
Young Socialists Indicted in Hoosier State 
Explain Ideas in Bloomington Press

—  See text of interview, page 4 —

Algerians W rest Concessions from  French
—  See story from Paris, page 6 —

Birmingham Racists Press Provocations; 
Southwide ‘Freedom Now’ Battle Mounts

HARLEM PROTESTS RACISM NORTH AND SOUTH. Despite rain huge crowd gathered in front 
of Harlem’s Hotel Theresa to hear wide range of civil rights spokesmen condemn open racism of 
South and somewhat disguised but equally virulent discrimination of North.

Kennedy Name Is Mud at Northern Rallies

Youth Lead Fight 
In NX. and Miss.

M A Y  22 —  The events in  B ir 
m ingham have precipitated a new 
wave o f mass demonstrations in  
cities across the South, inc lud ing 
K n o xv ille  and Nashville, Tenn., 
Greensboro and Durham, N.C., and 
Cambridge, M aryland. In  addition, 
the w e ll organized, m ilita n t boy
cott movement in  Jackson, Miss., 
is preparing “ intense d irect ac
tion ”  i f  desegregation is not begun 
“ fo r th w ith ”  in  M ississippi’s b ig 
gest city.

Over 100 high school and col
lege-age Negroes have been ar
rested in  K n o xv ille  since M ay 10 
fo r demonstrating at a movie 
theatre. In  Nashville, some 1,000 
Negro teenagers demonstrated in 
the downtown area, were attacked 
by racists and groups o f them 
defended themselves. Nashville 
M ayor Ben West subsequently ap
pointed a b i-ra c ia l committee to 
w ork out fu rth e r desegregation, 
thus granting one of the move
m ent’s chief demands. The Nash
v ille  movement is headed by John 
Lewis, chairman of the N ashville 
Student Nonvio lent Movement and 
Rev. K e lly  Smith.

A t Durham, N.C., some 2,000 
Negroes gathered outside c ity  ha ll 
May 20. The newly-elected ad
m in is tra tion  asked fo r two-weeks 
tim e to attem pt a solution to de
mands fo r fu rth e r desegregation. 
The Negroes refused, scattered 
over the downtown area, and 
staged sit-ins. A bout 1,000 were 
arrested. The day before there 
had been 700 arrests. W ith  the 
ja ils  bulging, the m ayor promised 
desegregation of seven restaurants 
May 21 and demonstrations were 
tem porarily  suspended.

In  nearby Greensboro, some 
1,400 arrests have been made 
since May 15. A  ra lly  M ay 20 ap
proved a boycott o f a ll w h ite  
stores. James Farmer, national d i
rector of the Congress of Racial 
Equality, told the ra lly  tha t dem
onstrations w ould continue u n til 
“ we get across-the-board desegre
gation.”  Rev. R ichard H icks de
clared: “ This boycott is no ch ild ’s 
play. This is w ar. This is rev
o lu tion.”

As this meeting took place in  
Greensboro — scene of the begin
ning of the s it- in  movement over 
three years ago —  the U.S. Su
preme Court threw  out the con- 

(Continued on Page 8)

Judge Drops Dead
Charles H. Brow n, B irm in g 

ham’s most hated judge, 
dropped dead May 16. He had 
given freedom fighters m ax
im um  180-day sentences and 
encouraged police to say “ n ig 
ger”  in  court. He died w h ile  
try in g  tw o Negroes arrested fo r 
having guarded a Negro m in 
ister’s home. W hile  the body 
was being removed, Rev. A . D. 
K ing  hastily  organized a p ray
er meeting fo r h im  in  the cor
ridor, b u t the Negro comm unity 
was soon chanting, “ One is 
gone, only ‘B u ll ’ to go.”

M A Y  22 —  The B irm ingham  
events have produced the largest 
demonstrations in the N orth  on 
behalf of Negro equality since the 
meetings protesting the Mississip
p i lynch ing  of Emmett T il l  in 
1955. W hile the present demon
strations have not been as mas
sive as those around the T il l  case, 
they have been more widespread 
and the slogans and speeches have 
been of a much more radical 
character, w ith  President John F. 
Kennedy coming in fo r heavy 
critic ism .

The country ’s largest demon
stration in  support of the B ir 
mingham Negroes occurred in  Bos
ton May 12, the day a fte r the 
n igh t o f the B irm ingham  bomb
ings. Ten thousand persons, a 
m a jo rity  of them Negroes, marched 
from  various points in  and around 
Boston onto the famous Common 
fo r a meeting. Local NAACP 
leaders denounced the “ quiet 
segregation”  that exists in  Boston, 
but Rev. James Bevel, who had 
flow n  up from  B irm ingham , stole 
the show. He criticized President 
Kennedy fo r saying the B irm ing 
ham demonstrations were i l l -  
timed. “ Segregation is w hat is i l l -  
tim ed,”  he countered. He pred ict
ed tha t after June 1 Alabama ja ils  
w il l  be overflow ing and urged stu
dents to jo in  the movement say
ing: “ There’s no better way to 
spend your summer vacation than 
in  ja il.”

In  Chicago, May 13, a protest 
march of 1,500 singing and 
chanting demonstrators, a m a jo rity  
Negro, marched through the cen
te r of town, ty ing  up a ll Loop 
rush-hour tra ff ic  and attracting 
thousands of spectators along the 
way.

They carried slogans protesting 
segregation in  the N orth  and 
South. Some of these were: 
“ B irm ingham  is Everywhere,”  
“ Freedom Now In  B irm ingham , 
Miss., and Chicago,”  “ Isn ’t  B ir 
m ingham P art of the New Fron
tie r? ”  and “ You W ant Free Elec
tions In  Cuba? W hat About M is
sissippi?”

The outdoor ra lly , w hich wound 
up the march, was opened by Bob 
Johnston, d irector of United Auto 
Workers Region 4, who promised 
support of the U AW  to the move
ment. Sylvia Fisher, of the C h i-

By Charles Gardner
Late developments in  the case 

of the three officers of the Indiana 
U n ivers ity  branch o f the Young 
Socialist A lliance indicted fo r 
“ subversion”  range from  .smear 
stories in  the local papers to 
grow ing support fo r the defendants 
by academic figures and students. 
The smear jobs in the press, w hile  
in tensify ing the w itch -hun t at
mosphere, reveal the true aim of 
the prosecutor in  the case — to 
in tim ida te  dissenters.

The Sunday, May 19, Ind iana- 
polis Star — owned by w ealthy 
Goldwater-supporter Eugene P u l
liam  —  ran a special “ inside”  sto
ry  on “ le ftis t activ ities”  at IU . 
This im aginative artic le  conjures 
up an in tricate, undercover “ Com
m unist conspiracy”  busy at w ork  
in  Bloomington. To encourage ex
pressions of any hostile, local feel-

cago-area friends of the Student 
Nonviolent Co-ordinating Com
mittee, demanded of M ayor Daley 
that he pub lic ly  denounce the use 
of dogs and fire  hoses; that he 
urge President Kennedy not to 
negotiate private  settlements w ith  
the racists as he had in  Green
wood; that the M ayor urge the 
president to call a national con
ference on c iv il rights to be held 
in  the South and to be addressed 
by the president; that he urge the 
president to accompany some Ne
groes to the registration offices in 

(Continued on Page 6)

ings against the students, the pa
per gave names, addresses and 
other details about YSA members, 
the ir parents, friends, acquaint
ances and those defending them.

The smear was especially de
signed to harass people w ork ing  
in defense of the indicted stu
dents. I t  singled out Paulann and 
W illiam  Groninger, officers of the 
Committee to A id  the B loom ing
ton Students —  w hich is handling 
the defense. I t  charged tha t they 
were YSA members and that they 
were liv in g  in  an apartment (in  
a house on a highway outside 
Bloom ington) which actually 
served as a “ secluded re trea t”  fo r 
campus “ le ftists.”  The location 
and address o f the house were 
given and a photo of i t  printed, 
showing the Groningers’ car out
side.

The artic le  had its intended e f-

‘Bull’ Connor’s 
Gang Seeks to 
K ill Settlement

By Fred Halstead
M A Y  22 —  B irm ingham ’s racist 

o ffic ia ls continue to sabotage the 
flim sy  desegregation agreement 
made by Rev. M artin  Lu the r K ing  
and representatives of the steel 
c ity ’s w hite  businessmen and in 
dustria lists ten days ago.

The weak nature o f the agree
ment provides the hard-core 
racists w ith  many opportunities to 
attem pt to explode it, w h ile  leav
ing the Negroes in a poor tactical 
position to resist these attacks. Ac
cording to the agreement, Negroes 
are to re fra in  from  demonstrating 
— the only th ing  that gives them 
a position of strength from  which 
to bargain —  w h iie  the business
men take 90 days to institu te  
lim ited  desegregation measures.

B u t the businessmen are not 
held responsible fo r the actions of 
the racist c ity  and state offic ia ls. 
Therefore a section of the segre
gationist whites are completely 
free to attack the Negroes w h ile  
the Negro leadership presently in. 
control has agreed that the Ne
groes w il l  not use the ir independ
ent strength.

Rev. K ing  evidently is re ly ing 
on the hope o f federal pressure 
behind the scenes. He may also 
be hoping fo r an early court deci
sion which w il l  replace the in 
transigent c ity  adm inistration of 
M ayor Haynes and Commissioner 
“ B u ll”  Connor w ith  the so-called 
moderate regime of M ayor-e lect 
A lb e rt Boutw ell. B u t in the mean
time, the racists are slashing away 
at the rank and file  o f the Negro 
movement w ith  punishing and 
provocative moves designed to 
demoralize and scatter the mass 
movement. B ru ta l state troopers 
have been te rro riz ing  Negroes as 
they patro l the Negro d is tric t. Rev.

(Continued on Page 2)

feet. The next day’s issue o f the 
Indianapolis S tar ju b ila n tly  fro n t
paged its tr ium ph : “ Landlord
Tells Two YSA Members to 
Leave.”  The owner o f the house, 
i t  reported, had padlocked the 
apartment as a consequence o f a ll 
the pub lic ity . He w ould no t com
ment to the press bu t prosecutor 
Hoadley spoke up fo r  him . The 
land lord  had acted, Hoadley said, 
from  fear that the Groningers 
w ould be “ a bad influence”  on 
his children. Hoadley added that 
when the young couple were 
forced to move, they had taken 
“ two carloads of subversive l ite r 
ature”  w ith  them.

Hoadley’s fe rtile  im agination 
has given the press many such 
lu r id  “ inside-dope”  stories. In 
diana papers have p rin ted  his re 
ports of a “ Communist apparatus”  

(Continued on Page 5)

The Indiana 'Subversive' Case

Smears Fail to Stem Support fo r Students
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B O O K  R E V I E W

Vincent Hallinan’s Dramatic Life Story

Rank-and-File Rumblings in NMU

A  L io n  in  C o u r t . By V incent
H allinan. New Y ork : G.P. P u t
nam’s Sons, 319 pp. $4.95.
Nervous radicals who need a 

dose of courage should trea t them
selves to a reading of V incent 
H a llinan ’s book, A  L ion  in  Court.

From  its f irs t chapter called 
“ H a llinan  vs. Heaven”  where he 
tells of his Catholic miseducation, 
to  the last sentence, addressed to 
the prison he is leaving —  “ A t 
least, you son of a bitch, you’re 
a better place because I  went 
through you”  —  th is is the ac
count of an honest man and a 
courageous fighter.

Strangely enough, H a llinan ’s is 
a H oratio  A lger story —  from  
rags to riches. He worked his way 
through a Jesuit college and 
through law  school. His very firs t 
year as a law yer he received a 
$20,000 fee. He was the main sup
p o rt of his father, mother, brother 
and s ix  sisters. He was a semi- 
professional foo tba ll player. He 
does not smoke or d rink .

U n-A lge r like , however, he did 
not jo in  the side of the rich  and 
pow erfu l. Instead, when he dis
covered that the San Francisco 
courts were corrupt and tha t pow
e rfu l interests were buying o ff 
judges and ju ries  he brought 
charges before the bar association.

Here is how the author de
scribes the p ligh t of the reform er 
who undertakes to expose an es
tablished in justice: “ When some 
conscientious soul finds i t  in to l
erable and undertakes to root i t  
out, he runs in to  unexpected con
sequences. H is motives may be 
unselfish and disinterested; they 
are examined closely, and i t  w il l  
be suggested —  i f  not openly 
charged —  tha t they are ev il and 
personal. H is antics, f irs t regard
ed w ith  amusement, are now sur
veyed w ith  indignation. He is 
b u ilt up as a chronic malcontent, 
a troublem aker, and eventually, 
a clown. He finds h im self assailed 
by the most pow erfu l forces in  
the comm unity, and w hat is 
worse, avoided by the ones he 
thought he could count on fo r 
support.”

This book is f ille d  w ith  such 
quotable paragraphs, bu t w hat 
makes them especially interesting 
is tha t they are illus tra ted  by 
some fine  descriptions of lawyers, 
judges and witnesses at work.

H a llinan worked fo r many years 
as a crim ina l lawyer. He relates
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CHICAGO
What Causes Juvenile Delinquency?— 

Speaker, Beverly Webber. Fri., May 31, 
8 p.m. Debs Hall 210, 302 S. Canal St. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
DETROIT

Hear the Issues in the Bloomington 
"Subversive" Case. Speaker, James Bing
ham, one of the three indicted Young 
Socialists. Fri., May 31,8 p.m. Debs Hall, 
3737 Woodward. Ausp. Friday Night 
Socialist Forum.

•
NEW YORK

Chamber Music Concert featuring 
prize-winning Julliard School of Music 
students. Sat., May 25, 8:30 p.m. 116 
University Place. Reception to follow 
performance. Contrib. $1.50 (students 
$1). Ausp. Militant Labor Forum and 
Young Socialist Alliance.

*  *  +

TWO VIEWS ON THE SINO-SOVIET 
DISPUTE. Speakers, Eugene Genovese, 
editorial board member, Science & So
ciety, and William F. Warde, contribu
tor to The Militant and International So
cialist Review. MONDAY, MAY 27, 
8:30 P.M. 116 University Place. Contrib. 
$1 (students, 50c). Ausp. Militant Labor 
Forum.

*  *  *

HARLEM STREET RALLY AND DEM- 
ONSTRATION. Protest persecution of
Black Muslims; threatened extradition of 
Mae Mallory to North Carolina: con
viction of William Worthy. Partial speak
ers list: Mrs. Willie Lee Brown, Mae 
Mallory's mother; William Jones; civil- 
rights attorney Conrad J. Lynn; William 
Worthy; William C. Raines, Mayor of 
Harlem. Sat., June I, 2 p.m. 125th St. 
& 7th Ave. Ausp. Harlem Anti-Colonial 
Committee.

Vincent Hallinan
fascinating anecdotes of cases in 
which he or his colleagues were 
involved. Some were sensational 
such as tha t of a Stanford instruc
to r accused of m urdering his w.ife 
in  the bathtub.

The big change tha t made H a l
linan  a socialist and l i t  up the 
w orld  around h im  like  a lig h tn 
ing  flash took place during his 
defense of H a rry  Bridges, the 
longshore union president whom 
the government repeatedly tried 
to deport. The w itch  hunters were 
determined to get Bridges by any 
and a ll means. A t the end of the 
tr ia l (w h ich  was won on appeal 
to the U.S. Supreme C ourt), H a l
linan  was sentenced to s ix months 
in  prison fo r contempt o f court, 
although his conduct during  the 
case was upheld by the bar as
sociation.

W hat H a llinan realized was that 
fo r a ll the babble about democ
racy, the U nited States is an o lig 
archy. The law  is designed “ to 
preserve the positions, privileges 
and prerogatives of a small, im 
mensely w ealthy segment of the 
Am erican people, and to insure 
the status of society w hich i t  con-

(Continued from Page 1)
K in g  announced that Negroes are 
guarding the ir homes and churches 
against threatened bombings.'

The latest attack came Monday 
morning, May 30, in  the fo rm  of 
an order by the board of educa
tion —  appointed b y  Connor —  
expelling or suspending some 
1,100 Negro children from  school. 
The children had been arrested 
during  demonstrations. School su
perintendent D r. Thee R. W righ t 
denounced the action of the board, 
bu t his office proceeded to carry 
out the order w ith  a vengeance. 
I t  announced tha t no expelled stu
dent w ould be allowed to re-enter 
school u n til his or her case was 
disposed of in  court —  a process 
tha t could take months.

Im m ediate ly fo llow ing  the 
board’s announcement local Negro 
leaders issued a ca ll fo r a tota l 
boycott beginning Tuesday of the 
c ity ’s Negro schools. This move — 
a peaceful one —  w ould have be
gun to restore the mass movement 
and the Negroes’ position of 
strength.

K in g  was in  A tlan ta  at the time 
these events occurred. He imme
d ia te ly fle w  back to B irm ingham  
and Monday n igh t called o ff the 
boycott. He asserted tha t i t  w ould 
be the wrong move at th is time, 
that the federal courts w ould re
instate the students, and tha t the 
Negroes must not be provoked in 
to th row ing over the settlement he 
had agreed to.

W hether K in g ’s strategy w il l  
save the agreement remains to be 
seen. The logic of the strategy, 
however, is, a t best, gradualism. 
K ing  has so fa r refused to employ 
the revo lu tionary strategy of re 
sponding to the blows of the ra 
cists by deepening the mass move
ment and a im ing fo r higher goals 
than at firs t. This response would

ceives to be most beneficial to 
itse lf.”

H a llinan  w rites eloquently of 
the Dead Command —  ancient 
customs imposed on the liv ing , 
such as laws against abortion and 
homosexuality. He describes the 
press as a cynical instrum ent of 
the pow erfu l interests which is 
only concerned w ith  selling pa
pers. He tells about one case in 
which the press had whipped the 
courtroom in to  such a lynching 
frenzy against his c lient tha t H a l
linan came in  to hear the ju ry ’s 
verd ic t w ith  a loaded revolver in  
his pocket “ ready to use i t  i f  a 
lynching attem pt were made.”

H a llinan was in prison fo r con
tem pt of court w h ile  runn ing  fo r 
president on the Progressive Party 
ticke t in  1952, bu t his w ife  and 
two older sons conducted the cam
paign fo r him. He again paid the 
price fo r his non-conform ity when 
the w itch  hunt was at its height 
— this tim e being sent to prison 
fo r incom e-tax vio lation.

O rig ina lly , both he and his w ife , 
V iv ian , were indicted. Mrs. H a l
linan  outlined the ir strategy. I f  
they were both convicted, he 
w ould appeal and she w ould go 
r ig h t to prison. The appeal w ould 
take a couple of years; by that 
tim e she w ould be out and thus 
one of them w ould always be w ith  
the children. H appily, however, 
she was acquitted. H a llinan  served 
18 months. On the basis of his 
f irs t hand experience he draws 
up a searing ind ictm ent of the 
U.S. penal system.

H allinan believes tha t the w orld  
today is in  transition to socialism 
and he is fu l l  of hope. He says 
tha t we live  in  an heroic tim e 
and closes his book w ith  the 
thought tha t American im peria l
ism is the main enemy of the 
people of the w orld  who are tak
ing to the mountains, deserts and 
jungles, determined to fu l f i l l  the ir 
aspirations though they perish in  
the attempt.

— Constance W eissm an

profoundly strengthen the Negroes’ 
position, bu t of course, i t  would 
bo frowned upon by K in g ’s 
“ friends”  in  the Kennedy adm in
istra tion. Reportedly there is much 
dissatisfaction w ith  the current 
strategy among young Negro lead
ers, the students, and many local 
B irm ingham  adults. Im portan t les
sons are being learned by Negro 
m ilitan ts in  B irm ingham .

Speakers Blast HUAC's 
Aid to Monroe Racists

NEW  YO RK —  Some 250 peo
ple at Com m unity Church M ay 15 
heard the House U n-Am erican 
Committee round ly denounced fo r 
its efforts to aid the racists of 
Monroe, N.C., by  its  g r ill in g  of 
Conrad Lynn, attorney fo r the 
Committee to A id  the Monroe De
fendants. Besides the fram ed-up 
“ k idnap”  case in  N orth  Carolina, 
speakers dw e lt on H UAC ’s record 
as an enemy of c iv il liberties and 
B irm ingham .

Speakers were: Conrad Lynn ; 
M axw e ll Geismar, lite ra ry  c ritic ; 
James Farmer, national d irector 
of CORE; Paul Krassner, ed itor of 
the Realist; A fro -A m erican  cor
respondent W illia m  W orthy; and 
A C LU  National Legal D irector 
M e lv in  W ulf. The chairman was 
David Dellinger, an ed itor of the 
pacifis t magazine Liberation.

D ellinger announced tha t in an
other case in  Monroe, N.C., Jay- 
van Covington had fa iled to ap
pear fo r t r ia l thus fo rfe iting  
$10,000 ba il w h ich the CAM D had 
arranged. D ellinger a ttribu ted  the 
youth ’s action to unreasoning fear 
resu lting from  his te rrib le  ex
periences in  the Monroe ja i l  where 
he had earlie r been held fo r 
months and had been shot and 
wounded by a guard.

National M aritim e  Union Pres
ident Joseph Curran tried  to put 
one over on the membership 
w ithou t anyone noticing last 
month. B u t somebody noticed and 
had the courage to speak up. So 
fo r the firs t tim e in several years 
the Curran machine found itse lf 
facing serious opposition w ith in  
the union — on a bread and bu t
ter issue.

Under e x i s t i n g  agreements, 
N M U ocean-going seamen arc due 
to get a 2 Vi per cent wage in 
crease this June and another in 
June 1964. A t port union meet
ings A p r il 29, C urran ’s supporters 
introduced a resolution to apply 
th is raise to a pension fund in 
stead of having the seamen take 
i t  in  money. In  addition, the res
o lution committed the union to 
apply an additional 3% per cent 
of any wage increase negotiated 
in  1965 to the pension plan. By 
1965 then, eight per cent of sea
men’s wages w ould be deducted 
fo r pensions.

The idea, according to Curran, 
is to a llow  N M U  seamen to re 
tire  on $125 per month a fte r 25 
years service (a fte r 20 years from  
1965 on) at any age instead of 
only at age 65. This, according 
to Curran, w il l  re lieve the un 
employment situation fo r seamen.

The resolution was presented 
w ithou t much advance notice and 
discussed only b rie fly  at the A p r il 
29 meetings, and i t  passed in  the 
m ajor ports. When the plan was 
introduced to the meeting o f the 
crew of the big U nited States 
Lines passenger ship America, 
however, a num ber of questions 
were asked. A  number of objec
tions were then raised and the 
crew voted the resolution down. 
Reportedly, the vote was 233 to 
16 w ith  10 abstentions and the 
meeting no tified  a number of oth
er ships by cablegram o f the 
crew ’s objections to the proposal. 
These ships also reportedly re 
jected the resolution by large ma
jo rities.

Comments
The fo llow ing  are some com

ments heard in opposition' to the 
proposal:

1) “ This plan gives away our 
money. We were supposed to get 
a raise and now we w on’t  get 
it. W hat we get in  re tu rn  amounts 
to almost nothing, bu t they say 
w e’l l  s t i l l  have to pay income 
taxes on the raise tha t we aren’t 
going to get.”

2) “ The pension plan used to 
be financed entire ly  by the com
panies, bu t now we pay and i t ’s 
s til l on ly $125 per month.”

3) “ We pay in, bu t we can’t 
get our money out. I f  we qu it 
sailing or i f  we never become 
elig ib le  fo r the pension, we lose 
our money. There’s no vested in 
terest.”

4) “ The e lig ib ility  fo r the pen
sions is s tiffe r in  some ways un
der th is new plan. Before, you 
got the pension at 65 i f  you had 
200 days of sea tim e every three 
years fo r  20 years. Now they say 
you’l l  have to have 200 days sea 
tim e each year fo r 20 years. W ith  
the tu rnover tha t you always have 
in  shipping, thousands o f men 
paying in to  the fund w il l  never 
get th e ir money out.”

5) “ Some o f us w il l  make ha lf 
again or even tw ice the payments 
tha t others make because i t ’s f ig 
ured on a percentage of wages. 
B u t no m atter how much you 
pay, you only get the m in im um  
pension of $125.”

6) “ This is jus t C urran’s g im 
m ick fo r ducking the issue o f un
employment and fo r getting a big
ger pension fund to play invest
ment banker w ith . I t  isn’t  going 
to make many jobs open up, be
cause of the new e lig ib ility  re 

Curran

quirements fo r one thing. Besides, 
not many men are going to q u it 
going to sea when they are young 
and able-bodied ju s t to get a $125 
a month pension. You can’t  live  
on that, and i f  you have to w ork  
part tim e anyway, you m ight as 
w e ll stay a seaman.”

On M ay 14, Curran announced 
tha t the results o f the vote —  
dominated by the w e ll-contro lled  
port meetings —  was ten to one 
fo r the plan. B u t he was obvious
ly  embarrassed by the re vo lt on 
the ships. On May 16 the Am erica  
—  w hich had sailed shortly  a fte r 
the crew voted down the propos
al —  docked again in  New York. 
C urran ’s o ffic ia ls showed up in  
force and held up the pay off, 
insisting tha t a crew meeting be 
held and the vote reconsidered. 
They were booed. An attem pt was 
reportedly made by a Curran o f
fic ia l to prefer charges against 
the chairman of the previous crew 
meeting on the grounds tha t he 
had sent cablegrams to other ships 
w ithou t C urran ’s permission. The 
meeting broke up w ithou t a vote 
as over 100 police were called to 
the dock. The Am erica  sailed 
again w ithou t C urran ’s men being 
able to put down the revolt.

The Curran pension plan is o f 
a piece w ith  the other anti-unem 
ployment plans dreamed up re
cently by “ labor statesmen,”  like  
W alter Reuther and D avid J. M c
Donald, as substitutes fo r the 
shorter w ork-w eek demand. They 
arc devices designed to give the 
appearance o f doing something 
w h ile  actually ducking the key 
problem of a reduction in hours 
w ith  no reduction in  pay.

Another possible reason fo r  
C urran ’s move at th is tim e is an 
attem pt to appear “ reasonable”  
during  the series of congressional 
hearings now scheduled on ship
ping subsidies. There is heavy 
congressional pressure to cut sub
sidies on the allegation tha t sub
sidized shipping companies are too 
generous w ith  wage increases.

Anti-Colonial Committee 
To Hold Harlem Rally

NEW YO R K —  The H arlem  
A n ti-C o lon ia l Committee w il l  hold 
a ra lly  on Saturday, June 1, 2 
p.m., at 125th St. and Seventh Ave. 
The meeting w il l  protest the per
secutions of the B lack Muslim s; 
the attem pt to extrad ite  Mae M a l
lo ry  from  Ohio fo r  t r ia l in  the 
Monroe, N.C., “ kidnap”  fram e-up; 
and the conviction of A fro -A m e r
ican correspondent W illiam  W or
thy  fo r “ illega l re tu rn ”  to the 
country of his b ir th  a fte r v is iting  
Cuba.

A  pa rtia l lis t o f speakers at the 
ra lly  include Mae M a llo ry ’s m oth
er, Mrs. W illie  Lee B row n; W il
liam  Jones; c iv il-r ig h ts  attorney 
Conrad Lynn; W illiam  W orthy; 
and W illiam  C. Raines, the “ M ayor 
of H arlem .”

... S ituation in  Birmingham
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Self-Defense in Birmingham
Because i t  w ou ld  have looked too bad otherwise, President 

Kennedy made a long-scheduled tr ip  to the South —  fo r one 
day —  a week a fte r the bombings and street f ig h tin g  in  B irm 
ingham. This pretended “ P ro file  in  Courage”  even dared stick 
his toe across the A labama state line  where he m et N egro-ha ting  
Gov. George C. Wallace and had an “ amicable”  conversation 
w ith  him .

B u t the m ain feature o f the tr ip  was his address in  Nash
v il le  at V a nd e rb ilt U n ive rs ity ’s 90th ann iversary exercises. In  
th is  speech Kennedy made no d irect reference to Negroes, the 
events in  B irm ingham  or federal troops. W ith  great delicacy of 
phrasing— to give the Southern press no quotes i t  could use against 
his adm in is tra tion ’s assiduous courting  of the Southern Democrats 
—  he refe rred  to the struggle fo r c iv il righ ts in  the abstract.

One of Kennedy’s circum locutions deserves some comment. 
He spoke o f th is coun try ’s “ continu ing  debate about the rights 
o f a portion  o f its  citizens.”  This “ debate”  in  p la in  English is the 
Negroes’ struggle fo r  th e ir righ ts  and the racists’ opposition.

This is an odd k ind  o f “ debate.”  On one side are w h ite  
supremacist state and c ity  o ffic ia ls, police, judges, W hite  Citizens 
Councils, K K K  and such. The ir arguments consist of clubs, f ire 
hoses, vicious dogs, carbines, shotguns, submachine guns, an 
arm ored car, etc.

On the other side of the “ debate”  are the Negroes. They 
stand p rac tica lly  barehanded before the “ argum ents”  of the c ity  
police, state troopers and deputized w h ite  supremacists.

Doesn’t Kennedy th in k  a debate should be conducted fa ir ly?  
I f  so, w hy  doesn’t  he heed the demand of the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty ’s nationa l comm ittee th a t the federa l government deputize 
B irm ingham  Negi'oes fo r self-defense of th e ir com m unity?

The basic law  of every country, inc lud ing  the U.S., recog
nizes the r ig h t o f self-defense. No people have greater need of 
such defense than the Negro people o f the South, p a rtic u la rly  in  
B irm ingham , where helmeted state troopers and deputized w h ite  
supremacists are te rro riz ing  the Negro neighborhood lik e  Nazi 
storm troopers in  a Jewish ghetto.

W ith o u t being deputized, B irm ingham  Negroes have to some 
ex ten t been posting guards, believed to be armed, around b u ild 
ings they consider targets fo r bombings. This is to be commended 
and such protection should be extended to the whole Negro com
m un ity .

Self-defense by Negroes in  th is  coun try  is no t new. D u ring  
the  M ontgom ery bus boycott, homes o f leaders believed m arked 
fo r  a ttack were l i t  by  floodlam ps at n ig h t and guarded. Negroes 
in  Monroe, N. C., under the leadership o f Robert F. W illiam s, p u t 
an end to K u  K lu x  K la n  invasions o f th e ir  com m unity by p u b lic ly  
creating an armed self-defense corps. Though the N A A C P  leader
ship treated W illiam s shabbily because of his fo r th r ig h t m ilita ncy  
on th is  issue, i t  should be noted th a t today i t  is defending a 
Negro leader in  Caswell County, N. C., who wounded tw o w h ite  
men in  self-defense. When police ignored local N AA C P requests 
fo r police pro tection at a school w h ich  was to  be desegregated, 
th is  man had accompanied Negro ch ild ren  to the school and 
wounded tw o  w hites who attacked him .

B u t in d iv id u a l self defense is not enough now. N or is sup
po rt of the r ig h t o f self-defense a fte r the deed su ffic ien t. S e lf- 
defense should be co llective and support fo r i t  by  a ll friends o f the 
Negro struggle should be procla im ed beforehand.

A l l  Negro, c iv il- r ig h ts  and labor organizations should im m e
d ia te ly  le t the Negro people of B irm ingham  and the whole South 
know  th a t they support 100% th e ir r ig h t to arm  themselves fo r 
self-defense against racist attacks.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Per cent
Chicago $ 1,400 $ 1,155 83
General 395 287 73
San Francisco 750 512 68
St. Louis 100 66 66
Boston 750 484 65
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,000

400
580 58

San Diego 233 58
D etro it 900 500 55
Newark 225 123 54
Connecticut 200 107 54
O akland-Berkeley 750 383 51
New Y ork 5,800 2,913 50
A llen tow n 150 75 50
Milwaukee 350 160 46
Cleveland 500 211 42
Los Angeles 6,300 2,300 37
Philadelphia 300 103 34
Seattle 600 135 23
Denver 130 15 12

Totals to M ay 20 $21,000 $10,342 49%

LONDON LETTER

British Labor Gains at Polls
LONDON — The Labor Party  

gained sweeping election victories 
in  the nation-w ide po ll fo r local 
and m unicipal offices last week. 
Conservatives got a setback that 
w iped o ff nearly a ll o f the g rin 
ning image they tried  to give 
themselves ever since the ir “ I ’m - 
a lrigh t-Jack”  w in  in  the p a rlia 
m entary election o f 1959: Labor’s 
gains are the greatest since 1945, 
the year of the postwar socialist 
landslide. The computers reckon 
tha t i f  there were a contest fo r 
parliam ent today another land
slide would carry the party  to 
power w ith  a huge m a jo rity .

Labor now controls B rita in ’s 15 
largest cities. Besides London, 
w hich has been an impregnable 
stronghold since 1934, such cities 
as L iverpool, Nottingham  and L e i
cester now re tu rn  to the Labor 
fo ld. Exactly 3,122 city, tow n and 
borough councillors have been 
swept in to  office fo r a net gain 
o f 878 seats. The party  recaptured 
637 seats lost in  1960 and added 
another 250 to the to ta l gained. 
Some industria l towns, like  Roch
dale, appear fo r the f irs t tim e in 
the Labor column. In  the London 
suburbs the party  regained many 
m arginal areas previously lost to 
the Tories by the sh ift in  the 
w h ite -co lla r vote. The Liberals, 
insofar as they have held the ir 
recent spurt o f rev iva l, made in 
roads almost exclusively in to  the 
Conservative vote.

Only some sensational “ red- 
scare”  stunt, in  w hich the Tory 
ru lers are the most experienced 
and polished practitioners —  or 
incred ib ly  stupid tactics on the 
part of the Labor Party  leadership 
—  can now prevent a change of 
government here w ith in  the next 
year.

*  *  *

The annua] national conference 
of the Union of Post O ffice W ork
ers th is week took steps to “ m o
bilize  fo r  industria l action”  to ob
ta in  wage rises fo r postal employ
es and telephone operators and 
linesmen (the telephone system is 
nationalized and comes under post 
office con tro l). Go-slow actions 
last year produced some im prove
ment in  wage scales, b u t turned 
out to be inadequate.

The 1,400 delegates were roused 
to cheers when one o f the ir num 
ber demanded the expulsion of 
the “ scabs and blacklegs who 
were doing the ir best to aid the 
post office w h ile  the m a jo rity  of 
the ir colleagues were figh ting  on 
the ir behalf.”  The executive com
m ittee was defeated in  several 
votes w ith  resolutions ca lling fo r 
m ilita n t action and s tr ic t enforce
ment o f union discipline on the

W ith  th is issue the M ilita n t 
Fund Campaign to raise a m in i
mum o f $21,000 goes in to  its last 
three weeks. The percentage to
day —  May 20 —  shows we have 
collected only 49 per cent, so a 
real push to collect the balance 
of th is v ita lly  necessary money 
must be made by everyone. We 
are confident tha t a ll pledges w il l  
be paid up in  fu l l  and on time, 
bu t June 15 is approaching very 
fast so the word is hurry !

Chicago maintains its place at 
the top of the lis t —  but watch 
the General! Ind iv idua l M ilita n t 
readers pushed that category up 
a m agnificent 27 per cent this 
week!

One contribution of $50 came 
from  H. W. of Prospect, Kentucky. 
Thanks, and thanks again.

Another reader from  Toronto 
sent in  a renewal, saying: “ Keep 
the balance as a contribution. En
jo y  your articles. They give an 
u p lif t  since they made me con-

Note to Birmingham 
Rights Fighters

LO NDO N —  When the 
East A ng lia  Committee of 
100 invaded N o rfo lk  m issile 
station, they warded o ff po
lice paired w ith  dogs by 
feeding the animals ro lls 
soaked in  aniseed. To the 
ou tcry  of abusing the an i
mals, Peter Cadogan replied: 
“ The use o f dogs against us 
is a f i l th y  tr ic k  —  a damned 
insu lt. I  adm it we had an i
seed buns. A l l  tha t happens 
is tha t the dogs lic k  the a n i
seed and get ve ry  a ffection 
ate. The most sensible th ing  
to do is to use aniseed, Which 
is a love potion. They w i l l  
save any troub le  to the dog 
or demonstrators.”

job. This was ju s t another demon
stration of the figh ting  mood now 
preva iling  in  the B ritish  w ork ing  
class.

*  *  *

More than in  any other country, 
the movement fo r nuclear disar
mament in  B rita in  is a mass 
movement invo lv ing  tens and per
haps hundreds of thousands of 
people seriously groping fo r a way 
to end the p e ril of atomic ann ih il
ation. A lthough i t  has some points 
of support in  the labor movement 
— and this is probably its great
est source of strength and ac
counts fo r  its con tinu ity  and mass 
character —  i t  is s til l largely 
w h ite -co lla r and even m idd le- 
class. The need to sink roots in  
the w ork ing  class and to obtain 
the active support of the indus
tr ia l workers has recently become 
pa rt of the o ffic ia l doctrine of 
the movement.

A  tu rn  in  this direction was 
adopted at recent conferences of 
the Campaign fo r Nuclear D is
armament, to give i t  its  fo rm al 
title , sponsored by more radical 
but otherwise una ffilia ted  leaders 
lik e  Miss Pat A rro w s m ith , and 
supported by rank-and -file  dele
gates against the resistance of 
CND president, Canon L . John 
Collins o f St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
some of the Labor parliam entar
ians associated w ith  him . I t  has 
been supported also by Bertrand 
Russell and the Committee o f 100.

Indus tria l [s tr ike ] action on 
anyth ing connected w ith  nuclear 
arms has hard ly  ever been a t
tempted in  any d irect w ay and 
trade-union support has remained 
re la tive ly  small and m ostly p la 
tonic up to the present. The more 
radical sections of CND and the

vinced that perhaps the fu tu re  of 
m ankind is not so bleak — at 
least not as bleak as depicted in  
our amoral, degenerate, popular 
press. Three cheers —  fo r the 
cause of socialism!”

A  le tte r from  our friends in  
Cleveland is heartening: “ Add the 
enclosed to our special M ilita n t 
Fund quota. The last check fo r 
$45 was from  an old friend. This 
$50 is from  a new one!”

K . F. from  Pennsylvania wrote 
this, along w ith  a contribution of 
good size: “ The paper is sim ply 
excellent.”

I  w ish i t  were possible to men
tion  a ll the people who sent in  
T ru th  Dollars th is past week but 
the w onderfu l tru th  is that there 
are ju s t too many!

You can jo in  th is grow ing num 
ber of M ilita n t Readers who be
lieve in  helping spread the tru th  
w ith  your T ru th  Dollars. Send 
them to 116 U n ivers ity  Place, 
New Y ork  3, N. Y.

Committee of 100 have engaged in  
a number of spectacular activ ities 
recently w h ich  have, however, not 
only aroused universal interest 
and adm iration, but also indicate 
some active and devoted pa rtic i
pation of working-class support
ers.

This past weekend saw tw o 
more sensational moves by the 
nuclear disarmers. The B ritish  
Secret Service headquarters were 
the target of a flood of phone 
calls w hich tied up its telephone 
lines (some 40 of them the Guard
ian  reports) fo r over e ight hours; 
disarmers entered secret premises 
w ithou t passes, and photographed 
personnel entering and leaving. 
The in truders openly proclaimed 
the ir views. Some, lik e  D avid  
Boulton, editor of the CND paper 
Sanity, and Adam Roberts, ed itor 
of Peace News, have also made 
the ir names known. The Guardian  
adds: “ I t  is also possible tha t g ir ls  
or engineers [linesm en] w ork ing  
in the Post O ffice took part.”

Official Frenzy
E dito ria lly , the libe ra l Guardian  

reflected the frenzy in  govern
ment offices and even expressed 
the opinion tha t the deed was 
done under “ directions from  Mos
cow.”  That this is hard ly  l ik e ly  is 
made pla in not .only by the fact 
tha t leading participants, lik e  
those mentioned, have since re
vealed the ir identity, bu t by the 
publication of a statement issued 
by Bertrand Russell’s secretary 
expressing his hope tha t “ M any 
thousands [w ou ld ] render the 
telephones useless and photograph 
a ll the faceless ones.”  The o ffic ia l 
CND and Committee of 100 lead
erships have, however, disclaimed 
any responsib ility fo r in itia tive  in  
these actions, although they de
fend them as useful.

In  the other action, hundreds 
o f demonstrators led by Peter 
Cadogan, secretary o f the East 
A nglia  Committee of 100, invaded 
the R AF M arham V-Bom ber m is
sile station at N orfo lk , another 
secret establishment. S ix ty -e igh t 
of the demonstrators were arrest
ed and charged w ith  v io la ting  the 
O ffic ia l Secrets Act, w hich carries 
heavy penalties of imprisonment. 
A  s im ila r and more massive dem
onstration has been announced fo r 
next weekend.

—T. J. Peters

Veteran Socialist 
Union Leader Dies
Comrade Joe O ilm an died o f a 

cerebral hemorrhage in  Balsom 
Lake, Wisconsin, on May 9, 1963.

E arly  in  life  he w ent to w o rk  
in  the Horm el Co. p lan t in  Austin , 
M inn. He soon became a skilled  
packinghouse w orker and an out
standing m ilita n t in  the U nion O f 
A ll  W orkers w hich was organized 
in  Austin, M inn., in  1933. This 
pre-C IO  industria l union organ
ized workers in  a ll industries and 
trades in  the small c ity  and con
ducted a spectacular s trike  in  
w hich the workers practica lly  took 
over the c ity  and won a v ic to ry  
in  a few  days.

Joe led the way fo r the UOAW  
to jo in  the new ly-form ed CIO 
United Packinghouse Workers. I t  
was one of the f irs t so lid ly  organ
ized unions to jo in  and partic ipate 
in  the C IO ’s national organiza
tiona l drive.

Joe subsequently devoted the 
m ajor part of his tim e and energy 
to union w o rk  as the UPW A m id 
west d irector and la te r on the 
West Coast. He was also a mem
ber of the UPW A national execu
tive  board.

A  m em orial meeting fo r Joe 
O ilm an w il l  be held by the T w in  
Cities branch of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, H a ll 240, 704 Hen
nepin, M inneapolis, M ay 29 at 9 
p.m. V. R. Dunne, Minnesota 
state chairman o f the SWP, w il l  
speak.

Militant Fund Drive

General Advances to No. 2 Spot
By Marvel Scholl

National Fund D rive  D irector
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SHOULD THESE IDEAS BE 'EXTERMINATED'?

Indicted Ind iana Young Sociali
[The fo llow ing  is the te x t of a 

M ay 10 Bloomington, Indiana, 
Herald-Telephone  in te rv iew  w ith  
James Bingham, Ralph L e v itt and 
Tom Morgan, the three students 
indicted on charges of v io la ting  
the state’s “ Anti-C om m unist”  
A ct.]

Q. Do you advocate violent over
throw of the government?

A. Absolutely npt. We never 
have.

Q. How long has the YSA been 
organized on campus?

A. Since December of 1961.

Q. Did you have difficulty be
coming recognized by the Uni
versity?

A. Yes, a lot.

Q. How long did it take the 
YSA to be recognized?

A. A bout nine months.

Q. Was the YSA’s request for 
recognition turned down by the 
Student Senate?

A. Our request was turned down 
twice.

Q. On what grounds?
A. We th in k  at f irs t the U n i

vers ity  d idn ’t  w ant us to be o r
ganized. I t  is our understanding 
tha t Dean Shaffer (dean of stu
dents Robert H. Shaffer) sent each 
Student Senator a personal note 
requesting tha t the YSA not be 
recognized.

Q. Why would Dean Shaffer do 
that?

A. We don’t  know.

Q. Did you appeal for recogni
tion to the committee on student 
affairs, which is a higher body 
than the Student Senate?

A. Yes.

Q. And were finally recognized?
A. Yes.

Q. Why?
A. We don’t  know. The U n ive r

s ity  seemed to have a complete 
change o f heart. We th in k  they 
wanted us to enjoy equal oppor
tun ity .

Q. Did the Student Senate do 
anything out of the ordinary to 
refuse the YSA recognition?

A. Yes, they passed a law  that 
every group seeking recognition 
must prove a membership of at 
least 15. This law  was aimed at 
the YSA.

Q. What is the YSA member
ship?

A. Less than 20.

Q. What is the membership na
tionally?

A. Less than 1,000.

Q. What is the purpose of the 
YSA?

A. P rim a rily  an education

group. We try  to influence people. 
We try  to show them an alternate 
to the existing po litica l structure.

Q. How can you achieve your 
goals?

A. The YSA is an agency fo r 
fundam ental change. We advocate 
the form ation of a labor party.

Q. Can you achieve your goals 
without violence?

A. We hope so.
Q. What could cause violence?
A. Hoadley’s taking away of 

democratic facilities. That m ight 
cause violence.

PAULANN GRONINGER, Ind i
ana U student, is secretary of 
Committee to Aid the Blooming
ton Students.

Q. Does the YSA believe in 
democracy?

A. No group could o ffe r more 
democracy. We would not be so
cialists i f  we d idn ’t. B u t we’ve 
got to have economic democracy 
before we can have po litica l de
mocracy.

Q. Where are there other YSA  
groups?

A. A t most m ajor colleges.
Q. What is a local YSA called?
A. A “ local.”
Q. Was the YSA at I.U . organ

ized by two persons trained in 
Moscow?

A. Absolutely not. That’s r id i
culous.

Q. Do you have any connection 
with Moscow?

A. None. That’s absurd.
Q. Has the person who helped

organize the YSA here ever been 
in Russia?

A. Not u n til a fter he le ft I.U.
Q. Is anyone in the YSA being 

paid by Russian agents?
A. U tte rly  absurd.

Q. Would you be welcome in 
Russia?

A. We would be persecuted in  
Russia fo r our po litica l beliefs. We 
would be legal crim inals.

Q. Why is Hoadiey seeking to 
eliminate the YSA?

A. For personal and po litica l
reasons.

Q. What has been your chief ob
jection in this case?

A. The complete th row ing out 
of ethics. The attempt to l in k  the 
YSA w ith  the Nancy D illingham  
case.

Q. Is she a member?
A. No. She’s never been to a 

meeting,

Q, Do YSA members use nar
cotics?

A. No.
Q. How do you think public 

opinion is going?
A. We th ink  we have the over

whelm ing support o f the students 
and o f most of the faculty.

Q. Is the YSA on the attorney 
general’s list?

A. No.
Q. Where did you get the $1,000 

to post bond?
A. I t  was loaned to us by 

friends.
Q. Have you had offers of help?
A. Yes.
Q. Where were you (Levitt and 

Morgan) during the Grand Jury
session?

A. I was in  Chicago in  connec
tion  w ith  a job — Lev itt. I  was 
home — Morgan.

Q. How did you learn of your 
indictments?

A. Through the newspapers and 
from  friends who read about it.

Q. Did the YSA organize the 
demonstration on campus last year 
in connection with the Cuban 
blockade?

A. No, but some of our members 
helped.

Q. Why?
A. We jo ined the demonstration 

because we wanted to prevent 
W orld W ar I I I ,  which we knew 
would be nuclear. We favor nego
tia tion  instead of in tim ida tion . We 
support Cuban sovereignty. Our 
country was v io la ting  UN treaties 
and in te rnationa l law. The bloc
kade was against the opinion of 
the m a jo rity  of Americans. We are 
partisans of the Cuban revolution.

Q. Are there Negroes in the 
YSA?

A. N ationally there are many.
Q. Why did you join the YSA?
A. We th ink  i t  offered the an

swers we were seeking and had 
concrete solutions.

Q. What w ill the effect of the 
indictments be on the YSA?

A. I t  w il l  strengthen it. I t  should 
double or tr ip le  our membership.

Q. Why?
A. I t  w il l  present revolutionary 

socialist ideas to thousands.
Q. Do you believe in freedom of 

religion?
A. Yes.
Q. Is there any connection with  

the YSA and the Dillingham case?
A. None.
Q. Do you know Miss D illing

ham personally?
A. No. We are not acquainted 

w ith  her personally.
Q. What about the charge that 

the YSA uses marijuana to recruit 
members?

A. That’s the height of Hoad
ley ’s unethical accusations. I t ’s a 
complete and to ta l fabrication.

Q. Do you think you know to 
whom Hoadiey is referring when

he mentions a “Moscow trained” 
couple coming here to organize 
the YSA?

A. No one we know fits  the de
scription.

Q. Have any YSA members 
been trained in Moscow?

A  Absolutely none.
Q. What is the YSA’s connec

tion with the Socialist Workers 
Party, if any.

A. There are absolutely no or
ganizational, financia l o r adm in
is tra tion  ties. The YSA is a com
p lete ly independent organization 
of young students and young 
workers.

Q. Do you advocate government 
ownership of property?

A. We advocate social owner
ship. That o f course w ould have 
to be based on a completely demo
cratic government of the w orking 
people. Not government as we 
know it  today.

Q. What is social ownership?
A. What we mean by social 

ownership is democratic owner
ship by a ll the people. That is 
ownership of large industry, such 
as railroads, u tilities , m inerals 
resources, mines, g iant farm ing 
enterprises, and a ll other such 
properties today tha t are used to 
produce solely fo r p ro fit instead 
of fo r social use.

Q. What about government own
ership of small farms, or small 
homes?

A. Socialists generally believe 
that such properties should be 
owned by the ind iv idua l.

Q. Could you sum up your views 
about the difference between 
public and private ownership?

A. We’re against p riva te  owner
ship because i t  merely seeks p ro fit 
fo r a m ino rity  of business interests 
against the interests o f a m a jo rity  
of w ork ing  people. For the same 
reason that we th in k  i t  i l l  advised 
fo r a small m ino rity  to make im 
portant po litica l decisions, we also 
believe tha t the basic economic 
decisions affecting a ll Americans 
should be made by the population 
democratically.

UNLAW FUL? When YSA officer 
Leroy McRae addressed public 
meeting at Indiana U local grand 
jury decided attendance constituted 
plotting to overthrow government 
of state and nation.

Q. Do you have an organized 
campaign to write letters to edi
tors of newspapers?

A. Absolutely not.
Q. Do you support the existing 

system of government in Russia?
A. No.
Q. What is wrong with it?
A. There are certain parts of 

Russian society which were gained 
by the workers after the 1917 rev
o lu tion which we do support and 
defend. That part is the ir planned 
economy, e lim ination of unem
ployment, illite ra cy  and other such

Victims of India 
Need Help in
In  th is  in te rv ie w  —  as yoi 

A llia n c e  m em bers ou tspoken ly  
o f an ou trageous a ttack . They 
h ys te r ica l “ a n ti-s u b v e rs iv e ”  ; 
le g is la tu re  d u r in g  th e  days o f 
I f  conv ic ted  u n d e r th is  la w , w! 
to  “ e x te rm in a te  C om m un ism  
a ll teach ings o f the  same,”  th 
prison.

Y ou  can he lp  these student; 
r ig h t to  speak. Y ou  can he lp  1 
u n c o n s titu tio n a l “ e x te rm in a tio  
test. The C om m ittee  to  A id  1 
g e n tly  needs th e  he lp  o f a ll \  
free  speech. Funds are especi; 
and to  p u b lic ize  the  case. J o ir  
P.O. B ox 382, B loom ing ton , In

things w hich always accompany 
capitalism. However, the Soviet 
U nion is presently ruled by a 
small m ino rity  and we strongly 
advocate the re institu tion  of de
mocracy in  tha t country. We are 
strongly c ritica l o f the present 
ru lin g  bureaucracy.

Q. Are there aspects of the U.S. 
governmental system with which 
you find yourself in agreement?

A. The B ill o f Rights. We as 
Socialists have always been at the 
fo re fron t in  the battle  to defend 
the B ill o f Rights and the demo
cratic process.

Q. Who do you think is attack
ing the B ill of Rights?

A. Hoadiey by his actions is not 
only encroaching on the B ill of 
Rights, but through his disregard 
of the democratic process has 
flaunted his charges in  the news
papers, not the courts, even in 
c luding some w hich he was under 
oath to keep secret.

Q. Do you advocate the forma
tion of a third political party in 
America?

A. We w ish to see a labor party 
based on the w ork ing  people, the 
small farmers, and the Negro peo
ple.

Q. What political philosophy 
would this labor party embrace?

A. O f course that w ould be its 
own decision, b u t as socialists we 
feel our ideas w ould be relevant 
to th e ir struggle. Its basic con
sideration w ould be to represent 
the interests o f the common man.

Q. How are the Republican and 
Democratic parties failing today to 
represent the interests of the com
mon man?

A. N either offers any realistic 
answer to the drastic problems of 
chronic unemployment, automa
tion, racial prejudice, small fa rm -
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>ts Explain Views in Local Press
ia Witch Hunt 
Fighting Back
w ill see —  Young Socialist 
riend  th e ir  views in  the face 
ave been ind ic ted  under an 
; passed by Ind iana ’s state 
;C arthy and Jenner, in  1951. 
:h declares i t  “ pub lic  po licy ”  
id Communists, and any or 
' face one to three years in

lefend th e ir  —  and your —
' f ig h t to abolish the c learly  
law ,”  in  this, its  f ir s t  court 
: B loom ington Students u r-  
o believe in  democracy and 
y needed fo r  legal expenses 
nd contribu te  to the CABS,

ers being pushed o ff the land, and 
the threat oT nuclear destruction.

Q. Who do the parties represent, 
as you see the situation?

A. Both represent g iant indus
tr ia l and financia l interests in  this 
country which are owned by a 
tin y  m ino rity  o f the population.

Q. Would members of the YSA  
serve in the Armed Forces?

A. We’re not ind iv idua l law  
breakers, and since the d ra ft is 
the law, we w ould of course serve 
w ith  the rest of our generation. 
However, we reserve the consti
tu tiona l rig h t to critic ize much of 
the m ilita ry  policy w hich is send
ing Americans soldiers to fig h t 
and die in  unpopular wars in  
places like  South Vietnam. Only 
recently, several months a fte r the 
crisis itself, d id Gen. Taylor o f the 
A rm y adm it tha t the Indians were 
largely responsible fo r the recent 
S ino-Indian border dispute. We 
were to ld the tru th  tw o months 
too late. This fu rth e r c larifies our 
position o f the Am erican people 
being involved in  any w ar w ithou t 
the foreknowledge of A L L  the 
facts.

Q. Have YSA members attempt
ed to hide any of their activities?

A. No. We operate pub lic ly  and 
openly on the campus. A ll  o f our 
lite ra tu re  is read ily available to 
any Bloom ington citizen.

Q. Does the YSA have a na
tional newspaper?

A. Yes. The Young Socialist. I t  
can be obtained by sending $1 fo r 
a year’s subscription to  The Young 
Socialist, P.O. Box 471, Cooper 
Station, New Y ork  3, N.Y.

Q. Are the three officers of the 
IU  YSA the first to be indicted or 
charged with any kind of subver
sion?
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A. Yes, we are.
Q. Do you have any moral be

liefs that would be considered 
“beatnik”?

A. No. As socialists we advocate 
po litica l ideas which we th in k  are 
in  the interests of the w orking 
class. A ny  m ora lity  they find  re 
pugnant we do, also.

Q. Are you going to accept help 
from the Indiana Civil Liberties 
Union if it is offered?

A. Such help has been offered 
and we have accepted, w ith  great 
appreciation.

Q. Do you think this case will 
ever go to trial?

A. We don’t know.

Q. Do you think the indictments 
w ill hurt your future as far as 
employment is concerned?

A. We hope not. We should hope 
that prospective employers w il l  
v iew  th is m atter on the basis of 
the facts.

Q. Are you optimistic about the 
future of YSA political beliefs?

A. Absolutely. Most defin ite ly.

Q. Why?
A. We th ink  socialism is the 

trend fo r the future. I t  is the 
only ra tiona l solution to the big 
problems which plague our times. 
More and more Americans are 
becoming aware of this and even
tua lly  the m a jo rity  of the A m er
ican people w il l  decide fo r social
ism.

Q. Do you have any estimate in 
number of years about how long 
it w ill take before YSA political 
goals are achieved?

A. We can’t  give any b lueprin t 
of the future. There are too many 
unknown factors. But the sooner 
the better.

Q. Why are students the prin
cipal members of the YSA?

A. Students are p rim a rily  mem
bers, as w ell as young workers. 
B u t you’l l  find  tha t in  the last 
three years on the campuses 
across the country there has been 
a phenomenon called the student 
movement. This is a rise from  the 
placid, apathetic ’50s. Many stu
dents are most concerned w ith  the 
threat of nuclear war, rampant 
racial d iscrim ination more than a 
hundred years after the C iv il War, 
the fact that over six m illion  
Americans are unemployed and 
live  in  a state o f near poverty, and 
the anti-co lon ia l revolution taking 
place a ll over the w orld  and led 
by fe llow  students.

Q. What is the anti-colonial 
revolution?

A. I t  is the underdeveloped 
countries th row ing  o ff the yoke of 
im peria lis tic  domination. Many 
students have found tha t the basis 
fo r most o f these ills  can be traced 
back to the system known as cap
ita lism .

Q. What methods would the 
YSA use to achieve international 
peace?

A. We feel tha t the prim e cause 
o f w a r has been the economic sys
tem of capitalism which by its 
very nature must expand its 
domain over ever increasing fo r
eign markets. W hat threatens the 
peace is that th is is done in  a 
tyrann ica l nature over the colonial 
people who are ris ing up against 
i t  now, and as Socialists we warn 
Americans that Kennedy’s cap
ita lis t government is conducting a 
w ar d rive to suppress these peo
ple and the ir popular demands. 
Evidence o f th is trend can be 
amply illustra ted by the h istory 
o f the w orld  since 1945; the C hi
nese revolution, the Korean War, 
the w ar in  Vietnam, the Suez 
crisis, the A lgerian revolution, the 
present revo lu tion in  Angola, the 
Cuban revolution, and the popular 
uprisings that are going on a ll 
over L a tin  America.

FACE TRIAL IN HOOSIERLAND. From left to right, Ralph Levitt, 25, Thomas Morgan, 22, and 
James Bingham, 24, the three Indiana U students indicted for “subversion.”

Q. What methods would the YSA 
use to eliminate racial discrimina
tion?

A. E lim inate its economic roots, 
the p ro fit system w hich pits w hite 
against Negro fo r the benefit o f 
neither. The basis o f racial dis
crim ination in  the South is to keep 
a reserve of cheap Negro labor. 
“ W hite labor can never be free 
w h ile  the Negro is in  chains.”

Q. The prosecutor has charged 
that violent overthrow of the gov
ernment was advocated at .the 
campus meeting sponsored by the 
YSA at which Leroy McRae, na
tional YSA organizational secre
tary, spoke. Is this true?

A. No.

Q. What was advocated at this 
meeting?

A. M r. McRae, who is both a so
cia list and a Negro, made the 
PREDICTION that the Negro in  
America would achieve equality 
by non-violence or violence. The 
events in  B irm ingham , Ala., du r
ing the last week testify  to the 
accuracy of his prediction. I f  
Prosecutor Hoadley’s charge is 
true, then i t  would fo llow  tha t the 
YSA is the force behind the B ir 
mingham events.

Q. Is the YSA the force behind 
the Birmingham events?

A. No. But we support the cour
ageous battle of the Southern Ne
gro in  his quest fo r equality both 
in  B irm ingham  and elsewhere.

Q. Has any development in the 
case come as a complete surprise?

A. Yes.

Q. What?
A. The outrageous fabrications 

concerning narcotics, Moscow 
tra ined organizers, “ jockeying 
mimeograph machines,”  sw itching 
cars, and other charges against the 
YSA were a complete surprise. 
They are a surprise because we 
haven’t  done anything of the kind.

Q. Is there any question you 
would not answer for a grand 
jury?

A. We have nothing to hide and 
tha t is w hy we have challenged 
Prosecutor Hoadley on three sep
arate occasions to a public de
bate. On every occasion the prose
cutor by his refusal indicated that 
there were things he did not w ish 
to reveal before the Bloomington 
public.

Q. Are you communists?
A. No. We are revolutionary so

cialists.

Q. You don’t mean armed rev
olution?

A. No. We mean in  the great 
American trad ition  o f Eugene 
Debs, B il l Haywood and James 
Cannon.

Q. These three were all great 
labor leaders, weren’t they?

A. Yes.

Q. The prosecutor has said that 
there are some things that w ill 
come out only in the courtroom.

Can you think of anything in this 
case that has not already been 
discussed in public?

A- No. We leave p lenty o f room, 
however, fo r new heights of Hoad
ley ’s m isinform ation to come out.

Q. Do you keep open minds on 
political philosophies?

A. We’re students of h istory and 
po litica l science and we th in k  we 
can stand on our academic re
cord. We’ve studied various po
lit ica l ideologies.

...Support fo r Students Grows
(Continued from  Page 1) 

operating on campus, complete 
w ith  “ cell meetings”  and “ speak
ers im ported from  Moscow” ; of 
F B I surveillance of students; of 
YSA members “ sw itch ing cars to 
hinder surveillance,”  “ jockeying 
a mimeograph to grind out p ro 
paganda from  auto to auto,”  and 
“ using narcotics to recru it mem
bers.”

Such incredible tales —  and the 
personal harassment they inc ite  —  
are an eloquent comment on the 
small town narrow-mindedness and 
rustic g u llib il ity  w hich Hoadley’s 
“ crusade”  to “ stamp out Commu
nism on the campus”  is calculat
ed to exploit.

“ Where the B ib le  B e lt and the 
Corn B e lt intersect.”  Tha t’s how 
a v iv id  description of Hoadley- 
ism’s “ socio-intellectual”  base be
gins in  the M ay 25 N ation  maga
zine. W ritten  by Prof. Norwood 
Russell Hanson, chairman of IU ’s 
Dept, of H istory and Logic o f Sci
ence, the artic le  em phatically de
nounces Hoadley’s “ crusade”  and 
energetically defends the students’ 
rights.

Blasts Hoadley
Hanson declares: “ I  am trou 

bled by Hoadley —  a man o f the 
law  —  seeking to ‘t r y ’ three stu
dents v ia his own lu r id  newspa
per accounts . . . .”  He also scores 
w ith  special vigor the hesitancy of 
IU ’s adm inistration, facu lty  and 
student body to defend fo rth r ig h t
ly  the indicted students.

Perhaps s tirred by knowledge 
that Hanson’s comments would 
soon appear in a national maga
zine, 150 IU  professors took out a 
half-page ad in the M ay 21 
Bloom ington paper to publicize 
the ir opposition to Hoadley’s a t
tack on free speech.

The same day, the New Y ork  
Times reported IU  President 
S tahr’s f irs t public comment on 
the case. Stahr warned against

unleashing “ the forces of suppres
sion under the guise of protecting 
freedom.”  “ The wrong k ind  of 
hunt,”  he said, could be “ more 
damaging to freedom than the 
[presumed] v illa in  him self.”  

Elsewhere in the nation’s acad
emic com m unity there were signs 
of grow ing student support fo r 
and interest in  the case. The I l 
linois-W isconsin Region of the Na
tiona l Student Association issued 
a policy statement deploring the 
ind ictm ent as “ a v io la tion  of basic 
rights of speech and assembly”  
and urg ing  a ll member schools to 
provide aid to the defense. I t  also 
urged NSA action on the national 
level “ to defend the IU  students.”  

Meanwhile, the three defendants 
are touring d iffe ren t areas of the 
East and M id-W est, describing the 
case to student audiences. And 
sales o f a special issue of the 
Young Socialist, w h ich reports the 
case in  detail, mounted in to  the 
thousands.
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Evian Pact Proves Not So Binding

Algerians Wrest Concessions from French

ALGERIAN HERITAGE. Some of the countless refugees during 
Algeria’s costly war for independence. When the French decided 
to call it quits, Algeria was so exhausted from blood-letting that 
it was compelled to accept harsh peace terms at Evian. Now 
Algerian people are pressing for revision of the Evian accord.

By Joseph Hansen
PAR IS — The movement of 

mass forces in  A lgeria  disrupted 
the attem pt of French im perialism  
to tie  down the A lgerian Revolu
tion  w ith  the strings of the Evian 
accords.

France could impose th is one
sided cease-fire agreement only 
because of A lgeria ’s exhaustion 
a fte r more than seven years of 
one o f the bloodiest suppressions 
in  history. D uring  the war, con
ducted under various French gov
ernments, villages by the thou
sands were turned in to  ovens w ith  
napalm ; ten m illio n  anti-personnel 
mines were sown in  vast fields 
closing o ff the fron tie rs; tortures 
w o rthy  o f the Nazis were in flic ted  
on prisoners who were not m u r
dered on capture. A lgerian ca
sualties reached an estimated m il
lio n  and a ha lf out of a popula
tion  of some ten m illion . The un 
favorable character of the Evian 
accords was thus one of the con
sequences of the te rro r employed 
in  previous years by the French.

B u t the te rro r had consequences 
completely unforeseen by French 
im perialism . The colonials, con
tinuing* in  the logic of the years 
o f the “ d ir ty  w ar,”  undertook on 
th e ir own in itia tive  to prevent de 
Gaulle from  m aking the conces
sion of a cease-fire. The ir 
method was a mad bloodletting 
w h ich  paled everyth ing tha t had 
gone before.

Colonials Panicked
When this fea rfu l orgy fa iled to 

b lock the A lgerians from  w inn ing  
national independence, the col
onials, panicked by fear of reprisal 
from  the ir victim s, fled  the coun
try . O ut of one m illion , 800,000 
returned to France, abandoning 
th e ir properties. These constituted 
the most fe r tile  holdings, the 
heart of A lgeria ’s agricu ltu ra l 
economy.

For a ll th e ir calculations, the 
French im peria lists had not taken 
th is  possib ility  in to  account when 
they w rote up the Evian accords.

Out o f sheer necessity to get 
things going, the peasants on the 
b ig  estates began to take them 
over and run  them. Masses o f A l
gerian peasants who had held out 
in  the mountains or had gone into 
refuge in  Tunisia and Morocco, 
came back to the ir home country, 
ragged, hungry and desperate. 
They took over land w ithou t w a it
ing  fo r anyone’s permission and 
began cu ltiva ting  i t  to get in  the 
earliest possible crop. Tens of 
thousands, demobilized from  the 
freedom arm y last fa ll, jo ined 
them. A lgeria ’s agrarian reform  
was underway. The years o f te r

ro r w hich had delayed i t  served 
to make its fin a l outcome ex tra 
o rd in a rily  sw ift.

The agrarian reform  was a mas
sive movement of tremendous 
power, invo lv ing  nine-tenths of 
the population. In  addition, the 
movement proved to have a cer
ta in socialist consciousness. The 
example of the Soviet Union has 
become a liv in g  factor in  mass 
politics in  many parts of the 
w orld. In  A lgeria, sympathetic 
support from  China and the ex
ample of Cuba gave pow erfu l re 
inforcem ent to th is general 
phenomenon. Besides, the A lge r
ians have absorbed a good deal of 
the best of European culture, not 
least of which is a favorable ap
preciation of socialism.

Practical Needs

Management committees, called 
fo r by the most practical needs, 
began to appear spontaneously 
here and there. The Ben Bella 
w ing of the government supported 
these in  conscious opposition to 
dangerous signs of neo-colonialism 
which also began appearing and 
w hich were fostered by French 
im perialism . I t  was this course 
tha t began to a ttract the masses 
to Ben Bella, f in a lly  w inn ing  h im  
enormous popularity.

The process reached its decisive 
po in t in  March and A p ril. On 
March 18 the French exploded a 
test nuclear bomb at d ’ln -E kke r 
in  the Sahara. This flag ran t v io la 
tion of A lge ria ’s sovereignty was 
perfectly  legal, the French 
claimed, because i t  was covered 
by the Evian accords. W hy they 
chose the firs t anniversary of the 
signing of the agreement as the 
most propitious occasion to flaun t 
th is “ lega lity ”  was never ex
plained.

In  face of the popular indigna
tion  over th is nuclear test tha t 
swept a ll o f N orth  A frica  and, 
indeed, countries throughout the 
w orld , the A lgerian government 
had lit t le  choice bu t to act. Its 
counter-thrust was a series of 
measures w hich had been in p re
paration fo r some months.

The most s ign ifican t was the 
conversion o f the “ vacated p ro 
perties,”  w hich the colonials had 
le ft behind when they fled  to 
France, in to  national property. Up 
to th is po in t legal ownership had 
remained w ith  the colonials even 
though the ir farms and other en
terprises were being operated by 
management committees. Under 
the law  the colonials could re turn  
and claim  the ir properties a l
though they had to w o rk  out a r
rangements w ith  the management 
committees about pro fits. This

possib ility  was ended by the an
nouncement March 29 of a decree 
tha t the “ vacated properties”  had 
been “ d e fin itive ly ”  and w ithou t 
“ recourse”  transferred to the man
agement committees of the w o rk 
ers.

W ith in  the next day large hold
ings of both French and A lgerian 
owners tha t had not been “ vacat
ed”  were likew ise nationalized 
and turned over to management 
committees.

The committees today run  some 
12,000 farms embracing 3,750,000 
acres. This is about ha lf o f a ll the 
land held by the colonialists. The 
balance consists of the smaller 
enterprises.

W hat fu rth e r steps w il l  be taken 
in  the agrarian reform  has not yet 
been announced. A m ar Ouzegane, 
M in is te r of Agricu ltu re , has in 
dicated tha t m axim um  size of 
priva te  farms may soon be set by 
law . The figures he indicated were 
from  100 to 125 acres fo r grains, 
25 to 37% acres fo r orchards and 
5 to 12% acres fo r truck gardens. 
I f  th is were to go in to  effect, i t  
w ould fin ish  the smaller colonial 
landholders.

The decrees announced March 
29 involved much more than end
ing priva te  ownership of the “ va
cated properties.”  They also made 
Management Committees a legal 
en tity  and provided fo r W orkers’ 
Councils and General Assemblies 
of Workers, a ll of w hich are to 
be democratically elected.

No Pious Declaration
The decree was not a pious de

claration meant fo r the record. On 
the one hand i t  recognized and 
made into law  w hat had already 
been happening a ll over A lgeria. 
On the other hand, i t  gave fresh 
impetus to th is same movement, 
w idening and deepening it, g iv 
ing i t  a defin ite  structure, lin k in g  
i t  to the state, and bring ing  i t  
clearly in to  national consciousness 
as a b ig move towards socialism.

Ben Bella summed up the sig
nificance of the new laws on 
A p r il 22 as follows:

“ The socialist po licy inscribed 
in  the T rip o li program and begun 
in  a concrete way by the govern
ment is now irreversib le. I t  w il l  
be fo llowed up in  the coming days 
and weeks by a national campaign 
fo r the democratic reorganization 
of the Management Committees 
and by the preparation, in  the best

(Continued from Page 1)
Mississippi and Georgia fo r  vo t
ing.

D ick Gregory, the main speak
er, drew the longest and warmest 
applause. H is arm  was in  a sling 
from  the b ru ta l beating he re 
ceived in  the B irm ingham  ja il.  He 
said everyone was wondering how 
President Kennedy had fin a lly  
found a way to send troops when 
the previous tw o weeks he couldn’t  
fin d  the legal r ig h t to do so. Gre
gory said: “ They’d been beating 
the he ll out of Negroes fo r two 
weeks, bu t they only consider i t  
violence when a w h ite  man gets 
h u rt.”  There is a simple form ula, 
said Gregory, “ Just stab one w hite  
cop and tu rn  over one w h ite  cab, 
and troops w il l  be there, in  the 
m orning.”

The same po in t was made at an 
emergency ra lly  in  San Francisco, 
the day the B irm ingham  truce was 
broken. The ra lly , at the civic 
plaza, was called w ith  v ir tu a lly  
no notice bu t some 1,000 persons 
attended. Most of them were Ne
groes. The day before pickets 
protested the use of dogs by po
lice in  B irm ingham  and in  San 
Francisco in  m ino rity  neighbor
hoods. “ Rights, Not B ites!”  said 
one slogan.

In  H artfo rd , Conn., about 2,000 
persons demonstrated on the lawn 
of the capitol May 19 in  a protest 
organized by the local NAACP 
branch. In  W hite Plains, N.Y.,

conditions, of the ir National Con
gress, the f irs t step tow ard the 
realization of the popular struc
tures of the agrarian reform .”

The response of the masses was 
spectacular. In  a national tour 
made by Ben Bella im m ediately 
fo llow ing  enactment of the meas
ures, the tu rnou t of crowds re 
sembled the great moments in  the 
Cuban Revolution when the po
pulace poured into the streets and 
plazas to back revo lu tionary steps 
undertaken by the government. 
The burst of popular enthusiasm 
in  A lgeria, ending months of cool 
reserve toward Ben Bella, in  i t 
self became a new po litica l factor. 
Its  immediate effect was to sig
n ifica n tly  bolster the Ben Bella 
w ing  in  the government. In  a 
w ide r sense i t  registered national 
recognition tha t the m ain lines 
had been la id  down o f an agrarian 
re form  even more radical than the 
one carried out in  Cuba.

The A lgerian Revolution has 
been greatly strengthened by the 
le ftw a rd  development of govern
ment power, by the d irect in te r
vention of the masses in  taking 
over the land and organizing 
Management Committees, by the

about 800 persons marched 
through tow n carry ing  signs say
ing, “ We won’t  w a it another 100 
years,”  “ Police Dogs Must Go,”  
and “ Kennedy is President of 
Alabama Too.”

The Englewood, N.J., movement, 
which has been fig h tin g  de facto 
segregation in  elementary schools 
fo r several years, increased in  
m ilitancy  as the B irm ingham  
events unfolded. Negro parents 
who have been boycotting an in 
fe r io r and v ir tu a lly  a ll-N egro 
school sent th e ir ch ild ren  on “ s it- 
ins”  at a modem and v ir tu a lly  
a ll-w h ite  school. Unless a new 
state in tegration ru lin g  is applied 
immediately, the parents say, the 
s it-ins w il l  be intensified. The 
movement’s attorney, Paul Zuber, 
last week declared tha t Northern 
Negroes w ould have to resort to 
B irm ingham -type mass move
ments to gain equality.

In  D etro it, the Trade Union 
Leadership Council, an a ffilia te  of 
the Negro Am erican Labor Coun
cil, proposed a M arch on Wash
ington to press fo r decisive fed
eral action. The A FL-C IO  execu
tive  council, meeting in  St. Louis, 
f in a lly  expressed m oral support 
of the B irm ingham  Negroes in  a 
statement last week.

Discussing the B irm ingham  s it
uation at a meeting in  Cleveland 
M ay 20, National Urban League 
director, W hitney M. Young Jr., 
criticized President Kennedy fo r

favorable response of Ben Bella to 
this development, and by the new 
upsurge of the. mass movement 
which his action touched o ff in  
turn. W hile A lgeria  remains ex
ceedingly vulnerable to French 
financia l pressure, the re lation of 
forces has been altered. A lge ria ’s 
demand fo r revision o f the Evian 
accords reflected this im prove
ment in its position.

The process begun w ith  the de
fin itiv e  step fo rw ard  in  carry ing 
out the agrarian re form  w ill,  as 
i t  continues, fu rth e r strengthen 
the hand of the A lgerian  people 
in seeking to w in  a more favorable 
“ contract”  from  the im peria lis t 
boss than the one they were forced 
to sign at Evian.

Next week: Where Ben Bella 
Stands

“ In  those wretched countries 
where a man cannot call his 
tongue his own, he can scarce call 
anything his own. Whoever w ould  
overthrow  the libe rty  of a nation  
must begin by subduing the free
ness o f speech; a th ing te rrib le  to 
pub lick traytors.”  —  Benjam in 
F rank lin  (1706-1798)

calling on w hite  advisors only, 
when he was deciding w hat ac
tion to take in  Alabama. Young 
also declared tha t Negroes need 
more than equal rights. They 
need, he said, “ a dram atic de
mand fo r compensation.”  “ Indus
try  must employ Negroes because 
they are Negroes,”  he declared.

Young also characterized the 
B irm ingham  settlement as a fa i l
ure. A  mere absence o f conflic t 
where the Negro people have suf
fered so much is not a v ic to ry, he 
said.

If You W ant to Know 
More About the Polit- 
ical Views of th e  

Algerian Leaders
Read

The Tripoli 
Program

Adopted by the National Liberation 
Front at a conference in Tripoli in 
June 1962 ¡ust prior to taking the 
reins of government.

50 cents

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
I 16 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

Notables Back Aid to Algeria
Encouraging progress in preparations for a conference to 

be held in Algiers June 15-19 to consider ways and means of 
bringing non-government aid to Algeria was reported at a 
meeting held in the capital of the newly independent country 
April 11.

Among prominent European figures who have endorsed 
the conference, according to Michel Raptis, who made the re
port, are Bertrand Russell, Fenner Brockway, Michael Scott, 
Konni Zilliacus, Basil Davidson, Ian Mikardo, Claude Bourdet, 
René Dumont, Alfred Sauvy and Pierre Lebrun.

“This conference w ill be above all a political demonstra
tion of solidarity with the socialist Algeria that is being born,” 
said Raptis.

The conference will be opened by Ben Bella after which 
commissions w ill be set up to work with government special
ists in surveying needs in various fields such as agriculture, 
industrialization, finance, etc. On the basis of these studies, 
full sessions of the conference w ill discuss possible plans of 
action.

Among Algeria’s most acute needs are technicians, teach
ers, doctors, and skilled mechanics.

One of the speakers expressed the hope that the confer
ence will consider the feasibility of organizing voluntary brig
ades to come to Algeria and help particularly in giving maxi
mum impulsion to the socialist sector of its economy.

Anyone interested in getting in touch with the committee 
in charge of preparations for the conference should write 
Gilles Viali, 102 Boulevard du Télemly, Algiers, Algeria.

... Kennedy Rapped at N orthern R allies
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¿fottohA J ’Aom Owi fisad&M
Birmingham and Barbarism

Seattle, Wash.
D uring  the decay of the Roman 

Em pire rebellious slaves were cast 
in to  the arena to be to m  apart by 
lions and other w ild  beasts fo r 
the sport o f the Patricians, and 
as a deterrent to  slave revolts. 
Modern c iv ilized people shudder 
at the h istory of these bru tish  a f
fa irs  and properly so.

B u t when the police o f B irm in g 
ham, Ala., used trained vicious 
dogs to rend and tear human flesh 
i t  is odd tha t we do not hear a 
resounding protest throughout the 
nation. A re  we a nation of ba r
barians? A re  we to a llow  people 
who resist bombings and m urder 
to be torn  apart by vicious dogs? 
W hatever one may th in k  of the 
justice of the Negro libera tion

10 Y E A R S  A G O  

IN  T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ Laboris D a ily  states tha t ‘Sen. 

Joseph M cC arthy’s 1953 inqu is i
tion  became even more fr igh ten 
ing  w ith  the government an
nouncement tha t a ne tw ork of de
tention camps fo r dangerous sub
versives w il l  be ready fo r occu
pancy next- year . . .

“ The paper quotes Sen. H erbert 
H. Lehman of New York, a libe ra l 
Democrat, who said at the tim e 
the b il l  was before Congress that 
i t  ‘w il l,  in  fact, d istract from  our 
in te rna l security.’

“ B u t the orig ina l b i l l  presented 
by McCarran d id not contain any 
concentration - camp provisions. 
These were introduced and spon
sored by Sen. Lehman him self 
and his Democratic associates, 
Senators K ilgore  (W. V a.), Doug
las (111.), H um phrey (M in n .), and 
K efauver (Tenn.). McCarran 
m erely incorporated th e ir b i l l  fo r 
detention o f alleged ‘subversives’ 
w ith o u t ju ry  tr ia l in to  his own 
w itch -hun t measure.

“ I f  the labor and libe ra l forces 
w ant to save themselves, they’ve 
got to un ite  and f ig h t to  do away 
w ith  th is detention-camp law  a l
together. Such camps are ju s t as 
vicious and repressive and against 
a ll democratic rights whether they 
are fille d  by a M cCarthy or some 
allegedly more ‘lib e ra l’ exponent 
of concentration-camps fo r ‘Com
m unists’ and ‘subversives.’ ”  — 
M ay 25, 1953.

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O
“ L ike  a ll practica l liars, [co l

um nist W a lte r] W inchell uses one 
kernel o f tru th : The M ilita n t has 
been deprived of its  second-class 
m a iling  privileges. Not, however 
fo r fascist connections, as W in 
chell ly in g ly  claims, bu t fo r the 
exact opposite reason. The per
secution of The M ilita n t is a con
tinuation  of the persecution which 
began in  the famous Minneapolis 
labor tr ia l, in  w hich eighteen 
trade unionists and Trotskyists 
Were convicted because they are 
fo llowers of Len in  —  i.e., they 
are revo lu tionary M arxists, the 
opposite of fascists.

“ As fo r the rest of W inchell’s 
lies, Jacques D orio t is not and 
never was a T ro tskyis t —  he was 
a S ta lin is t leader before he be
came a fascist; Quisling’s w ife  
may be a ‘U kra in ian  Party lead
er,’ but not of a T ro tskyis t party ; 
and the only connection • between 
Norwegian Trotskyists and the 
Nazis is tha t any T ro tskyis t caught 
in  Nazi-held te rr ito ry  o r in  Ger
many is executed or imprisoned 
—  our lis t o f such m artyrs is un
fo rtuna te ly  a ll too long. . . .

“ We Trotskyists were figh ting  
and dying in  the struggle against 
fascism when M r. W inchell 
thought tha t fascism was the la t
est dance step from  Cuba.”  — 
M ay 22, 1943.

movement his conscience has sunk 
to a low  depth i f  he does not 
protest the using of dogs by police. 
I  have heard “ commentators”  
bemoaning the fact tha t the B ir 
m ingham Negroes stabbed some 
of these dogs. ( In  self-defense.) 
This is “ crue lty  to animals.”  Have 
these people forgotten tha t se lf- 
preservation is the f irs t law  of 
nature? Do they know that i t  is 
crue lty  to humans to be torn  by 
vicious dogs?

When these things are resorted 
to by so-called C hristian c iv ilized  
people i t  makes one wonder i f  we 
are not s lipping back in to  the dark 
ages of p rim itive  savagery. I t  is 
the surest sign of in te llectua l de
cay and m oral bankruptcy. I t  is 
proof positive of the complete 
decadence of bourgeois democracy. 
By degrees we have been made 
accustomed to one fo rm  of b ru ta li
ty  a fte r another and i f  we do not 
call a ha lt to th is sort of fiend 
ish treatm ent of human beings we 
m ight as w e ll inscribe the sku ll 
and crossbone on the banner of 
the nation and raise the slogan 
“ Back to Barbarism .”

Jack W righ t

Criticizes Halstead Article
Pueblo, Colo.

I  have subscribed to The M il i 
tant fo r tw o years. I  have not a l
ways agreed w ith  your editoria ls 
nor some o f the views p u t fo rth  
in  your articles. But, on the whole, 
I  very h igh ly  regard your report
ing and selection of subjects.

M y critic ism  o f the current 
M ay 6 issue of The M ilita n t is 
concerned w ith  Fred Halstead’s 
article, “ W hy No Stand on V ie t
nam?”

I t  seems to me the f irs t  th ing 
to be considered fo r m axim um  
sympathy and support fo r Peace 
and ban-the-bom b and an ti-nu 
clear walks and demonstrations is 
to keep the public eye focused on 
a f irs t-th in g s -firs t subject —  i.e., 
Nuclear W ar and Mass Destruc
tion. H ow are we going to do this 
when, at the wrong tim e and at 
the wrong place, a subject is a l
lowed to enter tha t can create 
grounds — no m atter how f l im 
sy —  in the peace movement as a 
whole fo r ideological and po litica l 
differences of opinion? This weak
ens the purpose.

W hy is i t  tha t one of the w o rld ’s 
most m ilita n t socialist move
ments is so adept at being out of 
tim ing  w ith  reality?

P.S.

Halstead's Reply
New Y ork, N.Y.

The peace movement does not 
have to raise the issue o f V ie t
nam at every demonstration. For 
example, the Women S trike  fo r 
Peace was perfectly in  order to 
stick to the question of nuclear 
testing at its recent Washington 
demonstration. B u t i t  is scanda
lous fo r the peace movement as 
a whole to ignore the V ietnam  
war. C erta in ly  i t  must be raised 
at general peace demonstrations 
such as the Easter Peace Walks.

I t  is true tha t the danger of 
nuclear w ar is p rim ary. And tha t 
is the po in t on w h ich  there is 
the w idest agreement •— at least 
verba lly . Even Kennedy and his 
Pentagon generals say they agree 
to that. B u t they go r ig h t on 
preparing fo r nuclear war. And 
the Soviet Union fo llows suit. Not 
only that, b u t Kennedy and his 
generals go r ig h t on try in g  to con
tro l the w orld  and starting wars 
in  the process.

They ready nuclear weapons 
ju s t in  case one of the small wars 
escalates in to  the b ig  one. They 
do a ll th is  in  the name of "peace.”  
Even the ir slogan fo r Arm ed 
Forces Day th is year is “ Power 
fo r Peace.”

The po in t is tha t in  order to be 
effective in  figh ting  the big nu 
clear w ar i t  is necessary to fig h t 
against each concrete move that 
brings the w orld  closer to the 
b rin k  of tha t w ar —  i.e., such 
moves as the U.S. in tervention in 
Vietnam.

Some peace leaders insist on 
lim itin g  the movement to abstract 
propaganda about the danger of 
nuclear war. This is bu t a fu tile  
e ffo rt to m ainta in collaboration 
w ith  p ro-co ld -w ar elements who 
are embarrassed by any opposi
tion to Kennedy’s concrete w a rlike  
acts.

This is a disastrous policy. The 
fact is tha t the pro-co ld -w ar ele
ments make up only a tin y  por
tion of the activists of the move
ment. They must not be allowed 
to silence the rest.

The peace movement should 
educate the Am erican people by 
exposing each w a rlike  policy. I t  
should seek to d rive  a wedge be
tween the warmakers and the 
young people who are attracted in 
s ign ificant numbers by the peace 
demonstrations. I t  can do th is in  
a va rie ty  o f ways. B u t one of them 
should certa in ly  be an exposure of 
the U.S. role in  Vietnam.

F ina lly , how can a peace move
ment rea lis tica lly  hope to w in  
s ign ificant support fo r opposition 
to fu tu re  wars i f  i t  proves itse lf 
incapable of opposing one tha t is 
going on r ig h t now?

Fred Halstead

From the Wilderness
Jamaica, N.Y.

Sorry to be late w ith  the money 
fo r m y renewal bu t I  was saving 
fo r the Young Socialist fund drive.

The M ilita n t is like  a flam e in  
the n ight out here in the capita lis t 
wilderness.

A.K.

Disagrees on 'Great Debate'
Brooklyn, N.Y.

I t  takes a most peculiar sort of 
M arxism  to w rite  a m ulti-paged 
pamphlet on Russia and China 
w h ile  mentioning such microscopic 
entities as the Russian and Chinese 
peasantry bu t once. Yet th is feat 
appears to have been accomplished 
by the M arx is t author of the pam
phlet entitled: Moscow vs. Pek
ing: The Meaning of the Great 
Debate.

“ The great debate!”  For, as i t  
also appears in  the d ic tionary of 
Huberman and Sweezy, cutting 
down of any aid to a v ir tu a l zero 
or supplying a v ir tu a l enemy w ith  
arms is a metaphysical “ debate”  
to be sure, not an earth ly quarrel. 
B u t le t th is be as i t  is.

Meanwhile, whatever m igh t be 
the “ essential meaning o f the 
S ino-Soviet dispute,”  the conten
tion here is tha t the above men
tioned pamphlet contains less than 
a surmise of the real conditions 
p reva iling  presently in  Russia and 
China as w e ll. For in  antique 
M arxism -Lenin ism , the d iffe ren 
tia tion  of peasantry, being no se
cret whatsoever, was always con
sidered as a m atter o f h istorical 
necessity so long as the w orld  
m arket existed and was dominated 
by the capita list class. According 
to th is k ind of M arxism -Lenin ism , 
the strong suspicion is that, in  the

decomposition of the “ S ta lin is t 
m onolith ,”  the h itherto  concealed 
process of the d iffe ren tia tion  of 
the peasantry, w h ich  S ta lin ism  
sought to check at any cost, breaks 
at last to the surface causing the 
center of g rav ity  of the state 
power to sh ift from  the main, pet
ty  peasant bu lk of peasantry to
ward the m iddle and w e ll-to -do  
peasant fractions of the entire 
class.

Moreover, w hat happens to be 
suspected by the Chinese is tha t 
the real “ essential meaning”  of 
the so-called de-S ta lin ization 
m ight prove to be an ideological 
and po litica l in troduction to de- 
collectivization. Yet w ithou t the 
rig id  fram ew ork of S ta lin is t col
lectiv ization or “ m onolith”  the 
entire peasant class can never 
m ainta in itse lf as a class because 
peasantry, even “ collectivized,”  is 
constantly pregnant w ith  an i r 
repressible tendency to its own 
disintegration and thus “ begets 
capita lism  day in, day out.”

I t  is, fu rthe r, more than a suspi
cion on the pa rt o f the Chinese, 
leaders of the greatest petty peas
ant nation of the w orld , tha t in  
constrast to S talin, the late mas
te r of the so-called socialist camp, 
his form er office boys like  K h ru 
shchev and T ito  no longer repre
sent the to ta l interest of the peas
ant class as a whole bu t pursue 
the pa rticu la r interests o f the la t
te r’s m iddle and w e ll-to -do  sec
tions and thus act as tra ito rs  to 
the peasant cause in  general. The 
“ essential meaning”  of the “ great 
debate”  could be understood th is 
way i f  M arxism  were no t a fo r 
eign language among the modem 
socialists.

M . M ain

It Was Reported in the Press
Pentagon Meets Match? —  The

Pentagon has inform ed H o lly 
wood tha t in  the fu tu re  i f  i t  
wants to use the m ilita ry  in  its 
film s i t  w il l  have to subm it each 
request in  detail. Retorted F rank 
Freeman, vice president of Para
m ount and an industry  spokes
man: “ I  th in k  the smart th ing  fo r 
the industry to do is to ju s t s it 
pat. The movie industry has done 
more fo r the armed forces than 
the armed forces has done fo r the 
movie industry.”

Progress Report —  Senator P h il
l ip  A. H a rt (D -M ich .) says his 
campaign fo r  more cherries in  
frozen cherry pies is gaining a t
tention. He to ld a M ay 16 news 
conference that the Food and Drug 
A dm in is tra tion  is investigating the 
possib ility  of setting standards fo r 
the number o f cherries in  the pies.

The W ar to C iv ilize  V ietnam  —
A t a recent Senate A rm ed Serv
ices Committee hearing on V ie t
nam, Senator R ichard Russell 
(D -G a.) had th is to say to M a
rine  Gen. David Shoup: “ I  th in k  
you should call to  the attention 
of the people runn ing  the show 
out there the advisab ility  o f of
fe ring  rewards to the peasants 
who w il l  come in  and reveal the 
location of these people [the guer
r i l la  figh te rs ]. We m igh t promise 
them a couple of w ater bu ffa lo  or 
a new w ife  or some money or 
three or fou r acres of rice land — 
almost anyth ing w ould be cheaper 
than w hat we are doing.”

They’l l  Stop at N othing —  A
press release from  the Institu te

fo r the Study of the USSR almost 
escaped our notice because i t  was 
addressed to the sports editor. The 
release solemnly warns: “ B ra in 
washing, yoga, and deep breathing 
of ionized a ir in  special chambers 
are being applied to shape up So
v ie t athletes fo r  the 1964 O lym 
pic games, according to an anal
ysis by the Institu te  fo r the Study 
of the USSR.”

T h ink  You’ve Got I t  Tough? —
To indicate the d ifficu ltie s  tha t 
beset the higher stratum  of soci
ety, we quote the fo llow ing  from  
the M ay 17 column of New York  
H erald Tribune  women’s-feature 
ed itor Eugenia Sheppard: “ The
most nervous man in  the b ig 
crowd at Princess A lexandra ’s 
wedding the other day was John 
Cavanagh. ‘I  breathed one sigh of 
re lie f when she got back down 
the aisle from  the a lta r safely,’ 
Cavanagh says. ‘There were a ll 
kinds of things tha t could have 
happened, like  her stepping on the 
hem or disarranging the ve il . . .’ 
The whole performance was such 
a stra in tha t the English designer

had to drop everyth ing and take 
a vacation in  Ire land afterwards. 
Only by long w alks in  the coun
try  and no telephone calls could 
he forget w hat he w ent’ through 
keeping the dress secret from  
newspaper reporters.”

Note to Jobless —  Ewan Clague 
o f the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
predicts tha t by 1970 the demand 
w il l  have doubled fo r astronomers 
and oceanographers.

I t  M igh t Have Crippled Sales —
Thalidomide, the drug tha t re 
sulted in  the b ir th  o f deformed 
babies, was w ithd raw n  from  sale 
in  Germany in  November 1961 
“ and made front-page news a ll 
over the country,”  says Dr. Helen 
B. Taussig, noted pediatrician. 
“ Not one w ord was leaked to the 
U nited States [o f] w ha t was going 
on, or tha t a drug was suspected,”  
Dr. Taussig said, according to the 
May 10 Baltim ore Sun. Tha lido
m ide d idn ’t  h it the headlines in  
the U.S. u n til the fo llow ing  sum
m er when a number o f cases of 
deformed b irths  came to lig h t 
here.

Thought for the Week
“ Were there a vengefu lly selective atom weapon, k ill in g  only those 

whose names had appeared in  opposition to it  on letterheads of peace 
organizations, action appeals and fu ll-page newspaper ads, the nation  
w ould be deprived of many of its  leading scientists . . . whole u n i
versity departments, college presidents, w rite rs , artists, editors, and 
so on. S ign ifican tly , there w ould be almost no casualties in  the Con
gress o f the United States . . . ”  —  A rth u r Herzog in  the M ay 19 New  
Y ork Times.

IN T R O D U C T O R Y  OFFER!
A Four-Month Subscription 
To The Militant for only $1
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. . .  Southern Freedom Fight Ford Co. Penalizes Chicago Unionists 
For Refusing to W ork Unsafe Machine

M ili ta n t  p ho to  b y  B e v e rly  W ebber

DEMANDED SAFETY. Pickets at Ford’s Chicago Heights Stamp
ing Plant who walked out when five local union officers were 
fired for refusing to permit operation of giant p’ress with safety 
device removed.

(Continued from  Page 1)
victions of s it-inners in  s ix test 
cases. In  effect, the court ru led 
local segregation laws unconstitu
tional.

In  Cambridge, Maryland, a 
figh ting  leadership and a m ilita n t 
local rank and file , aided by stu
dent demonstrators from  several 
states, have won a s ign ificant v ic 
tory. The latest round of dem
onstrations began s ix  weeks ago 
and were stepped up May 13. The 
ja ils  were bulging as a result of 
the “ ja i l  u n til v ic to ry ”  policy of 
demonstrators led by Miss G loria 
Richardson, chairman o f the
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Rev. Fred L. Shuttles- 
worth, Negro civil-rights 
fighter of Birmingham, has 
been elected president of 
the militant pro-integration 
Southern Conference Edu
cation Fund. He succeeds 
Bishop Edgar A. Love of 
Baltimore who resigned be
cause of ill health, 
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Cambridge N onviolent Action 
Committee. W hile  she sat in  ja il, 
Reginald Robinson, 23-year-old 
fie ld  secretary fo r the Student 
N onviolent C o-ord inating Com
mittee, took charge of the dem
onstrations.

Police were getting edgy and 
reaching fo r th e ir guns as they 
confronted lines of singing dem
onstrators. A  local adult Negro 
leader, H erbert St. C la ir, a mem
ber of an old Cambridge fam ily  
w ith  many members in  the move
ment, declared to the press: “ We 
are not going to inv ite  violence, 
bu t i f  we are attacked, we are 
not going to tu rn  the other cheek... 
our people aren’t going to run any
more.”

County Judge W. La ird  Henry 
J r. offered to arrange negotiations, 
provided the demonstrations were 
called off. Said Robinson: “ We 
can’t  do it. The last tim e we 
stopped demonstrating in  order 
fo r  the tow n ’s leaders to take 
action the truce lasted 18 months 
and noth ing happened.”

Judge H enry then arranged fo r 
negotiations anyway. The Negroes 
won some agreement on a ll the ir 
demands, includ ing  no prosecution

fo r the 79 persons arrested since 
May 13, desegregation of a ll pub
lic  facilities, promises of a housing 
project in  a Negro neighborhood 
and job  opportunities. Then on 
May 19, Robinson “ suspended”  the 
demonstrations.

In  Jackson, M ississippi, where 
the N orth Jackson NAACP Youth 
Council has been sponsoring a 
boycott fo r five  months, Negroes 
demanded good-fa ith negotiations 
May 13 and threatened “ heavy and 
intense d irect action.”  Jackson 
M ayor A llen  Thompson replied by 
refusing negotiations and declar
ing that the c ity  would meet dem
onstrators w ith  police, dogs, fire  
hoses, state troopers and the na
tiona l guard.

Replied the N orth Jackson 
Youth Council: “ We have made it  
very clear that racism is going to 
be discarded — fo rth w ith  . . .  I f  
good-faith negotiations do not take 
place, or i f  the ir results are in 
tangible or non-substantial — then 
we are prepared fu lly  fo r the most 
large-scale type of demonstrations. 
We are m obiliz ing now fo r heavy 
action in  the very near fu tu re .”

The boycott movement has set 
up a fo rm al strategy committee 
w ith  Miss Pearlena Lewis and M r. 
John Salter —  both of the N orth  
Jackson Youth Council — as co- 
chairmen.

Rev. M. L. King

M A Y  20 -— Cook County Court 
in  Chicago issued an in junction  to 
United Auto  W orkers Local 588 
ordering an immediate end to the 
nine-day strike  over safety condi
tions. Local officers said they 
w ould comply.

By Beatrice Hansen
CHICAGO, M ay 19 — The Ford 

M otor Company is threatening to 
f ire  3,700 members o f United Auto  
W orkers Local 588 at its  Chicago 
Heights Stamping P lant. Workers 
there have been on strike  since 
M ay 11 over the suspension of 
five  local officia ls.

Company o ffic ia ls sent regist
ered letters to a ll workers w arn
ing tha t the ir absence violates the 
agreement w ith  the UAW  and that 
fa ilu re  to report fo r w ork  w il l  
subject them to discharge.

Closed Plant
The workers closed the plant 

down tig h t May 11, a fte r five  o f
fic ia ls  o f the ir local, includ ing the 
president, were given d isc ip linary 
layoffs fo r “ impeding production.”  
They had refused to le t an 800- 
ton stamp press operate a fte r its 
automatic loading device had been 
removed. The rem oval forced the 
men on the press to craw l under 
the machine to load i t  —  a very 
dangerous operation.

This is one of 220 health and 
safety grievances pending against 
the company, a seven-year high 
according to the local president. 
The union has no representation 
on the safety committees in  the 
plant and no voice in safety m at
ters.

Bernard Fox, president of Local 
588, and John Conway, u n it com
mitteeman, were given tw o - 
months suspension each, and three 
other committeemen received tw o- 
weeks suspension on M ay 9. On 
May 10, and again on May 13, 
over 3,000 workers voted unanim 
ously to support the ir officers. 
The workers said they w ould not 
go back to w ork  u n til a ll union 
officers were back and the com
pany agreed not to d iscipline any 
union members. A  telegram was 
sent asking UAW  President W al

te r Reuther and National Ford 
D irector Ken Bannon to attend the 
meeting, and also requesting 
strike  authorization. Neither Reu
ther nor Bannon came to the 
meeting. Instead they sent a tele
gram asking the men to re tu rn  to 
work.

Because of an ti-labo r laws, no 
union funds can be used in  this 
s trike  and the men are ju s t “ on 
vacation”  o r “ goin’ fish ing,”  as 
they put it. B u t there is 24-hour 
picket du ty  at a ll the p lan t gates 
and picket signs say: “ We W alk 
’t i l  Ford Talks Sense”  and “ No 
Safety, No U nion; No Union, No 
W ork.”  The Teamsters and ra il
road workers are honoring the 
picket lines. The local had a sim
ila r s trike  over safety about a year 
and a ha lf ago.

In te rnationa l o ffic ia ls met w ith  
the company on May 17 and 
agreed tha t the strike  is “ un 

authorized and illega l.”  They 
worked out a compromise to re 
duce the tw o-m onth  suspensions to 
30 days, to discipline on ly 16 and 
not to fire  any strikers. Bannon 
and Robert Johnston of Region 4 
said the o ffe r was good only i f  
accepted that day. I t  was rejected 
at a membership meeting. The 
members then marched to the 
company gates to demonstrate 
the ir so lidarity. The workers are 
very angry about the In te rna tion 
a l’s refusal to authorize the ir 
strike.

According to the May 19 C hi
cago Tribune, Local 588 President 
Bernard Fox predicted the U AW  
would appoint an adm in istra tor to 
replace h im  in the next few  days, 
adding that “ union members are 
very downhearted at the In te rna
tiona l’s position. When they are 
overru ling  3,700 people over a 
simple safety clause, they had 
better reconsider.”

Specter of Great Depression

Chicago’s Needy Go Hungry in Aid Cutoff
ACLU Assails Coast Guard Screening; 
'Risk' Wins Fight as Gov't Ducks Test

By Howard Sievers
CHICAGO, M ay 18 —  N early 

230,000 welfare recipients, most 
of them children, are on the edge 
of starvation in  th is M idwest 
metropolis, w h ile  the state legis
la tu re  wrangles over new restric
tions in  the pub lic-a id  laws. F a il
ure to appropriate needed emer
gency funds has held up re lie f 
checks since the f irs t week of 
M ay and le ft thousands o f fam 
ilies helpless in  the face of evic
tion  and u tility -te rm in a tio n  no
tices.

Spectres of the Great Depres
sion hovered over Chicago as u r 
gent appeals fo r food donations 
went out v ia radio, TV, church 
pu lp its  and w elfare organizations. 
When the results proved p it ifu lly  
inadequate, government food sur
pluses of dried beans, com meal, 
flou r, butter, la rd , dried m ilk  and 
canned hash were requisitioned 
fo r a llo tm ent a t hastily  designated 
d is tribu tion  centers to fam ilies 
w ith  children.

However, unbelievable o ffic ia l 
bungling led to chaos of scanda
lous proportions as thousands of 
recipients m illed  about anxiously 
fo r many hours in  fro n t o f closed 
d is tribu tion  centers. M ayor Daley 
ordered extra  trucks, but forgot to 
get drivers. Trucks were dis
patched to the wrong warehouses, 
chased in  a ll directions by re-

lie f recipients sent to load them.
As lim ited  quantities of some 

food items fin a lly  became ava il
able, fam ilies were required to ac
cept a whole month’s supply of 
whatever came in. Some stations 
doled out only bags of flo u r and 
corn meal, w h ile  other d istributed 
butter, la rd  and dried beans. No 
baby food was available fo r the 
thousands of infants on the re lie f 
rolls. Special recipes required to 
prepare the d ifficu lt-to -co o k  food
stuffs never arrived. Violence 
fla red in te rm itte n tly  as frustrated 
and hum ilia ted throngs of food 
seekers, most of them Negro, grew 
resentful and desperate.

Meanwhile, the Democratic 
w ork ing  m a jo rity  in  the Illino is  
House o f Representatives, as w e ll 
as Democratic Governor Kem er, 
have capitulated at every stage of 
the debate w hich has held the 
legislature deadlocked fo r  more 
than tw o months. The Republican 
m a jo rity  in  the state Senate, de
manding that ceilings be set on 
the amount of re lie f payments, 
has w ithhe ld  approval of the 
emergency funds required by the 
Illin o is  Public A id  Commission 
(IP A C ). These ceilings would, in  
the case of large fam ilies, push 
the ir budget below 11 cents per 
meal per fam ily  member.

When A rno ld  Maremont, a 
Democratic industria lis t, new ly

chosen as IPAC chairman, accused 
the Republicans of “ racism”  and 
“ H itle rism ,”  they prom ptly  w ith 
drew the ir Senate confirm ation of 
his appointment. The Democrats 
gave the ir tac it consent by ab
staining on the vote.

Meanwhile, the v ictim s o f pover
ty  in  Chicago, one of the w o rld ’s 
richest cities, remain ill- fe d , i l l -  
clothed and ill-housed. One s ilve r- 
haired social worker, surveying the 
crowds of hungry men, women and 
children, burst out w ith  tears in  
his eyes, “ This is just like  the 
1930s.”

Reactions varied among the 
people d irec tly  affected. A  38- 
year-o ld Negro fa ther of eight, 
who was fo rm erly  an uhskilled 
construction laborer u n til a back 
in ju ry  forced h im  out of th is line 
of w ork, said g rim ly : “ M y ch il
dren are going to eat. I ’l l  see to 
tha t —  even i f  I  have to go to 
ja il  fo r i t ! ”

A  man in his fifties , thrown 
on the human scrap heap after 
years of w o rk  in  the stockyards, 
and now liv in g  alone in  a one- 
room f la t in  the Negro ghetto, w il l  
have exhausted his meager gro
ceries by next week. Ine lig ib le  
fo r surplus food because he has no 
children, he said: “ There’s prob
ably some things in the garbage 
cans in  the alley I  can p ick up.”

NEW YORK — The American 
C iv il L iberties Union has called 
upon the federal government to 
ha lt and rec tify  abuses of c iv il 
liberties in the Coast Guard’s 
screening of workers out of m a ri
tim e jobs fo r possible le ft-w in g  
views.

The ACLU action came in  the 
form  of a le tte r to Secretary of 
Treasury D illon  (who has ju risd ic 
tion over the Coast G uard), w ith  a 
copy to A tto rney General Ken
nedy, c iting  the outcome of the 
case of Roderick Colman. Col- 
man was screened out o f employ
ment as a merchant seaman be
cause of past membership in  the 
Socialist W orkers Party.

Colman, who adm itted member
ship in  the SWP from  1939 to 
1952 and who had been an o ffic ia l 
of the National M aritim e  Union, 
had been denied validation o f his 
seaman’s papers by the Coast 
Guard. Under the w itch -hun ting  
“ port security”  program, lack of 
such validation prevents a sea
man from  shipping out.

For s ix years Colman, denied 
the r ig h t to w ork at his trade, con
tested the program’s constitu tion
a lity  under the supposedly “ fa ire r”  
procedures announced by the 
Coast Guard a fte r adverse court 
decisions in  1955 and 1956.

Those hearings completed, the 
AC LU  this February filed  a b rie f 
in federal court here charging that

Colman had been unconstitu tional
ly  deprived of his job. The Coast 
Guard case was so weak tha t i t  
preferred to dodge a court deci
sion and on A p r il 29 i t  announced 
it  was sending Colman validated 
papers.

In  his le tte r to Secretary D illon, 
AC LU  Executive Secretary John 
de J. Pemberton J r. said deprival 
of Colman’s rig h t to w o rk  fo r so 
long was a “ disgrace.”  He added: 
“ We dare say that many ex-sea
men o f a varie ty o f le ft-o f-cen te r 
po litica l groups are on the beach 
today because they are the victim s 
of the same frivo lous practices to 
which M r. Colman was subjected.”

A t least 3,788 other seamen and 
dock workers have been denied 
validated papers. C alling fo r an 
immediate review  of the ir cases, 
Pemberton warned: “ We would 
be remiss in  our responsibilities 
i f  we fa iled to have the benefits 
o f th is particu la r case applied to 
the others who have been un 
constitu tiona lly deprived of the ir 
live lihood.”

The Coast Guard’s screening 
program is bu t one o f the poison
ous products of the “ subversive” 
list, inaugurated by the Trum an 
adm inistration, under w hich l i t 
e ra lly  hundreds of organizations 
have been branded as disloyal. 
People in  actual o r alleged asso
ciation w ith  such organizations 
have been w ide ly  victim ized.


