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BATTLE BEGINS AGAINST SLAVE LAW

STATEMENT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Few laws have ever been passed in America more 
hated and unpopular than the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor 
Act/

I t  was b itterly opposed by the 15,000,000 organized 
workers who, w ith their families and allies, constitute the 
overwhelming majority of the country’s population. I t  
evoked the greatest flood of protest letters and telegrams 
In the history of Congress. The most widely assorted 
groups, including the generally conservative spokesmen of 
religious bodies, Protestant, Catholic and Jewish, denounced 
I t  as inim ical to the welfare of America. V irtually all 
Negro organizations opposed it. A number of veterans’ 
groups went on record against it. Its passage was pro
tested even by sections of the business world. This oppo
sition was the real w ill of the people, which Congress 
contemptuously flouted.

The Slave Labor Law is in the tradition of the edicts 
enacted against labor’s economic and political organiza
tions by the fascist regimes in  Ita ly  and Germany. I t  
sets the clock back 100 years in the legal status of Amer
ican organized labor. At one blow i t  wipes out legal 
rights won in a century of bitter struggle.

In  its restrictions on the right of free speech and free 
press and the right of union members to engage in po
litica l activities, the Taft-Hartley Act violates the B ill 
of Rights in the United States Constitution in a way not 
equaled since the notorious and short-li^ed “ Alien and 
Sedition Act” of 1798. I t  bans thoughts about communism 
dangerous to Wall Street’s rule, in the same way that 
the Japanese m ilitary dictatorship banned “ dangerous 
thoughts.”

The fu ll implications of this Slave Labor Law are not 
yet fu lly  revealed. Its sponsors and authors themselves 
do not dare to enforce all its provisions at one stroke. 
But the poisoned barbs are there, ready for use against 
organized labor.

Designed to Crush the Unions
In  essence, the new law mobilizes the federal admin

istration, the courts and the new federal labor czar in Wall 
Street’s drive to illegalize strikes and break them by in
junction. I t  provides the bosses with innumerable de
vices to undermine unions, intimidate and victimize their 
members and leaders. I t  opens the way for the complete 
destruction of union security and a return to the wide- 
open shop.

Do not th ink that this oppressive and tyrannical law 
was the product of some temporary emotional frenzy in 
Congress, as some union leaders indicate. I t  was drafted 
and passed by the most calculating and cold-hearted class 
tha t ever existed—the Big Business tycoons who insist on 
ruling the country without restraint and smashing any 
restrictions on their exploitation of America and the en
tire world.

The Taft-Hartley Act is the firs t big pay-off on the 
gilt-edged promises made by the imperialist war propa
gandists. They promised “ Four Freedoms” and assured 
in the Atlantic Charter “ improved labor standards, eco
nomic advancement and social security.”  The workers 
were promised again and again and again that once the 
war was over, a new and glorious day would dawn for the 
common people.

But for labor V-J Day dawned with stormy skies. 
American Big Business launched its all-out assault on the 
unions and the Democratic administration spearheaded 
the drive. W ithin two years, this savage offensive cul
minated in passage of the Slave Labor Law.

Does this law mark the end of the anti-labor drive? 
Are the capitalists now satisfied? No. Having tasted 
blood, their appetite has only been whetted. They view 
passage of this act as just a,beach-head in  Operation 
Anti-Labor, as just an advance base from which they can 
thrust toward their ultimate objective—the outright de
struction of the labor movement.

The Taft-Hartley Act is the domestic section of Wall 
Street’s plans for world conquest as formulated in the war
mongering Truman Doctrine. I t  is the application of this 
doctrine to the American people themselves. In  order to 
oppress people all over the world, Wall Street must have 
a submissive working class at home.

Behind this anti-labor drive is the same logic that 
led in Europe to the rise of H itler and Mussolini. I t  is 
the arrow pointing straight down the road of capitalist 
reaction to the abyss of fascism. Passage of this act is 
the gravest possible warning to labor that Wall Street 
w ill stop at nothing.

They know a great economic breakdown is looming. 
They have placed another world war on the agenda. That 
depression and that war—if Wall Street succeeds in car
rying out its plan—mean catastrophe for the working 
people.

The Workers Wanted to F igh t
The union rank-and-file instinctively grasped the 

meaning of this postwar assault. They fe lt that the 
capitalists were conducting ruthless class warfare. They 
understood that the sp irit of compromise displayed by 
the labor bureaucrats was regarded by the capitalists as 
a sign of miserable weakness. The slogan inscribed on 
the banner of Big Business is, “ Class against class! War 
without quarter!”

The workers wanted to figh t passage of the Slave La
bor Law without compromise, w ith every means at their 
command, on every front. They tried to force the top
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Hi-jacking Rent Measure 
Gets Truman's Signature

By A r t Preis
Although he denounced 

Congress’ bi-partisan Rent 
Hi-jacking B ill as a “ most 
unsatisfactory” measure that 
“ irreparably weakened” fed
eral rent control, Truman on 
June 30 signed this landlord- 
sponsored b ill against the 
opposition of labor, tenant 
and liberal organizations.

Truman admitted that "for 
millions of families, i t  w ill result 
in substantial increases in rent.” 
That section of the bill which 
permits “ voluntary”  15% rent 
increases, he described as “ vol- 

! untary only so far as the land
lord is concerned.”

I Under the new law, landlords 
I will be in a position to coerce 
! and blackmail tenants into ac
cepting leases providing for 
higher rents. By restoring evic
tion proceedings to the respec
tive states, the law will permit 
evictions w ithin 30 days in most 
states.

Rent controls, of even the fic
tional variety otherwise provid
ed in the bill, are completely re
moved for all so-called transient 
dwellings, new or newly-remod
elled housing units, or dwellings 
not previously rented. This will 
affect veterans, newly-weds, 
evicted families and others seek
ing homes.

One of the most threatening

Miners Hurl First Challenge 
At New Union-Busting Law

sections of the law provides for 
the establishment of local area 
rent boards, nominated by the 
respective state governors. These 
are empowered to authorize the 
Office of Rent Control to elim
inate all je n t controls in their 
area, approve blanket rent in
creases or individual "hardship” 
rent-hikes.
RENT SHARKS ON BOARDS

Real estate and landlord 
groups are already pressuring 

I the governors to nominate their 
' spokesmen to these boards. In  
most instances i t  is expected that 
representatives of the rent 
sharks will dominate these 
boards.

This, in reality, continues the 
policy put into effect by the Tru
man administration. In the past 
year the federal agency has 
granted more than a million 
"hardship”  rent boosts. Tru
man’s own Office of Rent Con
trol, i t  was revealed last week, 
approved 6,664 such boosts in 
the New York area during the 
past four months without even 
notifying tenants that landlords 

| had made such application on 
the plea of “ hardship.”

Truman’s sole justification for 
signing this infamous rent- 

(Continued on Page 5)

StrikeSpreads 
To 132,000 
In Shipyards
Vicious Law Stiffens 
Holdout of Profiteers

NEW YORK, Ju ly  1—Con
tin u in g  and extending its  
defiance o f the  new Slave 
Labor Law, the  CIO Indus
trial Union of Marine and Ship
building Workers today called 
out 90,000 more East Coast and 
Gulf shipyard workers, to swell 
the strike ranks to 131,500.

The strike began last Thurs
day, two days after passage of 
the Taft-Hartley Act, when 41,- 
500 m ilitant shipyard workers in 
ten yards, nine of them Beth
lehem Steel Company subsidi
aries, set up mass picket lines.

Shipyard owners, emboldened 
by the Taft-Hartley Act, have 
arrogantly refused to offer any 
wage concession. The union 
had scaled down its original 
wage demands to a “ bottom dol
lar” demand for an across-the- 
board 13-cent hourly raise, plus 
several minor concessions. This 
demand corresponds to increas
es won in other industries such 
as steel, auto, rubber, etc. 
MEANS PAY SLASH

IUMSWA-CIO President John 
Green stated after the break
down of negotiations that the 
emplojiers’ "best offer”  was an 
extension of contracts that ex
pired last week. “A t the same 
time, certain other management 
requests would mean a reduc
tion in  pay for thousands of 
workers who are on piece work 
or receive incentive bonuses.”

Laborers’ wages under the old 
contract wore 96 cents an hour; 
skilled workers, $1.38. These 
rates were fixed prior to the 
latest big upward spurt in living 
costs.

When the union pointed out. 
that workers in West 'Coast 
shipyards are receiving the high
er wages demanded on the East 
Coast, a Bethlehem spokesman 
said the union w'as “ calling at
tention to a mistake” made by 
the western shipyards.

Most of the struck shipbuild
ing companies were named in 
war profiteering reports of Con
gressional committees as among 
the biggest looters of the pub
lic treasury during the war.

Union Ranks Want 
Militant Struggle 
And Open Defiance

The union rank and file  are clamoring fo r m ili
tan t action on every fro n t to openly defy the T a ft- 
H artley Slave Labor Law. This was made clear 
during the f ir s t  week afte r the new law ’s passage 
by the mine and ship
yard strikes and by the
widespread' demand from the 
ranks for a nation-wide pro
test strike against the law.

As final passage of the Slave 
Labor Act underscored the im
mediate deadly menace facing 
all organized labor, union lead
ers nationally and locally met 
last week to lay plans to safe
guard the very existence ̂ of the 
unions from the explosive ef
fects of the new law.

AFL and CIO chiefs, surround
ed by batteries of lawyers, gath
ered in their respective head
quarters in Washington. Both 
organizations announced plans 
for testing various provisions of 
the Taft-Hartley Act in the 
courts.
OUTRIGHT DEFIANCE

Outright defiance of some of 
the most clearly unconstitutional 
provisions, particularly those af
fecting the right to publish poli
tical opinions in union-financed 
publications, has already been 
endorsed.

Most unions, according to j 
both AFL and CIO leaders, are 
expected to refuse to submit t o , 
sections of the law requiring un
ion officials to swear they are 
not “ communists" in order for 
their unions to be recognized.

But dependence exclusively on 
legal actions and the courts will 
not suffice to protect the unions 
from the Slave Labor Law. I t  
will take years before the hun
dreds of provisions of the Act 
can be tested in courts. And 
these courts are notoriously pro
capitalist and anti-labor.

Akron Labor Urges 
Nation-W ide Strike

AKRON, O., June 26—The 
Greater Akron Area Council 
of Labor Unions, a jo in t body 
of the CIO. AFL and inde
pendent unions in this area, 
today urged the national un
ion leaders to call a nation
wide general strike in defense 
of labor’s civil liberties “ should 
the Taft-Hartley Law, a pres
idential decree, or a new 
strikebreaking law be invoked 
against the Mine and Ship
yard workers.”

The Area Council, repre
senting 185,000 o r g a n i z e d  
workers, also advocated a Na
tional Conference of Labor of 
all international and local 
unions bodies “ for the purpose 
of consideration and action 
on the problem of defending 
labor’s rights.”  to be held not 
later than July 31, 1947.

BANKRUPT POLICY
However, the CIO and AFL 

leaders rejected out of hand any 
suggestion of m ilitant union ac
tion, such as the much-demand
ed nation-wide protest strike. 
AFL Teamsters President Dan
iel J. Tobin, always in the fore
front of reactionary attacks on 
the union ranks, went so far as 
to urge the workers to abide by 
the Slave Labor Law “ scrupu
lously.”  He slandered the hun
dreds of thousands of workers 
who have called for a nation
wide strike as “ enemies of labor.”

The top union leaders like
wise indicated they intended to

continue their bankrupt and 
dangerous policy of supporting 
capitalist politicians for offios. 
While they threaten to work for 
the defeat of those who voted 
for the Slave Labor Law, they re
assured Wall Street’s Democra
tic and Republican hatchet-men 
that they are opposed to break
ing w ith the capitalist two- 
party political monopoly and 
forming a labor party.

Truman, whose last-minute 
vote-catching veto gesture gave 
the union leaders a pretext for 
passing him off as a “ friend of 
labor,”  made i t  clear last week 
he intends to enforce the Slave 
Labor Law to the fu ll.

Not a single rational pretext 
remains for the union leaders’ 
continued hostility to a labor 
party. Yet they still try to cling 
to the political coat-tails of Big 
Business.

The workers .have long since 
shown their desire for a party of 
their own. But they must break 
through the obstruction and 
hostility of the union leaders to 
a labor party.

The Slave Labor Law and its 
promulgators w ill be smashed 
decisively only on the political 
arena. The weapon needed is la
bor’s own party.

AFL PAINTERS IN New York 
OUST LOUIS WEINSTOCK

JULY 1—“ Let the Senators dig the coal!”  was the em
bittered war-cry of 250,000 soft coal miners who angrily 
quit the pits last week in a spontaneous strike against 
the venomous Ta ft - Hartley 
Slave Labor Act.

By the week-end, all mines 
were down as the strike contin
ued directly into the scheduled 
10-day vacation period for 400,- 
000 members of the AFL United 
Mine Workers.

On July 8, when the paid va
cation ends, the miners are de
termined to have a new and im
proved contract or act on their 
traditional slogan: "No contract, 
no work!”

The UMW’s contract with the 
government ended yesterday, 
with expiration of the Smith- 
Connally Anti-Strike Act under 
which Truman seized the mines 
in May 1946 in an attempt to 
break the mine strike.

All the savage blows of the 
government against the miners— 
the injunction and fine levied by 
a Federal District judge, the Su
preme Court decision against the 
UMW and John L. Lewis, the 
Taft-Hartley Act directed most 
immediately against the mine 
workers—all these have failed to 
curb the miners’ fighting spirits.
Their latest action is an expres-

! sion of the American workers’ 
wrath against the new union- 
busting law. This is but the be
ginning of wholesale defiance.

Already the miners’ challenge 
to the Slave Labor Law has 
brought rumors of a split in the 
mine operators front. I t  is re
ported that several of the big
gest mine owners, including U. S. 
Steel, have offered to grant the 
UMWs wage demands of $13.05 
for an eight-hour, portal-to- 
portal day instead of the pres
ent $11.85 for nine hours over
all.

But other issues of equal im
portance to the miners, such as 
safety and health and welfare 
provisions, remain completely 
deadlocked. The coal operators 
are working to blast these vital 
gains from the UMW contract.

Newspapers last week sneered 
that the mine strikers didn’t  
even know the exact provisions 
of the new law. Neither did most 
of the Congressmen who voted 
for it—they just knew i t  was 
against the unions. The miners 
knew that too.

Rent Hike, Eviction 
Drive On Full Blast

One day after Truman 
signed the Rent Decontrol 
Bill, the N. Y. Times report
ed: “ Elimination of the re- 
quirement for Office of Rent 
Control certifications for most 
eviction actions threatened to 
bring thousands of eviction 
cases into the municipal 
courts here (New York City) 
from three to six months 
sooner than had been possible 
heretofore.”

The July 1 N. Y. World- 
Telegram, reporting a survey 
by Scripps-Howard newspa
pers, ran headlines: “NA
TION - WIDE RENT HIKE 
DRIVE ON—Landlords Lose 
Little  Time Seeking 15%— 
Pressure On, Survey Shows.”

NEW YORK, June 28 — In- 
a hotly contested election for 
Secretary-Treasurer of Dis
tric t Council 9 of the AFL 
Painters Union, M artin Rar- 
back, candidate of the Pro
gressive Caucus, defeated 
Louis Weinstock, candidate 
of the Rank &  File Caucus, 
by a vote of 2991 to 2796.

Weinstock, a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Commun
ist Party, held office for approx
imately 10 years. Last year, Rar- 
back came within 13 votes of be
ing elected against Weinstock. 
This set the stage for the strug
gle waged this year to wrest con
trol of the union from the Stal
inist machine.

The Rarback group conducted 
a vigorous campaign against the 
sell-out record of the Weinstock 
administration. In  the 10 years 
of Stalinist control the union 
had declined to the point where 
open shop conditions prevailed.
ADMIT BETRAYAL

Approximately 75% of the 
trade remained unorganized. The 
bosses had unlimited control of 
hiring and firing. The speedup 
system reigned unchecked. Un
employment mounted as non
union bosses encroached more 
and more on the union’s juris
diction.

These conditions were due in 
large measure to the Stalinist

I war-time policy of union sur- 
! render. Under the hammering 
of the Rarback group the Stal
inists were forced to admit their 
war-time betrayal. In the Rank 
& File Painter, their caucus pa
per, they confessed:

"During the war years, regu
lar organizing drives in the paint
ing industry were sharply cur
tailed because of the war. I t  is 
true that this period presented 
an opportunity to the Union of 
really enforcing conditions in 
shops signed by District Council 
9. This was not done to any 
great extent. Our win-the-war 
efforts took up most of our time.”

Being unable to defend their 
record in the union, the Stalin
ists resorted to the most violent 
and unrestrained campaign of 
slander against Rarback and his 
supporters. They attacked the 
opposition as “ gangsters, rack
eteers,”  and, of course, "T rot- 
skyites.”  In their factional fren
zy the Stalinists completely aban
doned every decent standard of 
working class behavior. To illus
trate:
SLANDEROUS LIE

In  the primary election, which 
is held to nominate candidates 
for Secretary-Treasurer, the 
Rank & File Painter came out 
and accused Weinstock’s oppon
ent of having scabbed during 
the 1937 general Painters strike.

This slanderous lie was imme

diately nailed by the Progres
sive Painter, caucus paper of the 
Rarback group. Photostatic cop
ies of the picket card and other 
documentary evidence was pro
duced proving that the man ac
cused of "scabbing” had been ar
rested for union activity on the 
picket line, jailed and released 
on bail supplied by the union.

The Stalinist slander cam
paign served mostly to discredit 
their candidate. The members 
of the union turned out in force 
on the day of election. The total 
vote cast was the largest in many 
years. Of the 11 local unions 
comprising District Council 9, 
seven endorsed Rarback prior to 
the election on June 28.

In a short speech made after 
the returns were announced, 
Rarback declared he would de
vote his energy to rebuilding the 
Painters Union and restoring i t  
to the position i t  once held in 
the forefront of the Building

rades.

Notice On New 
Publication Date

Effective with the next is
sue, The M ilitan t’s publica
tion date w ill be advanced 
from Saturday to Monday. In 
most cases subscribers will re
ceive their copies one or two 
days later in the week than 
under the Saturday publica
tion date.

Labor Must Build Own Party 
To Combat Taft-Hartley Act
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Fight Slave Law W ith Labor Party
( Continued from  Page 1)

CIO and AFL leaders into national jo in t action. They 
initiated local jo in t actions in  scores of communities. They 
poured out by the hundreds of thousands in  protest dem
onstrations. They flooded Washington w ith  letters, tele
grams and petitions. They demanded a 24-hour nation
wide protest strike. Against the opposition of the top AFL 
and CIO leaders they tried to organize a national labor 
caravan to Washington. The coal miners downed tools 
in  Western Pennsylvania.

The overwhelming demand of the ranks was for united 
mass action. This sentiment reached its climax the very 
day the act was passed, in  a mighty spontaneous strike 
tha t swept through the coal fields.

Why They Got A w ay w ith  I t
In  the face of the workers’ determination to resist 

Wall Street’s attack, Congress nevertheless steamrollered 
through the savage Taft-Hartley Act. How did these po
litica l representatives of the rapacious rich, this hand
fu l of political hatchetmen, dare to strike such a blow 
against 15,000,000 organized workers, their families and 
allies? What made them so sure they could get away 
w ith  it?

They consider themselves immune from public wrath 
and reprisal for two reasons: 1) Wall Street has a monop
oly of politics; 2) The labor bureaucrats oppose mass ac
tion and independent labor politics.

Big Business wields the government as a powerful 
weapon against labor. Wall Street’s legislators pass the 
laws. Its  courts decide their constitutionality. Its ad
ministrators enforce them.

Wall Street’s political monopoly is maintained through 
the two major parties, the Republicans and Democrats, 
controlled lock, stock and barrel by the ruling corporate 
Interests.

The campaign promises made to the workers by these 
political Siamese twins are nothing but lies designed to 
catch votes! In  office an occasional liberal gesture is 
designed for the same vote-getting purposes.

Truman’s conduct on anti-labor legislation affords a 
striking example of how a Wall Street political chieftain 
operates. He took the lead in the labor-hating drive of 
1946. He threatened the miners and seamen w ith m ili
tary force. He smashed the railroad strike. He called a 
special jo in t session of Congress to demand shot-gun pas
sage of a law to draft strikers and force them back on the 
job at the point of a bayonet. He initiated the injunction 
action against the miners and solicited the Supreme Court 
to uphold the injunction and to plunder the miners’ treas
ury w ith a gigantic fine. A t the opening of the 80th Con
gress, he called for legal restrictions on the unions. He 
signed the b ill tha t outlawed portal-to-portal pay and 
swindled American workers out of billions of dollars in 
back wages.

The Republicans and Democrats in Congress took 
their cue from Truman. As they vied with each other 
in  cooking up the harshest anti-labor laws, Truman— 
looking ahead to the 1948 elections—changed his tactics. 
He hoped to evade political responsibility for the oppres
sive law. He became silent, uttering no protest as the 
Taft-Hartley Act was slicked through Congress.

Then, at the last hour, Truman made his grandstand 
play for labor support by a belated veto. This was the 
selling-point he provided the top labor bureaucrats in 
their efforts to peddle the Democratic Party in  1948.

As for the Democrats In Congress, who have long 
painted themselves as “ friends”  of labor, they gave a 
decisive majority to the Slave Labor Law—voting 106 to 71 
in  the House and 20 to 22 in the Senate.

L ab o r Leaders Tied to Capita lism
But in  spite of Wall Street’s political monopoly, even 

the most calloused capitalist political gangsters would have 
hesitated to pass such a sweeping anti-labor law if  they 
had not received objective aid from the cowardly and 
treacherous top union bureaucrats.

These “ labor statesmen”  — Murray, Green, Lewis, 
Reuther, Tobin, Dubinsky, and so on down the list—did 
litt le  more than call names while the Taft-Hartley Act 
impended. They really put their hearts only into the job 
of discouraging and squelching effective mass action. They 
believed i t  possible to sweep back the reactionary tide w ith 
a paper broom of telegrams and petitions.

Finally, these cringing union bureaucrats did their 
best to behead any movement for independent labor po
litica l action through organization of a labor party. They 
grasped at any pretext to oppose a clean-cut break of the 
labor movement from the two-party system of Wall Street. 
Not all the violated campaign promises, not all of Truman’s 
strikebreaking, not even the revolt of the voters in  No
vember 1946 against Democratic misrule and corruption 
could swerve the allegiance of these union leaders to the 
capitalist politicians.

P o lit ic a l Deception and B e traya l
Why do these labor leaders continue to support Wall 

Street’s political parties? They are bound to the capital
ist system and its way of life by their whole tradition and 
training. They are tied by a thousand threads to the 
capitalist government and the political parties of Wall 
Street. A few union officials, like Lewis, stand under the 
Republican wing of the Wall Street vulture. Most of them 
flock under the Democratic wing. They know no other 
political game but that of back-room deals, petty intrigues, 
and button-holing labor’s political enemies for small per
sonal favors.

The most pernicious group in  this monstrous political 
deception and betrayal of the workers is the so-called 
Communist Party—the Stalinists. During the war, the 
Stalinists were the most servile supporters of the Dem
ocratic administration, the leading advocates of the no
strike pledge, notorious finks and strikebreakers, shame
less supporters of Roosevelt’s demand for universal labor 
conscription.

In  November 1946 they attempted to whitewash Dem
ocratic reaction and called on the workers to back the 
party of Bilbo, Rankin, Boss Hague, Boss Kelly and Tam
many Hall. They urged the workers to vote for Demo
cratic candidates who were openly spewing anti-labor, 
red-baiting, war-mongering poison. Today they continue 
as loyal supporters of the Murray bureaucracy and apolo
gists fo r their cowardly policies.

The union bureaucrats are doing their utmost to beat 
down the swelling demand of the ranks for the forma
tion òf a làbor party One of the firs t things OIQ Presi
dent Philip Murray assured the capitalists after the en
actment of the Slave Labor Law was tha t the CIÒ o ffic ia l
dom had no intention of supporting any th ird  patty move
ment. As for the AFL chiefs, they continued their old 
sing-song of “ reward your friends and punish your en
emies”—when the Republicans smash you over the head, 
offer your back to the Democratic knife, and vice versa.

These bureaucrats either do no.t understand or delib
erately shut their eyes to what is really at stake in the 
present crucial struggle between the capitalist class and 
the working class.

The immediate issue is the distribution of the national 
income. Who w ill get the benefits of the wealth produced 
by American labor? What w ill be the share of the work
ers in the national income and who w ill determine it? 
Who shall control the country’s rich resources and receive 
the wealth produced by the to il and sweat of the working 
people?

The billionaire monopolists have answered these ques
tions in accordance w ith their own selfish interests. They 
mean to continue, at any cost, the ir control of the na
tional economy and to exploit its resources and labor 
power for their own exclusive benefit.

The basic issue confronting American labor, in its fu ll 
implications, is: Who shall govern the land? What class 
shall govern this country? What shall be the fate of man
kind?

We The People
B y M arvel Scholl

I t  seems there is a new and 
better way of getting a raise out 
of the boss — "better,”  that is, 
than Just baldly asking for one 
or joining a union.

By these two latter methods 
you are likely to hurt the boss’s 
feelings and create an atmos
phere most uncongenial. The new 
method is advocated by Loire 
Brophy in  her book There’s 
Room A t The Top. One of its 
chapters, How To Get a Raise, 
is published in the July issue of 
Scope.

You do i t  by innuendo. You 
use sly, indirect methods to in
dicate to the boss that you could 
use a b it more money. For in
stance, one bright young man is 
reputed to have gotten his pay 
envelope fattened by remarking 
airily to the boss that he was go
ing to buy him self a new suit for 
his wife’s birthday present.

“ She says that is what she 
wants more than anything else," 
he remarked as he and the boss 
were leaving the office together 
on pay day. “ Of course I ’m go
ing to get her something special 
too, but i t  h  going to strain the 
old budget.”  The next week he 
got his raise.

According to the author’s 
theory, this young man accom
plished his purpose not only 
without hurting his dqar boss- 
man’s feelings, but he actually 
did the old dear a favor — he 
allowed Mr. Boss to do something 
“good”  and thus get his batter
ed old ego bolstered up a bit!.

Maybe when you have suffi
cient income to allow you to buy 
yourself a new suit of clothes 
and do “ something special”  for 
the little  woman all out of one 
pay check, you get a different 
perspective on the boss’s sensiti
vity. Or maybe this guy’s boss 
had hia sensitivity located in a 
different area. A ll my bosses 
have had all their most sensitive 
feelings located squarely in their 
pocketbooks.

•  *  *

and, above all, figh t on the main arena— the field of 
politics.

We can be assured tha t this onerous, hateful law w ill 
be wiped off the books and the American working people 
safeguarded against the passage of even worse laws—only 
when the political representatives of Wall Street are driven 
from the seats of government. Never again must they 
be entrusted w ith power they can turn against the wel
fare, security and inalienable rights of American workers.

Right now is the time to build the Labor Party, the 
independent political instrument of the American work
ers. To hesitate or procrastinate in carrying out this Task 
No. 1 is to invite disaster.

A National United Labor Conference of representa
tives of all unions, w ith fu ll rank-and-file representation, 
must be convened as quickly as possible. The main point 
on the agenda must be the complete break of the unions 
from the Capitalist parties and the launching of the La
bor Party.

“ A  Labor Slate in  ’48 !”
The slogan of this Conference must be: “ A Labor Slate 

in  ’48! Put Labor in  the White House! No one in Con
gress not controlled by Labor!”

In  every state, in every community, the unions must 
get together and form state q,nd local organizations to 
run independent labor candidates for every office from 
Governor down. The machinery for running labor candi
dates already exists in many communities in the form 
of the CIO Political Action Committee and AFL-CIO Joint 
Action Committees. These must be converted into real 
instruments for independent labor political action in con
trast to the present policy of supporting capitalist party 
“ friends of labor.”

Can the workers count on the top labor bureaucrats 
to take the firs t steps in in itia ting  this great move for
ward? Unfortunately, no. The bureaucrats are now 
urging' the workers to lim it themselves to appeals in the 
slow-moving, corporation-dominated courts. Relinquish 
the figh t to a few high-priced lawyers! That is the sniv
eling counsel of the “ labor statesmen.”

Whom can the workers depend on to begin organizing 
a Labor Party and lead an effective struggle to repeal the 
Slave Labor Law? They must depend on themselves. 
There are thousands of courageous, tested and far-sighted 
fighters in  the ranks of the unions. They are the back
bone of the shop committees, the picket-line captains, 
the men and women who built the unions and stood firm  
in times of storm and stress.

To ta l W ar A ga inst Labo r
There is no misunderstanding among the top circles 

of the capitalist class about the real issues. That is why 
they figh t as a class, w ith every weapon at their com
mand, mercilessly and without compromise. The Taft- 
Hartley Act is a declaration of total war against labor. 
In  this total war, their chief weapon is their political 
monopoly, their statè apparatus, their government, their 
two-party system.

That is why they resist w ith such ferocity any at
tempt of the workers to break away from the two-party 
system and start down the road to independent political 
action through a labor party.

Consider the implication of that special section of the 
Slave Labor Law on political action. This makes i t  a crim
inal offense for a union to engage in a political campaign. 
I t  prohibits union publications from so ^uch  as publishing 
the political record 6Ï the very legislators who pushed 
through the union-busting Slave Labor Law.

W ill American labor, this mighty giant, meekly sub
m it to the Slave Labor Law?

Such a cowardly capitulation is belied by the whole 
tradition of struggle of the American workers. I t  is be
lied by the age-long struggle of humanity for progress and 
against oppression. I t  is belied by the entire record of 
revolutionary resistance to vicious laws imposed by brutal 
ruling m inority classes. American history itself is filled 
w ith such glorious struggles.

The T rad ition  o f  Am erican Struggle
All the capitalist politicans and the kept press are 

advising labor, “ Now that this is the law of the land, you 
ought to be good sports and knuckle under.” They are 
trying to impose on labor’s credulity, as i f  i t  were a parlor 
game where sportsmanship demands a “ good loser,”  and 
not a crucial issue „affecting the welfare and rights of 
the American people.

This nation was founded in  revolutionary struggle 
against tyrannical decrees. When the Sons of Liberty 
dumped British tea in  Boston Harbor in defiance of the 
hated Stamp Act and the Minute Men at Lexingtqn fired 
the shot heard round the world, they set an example for 
lovers of freedom in  handling such despotic “ laws of the 
land.”  The heroic Abolitionists who defied the Fugitive 
Slave Act and aided thousands of Negro slaves to escape 
to freedom, likewise set an example for the American 
workers of today in opposing such decrees as the 1947 
Slave Labor Law.

In  the heroic tradition of the Sons of Liberty and 
the Abolitionists, labor today w ill figh t against the T a ft- 
Hartley Act w ithout compromise, w ith every weapon at 
its command, on every front.

During thé war the union workers displayed su ffi
cient resourcefulness, m ilitancy and solidarity to counter
act the anti-labor designs of the Smith-Connally anti
strike law and to preserve their union organizations. We 
can be sure that they w ill now display the same qualities 
in even greater measure to prevent the atomization of 
their unions and preserve the integrity and fighting capac
ities of their organizations.

Labor w ill figh t on the picket lines, figh t in  the courts

Join the Socialist Workers P a rty
These are the men and women who must forge a new 

leadership; a leadership imbued with courage and devo
tion and class consciousness. This leadership must be 
prepared to meet the great political tasks facing the Amer
ican working class.

Over and over again the workers have indicated their 
desire for a new party, a party of their own, to figh t 
against capitalist rule and corruption. Hundreds of un
ion locals have passed resolutions for a new party. Several 
CIO international unions have gone on record for a break 
with the capitalist Republican and Democratic parties.

The next step is to mobilize the union militants, arouse 
the ranks and break down the inertia and resistance of 
the top bureaucrats.

The formation of an independent Labor Party w ith 
a program of m ilitan t struggle against Wall Street w ill 
inspire a crusade of the people against entrenched reac
tion. A ll the poor people, all the oppressed races and 
minorities, a ll who face nerve-wracking insecurity under 
capitalism, are looking for political leadership and a pro
gram. They want a way out of poverty, depressions, race 
hatred, wars and fascism.

Those who assume the initiative in  the struggle for 
the political emancipation of the American workers must 
unite w ith all like-minded people in  labor’s ranks.

They w ill find such people in  the ranks of the Social
ist Workers Party. This is the only party that has fought 
consistently and uncompromisingly against the American 
monopolists. I t  is the party that has fought year in  and 
year out for the political independence of the working 
class. I t  is the party that has called from the firs t for 
united mass action to defeat the anti-labor drive. I t  is 
the party in the forefront of the struggle for the aboli
tion of monopoly capitalist rule and for the establish
ment of a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

A ll who earnestly want to prepare themselves fo r lead
ership in the great emancipating struggle for peace, plenty 
and security owe i t  to themselves and their cause to jo in  
the Socialist Workers Party.

Only the working class can provide tha t leadership 
and program. I t  is for organized labor to recogniz^ Its 
duty and historic destiny as the leader of all the oppressed 
and rally them to its political banner.

ing New York, has granted C.664 
rent increases to landlords who 
pleaded their cases on the basis 
of the “ hardship”  loophole in 
the federal rent control legisla
tion.

Rent increases average $4.40 
per month, and set a new base 
on which future increases can be 
computed — including the 15% 
“ amicable”  agreement you are 
expected to negotiate with your 
landlord after June 30.

In  not one of these cases were 
tenants notified that their land-- 
lord was seeking an increase. The 
firs t notice they got was when 
the landlord sent them a notice 
of a rent boost, accompanied by 
the ORC ruling. A spokesman for 
the New York Area ORC said 
that even if the tenants had 
known about the hearings, they 
couldn’t have attended: “ The 
confidential nature of the land
lord’s business and figures made 
i t  impossible for the ORC to al
low affected tenants to attend 
the hearings.”  But, this spokes
man contends, the tenant is still 
“protected.”

A ll the tenant has to do is pay 
the increase. And then he can go 
to the area rent office and certify 
that the landlord has discontin
ued services, refused repairs, etc. 
I f  the facts warrant it, the ORC 
might reopen the case.

That’s about as much protec
tion as an umbrella in a hurri
cane.

During the last four months 
the Office of Rent Control (ORC) 
in  the five-state area, includ-
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Germany 1947.

T h e  W o rk in g -C la s s  
P a rtie s  In  G e rm a n y

By Ernest Germain

M adras Textile Strike Firm 
Despite Government Attacks

The common feature of the two political parties in  
Germany wnich claim to be working class parties — the 
Social -Democratic Party (SPD) and the Stalinist Party 
(KPD in the Western zones, SED in  the Russian zone) — 
is tha t they both accept as 
the basis for their political 
activity the Potsdam decla
ration, the myth of the collect
ive guilt of the German people.
Consequently, they both apply 
themselves to collaborating loy
ally with the occupation powers.
Neither of the two organizations 
th ink for a moment of advancing 
the slogan of withdrawal of the 
occuption troops.

In  the Russian zone, the So
cialist Unity Party (SED), un
der the leadership of the Stal
inists, considers as its main task 
the justification of each meas
ure of the Russian m ilitary ad
ministration. Although it  car
ries on at the same time frenz
ied nationalist agitation for the 
unification of Germany, even 
making frequent use of Nazi 
phraseology, it  still stands for 
complete submission to the ord
ers of the “ conquerors.” Thus 
we read in the February 1947 
issue of its theoretical magazine 
Einheit:
“ GERMANY G U ILTY”

“ Since Germany is gu ilty of 
having started the war, i t  w ill 
have to accept the verdict and 
judgment passed by the peoples, 
no matter what i t  may be.”

The Social Democratic Party 
has shown just slightly more in 
dependence — in words! — than 
the Stalinist Party. But Herr 
Schumacher remains in the same 
party with the Bavarian “ so
cialist”  Hoegner. an open sup
porter of federalism; he main
tains the closest ties with the 
“ socialist”  Blum, under whose 
leadership measures were taken 
to annex the Saar to France; 
and in  his speeches in England 
he didn’t  leave the slightest 
doubt that he is calling upon 
the imperialists, and not the ac
tion of the masses, to bring 
about the “ gradual emancipation 
of the country from its present 
bondage.”

Does this mean that these two 
parties should be considered 
“ Quisling parties” ? Not in the 
same sense that this term had 
during the Hitlerite occupation 
of Western Europe. Although 
these parties are under the lead
ership of politicians who are 
simply instruments of the various 
occupation powers, they are nev
ertheless the legal gathering 
place for all political activity 
existing in the working class.
There is no question whatsoever j 
that the future revolutionary 
party in Germany will be formed 
in  large measure out of the op
positionist militants who are still, 
at the present moment, in the 
SPD, the KPD and the SED.

Is there more or less internal 
democracy in these parties? Ap- , 
parently no more than in the re
formist and Stalinist parties in | 
other countries. The special

The Seventh In A 
Series Of Articles

conditions in Germany actually 
promote the formation of a bu
reaucracy without political in 
dependence or moral backbone: 
how easy i t  is to "convince” 
when life or death often depends 
on a package from the United 
States!
SPECIAL DEGENERATION

But despite the utter corrup
tion of the top layers of both 
parties, there is a special phe
nomenon which makes the at
mosphere of these parties d if
ferent from the stifling atmos
phere of the old parties on the 
rest of the continent.

This special phenomenon is 
the fact that the degeneration 
has not followed a “normal” and 
“ gradual”  course, but has come 
about in great leaps. Thousands 
of sincere communist militants, 
educated in the Third Period 
spirit, have been confronted day 
after day with a political line 
from “ their” party which puts 
it  far to the right of the Social 
Democracy in  1933.

Three O f A  K in d  In  Labor-H aters

Although the corruption also 
penetrated the concentration 
camps, it  is nevertheless to these 
camps that, by one of the strang
est paradoxes, we owe the fact 
that Germany today unquestion
ably has more genuinely com
munist cadres than any other 
country in Europe. Having got
ten over their first reaction of 
stupefaction, a considerable sec
tion of these cadres—the back
bone of the conscious proletar
iat—is taking, and w ill take 
more and more, the road of op
position and split. This is the 
explanation for the increasing 
number of public splits which 
have occurred for some time 
w ithin the KPD.
TRADITION LIVES

The German Social Democracy, 
along with the Austrian Social 
Democracy, is today the only 
socialist party in Europe which 
still contains thousands of mem
bers educated in the Marxist tra
dition, even though a scholastic 
and emasculated "Marxism” ! 
The attempt to inculcate in 
them a “ humanitarian socialism” 
a la Blum or a "Fabian Labor 
Party-ism,”  a la Attlee — with 
silk stockings, and weekly at
tendance at church on Sunday! 
—must inevitably run headlong 
into violent resistance.

We must add that the interna
tionalist tradition remains alive 
in the tens of thousands of young 
socialists—and here we find the 
objective bases for the steady 
development of centrist currents 
within the SPD as in the KPD.

These currents exert pressure 
on the leadership—undeniably a

The U.S. government last week 
announced the sale to China of 
130 million rounds of small am
munition at one-tenth of its pro
curement cost of 6 Vi million 
dollars. The ammunition was 
manufactured to Chinese speci
fications during 1942-44, sup
posedly for use against Japan. 
Now it  will be used against Chin
ese opponents of the Chinese dic
tatorship.

*  *  *

The Radical Party, biggest of 
the anti-Peronist bourgeois or
ganizations in Argentina, was 
last week reported to have at
tacked the U.S. arms-standard- 
ization plan because i t  would 
provide weapons for “ govern
ments that suppressed democra
cy” and strengthen “ profession
al militarism”  in Latin Amer
ica. Posters of this party plas
tered around Buenos Aires des
cribed Peron’s regime as one 
that would be strengthened by 
the receipt of arms from the 
U.S.

*  *  *

British correspondents in War
saw report that the Polish Com
munist Party is now undergoing 
an extensive purge and that hun
dreds of party members have 
been expelled: "Itne principal 
offenses are drunkenness, disso
lute living, and the mishandling 
of public funds. The most com
mon offense seems to be the ex
ploitation by the communists of 
their public function for their
greater personal profit.”

*  *  *

Recruitment offices for enlist
ment with the French Foreign 
Legion in mdo-China have been 
opened in several large cities in 
the French occupation zone of 
Germany. A very large number 
of former Waffen SS members 
were recruited in prisoner-of- 
war camps in France and have 
been fighting in  Indo-China since

the beginning of the hostilities 
there.

*  •  ♦

The series of strikes sweeping 
back and forth, across France 
continued last week, with the 
miners agreeing to return to work 
on the basis of a compromise of
fer raising wages 35 francs a day 
plus additional bonuses. The 
Stalinists, who do not lead these 
’strikes but try to make political

By V. Karalasingham
COLOMBO, Ceylon, June 19—In  Madras at any rate 

the Congress Party has stripped itself of all democratic 
trappings. I t  stands nakedly before the masses club in 
hand, as a strike-breaking 
and union-smashing agency 
of the Indian bourgeoisie.
While in the rest of India it  
seeks to play such a role by

Smiling over the ir success in forcing the T a ft-IIa rtle y  b ill 
through Congress, (le ft to righ t) Senators Irv ing  M. Ives, (New 
York), Robert A. T a ft (Ohio), and Joseph H. Ball, (M inn
esota), congratulate each other. These three were leaders In 
the campaign to wreck labor’s rights, crush the unions, lower 
liv ing standards and to destroy labor’s political action ac
tivities. ”

—Federated Picture

promoting company unions, in  
Madras itself i t  has taken the 
firs t decisive steps in this di
rection.

I t  is not an accident that the 
first blows of the bourgeois 
counter-attack should be direct
ed against the Trotskyist-led 
Madras Labor Union. The bour
geoisie is fu lly aware that the 
Trotskyists alone have a round
ed program in the trade union 
field and are the most uncom
promising defenders of work
ing class interests. Hence the 
particularly vicious nature of the 
Congress Party campaign against 
the Bolshevik-Leninists in Mad
ras.

Despite the, one-day general 
strike of over 100,000 Madras 
workers, the Congress Govern
ment did not release Comrade 
Antonipillai. A series of protest 
meetings in India and Ceylon, 
coupled with the protests of va
rious sections of the Fourth In 
ternational, compelled the Con
gress Government to make some 
move in the matter of the re
lease of Comrade Antonipillai.

I t  resolved the question by a 
very simple device, or at least

Sentiment For New Party 
Shown By Wallace Tour

By A rth u r Burch
The successful tour of Henry Wallace has highlighted 

the growing revulsion of the American people to the Tru
man war doctrine. The huge crowds who came to hear 
Wallace have frightened the
industrialists and their po
litica l puppets. For they 
recognize that these record-size 
audiences in an election off-year 
represent a political threat.

The attacks leveled against 
Wallace by the monopolists and 
their hirelings, the attempts to 
gag him and the hostility he has 
encountered from the capitalist 
press; have only served to en
dear him all the more to his fol
lowers. The capitalists hate and 
fear Wallace not for what he 
is likely to do, for they know 
he stands four-square on the 
capitalist system, but rather for 
daring to express some of the 
sentiments beginning to crystal
lize in the minds of the American 
people.

Wallace has not only exposed 
some unpleasant truths ?.bout 
the role of American imperial
ism abroad and at home, but 
he has also tied up the Truman 
Doctrine with the Taft-Hartley 
B ill as a blow directed at labor. 
"The Taft-Hartley Bill was of 
one piece with the Truman 
Doctrine,”  he declared.
MANUFACTURE WAR

In his Washington speech on 
June 16, he stated; “ I f  no agree
ment is reached, when depression 
hits, we can either let Russia 
save us with large purchases of 
goods at depression prices or we 
can manufacture a war as an 
escape from the doldrums of de
pression and to ward off any 
moves toward socialism which 
might be undertaken in a time 
of crisis.”

And in New Jersey he re
marked that he was out “ to find 
those who will carry on the fight 
against the warmongers and de
pression makers.”

WALLACE

pressing for a radical solution 
to their problems.

Wallace is alarmed by this 
mood no less than the monopo
lists. But he fears that brute 
force, instead oi subduing the 
masses at home and abroad, will 
only drive them the more irre
sistibly on the road to revolu
tion. I t  is to defend capitalism, 
in which he has such unbound
ed faith, that Wallace is saying 
out loud what the workers are 
thinking; only in this way will

that the workers insist on form
ing their own party, in which 
case he will try to steer them 
into a third capitalist party in 
the tradition of Theodore Roos
evelt and the older LaFollette.

Like all liberals, Wallace will 
desert the cause of the workers 
in time of crisis, as, his record 
shows, he supported the last im
perialist war. H t has already 
hedged on his opposition to the 
Truman Doctrine by asserting 
American imperialism “ should” 
go ‘ to war against the Soviet 
Union if its financial interests 
in the Near East were threat
ened. He changed “ should”  to 
"would”  when he realized this 
remark was a little  too previous 
and apt to scare off some of his 
followers. But he left little  doubt 
thereby that he would be found 
on the war bandwagon when the 
time came.

Although Wallace must inevi
tably lead his labor and middle 
class following into a blind alley, 
his tour has involuntarily suc
ceeded in showing that there 
is already a strong sentiment in 
this country for the creation of 
a labor party to fight against 
war and reaction.

pressure of radicalization. But
this pressure is limited, because 
both the KPD and the SPD are 
small in genuine members. One 
mustn’t  be taken in by the in 
flated membership figures given 
by the leaders of these parties. 
The trade unions, too, list six 
million members today, more 
than in 1932—on paper.
HOW MASSES VOTE

On the other hand, a much 
more conclusive factor in ex
planation of the political turns 
of both these parties is their de
sire to win the sympathies of 
the great passive masses who 
make up the bulk of the elector
ate. We can be certain that the 
genuine sympathy of the masses 
will not go to these parties, since 
they dare not take a stand 
against the occupation powers.

Nevertheless the masses vote, 
though reluctantly, for what 
they consider the lesser evil. 
Hence Schumacher’s demagogic 
campaign, hence the frenzied 
nationalism of the Stalinists. 
They both hope to make the 
masses forget their own crimes 
by hysterically denouncing the 
crimes of their rival.

But i f  this demagogy impress
es the older layers of workers, it 
has no effect on the mass of 
young workers. The great ma
jo rity  of these young workers 
today are nowhere, neither in 
the SPD, nor the KPD, nor with 
the underground Nazis. They 
are waiting for a new movement 
which will furnish an answer for 
their restlessness, express their 
concerns, concretize their desire 
for an overturn and at the same 
time open up a positive way out 
of the present chaos.

Germany has always been 
the country where theoretical 
thought has been carried fu rth 
est. I t  would be interesting to 
demonstrate in greater detail the 
terrible degeneration of the re
formist and Stalinist bureau
cracies, by a detailed analysis of 
their present “ theoretical”  posi
tions. We will lim it ourselves 
here to one simple example.

According to the Stalinists, the 
question of transforming Ger
many into a workers’ republic 
cannot be posed at the present 
stage because “ the German peo
ple are not yet ready for i t ”  
(sic!). The program of the 
Stalinist party explicitly guar
antees private property. Further
more, the Stalinists say. that 
German monopoly capitalism has 
been destroyed; Germany must 
therefore “ complete its demo
cratic revolution, which miscar
ried in 1848 and in 1918”  (!), 
and along this road it  w ill “grad
ually arrive at socialism.” This 
fantastic nonsense passes over in 
silence not only the occupation, 
the ruins, the problems of re
construction, the question of the 
world market on which German 
economy depends so closely—but 
even the class struggle!

The Social Democracy for its 
part “ fights”—that is to say, 
begs of the "conquerors”  — for 
"socialization in the West and 
democracy in the East.”  I t  sup
ports the nationalizations in the 
British zone, which are a way 
of subjecting German economy 
to British imperialism. Its ideal 
is a bourgeois parliamentary re
public without “ private”  trusts 
but with reasonable "capitalist 
methods.”  These theories be
come more and more esoteric as 
the reformist bureaucrats fight 
more and more strenuously for 
their own juicy piece of steak.

(Nevt week: The Road to Ac
tion.)

capital out of them, demanded 
at their convention last week 
that they be readmitted into the 
Cabinet. The Ramadier govern
ment itself continues to rock 
back and forth as a new econo
mic policy is debated and all 
eyes are turned to the Foreign 

I Ministers Conference to discuss 
the so-called Marshall plan for 
European reconstruction.

*  *  *

The Hungarian Parliament 
gave fu ll powers to the new Din- 
nyes government for four 
months, after the government 
had outlined a program includ
ing a three-year plan and the 
nationalization of the banks.

Deputy Sulyok, leader of the 
right opposition to the Stalinist- 
dominated government, accused 
i t  of installing a police regime in 
Which even the private lives of 
citizens are under police super
vision, and demanded that the 
coming October elections be su
pervised by an international com
mission. A Stalinist deputy de
nounced Sulyok’s speech as “ an 
act of high treason against 
Hungary.”

When the tria l of those ar
rested for “ conspiracy against 
democracy” began in Budapest 
last month. Small Landholders 
Deputy Misteth denied his pre
vious “ confession” before the tr i
bunal, declaring i t  had been ex
torted by violence during the 
questioning he underwent in  
prison.

he be in position to channelize 
their bitter resentment into safe 
channels.
SLIPPERY FORMULAS

Wallace has used some very 
slippery formulas in his recent 
speeches. In one breath he says 
the two capitalist parties are 
reactionary, driving toward war 
and under complete control of 
the capitalists. In the next 
breath he speaks as a member 
of the Democratic Party, holding 
out the hope it  w ill not come 
under the domination of the 
capitalists but will take the path 
of peace and “ progressivism.”

He seeks to reform this Jim 
Crow Democratic Party in the 
same way and for the same rea
sons that Senator Morse of Ore
gon claims “ the only hope for 
sane and sound progressive poli
tics in America is through lib
eralizing the Republican Party.” 
Both liberals fear the party of 
labor and want the workers kept 
tied to the capitalist system.

But Wallace realizes that, de
spite his own intentions, the 
working class may take the bull 
by the horns and move quickly 
in the direction of a labor party. 
He is therefore exerting strong 
pressure on the Democratic big
wigs to put on a more liberal 
mask in order to hold on to their 
working class following.

Wallace has also blurted out 
the unassailable argument that 
it  is more important to elect a 
“ substantial number”  of con
gressmen who will champion the 
workers’ cause than to elect a 
Democratic president who is 
only a trifle  less reactionary 
than his Republican rival.

But Wallace will not bolt the 
Democratic Party until he sees

trate ordered the release of An
tonipillai on 500 rupees bail. 
Although the bond was duly ex
ecuted. he was rearrested imme
diately under the Public Safety 
Ordinance and is being detained 
in the notorious Vellore Jail.

The government made yet an
other appeal to the workers. The 
Union stood by its earlier deci
sion. Under government pres
sure, onfe of the vice-presidents 
of the union, a Congress Party 
member named Suriya Praksh- 
rao, without consulting the 
union called the workers to re
turn to work. This was repu
diated by the Union Committee 
and the vice-president was un
ceremoniously expelled.

Faced with this magnificent 
solidarity the government, de
termined to break the strike, 
took the only course open to it. 
I t  has instituted a reign of ter
ror in the working class district 
of Perambur where the m ill is 
situated.

On the specious plea that 200 
workers by intimidation were 
preventing 12,OOP workers from 
attending work and that the 
union was the “hot bed of power 
politics,”  the Congress govern
ment declared the Madras Labor 
Union an unlawful body and on 
June 9 seized its funds.

This was followed up by the 
arrest of the two remaining 
leaders of the strike. Caroline 
Antonipillai and Kalyanasundera 
Mudaliar. The Prime Minister 
himself made an appeal to the 
workers and wanted the workers 
to return to work on June 11.

Six workers responded to the 
call of the Premier This was the 
biggc:t blow to Congress pres
tige. Infuriated by this calcu
lated defiance, the Congress 
Home Minister has arrested 
nearly 200 m ill v/orkers. Neither 
the arrests nor the excesses of 
the police have caused any 
change in the situation. Even the 
six who went back to work have 
returned to the strike.

The strike that commenced 
on March 11 still continues. 
For over three months these 
workers have fought back every 
assault of the government. There 
is a lim it beyond which even 
these brave workers cannot go. 
Labor and radical organizations 
in America must lend their 
weight to the demands of these 
workers.

They should demand the leg
alization of the Madras Labor 
Union, the withdrawal of the 
case against the Union Presi
dent and his unconditional re
lease, the release of all militants 
detained, the cancellation of 
criminal proceedings against 
strikers, and t in  withdrawal of 
detention warrants.

(Editorial Note: The Socialist 
Workers Party has already tele
graphed vigorous protest against 
the repressive anti-labor acts 
and ordinances of the Congress 
Party leaders in Madras and 
other sections of India. The 
M ilitant urges all labor organ
izations favoring a free India to 
do likewise.)

How “Unification” Of Europe 
Is Used To Cloak Reaction

—A documented record 
of betrayal in the Amer
ican labor movement. 
—An exposure of the re
actionary role of Stalin
ism in the Maritime Un
ions.

By AR T PREIS
Labor Editor of 
THE MILITANT  

32 pages 10 cents
Order from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University PI., 
New York 3, N. Y.

The two wars and the devas
tating depression between them 
have had a profound effect on 
the American people. There are 
no longer any illusions about 
the next war and the next de
pression. There is no faith in the 
United Nations or the president 
or Congress. There is growing 
disgust with both the Democratic 
and Republican parties who work 
hand in glove on domestic and 
foreign measures directed against 
the welfare of the American 
people.

The American people sense 
that the capitalist class is floun
dering and has no way out of its 
dilemma except by war and fur
ther lowering of the workers' liv
ing standards. They even see 
the monopolists preparing the 
groundwork for fascism by pass
ing the Taft-Hartley B ill and 
the 48 state versions of more 
drastic anti-labor laws.

“ More than ever I  am certain 
that a new spirit is stirring in 
America which before long will 
be fe lt in Washington and 
throughout the world,”  says Wal
lace. He knows he did not in
spire this awakenirg spirit. He 
said the things he did because 
the masses were already th ink
ing them. He knows the people 
are looking for a new leadership 
and no campaign of red-baiting 
is going to swerve them from

By John G. W right
The entire modern history 

of Europe shows how reac
tionary is Marshall’s plan 
which, i t  is claimed, w ill 
achieve the economic u n ifi
cation of the old continent 
on a capitalist basis.

In the space of a little  more 
than three decades — from 1914 
to 1947 — there have been sev
eral capitalist attempts to “ uni
fy ” Europe.

The German capitalist class 
tried to accomplish this twice 
by resorting to war. Both at
tempts failed miserably.

Instead of bringing unifica
tion, the first world war pro
duced the Versailles Treaty 
which still further split up the 
productive forces of Europe by 
multiplying the existing num
ber of national frontiers and 
ta riff barriers. The end result of 
H itler’s attempt to “ organize') 
Europe has been the brutal dis
memberment of Germany her
self.

In the interval between the 
two imperialist world wars, a 
section of the French capitalist 
class, under the leadership of 
Premier Briand, engaged in a 
number of diplomatic maneuv
ers in order to achieve the uni
fication of Europe. French im
perialism was at that time the 
dominant power on the European 
continent. I t  sought through the 
Briand plan, with the slogan of 
the United States of Europe, to 
buttress itself up against the 
overwhelming strength of Am
erican imperialism and also to 
mitigate the effects of the then 
impending world depression. 
This attempt proved completely 
abortive.

I Talk of "unifying” Europe was 
resumed last year by Winston 

I Churchill when, following his 
warmongering speech at Fulton, 
Mo., he organized in London a 
committee for the “ unification 
of Europe.”

Churchill’s goal was not hard 
to discern. He hoped in this way 
to consolidate a “ Western Bloc” 
under the hegemony of Great 
Britain, which could be used 
firs t against the USSR and u l
timately as a defensive measure 
against the USA.

Marshall has thus in  effect 
merely borrowed the formula of 
Churchill who had in his turn 
revived the still-born project of 
Briand.

In  the meantime, what hap
pened to Europe in the interval 
from 1914-47 has proved be
yond the shadow of a doubt that 
under capitalism all paths to 
progress had been cut off for the 
European peoples. Worse yet, 
they found i t  impossible to re
tain levels formerly achieved.

The living standards of all 
European countries declined 
steadily between the wars. This 
economic decay found its ex
pression in  the spread of poli
tical reaction. Europe started to 
rot alive, economically, politic
ally, culturally.

At the same time, i t  became 
equally clear that the overwhel
ming preponderance of Am
erica stood as the chief obstacle 
in the way of Europe’s economic 
regeneration.

Today the living standards of 
the European countries are low
er than they were during the 
war. Furthermore, as a result of 
America’s victory over Germany 
and Japan, its preponderance 
over Europe as a whole has be-

come even more accentuated.
Unification of Europe on a 

capitalist basis therefore means 
the perpetuation of the same 
conditions that brought about 
its decay. Such a "unification”  
under the hegemony of the Uni
ted States can furthermore mean 
nothing else than the complete 
reduction of the old continent to 
the status of Wall Street’s col
onial preserve, doomed to subsist 
on American rations.

The bankrupt and corrupt 
ruling classes of Europe are only 
too happy to clutch at this pros
pect. In any case, they have little  
choice; they can survive, i f  at 
all, only with Wall Street’s aid 
and on Wall Street’s terms.

But the working class of the 
European countries, especially in 
France and Italy, have turned 
their backs on capitalism. They 
are permeated with socialist 
ideology. They have learned from 
long and bitter experience that 
there is no possibility whatever 
of a stable life, of security, em
ployment and decent living 
standards under capitalist rule. 
They are striving to establish a 
socialist system of society.

They are beginning to under
stand that the economic un ifi
cation of Europe is conceivable 
and possible only on a socialist 
basis.

What makes the Marshall 
plan so arch-reactionary is pre
cisely the fact that it  is aimed in 
the firs t instance against ,the 
socialist-minded masses abroad. 
The precondition for Mai-shall’s 
success is the subjugation of the 
working class of the European 
countries through the establish
ment of m ilita ry and police dic
tatorships, with American aid 
and under American sponsorship.

ANTONIPILLAI

so thought the Congress bosses. 
The government externed Com
rade Antonipillai from Madras 
Presidency and deported him to 
Ceylon on May 11. But the 14,- 
000 strikers of the Buckingham 
and Carnatic Mills were not to 
be satisfied by this. They de
manded as a condition for their 
return to work the withdrawal 
of the externment order against 
their President.

Indeed, so strong "Was the 
feeling of the workers that the 
reception meeting to the Con
gress Interim Government mem
bers, C. Rajagopalchariar and 
Rqjendra Prasard in Madras on 
May 19, broke up before i t  could 
commence as the demand was 
raised that the externment order 
should be cancelled.

To resolve the deadlock, Com
rade Antonipillai after attend
ing the BLPI Convention in 
Bombay, decided to defy the ban 
and on May 31 appeared at the 
strikers’ meeting to urge that 
the strike be called off on the 
basis of the government’s terms. 
The Executive Committee of the 
union had earlier accepted the 
government formula subject to 
the withdrawal of the extern
ment order.

Before Comrade Antonipillai 
could finish his speech, the Dep
uty Commissioner of Police with 
a passe of over 100 constables 
and inspectors swooped down on 
the meeting and arrested Com
rade Antonipillai. A free-for- all 
fight ensued. The police la th i- 
charged and later opened fire. 
The workers hurled stones, the 
only available weapons. Thirty 
constables were injured and sev
eral workers were arrested on 
charges of rioting and unlawful 
assembly.

A few days later Comrade An
tonipillai was produced in the 
Magistrate’s “ Court,”  not the 
usual court where the Magistrate 
sits, but in a specially hired room 
ten miles from the city. He was 
charged with having violated the 
government order on May 11. 
After a legal tussle the Magis-
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" I f  the rulers of the 
Kremlin want to complain 
that through my writing I 
am aiding a future victory 
of the. Soviet people over 
their reactionary bureau
cracy, then I can reply, 
yes, I am guilty of tha t."

Leon Trotsky

Make It Boomerang
There was one thing they all agreed on in  

Washington — both the majority of Republi
cans and Democrats who voted fo r the T a ft- 
Hartley Act, and the small m inority of Re
publicans and Democrats who voted against 
it .  And that was to keep the labor movement 
from  engaging in independent political action.

The supporters of the Taft-Hartley Act show
ed where they stood on this question by pro
h ib iting  unions from making contributions or 
expenditures in  political campaigns. They 
made i t  illegal for unions to even inform  their 
members through union publications about 
the records of the politicians in  Congress.

Truman echoed labor’s objections to these 
provisions in the bill. Yet in his veto message 
Truman showed that he too is afraid of in 
dependent labor political action:

"By raising barriers between labor and man
agement and by injecting political considera
tions into normal economic decisions, i t  (the 
b ill) would invite them to gain their ends 
through direct political action,’’ he declared. 
“ I  th ink i t  would be exceedingly dangerous to 
our country to develop a class basis for poli
tical action.’’

T a ft and Co. want to stop independent labor 
political action by a law. Truman and Co. 
th ink  such a law w ill defeat its very purpose; 
they propose to head off independent labor 
political action by posing as “ friends” of la
bor and covering up the fact that capitalist 
parties are and can be nothing but servants 
of Big Business.

The Taft-Hartley Act itself served to explode 
tha t lie. Based on the needs and interests of 
the capitalist class and supported by a major
ity  of both capitalist parties, it  proved tha t 
Democratic and Republican political action al
ready has “ a class basis,”  to use Truman’s 
term. What would really be “ dangerous”  for 
labor would be failure to meet the attack of 
capitalist class political action by engaging in 
working class political action through a labor 
party.

Let every m ilitan t study that section of Tru
man’s veto message about passage of the slave 
labor law inviting the workers “ to gain their 
ends through political action.”  That warning 
to the capitalists expressed the well-grounded 
fear of a professional politician visualizing 
how the intended victims of the measure could 
organize the most effective defense.

Well, they passed the law. Now how about 
getting busy and organizing labor’s forces for 
this “ direct political action” feared by the poli
tical hatchetmen of Big Business? That’s the 
way to convert the Taft-Hartley Act into a 
boomerang.

Two Years Of The UN
The official celebration staged by the form

er Allied powers on the second anniversary of 
the signing of the United Nations Charter 
June 26 fizzled like a wet firecracker.

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, now up to 
his neck in  raging civil rebellion against his 
hated and bloody regime, said “ the millen
nium is not in sight.”

Prime Minister Attlee of Great Britain, busy 
holding down the lid  on the colonial rebel
lions threatening to blow up the British Em
pire, declared pessimistically that the world 
“ must not expect immediate results.”  

Generalissimo Stalin, head of the counter
revolutionary Kremlin bureaucracy who 
shouted the loudest for the organization of 
the UN, refused to talk. Andrei Gromyko, 
speaking in  his behalf, added little  cheer by 
saying that two years was too short to permit 
drawing “ any fina l conclusions as to how suc
cessful the United Nations has been . . .”  

Truman was the only representative of the 
major powers who tried to sound an optim ist
ic note. As political representative of the Wall 
Street inspirers of the United Nations, Tru
man tried to make out that only “ temporary 
setbacks” have occurred. According to the 
holiday speech he read, the UN is s till “ the 
hope of the world for lasting peace.”

No one paid much attention to this o ffi
cial cheer. I t  is becoming more and more ob
vious to everyone that the United Nations is 
nothing but a second edition of the old League 
of Nations. I t  is suffering the same unhappy 
fate as that thieve’s kitchen, except at a 
much faster rate.

The UN has not halted the advance of a 
paralyzing economic depression by one day.

I t  has not helped in the cause of world peace 
by one iota. Like the old League of Nations 
I t  is nothing but a sounding board for the 
powers preparing a new world slaughter.

No, the UN is not the hope of the world for 
lasting peace. I t  is nothing Lut a false front 
designed to delude the masses.

Only by ending the rule of the capitalists 
and uniting industry in a planned and rational 
economic order can enduring peace and abund
ance for all be achieved. Not the treacherous 
mirage of the United Nations but the goal of 
a socialist world — the only hope of mankind.

The Witch Hunt
After the U. S. entered the war, Roosevelt 

did not persecute the Communist (Stalinist) 
Party. Following Krem lin orders, the Stalin
ists here were the most loud-mouthed ped
dlers of the no-strike pledge, incentive pay 
and Wall Street war propaganda. The capital
ists found them highly useful bloodhounds in  
persecuting trade union m ilitants.

Now, however, American imperialism is pre
paring for war against the Soviet Union as 
part of its blueprint for world conquest. To 
achieve this i t  must silence a ll opposition in  
the labor movement, including the opposition 
of the Stalinists.

This is the basis for the persecution of 
the “ reds” now going on. The Stalinists, Ger
hard Eisler and Eugene Dennis, have been 
convicted on technical charges although ev
eryone knows they were convicted for quite 
different reasons. Carl Marzani, former State 
Department employe, for Instance, has been 
sentenced to one to three years in prison for 
not having revealed his membership in the 
Stalinist Party. Sentence is pending on 16 
members of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee.

Even a blind man can see tha t this cam
paign is not only against the Stalinists. I t  
is part of the whole anti-labor drive. The re
actionaries intend to use the repressive ma
chinery against a ll union m ilitants and radi
cals and fina lly  against anyone who opposes 
Wall Street’s war plans.

In  the opening of World War I I  the Roosevelt 
Administration railroaded 18 leaders of the 
Socialist Workers Party to prison. These 18 
were not Krem lin agents. They were well- 
known figures in  the American labor move
ment whose only crime was opposing the im
perialist war and advocating socialism. The 
Stalinists were among the most rabid of the 
pack howling for heavy sentences against the 
Trotskyists. By their attitude then, they help
ed pave the way for the present w itch hunt.

Today this witch hunt has been extended up 
and down the labor movement and through
out the ranks of millions of government em
ployes. The purge board in the State Depart
ment can now fire an employe on testimony 
of agents whose identities are never made 
known to the accused, and for belonging to 
organizations which are never named. As the 
circle, of the witch hunt widens, i t  can eventu
ally threaten every m ilitan t who dares stand 
up and defend his union.

A ll workers must condemn these witch hunt 
tria ls and the purge of government workers. 
I t  is not all a question of defending treacher
ous and perfidious Stalinism but of defending 
the American labor movement and the civil 
rights on which this movement is grounded.

Death Of Our Society
The Emergency Committee of Atomic Sci

entists issued a statement June 29 on the re
sults of one year’s attempt to control atomic 
weapons. The Committee is a distinguished 
body, counting Albert Einstein among its 
members as well as the scientists directly in 
volved in the production of the atomic bomb.

They say “ our hopes for international 
agreement on control of atomic energy have 
come to nothing.” They ask i f  “ thoughtful 
and well-informed men”  can any longer ex
pect “ fru itfu l agreements to come out of UN 
discussions.

Far from finding a road to control of atomic 
weapons the powers "prepare feverishly for 
war . . . day and night on both the material 
and psychological planes.”  “ M ilitarism,”  they 
point out, “ is rampant throughout the world. 
In all history, never in any period of ‘peace’ 
have so many men been under arms.”

They sum up what is happening in a terse 
sentence: “ The Prussian disease of which the 
German and Japanese states have died is be
ginning to infect the conquerors.”

In  the ligh t of these facts what are the 
perspectives? Atomic bombs can now be 
“ made cheaply and in large number. They 
w ill become more destructive.”

Preparedness, they say, “ is fu tile ;”  for 
“ there is no m ilitary defense against atomic 
bombs and none is to be expected.”  Soon other 
nations w ill work out the so-called "secrets” 
and begin stockpiling bombs like the United 
States.

Then when war breaks out, "atomic bombs 
w ill be used and they w ill surely destroy our 
civilization.”  They conclude that unless a 
real means of controlling atomic energy is 
found, “ the alternative is the death of our 
society.”

Their proposal is the creation of a “ supra
national government” w ith “ adequate” pow
ers to maintain peace. Here we d iffer w ith 
the atomic scientists. Outside their own lim 
ited field their advice has proved illusory. 
The proposals they made last year are now 
admittedly bankrupt and worthless. No bet
ter fate is in store for their current proposals.

The crisis over atomic energy is only one of 
the most acute expressions of the general 
crisis now shaking the capitalist system to 
its foundations. Atomic energy cannot be iso
lated and put under control without also put
ting the economic and social system under 
rational control.

This can never be done under capitalism. 
Mankind can hope to eliminate wars and 
w ith them the danger of atomic destruction 
only by establishing socialism.

T H E M I L I T A N T

Revolutionary Marxism Or 
Petty-Bourgeois Revision
ism, published by Socialist 
Workers Party, 116 University 
PI., New York 3, N. Y., 32 
pages, 35 cents.
Readers of The, M ilitant .can 

acquire a more precise under
standing of the basic principles 
of modern Marxism from this 
statement issued by the Political 
Committee of the Socialist 
Workers Party. I t  is a serious 
study of the contrasting pro
grams of the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Workers Party 
which surveys the differences 
between them on the crucial 
questions of revolutionary work
ing class politics today.

The most pronounced conflict 
between the two parties, the doc
ument explains, arises from their 
divergent evaluations of the So
viet Union. The SWP views the 
USSR as a proletarian state be
cause Its economic life remains 
rooted in the nationalized prop
erty, foreign trade monopoly, 
and planned economy created as 
a result of the 1917 Russian Rev
olution. At the same time i t  is 
a deeply degenerated workers’ 
state dominated by the Kremlin 
oligarchy which has politically 
expropriated the Soviet work
ers, tyrannizes over the masses, 
mismanages the Soviet resources, 
and acts solely in the interests 
of its bueaucratic privileges and 
despotic power.

Because the Soviet Union still 
rests upon invaluable economic 
elements for the construction of 
socialism, the Trotskyists con
clude that it  must be defended 
by the world working class. De
spite the countless crimes and 
utterly reactionary policies of 
Stalin’s totalitarian regime, the 
USSR must be defended against 
all imperialist attacks for the 
underlying aim of the Anglo- 
American bandit; in a war 
against the Soviet Union is the 
destruction of the remaining 
conquests of the Russian Revo
lution and the restoration of 
capitalism.

To save the Soviet Union, It 
is equally imperative to smash 
the dictatorship of the Stalinist 
gang whose whole course is lead
ing the USSR to ruin. Ths task 
can be accomplished only by a

political revolution in the USSR 
which will restore workers' de
mocracy and revive the spirit of 
socialist internationalism.

This class analysis of the So
viet Union and the political pro
gram flowing from i t  is flatly 
rejected by the Workers Party. 
They do not consider Russia a 
workers’ state in any sense. I t  
is an entirely new reactionary 
social order, different from both 
capitalism and socialism, char
acterized as “ bueaucratic collec
tivism.”  At firs t the Workers 
Party theoreticians held that this 
unique system was “ a nationally- 
limited phenomenon,”  but they 
now regard i t  as a world-encom
passing social order which in 
the form of Russian imperial
ism is contending with private 
capitalism for world supremacy.

The WP is intransigently op
posed to defense of the Soviet 
Union against imperialist at
tacks, believing that the work
ers have nothing at stake in a 
war between the capitalist coun
tries and the USSR and can 
remain indifferent to its out
come.

Polemicizing against these 
views during the last year of ! 
his life, Trotsky declared that j 
they constituted a break with the j 
fundamental principles of Marx- j 
ism and violated the interests 
of the international struggle for 
socialism.

Corresponding with their d if
ferent estimates of the nature 
of the USSR, the two parties 
likewise have divergent attitudes 
and propose different tactics in 
the struggle against the Com
munist (Stalinist) parties in cap- 
talist countries.

The document deals In detail 
with the differences between the 
two parties on the colonial ques- [ 
tion and on the no less vital ( 
problems of revolutionary policy , 
and perspectives in Europe. The 
political program o' the WP. on I 
the national question is sum
marized as follows:

“ We get the bizarre combina
tion that for colonial Asia, 
where national defense and na- . 
tional liberation are progres
sive tasks, only the proletariat 
can relaunch the national strug
gle, and therefore only struggles 
headed by a revolutionary prole

tarian leadership merit support. 
The Workers Party would not 
support the struggl; initiated by 
the Congress Party in India in 
1942. But in Europe, where the 
defense of the national state.'or 
‘national liberation’ separate and 
apart from the socialist strug
gle are reactionary slogans — 
in Europe the, proletariat must 
dissolve itself in the 'whole na- 

l tion’ and put to the fore the 
fight for national indepen
dence!”

Several sections of the state
ment are devoted to examining 
the conduct of the two parties 
In the class struggle here in 
the United States. Despite ap
parent agreement in the formu
lation of their positions, the test 
of practical work has revealed 
that the two parties have sharp 
divergences on such important 
questions as the Labor Party, 
trade union tactics and methods 
of fighting American fascism.

The two organizations also 
clash in their conceptions of 
the kind of party they seek to 
build. The SWP aims to create 
a disciplined party of workers, 
democratic in its inner life but 
centralized in action. The SWP 
wants an integrated, homogen
eous party, based upon a com
mon program and common 
methods of thought and of 
work. The WP wants an or
ganization of diverse tendencies, 
a federation of factions, where 
any anti-Marxist innovation is 
assured a friendly hearing.

The document concludes by 
defining the diverse political 
tendencies represented by the 
two organizations. The SWP is 
an orthodox Marxist and genu
inely revolutionary working class 
party based upon the program 
of world Trotskyism. The WP, 
on the other hand, is a typical 
revisionist and opportunist po
litical grouping. "The Workers 
Party , originated as a petty- 
bourgeois faction in revolt against 
the program and tradition of 
the Fourth International . . . 
The record shows that the Work
ers Party remains a petty- 
bourgeois organization, both in 
composition and in the class 
roots of its ideology.”

—John Marshall

Congressmen A t Work

Orchids To Green And Murray
What was the reaction of j  

Wall Street’s Congressmen to 
passage of the slave labor law?

On the very next day after the 
mob stampeded i t  through the 
Senate, Rep. Smith <D., Va.) in
troduced a bill to extend the 
Smith-Connally Act of which he . 
is co-author. He acknowledged i 
that the President could halt a 
strike for 80 days by injunction 
under the Taft-Hartley Law, but 
what then? With the dictatorial 
war-time powers of the strike
breaking Smith-Connally Act 
“ the President w ill . . .have 
some power of seizure and oper
ation . . . ”

Rep. Owens (R., 111.) wanted 
to know why after the 80 days 
are up “ the Attorney General 
cannot go in a second time for 
an injunction” under the Taft- 
Hartley Act.

Smith replied, “ I  do not think 
that after this injunctive proce
dure is exhausted you have the 
right to start all over again and 
do i t  again. I  wish it  did.”

Rep. Hoffman <R., Mich.) de
manded stern enforcement of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, threatening 
Truman with "impeachment”  i f  
he doesn’t  “ hold steadfast to the 
oath which he has taken.”

By Wednesday, however, a 
different note was sounded. Said 
Rep. Ellis <R., W. Va.): “The 
strike news from the coal fields 
today is very distressing and 
from the morning papers there 
is every indication that the 
strikes are spreading in  an 
alarming degree.”  He feared the 
“ disaster”  of a general strike.

As the strikes continued the 
next day, June 26, Senator Mar
tin  (R., Penn.) became quite up
set. “ Something ugly has de
veloped . . .  In  my own state of

Pennsylvania and in  other states 
some 200,000 men have marched 
out of the coal mines. They have 
laid down their tools and have 
declared they will not work be
cause they do not like the law.”  
He denounced the “ threats to 
dig in  and organize a last-ditch 
fight to defy and obstruct the 
operation of this law” and 
scored the union that “ has elec
ted to flout the law with a walk
out.”

He argued that the law is a 
good one because both the 
Democrats and Republicans got 
together to pass i t  but "unfor
tunately, there are those in the 
labor movement who w ill set 
booby-traps in  its path.”

Senator Morse, (R., Ore.) who 
made headlines by engaging in 
a short filibuster to delay the 
vote on the law, chimed in: 
“The bill should be enforced in 
its entirety . . . Let i t  be tested 
in  the courts — not on the pick
et lines.”

The alarm of the Congress
men, however, was soon allayed. 
On June 27, Rep. Robsion (R„ 
Ken.) congratulated William 
Green, President of the AFL, be
cause he “ wisely suggests that 
labor avail themselves of the 
courts” and “declined to enter

tain”  a proposal for “ a general 
strike of workers.”  " I  have been 
informed that President Murray 
of the CIO has taken a position 
similar to that of Mr. Green. I f  
these reports are true, I  wish to 
commend each of them.”

Senator Wiley (R„ Wis.) re
presentative of the cheese in 
terests in his state, went poetic 
the day after Congress over
rode Truman’s veto. Here is his 
last verse:
“ The doubters and the leftists 

cease
Their yapping and their spur

ious fears.
The people rise and gain release. 
Restored, we have the golden 

years.”
Just in case any sucker stuff 

is still le ft among the labor vot
ers in his home territory, Wiley 
included in  the Congressional 
Record “ An Open Letter to Am
erican Workers on the Pro-Am
erican Labor Law.”  One of his 
important points in defense of 
the slave labor law was the alle
gation, “ I  can understand their 
feelings, for I  have been a labor
ing man myself.”

After cutting this thick odor
ous cheese, Wiley went to the 
exercises of the 35th graduating 
class of the FBI where he de
livered an impassioned oration 
on "Challenges to American 
Law Enforcement.”  Said he, “ I t  
is an ironic indictment of our 
high-octane civilization that the 
list of statutory crimes has 
lengthened with the growth and 
development of modern life.”  
And in his peroration he wound 
up in  a whirlwind of enthusiasm 
for the FBI graduates: “ You in 
your uniform are the center of 
all eyes, whether you know i t  or 
not.”

Production Curtailed 
By Textile Mills

The picture of the slumping textile industry is 
beginning to take on a clearer outline. The indus
try reached its peak consumption of cotton in Jan
uary; consumption then levelled off in February, 
March and April only to break sharply in Ma>. when 
the mills consumed 55 Vz thousand bales less than 
in the previous quarter, or a decline of 6.3%.

There is of course a direct connection between the 
mill consumption of cotton and the output of the tex
tile industry; these two being roughly proportional 
to each other.

The decline in the consumption of cotton repre
sents a reversal of the trend in the industry last 
year when production of textiles and therefore Con
sumption of cotton sharply expanded.

The drop of 6.3% may appear trifling, but this 
is not at all the case. For should this trend con
tinue in the next period i t  will denote a very gravs 
condition of the textile industry.

This is most clearly to be seen from a comparison 
with the past. In the 1920-21 depression which be
gan with a slump in textiles and which h it this in 
dustry very hard, the over-all drop in production 
over a period of one year (from 1919 to 1920) amount
ed to only 8%.On the other hand, the firs t year fo l
lowing the 1929 crash witnessed an over-all decline 
three times as great.

The in itia l drop in May is already quite close to that 
of 1920-21 (6.3% as against 8%); should i t  con
tinue at this same rate, i t  w ill approximate the 
1929-30 decline within a period of 4 months.

I t  is of course too early to tell just what w ill hap
pen in the near future in the textile industry. But 
this hardly leaves much room for the capitalist op
timists who see only a “ mild recession” ahead.

For while the movement of the textile industry 
is not decisive in determining the future condition of 
the economy as a whole, i t  is nevertheless highly 
symptomatic. Hence the developments in this in
dustry will bear close watching; they cast the shadow 
of coming developments in other branches. The rate 
of decline in textiles will be indicative of the rate of 
decline of industry as a whole in the next period.

Rail Moguls Catch 
The Gravy Train

How can anyone say that the Big Business stooges 
in Washington don’t  work hard? Why. when they 
aren't working all night cooking up anti-labor laws 
and rulings, they are sweating over new plans to 
give millions of the public’s money to the corpora
tions.

Since the war they've done pretty well by the 
big industrialists with tax rebates, etc. The meat 
packers got more than their pound of flesh. The 
landlords are getting theirs. But the Washington 
politicians are fair—to the bosses—and decided the 
railroad magnates weren’t getting enough of the 
gravy. So a little  deal has been arranged to take 
care of them.

The Interstate Commerce Commission has just 
granted a 10% passenger fare increase to 60 ra il
roads east of the Mississippi and north of the Ohio 
and Potomac Rivers. The reason given by the ICO 
for the increase is that these railroads have not 
been doing too well financially.

Those who have studied the growth of the great 
American fortunes know that railroad stock has 
been watered to such a soggy extent that i t  can al
ways be claimed the roads are losing money.

However, figures released by the ICC eight days 
before the passenger fare' Increase revealed that the 
eastern railroads had a 12% increase in revenue 
for the firs t quarter of 1947 over the same quarter 
in 1946.

Take for example one of the giants, the Penn
sylvania Railroad. W ith this passenger fare in
crease, plus the freight rate and express increases 
already granted, plus a mails increase now pend
ing, the P.R.R.’s 1948 “deficit”  will be transformed 
into a net profit of $14,100,000 in 1947.

This g ift to the railroad barons, taken out of 
the pockets of the people who ride trains, is jus ti
fied in Washington as help to an industry whose 
profit outlook for the next year is dim. But the 
very figures of the ICC show that the profit out
look for 1947 was much better than 1946.

So next time you’’re on a train and someone says 
“ those fa t loafers down in Washington don’t work 
for their pay,”  correct this erroneous statement. 
They work. Sometimes very hard. Not in the in 
terests of the people of this country, but in  ths 
interests of Big Business.

Filipino Veterans 
Cheated By Congress

To the notorious Jim Crow record of the Big 
Brass in the American armed forces has been added 
another piece of vicious discrimination perpetrated 
by their equally reactionary colleagues in  the halls 
of Congress.

Involved here are 400,000 Filipinos who served in  
the U. S. army in the Philippines. As veterans 
these soldiers are obviously entitled to the same 
treatment and the same benefits as all other sold
iers in  the U. S. Army. But not in the eyes of the 
lawmakers in Congress, who found a shabby pre
text for depriving these men of their status as 
veterans.

On July 26, 1941, four months before Pearl Har
bor, these Filipinos were inducted into the Amer
ican army by Presidential decree. Throughout the 
war, and for months after V-J Day there was no 
question about their status.

But last year, on February 18, 1946, i t  was dis
covered that they were not veterans after all. Con
gress passed a special law—the First Rescission 
Act—stripping these men of all veterans’ benefits 
on the grounds that the army into which they had 
been dragooned was not “ in active service."

In  this way 400,000 Filipino soldiers have been 
cheated of their mustering out pay and terminal 
leave pay; they have been denied the benefits of 
the G I bill of rights, the Six Months Death Gratu
ity  Act and other acts.

Those Filipino soldiers who died or were maimed 
in battle received slightly better treatment. They 
were grudgingly accorded insurance and pensions 
for death or disability.

These facts came to light in an article by Vin
cente Villamin in the June 22 Washington Post.

The only action taken thus far in behalf of the 
Filipino soldiers is a recommendation by the War 
Department that Congress extend to these veterans 
the benefits of the Missing Persons Acts, thus en
abling them to receive their back pay.
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An Example O f 
Nazi-Like Neutrality
Edtor:

A recent m inority case, re
volving around a 15-year-old 
Negro girl, really revealed the 
sordidness of San Diego o ffi
cialdom.

The g irl’s mother had been 
committed to a mental institu
tion and the child subsequently 
v^as pounced upon by the ju 
venile authoritier, who commit
ted her to the County Detention 
Home. Typical and reminiscent 
of Nazi-like mentality, these un
speakable vultures decided upon 
the idea of having the girl 
sterilized. I t  was well known 
that the girl was born of a nor
mal mother, despite the moth
er’s recent mental illness.

The Socialist Workers Party, 
working with the National As
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People, had the case 
brought to the forefront, causing 
the officials to retreat, knowing 
what they were up against with 
regard to the NAACP. That is
sue has been dropped and the 
juvenile authorities now deny 
there was any talk on their part 
concerning sterilization.

David Page 
San Diego, Calif.

The Transition
Ring the bells, wave the flags. 
Tax the people more.
Help to make hysteria 
To build anothe- war.
Take the taxes o ff the rich. 
Place them on the poor. 
Clergymen inform us 
“We all live to endure.”

International gangsters. 
National racketeers,
Monopoly capitalism 
Help black marketeers.
More power for the chiselers 
In Free Enterprise:
Radio, press and pulpit 
Help political lies.

Banks are fu ll of money 
Many cannot use.
Fascism is teaching: 
“ Exterminate tlu  Jews." 
Socialism teaches:
"After captalism’s fa ll 
Produce for use, not profit— 
With security for all.”

Jarvis Dusenberry 
Rochester, N. Y.

S.B. 1492 and S.B. 1493. They 
passed the Senate by unanimous 
vote.”

To repeat an old American slo
gan: “ Throw the bums out!”  
We need a labor party in  Cali
fornia.

J. Blake
Los Angeles, Calif.

Socialist Workers Party Youngstown Local 
Goes On The Air In Call For Labor Party

Wishes Success 
fo r  Our W ork

ftor:
Your paper, which is so en

lightening, is in my opinion one 
ad the best newspapers ever pub- 
■hed in the interests of the 
lu rk in g  class in America. I  hope 
you w ill always be successful in 
this great work.

Charles E. Johnson 
Philadelphia, Pa,

Rotting Tenements 
Collapse in N. Y.

Editor:
Twice in four days, near trag

edy struck the tenants of two 
tenements only 8 blocks apart 
on the East Side in New York. 
On June 23, the tenement at 636 
Second Ave. collapsed. The three 
families on the upper floors were 
evacuated only a few minutes 
before the four - story building 
crumbled. Warning was given 
by a passing worker who hap
pened to notice a brick cornice 
falling. Three days later, the 
front of the 3-story building at 
481 Second Ave. began to fall.

In both cases, the City author
ities were fu lly aware of the 
decrepit condition of the build
ings and the danger to the ten
ants, but made no move to re
pair or improve the houses, nor 
provide substitute housing for 
them. The families who sud
denly find themselves homeless 
say they had never received any 
notification from either the land
lords or the city authorities as 
.to the serious condition of the 
buildings.

Complaints were made that 
snate callous in its attitude to

ward these workers as well as 
those evicted from adjoining 
buildings. Some were offered 
temporary housing in “ hotels like 
those on the Bowery” : others re
ceived “ no help at a ll” ; one fam
ily with 3 GI sons had no choice 
but to sleep in the damp base
ment of a park lavatory build
ing nearby, one G I sleeping in 
a wheelbarrow, the other two on 
benches. No stove was available 
for cooking.

When asked whether the City 
would provide a more livable 
place, one GI retorted bitterly, 
“ What do they care?”

A Reader 
New York City

No Submission To 
W ar O r Slavery
Editor:

As the despotic nature of the 
capitalist system becomes clear
er and clearer to the working 
class, we see the Wall Street 
monster, in the realization that 
its end is near, determined to 
bring down the world w ith it. 
Witness the imperialist Truman 
Doctrine, the Taft-Hartley Slav
ery Bill, the wild “ red”  witch 
hunts.

We must arise td our times 
for in the next few years, the 
determination if  we are to have 
Socialism or atomic suicide will 
be made. There is no place for 
the sunshine radical, the “ re
former,”  the appeaser of the 
capitalist enemy. Never must 
we submit to an imperialist war 
or a system of slave labor re
gardless of what personal sacri
fices may have to be made.

George R. Stryker 
Bayport, N. V.

Feel Hard Times 
Approach In Montana
Editor:

I  am sending $1 to renew my 
subscription to The M ilitant. 
Things are very slow out in this 
country. The workers are begin- 
ning to feel the hard times com
ing on. But when our union gets 
going again, then we w ill be able 
to accomplish something once 
more.

J. B.
Plentywood, Mont.

They A ct Together 
Against The Workers
Editor:

Here’s an item for California 
readers who still have any illu 
sions that the Democratic-Re- 
publcan State Legislature is not 
anti-labor.

The Los Angeles Times report
ed on June 11:

“The Assembly today ordered 
the Welfare Department was 
out of committee over protests 
of pro-union labor advocates the 
bill banning jurisdictional strikes 
and another making union con
tracts enforceable by law . . .

“ The Unions opposed the bills,

Praises Good Work 
O f "Labor Challenge"
Editor:

I  had the privilege of attend
ing a meeting of Trotskyists in 
Vancouver. Our paper, Labor 
Challenge, has given us a good 
start in getting organized in  
Canada. The articles on interna
tional happenings in our press 
are vital to an understanding of 
world affairs.

I  think a suggestion in Com
rade Cannon’s articles that we 
use more of the methods of the 
old time agitators is a good one. 
The poison of Stalinism has 
clouded the perspective of so
cialism in so many minds. We 
fight hardest for what we be
lieve in most firmly.

B. J.
British Columbia 

Canada

Appreciates Articles 
On Negro Struggle
Editor:

Prom reading The M ilitant’s 
reports about the struggle for 
Negro equality I  have come to 
understand how discrimination 
comes from exploiting capital
ism. I  likewise understand how 
orthodox socialism enlightens the 
oppressed peoples of the world 
and uplifts them.

Down with exploiting capital
ism! Victory for the world pro
letarian revolution against capi
talism! Long live the Socialist 
Workers Party!

Neville Devanavayana 
Ceylon

YOUNGSTOWN, July 1—In  a blistering attack on the 
capitalist sponsors of the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law, 
Harry Frankel, Secretary of the Youngstown Branch of 
the Socialist Workers Party, in a speech tonight over Sta
tion WPIC, called for the 
immediate formation of an 
independent labor party.

“ How could a handful of plu
tocrats defeat 15,000,000 organ
ized workers and their millions 
of friends in the population?” 
asked Frankel. “ That is what 
workers are asking in anger and 
bitterness.”

Unless this question is an
swered properly, continued the 
representative of the Socialist 
Workers Party, labor faces fu r
ther defeats. But if  the correct 
answer is' found, "labor will be 
able to resume its forward 
march.”
LEADERS TO BLAME

“The truth  is that the main 
share of the blame for the pas
sage of the slaye labor law falls 
on the shoulders of the present 
official leaders of the labor 
movement. The workers never 
expected anything different from 
the Democrats and Republicans.
But the labor officialdom, by 
their cowardly and misleading 
policies, opened the barn door 
wide for the Wall Street horse 
thieves. They disarmed labor 
In the face of a furious Big Bus
iness offensive. By doing this, 
they made the passage of the 
Slave Labor Law a sure thing.”

The Taft-Hartley BUI could

have been defeated, said Fran
kel, had the trade union o ffi
cials conceded to the demand 
of the rank and fUe for a shut
down of all industry. “ The So
cialist Workers Party, speaking 
over this station two weeks ago, 
called for a one-day general 
strike to halt the labor haters 
. . . But the ‘leaders’ of labor 
were afraid; they did nothing; 
and because of their fear, the 
workers must how suffer.”

The union heads relied on the 
Democrats and Truman. “They 
staked everything on so-called 
friends of labor, who turned out 
to be labor’s enemies.”

Truman’s veto, Comrade Fran
kel pointed out, was a mere vote- 
catching gesture that should 
fool no one in view of his con
sistent record of anti -  union, 
strike-breaking acts.

“ Now that the bosses have be
gun this political offensive 
against the labor movement, it  
is important for labor to start 
thinking about political mat
ters.”  Frankel called for ex
amination of the “ policy of 
hanging to the coat-taUs of the 
Democratic Party.”
BOTH SERVE WALL STREET

“ The Socialist Workers Party 
believes that both the Demo
cratic and the Republican Part

ies are parties of Big Business. 
They have already dragged us 
into two terrible world wars, 
many devastating depressions, 
and are now laying the ground
work for fascism, a new depres
sion and a Third World War.”

The two-party system, he ex
plained, diverts the attention of 
the workers from their real in 
terests. By keeping the work
ers busy shifting from one party 
to the other, they block the 
workers “ from striking out on 
their own.”

“ The Socialist Workers Party 
says that labor needs its own 
party. Why should we permit 
the capitalists to have two 
parties with which to fool us, 
while we do not have even one 
to figh t back? I f  labor organ
ized its own party, i t  could mo
bilize tens of millions of votes 
behind real labor measures and 
draw behind i t  the whole work
ing and poor population of the 
country.”

“ What a great awakening a 
labor party would bring to the 
American people! The Ameri
can workers, who organized in 
the shops and mills to beat the 
bosses could beat them in poli
tics too. The labor party would 
carry the figh t against Wail 
Street into the strongest citadel 
of capitalist power, the govern
ment in  Washington, and would 
eventually replace i t  with a 
Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern
ment.”

Excellent Response 
From Southern Strikers

Rent Hi-jacking Bill Made 
Law By Truman’S Signature

( Continued, from  Page 1)
boosting bill against the interests 
of some 15,000,000 tenants was 
the plea of the "lesser evil.”  He 
claimed i t  was either this bill or 
“nothing”  after June 30. But by 
signing this b ill he virtually
closed the door on the possibility 
of forcing Congress to adopt a 
better one.

Following adoption of the bill 
by the Senate, Senator Glen 
Taylor of Idaho, one of the few 
opponents of the measure, had 
urged Truman to veto the bill, 
answering in advance the ar
gument of “ this or nothing.”  He 
said:

“Mr. President, the rent con
trol b ill is no rent control bill. 
Rent control is dead, literally 
and factually. I  sincerely hope 
the President w ill veto the bill 
. . . The whole b ill is designed 
to scuttle rent control by in 
direction . . . Let not the people 
be deceived by this so-called rent 
control bill. The landlords are 
not deceived. They are behaving 
just as i f  they had permission 
now to insert a 15% increase.

He added: “ I t  Is going to be 
a sordid business, and I  hope 
that my party (Democratic) at 
least w ill not be a party to this 
farce.” But Democrats over
whelmingly supported the bill. 
They concurred in a voice vote 
so that the position of individual 
Democratic Congressmen might 
not be recorded through a roll- 
call vote.

Throughout the months when 
this bill was in hearing and pre
paration, Truman voiced only 
occasional, for-the-record ob
jections to it. He attempted to 
mobilize no effective public pro
test against it. He loosened rent 
control continuously through ad
ministrative decrees, thus whet
ting the landlords’ appetites and 
notifying them in advance that 
he would place no real obstacles 
in their path.
LATE DATE

Only a$ the late date of June 
30, when he signed the bill, did 
he declaim against the “ real es
tate lobby," which put over the 
bill, as “ clearly subversive”  and 
guilty of “ a ruthless disregard of 
public welfare,”  and he proposed 
an investigation of their activi
ties.

But while the lobby was going 
fu ll blast in Washington, Tru
man said nothing about them, 
let alone call for an investiga
tion. Only when they completed 
their dirty work, did he accuse 
the lobby — while he signed their 
bill. His belated complaints con
stitute nothing but demagogy, 
designed like his last-minute

C om e a n d  m e e t o th e r  ‘M i l i t a n t ’ R e a d e rs  
A t these L o c a l A c t iv it ie s  o f

The Socialist Workers Party
AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. How

ard St. Open Mon. through 
Friday. 3 to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 
2 to 4 p.m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open 
Saturdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Tuesdays 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — M ilitant Forum, 
629 Main St., 2nd floor. Phone 
MAdison 3960. Open every 
afternoon except Sunday.

CHICAGO—777 W. Adams (cor
ner Halsted). Open 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. daily, except Sunday. 
Phone Dearborn 4767. Library, 
bookstore.

CLEVELAND -  M ilitant Forum 
every Sunday. 8:30 p.m. at 
Peck's Hall. 1446 E. 82nd St. 
(off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave.. 
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Mon
day through Saturday, 12 to 
5 p.m. Current events forum 
and open house, Saturday from 
8 p.m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St., F lin t 
3, Mich. Open Monday through 
Friday. 5 to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—M ilitant Pub
lishing Assn., 316% W. Pico 
Blvd. Open daily. 12 noon to 
5 p.m Phone Richmond 4644.

“ The Fight For Socialism,”  
Discussion led by Myra Tan
ner Weiss, Fridays 8 p.m., 
June 20, 27 and July 11.

SAN PEDRO. M ilitant Publish
ing Assn., — 1008 S. Pacific, 
Room 214.

LYNN, Mass., 44 Central Square,

Room 11. Discussion every 
Tuesday 7:30 p.m.; open Sat
urdays 1-5 p.m.

MILWAUKEE — M ilitant Book
shop, 608 S. 5 St., open 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th 
St., open 10 a m. to 6 p.m. daily 
except Sunday. Tel. Main 7781 
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.
NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855 

Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open 
1st and 3rd Monday, 7:30- 
9:30 p.m. Sunday forums, 2nd 
and 4th of month, 8:30 p.m.

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. Library 
and reading room open week 
nights, 7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.
NEW YORK—CITY HQ., 116 

University Place. GR. 5-8149
HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. 

tlm. 23. MO. 2-1866.
Every Thursday Open Dis

cussion, 8 p.m.
BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave.. 

1st floor, phone T I 2-0101.
Mondays 8 p.m.. Round

Table Discussion on “The 
Coming American Revolution;”  
Fridays 8 p.m. Branch meet
ings.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St., 
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W 23 St. 
phone CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple, 
410 - 11th St. For information 
write to P.O. Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W.

Girard Ave.. 2nd floor. Open 
daily. Friday forum, 8 p.m. 
Phone Stevenson 5820.

PITTSBURGH—1418 F ifth  Ave., 
2nd floor.

Open Forum 2nd and 4th 
Mondays 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Marxist Study Class every 
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 F ifth  
Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 
F St. Room 13, open 7 to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO — School of 
Social Science, 305 Grant Ave., 
cor. of Grant and Sutter. 4th 
floor open from 12 noon to 
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun
day. Phone EXbrook 1926.

SEATTLE—1919 V2 Second Ave. 
Open 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Mon. through Fri., 12 to 5 p.m. 
Sat.
Phone SE 0453 Library, book
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic 
Training Class.

ST. LOUIS — 1023 N. Grand 
Blvd., Room 312. Forums 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. Phone 
Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. 
Paul 2. Phone Garfield 1137. 
Open daily 2:30-9:30.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings 
every Wednesday, 8. p.m., at 
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw
cett. Discussions on current 
topics. For information, write 
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—108 Summit St., To
ledo 4, O. Open daily, Phone 
MAin 8919.

YOUNGSTOWN — 35 &  South 
Ave., Youngstown 3, O. Open 
12-5 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Phone 3-1355.

“ WORSE THAN NOTHING”
“ The old cry goes up here, ‘I f  

you do not do this you will get 
nothing.’ Very well, Mr. Presi
dent, I  say then let us have noth
ing. I  am tired of this business 
of being caught at the last mom
ent with the statement that 
some law is better than no law 
and having i t  put up to us. ‘Well, 
you w ill either take this or you 
w ill get nothing.’ I  would rather 
have nothing than something 
worse than nothing.”

Timely, concise analysis of Stalinist 
degeneration in the Soviet Union.

32 pages 10 cents
Order From

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University PI. New York 3, N. Y.

veto of the Slave Labor Law to 
refurbish his badly-tarnished re
putation for “ liberalism.”

Passage of the Rent Decontrol 
B ill puts it  squarely up to the 
15,000,000 tenants and their 
allies to protect themselves from 
landlord extortions and evic
tions by direct mass action. Only 
mass organization of tenants in 
m ilitant resistance to the de
mands of rent-gougers can halt 
huge rent increases on top of 
the 50% rise in prices of the 
last 12 months.
MOBILIZE FOR ACTION

Labor, tenant and veterans 
groups must now unite behind 
a program of action in every 
neighborhood. They must mobil
ize for direct pressure on the 
landlords, demonstrations at 
real estate offices and before 
eviction courts. The unemployed 
organizations back in  the th ir
ties showed how evictions could 
be stopped by mass action 
against attempts to throw fam
ilies on the streets.

Every local union should im
mediately establish rent action 
committees to mobilize the i 
membership to defend any un- j 
ion brother or sister threatened ' 
with eviction for refusing to pay 
higher rent.

Where landlords atter:‘pt 
widespread rent increases in 
apartment buildings or tenement 
blocks, an effective method of 
bringing such landlords to terms 
has been the rent strike. The 
threat of complete loss of rents, 
plus mass action to block evic
tions, has worked in the past to 
stop landlord thievery.

Against the government’s per
mission to landlords to raise 
rents, the workers, who pay 
most of the rents, must demand: 
“ Freeze All Rents!”  They can 
enforce their slogan only by their 
own organized action.

“ Here are 25 M ilitant sub
scriptions from the city of W in
ston-Salem, N. C.,”  writes P. C., 
a M ilitant booster who spent his 
one-week vacation visiting his 
family in the South. “ I  stopped 
bv Winston-Salem to get a story 
for The M ilitant on the re
cent R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
strike. After obtaining the story, 
I  went into a working-class 
neighborhood to experiment 
with selling Socialist Workers 
Party literature in the deep 
South.

“ The response was excellent, 
perhaps even better than from 
Northern workers. I  sold 25 M il
itant subs and 81 pamphlets, in
cluding 47 copies of ‘A Practical 
Program to K ill Jim Crow.’ The 
response would have been even 
better had i t  not been for the 
fact that most of the workers 
were broke as a result of the 
bitter five-week strike.

“ In addition to selling this 
literature, I  was invited to speak 
before the local post of the Na
tional Council of Negro Vet
erans. I  used this opportuhity to 
put fo rth  some of the Socialist 
Workers Party program.

“ My experiences,”  continues 
Comrade P. c., “ convince me 
that our literature and our pro
gram w ill meet with acceptance 
in the South. A ll that is lacking 
is an energetic campaign to make 
our program known to the 
Southern workers."

*  *  *

Chicago’s subscription cam
paign picks up in tempo and 
excitement as i t  nears the finish. 
Belle Rosen writes that “ the race 
has really turned into a competi
tive one. Last week Dave C. who 
had 11 points to his credit turn
ed in 9 subs to make a total of 
20 and a possible contender to 
the two leaders. Hoot and Frank 
B „ who were tied for firs t place 
with 26 V2  points each. This 
Sunday Dave turned in another 
14 subs to put him firs t with 34 
points to his credit. Today Frank 
F. turned in a total of 23 subs 
secured in the past week to put 
him in the lead with 35 points 
to his credit. The branch now 
has 288 subs and there is no

Youth Activities
AKRON. — Socialist Youth 

Club meets Fridays. 7 p.m. Fol
lowed by refreshments, dancing 
8 South Howard St„ 2nd floor

CHICAGO. — Youth meeting 
Fridays at 8 p.m. Discussion on 
pamphlet Socialism On Trial 
Games and refreshments. 777 W 
Adams. 2nd floor.

NEW YORK. — For informa
tion on the Trotskyist Youth 
Group seno name and address 
to 116 University Place. N. Y. 3

Saturday Nite House Parties: 
call GR 5-8149 for information.

For information about Queens 
Youth Group, write M. Kevin, 
116 University PL. N. Y. 3.

PHILADELPHIA.—For infor
mation call ST. 4-5820, from 
noon to 6 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K
Election Social

Refreshments Dancing 
Entertainment 

A Cool Terrace Under 
The Stars

Sat., July 12, 
Chelsea Workers 

Center
130 West 23rd St.

First Week Of 
Season Begins At 
Mid-West Camp

The firs t contingent of va
cationers have arrived at 
Mid-West Vacation C a m p  
and School, w ith some of 
them coming from New 
York, Chicago and cities in 
the states of Ohio and Michigan. 
W ith the onset of summer, other 
workers and their wives are tak
ing advantage of the long Fourth 
of July weekend to spend three 
or four days at the camp.

A special program of recrea
tion and entertainment has been 
planned for the weekend. The 
recreational director and instruc
tors aim to make i t  the best 
Fourth of July at the camp since 
i t  opened three years ago. 
Former vacationers, who are re
turning this year, remember its 
many natural attractions — the 
woodlands, the cool inviting lake 
for swimming, the varied sports 
,and songfests at night. Planned 
activities and fun augment these 
natural attractions.

Readers of The M ilitan t, who 
want an excellent vacation at 
reasonable rates, are invited to 
send their reservations to Oscar 
Coover, Camp Manager, M id- 
West Vacation Camp and School, 
Grass Lake, Michigan. The camp 
is situated on L ittle  Pleasant 
Lake, near Jackson, Michigan, 
about 60 miles from Detroit. I t  
w ill continue until after Labor 
Day. Directions for reaching the 
camp will be mailed upon re
quest.

doubt that we will reach our 
goal of 300 by Friday night, 
which is the closing date of the 
campaign.”

*  *  *

Unit A, Southside Branch, Lo* 
Angeles Local, is doing its b it to 
make the Local subscription 
campaign a success. Unit A mail
ed in 20 subs fo- the week.

*  •  •

Bob Kingsley reports that the 
Cleveland Branch “subscription 
campaign is picking up a little . 
Enclosed are 17 subs—the re
sult of last week’s work. We 
haven’t  set a termination date, 
but hope to continue the drive 
for re-subscriptions as long as 
the expirations come in  from 
New York.

*  » •

Philadelphia’s new literature 
agent, George LeCompte, mailed 
in 12 subs hurriedly explaining 
that he can’t  write because he 
is “ already late for an appoint
ment”  to explain the Socialist 
Workers Party program to a 
prospect.

*  *  •

“ W ith the enclosed 11 subs,’* 
writes Fred Martin, Milwaukee 
M ilitant Manager, “ we are slow
ly catching up on our renewal- 
subs. We usually have at least 
one mobilization a month fo r 
renewals, but during May we 
were not able to squeeze one in  
because of other overlapping ac
tivities. Comrade Gregory ob
tained one of the new subs 

I through a chance conversation 
¡in a drugstore. Someone heard 
| her talking about a Labor Party 
and The M ilitant, inquired about 
the Labor Party and took a sub
scription to read our ideas. Com
rade Helen Burns got the other, 
new sub and more than her 
share of renewals.”

*  *  •

E. Brent explains how Detroit 
gets such a high percentage of 
renewal-subs in  its area. “ Sun
day afternoon I  went to see a 
subscriber and he said he just 
received notice yesterday telling 
him that his sub had run out. 
Well, he renewed for one year. 
We don’t  even let our subscrib
ers catch their breath before 
we contact them for renewals. 
There are only four more per
sons to be seen and then we are 
through w ith all the June expira
tions.”

The Detroit comrades obtained 
23 subs during the week, most 
of them renewal-subs.

*  *  *

L. B.. a M ilitant booster in Los 
Angeles, sent in  a one-year sub
scription for a friend in  San 
Francisco and a combination 
sub to The M ilitant and Fourth 
International for a friend in Ros- 
coe, Cal.

•  *  *

During the week three more 
M ilitant boosters responded to 
our appeal for financial aid w ith  
whatever amount they could af
ford. This means real sacrifice 
for workers who are finding i t  
increasingly d ifficu lt to meet 
their own living expenses.

B. J. of Canada sent in  a con
tribution of $12.50 and in  ad
dition renewed his subscription 
to The M ilitant and Fourth In 
ternational.

J. B., New York City, mailed 
in $2 and L. B. 'of Texas sent
us a check for $2.50.

URGENTLY NEEDED
The following back issues of 
‘New In ternationa l’ are needed 
fo r binding:
1934— July
1935— January, March, May
1938— January, February, March, 

November
1939— January, June, October, 

November
1940— -February
Jf you have one or more copies 
of any issue listed above, will 
you please send them to: 

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL  
116 University PI.,

New York 3, N. Y.

M a il T h is  B lank  For Y ou r Reservation At
Mid-West Vacation Camp And School

Season June 29 to Sept. 2 Adults $25 week. Children $15 
OSCAR COOVER, Manager

Grass Lake, Michigan
Reserve accommodations for below from.......... to..........

Fam ily □  Couple □  Single □
(check one)

List a ll who w ill attend:
Name .................................................................................................

(Mr.. Mrs.. Miss)
List o f Children and Age .................................................  .............
Name of Applicant ........... ................................................... ........

(Please sign)
Address ..............................................................................................
C ity & Zone.................................................. State..........................
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Another Letter To A New Subscriber
----------------------------------- B y Theodore Kovalesky------------------------------------

Dear Ralph:
There were a great many things I  didn’t have 

feme to say in  my last letter. Here are a couple 
I  want to cover now. .

Last week, we talked about 
how. America has changed, 
how democracy and the B ill 
of Rights and all the rest of 
the things that once made 
America free and good have 
rotted away with the con
tagion of diseased, dying 
capitalism. I  wrote you of 

the necessity fo r us to figh t the final battle 
fo r freedom and decency.

In  every strike, in every demonstration you 
w ill find the Socialist Workers Party fighting 
tooth and nail fo r the interests of the wotking 
class. But these small gains for which we will 
figh t so bitterly, are they what we really want? 
Do we wage battle for a few more mouthfuls 
of bread, for an extra, pair of pants for the 
worker and another housedress for his wife?

No. Ralph. Every chance we get, we help 
the workers to the best of our ability. But our 
real fight is this: We strive to f i l l  the veins 
of the workers with fiery red blood of determin
ation, to f i l l  their minds with a great dream of 
freedom and peace and the good life, to f i l l  their 
hearts w ith comradeship for all the workers of 
the world. That is our fight, to help the work
ers to help themselves, to build a new world f i t  
fo r tomorrow’s sun to shine down upon.

Have you ever thought, Ralph, what this, new 
world might be like? Let’s start with you. Whgt 
did you want to be when you were a child? Did 
you want to be a low-paid factory worker? Of 
course not. You wanted to be a doctor or an 
engineer. You wanted to be important to the 
world, to have a shiny automobile and leisure 
time to use it.

Well, under Socialism we won't all be doc
tors and engineers, but we w ill all be import
ant. And none of us will be oppressed, under
paid workers. The factories many of us, per
haps most of us, w ill work in w ill be clean, light,

safe places where we’ll jo in  together in the great 
task of producing the things we’ll all need. 
We’l l  work short hours under the best condi
tions under the guidance of foremen and man
agers that we ourselves will elect. The “ tough,”  
brow-beating bosses of yesterday and today will 
be gone. We'd never elect such people as our 
leaders, and besides there would no longer be 
that pressure from above that turns a good 
guy into a tyrant.

Doctors and engineers would be of the great
est importance to us. and we'd surely encour
age any youngster to go into those fields i f  he, 
or she, showed the talent and the desire to do 
so: but no one would choose those professions 
merely to have a good life and leisure to enjoy 
it. Because the workers would have just as 
good a life.

I  suppose under Socialism wre could .worry 
and suffer (we have learned those things well 
through the ages), but I  can’.t th ink now' what 
we’d worry and suffer about. I t  wouldn’t  be 
about getting enough food or clothing: i t  couldn’t 
be about finding some place to live or paying 
off the finance company. I t  wouldn't be about 
wars or depressions. Those things will die with 
capitalism, and the people of Socialism will live 
in a golden age of plenty.

We w ill govern ourselves with people elected 
as w'e elect our CIO Council delegates. And 
these people w ill find that governing w ill con
sist mainly of planning how many pairs of 
shoes, how many automobiles, planes, suits and 
dresses, how much meat, wheat, and lumber the 
people will need for the coming period, hew 
to produce i t  and distribute it.

Race-hatred w ill be a horrible memory of the 
past. A ll people w ill work side by side in the 
struggle against our traditional enemies—super
stition, ignorance, want and disease.

Does that sound like an impossible dream, 
Ralph? Well, when enough workers like you 
and me have that dream, it will stop being s, 
dream and become a reality.

Fraternally, 
Ted Kovalesky

Send Them Where They Belong
—-----------------------------  By A lbert Parker --------------------------------

I t  seemed to me that the members of Congress 
would have to look fa r and wide before they 
eould pull anything as vicious and low-down as 

the Taft-Hartley Act. But I  
was wrong. For the very next 
day after its passage, they 
staged a political move which 
is Just as revolting and twice 
as cynical.

As is well known, the Re
publicans during the 1946 

election campaign made free and fancy prom
ises to enact anti-poll tax and anti-lynch legis
lation i f  they came to power. This was one “ man
date" they scrupulously ignored during the firs t 
six months of the present session. In  fact, they 
decided early last month — with no protest from 
the Democrats — to adjourn without even bring
ing these bills to an open hearing.

Yet the day after the passage of the Taft- 
Hartley law, they changed their minds and an
nounced that an anti-poll tax b ill would be 
“ crammed" onto the schedule for consideration 
by the'House this session.

Why? Because they were suddenly concerned 
about the poor Negro and white workers and 
sharecroppers who are barred from the ballot 
box by the poll tax? Not at all. The real reason, 
as an AP dispatch reported, is that the Republi
cans want “ to get even with Southern Demo
crats who helped to k ill the income tax reduc
tion b ill.”  As Republican Representative Gerald

''Made In Europe"
— By Joseph Hansen-

I f  i t ’s from Europe, does that make it  bad? 
In  the opinion of Rep. Max Schwabe (R., Mo.), 
i t  does. Appealing before the House Labor 

Sub - committee to testify 
against a proposal to l i f t  the 
federal minimum wage law 
from 40 cents an hour to 60 
cents, this dyed-in-the-wool 
reactionary declared: “ For the 
government to determine what 
is a fa ir wage is not American 
—it  is European.”

To illustrate what he meant, 
this political representative of 
the capitalist class said that 
i f  a man went to a public 

auction and bought an article that was knocked 
down cheap, i t  was his right, and " if  he hires 
a worker cheap, that's the American way of 
doing it .”

Some other Congressmen, who are now eager 
.to pass a b ill palatable to the working class 
after clubbing them in the head with the Taft- 
Hartley Act, pressed Schwabe, asking him, “ Does 
freedom mean the right to pay starvation 
wages?”

This champion of the wage-slavery system 
answered, “I f  you want to put i t  that way, yes.”

Schwabe, of course, was only doing his best 
to  defend the corporations who have been 
chalking up the highest profits in all history. 
And he used the most powerful argument in 
his arsenal, namely, that i t ’s "American" to 
auction off workers at starvation wages.

Drew Pearson charges that Representative 
Robert F. Jones of Ohio, recently recommended 
by Truman for the Federal Communications 

Commission, was once a mem
ber of the Black Legion.

*  *  *

According to Robert Hutch
ins, head of the University of 
Chicago, the U. S. now has 
enough atomic .bombs in its 

stockpile to wreck the earth. 
Hutchins did not explain why the manufacture 
of the bombs still continues day and night.

*  *  •

Four Negro teachers, members of the teach
ers’ section of the CIO United Public Workers, 
have been fired. by Alabama authorities. The 
four had been prominent in the union’s organ
izing drive and campaign to secure equal wages
fOf Negro teachers.

*  *  *

The kind of-bar room brawl that seldom gets
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W. Landis of Indiana pUt it :
“ Since some of the Southerners oppose us on 

taxes, the idea is to put ’em on the spot. And 
if  the Senate had not overriden the labor bill 
veto, we would have got out an anti-lynching 
bill.”

In  plain and simple words, i t ’s corrupt poli
tical considerations, and not the interests of 
the Negro or white toilers, w'hich explains the 
Republican Party’s interest in anti-poll tax and 
anti-lynch bills. They have an alliance with the 
Democrats who banned such bills when they 
controlled Congress: and when the Democrats 
don’t  go along, they use the anti-poll tax b ill as 
pressure and as a bribe. That’s all it  means to 
them, and they aren't even ashamed to admit it 
publicly.

Of course they’ll be singing a different song 
when they come around soliciting our votes in 
1948. Then they w ill be dripping with honey 
and fu ll of fervent speeches about how much 
they love us and how- much they w ill do for 
us if  we will only vote for them again.

The answer to such stomach-turning hypo
crisy will be to tell both them and their Demo
cratic friends to go to hell. But we’d better not 
wait until 1948 to do that: we'd better get busy 
building a labor party this year so that we not 
only can send the capitalist politicians where 
they belong but can at the same time replace 
them in  Congress with our own representatives.

Rank And File Sentiment 
Felt At NAACP Parley

CIO Shipbu ilders O ut On S trike
B y W illiam  Charles

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 29— The 38th annual con
vention of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People adjourned today after five days of dis
cussing many important problems facing the American 
Negro people. On the whole, ~ 
he convention took a pro
cessive position on most of these 
roblems—its stand roughly ap- 
roximating the position taken 
y such organization as the CIO.
But while adopting a pro- 

-ressive policy on most ques- 
ons, the convention failed to 
ork out a program of action 

or achieving the things i t  favor- 
d in its resolutions. And i t  fa il-

introduced a minority report 
from the floor opposing any in
crease because i t  would read out 
of the organization thousands 
of poor sharecroppers from the 
South, and he won so much sup
port from the delegates that the 
$1 dues were retained. A t the 
same time a “ loyalty”  member
ship fee of $2 was adopted, but 
this is optional.

d to adopt a number of resolu- 
ions presented by rank and file 

delegates for the purpose of 
transforming the NAACP into a 
more effective, m ilitant and 
democratic organization.

One of the issues most hotly 
debated by the 775 delegates 
from 44 states was the demand 
—raised by delegates from big 
industrial Midwest cities—that 
the National Board of Directors 
be elected on the convention 
floor and that it be deprived of 
its present power to veto pro
grammatic and policy decisions 
of the convention by a two- 
thirds vote of the Board.
VISIBLY SHAKEN

This fight to democratize the 
NAACP so that it  would better 
represent the views of the ranks 
was led on the floor by Henry 
W. McGee of Chicago. Secretary 
Walter White, Assistant Secre
tary Roy Wilkins and other 
spokesmen for the NAACP na
tional office were visibly shaken 
by this proposal and they called 
on their most skilled legal mind, 
Thurgood Marshall, chief coun
sel for the NAACP, who let loose 
a slanderous attack on the sin
cerity of the resolution’s sup
porters. McGee was allowed only 
three minutes to answer.

Nevertheless sentiment for the 
resolution was so great that 
Marshall had to give way, agree
ing to the establishment of a 
constitutional revision commit
tee which would report to the 
39th convention, which will be 
held in Kansas City, Missouri 
next year. Decision of this issue 
was therefore postponed, but i t  
will undoubtedly receive strong 
support in 1948.

Another question in dispute 
was the attitude to political ac
tion. Many NAACP members 
have learned from experience 
that the struggle for Negro 
equality is a political question 
which requires a political solu
tion, and some have come to 
understand the need for col
laborating with the labor move
ment in the establishment of a 
Labor Party.

However, the NAACP leader
ship succeeded in putting 
through a resolution on “ politic
al action,”  which in effect bars 
the NAACP branches from real
ly engaging in such action. This 
resolution recognizes the need 
for fu ll participation of all citiz
ens in the “ elective process,”  but 
reaffirms "the non-partisan sta
tus of the NAACP”  and orders 
the branches not to endorse 
political parties or candidates. 
Members have the right to sup
port any party of their choice.

The NAACP national office 
bureaucracy was defeated on 
one question close to their 
hearts, however. That was the 
proposal to raise the dues from 
$1 to $2 a year.

W. Burkhardt Turner of the 
Jamaica, Long Island branch

NEED BETTER PROGRAM
Among many opponents of 

the dues increase was a strong 
feeling that what the organiza
tion needs is not so much more 
money as a better and more 
m ilitant program and leader
ship.

Members of the CIO Industria l Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers picket Brooklyn's 
Bethlehem Steel shipyards, after the Company fla tly  turned down union demands fo r in 
creased wages and other benefits. A fter term ing the Taft-H artley Act the “ Tough-Heart
less”  bill, President John Green added: “ I f  we must be the firs t to test it ,  le t’s do it.”

—Federated Picture

The convention took a clear- 
cut stand against the Taft- 
Hartley Slave Labor Law, de
scribing i t  as "“ an incredible 
attack upon the rights of or
ganized labor. I t  is false and 
misleading to consider any part 
of this measure as beneficial ta 
colored people. We instruct t v  
Labor Department of this Asso
ciation to give its fu ll support 
to plans and programs for thef 
repeal of this law.”

Other progressive resolution« 
demanded legislation to protect? 
the civil rights of Negroes and 
other minorities; anti-poll tax, 
anti-lynching and anti-discrim
ination laws; abolition of the 
so-called House Un-American 
Affairs Committee; a low cost 
housing program: an end to 
segregation in the armed forces 
and state guards; and defeat of 
plans for peacetime m ilitary 
conscription.

A long drawn out fight took 
place over the “ Statement of 
Policy,”  which expressed "ad
herence to democracy as a sys
tem of government”  and re
jected the attempts of any or
ganized clique, political party 
or religious group to seize con
trol of the branches or national 

| office for the purpose of under- 
j  mining the program to which 
j the Association is dedicated.”  
j This thinly veiled red-baitin j 
resolution was finally carried, 
however.
WINDY SPEAKERS

As is usual at such conven
tions. a great deal of time was 
devoted to guest,speakers fu ll 
of windy platitudes and with 
little  or nothing to contribute 
to the gathering. Among these 
was the liberal Republican Sen
ator Wayne Morse, who declar
ed that the preservation of the 
private property rights system: 
of capitalism came first.

CIO President Philip MurraU 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Leon Hen. 
derson also spoke. But the ‘'star 
attraction” was President Tru
man, whose presence was si»« 
posed to bring together the 
much-advertised “ biggest mas« 
meeting in history,”  but who 
only drew about 10,000 people.

Truman preferred for the most 
part to speak in generalities, 
failing to acknowledge the 
NAACP demands for specific 
legislation on lynching, the poll 
tax. FEPC, housing, repeal of 
the Slave Labor Law, etc. Pay
ing lip service to the need for 
protection of civil rights, he 
praised himself for appointing 
an Advisory Committee on Civil 
Rights last December and for 
asking Congress to give civil 
rights to the people of Guam and 
Samoa.

Then he declared that what 
is needed today are more chart
ers. such as the Internation
al B ill of Rights being pre
pared by the UN Commission 
on Human Rights.

And to precede this miserable 
performance. Walter White 
rushed to the microphone with 
a world-wide hook-up through 
the courtesy of the U. S. State 
Department, to apologize pro
fusely for the government, say
ing it  was ashamed of lynching 
and doing everything i t  could 
to stop it!

About the only guest speakers 
who had anything worth listen
ing to was Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, 
director of research, who spoke 
many truths about capitalist ex
ploitation; the need tor socials 
ism to attack poverty; the need 
to resist red-baiting attempts at' 
intimidation, etc. Unfortunate
ly, to these sensible remarks he 
added the contradictory state
ment about the United Nations 
being the only hope for the 
world.

U. S. Note To Indonesians 
Backs Dutch Colonial Rule

The U.S. State Department’s intervention in the in 
ternal affairs of Indonesia on June 27 provides another 
graphic example of the reactionary character of the Tru
man Doctrine. «

At the end of the war, the In 
donesian people rebelled against 
any further continuation of the 
despotic Dutch rule that has en
slaved their land for hundreds 
of years. They set up their own 
government.

The British and Dutch capi
talists tried to smash this new 
republic. Supplied with bombers, 
tanks, artillery and ammunition 
from America they launched full 
scale war on the Indonesian 
fighters for freedom.
TOO POWERFUL

But the united resistance of 
the Indonesian people proved too 
powerful for these imperialist 
brigands. They could not drown 
the rebellion in blood in a short 
campaign as they had hoped.
They resorted consequently to 
delaying tactics, hoping to gain 
time.

The Dutch utilized this time 
to send an army of some 100,000 
troops to Java. Equipped with 
the latest death-dealing instru
ments made in America, the

Isn’t  this argument getting a little  thread
bare? Not everything out of Europe is bad. 
The English language, a European importation, 
for instance, seemed to work all right for 
Schwabe when he used i t  in testifying. We 
assume Schwabe can add and subtract accord
ing to rules of arithmetic that were imported 
from Europe. No doubt, Schwabe is proud of 
his Christianity, another product of the con
tinent he hates. And if  his ancestry were 
checked, i t  is doubtful he would prove to be 
the last of the Mohicans.

Capitalism itself and the ideas developed on 
its basis arose in Europe. Schwabe’s idea about 
the capitalist "righ t” to force workers to slave 
for starvation wages bears the trade-mark 
“ Made in Europe.” In  fact this idea was car
ried to its logical conclusion by such Euro
peans as H itler and Mussolini and Franco. Fas
cist-like thought, Mr. Schwabe, stems originally 
from Europe too.

Socialism is another concept that originated 
in Europe. I t  is the scientific answer devel
oped by the European workers to the reaction
ary program of the European Schwabes and their 
capitalist masters.

Like many other good things from Europe, 
the progressive idea of socialism is becoming 
Americanized. Scientific socialism is highly 
adaptable to the needs of the American work
ers. But Schwabe’s type of European ideas de
serve only the ash can. And that's where the 
American workers will put them eventually- 
along with all the Schwabes and their profit- 
mongering masters.

Uncover Plot To Establish 
French Military Dictatorship

A righ t wing plot to overthrow the French government 
and install a m ilitary dictatorship was uncovered this week 
as the government announced the arrest of a number of 
the conspirators.

Involved in the plot were 
prominent members of the re
actionary m ilitary and police 
castes including generals, fas
cists, monarchists, capitalists 
and priests.

Plans had already been pre
pared for a march on Paris to 
seize government offices and 
communications centers and bo 
liberate thousands of Vichyite 
political prisoners. The attack 
was scheduled to take place 
some time this month or in 
August.

into the newspapers was revealed when Vincent 
J. Banker, a vice-president of the powerful 
Chase National Bank died following a fight 
with H. J. MacTavish, another vice-president 
of the same bank. Hostilites broke out in the 
bar at a stag dinner for 45 executives of the 
bank.

*  *  *

Joe Felmet of Asheville, N. C„ a member of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, made a test 
case of the Jim Crow laws of his state by sit
ting in “ the Negro section”  of a bus. The judge 
was so infuriated that a white citizen of North 
Carolina defied Jim Crow that he ordered six 
months on a road gang for the defendant. When 
it  was pointed out that this was six times the 
permissible maximum sentence, the judge said: 
“ I  can’t keep all these things in my little  head” 
and reduced the sentence to the maximum— 
th irty days.

Philadelphia SWP Urges Unions 
To Run Labor Slates In Elections

FORGED DOCUMENT
The conspiracy was to be 

cloaked as a movement to pre
vent a “ communist”  seizure of 
power. Forged "communist”  doc
uments including “ a call to 
arms” were captured along with 
other plans of the plot.

The widespread nature of the 
conspiracy was indicated by the 
fact that two divisions of sup
porters were to be mobilized 
from western France and were to 
be joined by an armored divi
sion moving on the capitol from 
the French occupation zone of 
Germany and such other army 
units as could be won over.

The government hastily an
nounced that General Charles 
de Gaulle, leader of the French 
People’s Rally which is also 
committed to the establishment

of a “strong”  government, had 
had nothing to do with this 
conspiracy.

Nevertheless i t  is well known 
that de Gaulle enjoys the sym
pathy and support of all coun
ter-revolutionary groups such as 
were implicated in this plot. I t  
was with his permission that 
such elements were saved from 
the purge of fascists after the 
war and enabled to take over 
important posts in the army and 
police force.

The danger of m ilitary dic
tatorship irt Frhnce is not ended 
by the arrest of some of the lead
ing counter-revolutionists. The 
whole apparatus of the armed 
forces is still honeycombed with 
pro-fascist forces, waiting only 
for a leader and a favorable op
portunity to strike. The govern
ment itself recruits new sym
pathizers for the fascist dema
gogues by failing to solve any 
of the problems facing the mass
es. The danger of dictatorship 
will be removed only by the kind 
of purge and the kind of pro
gram that a Workers and Farm
ers Government would under
take.

Pass This Copy 
Of The M ilita n t 

To Your Neighbor

Dutch feel that this army is now 
strong enough to smash the in
dependence movement.

On May 27 they served an u l
timatum on the Indonesian Re
public, demanding “ uncondition-! 
al acceptance” of a Netherland 
crown representative to wield 
"fu ll”  government authority as 
virtual dictator. and the setting 
up of a “ gendarmerie" under 
Dutch command. The Dutch 
claimed they would then recog
nize Indonesia's independence 
Jan. 1, 1949. I f  the Indonesian 
government failed to bow to this 
ultimatum, the Dutch generals 
threatened full-scale m ilitary as
sault.

The Indonesian officials, rep
resenting the native Indonesian 
capitalists, accepted this u ltim at
um after delaying until June 23. 
But their capitulation so in 
censed the people that every po
litical party was forced to con
demn it.

Premier Sutan Sjahrir resigned 
and the Dutch ordered the at
tack to begin June 30.

I t  was at this point that the

State Department applied the 
Truman Doctrine. They sent a 
note to the Indonesian govern
ment promising “ to discuss”  f i 
nancial aid, provided the Indo
nesian officials bow to the Dutch.

This note was clearly intend
ed to put maximum pressure on 
the Indonesians, to disrupt re
sistance to the Dutch despots 
and place the Indonesian Re
public in the most unfavorable 
light possible before American 
public opinion when the slaugh
ter began. A further delay in 
carrying out the plans of the 
Dutch imperialists could not hurt 
these despots, since it would only 
give them more time to entrench 
their forces. And capitulation 
by the Indonesian officials, of 
course, would play completely 
into Dutch hands.
U.S. AIDS REACTION

The intervention had the ef
fect desired by Washington. 
Sjahrir decided to take back his 
post, but this time with the pro
viso that he be fully empowered 
to capitulate to D ut’h terms 
without even the formality of 
approval by the Indonesian gov
ernment. Whether this author
ity will be granted remains to be 
seen.

Thus we have been given an
other object lesson in the use of 
American economic power to bol. 
ster reaction abroad and under
mine the movement of the co
lonial peoples for freedom.

The Dutch reactionaries re
joiced. But the American work
ers, who sympathize with the 
Indonesian freedom movement, 
can only feel bitter resentment 
at this fresh blow to the valiant 
people struggling to establish a 
government of their own choice.

PH ILADELPHIA, Ju ly  1 — 
In  a le tte r to the leading un
ion bodies in  th is  area, the 
Ph ilade lph ia  B ranch of the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  last 
week proposed th a t “ the AFL 
Central Labor Union, the CIO 
Industrial Union Council, the 
Railroad Brotherhoods and rep
resentatives of legitimate inde
pendent unions unite in  pre
senting a labor ticket and labor 
candidates in the municipal 
elections”  to be held next fall.

The Philadelphia labor move
ment can in this way give a posi
tive answer to the Taft-Hartley 
Slave Labor Law, SWP Organizer 
Max Geldman declared in the 
letter.

“ The anti-labor demonstration 
put on by Democratic and Re
publican politicians in Congress 
shows clearly that labor can ex
pect only reactionary legislation 
from the National Association of 
Manufacturers-dominated boss

parties.”  it continued. “ Only la
bor's own candidates, controlled 
and directed by the organized la
bor movement, can protect the 
rights of American workers and 
assure the continuous progress of 
the labor movement.

“ Our Party plans to run can
didates for Councilmen in the 
coming elections. We wish to 
state, however, that we are ready 
to withdraw our candidates in 
favor of candidates of a United 
Labor ticket, or where a central 
body or local union may present 
independent labor candidates 
against the monopoly-controlled 
Democratic a n d  Republican 
Parties.

“ Since time is short, we urge 
that you give the above proposals 
the immediate attention that 
the serious situation demands. 
The period for the obtaining of 
signatures to place labor candi
dates on the ballot is from July 
21 to August 20.”


