
Labor Leaders’ 
Retreat W ill Not 
Resolve Dispute

An Editorial
The United Labor Policy Committee’s participation in the new

ly  constituted National Advisory Mobilization Board does not 
change any of the grievances which brought about the withdrawal 
of the labor leaders from government posts. None of the demands 
of the labor movement have been met by Truman.

Only a few weeks ago the ULPC stated “ Mr. Wilson. . . would 
now accept window dressing supplied by labor to cover the back 
room activities of the leaders of industry. . . He w ill get no such 
window dressing from the men and women of American labor.”  
But today Philip Murray, William Green, George Meany and Walter 
Keuther serve under Charles E. Wilson on the new board.

While this action constitutes a retreat, i t  cannot put an end 
to the labor crisis. I t  is only another stage in the struggle; the 
basically conservative bureaucracy seeks a compromise, but a ll the 
conditions which led to their split w ith the administration not 
only s till exist but have become worse in recent weeks.

Three important reasons prompted the labor officials to w ith
draw from government agencies.

First, they feared the Big Business domination of government 
as a threat to their union base. They were given no guarantees that, 
in exchange fo r support to the m ilitarization plans, they would 
be assured stable unions and a chance to organize the unorganized. 
On the contrary, the anti-labor drive was stepped up, w ith Truman 
acting as strikebreaker no. 1.

Second, the economic program of the administration was so 
flagrantly operating in the interests of the profiteers and against 
the common people, that the union heads feared growing unrest 
among the workers against the consequences of the wage freeze 
while inflation raged uncontrolled. The discriminatory tax program 
which favored the rich at the expense of the poor, lack of genuine 
rent control, and the dumping of the whole “ welfare state”  program 
promised in 1948, pul the labor leaders in a position of sharing 
responsibility fo r policies which could not fa il to arouse the angry 
resentment of the working class.

Third, since 1948 the union leaders considered themselves poli
tical powers, since they fe lt that Truman owed his re-election to 
them. Yet, they had been given no recognition or posts of power. 
On the contrary they were insulted, kicked around, and ignored on 
all important policy matters.

None of this has changed by their return.
The Big-Business dollar-a-year men remain in complete charge 

of every major board in Washington, and the policies are the same.
The crevice through which the labor leaders have crawled back 

into the government set-up was provided by the fact that the new 
board is empowered to "advise”  Truman directly. Under the new 
board the labor leaders w ill have no policy-making power; they 
arc s till advisors, whose advice can be studiously ignored as in the 
past.

Having broken with the administration and castigated its poli
cies in sharpest terms, the ULPC had only two roads open. Either 
to retreat — or draw the logical conclusions about Big Business 
domination of Washington and take steps to launch an independent 
political party of labor. The labor officials have chosen to re
treat.

But their act of protest against the anti-labor offensive of 
Wall Street and the government has set powerful forces in motion. 
The forceful publicity campaign which followed their withdrawal 
from the government boards has aroused the American workers. 
Their demands that inflation be stopped, th a t wages be allowed 
to keep pace with liv ing costs through nationwide escalator clauses, 
that Big Business domination of various boards be broken, that 
profiteering be stopped, etc., have developed a rising anger among 
the workers who back these demands to the h ilt.

The same reasons which motivated the retreat of the leaders 
w ill not impel the rank and file  to accept a rotten compromise.

The labor leadership is unable to fig h t against the war mobiliz
ation program effectively, and seeks a compromise, because i t  has 
enlisted in the imperialist war of U.S. capitalism. The workers w ill 
continue to protest b itterly the ever-increasing economic burdens 
of a war which they do not want.

The newly constituted mobilization board may make an at
tempt to reconcile the needs and consequences of imperialist war 
makers w ith the demands of the labor leaders. This cannot be 
done. The labor bureaucracy w ill be asked to accept a new version 
of the same Big Business program. Further capitulation on their 
part is bound to arouse loud and powerful opposition in the ranks 
of the union movement.

By making the new board responsible to him, Truman takes 
personal responsibility fo r the mobilization program from now on. 
I t  w ill not be so easy fo r the labor leaders, a fter they present their 
program through the board to Truman, to cover up his identifica
tion w ith the whole anti-labor character of the war plans.

Thus, the new board lays the groundwork, not fo r a durable 
“ peace”  between labor and Big Business in Washington, but fo r 
a renewal of their conflict. The rank and file  must be on guard to 
see that this retreat by the union leaders is not converted into a 
more sweeping surrender of labor’s demands.

The organized workers must press the leaders for a fu ll and 
decisive break with the Truman administration. Such a complete 
political break necessitates an alternative political road. Unionists 
everywhere should ra lly to the proposal of a sizeable m inority at 
the recent convention of the United Automobile Workers, which 
called for a National Congress of Labor to lay the foundations for 
the organization of an independent Labor Party. That is the need 
of the hour.

Workers of the World, Unite !
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Myra Weiss 
Wins Votes on 
Anti-War Stand

LOS ANGELES, A p ril 8 
Myra Tanner Weiss received 18,- 
569 votes in the A p ril 5 election 
fo r the Los Angeles Board of 
Education. This is the highest 
vote ever recorded fo r any Social
ist Workers Party candidate in 
California, and is almost two-and- 
a-half times as high as Comrade 
Weiss received when she ran for 
the House o f Representatives in 
1950.

Comrade Weiss conducted a 
strong anti - war, pro - socialist 
campaign. The unexpectedly high 
vote accorded her is interpreted 
as a significant expression of the 
anti-war sentiment spreading 
throughout the country.

Of special interest is the fact 
that in 15 precincts, Comrade 
Weiss received the highest vote 
cast for any of the six candidates 
running for the office for which 
she was contending. Her vote in 
these precincts, composed largely 
of Mexican-American and Jewish 
citizens, ranged from 28 percent 
of the total to 42.2 percent. Ap
proximately half of these pre
cincts were in an area where 
Stalinist influence has long been 
dominant.

In another section, one in 
which Comrade Weiss had con
ducted a street-corner meeting in 
Spanish during the campaign, she 
teceived votes ranging from 22 
percent to 27.7 percont of the 
total.

A ll of these precincts arc 
located in areas in which con
sistent political work has been 
carried on fo r the past three 
years by the Socialist Workers 
Party, where the party platform 
has been widely publicized and 
where Comrade Weiss has made 
numerous public speeches.

Interpretation of C o m r a d e  
Weiss’ vote as on the whole a 
conscious, anti-war vote on the 
basis of her program appears 
buttressed by an examination of 
the campaign. Repeatedly over 
the radio and in the daily papers, 
Comrade Weiss was identified as 
a member of the Socialist Work
ers Party, a socialist or a 
“ radical.”

In addition, there were five 
other candidates in the field — 
the conservative incumbent; a 
“ liberal,”  A rthur Gardner, who 
was endorsed by both the AFL 
and the CIO; a Republican; a 
member of Americans fo r Demo
cratic Action; and a business man. 
Voters, therefore, had their choice 
of various political shadings.

Gardner, w ith both labor and 
liberal backing, received ap
proximately 82,000 votes, against 
140,000 fo r Mrs. Gertrude Roun- 
sevelle, the incumbent.

Truman Fires M’Arthur, 
Pushes Own War Plans

W indoiv-Dressing Both Sides In Foreign Policy 
Conflict Ignore Demands of 
People to Stop the War Now

By John G. Wright
The nationwide controversy precipitated by President 

Truman’s kicking out MacArthur on Apr. 4, opens a new 
phase in the crisis of Washington’s imperialist foreign
policy, which has been dragging *>

Labor Party Sentiment 
Strons at U A W  Parley
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By A rt Preis
CLEVELAND, A pril 6—Over

whelming sentiment in favor of 
an independent labor party was 
expressed last night by the 
delegates to the CIO United 
Automobile Workers convention, 
in its fifth  day at the huge Public 
Hall here. But President Walter 
Reuthcr intervened at the end of 
the debate on political action 
with an impassioned speech in 
which he claimed that the pro
labor party resolution, introduced 
by three members o f the Reso
lutions Committee, would “ wreck” 
the United Labor Policy Com
mittee.

His prestige, and tricky argu
ment, which falsely counterposed 
labor unity to official UAW  sup
port fo r a labor party program 
at this time, swung the conven
tion majority to a resolution, 
introduced by the Resolutions 
Committee majority, that made 
ne reference to a new party. I t

Battle  o f the Spanish Underground
More information showing the 

blrcngth and the internationalist 
character of the great general 
strike last month in Barcelona 
has reached the outside world 
despite the censorship of the 
Franco dictatorship.

Leaflets distributed two days 
before the strike by the under
ground Federación Anarquista 
Ibérica (F A I), political arm of 
the trade union federation (CNT), 
which was the strongest party in 
Catalonia before fascism came to 
power, contained the following 
paragraphs:

“ The Franco regime, hated by 
all the Spanish people, is today 
benefiting from the diplomatic 
recognition and economic sup
port of countries which pretend 
to be democratic and which have 
reed of Franco’s m ilitary co
operation to parry the threat of 
the Kremlin. While completely 
sacrificing the interests of Spain, 
the West’s capitalist policy claims 
to guarantee the defense of a 
civilization based on principles of 
liberty. We must immediately and 
energetically demonstrate against 
such a pretension. The General 
Strike in Barcelona set for Mon
day, March 12, must constitute 
the first stage of our action. By 
our firmness we shall show the

world that m ilitary and diplomatic 
calculations aimed at using Fran
co and his regime are insane for 
the present and can result, in the 
future, only in catastrophes.

“ The strike w ill signify the 
unanimous repudiation by the 
Spanish people of Falangism 
(Spanish fascism — ed.). Despite 
the support which international 
capitalism can offer, Falangism 
is condemned to bite the dust.”

The CNT distributed leaflets 
condemning the Franco terror and 
the high cost of living; other un
derground organizations, includ
ing youth organizations, also 
distributed leaflets.

UNITED COMMITTEE
According to Le Libertaire, 

French anarchist newspaper from 
which the above information has 
been drawn, a United Resistance 
Committee, representing various 
underground organizations, set 
the strike date and made careful 
preparations.

The extent to which Franco 
found himself unable to depend 
upon his troops to .put down the 
Barcelona upsurge is being 
further documented. While i t  was 
known that the army, riddled 
with disaffection, r e m a i n e d  
“ neutral”  during the strike and 
the fleet had to be sent to Bar-

celona, i t  wa$ not known here
tofore that sailors from the fleet 
fraternized with the strikers. This 
renewal of the pre-Franco trad i
tion of militancy among the 
sailors forced the admirals to 
withdraw the shore patrols from 
the streets of Barcelona.

Finally the Fascist regime 
brought in Civil Guards and 
police from Madrid and Saragossa 
— these being the only armed 
forces considered reliable against 
the striking populace. Franco also 
dispatched by airplane Captain 
Krauss, former Nazi big - shot 
police and espionage expert, who 
is on the payroll of the Spanish 
secret police. Krauss puts to 
Franco’s use his experience 
gained during the Nazi occupa
tion of France.

Since the Barcelona strike there 
have been student demonstrations 
and boycotts in Granada and, on 
April 2, in Madrid, where 3,000 
students, attempting to march on 
the City Hall, battled the police. 
In northern Spain the under
ground organizations of the 
Basques have published mani
festoes explaining the Barcelona 
general strike. Underground ac
tiv ity  is also reported strong in 
the Asturias — scene of the heroic 
struggles of the mine workers.

Equally significant is the re-

sponse of the international work
ing-class movement to the Spanish 
events. Throughout Europe, and 
particularly in France, the Bar
celona strike called forth an 
enthusiastic movement of solidar
ity. Factory councils, union locals, 
clubs, all types of Workers or
ganizations passed motions of 
support of the Spanish strikers, 
demonstrated before Spanish con
sulates demanding release of 
arrested strikers, etc. These ex
pressions of solidarity, which 
reach the ears of the Spanish peo
ple by radio, by word of mouth, 
by smuggled newspapers, have 
not been confined to Europe but 
are world-wide. As a factor in 
strengthening the Spanish work
ers fo r the tremendous sacrifices 
they must undergo to topple 
Franco, now backed by Wall 
Street money and guns, these acts 
c.f solidarity are of inestimable 
worth.

Note: Reports from the Spanish 
underground which we carried in 
our April 2 issue as a reprint 
from the French weekly La Vcrite 
were transmitted to that publica
tion by the POUM (Workers 
Party of Marxist U nity). We have 
just learned that this is the source 
of the information included in 
our article.

did, however, attack President 
Truman and urged the “ United 
Labor Policy Committee to call 
a representative Conference of 
Labor in the spring of 1952, prior 
to the convening of both old 
party conventions”  to “ determine 
the political course that should 
be taken in the 1952 campaign.”

MINORITY RESOLUTION
In spite of Reuther’s plea, some 

2C per cent of the delegates voted 
by a show of hands fo r the 
m inority resolution unambiguous
ly stating “ that this convention

Rhee’s Soldiers 
Massacre Entire 
So. Korea Village

In the heart of Korea’s south
west, far behind the battle fronts, 
has been committed one of the 
ghastliest atrocities in the al
ready countless list of which the 
bloody Truman-backed Syngman 
Ithee regime has been guilty.

On Mar. 6 the entire population 
of a thatched - roof hamlet of 
Shim-Um Mium, 1,400 children, 
women and men, were slaughter
ed by Rhee’s National Police and 
the Third Battalion of the 
Eleventh Division of the So. 
Korean Army. This “ top-secret”  
news was revealed on Apr. 10 by 
George Barrett, N. Y. Times 
Korea correspondent.

Like so many other villages in 
So. Korea, Shim-Um had been 
subjected to raids by guerrillas 
foraging fo r supplies. Three such 
raids in the last six months made 
“ some police and Army au
thorities . . . suspect that the 
villagers were ‘Communist sym
pathizers.’ ”  This “ suspicion,”  
never verified, was the signal fo r 
the massacre.

According to the Times cor
respondent, “ the troops of the 
battalion surrounded the hamlet 
and closed in slowly . . . began 
firing as they marched into the 
town, k illing  methodically men, 
women and children as they tried 
to get out of the way of bullets.” 
No official estimates of the 
number killed were ever made. 
According to “ some sources . . .' 
v irtually the whole hamlet was 
wiped out.”  The So. KoVean 
papers are. permitted to say 
nothing about the “ case itself or 
the Assembly’s (secret) debate 
over it.”

calls upon the United Labor 
Policy Committee to convoke a 
representative Congress of Labor 
to take steps fo r the speedy 
formation of an independent 
I^abor Party in preparation for 
the 1952 elections.”

The Reutherite resolution con
tinued to put primary blame for 
labor’s present plight on “ the 
unholy alliance of reactionary 
Northern Republicans and South
ern Democrats.”  The minority 
resolution declared: “ These so- 
called Fair Dealers have' turned 
out to be fake dealers. Their fa ir 
deal has become a raw deal. Tru
man has ceased giving even lip- 
service to social legislation. The 
fight for a real Fair Deal now 
depends upon labor and the party 
it  must and w ill create.”

Pointing out that labor was 
‘ on the righ t track”  when i t  got 
o ff Truman's war boards, the 
m inority résolution added that 
“ labor now need only complete 
the job by declaring its inde
pendence from Truman’s Demo
cratic Party and refusing to 
serve as window dressing for it. 
Such a step taken at this critical 
juncture w ill effectively ra lly all 
the American people and strike 
fear into all the anti - labor 
elements.”

DOOR OPEN
The Reutherite resolution, on 

the other hand, le ft the door open 
for a continuation of the political 
alliance w ith the Trumanites and 
for deals with the capitalist 
parties and candidates.

No one, including Reuther him
self, spoke against a labor party. 
Reuther, as did the other speak
ers for the majority resolution, 
even claimed sympathy fo r the 
“ sentiments”  of the minority. A ll 
implied they were fo r a labor 
party and differed only on the 
“ strategy and tactics”  — the 
“ tim ing,”  as Reuther put i t  — of 
the m inority resolution.

The Reutherites maneuvered to 
keep the political action resolu
tions o ff the floor as long as 
possible in the hope of preventing 
a full-scale debate. L ittle  ad
vance notice was given that there 
was a difference in the resolu
tions committee, hand-picked by 
Reuther, and that the labor party 
issue would be debated. The con
vention was confronted by the 
two resolutions at 9:30 in the 
evening, when many delegates 
were absent and the others tired 
out by a day-long session.

(Continued on page 3)

our country step by step into 
World War I I I  and about which 
the people have been permitted 
no say whatever.

Charges and counter - charges 
are fly ing  thick and fast and the 
r if t  among the capitalist ruling 
circles is growing more embit
tered. By this the people can only 
benefit. For they are now in a 
position to learn more of the 
truth. And they must demand to 
learn the whole truth. Especially 
about the extent to which the 
gravest decisions have been made, 
as they still are, behind then- 
backs, in contemptuous disregard 
of all basic Constitutional safe
guards and of the people’s wishes 
and interests.

Truman has launched the most 
serious of charges against Mac
Arthur. He declared that the Mac
Arthur course would lead im 
mediately to World War ITT and 
that this “ Caesar of the Pacific”  
has been gu ilty  of usurping 
prerogatives specifically barred 
to him by the Constitution.

SECRETS KEPT FROM 
PEOPLE

The White House has already 
released sufficient documentary 
evidence, hitherto pigeonholed as 
“ top secret,”  to bear out this 
second charge to the hilt. Mac- 
A rthur’s Tokyo office continues 
shamelessly to deny it.

Two facts stand out in this 
connection. The first is that Mac- 
A rthur’s “ defiance”  does not date

Hansen Calls War 
In Korea “Crime” 
At U. of C. Forum

BERKELEY, Calif., A p ril 4 — 
Joseph Hansen, speaking today to 
University of California students, 
attracted one of the largest 
crowds of the year. Approximately 
300 students gathered outdoors 
at Sather Gate to hear Hansen 
speak on “ America and the World 
Crisis.”

Hansen explained the aggres
sive character of American im
perialism, showing that this had 
the effect of strengthening the 
Stalin regime. I t  did this by 
fending to unite all communist 
tendencies inside the Soviet Union 
behind the present government 
in order to defend Russia against 
imperialist attack.

Moving to the American scene, 
Hansen referred to the Kefauver 
crime investigations. He said it 
has “ only lifted one small corner 
of our graft and corruption. Why 
was not the crime of infringing 
on our civil liberties investigated 
by the Kefauver Committee? 
Why did they not investigate the 
crime of dragging the American 
people into war in Korea?”

Hansen next spoke about the 
current world crisis. He said that 
the conflict between North and 
South Korea was similar to the 
American Civil War. He referred 
to the Chinese overthrow of 
Chiang- Kai-shek as an “ elemental 
explosion.”  That China acted bn 
its own and not as a “ puppet of 
Moscow”  was shown by the fact 
that “ Stalin opposed the revolu
tion and wanted to make a deal 
with Chiang and Washington.”

Hansen concluded his ta lk by 
calling for the- Socialist alter
native to capitalist wars. A 
period fo r questions followed, 
with students becoming involved 
in heated discussion on the ideas 
of socialism and Trotskyism. Most 
c f the students listened to the 
exposition of Trotskyist ideas for 
the firs t time.

back merely to recent days. He 
has been pursuing the same 
course for at least the last nine 
months, that is, ever since the 
outbreak of the Korean war. I f  
his course leads to war today, i t  
also did nine months ago.

According to James Reston, one 
of N. Y. Times’ political experts, 
there is “ plenty more”  in “ the 
voluminous Marc.Arthur file”  which 
Truman can fire “ i f  the General 
and the Republicans insist on 
carrying the issue to the coun
try .”  Correspondent Reston was 
obviously allowed to “ leak”  this 
information by the White House. 
This threat to expose the fu ll 
extent of MacArthur’s “ in 
subordination,”  thus provides at 
the same time proof that all this 
while Truman has covered up for 
the Tokyo warlord, acting as hjs 
tacit accomplice.

Who has the righ t to know 
a rout such unheard of dictatorial 
conduct as this (general is un
questionably guilty of, i f  not the 
.people o f this country? Why 
aren’t they being told? One 
reason is that i f  MacArthur is 
to be condemned, as he surely 
deserves, then no less repre
hensible is Truman, officially 
MacArthur’s "superior officer.”

TRUMAN’S GUILT
But Truman’s responsibility 

goes much beyond this. Truman 
usurped power by plunging into 
the Korean adventure without 
even bothering to consult Con
gress, let alone the people. Tru
man ordered the seizure of 
Formosa, which is Chinese te rr i
tory and in no way connected 
with Korea. By whose authority 
can such’’' seizure be possibly 
sanctioned? When his superior 
usurps powers, is i t  so surprising 
that one of his subordinates 
should feel free to act in the same 
dictatorial manner?

The M ilitant has repeatedly 
warned how arrogant and arbi
tra ry  the power-drunk m ilita ry 
caste has become in this country. 
The MacArthur case is only the 
most glaring evidence of it.

MacArthur would have been 
allowed to continue in his own 
sweet way, i f  i t  were not fo r 
s h a r p  tactical disagreements 
which now divide the ruling 
circles. They are divided over the 
tim ing and the choice of the .place 
and the occasion fo r launching 
World War I I I .

TWO TACTICAL VIEWS
MacArthur and those associat

ed with him want to wage i t  r ig h t 
away and with Asia as the cen
tral arena fo r m ilita ry opera
tions: The administration course 
is to stall fo f time and, under 
more favorable circumstances, to 

(Continued on Page 2)

Because She Saw 
No Way Out

BOSTON, A p ril 8 — The 
terrible impact of the Ameri
can war crisis on the daily life  
of the people was revealed in 
a p itifu l murder and suicide. 
Mrs. Mary L. Niles, 29, desert
ed by her husband three years 
ago, killed her six - year - old 
son and herself by gas.

Mrs. Niles le ft a letter that 
sums up the agonized feelings 
of mothers living in this age 
of the atom bomb: “ I  have 
been pushed from pillar to 
post and can’t take i t  any 
more. I  know this is a coward’s 
way out, so I guess I  must be 
a coward as I am taking 
Robert Paul w ith me. I  do not 
want him to grow up and be 
slaughtered in another war.”
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Ita lian  Stalinists Prepare a New Betrayal Letter from China Tells 
O f Life Under Mao RuleBy Charles Hanley

On Apr. 3 Italian Communist 
Party loader, Palmiro Togliatti 
f la tly  offered a deal to Premier 
de Gasperi and the Italian bour
geoisie at the Stalinist national 
convention in Rome. The conven
tion then went on record un
animously for a resolution which 
assured the capitalist rulers of 
Ita ly  fu ll support in return for 
a change in foreign policy.

Prior to Toglia tti’s trip  to Mos
cow the CP had demanded the 
replacement of the Vatican- spon
sored de Gasperi regime by a 
“ democratic”  coalition. The Pre
mier was subjected to an in 
creasingly violent campaign by 
the Stalinist propaganda ma-> 
chine. The regime has been 
teetering because of universal 
discontent and is s till fa r from 
secure.

A  TURN TO THE RIGHT
Precisely at this moment, the 

Stalinist line is completely 
reversed. Instead of opposing de 
Gasperi, the CP now offers him 
unqualified support. I t  w ill enter 
his cabinet, on the sole condition 
that-de Gasperi “ renounce”  the 
Atlantic Pact policy and adopt 
the policy of “ neutrality”  instead.

This move was made, naturally,

(Continued from Page 1)
unleash the general war with the 
European continent as the main 
theater.

By publicly disclosing the 
meaning and consequences of 
MacArthur’s course, Truman tells 
only part of the truth. He is 
trying to hide that his own course 
is likewise exclusively designed to 
promote war.

For this purpose he has used 
the shameless pretense that the 
large-scale war the administra
tion is continuing to wage in 
Korea — with Ridgway in place 
of MacArthur — is designed •— 
to assure peace!

Nine months ago this guardian 
of peace announced that what the 
U.S. was doing in Korea was a 
mere “ police actiop.”  This was 
intended to lu ll public fears as

upon a signal from the Kremlin. 
I t  represents a bid not alone to 
the Italian bourgeoisie but to 
the French and English as well. 
More than this, i t  is an offer to 
Washington. For Italian capital
ism, like the rest of Western 
Europe, is firm ly tied to Amer
ican imperialism and depends on 
Wall Street’s support.

Stalin chose Ita ly  as the tria l 
ground fo r his latest diplomatic 
maneuver because of the strength 
of the CP there and because of 
the unstable position of the 
regime and the existence of a 
neutralist m inority in de Gasperi’s 
Christian Democratic P a r t y .  
Neverthless, Washington would 
have to underwrite the deal, be
cause the Italian capitalists are 
perhaps the least able in Europe 
to afford to slap their American 
protectors in the face.

AIMED AT DEAL
The political importance of the 

Stalin-Togliatti offer can hardly 
be exaggerated. I t  underscores 
the lengths to which the Kremlin 
is prepared to go to arrange a 
deal w ith  the American imperial
ists, bartering Sway, as usual, the 
v ita l interests of the working 
class in any and every country.

Those who pretend to discern 
in Stalinism, a dynamic and even

well as to cover up his usurpa 
lion of war powers. Now Truman 
has the gall to announce that “ in 
simplest terms what we are doing 
is this: We are try ing to prevent 
a third world war.”

One would have to be simple- 
minded to swallow this latest ex
planation. I t  is on par w ith the 
alibi of an arsonist, caught in the 
act of pouring gasoline into the 
roaring flames, who said that he 
was just try ing  to put the fire 
cut.

Truman is obviously banking on 
the shortness of human memory. 
He expects that people have fo r
gotten his previous explanations, 
such as the need to defend the 
“ democratic”  Synghman Rhee 
regime. Above all, he hopes that 
everybody has forgotten his own 
threat to drop the atom-bomb.

“ revolutionary”  force aiming to 
conquer all of Europe, as a 
preliminary to world domination, 
have once again received their 
irrefutable answer. Stalinism 
remains what it  always has been. 
A conservative, narrow-minded 
Great-Russian bureaucracy con
cerned exclusively with its own 
privileges and power.

Far from being sincere about, 
or even seriously committed to, 
their “ left.”  program of social 
demands, the Stalinist bureau
crats in Ita ly  as elsewhere are 
as eager as ever to discard them 
not alone for an agreement with 
their respective ruling class, but 
even for a chance of a deal.

SAVED CAPITALISM
This was made amply clear in 

Western Europe directly follow
ing the war, when the Stalinists 
were powerful enough, certainly 
in 1944-45, to topple the com
pletely bankrupt c a p i t a l i s t  
systems ,in both France and 
Ita ly. Instead they were the 
foremost assistants in helping 
capitalism to survive, acting as 
strikebreakers and as the most 
zealous partisans of the native 
capitalists, fo r the sake of the 
then existing alliance between 
the Kremlin and Western im
perialism, an alliance which

In the midst of his “ peace- 
loving”  radio speech, he actually 
made a th inly veiled threat to 
bomb Chinese bases on the main
land, i f  this is deemed necessary 
“ to conduct our m ilita ry activities 
so as to ensure the security ' of 
cur forces.”  In claiming success 
in Korea, there is litt le  to choose 
between MacArthur’s arrogant 
boasts and Truman’s: “ ,We have 
taught the enemy a lesson.”

The concern, i f  not dismay, in 
the ruling circles is best ex
pressed by the editors of the N. Y. 
Times, the daily which now plays 
the role of semi-official mouth
piece of the administration. While 
solidarizing with Truman, the 
Times’ editors bewail the Mac
A rthur incident as a “ calamity . . .  
in many ways a great calamity.”  
They go on to explain this under 
three headings.

M ILITAR Y CASTE
First, i t  bemoans the “ personal 

calamity”  of MacArthur. For the 
American people, fa r from being 
a misfortune, the public disgrace 
of MacArthur is a boon. I t  deals 
a blow to the prestige of the 
m ilita ry caste and w ill help 
awaken the public to the danger 
of m ilita ry dictatorship that has 
grown in proportion as the power 
of the m ilitarists has increased. 
How dangerously this power has 
grown is illustrated by the in
solence of MacArthur.

Second, the Times editors fear 
the “ potential calamity of a deep 
and b itter . . . division of Amer
ican public opinion.”  By this they 
mean the deepening of the tactical 
r i f t  between the group in the 
iu ling  circles that is fo r launch
ing the general war in Asia now 
as against those who favor doing 
it in Europe a little  later. Again, 
the people stand only to benefit 
from the squabbling since i t  helps 
expose both contending sides for 
the warmakers they really are.

Thirdly, the same editors fear 
the “ potential calamity”  of a 
“bandwagon rush”  in the United 
Nations fo r a peaceful settle
ment in the Far East. The same 
fear of “ a negotiated peace in 
Korea”  is giving the stock 
market “ a fit  of nerves,”  the 
press reported on Apr. 12.

BRING GIs HOME
Like Truman, all these editors 

and Wall Street profiteers, prefer 
to pass over in silence the con
firmed desire of the American 
people to end the Korean ad
venture and bring the U.S. troops 
back home. Poll after poll has 
shown that the anti-war senti
ment in this country is over
whelming. In try ing to resolve 
the tactical differences between 
his administration'and the Mac
A rthur “ F ight Asia”  gang, Tru
man seeks to exploit this mass 
anti-war sentiment fo r the benefit 
of the rival “ F ight I t  Out in 
Europe”  gang.

Tpuman merits no more con
fidence than MacArthur. Both are 
guilty, each in his own way, of 
seeking to propel our people 
deeper into the cataclysm of war. 
Safeguards are i m p e r a t i v e l y  
needed against both of them.

One immediate s a f e g u a r d  
against this terrible war danger 
is to refer the issue of War and 
Peace directly to the American 
people, let the issue of war and 
peace be decided in a NATIONAL 
REFERENDUM! Bring the U.S. 
troops back home! Stop the 
Korean war now!

shortly thereafter blew up in 
Stalin’s face.

Today, in Ita ly, we see Togliatti 
announcing his readiness fo r a 
repeated performance of this 
treachery. The asking price, this 
time, is not even a treaty with 
the U-SSR plus some hollow 
promises of reform, but “ neutral
ity ”  pure and simple.

MASSES PUT ON BLOCK
Almost everywhere in Western 

Europe, the Stalinist “ peace”  
campaign is now being aimed to 
win over the capitalists to a 
neutralist policy. This line has 
been drawn to 'its  conclusion in 
Italy.

The workers of Milan and 
Turin and other industrial cen
ters, the poor peasants of the 
South, the slum dwellers- of 
Naples and Rome, in brief, the 
mass of the people are again to 
be utilized as so much small 
change by the Stalinist bureau
crats. The mass interests and 
needs — land reform, a living 
wage, job security, fu ll employ
ment, etc. — all these are to be 
thrown overboard. Unless, of 
course, the mass discontent 
obliges the CP t o . retain a 
demagogic platform of social 
demands in order not to lose its 
following.

of 175 Youth Leagues from all 
parts of this island participated; 
about 3,000 jammed the big hall, 
w ith the overflow filling  the 
corridors. Robert Gunawardene 
presided over the sessions.

Among the resolutions adopted 
was that endorsing a recent 
Lanka Samasamaja (Ceylonese 
Trotskyists) resolution calling 
fo r the establishment of a Work
ers and Peasants Samasamaja 
Government.

TWO MILES LONG
When the Youth Conference ad

journed at 4 P.M., a demonstra
tion followed in the streets, one 
of the largest and certainly most 
impressive ever witnessed in 
Colombo. The Youth Leaguers 
wearing red shirts marched 
through the working-class dis
trict? of the city in  a line nearly 
two miles long. The procession 
look 25 minutes to pass a given 
point.

The demonstrators marched to 
the Gall Face Green where a 
mammoth party meeting was 
then held, over which Comrade 
N. M. Perera presided.

For the occasion the party 
issued in pamphlet form “ Pacifism 
and the Workers,”  of which 1,500 
copies were sold that single day.

The Ceylonese Trotskyists, who 
have a strong group in Parlia-

The New York Local of the 
Socialist Workers Party is plan
ning an unusually impressive 
program fo r its May Day 
celebration this year.

The principal speaker of the 
evening w ill be Joseph Hansen, 
former secretary to the late Leon 
Trotsky, whose arrival in New 
York for the meeting w ill mark 
the wind-up of his current coast 
to coast speaking tour. James P. 
Cannon, National Secretary of 
the party, w ill preside at the 
celebration.

Additional features of the pro
gram w ill be a colorful dramatic 
presentation, “ The March of 
American Labor,”  and a chorus 
singing American and Chinese 
song? of revolt.
' The celebration w il be held on 
Tuesday night, May 1, at the 
Hotel Capitol, 8th Ave. and 51st 
Street.

The Italian CP convention, the 
first in three years, was as tightly 
controlled as any on record. Yet 
even in this gathering of hand
picked bureaucrats, there was a 
feeling of uneasiness about the 
new coalition offer. “ Speakers 
discussing the proposal gave the 
impression that they were con
cerned lest Ita ly ’s rank-and-file 
Communists be troubled over the 
prospect that their agitation for 
improved wage and work condi
tions may be suspended in pay
ment for an Italian foreign policy 
more pleasing to the Soviet 
Union,”  reports the N. Y. Herald- 
Tsibune’s Rome correspondent.

Stalin and a ll his Togliattis 
have nothing but contempt fo r 
the masses. But there is a new 
a ir blowing over Ita ly  and the 
rest of Europe. I t  is by no means 
assured that the Stalinists w ill 
be able to repeat their treachery 
with the same impunity as in the 
past.

There is slim likelihood, as 
matters now stand, of a tem
porary deal being consummated 
such as Togliatti has advertised 
and the CP convention has “ un
animously endorsed.”  But the 
likelihood of repercussions among 
the masses of Ita ly  and the rest 
of Western Europe against 
Stalinism is an actual one.

ment, are now contesting a seat 
at Balagonda, one of the remotest 
areas on the island. They have 
recently gained a seat in the 
Colombo Municipality.

The influence of the party is 
growing steadily. Among the in
teresting sidelights of its  in
creasing influence is a recent 
action by the children of Colombo 
who suddenly decided to organize 
a procession by themselves in 
behalf of Lanka Samasamaja. 
Five and six-year olds shouted 
slogans and waved red banners 
for the greater part of a day.

The awakening has penetrated 
even into the jungles. Among the 
Veddas (whom capitalist anthro
pologists classify as “ lower 
savages” ) socialist ideas are 
meeting with enthusiastic re
sponse. They are joining the 
Youth Leagues, despite the ef
forts of the Premier who sought 
to woo them away by himself 
undertaking a tour of the 
jungles. ‘

The experience of the Youth 
Conference has posed the problem 
before the organization of ac
commodating future assemblies. I t  
w ill apparently be necessary to 
construct a temporary camp to 
take care of all the delegates, 
since no permanent building in 
Ceylon would suffice.

HANSEN TOUR 
SCHEDULE

Saturday Apr. 14 Salt Lake 
City

Sunday 15
Monday 16 ”
Tuesday 17 ”
Friday 20 St. Louis
Sunday 22 Detroit
Monday 23 ”
Tuesday 24 F lin t
Wednesday 25 Detroit
Thursday 26 Youngstown
Friday 27
Saturday 28. Pittsburgh
Sunday 29 ”
Tuesday May 1 New York 

(May Day)
Friday 4 Newark
Sunday 6 Baltimore
Saturday 12 Phila.

(We reprint belowr a letter sent 
to La Verite, French Trotskyist 
weekly, by a Chinese militant. I t  
is an eyewitness report of the 
major developments in China 
since the beginning of the Korean 
war. Ed.)

By Tehen
Ever since the departure of 

Chinese volunteers fo r Korea a 
mobilization of all the forces in 
the entire country has taken 
place. In all factories, schools and 
organizations, a very effective 
campaign of agitation against 
American imperialism has been 
launched. While before the out
break of the war in Korea, the 
masses and even some of the 
Communist Party m e m b e r s  
thought war impossible, believing 
that imperialism would retreat 
before the power of the masses, 
today they all understand that as 
long as imperialism remains the 
danger o f war must also remain.

WORKERS’ QUESTIONS
Nevertheless, this propaganda 

has encountered several d iffi
culties. In the trade unions, fo r 
example, and in almost all factory 
meetings the same question has 
been posed: “ I t  is true that 
American imperialism must be 
defeated, but why doesn’t  the 
Soviet Union send troops? Why 
must we be the ones to intervene 
in this war?”  The answers given 
by the leaders have not satisfied 
the workers at all on this point.

Moreover, the anti - American 
campaign of the government is 
translated fo r the workers into a 
campaign to increase production 
which is not met w ith very great 
enthusiasm. On Feb. 6, 1950, the 
government decided to lower 
wages due to the bad financial 
situation, but promised to raise 
them as soon as there was an 
improvement in the situation. By 
Dec. 1950, the financial situation 
had improved greatly as against 
the beginning of the year. The 
workers therefore expected raises, 
but these were postponed on the 
pretext of the costs imposed by 
the Korean war. Under these con
ditions the Stakhanovite pro
paganda cannot have too much 
effect. In many places the work
ers declare that they are prepared 
to increase production in sup
port of the war in Korea but on 
condition that wages also be in 
creased. This explains the great 
number of strikes which have 
lecently taken place in Shanghai.

NEED WORKERS
Although this attitude is an 

obstacle to its policy, the govern
ment does not want a head-on

Allentown Branch 
Completes Quota 
In Fund Campaign

By Reba Aubrey
Allentown, one of the only two 

Socialist Workers Party branches 
that did not complete its quota 
in the $18,000 Organization, Press 
and Defense fund by the March 
31 campaign deadline, sent in the 
balance of its pledge A pril 4. 
“ Better late than never!”  writes 
Comrade John, “ I  am sorry that 
we didn’t  make the deadline, but 
I  am glad that we made our 
quota.”

To summarize the results of 
the $18,000 Organization, Press 
and Defense fund fo r the benefit 
of those who may have missed 
last week’s issue: The total fund 
called fo r was $18,000 and quotas 
were assigned to the respective 
branches. The contributions from 
the branches kept the campaign 
on schedule almost to the per
centage point from week to week 
throughout the campaign. A t the 
end of the campaign, March 31, 
$18,668 had been contributed, 
oversubscribing the fund by a 
final score of 104%. Only two 
branches failed to score 100% or 
better. These were Allentown and 
St. Louis. As noted above, Allen
town came through a few days 
late, leaving St. Louis Branch as 
Hie only hold-out.

Leon Trotsky’s

THE LESSON of SPAIN 
— The Last Warning!

with an introduction by 
V. KARALASINGHAM

This pamphlet, written in 1937 
when the Spanish Civil War 
was at its height, is a withering 
exposure of the politics of 
Stalinism that paved the way 
for the ultimate m ilita ry  t r i 
umph of Franco.

Price 25c (send stamps or coin)
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

116 University PL, N. Y. 3

collision with the workers since 
i t  needs their support. In fact the 
intervention in Korea marked a 
stiffening attitude toward the 
national bourgeoisie which found 
itself obliged to participate in a 
forced loan fo r the purchase of 
war material. Also the govern
ment is obliged to obtain wider 
support among the working class 
masses and must take their 
demands partia lly into considera
tion: consultative commitees con
sisting of the representatives of 
the workers and employers were 
created to discuss conflicts arising 
over salaries but the power of 
decision belongs to the Labor Of
fice, a government organization. 
These very limited concessions 
cannot hinder the workers from 
their struggle to improve their 
living conditions; a number of 
times at Shanghai the workers 
by their direct action succeeded in 
imposing their demands without 
passing through the Labor Office. 
What w ill be the attitude of the' 
government toward these phe
nomena? I t  has not yet deter
mined its attitude and i t  w ill 
evidently depend upon the evolu
tion of the relationship of forces 
inside and outside of China in the 
months to come.

LENGTHY WAR
The government is preparing 

itself fo r a lengthy war e ffort: 
I t  appears determined to carry 
through to the end its aid to 
Korea, even to the point of a war 
w ith the U.S.A. A m ilita ry school 
was created in each large city for 
the usage of members of the 
CX1.P. in order to form the future 
cadre elements of a reinforced 
army. The Minister of National 
Education made an appeal in all 
the secondary schools and univer
sities to incite the students to 
uevotc their free time to propa
ganda work and to volunteer 
entry into the m ilita ry schools. 
The trade unions encourage the 
workers and particularly the un-

In this, the final week of 
preparation fo r the “ Big League 
M ilitant Circulation Campaign,”  

all the branches are 
getting on the mark 
and set to go. Orders 
fo r additional M ili
tants have b e e n  
pouring in from the 
branches in the past 
weeks and literature 
agents have been 
testing the possibili
ties of increasing 
sales in new areas. 
Akron has more 

than doubled its regular bundle 
order; while Oakland, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Newark wrote 
in fo r extra copies of the A pril 
9 issue.

Our report this week from 
Comrade Joseph Hansen, M ili
tant Business Manager, who is 
on a nation-wide speaking tour, 
describes the literature meeting 
of activists in the Bay Area.

He writes, “ The literature 
meeting of the Oakland and San 
Francisco branches was one of 
the best of the tour. For more 
than two hours we had a most 
lively discussion of the general 
problems of building the circula
tion of the socialist press and 
their specific application to this 
area.

“ I  think there was general 
agreement that one of the keys 
to success is the revival of the 
crusading sp irit of the socialists 
of Debs’ day. The habit of always 
carrying a prepaid subscription 
blank to The M ilitant and a few 
rample copies in case you meet 
someone who can profit from a 
little  socialist education.

“ A ll those present from both 
Oakland and Sap Francisco are 
convinced that the subscription 
and sales campaign w ill do much 
to l i f t  circulation of The M ili
tant, Fourth International, and 
pamphlets on socialism to its 
Tight level. T.he enthusiasm of 
the Bay Area activists was 
heartening and an augur of the 
success of the campaign.”

Comrade Bob K. reports for 
the Cleveland Branch the results 
of a distribution of M ilitants to 
the delegates at the recent UAW 
Convention. “ About 1000 M ili
tants were distributed to the Sun
day afternoon session of the con
vention,”  he writes. “ Distributors 
were encouraged by the friendly 
comments and recognition The 
Militant, got. They were sure that 
while many ‘Daily Workers’ were 
thrown away very few M ilitants 
were seen on the floor.

“  ‘This is a real socialist paper,’ 
is the way one delegate expressed 
himself. Many others greeted the 
distributors with the comment, 
‘We’ve got to read both sides of 
the question.’ Judging from the 
convention debates, we are sure 
they did.”

employed to enter these schools. 
The doctors and technicians have 
been mobilized fo r Korea. A ll 
signs show the resolute w ill of 
the leadership of the Chinese 
Communist Party  to conduct the 
war in Korea to its very end, a 
war that i t  entered independently 
of all Soviet pressure.

AGRARIAN REFORM
In the South, the problem of 

agrarian reform is added to the 
problem of the direct struggle 
against American imperialism. 
Agrarian reform was not applied 
to the southern part of the 
country but its extension is now 
rendered more necessary than 
ever before by a strong rebirth 
of banditry in this region. Ac
cording to official infoi’mation 
there are a half m illion bandits 
in the southern provinces who 
conduct their activity principally 
in Kwangsi and Yunnan. These 
bands are formed by former 
Kuomintang soldiers who hid 
themselves in the mountains when 
Chiang Kai - shek was crushed. 
Not only do they hinder com
munications between regions, but 
they terrorize the peasants who 
have organized committees to 
realize the agrarian reform pro
gram. In reality these bands are 
in direct or indirect liaison with 
the southern landowners whose 
power would be broken by land 
reform.

The peasants, reduced to a very 
precarious level of existence by 
the extreme concentration of 
property ownership, are extremely 
discontented and w ill only give 
support to the government in its 
struggle agairtst banditry i f  they 
have a direct interest in doing so; 
that is to say, i f  agrarian reform 
is accomplished. That is why the 
agrarian reform program’s ap
plication is a more important 
preoccupation of the people of the 
South than the anti - American 
struggle and brings foi-th more 
enthusiasm.

Five Detroit comrades went.out 
w ith M ilitants fo r an hour after 
work last week and sold 53 copies. 
B. Allen sends in the individual 
scores as follows: Chuck sold 15; 
Bill, 11; B., 11; Lee, 10; and 
Cynthia, 6. Comrade B. com
ments, “ A ll of us fe lt i t  is a 
wonderful experience to be able 
to just go out in the evening fo r 
an hour after work and be able 
to sell 53 copies of the paper.”  
This is a good example set by 
Detroit of how middle-of-the- 
week sales can be very reward
ing and as successful as week
end sales.

M. and F. G. of Oakland sent 
in a thoughtful extra 50 cents 
w ith their M ilitant renewal to 
make up fo r any trouble their 
delay in renewing may have 
caused.

We also want to thank friends 
in Ontario who sent in a con
tribution of $5 w ith their M ili
tant renewal, and J. R. of Toronto 
who enclosed an extra $1.50 w ith 
his renewal to The M ilitant and 
Fourth International. We appre
ciate these expressions of the 
high value placed on our press 
by friends in Canada.
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A Shy Professor
Professor Sidney Hook, head of the philosophy department of 

New York University, and prominent among those turncoat radi
cals who have entered the service .of American imperialism as 
“ advisors”  on the a rt of propaganda warfare, has proven to be shy 
and retiring  when asked to defend his formula before an audience of 
students on the university campus.

He was invited by the student Spartacus Club at the university 
to debate American foreign policy w ith James P. Cannon, National 
Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. Cannon accepted the ift- 
vitation. Hook declined. The Spartacus Club has nevertheless an
nounced i t  w ill hold a meeting on the subject, w ith  Cannon as the 
speaker, on Wednesday, A p ril 25.

The incident has apparently caused repercussions in  the stu
dent body. Commenting on Hook’s refusal to debate, columnist Hy. 
Bogen, of the Square Bulletin, N.Y.U. newspaper, in an article en
titled “ The Reluctant Professor”  asks pointedly: “ What more could 
he ask than the opportunity to refute, point by point, the claims 
of his ideological enemies? I t  would be counter-propaganda of the 
type he himself suggested in a recent article in The Times. From 
any point of view, nothing can justify  his refusal to discuss public 
issues openly before a student audience.”

Students W ill Be Victims
I t  must be admitted that i t  would not be a pleasant task fo r 

a philosophically inclined professor to appear before a student 
audience and defend the administration and its monstrous program 
of world domination. A fte r all, these same students are to be the 
victims of U.S. foreign policy. They w ill be among the soldiers 
sent to the four corners of the earth to fig h t fo r the profits of 
others; they w ill be the drafted scientists whose knowledge w ill be 
turned to destruction; they w ill perhaps include some writers who 
w ill be told as soldiers in Hook’s propaganda warfare, to explain 
to the massacred people of Korea that America is “ liberating”  them.

American foreign policy is not a philosophical abstraction for 
these students, but a matter of life  and death. The doughty pro
fessor is no doubt r igh t in concluding that i t  is better and safer 
to expound the program of imperialism in the New York Times 
Magazine where no one can ask questions or answer him back.

Your First Issue?
I f  this is the firs t time you have ever read The 

Militant, you now have an idea of the kind of news
paper we publish. I t  is a weekly that pulls no punches 
in fighting for socialism.

I f  you want to have an analysis of the current de
velopments and problems in the American and world 
labor struggles, you ought to read The M ilitant reg
ularly. The most convenient way is by subscribing.

Clip the coupon below and mail i t  in today. Send 
only $1 for a six month subscription or $2 for a fu ll 
year to The Militant, 116 University PI., New York 3, 
N. Y.
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S ta te ................................................................Zone............

Truman Fires M ’Arthur, 
Pushes Own War Plans

Ceylon Workers’ Meeting

Part of a crowd of 30,000 Ceylonese who attended a rally 
last year in  Colombo called by the Trotskyists,to celebrate their 
unification into one mass party.

a Y lO H  SOCIALIST TOOTH 
IN HUGE DEMONSTRATION

COLOMBO, Ceylon — The Annual Conference of the 
All-Ceylon Samasamaja Youth Leagues was held here 
Sunday, March 4 at the Colombo Town Hall. Delegates

®--------------------------------------------------------

NEW YORK SWP ANNOUNCES 
PLANS FOR MAY DAY RALLY



Miners Speak O ut on W ar
One voice among the official labor 

movement has finally responded to the 
feelings of the overwhelming majority 
of the American workers by demanding 
that the Truman administration stop the 
Korean war.

The United Mine Workers Journal has
done this in an editorial entitled “ Stale
mate in Korea — And at Home” in its 
April 1 issue. Estimating Korea as a 
“ Helpless and hopeless situation,”  in “ the 
game of accomplishing nothing and get
ting nowhere,”  this editorial pins the 
blame on “ our stupid diplomacy” for get
ting “ us into the Korean conflict—which 
it  is now evident cannot be settled on 
the battlefield.”  I t  then concludes that 
“ it  is up to the administration to find 
a way to end this unjustified bloody 
mess.”

To the everlasting shame of the union 
leadership, not one of them has dared to 
speak such plain and blunt words in the 
name of labor. On the contrary, they 
are covering up the Korean atrocity, and 
support the whole Truman war program. 
I t  is to the credit of the Mine Workers 
that their leadership is beginning to 
speak up, while the rest of the union of
ficials provide labor “ window dressing” 
for the Truman-Pentagon “ Operation 
Slaughter.”  Not only the mine workers, 
but the steel workers, auto workers, 
along with the overwhelming majority 
of the American people in all walks of 
life, are against the bloody Korean “ lib
eration.”

What the Mine Workers Journal says 
is true enough as far as i t  goes. But its

position still remains inconsistent and 
inadequate. “ The people just can’t  come 
to understand that our leaders were just 
plain dubs in the firs t place,”  explains 
John L. Lewis’ periodical, and yet it  i t 
self goes on to leave the decision to these 
same “ plain dubs.”  How can such a solu
tion possibly teach the people about the 
real character of the administration in 
Washington? How can it  help the people 
find a way out of this whole “ unjustified 
bloody mess” ?

I t  is false to the core to blame the peo
ple for the crimes of the capitalist rulers, 
whether these rulers happen to be “ plain 
dubs” or fancy shysters. The way to ex
pose and figh t these capitalist leaders 
and politicians is to offer the people an 
alternative program and leadership. 
Otherwise to whom can the people turn ? 
From whom can they learn ?

To offer the people a real way out — 
that is the imperative task of labor. And 
that is where the Mine Workers Journal 
fails. Instead of arousing the people, 
warning them not to place an ounce of 
confidence in the capitalist war-mongers 
— instead of summoning the mine work
ers to intervene by demanding a nation
al referendum on Korea and all questions 
of war and peace, the Journal berates 
the people.

The people have already shown they 
know the Korean war is unjustified in 
every poll taken on the subject. Now it  
is necessary to figh t for this majority 
opinion to express itself. Let the people 
decide! For a national referendum on 
war and peace!

The Church and Franco
On March 11, 1951 the Pope made his 

speech to the Spanish workers “ warn
ing” them against the social revolution, 
just as he did on June 13, 1943 when he 
started making speeches to the Italian 
workers, “ warning” them that they 
would only be enchained if  they over
threw Mussolini.

Now comes news that “ Roman Catho
lic leaders”  in Spain are giving “ power
fu l moral support to the workers in their 
demands for better living conditions.”

What this “ powerful support”  amounts 
to thus far are two editorials, one pub
lished in March and the other unpublish
ed in April. In March, an editorial against 
inflation appeared in Ecclesia, organ of 
the Catholic Action movement, intimate
ly allied with the Falangists. The never 
published editorial “ approving” the Bar
celona general strike was to have ap
peared in Tu (Thou), a weekly published 
by the “ Workers Brotherhood of Catholic 
Action,”  officially a part of Franco’s 
“ trade union” set-up.

The authorities refused to permit such 
“ comment.”  So the hierarchy, instead of 
demonstratively challenging , the ban, 
meekly suspended publication. These “ op
ponents”  of Franco are obviously con
cerned with something entirely different 
than the plight of the Spanish people.

The hierarchy, explains N. Y. Times’ 
Madrid correspondent, has suddenly be
come “ uneasy” and “ anxious” over the
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“ close ties between church and the re
gime” and wants to make it  clear “ that 
the church does not accept responsibility 
for these shortcomings” of Franco’s bes
tial rule.

This, too, is precisely what happened 
in Italy eight years ago when fearful of 
Mussolini’s downfall, the hierarchy be
gan criticizing the “ shortcomings” — in 
order to salvage the Vatican’s fabulous 
wealth in the country.

The same maneuver is today being ap
plied in Spain. But with this difference: 
Mussolini’s regime was never so closely 
identified with the Vatican as Franco’s. 
Mussolini was never so deeply indebted 
to the hierarchy for his rise to power as 
is Franco, who had the Vatican’s full sup
port during the Civil War, and whose 
regime has been, as it  is, exclusively Ro
man Catholic in character.

Moreover, the hierarchy, the biggest 
single landowner in Spalin, holds far 
more wealth here than in Italy. Fearing 
Franco’s downfall, the Vatican wants to 
safeguard its riches and get out from 
under as unscathed as possible.

Its conduct is an excellent gauge of how 
shaky Franco’s regime really is, despite 
Truman and Wall Street working might 
and main to prop it  up. Whatever hap
pens, one thing is clear: The hypocrisy 
and venality of the Vatican is apparently 
directly proportional to the financial 
stake involved.

By A rt Preis
Observers in and outside the 

labor movement have been try 
ing to write o ff the CIO United 
Automobile Workers as just an
other, i f  larger, union of the 
more conservative and bureau
cratized type in the CIO and even 
the AFL. Since Walter Reuthcr 
tcok fu ll control in 1947, in 
troduced constitutional curbs on 
the membership and opposition 
elements in 1949 and tied the 
UAW to five-year contracts in 
1950, it has become the fashion 
to describe the UAW as no longer 
ihe dynamic union it once was.

There is no gainsaying that 
Reuther has been a conservatizing 
and bureaucratizing force in  the 
UAW. But that is not to say that 
the UAW, permeated with the 
tradition of militancy and union 
democracy, can no longer play the 
lole of an aggressive spearhead 
of the American labor move
ment.

NOT A PLIANT TOOL
The 13th Convention of the 

UAW, held in Cleveland from 
April 1 to 6, revealed that this 
largest and most powerful union 
in America is not the completely 
pliant tool of Walter Reuther and 
his faction. On the contrary, 
there was evidence aplenty of an 
articulate and grooving opposi
tion, centered in the very heart 
cf the union, which i f  organized 
on a basic program of progressive 
economic and political action, can 
successfully challenge the Reu- 
therite leadership.

The Reulher machine itself 
disclosed some serious cracks in 
the convention. This was notable 
in the most heated struggle of 
the convention, the debate over 
Reuthcr’s proposed dues in 
crease, in the regional elections 
fo i executive board members and 
in the significant full-scale dis
cussion on the question of form
ing a labor party.

I t  is hard to imagine the leader
ship of any other union confront
ing so much opposition and 
having to put up such a battle in 
order to push through a dues in
crease of $1 a month to bring the 
total to $2.50. As Reuther, Mazey 
and other leaders almost tearfully 
pointed out, the UAW, which has 
won bigger gains fo r its members 
since 1946 than any other union 
except the United Mine Workers, 
has had the lowest dues of any 
CIO or AFL union. And i t ’s not 
because the leadership hasn’t 
plugged fo r more dues at every 
convention.

In order to put over the dues 
increase at this convention, 
Reuther had to put on an all-out 
campaign fo r months in advance, 
to focus the entire convention on 
this issue, to use every form of 
argument and pressure on the 
delegates, and even to bring in 
CIO President Philip Murray to 
plead fo r more money.

I f  the opposition to the dues 
increase was as strong as i t  was, 
that was not because the auto 
workers are “ cheap-skates.”  Their 
generosity and spirit of sacrifice 
is noteworthy. But the floor dis
cussion at the convention showed 
that wide lay.ers of the auto 
workers — particularly the 
larger, older, more experienced 
and m ilitant locals — do not trust 
the Reuther leadership and have 
no real confidence in it, despite 
Reuther’s big promises, “ radical” 
ta lk and social demagogy.

The chief argument of the op
position — which included the
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powerful Ford Local 600, the 
General Motors locals in F lin t 
and many o.ther big locals that 
have been counted in Reuther’s 
camp in the past ■— was that 
Reuther did not intend to use the 
increased dues to fight fo r the 
interests of the auto workers but 
to “ play politics”  w ithin the 
union' — that is, to strengthen 
his personal machine.

That delegates whose actual 
v o t i n g  strength represented 
nearly half the UAW membership 
opposed the dues increase is clear 
evidence of the deep-seated mis
trust. and dissatisfaction that 
exists against the leadership.

On other organizational issues, 
tne leadership had to satisfy 
itself w ith nibbling gains and 
even to retreat. I t  put over the 
proposal fo r bi-annual conven
tions, but this represented only 
a three-months extension over the 
previous period. I t  backed down 
on the proposal fo r an increase 
in initiation fees. In everything; 
i t  proceeded gingerly and cauti
ously, always with a weather-eye 
open fo r signs of a storm from 
the delegates.

While Reuther and Secretary-

Treasurer Emil Mazey ran un
opposed fo r re-election, some sign 
of the opposition strength was 
indicated in the elections fo r vice 
presidents and executive board 
members. The opposition, neither 
well-organized nor homogeneous, 
got up a fu ll slate at the last 
moment and then withdrew it. But 
Walter Rogowski, of Dodge Local 
3, running fo r vice president w ith
out any campaign against Reuth
er’s incumbent l i e u t e n a n t s ,  
Richard Gosser and John W. 
Livingston, secured over 12 per 
cent of the votes.

UPSET IN  FLIN T
A big upset was suffered by the 

Reutherites in the very heart of 
the General Motors set-up when 
the opposition F lin t delegates in 
Region 1C elected Robert Carter, 
long an opponent of Reuther, as 
Regional Director and Interna
tional Executive Board member, 
with the incumbent Donnel Chap
man refusing to run and another 
Reutherite candidate, Els worth l S. 
Patterson, withdrawing rather 
than face severe defeat.

In West Side Detroit Region 
1A — largest in the union — an

opposition Negro candidate, W il
liam H. Johnson, former record
ing  secretary of Ford Local 600, 
secured a surprisingly large 
in inority vote of 417 against 315 
torts the incumbent Joseph Mc- 
Cusker. This was a demonstration 
pot only of the growing strength 
o f the opposition in Reuther’s 
own bailiwick, where his home 
local, Amalgamated Local 174, is 
located, but of the increasing 
resentment against his lily-white 
policy of keeping Negroes out of 
the top leadership.

Reuther’s strength at the con
vention lay not alone, in the ma
chine he has been able to build. 
Of equal, i f  not greater im
portance, was his emphasis on 
program. He based his demands 
fo r higher dues on the need to 
raise a fighting fund to secure 
new demands fo r a guaranteed 
annual wage, $200-a-month retire
ment pensions, etc. Of course, he 
soft-pedaled the fact that this 
fight would be deferred at least 
four years — until the five-year 
contracts, expire.

A t the same time, Reuther and 
his chief lieutenant Mazey played 
the role of “ m ilitants”  in their

denunciation of the Truman ad
ministration, their declarations of 
political “ independence”  and their 
sharp criticisms of Big Business 
in the government war agencies.

The opposition had an almost 
perfect opportunity to expose 
Reuther and Mazey on the most 
important issue-apolitical action. 
But its weakness lay precisely in 
its lack of a fu lly  worked-out 
program on the economic and 
political issues. It failed to cam
paign on the labor party ques
tion — the issue which most 
clearly exposed Reuther — al
though the votes for the labor 
party resolution were primarily 
oppositionist.

The chance to show up Reuth
er’s social demagogy — his laék 
of a real program of action — 
uas when he personally attacked 
the labor party resolution* and 
swung the convention majority 
ngainst it. But the fact that fu lly  
20 per cent of the delegates 
voted fo r the labor party shows 
what the opposition could have 
done on this principled issue i f  it 
had made it  a major plank of its 
program and fought openly as a 
bloc fo r it.

A uto Union Debates Labor Party

I’ve Been Working on the Railroad
By a Railroad Fireman

You have no idea how many 
bartenders, truck drivers and 
factory workers have confided in 
me that i f  they were not tied 
down to their present jobs, they 
would get into railroad work and 
reap the benefits they are sure 
we enjoy. They compare our 
work with the civil service posi
tions in the Pentagon, where all 
that is necessary is to settle back 
in a comfortable ru t of some 
simple routine and watch the 
checks roll in. Quite certainly they 
believe that we live through some 
romantic adventure: danger at 
every curve and glory at the end 
of each successful run.

Casey Jones becomes the aver
age engineer, and every conductor 
wears an impressive, blue uniform 
with gold buttons. They fa il to 
see the monotony of going over 
the same stretch of track for 40 
years, or the work and worry of 
coaxing speed from an engine so 
broken down it  should have been 
in the scrap yards years ago.

The ads of railroad manage
ment forget to mention this. They 
also forget to tell about the d irt 
and grease and grime in the years 
you must be a slave to the “ call 
boy”  while on the Extra Board 
(even “ o ff duty”  one can’t  afford 
to be out of earshot of the 
phone) before one can hold even 
a midnight yard job. The com
pany ads are fu ll of g u ff about 
the beautiful paradise the govern

ment and the management have 
“ created”  fo r us out of the 
tenderness of their hearts and 
fo r our interest. They speak of 
the high pay of some engineers, 
but forget to mention that- it  
took 45 years of his life  (a life  
of drudgery) to hold puch a job.

With four years’ rights as a 
iocomotive fireman, I can hold a 
legular job only four months out 
of a year, and I  must expect 
another three years at least of 
periodic unemployment before my 
problem of steady work is solved. 
However, this is the least of my 
worries. To last that long be
comes a problem, and not all eco
nomic either. As a young fire
man, I  am beset by 1,000 trials. 
How can I save enough money to 
tide me over the periods of lay
off? How, when I am working, 
can I  find the time to study fo r 
the three mechanical tests on the 
book of rules which I  must pass 
to be an engineer? How am I  to 
keep my home, w ith my wife 
constantly complaining about my 
small checks and the fact that I 
am away from home 50 percent 
of the time? She claims I am a 
stranger in my own home.

As a rail worker, I  am subject
ed to the brow-beating and in
timidation of arrogant officials. 
We have 1,100 rules. These rules 
are supposed to promote safety, 
but their real purpose is to keep 
a sword suspended over the heads

of the workers. What are the 
safety obligations of the com
pany? Only the loose regulations 
of the Interstate Commerce Com
mission, and even these are often 
overlooked or ignored. Why not, 
when you have one inspector fo r 
God knows how many engines! 
There is an old saying that the 
railroad believes in safety firs t i f  
i t  doesn’t  cost a cent. And what 
is cheaper than to dump the 
responsibility on the shoulders of 
the men?

The Pennsylvania Railroad has 
proved this better than I ever 
could. They have slaughtered 236 
men, women and children in one 
jear. Can we blame this on man
power failure? The attitude taken 
by the officials after the slaughter 
of the 84 recently is history. The 
company hangs the engineer! — 
or some other R.R. worker.

Let’s see how the book of rules 
works against the men. Should 
any man show some degree of 
independence beyond the frame
work of the Grand Lodge, he may 
expect to be called out of service 
for some minor rule violation, and 
told to get in line or suffer the 
displeasure of the company. Pic
ture a man with a fam ily and a 
few years’ rights, called before 
an investigation committee. He 
sees the whole hierarchy of his 
railroad against him; for his de
fense, a steward representing a 
union so weak they must beg hat

in hand for years fo r a small in
crease in pay. You can see the 
result! “ I  am sorry, sir, I 
promise i t  won’t happen again.”  
I t  is impossible to tell how many 
good men* have been beaten into 
submission by this treatment.

Let’s ta lk cold cash. For the 
year of I960, I  received $33-60. 
This is fo r working all available 
jobs including Xmas, New Year’s, 
Sundays, etc. Out of this I  must 
pay income tax, and by my tax 
table, I  am sure I  have bought an 
interest in the big Mo. On top of 
<his, I  pay three percent toward 
my pension and I must carry my 
own insurance. Let’s take an 
average two week pay period — 
not the smallest by fa t. I  earned 
$199.78 fo r a 15-day period in 
1949; $17.10 went fo r income tax; 
my railroad retirement, $11.99. 
There is an item marked, “ Misc. 
— $13.”  Ten dollars of this is for 
meal tickets I bought on, credit 
when my money which I  took 
along would not stretch. This 
leaves me $157.00 fo r two weeks, 
and to break this down into one 
seven-day week, i t  means $78.86 
fo r working all days, Saturday 
and Sunday included. Double 
time is unheard of and time and 
a half only after eight hours. Wo 
have no pay differential for night 
work, and one week’s vacation 
for men with less than five years 
seniority. W ill you trade me con
tracts?

(Continued from Page 1)
Ken Morris, president of Briggs 

Local 212, firs t read the majority 
resolution, which was very long 
and took up a good b it of the 
remaining time of the night 
session. Robert J. Winters, of 
Bristol, Conn., GM New Departure 
Local 626, read the pro - labor 
party resolution, which was also 
sponsored by Bert Foster, Cleve
land Fisher Body Local 45, and 
James Schuetz, Buffalo Bell 
A irc ra ft Local 501. The senti
ment of the delegates was 
revealed by loud and prolonged 
applause fo r the m inority state
ment.

Morris then spoke fo r the com
mittee majority, laying out the 
line of argument that all the 
majority speakers were to follow. 
He said that “ only a few short 
days ago we passed a resolution 
for labor unity”  but the “ minority 
report ignores that situation.”  He 
claimed that fo r the UAW  to go 
on record fo r a labor party would 
be “ to ignore the other sections 
of labor”  and to act “ without 
consultation”  w ith them. He' 
added that “ i f  we are going to 
launch a labor party i t  would be 
better to do i t  together.”

MINORITY REPORT
Bert Foster, speaking fo r the 

committee minority, charged that 
Morris had “ not even read the 
m inority report or is try ing  to 
mislead the people.”  He pointed 
out that the m inority resolution 
did not propose that the UAW 
attempt to launch a party on its 
own, but to urge “ all labor to go 
out and do this job.”  He said: 
“ We have heard a lot of talk in 
(his convention about the rape of 
(he Korean people and the 
Czechoslovakian people by the 
Communists, but i t ’s time to talk 
about the rape of the American 
people by the Democrats and 
Republicans.”  His remarks were 
greeted by big applause.

A t this point, Reutherite dele
gates attempted to cut o ff debate 
without any floor discussion by 
calling the “ question.”  This 
aroused a storm of protest. 
Reuther put the question on 
closing debate. I t  was voted down 
overwhelmingly. Due to shortness 
of time, the convention then

voted to hear just three speakers 
fo r each side.

The delegate who opened for 
the majority stated that he was 
“ all fo r a labor party”  but that 
“ we have to use common sense”  
because the “ ULPC is only in  
its infancy and we must give i t  
a chance to see what i t  can do.”  
He argued that “ organizations 
w ith so many differences of 
opinion”  might be divided over 
the labor party question, that 
he favored the m ajority resolu
tion, but he still hoped the 
m inority resolution would “ get 
strong support too.”  This brought 
a howl of delight from the 
delegates and complaints from 
some that the speaker was ac
tually speaking fo r the minority.

Reuther deliberately followed 
the policy of picking “ unknown" 
delegates to speak fo r the 
m inority in hopes of keeping the 
best labor party speakers from 
the floor. I t  didn’t  work so well, 
because these “ unknowns”  did a 
good job.

“ GOD HELP LABOR”
The first m inority speaker 

Reuther recognized was Herman 
Rebhan, of GM Electro - Motive 
Local 719, LaGrange, 111. Recalling 
how labor worked fo r Truman 
and “ captured a victory”  in the 
1948 elections, he cried, “ A few 
more victories like that, and God 
help the labor movement. We 
must face the facts. Truman and 
all his phoney liberals have sold 
us down the river.”  He urged 
labor to build a labor party and 
“ fix i t  so that Brother Reuther 
doesn’t  have to knock at the back 
door of the White House.”

CHARLES SCHULLER
The next m inority speaker was 

Charles Schuller, of the Geometric 
Stamping unit of Cleveland 
Amalgamated Local 70. He said, 
that “ back in 1948 after the elec
tions a number of people in my 
plant came to me and said they 
guessed the Taft - Hartley Act 
won’t  be on the books much 
longer. Well, i t ’s s till on the 
books and we also have a Me 
Carran Act.”  Reciting other reac 
tionary measures . of Congress, 
Schuller concluded that after two 
years of broken promises by the 
Democrats, “ i t ’s time the UAW 
took the initiative to launch the

movement fo r a labor party.”  
Pagger applause than ever met 
his speech.

The m ajority speakers, who 
evoked litt le  response, repeated 
the theme that fo r the UAW  to 
advocate a labor party would 
“ wreck”  labor unity. One even 
pleaded that “ we are going to 
step into something that one 
little  organization like the UAW 
is not going to be able to handle.”

When it  came time to pick the 
last m inority speaker, Reuther 
pointed in the direction of John 
Anderson, of Fleetwood Local 16, 
who had earlier made a powerful 
attack oh the Truman administra
tion's policy in Korea. As Ander
son approached the mike, Reuther 
waved him aside and said, “ Not 
you, Brother Anderson, but that 
other delegate next to you whose 
name I  don’t know. I  promised 
some delegates who came up here 
and complained I  was only picking 
fiiarne’ delegates that I would not 
pick ‘name’ delegates and would 
pick unknowns.”

YIELDS TO ANDERSON
The “ unknown,”  a ta ll lanky 

fellow, came up to the mike and 
waited fo r silence. Then he said 
in a Southern drawl, “ Charles 
Carmack, Local 15. I  yield the 
floor to Brother Anderson.”  The 
convention roared w ith laughter 
at how Reuther had been “ out
foxed.”  He turned red and grin
ning to cover his chagrin, said, 
“ I  admit it, I ’ve been tricked. 
But I ’l l  never fa ll fo r that again. 
Go ahead, Brother Anderson.”

Anderson, a clear, forceful 
speaker, opened up by saying 
that i t  is “ regrettable that we 
don’t  have several hours to 
debate on this question”  and that 
he personally had been speaking 
fo r a labor party since 1939 “ on 
every possible occasion.”  He 
charged that i t  “ seems those in 
power don’t  want i t  discussed,”  
because “ every time i t  comes up 
a t a UAW convention i t  is put 
as a point on the agenda when 
we can get little  time.”  The UAW 
leaderp fear discussion, he said, 
because “ they know there is 
great sentiment fo r a labor 
party.”

NOW IS THE TIM E
Whenever the labor party ques

tion is raised, Anderson said, “ we

are told now is not the time. This 
is the same old dodge I have 
heard fo r the last 14 years.”  
Every resolution of this conven
tion “ depends on political action,”  
he said. “ I  say now is the right 
time to form a labor party. We’ve 
been boasting all week here that 
we’re a million and a quarter 
strong and now we’ve suddenly 
become so small and weak when 
the labor party is being discuss
ed.”  He answered that i f  the 
American workers form a labor 
party, “ we w ill win national 
elections, we w ill win state 
elections, we w ill win city elec
tions.”

By the end of his talk, the ap
plause was terrific and i t  ap
peared certain that i f  a vote were 
taken then, the m inority resolu
tion would carry. A t this point, 
Reuther insisted on the last 
word from the chair to “ explain 
the position of the officers and 
executive board.”  Although the 
debate was formally closed by 
vote of the convention, he 
delivered a long harangue play
ing on the delegates’ fears about 
the effect of the labor party 
resolution on “ labor unity.”

DIFFERENCE OF STRATEGY
Reuther claimed that “ all agree 

on the sentiments of both resolu
tions. Both criticize both poli
tical parties and that criticism is 
justified.”  But, he argued, the 
difference was “ not a matter of 
political principles”  but a “ d ivi
sion in strategy and tactics.”  He 
shouted, “ I f  you want to make i t  
impossible to further exploit the 
possibilities of the United Labor 
Policy Committee, then support 
the m inority resolution.”  He 
pleaded, “ Don’t isolate this move
ment of ours”  and said of the 
m inority that “ their sentiment 
is fine, but their judgment is 
bad, their timing is bad.”

Immediately following his wind
up appeal, Reuther took the vote. 
A quarter of the convention 
showed by their vote that they 
didn’t fa ll fo r his words. And, 
even i f  the m ajority resolution 
was shoved through, the conven
tion had clearly demonstrated its 
sentiments in favor of a labor 
party, however much Reuther 
confused the delegates on the 
matter of “ tim ing.”



Majority Doesn’t Rule
--------------------------By Joan Farr --------------------------

I f  there is anyone who needs proof that ma
jo r ity  opinion does not prevail as fa r as govern
ment representatives are concerned, he should 
consider the recent attempt in New York City 
to block the passage of the three percent sales 
tax. Usually, the people are made to feel that 
lack of good government is a ll their fau lt be
cause they don’t  use their voting privileges fu lly . 
They are berated by righteous lectures and a rti
cles telling them that i f  they weren’t so lazy 
and indifferent they could make the politicians 
do what they wanted.

Well, this time there is no doubt about their 
protest being heard. Walter Hoving, the presi
dent of a large department store, threw a lot 
of energy into the campaign to put pressure 
on the Governor and the state legislature. Not 
that Hoving is thinking of the interests of the 
average citizen — but a high sales tax is bad 
fo r business.

Among other things, Hoving and his Anti- 
Sales Tax Committee took fu ll page ads in the 
New York newspapers, pointing out that the 
increased tax wasn’t  necessary, and urging every
one to write and telegraph to Albany. The news
papers carried a ll of the arguments he advanced 
in  prominent news stories. Civic organizations, 
trade ujrions, consumers’ committees, and thou
sands of ordinary citizens were aroused into a 
telegram-sending, letter-w riting campaign. Re
publican Governor Dewey of New York in a long 
speech which made the headlines, berated the 
city administration fo r its  lack of economy, and 
then signed the enabling law. In doing so, he dis
regarded a flood of protests, and the whole thing 
points to a deal between him and the Democrats.

The Anti-Sales Tax Committee then concen
trated on the public hearing before the N. Y. 
C ity Council held on A p ril 6. Once again, fu ll 
page ads appeared, giving name, address and 
telephone number of each and every Councilman. 
The public was urged to make itse lf heard. 
Thoroughly aroused citizens jammed the switch
boards w ith telephone calls to the homes of the 
Councilmen; a shower of telegrams also rained 
down on these “ representatives of the people.”  
The committee had 1,000 posters printed per 
Councilman, and placed them in store windows

throughout his district. On the day of the hear
ing, 500 persons jammed into the small City 
Hall chamber (requests fo r a larger meeting 
place were ignored) while 4,000 pickets marched 
up and down outside. As usual, the polype were 
out in force, since any attempt a t expression of 
public grievance always calls fo rth  extra cops. 
The meeting was stormy and the opponents of 
the tax were overwhelmingly in the majority. In. 
spite of which, the “ representatives of the peo
ple,”  that is to say, the Councilmen, a fter sitting 
through four hours of hearing what their consti
tuents thought of the b ill before them, announc
ed that they were going to vote fo r the tax!

Furthermore, to show how much consideration 
they had fo r the intelligence of the voting pub
lic, these gentlemen had the nerve to te ll quite 
frankly why they refused to have the proceed
ings televised. “ The public in gefteral wouldn’t  
understand the figures,”  said Frederick Schick, 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. Other Coun
cilmen said, “ Television would make the same 
circus out of i t  as the Kefauver hearings.”

The average citizen is pretty dazed by now, 
i f  he really thought his opinion carried any 
weight. Hoving admits that the sales tax in
crease is sure to be passed. But he has some 
advice to give; he says that a ll the officials con
cerned w ill be defeated at the next election, and 
then the public w ill get its revenge. But there’s 
orui thing that isn’t  clear. What party is the av
erage citizen going to vote for? I f  he replaces 
the Republicans in Albany w ith  Democrats, and 
the Democrats in the N. Y. City Council w ith Re
publicans, w ill he be any better o ff?  Should he 
send Democratic Mayor Im pellitteri to the Gov
ernor’s Mansion in Albany and bring Republican 
Tom Dewey to the Mayor’s Mansion in New 
York City?

Riding this Democratic-Republican merry-go- 
round is not going to stop such measures as the 
three percent sales tax. But there is an alterna
tive by which the average citizen can really ex
ercise his voting rights.

The people of New York and all the rest of 
the country w ill have real representation at last 
when they form  a labor party that w ill act in 
the interests of the overwhelming m ajority of 
the people.

Robbing the Unemployed
By Milton Matthews

New Deal, Fair Deal and Welfare State arc 
now words of interest only to the students of 
history. By means of a few reforms, concessions 
and benefits the capitalist rulers of America 
were able to stagger through two terrible de
cades of depression and war. Today w ith the very 
existence of the p ro fit system threatened on a 
world scale as never before, big business has 
launched a national offensive to beat down the 
liv ing standards of the American workers, de
stroy hard-won reforms and undermine their or
ganizations.

New York, where the a ir hangs heavy w ith 
the stench of newly uncovered gra ft, fixes and 
corruption, is a good spot from which to observe 
the ugly show.

The N. Y. legislature, w ith  Dewey and Wall 
Street guidance, murdered rent control, raised 
phone and u tility  rates, lightened the loyalty 
purge of state and city employees. But the bill 
that sneaked through w ith the least publicity, 
one that w ill hurt thousands now but w ill scald 
millions of workers when the boom is over and 
the bust begins, is the Hughes-Brees unemploy
ment insurance bill.

Standard Oil, General Motors, the u tility , bank
ing and huge insurance companies pushed 
through this bill. When Dewey signs it, they 
w ill legally steal $600 million from the workers 
of New York. This money w ill be theirs out of 
the $900 million now in the State Unemployment 
Insurance Reserve Fund.

Heretofore, this fund which belongs to the 
workers has been pooled in one big state-con
trolled trust fund. The b ill destroys the fund 
and divides the major part of i t  among “ selected”  
employers. The bulk of i t  w ill go to the largest 
corporations.

A  checking system w ill be substituted fo r the 
fund whereby every benefit check a worker gets 
w ill be charged against his boss’s individual ac
count w ith the state. Each employer w ill be 
taxed according to how much unemployment

benefits are paid to his workers. The lower the 
benefits, the lower the employer’s tax. Can you 
see how this is going to work? Every boss w ill 
be opposed to every, single claim filed by his 
workers. Workers w ill now get hearings instead 
of benefits.

An employers’ victory is practically guaranteed 
in another provision of the bill. I t  states that 
before a worker gets any benefits he must have 
20 weeks of employment in a base period and he 
must have “ average weekly earnings”  of $15. 
Raising the benefits to a $30 per week top, the 
one feature of this anti-labor b ill publicized wide
ly  in the capitalist press, becomes meaningless. 
The above provision w ill drive thousands out of 
the unemployment insurance system, especially 
during economic decline. The use of an “ average 
weekly earnings”  formula is certain to lower 
benefits. An employer w ill try  to call in a worker 
fo r a few hours work solely to drive down the 
workers’ average and lower his benefit rate and 
in that way lower > the tax.

The giant corporations haven’t dared to k ill 
unemployment insurance directly. They are 
slaughtering i t  piecemeal, making sure of its 
total ineffectiveness.

The New York State CIO Council and. the 
State Federation of Labor have united to ex
pose and fig h t the Hughes-Brees bill. The Wail 
Street offensive has driven labor together local
ly  as well as nationally. Their program fo r lead
ing the struggle against the b ill must be sharp
ly  criticized however. Worker support limited to 
upholding the past unemployment insurance sys
tem w ill be at the most unenthusiastic. They are 
aware of the inadequacy of that system; the 
long hungry w ait before payments begin, the 
p itifu l low benefits during a raging inflation 
and the short period of payments. To rally 
labor in a counter-offensive this program 
must be replaced by the one proposed by the 
Socialist' Workers Party: trade union wages for 
a ll workers fo r as long as unemployment lasts!

The L o o k o u t
--------------- By the S k i p p e r ---------------

The Time has come, MacArthur said 
With scholarly aplomb 
To say this cursed Korean deal 
Has shaken up my calm.
I t ’s either plan a new retreat 
Or drop an atom bomb.

*  *  *

The American capitalists love India, but not 
as the popular song goes, “ A bushel and a peck.”  
Of wheat, that is.

V  *  *

¡Senator Fulbright said just the other day that 
“ the UiS. is more likely to be destroyed by per
version or abandonment of its moral principles 
than by armed attack.”  Careful, Senator, you are 
getting pretty close to quoting- Karl Marx.

A new development in gold smelting processes 
has made i t  possible to work over dumps and 
tailings of old western gold mines. Many of 
these ancient workings w ill be reopened to get 
low grade ores unprofitable to mine under the old 
smelting methods. Gold is again going to be 
mined in the western mountains so i t  can be 
hurried to Fort Knox and be re-buried. I t  really 
doesn’t make sense unless you know something 
about that little  six-letter word — profit.

*  *  *

Food administrator DiSalle doesn’t  do much 
about cuting prices, but he can sure slice the 
baloney.

CODETER) MIN AT ION — Despite the vicious 
opposition of the American monopolists, who 
threatened to withdraw all U.S. investments 
from 'Germany, the Bundestag (lower house of 
the West German Parliament) on April 10 passed 
the law which gives German unions “ an equal 
voice in the direction of the heavy industries of 
the Ruhr.”

*  *  *

STARVING IN D IA  The deliberate stalling 
of American grain shipments to famine-stricken 
India has sent “ to a new high”  the wave of “ anti-

Reading war dispatches that filte r through the 
MacArthur censorship has become something of 
an art. One must not only learn to read between 
the lines, but also have the ability to translate 
the m ilita ry double-ta lk into something that 
makes sense to the American reader.
Double Talk Translation
Planned withdrawal to We’re running 

strengthen position
Fleeing in confusion They’re running
Bursting close along- Wc missed

side, doing consider
able damage

Exploded fa r astern, They missed
no damage

Courageous charge in We’re advancing 
face of b itter enemy 
resistance

Suicide attack by crazed They’re advancing 
orientals

Captured two major We took two villages
railheads

Withdrew from two They took them back
minor villages

Rallied in thousands to Your draft number is 
their country’s de- up
fense

Interrogates the U.S. Intelligence blacks
prisoners an eye

Tortured helpless Other side does, too
captives

American”  feelings in that country. “ I t  seemed 
obvious,”  reports a United Press dispatch, Apr. 3, 
“ the (Nehru) government was making no e ffort 
to control the feeling. . .”

*  *  #

NO FREEZE ON PROFITS — The GE 
monopoly which annually rakes in profits by the 
hundred million has jus t reported h itting  a new 
profits-peak. In case you have forgotten, GE’s 
one-time head is now busy te lling all of us to pull 
in our belts, or else!
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Oath Outlawed, 
Profs. Rehired 
In Calif. Fight

By Lois Saunders
LOS ANGELES, A p ril 8 — 

Branding the anti - Communist 
loyalty oath demanded of Univer
sity of California employees as a 
“ forerunner of tyranny and op
pression,”  the State Appellate 
Court at Sacramento Friday un
animously declared the pledge 
invalid.

The court ordered the Board of 
Regents to rehire 18 professors 
who were fired fo r refusing to 
sign the special non-Communist 
statement.

This action raises doubt as to 
the fate of other “ loyalty”  laws 
now being enacted in California, 
particularly the Burns b ill, a 
sweeping measure demanding 
special pledges from all profes
sional people licensed by the 
state, including doctors and 
nurses.

EXCEEDED AUTHORITY
The court found the regents 

had exceeded their authority in 
demanding any oath other than 
the 100-year-old one taken by 
all state officers.

The opinion stated: “ We are 
keenly aware that equal to the 
danger of subversion'from w ith
out by means of force and 
violence is the danger of sub
version from within by the 
gradual whittling away and the 
resulting disintegration of the 
very pillars of our freedom. . .

“ We conclude that the people 
of California intended, at least, 
that no one could be subjected, 
as a condition to holding Office, 
to any test of political or re lig i
ous beliefs other than this pledge 
to support the Constitution of 
this State and of the United 
States. . .

“ Any other conclusion would be 
to approve that which from the 
beginning of our government has 
been denounced as the most 
effective means by which one 
special brand of political or eco
nomic philosophy can entrench 
and perpetuate itself to the 
eventual exclusion of all others; 
the imposition of any more in
clusive test would be the fore
runner of tyranny and op
pression. . . ,

“ Our great institution now 
dedicated to learning and the 
search fo r truth (would be) 
reduced to an organ fo r the 
propagation of the ephemeral 
political, religious, social and eco- * 
nomic philosophies, whatever 
they may be, of the majority of 
the Board of Regents at that 
moment.”

The opinion brings to a climax 
the first court test of the loyalty 
oath issue as applied to the Uni
versity. The dispute, which com
menced a little  over a year ago 
when the regents firs t demanded 
the pledge, has spread to academic 
circles throughout the country.

Last June the regents dis
charged 157 employees fo r failure 
to sign the oath. There has yet 
been no indication whether or not 
the regents w ill carry the case to 
the State Supreme Court.

NAACP Refuses 
Invitation to Civil 
Defense Parley

The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple has turned down a govern
ment invitation to participate in 
an important civil defense con- 
lerence in Washington. The 
NAACP refusal holds “ unless 
and un til”  M illard F. Caldwell, 
white - supremacist head of the 
federal defense administration, 
repudiates his advocacy of racial 
discrimination and segregation.

The Washington conference w ill 
be addressed by Truman and 
“ other- distinguished speakers.”

When Truman appointed M il
lard F. Caldwell Civil Defense 
Administrator, the NAACP vigor
ously protested. While governor 
of Florida, Caldwell brazenly 
preached evasion of the Supreme 
Court, ruling ordering southern 
tax-supported colleges to admit 
Negro students without dis
crimination. NAAOP spokesmen 
claimed that Caldwell’s white 
supremacism could logically lead 
to Negroes, in the event of air
raids, not being allowed to enter 
the nearest air-raid shelter but 
forced to find one marked “ For 
Colored Only.”

Deadline fer Militant
The deadline fo r articles and 

ads fo r The M ilitan t is the 
Tuesday before the date of 
publication.
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Pickets a t Franco Consulate Shout
Solidarity With Barcelona Strikers
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------® -------------------------------------

Anti-Franco Pickets

Above arc the pickets representing organizations, including 
the Socialist Workers Party and International Socialist Youth, 
which formed a demonstration at Spanish Consulate.

HANSEN TELLS VIEWS 
IN TELEVISION SHOW

he was secretary to Leon Trotsky 
and the necessity to fight tyranny 
at home and abroad. Afterwards 
a woman who viewed the broad
cast approached Hansen and con
gratulated him on his very 
unusual and interesting inter
view.

Demand No More U.S. Arms 
Or Financial Aid to Franco

“ No dough, no guns fo r Franco!”  “ American labor 
must support Spanish labor!”  “ Spanish workers will 
destroy Franco!”  Shouting a score of slogans expressing 
their solidarity w ith the resurgent-^
workers of Spain and protesting 
U.S. aid in guns and gold to the 
butcher Franco, a picket line of 
200 strong marched at noon last 
Saturday in fron t of the Spanish 
consulate in New York.

Onlookers gathered in large 
numbers as the banners of the 
picketers were rhythmically raised 
and lowered to the cry, “ Up with 
Freedom, Down w ith Franco!”  In 
unison, the demands were voiced, 
“ Open the Prison Gates of Spain”  
and “ Franco Agents —  Get Out!”

Eleven working class and 
student organizations marched 
on the picket line. They organized 
a united fron t fo r this action in 
lesponse to the call from  the 
underground organizations of the 
Spanish workers fo r international 
working class support.

I t  was a stirring reminder to 
the people of this city that the 
sp irit of the 1936 Spanish Revolu
tion was alive. The great general 
strike of Barcelona and the heroic 
student demonstrations of Madrid 
found an echo in the shouting, 
singing wox-kers and students who 
walked the New York picket line. 
A il were conscious of the tremend
ous import of the news from 
Spain. A fter 13 bitter years of 
hunger and barbarism, the anti
fascist people of Spain once 
again have taken up the battle.

In preparing for the action, the 
Socialist Workers Party dis
tributed thousands of leaflets 
calling upon all labor and anti
fascist groups in the city to join 
the line. Spanish language leaflets 
also were handed out. Especially 
active were the student and 
youth groups. They had a con
tingent of more than 50 on the 
line and had passed out leaflets 
on the campuses pointing out the 
great role played by the students 
of Madrid in in itia ting  the street 
car demonstrations that rocked 
the city. They called upon all 
youth to “ Help F ight Fascism.”

The organizations participating 
were, The Socialist Workers 
P a r t y ,  Independent Socialist 
League, Solidaridad Internacional 
Antifascista, Libertarian Socialist 
League and The Catholic Worker. 
Student groups were, Interna
tionalist Socialist Youth, Spar- 
tacus Club of New York Univer
sity, Socialist Youth League, N. Y. 
Student Federation Against War, 
Students’ Union to Resist War 
(C.C.N.Y.), and the Students’ 
Left Unity Group.

A t 1:15 p.m. the picketers, 
their numbers constantly grow
ing, marched o ff singing the 
stirring  workers’ battle hymn, 
“ Solidarity Forever.”

Trenton Six Attorneys 
Demolish “Confessions”

SAN FRANCISCO, A p ril 4 — 
“ We are opposed to all tyranny”  
commented Joseph Hansen in his 
television interview with Marjorie 
Trumbull on station KRON-TV. 
When asked i f  tyranny . existed 
in this country Hansen replied 
that “ It  is beginning here when 
Congress passes thought control, 
police state laws.

“ Taft has stated,”  continued 
Hansen, “ that the President has 
usurped the powers of the peo
ple. I f  he were serious he would 
begin impeachment proceedings. 
But since he is not we can con
clude that all Taft wants is to 
make some political capital.”

This statement had the effect 
c f flustering Miss Trumbull 
while raising considerable in
terest from the audience viewing 
the interview as well as from 
the technical staff. Other audience 
reports indicated the same effect.

■This interview over a major 
San Francisco station covered the 
field of politics. Beginning with 
the differences between the 
Socialist Workers Party and other 
parties i t  dealt w ith the crimes 
of Stalin, Trotsky’s role in his
tory, Hansen’s experiences while

The M ilitant learns with regret 
of the death o f a leading Indian 
comrade, Haradhan Chatterji, in 
Calcutta. Comrade Haradhan be
came a Trotskyist during the last 
imperialist war and soon played 
an important role in the Indian 
revolutionary movement.

He first came into prominence 
in the organizing of Calcutta 
longshoremen. He ¡pioneered in 
the unionization of city em
ployes, in the course of which 
he led a famous strike — the first 
of municipal workers in Calcutta. 
Later he led the strike of the 
Calcutta firemen — the c ity ’s 
firs t successful strike of public 
u tility  workers.

By George Lavan
TRENTON, A pril 11 — Coll is 

English, one of the defendants 
in the jim-crow, frame-up murder 
tria l of the Trenton Six, was the 
object of special attention jn 
court today. This young Negro 
veteran, who suffers from malaria 
and a rheumatic heart, had five 
heart attacks in tbe last week. 
Yesterday’s was the m o s t  
dramatic. English slumped in his 
chair and fe ll to the floor. In the 
audience his sister, Mrs. Bessie 
Mitchell, who with his mother, 
Mrs. Emma English, has been 
undergoing the torture of watch
ing the long drawn-out tria l, 
jumped to her feet and cried out:

“ What a terrible unjust court-

Comrade Haradhan was also 
one of the recognized leaders of 
Calcutta’s 20,000 paper m ill 
workers and led a number of 
their struggles. Lately, despite 
fa iling  health, he was active in 
organizing the miners of the 
Bengal coal fields.

Comrade Haradhan died in the 
service of the working class at 
the youthful age of th irty . The 
workers of India have lost a 
great fighter, a great revolution
ist, an incomparable agitator. 
Revolutionary socialists in Amer
ica, though they never met Com
rade Haradhan, mourn his loss 
as that of a brother and send 
condolences to his fam ily and his 
fellow fighters in India.

room. Why don’t you stop killing  
innocent people while boys are 
dying on the battlefield? I t ’s a 
shame before God! You should a ll 
rot in hell!”

A fte r her brother had been 
carried out, three courtroom 
attendants burned sobbing and 
hysterical Mrs. Mitchell to the 
corridor. There she fainted and 
collapsed on the stone floor. When 
her sobbing, 64 years old mother 
saw her daughter prostrate she 
clutched her heart and also 
fainted.

When court resumed this morn
ing there was a padded chair in 
place fo r Collis English. As he 
entered w ith the other defendants 
his lawyers attempted to cheer 
him up w ith  jokes about his 
special chair. To these he respond
ed w ith a sickly grin. Joking, 
understandably, seems to have 
lost its flavor fo r these innocent 
men who fo r three years have 
been living in the shadow of the 
electric chair.

Argument on the defense motion 
not to accept the defendants’ 
“ confession”  into evidence is 
reaching a conclusion. Early 
this week the prosecution finished 
putting its witnesses on the 
stand. Even though the prosecu
tion refused to produce Dr. 
Moore, Lieut. Stanley or Chief of 
County Detectives, Naples, key 
figures in the arrest and extortion 
of the fear and drug - induced 
“ confessions,”  cross-examination 
of those witnesses produced did 
great damage to the state’s case.

Most damaging was the testi
mony of Dr. J. Minor Sullivan, a 
Negro physician and prosecution 
witness. Sullivan, a newcomer to 
Trenton, was called in by the 
police late one night. He had 
never done medical work fo r the 
police before. His assignment was 
to watch the signing of “ con
fessions”  by the defendants and 
to give them a quick physical 
examination. He had been called 
by the police to give window 
dressing to the “ signing cere
mony”  which had been prepared 
by five days and four nights of 
g rilling, mental terror and use of 
drugs. He made the examination 
and established the men had no 
marks of beatings on them. The 
district attorney listed him as 
suitable fo r a prosecution witnfess 
and by coincidence he was put on 
tbe city payroll a week latex-.

A t this, the second tria l, Dx-. 
Sullivan admitted on cross-ex- 
amination that three of the 
defendants seemed to be under 
the influence of drugs. Other 
evidence discrediting the “ con
fessions”  was that befox-e signing, 
James Thorpe, whose arm was 
amputated eight days before the 
crime fo r which he was framed,

declaimed the "confession”  was 
false and refused to sign. Then 
he stated that he would get a 
short sentence i f  he signed and 
put his name to the document.

In the climax of his speech ask
ing that the “ confessions”  be 
thrown out, Defense Attorney 
George Pellettieri described the 
plight of Thorpe in pain from  
his arm stump, crying out to his 
tormentors that he was innocent. 
“ This boy was crying out for help. 
His cry went unheeded by the 
police, by the doctors, by two men 
of his own race.”  When he got no 
help he gave in and signed the 
false confession.

The defense put seven witnesses 
on the stand in an attempt to 
bring out the anti-Negro reign 
of terror that prevailed in 
Trenton at the time. Two of 
these witnesses were subpenaed 
officials of Trenton newspaper's 
which built circulation by a cam
paign holding Negroes responsible 
for a “ crime wave”  and demand
ing that the police produce 
victims. Though backed up with 
files of the newspapers of the 
period, the line of questioning 
was ruled out by the judge. The 
newspapers in question dramatic
ally reveal the anti-N egro  
hysteria of January - February 
1948. In addition to inflammatory 
news stories, violent editorials 
like one from the Trenton Times 
entitled, “ The Empty Electric 
Chair-,”  and demanding that it  be 
filled, galvanized .the corrupt 
Trenton politicians into anti- 
Negro action. To appease the 
press the city set up a special 
“ Crime Crusher”  squad. Machine 
gun details patrolled the Negro, 
neighborhood. Negro men were 
searched on the street and had to 
explain their reasons fo r being 
cut. The defense contends that 
the police wanted any six Negro 
victims they could get as scape
goats to take the heat o ff them
selves.

Judge Smalley has reserved 
judgment on the motion to throw 
out the “ confessions.”  Should he 
throw them out of evidence, the 
state w ill be le ft w ith no case. 
Since the Moscow Trials there has 
probably not been a case where 
the prosecution has so little  
evidence aside from “ confessions.”  
The state has one witness, whose 
testimony is very shaky. This is 
the wife of the murdered man. 
When firs t brought to identify 
the defendants she failed to do so. 
Only afterwards, w ith the police 
helping- did she “ identify”  them 
from photographs. Other w it
nesses give descriptions which in 
no way fit  the defendants. - On 
such “ evidence”  the court would 
undoubtedly have to direct an 
acquittal.
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