
Asian and la tin  
Ameritan People 
Spurn U. S. 'Aid’

American imperialism has suffered a series of stinging 
rebuffs in its attempt to bribe and coerce other countries, 
particularly in Asia and Latin America, into committing
themselves to back Wall Street
in a world war.

So fa r 10 countries have 
refused TJ-S. offers of “ economic 
and m ilita ry aid”  through the 
Mutual Security Act, because 
they do not wish to provide 
cannon fodder fo r Washington or 
to be turned into other Koreas.

WORLD WIDfe MOVEMENT
The resistance of the colonial 

and semi-colonial countries to 
tl-S. domination and to the 
attempt to tie them to Washing
ton’s war chariot has taken on 
the character of a world-wide 
movement. Recent examples of 
this resistance are shown by 
Mexico, Burma and Indonesia. 
They illustrate how deep is the 
suspicion and hostility everywhere 
toward the U-S. conquerors and 
how great is the opposition to 
being involved in any war fo r 
the benefit of American Big 
Business.

The Mexican government an
nounced' on Feb. 21 that talks be
tween it  and the United States 
on the matter of m ilita ry aid had 
collapsed. The reason fo r the 
fa ilure of the talks is indicated 
iby Sydney Gruson, in his report 
to the Feb. 22 N. Y. Times.

He points out that “ implicit in 
the principles”  of the Mutual 
Security Act “ is agreement to 
contribute materially to the de
fense of the free world whenever 
and wherever the countries par
ticipating in the program con
sider i t  necessary.”  In  short, the 
U.S. requires a quid pro quo — a 
price — for any aid to backward 
and poor countries. That price is: 
Support of U.S. m ilitary ad
ventures anywhere.

Gruson reveals that “ the Mex
icans considered this to mean a 
commitment to send their troops 
otitside their national territory. 
They were not prepared to accept 
anything that-even hinted at such 
an undertaking. The negotiation? 
never really got beyond this 
obstacle. . ."

W emust not assume that the 
Mexican government officials ner- 
sonally are averse to the U-S. 
offer. They have not been noted 
fo r resistance to U.S. pressure. 
The fact that they do not accept 
indicates that popular opposition 
to m ilita ry agreements with the 
U-S. must be tremendous. This is 
true for. all the countries which 
have rejected MSA funds and 
arms.

MASS OPPOSITION
In the case of Burma, which 

the U.S. m ilitarists have planned 
to convert into a base fo r even
tual invasion of southern China, 
the rejection of MSA aid "throws 
new ligh t on what is stirring in 
southeast Asia,”  reported Ronald 
Stead, sta ff correspondent, to the 
Feb. 1 Christian Science Monitor.

Stead, who has covered south
east Asia extensively, revealed 
that "the reason given fo r refus
ing MSA aid is apprehension of 
becoming involved in  war by an 
entanglement with America.”  He 
said that “ to the Burmese, aid 
from the Mutual Security Agency 
savors too much of future 
reciprocal obligations in the 
m ilitary sense.”

The Monitor’s reporter also ad
mitted that “ I found widespread 
Burmese suspicion of American 

(Continued on page 2)

SAN FRANCISCO CARMEN 
STRIKE ENDS IN VICTORY

By D. Rossa
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 23 — In a imlitant demon

stration of rank and file solidarity seldom seen since the 
great general strike of 1934, San Francisco street carmen
tied up the c ity ’s transit system ^  
fo r three days in support of 91

Workers of the World, Unite !

THE MILITANT

cable - car men who struck the 
famous h ill - climbing P o w e l l  
Street line to win their demand 
of eight hours work w ithin a 
spread of no more than ten hours.

Defying threats of the city ad
ministration to suspend their 
civ il service benefits and prepared 
to fight a strikebreaking court 
injunction the embattled carmen 
forced the city authorities to 
capitulate to their demand be
fore calling o ff the strike.

The strike began w ith the 
walkout of the 91 Powell Street 
cable-car men. When the other 
carmen recognized the danger to 
themselves in the threat of civil 
service suspension thrown at the 
cable-car men, 1,400 A F L  carmen 
voted to walk out in support of 
the strike. Buses arid cars were 
immediately taken o ff the street 
and picket lines were supported 
by 1,100 CIO carmen. Solidarity 
o f the rank and file of both unions 
w ith  the cable-car men was an 
expression of discontent w ith the 
two years of court litigation 
they had gone through in a t
tempting to get their demands.

LEARNED LESSON
The carmen’s quick strike 

action grew out of lessons learn
ed in 1960 when a strike com
mittee had been set up over the 
same issue but no strike called 
because they lacked Labor Coun
cil sanction. This time the rank 
and file took matters into their 
own hands and won.

The carmen learned in 1950 the 
role of their union officials in 
holding them back and they made 
no bones about it at their meet
ing the first night of the strike. 
George Johns, secretary of the 
San Francisco Labor Council, 
attempting to win their con
fidence. told the AFL membership 
that he had been handling situa
tions like this for 15 years. The 
answer he got from the men was: 
“ That’s exactly why we don’t 
want you to take over here!”

The provision for eight hours 
work in a spread of ten has been 
in the city charter since 1924. For 
two years an A FL Local 1380 
member has fought in court to 
have i t  enforced. He won a court 
order on the question last week. 
The city said they would appeal. 
Instead of abiding by the ruling, 
the Powell cable lines increased 
the range time to as much as 11 
hours and 25 minutes!

REFUSE TO WORK
When the cable grip men and 

conductors refused to work these 
new timetables, Mayor Elmer 
Robinson’s response was, “ These 
men have been pampered too 
much.”  When the cable men 
asked that the city abide bv its 
charter, the mayor’s attitude 
declared, “ The men are not going 
to get away w ith this.”

Significant in this strike is the 
fact that the striking carmen 
were civil service employees — 
“ slaves without right,”  who had 

(Continued on page 4)
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Son Died in “Needless W ar/’ 
Says Mother, Rejecting Medal

Calls Her Boy a Symbol 
O f A ll the Slaughtered

Detroit Unions, Negroes 
Condemn Witch Hunters

By Everett Kennedy 
DETROIT, Feb. 25 _  The 

“ hearings”  of the Housers Un- 
American Activities Committee 
were delayed this morning as 
Republican and Democratic mem
bers of the committee squabbled 
over the question of televising 
the proceedings.

Representative Potter', Michigan

Cost-Of-Living 
Still on the Rise

The cost-of-diving index of 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta
tistics has continued its rise 
into 1952, the latest report 
shows. Another one-tenth of a 
per cent was added by price 
rises and rent boosts between 
Dec. 15 and Jan. 15. Living 
costs stand at 190.2 per cent 
of the pre-war average.

Unions with escalator wage 
clauses stand to get a pay in 
crease. A million CIO auto 
workers w ill get three cents an 
hour more. This makes a total 
of 24 cents an hour automatic
ally gained by General Motors. 
Ford and other auto workers 
since their sliding wage scale 
went into effect.

Republican and an announced 
Senatorial opponent of Democrat 
B lair Moody, had given the “ go 
ahead” to TV stations to set up 
equipment in advance of the 
scheduled hearings. Committee 
Chairman Wood, Democrat from 
G e o r g i a ,  and Representative 
Moulder, Democrat of Missouri, 
voted against televising the 
proceedings and the wrangle was 
on.

In the midst of charges and 
counter-charges of “ politics”  
being played on the TV question, 
the hearings were recessed until 
this afternoon. Apparently, the 
major aim of smearing the labor 
movement and creating a witch
hunt hysteria had given way 
momentarily to the political 
ambitions of the contending 
major parties.

In the meantime, names of 
eight of the fo rty  persons sub
poenaed have been made public. 
As expected, names of officials of 
UAW Ford Local 600 were high 
on the list- Two of the four top 
(officers of Local 600. vice-presi
dent Pat Rice and recording 
secretary W’ illiam Hood, were on 
the list. Other officers of Local 
600 were reported to be on the 
lis t of forty.

Among those subpoenaed was 
the Reverend Charles H ill, un
successful candidate for City 
Council in the recent election and 
long active in struggles of the 
Negro community. I t  is reported 
that more than half of the sub
poenaed persons arc Negroes. A 
strong protest to the witch-hunt 
committee was issued by the 
Wolverine Bar Association, ai 
organization of Negro attorney? 
in Detroit, through its secretary 
William Bell I I .  They charged 
the committee’s prime objective 
“ is to defame, malign and 
er.deaver to destroy the good 
reputation of any witness whose 
associations, beliefs and opinions 
on coni roversial issues of the 
day do not conform with the com
mittee’s notion of what is or is 
not Americanism."

Local 600 announced the sub
poenaing of its local officers in 
a spe-cial fron t page story in 
Ford Facts, official paper of the 
local union. The statement pub
lished by the “ Local 600 Defense 
Committee”  announced that “ the 
Executive Board of Local 600 
unanimously adopted a policy of 
giving fu ll support to the Local 
Officers and any other member 

(Continued on page 2)

WHY ARE AMERICAN 
TROOPS IN KOREA?

An Editorial

Pa. Petition Drive Passes Half-Way Mark
PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 25 — 

Incomplete returns show that 
Pennsylvania branches of the 
Socialist Workers Party, in  the 
firs t week of a 21-day campaign, 
collected over one - half of the 
signatures needed to place the 
party’s slate of presidential and 
state candidates on the ballot for 
the 1952 elections.

Over 9,000 signatures are 
needed, according to state law, 
and the SWT is aiming at 12,000 
signatures before the filing date, 
March 10.

The State Committee of the 
SWf* hailed the results o f the 
firs t week’s activities as a 
remarkable achievement, surpass
ing the results of all previous 
SWP petition campaigns in this 
state. I t  attributed the achieve
ment to a combination of two 
factors: the high morale and 
sp irit of the canvassers, and the

unusually favorable response 
from the population in Phila
delphia and other industrial 
cities.

SWP CANDIDATES
The candidates named on the 

petition are Farrell Dobbs for 
President, Grace Carlson fo r Vice- 
President, Ann Chester for U.S. 
Sonator, and Clyde Turner for 
State Treasurer. They w ill appear 
on the ballot under the name, 
M ilitant Workers Party.

The Philadelphia c a m p a i g n 
headquarters, at 1303 - 05 W. 
Girard Ave., was the scene of 
intense activity and mounting 
enthusiasm over the weekend.

The canvassers worked three 
shifts a day, returning to head
quarters after each sh ift to eat 
meals prepared by the com
missary committee, exchange ex
periences, compare results and

benefit from suggestions. Each 
time they returned, their spirits 
w ere higher, their enthusiasm 
more contagions, as they related 
stories of the w arm reception and 
sympathetic comment they had 
encountered. Some also brought 
back money contributed by peo
ple anxious to help the cause 
along.

SUPPORT FROM WORKERS
One worker donated 60c., say

ing: “ I f  you have the courage to 
come out and fight like this, I 
know the money is going to the 
right place.”

Another: “ I f  you have enough 
guts to circulate this petition, 
the least I can do is sign it.” '

A veteran discharged from 
service in Korea signed, after 
b itte rly  denouncing the Korean 
war and saying, “ We should never 
have got into it .”

In a number of cases woe re
groups of people were approach
ed, there was hesitatioiv^and the.n 
political discussion among the 
people themselves, pro and con, 
about the advisability of signing. 
Most of the time the final 
decision was favorable, and 
the whole group signed.

Negro men and women signed 
eagerly when they saw- The M ili
tant and learned about the party’s 
urogram to fight lynch - terror. 
There was also an excellent 
response from white workers to 
I he idea of running independent 
labor candidates against the 
Republican and Democratic par
ties. Some of these pointed to 
the British Labor Party as the 
example for American workers 
to follow. Several asked to be 
put on a mailing lis t and to 
receive copies of The Militant.

There was very little  hostility.

Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway, blustering grenade-toting 
commander of “ Operation Killer,”  has hurled a tirade 
against the many people who are asking, “ Why are U.S. 
troops fighting in Korea?” There is “ no slightest excuse,” 
he claims, for anyone to ask such a question, because 
“ even the blind can see” that the U.S. invaded Korea to 
figh t against “ unprovoked aggression.”

His “ explanation” of U.S. aims in Korea is no more 
enlightening — or convincing — than when firs t used by 
Truman at the start of the “ police action.”  But Ridgway’s 
intention is not to convince anyone; rather it  is to help 
intimidate and silence those who dare in any way to ques
tion the purposes of U.S. intervention in Korea.

His words are aimed particularly at people like Mrs. 
Donna Cooper, of Memphis, Tenn., who sent back her deao 
son’s Purple Heart medal to Truman along with a powerfm 
indictment of the whole “ needless slaughter”  in Korea. 
They are designed to cut o ff any future outcries like those 
of Mrs. Dorris Davis, widow of the je t ace Maj. George 
A. Davis Jr., who charged that her husband was killed ii 
“ a war without reason.”

Why does the U.S.-U.N. m ilitary chief find it, neces
sary at this late date — the 22nd month of a wax- in which 
admitted U.S. casualties number over 109,000 — to make 
a demonstrative “ explanation” of what the war’s about? 
This is conclusive evidence that millions who are not blind 
still can’t  see a justified reason for U.S. intervention.

They have heard the claim of a war against “ unpro
voked aggression” for a thousand times. And they still 
think i t ’s a lie even when i t ’s repeated by a Ridgway. They 
don’t believe that the American explosives and napalm, 
which have almost obliterated Korea and wiped out mil
lions, of its people, have served any good or just cause. 
They do feel, even if  they cannot explain the matter pre
cisely, that there, is something terribly evil in the U.S. 
.nvasion. And they are right.

This is an imperialist assault upon a colonial people 
who are determined to rid themselves of foreign exploita
tion and capitalist-landlord rule. This is another, but more 
horrible, “ d irty war”  like the one the French butchers have 
oeen waging for 6 years to enslave Indo-China or the B rit
ish tyrants have been pressing against the Malayans. This 
Is part of the scheme of U.S. Big Business to conquer and 
exploit the earth.

That’s why Ridgway can only repeat a stale lie to the 
question of why U.S. troops are in Korea. And that’s whj 
the American people must demand: Get the troops out 
of Korea!

CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
BACKS SWP SUIT IN ILL

CHICAGO — Support of the Socialist Workers Party’s 
fight against libera] Governor Stevenson’s “ political ghet
to”  law is growing steadily

Once in a while there was some 
redbaiting, but very little . Most 
who would not sign a c t e d  
apologetic..

The opinion of the. canvassers 
was that discontent w ith high 
prices, unemployment (serious in 
tiie building trades here), anti- 
Negro terror and war, is grow
ing, and that there is a marked 
-eadiness to listen to radical 
ideas. ’

The s tif f  ballot requirements in 
(his stale are designed to prevent 
or discourage minority parties. 
Rut the SWT’ took the obstacles 
as a challenge, and met them in 
a fighting spirit, w ith  results 
that surprised some of the mem
bers themselves. The presidential 
campaign is o ff to a running 
start in Pennsylvania, and all the 
signs indicate that the SWP w ill 
get a sympathetic, hearing this 
year.

The Board of Directors of thr 
American Civil Liberties Union 
voted unanimously to back the 
Socialist 'Workers Party’s suit in 
Federal C6urt. The suit asks that 
the law he declared unconstitu
tional and that an injunction be 
issued to prevent county officials 
from enforcing the law. They are 
now working out the practical 
steps._

This law, House Bill 1030, 
makes i t  a criminal offense for 
a citizen of Illinois to cross a 
comity line and solicit signatures 
on a petition to place a new party 
on t.hc ballot.

Students on the University of 
Chicago campus responded to 
this law by forming a. “ Campus 
Committee to Fight 1030”  which 
has been formally recognized by 
the University of Chicago, ad
ministration. The committee w ill 
hold protest meetings and rally 
support from the general student 
body. Some students have already 
made financial contributions to 
aid the court action.

VE IL OF SECRECY
The veil of secrecy with which 

the Illinois legislators and Gov. 
Stevenson attempted to envelop 
this law is being torn apart by

Workers Party’sthe Socialist 
fight.

An editorial discussing the 
5WP's court action by the 
Decatur, III., Herald and reprinted 
yy the Chicago Daily .Sun-Times 
troke this black-out. The editorial 
minted out that, this law was 
“contrary to the. spirit of the 
,'cderal constitution.”

Citizens are amazed and shock 
?d upon hearing about this law. 
They help the fight by spreading 
:he. news of the law and by mak
ing much needed financial con
tributions.

TYPICAL REACTION
Typical reaction was that of a 

worker sympathizer of the Stal
inists who gave a financial con
tribution, offered his services in 
the tight., and expressed bewilder
ment that the Communist Party 
had not- come out in support of 
the SWT’s court action.

The suit against Stevenson was 
filed in the name of the SWP; 
Farrell Dobbs, nominee fo r Presi
dent; Grace Carlson, nominee fo r 
Vice President; Arne Swabeek, 
candidate fo r Governor; Marjorie 
Ball, candidate fo r Secretary of 
'State; Marvel Dobbs; and State 
Chairman Irv ing Beinin.

Says U.S. Had 
No Right to 
Invade Korea

By Art Preis 
“Today I buried my first

born, my son. . . I can find 
no place among his memories 
for the Purple Heart or the 
scroll. I am returning it to 
you with this thought — to 
me he is a symbol of the 
109,000 men who have been 
sacrificed in the needless 
slaughter, a so-called police 
action that has not and could 
never have been satisfactor
ily explained lo patriotic 
Americans. . . ”

Mrs. Donna Cooper, of Memphis, 
Tenn., wrote these bitter words to 
Truman on Feb. 16, when she sent 
back a medal and scroll awarded 
‘‘or her boy Paul, a machine- 
vunner killed in action Oct. 1 in 
Korea. The grief-stricken mother 
added:

“ I f  there had been any need 
for armed conflict to preserve the 
American way o f living I would 
have'given him proudly and would 
have treasured the medal. How
ever, since there was nothing 
superficial in his whole -life, I 
cannot mar his memory by a 
medal and stereotyped words that 
fail to promise a bettor tomorrow 
for the ones that he and others 
have died for.”

OPPOSED FROM START
The pro-war Rig Business oress 

was unable lo tw ist and distort 
Mrs. Cooper’s words, as it  had 
done prcvio-usly with several 
similar protests. In a subsequent, 
statement, Mrs. Cooper, who said 
her son wanted to be a priest and 
V e  gave him a good Catholic 
burial,”  made i t  dear that she 
~nd Paul had opposed U.S. in- 
'ervention in Korea from the very 
start.

“ I don’t know anything about 
■olitics,”  she said. “ All I know 
s that we shouldn't have gone in 
here in the first place and that it 

's a needless slaughter, as I told 
’he President. I have spent more 
’han $100 of my own money 
telling the same thing repeatedly 
in wires to Ridgway and the 
United Nations in Paris. 1 never 
received an answer.”

Although the big-shot general 
of “ Operation K ille r”  did not 
deign to reply to a heart-broken 
mother whose only son was killed 
under his command, Ridgway two 
days later made a savage attack 
on people like Mrs. Cooper who, 
he complains, are daring to ask, 
“ Why are we there?”  in Korea. 
“ I think the question discredits 
him who asks it,”  bellowed this 
blood-thirsty imperialist general 
who boasts about his “ Operation 
Meat Grinder.”

KOREA AND VALLEY FORGE
He likened the courageous poo- 

ple who dare, despite the witch
hunt., to protest the criminal in 
tervention in Korea, to “ weak 
people”  who, ho lied, asked, “ Why 
are wo here?”  at Valley Forge. 
A ll the men at Valley Forge, 
knew why. they were there — 
they were patriot volunteers 
fighting fo r national independence 
on their own soil. The GIs in 
Korea are conscripts dragged 
unwillingly to a foreign land to 
crash colonial people seeking 
their national freedom.

Many newspapers which gave 
whole columns to Ridgway’s war 
propaganda did not give a line to 
Mrs. Cooper. Yet i t  is she who 
speaks fo r the American people. 
Hers is the true voice of Amer
ican mothers try ing to be heard 
above the brazen, clamor of im
perialist politicians, profiteers and 
m ilitarists.
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Colonial People Are Not Fooled 
By Negro Diplomat Appointments

Victim of Undeclared War

By Albert Parker
How is the U.S. ruling class 

going to overcome the resentment 
o f the colored people of the world 
against the system of Jim Crow 
segregation and discrimination 
practiced against the American 
Negroes? How is It going to re
move the widespread suspicions 
ajnd’ fears these people have that 
the - U.S. government, instead of 
spreading democracy, w ill treat 
thetn in substantially the same 
why that i t  treats the colored 
people at home?

American Negroes point out 
that there is a simple way to do 
i t  — by abolishing the Jim Crow 
system here. But Truman and 
Arheson have no intention of

Labor and Negro 
Leaders in Detroit 
Defy Witch Hunt

(Continued from page 1)
of Local GOO who may be called 
down by this Un - American 
activities committee."

President Carl Stellato of Ford 
Local 600 charged in his column 
in the union newspaper, “ the 
politicians are building up a scare 
hysteria second to none. . . Why? 
So that the unemployed, standing 
in the soup lines in Hamtramck, 
talking about the unemployment, 
the graft, the corruption in 
America, can have their attention 
diverted by the Un-American 
activities committee.”

As . a demonstration to the 
witch-hunt committee that Local 
600 would not be intimidated, 
several hundred member's of the 
progressive and U nity caucuses 
of the local met yesterday and 
pledged fu ll backing to the fight 
to protect Local 600 and its of
ficers from the committee hatchet- 
men.

LOCAL 212 PROTEST
The firs t action by a Reutherite- 

dominated local on the hearines 
was reported Saturday when the 
General Council of Briggs Local 
212 adopted a resolution con
demning the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. The reso
lution submitted by Ken Morris, 
President of Local 212 and lead
ing Reutherite in this area,, 
condemned the committee fo r its 
record of anti-labor smear ac
tivities and its role as a sounding 
hoard fo r ambitious politicians. 
The Briggs resolution w a s  
weakened by including a con
demnation of the activities of 
m inority political parties. How
ever, in spite o f this shortcom
ing, the action of Local 212 
stands out sharply in contrast to 
the criminal silence of the of
ficers of the Internationa] Union; 
UAW-CIO.

I t  seems the Reutherite leader
ship of the UAW-CIO is w illing 
to tolerate the poison of the Un- 
American Activities Committee 
in the hopes that the committee 
smear of opponents m ight be 
helpful to Reutherite candidates 
in local union elections scheduled 
in 'the next few months.

doing that. Instead, they seem to I 
be paying close attention to sug
gestions and demands that Ne
groes be appointed to some more 
diplomatic posts and missions. I t  
would not be too surprising- i f  
Truman made some such appoint
ments this year, both fo r interna
tional propaganda and domestic 
political reasons.

WINDOW DRESSING
The idea seems to be to use 

Negroes as window dressing, just 
as labor leaders are used to 
camouflage the Big Business 
character of the war preparation 
program by being given a few 
seats on government agencies.

A beginning has already been 
made in this direction. Dr. Ghan- 
ning Tobias is a member of the 
U.S. delegation to the UN. Before 
him, Mrs. Edith Sampson held a 
similar post. In recent weeks 
Mrs. Sampson ha3 been touring 
the Scandinavian countries, ex
plaining how much progress the 
Negroes have made and promis
ing, according to some , reports, 
that they “ w ill have complete 
equality w ithin five years.”

A  few weeks ago Eleanor 
Roosevelt inadvertently g a v e  
away the reason why Tobias and 
Mrs. Sampson were appointed in 
the first place. During the UN 
General Assembly sessions in 
Paris, she was interviewed by a 

1 representative of the Associated 
; Negro Press, who asked her what 
effect she thought the Civil 
Rights Congress petition charging 
the U.S. with genocide against 
the Negro people would have.

“ The genocide, petition has had 
litt le  effect in United Nations 
circles because of the presence of 
myself. Dr. Channing Tobias and 
Mrs. Edith Sampson,”  she replied.

Around the same time the New 
York press gave some prominence 
to the return of a Negro pastor

from a round-the-world trip. The 
Rev. James H. Robinson had 
visited 17 countries under the 
auspices of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church and had made hundreds 
of speeches at meetings where 
the chief interest of the audiences 
was in the American Negro ques
tion.

The pastor’s own approach was 
apparently a little  inor£ subtle 
than the one reportedly employed 
by Mrs. Sampson in Scandinavia. 
He says that when he was con
fronted by hostile questions, he 
immediately conceded that things 
were bad. “ And after ten minutes 
of that,, they knew I  was ho 
apologist fo r America’s misdeeds. 
They were w illing  to admit that 
I  was honest. And, having reach
ed that conclusion, they were 
w illing to believe me when I  told 
them of the improvements that 
are being made, of the day-to- 
day progress, of the real advances 
in race relations in our country,”  
etc., etc.

On the basis of his experience, 
Robinson said, the U jS.'State De
partment should hire a number 
of “bright young American Ne' 
groes.”  fo r its embassies abroad 
as “ the cheapest and smartest 
way”  to defeat communism,, They 
should be sent abroad “ not Only 
to explain but to demonstrate by 
their work and presence the 
progress we can make.”

The emphasis here, a9 in Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s remark,* is on the 
wonder-working effects that can 
be achieved by the “ presence”  of 
Negroes, whether their mission 
as apologist fo r the Jim Crow 
system is carried out in a crude 
or subtle fashion.

ACHILLES HEEL
But there is evidence to in

dicate that i t  does not work out 
o.uite as well as the Rev. Robin

son suggests. The Feb. 12 
Christian 'Science Monitor p rin t
ed excerpts from a speech made 
last month — to the Economic 
Club of Detroit by Minoo .JR. 
Masani of Bombay, n member of 
the Indian parliament. He said: 

“ We have-had in the last two 
v.e a r  s distinguished. American 
Negro citizens coming over to 
India who have discussed frankly 
and fa irly  w ith us their prob
lems; who have told us of the 
ambitions of 'their people and 
how much remains to be done, 
but also of the progress made 
and the efforts that are being 
made to solve this problem. Bub 
n few months pass and comes 
the account in newspaper head
lines of the Cicero race riot, and 
all the good work that is done 
by your compatriots just fades 
away. . . That really is your 
Achilles’ heel.’’

I t  is not the only Achilles' heel 
of U.K. imperialism, but i t  cer
ta inly is a sore spot. The capital
ist class can hire the shrewdest 
propagandists in the world, but 
what good w ill i t  do them so long 
os the facts of life  speak louder 
and moTe Impressively than the' 
most cunningly contrived propa
ganda? How ape they going to 
deceive the colored peoples of Asia 
and Africa w ith Negro window- 
dressing so long as the Jim Crow 
system keeps pushing the window- 
dressing aside and letting the rest 
Of the world 'see the real, ugly 
visage of American capitalism ?

This is a tough problem. But 
fortunately Negroes and white 
workers need nbt lose any sleep 
Over it. Let the capitalists and 
their diplomats and their servile 
labor and Negro leaders wrack 
their brains try ing to solve it. 
The more trouble i t  gives them, 
the better o ff we w ill be, and the 
sooner the Negro people w ill win 
equality.

The American 
W ay of Life
The Capture of Willie Sutton

On Feb. 18 N. Y. Police Commissioner Monaghan 
jubilantly told the press: “ We’ve got W illie Sutton. This 
culminates one of the greatest man hunts in the history 
of the department.”  Then he *>~ 
embraced the two patrolmen and 
detective who had made the arrest 
and promoted them on the spot.
Reporters were told how the 
vigilant police recognized Sutton 
on the street and confirmed their 
identification by finger-print com
parison.

For several days the news
papers were filled w ith praise of 
the efficient police department 
and a ceremony at C ity Hall was 
planned where Mayor Im pellitteri 
would honor t]ie police who had 
captured the man the papers were 
now calling “ the field marshal of 
crime.”  Then the true story broke.

“i ’ll be okay, Mom,” Marine Sgt. King Long weeps as he meets 
his mother in Oakland, Cal. The youngster lost both legs in the 
Korean “police action.” U.S. casualties in Korea now total 105,992. 
This figure does not include thousands of frostbite cases, many of 
which resulted in amputations like that of Sgt. King.

Letters from Readers
Zionism and the 
Middle-East Revolt

Editor: History always un
covers all lies.

Today in the Middle East, we 
sea the revolutionary movement 
of the' colonial peoples against 
British, French and American im 
perialism. A t this stage of the 
struggle, the feudal and bour
geois leaders of these countries 
are at the head of these move
ments.

I t  was but a short time back 
that the Zionists, and especially 
those of the yellow - Socialist 
variety, boasted of their progres
siveness against that of the Arab 
leaders and nations.

Yet today, when the masses of 
the Middle East are rising against 
imperialism, the Zionists, as al
ways, line themselves up w ith 
imperialism. They call fo r a 
closer alliance between Israel 
and the American and British im
perialists. They plead that, they 
can help maintain the reactionary 
status-quo in the Middle East i f

FORD WORKERS TOLD LEGAL 
RIGHTS IF QUIZZED BY FBI

Published below is a series of questions and answers re
printed from Ford Facts, Feb. 16, official organ of UAW 
Ford Local 600 fo r the information of their members who 
have been harassed by the FBI and kindred agencies. (Edit.)

*  ♦  *

In recent months the Defense Committee o f Local 600, 
UAW-CIO, has received numerous reauests from members 
fo r information concerning their legal rights when questioned 
by FBI or other agents. The following questions and answers 
w ill give our members this information.- These are YOUR 
rights whether you are a citizen or non-citizen.

Q. I f  an agent of the FBI or Immigration Service, or a 
Congressional Committee or the City Loyalty Board asks me 
questions, do I  have to answer?

A. No. You don’t have to answer any questions or give 
any statement. Under our Constitution you cannot be forced 
to answer such questions.

Q. What can an agent legally do i f  I  refuse to answer 
questions or make a statement?

A. Nothing.
Q, Does my wife or fam ily have to answer such questions 

or make any statement?
A. No, they have the same right to refuse.
Q. I f  they ask me or send me a letter to go to their 

office, do I  have to go?
A. No.
Q. Suppose they give me a subpoena?
A. You always have the right to consult counsel before 

you testify or make a statement. You can insist on this right 
before you comply with the subpoena.

Q. Suppose they have a warrant fo r my arrest?
A. Then you must go. But you do not have to make 

any statement without firs t consulting counsel.
Q. Suppose I am called into the office by Ford super

vision to make a statement to such an agent?
A. Supervision has no right to call you into the office 

fo r this purpose. Insist that your committeeman be called. 
He w ill not permit you to be questioned in the plant.

Q. Do I have to answer questions concerning my political 
beliefs or affiliations?

A. No. The F ifth  Amendment to the Constitution gives 
you the right to refuse to answer such questions.

Q. Do I  have to become a “ stool-pigeon" about another's 
political beliefs or associations?

A. No — fo r the same reason.

they can get more m ilita ry aid 
from Washington.

The most reactionary Arab 
leader stands leagues above these 
miserable yellow - Socialist Zion
ists.

The only road fo r the Jewish 
masses of Israel is to proclaim 
their solidarity with the revolu
tionary workers and peasants of 
the Middle East in their struggle 
against imperialism. I t  w ill be a 
hard task, in view of the oolicy 
of Israel up to now. Their hands 
are stained with the blood of 
Arab workers and peasants. I t  is 
a task that w ill take quite a b it 
of convincing, but there is no 
other road.

Either that or another mass 
graveyard of Jewish masses wiP 
be dug in Israel. This time, how
ever, with the help of Israel’s 
“ socialist" Zionists.

S. G.
New York City

Tax Collectors and 
Workers' Wages

Editor: An event occurred at 
my place of work tlVat is almost 
unbelievable: the confiscation of 
a total week’s pay bv the income 
tax collector fo r a claimed short
age in a tax paid over five years 
ago.

This modern holdup artist came 
to the firm with so-called legal 
claims and .demanded immediate 
payment of any wages due. The 
firm ’s representatives called me 
and told me they were helple0'’ 
and must turn over to him all 
wages due, something over $80.

I  asked i f  H itle r ever did such 
a thing and i f  they knew about 
a New York state law lim iting  to 
1ff% anv gamisheeing of salary. 
According to this holdup man 
disguised as a tax collector, i t  is 
fhe righ t of the federal govern
ment, to claim 100%, and more i f  
Possible: and it  is common prac
tice to. take all wages of workers 
in big plants who owe income 
tax and refund whatever part the 
self-appointed judge and jury 
decides the worker needs to live 
on.

Well, fellow Americans, those 
are facts. Too many people are 
not fam iliar w ith the ins and outs 
of tax claims, although lately 
some of the shady dealings of 
big - time operators have been 
made public. These racketeers are 
now riding high oh Sniall ttfafee 
earners who may be delinquent in 
order to cover up their own guilty 
records.

I  wonder what the Boston tea 
party was all about, i f  it  wasn’t 
something to do with taxes.

A Reader 
New York City

Different View 
Of Comic Books

Editor: In Rn article reprinted 
from Ceylon in the Jan. 21 M ili
tant, the use bf comic books to 
spread, the message of Wall Street 
among .the peoples of the East is 
described. A t present we may not 
be able to put out a lo t of printed 
material ourselves. We may have 
to lim it our contacting' to those 
who are prepared to understand 
our present concentrated papers 
and literature.

Yet the use of comic-type books 
to spread our own ideas would be 
very effective i f  we were prepar
ed to arrange it. However, the 
Ceylon article condemns comic 
books in general, saying “ they 
create the habit of not reading at 
all. . . An unrestrained reading 
of comics w ill result in a state of 
unrestrained imbecility In which 
a person w ill not be able to under
stand anything except what 
strikes his eye. Anythfng which 
requires the least b it of reason
ing or reflection w ill baffle him 
completely.”

I t  is good to hear someone at
tacking the comics, fo r there -is 
a lot of baloney in them; but the 
comics only reflect evils — they 
do not create them. To over-esti
mate the harm that is done to the 
children of workers by comic 
books is to underestimate their 
resistance to disease, and their 
potentialities in general.

D. B.
E. Richmond, Calif.

Police Interference Fails to 
Stop Penn. Petition-Getters

By June Carey 
ALLENTOWN, Feb. 25 — The Bethlehem Globe- 

Times reported that I  and a Philadelphia fellow-canvasser 
fo r the Socialist Workers Party had been picked up by 
the police in this area last Tues- p
day. A sim ilar article appeared 
in an Allentown paper, and I  
understand -went out over the UP 
wire and local radio stations. 
Here is what happened:

We were taken in , supposedly 
on the complaint of a woman 
who had signed our petition. The 
“ charge.”  was that we were 
“ pressuring”  people by stating 
that we were fo r labor and in
terested in the problems of work
ing people.

A fte r being hustled doWn to 
the - station in a police car, we 
Were turned over first to the 
desk sergeant, then the captain, 
and finally the police chief.

POLICE INTERFERENCE
I  fe lt they would have liked''to 

slap a charge ' on us but could 
find no basis fo r doing so, since 
they knew that what we were 
doing was legal. What they suc
ceeded in doing was to prevent 
us from working in this area fo r 
two days w ith  the excuse that 
the city solicitor had to give a 
ruling on the legality of petition 
campaigns.

We were warned by the police 
that we were not to say that we

HOW IT  HAPPENED
W illie  Sutton fe ll into the toils 

of the law because 24-year old 
Arnold Schuster sold pants in his 
father’s store — “ Mac’s Clothes 
Shop.”  Hung up on nails in  the 
back of the store were “ Wanted”  
circulars with pictures o f crimi 
nals sent out by law enforcement 
agencies. Sutton’s picture had 
been hanging there fo r months,

On Feb. 18 young Schuster was 1 Basic W ritings 
in the subway. Sitting opposite Freud,”  etc.

said he’d like to get a look , at 
him. So back they went. Sutton 
was s till there — fixihg his car. 
They took him to the station 
house but apparently not because 
they thought he was Sutton but 
to pass the time. For instance i t  
was many hours before they even 
searched him and found a gun 
in a special holster.

When the papers announced the 
arrest and spoke of a possible 
$70,000 reward, young Schuster 
nearly had a conniption fit. He 
ran to the police station but only 
got a run-around. A fter a few 
days of this he finally hired a 
lawyer who got a New York 
newspaper to prin t the story.

The police commissioner vehe
mently denied that Schuster’s 
identification of Sutton had been 
suppressed. “ I t  was an oversight,”  
he declared.

Meanwhile Sutton proves to be 
not the ordinary crook. In  his 
room were found a chess set and 
such books as “ Peace of Soul”  
by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, “ The 

of Sigmund

are fo r labor (or, as the chief put 
it, give our program, thereby 
pressuring the people)! Finally, 
at the end of the second day, the 
matter warf cleared up when we 
came back to inquire again. The 
Globe-Times story reported:

“ Det, Capt. Michael J. Fox said 
their papers were in order and 
they had legal r igh t to solicit 
names to the petition and were 
taken into custody only because 
of complaints. They were re
leased.”

WORKERS ANGERED
This publicity did not do us 

any harm. In fact, i t  created a 
lo t of indignation, especially 
among the steel workers, who 
told me they were angry because 
there was a principle involved, 
and they fe lt we had a right to 
get signatures and run candi
dates.

Later, when we were getting 
signatures in fron t of a steel 
plant, we saw the cop who had 
taken us to the station. He was 
directing traffic, and said hello 
in a cheery tone, but his face
was atvfully red.

Asian, Latin American People Spurn 
U. S. “Aid;” Fear War Commitments

NOW ON SALE

January-February Issue of

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
Marxist Magazine

The Bomb-Murder of Harry T. Moore 

What the Steel Convention Revealed 

The Tragedy of Harold R. Isaacs

Lenin Before October 
By Leon Trotsky

25 cents
Order from
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<Continued from Page 1)
(motives when I was in the 
troubled country during my 
recent 20,000-mile tour of south 
and southeast Asia.”

PROTEST FROM BURMA
A body of Chiang Kai-shek’s 

troops, armed and supplied by the 
U.'S., has been making raids on 
southern China from Burmese 
te rrito ry to which they had fled 
in 1949. The Burmese govern
ment has protested use of Burma 
as a base fo r Ghiang’s raiders 
and has especially good reason 
to fear a conflict w ith China 
which would be a pretext fo r 
“ liberation”  on the Korea pattern 
by U.S. bombers.

The question of accepting aid 
from the U.S. has caused a crisis 
so acute in Indonesia that i t  has 
brought the fa ll of the 20-man 
coalition Cabinet of Dr. Sukiman 
Wirojosandojo. 'Previously the 
mere charge of maintaining “close 
contact w ith American diplomats”  
had sufficed to precipitate the fa ll 
of the M inistry of Dr. Moham* 
mad Hatta in August 1950.

The latest ministerial crisis in  
Indonesia involves directly the 
question of MSA aid. I t  broke 
out when the cabinet rejected an 
agreement made in January by 
Foreign M inister Achmad Subar- 
dio to accept U.S. aid under the 
MSA. A majority of the cabinet, 
the Parliament and the two ru l
ing parlies, the Masiumi (Indo
nesian Moslem Consultative Coun
cil) and the PNI (Independent 
Nationalist Party) r e v o l t e d  
against this as a violation of 
their joint agreement “ to con
duct nn active and independent 
foreign policy fo r the promotion 
of world peace.”

FEAR IN  INDONESIA
Tillman Durdin, N. Y. Times

Far Eastern correspondent, wrote 
on Feb. 23 that behind the op
position ’ to MSA is that “ many 
Indonesians”  fear i t  w ill “ mean 
committing Indonesia too heavily 
in the United States’ direction.”  
Moreover, “ because capitalism

and imperialism have been trad i
tionally bracketed in Asia, most 
Indonesian political thinking is 
Socialist; and this provides an
other basis fo r concern regarding 
intentions of capitalist America 
toward Indonesia.”

In  short, the Indonesians fear 
that American imperialism may 
some day want to “ liberate”  
them — and their rubber, tin, 
oil, tea, coffee and other rich 
products.

The opposition to U.S. im 
perialism is not confined to the 
hundreds of millions in the 
colonial and semi-colonial lands 
like Mexico, Burma and Indonesia. 
Even among the most advanced 
capitalist countries and the lead
ing partners of the U.S. we find a 
tremendous working-class resist
ance to going aiong w ith Wash
ington’s war plans.

OPPOSITION IN  BRITAIN
This is reflected in the remarks 

of Laborite Aneurin Bevan in 
Parliament. The Feb. 27 N. Y. 
Times, reporting the debate with 
Churchill oh China and Korea 
policy, states that “ Mr. Bevan 
went on that behind the guise of 
the United Nations an ideological 
war was being waged with 
weapons against the Soviet Union 
and he voiced a warning to ‘our 
American friends that not one 
British soldier, sailor or airman 
w ill risk his life  behind a policy 
of that kind.’ His words arous.ed 
loud cheers from the labor 
benches. I t  was unthinkable, Mr. 
Bevan said, that the Chinese Gov
ernment would accept a trace in 
Korea while i t  was being told 
that the United States was ac
tively promoting the resumption 
of civ il war on the Chinese main
land.”

A ll over the world, the people 
are in deadly fear of being 
dragged into a war of imperial
ist conquest by the U.S. and of 
being turned into charred ruins 
like Korea. Their resistance has 
become the chief obstacle to the 
American imperialist drive to 
world War.

him was a man who looked 
familiar. Racking his brains, 
Schuster finally realized i t  was 
the man in the picture — Willie 
Sutton. He followed him o ff the 
subway and trailed him to a gas 
station. Then he spotted a police 
car. Schuster told the cops: 
“ Don’t  think I ’m crazy, but I 
th ink W illie Sutton is at a 
gasoline station down at the 
corner.”  The cops found that 
Sutton had taken a rental battery 
to his stalled car a few blocks 
away. They went up to him and 
said: “ Are you W illie  Sutton?”  
“ No,”  was the reply, “ I ’m Charles 
Gordon.”  He produced a driver’s 
license in that name, so the police 
drove away. Seeing this, Schuster 
concluded he had been mistaken 
and went back to the pants 
counter.

A BIG JOKE
Back a t the station house the 

two cops told the story as a joke 
to a detective. The detective who 
liad nothing to do laughed and

NO JUSTICE!
When his bail was set a t a 

quarter of a million he protested, 
saying: “ Here I  sit w ith $250,060 
in bail on me. What did I  do? I  
never hurt anybody. I  am not a 
violent man. I  am accused o f 
robbing a bank of $64,000, and 
they brand me as the nation’s 
No. I crim inal.”

Sutton was outraged. Here he 
was being treated like a “ red”  
while “ others like Alger Hiss, 
who imperilled the nation, were 
permitted to roam the streets in  
eomparativly low bail,”  he com
plained.

“ Others,”  he demurred, “ who 
are accused of having defrauded 
the government of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars merely get 
a letter from some committee in 
Washington asking them to 
please come in and ta lk i t  over.”  

“ Maybe that’s justice,”  Sutton 
concluded, “ but its puzzling to a 
guy like me.”

— George La van

THS MILITANT ARMY
I.os Angeles reports a success

fu l sale of the Fob. 18 M ilitant 
featuring the article by Albert 

Parker telling of the 
ja iling  and bombing 
of N e g r o e s  fo r 
fighting Jim Crow. 
Literature A g e n t  
J e a n n e  Morgan 
writes, “ The great 
event of the week 
here was the mass 
protest ra lly  on the 
Moore Case held at 
the Shrine Audi
torium. The rally 

was sponsored jo in tly  by the 
NAAjOP and the local labor move
ment, both A F L  and CIO, and war 
consequently quite an historic 
occasion. A  large number of 
comrades were On hand to sell 
our literature and to distribute 
leaflets fo r our meeting- with 
George Clarke speaking on ‘The 
Coming International Showdown.’ 

“ The score: M ilitants sold, 189; 
F I ’s, 11; leaflets distributed; 
2,500. High-scorers were May, 
Jeanne, Gail, M ilt, Marianne, 
and Lou. We also had a good sale 
of literature at our Clarke meet
ing. In the previous two weeks 
M ilt, Erroll, Gail and Evelyn did 
a good job, selling 92 Militants 
at Stalinist meetings in the 
Negro and Mexican communities.” 

Literature Agent Ethel Swan
son reports that the highlight of 
the week fo r New York was a 
sale at the NAAGP convention 
in Washington, D. C. Connie, 
Myron, Rebecca and Fred E. took 
down the Feb. 18 M ilitant and 
the new issue of Fourth Interna
tional featuring the article by 
George Breitman on the now 
dangers and new tasks facing the 
Negro struggle. They sold 74 
papers and 64 F I’s to delegates 
at the afternoon and evening 
sessions, at the hotel, and at the 
banquet on Monday evening. 
Fred E. was high-scorer, selling 
a total of 40 M ilitants and 31 
F I’s.

Ethel also reports a sale at 
OCNY by Beth and'Donald of 15 
papers and three F I ’s. Work in 
the projects is going well, she 
says. This week Joyce sold- an
other subscription at L illian Wald.

St. Paul sends in more renewals 
and says that although the latest 
snowfall of one foot is slowing 
down the walking a bit, they 
are s till working toward comple
tion of their lists.

Literature Agent D. C. tells of 
an interesting experience he had 
while visiting St. Louis sub

scribers fo r their renewals. “ A t 
the last fellow’s house, a friend) 
who was with him, had traveled 
through southeast Missouri and 
eastern Arkansas when the share
croppers and tenant farmers 
were organizing the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union. He had 
heard of a former comrade 'of 
mine, now dead, who was active 
in organizing sharecroppers and 
tenant farmers. He said of him, 
‘Van Ryan was sure a politician.’ 
Of course, he meant working-clas? 
politician. L. H. Van Ryan and I 
w e r e  comrades together in 
Memphis, Tennessee, after, he wag 
chased out of Arkansas because 
of his activities in organizing 
cotton workers.”

Many thanks to I. M. of New 
York, fo r his donation of $3 to 
help pay the printing costs of 
The M ilitant.

Local Addresses 
Of Socialist 

Workers Party
A KRO N—F o r Information, w rite  P. O. 

Box 1842.

J B ^T O N —W orke rs  Educational Center, 
80 S tu a rt St. Open Tuea.. B;80-9 P.M . 
Social las t Sat. o f every m onth.
^  B U F F A L O — M ilita n t Fo rum , 629 Mata 
S treet, 2nd f l .  Open every a fte rnoon  ex
cept Sim. Phone M Adlson 3 960.

CHICAGO— 734 Si W abash Ave. Open 
d a lly  except Sunday, 12-8:00 PM . Phona 
HAdrrlson 7-0-403. •

<3 I-EVELAN D  JOGOO .Superior Ave. 
D E T R O IT —8108 I,tnwood Av«. Open 

12-8 P .M . Phone T t

1.T07 Oak S treet. Phone

Mon. th rough Sa*
7-8287.

F L IN T —SWP.
22496.

I.OS ANORT.e s  — 1702 B as t 4th S t 
Phone AN colus 9-4953.

M IL W A U K E E — 91 7 N . 3rd g t., 3rd f l .  
Open Sun. th rough E r l. .  7:80-9)80 P .M .

M IN N E A P O L IS —10 South 4th St. Opes 
d a lly  except Sun. 10 A .M .-fi P .M . L ib ra , 
ry , bookstore. Phone M a in  7T81. ,

P.OE BT0xH M r t!N _ 'FOT ,n f0 rm a tlo n - w rIt*  

N E W A R K -—t22 Spr in g fie ld  Avenue. 
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y — H q.: l ie  U n ive rs ity
Piece. Phone: A L  5-7852. ”

B R O O K LY N
floor. 18 Nevina Street. 2nd

P H IL A D E L P H IA  — 1303-05 W . G ira rd
PS®" n - ° p* n Gver7 E r l. evening.Phone Stevenson 4-5820, *

8T . LO UIS—For 
MO 7194. In fo rm a tio n . Phone

M A te  B tW ® headquar,« ! t

. * *A N O re C O - l7 3 0  F illm o re  St.
2 * °J>e& d a lly  axcept Sunday. 12-

4:80 P .M . Phone F I  6-0410.
, S E A T T L E —M aynard  B ldg ., 1st Ave 
&  Y M h{nst0J' '  R m  201. Open 
th rough Sat, 12-5 P .M . B ranch m eetln r 
•very Thu-e.. 7:80 P .M . Z lb r a r y r t ^ f c f  
•to re . Phone M a in  9278.

YOUNGSTOW N —  284 EL Federa l I t
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Korea and Valley Forge
Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway, commander of the U.S. 

invasion armies in the Far East, has tried to draw a paral
lel between the.Korean War and the American Revolutibn. 
In a Tokyo speech made on the eve of Washington’s birth
day, he cast himself in the role of a latter-day Washington, 
fighting for freedom today as George Washington did 175 
years ago.

“ The lessons learned through Gen. Washington along 
the Schuylkill River at Valley Forge,” he is quoted as say
ing, “ have been taught again to us along the Rhine, the 
Elbe, the Naktong and the Han. . . . Valley Forge remains 
a living symbol of the strivings of men for freedom. . v 
Korea is but one more revelation of . the continuance of 
that struggle.”

Armed with this historical precedent, the learned Gen
eral arrogantly questioned the right of the American peo
ple to protest the presence of U.S. troops in Korea.

There is. a parallel between the Korean War and the 
American Revolution, but Ridgway has it  backwards. His 
analogy would have been accurate had he assumed the 
mantle of British General Gage, or Burgoyne, or Corn
wallis, rather than that of George Washington. Like these 
bigoted officers of King George III, Ridgway is today the 
representative of the most barbarous cause on earth. Let 
us draw the parallel as it  actually should be drawn.

Wall Street’s government tried to maintain in power 
the Syngman Rhee regime, a corrupt, terroristic and reac
tionary government which, by dictatorial means, restrain
ed the people of Southern Korea from all progressive 
measures, kept the land in the hands of the rich landlords, 
etc. This is comparable to the governments established by 
George I I I  in the American colonies.

Wall Street’s government launched a vast armada 
against a land separated from this continent by the broad
est ocean in the world. King George sent his great armada 
across the second broadest ocean in the world.

King George I I I  justified his war against a colonial 
nation with the cry of “ aggression.”  He shouted that the 
colonists had started the war with the destruction of 
British property at the Boston Tea Party, and with the 
firing  on British troops at Concord and Lexington. Like 
George III, Wall Street’s government today justifies the 
most barbarous ravaging of an entire land by the single 
excuse that the other side “ started”  the war.

King George I I I  filled out his invading armies with 
bands of hired mercenary Hessian troops. Like King 
Gepyge,..only, with less success, Wall,,Street’s government 
today tries to use dollars to hire other nations to help it  
in the suppression of people fighting for their freedom.

Finally, George I l l ’s generals were often incompetents 
who wasted the lives of the innocent young men they had 
dragooned into their armies. Is there a parallel between 
these past British generals and the present day MacAr- 
thurs, Ridgways and Van Fleets? The record tells the tale.

HYPOCRISY MASKS U.S. 
ANTI-PERON CAMPAIGN

By J. Gomez
The U.S. imperialists are not only engaged in a “ cold 

war”  on the European and Asian continents, they are 
conducting another one on the American continent: against
the Peron regime of Argentina.3 
The Peronista organ Democracia, 
Feb. 3, charged Washington and 
Wall Street w ith try ing to “ en
circle”  Argentina. This charge 
has a valid basis.

The “ cold war”  against Peron 
began w ith his advent to power 
in the early forties, and has been 
Intensified in recent months. This 
came as a result of the fact that 
in his struggle fo r reelection 
Peron was forced, under pressure 
o f popular sentiment, to take a 
stronger stand against both 
Yankee imperialist Interests and 
n a t i v e  Argentine plutocratic 
elements.

FEAR OF PERONISM
Despite all the propaganda to 

the contrary, the “ cold war”  
against the Peron regime fe not 
motivated by humanitarian con
siderations. Both Washington and 
Wall Street see in Peronism n 
mortal danger to their economic 
and political domination of Latin 
America. They fear the threat to 
their profits and privileges of 
such movements which represent 
the nationalist-minded bourgeois 
forces of Central and South 
America.

The U.S. attacks upon the 
Eeron regime fo r its lack of 
“ democracy”  are saturated with 
hypocrisy. The real reason (fo r 
the rage of the imperialists is 
the aspiration of the Argentine 
people fo r national independence 
which finds expression in Peron’s 
resistance to playing the role of 
pu.ppet_ and satellite to Wash
ington.

W ELL KNOWN FACT
I t  is a well known fact that a 

m ajority of Latin American 
countries are today dominated by

dictators much more vicious in 
the suppression of the most 
elementary human rights than 
the Peron regime. Yet they are 
the darlings of the Yankee im 
perialists. Just to mention a few: 
the personal dictatorship of 
T ru jillo  in Santo Domingo; the 
feudal lord Somoza in Nicaragua; 
the despotic Odria regime in 
Peru; the bloody m ilita ry clique 
in Venezuela; the m ilita ry Junta 
in Bolivia; the ultra-reactionary 
regime in Colombia which, in its 
brutal suppression of human 
rights, forced a considerable 
section of the people into an 
uprooted life  of guerrilla ex
istence, etc.

Yet, in the face of these known 
facts, there is no “ cold war”  
against these dictators. The 
reason is obvious. Washington 
and Wall Street are not engaged 
in a battle for human rights and 
principles but are concerned 
solely w ith the preservation of 
their economic and political con
tro l of the semi - colonial Latin 
American countries and their 
“ right”  to exploit their people. 
The Yankee money-bags would 
join hands with all the devils in 
the world so long as they would 
remain obedient to their dictates.

And there is nothing unusual in 
a ll this. I t  is, rather, an ex
pression of the fact that the 
material interests of the Amer
ican financial oligarchy come 
more and more into open conflict 
with the best interests of 
•humanity. I t  . isn’t  our job to 
defend the bourgeois Peron re
gime in Argentina; but, in the 
interest of truth, i t  is our job to 
establish that the imperialist 
gang in Washington and Wall 
Street are not the “ defenders of 
democracy”  in Latin America 
but its worst enemies.

What Eisenhower Thinks
By John F. Petrone

WH AT EISENHOWER THINKS, 
edited and interpreted by Allen 
Taylor. Crowell, 1952, 186 pp., 
$2.75.

I t  is no longer a secret that 
Eisenhower is a conservative (in 
fact, i t  never was, not even in 
1948 when many labor leaders 
desperately decided to back him 
fo r the Presidency because i t  
then seemed that Truman did not 
lave a chance). This new book, 
Containing excerpts from Eisen
hower’s speeches and statements, 
documents his conservativism in 
a conclusive way.

That as absolutely its only 
merit. Reading i t  is like chewing 
hay. Eisenhower has not missed 
out on a single cliche o f the 
political Babbitts; lie gives us 
the accepted platitudes about 
democracy and statism not once, 
not five, but at least a dozen 
times. He seems incapable o f ex
pressing one spontaneous thought 
or one original idea. And his 
style is no improvement on Tru
man’s, d ifficult thought that 
seems.

T ITLE  MISLEADING
The title  of the book is mislead

ing. I t  does not show what Eisen
hower thinks, but that he says 
and has said with a view to 
winning the confidence of the 
l-uling class and of the con
servative machine politicians of

the Republican Party. And even 
then it  does not include every
thing of significance that he has 
said: The editor leaves out those 
statements of the brass hat that 
said a little  too much. Two ex
amples w ill suffice:

Eisenhower’s great theme is 
that the American people must be 
on guard against “ security”  and 
“ statism.”  By security he does not 
mean what the Pentagon calls 
“ m ilitary security”  — he means 
social security, social reform 
measures, etc. (This lifelong 
m ilita ry bureaucrat has himself 
been very careful, however, not 
to give up his $18,761 a year pen
sion.) And when he talks about 
the need to oppose statism, he 
does not mean the trend to a 
police state and militarization, 
■— he means any intervention by 
the government that interferes 
w ith property rights, profits, etc. 
(Naturally he is a devout ad
vocate of such statist measures 
as conscription and UMT.)

The editor includes a great 
many of- his statements on this 
subject. But he omits the one 
that presented Eisenhower’s views 
in their sharpest and crudest 
form, minus the “ idealist”  hog- 
wash he generally surrounds them 
w ith — from a speech delivered 
to the St. Andrews Society in 
New York on Nov. 30, 1949:

" I  do not believe that security, 
in the sense that we may live in 
a slothful indolence and ease and

EISENHOWER

stagnation, can ever be achieved, 
unless we do it, gentlemen, as 
slaves of someone who directs 
us. Possibly we have become too 
regardful of things we call 
luxuries. We want to wear fine 
shirts and have caviar and cham
pagne when we should be eating 
hot dogs and beer. I  have seen all 
around the world many people 
lying beneath white crosses. They 
are there because they believed 
in something more than trying 
to be sure that they would not 
be hungry when they were 67.”  

Sim ilarly, w ith Eisenhower’s

attitude to the struggle fo r Negro 
equality. The book quotes a 
speech he made in Harlem in 
1949 containing trite  remarks 
like those Truman makes on this 
subject on certain occasions. But 
i t  omits the statement he made 
before a Senate committee in 
A pril 1948, when in response to 
questions about segregation in 
the armed forces, he said:

“ I do believe that i f  we attempt 
merely by passing a lo t of laws 
to force someone to like someone 
else, we are just going to get 
into trouble.”
v Here are a few other quota

tions showing why Eisenhower- is 
an acceptable candidate to Wall 
Street and the Dixiecrats:

“ I n c r e a s e d  productivity.. .  
alone can better the position of. 
labor.”  “ With only rare excep
tions, they (American working
men) have striven w ithin the 
framework of our laws and trad i
tions to improve their lo t through 
increased production that profited 
all Americans.”

This “ tribute”  to labor makes 
i t  hard to understand why Amer
ican workers ever needed unions 
— or why they should need them 
now. No employer ever has ob
jected or w ill object to having 
the workers “ improve the ir lot 
through increased production.” 
What were a ll the bloody labor 
struggles and sacrifices about 
anyhow?

The record would not be com-

Egypt and the British Labor Left
The editorial statement publish

ed below is reprinted from 
Socialist Outlook, which speaks 
for the Left Wing of the British 
Labor Party. (Ed.)

The refusal of successive B r it
ish troops from the Suez Canal 
Zone threatens to involve the 
British people in a full-scale war 
against Egypt.

I t  has already led to the cold
blooded massacre of 48 Ismalian 
policemen, and the consequences 
of this dastardly action have in
flamed a revolutionary situation 
throughout all Egypt and the 
Sudan. Vast troop concentrations 
and naval re-inforcements sug
gest that Mr. Churchill is quite 
prepared to march on Cairo, 
bringing death and destruction to 
Egyptian peasant and British 
conscript alike rather than con
cede to the legitimate national 
aspirations of the Egyption peo
ple.

WHAT THEY FEAR
•He has already appealed to the 

rulers of the United States fo r 
help . . . and he w ill get it. F irst, 
because the Suez Canal is of 
vital strategic importance in the 
war which all the imperialist 
powers are preparing against the 
Soviet Union; and, second — even 
more urgent — because the move
ment of national liberation which 
is sweeping • across the Arab 
world is threatening to turn into 
a movement of SOCIAL libera

tion against poverty, inequality, 
landlordism and capitalism.

A ll the capitalist press was 
quick to detect the mark of the 
working class in the recent Cairo 
“ riots.”  Not only were British 
clubs and hotels attacked, but so 
also were the sumptuous play
grounds of the rich and corrupt 
rulers of Egypt itself.

“ The lower levels and the labor
ers have taken over!”  said Sir 
Miles Thomas, after the plane in 
which he was escaping was rushed 
by Egyptian airport laborers. 
The note of ruling class fear in 
this statement has been echoed 
by every big capitalist and land
lord throughout the world — not 
excluding Egypt where Farouk 
promptly sacked his Cabinet and 
imposed a curfew and Martial 
Law.

Np, wonder the New York 
Times, in discussing Churchill’s 
proposal to send American troops 
to Egypt, agreed in these 
words . . . “ the bell tools for us 
also!”

Indeed i t  does. A fte r centuries 
of the most horrible exploitation 
which has reduced millions of 
working, people to a depth of 
poverty incomprehensible to most 
British workers, the masses of 
the old colonial empires have 
been forced to take desperate 
measures to secure bread for 
their empty bellies. Like o-ur own 
Chartist forefathers, inscribed on 
their banners is the slogan 
. . .“ Bread or Blood!”

Imperialism cannot compromise 
with such a movement. They 
must shoot i t  down. Or, to put 
i t  more correctly, they must get 
YOU to shoot it  down. And this 
is what they are now doing . . . 
in Korea, in( Malaya, in  Indo
china, in Morocco, and now in 
Egypt.

NOT OUR WAR
Yes, fo r all the representatives 

of capitalism and imperialism 
“ the bell tolls.”

I f  we allow oui-selves to be 
overcome by the fumes of “na
tional unity,” - i f  we unite with the 
Tories in try ing to stop the 
inevitable, then we, too, shall go 
do\vn to the destruction which 
surely awaits this imperialist 
.system.

,And, in that case, we shall 
deserve to. For what does the 
Egyptian peasant and worker 
want? Bread and land fo r him
self and his children and a coun
try  free from foreign domination. 
How can Labor deny these things 
which we accept as a right for 
ourselves?

TORIES MAIN ENEMY
Labor has nothing to fear from 

the Egyptian people. They do not 
want to impose any burdens on 
our backs. They do not want to 
drive us into war factories, 
shatter our social • services and 
reduce the educational standards 
of our children. I t  is the Tories 
who want to, and must, do all

these things so that we shall 
build the tanks and guns with 
which to shoot down the peoples 
of Egypt, Korea and Malaya.

Shame on our Movement i f  it  
accepts this ghoulish Tory prop
osition! We shall be laying a rod 
fo r our own backs. How can we 
snatch from the Tories the guns 
which are undermining our 
standard of life, i f  we agree that 
these guns should be used against 
'our fellow-workers in Egypt?

I f  we are REALLY opposed to 
Toryism, i f  we REALLY want to 
bring them down and thus secure 
another, and better, Labor Gov
ernment, we shall do all in our 
power it) frustrate these Tory 
plots against the freedom of the 
Egyptian people.

The poor farmers and workers 
of Egypt and the Sudan are our 
ppople. The British Tories are 
not.

Stand by the Egyptian people! 
Withdraw all British troops!

plete without another “ refutation”  
of Marxism, and Eisenhower sup
plies that too. Marx, he said in a 
speech to the American Bar Asso
ciation in St. Louis on Labor 
Day, 1949, preached “ the false
hood of an inescapable class 
warfare that would continue 
w ithin such a society as ours 
u n til/ by violence the workers 
erased all traces of traditional 
government. I f  Marx were right, 
this day should be, in all our 
great country, an annually recur
ring provocation to 'rio t, physical 
strife and civil disorder. The 
factual evidence of his blunder is 
so-, clear that i t  ought not to 
require emphasis.”

“ REFUTES”  MARX
But Eisenhower fe lt he needed 

some additional evidence besides 
the absence o f riots on Labor 
Day. What was Marx’s error, ac
cording to the general? He did 
not consider “ the many thousands 
of times each year in meetings 
of management when business
men — though prim arily charged 
w ith cncern fo r cost, production, 
distribution, and profit •— subor
dinate those material things to 
increasing the welfare of their 
employees.”  Also: “ He could not 
imagine a great nation in which 
there is no proletariat, in which 
labor is the middle class that he 
so much despised and hated.”

But on the very next page after 
this “ crushing”  refutation of 
Marxist predictions about the 
permanence of class warfare 
under capitalism, Eisenhower, ap
pealing fo r closer class collabora
tion between capital and labor, 
forgets himself and complains 
that American "industrial rela
tions . . .  now sometimes appear 
to be no better than a state of 
armed truce, punctuated by out
breaks of industrial warfare.”

FBI Arrest Ten 
Ku Kluxers-For 
Molesting Whites

The FB I’s widely publicized 
arrest of ten members of the Ku 
Klux Klan in North Carolina on 
Feb. 16 should not deceive 
anyone into believing that now 
the government has started a 
drive to stop the lynch-terrorism 
practiced against Negroes and 
other m inority groups in the 
South.

In the firs t place, the ten K lux
ers were not aiTested fo r flog
ging Negroes (although they had 
done that) but fo r flogging a 
white man and woman. In the 
second place, the Kluxers were 
seized only because they made 
the mistake of transporting their 
victims across the state line into 
South Carolina, thereby opening 
themselves to a Federal charge of 
kidnapping.

The North Carolina case does 
not constitute a warning to the 
KKK that the FB I is out to get 
them fo r their racist crimes. On 
the contrary, all i t  constitutes is 
a warning that (1) they had 
better lay o ff whites, and (2) they 
had better not take their flogging 
victims across a state line.

The fact s till remains: Despite 
all the demands and promises of 
“ vigorous action,”  not one terror
ist has been arrested by the FBI 
fo r attacking Negroes since the 
current outbreak of violence 
against them began about four 
months ago.

The conclusion still holds: The 
capitalist government in Wash
ington cannot be depended on to 
protect the rights or lives of 
m inority groups threatened by 
terrorism; the m inority groups, 
in alliance w ith the labor move
ment, s till have to defend them
selves.

Beaten by Ku Klux Klan

Notice
To Subscribers

Due to a breakdown in the 
printing press at the shop 
where the M ilitant is printed, 
circulation of last week’s issue 
was delayed. Regular publica
tion schedule is resumed this 
week.

The Editor

Dorothy Martin (1.) and Ben Grainger, who were kidnapped 
and beaten t i l l  their blood flowed, have accused ten Ku Klux Klan 
members of the crime. The ten Ku K lux terrorists were arrested 
by the FBI because they had taken their victims across a state line.
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THE REVOLUTION 
AND SOCIAL CHANCE

-----------------------------  By H arry Frankel

With this installment, we conclude publication 
of this series. Readers who would like to get 
back issues of The M ilitant containing previous 
installments should address their requests to the 
Business Manager.

*  *  t-

The American Revolution comprised, as we 
have seen, not merely a revolt against Great 
Britain, but also a struggle by the farmers, ar
tisans, planters and sections of the merchant 
class against the wealthy ru ling  classes of the 
colonies: the large landowners, big merchants 
and the top layers of the clergy and professional 
class. This fig h t of class against class resulted 
in important social changes in America.

The Agrarian Revolution
Charles A. Beard writes: “ . . . The American 

Revolution was more than a war on England. I t  
was in truth  an economic, social and intellectual 
transformation of prime significance — the firs t 
of those modern world-shaking reconstruc
tions. . . ”

The most important single social aspect of the 
revolution was agrarian. Decisive changes in the 
land system were wrought. The vast crown lands, 
slated to be formed into proprietary estates, 
were all confiscated outright. The question of 
their future disposition was fought out in the 
Continental Congress., where Sam Adams, sup
ported by Thomas Jefferson, enforced the rule 
that these lands were to be held by the state 
legislatures fo r the benefit of the inhabitants, 
rather than ceded to proprietors in large parcels.

Hundreds of vast landed estates were confis
cated, in most cases under laws that decreed fo r
feiture of property by persons found gu ilty  of 
Tory activity. However, some estates were con
fiscated even where the ir owners went along 
w ith the Revolution. For example, the Virgin ia 
estate of Lord Fairfax, one of the most extensive 
in the country, was taken from him despite the 
fact that he never opposed the Revolution, but 
solely because of revolutionary opposition to 
landholding aristocracy.

The confiscation and division of these large

estates and the Croiyn lands were accompanied 
by the destruction of all feudal and semi-feudal 
property laws, such as primogeniture and entail 
which were designed to hold the big estates in 
tact, and quit rents, which cost the colonists tens 
of thousands of dollars each year. Further, the laws 
which restricted voting to owners of land were 
largely eliminated. While many property qualifi
cations remained after the Revolution, a citizen 
no longer had to own land ip order to vote. Per
sonal property of any type sufficed.

These changes add up to a social revolution on 
the land. A ll restrictions on the development of 
capitalist agriculture were removed. The land- 
holding aristocracy held enormous political and 
economic power in some parts of New England, 
throughout the middle colonies of New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, and to some degree in 
the southern colonies solely by virtue of its 
ownership of land. This landholding aristocracy 
was smashed and was never able to rise again 
in the United States.

Property, Slavery and the Church
Property confiscation was not limited to land

holders alone. Many merchants, clergymen and 
professional men lost their fortunes through the 
action of revolutionary decrees and tribunals. 
I t  is d ifficu lt to estimate the extent of property 
values confiscated by the revolutionary people. 
A t the end of the war, a group of some 2,560 
exiled Tories appealed to .the British Parliament 
fo r restitution of their losses. A  commission ap
pointed to s ift and reduce their claims arrived 
at the conclusion that this group had lost about 
$40,000,000 in property values. This was the ex
tent of property lost by perhaps 2% percent 
of the exiled Tories. For purposes of comparison, 
the total land valuation in the U.S. ten years 
after this time was only about ten times this 
amount.

Although exact figures are not available, in 
dications are that these confiscations add up to 
one of the largest non-compensated expropria
tions on record in the capitalist revolutions of 
the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries.

Slavery was seriously shaken. As a direct re
sult of the revolutibn, and partly as a result of 
the participation of Negroes in the revolution 
(there was an average of 54 Negroes in each 
of Washington’s battalions), about 11 or 12 per
cent of the slaves were freed. Most important, 
slavery was abolished in the six Northern and 
Middle colonies, thus establishing the solid non
slave area which was to serve as the base fo r 
the later assault on Southern slavery.

An established church existed in nine of the 
thirteen colonies prior to the revolution. In most 
cases, the established church was one which was 
adhered to by a m inority of the people. These 
church institutions received financial support out 
of public tax money, and were fu rther buttressed 
by various discriminatory religious laws. Estab
lishment of the church was to ta lly destroyed as 
a result of the revolution.

Growth of Industrial Capitalism
Nor did the merchants escape unscathed. This 

class, and particularly its wealthiest portions, 
was shaken to its foundations by expropriations 
of property* loss of former power and position, 
exile and impoverishment. Its  place was taken by 
an overhauled capitalist class, very different in 
personnel and changing in the nature of its  ac
tivities.

The colonial capitalist class was predominantly 
merchant-capitalist. I t  made its money, not by 
producing commodities fo r sale upon the market, 
but by buying them cheap and selling them 
dearer. In other words, this class did not trans
form the old modes of production, but preserved 
and exploited them. Its dominance was therefore 
reactionary.

The American Revolution, while not definitely 
bringing the dominance of merchant capitalism 
to an end, established the conditions fo r its de
struction. A ll restrictions on the development of 
industrial capitalism were destroyed, at least in 
the northern region of the nation. Moreover, the 
state power was utilized to facilitate the growth 
of the capitalist mode of production. The fact 
tha t’ manufacturing took an immediate upward 
leap in, the years during and immediately follow
ing the revolution is not at a ll accidental.

The place vacated by the old wealthy classes 
was taken by a new aristocracy of wealth, which 
was soon fa r richer than the old. These are the 
rich we have w ith us yet, the capitalist class 
that still.ru les over America. A t that time, this 
class was progressive, since i t  had a great mis
sion to fu lf ill.  I t  would destroy slavery, settle 
the whole continent, develop production, m ultiply

factories, mines, mills, transportation facilities. 
I t  was to be the organizer of a vast and immense
ly  productive economy. In the process, this class 
would become bloated w ith wealth, senile and 
reactionary. I t  would bring into being its own 
gravedigger, the industrial working class of 
America, by transforming the immense majority 
of the people into property-less proletarians.

From our vantage point in time, we can thus 
see the part played by the American Revolution 
in the growth of our nation, and in preparation 
fo r the socialist stage of society on this continent. 
The immense struggles of labor against the en
slaving power of capital which are now develop
ing have the ir roots in the revolutionary past.

The workers’ socialist movement w ill produce 
new Sam Adamses in the coming struggles. These 
new revolutionists w ill d iffe r in many ways from 
Sam Adams, fo r they w ill be socialists, and not 
petty-bourgeois individualists. They w ill d iffe r 
from him in many other aspects of ideology and 
background. But (hey w ill not d iffe r from him 
in one respect at least. The coming Sam Adamses, 
like the Adams of old, w ill know how to pursue 
the struggle o f the oppressed w ith  courage, w ith 
intelligence, w ith devotion, until they see the 
fig h t through to a victorious conclusion.

*  *  *

We have not attempted, in these articles, to 
deal w ith every aspect of Sam Adams’ career. 
For example, his reactionary attitude towards 
the Shays’ Rebellion of New England farmers 
in the post-revolutionary period has not come 
within our scope. We have been concerned w ith 
Sam Adams solely as a revolutionist.

The a rt of revolution occupies a peculiar posi
tion in world history. There is perhaps no other 
that is mastered by so few, and is of service to 
so many. Like all other revolutionists, Sam 
Adams, who devoted his life  to this art, met with 
social disfavor fo r most of his life, and the very 
height of social approbation when i t  came into 
its own, as a revolutionary crisis gripped the 
nation.

Sam Adams is the revolutionist w ithout peer 
in American history. His command of the revolu
tionary art, and of its associated skills of pro
paganda, organization and strategy, has never 
been equalled on this continent.

Like all great revolutionists, Sam Adams be
longs to the people. His glory and his triumph 
came w ith the glory and triumph of the people. 
His fame w ill shine brigh tly  once again in the 
admiration and affection of the people when they 
rule this land once more.

The End.



Viva Zapata!
■■■ — ■ ■■ By Jerry W arren ----------

Viva Zapata is an exciting, well-directed, well- 
acted movie. W ith considerable fide lity  to h is
tory i t  tells the story of Emiliano Zapata’s role 
in the Mexican Revolution of 1010 t i l l  his assas
sination in 1919.

Most Americans w ill derive their f irs t knowl
edge of the great Mexican revolutionary leader 
and the Zapatista movement from this movie. 
And while a movie is no substitute fo r history 
or biography, yet those who see Viva Zapata 
w ill get a correct general idea of how and what 
the Zapatistas fought for. This may inspire many 
to read about the Mexican Revolution, and Edg- 
cumb Pinchon’s novelized biography of Zapata, 
on which the film  is largely based, is a good 
book with which to begin.

The film  begins w ith the portrayal of Zapata’s 
evolution into a rebel against the sugar planta
tion owners of his native state, Morelos, and the 
brutal dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. Inability 
to silently witness the injustices of the regime 
forces Zapata into the hills as an outlaw. 
His guerrilla movement, based on the peons of 
Morelos, becomes the southern army of the revo
lution, represented in the North by the armies 
of Villa, Carranza and the liberal politician, Ma- 
dero.

In life  the thing that distinguished Zapata from 
all the other leaders of the long Mexican revolu
tion was his unswerving demand fo r distribu
tion of the land to the peasants. This is well 
brought out in the film . I t  is on the land issue 
that Zapata fo r nine years leads his armies and 
breaks w ith every president and .dictator who 
comes to power in Mexico City. The political re
former, Madero, who w ill not settle the agrarian 
question, the dictator Huerta who overthrows 
and murders Madero, Carranza — all of them 
are fought by the indomitable agrarian revolu
tionist, Zapata.

Some critics have waxed sardonic about Marlon 
Brando’s characterization of the revolutionary 
leader. While other interpretations of Zapata’s 
personality certainly were possible, one thing 
is obvious. Having decided on this characteriza
tion, Brando and the director, Elia Kazan, stuck 
to i t  consistently and made i t  convincing. I t  cer
ta in ly serves to underline the two main features

that make Zapata the greatest figure to emerge 
from  Mexico’s revolutionary decade — his in 
corruptibility and his unrelenting determination 
that the peasants should get the land.

Throughout the film  there is only one piece 
— a brief one — of propaganda. That is an ex
planation of why Madero fled to the U.S. from 
the prisons of Dictator Porfirio Diaz. "There is 
political democracy in the United States. The 
righ t of asylum. What we want to have here in 
Mexico,”  or words to that effect, are said.

This, of course, is an outright falsehood. U.S. 
imperialism was one of the chief beneficiaries 
of the Diaz dictatorship and the American press 
and the whole government apparatus was at 
Diaz’s service. There was blood on the hands 
of President Taft, his attorney general, Ambas
sador Creel, the U.S. Secret Service, the immigra
tion officials, state governments, Texas Rangers, 
local sheriffs, etc., who ruthlessly turned Mexi
can political refugees over to Diaz and his firm
ing squads. One of the glories of the American 
socialist movement of those days was that i t  suc- 
ceedecLin some cases in saving Mexican political 
refugees from deportation.

While this is thg only sin of commission in the 
movie there are many sins of omission. The role 
of U.S. imperialism against the Mexican Revo
lution is nowhere depicted. Even in the scenes 
showing the palace revolution against Madero and 
his assassination there is no hint of the leading 
part played by the U.S. Ambassador. Nor is the 
Catholic hierarchy, arch-enemy of the Revolution, 
mentioned. Needless to say, the "solidarity ex
pressed by the Zapatistas w ith the Russian Revo
lution and their parades w ith slogans hailing 
Lenin, Trotsky and the Bolsheviks (whom they 
called “ the Zapatistas of Russia” ) are omitted.

The major shortcoming of the film  is that i t  
fa ils to give the audience a sense of the scope 
and duration of the Zapatista movement. I t  was 
not confined to Morelos -r- at one time southern 
Mexico from Atlantic to Pacific was under the 
rule of Zapata’s peasant republic. Zapata took 
Mexico City twice and successfully led his armies 
fo r nine years. Nor did his agrarian program 
die when he was assassinated. The land reforms 
of present-day Mexico are direct results of his 
great struggle.

The U. S. Votes No
-----------------------  By Fred Hart -----------------------

“ A ll peoples shall have the righ t of self-deter
mination.”

In the past the spokesmen of U.S. imperialism 
paid lip-service to this principle, during both 
World War I and World War II. But today they 
oppose it, and vote against it.

That is what happened on Feb. 5 in Paris, at 
the final meeting of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. A resolution was introduced to ' 
include in a proposed covenant on human rights a 
provision fla tly  stating the principle quoted above.

The U.S. delegation voted against it. So did the 
Western European countries w ith colonial em
pires, the non-Asian members of the British em
pire, and Brazil. The resolution was supported by 
the Soviet bloc, and most Latin-American, Arab, 
Asian and African delegations. I t  was passed 
by 36 to 11 w ith 12 abstentions.

Of course the resolution by itself is not going 
to provide self-determination to any country now 
denied it, and neither w ill the covenant to be 
drafted by the Commission on Human Rights. 
But i t  was valuable, and deserves the publicity 
that the capitalist press did not give it, because 
i t  showed where the U.S. government stands to

day on merely a verbal declaration such as it 
never hesitated to support in the past.

Another part of the resolution asked the Com
mission on Human Rights to appeal to members 
of the UN to avoid “ maneuvers calculated to 
frustrate”  self-determination and abstain from 
"aggression under the guise of defense.”  This 
part of the resolution was supported by Egypt 
and other victims of imperialist domination, and 
was opposed by the U.S. and allied imperialist 
powers, who succeeded in deleting it, by 21 to 
19 w ith nine abstentions.

Eleanor Roosevelt, leading the fig h t against 
the resolution that was adopted, complaihed that 
its wording was “ not satisfactory”  because i t  
did not specify when, how and to what extent 
i t  was to be implemented, and because i t  gave 
“ no leeway whatever, as i t  is worded, to the 
Commission on Human Rights in drafting provi
sions on self-determination.”

But these fake arguments fooled nobody. The 
real objection of the U.S. delegation was that 
the resolution was TOO specific. They want 
“ leeway”  to keep on stalling and time fo r more 
“ maneuvers calculated to frustrate”  the just de
mands of oppressed nations.

Notes from the News
SCRAM! . . .  While campaigning through Wiscon
sin recently in his bid to get the Republican 
presidential nomination, Senator Taft went 
through the Chevrolet auto plant in Janesville. 
As he walked down the assembly line the co
father of the Taft-H artlcy Law stopped and tried 
to show how friendly he was to labor by shaking 
hands with a worker. The CIO worker, A1 Heinkc, 
however, refused the “ honor”  and told the big
w ig politician, “ Go on — I ’ve got my work to do.”

*  *  «

“ IT ’S A SAI) COMMENTARY, but when you 
have police ordering police around, things are 
pretty bad.”  — Col. A rthur S. Bell, acting civil 
defense director commenting on the scene of the 
th ird  airplane crash in Elizabeth, N. J., when 
more than 2,000 badge-wearing officials descend
ed on the scene of the disaster and got in each 
other’s way.

*  *  *

OLIVER EDMUND CHUBB, former head of the 
State Department’s Office of Chinese A ffa irs, 
cleared by a Loyalty Board of charges fo r which 
Secretary Acheson suspended him last June, im
mediately handed in his resignation and received 
voluntary retirement status. He said he did this 
because even though he had been cleared of “ dis
loyalty”  once, he was exposed to “ future jeopardy 
on the same or sim ilar grounds.”  He must have 
been thinking of John Stewart Service, who was 
cleared six times and then fired the seventh.

«*«>>>>
KKK CROSS AT HARVARD. . . Although the 
news was suppressed, reports leaked out.tha t a 
fie ry  cross had been burned in the Harvard Col
lege Yard in fron t of dormitories housing nine 
Negro students. Said to have been placed and l i t  
by three unidentified students, the burning Ku 
Klux symbol w'as soon knocked down by booing 
students.

*  £  *

BOOK BURNING. . . The Sapulpa, Okla., Board 
of Education revealed that i t  had removed and 
burned certain books in the High School Library. 
Charles Hartman, spokesman fo r the Board, re-
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fused to give the titles of the burned books add
ing that they were “ volumes of no consequence.”  
He revealed, however, that one of the books was 
a history that allegedly was too approving of 
socialism and that others dealt too frankly with 
sex. Hartman said that the women’s group that 
purged the library shelves was' so thorough that 
i t  even looked up the background of some of the 
authors.

* * *
NOT SO FAR OFF. . . President Tinman in a 
banquet speech referred to President Grover 
Cleveland, who, she said, became loved fo r the 
enemies he made. “ I  hope they w ill love me fo r 
that same reason when the time comes,”  Tru
man continued. Cleveland was the president who 
inaugurated “ Government by Injunction”  in the 
railroad strike of 1894 and imprisoned strike 
leader Eugene V. Debs. He was loved by the 
railroad trusts fo r that. Truman resembles strike
breaker Cleveland in his use of injunctions and 
strikebreaking against the railroad and other 
unions. Finally, no one but Wall Street loved 
Cleveland, who became so discredited that in 
1896 his own party had to repudiate him.

* * *
GIDEON SPEAKS. . . Henry A. Wallace, not-so- 
long-ago darling of the Stalinists and former 
leader of the Progressive Party, has written two 
congratulatory letters to career-stool pigeon Her
bert A. Philbrick, who became a national “ hero” 
fo r his spying in the Communist Party. Wallace 
wrote that he was impressed by Philbrick’s “ evi
dent sincerity and desire to give the facts.”

*  *  *

BLOODY PROFITS. . . Casualties in U.S. coal 
mines totalled 39,040 fo r 1951. Of these 790 were 
killed. The coal operators and their political 
stooges are busy fighting legislation to compel 
mines to follow the Bureau of Mines Safety Code. 

* » *
TRENTON’S JIM CROW JUSTICE.. .  Last Aug. 
19 Trenton police, infuriated by revelations of 
their anti-Negro policy in the Trenton Six case, 
committed another atrocity. In  the Negro neigh
borhood police ordered a group of people talking 
on a street corner to move. When the people 
objected they shot and killed Robert Kelly, 26- 
year old veteran whose “ attitude”  had brought 
him police persecution fo r a year. This month 
Trenton “ justice”  wound up the case. Kelly’s 
mother, who had tried to stop the police, was 
fined $100 dollars and two brothers, also present 
at the murder scene, were sent to prison with 
one-year and three months sentences.

* * *
DANGEROUS SENSE OF HUMOR. . . Recently 
a retired Ohio railroad worker sent a postcard 
to Secretary of the Treasury John W. Snyder. 
The card said: “ I  like your dollars but not your 
sense,”  followed by his name and address. He 
was visited by representatives of the FBI and 
intelligence section of the Interna] Revenue Dept.
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Husband Killed in Mine Blast

Six United Mine Workers members were killed and four others 
injured in a coal mine explosion near Greensburg, Pa. A nurse is 
try ing to comfort Mrs. Mary Magrey, whose husband was one of 
those killed. Coal operators are s till fighting against mine safety 
legislation.

SITDOWN ANNIVERSARY 
MEETING HELD IN FLINT

By Fred Perry
FLINT, Feb. 17 — Five locals of the CIO United Auto 

Workers in this city joined today in celebrating- the 15th 
anniversary of the victory of the sitdown strikes which 
forced General Motors to grant®

Joint LA . Rally Protests 
Anti-Negro Lynch-Terror

union recognition.
A banquet attended by 2,000 

was held at the IM A hall. The 
capitulation of GM to the F lin t 
auto workers in 1937 was the 
most important victory of the 
CIO organizing drive. Speakers 
included Walter Reuther, Emil 
Mazey, Roy Reuther, Jack Living
stone and other officers of the 
UAW, Governor Williams, and 
three prominent leaders of the 
’37 strike who are now out of the 
union — Bob Travis, Wyndam 
Mortimer and Leo Krzycki.

For an occasion of this sig
nificance an attendance of 2,000 
cannot be considered much of a 
success; especially when i t  is 
compared to a rally in a previous 
year at which John L. lyewis 
spoke to some 5,000 or more 
workers. I t  had been announced 
that John L. Lewis was to be 
among the speakers but he did 
not appear. The Arrangements 
Committee consisting of B ill 
Genske, Financial Secretary of 
Fisher #1, Cy Davis, Pres, of 
Fisher #2, and Leo Haley, Pres, 
of AC, went to Washington more 
than two months ago in an 
attempt to get Lewis to speak. 
They were unsuccessful in getting 
to see Lewis, who claimed to be 
sick.

Nevertheless, the committee 
publicly announced that Lewis 
was going to appear. However, 
it  was obvious to anyone who 
heard the committee’s report 
that Lewis was refusing to 
attend; most likely because he 
was piqued at the fact that 
Gosser, Livingstone and other 
Reutherite bureaucrats w ith no 
record of participation in the 
sitdowns were to be given equal 
b illing  on the program.

Besides this boner on Lewis the

S. F. Community 
Excludes Chinese

By R. Gale
SAN FRANCISCO — Supreme 

Court decision against restrictive 
covenants does not apply in 
California! This is the attitude of 
home owners in the Southwood 
district of South San Francisco 
which prevented a Chinese family, 
the Sing Shengs, from buying a 
home here. A fte r Sheng had made 
his down payment on the house, 
complaints and objections started 
to pour in.

Sheng fought with the Chinese 
Nationalist Sixth Arm y during 
World War I I .  In 1947 he came 
to the United States to study fo r 
the diplomatic service and planned 
to return to China after he 
graduated from ' college. But 
after the Chinese Communist 
Party came to power in the revo
lution there Sheng decided to 
come to San Francisco where he 
got a job as an airline mechanic.

.Sheng, who believed all . the 
stories about democracy in Amer
ica, decided to put “ democracy 
to a test”  at a meeting called by 
the home owners to which he was 
invited. He proposed a secret 
ballot on his r ig h t to live in  the 
community. Sheng’s belief in 
democracy received a serious blow 
when the votes were counted. Out 
of 216 votes returned, 174 ob
jected to his liv ing there, 28 had 
no objections, and 14 no opinion.

American imperialism’s brand 
of democracy to the colonial and 
semi - colonial people — even 
those of its so-called “ allies”  — 
once again is proven to be false.

Arrangements Committee anger
ed many old-timers by their 
failure to send banquet invita
tions to members of the 1937 
Chevrolet Flying Squad which 
fought so courageously and ef
fectively against the violence of 
the company goons and cops. 
Most of the old-timers also 
resented very keenly the com
mittee’s failure, for partisan 
political reasons, to invite such 
respected local leaders as Kermit 
Johnson, chairman of the Chev
rolet Strike Committee, and 
Genora Johnson Dollinger, former 
president of the Women’s Auxi
liary and organizer o f the 
Women’s Emergency Brigade in 
1937 which played such an heroic 
role.

A ll the speakers attempted to 
re-glorify Roosevelt and Frank 
Murphy, governor of Michigan in 
1937. They attempted to convey 
the impression that the strike 
could not have been won without 
the help of these two “ friends of 
labor.”  However, Wyndam Mor
timer, while taking part in this 
adulation, pointed out that in 
reality Roosevelt, Murphy and 
■the rest of the “ New Deal”  poli
ticians based their strength on 
labor, and not labor its strength 
on these politicos. But a review 
of the labor history of this period 
w ill show that these New Dealers 
went along with the great labor 
upsurge of the 1930’s simply be
cause they were unable to crush 
it.

An undercurrent of this whole 
rally was the serious unemploy
ment in the F lin t area. An unem
ployment committee of Negro 
end white auto workers, made 
their way into a reception given 
at the plush Durant Hotel by the 
union heads for Governor W il
liams. Here they embarrassed 
Williams and Reuther by asking 
what was going to be done to 
relieve the 'unemployment situa
tion.

capacity audience filled every seat 
in the Socialist Workers Party 
hall last night to hear George 
Clarke speak on “ The Coming In 
ternational Showdown.”  Tracing 
world developments from the 
time of the Russian Revolution 
in 1917 to the present, Clarke 
showed the inevitable march of 
hundreds of millions of peoples 
toward the revolutionary social
ist solution of contemporary 
world problems.

■ “ One th ird of the globe has 
been torn from the dying system 
of capitalism, from the river 
Elbe to the China Sea,”  he said, 
“ and the movement leaps from 
country to country and from 
continent to continent.”

Analyzing the driving forces 
of American imperialism, Clarke 
described how the Wall Street- 
Washington. political machine is 
blindly rushing into a Third 
World War, trampling upon the 
rights of the peoples in Europe 
and Asia and destroying the 
traditional democratic rights of 
the American people at the same 
time.

“ What are the opposing forces 
in this coming showdown?”  he 
asked. “ On the one side there is

By Lois Saunders
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 22 — In 

a dramatic united outpouring 
here last night, 5,000 people of 
all races and creeds massed at the 
Shrine auditorium to protest the 
ruthless terror that has swept 
Florida.

In the largest demonstration in 
Los Angeles since World War II, 
the powerful labor movement, 
Jewish, civic, liberal and religious

Street Car Strike 
In San Francisco 
Ends in Victory

(Continued from page 1) 
unions but whose unions were not 
recognized as official bargain
ing units by the city government.

The mayor thought that this 
was a powerful club in his hands. 
He issued an ultimatum that 
the 91 cable men either get back 
on the job by Wednesday noon or 
be suspended, w ith loss of their 
civil service pensions. Their ans
wer was an appeal to the other 
car barns and the entire city was 
tied up to protect the 91 men.

CITY CAPITULATES
Throughout the strike, the city 

officials screamed: “ You can’t 
strike against your city govern
ment.”  On the th ird day an in
junction was issued against pick
eting. A t the same time an in
junction was issued requiring the 
city to immediately grant the 
eight in ten provision to the cable 
men.

The picketing injunction came 
at the same time as the granting 
of the strike demands and there
fore i t  did not play the role that 
it m ight have in drawing the class 
lines even sharper. The AFL 
membership were prepared to 
fight such an injunction. A strike 
committee was elected to provide 
leadership in the event their of
ficials were arrested and plans 
were already set to replace this 
committee i f  i t  got arrested.

What the CIO would do i f  the 
court issued an injunction against 
AFL picketing was a question 
during the strike. President Henry 
S. Foley of the CIO said: “ I  feel 
that removal of the picket line 
would remove any reason fo r the 
CIO carmen not to go to work.” 
This did not express the feeling 
of the CIO membership who were 
in complete sympathy with the 
strike. There was no indication 
whatever that they would go 
through a picket line, visible or 
otherwise.

For three days cars were park
ed all down the middle of Market 
Street as San Francisco drove, 
hitched or walked to work. No 
publicity was put out by the 
unions other than a newspaper ad 
on the legal angle but the general 
attitude of the working people 
in this union town was one of 
admiration fo r the solidarity of 
the strike.

The flagrant anti-labor attitude 
of Mayor Robinson, whose elec
tion was supported by many local 
labor leaders, gave a clear poli
tical lesson to the workers of the 
city on the necessity of electing 
their own labor candidates into 
the city government.

Franco, Chiang Kai - shek, Bao 
Dai, Syngman Rhee, the Nazi 
generals recently lifted from the 
dust bin of history, the Vatican 
and the rest of the crew of 
parasites led by the Wall St.reet- 
Washington cabal while on the 
other stand the starved coolies 
of Asia, the workers and peasants 
of Europe, the people of Africa 
and South America and all those 
who are struggling against im
perialism. We of the Socialist 
Workers Party take our stand 
w ith these people,”  he declared, 
“ and they w ill triumph in tlie 
end.”

By Jane Sebastian
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 17 — 

A powerful picture of the revo
lutionary upsurge of the world 
working masses was given here 
by George Clarke at a meeting 
last night.

Clarke, now on a national 
speaking tour after a year in 
Europe, described the Korean war 
and the prospective Third World 
War as “ counter - revolutionary” 
wars, intended to suppress anti
imperialist and anti - capitalist 
struggles all over the world.

The audience, including ware
house workers, Negroes and 
students contributed generously 
to a collection. Although a social

groups demonstrated by their 
presence that the Negroes are 
not alone in their fight against 
discrimination and intimidation.

The demonstration was pro
foundly significant. The meeting 
was fa r away in time and distance 
from the events which called it  
into being. I t  was held two 
months after the bombing murd
ers of the Florida NAACP leader, 
Harry T. Moore, and his wife, 
Harriet, which climaxed the flog
gings, cross - burnings, bombings 
and murders that have flared un
checked throughout Florida. And 
Florida is 3,000 miles from Los 
Angeles.

The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People took the initiative. I t  
recognized that the labor move
ment and the other m inority 
groups would share their opposi
tion to the bloody events occur
ring at the other end of the na
tion, i f  only they were informed 
cf what is taking place.

Their appeal fo r support did

UAW Local Urges 
Detroit Stoppage 
In Jobless Fight

DETROIT — Expressing the 
anger and bitterness of the auto 
workers to the testimony of- 
W illis  Hall, representative of 
Detroit’s Chamber of Commerce 
and other employer spokesmen 
in Washington, the General 
Council of Local 212 adopted a 
strong resolution on the unem
ployment crisis at its meeting 
Saturday.

Kenneth Morris, President of 
Local 212, introduced a resolution 
reviewing the background of the 
unemployment fight and sharply 
condemned the testimony of Hall 
in Washington that “ 105,000 un
employed was ‘normal’ fo r De
tro it.”

During discussion on the Morris 
resolution an amendment was 
offered urging the International 
Executive Board to set a date 
for a city-wide, stopwork demon
stration to effectively bring to 
the attention of the American 
people the plight of Detroit’s un
employed and the solid support of 
the membership behind the pro
gram of fu ll unemployment coni; 
pensation. A fte r considerable 
discussion on the unemployment 
problem, the resolution was 
adopted as amended.

Even though 40,000 unemployed 
in Michigan have already ex
hausted their benefits and 7,000 
more exahust their benefits 
weekly i t  is clear that the Moody- 
Dingell b ill in Washington to 
supplement state compensation 
does not stand a chance for 
favorable action i f  le ft to the 
whims of the politicians. S im ilarly 
the measures in the Michigan, 
legislature appear headed for 
certain defeat. I t  is obvious that 
nothing w ill come from the beg
gings and pleadings of the “ labor 
statesmen.”  Only direct action by 
the mass of the auto workers can 
frighten the boss politicians into 
action favorable to labor.

The fact that this is being 
recognized by advanced auto 
workere can be seen in the 
adoption of the Briggs resolution.

had been planned to follow the 
meeting, members of the audience 
were so stimulated by Clarke’s 
forceful speech that they prefer
red ta lking over political and 
union problems, to dancing. Many 
stayed until two in the morning.

Tonight another Clarke meet
ing was held in Oakland where 
an audience of auto workers, both 
men and women, from the large 
Oakland Negro community, and 
many University of California 
students, was deeply impressed 
by his presentation of the pros
pects fo r a world - wide social 
change.

Immediately on his arrival in 
San Francisco, Clarke was taken 
to the Sutro Forest, studios of 
KGO-TV fo r a brief appearance, 
which was long enough, how
ever, fo r him to let his television 
audience know that what the peo
ple of Europe want is a change, 
toward socialism or communism. 
He said that no benefits from 
the Marshall Plan go to the work
ing people of Europe.

Later in the week he made a 
tape recording fo r Ann Holden’s 
KGO radio program. In this he 
spoke passionately against the 
Florida bombing outrages and fo r 
the immediate need to organize 
a natiomyide fight fo r civil 
rights.

not. go unanswered. Sharing the 
platform with NAACP represen
tatives were Alfred T. Lunceford, 
secretary-treasurer of the Greater 
Los Angeles CIO Council; Thomas 
Ranford, president of the Los 
Angeles Central Labor Council; 
C. V. O’Halloran, regional director 
of the CIO United Auto Workers; 
City Councilman Edward Roybal, 
a representative of the Mexican- 
American community; and spokes
men of a dozen other labor, 
minority, liberal, civic and relig
ious organizations.

DANGEROUS PATTERN
The NAACP set the tone of the 

meeting and provided the prin
cipal speaker, Walter White, its 
executive secretary. White point
ed out that the events in Florida 
are part of a dangerous pattern 
and linked this pattern w ith the 
budding semi - fascist organiza
tions springing up, such as the 
'America Plus movement in Cali
fornia. He also said the people of 
Asia, Africa, India and the 
Caribbean are asking themselves: 
How can we believe in Amer
ica’s protestations of democracy? 
What righ t have we dark-skinned 
people to believe that we, too, 
wouldn’t be treated in the same 
way the United States treats its 
Negroes?

Thomas Ranford of the A F L  
pointed out that “ any action 
against one m inority group is an 
action against this nation.”  He 
declared that the AFL officially 
condemns what happened in 
Florida, and called fo r similar 
rallies' to be held throughout the 
nation.

The events in Florida as they 
unfolded and the call for the 
Shrine demonstration were given 
(he silent treatment by the daily 
press. But the groundswell of 
sentiment for the protest was 
so strong that the County Board 
of Supervisors gave the meeting 
its endorsement. This was fo l
lowed a few days later by official 
approval from the City Council. 
Belatedly, the daily papers got 
around to giving meager publicity 
to the event.

EFFECT OF WITCH-HUNT
The demonstration at the Shrine 

illustrated again the extent of 
the ravages of the poisonous 
witch - hunt, and especially its 
effect upon liberals and the 
labor bureaucracy.

The crowd that turned out was 
a rebuff to the witch-hunters. But 
before the rally, the labor bureau
cracy was terrified at the thought 
that by showing their solidarity 
with the Negro people they might 
be branded as “ Reds,”  and that 
some “ Red”  organizations might 
creep in and take over. Publicity 
which they put out reeked with 
this fear. So obsessed were they 
by it, that, they utilized the 
preeious space accorded to them 
by the daily papers to advise all 
and sundry that no Communists 
were wanted, instead of using 
the opportunity to urge workers 
to support the meeting.

The witch-hunt also scared o ff 
Hollywood stars. So intimidated 
arc they by the “ investigations” 
of the various “ Un - American” 
committees, that they shied away 
from lending their names to the 
demonstration.

ROLE OF STALINISTS
The demonstration brought into 

focus the miserable role being 
played by the Stalinists. Here was 
a true united front against the 
injustices heaped upon the Negro 
people. The Stalinist People's 
World chose not to give • i t  
publicity. They carried only one 
brief report of the action taken 
by the UAW. Other than that, 
the People’s World was silent. 
They did not call upon their 
members to fill the Shrine. This 
ra lly they did not control and 
could not use fo r their aims. 
Therefore, though they dared not 
openly condemn it, they also did 
not support it.

The Socialist Workers Party 
although also not invited to join 
the rally, gave its fu ll support 
and did everything in its power 
to build the meeting. The SWP 
is not concerned with "con
tro lling”  movements and using 
them for its own advantage. I t  
is concerned instead with promot
ing the drive of the Negro people 
for their rights.

The major defect of the meet
ing — and an important one — 
was the fact that, after calling 
this impressive force into being, 
the NAACP gave no direction fo r 
future action. A mass demonstra
tion is excellent fo r giving voice 
to spontaneous protest. But i t  is 
fa r from enough. This united 
front now formed must be welded 
into a solid force, capable of 
striking out at the terror in 
Florida, the America Plus fascists 
in California, or wherever else 
reaction seeks to set the clock 
back.

GEORGE CLARKE DISCUSSES INTERNATIONAL 
SHOWDOWN AT MEETINGS ON WEST COAST

By Milton Alvin
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 24 — A


