people thought he would not last 

long. Trotsky saw instead that H itle r was the harbinger of another 
world war:

“ Simply to say that H itle r is a demagogue, an hysterical person 
and an actor is to shut one’s eyes so as not to face the danger! I t  
takes more than hysteria to seize power, and method there must be 
in  the Nazi madness. Woe to those who do not awaken to this fact 
in, time! The leaders of German working class organizations re
fused to take H itle r seriously: considering his program as a reac
tionary and Utopian one they proved incapable of estimating its 
force of action. Today, as a result of their ghastly mistake, their 
organizations have been shattered to bits. The same error might be 
repeated in the field of world politics.”  (What H itle r Wants. 1933.)

In face of the hope that Mussolini m ight become involved in 
conflict w ith H itler, Trotsky pointed to the reality. H itler, Trotsky 
said, was seeking allies.

“ H itle r is counting upon the support of Ita ly  and, w ithin cer
tain lim its, this is assured him, not so much because their internal 
governments are similar—the purely German Third Reich is, as is 
known, a frankly Latin plagiarism—as because of the parallelism 
in  many of their foreign aspirations. But w ith the Ita lian crutch 
alone, German imperialism w ill not rise to its feet. Only under the 
condition of support from  England can Fascist Germany gain the 
necessary freedom of movement.”  (What H itle r Wants. 1933.)

Chamberlain, as the world knows, later appeased H itle r at 
Munich, thus fu lfillin g  Trotsky’s prediction. But looking s till fu r
ther ahead, Trotsky foresaw a temporary pact between Stalin and 
H itle r:

“ H itle r is preparing fo r war. His policy in the domain of eco
nomics is dictated prim arily by concern over the maximum oconomic 
independence of Germany in case of war. To the aims of m ilita ry 
preparation must also be subordinated the service of obligatory 
labor. But the very character of these measures indicates that i t  is 
not a question of tomorrow. An attack upon the West in the more 
or less immediate future could be carried out only on condition of 
a m ilita ry alliance between Fascist Germany and the Soviets.”  (What 
H itle r Wants. 1933.)

While H itle r deluded the Allied statesmen w ith  gestures over 
disarmament, Trotsky again and again warned that the main line 
of H itle r’s policy was directed toward war and attack of the Soviet 
Union:

Above we reproduce headlines of The M ilitant for Feb. 13, 1933. and A p ril 1, 1933, which during 
that critical period was published three times a week. The M ilitan t called upon the workers fo r 
united defense against the Nazis and warned the workers of the danger to their organizations and 
to the Soviet Union i f  H itlerism  were allowed to triumph in  Germany.

“ The M il ita n t ”  F o u g h t Nazism  fro m  the S ta rt
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Capitalist System Is Responsible For A trocities, 
Declares A lbert Goldman In Address On M ay Day

The following is part' of the speech delivered by Comrade1' 
Albert Goldman at the Ad ay Day Rally of the New York 
local of the Socialist Workers Party held at Webster H a ll on 
Tuesday evening, M ay 1, 1945.

By A lbert Goldman
Not only are the German masses compelled to witness the 

almost complete destruction of the industries of their country; not 
only must they view the foreign conqueror take possession of what 
is le ft of their native land; not only must they think of the possibility 
o f slavery to Stalin and the imperialists; they must also be com
pelled to listen to one of the greatest slanders of the modern age 
against a whole people. They are compelled to listen to the dastardly 
charge that the German masses are equally responsible with the 
Nazis fo r the terrible atrocities committed by the beasts who 
followed the orders of H itler.

The workers of Germany who once voted solidly against H itler, 
who were w illing to fight him to the death i f  only their parties had 
led them to the barricades, must gnash their teeth in silent rage 
when they are held responsible fo r the terrible Nazi cruelties.

Who is responsible fo r this dastardly accusation against the 
German people? Stalin and the leaders of American and British im
perialism, who knew all about the atrocities committed in the con
centration camps before the war but who remained silent “ fo r 
reasons of state.”  Before the war there were only Jews and political 
prisoners in  the concentration camps and they thought Jews and 
political prisoners were not worth bothering about. So the rulers 
of these powerful countries kept silence and by their silence aided 
and abetted the crimes of the Nazis.

Stalin and the leaders of American and British imperialism 
refused to give asylum to the Jews and political prisoners subjected 
to inhuman torture. And now the hypocrites weep crocodile tears 
at the sight of human wrecks who could have been saved had there 
been a w ill to do so.

And why is the fact that a great number of the prisoners of 
Buchenwald, of Flossenburg, o f Belsen and other concentration 
camps are GERMAN political prisoners practically concealed from 
the readers of the Press? The average reader gets the impression 
that only Allied war prisoners have been tortured and poisoned and 
burned by the Nazi beasts.

There Are Two D iffe re n t Germanics
Before there were prisoners of war there were German political 

prisoners, tens of thousands of them. Stalin and the imperialists 
gloss over this fact. Why? Because they are not interested in 
showing that there are two Germanies—the Germany of the Nazis 
and their capitalist supporters and tiie  Germany of those who 
fought against the Nazis, the men and women who suffered agonies 
in  that fight.

Stalin and the imperialists are not interested in giving the truth  
because they want to win the support of the masses of their coun
tries fo r their infamous schemes o f enslaving the German masses 
and suppressing any possible workers’ revolution. That is why they 
spread the lie that the German masses are responsible fo r the
atrocities committed by the Nazis.

*  *  *

Who is responsible fo r the crimes of the Nazis—the German 
workers who fought against them or the French and British and 
American capitalists who supported Hitler?

Can any one show where the German people were asked to 
vote whether the atrocities should be committed? Can any one show 
that the German people had an opportunity freely to decide that 
the Jews, German political prisoners, and prisoners of war should 
be tortured? Can any one show that the German workers had the 
rig h t to organize protests against the atrocities and failed to do so?

In what way then are the German workers responsible? By 
their failure to revolt against H itler? W ill the slanderers of the 
German people show us how i t  is possible fo r workers whose parties 
betrayed them, whose leaders were executed or exiled, who were 
subjected to the inhuman terror of the Gestapo,—how i t  is possible 
fo r workers under such conditions t-o revolt?

*  *  *

W ho Is Responsible fo r  the Atrocities?
We Trotskyists hold responsible for the atrocities the Nazis 

who planned them and who trained human beings so that they would 
be transformed into beasts capable of perpetrating such crimes. We 
hold the capitalist rulers of Germany who placed the Nazis in 
power responsible for the atrocities. And above all we hold a 
decaying capitalist system that can bring only hatred and starvation 
and death to mankind responsible fo r the atrocities. The hatreds 
engendered in the fierce struggle to eke out a livelihood, in the 
terrible fight of each against all, assume inhuman proportions in

A lb e rt G oldm an a t M a y  D a y  R a lly

Albert Goldman, defendant and attorney in the Minneapolis 
Labor Case, photographed as he spoke at the May Day meeting 
held by the New York local of the Socialist Workers Party, 
Webster Hall, May 1.

this period of the death agony of the capitalist order. A maddened 
group of de-classed individuals is utilized by finance capitalism to 
retain power. A H itler stands forth as the symbol of decay and 
hatred and death. Civilized man witnesses the beginning of the 
transformation of civilized society into totalitarian barbarism.

Let no one believe that only Nazified Gerinans are capable 
of fiendish cruelty. Right here in this counry, even before the class 
struggle has reached a point where the big capitalists must have 
recourse to fascism, there have been a sufficient number of incidents 
that show that there are enough sadists and degenerates who can 
easily be trained to duplicate the deeds of the Nazis.

I have seen fifty  and more m ilitant workers placed, in a cell 
bu ilt to hold five and kept there fo r more than seventy-two hours. 
I  have seen workers who were beaten to a pulp while under arrest. 
I f  the masses1 permit fascism to conquer here i t  w ill find all the 
recruits i t  wants to cause excruciating suffering to men and women 
who struggle fo r a new world.

Can any one seriously believe that there w ill be d ifficulty in 
finding candidates to torture and k ill from among those who take 
delight in lynching Negroes? Did Mussolini find i t  d ifficult to get 
men who were w illing to hurl poison gas at peaceful Ethiopians? 
Did Franco find i t  d ifficult to get Spaniards to bury Spanish work
ers alive? Fiendish cruelty is no monopoly of any people or of any 
race. I t  has always been and w ill always be a characteristic of the 
human being so long as he lives in a class society and is raised 
amidst exploitation, hatred, cruelty and war.

The Germ an Masses W ill Uphold Internationalism
And who, pray, w ill be the ones who w ill suffer punishment 

under the doctrine of the responsibility of the German people fo r 
the crimes of the Nazis? W ill the German capitalists who placed 
H itle r in power, w ill Thyssen and his i lk  be compelled to slave 
under Stalin and the imperialists? No, the German workers who 
fought H itler, w ill be dragged o ff to Siberia and compelled to work 
under the whip of the G.P.U. I t  w ill be the German workers who 
w ill be starved and humiliated in Germany.

For our part we shall never forget the atrocities of the Nazis. 
We shall point to them frequently and say to the American work
ers: look what can happen to you i f  you permit native fascism to 
conquer. We shall say to the Jews: look what w ill happen to you 
i f  you depend upon capitalist democracy in the United States as the 
German Jews placed their fa ith  in the Weimar republic.

Remember that the German masses who once marched proudly 
on May Day did so under the banner of internationalism. They 
wanted freedom for themselves and for all mankind. Wc feel certain 
that soon they w ill once more march under the same banner. They 
w ill show the whole world that in the organized working class of 
Germany there is nothing of the feeling of racial superiority. They 
w ill show that they, together with all other workers, arc struggling 
for a world free from capitalist brutality, for a world of socialist 
brotherhood and freedom fo/r all peoples and all races.

NEW YORK SWP HOLDS 
LARGE MAY DAY RALLY

By Larissa Reed
NEW YORK, May 1.— The largest May Day Rally of the 

Socialist Workers Party in this city since the begihning of the 
war was held on Tuesday night, May 1st at Webster Hall. 
Despite the chilly, rainy night almost 500 people crowded into 
the meeting hall to demonstrate their confidence in the coming 
triumph of the ideas of revolutionary socialism.

The high point of the meetings 
were the speeches by James P.
Cannon and A lbert Goldman who 
made their firs t public appear
ance upon the platform of the So
cialist Workers Party since they 
were railroaded to. prison in De
cember 1943. These Trotskyist 
leaders were greeted by the au
dience with prolonged ovations.

Mav Day, symbolically, was 
also the firs t day of unconditional 
freedom fo r Comrades Cannon 
and Goldman, who have been un
der parole restrictions since their 
release from Sandstone, Minn, 
penitentiary on Jauary 24, 1945.

Chairman of the May Day meet
ing was O. Shoenfeld, another of 
the 18 Minneapolis Labor Case 
prisoners, who was released 
from Danbury prison last Octo
ber. In the midst of rumors of 
the approaching capitalist “ peace” 
in Europe, these three stood as a 
stirring reminder that the Tro t
skyists alone had refused to sup
port the imperialist war, in de
fiance of slanders, persecutions 
and imprisonments.

GOLDMAN’S SPEECH
In his address Comrade Gold

man traced the history of the 
struggles of the world working 
class since May Day was firs t es
tablished in 1890. He explained 
how the cowardly leadership of the 
Second International in 1914 had 
betrayed the confidence of the 
workers and led them to defeats.

“ But not all o f their leaders 
failed them... Lenin and Trotsky 
remained firm — firm  enough so 
that the masses in Russia had a 
party to lead them to victory in 
the October Revolution of 1917.”  
I t  was then “ that the workers 
followed the lessons of May Day, 
and following those lessons 
through to the end achieved pow
er and revitalized May Day — 
gave i t  new meaning. And the 
world over saw that our message 
was not in vain. The fa ith  of the 
masses in socialism was vindi
cated.”

Tracing the degeneration of the 
Soviet Union and the Third In 
ternational under Stalin, Com
rade Goldman explained: “ But
the great revolution fe ll into the 
hands of a bureaucratic clique who 
used i t  to increase their own pow
er and expropriate the masses 
politically. Thus, as we meet 
today, we must realize that the 
masses have been hurled back 
and must begin their climb all 
over again.”

May Day under Stalin, said 
Comrade Goldman, is not the 
same as the traditional working- 
class May Day, fo r Stalin has 
corrupted its meaning. “ But 
there are tens of thousands who

SWP Celebrates May Day In Many Cities
MILW AUKEE, April 29—Com

rade Mike Bartell, organizer of 
the Chicago branch of the Social
is t Workers Party, tonight spoke 
on the history and significance of 
May Day before a large audience 
of Milwaukee workers and stu
dents.

He told of the struggles and 
growth of the Trotskyist move
ment whose program of interna
tional socialism is the essence of 
the sp irit of May Day. The hope 
■of the world working class fo r 
peace and security, Comrade Bar
te ll said, depends upon the defeat 
of the counter - revolutionary 
schemes of the Allies and Stalin.

Comrade Jack O’Connell, or
ganizer of the Milwaukee branch 
of the SWP, was chairman of the 
May Day meeting.

DETROIT, April 29 — Detroit 
friends of the Socialist Workers 
Party tonight celebrated May 
Day a't a yell-attended meeting.

Comrade Jeannette Lane, main 
speaker of the evening, analyzed 
the recent activities of the work
ers of Europe. She exposed the 
reasons fo r the Allied slander 
campaign against the German 
people, pointing out tha t only by 
building a w a ll' of hate around 
the German workers can the A l
lies hope to carry out the dis
memberment of Germany and the 
destruction of its industries.

The audience responded enth
usiastically to Comrade Lane’s 
speech, contributed funds fo r the 
expansion of Trotskyist work, 
and concluded by singing The In 
ternationale.

ALLENTOWN, Pa., May 1 — 
Grace Carlson, only woman 
among the 18 Minneapolis Labor 
Case prisoners, tonight addressed 
a successful May Day meeting 
held by the Allentown branch of 
the Socialist Workers Party.

Comrade Carlson explained the

historical meaning of May Day, 
and pointed out that only the 
Trotskyists had held high the 
banner of international working 
class solidarity during this most 
devastating of all imperialist 
wars.

Comrades f r o m  Reading, 
Quakertown and Bethlehem join
ed with the Allentown branch in 
welcoming Comrade Car'son and 
observing May Day in a revolu
tionary socialist spirit.

SEATTLE, A pril 30 — Forty 
workers who gathered last night 
at the Seattle headquarters o f 
the Socialist Workers Party to 
celebrate May Day, heard as a 
special feature the recording of 
I  eon Trotsky’s speech made on 
the Tenth Anniversary of the 
SWP.

“ Only the 4th International ob
serves May Day in the revolution
ary sp irit which animated the 
firs t May Day in 1886,”  said the 
first speaker, Comrade Roberts. 
“ Only the Trotskyists today dedi
cate May Day to the struggle fo r 
the overthrow of capitalist so
ciety and to the struggle fo r so
cialism.”

“ In every country our move
ment has been the target of re
actionary persecution becaufe of 
our revolutionary intransigence,”  
Comrade Kelly said in the second 
address. “ The 4th International 
has a tested program and tested 
cadres . . . This is why the revol
utionary masses of Europe and 
the entire world w ill join the 
Trotskyist parties and wage vic
torious struggle fo r socialism un
der its banner.”

YOUNGSTOWN, A pril 29 — 
Speaking to over 30 workers at 
a May Day meeting held by the 
Youngstown branch of the Social
ist Workers Party today, V. Grey, 
author o f The M ilitant column 
“ Shop Talks on Socialism,”  gave 
an inspiring account of the his
tory of May Day.

Comrade Grey said that the 
heroic fighters o f the interna
tional working class are honored 
fo r the sacrifices made in' the 
struggle of the oppressed against 
their oppressors; that the brave 
victims of anti-union terror at 
Haymarket Square gave hope and 
courage to the workers of the 
word.

NEWARK, N. J „ April 28 — 
An overflow meeting tonight 
celebrated May Day at the Prog
ressive Workers School in New
ark.

“ On this day the workers of all 
lands demonstrate international 
solidarity,”  declared Comrade 
Sylvia Stein, Educational Direc
tor of the New York Local, SWP. 
“ On this May Day, advanced 
workers in Europe and the col
onies are uniting under the ban
ner of the 4th International, pre
paring the ground for the social
ist victory over imperialism.”

Following the speech of Com
rade Stein, the historic film “ Czar 
to Lenin”  was shown. Its  inspir
ing scenes o f the Russian work
ers seizing power under the lead
ership of Lenin and Trotsky re
enforced the message of Trot
skyism today.

READING, Pa., May 6 — In 
this traditional stronghold- of the 
Socialist Party, a city which has 
a Socialist mayor, only one May 
Day celebration was held. That 
was the meeting sponsored by the 
Trotskyists.

Despite cold, rainy weather, 
leading representatives of key 
unions in Reading joined the So
cialist Worker Party branch in 
observing May Day. Comrade A rt 
Sharon delivered the main ad
dress. The audience joined in 
singing “ Bandiera Rossa”  in 
honor of the workers of Ita ly, 
and copcluded w ith the singing 
c f The Internationale.

are really celebrating May Day 
in jails and concentration camps 
throughout the world who re
member the May Days of old.”  
In conclusion he called upon the 
workers to “ Unite! For victory 
w ill come again in the struggle 
fo r socialism.”

CANNON’S ADDRESS
•Comrade Cannon began by de

claring his satisfaction at again 
participating in a May Day cele
bration, fo r “ May Day of all days 
of the year is dedicated to the 
future and hopes of mankind.”  
Referring to the conference in 
San Francisco, he declared that 
what the victors in this war were 
really preparing there was the 
next capitalist war. He contrast
ed the opulence of the “ Belshaz
zar’s Feast”  in San Francisco 
with the death, disease and des
truction brought upon the to rtu r
ed working peoples • in Europe. 
“ Who are the victors?”  he cried. 
“ And who are the vanquished?”

Comrade Cannon emphasized 
that the real victors in this war 
are the Wall St. money sharks and 
the world working class is the 
vanquished. “ But after the war 
comes the aftermath — when the 
victors and the vanquished might 
change places.”  He showed how 
United States imperialism is 
emerging from this war the mas
ter of the world, but that i t  is 
not as all-powerful as i t  seems 
to superficial observers.

“ U. S. imperialism has a canc
er at its heart!”  This “ Wall 
Street Moloch”  must not only 
wrestle with continuous revolu
tionary convulsions in other coun
tries but i t  must come to grips 
w ith the most dynamic and pow? 
erful labor movement here at 
home. “ The United States *s the 
foundry where the fate of man 
w ill be forged... the great issue 
of our epoch — the issue of fas
cism or Communism — w ill never 
be settled until i t  is settled right 
here in America.”

OUR TRUTH
Comrade Cannon showed how 

the Minneapolis tr ia l was bound 
up with preparations fo r the im 
perialist war. He reminded the 
audience that the 18 Trotskyist 
leaders were sentenced on Dec. 
8, 1941, the very day that war 
was declared. “ The imperialists 
recognized in our party the auth
entic voice o f opposition to their 
imperialist war. But they did not 
succeed in silencing our party. 
And from now on our voice w ill 
be heard louder than ever, fo r 
more people ai'e joining w ith’ us 
to add their voices to ours.

“ Our tru th  is stronger than 
ever today. Therefore join our 
party, build our party and write 
on the banner of the party once 
again what Marx and Engels 
wrote 97 years ago in the Commu
nist Manifesto: “ You have noth
ing to lose but your chains. You 
have a world to win. Workingmen 
of all countries, U N ITE !”

A fte r the opening remarks by 
the Chairman, the meeting paid 
tribute to the Martyrs of the 
Fourth International, headed by 
Leon Trotsky, who have fallen 
on the field of battle fo r the 
working class. As the Socialist 
Workers Party Chorus chanted 
the Workers Funeral March, the 
Chairman read the names of 
those who had been slain by the 
fascists and other agents of re
action during the second World 
W a r..

In the international sp irit of 
the meeting, the audience approv
ed the sending of greetings of 
solidarity to the European Trot
skyists who are today in the fore
front of the fight for socialism. 
A May Day message was also 
sent to Natalia Trotsky. A col
lection of over $200 was taken 
to help the work of the Socialist 
Workers Party. The meeting 
concluded with the singing of 
“ The Internationale.”

I l l  be glad, said Scissorbill Sam (the bosses’ man), “ when 
all these here women are out of the shop. They belong in the 
kitchen, anyhow.”

“ Well, I  don’t  know,”  said Pop after a well-aimed spit of 
coffee juice at the trash box. “ Now I don’t  know. ’Course babies is 
better o ff w ith women takin’ care of ’em. But whether women is 
better o ff that way is a moot question. I ’ve heard te ll there’s an 
awful lot of women fo lk go crazy every year jus t from listenin’ to 
babies cry all day long.”

As a matter of fact ”  said old George, the machinist, “ I  bet 
babies would be just as well o ff w ith men to take care of them as 
women. That is,”  he added hastily, as the fellows started to laugh, 
“ i f  you’re gonna feed them with a bottle. Only reason a man’s not 
handy at that s tu ff is that he works such long hours away from 
home th a t ------  "

“ Hey!”  hollered Breezy. “ W ait a second! I  don’t  care if  I ’m laid 
o ff fo r the whole year. You won’t  see Breezy changing diapers and 
pouring powder down the kid’s back. That’l l  be the day!”

“ I ain’t  try ing  to say who’s the best dydee pinner—man or 
woman. Guess I ’d bet on the woman, myself.”  Pop paused a moment, 
sort of to apologize fo r admitting a point of superiority in women. 
“ But i t  don’t  seem reasonable fo r women to have to do a job that 
some of them go crazy at. And most of them go down h ill somethin’ 
awful after raising three or four babies.”  Pop waited fo r somebody 
to contradict him. But how could anybody?

“ I t  ain’t  only the squallin,’ either. I t ’s the awful mischief they 
get into. That’s what runs a body down tra iling  a fter them when 
they’re anywheres from one to three or four years old. A  woman 
looks pretty old in a few years.”

W H A T  CAN Y O U  D O  A B O U T IT ?
“ Yeah, that’s the way i t  is. But what are you going to do?”  

said Tony glumly.
The way he said i t  he didn’t  bxpect any answer. But Pop was 

wound up pretty well that day.
“ Tell you what I ’d do i f  i t  was me,”  Pop said. “ I ’d use a little  

sense and let women handle little  tykes that were good at it. Women 
that liked it. Maybe have ten o r fifteen youngsters in a real nice 
day nursery like the rich people have. Only do i t  a ll over the country. 
Then a woman would have a litt le  time to bring up her youngsters 
the way she wanted to. Read them bed-time stories and things like 
that—instead of boxing their ears a ll the time.”

“ Aah—put away the pipe,”  Breezy razzed the old man. “ No* 
body can afford that ritzy  line of s tu ff—not i f  they work fo l 
Bethlehem Steel!”

“ Not today they can’t. But i f  i t ’s not too good for the rich, 
said Pop stubbornly, “ i t ’s not too good for the poor.”

May Day Inspires 
European Workers

For the firs t time in over six years the spirit o f May Day 
— kept alive in the hearts of the European workers despite the 
ghastly slaughter and terror of the war and fascism— burst into 
tremendous open mass demonstrations and struggles this May
rirs t.

The workers of Prague led the 
masses of Europe by proclaiming 
a general strike and unleashing 
an armed insurrection against 
the Nazi occupation. In many of 
the main capitals of Europe, 
huge May Day parades and mass 
meetings marked a resurgence of 
working class struggle in the 
wake of the collapse o f the re
gimes in Ita ly  and Germany and 
the imminent end of the imper
ia lis t war in Europe.

STALINIST DOMINATION
The perversion of many of 

these demonstrations in Europe 
and elsewhere in the world into 
nationalist channels, in some 
places even passing in review be
fore the heads of the capitalist 
governments, is prim arily the 
work of the Stalinist misleaders 
who today dominate the labor 
movement in many countries.

In Paris, despite inclement 
weather, over'half a million work
ers marched from the Place de la 
Bastille to the Place de la Nation, 
bearing placards and shouting: 
“ Down with the Trusts”  and 
"Death to the Traitors.”  Some 
of the placards ''denounced the 
high cost of bread and protested 
the rise in the price of gas for 
cooking.

Among the marchers were de
tachments of hollow-cheeked men 
and women just home from death 
camps, dressed in their striped 
prison uniforms with slave num
bers on their sleeves. A t the head 
of one section a gaunt worker 
carried a banner which read: “ I 
come from the Auschwitz camp. 
I am the only survivor of 1,000.”

FRANCE AND ITALY
The Stalinists organized the 

parade and their program over
shadowed the demonstration. To 
divert the wrath o f the masses 
against all the capitalists and 
their agents, the most prominent 
placards read: “ Shoot Petain!”  
and show'ed a miniature gallows 
w ith Petain hanging from  i t  in 
effigy. Despite this e ffo rt to es
tablish one scapegoat among the 
French bourgeoisie, “ there were 
few cheers fo r General Charles 
De Gauie,”  reported the May 2
N. Y. Times.
«/

Over 100,000 people in Rome 
engaged in a May Day demons
tration in the Piazza del Popolo. 
Here too, the Stalinists domin
ated the celebration, but under 
popular pressure were forced to 
demand nationalization of indus
try  and breaking up of the landed 
estates, as w-ell as reorganization 
of the Italian government.

The workers of Milan demons
trated on May Day, shouting 
slogans which demanded the 
overthrow of the monarchy and 
of the Allied puppet government

of Premier Bonomi. The tremend
ous uprising against the fascists 
and Nazis which took place the 
wecf.c before had originally been 
scheduled to begin on May first. 
Thus the day planned for insur
rection became a day of triumph 
over the fascists.

In  Moscow' the Stalin govern
ment transformed its May Day 
celebration into an exhibit o f its 
m ilita ry  might. The speech of 
dictator Stalin W'as an orgy of 
Russian nationalism without the 
remotest connection with the rev
olutionary and internationalist 
traditions of May Day.

GERMAN WORKERS
The workers of Aachen showed 

that the internationalist trad i
tions of May Day s til l live in 
Germany. A  delegation of the 
newly-organized trade unions in 
Aachen demanded of the Allied 
authorities that they be permit
ted to celebrate May Day in the 
traditional manner.

In  Mexico City pubiic trans
portation was stopped between 8 
A. M. and 3 P.M. and all stores 
were ordered closed. Three great 
columns of organized workers 
converged on Constitution Square 
where President Avila Camacho 
reviewed them. According to an 
AP dispatch, union differences 
prevented organization of one 
parade. The Mexican workers 
paid tribute to those executed in 
the 1886 Haymarket frameup in 
Chicago.

Workers in Havana Cuba laid 
down their tools to celebrate May 
Day. Thousands marched to the 
Presidential Palace to cheer Pres
ident Ramon G-rau San Martin 
and labor leaders, who reviewed 
the parade from  the palace bal
cony. The workers presented 114 
demands to the President, accord
ing to the May 2 N. Y. Times.

MINNEAPOLIS, May 1—Max 
Ge-dman, one of the Minneapolis 
Labor Case prisoners released in 
January, tonight addressed the 
Twin Cities May Day Meeting of 
the Socialist Workers Party. Os
car Coover, imprisoned with 
Geldman fo r his m ilitant union
ism and socialist principles, 
chaired the meeting.

“ We honor the victims o f Hay- 
market Square as victims of capi
ta lis t vengeance against revolu
tionary workers,”  Comrade Geld
man declared after reviewing the 
historic struggle o f the Ameri
can workers fo r the 8-hour day. 
“ Soon again, in Europe and Asia 
and all over the w'orld, the red 
fiag  w ill be unfurled and workers 
w ill meet again to celebrate May 
Day.”

A t the conclusion of his ad
dress a collection o f $55 was 
taken, and a message of greeting 
sent to Natalia Trotsky.

By V . Grey
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TRAILBLAZERS REPORT 
ON PITTSBURGH WORK
The M ilitan t Trail-Blazers, Eloise Black and Rudy Rhodes, 

now have a total of 775 subscriptions. Here are two of their 
reports on their work last week in the Pittsburgh area.

“ Since we had to return twice to complete our coverage of 
Coverdale, we had an opportunity to talk to a few of the workers 
who had subscribed the firs t day. 'N atu ra lly we were interested 
to learn what they thought of the paper. Almost without ex
ception we received expressions of approval. One young woman 
told us that her husband had seen The M ilitan t at his mother’s 
house down the street and that he thought it  was a ‘great paper’. 
An older miner remarked that working men should like this 
paper.’

“ Since Coverdale is one of the 
several coal mining centers where 
The M ilitant was widely distrib
uted during the struggles of 
1943, we Were not surprised to 
find several households where i t  
was.quickly recognized. A  num
ber of men recalled The M ilitant 
as the paper that defended their 
strike of that period and told the 
miners’ side of the story. Quite 
frequently wives to whom we 
have introduced The M ilitant have 
taken copies into the house to 
show their husbands, and have 
returned w ith  the remark, ‘My 
husband knows this paper. We’ll 
take a subscription.’

“ Among these miners’ families 
there is an understandable res
entment toward the slanders that 
have been heaped upon them by 
the capitalist press and the press 
of the corrupt labor bureaucrats. 
They are justly proud of their 
m ilitan t tradition and indignant 
at the deliberate campaign of 
their enemies to picture the min
ers as a bunch of uncouth ru f
fians and bums. Over and over 
again we heard remarks to this 
effect. ‘They try  to make people 
think we’re nothing but animals.’ 
—‘Your paper should circulate 
among the rank-and-file of Mur
ray’s and Green’s unions.’—‘The 
miners always put their necks 
out and when they’ve won, these 
labor skates try  to sneak around 
and cash in on our victory.’

MINERS’ WIVES 
“ From our observation the 

miners’ wives are a worthy 
source of pride to the entire 
working class. Against grave 
odds they manage to keep their 
houses spotlessly clean and home
like. Most of the houses are poor
ly  constructed against fly ing  coal 
dust and soot. Their men return 
from  work naturally carrying 
ihore dust on their clothing, and

fighting.’ Another, in fact, sev
eral, remarked: ‘They te ll us
we’re holding up production — 
we’re risking the safety of the 
soldiers. Why don’t  they put the 
blame where it  belongs — on the 
operators and their rotten politi
cians?’ One man w ith two sons 
in the army reiparked bitterly, 
‘They te ll us to remember the 
boys overseas — how could we 
forget? A ll of us have sons risk
ing their lives every minute,’

“ The next day we sought cover 
in one of the huge local housing 
projects in Pittsburgh where we 
could work with a minimum of 
exposure to the weather. Most of 
the 8 or 10 housing projects were 
erected under a program of ‘slum 
clearance’ — yet there are miles 
of smoke-stained ugly-looking 
slums where workers s till dwell, 
and the projects are htore like 
tenements than any we’ve seen 
thus far. Rents are geared to the 
family income, and the number 
of rooms determined by the size 
of the family.

“ Nevertheless, most of the ten
ants are dissatisfied. The build
ings are digty and on the whole 
the atmosphere of these rabbit- 
hutches fo r humans is discourag
ing and dreary. Most of the 
workers have several children, 
and these, in this smoky city and 
in a project where no facilities 
exist fo r their recreation, play 
in the mud and grime o f the h ill
tops where the apartments are 
located. We saw a sad sight the 
ether day —' a mobile merry-go- 
round seating about 10 kids at a 
time — without the music and 
hobby horses that children love, 
and resembling a squirrel cage 
more than anything else — ar
rived at the project. Immediate
ly, hundreds of litt le  tots were 
clamoring fo r a ride. A  pretty 
sad commentary on the emptytheir children play in yards 

where dust ànd d ir t necessarily 
settle on the kids and their cloth
ing.

“ These women have to work 
continually against these condi
tions and yet in one home after 
another we were struck by the 
sparkling linoleums and walls in 
the homelike interiors. The week’s 
washing which we saw on several 
occasions is many times larger 
than that of the city worker. Yet 
the cordiality and friendliness 
emanating from  the people we 
talked to disproves over and over 
again a ll of the deliberate false
hoods tha t have been published 
and spoken against them. They 
are dignified, intelligent and so
ciable people — outstandingly so 
in our experiences.

“ Several men discussed a ques
tion which has been raised every 
time the miners have made a 
move; the welfare of the boys 
overseas. Many of them pointed 
out that sons of theirs now over
seas would not be fooled by the 
slanders of the capitalists and 

- 'the ir politicians against the min
ers. One man told us that his 
son wrote from Africa in 1943. 
‘Go out and stay out ’t i l you win, 
dad.’ And the same boy had just 
Written again from Europe. ‘I ’m 
a ll fo r you this {¡me — keep

lives these workers’ kids enjoy.
“ We certainly were impressed 

through the day with the general 
class consciousness of the work
ers we talked to. Veterans’ 
wives seemed both depressed and 
angry. One such young woman 
with two small babies told us that 
feeding her fam ily on the miserly 
$100 a month army-wives’ allow
ance she receives is almost im
possible — considering the cost 
and scarcity of nutritious foods. 
And this is what one hears con
tinually. The housewives are 
hard pressed here at present due 
to the Pittsburgh ‘meat famine’. 
The servicemen’s wives have no 
illusions that their men w ill re
turn to good jobs at good wages.

"Among the men we talked to, 
most of whom are working in Big 
Steel, there is general dissatis
faction w ith  the union’s pres
ent impotence — a feeling of in
security since lay-offs are in
creasing weekly — and a sort of 
sullen rebelliousness boiling up. 
Not once have we run across a 
worker who so much as hints that 
the war has brought ‘good times 
to Pittsburgh labor. On the 
contrary, the atmosphere of this 
city is one of poverty in the heart 
of one American’s richest indus
tr ia l sections.

15,169 New Readers Of " The Militant" 
As Campaign Soars To 149 Per Cent Mark

M A Y  11, 1935
FRANCE— As world-wide armament budgets reached their highest 

point since 1914 in preparation fo r the Second World War, the 
K iem lih announced on May 2 a “ mutual assistance”  pact w ith 
the Laval government in France. Swinging onto the band
wagon of patriotism, ’the French Stalinists pledged their 
Support to imperialist France. -

“ This Franco-Soviet pact,”  The M ilitan t pointed Out, was 
counterposed to revolutionary struggle against capitalism, and 
“ could serve no other interests than those of the capitalist 
governments.”

Indicating the correctness of The M ilitant’s analysis was 
the boast of the N. Y. Sun: “ mobilization of public opinion, so 
that War, i f  i t  comes, w ill be accepted w ith patriotic resigna
tion, i f  not w ith enthusiasni, is now practically complete . . . 
The last organized propaganda agency against war—the Com
munist (Stalinist) Party—has been silenced on orders from 
Moscow.”

The M ilitan t explained the Marxist position—that m ilita ry 
pacts o f a worker’s government must be subordinated to, not 
substituted for, the continuation of the class struggle in every 
capitalist country. Only working class, and not capitalist gov
ernments, could be depended upon to defend and save the Soviet 
Union from imperialist attack.

TOLEDO—The firs t great strike against the powerful General 
Motors Corporation continued in fu ll force as workers of the 
Toledo Che.vrolet plant voted to reject a “ compromise”  proposal 
W ith almost the entire Chevrolet division of GM tied up and 
sympathy strikes shutting plants in the Ohio cities of Toledo, 
Cleveland, Norwood and Atlanta, the workers closed ranks 
fo r an all-out fight fo r union recognition.

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign D irector

The 13-week M ilitan t Subscription Campaign for 10,000 
new readers is now speeding down the home stretch. B y  the end 
of the tenth week the total new subscriptions obtained by mem
bers and friends of the Socialist Workers Party was 15,169. 
This week’s total was 1,579, the fourth highest weekly total to 
date.

Many sub-getters have written us asking for our estimate 
on the final total. Some of the more optimistic express their own 
hope it w ill reach 20,000— double the quota originally set. To 
reach this total, however, would require extraordinary efforts. 
It would mean raising the weekly average from 1,516 to 1,611 
for the next three weeks— an average increase of 95 a week.

In view of the remarkable achievements of the branches in 
the first ten weeks and knowing how much a little  extra effort 
on the part of each sub-getter can raise the grand total, we be
lieve a goal of 20,000 is not nearly as remote as it  might have 
sounded at the beginning of the campaign. However, this is a 
question for each sub-getter to decide for himself. How about it?

FR O M  T H E  BRANCHES
Mike Warren, national leading Pace- 

Setter, New York; “ I find the last lap in 
this campaign to be extremely tiresome. 
But, like most comrades, the driving force 
behind me is to see whether We can h it 
the bell at 20,000. I t  is heartening, I  think, 
to all of us to watch Comrades after eight 
hours and sometimes 10 hours of work at 
the factory still find time to plug away on 
M ilitan t subs. That to me is an achieve
ment that is going to mark the success 
of this campaign. I  hope to contribute my 
part by getting 1,000 subs.”

Doris, Hilson, Akron) “ We had a 
mobilization yesterday, but because of an 
unscheduled rain we were out only 20 
minutes. In that time five of us sold 12 
subs;—60 percent of those encountered 
bought subs. We are covering a very 
large housing project now. To date we 
have sold 25 subs there and we have con
tacted only a small number of the workers 
who live there. Most of these people work 
at a ircra ft or in rubber.”

Herb Newell, Allentown: “Three of us 
comrades sold 16 subs—two railroad work
ers and the rest steel workers. One ad
ditional sub was sold to a shopmate in 
auto.”

A. Field, Minneapolis: “ I  am enclosing 
223 tr ia l subscriptions. We had wonderful 
success w ith the May Day issue for which 
I  think the number of subs I  am enclosing 
w ill vouch.”

Bob Kingsley, Cleveland: “ Seventy 
subscriptions on the way. Our total is now 
520. We’re posting at the rate o f 100 
subscriptions a week.”

T‘Ma£'gi£'M6Gowan; Toledo: “ Enclosed 
are 28 new tr ia l subs, bringing our total 
up to 516. We’re over the double mark 
*nd headed fo r 300 percent!”

Jerry K irk , Detroit: “The schedule for 
the remaining weeks of the campaign have 
been worked out. We are now shooting for 
2,500 subs. Our Pace-Setters are going to 
town. A ll the comrades have pitched in 
and before the campaign is concluded over 
15 comrades w ill have obtained 50 subs 
or more.”

Inez Cope, Youngstown: “ Enclosed
are 46 new subs. We’ve really gotta step 
now that Cleveland’s gathering speed. 
However, we’re glad to see their progress 
and wish them all the luck in surpassing 
us.”

' Libby Jones, Buffalo: “ We have been 
selling subs lately in a German-American 
neighborhood. The fact that we are op

posed to the current vicious propaganda against the German work
ing people makes many of them listen to us seriously. One old 
woman, as soon as she heard the word ‘Socialist,’ grabbed the paper 
with both hands and her eyes filled with tears. She said, ‘So many of 
us were Socialists in Germany. I t  is so good to see this paper in 
America’.”

K. Karl of Philadelphia: “ Comrade Alma, our Pace-Setter, has 
62 subs. Last Sunday we got eight subs outside of a union meeting 
o f Cramp Shipyard workers. We see Bayonne is waking up, but 
Philadelphia w ill leave i t  fa r behind—you’ll see.”

P, Davidson, Boston: “ We are well above the 100 percent mark 
and hope to reach 150 percent Soon.”

Ruth Haddon, San Francisco: "Our consistent Pace-Setter is 
Joan Wakefield w ith a score of 49 subs to date. The rest of us are 
somewhat behind her, I  am almost sure she w ill be our Pace-Setter 
fo r the area a t the end of the campaign. This is really a fine piece 
of work since she is a waitress and has been hampered in sub
getting on account of a ll sorts o f irregular hours of work.”

Gene Jimenez, Los Angeles: “ Thought I  would let you know how 
the Los Angeles Trotskyist Youth Group (S.Y.C.) is helping the 
sub campaign. In about a total of 40 hours, seven of our members 
have sold a total of 200 subs. Our Pace-Setter is Leo Lussetti with 
96 subs. For the next sub campaign we would like a quota given 
to us.”

Howard Mason of Detroit re
ports the following gra tify ing ex
perience which resulted from  his 
persistence in selling a subscrip
tion to The M ilitant. “ About a 
month ago I  had a real job t r y 
ing to sell a member of the Shop 
Committee a sub to the paper.
He came up w ith  every excuse in 
the book, but finally broke down. 
Today he came up to me w ith the 
clipped-out article of J. Lane’s 
reporting on the current drive 
against the Briggs union, saying 
he was on his way to show i t  to 
the rest of the Committee.”  * .

*  *  *

While canvassing from  door-to- 
door fo r subscriptions to The 
M ilitar , K. Karl of Philadelphia 
succeet id in counteracting some 
Stalini ; propaganda. He writes 
as follows: “ The man said he
wouldn’t  care fo r The M ilitant be
cause he didn’t agree w ith it. I 
told him i t  would be most sur
prising to find him in agreembnt 
and that he not only had a righ t 
but a duty to form  and express 
his own opinions as a worker, the 
main thing being, however, that 
the opinions were his own and 
based on facts. The M ilitant 
would bring him many vita l facts 
essential to intelligent opinion.

“  ‘By the way,’ I  said, ‘just 
what is your disagreement with 
The M ilitan t? ’ ‘Those Trotsky- 
ites,’ he said, ‘they are disrupters, 
breaking up the unions, prevent
ing unity of the workers.’ I told 
him I knew of no such example 
and asked him for specific facts 
on which he based it. ‘Well why 
was it  they were expelled from 
the party in Russia?’ he counter
ed. I said, ‘I  guess I  h it the nail 
on the head already. These are 
not your own opinions at all, but 
what others told you to think 
without giving you all the facts. 
That’s all the greater reason for 
getting our paper for a while at 
least.’

“ He then invited mo inside, 
asked my name, introduced me to 
his wife (an A FL packing hoUse 
worker.) Before I  le ft he, had 
volunteered to subscribe fo r a 
year, they promised to attend 
our next forttm and bring a 
friend, and warmly invited me to 
vis it them anytime.”

*  *  *

J. Radlow of Chicago reports 
the experience of another com
rade who was out getting sub
scriptions: “ I  walked into a house 
and showed a worker there The 
M ilitant. He said he__wanted an 
opportunity to read the paper 
first. Th irty  minutes later an
other comrade rang his bell. The 
worker said, ‘A  man was just 
here w ith  the paper. I  read parts 
of i t  in the last few minutes 
and I  th ink i t ’s really good and 
I want to subscribe to it. How 
about letting my son distribute 
this paper in the neighborhood in
stead of the Booster?’ We told 
him we would be more than glad 
to have him distribute The M ili
tant.”

*  » *

C. L. of New York made the 
following comment about the 
May Day issue: “ I  cannot say
enough fo r the new 8-page M ili
tant. There were so many fine 
articles that i t  is d ifficult to pick 
out any one. But I  want to say 
something about the excellent ar
ticles by the women writers. Es
pecially the interview w ith the 
Chairman of the New York te le-1

phone operators Uhion by Evelyn 
Atwood. This, the interview with 
Thomas De Lorenzo by Larissa 
Reed, and the two articles by 
Grace Carlson brought vividly to 
life  experiences affecting the 
workers.”

Vincent R. Dunne Addresses 
Chicago SWP M ay Day Rally

CHICAGO, May 3 — The May 
Day celebration o f the Chicago 
branch was one of the largest and 
most enthusiastic ever held by 
the Socialist Workers Party in 
this city. In  spite of wind and 
rain, 130 people packed Bucking
ham Hall to participate in the 
celebration and to hear Vincent 
Dunne speak fo r the firs t time 
since his release from  prison in 
January.

In  an inspiring speech, Com
rade Dunne demonstrated that 
the decaying capitalist system 
was capable of bringing only mis
ery and destruction to humanity. 
He pointed to the coming revolu
tionary upsurge of the European 
workers as the only salvation for 
the starving masses of that 
blood-soaked continent.

Comrade Dunne also discussed 
the coming resurgence of the 
class struggle in America, indi
cated by the growing restlessness 
of the Workers, who desire to free 
themselves from the no-strike 
pledge and to build a political 
party of their own.

He concluded his speech with 
an appeal to the audience to sup
port and to join the Socialist 
Workers Party. Two auto work
ers responded by applying fo r 
membership, at the close of the 
meeting.

The composition of the audi
ence reflected the growth of the 
party’s influence among workers 
in mass production industries. 
Present were more than 40 auto 
workers from Chicago plants, 
and many steel workers from  the 
mills in the Calumet area.

A  collection of $70 was contrib
uted to the work of the Trotsky
ists in Chicago.

headquarters of the Boston 
Branch -of the Socialist Workers 
Party at 30 Stuai-t St., to celeb
rate May Day.

Comrade Grace Carlson was 
the main speaker. In  her address, 
“ May Day 1945 — Its  Meaning 
fo r American Workers,”  Comrade 
Carlson cited the growing m ilit
ancy o f the workers in this coun
try  and the revolutionary fe r
ment in Europe, as harbingers of 
great class struggles to come.

A  collection of $28 was taken 
at the close of the meeting.

BOSTON, May 6 — Forty-five 
people tonight met in the new'

PHILADELPHIA, May 6 — An 
enthusiastic audience including a 
number of new readers of The 
M ilitan t attended the May Day 
celebration held tonight at the 
new headquarters o f the Socialist 
Workers P a r t y  Philadelphia 
branch.

Comrade George Grant, organ
izer of the N. Y. Local, SWP, 
was the main speaker. "Two 
world wars and a world-wide de
pression in 25 years are the hor
rible consequences of the convul
sions of a doomed capitalist sys
tem,”  he said. “ That system must 
be replaced by the socialist so
ciety built by the working class.”

.CLEVELAND, May 1 — An 
enthusiastic audience of about 50 
people tonight heard Tony Black 
relate the history of May Day 
and David Lands discuss “ Per
spectives fo r the European Rev
olution”  at the May Day celebra
tion held by the Socialist Work
ers Party at Carnegie Hall.

Many workers who had never 
before attended a May Day meet
ing were present, attesting to the 
resurgence of militancy in Amer
ica and the widening influence of 
The M ilitant.

Many branches of the Socialist 
Workers Party have been selling 
Pioneer literature during their 
magnificently successful cam
paign fo r new subscriptions to 
The M ilitant. ' The Cleveland 
branch writes*: “ We have had ex
cellent success w ith  pamphlet 
sales during the sub campaign. 
Out o f 62 subs so far, I  have sold 
at least 30 pamphlets — one out 
of two. Mostly Struggle fo r Ne
gro Equality, some Labor Party 
and some tr ia l sets (the four 
pamphlets on the Minneapolis) 
tr ia l, Socialism on Trial, In De-1 
fense of Socialism, Why We Are 
in Prison, and Who Are the 18— 
which are being sold as a 25c. 
special). Also some of Your 
Standard of Living.

“ I  do not take much time from 
the sub campaign fo r this. 
Simply, after I  have made a sale 
— and sometimes when I  haven’t  
—I  show them the pamphlets and 
often they buy. I  believe this 
should be emphasized more. Our 
pamphlets are excellent propa
ganda, concentrated on one sub
ject.”

From Seattle: “ W a r t i m e
Crimes of Big Business, Negroes 
in the Post-War World, and The 
Struggle fo r Negro Equality are
best sellers to the buyers of new 
subs. Also those that do not buy 
a sub usually buy a pamphlet or 
two.”

*  *  *

Another avenue of expanding 
their sales of Pioneer pamphlets 
is being explored by SWP branch
es which are placing the pamph
lets on newsstands, in drugstores, 
etc. Boston writes: “ Our sales of 
pamphlets in the Negro residen
tia l section have been going well. 
We placed the Labor Party in a 
neighborhood drugstore which 
previously had sold many copies 
of The Struggle for Negro Equal
ity  and Negroes in the Post-War 
World. We also cover meetings 
which feature Negro speakers.”  

From Los Angeles: “ We placed 
ten copies of the Labor Party 
pamphlet on each of the four 
downtown newsstands. T h e  
stands have sold about two each 
to date. I  also expect to work 
on placing other publications on 
these stands.

Akron: “ We are selling quite
a b it of literature at the local 
newsstand which also carries The 
M ilitant and the F.I. To date ap
proximately 15 copies of Social
ism on Trial, 10 American Work
ers Need a Labor Party, In De
fense of Socialism, and 5 The 
Struggle fo r Negro Equality, have
been sold there.”

*  *  *

For catalogue of books and 
pamphlets write to Pioneer Pub
lishers, 116 University PI., New 
York 3, N. Y.
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Only the world revo
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries with it  the ines
capable blotting out of 
the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

The Fall O f Nazism
H itle r boasted in 1933 that the political system 

of Nazism would endure for a thousand years. 
Today it  has utterly collapsed, engulfed in the 
awful ruin of Europe wrought by the imperialist 
war. H itler himself, the architect and personifica
tion Of Nazism, is reported dead.

According to some muddle-headed "thinkers,”  
who feared the brutal totalitarianism of Hitler, but 
possessed neither the intelligence nor the courage 
to struggle effectively against it, Nazism (and 
Fascism) represented a new form of society. W ill 
they now explain why the most powerful fascism 
survived only a bare dozen years?

We revolutionary Marxists from the very be
ginning defined Nazism as the unbridled rule of 
German finance-capital in the era of the decay of 
capitalism. Germany was caught in a web of in
soluble contradictions. The highly developed 
economy which made Germany the leading coun
try  in Europe was unable to function normally 
and smoothly, much less expand and grow, upon 
the basis of the capitalist system and within the 
too narrow confines of the national state.

These contradictions were the source o f chronic 
social convulsion and ever-sharpening class con
flicts. From 1930 to 1933 Germany was in a state 
of c iv il war. The great German working-class re
sisted every attempt of the German capitalists to 
solve the crisis at their expense. The Gejman capi
talists, for their part, called H itler and his Nazi 
gangsters to power in order to crush this resist
ance and pave the way for an attempt to solve 
the crisis on the international arena by means of 
war.

Failure of the Stalinist and Social-Democratic 
leaders to unite the workers fo r a battle to the 
death against Hitler, their false teaching that 
Nazism was no real menace, and fina lly  their 
shameful capitulation before the Nazis, enabled 
the brownshirted Praetorian Guard of finance- 
capital to defeat the workers and wipe out their 
organizations. The price of this defeat has been 
twelve years of terror, concentration camps, tor
ture and death. Yet the murderous measures and 
m ilita ry  might of the Nazi regime did not, and 
could not, solve the social crisis on whose crest 
H itler rode to power. That crisis lies at the heart 
of the rotting capitalist system which H itler de
fended and preserved.

The Allied Powers and their Moscow accom
plices are now ready to impose a barbarous peace 
on Germany. The horrors of Nazism and war are 
now to be followed by the hardships and miseries 
of a predatory peace. The only way out fo r the 
German working-class lies along the road of revo
lutionary struggle to end capitalism and establish, 
together with their class brothers across the fron
tiers, a Socialist United States of Europe.

They face enormous difficulties and obstacles. 
Germany lies in ruins. Allied armies of occupa
tion w ill try  to prevent the German people from 
taking their destiny into their own hands. But the 
German workers have a great tradition of valiant 
revolutionary struggle and the difficulties, though 
great, are not insuperable.

German imperialism in a Brown Shirt is de
feated, but not the German working class. The 
red banner o f the victorious Socialist Workers Re
public w ill yet wave over Berlin where yesterday 
the swastika emblems prevailed and today the 
flags of the Allied conquerors are set.

W e Told The Truth
When the present war broke out in Europe, The 

M ilitan t, which has held aloft the banner of so
cialist internationalism through all these bloody 
years, appraised its true character, and its per
spectives, in the following words:

"This is NOT a war for and against the inde
pendence of Poland.

"This is NOT a war for and against 'democracy'

—not one of the participating powers, but rules 
the overwhelming m ajority of its subjects with 
sword and whip.

“ This war is being fought solely to decide which 
imperialist powers shall dominate the world.

"The assassination of the Archduke of Austria 
at Sarajevo in July, 1914 was not the cause of the 
First World War.

"The seizure of Danzig is not the cause of the 
Second World War.

"The First World War was fought to decide 
which powers shall rule the world. The victors 
dictated the bloody 'peace' of Versailles.

"That 'peace' led directly to the Second World 
War. Another such 'peace' w ill lead directly to the 
Third  World War.

"Neither H itler nor Chamberlain, Mussolini nor 
Daladier, Stalin nor Roosevelt, can bring peace to 
the world.

"Peace w ill come to the world only when the 
workers of the world take matters into their own 
hands, and throw o ff the bandits who rule over 
them." ( The M ilitan t, Sept. 5, 1939.)

Those words are as true and as timely today 
as when they were firs t printed. The socialist revo
lution represents mankind’s only hope o f real and 
enduring peace. There is no other.

Our Slogan
Every informed worker realizes that with the 

end of hostilities in Europe a new situation is open
ing up in the United Stated. Such burning domestic 
questions as reconversion, cut-backs, unemploy
ment come to the fore as the post-war depression 
looms ominously on the horizon.

A revolutionary political party such as ours 
which seeks to lead and -guide the workers in their 
struggles for a better world must be alert to these 
changes. Consequently, after a thorough review 
of the new turn of events the Political Committee 
of the Socialist Workers Party has reshaped its 
slogans to meet the most pressing problems con
fronting the working class.

This program of action w ill hereafter be found 
on page 7 of The M ilitan t. The list begins with 
the demand for fu ll employment and job security 
of workers and veterans. I t  is the elementary right 
of every person to make a decent living. But this 
right <;annot be obtained except by struggle against 
the capitalist class and its agents. I t  can be guar
anteed only by a workers’ and farmers’ govern
ment which can open the road to unlimited pro
gress. W ithout such a government, not only w ill 
unemployment and hunger ravage the working 
class, but another world war w ill strike down 
more tens of millions o f victims.

The struggle o f the American workers for a 
better life is insolubly linked with the figh t of the 
working people throughout the world fo r the very 
right to survive. That is why we have given so 
prominent a place in our program to slogans of 
solidarity with the European and colonial peoples.

We ask every serious worker to study this pro
gram. I f  you agree w ith it and want to help real
ize it, then do your part fo r socialism by joining 
the ranks of the Socialist Workers Party. Become 
an organizer fo r socialism among your friends and 
shopmates. The coupon published below the pro
gram w ill bring you further information about 
our work. F ill it out and send it  in today!

Truman’s Message
A new and ominous indication of the looming 

«menace of mass unemployment which threatens 
the well-being of the American working-class was 
the announcement by President Truman on May 
22 that he had recommended to Congress a cut 
of $7,365,000,000 in current shipbuilding appro
priations and contract authorizations.

Like his predecessor in office, President Roose
velt, Truman showed callous indifference to the 
needs of the hundreds of thousands of workers 
who w ill lose their jobs and their livelihood as a 
result of the recommended cuts. The workers in
volved were not mentioned.

Bethlehem Steel, Henry Kaiser and the rest of 
the cost-plus shipbuilding magnates have amassed 
huge fortunes from government contracts. When 
the yards (bu ilt w ith public funds!) close down, 
or have their working forces reduced, these pluto
crats won’t  have to apply for unemployment re
lief. They w ill continue to live in lavish luxury.

But the workers, men and women who are being 
thrown out of work— for these there lie ahead 
harsh days of poverty and want. For them there 
is only the dole, which in some states is as low 
as $2 per week. W ith their wages frozen under 
Roosevelt’s L ittle  Steel formula while the cost of 
living has sdared, they have been able to accumu
late no savings. Nothing could be put by for the 
"ra iny day” of unemployment. Neither the cost- 
plus patriots nor the government give a damn 
for the welfare of these men and women.

In his message President Truman also reaffirm
ed the L ittle  Steel Formula. Thereby he guaran
tees to the profit-bloated capitalists a continuance 
of the lush profits they have reaped from the war. 
Sim ilarly he guarantees that the wages of the 
workers shall not rise above the barest subsistence 
level, for government price control has never been 
anything but a hollow mockery.
• Now the workers are being cast onto the scrap 

heap of unemployment. Those not yet being laid 
o ff are taking Wage cuts in one form or another. 
In numerous war plants the basic work week has 
been reduced from 48 to 40 hours, with correspond
ing reductions in pay, which means a pay cut of 
more than 16 per cent.

Everything for the capitalists; the leavings or 
the scrap-heap for the. workers! This is the real 
program of Truman as i t  was the program of 
Roosevelt.

The Same O ld  Stew U. S. Monopolies Protect 
Their German Interests

The Workers’ Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitant. 
Letters are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include 
your name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed.

How to Feed 
Starving Europe
Editor:

There is a io t of ta lk lately 
from our statesmen in Washing
ton about tightening our belts in 
order to feed starving Europe. 
I  say that i f  there is any tighten
ing to be done, le t’s tighten up 
on the bellies of the rich, who 
have grown disgustingly fa t in 
this war. I t  would appear to me 
that they have plenty of room 
to spare, whiie the stomachs of 
the poor have been tightening up 
ever since this war started.

Furthermore, i f  these people 
are so interested in feeding Eur
ope, why don’t they open up the 
factories closing down all over the 
country, create the 60 million 
jobs we’ve been promised, and 
give everyone a chance to work 
and to eat.

I t  appears quite clear now that 
our officials in Washington are 
not interested in feeding the peo
ple in Europe, nor in giving jobs 
to the people at home. Otherwise 
they would not allow these fac
tories to stay closed 24 hours.

I  agree w ith The M ilitant that 
this system should have been 
changed long ago.

M. Morando 
New York

splendid workers’ paper, the 
progressive m inority can bypass 
the tigh tly  censored union jour
nals and reach the rank and file 
in growing numbers through the 
pages of The M ilitant.

Therefore, we urge every ra il
road worker to subscribe fo r The 
M ilitant, read i t  closely, show i t  
to your worker associates. W rite 
your ideas in its columns on the 
many needed changes in the 
structure, program and leader
ship in the American railroad un
ions.

Railroad Worker,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Railroad Workers 
Get a Forum
Editor:

In this M ilitan t Subscription 
Campaign I  have been watching 
the subs roll in from the various 
railroad terminals w ith growing 
delight The spreading of The 
M ilitant in the railroad term i
nals means a special advantage 
to the railroad men and women.

The columns of the ra il union 
Journa's have been closed to the 
railroad workers fo r years. In 
most of the railroad unions the 
President, or the Grand Chief, as 
he is sometimes called, is the 
only person in the organization 
who has unrestricted access to 
the pages of the monthly mag
azine.

The leaders of the American 
railroad unions find i t  absolutely 
necessary to censor and suppress 
all progressive ideas in the un
ion ranks in  order to continue to 
saddle the railroad workers with 
the most antiquated trade union 
structure in the world. The ra il
road workers in this country are 
being kept divided by its leaders 
into 21 separate unions. The un
necessary dues which the mem
bers must pay annually fo r this 
extravagant set-up runs into m il
lions of dollars, to say nothing 
about the loss in wages and work
ing conditions which results di
rectly from this divided condition 
of the men.

So naturally, in order to keep 
the workers tied to this kind of 
organization the leaders cannot 
very well afford to grant the 
rank and file the luxury of free 
dom of membership expression. 
The present ra il union leaders 
are conscious of the fact i f  they 
permitted the progressive senti
ment in the union ranks to ex
press its opinion their misrule 
would soon be over and their soft 
and well-paid jobs ended.

So here is where The M ilitant 
comes in w ith a real break fo r 
the ra il progressives. W ith a 
growing number o f railroad 
workers subscribing fo r this

Wall Street Loans 
To the Fascists
Editor:

I  am in receipt of a ll the in
formation I requested regarding 
Drew Pearson’s column exposing 
the villa iny of Churchill in bribing 
the royalist faction in Greece to 
attack the peasants and workers 
so that he could turn his brutal 
army loose on the Greek patriots 
and slaughter them.

The daily paper I  take did not 
publish this article of Drew 
Pearson’s (quoted in The M ilitant, 
March 31). I searched all the is
sues and couldn’t  find it .  The 
owner of this paper, Cowles, is a 
first cousin of Thomas V. Lamont, 
Chairman of the Board of J. P. 
Morgan and Co. This banking 
scoundrel Lamont loaned $1,000,- 
000,000 to Mussolini in  1926 and 
wrote a highly laudatory article 
on Mussolini, extolling the tre
mendous merits of this Italian 
thug.

I  have an article on the loans 
made to H itle r and Mussolini. 
These loans total over $7,000,000,- 
000. The English did their b it to
wards financing H itle r’s war 
machine, though I  do not have the

exact sum. The gigantic loans of 
seven billions were made by the 
international bankers of New 
York City.

M ilton L. Babin 
Waskish, Minn.

Haymarket Affair
Editor:

Q: What is the composition of 
the proposed “ Security Council”  
to be set up at the San Francisco 
Conference?

A : The Council is planned to
include five permanent members 
— the United States, Britain, So
viet Union, China and France — 
plus six members elected fo r two- 
year terms by the Assembly. For 
any action there must be a ma
jo rity  vote which includes the un
animous vote of the “ Big Five.” 
Thus, even a vote of 10 to 1 would 
be void i f  the single contrary 
vote were cast by one of the “ Big 
Five.”

*  *  *

Q: When was the firs t issue of 
The M ilitant published?

A : November 15, 1928.
*  *  *

Q: What is the status of
French finances today?

A : In the five and a half years 
of war (August 1939 to Decem
ber 1944) paper currency put into 
circulation increased the French 
national debt by one trillion , 380 
billion francs. This colossal fig
ure does not include debts incur
red by de Gaulle or the cost of 
reconstructing ruined industries 
and bombed cities. For a further 
study of inflation in France, read 
“ French Imperialism and World 
War I I ”  in the A p ril issue of 
Fourth International.

In  Kovalesky’s column of April 
28 dealing w ith  the Haymarket 
A ffa ir  there is a very serious fac
tual error.

The following statement is 
made: “ Then somebody threw a 
bomb, and the cops began shoot
ing like mad. Some of the work
ers had pistols, and they shot 
back.”

The sentence that I  have un
derlined is a factual error. A 
study of any of the standard re
ferences on the Haymarket A f
fa ir  indicate that the crowd pres
ent when the bomb was thrown 
did not fire back on the police. In 
court none claimed that the police 
had been fired upon. The men 
were tried fo r the throwing of 
the bomb. Two standard refer
ences on the Haymarket A ffa ir  
are:

Henry David, History of the 
Haymarket A ffa ir, New York, 
Farrar and Rinehart, 1936.

John R. Commons, History -of 
Labor in the United States, New 
York, Macmillan, volume 2, pp. 
392-394.

P. Davidson 
Boston, Mass.

Drew Pearson on A p ril 26 wrote from San Fran
cisco about the plans of a powerful sector of Amer
ican bankers and industrialists to preserve German 
capitalism as a bulwark against socialism in Europe 
and to protect their interests and holdings in Ger
many. Many newspapers suppressed this column.

These plans, Pearson claims, were elaborated at 
a meeting of the German Reparations Committee in 
the office of Assistant Secretary of State W ill 
Clayton.

Clayton himself at the secret meeting “ mentioned 
the fact that Germany would need to import cotton 
to manufacture clothes and should be permitted to 
have enough exports to pay for the imported cotton. 
Clayton is the biggest cotton exporter in the world 
and did a heavy business with the Nazis before the 
war.”

Pearson describes the suspicions of the Kremlin 
government about Allied plans fo r Germany. “ The 
Russians knew in advance fo r instance that the 
Douglas A irc ra ft Company had sold the plans fo r 
its DC-4”  to Japan fo r $1,000,000 before Pearl Har
bor.

They are especially interested in the War Depart
ment’s survey of damage to German war plants by 
U. S. planes. Many of these plants, in which the 
Americans and British had holdings, have been found 
strangely undamaged. The survey is to be conducted 
“ by a group of bankers and top insurance executives, 
including: Henry C. Alexander, vice-president of 
J. P. Morgan; Fred Searles, Jr., president of several 
J. P. Morgan mine companies; Franklin D ’Olier, pres
ident of Prudential L ife  Insurance Company, and 
Robert P. Russell, president of Standard Oil Devel
opment Company.”

Standard Oil, Pearson points out, “ collaborated 
w ith H itle r’s cartels even after the war broke out in 
Europe . . . the J. P. Morgan branch bank in Paris 
collaborated with the Nazis even after Pearl Harbor.”  

Among the “ pressure boys”  demanding assistance 
of the State Department to start up operations of 
their plants in Germany is Graeme Howard, vice- 
president of General Motors’ European operations, 
including Germany. “ Howard helped organize Fran
co’s truck transport service during the Spanish Civil 
War, has a personal interest in the Opel Auto Works 
in Germany, and has been busy as a hound dog around 
the State Department wanting to get back to 
Germany.”

Also, the Office of Strategic Services “ has, strange
ly, distributed some of the most powerful bankers’ 
representatives in the U. S. A. at key points where 
they can influence U. S. policy in Occupied Germany.”  
The rdster of OSS men “ reads like a blue-stocking 
lis t of the f irs t  sixty families.”

Young Trotskyist 
Gets Subscriptions
Editor:

I am only 13 years old and have 
been raised in a socialist atmos
phere. Naturally when the sub
scription campaign came about, 
I  fe lt i t  my duty to participate in 
the drive. I  have been out on al
most all Red Sundays and have 
obtained many subscriptions to 
The M ilitant.

The manner in which I  received 
these subscriptions might be of 
some interest to the readers and 
I hope of some value on future 
campaigns. While going from 
door to door I managed to convey 
to workers that The M ilitant was 
a paper published by workers — 
for the working masses. My ap
proach to Negro workers is to 
point out to them that this paper 
fights against Jim Crow Negro 
persecution. I t  fights fo r higher 
wages and fo r less working hours 
fo r both Negro and white work
ers. I  emphasize to all people to 
unite and fight fo r one common 
goal—the liberation of the work
ing class.

Rose Brandt
New York

Both Capitalist Parties 
Join Against FEPC Bill

Friendly Criticism
Editor:

I ’m sending you the only decent 
page in the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union ‘Justice’ 
hoping you can use some of the 
items.

Also some bus drivers are 
strik ing against the city of Santa 
Monica. As fa r as I ’m concerned 
this is more interesting or at 
least as interesting as all the 
room you give to Myra Tanner 
Weiss or Charlotta Bass.

I  think the paper is swell but 
I ’m sorry that litt le  things keep 
i t  from being tops.

Jean Martin 
Los Angeles, Calif.

A  m ajority coalition of Democrats and Republicans 
in the House of Representatives have ganged up to 
prevent even discussion of a b ill fo r the establish
ment of a permanent Fair Employment Practices 
Commission.

This measure would continue the commission set 
up during the war under pressure of the Negroes 
and labor unions, to investigate and halt discrimina
tion in industry against racial and religious m inori
ties. While the commission was largely ineffective 
and lacked powers of enforcement, the Jim-Crow pol
itical agents of Big Business are opposed to i t  on 
principle.

Last week, the sponsors of the b ill could secure 
only 102 of a required 218 names on a petition to 
place the act on the House floor for debate. Previously 
the House Rules Committee had stalled the measure 
in committee for over two months.

Democratic floor leaders warned their members to 
“ lay o ff”  fo r the sake of “ unity.”  A  Republican Con
gressman professed he “ jus t didn’t  know”  why the 
Republicans were also blocking the measure. They 
want to k ill the b ill quietly and forestall another 
scandalous Southern “ white supremacy”  filibuster.

War Department Abandons 
Canadian Oil Project

A fter dumping $134,000,000 of the American peo
ple’s money into the Canol (Canadian oil) project, 
the U. S. War Department two weeks ago blandly 
announced that its “ most colossal blunder,”  as the 
project has been termed, w ill de discontinued by 
June 30.

This project was initiated early in 1942 under the 
direction of Lieutenant General Brehon Somervell, 
chief of the Arm y Service Force. Somervell in De
cember 1943 explained to the Truman Senate Inves
tigating Committee that the project was scheduled 
fo r completion by the fa ll of 1942. He admitted that: 
“ In fact, I  knew i t  couldn’t  be done.”

In October 1943, the Joint Chiefs of S taff approved 
the project after the Truman committee had already 
announced its pending probe.

The pretext for building this 600-mile Canadian oil 
|>ipe-line, refineries and all other facilities fo r Im 
perial Oil, a Canadian subsidiary of Standard Oil of 
New Jersey, was the claim of “ m ilita ry expediency.”  
I t  had been pointed out that oil could be shipped to 
Alaska by barges and tankers fo r one-tenth the 
cost and e ffo rt of the Canol project. Nevertheless the 
War Department insisted on pushing through a pro
ject now abandoned after three-and-a-half years 
of war.

The Senate committee reported that the War De
partment had contracted to ^>ay Imperial Oil $1.25 
per barrel solely fo r the privilege of d rilling  on the 
company’s property under the company’s supervision. 
Two of its five wells were dry.

“ The $1.25 per barrel,”  said the Senate report in  
1943, “ is in substance a royalty, and should be con
trasted with royalties of 15 to 20 cents per barrel 
paid fo r oil in the United States. . . . In  addition 
to being paid the royalty, Imperial Oil, at the end of 
the war w ill own the wells drilled and the oil reserves 
improved at the expense of the United States,”


