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Kutcher Appeal 
Heard by Top 
'Loyalty' Board

NEW  YORK, April 1 — The top Loyally Review Board of 
the C iv il Service Commission yesterday afternoon held a closed 
hearing on the appeal of Janies Kutcher, legless veteran fired 
from his clerk’s job with the®job with 
Veterans Administration because 
of his membership in the Socialist 
Workers Part}'. The press was 
barred from the hearing, which 
took place in the Federal Build
ing here.

In addition to Kutcher and the 
three big-shot corporation lawyers 
who comprised the board, the 
others permitted in the hearing 
were Kuteher’s attorney, M. J. 
Myer of Chicago; Farrell Dobbs, 
National Chairman of the Social
is t Workers Party and itg presi
dential candidate last year; sfnd 
Sol D. Kapelsohn, attorney fo r the 
New Jersey State CIO Council, 
who expressed that organization’s 
opposition to Kutcher’s dismissal.

Following the hearing, attorney 
Myer, representing the Kutcher 
Civil Rights Committee, told re
porters that i f  the final review 
board issued an adverse decision, 
the KCRC would fight the case in 
the courts and, i f  neces&ary, up 
to the U. S. Supreme Court itself.

Kutcher, whose ease has be
come the spearhead1 of the fight 
against Ike government’s witch
hunt, said after the hearing that 
his testimony was essentially the 
same as he submitted to the VA 
Loyalty Board in Philadelphia 
last September, the text of which 
the top Board members had al
ready read. I t  was against the 
VA board’s decision upholding his 
ouster, that he appealed yesterday.

PANEL COMPOSITION
The three-man panel that re

viewed Kutcher’s ease consisted 
of John Harlan Amen, chairman, 
and John Kirkland Clark, both of 
New York, and Henry Parkman, 
o f Boston. A ll three arc long-time 
associates of conservative cor
poration law firms and' held high- 
ranking commissions in the armed 
forces during the war.

The Board’s permission for 
Dobbs to speak was the first op
portunity given the SWP to 
present its views before a gov
ernment agency since the party, 
was put on the Attorney General’s 
“ subversive”  lis t in November 
1947. Dobbs was called into the' 
hearing after Kutcher’s attorney 
convinced the panel that the 
views of the SWP were the real 
crux of the case.

DOBBS’ TESTIMONY
Under direct questioning by 

Myer, Dobbs stated that the basic 
aim of the SWP was (o transform 
capitalist society into a socialist 
society. To do this, the present 
form of government had to be 
changed into a Workers and 
Farmers Government. The party, 
however, docs not advocate ac
complishment of these aims by 

(Continued on page 2)

N. J. CIO Counsel 
Defends Kutcher 
At Hearing in N. Y.

NEW YORK, April 1 — A t a 
press conference following James 
Kutcher’s hearing before the 
Loyalty Review Board yesterday, 
Sol D. Kapelsohn, attorney for 
the New Jersey CIO Council, 
issued the following statement in 
(he name of Carl Holdeman, N. J. 
CIO President, on the Kutcher 
case:

"The discharge of the legless 
veteran . . .  is the most dramatic 
symbol of the witch-hunt sweep
ing the country today. The fight 
fo r his reinstatement is a critical 
test in the safeguarding of our 
civil rights. These are the decisive 
questions in his case:

PUBLIC WORKERS RIGHTS
“ Have public workers the same 

rights as other American c iti
zens, including the righ t to their 
own political beliefs, as guaran
teed’ by the Constitution ? Or can 
they be demoted to second-class 
citizens ?

“ Do representatives • of the 
party in office have the rig h t to 
proscribe other parties by decree 
and penalize their members? Or 
shall the'principle of free .political 
activity be preserved so that the 
American people can have fu ll 
and free expression fo r their 
political ia’eas and affiliations?

“ To support Kutcher is to 
defend the best traditions of 
American democracy."

“ Dove o f Peace99

SWP Vote Gain» in 
Los Angeles Election
LOS ANGELES, April 0— 

Incomplete returns in yester
day’s municipal p r i m a r i e s  
showed 1,300 votes fo r Myra 
Tanner Weiss, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate fo r Mayor. 
This .figure tpps the number 
of votes she received in past 
campaigns fo r Mayor in 1945 
and fo r Congress last year.

One of th e . main points, 
stressed in her campaign was 
the need fo r a struggle against 
the witch-hunts. As recogni
tion of this fact, she has been 
invited to take the negative in 
a debate on “ Should’ the Com
munist Party Be Outlawed?” 
on Television Station KFI, 
Sunday, A p ril 17 at 3 P.M.

Hew Murray's Machine 
Crushed M ilitant Local

By G. Mason
NEW KENSINGTON, Pa., April 2 — This is a report of 

how the bureaucratic machine led by Philip Murray employed 
force and violence, deceit and dictatorship to crush a union >of 
aluminum workers, Local 302 of®
the CIO United Steelworkers of 
America. I learned the story from 
interviews w ith three victims of 
the Murray machine, trade union
ists who are now serving prison 
sentences on trumped-up charges 
in Greensburg, Pa., and I verified 
the facts w ith  people here in 
New Kensington, the. home of 
Local 302 and the ALCOA sub
sidiary where its members are 
employed,

APPEAL TO OUR READERS 
ON THE MILITANT FUND

By The Ed itors

The success of our campaign for the $7,500 M ilitan t Fund 
depends prim arily upon our readers. This, o f course, is nothing 
new. I t  is,the support our readers and friends have extended to 
us through all the years of our existence that has made possible 
our regular publication.

But what is’ new in the situation arc the special efforts that 
are now imposed upon us. We have in mind not the increased 
technical difficulties and costs, w ith which all our readers are 
quite fam iliar, but the special tasks that a paper like ours must 
perform in the next period, especially in connection with the 
mounting offensive of reaction in this country.

In the struggle which is today central, namely, the struggle 
in defense of c iv il liberties, it is necessary to improve the striking 
power of The Militant, extend its influence and circulation, im 
prove its contents. It was with this in mind that we deliberately 
expanded our editorial staff at a time when this was extremely 
d ifficult to afford.

We believe that there has been a marked improvement in 
The M ilitant in the last few months. We are by no means 
satisfied with what has been already achieved, but intend to 
move ahead to greater effectiveness and efficiency.

We believe that our readers recognize and welcome the 
progress we have made and w ill aid us as generously and un
selfishly as they have in the past, in attaining our goal.

The in itia l response to our fund campaign has been hearten
ing. We ask our readers and friends to continue their, efforts 
and throw maximum possible support behind us in ihis im 
portant campaign.

The three men who are casual
ties in a fight for union democracy 
are William Greenwald, former 
treasurer; William J. Carson, 
former trustee; Albert Girardi, 
former plant chairman. Because 
they defied intimidation and 
pressure' of the steel union 
bureaucracy, they .were attacked 
on the streets of this city by a 
gang of Murray’s goons, The 
police took all the participants to 
ja il.

Before the judge, nine on-the- 
spot witnesses testified that the 
goons had w ilfu lly  attacked the 
three m ilitants without provoca
tion. Only two character w it
nesses, who had not even been 
present at the fight, testified to 
the “ good fa ith ”  of the goons. 
The court acquitted the goons 
who had started' the fight, and 
convicted the three of assault 
and battery, sentencing them to 
ja il w ith sentences, up to one 
year.

This incident last autumn was 
the climax to a struggle that has 
been going on in Local 302 for 
several years. I t  dates back to 
the rebirth of internal democracy 
in the local after V-J Day, when 
the members elected a group of 
m ilitant officers,, who began to 
press vigorously fo r action by' 
the company on a ll shop griev
ances.

A. conflict ensued between the 
local leaders and the Interna
tional representatives here, who 
refused to support the local’s 
effbrts to get increased wages 
end improved working conditions. 
Ait the end of 1947 Murray sent 
an investigating committee to 
New Kensington to find out why 
there was not more “ cooperation”  
between the local and the USA 
district office, whose director is 
W illiam J. Hart, chairman of 
the Allegheny County ACTU.

Around this time, another 
strain was put on the relations 
between the local arid the In- 

(Continued on page 3)

MOB VIOLENCE INCHED 
NT PITTSBURGH RALLY

PI 11 SBLRGH, A pril 4 —  A deliberately planned and or
ganized fascist-like attack was staged here last night upon some 
300 men and women who attended a Communist Party sponsored 
ra lly  at the North Side Carnegie ®
Music Hall. The meeting was held 
in protest against the tr ia l of the 
11 "Stalinist leaders.- -------------  -

M illing crowds, previously in
cited by speakers from a sound 
truck and by shouting “ pickets,”  
converged at a signal upon the 
hall exits, mauling; beating up 
and pursuing all those who came 
out, or appeared to come out of 
the meeting. Amid such cries as 
“ K ill them!”  “ H itle r would know 
how to handle you people!”  “ Get 
the Hunkies!”  and other red
baiting, anti-Negro and anti- 
Semitic slogans, men and women 
were slugged and chased.

Street car windows were smash
ed and rocks thrown as pursuing 
thugs sought to get at their vic
tims. Many innocent by-standers, 
among them a student reporter 
and several women, became ta r
gets of attack. The police, a fter
wards prided themselves because 
somehow a “ major rio t”  and 
“ more serious casualties”  had 
been averted.

The “ picket line,”  which served ■ 
as an organizing center fo r the 
vicious assault that followed, was 
sponsored by the Disabled Amer
ican Veterans, Amvets and Cath
olic War Veterans. This “ patrio
tic ”  cover was widely played up 
by the local press well in advance • 
of the meeting, along w ith open 
talk of “ .possible violence.”

The main contingent of some 
150 pickets, among whom there 
were reportedly also members of 
the American Legion and Vet
erans of Foreign Wars, was sup
plied by a veterans’ group and 
the Association of Catholic- Trade 
Unionists from UE Local 601 of 
Westinghouse at East Pittsburgh.

This organized group likewise 
brought out the official union 
sound truck and equipment. The 
601 truck remained parked across

the street from the hall through
out the meeting and the violence 
that followed. Prominent union 
figures like Mike Fitzpatrick, ex
ecutive board member, and other 
righ t wing leaders of Local 601, 
lent support not only by their 
presence but also by manning the 
loudspeaker.

The “ pickets”  not only shouted 
rabid slogans but tried to incite 
mob fury in other ways as well. 
They ranged themselves on the 
stairway to the hall, blocking the 
entrance.
As people mounted the stairs or 
went into the meeting they were 
jeered, hissed, booed, grabbed at 
and spat upon.

As this hysteria ■ was being 
whipped to fever pitch, Charles 
Owen Rice, , well-known “ labor”  
priest and leader of the ACTU, 
mounted the sound truck and in 
passing threw out a few comments 
to “ caution against violence.”  In 
effect, his appearance actually 
served to lend chui’ch sanction to 
the fascist-like demonstration.

The prominent part of Catholic 
veteran organizations • and the 
ACTU in the scandalous and 
sinister attack in Pittsburgh 
serves further to underscore the 
roll of spearhead fo r reaction that 
the Catholic hierarchy is playing 
more and more openly.

Not the least scandalous fea
ture is the role played by certain 
gelf-avowed “ progressives”  and 
some people who even style them
selves “ socialists.”  During the en
tire period when this anti-demo- 
cratic, and in the last analysis, 
anti-labor demonstration, was in 
preparation neither the “ progres
sives”  nor the"“ members of the 
Socialist Party on the executive 
board of UE Local 661 uttered 
so much as a whisper in protest.

Heaviest Blitz 
On Civil Rights 
In U.S. History
Police-State Measures to Destroy Political 
liberties Flood State, Federal legislatures

By A lb e rt P a rker
The biggest threat to the liberties o f the Amer

ican people today conies not from  Moscow, but from  
Washington and the state capitals, where capitalist
politicians, masking themselves®'---------------- -------------------------------
behind slogans about a new war 
lo r “ democracy,”  are engaged ip 
the most ominous assault on 
democratic and political rights 
in I he nation’s history.

Many people, including some 
radicals, make the mistake of 
thinking that fascism is the only 
alternative the capitalist class 
has to democracy as a form of 
its rule. Not seeing any strong 
fascist movement around, they 
conclude that there is really 
nothing to worry about, that 
democracy is good fo r at least 
several years more. Such an ap
proach is superficial and can have 
suicid’al effects.

•
WHO’S INVOLVED 
. History shows that under capi
talist democracy there can be a 
great variety of situations — 
where the people are permitted 
many rights, or few. depending 
on (lie relationship of class 
forces and the vigilance of the 
working people. I t  is possible, 
even within a capitalist democ-' 
racy, fo r the masses to be de
prived of fundamental liberties 
while the formal trappings of 
democracy remain on the statute 
books. Pre - H itlerite Germany 
showed, fo r example, that many 
aspects of a police state can be 
introduced w ithin ’the framework 
of capitalist democracy, the right 
to vote, etc. Sober study of 
present trenals in the U. S. dis
closes that a similar situation is 
developing here at an alarming- 
pace, with the forces of repression 
being spearheaded' by “ demo

cratic”  politicians and brass hats 
rather than fascist legions.

General passivity -in the face 
of this threat is due prim arily 
to the misconception that only 
the despised and relatively small 
Communist Party is under attack 
and the rights of the rest of the 
population are unaffected. But 
a coVnmon feature of most(of the 
police state bills being introduced 
and passed is that they are pat
terned ,'on Attorney ~ General 
Clark’s “ subversive”  blacklist, 
compiled on the say-so of one 
government bureaucrat ana' in
cluding not only the Stalinists but 
working class groups b itterly op
posed to Stalinism.

How does this affect the rest 
of the population? F irs t of all, 
it  has an intim idating and ter
rorizing effect on the exercise 
by John Doc of h'is right to freely 
select and join the political party 
of his choice. Second, it  sets the 
precedent whereby the dominant 
parties can extend the blacklist 
to other organizations to which 
John t)oe already belongs.

SINISTER BILLS
Space does not permit a lis t

ing, let alone a description, of all 
the reactionary laws and bills al
ready drawn on this pattern. To. 
illustrate the trend and the danger 
we select just a few:

1. Both houses of the Mary
land Legislature have passed the 
Ober Bill, outlawing “ subversive”  
organizations and providing ja il 
sentences up to 20 years on their 
members. Suppose the working 
people in Maryland organize a

Pitt. Student at Stalinist Protest 
Rally Tells How Thugs Beat Him Up

Richard Kovar, a junior at Pittsburgh University and c'ampus 
editor of the student publication P itt News, attended the Stalin
ist meeting together w ith two other students in order to report i t  
— unfavorably. He wrote up his own experience w ith the fascist
like gangsters in the Pittsburgh Press.

He was beaten up getting out of the hail. W ith the help of 
a squad of policemen he and his friends were pushed into a trolley 
car, but a gang of six climbed into the car, followed them down
town, knocked Kovar down, kicked him in the back of the head 
and then ran away." He writes:

“ I t ’s a frightening thing to be trapped by a mob like that. 
There’s nothing you Can do. And there’s no explaining.

“ I ’m no Commie. My father, Timothy J. Kovar, is active in 
the American Legion. My brother, Robert, was an Army fighter 
pilot during the war. He was killed in a je t plane after the war.”

THOMAS E. DEWEY

Labor Parly — what is there to 
prevent i t  from being labeled 
“ subversive”  and suppressed 
Under this bill?-
• 2. The New York Legislature 

has passed and Gov. Dewey, has 
signed the Fcinberg Bill, which 
directs the Board of Regents to 
issue its own “ subversive”  list' i f  
i t  doesn’t want to use Clark’s, 
and to purge the schools of a ll 
teachers belonging to groups on 
the list. What is there to stop 
the Regents from including a 
teachers’ union led by militants?

3. The New Jersey lower 
house has. already passed the- 
Harris B ill taking away the rig h t 
to vote from all people belong
ing to “ subversive”  groups. What 
would stop the state government 
from extending its provisions *th 
all working class and other op
position groups i f  this b ill be
comes law?

4. In Washington, D. C., Rep. 
John S- Wood, head of the House 
Un-American Committee, has 
brought in a bill to bar “ sub
versives”  from employment in 
any plant working on a “ national 
defense”  contract, while his as
sociate, Rep. Francis E. Walter» 
has introduced a b ill to deprive 
“ subversives”  of their citizenship. 
Just how much democracy w ill be 
left when workers can be deprived 
of both livelihood and citizenship 
because of their political beliefs?

This is not a case of the boy 
crying wolf. Step by step -the 
U. S. is being transformed into 
a ’ "d’emocratic”  police state. The 
labor movement ik playing dead 
on this issue; i f  it  continues this 
way, i t  runs the risk of real 
death. I t  is time to sound the 
alarm! A ll defenders of demo
cratic liberties must unite to halt 
the advance of reaction.

The ACTU Whitewashes a Strikebreaker
By A r t  Preis

Francis Cardinal Spellman made 
front-page headlines from March 
3 to 11 when he personally direct
ed more than 100 seminary stu
dents in scabbing against striking 
Catholic cemetery workers in New 
York. The Catholic Worker, pub
lication of the small liberal Cath- 
lic Worker Movement, 'said this 
strike-breaking by the leading 
figure of thé Roman Catholic hier
archy in America sent a “ sense of 
shock. . . through the Catholic 
population.”

Yet Labor Leader, semi-month
ly  paper of the Association of 
Catholic Trade Unionists, has 
printed only one brief non-com
mittal reference to Spellman’s ac
tions, a paragraph in its March 
14 issue which merely states that 
Spellman had announced he would 
lead the seminaries through the 
picket lines and “ this he did.”  

(Continued on Page 2)

That’s how the ACTU paper in 
New York buried, w ithout com
ment, the story about a Catholic 
Cardinal/ leading strike-breakers 
against an ACTU-controlled un
ion of Catholic workers demand
ing the 40-hour week from a Cath
olic institution.

Instead of denouncing Spell
man, the March 28 Labor.Leader 
tries to whitewash His Eminence 
and cover up the ACTU’s mis- 
leadership and betrayal of the 
strike. Its article, “ Cardinal Acts 
to Heal Wounds of Cemetery 
Strike,”  praises Spellman’s “ char
itable”  publicity gesture in send
ing the cemetery workers each a 
$65 “ relief”  check. But i t  doesn’t  
say that the “ wounds”  were made 
by Spellman when he smashed 
their eight-week strike w ith 
strikebreakers!

H alf this article is an'attack on 
The M ilitant, which it  dishonestly 
links with the Stalinist Daily 
Worker. The article quotes the

March 21 M ilitan t’s charge that 
“ the ACTU firs t disoriented the 
strikers and then betrayed them!”  
I t  evades any answer to the spe
cific charge, but instead tries to 
discredit the M ilitan t by falsely 
charging inaccuracies or “ con
cealment”  of several minor facts.

For instance, the March 21 
M ilitant wrote that the workers 
“ had demanded a 40-hour week 
with no reduction in pay and time- 
and-a-half fo r Saturdays. The 
Cardinal graciously granted them 
his original offer of an 8 1 /3% 
weekly raise fo r 48 hours.”  But 
Labor Leader distorts this into 
“ the M ilitant. . . stated that the 
wage increase of over 8% was the 
same, increase offered from the 
beginning of the strike.”  The 
March 14 Labor Leader itself» 
stated that Spellman “ entered the 
dispute”  only on Feb. 27, six 
weeks after the strike began, 
when he called the strikers to a 
meeting on Feb. 28 and there “ of*

fered them a f la t $4.95-a-week in
crease.”

We arc not surprised that Labor 
Leader, which frequently lectures 
its readers on “ Christian moral
ity ,”  falsifies what we wrote and 
maliciously accuses us of “ con
cealing”  incidental facts. I t  wants 
to direct attention away from its 
own glaring concealment of the 
vita l facts. For during the entire 
eight weeks of the strike, Labor 
Leader gave almost no informa
tion on i t  and played i t  down with 
the obvious intent of minimizing 
the terrible scandal of the Cath
olic hierarchy’s denial of the 40- 
hour week to its workers, its re
fusal to meet w ith the union and 
its union-busting attack on it.

Up until March 14, Labor Lead
er published the following on the 
strike: 1. Jan. 31 issue, a m ildly- 
worded and conciliatory six-para
graph editorial on page 2, terming 
the strike merely a “ regrettable 
incident,”  but supporting the

strikers’ demand fo r the 40-hour 
week; 2. Feb. 14 issue, a brief 
story, on an inside page- under 
an inconspicuous headline, which 
urges the readers to “ pray”  fo r a 
“ just and immediate”  end of the 
strike; 3. Feb. 28 issue, just dne 
paragraph inside its “ Labor 
Round-Up”  column! And these 
ACTU hypocrites have the shairie- 
lessness to accuse The M ilitant— 
which published more on the 
strike than any weekly in the 
country—rof omitting facts!

Labor Leader has writteri not 
one word describing how Spell- 
riian led his strikebreakers thru 
a picket line of workers under 
the leadership .of the ACTU i t 
self, nor quoted Spellman’s boast: 
“ I admit to the accusation of 
strikebreaker and I  am proud of 
it. I f  stopping a strike like this 
isn’t  a thing of honor, then I  
don’t  know what honor is.”

Nor has Labor Leader reported 
(Continued on page 2)
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Labor Union Notes

The 'Socialist Call' 
Stoops to Slander

By B ert Cochran

They Meet A g a in

The March 4 Socialist. Call con
tains a hysterical diatribe against 
the Trotskyists and their alleged 
low-down morals. Our lack of 
morals is fu lly  illustrated in the 
local union election contest re
cently held at. Chevrolet Local 
424 o f the CIO auto union in 
Buffalo, according to the Call 
author, John V. Holmes, Erie 
County Secretary of the Socialist 
Party. He modestly entitles his 
article, “ Trotskyists Stoop To 
Gutter In  Vain Attempt To 
Capture Buffalo Auto Workers 
Local.”

The attack against the Trot
skyists is couched in holier-than- 
thou .terms of high morality. The 
author sets the tone by observing 
tha t we, the Trotskyists, lack an 
“ elementary sense of honesty, 
Justace and decency.”  In addition 
to this general condemnation, we 
are accused mpre specifically of 
numerous horrendous crimes and 
misdemeanors, not tlie least of 
which includes anti-Semitism and 
anti-Negro propaganda.

SERIOUS CHARGES
The last two .constitute 

m ighty serioug charge. Serious 
enough, go that while I  was in  
Buffalo last week, I  extended my 
stay to make a fu ll investigation 
o f the facts. I  have discussed the 
Call article and its assortment of 
accusations with a score of Buf
falo unionists from the Chevrolet 
as well as other locals and I  gm 
now in a position to tell the whole 
sordid story of the role of the 
Socialist Party in  the Buffalo 
labor movement.

To appreciate the fu ll meaning 
o f the hysterical outburst in  the 
Call, le t me sketch in the back
ground’ upon which the article 
appears.

Several months- before the local 
elections cgine up in the auto 
•union, the kept press in  Buffalo 
opened up a filthy  red-baiting 
campaign against Trotskyists and 
Trotskyism in the labor move
ment. On Jan. 21, the Buffalo 
Evening News carried a scorcher 
by  Fred Turner, its  “ red expert,”  
headed “ Westinghouse L a b o r  
Relations Imperiled by Trot
skyists.”  On f*eb. 18, the local 
paper ran a reprint of Victor 
Riesel’s column on how the local 
reds were stirring  up strikes in 
the Buffalo steel plants and 
hinting broadly that some of these 
m ilitants might wind up with “ a 
broken skull.”  This was followed 
by a new barrage in the Buffalo 
Evening News of March 2 and 
again on March 4 and March 7.

AIDED BOSS PRESS
What was particularly sinister 

about this newspaper attack was 
tha t i t  was not Just the usual 
red-baiting spree about m ilitant 
unionists and radicals g iving the 
local millionaires a hard time. 
This was something more. I t  was 
a fingering job on numerous in
dividuals based upon information 
which could only have been sup
plied by company officials and 
leading people inside the union.

The regional office of the UAW, 
which ran the campaign against 
the militants, happens in this 
case, to be under the direction of 
officers who belong to the same 
party as the author of the Call 
article. Martin Gerber, the re
gional director, is an avowed 
member of the Socialist Party 
and so is his assistant, Grey. In 
other words, these SP “ moral
ists”  leaked to the capitalist press 
all sorts of confidential' uniop 
information.

And what was the epd to 
jus tify  these* foul and unworthy 
means? To fuel the red-baitipg 
conspiracy of the employers and 
their newspapers against the 
progressive forces of the Buf
falo lgbor movement, so they 
could convert i t  into the small 
change of victory for their faction 
ipside the union. And not content 
w ith this base betrayal of trade 
union principles, hot to mention 
Socialist principles, they have the 
temerity to blather about our 
alleged lack of “ honesty”  and 
“ decency”  in  a pager that s till 
claims, so fa r as I  know, to be 
“ Socialist.”

When you examine the ¡facts 
,of the Chevrolet local union setup 
itself, the hypocrisy and bad faith, 
of the SP “ moralists”  take on 
tru ly  revolting hues. The fact is 
that the administration of the 
Chevrolet local is in the hands of 
the “ bookies”  and the local presi
dent, Joseph Kinecki, is a notori
ous racketeer. His union machine, 
which represents locally the 
proud, forward - looking “ labor 
statesman,”  Walter Reuther, is 
held together, not by ideological 
ties, but financial ones.

The “ Rafik and F ile”  group in 
the local union, headed by George 
Scheitinger, is a typical union 
progressive formation and con
ducted its campaign in the recent 
elections around a number of 
basic tenets of m ilitant union
ism. I t  sought to oust from of
fice not only a do-nothing, con
servative and company - minded 
administration, but as we see, a 
venal one, to boot.

This is the local situation which 
has evoked the moral lather of 
our Call “ Socialists”  and this is 
the local leadership which our 
“ Socialist”  author unqualifiedly 
endorses.

The shameful collaboration of 
the UAW Buffalo regional of
ficers with the capitalist press 
against the progressive members 
of their own union is no isolated 
a ffa ir. I t  is duplicated on a na
tional scale where the ftcuther 
bureaucracy unites with the em
ployers to red - bait and hound 
dissidents, m ilitants and radicals. 
Can any sincere fighter for the 
rause of labor conceive of any
thing more immoral than that?

SPECIFIC CHARGES
Now let us proceed to a few 

of the more important of the 
specific charges levelled against 
us by the indignant Call writer. 
Our moralist, Holmes, declares 
that the anti-Reuther opposition 
in the Chevrolet local “ used anti-

WOMEN UNDERSTAND THE 
NEED FOR PEACE

W ill Big Business succeed in dragging the United States 
into another world war? Not i f  the deepest wishes of the 
women of America break through into the arena of political 
struggle. Th^y know tha t 
another war w ith  its blood
shed, death and atomic ruin 
can mean the end of every
th ing we hold dear.

Leon Trotsky, who gave 
his life  in the struggle to 
make our globe safe fo r man
kind, understood what power 
women can wield when they 
decide the time has come fo r 
a basic change. Among these 
wage-earners a n d  house
wives, said Trotsky, w ill be 
found “ inexhaustible stores' 
o f devotion, selflessness and 
readiness to sacrifice.”

Trotsky spoke the truth.
Among our strongest sup
porters are women. They stand courageously beside their hus
bands in the battle fo r peace through socialism despite the d if
ficulties and hardships this often means. They tell their friends 
and neighbors about The M ilitant and how i t  fights fo r a world 
where children can grow up free from hunger and fear. They 
ask fo r contributions to help The M ilitan t spread the truth. 
They try  to widen the circle of M ilitan t readers, knowing that 
each new subscription may mean another recruit in the fig h t 
fo r the socialist world of the future — a world of brotherhood, 
good living, happiness and boundless progress.
' These are the pioneer women of today. Why not join their 

ranks ? Start your subscription to The b lilitan t now.
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City .................................... ................. State.

□  $1 Six months. □  $2 Full yegr. □  ?4 in combination with 
Fourth International, monthly magazine o f American Trot
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Negro propaganda against Negro 
supporters of the administration.” 
This is preceded by the opposite 
charge that the opposition was 
gu ilty  of “ try ing  to organize an 
all-Negro caucus”  and our stern 
judge adds the obiter djeta that 
this is “ an extreme type of reac
tionary action.”

The firs t charge is ma.de out of 
tyhole cjq.th. There is not even a 
shred of substance to it. Scheit
inger is an old-time m ilitant in 
the UAW and known by .everyone 
as an aggressive upholder of the 
rights of the Negro workers. The 
Rank and File”  group, everyone 

.conversant w ith the situation in 
formed me, was never even 
remotely guilty of any anti-Negro 
propaganda. As a matter of fact, 
one of the leading Negroes ip the 
local, Burnje McCall, was one of 
the most active campaigners for 
the opposition slate.

“ ANTI-NEGRO” CLAIM
The second charge betrays its 

author and his informants, con
demns them o f carrying awy*'d a 
heavy load of white -“ superiority.”  
Any $,o,cjalist — I mean a real 
Socialist, not ypthotip Call
.variety — understanding how the 
Negro workers bear the burden 
,of a double oppression and how 
they are discriminated against 
even in  the best CIO shops, is 
duty-bound to support their ef
forts to form their own union 
groups or clubs, i f  in their opinion 
that is absolutely necessary in a 
given situation to more effectively 
fight fo r their rights. Anyone 
who opposes this is not a Social
ist, but a soul-leas union bureau
crat. I  am taking particular 
pains to make this point clear 
even though it  has no specific 
bearing on the Buffalo Chevrolet 
local elections. The charge, like 
the previous one) is a phoney. 
Thei* was no effort made by the 
“ Rank and File”  group to urge 
the formation of a separate 
Negro caucus.

•The other serious charge %in the 
Call article relates to anti- 
Semitism. The author states that 
the opposition “ used anti-Semit
ism as a weapon against an ad
ministration candidate, Emmanuel 
Tabachnick, administration candi
date fo r recording secretary, who 
opposes both the CP and SWP, 
was called by the '' Trotskyist 
group a ‘New York Jew’ and ‘Jew 
Communist.’ ”

“ ANTI-SEMITISM”
This charge, unlike the previous 

ones, is not simply woven out of 
thin air. But as we shall show, 
i t  is really an accusation against 
the Reutherites and not against 
the opposition. Tabachnick. is 
known as generally sympathetic 
to the Shachtmanite Workers 
Party and has become the mouth
piece fo r the local Reutherite 
crew. Like the brethren of the 
SP, he has decided to line up with 
the new bureaucracy. Not only 
has he embraced the Reuther 
machine and is busy thinking up 
wise-guy arguments against the 
militants in his own shop, but his 
Socialist “ morals”  are not of the 
sort to inhibit him from in
dulging ifi a b it of red-haiting on 
his own.

The Reutherites, as all informed 
labor . observers aware, are 
flooding the unions /W ith the 
bosses’ witch - hunting hysteria. 
The SP’ers have taken their place 
in the front ranks, of this shriek7 
ing chorus. Tabachnick puts fyis 
two cents in to help the reac
tionary wave along. Under the 
circumstances, i t  is scarcely sur
prising that he himself has be
come the victim  of his own 
handiwork.

I  have the solemn assurance of 
outstanding Buffalo unionists that 
not one of the leaders or active 
supporters of the opposition gave 
any aid or comfort to this reac
tionary propaganda. But in the 
poisonous atmosphere worked up 
by the Reutherites, i t  is entirely 
possible that some rank and file 
porkers gave .vent to th is ¡(ype of 
prejudiced sentiments.

I  have personally observed more 
than once that when misguided 
radicals help ligh t the fires of 
r,ed baiting, they are often the 
first to be consumed by. the 
fjpmes.

These two Displaced Bersons, Herman Borenkraut (1) and 
Albertas Bauras (c) arrived in New York from Europe on the 
Marine Falcon. Going through customs, Borenkraut noticed Bauras, 
remembered him as a Nazi storm trooper, the very one who led 
Borenkraut to a concentration camp, Borenkraut charged. Both 
are being questioned by immigration officials.
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force and violence. Its  method, 
said Dobbs, is to educate and 
convince a majority of the neces
sity for socialism, w ith the ex
pectation that the majority would 
agree.

I f  there were any violence in 
the course of the transition from 
capitalism to socialism, Dobbs 
emphasized, i t  would be because 
the small m inority whose interests 
are tied with capitalist private 
property would forcibly resist 
and use violence to thwart the 
w ill of the majority. -In that case, 
he said, the m ajority would 
defend their rights by force, i f  
necessary,, and the SWP would 
support the majority.

Dobbs said that the SWP is op
posed to Stalinism because the 
Communist Party dqes not act 
in the interests of the workers, 
because i t  is just a tool of the 
Kremlin bureaucracy w h i c h  
usurped political power in the 
Soviet Union after the death of 
Lenin. The present Soviet govern
ment, he said’, rules not in the 
interests of the Russian workers 
and peasants but only in the in
terests of the privileged bureau
cracy.

' V
ATTITUDE TO WAR

He testified that the SWP con
ducted political opposition to the 
last war because i t  was an im
perialist war carried out only in 
the interests of the capitalist 
class. But the SWP did not ad
vocate sabotage or any similar 
form of individual action because 
:it was ineffective, fu tile  and in 
violation of the aim of the SWP 
to win the m ajority fo r a trans
formation of society.

The best example of the SWP’s 
policy with respect to service in 
the armed forces, said Dobbs, was 
Kutcher himself. SWP members 
do not refuse to go into the army 
when drafted. In the event of an
other war, the SWP would con
tinue its political opposition as a 
party and its individual members 
would act as they did in the last 
war. He added that the SWP is 
not connected with any foreign 
government or agency.

He concluded his direct testi
mony by stressing that no person 
by virtue of membership in the- 
SW1P would be caused, in the 
words of ithe law, to “ commit acts 
of sabotage, espionage, sedition 
or treason,”  or, i f  employed by 
the government, to divulge con
fidential information or “ perform 
their duties in a manner to serve 
the interests pf any other gov
ernment”  or to "aaVocate revolu
tion by force and violence.”

The lawyers of the Board then 
put Dobbs through a rigorous 
cross - .examination, . c e n t e r  e d 
mainly on the question of ad
vocacy of force apd- violence, the 
usual false charge levelled at 
Marxists by .capitalist inquisitors. 
They hammered a* iQobbs w ith 
a ll sorts of hypothetical ques
tions ip ap attempt to exact from 
him an admission, direct or in 
direct, that the SWP advocates 
force and violence or unconstitu
tional methods to achieve its 
aims. But Dobbs’ replies set the 
record straight and showed these 
questions were really designed to 
confuse the issue and distort the 
SWP’s position.

Attorney Myer -introduced in 
evidence to support Dobbs’ state
ments the SW'P’s 1948 election 
platform and The Voice of Social
ism, a pamphlet containing cam
paign speeches of Dobbs and other 
SWP leaders.

MYER’S ARGUMENTS
jfy.t the conclusion .of the hear

ing, IVjyer was permitted to “ argue 
the record”  on fhe legality of the 
procedure. challenged the con- 
s i i tu i io u a l i iy  of Truman’s Ex
ecutive Order 9835, upd.er which 
tjie ‘‘loyalty”  purge ip beipg con
ducted, and Section 9A of the

First Branch Returns 
Fili 17* of Militant Fund

By Beba Aubrey
Campaign Manager

Hatch Act, on wljich the Ex
ecutive Order is based. The 
Hatch Act makes i t  unlawful fo r 
any person to receive compensa
tion from  the federal government 
who advocates or is a member of 
an organization that advocates 
the overthrow of the government. 
The Act does not qualify “ over
throw”  in any way, nor does i t  
specify by “ force and’ violence”  
or “ unconstitutional means.”

Myer declared that both Tru
man’s order and the Hatch Act 
constituted restrictions on the 
rights of free speech, press and 
assembly guaranteed to every 
citizen by the firs t Amendment to 
the U. S. Constitution.

The Executive Order, using 
such vague and undefined terms 
as “ disloyal,”  “ communist,”  “ over
throw by unconstitutional means” 
and “ subversive”  lent itse lf to 
arb itrary and discriminatory ap
plication by government officials. 
He showed' how officials, under 
the guise of applying these terms, 
were firing  people fo r their 
religion, color, or out of personal 
apipiogity,
UNCONSTITUTIONAL

I t  was an unconstitutional 
violation of due process of law, 
guaranteed by the F ifth  Amend
ment, fo r Attorney General Clark 
to put the SWiP on his blacklist 
without a hearing, said Myer. 
The VA administrator considered 
himself bound by this lis t under 
the Executive Order 9835, so that 
he dismissed a member of the 
SWP, Kutcher, w ithout any real 
hearing.

The Board recognized that since 
i t  jts e lf was set up under this 
same Executive Order, i t  could 
not declare void and illegal the 
very order from which i t  got its 
own existence and authority. The 
Board members also contended 
that working fo r the government 
is not a righ t but a privilege, and 
that the government could take 
away that privilege at w ill fo r 
any reason or no reason at all.

To this, Myer answered that 
where the government attempts 
to base the discharge of an em
ploye on the grounds of “ dis
loyalty”  and political views, then 
the government’s right to fire 
is subject to constitutional lim ita
tions.

In a statement after the hear
ing, Myer said: “ In my opinion, 
regardless of the desires of the 
individual members of the panel, 
it is impossible fo r them to render 
a yalid legal decision because they 
are '  them,selves hound by the 
(erms of the Executive Order 
which sets up the eptire program 
and tjhat .order is itse lf funda
mentally and fa ta lly  unconstitu
tional- So long as the B.oard 
operates w ithin the framework 
of that ordei-i no one coming be
fore i t  can receive a decision 
consistent w ith  the Constitutional 
provisions of free speech and due 
process. I t ’s like asking an of- 
fieial to decide that the law from 
which he dterives his function and 
authority is an invalid law.

“ Therefore, the Kutcher Civil 
Rights Committee, in the event 
of .an adverse decision, intends 
to challenge the whole procedure 
of the Executive Order in the 
courts which do have power to 
declare i t  invalid and to take the 
matter, i f  necessary, right up to 
the U. S. Supreme Court.”

SCOREBOARD FOR MILITANT FUND
Branch Quota Paid Percent
Seattle S 50 $ 50 100
Newark 250 110 44
San Franciscq-Oakland 500 194 39
F lin t 200 60 30.
Philadelphia 400 111 28
St. Paul 200 55 28
Pittsburgh 10Ò 25 25
Buffalo 500 118 24
New York 2,000 430 22
Worcester 2-5 5 20
Baltimore 100 15 15
Cleveland 150 22 1-5
Lynn 50 6 12
Minneapolis 400 40 10
St. Louis 50 5 10
Detroit 500 36 7
Chicago 250 6 2
Akron 200 0 0
Allentown 25 0 0
Boston 150 0 0
Los Angeles 600 0 0
Milwaukee 150 0 0
Morgantown 25 0 0
New Britain 50 0 0
N,ew Haven 25 0 0
Reading 50 0 0
Rochester 25 0 0
’Toledo 50 0 0
Youngstown 300 0 0
General 125 8 7

Total Through A pril 5 $7,500 SI,296 17
subscribed to in fu ll before the 
deadline.”

“ We are determined to make 
our quota on this Fund Drive,”  
writes Chicago, “ and I  know we 
w ill.”

Minneapolis rushed’ in-an in itia l 
$40 payment. Grace Carlson, or
ganizer fo r that branch, says: 
“ Although we have been hard h it 
by the ‘disinflation’ and the ac
companying unemployment, the 
comrades are very eager to aid 
The M ilitan t s ta ff in this finan
cial drive. Be assured that we 
w ill complete our quota by May 
15.”

The comrades in Pittsburgh 
w rite  that “ despite money being

‘tigh t’ we’ll try  to push i t  along 
in a hurry from  now on.”

GETTING IN  SWING
Even though some branches 

have not yet sent in in itia l pay
ments, their letters show that 
local campaigns are getting into 
fu ll swing.

“ The Akron branch voted 
unanimously to accept its quota 
and go ahead. A social a ffa ir 
tonight w ill start i t  off. We w ill 
have no trouble reaching the 
quota on time.”

Toledo branch reports: “ We 
nave been hard h it by lay-offs. 
However, we think we can make

our pledge of $50 and hope jobs 
may be obtained to go over the 
amount.”

The Morgantown comrades ac
cepted* a $25 quota. “ We are suve 
that we can meet this quote» 
100%. And i f  we can do more, 
all the better.”

W ith this kind of determination 
shown by Socialist Workers Party 
branches, we are sure that the 
confident prediction made by 
James P. Cannon in last week’s 
column w ill be fu lfilled  — “ The 
promised fund of $7,500 w ill be 
paid on the line and the regular 
appearance of The M ilitant w ill 
be assured.”

ACTU WHITEWASHES STRIKEBREAKER
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(Continued from page 1)
how Spellman tried to slander the 
work of the cemetery workers 
when he claimed they “ regularly 
open about 42 graves a day, while 
his boys (strikebreakers), he said, 
opened about ninety in one day.”  
(N. Y. Times, March 4.) As the 
March 4 N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
explained, the strikebreakers 
“ were told to dig only four and 
a half feet deep, so as to save 
time and lessen the danger of 
cave-ins. Normally graves are 
dug nine feet deep for the firs t 
coffin, then reopened twice to ad
m it two more coffins.”

ACTU CAPITULATION
True enough, the ACTU leaders 

and the March 14 Labor Leader 
complained against Spellman’s 
labeling them as “ communists.”  
But they capitulated abjectly to 
his demand that CIO Cemetery 
Workers Local 293 disaffiliate 
from its “ communist”  CIO in
ternational. The damaging blow 
this dealt the whole labor move
ment has been pointed out not 
only by The M ilitant, but by the 
A p ril. Catholic Worker, which 
wrote:

“ Responsible labor leaders feel, 
and justly, that by forcing the 
strikers to do this the Cardinal 
has dealt a hard blow to the CIO 
in particular and labor in gen
eral. -Hereafter whenever an em
ployer comes to the conclusion 
that his workers’ demands are un
just, he can use the Cardinal’s ac
tion as a precedent to refuse to 
deal w ith their demands unless 
they give up their allegiance to 
what he can term a communistic 
union. Today i t  is a local in the 
CIO, but tomorrow i t  might be 
any labor organization at all.”

Labor Leader of March 14 did 
report the fact that a meeting of 
the strikers at f irs t rejected the 
Cardinal’s arrogant terms. But 
i t  didn’t  consider “ newsworthy”  
the resolution of the strikers de
claring their opposition to “ the 
union’busting tactics of any em
ployer, including the Catholic 
Church when i t  acts as an employ
er.”  And a few days later, the 
ACTU leaders of Local 293 ram
med Spellman’s terms, previous
ly  rejected by the strikers, down 
their throats.

Why hasn’t  Labor Leader pub
lished the exact words of the set
tlement? Is i t  too fu ll of jokers?' 
Why hasn’t  i t  published the state
ment of David Sullivan, vice-pres
ident of the A F L  Building Ser
vice Employes, who made the 
backroom deal w ith Spellman 'to 
recognize the A F L  union as the 
bargaining agent of the cemetery 
workers and who said, “ I  have 
assured the Cardinal that such a 
strike w ill never occur under my 
leadership.”

The article in which Labor 
Leader attacks The M ilitant at
tempts to represent Spellman as 
conciliatory to the workers, w ill
ing to make concessions. But La
bor Leader never published his 
statement, issued after the strike 
Was settled, in  which he continued

to speak of the strikers as “ con
fused and misled souls”  who had 
engaged in an “ unjusified and im 
moral strike.”  I t  wasn’t  Spell
man who yielded, but the ACTU 
leaders of Local 293.

The truth  of the whole matter 
is that the ACTU leaders were 
opposed to the strike, but were 
forced to go along- in order to 
retail! their control. Labor Leader 
v irtua lly  admits this when i t  re
veals, in the article attacking us, 
that “ both Joseph Manning, local 
president, and John Sheehan, un
ion attorney, urged the men to 
delay strike action. But there was 
no holding them.”  Manning pnd 
Sheehan, of course, are ACTU’- 
ers.

While the ACTU leaders in 
New York were compelled by 
their circumstances to give a 
show of support fo r the strike, the 
ACTU outside of New York play
ed “ neutral.”  Thus, the February 
Wage-Earner, publication o f the 
Detroit ACTU, showed a fine 
“ im partia lity”  by publishing a

“ debate”  under the headline: “ Cart 
Strikers Refuse to Bury the 
Dead? — No! Says Fr. Smith.”  
I t  quotes fo r nine paragraphs the 
attack on the strike by F r. W il
liam J. Smith, Jesuit head of 
Brooklyn’s Crown Heights “ La
bor”  School, and then quotes the 
Jan. 31 Labor Leader editorial fo r 
four paragraphs te lling why the 
strikers should have a 40-hour 
week.

The prize comment on the strike 
was made by the Rev. Charles 
Owen Rice, chaplain of the P itts
burgh ACTU and most prominent 
“ labor priest,”  who wrote in the 
Pittsburgh Catholic that i t  was 
a “ delicate subject”  and that he 
was not “ competent to comment 
on the moral issues involved, they 
w ill have to be worked out on a 
higher level.”  By “ higher level”  
he means his ecclesiastical boss, 
Cardinal Spellman. For the “ la
bor priests”  and their ACTU, any
thing- Spellman does — including 
strikebreaking — is indeed a 
“ delicate subject.”

Kensington, 
might have

Coal Miners Greet 
'M ilitant1 Distributors

Coal miners near Pittsburgh 
welcomed distributors of The 
M ilitant on John Mitchell Day, 

the annual holiday 
commemorating the 
unicfii leader who led 
the successful strug
gle fp r the 8-hour 
day in the c o a l  
m i n e s. Literature 
Agent G. W - “of 
Pittsburgh writes: 
“ We sold all of the 
100 M ilitants of 
March 21 to miners 
celebrating Johnny 
Mitchell Day in New 
Pa. More literature 
been sold had the 

crowd not been limited by some 
miserable rainy weather.”  And 
J. F. of Pittsburgh reports that 
meny people gave us a dime 

instead of the nickel.”  Evidently 
d’eciding to plow part of their 
cash returns back into more stock, 
Pittsburgh ordered 100 extra 
copies of the A pril 11 issue.

Detroit too appears to be doing 
well in distributing The M ilitant. 
Literature Agent Shirley S. or
dered 100 extra copies of the 
March 28 issue. -

From Akron, Literature Agent 
Doris H. sent an order fo r 20 
extra copies of the April 4 issue. 
“ The comrades paid in advance 
fo r their extra copies,”  she writes.

St. Louis is try ing  to increase 
its bundle order by putting The 
M ilitant on magazine stands and 
in drug stores. “ These places, we 
learned, sell them better than 
newsstands where the people 
pass in .a hurry and d’on’t  look

over anything unless they are 
sure they are going to buy it ,”  
writes D. C. “ Today a Negro, part 
owner of the place where I  le ft 
some papers and pamphlets, 
stuffed the pamphlets in his 
pocket aqd said, ‘ I  am going to 
read all of these before I  sell 
them’.”

Alice P. of Michigan, who sent 
in fo r 15 extra copies ojf the 
March 28 issue dealing with the 
North Atlantic ’War Pact, says: 
‘•‘I t  is the best issue yet, end J 
want to send a copy to everyone 
I' have discusse'd World War I I I  
with and some besides for future 
use.”

Joy C. of Chicago “ criticized 
editorials on the Catholic Church 
in the past”  but thinks that the 
editorial in the March 28 issue 
on Cardinal Spellman’s strike
breaking “ is the most powerful 
article of this kind I  have seep 
in The M ilitant because- i t  deals 
so specifically w ith what the 
Church did to a section of the 
American workers.”

Our old friend and comrade, 
J., of Reading, wrote in to te ll us 
that recent, issues of The M ilitant 
are “ especially commendable.”  He 
also thinks highly of the March 
issue of Fourth International, 
monthly magazine of American 
Trotskyism. The Reading com
rades, lie says, are working out 
plans to get more subscriptions.

The comrades in the coal fields 
of West Virginia are also work
ing on the .problem of how to in 
crease circulation. Each member 
is taking a number of extra copies 
of The M ilitant to hand on to 
friends and acquaintances. M. F. 
believes The M ilitant is “ getting 
better and better all the time. 
A:nd that’s saying something!”

Seventeen branches of the 
Socialist Workers Party have 
already swung into action on 
the $7,500 M ilitant Fund cam
paign. Seattle branch has set the 
pace, fu lfilling  its $50 quota the 
same day the campaign opened; 
“ Just fo r once,”  writes Louise 
Black, financial secretary for 
Seattle, “ we thought we’d like 
to fill our quote promptly.”

A ll branches have expressed 
their confidence that qifotas w ill 
be fulfilled by the May 15 deadline 
Some branches indicate their 
quotas w ill be completed before 
the end of the campaign. Newark, 
fo r instance, has sent in 44% of 
its quota and w ill continue to 
send in the money as fast as they 
collect it. A. Chester of San Fran- 
cisco-Oakland attached a note to 
their $194 payment: “ I f  we keep 
this up, we w ill have our quota 
fulfilled before the end of the 
drive.”

F lin t branch says, “ We’re work
ing hard on i t ;  and i f  we can’t  
possibly make i t  — well, we’ll go 
down fighting.”  I t  looks as though 
they’ll make it, since they’ve al
ready reached ,the 30% line.

Buffalo’s “ campaign is in  fu ll 
swing and w ill undoubtedly be
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TROTSKY

“ In the l.ess privileged capitalist countries (Russia, on the 
one hand; Germany, Ita ly  and the like, on the other), which 
Were unable to engender a numerous and stable labor aristo
cracy, democracy \va$ never developed to any extent and suc
cumbed to dictatorship with comparative ease. However, the 
continuing progressive paralysis of capitalism is preparing' the 
same fate for the democracies of the most privileged and the 
richest nations; the only difference is in dates. The uncon
trollable deterioration of the liv ing conditions of the workers 
makes it less and less possible for the bourgeoisie to grant the 
masses the right of participation in political life, even within 
the limited framework of bourgeois parliamentarism. Any 
other explanation of the manifest process of democracy’s dis- 
lodgment by fascism is an idealistic falsification of things as 
they are, either deception or self-deception.”

— Leon Trotsky, Marxism in the United States, 1939.
LENIN

W hat Churchill Revealed About Pact
When the U. S. Secretary of State and the 

foreign ministers of eleven other capitalist’ 
countries affixed their signatures to the North 
Atlantic Pact on April 4, it was the occasion 
for flights o f oratory about “ peace”  and 
“ democracy.”  Truman fed the grandiose 
speech-making, hailing the greatest military- 
alliance in world history as something that 
“ w ill add to the strength of the fabric of 
peace throughout the world”  and “ a shield 
against aggressors.”

But the real aims of this imperialist pact 
are not to be found in the ceremonial speeches 
of the signatory diplomats jn Washington. 
The real tip -o ff on this pact is contained in 
the speech o f another visiting dignitary —- 
Winston .Churchill —  delivered in Boston 
four days before the pact was signed.

As the climax to his ferocious war-incita
tion against the Soviet Union, Churchill 
voiced what is the deepest, i f  not openly 
avowed, -feeling o f all the capitalist rulers in 
the world, lie  said: “ The failure to strangle 
bolshevism at its birth and to bring Russia, 
then prostrate, by ope means or another, into 
the general democratic system lies heavy 
upon us today.”

Thus, it is not merely the present Soviet 
Union under the police rule of Stalin that is 
the source of the war-like moves of the 
capitalist powers. Their mortal hostility flows 
from their hatred o f the Russian Revolution 
itself, their fear of the Soviet Union as it

was in the days of its birth under Lenin and 
T  rotsky.

Mad Stalinism never usurped power in the 
Soviet Union, had the most democratic gov
ernment ever known —  the Boishevik gov
ernment of workers, peasants and soldiers 
councils inaugurated by Lenin and Trotsky’s 
government —  continued to flourish, the 
capitalist powers would have been all the 
more determined to crush it w ith all the 
violence they could command.

Indeed, i f  the imperialists failed to “ strangle 
bolshevism”  at its birth, it was not fo r lack of 
trying. This "prostrate Russia”  o f 1917 to 
1921, as Churchill describes it, was assaulted 
by the armies o f all the legdipg capitalist 
nations, including the United States and 
Great Britain. The upsurge o f their own 
workers at home prevented at that time the 
imperialists from wiping put the young Soviet 
Union in blood.

Instead o f being a pact against the alleged 
"aggression” of the present Stalin regime, the 
North Atlantic m ilitary alliance is in reality 
the latest and most ominous stage of the 
long years of planning and preparations to 
complete successfully the aggression originally 
launched against the Soviet Union more than 
three decades ago.

And today, as then, only one force can f a i l . 
this aggression which is leading directly to a 
third world war of atomic destruction. That 
force is the working class of the world.

Letters'—or a Congress of Labor?
The top union leaders can no longer keep 

mum about the butcher’s job the Democratic- 
controlled Congress is doing on Truman’s 
promised “ Fair Deal”  program. The growing 
indignation o f ihe workers at what’s hap
pened to c ivil rights legislation and federal 
rent control —  and what’s in store on the 
issue of Taft-Hartley Act repeal — has forced 
the Trumanite union officials to some show 
o f alarm and verbal protest.

Thus, the CIO News is fu ll these days of 
bitter complaints about Congress. But what 
kind o f action do the (210 leaders propose 
to halt the continued march of reaction in 
Washington? Letters! Postcards! Telegrams!

The whole front page of the March 21 
CIO News consists of a picture of two hands 
in the process of writing a protest letter to a 
“ Dear Mr. Congressman.”  Underneath is a 
brief statement urging the workers to send 
similar “ letters, postcards or telegrams”  to 
their Congressmen and Senators. Its leading 
editorial says, “ I f  you’re like us, you’re a bit 
burned up about the trend of things in Con
gress”  and so "to heck with the fancy gram
matical phrases. Just lay it  on the line.”

Now, we have no objection to mass letter 
w riting when it accompanies more effective 
form? o f action. But the CIO leaders are 
urging a sheer waste o f paper and- ink, be

cause they offer letter w riting as a SUBSTI
TU TE  for the kind o f action that’s really 
needed.

The workers have seen for years the fu tility  
of reliance on letters to Congressmen to secure 
their demands. That’s' how the union leaders 
tried to stop passage of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
the gutting of rent control, etc.

Congress is afraid of letters and telegrams 
only when these are a prelude to more direct 
mass action. Written protests by themselves 
are just the patter of the rain on the roof. 
Congress will* act only when the roof leaks 
and the rain pours in j

The landlords didn’t confront Congress 
just with written words from afar. They or
ganized a mass mobilization in Washington 
of landlords from all over the country to 
put the heat on Congress to dismember ihe 
rent control b ill. They got results, too!

Organized labor can get results also if  it 
follows the- example o f the landlords. Let it 
call an immediate giant United Congress of 
Labor, with rank-and-file representation from 
every union, to convene in Washington on 
the very doorstep of Congress. Let this Con
gress pf Labor spearhead nation-wide united 
mass labor action. Congress won’t be ablp 
to toss that kind of protest into a scrap 
basket!

The Pittsburgh Outrage
There are some people who w ill try  to pass 

o ff as an "unfortunate incident” the fascist
like assault that attended the Stalinist- 
sponsored protest ra lly last Sunday in Pitts
burgh. Others, even more blinded by the 
red-baiting witch-hunts, w ill prefer to keep 
silent about it, especially about the leading 
role of the Catholic hierarchy. Still others, 
resorting to the slimiest o f evasions, w ill try  
to explain i t  away as being, after all, aimed 
“ only at the Stalinists.”

But the truth is that the Stalinists were 
only a convenient target for reaction, and 
nothing more. The truth is that the real blows 
were struck not at Stalinism but at the right 
of public assembly, the right of free speech, 
in short, at our basic civil liberties. The 
Pittsburgh outrage supplied a precedent for 
similar attacks on any and all other gather
ings. It helps create an atmosphere in which 
the organized labor movement itself would 
not be able long to survive.

For every honest unionist there is a terrible 
warning in what happened in Pittsburgh. Let 
us take, as a single instance, the fate of> many 
innocent by-standers who found themselves 
subjected to attack last Sunday. Their “ gu ilt” 
did not have to be proved.. They were im 
plicated on the sole ground of “ association.”  
They happened to be in the v ic in ity  and this 
sufficed to endanger their very lives. H itler

found "gu ilt by association”  indispensable 
for destroying the unions in Germany. This 
same procedure was put in force on the 
streets of Pitsburgh at a time when powerful 
forces in this country are seeking to legalize 
“ guilt by association” by w riting it  info 
federal, state and local statutes.

The forces of reaction, the would-be 
destroyers o f civil liberties, have every reason 
to gloat over their victory in Pittsburgh. 
They have been trying for a long time to 
whip up the war and red-baiting hysteria into 
lynch outbursts, and they have finally suc
ceeded in Pittsburgh. They hope and want 
to extend it to other cities, and, in the end, 
to unleash gangs traiped in this way against 
the unions themselves. They succeeded under 
the cover o f “ veterans organizations,”  and 
what is even more scandalous, under the 
cover of a group of local union leaders.

These men were misguided and perhaps 
unaware o f what they were really doing, 
but the labor movement cannot for a moment 
afford to take responsibilty for ther ignorance 
or gu llib ility . A crime was committed in 
Pittsburgh —  a crime against the vital in
terests of every trade union in the land. Be
cause, we repeat, every violation of civil 
rights sharpens the fascist axe which labor- 
haters now hold suspended over the organized 
labor movement.

Worcester Firms 
Chisel on Wages 
As Jobless Grow

By Irene  James
W ORCESTER, Mass.. April 3—

I t ’s always ihe man who answer?, 
the door these days,”  Ihe m ilk
man remarked as he collected the 
bill. “ The men have been laid o ff 
and they’re home taking care of 
the kids. The women are out on 
cheap jobs.”

This gives a pretty goon’ pic
ture of unemployment in Wor
cester. The only jobs open are 
fo r wo.men, the worst kind of 
drudgery at wages lower than 
average unemployment benefits. 
With this miserable paycheck to 
supplement unemployed relief, a 
family can manage to eat and pay 
rent, and go deeper in debt.-

Workers here, cut to two or 
three days a week, were probably 
surprised to see in the paper that 
the -average wage in Massa
chusetts is $57. They must wonder 
what mythical average worker 
ever received this amount.

Layoffs and short work-weeks 
are not the only problem. Direct 
nnd indirect wage cuts are gen
eral. One steel plant here laid o ff 
on flimsiest pretexts, a number 
of office workers with five or six 
years seniority, who were making 
90c. an hour. Then they wrote 
the high schools asking for office 
help — at 60c. an hour! I f  this 
trend continues, both parents w ill 
soon be at home while the children 
are out working.

So fa r the unions here have 
advanced no program fo r the un
employed. A phony optimism is 
generally expressed: “ Everything 
w ill pick up »in A pril.”  As against 
spell hopes, one gf the largest 
steel pjants, working a' 45-hour 
week, has recently laid o ff 400.

There are no accurate figures 
on unemployment. The number 
getting benefits is misleading 
since many workers do not qualify 
for benefits and many others 
have already exhausted theirs. A 
mechanic who works as a baby 
sitter a couple of nights a week, 
a woman who has one day’s work 

week at Woolworth’s, and 
workers on a five weeks tem
porary layo ff are considered “ em
ployed.”

The workers are getting rest
less, and b itter about the inaction 
or indifference of the union 
leaders. The next months should 
bring increasing militancy from 
the rank and file, who w ill demand 
concrete answers to the problems 
of the unemployed.

Vote New■ Y ork  T a x i S trike

A fte r voting to strike, these New York cabbies rush forward 
to shake hands with Regional Director Leon Zwicker of the Taxi 
Workers Organising Committee, an affiliate of- Local 35, United 
Construction Workers, part of the United Mine Workers. On April 
1 they began their strike for higher wages, shorter hours and im
proved working conditions. Mayor ,0’Dwyer threw a conc.entra-* 
tion of 3,000 extra police on the streets to protect scab drivers, 
while the press opened a war of nerves on the strikers in a back- 
to-work campaign. As this is written, the strike has reached a 
critical stage and Zwicker has been replaped by another organizer.

PHILAÆETING HITS POLICE 
ASSAULT ON CIVIL RIGHTS

By J. \ I ih u it
PHILADELPHIA, March 31 — 

A well - attended meeting to 
protest local police attacks on 
civil rights and to demand an 
tnd to the frameup of Fred 
Simpson was held here last 
Saturday night at Socialist Work
ers Party headquarters. The main 
speakers were James Price, presi
dent of D istrict 1 of the UE-CIO; 
W illiam Gardner Smith, P itts
burgh Courier repoiter and 
author of the novel, Last of the 
Conquerors; and Fred Simpson, 
victim of police race prejudice.

Simpson has been indicted on 
the fantastic charge of “ main
taining a disorderly house,”  for 
which the penalty is $500 fine 
and one year in ja il. His home 
was invaded by police, without 
warrant, shortly after midnight 
on March 5, during an inter
racial party held’ to protest the 
continued imprisonment of Bayard 
Jenkins, a young Negro con
victed of a murder to which an
other mail has confessed.» The 
38 people present at ,tlie party 
were arrested with Simpson .and 
kept overnight in overcrowded, 
filthy  cells. ,

Opposition Holds Ground
Elections in U A W Show

DETROIT — Local union elec
tions have been completed in the 
CIO auto union. One of the out
standing features of this year’s 
contests has been the unusually 
large turnout in the voting. Many 
veteran unionists interpret this 
as a demonstration on the part of 
numerous new young union mem
bers against the companies and 
their speedup campaigns.

From all indications, the rela
tionship of strength between the 
Reuther administration and his 
opponents remains roughly the 
same as before the elections. I f  
we center our analysis on Michi
gan, the union’s stronghold, we 
find Reuther retaining control of 
practically all the key locals that 
he held previously. The opposi
tion has likewise maintained its 
strength.

Thus, fo r example, in Detroit, 
Chrysler Local 7, East and West 
Side Tool and’ Die Locals IS® and 
157, Ford Locals 400, 600, and 
900, Briggs Local 212, etc., 
remain in the Reuther column. 
The opposition kept its leadership 
of Briggs Local 742, Hudson 
Local i54, Fibre Local 205, 
Packard Local 190, Chevrolet 
Local 262 and maintained its posi
tion in the main in Budd Local 
306. The Stalinists retained their 
bold of Bohn Local 208 and Fisher 
Body Local 45 in Cleveland. They 
lost their key position, however, 
by the Reutherite victory over 
them at Plymouth Local 51.

In addition to this, the Reuthe- 
rites scored heavily in ousting 
the opposition leadership of Buick 
Local 599 in F lin t, as well as 
such medium-sized locals in • De
tro it as Motor Products Local

203, Fleetwood Local 1-5 and 
Cadillac Local 22. In return, the 
opposition ousted the Reuther 
forces in the big Dodge Local 3, 
in Kaiser-Frazer Local 142, in 
Detroit "Steel Products Local 
351, in Local 202, as well as a 
number of locals in the Saginaw- 
Bay City area.

A ll in all, the Reuther machine 
displayed Its enormous strength 
in the union and demonstrated 
that red - baiting retains its 
potency as a weapon of the 
bureaucracy.

On the other hand, the fact that 
the opposition could maintain its 
strength in this period, despite 
the intrenched might, unscrupul
ous methods and .ceaseless cam
paigning of the administration, 
is great, tribute to its  courage 
and testimony that i t  has sunk 
deep roots in the auto union.

Murray Machine Crushes Local
(Continued from page 1)

ternational. The members of 
Local 302 overwhelmingly ap
proved a proposal that Frank 
H ill, their president, and perhaps 
another member, should run as 
candidates in the municipal elec
tions.

But the International turned 
thumbs down on this attempt at 
independent political action, and 
ordered the local to support poli
ticians from the, capitalist parties. 
When th is- “ decree”  was sub
mitted to the rank and file, they 
rejected it unanimously.

MURRAY TAKES OVER
This incident ruptured a ll of 

the locals’ relations with the 
Murray bureaucracy. Murray sent 
in gn administrator named W il
liam B. Gravatt, who took over 
the affairs of the local in 
January, 1948, suspending the 
en.tire lqcal leadership. Ind if
ferent to the needs and working 
conditions of the members, 
Gravatt set out to turn the union 
into a mere dues-collecting agency 
fo r the steel bureaucracy.

The speedup was growing in 
the shop and becoming intolerable 
to the workers. A two-day layoff 
was the penalty fo r fa iling  to 
meet departmental quotas. Failure 
to meet them a second' time meant 
outright dismissal. One time a 
whole unit of 19 workers was laid 
o ff solely because, one of them 
had failed to meet his quota.

The administrator, however, 
ignored the appeals of the mem
bers for a fight against the speed
up. He even resorted to strike
breaking as a means of subduing 
the workers. When,an entire de
partment staged a w a l k o u t  
against certain arbitrary com
pany dictates, Gravatt ordered 
the workers to get back on the 
job and do as the company 
ordered — or else.

Such behavior by Gravatt only 
increased the prestige of the 
deposed local leaders, so the Mur
ray machine set out to discredit 
them completely and drive them 
out of the plant. An all-out red
baiting slander campaign was 
launched by Gravatt, w ith the 
eager assistance of the local 
press and radio. Gravatt person
ally appeared before the Rotary 
Club, denounced the militants as 
agents of “ subversive”  organiza
tions ana’ implied they would be 
gotten rid  of.

FRAMEUP TR IAL
/ The next step of the Murray 
machine was to bring up on

charges 15 of the leading union 
members, including the three now 
in prison. The tr ia l board was 
packed w ith men sent in by the 
Murray machine. The charges 
were a melange of lies, distortions 
and half-truths.

There were nine charges, most 
of them covering alleged im
proper use of the local’s finances, 
“ libeling and slandering Interna
tional and local officers,”  interfer
ing “ w ith  International officers in 
the discharge of their duties,”  
and finally “ conspiracy to com
m it the above acts”  in violation 
of the union constitution.

At the demand of the defend
ants the press was admitted to 
the tr ia l proceedings, which lasted 
for two months — from July to 
September 1948. The evidence 
showed that the whole a ffa ir was 
a frameup, that the defendants 
had done nothing which was not 
approved by the local membership 
at regular meetings, including 
authorization for financial ex
penditures and the decision to 
protest the bureaucratic imposi
tion of an administrator.

RED-BAITING STRESSED
But the tr ia l board was not 

concerned with the facts. Mur
ray, Gravatt and Co. laid their 
main stress on alleged relations 
between some of the defendants

and “ members of communist sub
versive organizations which have 
been declared to be such by U. S. 
Attorney General Clark.”  Proof? 
An article about the high-handed 
methods of the Gravatt dictator
ship had’ been printed in the 
Daily Worker, and one of the 
defendants was discovered to 
“ have taken part in the acti
vities”  of an organization on 
Clark’s blacklist — the Interna
tional Workers Order.

For the Murray machine that 
was enough evidence to hang the 
defendants, even though none of 
the charges pertained to “ sub
versiveness.”  The verdict they 
recommended was to expel about 
half the defendants, acquit a few 
who had buckled down to Gravatt 
and’ put the others on long 
periods o f probation.

ROTTEN FRUITS
A 16-page pamphlet reporting 

the tr ia l board’s finding was dis
tributed to every member, and 
the red - baiting campaign was 
stepped up. Nevertheless, the 
members of Local 302 voted to 
reject both the board’s findings 
and recommendations. And when, 
shortly afterward, the adminis
trator agreed to hold an flection 
fo r grievance committeemen, the 
solidarity of the membership 
against the Murray machine was
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again demonstrated when the rank 
and file candidates easily defeated 
those put forward by Gravatt.

I t  was at this point that M ur
ray’s goons were sent out to 
attack Greenwald, Carson and 
Girardi. Many members believe 
that the intention was to have 
them beaten so badly that they 
could not return to the job fo r 
five days. A company ruling 
provides that anyone out that 
long must be examined by the 
company physician, and can then 
easily be fired as “ unfit”  to work. 
I t  didn’t  turn out that way, but 
the three were gotten rid  of 
anyhow. Since then, a number of 
the other local leaders have been 
compelled to leave town.

Since then the rank and file 
have become demoralized to the 
point where many say' i t  would 
be better i f  there were no union 
in the plant at all. In the recent 
period the AFL has been signing 
up members, w ith the aim of 
getting an NLRB election in the 
plant.

Such are the fru its  of union 
bureaucratism — uniqn - busting, 
suppression of democracy, de
moralization of the workers and 
sabotage of the struggle against 
the employers.

A t the hearing next morning 
before Magistrate John F. Daly, 
Simpson was held on $500 bail on 
the “ disorderly house”  charge, 
while the others were freed. I t  
was here, after looking over the 
mixed group, that Daly shouted: 
“ We mean to break this thing up, 
and we are GOING to break it  
up!”  I t  was here also that Daly 
made the profound statement, 
‘ I f  you have 3-9 people together, 
mixed, in a small house, there is 
bound to be disorder.”  This state
ment has aroused great indigna
tion, even from Republican Negro 
spokesmen who had supported 
Daly fo r election in the 38th 
Ward.

THE REAL “ CRIME”
On opening the meeting Max 

leldman, SWP organizer who was 
chairman, told the audience: “ We 
know that Simpson’s real crime 
— our real crime — was having 
Negroes and whites meet together 
in the same house for a party. 
Even the police admitted wre were 
extremely quiet and orderly.”

James Price, in his. address, 
cited the sim ilarity between thè 
present attacks on civil righ ts 
and the “ hysteria which followed 
World War I.”  He emphasized 
the need fo r jo in t action by or
ganized labor and minorities in 
order to combat this menace, 
which threatens the unity of the 
labor movement.

Smith told of experiences w ith 
prejudiced m ilita ry police in Ger
many, and the.patterns of police 
terro'rism in Negro neighborhoods- 
here. “ The role of the police,”  he 
paid, “ is to maintain law and 
order — that is, in their mindk,- 
to maintain the status quo.” 

Simpson, who faces tria l, said 
he would go through the arrest- 
ng procedure again, i f  he thought 

i t  would help their “ victims of 
the police Gestapo.”  He said the 
sergeant at the pulice station re
peatedly asked him, “ Did you 
know what kind of people you 
were inviting to your house?”  
The sergeant later told other 
police: “ He’s a comtnie. He 'had 
whites and colored people in his 
house.”

PROGRAM ADOPTED
To “ combat rising police au

thoritarianism”  in Philadelphia, 
those present decided’:

1. To send a delegation to call 
on’ Mayor Bernard Samuel, pro
testing the arrests and “ the 
general dictatorial tactics of 
Philadelphia police.”

2. To organize speaking squads 
to go with sound trucks into 
various city neighborhoods, g iv
ing the people the facts as to 
•the role of the police in main
taining segregation of the races.”

3. To organize other inter
racial parties to test the “ audacity 
of the police in breaking up such 
parties.”

4. To carry on an all-out legal 
fight to free Simpson.

Meanwhile, police terror con
tinues. From 300 to 500 Negroes 
were picked up here for “ question
ing”  recently, following the 
murder of a liquor store clerk 
on March 12 in South Philadel
phia. The majority of the mass 
arrests took place in tjiis  area. 
More than 500 cops patrolled the 
area 24 hours a day, indiscri
minately seizing people on their 
way to and from work, on street 
corners, in drug stores and 
billiard parlors, and in their own 
homes. Many were held over
night. Whites were in some cases 
not permitted to entei the sec
tion.

Persons interested in aiding 
the struggle against discrimina
tion and abuse of police power 
are invited to contact the Provi
sional Simpson Defense Commit
tee, 1303 W. Girard Ave., Phila
delphia.
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Phone LIT. 9-0101.
B R O O K LY N —035 F u lto n  St. Phons

ST. 3-7433.
C H E L S E A — 130 W . 2.3rd St. Phon«

A L 5-2488,
O A K L A N D  (C a l.) —  1408 W ebster. 
P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  

Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson, 4-5820. 
Open’ d a ily . Forum . F r l . .  8 p. m.

P IT T S B rR G H — 1418 F if th  Ave.. 2nd fl. 
Forum s 2nd F r l.  each m onth. M a rx is t 
clacfS 4 p. m . every Sat. Meetings every 
Thu rs .. 7:30 p. m.

S A N  FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  A t * . ,
4th f l.  Phone F I .  6-0410. D a lly  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

more
a lly

S E A T T LE — M aynard  B ldx ., 1st . A re ., 
R. 201. So. &  W ash ing ton. Tel. M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough  Saf., 12-5 p. m. B ra n d i 
m eeting. F r i . ,  8 p. m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

ST. L o t n s — 1023 N . G rand B lvd ., R m . 
812. M ill ta n t Forum e. T hu rs .. 7-30-10 D .m , 

TO LE D O  —  M o nth ly  open meeting. 
T h ird  T hu rs . 8 p. m.. Kapps H a ll,  413 
S um m it, R ooni 3.

W O RCESTER, (M ass.) — F o r  In form a« 
tion  w r lte  P.O. B ox 554, W orcester.

YOUNGSTOW N —  21*4 B>. Federa i B t*  
Phone 3-1356. W ed.. F r i . .  S a t.. 1:80 M  
4 p. m .



She Confesses—A Little
By John G. W righ t

Anna Louise Strong makes two noteworthy 
revelations in her series of syndicated articles 
written fo r the N. Y. Herald-Tribune concerning 
her recent arrest and deportation from Moscow 
'Oil deliberately trumped-up “ spy”  charges. First, 
she herself directly connects everything that be
fe ll her at the. hands of Stalin’s secret police with 
her attempts to make another tr ip  into Stalinist- 
dominated areas of China. Secondly, she casts ad
ditional ligh t on the real character of “ public 
tria ls”  undei- Stalin’s regime, and thus indirectly 
on the infamous Moscow Frameups of 1936-38.

Partly out of self-delusion and partly out of 
year-long habits acquired in loyal service to the 
Kremlin, Miss Strong still persists in saying pub
lic ly  that her entire experience was a product 
j) f over-Zealousnqss or “ stupidity”  by some lower- 
ranking Soviet functionary. The actual decision 
’was, of course, made at the top, and the under
lings merely carried i t  out.

I t  is s till unclear just why the Kremlin tops 
had decided i t  was “ undesirable”  fo r her to go 
again to China, where she had previously carried 
’out several assignments fo r the Stalinist propa
ganda machine. But the undeniable fact is, they 
■did make this decision. For four months, Miss 
^Strong received one hint after another to drop 
her project, but she persisted. Worse yet, as ap
pears from her own disclosures, she came into 
possession of information relating to China which 
Hie regime, fo r reasons of its own, had placed 
under strictest secrecy. This apparently settled 
her fate. In any case, this is what she herself 
Concludes.

“ I  had set out to prove to them,!’ she writes, 
‘‘’that the road through Manchuria was open. I 
had -proved i t  all right. . . . But what a stunning 
■job of journalism! Or espionage? Where was 
the line between them any more?”  (N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune, March 30.)

What else she learned about China which the 
Kremlin wants to keep secret, Miss Strong does 
not say. Perhaps she knows more and can tell

more about the Kremlin’s sinister maneuvers with 
the fate of the Chinese people;

Miss Strong is somewhat less reticent about 
her reasons fo r refusing a “ public tr ia l.”  W ith 
the macabre humor of a cat playing with a mouse, 
the GPU commissar did offer her such a tria l. 
Miss Strong explains at length why she refused. 
I t  would only* split the “ world a litt le  more into 
two.”

“ The commissar didn’t  warit that tr ia l either. 
I*knew that. Bringing the Cold War righ t into the 
middle of Moscow! He’d be in an awful mess.”

But her real reasons obviously went beyond 
her desires to promote the cause of peace. “ Be
sides,”  she admits, “ I  knew what a tr ia l would 
mean.”  I t  would mean a “ big show tr ia l”  with 
her fate sealed in> advance, i f  only because of a 
letter she had written to her father in 1922 con
taining a laudatory reference to Leon Trotsky.

I t  is a sad commentary that even at this late 
date, and even after her own bitter experiences, 
Miss Strong hasn’t  .a direct /word to say about 
the fraudulence of the 1936-38 trials, which she 
not only attended at the time but for which she 
also served as one of the Kremlin’s public apology 
ists. But the litt le  she does say suffices to demon
strate that they wert no more authentic "than her 
own “ secret tr ia l and conviction”  as a spy.

^An interesting sidelight of the Strong “ spy”  
a ffa ir is the attitude of the Stalinists in this 
country. They have tacitly condemned her as a 
“ spy”  and have publicly refused her donation 
of $1,000 to the <;ase of the 11. A t the same time, 
she made a $1,000 donation to the weekly National 
Guardian, a Wallaceite publication which the Stal
inists have been backing. The editors of the 
Guardian have not only not refused Miss Strong’s 
donation, but have publicly announced that they 
w ill continue to accept her as a “ free lance cor
respondent.”  We can expect violent attacks by 
the Stalinists on this publication i f  i t  doesn’t 
change its attitude to Miss Strong.
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Norman Mailer’s Speech
■ ■ By George B re itm an '

The most significant speech of the Cultural 
And Scientific Conference for World Peace was 
made at the W riting and Publishing Panel on 
M'arch 26 by Norman Mailer, talented young 
novelist who was associated w ith the Wallace 
campaign last year.

“ I  have come here as a Trojan horse,”  he said. 
“ I  had deliberated about coming here and speak
ing. I  don’t believe in peace conferences. They 
■don’t  do any good. So long as there is capitalism, 
There is going to be war. U ntil you have a decent, 
equitable socialism, you can’t  have.peace. I am 
•going to make myself more unpopular. 1 am afraid 
both the United States and the Soviet Union are' 
moving- toward state capitalism. There is no fu 
ture in that. The two systems approach each 
other more clearly. A ll a w rite r can do is te ll 
the truth  as he sees it, and to keep on writings 
I t  is bad, perhaps, to inject this pessimism here, 
but i t  is the only way I can ta lk honestly.”

As Mailer predicted, this statement proved 
“ unpopular”  with the Stalinists, who had led the 
applause before he spoke. Only five months ago, 
Mailer, admitting he had much yet to learn about 
.Marxism, had written that politically he stood 
“ to the le ft of the Progressive Party and to the 
rig h t of the Communist Party.”  And now here 
he was, challenging the Stalinists most unmistak
ably from the le ft on the fundamental issue of 
war, rejecting the Stalinist lie that peace is pos
sible i f  only Truman and Stalin w ill get together 
in  some kind of deal, fla tly  condemning “ peace 
conferences”  as useless and affirm ing the truth 
that only the struggle for- socialism can abolish 
"war.

Instead of applause, his speech drew criticism 
from the Stalinists. The Daily Worker said: “ An 
eX-GI, one of several persons to reply to Mailer 
from the floor, declared the hysterical e ffort of 
reaction to halt the conference, plus their fa il
ure to mobilize mass protest against it, should 
Convince Mailer of the parley’s value.”  
i  But reactionary opposition to such a conference 
does not automatically demonstrate their value 
any mqre than reactionary opposition to the 
Marshall Plan and the Atlantic Pact demonstrates 
their “ peaceable”  character. A ll such opposition 
proves is that the forces of reaction do not like 
conferences called to discuss problems of war and 
peace, no matter what program they have. Least, 
O.f all do such arguments refute Mailer’s correct 
Conclusion that war is an inseparable product of 
Capitalism.
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FBI Stool pigeon Testifies 
For Government in C.P. Trial
BOSTON ILO FORCED TO 
GIVE OP 35-H0UR WEEK

We Trotskyists are in substantial agreement 
w ith-M ailer’s anti-war views. But there is some 
confusion in his remarks to the effect that both 
the US and the USSR are moving in the direction 
of “ state capitalism.”  Our own analysis is as 
follows: ,

The U. S. economy is capitalist, i t  rests on the 
exploitation of wage labor by monopoly capital
ists. The government is democratic-capitalist, but 
the forms by which Big Business rules politically 
are undergoing rapid change as i t  places ever 
greater restrictions on the democratic rights of 
the masses and prepares the way fo r the estab 
lishment of a totalitarian military-police dicta 
torship. '

The Soviet Union, on the other hand, rests on 
a planned economy and nationalized means of pro 
duction. Despite this progressive economic founda
tion, the workers state has degenerated since 
political power was seized by the (privileged Stalin
ist bureaucracy, which wiped out workers democ
racy and initiative and now operates as a totali- 
tariah dictatorship over the masses o f the Soviet 
Union and the satellite countries. Employing the 
most barbarous practices of repression borrowed 
from the- arsenals of capitalist reaction, Stalin
ism weakens the progressive economic foundation 
of the USSR and thus paves the way fo r the 
re-inttoduction of capitalism.

In this sense i t  may be said that the US is 
moving toward totalitarian dictatorship while the 
USSR is moving back toward capitalism. I f  that 
is what Mailer means when he says the two sys
tems approach each other, then he is on the right 
path.

The pre-war generations of intellectuals are al
most all playpd out, either resigned to capitalist 
chaos and reaction ior actively committed to fu r
thering them. Much therefore depends on the 
young, uncorruptcd postwar generation, whose 
energies must be allied with those of the m ilitant 
workers i f  the socialist movement is to advance. 
Intellectuals serve as sensitive barometers to 
changes in the political and social climate; what 
happens to them reflects in advance changes that 
may be expected in the thinking of broad masses. 
Mailer is one of the most prominent of the young 
generation of intellectuals. His political develop
ment, even i f  i t  has not yet reached fu ll Marxist 
clarity, is a portent of great things to come — 
the mass radicalization of young workers and 
students who w ill play a decisive part in the 
resurgence of the revolutionary movement.

BOSTON — Negotiations on 
the new contract between the I n 
ternational Ladies Garment Work
ers Union and the employers in 
Boston have gotten o ff to a poor 
start for the union. One of the 
fundamental gains of (he union, 
the 35-hour week, which was won 
by strike struggl»’ years ago, has 
been given up. The new contract 
w ill provide (hat overtime pay 
w ill start after 40-hours of work 
instead of after 35-hours.

In an industry such as the 
garment industry, whei-e employ
ment is extremely seasonal, the 
only protection the worker has 
fo r steady employment is the 
shorter work week. In 1927 the 
garment workers of Boston Went 
out on a long strike to se-ane the 
35-hour week. Now i t  is given un 
on the recommendation of David 
Dubinsky, president of the union.

The rank and file workers, 
especially those who participated 
in the 1927 strike, did not accept 
this proposal readily. The union 
leaders alibied that this lengthen
ing of the work week did not 
mean much — that i t  would be 
used only in emergencies, only i f  
every machine was in use; that 
the workers would not have to 
work 'more than 35-hours unless 
they wanted to; etc. In return 
the employers started a retire
ment fund by a contribution of 
1% o f the workers’ wages.

The workers were unimpressed 
by theSe arguments and voted to 
send a delegation to discuss this 
matter w ith Dubinsky. Howaver 
they made the mistake of agree
ing to abide by Dubinsky’s 
decision.

Dubinsky urged this rank and 
file committee to accept the 
proposal. Boston was the only 
place with a 35-hour week in the 
contract, he told them. Also the 
retirement fund was one of the 
demands of the union. “ My hands 
are tied,”  lie told them, “ you have 
to accept it.”

This is the only proposal so 
fa r -accepted, but the employers 
are making more demands. Some 
piece rates are being cut and when 
the workers protest, the business 
agents tell them nothing can be 
done — ' their “ hands are tied, 
too.”  The employers are,, making 
demands which w ill cut out vaca
tion benefit! fo r the new workers 
ana want to stop the policy of 
group promotions. /•

The. union has been placed in 
a weak position because of the 
presence of many small non
union shops. Also there is no 
uniform wage plan, so that two 
union shops doing the same work 
on the same type garments may 
have different piece rates. DAVID DUBINSKY

SWP Candidate Addresses 
Many Workers in Oakland

Notes from the News
iAn article in the April 2 Saturday Evening Post 

¡discloses that when documents were being chosen 
fo r the Freedom Train some archivist offered 
a-resolution praising Lincoln for the Emancipa
tion  Proclamation, adopted by an international 
labor conference and "signed, among others, by 
Jiarl Marx. Higher authorities booted i t  o ff the 
Freedom Train with a shudder.”

that the CP doesn’t  have democratic centralism. 
I feel that every member should feel free to 
criticize the party and its policies. Those who are 
frarik, however, are likely to be expelled. I ’ve 
come to believe that orders are issued from above. 
This isn’t  the democratic method.”

A fte r Secretary of Defense Johnsonjs announce
ment that he plans to get rid of all deadwood in 
the armed forces, somebody (who would be purged 
as a subversive i f  he were caught) pinned up 
a picture of a bleak, uninhabited Arizona land
scape on a Pentagon bulletin board with the 
caption, “ The Pentagon, following changes or
dered by the new Secretary of Defense.”

Benjamin Gitlow, professional red-baiter, was 
hired last week by the Illinois Legislature's Sedi
tious Activities Committee to help hunt out “ sub
versives”  in Chicago colleges.

Under American Legion sponsorship he gave 
a speech on communism to a jo in t session of the 
Illino is Legislature on March 30. Gitlow was one 
af  the founding members of the Communist Party 
and later a leader of the Lovestone group.

The Socialist Party’s May Day celebration in 
New York this year is called the “ Tucker P. Smith 
Dinner fo r Academic Freedom,”  in honor of the 
SP. vice-presidential candidate fired from Olivet 
College fo r union activities. The chairman of 
the a ffa ir w ill be Prof. Sidney Hook, leading ad
vocate of an academic purge of the Stalinists.

The A pril 2 Nation reports that the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles opposed Leo Gallagher’s 
candidacy fo r the Board of Education. Gallagher, 
an attorney fo r unions and the CP in many cases, 
gave this explanation: “ I  don’t  approve of the 
CP’s recent activities. My present complaint is

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) at 
its yearly meeting in Philadelphia last >veek came 
out in opposition to the Atlantic Pact "because 
i t  intensifies the division of the world into two 
competing power areas”  and “ implies further 
large-scale rearmament.”

Joseph M. Coldwell, pioneer New England So
cialist leader, died in Providence, R. I., last week 
at the age of 79. He was jailed several times fo r 
strike activities, once during a textile strike in 
which he collaborated with Nicola Sacco. In 1918 
he was sentenced to three years in prison fo r pub
licly supporting three men accused of draft- 
dedging. His cell mate was Eugene V. Debs. But 
like the Norman Thomas Socialist party he 
abandoned his anti-m ilitarist stand in World War 
I I  and supported the war.

FRIDAY FORUM IN DETROIT
Three lectures on “ The Back

ground of. the New Union Bureau
cracy”  w ill be given on conse
cutive Friday evenings, 8 P.M., 
beginning A pril 15, at the 
SWP headquarters, 6108 Linwood, 
Detroit. 25 cents per lecture, 50c. 
fo r three.

OAKLAND, April J2. — As the 
City Council election campaign 
enters its final weeks, the candi
dacy and program of Filoména 
M. Guelman, SWP candidate for 
councilman-at-large, are receiv
ing increasing attention from 
broad sections of the working 
class.

A sound truck fo r the Goelman 
campaign w ill begin crüising 
around the city this week. Suc
cessful street meetings have been 
held in many parts of the city, 
with others planned, including 
rallies outside the gates of im
portant plants.

Filoména Goelman has already 
spoken before a number of unions

FILOMENA GOELMAN

Ship Workers Convention 
Terminates in a Deadlock

—  BU LLETIN  —
The General Executive Board of the CIO Marine and Shipbuild

ing Workers (IUMSW A) voted unanimously at its final meeting 
prior to the opening of the union’s national convention to back the 
Kutchcr case and to “ extend^ all possible aid to James Kutcher and 
the Kutcher Civil Rights Committee.”  The convention resolutions 
committee acted favorably on the case, but its resolution was re
ferred by the delegates to the incoming GEB, along with many other 
resolutions.

N E W  Y O R K  •— The 14th Board. President John Green,
i -  i  . .  „  . u : « «  n ____: __ r  r t ______ . „  \

The NAACP urges the U. S. government to 
“ resist”  the “ imperialistic demands of Ita ly ”  for 
return of her former colonies as 'a condition for 
Italian participation in the Atlantic Pact. I t  also 
wants the Pact amended to “ preclude its use 
against movements for freedom on the part of 
colonial peoples.”

The March 28 Life gives the following example 
of the civilizing effects of imperialist exploita
tion by Ararnco in Saudi Arabia: “ I t  is s till Ko
ranic practice to punish a pickpocket by cutting 
o ff his r igh t hand; a doctor from Ararnco now 
attends to paint the cu lp rit’s forearm w ith iodine 
before the chopping, then bandages the stump.”

National Convention of the 
IUMSWA, which met here last 
week, found itself hopelessly 
deadlocked on two important 
issues: how to solve the critical 
financial problem facing the union 
nd how to complete the merger 

of metal workers, a dissident 
group that seceded last year from 
the Mine, Mill.and Smelter Union, 
and of another group — the non
operating employees of several 
railroads, who had likewise been 
admitted to the IUMSWA at the 
1948 Cleveland convention.

The rail and’ metal groups 
demanded in addition to repre- 
;entation on the General Ex

ecutive Board the adoption of a 
“ reorganization”  plan which, in 
part, included • the creation of 
three vice-presidents, with each 
to be director of organization in 
the .three main fields covered by 
the union.

Failing to obtain this, they 
voted against, the proposed con
stitutional amendment to raise 
monthly dues to a $2 minimum 
and the per capita lax to SI. 
These funds are needed to cover 
expenses incurred in the five- 
month strike in 1947 and in or
ganizing the rail and mine fields. 
Their action prevented the ad
ministration from obtaining the 
two-thirds vote necessary to carry 
the amendment.

In reprisal, the ship delegates 
dropped the rail and metal repre
sentatives from the posts they 
previously held on the Executive

Vice-Presia'ent John Grogan and 
Secretary-Treasurer Ross Blood 
were re-elected without opposi
tion.

The union, torn by internal 
dissension, suffering from (he 
secession of a .number of im
portant locals, faced- with severe 
unemployment in the ship repair 
section, is le ft*w ith  the prospect 
of either patching up internal 
differences, especially with the 
ra il and metal groups, or return
ing to its original organizational 
form in greatly reduced circum
stances. ■

This convention engaged in less 
led-baiing than did the previous 
ones but, nevertheless, adopted a 
resolution calling upon the CIO 
to make it  mandatory fo r all 
members to a ffirm  that they were 
not Communists, Nazis or Ku 
Kluxers and that they' were not 
interested in overthrowing the 
government by force and violence.

Guest speakers included CIO- 
PAC director Jack K ro ll; Hoyt 
Haddock, CIO Maritime Repre
sentative in Washington; and 
James Carey, CIO Secretary. 
Carey’s speech ranged from an 
apology fo r the CIO’s venture 
into the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, an attack on the 
Soviet Union, to an attack on 
Donald Henderson of the Stalin
ist-dominated Food and Tobacco 
Workers. He warned Henderson 
that i f  he attended the meetings 
of the WFTU, as had been an
nounced, he would be disciplined 
by the CIO;

on the central campaign issues. 
Among these were Cannery Work
ers Local 750, Carpenters Local 
36, Ironworkers Local 378 and a 
meeting of Steelworkers Local 
1304 where 1800 workers were 
present. -i .

She is also scheduled to appear 
before - the League of« Women 
Voters on A p ril 4, the Negro 
Presbyterian Church on April 7, 
the AME Zion . Church on April 
10, and the Rockridge Improve
ment Club on April 12. She w ill 
discuss “ A Workers and Farm 
ers Government”  at the A pril 8 
SWP rally.

The SWP candidate has chal
lenged her opponents, especially 
those who have the endorsement 
of labor leaders, to an open fu ll- 
scale debate. The capitalist press 
has suppressed this challenge, 
arcl none of the oHim* cand’ Cat"" 
lias accepted her offdi; “or s 
debate. \

COWARDLY POLICIES
The labor movement, which 

was united in the last election, 
is weakened today by the tim id ity 
and confusion of its leaders. The 
central AFL body has endorsed 
two real estate brokers, Frank 
L inotti and Albert Braga, but the 
individual A FL unions Itre going 
their own separate Ways in the 
election, adding to the apathy and 
disinterest of their members. A t 
least a section of the AFL leader
ship is finding its way back to 
the fold of the Oakland Tribune, 
the symbol of capitalist domina
tion in this city.

Equally pathetic is the role of 
the Stalinists.' The Alameda 
County CIO, dominated by them, 
has not made any endorsements, 
and Sandra Martin, who had 
strong Stalinist backing, has 
withdrawn from the- race. Stalin
ist campaign literature tells the 
workers to vote against Big 
Business, but doesn’t have a word 
about whom they should vote for!

picture advertiser, had long posed 
as a loyal member of the Com
munist Party. His testimony re
vealed that fo r the past nine years 
he has operated as a police stool- 
pigeon inside the Stalinist move
ment.

As he recited his well-rehearsed 
lines, I was reminded of the car
toon about a burglar who included
in his testimony, “  ------  pause,
take out handkerchief, and wipe 
your eyes.”  I  was reminded too 
of a scene in the movie “ The In 
former,”  where a cop contemp
tuously pushed 20 silver coins 
across his desk to the tra ito r 
Gypo Nolan.

Then I recalled that only yes
terday the House Appropriations 
Committee voted to give $52 m il
lion to the FBI, whose director, 
J. Edgar Hoover, said he wants 
the money for a “ comprehensive 
domestic intelligence coverage.”  
In plain English, Hoover wants 
police spies like Philbrick to op
erate in political parties, unions, 
lodges, and v every other forum 
where the American people gath
er to discuss their problems.

PHILBRICK’S RECORD
Philbrick testified that,he firs t 

established relations w ith the 
Stalinists in 1940 while chairman 
of a Cambridge, .Mass., youth 
council. In March 1942 he joined 
the Young Communist League, 
and in March 1944, the Commun
ist Party. Since 1940 he has. had 
continuous contact w ith the FBI.

He firs t wormed his way into 
the post of literature director in 
his local group. A fte r attending 
the 1945 convention of the New 
England CP, he was appointed 
to an educational commission and 
put in charge of leaflet produc
tion.

Copies of letters he received 
from CP officials regarding these 
masters were introduced in  evi
dence. A ll bore marginal nota
tions of. FBI file  numbers. That’s 
as close as Hoover can come to 
fingerprinting literature.

Then the prosecutor got to the 
$64 question, “ What literature 
was on display at the New Eng
land convention?”

Like a child mechanically re
citing a nursery rhyme, the po
lice spy called attention to the 
absence of Browder’s books and 
then reeled o ff a lis t of books by 
Lenin and Stalin. When prompted 
by the prosecutor, he added, 
“ There were also books by Marx 
and Engels.”

Sensational press accounts of 
such testimony are creating a' 
false impression that the Stalin
ists are on tria l fo r preparing an 
armed revolt. The facts are that 
nothing of the kind is charged 
in the indictment under the Smith 
Act.

THIS IS A THOUGHT-CON
TROL TRIAL. The Stalinists arc 
accused of teaching Marxism- 
Leninism. The aim of the tr ia l is 
to outlaw the ideas of scientific 
socialism.

Marxism is doubly framed up 
because the Stalinists arc betray
ers — not teachers — of scien
tific  socialism. They are political 
lepers who defile everything they 
touch.

Compare the conduct of the 
Stalinists w ith that o f the Trot
skyists convicted under the same 
Smifh Act in 1941.

The Trotskyists gave a fo rth 
righ t explanation of genuine 
Marxism. We warned the workers 
that the war would bring untold 
economic hardship, i t  would lead 
to anti-union laws and vicious at
tacks on civil rights, and i t  would 
not bring peace to the world. We 
said then,.and we repeat now, only 
socialism can offer peace, freedom 
and plenty to all mankind.

The Stalinists cheered the gov
ernment’s thought-control attack 
on the Trotskyists and clamored 
for this country to create a “ sec
ond fron t”  in Europe.

STALINIST DEFENSE
Events have transpired just as 

the Trotskyists predicted they, 
would back in 1941, and the Stal
inists are now bearing the main 
weight of the government’s at
tack on civil rights; They have 
met the test by whining and 
crawling around the courtroom 
on their bellies.

Tile prosecutor questioned the 
Stalinist renegade Louis F. Bu- 
denz about Stalinist policy in the 
early 1930’s, in the 1939-41 Stal- 
in-H itle r pact period, and in  the 
period since 1945. These were 
times of fric tion  between Moscow 
and Washington.

The Stalinist lawyers cross-ex
amined Budenz about their policy 
during the 1935-39 People’s Front 
period and the 1941-45 war period 
when Stalin and Roosevelt were 
on good terms.

They read passages from the 
progrhm adopted by the 7th Con
gress of the Comintern in 1935 
calling fo r “ neither socialism, nor 
communism,”  but a “ broad anti
fascist united front.”

They quoted William Z. Foster 
to' prove they want a political al
liance with the capitalists, if  they 
can get it. They just thought 
Browder went too fa r when he 
offered to shake hands with J. P. 
Morgan and extend the no-strike 
pledge into the post-war period, 
because Morgan won’t  “ loyally 
support unity.”

Then, like the frameup artists 
they are, thé Stalinists asked Bu
denz i f  the American Workers 
Party to which he once belonged 
“ advocated force and violence.”  
He said i t  did. They next asked i f  
he le ft the AWP to join the Com
munist Party when the AWP 
united with the Trotskyists in 
1934. Budenz said, “ Yes.”

This d irty  piece of business is 
clearly intended to falsely imply 
that the Trotskyists do “ advocate 
force and violence,”  and all that’s 
wrong with the tria l is that the 
government is attacking the 
wrong party.

Despite their ’ treachery and 
double-dealing at such terrible 
cost to the workers, the Stalinists 
must ' be defended against the 
present thought-control prosecu
tion. I f  the government succeeds 
in outlawing the Communist Par
ty, then no political party, no un
ion, nor any other organization 
w ill be safe from attack i f  i t  
should oppose the political party 
in power.

FEDERAL JUDGE JAILS SIX MORE 
IN CALIFORNIA FOR “ CONTEMPT”

By J. B lake
LOS ANGELES- April 4—Talk 

or rot in ja il! That was in effect, 
the ultimatum, issued last week 
by Federal Judge Pierson M. Hall 
to six ¡oral victims of the witch- 
hunting federal grand ju ry  con
vened to investigate “ commun
is t” activities and possible viola
tion of loyalty oaths.

The six, local leaders of the 
Stalinist Party and others, were 
found gu ilty  of civil contempt of 
court fo r refusing to answer 
questions about the Communist 
Party and’ .its members'  asked 
them by the grand jury.

They based their defense on 
their constitutional righ t to re
frain from giving testimony-that 
may be self-incriminating should 
the outcome of the tria l of the 
national CP leaders in New York 
place members of the CP in 
jeopardy.

MORE BEING HUNTED
The six were sentenced bo ja il 

until they answer the questions 
put - to them by the grand jury. 
Three others, found guilty hy the 
court of criminal contempt, were 
sentenced to a year in jail.

Eight others, sim ilarly sub
poenaed by the grand jury, face

similar sentences. In all, 17 have 
been picked up, and U. S. A t
torney James M. Carter says lie 
is -looking fo r many more.

The- Los Angelas phase of the 
government’s, attack on civil 
rights began six months ago, with 
the serving of subpoenas on ten 
persohs between 6 and 7 a.m. on 
Oct 25.

A t 10 a.m. the same morning 
the grand ju ry  asked thorn a 
number of questions, including 
the following:

“ Do .you know (he names of the 
officers of the Communist Partv 
here?”

“ Do you know the table of or
ganization of the Communist 
Party here?”

“ Do you know Ned Sparks?”
“ Do- you know Vincent Russo?”
A ll witnesses refused to answer 

on the basis that their icstimony 
might be self-incriminating. A 
few hours later they were brought 
before Judge Hall, their at
torneys’ pleas fo r timé to prepare 
their defense were denied, and the 
witnesses were instructed to 
return to the grand jury and 
answer all questions.

They returned to the grand 
jury, again refused to answer on

constitutional grounds, and’ were 
brought back to the court w ith 
the report that they refused to 
obey its instructions.

Judge 11 all found the fen gu ilty  
of civil contempt of court and 
ordered them to ja il until they 
would answer the questions. He 
denied all requests fo r bail.

SPANISH INQUISITION 
Nine days later Judge William 

Denman, presiding judge of the 
Circuit Court, of Appeals in San 
Francisco, granted bail pending 
appeal to (he circuit court. In 
doing so he aptly referred to the 
grand ju ry ’s method of getting 
action as ■ comparable to the 
methods used in the Spain of 
Inquisition days.

Subsequently, however, by a 3 
to 3 vote, the Circuit Court of 
Appeals upheld Judge Hall — and 
Spanish Inquisition methods.

Since then, from time to time, 
seven more persons have been 
picked up, making a total of 17. 
Three have not yet appeared be
fore the grand-jury.

Another hearing before the 
C ircuit Court of Appeals in Sail 
Francisco is scheduled fo r A p ril 8.

By F a rre ll Dobbs
FROM T H E  FEDERAL COURTROOM, NEW  YORK, 

'April' (3 — Until he took the witness stand at 2:10 PM today, 
Herbert A. Philbrick, a 34-year-old Melrose, Mass., motion


