
Mercenaries Fail to Crush 
Congo’s Freedom Fighters

By B arry  Sheppard
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Pressure Is Mounting 
To End Vietnam WarWhen the U.S., Belgium  and 

B rita in  conspired to drop para
troops in to  S tanleyville , they hoped 
tha t c ity ’s loss w ould be the deci
sive blow  against the Congolese 
revolutionaries. The paratroop at
tack was tim ed to spearhead the 
assault on S tan leyville  by the 
w hite  mercenaries leading the 
arm y of the Tshombe puppet gov
ernment.

The w orld -w ide  reaction to this 
hypocritica l im peria lis t aggression
— especially the fu ry  of the new ly 
independent nations of A frica  — 
forced the im peria lists to w ith 
draw the ir paratroops ahead 
of schedule. A lthough press re
ports in  th is country portray the 
Congolese revolutionaries as sav
ages w ho fig h t w ith  black magic. 
I t  is now clear tha t the paratroops 
and w h ite  mercenaries have failed 
to crush the revolution against 
Tshombe.

Under Heavy Attack
The mercenaries hold only sec

tions of cities like  Paulis, and are 
under heavy attack by the rev
olutionaries. M any areas te rro r
ized by the mercenaries as they 
marched to S tan leyville  have been 
re-captured by the revo lu tion 
aries.

That Tshombe had to re ly  on 
Belgian paratroops and w hite m er
cenaries to take S tan leyville  was 
evidence of his regime’s weakness. 
I t  hasn’t  enough support among 
the Congolese or among any other 
black A fricans to form  an effec
tive arm y despite a ll the arms 
and cash from  the U.S. I t  must 
depend on w hite  soldiers fu rn 
ished by the im perialists. Indeed, 
Tshombe recently declared tha t he 
would need the w hite mercenaries 
fo r years to come.

In  Panic
The regime’s shakiness was 

fu rth e r illustra ted by its panic 
over rum ors tha t the people of 
Leopoldville, the capital, were 
planning an uprising Christmas 
Day. Tshombe’s mercenary pilots 
consequently spent the holiday 
fly in g  U.S.-supplied planes low 
over the cap ita l’s shantytowns to 
le t i t  be known tha t any signs of 
unrest would bring  bombing and 
strafing.

Whereas hatred o f th is bloody 
neo-colonialist puppet is almost 
universal in  the Congo, the rev
o lu tionary forces are gaining in 
popu larity  and strength. Moreover 
they have the support and sym
pathy o f almost a ll black A frican 
nations. In  view  of th is develop
ment, the U.S. and Belgian im 
perialists are now pressuring 
Tshombe to “ broaden”  his gov
ernment by bring ing some other 
Congolese po litica l figures in to  it.

The im perialists believe such a 
coalition would d ilu te  the hatred

and contempt in  w hich the regime 
is presently held domestically and 
in te rnationa lly. This, they hope, 
not only would weaken the rev
o lu tionary forces in the Congo, 
but m ight draw support of some 
of the “ moderate”  A frican  na
tions. Recently summoned to 
Brussels, Tshombe accepted the 
coalition proposal. B u t back in  the 
Congo, he began to ba lk . He 
realizes tha t once they had 
“ broadened”  his regime, the im 
perialists m ight take a second 
step — dumping h im  altogether.

\

By H a rry  Ring
NEW YO R K —  A r t Preis, a 

heroic figu re  in  the fig h t fo r so
cialism, died here on the m orn
ing of Dec. 26 a fte r years of seri
ous illness. The immediate cause 
of death was pneumonia. He 
was 53.

He had an outstanding record of 
achievements in  the labor and so
cia list movement, includ ing some 
20 years as labor editor of The 
M ilitan t. The crowning w ork of 
his career was his jus t published 
book, Labor’s G iant Step — 20 
Years of the CIO.

His life  was a ll the more re 
markable in that his achieve
ments were made in  the face of 
seemingly insuperable physical 
obstacles.

In  1940 he learned that he had 
diabetes, a condition that wors
ened w ith  the years. A long w ith  
the diabetes he contracted other 
ailments. He was in  the hospital 
ten times in  the past eight years 
and on at least several of these 
occasions the doctors gave lit t le  
or no hope fo r his recovery. 
Throughout th is period he was in

W ith  the U.S. forces in V ie t
nam suffering a steady erosion of 
the ir po litica l and m ilita ry  posi
tions, a s ign ificant number of pol
iticians in Washington are fin a lly  
beginning to iden tify  themselves 
w ith  the proposal of some form  of 
U.S. w ithdraw al.

Senator Frank Church (D - 
Idaho), fo r example, now declares 
his belief that U.S. involvem ent

A rt Preis 
May 22, 1911 — Dec. 26, 1964

constant pain — pain that heavy 
doses of medicine could only les
sen, not elim inate.

Despite a ll th is he waged an 
incredible fig h t to continue his 
work. He clung to life  u n til he 
saw the publication of his book,

in V ietnam was a m istake in  the 
firs t place and tha t w h ile  he 
doesn’t like  the idea o f the U.S. 
being forced out, “ we must be 
prepared fo r that possib ility.”  His 
remarks were made in  an in te r
v iew  in the January-February 
issue of Ram parts, a libe ra l Cath
o lic magazine.

Church said he opposed pro
posals fo r extending the w ar to

the firs t comprehensive h istory of 
the CIO.

Throughout his serious illness, 
A r t was fortunate in  having ex
cellent doctors who did much to 
keep h im  going. B u t a ll the ir s k ill 
and efforts would have been to 
lit t le  ava il i f  i t  had not been fo r 
two other v ita l factors — his in 
domitable w il l  to live  and the 
unstin ting and tru ly  loving care 
tha t he received from  his rem ark
able w ife  and comrade, Ethel.

Both of them were convinced 
tha t he had good reason to keep 
on liv in g  despite the pain and 
trava il and they both expended 
every ounce of the ir energy to 
keep h im  going when i t  seemed to 
others tha t i t  was impossible fo r 
h im  to do so.

Born in  Philadelphia, A r t  was 
educated at the U n ivers ity  of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio State U n i
versity. B u t he le ft college before 
graduation. In  1933, during the 
depths of the depression, he de
cided tha t the needs of hum anity 
were greater than his personal 
career.

He le ft school and went to To
ledo, Ohio, where along w ith  two 
other young men —  Ted Selander 
and Sam Pollock —  he plunged 
in to  the w ork of organizing the 
jobless in to the National Unem
ployed League to raise re lie f 
standards above the starvation 
level then preva iling and to bet
te r the job conditions of W PA 
workers.

The three young men, who were 
to remain life -long  friends, b u ilt 
one of the biggest and most m ili-  

(Continued on Page 3)

N orth  V ietnam because i t  is “ fo l
ly ”  to believe tha t w ould not in 
volve China. He indicated he was 
one of a number of Democrats in  
Congress opposed to spreading the 
w ar and c ritica l o f present U.S. 
policy. This change of a ttitude in 
some circles in Washington is due 
to the simple fact that the U.S. 
e ffo rt at counter-revolution in  
South V ietnam  is meeting defeat.

The other c ritica l Congressmen, 
who were listed in  the press fo r 
the firs t tim e Dec. 26, are: Sena
tors M ike M ansfield o f Montana, 
who is M a jo rity  Leader; Ernest 
Gruening of A laska; J. W. F u l-  
brigh t o f Arkansas; George M c
Govern o f South Dakota; Wayne 
Morse o f Oregon; E. L. B a rtle tt 
of Alaska; C laiborne P ell of Rhode 
Island, and Gaylord Nelson of 
Wisconsin.

Previously, Morse and Gruening 
were alone in public critic ism  of 
U.S. involvement. They advocate 
w ithdraw al. The others, includ ing 
Church, say they favor continued 
U.S. involvem ent pointed toward 
some k ind  of negotiated settle
ment. But the only solution w h ich 
can end the th rea t to w o rld  peace 
is fo r the U.S. to pu ll out com
pletely and le t the Vietnamese 
alone.

Tough Situation
The U.S. m ilita ry  and d ip lo 

matic missions in  Saigon are des
perately try in g  to patch together 
some semblance of a South V ie t
namese government. B u t dealing 
w ith  the greedy puppet politicians 
and m ilita ris ts  there is like  t r y 
ing to organize a bucketfu l o f eels. 
Ambassador Tay lo r is demanding 
that the most curren t set of m ili 
ta ry  ru lers restore “ lega lity ”  by 
re in s ta tin g  the “ c iv ilian  legisla
tu re ”  they jus t threw  out. B u t 
th is “ c iv ilian  legislature”  is a 
fraud. I t  was never elected, but 
was appointed by the o ff-aga in - 
on-again dictator, Gen. Nguyen 
Khahn, last fa ll.

The Christmas Eve bombing of 
the U.S. officers’ b ille t in  Saigon 
was a fu rth e r illus tra tion  o f the 
precarious position of the Am er
ican forces. The bu ild ing  was one 
of the most heavily guarded U.S. 
installations in  the country. B ut 
the Americans are so un iversa lly  
regarded by the Vietnamese as the 
perpetrators of the w ar and the 
puppet masters of the hated gov
ernm ent tha t no amount of screen
ing of Vietnamese employes can 
keep out the guerrilla  under
ground organization. The U.S. 
forces are thus in  a s ituation com
parable to tha t faced during  W orld 
W ar I I  by the Nazi armies of 
occupation.

Memorial Meetings for Art Preis
As we go to press, m em orial meetings for A rt Preis 

have been scheduled in N ew  Y ork  and Los Angeles.
The m eeting in N ew  Y ork  w ill be held Friday, Jan. 8, 

8:30 p.m. at 116 U niversity Place.
The Los Angeles meeting w ill be held Friday, Jan. 15, 

8:30 p.m. at the M ilitan t Labor Forum , 1702 East Fourth St. 
The speakers w ill include James P. Cannon, national chair
man of the Socialist W orkers P arty , M ilton  A lv in  and other 
participants in the building of the C IO .

Art Preis, Socialist Journalist 
And Historian, Is Dead at 53

_______ NEW YORK________________________________________________ NEW YORK____________________________________________________ NEW YORK

Hear MALCOLM X at Militant Labor Forum 

Thurs., Jan. 7, 8:30 p.m. Palm Gardens, 310 W. 52 St.
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East Coast Dockers Hit 
New Job-Cutting Pact

By Edward Shaw

Fight for Union Rights Waged 
By Negro Tobacco Workers

NEW YORK, Dec. 28 —  W ork 
on the piers of th is c ity  and sev
era l other East Coast and G u lf 
ports is being disrupted by irate 
rank-and -file  members of the 
In ternational Longshoremen’s As
sociation who are showing the ir 
displeasure w ith  a proposed con
trac t fo r an unprecedented fou r- 
year stretch.

The proposed agreement gives 
a yearly wage boost of s ligh tly  
more than three per cent the firs t 
tw o  years and s ligh tly  less the last 
tw o  years, plus the promise of a 
m in im um  of 1,600 hours of w ork 
annually. The gim m ick in the 
agreement, however, is not the 
ve ry  modest economic proposal — 
though more was expected — but 
the reduction of the w ork force 
b y  15 per cent. Both the bosses 
and labor bureaucrats cla im  that 
the raise and promise of steadier 
w ork, w il l  offset the loss of jobs. 
The job  cut-back is to be accom
plished by e lim ina ting  three of the 
trad itiona l 20 men on w ork gangs 
and by drastica lly reducing the 
num ber of cargo checkers.

Under an 80-day T a ft-H a rtley  
in junction , issued after a one-day

Weekly Calendar
BOSTON

A  STUDY IN  BLACK HISTORY, a 
four-week lecture series- by Ernest Holmes 
and Joseph Simms o f the black national
ist movement o f Roxbury. Jan. 8, A ncient 
Kingdoms; Jan. 15, Sub-Sahara K ing
doms; Jan. 22, Slave-Trade to  Slavery; 
Jan. 29, Black Reconstruction to  Black 
N ationalism . A ll talks Fridays, 8:00 p.m.. 
295 H unting ton  Ave. (one block from 
Mass. Ave.) Rm. 307. C ontrib . 50c. 
A usp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES 

M E M O R IA L MEETING FOR ART 
PREIS. Speakers, James P. Cannon, na
tiona l chairman, Socialist W orkers Par
ty ; M ilton  A lv in  and other partic ipants 
in bu ild ing  o f C IO . F r i . Jan.  15, 8:30 
p.m. 1702 E. 4th St. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum.

*  *  *

Theodore Edwards presents a Marx
is t view o f the news in his bi-weekly 
radio commentary. Tues., Jan. 5, 6:45 
p.m. (repeated Jan. 6, 9 a.m.) KPFK- 
FM (90.7 ,on your d ia l) .

M IN NEAPO LIS 
SEE THE REAL CUBA, slides by a stu- 

dent who traveled to  Cuba last sum- 
mer. Fri Jan. 8, 8:30 p.m. 704 Hen

nepin Ave., Hall 240. Ausp. Friday N igh t 
Socialist Forum.

•
NEW  YORK 

M A LC O L M  X speaks at Palm Gardens, 
310 W . 52nd St. (W est o f 8th Ave.) 
Thursday, Jan. 7, 8:30 p.m. C on trib . $1. 
Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

*  *  *

M E M O R IA L MEETING FOR ART 
PREIS. Fri., Jan. 8, 8:30 p.m. 116 Uni
versity Place.

•
C H IC A G O  

THE C H IC A G O  S C H O O L CRISIS 
A N D  THE HAVIG HUR ST REPORT. 
Speaker: M eyer W einberg, vice-presi
dent o f Teachers fo r In tegra ted Schools. 

, Jan. 8, 8:00 p.m. 302 S. Canal St. 
;p: F riday N ig ht Socialist Forum.

strike on Sept. 30 when the old 
contract expired, the union and 
the operators met w ith  federal 
mediators headed by Assistant 
Secretary of Labor James J. Rey
nolds. Counting tim e spent before 
the T -H  in junction, negotiations 
took a fu l l  six months.

The four-year agreement was 
announced Dec. 16. Its  terms, par
ticu la rly  those ca lling fo r in 
creased speed-up and w ork  load, 
closely fo llow  the proposals of the 
U.S. Department o f Labor in its 
study on “ better u tiliza tion  of 
labor”  on the docks. The govern
ment agency recommended that 
this could be done “ by cu tting  the 
w ork gang in exchange fo r a 
guaranteed annual wage and job 
security.”

The rank-and-file  response the 
fo llow ing day was one of disap
proval. IL A  President Thomas W. 
Gleason said he was sure the 
men would react d iffe ren tly  after 
the contract had been more fu lly  
explained. Gleason reportedly 
headed South to explain matters 
to members in  other ports w hile 
local o ffic ia ls arranged meetings 
fo r the New York membership.

By Dec. 21, however, w o rk  in  
the Port of New Y ork  was cut 
50 per cent by “ unauthorized”  
walkouts. Gleason and ten vice 
presidents held a hurried emer
gency conference and issued 
orders to a ll locals fo r additional 
meetings to “ expla in to the rank 
and file  the terms and conditions 
of the new proposals.”

The walkouts led to an apparent 
break in the fr iend ly  relations be
tween longshore union o ffic ia ls 
and c o m p a n y  representatives. 
A lexander P. Chopin, head nego
tia to r fo r the employers, had lav 
ish ly praised the IL A  president 
upon the announcement of the 
contract. B u t fo llow ing  the w a lk 
outs the employers were reported 
to be reacting “ ang rily ”  to the 
way things were being handled.

The new contract remains to be 
ra tified  by the IL A  membership 
in  a ll ports. Voting is expected to 
be completed by early January.

In  addition to reducing the w ork  
force on the piers, the proposals 
would close the registration lis t 
fo r employment on the docks, 
so tha t the norm al a ttr itio n  of 
about. 1,400 men per year (by 
death, retirem ent, etc.) would 
provide jobs to a certain extent 
fo r those dismissed from  the w ork 
gangs.

S till unsettled are issues which 
have been dominant in  the past 
and which are topics of da ily  con
versation among longshoremen, 
such as the “ modernization”  of 
po rt fac ilities to increase e ffic ien 
cy and the use of pre-loaded pal
lets which greatly reduce dock- 
side labor. As knowledge of the 
contract terms spreads among the 
rank and file , fears grow tha t the 
proposed four-year period of 
“ peace”  may lead to an even more 
drastic reduction of jobs than tha t 
fo rm a lly  proposed in the new con
tract.

McDonald's Rival 
Off to Head Start in 
Steel Union Contest

In  the firs t fo rm al test of 
strength between candidates fo r 
the presidency of the A FL-C IO  
United Steelworkers of America,
I.W . Abel has outscored David J. 
McDonald. Abel, the union’s pres
ent secretary-treasurer, received 
nominations from  1,310 local 
unions, w h ile  McDonald, who is 
campaigning to reta in the presi
dency, received nominations from  
904 locals. In  addition, a ll can
didates on the Abel slate got more 
nominations than candidates ru n 
n ing w ith  McDonald fo r the Feb. 
9 election.

Joseph Germano, d irector of the 
un ion ’s D is tric t 31 in the Chicago 
area, is A be l’s campaign manager. 
James P. G r iff in , d irector o f D is
tr ic t 26 in  Youngstown, Ohio, is 
chairman of the campaign com
m ittee supporting McDonald.

I U E Vote
Meanwhile, James B. Carey 

claimed v ic to ry  in  his bid fo r re - 
election as president of the In te r
national Union of E lectrica l W ork
ers, A FL-C IO . He claimed 67,897 
votes to 65,704 fo r his opponent, 
Paul Jennings of Newark, N.J. 
Jennings is suing in  court fo r a 
recount, charging ba llo t fraud.

“ W ith  considerable d iff ic u lty ,”  
Jennings charged, “ m y observers 
discovered tha t Jennings ballots 
were being pu t in to  Carey piles 
and counted as Carey votes.”  Jen
nings w ent to court a fte r the 
un ion ’s five-m an board of trustees
—  composed of Carey supporters
—  rejected his com plaint as un
founded.

Attorney Seeks 
Federal Writ in 
Wm. Epton Case

By Robert Shann
NEW YORK, Dec. 28 —  De

fense counsel Conrad Lynn  a r
gued in  federal c rim ina l court 
here today fo r a w r it  o f habeas 
corpus g ranting W illia m  Epton 
permission to trave l to Berkeley, 
C alif, in  order to speak at a pub
lic  meeting there. Epton is out on 
ba il on a charge of “ c rim ina l an
archy”  under the New York state 
“ sedition”  law, bu t the conditions 
o f the bail restrict h im  to New 
Y ork  C ity.

E a rlie r a state court had re
fused to a llow  Epton to trave l to 
Berkeley where he had been in 
v ited to speak. Lynn argued that 
the state has no r ig h t to l im it 
travel, since freedom to trave l is 
a r ig h t guaranteed to a ll U.S. c it
izens. He also pointed out tha t this 
ru lin g  by the state court violated 
Epton’s freedom of speech. The 
federal court decided to consider 
L yn n ’s arguments.

Key Issue
A t the heart of the Epton case 

is the unconstitu tiona lity of the 
New Y ork “ c rim ina l anarchy”  
law, and of a ll state sedition laws. 
The case of the Bloom ington stu
dents, which involved charges 
against three student officers of 
the Indiana U n ivers ity  Young 
Socialist A lliance under Ind iana’s 
“ sedition”  law, involves many of 
the same issues. Both state sedi
tion laws in fringe  upon freedom 
of speech and assembly, and both 
are unconstitu tional on the ad
ditional ground that state sedition 
laws are superseded by federal 
laws. I t  was on this la tte r ground 
that the Supreme Court ru led the 
Pennsylvania “ sedition”  law  un
constitutional in  the Nelson case.

The Emergency C iv il L iberties 
Committee, which fought the 
Nelson case to its successful con
clusion and has taken the Bloom
ington case as a test case, intends 
to file  a friend o f  the court b rie f 
in  the Epton case.

Negro tobacco workers at the
L iggett &  Myers p lan t in  Durham, 
N. C., are figh ting  a case touching 
on key questions fo r the labor and 
Negro equality movements. In  ef
fect, the Negro members o f the 
A F L -C IO  Tobacco W orkers In te r
national U nion at the p lan t are 
demanding equality w ith  the w hite 
union members before they give 
up a separate local which con
stitutes an independent power base 
w ith in  the union from  w hich they 
can fig h t to protect th e ir interests.

The p lan t has been organized 
since 1937 on a segregated basis, 
w ith  w h ite  workers in  Local 176 
and Negroes in  Local 208 and an
other sm aller unit. Each local 
maintained separate seniority lists 
and ju risd ic tion , though they bar
gained together against the com
pany. The w hite  local had ju r is 
d iction over the better paid, more 
skilled  jobs, and Negroes couldn’t 
get those jobs no m atter how high 
the ir seniority.

In  1956 a small concession was 
made a llow ing a small handful of 
Negro workers to transfer into 
fo rm erly  “ w h ite ”  jobs, bu t the s it
uation remained essentially the 
same.

Now the in ternational union has 
ordered the merger o f the locals. 
Local 176 insists tha t when the 
members o f the Negro local come 
in, the seniority lists not be

NEW YORK — Three Cuban 
counter-revolutionaries arrested 
Dec. 22 are reported to have con
fessed to fir in g  a bazooka shell 
across the East R iver at the U n it
ed Nations where Cuban M in is ter 
of Industries Ernesto “ Che”  Gue
vara was speaking Dec. 11.

The national d irector of the 
Cuban Nationalist Association, the 
anti-Castro organization to which 
the three accused terrorists be
long, boasts that i t  was respon
sible fo r an explosion aboard the 
Cuban ship M aria Teresa in  M ont
real Aug. 9, as w e ll as fo r figh ting  
in  fro n t of the Cuban Consulate 
in  New Y ork  in  1960 and vio lent 
disturbances in the past year at 
the UN and at the Washington, 
D.C., meeting of the OAS.

L u ck ily  the high-explosive ba
zooka shell fe ll in to the East 
R iver instead of h ittin g  the UN, 
where 5,000 people norm a lly  work,

Cleveland Protest 
On Vietnam, Congo

By Rachel Gage
C LEVELAN D  —  A  picket line 

in  the heart of downtown Cleve
land on Dec. 19 pr otested U.S. 
in tervention in  the Congo and in 
Vietnam. T h ir ty - f iv e  indiv iduals 
from  many of this c ity ’s m ilita n t 
c iv il-r ig h ts  and po litica l groups, 
includ ing the Young Socialist A l
liance and the Socialist W orkers 
Party, marched fo r tw o hours in 
fron t of the Federal B u ild ing  w ith  
such signs as: “ Hands O ff the 
Congo”  and “ End U.S. In te rven
tion in  South V ietnam .”

Leaflets were d istributed to 
hundreds of passers-by, many of 
whom stopped to discuss the ques
tion of U.S. intervention.

A  few hours earlie r there had 
been another picket line of about 
the same size. I t  was participated 
in by Women S trike fo r Peace, 
Students fo r a Democratic Society 
and the Socialist Party. I t  protest
ed U.S. in tervention in Vietnam.

The YSA and SWP had earlier 
proposed a combined picketline, 
bu t because of objections to in 
c luding the issue of the Congo 
and to use of such words as “ im 
peria lism ”  on the picket signs, the 
u n ity  proposal was refused.

meshed, bu t tha t a ll members of 
Local 208 be placed on the bottom 
of the Local 176 seniority list.

The Negroes do not insist on 
taking jobs now held by w hite  
workers, bu t they w ant the ir sen
io r ity  to count fo r any job  open
ings as they occur. W hite mem
bers o f Local 176 resist th is on the 
grounds tha t the ir chances o f ad
vancement w il l  be greatly slowed 
by meshing o f the lists.

The Negro case is given greater 
urgency by the fact tha t automa
tion  is expected to e lim inate many 
“ unskilled”  jobs.

The case took an iron ic  —  and 
in fu ria tin g  —  tw is t when the in 
ternational union tr ied  to  place the 
Negro local in  trusteeship fo r re 
fusing to “ integrate.”  Local 208 
leaders refuse to merge unless the 
seniority lists are meshed. In te r
national union o ffic ia ls  had the 
monumental gall to call th is a de
mand fo r “ p re ferentia l”  treatm ent 
and an assault on sen iority rights.

There are 1,600 workers in  Local 
176 and only 900 in  the Negro lo 
cal. Unless they get a fa ir  shake on 
seniority as a condition o f the 
merger, the Negroes po in t out, 
they w il l  sim ply be outvoted in  
the merged local and placed at the 
bottom o f the seniority list. The 
case is now before the National 
Labor Relations Board and the 
courts.

or exploding on the tra ff ic - f il le d  
East R iver D rive.

Fo llow ing the attempted shell
ing of the UN, arm y and police 
offic ia ls, w ith  the co-operation of 
the press, made some tenta tive 
moves to fram e-up or blame p ro - 
Castro Cubans fo r the crime. This 
was in the face of the boasting — 
open at firs t, muted la ter —  of 
C u b a n  counter-revolutionaries 
that the bazooka explosion was 
the w ork of the ir people.

Thus on Dec. 15, spokesmen fo r 
the A rm y Ordinance Depot in  
P icatinny, N.J., where the bazooka 
had been sent fo r expert exam ina
tion, to ld reporters tha t the wea
pon m ight have come from  Red 
China. A fte r the arrest of the tr io  
accused of using the weapon, 
Stanley Ross, w e ll-know n  editor 
of anti-Castro Spanish-language 
newspapers in  New Y ork, who 
had arranged fo r them to sur
render to the police, revealed that 
they had bought the bazooka in 
an arm y surplus store on 8th Ave. 
in  New York. I t  turned out to be of 
German manufacture. I t  is ru 
mored tha t the shell or rocket, i t 
self, came from  U.S. A rm y or Na
tiona l Guard sources.

To bolster the smear or a pos
sible fram e-up of pro-Castro 
Cubans, Queens D is tr ic t A tto rney 
F rank D. O’Connor had announced 
tha t he was investigating the pos
s ib ility  that Castroites had staged 
the bazooka attack fo r the ir own 
ends, such as “ embarrassing”  the 
U.S. and inducing the UN to leave 
this country.

The day a fte r the ir arrest, the 
three accused Cuban counter-rev
olutionaries were released in 
$5,000 bail each.

The three men —  at least one 
o f whom is reported to have been 
a security cop under the Batista 
tyranny — have agreed on a story 
that the reason the shell fe ll short 
o f the UN is because they d idn ’t 
intend to h it i t  to begin w ith .

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

B y H a r ry  R ing

16 pages 15 cents

P ioneer Publishers  
116 University Place 
New  York 3, N. Y.

Cuban Exiles Tell the Judge: 
Bazooka Shot at UN a 'Stunt'

Q U IE T  O N  W A TE R FR O N T . Longshore strikes have le ft usually 
hectic Port of N ew  Y ork  looking like  this.
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Three F irs t Amendment de
fendants who challenged the au
th o r ity  of the Senate In te rna l Se
cu rity  (Eastland) Subcommittee 
and the House Un-Am erican Ac
tiv itie s  Committee have asked the 
U.S. Court of Appeals to over
tu rn  the ir convictions fo r con
tem pt of Congress. John Gojack, 
Herman L ive rig h t. and W illiam  
Price were convicted of contempt 
because they refused to answer 
questions put to them by the 
w itch -hun ting  committees on the 
grounds of the F irs t Amendment 
guarantees o f freedom of speech 
and of the press.

Previous convictions of a ll three 
were overturned by the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt in  M ay 1962 on 
technical grounds. The Supreme 
Court said the indictm ents did not

Filipinos Demand 
End of U.S. Bases

The recent k ill in g  of tw o young 
F ilip inos by Am erican soldiers on 
guard du ty has resulted in  a pro
test movement demanding the 
removal of U nited States m ilita ry  
bases from  the Philippines.

One of the youths, 14-year-old 
Rogelio Balagtas, was shot w h ile  
scavenging m etal at U.S. A ir  
Force Crow Va lley bombing range 
on Nov. 25. The other, Gonzalo 
V idello, was shot on Dec. 13 in 
“ restricted”  waters at the U.S. 
Navy’s Subic Bay A ir  Station.

On Dec. 27 some 2,000 people 
attended a ra lly  in  Angeles near 
C lark A ir  Force Base demanding 
the recall o f the U.S. Ambassador, 
W illiam  McCorm ick B la ir, Jr., and 
the rem oval o f U.S. m ilita ry  bases.

A  manifesto read at the ra lly  
demanded the prosecution of those 
responsible fo r the k ill in g  of 31 
F ilip inos on Am erican bases since 
1952, and compensation fo r the 
fam ilies of the victim s.

The movement fo r the recall of 
Ambassador B la ir is reportedly 
led by c ity  councilman D r. Carlos 
Sandico, who addressed the ra lly . 
This demand has arisen in re 
sponse to a statement issued by 
B la ir tha t two F ilip inos had at
tempted unsuccessfully to bomb 
an elementary school at C lark A ir  
Force Base on Dec. 18. Sandico 
said the incident was a hoax 
staged by the U.S. Embassy to d i
ve rt attention from  the tw o shoot
ings.

S im ila r shootings of c iv ilians by 
American soldiers stationed in fo r
eign countries have occurred re 
peatedly. There were many such 
deaths in Korea. Mass protests 
over s im ila r incidents also oc
curred in  Japan. U sually the v ic 
tims were poor people collecting 
empty shells on m ilita ry  target 
ranges as scrap metal.
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specify the m atter supposedly 
“ under in q u iry ”  by the w itch 
hunters when the hearings were 
held. In  October of the same year, 
Robert Kennedy, the then attorney 
general, obtained new indictments, 
which resulted in convictions.

John T. Gojack was subpoenaed 
in 1955 by HUAC when he was 
president of D is tric t 9 of the U n it
ed E lectrical, Radio, and Machine 
W orkers of America, covering 34 
local unions in several M idwest 
states. The HUAC hearings were 
scheduled a few  days before 
crucial NLRB elections in plants 
where the ju risd ic tion  o f Gojack’s 
union had been challenged. Before 
the hearings, the late Rep. F ran
cis E. W alter, who was then cha ir
man of HUAC, pub lic ly  stated his 
plans “ to hold large public hear
ings in  industria l communities 
where subversives are known to 
be operating”  so tha t “ active com
munists w il l  be exposed before 
the ir neighbors and fe llow  w o rk 
ers and I have every confidence 
tha t the loya l Americans who 
w ork w ith  them w il l  do the rest 
o f the job.”  The UE subsequently 
lost the elections.

Television Director
Herman L ive rig h t of Philadel

phia was subpoenaed by the Sen
ate committee in  1956 when he 
was television program director 
fo r W D SU -TV in New Orleans, 
La. L ive rig h t had pioneered in  
producing a number of integrated 
TV  programs and openly favored 
better TV  opportunities fo r Ne
groes. He was questioned d irec tly  
by Mississippi’s Eastland, cha ir
man of the committee.

L ive rig h t’s hearing coincided 
w ith  an ti-in tegra tion  activities in 
New Orleans and preceded by 
only a few  days the f irs t mass 
ra lly  of the regional W hite C it
izens Council and by only a few 
weeks the passage of a series of 
segregationist statutes by the 
Louisiana legislature. L ive rig h t 
was fired  from  the T V  station the 
day after the hearing.

The Eastland committee also a t
tempted to p illo ry  W illia m  Price 
in 1955 and 1956, when he was a 
reporter fo r the New Y ork D aily  
News. The w itch  hunters were 
“ investigating”  the New Y ork 
press. A t the time, the hearings 
were opposed as an in tervention 
in to  freedom o f the press by a 
num ber of newspapers and col
umnists including W alter L ip p - 
mann. Price was fired  by the 
News at the term ination of the 
hearings, and is cu rren tly  the ex
ecutive secretary of the New Y ork 
Council to Abolish HUAC.

When Kennedy drew up the 
second indictm ent against Price, 
the “ subject o f in q u iry ”  of the 
w itch  hunt was described as 
“ Communist activities in the news 
media.”  David Rein, Price’s a t
torney, to ld  the three-man Court 
of Appeals tha t i f  they upheld the 
government contention tha t “ news 
media”  were rea lly the subject of 
the “ in q u iry ,”  then i t  m ust decide 
whether that v i o l a t e d  F irs t 
Amendment guarantees of free
dom o f the press. In  the 1962 de
cision of the Supreme Court, Jus

tice W illiam  O. Douglas said in 
reference to the Price case, 
“ Where men’s m inds are free, a ll 
shades of opinion must be im 
mune from  governmental in q u iry  
lest we end w ith  regimentation. 
Congress has no more au thority  
in  the fie ld  of the press than i t  
does where the p u lp it is in 
volved.”

O f the three defendants, only 
Gojack faces a prison term, hav
ing been sentenced to three 
months in  ja il  and a $200 fine. 
Both L ive rig h t and Price were 
placed, w ithou t sentencing, on ten 
days probation. A ll  are appeal
ing because of the im portan t con
stitu tiona l questions involved.

W illia m  A. Price

LU S A K A , Zambia (W orld O ut
look) —  South A fr ica ’s M in ister 
of Justice Vorster stated tha t he 
had received more than 2,000 
cables and letters from  a ll over 
the w orld, including the United 
Nations, pleading tha t he reprieve 
Zinakale Mkaba, fa ther of three, 
V uyis ila  M in i, trade-union organ
izer, and W ilson Khayingo, a de
live ry  hand, who were alleged to, 
have k illed  a police in fo rm er 
named Mange.

Vorster said tha t he was re ject
ing these pleas w ith  contempt be
cause “ m urder”  had been com
m itted.

On the m orning o f Nov. 6, the 
three opponents of apartheid  met 
the ir death as m artyrs to the 
cause of freedom.

Vorster is a sadist of notorious 
background. D uring  the last w ar 
he was a general in  a p ro -H itle r 
A frika n e r secret organization, the 
Ossewa-Brandwag, w h ich had an 
extrem ist corps called the Stor n - 
jaers (storm troopers). This organ
ization, w hich openly espoused the 
doctrines of Nazism, was respon
sible fo r many acts o f sabotage 
du ring  the war. Pylons and post 
offices were b low n up, ra ils were 
tampered w ith . In  the bombing of 
the post office at Benoni, an in 
nocent passer-by was killed .

Under the Smuts government, 
tw o stormjaers were found gu ilty  
and sentenced to death. There was 
a hue and cry  amongst A frika n e r 
circles and petitions fo r mercy 
flooded the government. Smuts 
reprieved them  and w ith in  a fo r t
n igh t of the N ationalist P arty  v ic 
to ry  in 1948, they received free 
pardons and were subsequently 
feted as heroes at a big dinner

given in Pretoria to celebrate 
the ir release.

Vorster, as one of the leaders, 
was interned during  the war. 
Verwoerd was ed itor of Trans- 
valer at the time. He was found 
g u ilty  in  a court o f law  of being 
an agent fo r the Nazis and an up
holder of fascism.

As m inister of justice in  charge 
of one of the biggest police forces 
in the w orld, Vorster has. trans
formed the whole country in to  a 
v ir tu a l concentration camp. For its 
size, South A frica  has the biggest 
da ily  ja il population in the w orld . 
Figures released in South A frica  
itse lf on Nov. 5 reveal tha t the 
da ily  ja il  population fo r 1963 was
67,000 (m a in ly  fo r vio lations o f 
racia l laws) as against 3,000 in  
Holland. By way of comparison, 
the population of the la tte r coun
tr y  in  1962 was an estimated
11,797,000; South A fr ica ’s estimat
ed 1961 population was 16,236,000.

Bonn's Hitler-Loving Prof
A  West German newspaper has 

exposed pro-Nazi activ ities o f the 
new rector of Bonn U n ivers ity , 
Professor Hugo Moser. Moser 
wrote fo r  Nazi publications before 
W orld W ar I I ,  opposed the teach
ing of French as a defilem ent of 
“ the p u r ity ”  of German culture, 
and edited a book of Nazi youth 
songs. In  the face o f demands for 
a thoroughgoing investigation of 
Bonn U n ive rs ity ’s “ brow n-shirt”  
past, another professor addressed 
the un ive rs ity ’s student pa rlia 
ment. I t  was necessary, he said, to 
“ understand the sp ir it o f the 
times”  in  w hich Moser’s actions 
took place.

•  •  • Art Preis, Heroic Fighter

John T. Gojack

(Continued from  Page 1)
tan t unemployed organizations in  
the country. This movement 
served as the springboard fo r o r
ganizing auto workers and other 
unions in  the area. Among the 
workers A r t  organized in  this 
period were a group of teachers 
w ork ing  on WPA. A long w ith  
them, A r t  became a charter mem
ber o f the C IO ’s United Office 
and Professional W orkers Union.

A t the same tim e A r t  turned 
toward socialism and became an 
early member of the Conference 
fo r Progressive Labor Action, a 
group of radical-m inded unionists 
led by A.J. Muste. This group 
then formed the American W ork
ers P arty  and shortly a fterw ard 
merged w ith  the T ro tskyist o r
ganization of th a t period, the 
Communist League of America. 
A r t  became a leading figure  in  the 
Trotskyis t movement and was a 
member of the national com m it
tee of the Socialist W orkers P ar
ty.

In  1940, A r t  came to New York 
fo r his f irs t s tin t on The M ilitan t. 
In  1942 he w ent to Chicago fo r 
a year to be the organizer of the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  there.

One of his accomplishments of 
that period of w hich he was very 
proud was helping to integrate 
in to  the SWP Laura Slobe, a b r i l 
lia n t young painter and sculptor. 
I t  was A r t  who recognized the 
possib ility of u tiliz in g  her ta lent 
fo r po litica l cartooning. He per
suaded both Laura and the edi
tors of The M ilita n t tha t she 
should come to New York as staff 
cartoonist. Under the pen name 
“ G ray”  she became an outstand
ing cartoonist whose works were 
reprinted in te rna tiona lly  in  the 
radical and labor press. A r t  
worked closely w ith  Laura u n til 
her death in  1958 and she cred it
ed h im  w ith  the ideas fo r some of 
her best cartoons.

From  1943 on, A r t  devoted h im 
self to his w ork  on The M ilita n t,

specializing in labor news. When 
the U nited M ine W orkers defied 
the w artim e no-strike  pledge, A rt 
went in to  the coal fie lds to get 
and report the ir story. He got 
the story and told i t  eloquently. 
In  many coal towns he was w e l
comed into union meetings where 
other members of the press were 
barred because he had made The 
M ilita n t known among the miners 
as the one paper w hich to ld the ir 
side of the story and supported 
the ir struggle. This was when all 
the rest of the press —  including 
that of the Socialist and Com
m unist parties — were denounc
ing the m iners’ fig h t as v ir tu a l 
treason.

A r t ’s next m ajor contribution 
to The M ilita n t was his slashing 
exposure of the true U.S. role in  
the Korean War. On the basis of 
painstaking research, he docu
mented the record o f U.S. a tro 
cities against the Korean people 
in many articles which remain in 
valuable fo r those who w ant to 
find  out the real h istory of the 
Korean war.

In  1956, shortly  a fte r the u n if i
cation of the A F L  and the CIO he 
w rote  a series of articles fo r The 
M ilita n t on the h istory of the 
CIO. I t  was this series tha t he 
la ter expanded into his book.

The actual w rit in g  o f the book 
was begun in  the period a fte r his 
illness became more acute and 
was in terrupted by several hos
p ita l sieges bu t somehow he a l
ways mustered the strength to re 
tu rn  to his w ork, determined to 
see i t  completed and published.

I t  was a source o f great jo y  fo r 
A r t and Ethel and fo r a ll the ir 
comrades tha t he did live  to see 
the book in  p r in t and tha t he 
was able to partic ipate in  a gala 
reception here celebrating its 
publication.

His near-m iraculous capacity to 
continue his w ork  sprang from  his 
deep dedication to the socialist 
cause. I t  was this that gave h im  a 
purpose in life  and a breadth of 
vision greater than his own per
sonal d ifficu lties  — no m atter how 
extreme they were.

Nor d id his overrid ing  interest 
in  politics leave h im  a one-sided 
person. In  school he had studied 
journa lism  and drama. W hile  at 
the U n ive rs ity  o f Pennsylvania he 
w o r k e d  w ith  the Hedgerow 
Theater, one of the early modem 
theaters. He was a cultured man 
w ith  a deep love fo r lite ra tu re , 
a rt and music. In  a ll these fie lds 
his taste ranged from  the great 
classics to the best o f the modems.

B ut above all, he was deeply 
involved w ith  his fe llow  men. 
D uring  one of his recent c ritica l 
sieges when neither he nor the 
doctors expected he would sur
vive, he raised his head from  the 
p illo w  and said to Ethel:

“ Give my love to the human 
race.”
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‘Che’ Guevara: The Free Men of the World Must Avenge the Crime Committed in the Congo
[The following Is the text of the 

speech delivered in the United  
Nations General Assembly Dec. 11 
by M a jo r Ernesto “Che” Guevara, 
Cuba’s M inister of Industries. ]

The delegation of Cuba to this 
Assembly has pleasure, f irs t o f a ll, 
in  fu lf i l l in g  the agreeable du ty of 
welcoming the addition of three 
new nations to the large number 
of those tha t discuss the problems 
of the w orld  here. We therefore 
greet in the person o f the ir Presi
dents and Prim e M inisters the 
peoples of Zambia, M a law i and 
M alta, and express the hope that 
from  the outset these countries 
w i l l  be added to the group of non- 
aligned countries w hich struggle 
against im peria lism , colonialism 
and neo-colonialism.

We also wish to convey our con
gratulations to the President of 
th is Assembly [A le x  Quaison- 
Sackey o f Ghana], whose eleva
tion  to so high a post is o f special 
significance since i t  reflects this 
new h istoric stage of resounding 
trium phs fo r the peoples of A f
rica, u n til not so long ago subject 
to the colonial system of im peria l
ism, and which, today, fo r the 
great part in  the legitim ate ex
ercise of self-determ ination have 
become sovereign states. The last 
hour of  colonialism has struck and 
m illions of inhabitants of A frica , 
Asia and La tin  America rise to 
meet a new life  and impose the ir 
unrestricted r ig h t to self-deter
m ination and to the independent 
development of the ir nations.

We w ish you, M r. President, the 
greatest success in  the tasks en
trusted to you by member states.

Cuba comes here to state its 
position on the most im portan t 
controversial points and w il l  do 
so w ith  the fu l l  sense of respon
s ib ility  which the use o f th is ros
trum  implies, w h ile  at the same 
tim e- responding to the unavoid
able du ty  o f speaking out, c learly 
and frank ly .

Small Nations
We should like, to see th is  As

sembly shake itse lf out of com
placency and move forw ard. We 
should lik e  to see the Committees 
begin th e ir w ork  and tha t this 
should not stop at the firs t con
fronta tion. Im peria lism  wishes to 
convert th is meeting in to  a po in t
less oratorica l tournament, instead 
o f solving the grave problems of 
the w orld . We must prevent the ir 
doing so. This Assembly should 
not be remembered in the fu tu re  
only by the number 19 which 
identifies i t ;  our efforts are d i
rected to  that end. We feel tha t 
we have the r ig h t and the obliga
tion  to do so, because our country 
is one of the most constant points 
of fr ic tio n ; one o f the places 
where the princip les upholding the 
rights of small peoples to sov
ere ignty are tested day by day, 
m inute by m inute, and a t the same 
tim e our country is one of the en
trenchments of freedom in  the 
w orld , situated a few  steps away 
from  United States im perialism , 
showing by its actions, its da ily  
example, that peoples can liberate 
themselves, can keep themselves 
free, in  the present conditions of 
mankind.

O f course, there is now a so
cia lis t camp w h i c h  becomes 
stronger day by day and has more 
pow erfu l weapons of struggle. But, 
add itiona l conditions are required 
fo r surv iva l: the maintenance of

domestic cohesion, fa ith  in  one’s 
own destiny and the unrenounce- 
able decision to fig h t to the death 
fo r the defense of one’s country 
and revolution. These conditions 
exist in Cuba.

O f a ll the burn ing problems to be 
dealt w ith  by th is Assembly, one 
of those tha t is of special s ig n ifi
cance fo r us and whose solution 
we feel must be found firs t, so as 
to leave no doubt in  the minds of 
any, is tha t o f peaceful co-ex- 
istence among states w ith  d iffe r
ent economic and social systems. 
Much progress has been made in 
the w orld  in  th is fie ld. But, im 
perialism , pa rticu la rly  U.S. im 
perialism , has attempted to have 
the w o rld  believe tha t peaceful 
co-existence is the exclusive righ t 
of the great powers on earth. We 
say here w hat our president said 
in  Cairo, and w hich la ter took 
shape in  the Declaration of the 
Second Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non- 
A ligned Countries: tha t there can
not be peaceful co-existence only 
among the pow erfu l i f  we are to 
ensure w orld  peace. Peaceful co
existence must be exercised 
among all states, independently of 
size, of the previous historic re
lations that linked them, and of 
the problems tha t may arise 
among some of them at a given 
moment.

A t present, the type of peace
fu l co-existence to which we as
pire does not exist in  many cases. 
The K ingdom  of Cambodia, mere
ly  because i t  maintained a neutra l 
attitude and did not bow to the 
machinations of U.S. im perialism , 
has been subjected to a ll kinds of 
treacherous and b ru ta l attacks 
from  the Yankee bases in  South 
Vietnam.

Laos, a divided country, has also 
been the object o f im peria lis t ag
gression of every k ind. Its  people 
have been massacred from  the a ir. 
The conventions concluded at Gen
eva have been violated and part 
o f its te rr ito ry  is in  constant dan
ger from  attack in  a cowardly 
manner by im peria lis t forces.

The Democratic Republic of 
V ietnam  [N o rth  V ie tnam ], w hich 
knows a ll these histories of ag
gression as few people on earth, 
once again has seen its fro n tie r 
violated, has seen how enemy 
bomber and fig h te r planes at
tacked its installations, how U.S. 
warships, v io la ting  te rr ito r ia l wa
ters, attacked its naval posts.

Threat of W ar
A t th is time, there hangs over 

the Democratic Republic o f V ie t
nam the threat tha t the U.S. w ar
mongers may openly extend over 
its te rr ito ry  the w ar that, fo r 
many years, they have been wag
ing against the people o f South 
Vietnam.

The Soviet Union and the Peo
ple’s Republic of China have given 
serious w arn ing to the United 
States. We are faced w ith  a case 
in  which the peace o f the w orld  is 
in  danger and, moreover, the lives 
of m illions of human beings in  this 
part o f Asia are constantly threat
ened and subjected to the w h im  of 
the U.S. invader.

Peaceful co-existence has also 
been put to the test in  a bruta l 
manner in  Cyprus, due to pres
sures from  the Turk ish  Govern
ment and NATO, compelling the 
people and the government of Cy
prus to make an heroic and firm

stand in defense of the ir sover
eignty.

In all these parts of the w orld, 
im peria lism  attempts to impose its 
version of w hat co-existence 
should be. I t  is the oppressed peo
ples in alliance w ith  the socialist 
camp which must show them what 
is true co-existence, and i t  is the 
obligation of the United Nations 
to support them.

We must also say that i t  is not 
only in relations in  which sov
ereign states are involved tha t the 
concept of peaceful co-existence 
must be clearly defined. As M arx
ists we have maintained that 
peaceful co-existence among na-

“ Che” G uevara

tions does not encompass co-exist
ence between the exploiters and 
the exploited, the oppressor and 
the oppressed.

Furtherm ore, i t  is a princip le  
proclaimed in th is organization — 
tha t of the r ig h t to fu l l  indepen
dence from  a ll forms of colonial 
oppression. That is w hy we ex
press our so lida rity  w ith  the col
onial peoples of so-called P ortu
guese Guinea, Angola and Mozam
bique who have been massacred 
fo r the crime of demanding the ir 
freedom, and we are prepared to 
help them to the extent of our 
a b ility  in  accordance w ith  the 
Cairo Declaration.

We express our so lida rity  w ith  
the people of Puerto Rico and its 
great leader, Pedro A lb izu  Cam
pos, who, in  another act of hypoc
risy, has been set free at the age 
of 72, almost w ithou t the a b ility  
to speak, paralytic, a fte r spending 
a life tim e  in  ja il. A lb izu  Campos 
is a symbol of the s ti l l  unre
deemed but indom itable America. 
Years and years of prison, almost 
unbearable pressures in  ja il, men
ta l torture, solitude, to ta l isolation 
from  his people and his fam ily, 
the insolence of the conqueror and 
lackeys in the land of his b irth
— nothing broke his w ill.  The 
delegation of Cuba, on behalf of 
its people, pays a tr ibu te  of ad
m ira tion and gratitude to a pa
tr io t who confers honor upon 
America.

The N orth Americans, fo r many 
years, have tried to convert Puer
to Rico in to  a m irro r o f hybrid  
culture — the Spanish language 
w ith  English in flection, the Span
ish language w ith  hinges on its 
backbone, the better to bend be
fore the U.S. soldier. Puerto Rican 
soldiers have been used as can
non-fodder in  im peria lis t wars, as 
in  Korea, and even been made to 
fire  at the ir own brothers, as in 
the massacre perpetrated by the 
U.S. army a few months ago 
against the helpless people of Pan
ama — one of the most recent 
diabolical acts carried out by Yan
kee im perialism  — and yet despite 
that te rrib le  attack against its 
w il l  and its historic destiny, the 
people of Puerto Rico have pre
served the ir culture, the ir La tin  
character, the ir national feelings 
which, in  themselves, give proof 
of the implacable w il l  fo r inde

pendence tha t exists among the 
masses on tha t La tin  American 
island.

We must also point out that 
the princ ip le  of peaceful co-exist
ence does not im p ly  a mockery 
of the w il l  of the peoples, as is 
happening in the case of so-called 
B ritish  Guiana, where the govern
ment of Prim e M in is te r Cheddi 
Jagan has been the v ic tim  of 
every k ind of pressure and man
euver w h ile  the achievement of 
independence has been delayed by 
the search fo r methods tha t w ould 
a llow  fo r the flo u tin g  of the w il l  
o f the people w h ile  ensuring the 
doc ility  of a government d iffe ren t 
from  the present one, placed there 
by underhanded tactics, and then 
to grant an incomplete freedom 
to th is piece of American soil. 
W hatever roads Guiana may be 
compelled to fo llow  to obtain in 
dependence, the m oral and m ili
tan t support of Cuba goes to its 
people.

South A frica
Furtherm ore, we must point out 

tha t the islands of Guadaloupe 
and M artin ique have been fig h t
ing fo r a long tim e fo r the ir au
tonomy w ithou t obtaining it. This 
state o f a ffa irs  must not continue.

Once again we raise our voice 
to put the w orld  on guard against 
w hat is happening in South A fr i
ca. The b ru ta l policy of apar
theid. is applied before the eyes of 
the whole w orld. The peoples of 
A frica  are compelled to tolerate 
tha t in  tha t continent the super
io r ity  of one race over another 
should be made o ffic ia l, tha t in 
the name of tha t racial superior
ity  people should be murdered 
w ith  im pun ity . Can the United 
Nations do nothing to prevent 
this? I should like  specifically to 
re fe r to the pa in fu l case of the 
Congo, unique in  the h istory of 
the modern w orld , which shows 
how, w ith  absolute im pun ity , w ith  
the most insolent cynicism, the 
rights of peoples can be flouted. 
The prodigious w ealth of the Con
go, w hich the im peria lis t nations 
w ish to keep under the ir control, 
is the d irect reason fo r a ll this. 
In  his speech on his f irs t v is it to 
the UN our comrade, F idel Castro, 
said that the whole problem of co
existence among peoples was re
duced to the undue appropriation 
of another’s wealth. He said: 
“ When this philosophy of despoil
ment disappears, the philosophy 
of w ar w il l  have disappeared.” 

M urder of Lum um ba
The philosophy o f despoilment 

not only has not stopped but, ra th 
er, i t  is stronger than ever, and 
that is w hy those who used the 
name of the UN to comm it the 
m urder of Lumumba, are today, 
in  the name of the defense of the 
w hite  race, assassinating thous
ands of Congolese. How can one 
forget how the hope tha t Patrice 
Lumumba placed in  the UN was 
betrayed? How can one forget the 
machinations and maneuvers 
w hich followed in the wake of 
the occupation o f tha t country by 
UN troops under whose auspices 
the assassins o f th is great A frican 
patrio t acted w ith  im punity? How 
can we forget that he who flouted 
the au thority  of the UN in the 
Congo —  and not necessarily fo r 
pa trio tic  reasons, but ra ther by 
v irtu e  o f conflicts between im 
perialists — was Moise Tshombe, 
who in itia ted  the secession in  Ka
tanga w ith  Belgian support? And 
how can one ju s tify , how can one 
explain, tha t at the end of a ll the 
UN activ ities there, Tshombe, dis
lodged from  Katanga, should re
tu rn  as lo rd  and master of the 
Congo? Who can deny the sad role 
tha t the im peria lists compelled the 
UN to play?

To sum up, dram atic m obiliza
tions were made to avoid the se
cession of Katanga, bu t today Ka
tanga is in  power. The wealth of 
the Congo is in  im peria lis t hands 
and the expenses must be paid by 
the decent nations. The merchants 
of w ar certa in ly  do good business.

That is w hy the government of 
Cuba supports the just attitude 
of the Soviet Union in refusing 
to pay the expenses fo r th is crime.

And, as i f  this were not enough, 
we now have flung  in  our faces 
these latest acts w hich have fille d  
the w orld  w ith  indignation. Who 
are the ir perpetrators? Belgian 
paratroopers, carried by U.S. 
planes, who took o ff from  B ritish  
bases. We remember as i f  i t  were 
yesterday tha t we saw a small 
country in  Europe, a c iv ilized and 
industrious country, the Kingdom 
of Belgium, invaded by the hordes 
of H itle r. O ur consciences were 
b itte r ly  affronted to know that 
tha t small people was massacred 
by the German im perialists, and 
we fe lt affection fo r them. But 
th is other side of the im peria lis t 
coin was the one tha t many of us 
d id not see. Perhaps the sons of 
Belgian patriots who died defend
ing the ir country are now assas
sinating thousands of Congolese in 
the name of the  w h ite  race, jus t as 
they suffered under the German 
heel because the ir blood was not 
su ffic ien tly  A ryan. O ur free eyes 
open now upon new horizons and 
can see w hat yesterday, in  our 
condition of colonial servitude, we 
could not observe — tha t “ West
ern c iv iliza tion ”  disguises under 
its showy fro n t a p icture o f hy
enas and wolves. That is the only 
name tha t can be applied to those 
who have gone to fu l f i l l  such 
“ hum anitarian”  tasks in the Con
go. This is what im peria lism  does 
to men; th is is what marks the 
w h ite  im peria list.

The Colored Peoples
The free men of the w orld  must 

be prepared to avenge the crime 
committed in the Congo. I t  is pos
sible tha t many o f those soldiers, 
who were converted in to  super
men by im peria lis t machinery, be- 
lieve in  good fa ith  tha t they are 
defending the rights o f a superior 
race, bu t in  th is Assembly those 
peoples whose skins are darkened 
by a d iffe ren t sun, colored by d if 
ferent pigments, constitute the ma
jo r ity , and they fu l ly  and clearly 
understand tha t the difference be
tween men does not lie  in  the 
color of the ir skins, bu t in  the 
ownership of the means of pro
duction and in  the relationships 
of production.

The Cuban delegation extends 
greetings to the peoples of South
ern Rhodesia and South West A f
rica, oppressed by w h ite  colonial
ist m inorities, to the peoples of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Swazi
land, French Somaliland, the 
Arabs o f Palestine, Aden and the 
Protectorates, Oman, and to a ll 
peoples in conflic t w ith  im peria l
ism and colonialism, and we re
a ff irm  our support.

I  express also the hope tha t 
there w il l  be a ju s t solution to the 
con flic t facing our sister republic 
of Indonesia in  its relations w ith  
Malaysia.

One o f the essential items be
fore th is conference is general and 
complete disarmament. We ex
press our support of general and 
complete disarmament. F u rther
more, we advocate the complete 
destruction o f thermo-nuclear de
vices and the holding o f a con
ference of a ll the nations of the 
w orld  towards the fu lf il lm e n t of 
th is  aspiration of a ll people. In  
his statement before th is Assem
bly, our prim e m in is te r said tha t 
arms races have always led to 
war. There are new atomic pow
ers in  the w orld, and the possibil
ities of a confrontation are grave.

Against A ll Aggression
We feel tha t that conference is 

necessary to obtain the tota l de
struction of thermo-nuclear weap
ons and, as a f irs t step, the tota l 
p roh ib ition  of tests. A t the same 
time, there must c learly be estab
lished the obligation of a ll states 
to respect the present fron tie rs  of 
other states and to re fra in  from  
indulg ing in  any aggression, even 
w ith  conventional weapons.

In  adding our voice to tha t of
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a ll the peoples of the w orld  in 
the ir clamor fo r general and com
plete disarmament, the destruction 
of a ll atomic arsenals, the com
plete cessation of thermo-nuclear 
devices and atomic tests of any 
k ind, we feel i t  necessary to 
stress, furtherm ore, tha t the te r
r ito r ia l in teg rity  of nations must 
be respected and the armed hand 
of im peria lism  held back, fo r i t  
is jus t as dangerous w ith  conven
tional weapons. Those who m ur
dered thousands of defenseless ci
tizens in the Congo did not use 
the atomic weapon. They used 
conventional weapons, and con
ventional weapons were also used 

im perialists and caused so 
many deaths.

U. S. Bases
Even i f  the measures advocated 

here were to become effective and 
make i t  unnecessary to say so, we 
must po in t out tha t we cannot ad
here to any regional pact fo r de
nuclearization so long as the U.S. 
maintains aggressive bases on our 
own te rrito ry , in  Puerto Rico and 
Panama, and in other American 
States where i t  feels that i t  has 
the r ig h t to situate them w ithou t 
any restrictions on conventional 
o r nuclear weapons.

However, we feel that we must 
be able to provide fo r our own 
defense in  the lig h t of the recent 
resolution of  the Organization of 
American States against Cuba 
which, on t h e basis of the Treaty 
of Rio, m ight  perm it acts o f ag
gression.

I f  the conference to which we 
have jus t referred should achieve 
a ll these objectives — which, un
fortunate ly, w ould be ra ther d if
f ic u lt to do —  i t  would be one of 
the most im portan t developments 
in  the h istory o f mankind. To en
sure this we must have represent
ed the People’s Republic o f China, 
and tha t is w hy such a conference 
must be held. B u t i t  w ould be 
much sim pler fo r the peoples of 
the w orld  to recognize the unde
n iable tru th  tha t the People’s Re
public o f China exists, tha t its 
ru lers are the only representa
tives of tha t people, and to give 
i t  the place i t  deserves and w hich 
is, at present, usurped by those 
who control the province o f T a i
wan [Form osa], w ith  U.S. aid.

The problem of the representa
tion  of China in  the UN cannot, 
in  any way, be considered as a 
case of a new admission to the 
organization, bu t ra ther as the 
restitu tion  of th e ir legitim ate 
rights to the people of the Peo
ple’s Republic o f China.

We repudiate strongly the con
cept of “ two Chinas.”  The Chiang 
Kai-shek clique of Taiwan can
not remain in  the UN. I t  must 
be expelled and the legitim ate 
representative of the Chinese peo
ple installed.

Admission of China
We warn, also, against the in- 

sistence of the U.S. government 
on presenting the problem o f the 
leg itim ate representation o f China 
in  the UN as an “ im portan t ques
tion ”  so as to require a two-thirds 
m a jo rity  of members present and 
voting.

The admission of the People’s 
Republic of China to the UN is, 
in  fact, an im portan t question fo r 
the entire  w orld, bu t not fo r the 
machinery of the UN where it 
must constitute a mere question 
of procedure.

Thus w il l  justice be done, but 
almost as im portant as atta in ing 
justice would be the fact that i t  
would be demonstrated, once and 
fo r all, tha t th is august assembly 
has eyes to see, ears to hear, 
tongues to speak w ith , and defin 
ite  standards in  m aking its deci
sions.

The p ro life ra tion  of atomic 
weapons among the member states 
of NATO and, especially, the pos
session of these devices of mass 
destruction by the Federal Repub-

lic o f Germany, w ould make the
possib ility  o f an agreement on dis

armament even more remote, and

linked to such an agreement is 
the problem of the peaceful re
un ifica tion  o f Germany. So long 
as there is no clear understanding, 
the existence of tw o Germ anys 
must be recognized: that of the 
Democratic Republic of Germany 
and the Federal Republic. The 
German problem can only be 
solved w ith  the d irect partic ipa
tion in  negotiations of the Demo
cratic Republic of Germany w ith  
fu l l  rights.

We shall touch lig h tly  on the 
questions of economic develop
ment and in ternational trade 
w hich take up a good part of the 
agenda. In  this year of 1964 was 
held the Conference of Geneva at 
w hich a m ultitude o f matters re
lated to these aspects of in terna
tional relations was dealt w ith . 
The warnings and forecasts of 
our delegation were c learly con
firm ed to the m isfortune of the 
economically dependent countries.

We wish only to po in t out that 
insofar as Cuba is concerned, the 
United States of America has not 
implemented the exp lic it recom
mendations of tha t conference, 
and recently the U.S. Government 
also prohib ited the sale o f medi
cine to Cuba, thus divesting itself, 
once and fo r all, o f the mask of 
hum anitarianism  w ith  w hich i t  at
tempted to disguise the aggressive 
nature of its blockade against the 
people of Cuba.

Unequal Exchange
Furtherm ore, we once more 

state tha t these colonial m achin
ations which impede the develop
ment of the peoples are not only 
expressed in  po litica l relations. 
The so-called deterioration of the 
terms of trade is nothing less 
than the resu lt o f the unequal 
exchange between countries pro
ducing raw  materials and indus
tr ia l countries which dominate 
markets and impose apparent jus
tice on an inequitable exchange 
o f values.

So long as the economically de
pendent peoples do not free them
selves from  the capita lis t markets 
and, as a bloc w ith  the socialist 
countries, impose new terms of 
trade between the exploited and 
the exploiters, there w il l  be no 
sound economic development and, 
in  certain cases, there w il l  be re
trogression, in  w hich the weak 
countries w il l  fa ll under the po
lit ic a l dom ination of im peria lists 
and colonialists.

F ina lly , i t  must be made clear 
that, in  the area of the Caribbean, 
maneuvers and preparations fo r 
aggression against Cuba are tak
ing place; o ff the coast o f N ic
aragua above a ll, in  Costa Rica, 
in  the Panama Canal Zone, in  the 
Vieques Islands o f Puerto Rico, in  
F lorida, and possibly in  other 
parts of the te rr ito ry  of the U.S. 
and also, perhaps, in  Honduras, 
Cuban mercenaries are tra in ing, 
as w e ll as mercenaries of other 
nationalities, w ith  a purpose that 
cannot be peaceful.

A fte r a clear scandal, the gov
ernm ent of Costa Rica —  i t  is 
said —  has ordered the e lim ina
tion of a ll tra in ing  fie lds fo r Cu
ban exiles in  tha t country. No 
one knows whether this attitude 
is sincere, o r whether i t  is a sim
ple maneuver because the mer
cenaries tra in ing  there were about 
to com m it some offense. We hope 
that fu l l  cognizance w il l  be taken 
of the true s ituation in  those bases 
fo r aggression, w hich we de
nounced long ago, and that the 
w orld  w il l  ponder on the in te r
national responsibility o f the gov
ernment of a country which au
thorizes and facilita tes the tra in ing  
of mercenaries to attack Cuba.

Press Reports
We must po in t out that news 

of the tra in ing  of mercenaries at 
d iffe ren t places in the Caribbean 
and the partic ipation of the U.S. 
government in  such acts is news 
that appears o p e n ly  in  U.S. 
newspapers. We know of no La tin  
American voice tha t has been 
lifte d  o ffic ia lly  in  protest against

this. This shows the cynicism w ith  
which the U.S. moves its pawns.

The subtle foreign m inisters of 
the OAS had eyes to see Cuban 
emblems and find  “ irre fu tab le  
proof”  in the Yankee weapons in 
Venezuela, but do not see the pre
parations fo r aggression in the 
U.S., just as they did not hear the 
voice o f President Kennedy, who 
e xp lic itly  declared him self the ag
gressor of Cuba at Playa Giron. 
In  some cases, i t  is a blindness 
provoked by the hatred of the 
ru lin g  classes of the La tin  Am er
ican people against our revolu
tion; in others, and these are sad
der and more deplorable, i t  is the

Stevenson's 
Foolish Reply

Reporting on the Congo 
debate in the U N , I.F . S tone’s 
W e e k ly  commented:

“Che Guevara in  his green 
fatigues, symbol of the guer
r illa  fighters against whom  
the West has proven power
less, suited the mood of the 
moment and was given an 
ovation by the Afro-Asians  
after a revolutionary speech 
even the Chinese m ight have 
thought a b it sweeping.

“H e was escorted out of 
the hall by a throng of ad
m iring blacks. M r. Stevenson 
could not have made a more 
foolish reply than calling  
Guevara ‘a man w ith  a long 
Communist and revolution
ary record in  Latin  A m er
ica.’ In  that atmosphere it  
sounded to the Europeans as 
a feeble echo of M cC arthy  
and to the embittered A fro -  
Asians as a positive acco
lade.”

product of the b lind ing  lig h t of 
Mammon.

As is w e ll known, a fte r the te r
r ib le  upheaval called the “ C arib
bean crisis,”  the U.S. undertook 
certain given commitments w ith  
the Soviet Union w hich cu lm in
ated in  the w ithd raw a l o f certain 
types of weapons that the contin
ued aggressions of tha t country —  
such as the mercenary attack 
against P laya Giron and threats 
of invasion against our country
—  had compelled us. to ins ta ll in 
Cuba as a legitim ate act of de
fense.

The N orth  Americans claimed, 
furtherm ore, that the UN should 
inspect our te rrito ry , which we 
refuse em phatically since Cuba 
does not recognize the r ig h t of the 
U.S., o r of anyone else in the 
w orld, to determine w hat type of 
weapons Cuba may m aintain 
w ith in  its frontiers.

In  this connection, we would 
only abide by m u lti-la te ra l agree
ments, w ith  equal obligations fo r 
a ll the parties concerned. Fidel 
Castro declared tha t so long as the 
concept of sovereignty exists as 
the prerogative of nations and of 
independent peoples, and as a 
r ig h t o f a ll peoples, we shall not 
accept the exclusion of our people 
from  that r ig h t; so long as the 
w orld  is governed by these p rin 
ciples, so long as the w orld  is gov
erned by those concepts which 
have universal va lid ity  because 
they are un iversa lly  accepted by 
peoples, we shall not accept the 
attem pt to deprive us o f any of 
those rights and w e shall renounce 
none o f those rights.

The secretary-general of the 
United Nations, U Thant, under
stood our reasons. Nevertheless, 
the U.S. presumed to establish a 
new prerogative, an a rb itra ry  and 
illega l one: tha t of v io la ting  the 
airspace of any small country. 
Thus, we see fly in g  over our coun
try  U-2 a irc ra ft and other types of 
spy apparatus which, w ith  a ll im 
punity, f ly  over our airspace. We 
have made a ll the necessary ad

monitions fo r the cessation of the 
vio lation of the airspace over our 
te rrito ry , as w e ll as the provoca
tions of the American navy against 
our sentry posts in  the zone of 
Guantanamo, the “ buzzing”  by a ir
cra ft over our ships or ships of 
other nationalities in international 
waters, the p ira tica l attacks 
against ships sailing under d iffe r
ent flags, and the in filtra tio n  of 
spies, saboteurs and weapons on 
our island.

Cuban Goals
We w ant to bu ild  socialism; we 

have declared tha t we are par
tisans of those who strive  fo r 
peace; we have declared ourselves 
as fa llin g  w ith in  the group of non- 
aligned countries, although we are 
Marxists-Leninists, because the 
non-aligned countries, like  our
selves, fig h t im peria lism . We 
want peace; we w ant to build  a 
better life  fo r our people, and that 
is w hy we avoid, in  so fa r as 
possible, fa llin g  in to  the planned 
provocations o f the Yankees. But 
we know the m enta lity  of those 
who govern them; they w ant to 
make us pay a very high price 
fo r tha t peace. We rep ly  tha t that 
price cannot go beyond the bounds 
o f d ign ity.

And Cuba rea ffirm s once again 
the rig h t to m ainta in on its te r
r ito ry  the weapons i t  wishes and 
its refusal to recognize the righ t 
of any power on earth —  how
ever powerful — to v io late our 
soil, our te rr ito r ia l waters or our 
airspace.

I f  in any assembly Cuba as
sumes obligations o f a collective 
nature, i t  w il l fu l f i l l  them to the 
le tter. So long as th is does not 
happen, Cuba m aintains a ll its 
rights, ju s t as any other nation.

In  the face of the demands of 
im peria lism , our prim e m inister 
posed the five  necessary points fo r 
the existence o f sound peace in 
the Caribbean. They are as fo l
lows:

1) Cessation of the economic 
blockade and a ll economic and 
trade pressures by the U.S. in  a ll 
parts of the w orld  against our 
country.

2) Cessation of a ll subversive 
activities, launching and landing 
o f weapons and explosives by a ir 
and sea, organization of mercen
a ry  invasions, in filt ra tio n  of spies 
and saboteurs, a ll o f w hich acts 
are carried out from  the te rr ito ry  
of the U.S. and some accomplice 
countries.

3) Cessation o f p ira tica l attacks 
carried out from  existing bases in 
the U.S. and Puerto Rico.

4) Cessation o f a ll the violations 
of our airspace and our te rr ito r ia l 
waters by a irc ra ft and warships 
o f the U.S.

5) W ithdraw al from  the Guan
tanamo naval base and restitu tion 
of the Cuban te rr ito ry  occupied 
by the U.S.

Provocations
None of these fundam ental de

mands has been met, and our 
forces are s till being provoked 
from  the naval base at Guanta
namo. That base has become a 
nest of thieves and the po in t of 
in troduction fo r them into our te r
rito ry .

We w ould bore th is assembly 
were we to give a detailed ac
count of the large num ber o f pro
vocations of a ll kinds. Suffice i t  to 
say that, includ ing the f irs t days 
of December, the number amounts 
to 1,323 in  1964 alone. The lis t 
covers m inor provocations such as 
vio la tion  of the d iv id ing  line, 
launching of objects from  the te r
r ito ry  controlled by the North 
Americans, the commission of acts 
of sexual exh ib ition ism  by North 
Americans of both sexes, verbal 
insults; others w hich are graver, 
such as shooting o ff small-caliber 
weapons, the m anipulation o f wea
pons directed against our te rrito ry  
and offenses against our national 
emblem. The more serious provo
cations are those of crossing the 
d iv id ing  line  and starting fires in 
installations on the Cuban side, 78

r if le  shots th is year and the death 
of Ramon Lopez Pena, a soldier, 
from  tw o shots fired  from  the 
U.S. post three and a ha lf k ilo 
meters from  the coast on the 
northern boundary.

This grave provocation took 
place at 1907 hours on 19 Ju ly  
1964, and our prim e m in ister pub
lic ly  stated on 26 Ju ly  that, i f  the 
event were to recur, he w ould give 
orders fo r our troops to repel the 
aggression. A t the same tim e 
orders were given fo r the w ith 
draw al of the advance line o f 
Cuban forces to positions fa rthe r 
away from  the d iv id ing  line  and 
construction of the necessary hous
ing.

One thousand three hundred 
and twenty-three provocations in  
340 days amount to approxim ately 
fou r per day. Only a perfectly dis
cip lined arm y w ith  a morale such 
as ours could resist so many hos
tile  acts w ithou t losing its  self- 
control.

Forty-seven countries w hich met 
at the Second Conference of Heads 
of State or Government of the 
Non-Aligned Countries at Cairo 
unanim ously agreed that:

Guantanamo Base
“ Noting w ith  concern tha t fo r

eign m ilita ry  bases are in  practice 
a means of b ring ing pressure on 
nations and re tard ing the ir eman
cipation and development, based 
on the ir own ideological, politica l, 
economic and cu ltu ra l ideas . . . 
declares its fu l l  support to the 
countries which are seeking to se
cure the evacuation o f fore ign 
bases on the ir te rr ito ry  and calls 
upon a ll states m ain ta in ing  troops 
and bases in  other countries to 
remove them fo rth w ith .

“ The Conference considers tha t 
the maintenance at Guantanamo 
(Cuba) of a m ilita ry  base o f the 
United States o f America, .in  de
fiance of the w il l  o f the govern
ment and people of Cuba and in  
defiance of the provisions em
bodied in  the Declaration o f the 
Belgrade Conference, constitutes a 
v io la tion o f Cuba’s sovereignty 
and te rr ito r ia l in teg rity .

“ N oting tha t the Cuban gov
ernm ent expresses its  readiness to 
settle its dispute over the base a t 
Guantanamo w ith  the U.S. on an 
equal footing, the Conference 
urges the U.S. governm ent to ne
gotiate the evacuation o f th is base 
w ith  the Cuban government.”

The government o f the U.S. has 
not responded to the above re
quest of the Cairo Conference and 
presumes inde fin ite ly  to m ainta in 

(Continued on Page 6)
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...Speech at UN by ‘Che’ Guevara Iranian Socialists Get 3  Years 
For Crime of 'Insulting' Shah

W E LC O M E  IN  U.S. Tyrannical Shah of Iran  received royal w e l
come from  State D epartm ent C hief of Protocol A ngier B iddle  
D uke on a rriva l here last June.

(Continued from  Page 5)
its  occupation by force o f a piece 
o f our te rr ito ry  from  w hich it  car
ries out acts of aggression such as 
those we mentioned earlier.

The Organization o f American 
States —  also called by some peo
ple the U nited States M in is try  of 
Colonies —  condemned us v igor
ously, although i t  had excluded us 
fro m  its m idst, and ordered its 
members to break o ff d ip lom atic 
and trade relations w ith  Cuba. The 
Organization o f Am erican States 
authorized aggression against our 
country a t any tim e and under 
any pre text and violated the most 
fundam ental in te rna tiona l laws, 
completely disregarding the UN. 
Uruguay, B o liv ia , C hile and M ex
ico opposed tha t measure, and the 
government of the United States 
o f Mexico refused to comply w ith  
the sanctions tha t had been ap
proved. Since then we have no 
relations w ith  any L a tin  American 
countries except the la tte r, and 
th is  fu lf i l ls  one o f the p rio r stages 
o f d irect aggression by im peria l
ism.

Common Ties
We w ant to po in t out once again 

that our preoccupation fo r La tin  
Am erica is based on the ties that 
l in k  us: the language we speak, 
our cu ltu re  and the common mas
te r tha t we a ll had; tha t we have 
no other cause fo r desiring the 
libera tion  of La tin  Am erica from  
the colonial yoke of the U.S. I f  
any of the La tin  American coun
tries here decide to re-establish 
relations w ith  Cuba, we shall be 
prepared to do so on the basis of 
equa lity  and not w ith  the assump
tion  tha t i t  is a g ift to our govern
m ent tha t we be recognized as a 
free country in  the w orld, because 
tha t recognition we won w ith  our 
blood in  the days o f our struggles 
fo r  our liberation. We acquired it  
w ith  our blood in the defense of 
o u r shores and in  the face of Yan
kee invasion.

A lthough we re ject any attem pt 
to  a ttribu te  to us interference in  
the in te rna l a ffa irs  of other coun
tries, we cannot deny tha t we sym
pathize w ith  those people who 
s tr ive  fo r the ir freedom, and we 
m ust fu l f i l l  the obligation o f our 
government and people to state 
c learly and categorically to the 
w o rld  tha t we m ora lly  support 
and feel as one w ith  those peoples 
w h o 1 struggle anywhere in  the 
w o rld  to make a re a lity  of the 
righ ts  of fu l l  sovereignty pro
claimed in  the United Nations 
Charter.

U.S. G uilty
I t  is the U nited States of Am er

ica w hich intervenes. I t  has done 
so h is to rica lly  in  America. Since 
the end of the last century Cuba 
has known this tru th ; bu t i t  is 
known, too, b y  Venezuela, Nica
ragua, C entra l Am erica in  general, 
Mexico, H a iti and Santo Domingo. 
In  past years, apart from  our peo
ple, Panama has known d irect ag
gression, where the marines in the 
Canal opened fire  against the de
fenseless people; Santo Domingo, 
whose coast was violated by the 
Yankee flee t to avoid an outbreak 
o f the ju s t fu ry  o f the people after 
the death of T ru jil lo ; and Colom
bia, whose capital was taken by 
assault as a result o f a rebellion 
provoked by the assassination of 
Gaitan.

There are masked interventions 
through m ilita ry  missions which 
partic ipate in  in te rna l repression, 
organizing forces designed fo r that

Jose M arti
Father of Cuban Independence

purpose in  many countries, and 
also in  coups d’etat w h ich  have 
been repeated so frequently  on 
the American continent during  the 
past few  years. Specifically, U.S. 
forces intervened in the repression 
o f the peoples of Venezuela, Co
lom bia and Guatemala, who 
fought w ith  weapons fo r the ir 
freedom. In  the f irs t o f these 
countries, not only do they advise 
the arm y and the police, bu t they 
also d irect acts of genocide carried 
out from  the a ir against the peas
ant population in vast rebel-held 
areas, and the U.S. companies es
tablished there exert pressures of 
every k ind to increase d irect in 
terference.

The im perialists are preparing 
to repress the peoples o f America 
and are establishing an “ in terna
tiona l”  of crime. The U.S. in te r
venes in  Am erica w h ile  invoking 
the defense o f free institu tions. 
The tim e w il l  come when this as
sembly w il l  acquire greater ma
tu r ity  and demand of the U.S. gov
ernm ent guarantees fo r the life  of 
the Negro and La tin  American 
population tha t lives in  that coun
try , most of them native-born or 
naturalized U.S. citizens.

No M oral Right
How can those who k i l l  the ir 

own ch ildren and discrim inate 
da ily  against them because of the 
color o f the ir skin, presume to 
guide — those who leave free the 
m urderers of the colored people, 
protecting them, and furtherm ore 
punishing the colored population 
because they demand the ir leg i
tim ate rights as free men? We 
understand tha t today the as
sembly is not in  a position to ask 
fo r  explanations o f these acts, but 
i t  must be clearly la id  down that 
the government of the United 
States is not the champion of free
dom, but ra ther tha t i t  perpetuates 
explo itation and o p p re s s io n  
against the peoples of the world 
and against a large pa rt of its  own 
population.

To the confused language w ith  
w hich some delegates have pa in t
ed the case of Cuba and the O r
ganization of Am erican States, we 
rep ly w ith  clear-cut words and 
we proclaim  that the peoples of 
Am erica w il l  make those govern
ments pay fo r the ir treason.

Cuba, a free and sovereign state, 
w ith  no chains b ind ing i t  to any
one, w ith  no foreign investments 
on its te rrito ry , w ith  no procon
suls orienting its policy, can speak 
w h ile  holding its head high in  this 
assembly and proving the justice 
o f the phrase by which we w il l  
be called “ Free T e rrito ry  of A m er
ica.”

O ur example w il l  give f ru it  and 
prosper in  our continent, as i t  is 
doing to a certain extent already 
in  Guatemala, Colombia and Ve
nezuela. There is no small enemy 
nor contemptible force, because 
there are no longer any isolated 
people.

As is la id down in  the Second 
Declaration of Havana:

“ No people o f La tin  America is 
weak, because it  is pa rt o f a fam 
i ly  o f 200 m illion  brothers beset

by the same miseries, who harbour 
the same feelings, have the same 
enemy, w h ile  they a ll dream of 
the same better destiny and have 
the support o f a ll honest men and 
women in  the w orld.

“ This tha t we have before us 
is the h istory tha t w il l  be w ritten  
by the hungry masses of Indians, 
o f landless peasants, o f exploited 
workers, w il l  be w ritten  by the 
progressive masses, by the honest 
and b r ill ia n t intellectuals who 
abound in  our unfortunate lands 
of La tin  America, by the struggle 
o f the masses and of ideas: an 
epic tha t w il l  be carried forw ard 
by our peoples who have been ill-  
treated and despised by im peria l
ism, our peoples who have gone 
unrecognized so far, but who are 
awakening. We were considered 
an im potent and submissive flock; 
but now  they are a fra id  o f tha t 
flock, a gigantic flock of 200 m il
lion  L a tin  Americans, w h ich  is 
sounding a w arn ing note to the 
Yankee monopolist capitalists.

“Anonymous Mass”
“ . . .  The hour o f vindication, the 

hour that i t  has chosen fo r itself, 
is being pointed to w ith  precision, 
from  one end to the other o f the 
continent. That anonymous mass, 
tha t coloured America, somber, 
adamant, which sings throughout 
the continent the same sad, m ourn
fu l song; now tha t mass is begin
ning de fin ite ly  to enter in to  its 
own history, i t  is beginning to 
w rite  i t  w ith  its blood, to suffer 
and to die fo r it. Because now, in  
the fields, and in the mountains of 
America, in  its plains and in  its 
forests, in  the solitude and in the 
tra ff ic  of the cities, on the shores 
o f the great oceans and rivers, i t  
is beginning to shape a w orld  fu ll 
o f quickening hearts, who are 
ready to die fo r w hat is theirs, to 
establish the ir rights which have 
been flouted fo r almost 500 years.

“ H is to ry  w il l  now have to deal 
w ith  the poor of America, w ith  the 
exploited of La tin  America, who 
have decided to begin to w rite  fo r 
themselves, fo r ever, the ir history. 
We see them already along those 
roads, day a fte r day, on foot, in  
long and endless marches, of hun
dreds o f kilometers, u n til they 
reach the governing “ Olympus”  
and get back the ir rights. We see 
them armed w ith  stones, w ith  
sticks, w ith  machetes, here and 
there, daily, occupying the ir lands, 
and taking root in  the land tha t 
is theirs and defending i t  w ith  
th e ir lives; we see them carry ing 
banners, the ir banners, we see 
them runn ing  in  the w ind  in the 
mountains and on the plains. And 
that wave o f heightening rancor, 
o f ju s t demands, o f rights tha t 
have been flouted, is ris ing 
throughout La tin  America, and no 
one can stem that tide; i t  w il l 
grow day by day because i t  is 
made up o f the m ajority , the 
m a jo rity  in every respect, those 
who w ith  the ir w ork accumulate 
the riches, create values, and 
make the wheels of h istory tu rn  
and who are now awakening from  
the ir long, stupefying sleep.

Moving Forward
“ For this great hum anity has 

said ‘enough’ and has started to 
move forward. And the ir march, 
the march of giants, cannot stop, 
w il l  not stop u n til they have con
quered the ir true independence, 
fo r w hich many have already died, 
and not uselessly. In  any event, 
those who die w il l  die as those 
in Cuba, at Playa G iron; they w il l  
die fo r the ir unrenounceable, only 
true  independence.”

A ll  this, th is new w il l  o f a 
whole continent, o f America, is 
made manifest in  the cry pro
claimed da ily  by our masses as 
the irre fu tab le  expression of the ir 
decision to figh t, and to paralyze 
the armed hand o f the invader. I t  
is a cry tha t has the understand
ing and support of a ll the peoples 
o f the w orld  and especially o f the 
socialist camp, headed by the So
v ie t Union.

That cry is: “ Fatherland or
Death!”

( W orld Outlook) —  Two mem
bers of the Central Committee of 
the League of Iran ian  Socialists, 
Ahas Aghelisade and Manuutcher 
Safa, who were arrested last June, 
have been condemned by a m ili
ta ry  court in  Teheran to three 
years at hard labor. They were 
convicted of the crim e o f “ hav
ing insulted H is M ajesty the Shah 
of Iran .”

The insu lt to the royal clothes- 
horse was alleged to have been 
committed in  the w ord ing of a 
leafle t d istributed in Teheran 
commemorating the popular up
ris ing of the year before. The real 
reason fo r the arrest was to strike 
a blow at the socialist organiza
tion which has been meeting w ith  
a favorable reception, pa rticu la r
ly  among students. The League of 
Iran ian  Socialists is seeking to 
bu ild  a “ national united fro n t”  to 
replace Mossadegh’s National 
Front.

The tr ia l itse lf was a travesty. 
The attorney appointed by the 
court followed the proceedings fo r 
only the f irs t day. He was afra id 
of being ja iled  him self i f  he 
showed him self too zealous in de
fending his clients!

The defendants who were pro
cessed in  th is kangaroo tr ia l jo in  
other socialists in  the ja ils  of Iran. 
Among the leading socialists or 
nationalists in  prison are Profes
sor Basargan, Dr. Sahahi, Tale- 
ghani and Fruhar. D r. Mossadegh, 
the form er prim e m in is ter and 
leader o f the National Front, who 
nationalized the o il wells of the 
A ng lo -Iran ian  O il Company and 
was then overthrow n by a com
b ination of B ritish-A m erican im 
peria lism  and native reaction, has 
been under house arrest fo r many 
years. Iran ian  socialists claim  
that the Shah’s secret po litica l po
lice have blocked h im  from  com
ing out in  favor of the “ national 
united fro n t”  which they advocate.

For eleven years te rro r has re 
placed democratic liberties in 
Iran. The influence o f foreign cap
ita l has increased tremendously

as has the strength of the in 
digenous capitalists.

The Shah’s “ agrarian re form ”  
turned out to be a complete fa i l
ure. Prices have been ris ing ra 
p id ly  along w ith  in fla tion . U n
employment, a trad itiona l prob
lem in a country where the aver
age peasant finds only 90 days’ 
w ork a year on his tin y  plot, is 
spreading more and more.

Iran  is close to a p re-revo lu
tionary situation. Up to now, how
ever, the government-sponsored 
te rro r has succeeded in preventing 
form ation of a genuinely revo lu
tionary leadership. The workers 
and peasants also lack m ilita n t 
mass organizations.

The Iranian Communist P arty  
(the Tudeh P arty) is weak and 
discredited. The kow tow ing of the 
K rem lin  to the Shah and his 
fa m ily  and its role in helping to 
deceive the people about, his “ pro
gressiveness”  has embittered the 
more conscious vanguard in towns 
and countryside alike. The N ation
al F ront has disintegrated. Under 
these conditions, the Iran ian  So
cialists have called fo r a united 
fro n t of a ll the oppressed and ex
ploited who want to free the ir 
country from  the Shah, the dom
ination of foreign capital, and the 
d irect and ind irect tools o f these 
arch enemies of the Iran ian peo
ple.

They do not conceive the pro
posed “ national united fro n t”  in 
an opportunist manner, subordin
ating the exploited masses to  the 
“ nationa l”  bourgeoisie. T h e y  
c learly state tha t the goal of the ir 
organization is to steer the mass 
struggle toward socialist revo lu
tion. In  the program which they 
project fo r the “ national united 
fron t,”  they propose such slogans 
as nationalization of the land and 
national resources, inc lud ing  the 
w ater supply, self-governm ent of 
the peasants on nationalized 
farms, consolidation of the nation
alized o il industry, nationalization 
o f a ll foreign trade firm s, a state 
monopoly of foreign trade, and 
nationalized industria l firm s.
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lL e t t e r s  f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

[Th is column is an open forum  
for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ initials w ill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

On Speaking Up
Orange, C alif.

I  read a lo t in The M ilita n t 
about unions and some o f the ir 
shortcomings. I  am a union mem-

 10 Years Ago  
In  The M ilita n t
“ W a ll Street im peria lism  has 

given another graphic demonstra
tion  of w hat has made the United 
States a hated country through
out the w orld. This is the bru ta l 
and open campaign the B ig -B us i- 
ness government in  Washington 
waged to jam  the German re
armament pact down France’s 
th roa t in obvious v io la tion of the 
w il l  o f the French people and 
even the resistance of an im por
tan t section of the French ru ling  
class.

“ Eisenhower, in  a v ir tu a lly  un
precedented act of in tervention in 
the parliam entary a ffa irs  of an
other sovereign government, re
sorted to public threats to force 
a reversal by the French Chamber 
of Deputies o f its 280 to 259 vote 
on Dec. 24 to re ject rearmament 
of West Germany.

“ The immediate effect of what 
the United Press described as the 
President’s ‘delicate w arn ing ’ — 
as ‘delicate’ as an axe poised over 
the head —  was to sh ift a s u ff i
cient number of votes of the 
French Deputies to w in  a slim  
p lu ra lity  in  favor of German 
rearmament. In  the fin a l vote to 
day, P r e m i e r  Mendes-France 
could muster only a 27 m a jo rity  
of a ll deputies because of num 
erous abstentions . . .

“ Everyone in France cannot but 
feel ind ignation tha t th is reversal
— by a slim  margin, to be sure
—  came d irectly  in  response to 
Eisenhower’s statement tha t the 
‘adverse vote of yesterday (Dec. 
24) was one of utm ost serious
ness. However, we cannot believe 
tha t th is represents the fina l 
French decision on th is m atter.’

“ To anyone who understands 
the language of diplomacy, th is 
was nothing less than an u ltim a 
tum  to the French government.”
—  Jan. 3, 1955.

20 Years Ago 
“ President Roosevelt last Thurs

day intervened to ha lt the M ont
gomery Ward strikes by ordering 
War Departm ent ‘seizure’ of com
pany properties in  seven cities 
where the adm inistration pre
viously had fa iled to enforce long
standing W LB  directives against 
Open Shopper No. 1, Sewell L. 
Avery.

“ The adm in istra tion ’s action, 
s im ila r to the one which broke the 
Chicago W ard strike  eight months 
ago, was taken after nearly three 
weeks of the b itte r D e tro it w a lk 
out, which spread to Chicago 
and Kansas C ity  and inspired the 
th reat of a CIO ‘labor ho liday’ in 
the D e tro it citadel of the m ighty 
auto workers union.

“ Roosevelt’s statement made it 
clear that his ‘seizure’ was d ic
tated by his desire to prevent the 
spread of such strikes to the war 
industries and by the need to bol
ster up his wage-freezing W age 
Labor Board’s au thority , seriously 
undermined by A ve ry ’s long and 
contemptuous defiance of W LB 
directives.”  —  Jan. 6, 1945.

ber in  the AFL-C IO  and i f  there 
is anything w rong w ith  unions i t  
is the same th ing tha t is wrong 
w ith  much of our society. People 
are afra id  to speak out fo r fear of 
economic reprisals. We don’t  shoot 
our dissenters in  th is country — 
we jus t take th e ir jobs away from  
them and le t them starve to death, 
jus t as we do our aged.

I  am an ex-convict, I  did wrong 
and I paid fo r it, and I  am s till 
paying fo r  i t  as I  have never got
ten the vote. I see more and more 
o f our society becoming like  a 
prison. Everyone can see i t  bu t 
about the only ones who speak 
out are paid c iv il-r ig h ts  workers 
and socialist workers. B u t how 
many of the rank-and-file people 
in  the U.S. w ill?

I  am not only ta lk ing  about 
union members bu t people as a 
whole. I  th in k  the proof of the 
pudding is r ig h t in  your letters- 
to -the -ed ito r column. How many 
rank-and-filers do you see who 
sign the ir name? Not because they 
are afraid, anymore than a man 
who doesn’t  com m it suicide is a 
coward. I t ’s getting so tha t to 
speak out in  th is society is tanta
mount to com m itting economic 
suicide. W hy do I sign my name to 
my le tte r — because I  am brave? 
Hell, no. I t ’s because we don’t 
have any more freedom le ft than 
a place to eat and sleep and keep 
your mouth shut. I don’t  pu t any 
value on it.

Carl A . Gregory

Our Error
New Y ork, N.Y.

In your National P icket Line 
column of Dec. 21 you re fer to 
the national AFL-CIO teachers 
union as the United Federation of 
Teachers. This is incorrect. The 
national organization is the A m er
ican Federation of Teachers. The 
UFT, also known as Local 21, is 
the New Y ork  a ffilia te  of the AFT. 
Charles Cogen used to be presi
dent of the U FT but now he is 
president of the AFT.

B.V.

Criticizes Hoover Editorial
Newberg, Ore.

Enclosed please find  check fo r 
$3 fo r renewal of The M ilita n t. 
I  find  the paper extrem ely in te r
esting. You cover the ground quite 
well.

However, sometimes an item 
creeps in to  The M ilita n t which 
keeps me in a puzzle. I  refer in 
this instance to The M ilita n t’s de
mand fo r the removal of J. Edgar 
Hoover as head of the notorious 
FBI.

Since when has i t  become the 
policy of a M arx is t party  to ad
vocate the replacement o f a police 
o ffice r by another who is duty- 
bound to carry out the policies of 
the former?

Perhaps this w rite r  has not suf
fic ien t knowledge concerning the 
class struggle. Perhaps the edi
to ria l s ta ff o f your fine paper can 
enlighten me. W ith  fra terna l greet
ings.

D irk  De Jonge

[As a veteran of the class strug
gle, D irk  De Jonge is unduly 
modest. We would, however, ask 
h im  to consider these points:

F irst, we raised the demand that 
Hoover be fired  fo r the anti-Negro 
smear he directed at M artin  L u th 
er K ing  in order to emphasize that 
responsibility fo r Hoover and the 
F B I rests squarely on the should

ers of the national adm inistration 
—  in this case the Johnson adm in
istration.

Secondly, w h ile  the notoriously 
anti-Negro and generally reaction
ary record of the F B I is w e ll 
known to many radicals and ac
tive  c iv il-righ ts workers who have 
experienced i t  d irectly , i t  is not 
tha t obvious to the general public 
and i t  needs to be restated and 
facts brought out to demonstrate 
i t  whenever the occasion to do so 
arises.

T h ird ly , M arxists do not l im it 
themselves to preaching the fun 
damental tru th  tha t only the 
abolition of capita lism  w il l  e lim 
inate such abominations as the 
F B I and the k ind  of man who 
heads it. M arxists also fig h t to 
curb anti-Negro and other reac
tionary  moves today, under- th is 
system. The demand fo r the re
moval of Hoover is no d iffe ren t 
in  essence from  the demand often 
supported or in itia ted  by M arxists 
fo r the removal of some cop from  
the force who is g u ilty  of police 
b ru ta lity .

The struggle fo r such demands 
doesn’t change the system but i f  
the protest is su ffic ien t i t  can 
serve to curb the repressive ap
paratus and the exposure of i t  
does help to educate people to the 
need fo r a basic change. E d it o r . ]

T hat Answers T hat —  A t the
UN Security Council, A lgerian 
delegate T e w fil Bouattoura an
swered A d la i Stevenson’s asser
tion that A frican condemnation of 
U.S. in tervention in the Congo 
was an expression of -“ racism.”  
Declared Bouattoura: “ When the 
20 assassins of the black Am er
icans have been freed, we are 
w ith in  our rights to ask where 
racism is and who shows it . ”  
Stevenson, who has been some
w hat shaken up lately, replied 
tha t , the A lgerian statement con
stitu ted “ verbal violence.”  So i t  
was le ft to the New York Times 
to rebut the A lgerian charge. The 
paper gravely noted tha t only one 
of the three c iv il-r ig h ts  workers 
murdered in Philadelphia, Miss., 
was black and, secondly, 21 not 20 
were arrested, bu t charges against 
only 19 were dismissed. The U.S. 
dropped the charges against the 
other two.

Progress Report — The m otion- 
p icture censor in  A tlan ta , Ga., has 
resigned and recommended tha t 
her post be abolished, cla im ing 
tha t her powers have been dilu ted 
over the years by court decisions.

Note to Taxpayers —  The cost 
o f occupying Guantanamo Naval 
Base in  Cuba has gone up. Last 
February Cuba shut o ff the water 
i t  supplied to the base in  order 
to force the release of 38 Cuban 
fishermen seized by the U.S. A fte r 
that incident the U.S. b e gan  
construction of three units to con
vert sea water to fresh. The p ro j
ect was completed last month at 
a cost of $10 m illion . The units 
w il l  cost about $28,000 a month 
to operate. Cuba had been paid 
$14,000 a month fo r supplying 
water. ,

G ift Suggestion —  I f  you over
looked someone on your Xmas 
g ift lis t and w ant to make amends 
w ith  something unusual, you may 
be interested in this in trigu ing  
classified ad from  the Baltim ore  
Sun: “ Ears —  Human (2) bony 
structures, mounted under glass.”

Bloomington Hearing
Frankfo rt, Ind.

Back home on vacation, I was 
able to attend the State Supreme 
Court hearing where they con
sidered arguments on whether or 
not to renew the “ sedition”  in d ic t
ments against Tom Morgan, Ralph 
L e v itt and J im  Bingham.

Leonard Boudin did a fine  job 
in  presenting the arguments fo r 
the defense. He did a pa rticu la rly  
good job  in describing the back
ground of the Korean War, M c- 
Carthyism, th e  w itch-hunting 
hysteria which led to the adoption 
of such state “ anti-subversive”  
laws. He also pointed to the 
abundance o f federal legislation 
covering th is fie ld  , w hich more 
than takes care of “ communist 
a c tiv ity ”  in  Indiana or any other 
state.

The main point he kept hammer
ing home is tha t w hat is involved 
is the issue of the doctrines and 
beliefs of the defendants, not 
any actions.

Associate attorney Daniel Tay
lo r spoke out loud and clear, m ak
ing good points about the vague
ness of the Indiana “ sedition”  act 
which he charged alone makes it 
unconstitutional. He said the law  
is purposely vague in order to be 
all-inclusive to s tifle  academic

Planned Obsolescence? — “ To
day’s youngsters know a th ing or 
two about electronics too,”  com
ments the Wal l  Street Journal, 
“ and they’ve already learned how 
to make Louis M arx & Co.’s Za- 
Soom un it fo r model road racing 
kits  considerably louder than it 
was intended to be. They cross the 
w ires to run the m otor on consid
erably increased voltage. The re
sulting d in is deafening. ‘About 
the only consolation fo r parents 
is that the added curren t wears 
out the motor u n it p re tty  fast,’ a 
M arx man said.”

P rize-W inner —  Last week we 
reported about the safety-con
scious New Y ork  cops who won 
department citations and $15 
prizes fo r such suggestions as 
na iling  down the floo r mats in  
police wagons so prisoners would 
not tr ip  on them and pu tting  bars 
on the fro n t opening of the vans 
so cops w ouldn ’t fa ll out. But we 
forgot to suggest the most obvious 
safety suggestion of a ll —  namely, 
disarm  all the cops.

K ille r — The death rate fo r pre- 
school ch ildren in “ new ly devel
oping”  countries is sometimes 40 
times higher than tha t among 
ch ildren of the same age in a f
fluen t countries, according to Dr. 
W. H. Sebrell, d irector of N u tr i
tion Sciences at Columbia U n ive r
sity. M a lnu trition  is the main 
k ille r  of these children, he said. 
Many of them are easily k illed  by

freedom and cu rta il academic 
rights.

The defendants were w e ll rep
resented on the legal fro n t and 
among the many spectators were 
some very serious and sympathe
tic  supporters to watch Indiana’s 
high court in action.

Jack Marsh 

Minneapolis Demonstration
Minneapolis, M inn.

About 55 people picketed here 
Dec. 19 against the w ar in  V ie t
nam in  a demonstration called by 
peace groups. The tu rnou t wasn’t  
bad considering the tem perature 
was 25° and i t  was snowing.

The demonstration was im por
tan t i n  tha t i t  was the f irs t  tim e 
there was complete freedom in  
regard to w hat slogans demonstra
tors could carry. In  previous dem
onstrations here there were ef
forts to  prevent anyone from  
partic ipa ting  who carried signs 
c ritica l of the Democratic P a rty  
or im p lied  that the libera ls in  
the government condoned U.S. ac
tions in Vietnam.

The Socialist W orkers P a rty  
partic ipated in the demonstrations 
w ith  placards that identified  the 
party and tha t branded President 
Johnson responsible fo r the war.

Everett Luoma

diseases because of the ir under
nourished condition. Dr. Sebrell 
spoke in Washington at a confer
ence of a group w ith  a ra ther im 
pressive title : The In te rnationa l 
Conference on Prevention o f M a l
nu tr it io n  in Pre-School Children. 
I t  would be good i f  the conference 
proposed tha t the im peria lists get 
out of the colonial countries so 
tha t the people of those lands 
could use the ir resources to feed 
the ir children.

Changing Times —  The Dec. 27
issue of The W orker, voice o f the 
Communist Party, carries an ar
ticle observing the fo rtie th  an
niversary of In te rnationa l Pub
lishers, the publishing house as
sociated w ith  the Communist P a r
ty. Since the days o f S ta lin  The 
W orker has never been noted fo r  
objective treatm ent of T rotsky  o r 
Trotskyism. B u t th is a rtic le  notes 
in a sim ply factua l w a y: “ The 
th ird  book published in 1925 was 
L ite ra tu re  and Revolution  b y  Leon 
Tro tsky.”

Might Even Get Down to His 
Level —  We are indebted to The 
Realist fo r th is choice declaration 
by C a lifo rn ia ’s S e n a to r-e le c t 
George M urphy: “ You have to re
member that Americans can’t  do 
that k ind  of w ork  [fo r  f r u it  and 
vegetable fa rm ers]. I t ’s too hard. 
Mexicans are rea lly  good at that. 
They are b u ilt low  to the ground, 
you see, so i t  is easier fo r them 
to stoop.”

Thought for  the Week
“ I t  is neither decent nor Christian to go on as we are, w ith  un

changed economic rules w hich pe rm it me to make more money in a 
few  months on the stock exchange w ith  a b it o f capita l than poor 
fam ilies w ith  both parents w ork ing  hard a ll year can earn to feed the ir 
children.”  —  Rev. Eugene Carson Blake o f the Presbyterian Church 
in  a Dec. 27 sermon.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience w ith o ur 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant for $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

Name

s tre e t Zone

C ity State

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N . Y.

It Was Reported in the Press



Page Eight th e  MILITANT Monday, January 4, 1965

 Berkeley Student Battle  
- I ts  Real Significance 

U OF CALIFORNIA FREE-SPEECH MOVEMENT

By Carol Sharpe
applied every means i t  knew to 
exact unquestioning loya lty  to the 
co ld -w ar leadership from  the 
present generation o f middle-class 
youth. Through the use of the 
educational system, the mass 
media, and w itch -hun t on the 
campus, Am erica’s ru lers have 
spared no e ffo rt to shape these 
students in to w orthy  replace
ments fo r themselves on the v a r i
ous levels of the Establishment.

A lthough the FSM’s inv igo ra t
ing radicalism  and its exposure 
of the oppressive power structure 
alone would qua lify  i t  as a devel
opment of m ajor significance, i t  
has a s ti l l  deeper meaning. I t  is 
youth ’s reaction to the new stage 
of decay in  American society.

Even in  the absence o f a chal
lenge by labor to the capita list 
power structure, and in  the ab
sence of a m ajor economic crisis, 
a portion of the flow er of m iddle 
and upper-class youth are ques
tion ing the course prescribed by 
the ir elders. They have expressed 
through the ir actions at Berkeley 
the ir loss of confidence in  the fu 
ture of co ld-w ar libera lism , and 
are searching fo r a d iffe ren t road.

They re ject the sterile role as
signed them in society and are 
beginning to doubt as w e ll the 
a b ility  of the Establishment to 
m aintain its existence in  the com
ing years. Seen against the back
drop of in terna l poverty and 
racial oppression fo r w ide sections 
of the Am erican people, and ex
ternal reverses fo r im peria lism  
over the last ten years, th is crisis 
among the campus youth is an 
im portant signal of the more basic 
opposition w hich is approaching.

I t  is iron ica l tha t a m ile from  
the great atom-smashers and near 
the form er offices of the chairman 
of the A tom ic Energy Commission,
10,000 student rebels stood sing
ing the songs o f the Freedom Now 
Movement. Not only does A m er
ican capitalism  have to struggle 
to m aintain its fa lte ring  dom ina
tion over tw o -th irds  of the w orld, 
i t  now finds it increasingly hard 
to ju s tify  itse lf to its own heirs.

BERKELEY, Dec. 27 — A  new 
confrontation between the Free 
Speech Movement (FSM ) and the 
U n ivers ity  o f C aliforn ia adm inis
tra tion  appears certain when 
Christmas recess ends January 
4. A t present the forms and 
intensity o f such a con flic t re
main unclear. That w il l  be deter
mined by a number of factors, in 
c luding the effect on the students 
of the Christmas “ cooling-off 
period”  and any fu rth e r adm inis
tra tion  provocations. Since the 
overw helm ingly successful stu
dent strike, term inated upon the 
facu lty ’s Dec. 8 vote supporting the 
FSM demands, the cleavage be
tween the Establishment and the 
student body has grown deeper.

On Dec. 18, the Regents of the 
U n ivers ity  (its  governing body) 
voted to set up a committee to 
study policy changes on po litica l 
ac tiv ity  on campus, and turned 
down the faculty-supported FSM 
demand fo r fu l l  and immediate 
freedom of expression on campus. 
I t  is w ide ly assumed that the 
Regents’ action is a stall, and that 
they w il l  move decisively against 
student rights when and i f  the 
protest movement begins to 
stagnate.

Regents’ Statement
In  voting down the FSM de

mand, the Regents cloaked the ir 
suppression w ith  a statement that 
“ the policies of the Regents do 
not contemplate tha t advocacy or 
content of speech shall be res tric t
ed beyond the purv iew  of the F irst 
and Fourteenth Amendments.” 
Since the Regents simultaneously 
upheld the existing po licy which 
has consistently denied F irs t 
Amendment rights to the student 
body, and w hich led to the up
ris ing in the firs t place, FSM re
sponse to the Regents’ statement 
was cool.

But the Regents’ two-faced 
stand has had the effect o f placat
ing the facu lty  and breaking down 
its united fron t w ith  the FSM. 
W hile free speech leader M ario 
Savio referred to the Regents’ de
cision as “ a repudiation of the 
policy we’ve been figh ting  fo r,”

NO F O O L IN G  A R O U N D . Cops didn’t let such things as constitu
tional guarantees get in  the ir w ay when they decided to haul stu
dent sit-downers from  U niversity of C alifornia adm inistration  
building.

facu lty  representatives said it 
marked substantial progress.

The conflic t now extends fa r 
beyond the campus com m unity 
and has become a m ajor issue in 
C a liforn ia  politics. D uring  the past 
weeks, a ll the main factions in 
the two parties have lined up w ith  
the Regents in threatening the 
FSM w ith  fu rth e r police action. 
Democratic Gov. Brown, who 
ordered the mass arrests on Dec. 
3, stated that he would not grant 
amnesty to the arrested students 
now or in the future.

The Dec. 27 San Francisco 
Chronicle  reported that “ other 
more sta rtling  suggestions — even

BRITISH OFFER US A G O O D  EXAMPLE

It's High Time to Abolish the Death Penalty
By Fred Halstead

The B ritish  House of Commons 
Dec. 21 voted to abolish the death 
penalty fo r m urder in  B rita in . The 
b il l  was introduced by Labor 
Member of Parliam ent Samuel 
S ilverm an who has been figh ting  
fo r the abolition of capita l punish
ment fo r over a quarter of a cen
tury. The b ill passed by the over
w helm ing vote of 355 to 170 and 
is v ir tu a lly  assured of becoming 
law.

We socialists ha il this develop
ment as an advance fo r c iv iliza 
tion. The B ritish  action should 
serve as an example fo r this coun
try  and should spur the move
ment here fo r the abolition of the 
death penalty.

Capital punishment is a barbar
ous re lic  of the past and is no
th ing more than an act of ven
geance and sadism. I t  has long 
since been proven tha t the death 
penalty contributes nothing to the 
prevention of crime. N ine states 
and many foreign countries have 
abolished capita l punishm ent and 
the incidence of murders there is 
no higher — and in some cases it 
is lower —  than where i t  present
ly  exists. Indeed, the death penalty 
only intensifies the atmosphere of 
violence and b ru ta lity  which en
courages murder.

I t  is also a w e ll-know n fact that 
many an innocent person has been 
convicted and executed.

One of the most revealing com
ments on the real nature of cap
ita l punishment in the United 
States was w ritten  by Lewis 
Lawes who, as warden of New 
Y ork  State’s Sing Sing prison for 
12 years, presided over the execu
tion of 151 people. He said of 
them: “ In  ages they ranged from  
17 to 63. They came from  a ll 
kinds of homes and environments. 
In  one respect they were a ll alike. 
A ll were poor, and most were 
friendless. The defendant of 
wealth and position never goes to 
the electric chair or to the gal
lows . . .”

In  th is country, capital punish
ment is not only a m atter of class 
injustice, but of race injustice. 
The m a jo rity  of v ictim s of the 
death penalty are Negroes. In 
some states —  in the South, in 
pa rticu la r — capital punishment 
is applied not only fo r m urder but 
also fo r lesser crimes such as rape 
and robbery. In  these cases in the 
South i t  is almost exclusively ap
plied to Negroes.

In  addition, the death penalty 
has been used as a d irect in s tru 
ment of racial te rro r —  a form  
of lynch ing —  where w h ite  racist 
j uries have convicted Negroes of

capital crimes on trum ped-up ev i
dence.

The movement fo r the aboli
tion of capital punishm ent became 
widespread in this country in 
1959 and 1960 around the case of 
C aryl Chessman who had been 
sentenced to die in C a liforn ia  on 
charges of rape and robbery. 
Chessman’s tr ia l 12 years earlier 
was h igh ly questionable, and he 
had educated him self in prison 
and carried on a legal fig h t 
through eight stays of execution.

He also wrote several rem ark
able books w hile  in  prison, in 
c luding his autobiography, Cell 
2455, Death Row, which made him 
w o rld -fa m o u s . Chessman h im 
self played a leading role in the 
campaign against capital punish
ment which centered on his case. 
There were mass demonstrations 
around the w orld, pa rticu la rly  in 
La tin  America where the death 
penalty has largely been abolished 
and where President Eisenhower 
was on tour at the time. The State 
Departm ent exerted its influence 
and the Supreme Court intervened 
w ith  an order staying the execu
tion un til Eisenhower’s tr ip  was 
over.

C a liforn ia  Governor Edmund G. 
Brown, who said he was against 
capital punishment, asked the 
state legislature to abolish i t  but 
refused to take i t  upon him self

to grant Chessman clemency.
The legislature refused, and 

Brown —  in an act that w il l  go 
down in h istory fo r its cowardice 
and hypocrisy — refused to ex
ercise his legal power and grant 
Chessman clemency. Hundreds of 
students staged a v ig il outside the 
prison as the execution ap
proached. Chessman went to his 
death calm ly on May 2, 1960, ask
ing that others carry on the fig h t 
against capital punishment.

A survey published by the 
Friends Service Committee short
ly  before Chessman was put to 
death showed that in  spite of 
overwhelm ing n e w s p a p e r  and 
righ t-w ing  propaganda to the con
tra ry , sentiment against capital 
punishment was very strong in  
the U.S. O f lower-income persons, 
53 per cent were opposed to the 
death penalty, and 42 per cent of 
those in higher-income brackets 
opposed it. Among Negroes, 78 per 
cent were against capital punish
ment.

The most recent step forward in 
the struggle to end this inhuman, 
useless and unjust practice in the 
United States was registered in the 
November election when the vo t
ers of Oregon passed a referen
dum abolishing it. The B ritish  ac
tion should serve to encourage the 
movement fo r abolition of the 
death penalty throughout the U.S.

in responsible circles — are that 
the Regents m ight close down the 
campus entire ly  or that Gov. Ed
mund G. B rown m ight call in  the 
National Guard to keep order.” 
Assembly Speaker Jesse Unruh 
(Dem .), a leading contender fo r 
governor in 1966, pledged that in 
the event of fu rthe r demonstra
tions at UC, the legislature “ w ill 
be in  the next m orning.”

Minn. DuBois Club 
Backs Socialist in 
Deportation Fight

M IN N EAPO LIS  —  The T w in  
Cities W.E.B. DuBois C lub has 
gone on record against the a t
tempt to deport Joseph Johnson, 
Socialist W orkers P arty  organizer 
in th is city.

The youth organization’s action 
was embodied in  a resolution 
passed at its Dec. 20 meeting. A fte r 
stating the facts in  the case, the 
resolution said:

“ The T w in  Cities W.E.B. Du
Bois Club, believing tha t the con
fl ic t  of charges against Johnson 
indicates double jeopardy, do up
hold the be lie f tha t citizenship is 
an inalienable rig h t of a ll native- 
born Americans u n til that time 
when they renounce it.

“ Therefore, be i t  resolved that 
the T w in  Cities W.E.B. DuBois 
Club supports Joseph Johnson in 
his fig h t fo r his rights as an 
American citizen.”

The resolution was adopted 
a fte r much discussion and by an 
almost unanimous vote.

Johnson, a native-born U.S. c it
izen, is being threatened by the 
Im m igration Service w ith  deporta
tion to an unspecified country 
fo r the “ crim e”  of having lived 
in Canada as a young man and 
having partic ipated in a m unicipal 
election there. He subsequently 
returned to the U.S. and served 
a ja il  sentence fo r selective-serv- 
ice-law  v io la tion because, un
known to him, his d ra ft number 
had come up w h ile  he was liv in g  
in Canada.

New Campus Fight Shaping Up
B y A la n  S harpe

Malcolm X Wins 
In Traffic Court

NEW YO R K — Malcolm  X  
was acquitted of a m onth-old 
charge of speeding on the T r i-  
boro Bridge. The Police Depart
ment had gone to the unusual 
lengths of having a lawyer in 
court. Judge W illiam  Brennan 
commented tha t th is was odd, 
since in most tra ff ic -t ic k e t cases 
only the policeman is present.

The judge doubted the tru th  of 
the charge, despite the testimony 
of the patrolm an that he had 
clocked Malcolm X  doing 55 miles 
an hour fo r three-tenths of a mile. 
The black nationalist leader told 
the court tha t he has a buzzer 
installed in  his car which sounds 
o ff when he goes faster than 40 
and i t  had not gone off. The buz
zer proved to be an effective pre
caution against frame-up.

BER KELEY — The U niversity 
of C a liforn ia  has placed its m ark 
on the life  o f the past tw o decades 
perhaps more than any other 
school. The U n ivers ity  bore a 
p rim a ry  responsibility fo r the de
velopment of the atomic bomb. 
W ith  thousands of its employes 
engaged in  nuclear arms research, 
i t  is the pace-setting ins titu tion  of 
the A tom ic Age. As an educational 
factory fo r the production of cor
poration executives, i t  is un
matched in the West. Such a lum ni 
as Secretary o f Defense Robert 
McNamara f i l l  top posts in the 
po litica l-indus tria l apparatus. This 
is the synchronized machine which 
the Free Speech Movement has 
attacked and disrupted.

The students now in revo lt at 
the U n ive rs ity  of C a liforn ia  were 
born in  the years around the close 
o f the war. They grew up during 
the period of McCarthyism, and 
a fte r the last great upsurges of 
the labor movement. This genera
tion  was educated in an era of 
boom and re lative in terna l tra n 
q u ility .

The capita list power structure


