
American Casualties 
Mounting in Vietnam

B y D ick Roberts
NOV. 16 — The num ber of 

Am erican soldiers the govern
ment has admitted have been 
k ille d  on the Vietnamese battle 
fields has gone over the 1,000 
level, associate ed itor of the New 
Y ork Times James Reston stated 
Nov. 14. This compares w ith  the 
government’s figures of 831 com
bat deaths Oct. 14,-902 as of Nov.
1, and 987, Nov. 8. ( “ Non-combat”  
deaths have not been listed since 
this summer. A t tha t tim e they 
were given as approxim ately 400 
as compared to approxim ately 600 
combat deaths.)

This rap id  increase in  the to ll 
of American G l’s reflects the 
change in  the character of the 
Vietnamese w ar which has oc
curred in the past several weeks. 
For the f irs t time, large numbers 
of U.S. troops are being thrown 
in to  prolonged battles against the 
Vietnamese revolutionaries.

A t Pleime, near the Cambodian 
border, an off-and-on battle is 
now raging in its f i f th  week. D u r
ing th is time, several U.S. p la 
toons have been chewed to pieces, 
accounting fo r the bu lk  of the 
increased casualties. One platoon 
was reduced from  29 to  6, the 
New Y ork Times reported Nov. 16.

Reporting s im ila r casualties 
from  a second battleground near 
Bienhoa, Nov. 11, Times report
er R. W. Apple, Jr., described the 
reaction of one private: “  ‘I t
wasn’t  w orth  it , ’ he said, tw is ting  
his hat in  his hands. ‘Every time 
I  looked up there were bullets 
dancing tow ard me. I t  was hell. I 
hated it.’ ”

.... A  sta ff sergeant whose squad
had been nearly  w iped out to ld 
Apple: “  ‘I ’ve done the ve ry  best 
I  could . . .  I  haven’t  shirked. I ’ve 
tr ie d  to make m y commander 
proud of me and m y squad. Now 
a ll I  w ant to do is get out o f here, 
get away from  this place, go home. 
B u t I  can’t  take m y men w ith  me, 
because they’re most of them 
dead.’ ”

This is only the beginning of 
w ha t looks like  a long and bloody 
attem pt by U.S. m ilita ry  forces to 
tu rn  the tide of the Vietnamese 
w ar in  W ashington’s favor. I t  w il l  
be long and bloody, as these re
ports indicate already, because the 
South Vietnamese people are going 
to fig h t every inch o f the way to 
defend the ir country against the 
U.S. invaders.

B u t Washington appears ready 
to stop at no sacrifice of human 
life  to preserve th e ir im peria lis t 
foothold in  Southeast Asia. As of 
m idn ight, Nov. 11, the Times re
ported today, there were 161,000 
Am erican troops in  Vietnam, ready 
to replenish the supply of troops 
being cut down in  battles like  the 
one near Pleime.

D ra ft boards across the country 
are beginning to sink the ir levies 
in to  the ranks of college students, 
m arried men and young doctors. 
The December d ra ft call, now 
placed at 40,200 is the biggest 
since the Korean w ar. I t  w il l  place 
the to ta l d ra ft fo r the last s ix 
months of 1965 at 175,150 as com
pared to the co ld -w ar norm al of 
about 100,000 men a year.

As resistance of the Vietnamese 
revolutionaries stiffens in  South 
Vietnam, the U nited States is 
stepping up its  da ily  bomb a t
tacks both on villages in  the

Sec’y of State Rusk

South and against industria l and 
m ilita ry  targets in  the North. The 
Nov. 7 strike  against defensive 
missile installations in N orth  V ie t
nam was the closest to Hanoi so 
far, the Associated Press report
ed, w h ile  the giant Guam-based 
B-52 je t bombers flew  the 60th 
saturation bomb ra id  against South 
V ietnam, the same day.

The sharp step-up of U.S. troop 
comm itment to the V ietnam  battle  
lines has not been accompanied 
by a para lle l c la rifica tion  of U.S. 
goals by the Democratic adm in
istration. The reason is clear

enough: m illions of Americans are 
opposed to the w ar-o f-a troc ities in 
Southeast Asia and w ould refuse 
to accept the Johnson w ar p ro
gram i f  i t  were ever spelled out.

“ There is a quiet uneasiness in  
th is country,”  James Reston con
ceded in  the ed ito ria l cited above, 
“ about the w ar in  V ietnam — fa r 
more widespread and probably 
more im portant than the noisy 
demonstrations in the un ive r
sities . . .”  Therefore, Reston sug
gests, “ O ffic ia ls go on ta lk ing  as 
i f  one more summer or one more 
w in te r o f American action w ill 
bring the desired result, but in 
private they concede that this 
k ind  of w ar could easily go on fo r 
years.”

An example of the cynical and 
hypocritica l ly in g  which Washing
ton uses to cover its aggression 
in V ietnam  was embarrassingly 
th row n in the face of the State 
Departm ent this week in an article 
in 'Look  magazine by Eric Sev- 
vareid. Sevareid disclosed, and the 
State Departm ent re luctan tly  ad
m itted, tha t N orth  V ietnam  had 
been prepared to enter negotia
tions w ith  the United States in 
Rangoon, Burma, last fa ll.

How about Johnson’s 1964 presi
dentia l “ peace”  campaign and his 
promise o f “ unconditional nego
tia tions” ? “ On the basis o f the 
evidence available to us,”  the Stale 
Departm ent’s press o ffice r Robert 
J. McCloskey replied, “ we did not 
believe at any tim e that North 
V ietnam  was prepared fo r serious 
peace talks.”  McCloskey m ight 
have added, “ and we were also 
preparing to dump thousands of 
tons o f bombs on N orth  V ietnam .”
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 An Interview With  
 Deacon for Defense

By H erm an Porter
Henry Austan, a leader o f the 

Deacons fo r Defense and Justice, 
gave an in te rv iew  to The M ilita n t  
w h ile  in  New Y o rk  on Nov. 13.

Austan explained tha t he had 
never been active in  any c iv il 
rights a c tiv ity  u n til the beginning 
o f th is year, when he moved from  
his home in  Baton Rouge, La., to 
Bogalusa, La., to begin a new job 
as an insurance salesman. A n  in 
cident occurred soon after w hich 
impelled h im  to jo in  the move
ment.

Austan and his supervisor stop
ped along a road to ta lk  w ith  a 
policy holder one day. The three 
Negroes were approached by a 
w hite  man who pulled ou t a .45 
caliber pistol and said, “ W hat are 
you niggers doing here?”  Another 
w hite  man w ith  a shotgun came 
over, and ordered them out of the 
area. The she riff was contacted, 
bu t he would do noth ing about 
the incident.

“ I  bought a pisto l,”  said Austan. 
“ Three weeks later, I  heard o f the 
Deacons and jo ined them.”

The atmosphere in  Bogalusa is 
d iffe ren t from  Baton Rouge, Aus
tan explained. Bogalusa is a small,

ON-THE-SCENE REPORT

Calif. Grape Pickers Strike
By H a l Verb

DELANO, Calif., Nov. 6 —  
“ Huelga!”  ( “ S trike !” ) was the cry 
tha t greeted a caravan of cars 
loaded down w ith  cartons of food 
fo r s tr ik ing  grape pickers when 
i t  a rrived in  th is agricu ltu ra l town 
today. Delano is in  the Central 
Valley, heart of the state’s v ine
yards, w hich has been the scene 
of a tw o-m onth long strike against 
the grape growers association by 
fa rm  workers in  a d rive  fo r better 
wages and a union contract.

The motorcade orig inated out 
of the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Area, a distance of nearly 
300 miles from  the beleagured 
town of Delano and is one of 
many w hich have been bring ing 
tons o f food here fo r w hat has 
been described by observers as 
“ the largest and most effective 
strike  since the 1930’s.”

In  C aliforn ia, agribusiness is a 
m u lti-b illio n  do lla r industry. So 
pro fitab le  has i t  become tha t com
panies as fa r away as England 
have invested in  C aliforn ia. The 
K ern County Land Company, fo r 
example, is an English-contro lled 
corporation which owns more than 
200 square miles in  K ern  County 
alone.

Large corporations such as those 
operating the S ierra V ista Ranch 
(D iG iorg io  C orporation), the C a li
fo rn ia  Packing Corporation (Del

Monte Products) and the giant 
Sunkist orange and lemon com
bine have had a h is to ry o f m arket 
m anipulation. T h r o u g h  such 
practices as these and the low 
wages fa rm  workers are paid the 
companies are able to amass huge 
pro fits  in  a h igh ly ' exp lo itative  
industry.

AIL T ied  Up
Moreover these companies have 

an in te rlock ing  directorate of 
corporations tha t reads like  a lis t 
of some of the biggest banking, 
u tilities , m anufacturing and in 
surance corporations in  the U.S. 
The D iG iorg io  F ru it Corporation, 
fo r example, has in terlocking d i
rectorates w hich include such 
titans o f b ig business as Union O il 
Co., Lockheed A irc ra ft, Bank of 
America and the Pacific Gas and 
E lectric Company; yet these enter
prises are exempt from  labor laws 
as i f  they were fa m ily  farms.

The grape pickers strike  is led 
by the National Farm  Workers 
Association (N FW A ) and the 
A F L -C IO ’s A g ricu ltu ra l W orkers 
Organizing Committee (AW O C ). 
I t  began Sept. 8 when hundreds of 
F ilip ino  workers organized by 
AWOC in  ten camps near Delano 
and in  nearby E a rlim art had re
fused to w ork, demanding a salary 
increase from  $1.10 an hour to 
$1.40 an hour.

The $1.40 an hour is the basic 
m in im um  wage suggested by U.S. 
Secretary of Labor W illa rd  W irtz  
fo r agricu ltu ra l workers bu t the 
Growers Association had offered 
only $1.20 an hour. (The actual 
demands o f the workers were 
$1.40 hourly  rate and 25 cents a 
box piece rate before the strike 
began. The growers were paying 
$1.15 and $1.20 an hour and 10 
cents a box). The growers, how
ever, are exempted from  labor 
laws which force employers to 
ta lk  w ith  unions and the strikers 
had no other a lternative than to 
picket and demonstrate.

Then on Sept. 10 fa rm  workers 
were evicted from  the ir bunk 
houses by one ranch owner. In  
three other ranches, gas, w ater 
and lights were shut o ff bu t the 
strikers refused to leave. As more 
and more of the local workers le ft 
the fie lds the growers boosted 
wages s ligh tly  in  an attem pt to 
recru it scabs from  outside areas.

Cesar Chavez, general d irector 
o f the N FW A and a leader of the 
Spanish-speaking fa rm  workers in  
the Valley, promised fu l l  coopera
tion w ith  the strike  from  the firs t 
day. W ith in  a week he had sent 
out a ca ll fo r a mass meeting 
w hich was held Sept. 1-6 at 
w hich over 1000 N FW A  fam 
ilies voted to go on strike  them - 

(Continued on Page 2)

H enry Austan
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re la tive ly  new town, and w hite  
people there are more antagonistic 
toward Negroes than in  the. c ity  of 
Baton Rouge.

The Deacons were f irs t organ
ized in Jonesboro, a small tow n ih  
northern Louisiana, on Ju ly  10, 
1964. C iv il righ ts a c tiv ity  had be
gun there, and the K lan  was using 
te rro r tactics against the move
ment. The K lan  rode through the 
black com m unity shooting - int.o 
houses; they dragged people from  
the ir homes and threatened them. 
The police were inform ed but did 
nothing to stop the terror. One 
n igh t a 25-car K lan  caravan drove 
through led by a police car.

That was too much. Ernest 
Thomas, called “ C h illy  W illy ”  by 
his friends because of his cold re 
serve, and tw o others called to 
gether a group o f ten veterans of 
the Korean w ar and W orld  W ar
I I .  They organized the Deacons of 
Defense and Justice to  defend 
against K lan  te rro r. The organiza
tion spread to Bogalusa, said Aus
tan.

“ The Deacons are not just a 
gun-ba ttling  organization,”  ex
plained the young organizer. They 
are set up to partic ipate  in a wide 
range of a c tiv ity  —  from  voter 
registration to transporting civil 
rights workers in  safety in to  “hot 
spots.”  “ We are dedicated to free
dom and we’re w illin g  to use any 
means necessary to obtain our 
freedom.”

The Deacons are concentrating 
on the next steps in  bu ild ing  the ir 
organization: ra ising funds, organ
izing new chapters, establishing 
better communications among the 
chapters, and tra in in g  the mem
bers in  various aspects o f se lf- 
defense, said Austan. They hope to 

(Continued on Page 2)

Washington Antiwar March and Convention Nov. 25-28
.* • . »' ' ’jiv?}''*

Antiwar Convention called by National Coordinating Committee to End the W ar in Vietnam, Nov. 25-28 a t Lincoln Mem- c 
orial Temple, 11 & R St. (Sat. session a t Mayflower Hotel, Connecticut & DeSalle.) Peace March a t White House, Safv l 
Nov. 27, 11 a.m. I
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...California Grape Pickers Strike

Foreign affa irs is the greatest 
problem  facing the AFL-C IO  ac
cording to a Convention Call 
signed by AFL-CIO  President 
George Meany and Secretary- 
Treasurer W illiam  F. Schnitzler.

The Convention, the AFL-C IO ’s 
s ix th  constitutional session, w il l  
open Dec. 9, in  the C iv ic A u d i
to rium , San Francisco. I t  marks 
the tenth  anniversary of the 
merged federation.

A fte r incorrectly  observing that 
“ Am erica ’s repeated appeals fo r 
peace, fo r unconditional negotia
tions at any tim e in  any place, 
have been answered only by new 
attacks by the Communist forces,”  
the C all complained about “ mis
guided protests of some Americans 
against the w ar.”

This attack was weakened by 
the call’s admission tha t “ our 
country is committed to a defense 
e ffo rt half-way around the w orld  
w h ich  no one likes and too few 
understand.”

* * *
A  report in  the Oct. 29 Sea

farers’ Log complains o f three fo r
eign flag  ships tied up “ at various 
ports around the w o rld ”  due to 
refusal of foreign crews to sail the 
vessels. A ll  three, reportedly load
ed w ith  m ilita ry  cargo fo r South 
V ientnam , are of B ritish  registry. 
One ship, the Craftsm an, was tied 
up in  Kobe, Japan, when her In 
dian crew deserted a fte r learning 
the ship was bound fo r South 
V ietnam . A  Chinese crew, flow n 
in  to  replace them, sailed the ship 
as fa r  as Hong Kong, but they too 
refused to continue. The rem aining 
B ritis h  ships arc also manned by 
Chinese crews.

The Seafarers’ Log also reports 
tha t several Japanese shipping 
companies have recently cancelled 
contracts to carry supplies to South 
V ietnam  because of the refusal of 
Japanese seamen to sail w ith  the 
cargo.

The November Metal Trades De
partm ent B u lle tin  (A FL-C IO ) re
ports s im ila r incidents: “ This past 
September a 9,000 ton m ilita ry  
cargo fo r  V ietnam  was delayed 
three weeks when f irs t a Greek

NEW YORK
FILMS AND FUN. A  group of eight 

films, including ones with anti-war 
themes. Each showing followed by a so
cial. Sunday, Nov. 21, 1:30 and 5:30 
p.m. 116 University PI. Contrib. $1. 
Ausp. Committee to A id the Blooming
ton Students.

*  *  *

No forum on Nov. 26 during week-end 
o f Washington Anti-W ar Convention.

*  *  *

THE W ASHINGTON ANTI-VIETNAM- 
W AR CONVENTION. A report by Doug 
Jenness, editor o f the Young Socialist. 
Fri.t Dec. 3, 8:30 p.m. 116 University 
PI. Contrib . $1, students 50c. Ausp. M ili
tant Labor Forum.

*  *  *

Save Sat., Dec. 11 for BANQUET TO 
HONOR E. D. NIXON, organizer o f the 
1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott.

•
TWIN CITIES

FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA. Speaker: I. B. Tabata, presi
dent of the Unity Movement o f South 
Africa Fri„ Nov. 26, 8:30 p.m. Hall 240, 
704 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis. Ausp. 
Friday N ight Socialist Forum.

Your Help 
Is Needed

Beginning January 1966, 
the Post O ffice requires that 
w e include the zip code num 
ber w ith  a ll subscribers’ ad
dresses. I f  w e don’t  have 
yours, would you please drop 
us a card at once. W e can’t 
promise i t  w ill  im prove  
speed of delivery but i t  w ill  
help us avoid unnecessary 
headaches.

crew and then a Mexican crew 
refused to sail w ith  i t  aboard 
Greek and Mexican flag  ships. A  
few weeks later another Greek 
crew refused to sail w ith  another 
cargo fo r V ietnam .”

American owned “ run-away flag 
ships”  are also unreliable fo r car
ry ing  V ietnam cargo, according to 
the B ulle tin , because “ they carry 
mixed crews not always sympa
thetic to the U.S.”

# * *
A  continuing decline in  attend

ance at union meetings led a 
Philadelphia local o f the ' Glass 
Bottle  B lowers’ Union to adopt a 
new rule. I t  stated tha t candidates 
fo r union office, in  order to be 
eligible, m ust have attended 75 
percent of a ll union meetings dur
ing the previous tw o years.

A  legal ru lin g  in a U.S. D is tric t 
Court, however, held tha t the ru le  
was “ too harsh”  since i t  would 
have disqualified 489 of the 500 
members in  the local.

*  *  *

M eanw hile, Baltim ore A FL-C IO  
President Dom inic N. Fornaro re
cently w rote a le tte r of “ advice”  
to w ives of union members in  the 
area. “ I f  you have a good man at 
home,”  he pleaded, “ shoo h im  o ff 
to his union meeting.”

The le tte r inv ited  wives to at
tend meetings of the Central La 
bor Council to learn more about 
the union movement.

*  *  *

A fte r being double-crossed by
Democratic “ friends”  in  the 89th 
Congress, who helped block the 
repeal of Section 14(b) o f the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  Act, A FL-C IO  lead
ers are now praising the last ses
sion o f Congress.

One example is a special artic le 
in  the November Union News, 
published by the O il, Chemical 
and A tom ic Workers, w hich pro
claimed: “ 1965 Great Year fo r 
W orking Man in U.S. Congress.”

An ed ito ria l in  the same issue 
then points the finger of g u ilt at 
rank-and-file workers as those re
sponsible fo r Section 14(b) re
m ain ing on the books. “ You — the 
ind iv idua l union member,”  i t  
complains, “ are the cu lp rit.”

A fte r observing tha t the AFL- 
CIO had grown by more than
245,000 members the year ending 
June, 1965, and now numbered 
more than 13 m illio n  members, the 
edit palms o ff th is legislative de
feat by unctuously stating: “ But 
how many o f you have taken the 
tim e to w rite  a postcard to your 
senator, u rg ing h im  to vote fo r 
repeal . . .”

Catholic College Holds 
Latin America Teach In

NEW YO RK —  On Nov. 12, stu
dents of M anhattanville  College of 
the Sacred Heart, located in  West
chester county in  New Y ork, held 
a teach-in on U.S. po licy in  La tin  
America. I t  was attended by hun
dreds of students as w e ll as nuns, 
priests and members o f the com
m unity. In  addition to professors 
and experts on the topic the teach- 
in  also inv ited  R ichard Garza, 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  candidate 
fo r  U.S. Senate in  1964, to debate 
Enrique Abascal, an exiled Cuban, 
on “ C hristian Democratic Evolu
tion vs. Communist Revolution.”

The h igh ligh t of the evening 
was a presentation by F e lix  M c
Gowan, a form er priest, who had 
spent 10 years among the Bo liv ian  
Indians and who had visited 
Cuba.

He reported on how much he 
had been impressed by the positive 
achievements of the Cuban rev
o lu tion and how he had begun to 
learn to look on communists as 
people and not as something be
yond the pale of hum anity. When 
he fin ished his presentation and 
answering questions, McGowan 
was given a standing ovation.

(Continued from  Page 1)
selves. The N FW A is an inde
pendent membership organiza
tion  started three years ago by 
Chavez.

In  Delano the F ilip ino  Com
m un ity  Center was turned into 
a headquarters fo r the strikers 
and a storehouse fo r the tons 
of food that were delivered 
from  all over the state. Each 
m orning at 4 a.m. crews of 
pickets w ould move out to find  
out w hich fields growers would 
attem pt to w ork. In  many cases 
the strikebreakers d id not know 
that they were being asked to 
w o rk  behind picket lines u n til 
they reached the fie ld . A  large 
percentage never showed up the 
next day a fte r they learned from  
the shouting pickets what was at 
stake.

“ A t f irs t they (the growers) 
laughed at us —  they thought we 
were fools,”  one s tr ike r to ld this 
reporter, “ but now they are not 
sm iling.”  I t  took three o f the 
strikebreakers to replace each 
s tr ike r since most o f them had not 
picked grapes before. The fie ld  
bosses watched over them like  
mother hens try in g  to keep them 
from  going out to the road where 
the pickets were marching.

Said Chavez: “ Ranchers in  the 
area w hich included D iG iorg io 
F ru it, Schenley and many inde
pendent growers d id not take the 
strike  seriously at firs t. By the 
second or th ird  week, however, 
they began taking another look 
and s trik ing  back. The growers

W illa rd  W ir tz

began harassing the pickets spray
ing them w ith  su lfu r, runn ing 
tractors by them to create dust 
storms, bu ild ing  barricades of 
fa rm  machinery so tha t scabs 
could not see the pickets.

“ These actions not only in 
creased the determ ination of the 
strikers, bu t convinced some of the 
scabs that the ranchers were, in  
fact, less than human. Scabs qu it 
w o rk  and the strike grew. The 
growers hired security guards fo r 
$43 a day. They began d riv ing  
the ir pa tro l cars, equipped w ith  
police dogs and rifles, up and 
down the roads. The people made

...Defense Deacon Interview
(Continued from  Page 1)

put out a newspaper from  Boga- 
lusa.

“ W herever they have organized 
the Deacons have acted as a de
te rren t to K lan  aggression and 
w h ite  hoodlum ac tiv ity ,”  Austan 
declared. He recounted one in c i
dent as an example o f the effect 
of the Deacons: an 18-year-old 
Negro g ir l from  St. Louis was ar
rested by Bogalusa police along 
w ith  other c iv il rights activists.

A  mob of about 200 whites as
sembled outside the ja i l  ye lling  
that they wanted to “ rape the n ig 
ger b itch.”  The police decided to 
release the young woman w h ile  
the mob was there. She succeeded 
in  ca lling the Deacons who were 
guarding another demonstration, 
and five  of them went to  get her. 
When they appeared before the 
mob, “ you could have heard a pin 
drop.”  The g ir l got in  the car and 
drove away w ith  the Deacons 
w ithou t any interference.

“ I t  is so essential fo r Negroes 
to stand up,”  explained the Dea
con organizer. “ I ’ve seen many 
times when the police w ouldn ’t 
do anyth ing u n til Sims [leader 
o f the Deacons in  Bogalusa] said, 
‘I f  you don’t, we w il l. ’ ”

The police w ould not protect the 
c iv il rights marchers in  Bogalusa 
u n til H enry Austan shot one o f the 
attackers. “ Then they w ou ldn ’t  le t 
any o f them do anything,”  he 
said. Austan is out on $2,500 bond, 
and faces tr ia l on a charge of ag
gravated battery fo r shooting a 
racist attacker in  self-defense du r
ing a c iv il rights march in  Boga
lusa in  Ju ly . He faces 10 years in 
prison.

“ The Deacons have given the 
Negro throughout the nation an 
organization they can po in t to w ith  
d ign ity . There is no d ig n ity  in  the 
non-v io len t march . . . There is 
no d ign ity  when a Negro woman 
is attacked . . . The attackers have 
no respect fo r  the non-vio lent,”  
Austan continued.

Austan gave his position on the 
w ar in  V ietnam  and explained 
that he was speaking as a black 
man, and not as a Deacon:

“ As a b lack man, I  couldn’t fig h t 
in  th is country ’s army. I f  I  went 
to  V ietnam  and was asked w hat 
I  was fig h tin g  for, w ha t could I  
te ll them? . . . H ow  can you free 
someone else when you’re  a slave?

“ I f  I ’m  going to fig h t in  any

foreign country, I ’l l  fig h t in  M is
sissippi, Louisiana, or Alabama. 
They must be a foreign country— 
at least they are fore ign to the 
principles and ideals of democracy 
tha t I  was taught.

“ They patted D r. K ing  on the 
head when he used nonviolence in  
Alabama. I f  nonviolence is such a 
good thing, w hy don’t  we have a 
nonviolent arm y in  Vietnam? 
When K in g  condemned the Dea
cons fo r  using ‘violence’ in  de
fending Negroes’ lives and prop
erty  they gave h im  a Nobel 
Peace Prize. When Dr. K in g  con
demned me fo r  shooting a w h ite  
racist, they called h im  a respon
sible leader. When K in g  condemn
ed the U. S. fo r armed in terven
tion in  Vietnam, they said Dr. 
K in g  had stopped being respon
sible and gone in to  meddling.

“ I f  violence is r ig h t in  Vietnam, 
then surely violence is rig h t in  
Mississippi. I f  violence can be a 
righteous tool fo r the w h ite  man 
then surely i t  can be ju s t as r ig h t
eous fo r the black man. I f  violence 
can be used to m urder defense
less women and children in  V ie t
nam, then certa in ly  i t  can be used 
in  Louisiana to defend Negroes’ 
lives and property.

View  of M alcolm  X
“ I t  seems funny to me they 

w ant me to fig h t the Vietcong, 
when the Vietcong never called 
me a nigger.”

“ M alcolm  X  is my idol,”  said 
H enry Austan. He explained his 
attitude toward Malcolm  X  as 
follows:

“ M alcolm  had not yet reached 
his peak, bu t I  believe he was on 
the r ig h t road. The road I ’m  on is 
the one I  th in k  he was on. I  th in k  
he believed that the black man in 
Am erica had to unite and stand 
up. I  th in k  th is is w hat he was 
try in g  to do —  unite  the Negroes. 
He once said, ‘Freedom by any 
means necessary’ —  w hich I  made 
m y motto. I  hope i t  w il l  become 
the motto of the entire black mass 
of th is  country.”

H enry Austan is organizing 
chapters of the Deacons and chap
ters of the Friends of the Deacons, 
an a ffilia ted  supporting organiza
tion. He is available to speak be
fore organizations to raise funds. 
Those interested in  helping can 
contact the Friends of the Deacons 
at: 271 West 125th Street, New 
York, N. Y.

more picket signs, drew in  the ir 
belts and kept m arching.”

According to El Malcriado, the 
Delano strikers’ b i-w eek ly  news
paper, pickets have been knocked 
down by members of the G row 
ers Association. When Hector 
Abeytia  of AWOC was beaten in  
fro n t of witnesses by grower and 
shipper Charles Dispoto the police 
report referred to the attacker as 
“ assailant unknown”  and ignored 
the testimony of both Abeytia and 
the witnesses.

The pickets had also charged 
tha t Dispoto had attempted to run 
them down w ith  cars. According 
to Anne Draper in  the Los A n 
geles Free Press (Oct. 15, 1965): 
“ P rivate owned guards have been 
h ired to pa tro l the enormous acre
age under strike. Growers have 
pulled guns on the strikers. A  p ick
et’s car was shot fu l l  o f holes. 
Deputies and county and c ity  po
lice flank  the fie lds w ith  the ir 
cars and fo llow  the picket cars 
on the ir assignments.”

W alked Out
On Sunday, Oct. 10 a large 

group of workers im ported from  
Texas had decided to w a lk  o ff the 
A. Caratan Ranch a fte r learn ing 
of the strike  from  Mrs. Dolores 
Huerta, vice president of the 
NFW A. They then teamed up w ith  
the s tr ik ing  grape pickers.

The workers had been brought 
from  out o f state at considerable 
expense by the Caratan fam ily  in  
a desperate move to break the 
strike. According to Chavez, “ P ro
duction was down 30 per cent and 
the growers began looking fo r 
more and more scabs. They went 
to  Fresno and Bakersfie ld and 
Los Angeles to find  them. They 
d idn ’ t  te ll the workers tha t they 
would be scab crews. The pickets 
fo llowed them in to  every town and 
formed ad hoc strike  committees 
to prevent scabbing. They suc
ceeded in  these towns.

“ W ith in  tw o  weeks, only one 
bus, w ith  ha lf a dozen winos, 
escorted by a pearl gray Cadillac, 
drove in to the strike zone. A  new 
plan was formed. The ranchers 
w ould advertise in  south Texas 
and old Mexico. They bring  these 
workers in  buses and the workers 
are in  debt to the rancher before 
they even arrive  in  town. We have 
a new and more d if f ic u lt  task 
ahead ahead of us w ith  these 
scabs.”

Foreman Complains
Furious at the incident of Mrs. 

Huerta and the strikers, the Cara
tan fa m ily  charged her w ith  “ tres
passing”  on one of the ir ranches. 
A  com plaint was signed by the 
foreman and Mrs. Huerta, mother 
of seven children, was pu t in  ja il 
on Oct. 12 solely because they 
claimed she had stepped on some 
d ir t  belonging to the m u ltim illio n  
do lla r Caratan hacienda.

Local opposition to the strike 
has come from  c ity  offic ia ls. Be
cause the federal government had 
previously allocated $267,000 fo r 
the N FW A w hich is to be used in 
a program of im proving  education 
fo r fa rm  workers and a plan to 
help workers better manage the ir 
finances, the Delano C ity  Council 
passed a resolution saying: “ Cesar 
Chavez is w e ll known to us and 
does not m e rit our trus t and the 
money should go to Delano H igh 
School instead.”  The C ity  Council 
w hich claims to speak fo r a ll the 
citizens does not have a single 
representative from  the Mexican 
and F ilip in o  com m unity which 
comprises more than ha lf o f the 
c ity ’s population.

Contributions can be sent to 
AWOC, 1457 Greenwood St., De
lano, Calif, or to NFW A, Box 894, 
Delano, Calif.

Does your local library have 
a subscription to THE MILI
TANT? If not, why not suggest 
that they obtain one. Librarians 
are often pleased to have pa
trons call t h e i r  attention to 
publications that they should 
have available.
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THE NEW YORK ELECTIONS

How Lindsay Got Elected
B y H a rry  Ring

NEW YO R K — R ight-w inger 
W illia m  Buckley opened his cam
paign fo r mayor by declaring tha t 
his avowed purpose was to b ring  
about the defeat of Republican 
John Lindsay. He wound up elect
ing  him.

This was an essential feature of 
an election which, in  its fin a l 
days, saw thousands of progres
sive-m inded voters ra lly in g  to 
Lindsay as a means o f cu tting  
down Buckley. One consequence 
of the Lindsay sweep was a small 
socialist vote, according to partia l, 
uncomplete returns.

W ith in  the confines of cap ita l
is t-pa rty  politics, there was a w ide 
manifestation of a lim ited  fo rm  of 
po litica l independence, ticke t- 
sp litting. The Democrats won a ll 
m a jo r offices except mayor and 
most m inor ones. Several hundred 
thousand Democrats sp lit the ir 
ticke t to  vote fo r Lindsay.

I t  was the live lies t m unicipal 
contest in  years. For decades the 
Democrats have heavily outnum 
bered the Republicans in  the c ity  
and whatever serious m ayora lty 
contests there were took place 
w ith in  the Democratic machine. 
E very  fo u r years the Republicans 
w ould have to scrounge around to 
fin d  someone w illin g  to enter a 
race in  w hich he was a guaranteed 
loser.

This time, however, the Repub
licans sensed that popular dis
satisfaction w ith  the Wagner rec
ord was so deep tha t there was an 
outside chance of beating the 
Democratic machine.

Right Qualities
And in  John Lindsay they had 

a candidate w ith  the necessary 
qualifica tions to make an effective 
race in  New Y ork . He’s young, 
lite ra te , has a care fu lly  estab
lished Congressional record of l ib 
eralism, and — equally crucia l — 
a whopping bankro ll at his dis
posal to make up fo r the absence 
o f a patronage-based c ity  machine.

Wagner, too, saw the handw rit
ing on the w a ll and decided to 
q u it w h ile  he was ahead. This 
made C ity  H a ll a very real pro
spect fo r the Republicans.

T he ir stock rose even higher 
when the Democrats accepted 
Abraham  Beame, choice of unsa
vo ry  B ronx party  boss Charles 
Buckley.

A  near-caricature of a po litica l 
nonentity, Beame was weighed 
down even fu rth e r by the w ide

We have received many coupons 
clipped from  The M ilita n t  in  re 
sponse to the jo in t M ilitan t-Y oung  
Socialist subscription drive. One 
le tter, a rr iv in g  along w ith  a sub
scription from  Phoenix, reads: 
“ Have been reading one of your 
latest copies of The M ilita n t and 
fin d  th is to be one of the best of 
its  k ind. W ould like  your Young

Official Vote 
Still Not In

N E W  Y O R K  —  The Board  
of Elections has been un
usually slow this year in  
m aking official returns, in 
cluding the m inority  party  
returns, available. W e had 
been inform ed that the re
turns would be available be
fore our press tim e fo r this 
issue. N ow  they have been 
delayed for five days. W e  
hope to carry th e , SW P re 
turns in  our next issue. The  
returns cited in  the article on 
this page are unofficial and 
subject to change.

distaste fo r his mentor. H is only 
apparent asset was that he was 
Jewish in  a town w ith  a large 
num ber o f Jewish voters. And, 
iron ica lly , even tha t d idn ’t  help. 
As fear of rig h t-w in g e r W illia m  
Buckley rose among Jewish vo t
ers, they went over in  large num 
bers to Lindsay.

L indsay’s w e ll-o iled , h i  g h- 
powered sales job was the s lick
est this tow n has seen in  a long 
time. I t  is said tha t the Repub
licans poured more than $1 m il
lion in to  the contest. The cam
paign was shrewdly ta ilored to 
appeal to the one section of the 
New Y ork  electorate w hich could 
put h im  in  C ity  H a ll —  the libe ra l 
and radical m inded voters who 
generally vote Democratic bu t 
who were increasingly dissatisfied 
w ith  the miserable Democratic 
record on a whole series of v ita l 
social issues.

A lthough he was largely f i 
nanced by Nelson Rockefeller’s 
state Republican machine, L in d 
say ran his entire campaign as 
though he never heard of the Re
publican Party. No prom inent 
Republicans were perm itted to 
stump fo r-h im  and the w ord Re
publican did not appear on a sin
gle piece of lite ra tu re  issued from  
his headquarters.

H is campaign gathered mo
m entum from  the outset. The 
leaders of the L ibe ra l P arty  de
cided to endorse him. CORE 
broke a long-standing non -pa rti
san policy to add its endorsement. 
A  number of Democratic Re
fo rm  clubs saw the bandwagon 
and clambered aboard.

Socialist fo r six months and The 
M ilita n t fo r fou r —  as you o f
fered as a special in troductory 
offer. Enclosed $1.00 fo r the offer.
I  hope I  can arouse others to op
pose this w ar in V ietnam .”

We hope tha t a ll those who are 
interested in  bu ild ing  the an tiw ar 
movement w il l  take advantage of 
th is offer. As the scoreboard in 
dicates, many already have.

The 1 e f  t- lib e ra l com m unity 
flocked to his banner. The in 
fluen tia l Village Voice urged his 
election. Norman M a ile r w rote an 
emotional appeal on his behalf. 
Jules F e iffe r d id a comic strip  
boosting him. D ick Gregory came 
to town to speak fo r him . Social
is t P arty  leader M ichael H a rring 
ton devoted one of his weekly 
New Y o rk  H era ld-Tribune  col
umns to an enthusiastic explana
tion of how his candidacy helped to 
restore a “ responsible”  tw o -pa rty  
system. Throughout the c ity ’s in 
te llectual com m unity, i t  became 
the “ in ”  th ing  to be fo r Lindsay.

B u t even a ll o f this w ould not 
have been enough to beat the 
deeply entrenched Democratic 
machine. The necessary m argin 
was provided by W illia m  Buckley.

Ed ito r o f the M cC arthyite 
m onthly, National Review, Buck
ley  entered the race w ith  a tw o 
fo ld  purpose: to consolidate the 
c ity ’s u ltra -r ig h t in to  a v iab le  po
lit ic a l machine and to make that 
machine a power in  re la tion to 
the Democratic Party. By running 
against L indsay he intended to 
demonstrate tha t the Republicans 
couldn’t  w in  an election w ithou t 
the u ltra -r ig h t and therefore i t  
must be given a s ign ificant voice 
in  shaping party  policy and select
ing candidates.

Made Gains
There is no question that the 

u ltra -r ig h t gained ground as a re 
su lt o f the campaign, although i t  
d idn ’t gain as much as the vote 
w ould indicate at f irs t glance. 
Buckley owed his success, in  large 
measure, to the mass media, w hich 
g a v e  h im  an unprecedented 
amount of exposure. He was one 
m in o rity  candidate who couldn’t 
complain tha t he d idn ’t  get equal 
time.

In  addition, he proved a g lib  
campaigner whose candid com
ments about the m ajor party  nom
inees evoked a response from  peo
ple of a ll po litica l shadings. 
Further, he ca re fu lly  eloaked his 
gu tter racism and rab id  labor- 
hating w ith  a cheap pseudo-intel
lectual veneer.

A ll  these factors combined to 
give h im  a greater vote than the 
rest o f his Conservative ticket. 
W hile  he polled 339,000 his run 
ning mate fo r President of the 
C ity  Council polled only 208,000. 
But, o f course, even the low er f ig 
ure, which is more indicative of 
party  strength, is not to be lig h t
ly  dismissed.

One man who won’t  dismiss it  
l ig h tly  is Abraham  Beame, who 
was aced out o f a good job  as a 
result of it. Buckley’s contribution 
to L indsay’s v ic to ry  was o f a tw o
fo ld  character. To begin w ith , i t  
seemed to escape a lo t of people 
tha t the bu lk  of New Y ork ’s r ig h t- 
w ing  is in  the big, pow erfu l 
Democratic machine, not in  the 
small un in fluen tia l c ity  Repub
lican Party. Most observers now 
agree tha t Buckley drew more 
votes from  Beame than he did 
from  Lindsay. P a rticu la rly  in  the 
suburbs, numerous Democratic 
d istricts turned out fo r Buckley. 
(The c ity ’s cops who are tra d i
tiona lly  reactionary, and tra d i
tiona lly  Democratic, w ent fo r 
Buckley in  a rea lly  big way.)

SCOREBOARD  
Young Socialist - M ilita n t Sub D rive

City Accepted Quota Subs Received
A nn A rbo r 75 52
Berkeley 175 2
Boston 250 85
Chicago 225 50
Cleveland 75 23
Denver 25 1
D etro it 125 41
Los Angeles 100 43
Philadelphia 75 28
Madison 25 35
New Y o rk  — downtown 200 101
New Y o rk  —  uptown 125 61
San Francisco 75 12
San Jose 25 8
Seattle 25 1
T w in  Cities 200 28
Washington, D.C. 25 7

„ A t Large 28

Totals ............................ ............  1,825 611

Combination Subs Coming In

High Court on 
CP Registration
As w e go to press i t  is s till 

not clear how the Supreme 
Court ru ling  lim itin g  the 
righ t of the federal govern
m ent to compel individuals  
to register under the Com
m unist registration clause of 
the M cCarran Act w ill  affect 
the tr ia l of Communist P arty  
leaders now going on. I t  is 
clear, however, that the need 
remains to press for com
plete repeal of, the reaction
ary law .

In  addition, by his steady in 
sistence tha t Lindsay was the 
man he was out to get, Buckley 
convinced a lo t of people who 
were properly concerned about his 
reactionary movement, tha t the 
o n ly . effective way to rebu ff h im  
was to p ile  up a vote fo r Lindsay. 
I t  is noteworthy, fo r example, that 
L indsay won 40 percent of the 
Negro vote, the highest gained by 
any Republican nominee since the 
Roosevelt era. The same pheno
menon occurred in Jewish neigh
borhoods tha t usually supported 
the Democrats.

There are a num ber o f interest
ing aspects to the campaign. One 
is the example i t  offers of how 
fa r to the rig h t the po litica l scene 
has shifted in th is country since 
the cold war. To several m illion  
New Yorkers, a conservative Re
publican (and tha t’s rea lly  a ll 
L indsay is) looked like  a crusad
ing social reformer.

W ar Opposition

A  very encouraging side of the 
campaign is tha t its character re 
flected the widespread opposition 
to the V ietnam war. A  sure sign 
o f this is tha t both Lindsay and 
Beame were carefu l to avoid the 
issue throughout. When the unsuc
cessful parade was staged in sup
port of the war, Buckley was the 
on ly m ayora lty candidate in  the 
review ing stand w ith  Beame and 
Lindsay conspicuous by the ir ab
sence.

B ut the central feature of the 
campaign is tha t the great bu lk  
of the voters, w h ile  exercising a 
great.er degree of independence 
w ith in  the fram ew ork of the tw o- 
party  system, are s till ve ry  much 
hung up w ith  tha t system.

W ith  a ll the sophistication they 
demonstrate at the polls, the great 
bu lk  of progressive-minded voters 
are s til l very much wedded to 
the notion that they can’t a fford 
to “ waste”  the ir vote on someone 
who has no chance of w inn ing  — 
that the only way to register a 
“ practica l”  gain at the polls is by 
try in g  to choose between those 
w ith  a chance of w inning.

Successful Campaign
There are undoubtedly thou

sands of New Y o rk  voters who 
revere the mem ory of the late Eu
gene V. Debs. B u t i t ’s only a small 
m in o rity  of them that agree w ith  
his dictum  tha t i t ’s better to vote 
fo r w ha t you w ant and not get i t  
than to vote fo r w hat you don’t  
w ant and get it.

V iewed in  th is context, the So
cia list W orkers campaign was a 
successful one despite the small 
vote. I t  succeeded in b ring ing  its 
message of socialist opposition to 
the V ietnam  w ar to a greater 
number of people than i t  had ever 
before reached in  a m unicipal 
election.
• I t  had to f ig h t fo r almost every 
m inute o f it ,  but i t  won a to ta l o f 
e ight hours- of te levision tim e fo r 
its candidates and an even greater 
amount of radio time.

These broadcasts, coupled w ith  
the d is tribu tion  of 80,000 p latform s 
featuring the V ietnam i s s u e ,  
evoked more w ritte n  responses 
than any previous local campaign. 
Unsolicited campaign contribu
tions also set a record.

The campaign'against the V ie t
nam w a r was given an added 
boost when nearly 90 independent 
voters, includ ing representatives 
of the lite ra ry  and academic w orld  
and the peace and c iv il rights 
movements, endorsed the SWP 
ticke t as a means of registering op
position to the war. The ir stand 
was carried in  advertisements in  
the New York Times and Village  
Voice.

The campaign around the V ie t
nam issue had an effect tha t was 
not reflected by the vote. M any 
people sympathetic to the SWP 
view  nevertheless cast the ir ..vote 
fo r Lindsay. There were num er
ous indications of this. This w rite r 
knows of at least three people 
who contributed money to the 
SWP campaign w h ile  ind icating 
they intended to vote fo r Lindsay. 
A  number of others said they sp lit 
the ir vote between Lindsay and 
the SWP.

In  sum, the SWP campaign con
tribu ted  to the fig h t fo r peace and 
socialism. B u t the campaign also 
served as a rem inder tha t a m a jo r 
po litica l development is s ti l l  re
quired to shake progessive-minded 
voters loose from  the tenacious 
fa llacy tha t somehow, someway, 
they must find  a “ be tter than”  or 
“ lesser e v il”  among the choices o f
fered them by the capita list pow
er structure. " ‘

Labor’s .? 
* Giant 

Step
—  20 Years 
O f the C IO  

By Art Preis
The dramatic story of the 

birth and establishment of mass 
industrial unionism comes to 
life in this comprehensive, 
swiftly-paced historical work by 
an outstanding labor and so
cialist journalist.

•  i;
538 pp. * *  |  

$7.50

•
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

5 'East 3rd Street
New York, N. Y. 10003

W IL L  T H E IR  P R O B LE M  BE SO LVED ? Children of fam ilies on 
N ew  Y o rk ’s East Side who w ere forced to go on rent strike be
cause M ayor W agner failed to m ake slumlords comply w ith  law . 
W ill the ir p light change under John Lindsay?
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A Healthy Spurt Needed
W ith  two-thirds of the tim e gone 

in  our d rive to raise an $18,000 
Socialist Education Fund, we’re 
seriously behind schedule. As the 
scorebooard below shows, only 40 
percent of the money pledged has 
been turned in.

In  fund-raising campaigns of th is 
k ind  i t  is not uncommon tha t col
lections should lag at th is point. 
I t  usually takes a last-m inute spurt 
to w ind  up w ith  the quota fille d  
on schedule. B u t more than an or
d ina ry  spurt is required this time 
i f  we are to m aintain our tra d i
tion  of w ind ing  up such drives 
w ith  the quota collected in  fu l l  
and on time.

This is so because i t  is not simp-

Fund Scoreboard
City Goal Received Per Cent
Chicago $1,600 $1,250 78
St. Louis 150 110 73
Cleveland 700 413 59
D etro it 1,100 571 52
T w in  Cities 1,250 600 48
New Y ork 4,800 2,157 45
Philadelphia 275 115 42
M ilw aukee 350 139 40
Los Angeles 3,600 1,007 38
Boston 1,000 295 37
Denver 200 75 37
Oakland 800 200 25

- A llen tow n 150 25 17
Newark 150 20 13
Seattle 450 60 13
San Diego 200 22 11
San Francisco 800 — —
General 425 65 14

Total: Nov. 16 $18,000 $7,124 40%

Malcolm X  Speaks

New Dominican Revelation
Last week i t  was reported th a t the  State D epartm ent had 

d raw n up a w h ite  paper ju s t ify in g  U.S. in te rven tion  in  the 
Dom inican Republic bu t had decided not to release i t  because 
its  pub lica tion  m ig h t provoke Senator F u lb rig h t, chairm an o f the 
Senate Fore ign Relations Committee, in to  releasing evidence 
in  the hands o f his committee w hich w ou ld  expose the conten
tions in  the w h ite  paper.

The State D epartm ent had good reasons fo r  its  fears. Its 
controversy w ith  F u lb rig h t was b rought in to  the open when the 
Arkansas Democrat made a slashing attack on the ro le  o f the 
U.S. the Dom inican Republic in  a Sept. 15 speech on the floo r 
o f-the  Senate. A t tha t tim e  F u lb rig h t said h is charges w ere based 
on testim ony from  government o ffic ia ls  who appeared before his 
committee. Now  the New Y o rk  Times has come in to  possession 
o f facts included in  th a t testimony.

Am ong those who appeared before the committee were John
son’s p rinc ip a l adviser on L a tin  Am erican a ffa irs , U nder Secretary 
o f State Thomas Mann, and representatives o f the Defense De
partm en t and C IA .

According to a W ashington dispatch to  the Nov. 14 Times by 
M ax F rankel, th e ir  testim ony revealed the fo llow ing :

•  A t  the outset o f the c iv il w ar, the U.S. decided to  back 
thfe .m ilita ry  ju n ta  and was ready to  in tervene m il i ta r i ly  i f  the 
C onstitu tionalists gained the upper hand.

•  The U.S. was determ ined to  p revent the re tu rn  of Juan 
Bosch, the lega lly  elected president.

•  The U.S. “ e x p lic it ly  solic ited”  a request from  the jun ta  
fo r  troops on the basis o f an alleged need to save Am erican lives.

•  “ The adm in istra tion  seriously considered an a ttack to w ipe 
ou t the rebel forces.”  (The Times says i t  was deterred fro m  doing 
so on ly  because i t  w ou ld  have meant heavy casualties among 
women and ch ild ren. I t  d id n ’t  exp la in  w hy  th is  de te rren t isn ’t  
operative in  V ie tnam  where the c iv ilia n  population is napalm 
bombed.)

•  Even before the C onstitu tiona lis t upris ing, the U.S. was 
g iv ing  extensive economic aid and p o litica l advice to d ic ta to r 
Donald Reid Cabral even though its  own polls showed he was 
hated by the people and even though i t  knew  he planned to  cancel 
a slated election.

•  The C IA  tra ined Reid’s police force.
A n y  wonder a g row ing  num ber o f people are beginning to 

question the proclaimed U.S. ro le  as “ free w orld  leader” ?

ly  a case of one o r 'tw o  areas w ith  
large quotas fa llin g  behind. Only 
two cities, St. Louis and Chicago, 
are up to, o r ahead o f schedule. 
O nly one, Cleveland, is near where 
i t  should be. A ll  others are lagging 
to a lesser or very much greater 
degree.

O ur General quota w hich in 
cludes contributions from  in d iv id 
uals in  areas where there are no 
group quotas to be credited in 
creased by $15 th is  week, a ll in 
a single, ve ry  welcome contribu
tion from  a fr iend  in  the nation’s 
capital.

Send your contribution to: So
c ia list Fund, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New York, N. Y. 10003.

A fte r leaving the B lack Muslims 
in  M arch, 1964, M alcolm  X  set up 
the M uslim  Mosque, Inc., stopped 
advocating a separate nation and 
began to develop his own brand 
of m ilita n t black nationalism. 
One of his speeches in  that period 
was at a symposium in  Cleveland 
sponsored by CORE on A p r i l 3, 
1964. The f irs t speaker was Louis 
Lomax, who said among other 
things tha t “ the issue is not black 
against w hite, but rig h t against 
wrong.”

Installm ent 5 
T H E  B A L L O T  OR T H E  B U L L E T

M r. Moderator, B ro ther Lomax, 
brothers and sisters, friends and 
enemies: I  ju s t can’t  believe ev
eryone in here is a fr iend  and I 
don’t w ant to leave anybody out. 
The question tonight, as I  under
stand it, is “ The Negro Revolt, and 
Where Do We Go From  Here?”  or 
“ W hat Next?”  In  m y lit t le  humble 
way of understanding it, i t  points 
toward either the ba llo t or the 
bullet.

Same Problem
Before we try  and explain w hat 

is meant by the ba llo t or the b u l
let, i t  is best fo r us to f irs t see 
tha t we have the same problem, 
a common problem —  a problem 
tha t w il l  make you catch hell 
whether you’re a Baptist, o r a 
Methodist, or a M uslim , or a na
tionalist. W hether you're educated 
or illite ra te , whether you live  on 
the boulevard or in  the alley, 
you’re going to catch he ll ju s t like
I  am. We’re a ll in  the same boat 
and we a ll are going to catch the 
same he ll from  the same man. He 
ju s t happens to be a w h ite  man. 
A ll  o f us have suffered here, in 
th is country, po litica l oppression 
at the hands of the w hite  man, 
economic exp lo ita tion a t the hands 
of the w h ite  man, and social deg
radation at the hands of the w hite  
man.

Now in  speaking like  this, i t  
doesn’ t  mean tha t we’re a n ti- 
w hite, bu t i t  does mean we’re 
anti-exp lo ita tion , we’re anti-deg- 
radation, we’re anti-oppression. 
And i f  the w h ite  man doesn’t  want 
us to  be an ti-h im , le t h im  stop 
oppressing and exp lo iting  and de
grading us.

1964 threatens to be the most 
explosive year America has ever 
witnessed. The most explosive 
year. Why? I t ’s also a po litica l 
year. I t ’s the year when a ll o f the 
w hite  politic ians w il l  be back in 
the so-called Negro comm unity 
j iv in g  you and me fo r some votes. 
The year when a ll o f the w hite  
po litica l crooks w il l  be rig h t back 
in  your and m y com m unity w ith  
the ir false promises, bu ild ing  up 
our hopes fo r a letdown, w ith  
the ir tr icke ry  and the ir treachery, 
w ith  the ir false promises which 
they don’t  intend to keep.

A n Explosion
As they nourish these dissatis

factions, i t  can only lead to one 
thing, an explosion; and now we 
have the type of black man on the 
scene in  America today —  I ’m 
sorry, B rother Lomax —  who just 
doesn’t  intend to tu rn  the other 
cheek any longer.

Don’ t  le t anybody te ll you any
th ing  about the odds are against 
you. I f  they d ra ft you, they send 
you to Korea and make you face 
800 m illio n  Chinese. I f  you can be 
brave over there, you can be brave 
r igh t here. These odds aren’t  as 
great as those odds. A nd  i f  you 
fig h t here, you w il l  a t least know 
w hat you’re figh ting  for.

I ’m  not a po litic ian , not even a 
student of politics; in  fact, I ’m 
not a student o f much o f anything. 
I ’m  hot a Democrat, I ’m  not a Re
publican, and I  doh’t  even con
sider m yself an American. I f  you

Excerpted from the book, M al
colm X Speaks, with the permis
sion of Merit Publishers, 5 East 
Third St., New York, N. Y. 10003. 
Price $5.95. Copyright 1965 by 
Merit Publishers.

and I  were Americans, there’d be 
no problem. E veryth ing tha t came 
out of Europe, every blue-eyed 
thing, is already an American. 
And as long as you and I  have 
been over here, we aren’t  A m er
icans yet.

W ell, I  am one who doesn’t be
lieve in  deluding myself. I ’m not 
going to s it at your table and 
watch you eat, w ith  noth ing on 
m y plate, and call m yself a diner. 
S itting  at the table doesn’t  make 
you a diner, unless you eat some 
of w hat’s on tha t plate. Being here 
in  America doesn’t  make you an 
American. Being born here in  
America doesn’t  make you an 
American. W hy, i f  b ir th  made you 
American, you w ouldn ’t  need any 
legislation, you w ou ldn ’t  need any 
amendments to the Constitution, 
you w ou ldn ’t  be faced w ith  c iv il-  
rights filibus te ring  in  Washington,
D.C., r ig h t now.

Not American
No, I ’m  not an American. I ’m 

one o f the 22 m illio n  black peo
ple who are the v ictim s of A m er
icanism. One of the 22 m illion  
b lack people who are the victim s 
of democracy, noth ing bu t dis
guised hypocrisy. So, I ’m not 
standing here speaking to you as 
an American, or a pa trio t, o r a 
flag-saluter, or a flag-w aver — 
no, not I. I ’m speaking as a v ic tim  
o f th is Am erican system. And I 
see America through the eyes of 
the v ic tim . 1 don’t  see any A m er
ican dream; I  see an American 
nightmare.

These 22 m illio n  victim s are 
w aking up. The ir eyes are coming 
open. They’re beginning to see 
w hat they used to only look at. 
They’re becoming po lit ica lly  ma
ture. They are realiz ing that when 
w hite  people are evenly divided, 
and black people have a bloc of 
votes of the ir own, i t  is le ft up 
to them to determine who’s going 
to s it in  the W hite  House and 
w ho’s going to be in  the dog 
house. I t  was the black man’s vote 
tha t pu t the present adm inistra
tion in  Washington, D.C. Your 
vote, your dumb vote, your igno
ran t vote, your wasted vote pu t 
in  an adm inistration in  Washing
ton, D.C., tha t has seen f i t  to pass 
every k ind  of legislation im agin
able, saving you u n til last, then 
filibus te ring  on top of that.

And your and m y leaders have 
the audacity to run  around clap
ping the ir hands and ta lk  about 
how much progress we're making. 
And w hat a good President we 
have. I f  he wasn’t  good in  Texas, 
he sure can’t  be good in  Wash
ington, D.C. Because Texas is a 
lynch state. I t  is in  the same

breath as Mississippi, no d iffe ren t; 
only they lynch you in Texas w ith  
a Texas accent and lynch you in 
Mississippi w ith  a Mississippi ac
cent.

And these Negro leaders have 
the audacity to  go and have some 
coffee in  the W hite  House w ith  a 
Texan, a Southern cracker — 
tha t’s a ll he is —  and then come 
out and te ll you and me that he’s 
going to be better fo r us be
cause, since he’s from  the South, 
he knows how to deal w ith  the 
Southerners. W hat k in d  o f logic is 
that? Let Eastland be President, 
he’s from  the South too. He should 
be better able to deal w ith  them 
than Johnson.

The Democrats have got the 
government sewed up, and you’re 
the one who sfewed i t  up fo r them. 
And w hat have they given you 
fo r it? Four years in  office, and 
jus t now getting around to some 
c iv il-r ig h ts  legislation. Just now, 
a fte r everyth ing else is gone, out 
of the way, they’re going to s it 
down now and p lay w ith  you a ll 
summer long —► the same old 
giant con game tha t they call f i l i 
buster.

A ll T ight
A ll those are in  cahoots to

gether. Don’t you ever th in k  
they’re no t in  cahoots together, fo r 
the man tha t is heading the c iv il-  
rights filib u s te r is a man from  
Georgia named R ichard Russell. 
When Johnson became President, 
the f irs t man he asked fo r  when 
he got back to Washington, D.C., 
was “ D icky”  —  tha t’s how tig h t 
they are. That’s his boy, tha t’s his 
pal, th a t’s his buddy. B u t they’re 
p laying that old con game. One of- 
them makes believe he’s fo r you, 
and he’s got i t  fixed  where the 
other one is so tig h t against you, 
he never has to keep his promise.

So i t ’s tim e in  1964 to wake up. 
And when you see them  coming 
up w ith  tha t k ind  of conspiracy, 
le t them know  your eyes are open. 
And le t them know  you got some
th ing  else tha t’s w ide open too. 
I t ’s got to be the ba llo t o r the 
bu lle t. The ba llo t o r the bu lle t. I f  
you’re a fra id  to use an expression 
like  that, you should get on out 
o f the country, you should get 
back in  the cotton patch, you 
should get back in  the alley.

They get a ll the Negro vote, and 
after they get it ,  the Negro gets 
nothing in  re turn. A ll  they did 
when they got to Washington was 
give a few  big Negroes big jobs. 
Those big Negroes d idn ’t  need big 
jobs, they already had jobs. T ha t’s 
camouflage, tha t’s tr icke ry , tha t’s 
treachery, w indow-dressing. I ’m 
not try in g  to  knock out the Demo
crats fo r the Republicans, we’l l  
get to them in  a m inute. B u t i t  is 
true —  you pu t the Democrats firs t 
and the Democrats pu t you last.

W hat Alibis?
Look at i t  the way i t  is. W hat 

alib is do they use, since they con
tro l Congress and the Senate? 
They blame the D ixiecrats. W hat 
is a D ixiecrat? A  Democrat. A  
D ix iecra t is noth ing bu t a Demo
crat in disguise. The Democrats 
have never kicked the D ixiecrats 
out of the party. The D ixiecrats 
bolted themselves once, bu t the 
Democrats d idn ’t p u t them out. 
Imagine, these lowdown Southern 
segregationists pu t the N orthern 
Democrats down. B u t the N orth 
ern Democrats have never pu t the 
D ixiecrats down.

No, look at tha t th ing  the way 
i t  is. They have got a con game 
going on, a po litica l con game, 
and you and I  are in  the m iddle. 
I t ’s tim e fo r you and me to  wake 
up and start looking at i t  like  i t  
is, and try in g  to understand i t  like  
i t  is; and then we can deal w ith  i t  
lik e  i t  is.
N ext week: A New Interpretation.
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THE NEW ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

The Issue of Non-Exclusion

G R O W IN G  M O V E M E N T . P art of throng of 30,000 that marched 
down New  Y o rk ’s F ifth  Avenue to protest V ietnam  w a r Oct. 16 
attend ra lly  that wound up demonstration.

By Fred Halstead
One of the most im portan t fea

tures of the new antiw ar move
ment is the practice o f non-ex
clusion —  of w o rk ing  w ith  anyone 
opposed to the w ar regardless of 
his po litica l or philosophical 
viewpoints on other matters, and 
o f refusing to go along w ith  red
baiting.

B y sticking to th is simple p rin 
ciple, the new antiw ar movement 
has already made a good start in 
educating the Am erican people 
away from  the whole atmosphere 
of hysterical anti-communism 
w hich is used to excuse the worst 
w ar crimes abroad and the most 
flag ran t vio lations o f c iv il lib e r
ties at home.

The movement, by keeping its 
eye on its own aim, and refusing 
to exclude anyone who agrees 
w ith  tha t aim, has challenged the 
whole cold w a r mystique. This is 
the mystique by w h ich  a ll reason
ing, exchange of ideas, and coop
eration around common goals is 
supposed to stop when the epithets 
“ comm unist”  o r “ subversive”  are 
applied.

B ig Gain
In  a few  months, the applica

tion of the p rinc ip le  of non-ex
clusion has shattereed the crust 
of fear and capitu lation to red
ba iting  w hich had overla id the 
“ o ld”  peace movement and has set 
an en tire ly  new tone in  the biggest 
section of the movement. This is 
an accomplishment o f no small 
im port. I t  has already had its  ef
fect on w ider circles of American 
society —  pa rticu la rly  the aca
demic com m unity — and i t  is 
bound to have an ever-widening 
e ffect as long as the an tiw ar 
movement continues to grow.

Non-exclusion, as i t  has de
veloped w ith in  the movement since 
the A p r il 17 March on Washington, 
has tw o aspects. Both were in i
tia ted by the Students fo r a Dem
ocratic Society in  its preparations 
fo r  tha t march. F irs t, anyone who 
agreed w ith  the call fo r the march, 
regardless of po litica l a ffilia tions 
o r views, was inv ited  to jo in  the 
committees bu ild ing  the march. 
Second, every interested organiza
tion  —  inc lud ing those w hich were 
the d irect targets of red-baiting —  
was inv ited  to endorse i t  and to 
partic ipate in  its planning and or
ganization.

Welcome A ll
Generally, in  the Committees to 

End the W ar in  V ietnam  which 
have been form ed since then, 
everyone regardless o f po litica l af
f ilia t io n  has been welcome to  jo in. 
In  the united fron ts —  where 
various organizations, including 
the committees, cooperate in  an 
action they a ll agree upon —  the 
princ ip le  o f non-exclusion o f or
ganizations has been w ide ly  
adopted.

A ll  of th is has had a dynamic 
and energizing effect. For one 
th ing, the red-baiters have been 
pu t on the defensive, both inside 
and outside the peace movement. 
Non-exclusion challenges the very 
idea of pariahs, groups o r in d iv id 
uals whose ideas are rejected out 
of hand, w ithou t consideration or 
discussion, on the basis o f labels. 
I t  creates an atmosphere in  which 
the ideas and positions themselves 
must be weighed, and i f  they are
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A rm y M usters O u t 
G i P icket

D uring  an an ti-V ie tn am - 
w ar demonsaration Nov. 11, 
sponsored by the Com mittee 
for N on -V io len t Action in 
front of Fort Devons arm y  
base in Massachusetts, a 
young man joined the dem 
onstrators, picking up a sign 
w hich said “I  was only obey
ing orders —  Eichmann.” 
W hen hecklers yelled “ draft 
dodger,” the youth reported
ly  replied: “I ’m  not a draft 
dodger, I ’m in the arm y, sta
tioned on this base.” The sol
dier, Stephen Underwood, 
was then arrested. How ever, 
no charges w ere placed 
against h im  because he had 
been on authorized leave and 
in  civilian  clothes when dem 
onstrating and therefore had 
done nothing illegal.

According to a C N V A  
spokesman who called the 
base to find out w hat hap
pened to Underwood, the  
commanding officer said the 
soldier would be discharged 
from  the arm y.

to  be countered, i t  must be w ith  
other ideas and positions, not by 
name calling and slander.

For the f irs t tim e in  many years 
a movement invo lv ing  many thou
sands of Americans is developing 
w hich has not only rejected, but 
has d irec tly  challenged this Mc- 
Carthy-type thought control. And 
tha t’s w hat red-ba iting  in  a ll its 
forms is —  thought control.

This, among other things, has 
made the movement attractive to 
many youth who value the ir r igh t 
to weigh d iffe ren t ideas in  an 
objective atmosphere and who re
sent being to ld  tha t there are some 
po litica l and social concepts which 
are taboo and shouldn’t even be 
considered.

One o f the great strengths of 
the new antiw ar movement has 
been its a b ility  to  a rrive  at u n ity  
in  action by various po litica l ten
dencies and many independents 
around a central point of agree
ment, w h ile  being open about the 
existence of various points o f v iew  
on other matters among those 
w ith in  the united fron t. This is 
the essence o f an honest and ef
fective united fro n t —  to strike  
together on the points held in  com
mon w h ile  recognizing the d ive r
gent views.

Some Unite
O f course, i t  w il l  not always be 

possible to un ite  a ll the various 
radical and pacifis t tendencies and 
a ll the other people opposed to 
the w ar around every action in 
the an tiw a r movement. There w il l  
be some actions and some posi
tions tha t only some of the ten
dencies and only some o f the 
independents w il l  w an t to take. 
The others w il l  exclude themselves 
from  those particu la r actions or 
positions w ith  w h ich  they cannot 
agree. B u t no tendency or person 
who agrees w ith  the po in t in 
question should be excluded.

The trad ition  o f in v it in g  par
tic ipa tion  in  the planning and or
ganization of each action by all 
tendencies which support the idea, 
is a good one w hich assures the 
broadest partic ipa tion  and guards 
against the re tu rn  of exclusion 
and any form  o f red-baiting.

As a general ru le  the broadest 
un ity  is possible only around the 
narrowest point o f agreement. As 
more issues are introduced, the 
number of tendencies and people 
who can agree to a ll o f them is 
reduced. For example, people who 
can agree on w ithd raw ing  the 
troops from  Vietnam  may not be 
able to agree on a pa rticu la r k ind 
of electoral action. This general 
ru le  must be considered when

proposals are raised fo r “ broaden
ing”  the an tiw ar committees 
through increasing the num ber of 
issues to which they comm it them
selves.

The po in t is often made that 
merely educating or demonstrating 
against the w ar is not enough, tha t 
people must become involved on 
levels which touch th e ir own day- 
to-day lives, tha t a general rad
ical “ base”  must be b u ilt  in  this 
country to effect the social changes 
necessary to elim inate im peria l
ism, and so on.

There are proposals tha t the 
an tiw ar movement, or the com
mittees against the w ar in  V ie t
nam, should be “ multi-issue,”  that 
they should take up such activities 
as anti-poverty, c iv il rights, p o lit
ical action, un ive rs ity  reform , 
etc. In  the firs t place, a clear dis
tinction  should be made between 
the an tiw ar movement as a whole 
and the Committees to End the 
W ar in  V ietnam  which were 
formed around the specific issue 
of the war.

M any Issues
In  a sense the movement as a 

whole is already multi-issue. A ll  
the radical groups involved in 
an tiw ar w ork —  SDS, DuBois 
Clubs, YSA, May 2nd, etc., have 
multi-issue programs. A l l  under
stand that no basic change can be 
made in American society —  
whether i t  be by reform  or revolu
tion —  by a program lim ited  to a 
single issue.

B u t a ll these groups have d if
ferences over w hat the program 
to transform  society should be. 
These are extrem ely im portant 
differences and they are not going 
to be resolved easily or qu ick ly . 
They cannot be resolved by ignor
ing them, or by glossing over 
them. They should be discussed, 
c larified, and tested in  action.

Each of the various po litica l 
tendencies is involved in  th is sort 
o f probing and testing. A ll  o f them 
should be anxious to learn from  
the experiences o f the others, and 
to discuss the ir views w ith  one 
another and w ith  the many per
sons ju s t awakening to rad ica l so
cial consciousness. However, un i
fied action around these many 
points o f disagreement is simply 
not possible at th is  time.

The great un ify in g  issue at th is 
tim e is opposition to U.S. involve-

NEW YO RK —  The Washington 
Heights Committee to End the W ar 
in  Vietnam, one of the community- 
based committees here, handed 
out some 10,000 leaflets against the 
w ar in  upper Manhattan in  the 
past three weeks and received a 
very favorable response. A  num 
ber o f people who learned about 
the committee from  the leafle t 
jo ined it, and others made con
tributions.

The leafle t reads in pa rt as fo l
lows:

“ Am erican m ilita ry  forces in 
V ietnam have ju s t admitted mak
ing another mistake.

“ Two U.S. planes destroyed a 
‘fr ie n d ly ’ village, k ill in g  48* c iv il
ians and wounding 55 more. Many 
of the casualties were children. 
There was an immediate apology. 
For bombing a village? No . . . fo r 
bombing a ‘fr ie n d ly ’ village. Thus 
i t  is perfectly a ll righ t to  bomb 
‘u n fr iend ly ’ villages, to w ipe out 
‘u n fr iend ly ’ v illagers w ith  the ir 
‘u n fr iend ly ’ children.

“ And ju s t such bombings have 
been going on fo r quite a while. 
These raids are referred to as 
missions against ‘Vietcong strong
holds’ or ‘suspected Vietcong 
strongholds.’ . . .

“ O ur planes pour napalm and 
TN T on these people (who make 
up the great m a jo rity  o f the V ie t
namese) —  and there are no apol
ogies. As one p ilo t said, on return-

ment in  the V ietnam  war. Broad 
united fro n t actions of a ll the 
tendencies are possible on that 
issue.

W hat is more, the form ation of 
a national anti-V ietnam-war or
ganization, based on the hundreds 
of independent committees against 
the w ar in Vietnam, is possible 
and w ould be a big step forw ard. 
Such an organization w ould be a 
key component of the antiw ar 
movement. I t  would be the com
ponent w hich a ll those favoring 
w ithd raw a l from  Vietnam  could 
jo in . I t  w ould be the logical or
ganizing center fo r those who are 
not w illin g  or ready to accept any 
pa rticu la r multi-issue radical pro
gram or jo in  any pa rticu la r ten
dency. And such people are the 
vast m a jo rity  of those already 
involved in  an tiw ar ac tiv ity , not 
to mention the many who are yet 
to be organized. The Committees 
to End the W ar in  V ietnam  are 
the na tu ra l vehicles to reach and 
organize the grow ing num ber of 
Americans who are developing op
position to the war.

The real question involved in  
whether o r not such an organiza
tion  should be b u ilt is this: Is i t  
possible fo r the an tiw ar move
ment as such to develop the power 
necessary to stop the war? In  m y

opinion the answer is yes. The 
an tiw ar movement in  th is country 
can be an im portan t factor, per- 
haps the crucial factor, in  ending 
the war. I t  can be,that i f  i t  m ain
tains clear opposition to  the ad
m in is tra tion ’s w ar policy, insists 
on bring ing  the G .I.’s home, and i f  
i t  proceeds to organize the tre 
mendous potential w hich has only 
jus t begun to be tapped.

Even the public opinion polls 
show that m illions o f U.S. citizens 
r ig h t how are opposed to th is  war, 
and tha t many additional m illions 
are deeply disturbed about it. The 
new antiw ar movement has bare
ly  begun its w o rk  o f getting out 
the tru th  on the nature of the war, 
o f countering the calculated cam
paign o f distortions, hate propa
ganda and lies to w hich the A m e iv  
can people are being subjected. 
I t  has ju s t begun invo lv ing  people 
in  mass demonstrations o f various 
kinds. I t  has so fa r had demon
strations invo lv ing  on ly between
100,000 and 300,000 people. Th is is 
s ignificant, but jus t the beginning. 
Yet i t  has already forced a na
tiona l debate of sorts on the V ie t
nam w a r issue.

A n ti-W a r Feeling
This movement could not pos

s ib ly  have come about among the 
youth, the academic comm unity, 
the intellectuals, or even among 
a ll the radicals who have suddenly 
become active, i f  i t  d id  not re flect 
a certain changing mood in  much 
broader sections of the popula
tion as a whole.

ing from  a ra id: ‘I k illed  40 V ie t
cong today. That’s the number 
they to ld me were in  the village 
anyway, and I leveled it. ’ (New 
York Post, March 3)

“ Or, as another American p ilo t 
put it :  ‘ I f  you’re going to w orry  
about k i ll in g  women and kids 
you’d go crazy in a week. This 
is a bomber and you shouldn’t  f ly  
i t  i f  you feel like  that.’ (London  
D aily M ail, June 28)

“ O f course, there are many 
Am erican boys in  V ietnam  who 
are sick to the ir stomachs from  
this war, who are revolted by its 
b ru ta lity  against the Vietnamese 
people.

“ A nd despite a ll o f the fran tic  
efforts to d rum  up enthusiasm for 
th is w ar by our government, by 
the press, radio and TV, the 
American people are grow ing in 
creasingly disturbed. They are 
grow ing increasingly doubtfu l 
about continuing a w ar which: 
GROWS MORE BAR BAR IC  AS 
IT  ESCALATES; REQUIRES 
EVER INCREASING  S A C R I 
FICES; HAS NO END IN  S IG HT; 
THREATENS TO PLUNGE A L L  
M A N K IN D  IN TO  W ORLD W AR 
H I.

“ Yes, bombing the ‘fr ie n d ly ’ v i l
lage was a tragic mistake. B u t 
our MOST SERIOUS M ISTAKE, 
and the GREATEST TRAG EDY is 
the w a r itse lf. We say: BRING  
TH E BOYS H O M E!!!’’

The grow th of consciousness by 
the student youth is a forerunner 
o f a grow th o f consciousness on a 
much larger scale, among the 
w ork ing  class youth, among young 
men forced in to  the arm y, and 
among broad sections of the popu
lation as a whole.

I t  is w e ll w ith in  possib ility  tha t 
not ju s t a few  hundred thousand, 
bu t m illions o f Americans can be 
active ly involved in  the struggle 
against the V ietnam  war. A  move
ment o f tha t scope, even though 
centered around the single issue 
of the w ar, w ould have the most 
profound cffects on every social 
structure in  the country, includ ing 
the trade unions and the soldiers 
in the army.

I t  w ould very probably also re
su lt in  a general rise in  rad ica l 
consciousness on many o ther ques
tions, ju s t as i t  has already had an 
im pact against red-baiting. B u t 
above a ll, i t  could be the key fac
to r in  forcing an end to the Pen
tagon’s genocidal w ar in  Vietnam. 
The lives of unto ld  thousands o l 
Vietnamese men, women and ch il
dren, and U.S. G .I.’s m ay depend 
upon it. That alone is reason 
enough to pu t aside sectarian d if
ferences to un ite  and help b u ild  a 
national organization w hich can 
encompass anyone w illin g  to op
pose U.S. involvem ent in  Vietnam, 
regardless o f th e ir commitment, or 
lack o i  it ,  on other questions.

How to Win New Supporters 
For the Anti-War Movement
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B O O K  R E V I E W

Origins of Materialism
T H E  O R IG IN S  O F M A T E 

R IA L IS M  by George Novack. 
M e rit Publishers, 5 East Th ird  
St., N . Y ., N . Y ., 1965, 300 pp.,
$6.95.

£■ \  ■
One of the tests of a philosoph

er’s method is to see how he ex
p lains the origins and develop
m ent of his own school of thought. 
George Novack, in  th is c learly 
w ritte n  book, uses the ideas and 
methods of h istorica l materialism , 
w hich lie  at the foundations of 
M arxism , to uncover the social 
and h is torica l forces w hich gave 
b ir th  to m ateria lism  some 2,500 
years ago in  the city-states of 
Ion ian Greece on w hat is now the 
Aegean shore of Turkey.

The w ord m ateria lism  is used in  
philosophy and in  th is book not 
■with its  o rd ina ry  meaning o f de
votion to gross appetites and 
egotistic interests, b u t as one of 
the tw o opposing views o f the 
w o rld  w h ich  have dominated 
philosophy from  its  beginnings up 
to  the .present time. The other 
v iew po in t is that o f idealism 
(idealism , too, is not used here in 
its  o rd ina ry  sense of devotion to 
great ideals, b u t in  its philosoph
ica l sense).

M aterialism  holds that m atter 
is the essence of rea lity  and that 
human society and thought have 
arisen out o f nature. Idealism, on 
the other hand, is the v iew  that 
m ind, s p ir it or thoughts are the 
basis of rea lity , and nature and 
m atter are the results of the activ
i ty  of m ind or God. A ll  philosoph
ers have tended towards one view  
or the other, or have accepted both 
in  an eclectic m ixture . The firs t 
chapter of the book outlines the 
opposition between these two 
views.

M ateria lism  is based upon an 
acceptance of the common sense 
view, rooted in  the experience of 
m ankind, tha t the w orld  is real 
and can be known and understood. 
M ateria lism  flows from  the prac
tica l activ ities of man in  his 
struggle to survive in  the real 
w o rld  o f m ateria l things and 
forces. The second chapter dis
cusses th is “ real basis of m ateria l
ism.”

The Origins of M ateria lism  
serves as an excellent in troduc
tion to the m ateria lis t outlook. 
I t  is a companion w o rk  to the 
author’s earlie r In troduction  to the 
Logic o f M arxism , w h ich goes into

Questions and Answers 
About Socialism

W hy do you say W orld W ar n  
was an im perialist war? —  A  
Reader, Seaford, N .Y .

Revolutionary socialists, view  
W orld  W ar I I  as actually three 
wars w hich were going on at the 
same time. The m ajor w ar was a 
con flic t between the advanced 
capita lis t nations, the im perialists, 
over a redivision of the w orld . A t 
the same tim e there was a coun
te rrevo lu tionary attack by cap ita l
is t Germany on the Soviet Union. 
Lastly, some o f the colonial and 
sem i-colonial countries fought fo r 
the ir libera tion  from  the im peria l
ists. These three struggles were 
interconnected by w ar-tim e  a l
liances w hich grouped the w arring  
forces in to  tw o sides, 
i One side was dominated by 
Germany, Japan and Ita ly , the 
“ have-not”  im perialists, who were 
the last of the m ajor capita list 
nations to develop and who hadn’t 
gotten “ the ir share”  o f the col
onies or who had lost the ir col
onies as a result of W orld W ar I.

The other side was heterogene
ous. It, was dominated by the 
United States w ith  re la tive ly  few 
d irect colonies but an enormous 
area of foreign economic control 
and the need fo r an expansion of 
its  foreign investments, and by the 
m ain colonialists, B rita in , France, 
etc. figh ting  to re ta in  the ir em
pires. These were the dominant 
im peria lis t powers of the w orld. 
The struggle between them and the 
“ A x is ”  group fo r economic dom
ina tion  of the rest of the w orld  
was the predom inant element in  
the war.

A llie d  to this b lock of im peria l
ists were the Soviet Union, China 
and others who were not im peria l
ists and not fig h tin g  an im peria l
is t w ar. The Soviet Union fought 
to defend itse lf, the only w orke r’s 
state in  the w orld  at the time, 
against German im perialism , w hile  
China, Indonesia and others fought 
the Japanese to gain th e ir own 
independence. Revolutionary so
cialists opposed the im peria lis t 
w ar, w h ile  at the same tim e de
fending the Soviet Union and 
those peoples attem pting to throw  
o ff im peria lis t rule.

The Communist P arties and 
other ideological fo llowers of 
S ta lin  hold a d iffe re n t v iew  of 
W orld  W ar I I .  They m ainta in  tha t 
because of th e ir alliance w ith  the

Soviet Union the A llie d  im peria l
ists no longer pursued reactionary 
im peria lis t aims but fought in 
stead fo r “ democracy”  and “ na
tiona l libera tion ’ ’ against fascism. 
In  1941, when the Soviet Union 
and Germany had an alliance, 
these same people had mantained 
that German w ar aims' were in 
the interest of “ national self-de
fense”  and were not im peria list. 
These ad hoc, non -M arx is t the
ories about the nature of the w ar 
had very serious consequences.

For example, the Communist- 
led V ie t M inh w hich established 
contro l o f V ietnam  at the end of 
the Second W orld W ar allowed 
the ir “ democratic”  B ritish  “ allies” 
to take over Saigon and re turn  
control of much of V ietnam  to 
the French.

The U.S. Communist P arty  sup
ported a no-strike  pledge by the 
unions during  and after the w ar 
—  as long as the alliance w ith  
the Soviet Union was maintained. 
They opposed the idea of a Ne
gro March on Washington pro
posed by A. P h illip  Randolph du r
ing the w ar to demand equal 
rights. C a lling the w ar “ an ti-fas
cist”  ra ther than im peria lis t meant 
supporting the ru lers of th is coun
try , whose w ar i t  was, against 
the oppressed.

R evolutionary socialists classify 
wars by the economic character of 
the countries involved, ra ther than 
by the po litica l system of the 
countries, because the ir economic 
character determines the real ob
jectives o f nations. L iberals, so
cial democrats, and others agreed 
w ith  the S talinists tha t W orld  W ar 
I I  was a w ar o f “ democracy”  
against “ fascism,”  or some would 
say “ to ta lita rian ism .”  For d iffe ren t 
reasons, each of these groups fa l
sified the character of the war.

The U.S. im peria lists emerged 
from  W orld W ar I I  as the chief 
im peria lis t victors of tha t war. 
They extended the ir influence 
over the whole of the “ free 
w orld ,”  and reduced the other im 
peria lis t powers —  “ allies”  and 
“ axis”  a like  —  to weak ju n io r 
partners. The U.S. is today, p a rt
ly  as a result o f the second im 
peria lis t w ar, the center of w o rld  
im perialism , the center of opposi
tion to the colonial and socialist 
revolutions sweeping the w orld.

— Herm an Porter

the concepts of d ialectical th in k 
ing and logic.

From its beginnings, m ateria l
ism has had to contend w ith  op
position from  the ru lin g  powers. 
Its na tura listic and humanistic 
outlook undermines religious and 
idealist rationalizations of the 
dom ination of the many by the 
few. One consequence o f the gen
eral hos tility  o f the ru lin g  classes 
through h istory to m ateria lism  has 
been the dom ination of idealism 
in the fie ld  of philosophy.

Distorted and Ignored
The content and h istory of ma

te ria lis t thought has been d is to rt
ed and ignored; one unfortunate 
result has been the loss of many 
o f the w ritings of the early ma
terialists. A lthough there are 
many .h istories and studies of 
philosophy, very few  give mate
ria lism  adequate discussion or its 
proper place in  the h is to ry of 
ideas. The Origins of M ateria lism  
w il l  help to correct th is situation 
fo r the f irs t period of m ateria lis t 
philosophy w h ich  began w ith  
Thales in  the 6th century B.C. 
and culm inated w ith  Lucretius in 
the 1st century B.C.

This p ro-idea list bias is re
flected in  our schools and un ive r
sities today. The great idealists of 
an tiqu ity  — Socrates, P lato and 
A ris to tle  — are taught and an
alysed, w h ile  the early m ateria l
ists rem ain cloudy background 
figures. Even in  scientific schools, 
such as the one I  attended, the 
theories of the early materialists 
are denigrated. The atomists, an 
im portan t school in  early m ateria l
ism, were pictured as odd ducks, 
who devised an atomic theory of 
m atter through a fantastic and 
lucky guess, and not through 
the ir concern w ith  prov id ing  an 
explanation fo r the aspects of 
m atter they a ttentive ly and c r it
ica lly  observed, such as compres
s ib ility , flu id ity , the transform a
tion  of one k ind  of m atter in to 
another, etc.

The atomism of the m ateria lists 
of an tiqu ity  was essentially a sci
en tific  theory which attempted to 
explain the observable properties 
o f nature on a m ateria lis t basis. 
This theory was developed fo r 
five  centuries in  Greece and Rome. 
W hile  its conclusions were rough 
and crude, lim ited  as they were 
by the state of knowledge at the 
time, as a scientific theory of the 
structure and movements of the 
rea l w o rld  the atomism of the firs t 
materia lists was not surpassed 
u n til modern times.

Born Together
M ateria lism  and science were 

born together — along w ith  p h i
losophy. The firs t philosopher, 
Thales, o f the Ion ian city-sta te  of 
M iletus, was also the f irs t mate
ria lis t. Novack explains w hy th is 
was so. He spends a chapter deal
ing w ith  the predecessors of p h il
osophy in  the realm  o f thought: 
magic and relig ion. The views of 
the f irs t philosophers originated in 
opposition to the ideas and meth
ods of magic and relig ion, which 
gave the ir thought its m ateria lis t 
direction.

The key problem the book deals 
w ith  is to expla in the social and 
h istorica l forces w hich gave rise 
to the great leap in  thought from  
re lig ion to the methodical reason
ing known as philosophy tha t the 
Milesians made. Novack’s explan
ation is itse lf a b r ill ia n t use and 
confirm ation o f the m ateria lis t 
view.

The b irth  of philosophy was not 
the result s im ply of the advanced 
intelligence of a few indiv iduals, 
or of d iv ine inspiration or the 
racia l characteristics of the Greeks. 
I t  came about because of the 
peculiar social and h istorica l c ir
cumstances of the Ionian Greek 
city-states, w hich Novack dis
cusses in  some detail.

The f irs t shoots of philosophy 
and science “ could not have ap
peared,”  Novack concludes, “ u n til

the historical soil fo r the ir grow th 
and cu ltiva tion  had been prepared 
and enriched by the elements we 
have described: the in troduction 
of iron, m eta llic  money, alpha
betic w ritin g , weights and meas
ures; a new type o f slave produc
tion; the shattering o f . the re 
m ain ing institu tions o f tr ib a l so
ciety and the breakup of agricu l
tu ra lly  based theocratic despot
isms; the ascent of trade, man
u facturing  and colonizing to new 
levels; the b irth  of pow erfu l new 
progressive social forces in  the 
m aritim e city-states of Greece 
which carried class antagonisms 
to a new p itch o f in tensity  and 
created new types o f legal, po
lit ic a l and cu ltu ra l institu tions. 
Such were the indispensible his
to rica l preconditions fo r the fo rm 
ation of philosophy.”

Novack explains how these con
ditions reached the ir highest po in t 
o f development in  the trad ing  
centers of the Ionian city-states, 
especially in  the central po rt of 
M iletus. The fact tha t Thales’ 
g iant step fo rw ard  was made in  
M ile tus is thus seen as a na tura l 
development of the whole of 
Aegean c iv iliza tion .

Subsequent chapters trace the 
elaboration of m ateria lism  through 
antiqu ity , discussing its m ajor 
representatives, and the social 
forces in fluencing its  develop
ment and eventual eclipse in  the 
decaying Roman empire of the 2d 
century A.D. Some of the figures 
receiving special attention are 
Heraclitus (the f irs t dialectician, 
who saw tha t a ll m atter is in  mo
tion  and tha t rea lity  is therefore 
inherently  contrad icto ry), A nax
agoras, Epicurus, Lucretius and 
Lucian.

Basis of M aterialism
The concepts of m ateria lism  

are by no means confined to p h il
osophy. The real basis of mate
ria lism  lies in  the practica l activ
ity  of man. Even when o ffic ia lly  
suppressed in  philosophy, mate
ria lism  has cropped up in  a rt and 
science and other fields. Among 
the early Greeks, m ateria lism  
helped foster and fu rth e r such 
sciences as medicine and h istory 
and Novack discusses these fields 
in  some detail. Everyone has heard 
of the oath of Hippocrates, s till 
sworn to by doctors today. H ip 
pocrates and his school of medi
cine were greatly influenced by 
m ateria lis t ideas, and they put 
medicine fo r the firs t tim e on a 
ra tiona l and m ateria lis t basis. The 
Greeks were the f irs t historians, 
as w e ll as the firs t geographers, 
physicists, mathematicians, psy
chologists and logicians.

The book also deals w ith  the 
f irs t idealist philosophers. The so
cial climate of Athens, where Soc
rates, Plato and A ris to tle  devel
oped, is described. Idealism res
urrected the concepts of re ligion 
on the new grounds of ph ilo 
sophical reasoning introduced by 
the materialists. Novack discusses 
the social needs o f the slave-own
ing Greek ru lin g  class which were 
at the roots of the rise and 
trium ph of idealism. He also dis
cusses the interaction between 
idealism and materialism , and a 
separate chapter deals w ith  the 
contributions the idealists made 
to philosophy and science.

No Denigration
To explain the origins of p h il

osophy and m ateria lism  as a log
ical development of human so
ciety does not denigrate or be
lit t le  the accomplishments of the 
f irs t philosophers, any more than 
the theory of evolution denigrates 
m ankind by describing his na t
u ra l origins. The Origins o f Ma
teria lism  breathes the sp ir it of 
humanism so congenial to mate
ria lism , and in  its  explanation 
provides the finest tr ib u te  to the 
men who f irs t struck out on the 
path of philosophy. Novack quotes 
from  Breasted’s The Conquest of 
C iviliza tion :

George Novack

“ They entered upon a new 
w orld, which we call science and 
philosophy —  a w orld  which never 
dawned upon the greatest minds 
of the early East. This step, taken 
by Thales and the great men of 
the Ionian cities, remains and w il l  
forever remain the greatest 
achievement o f the human in te l
lect —  an achievement to call 
fo rth  the reverence and adm ira
tion of a ll times.”

The reader of The Origins of 
M ateria lism  cannot help bu t ex
perience tha t same reverence and 
adm iration.

*  *  *

A  question remains. W hy should 
George Novack, one o f the fore
most socialist scholars in  the 
United States, take the tim e to 
w rite  a book on The O rigins of 
M ateria lism , and w hy should so
cia list activists take tim e out from  
the ir po litica l struggles to read 
and study such a book, apart from  
its scientific value?

Scientific socialism rests upon 
m ateria lis t foundations. An im 
portant concept of h istorica l ma
te ria lism  is that noth ing can be 
rea lly  understood u n til its h istory 
is understood. To grasp m ateria l
ism in its present fo rm  o f h istor
ical materialism , and to under
stand opposing philosophies, i t  is 
necessary to know as much as 
possible about the origins and de
velopment o f materialism . The 
better understood i t  is, the better 
i t  w il l  be applied to today’s real
ity  and po litica l struggle, and the 
better i t  w il l  be defended against 
the philosophies and ideologies of 
the ru lin g  class.

M arxism , h isto rica l materialism , 
is the most pow erfu l weapon and 
tool of the w o rld ’s w ork ing  class. 
I t  should be as developed, refined 
and pow erfu l as possible.

Global Struggle
Secondly, the w orld -w ide  strug

gle between the workers and peas
ants on the one side, and the im 
perialists on the other, is fought 
out in every fie ld  —  from  the bat
tle fie ld  to the classroom. Every 
battle  won, includ ing  the battles 
of ideology, strengthens the w o rk 
ing people of the w orld . In  his 
forw ard, George Novack points out 
that m ateria lism ’s biggest battles 
lie  ahead. “ As in  its infancy, 
m aterialism  has s ti l l to contend fo r 
its r ig h tfu l place as the outlook of 
emancipated hum anity. Its  de fin 
itive  tr ium ph  in  the domain of 
thought is s ti l l  to come. M ay th is 
in troduction to its early h istory 
help b ring  tha t conquest closer.”

F ina lly , i t  teaches by example 
the power of the m ateria lis t and 
dialectical approach to h is to ry  and 
to the h is to ry of human thought. 
The dialectic, a strange concept to 
Am erican minds, seems less 
strange and abstract when i t  is 
applied to a specific problem  like  
the b ir th  o f philosophy whose sub
sequent development and un fo ld 
ing through contradiction and con
f l ic t  is  seen as na tu ra l and real.

This is an im portan t book fo r 
a ll who w ant to understand M a rx 
ism  and philosophy better.

— B arry  Sheppard



M onday, November 22, 1965 TH E M IL IT A N T Page Seven

[Th is column is an open jo rum  
fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters ’ in itia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization  is given fo r  use.]

Revolutionary Religion
New York, N.Y. 

1 was much interested in  your 
recent biographical sketch of 
Thomas Muenzer, 16th century 
revo lu tionary leader, who called 
fo r  “ the immediate establishment 
o f the K ingdom  of God on Earth.”  

Too often radicals see relig ion 
on ly as a tool o f the power struc
ture. Yet i t  seems questionable to 
me tha t Muenzer (o r in  our time, 
M alcolm  X ) could have been as 
effective w ithou t it.

V itto r io  Lanternari, in  his book, 
The Religions of the Oppressed, 
has made an im portan t study of 
the relationship of re lig ion to rev
o lution. Messianic cults, arising 
from  the people, have usually 
been at the orig in  o f po litica l 
movements of liberation, among 
the vic tim s of colonialism  and 
neocolonialism. O ften these cults 
have many of the forms of the 
ru ling-class relig ion, but, in  es
sence, are quite the opposite.

Such movements should be re 
spected. Western radicals should 
not close the ir minds to the idea 
of figh ting  pow er-structure re li
gion w ith  revo lu tionary religion.

A.J.

From National Guardian
New York, N.Y.

I  must take exception to the 
manner in  w h ich  you introduced 
the three-colum n le tte r ih  your 
issue of Nov. 1 by P ierre F rank 
w hich was sent o rig ina lly  to the 
National Guardian concerning 
Cedric Belfrage’s artic le  on Peru 
in  our issue of Ju ly  31, 1965. Your 
in troduction states tha t the Frank 
le tte r corrects “ distortions about 
the ro le of Peruvian peasant lead
er Hugo Blanco.”  I t  states fu rthe r 
tha t “ the editors of the National 
Guardian  have recently inform ed 
us tha t they do not intend to p rin t 
M r. F rank ’s le tte r or any other 
correction of M r. Belfrage’s a r
tic le ”  and tha t you were therefore 
p rin tin g  the F rank le tte r in  The 
M ilita n t.

I t  is of course your priv ilege to 
p r in t the F rank le tte r and i t  is a 
most interesting and in form ative 
one. B u t i t  is also your respon
s ib ility  to present the facts as they 
concern your exchange w ith  the 
Guardian  more fa ir ly  and accu
rate ly. The facts are as fo llows:

The F rank le tte r took many 
weeks to reach us because i t  was 
sent to a wrong address. When 
we fin a lly  received it, I  w rote 
as fo llows on Sept. 17 to The M il i 
tan t’s managing ed itor B a rry  
Sheppard, who had queried me 
about the le tter:

“ I am sending a copy of the 
F rank le tte r on to Cedric B e l- 
frage in Mexico fo r his comment. 
A ctua lly , F rank ’s le tte r is te rr ib ly

It Was Reported in the Press
High Crime —  We reported last 

week that B rent Davis, an instruc
to r at Arkansas A g ricu ltu ra l and 
Mechanical College, had been fired  
fo r c ircu la ting  a petition opposing 
the w h ipp ing of prisoners at the 
state penal farm . Since then the 
Arkansas State Legislature has 
congratulated college o ffic ia ls on 
the ir “ courageous action.”  In  ad
d ition  to opposing the w h ipp ing of 
prisoners, i t  is said tha t Davis took 
a d im  view  o f the V ietnam war, 
and the hydrogen bomb, was an 
agnostic and once had a p icture  of 
M alcolm  X  on his w all.

I t  Figures —  B irch  Society pres
ident Robert Welch, who charged 
Eisenhower was a communist, an
nounced last week tha t the U.S. 
is a vast insane asylum.

Most L ikely  Story of the Week
—  Chicago D a ily  News corre
spondent Georgie Anne Geyer re
ported from  Santo Domingo Nov. 
5: “ T ru jil lo , who ran th is  coun
tr y  from  1930 to 1961, was known 
as, among other things, the ‘fa ther 
o f his country.’ He was beloved 
by the peasants, despite his 
cruelties and debaucheries . . .”

New  W ar Gadget? —  The Nov. 
1 Chicago Sun-Times reported: 
“ Research scientists have ‘ex
ploded’ the brains o f mice, rats 
and guinea pigs w ith  a laser 
beam, k ill in g  them instantly. The 
laser is a controlled burst of h igh- 
energy a rtific ia lly -p roduced  lig h t 
. . .  No one contacted by the Sun- 
Times in  th is pa rticu la r area of 
research would say tha t there are 
applications of the beam as a 
le tha l weapon . . . Nevertheless, 
one tw o-year study has been 
under the guidance of a group at 
the Arm ed Forces Ins titu te  of 
Pathology in  Washington.”

The Chester Story —  Recently 
tw o  school children jn  Chester, 
Pa., were suspended fo r three days 
because the ir parents provided 
them w ith  lunch ra ther than hav
ing them pay 35 cents each fo r 
a school lunch provided largely 
under federal subsidies. The su
spension drew  w ide critic ism  and 
tow n o ffic ia ls decided ,$(> •pescind 
the ru le  tha t children had to pay

fo r the lunch whether they ate it  
or not. However, they added, they 
m ight now discontinue the lunch 
program. Chester has been the 
scene of m ilita n t drives by Ne
groes against school segregation 
and police b ru ta lity .

Tw o-Tone Corpses? —  The fu 
neral industry is th row ing o ff the 
gloom visited on i t  by Jessica M it-  
fo rd ’s Am erican Way of Death. 
Delegates to the national funeral 
directors convention in  Chicago 
said pastel-colored caskets and a ir- 
conditioned hearses are the com
ing  th ing  in  the industry. Once 
always black or somber gray, cas
kets are now available in  delicate
ly  muted pastels w ith  blues, 
greens and yellows fo r the inside 
lin ings. “ I t ’s much lik e  a piece of 
fu rn itu re  or a car,”  funera l man 
A. LaVigne observed. “ A  casket,”  
he explained, “ has a personality a ll 
its  own.”

Research Dep’t —  A group of 
W all Street researchers announced

(a fte r considerable thought, we 
assume) tha t the increase in  So
cial Security payro ll taxes paid 
by employers w il l  h it  hardest at 
firm s w ith  the biggest payrolls. 
They came up w ith  another con
clusion which we hope took them 
less tim e to figure out, namely: 
“ I t  is reasonable to assume tha t 
most, i f  not a ll, o f the new Social 
Security costs w il l  be passed on 

•to consumers.”
For Problem People —  Charles 

Wilson, Ltd., a New Y ork  catering 
ou tfit, serves up dinners fo r some 
of the country ’s most prom inent 
people. But, a spokesman explains, 
despite this, the average lit t le  
d inner the company caters is “ sim
ple, three course, noth ing fancy.”  
The average dinner runs about 
$16.25 per person, plus the cost of 
help. The spokesman adds: “ Most 
of those who can a fford  th is k ind  
of th ing  are in  the older group 
and have a problem  of some 
k ind .”  Not financial, we trust.

— H a rry  Ring

long and I doubt we would use i t  
in  fu ll,  i f  we used it. B u t i f  we 
did Hugo Blanco an injustice, we 
w il l  o f course correct it . ”

On receiving Belfrage’s reply, 
I  w rote again to Sheppard on 
Oct. 11:

“ I  have a rep ly  from  Belfrage 
who found the F rank le tte r most 
in teresting bu t fe lt, as I  do, tha t i t  
d id not raise any objections that 
need to be corrected in  the pages 
of the Guardian. Belfrage w rites: 
‘I t  is quite true tha t Blanco did 
not organize guerrillas bu t I  never 
said tha t he did. The inform ation 
tha t he gave him self up came 
from  m y own source, a usually 
reliable one.’ ”  In  fact, the bu lk  
o f the F rank le tte r is an elabora
tion  about Blanco, ra ther than a 
specific correction. I t  is conceiv
able tha t our story may have been 
lacking about Blanco. I t  is also 
possible to fa u lt the Guardian  fo r 
not p rin tin g  the F rank le tte r ( i t  
would have taken tw o-th irds of a 
page). B u t the im p lication in  your 
in troduction is tha t we gaVe the 
whole m atter the brush-off, and 
this of course is neither factual nor 
responsible.

I  trus t tha t you w il l  p r in t th is 
le tte r to c la r ify  the m atter.

Janies Aronson 
Editor, National Guardian

The Antiwar Protests
D etroit, M ich.

The recent country-w ide an ti
w ar demonstrations were encour
aging and thought-provoking. Our 
nation’s insane policy of “ b r in k 

manship”  w ill,  I  f irm ly  believe, 
ignite the flames of another war. 
The Johnson adm inistration and 
the bu lk  of the communications 
media are lite ra lly  “ brainwash
ing”  the Am erican people in to  be
liev ing  tha t our aggression in 
V ietnam  is in  support of democra
cy and freedom. This is a bald 
lie  of the dimensions used by 
H it le r  to  satisfy his po litica l as
pirations!

A n tiw a r forces (and the entire 
L e ft)  can now expect a “ Red 
Scare”  to  be perpetrated by the 
adm inistration, press, and pseudo- 
pa trio tic  organizations. Those of 
us who in  good conscience oppose 
the b ru ta l hand of im peria lism  in 
V ietnam w il l  be smeared as “ tra i
tors.”  A lready A ttorney-G enera l 
Katzenbach and the po litica lly  
senile J. Edgar Hoover are in 
dulg ing in  M cC arthyite tactics by 
branding the Peace Movement as 
“ communist Controlled.”  Under 
such despotism our protests must 
not lessen but be increased ten
fold. The m ilita ris ts , phony “ pa
trio ts ,”  and neo-fascists are m ak
ing  the ir b id to contro l this coun
try  and we must fig h t them w ith 
out respite or consideration. I f  
they w in  then we can “ kiss de
mocracy goodbye.”

The abuse and gutte r tactics of 
these p ro -w a r forces would in 
dicate tha t they seek to use v io 
lence on us in the hope we w il l  
m ount some form  of insurrection
ary activ ity . Then they w ould per
secute us as “ tra ito rs ”  and in 
stigate mass arrests and repres
sions.

A lthough we must not be the 
FIRST to use force we must pro
tect ourselves. A  massive nation
w ide campaign of peaceful c iv il 
disobedience must start NOW! 
This may very w e ll be the death- 
kne ll of a free, democratic, and 
Constitutional America!

Richard M . W oodruff

A Severe Critic
New York, N.Y.

I  respect The M ilita n t fo r its 
interesting coverage of the c iv il 
rights movement and its w e ll- 
organized articles on the h istory 
and current practice of socialism. 
In it ia lly , however, I  was much 
repelled by your in flam m atory  a t
tacks on U.S. government policy. 
The general tone of The M ilita n t  
is ve ry  irr ita tin g . Fo llow ing is my 
conception of why.

I t  is not the attacks per se tha t 
are objectionable. I  agree w ith  the 
substance of your c ritique  o f U.S. 
actions in Vietnam. B u t your 
style on th is subject is outrageous 
and bombastic. You use words lik£  
“ c rim in a l”  too heavily, and your 
descriptions Of bu rn ing ' villages 
were sensational. Worse,' your 
m ilitancy  is 1 so extreme tha t yoU 
report only  bad facts about the 
government as i f  eveh( to  note its  
beneficia l aspects w e re 1 to  im p ly  
approval o f i t  as an ins titu tion  and 
d ilu te  your in te g rity  as Socialists.

Selecting facts so tha t they 
strengthen on ly  your case is an 
undesirable m ix ing  of ed ito ria liz 
ing w ith  reporting. This, together 
w ith  your extreme language af»d 
excessive repetitions of doctrine, is 
w hat gives the paper its  “ heavy- 
handed, vehement and bitter** 
qua lity  noted by reader R.S. (Oc
tober 11). Y our tone is so ve ry  
ha rd -h itting  tha t i t  invites the 
reader to discount your state
ments as s im p lye m o tio n a l -o r  
even to defend the governm ent —  
instead of fo llow ing your argu
ment. , X

I t  also seems to me tha t you 
pad yo u r facts w ith  theoretical 
concepts. W herever your in fo rm a l 
tion is incomplete, you round' out 
the p icture w ith  a w ord like  
im peria lism  that, i t  is im plied, 
rea lly  te lls  a ll one needs to know  
about the situation, anyway. Your 
interpretations do not emerge 
na tu ra lly  from  your facts. Insteadj 
they sound dogmatic and patroniz
ing because the reader has been 
given no basis fo r his own eval-f 
uation. I believe this must alien-? 
ate many thoughtfu l readers. More 
detailed articles describing, fo r ex
ample, the po litica l h is to ry of the 
Vietnam situation —  or at least 
documentary coverage lik e  your 
reports from  Cuba —  w ou ld " en
able the reader to draw  his own 
conclusions and w ould be much 
preferable.

I  realize tha t arousing anger 
against the government is one o f 
your p rim a ry  goals, tha t in  a sense 
you aim  to irr ita te . B u t you go 
about i t  in  such a way tha t the 
anger aroused is lik e ly  to back
fire  on you. Can’t  you broaden 
your factual coverage and take the 
hysteria out o f it? I  feel sure th is 
w ould broaden your audience and 
increase the ir receptiveness to the 
socialist point of view.

Sara Caldwell

Thought for the Week
“ More and more students are coming to look at w a r as i t  rea lly  

is. The g lory and parades are past history. The coverage fro m  V ie t
nam and Korea heightens one’s awareness of the effect o f w a r on 
civilians. We stop to th ink  w hat napalm bombings rea lly  mean." —  
H oward M. M offe t, chairman of the Yale D a ily  News as quoted in  a 
Nov. 15 New Y ork Times a rtic le  on the widespread efforts o f college 
students to avoid being drafted.

A UNIQUE COMBINATION
For a limited time, THE MILITANT and the YOUNG SOCIALIST are offering a special joint combination offe r  

For only $1 new readers may obtain a four-month subscription to THE MILITANT, which is published weekly, and 

a six-month subscription to the YOUNG SOCIALIST, a magazine which appears every other month.

SEND YOUR DOLLAR AND THIS COUPON TO P.O. BOX 471, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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Natchez Movement Needs Aid

Fidel Castro

F ide l Castro said tha t two pirate 
gunboats had attacked the Havana 
w a te rfron t Nov. 14. He charged 
the boats were U.S.-based and put 
responsib ility on the U.S. fo r the 
attack. (Three d iffe ren t M iam i 
ex ile  groups took cred it fo r the 
ra id .)

He disclosed the attack during 
a speech made on M t. Turqu ino in 
O riente Province. The highest 
m ountain in  Cuba, i t  was the firs t 
area controlled by the Ju ly  26 
gue rrilla  force.

Commenting on the gunboat at
tack, F ide l said i t  reminded the 
Cuban people that they are the 
“ irreconcilable enemies”  of im 
perialism . He said Cuba does not 
“ w an t peace w ith  im peria lism  as 
long as i t  exists. And as long as 
there are victim s of im peria list 
aggression and as long as in  any 
pa rt o f the w orld  there are peo
ple figh ting  against imperialism , 
the ir cause w il l  be our cause.”

NATCHEZ, Miss. —  A  group of 
w hite businessmen are m aking a 
last-d itch e ffo rt to  break the 
strength of the Negro com m unity 
here. They proposed that i f  Ne
groes do not back down from 
the ir demands and call an end to 
the boycott of downtown Natchez 
(w hich has been estimated at 90 
percent effective) w h ile  business
men of Adams County should 
fire  the ir Negro employes and 
housewives should fire  the ir 
domestic help. This proposal was 
offered to the Adams County 
Chamber of Commerce fo r its en
dorsement on Nov. 5. The Cham
ber of Commerce conveniently 
postponed its decision on the m at
ter, thus backing up th is obvious 
attempt to scare the Negro com
m un ity  in to  compliance.

The Student Nonvio lent Coor
d inating Committee, a fte r hearing 
of the plan, pledged to the Ne
gro com m unity of Natchez its fu ll 
support and a ll the resources at 
its  disposal. SNCC has already 
alerted its over 500 Friends of 
SNCC groups in  cities and on 
campuses throughout the country 
to im m ediately begin an emer
gency food and cloth ing drive  to 
help sustain the Negro comm unity, 
should the businessmen actually 
go through w ith  the ir maniacal 
scheme.

SNCC is asking the groups to 
send the food and clo th ing to Mrs. 
Mamie Lee Parker at 1223 Texas 
Street, Natchez, Miss.

from  partic ipating or encouraging 
others to partic ipate in  demonstra
tions of any k ind. The arrested 
were taken to Parchman State 
Penitentiary, some 200 miles away, 
where they were subjected to the 
most abject fo rm  of police b ru 
ta lity . Such treatm ent o f Negro 
citizens is not unusual in  Natchez, 
however.

Natchez, a c ity  of 23,700 (12,300 
Negroes; 11,400 whites) is the 
home of In ternationa l Paper Com
pany, A rm strong T ire  and Rubber 
Company and the Johns-M anville  
Corporation, a ll o f whom have 
remained silent as the bombs ex
ploded and the Negro citizens of 
Natchez were brutalized. Natchez 
is also the home of truck  d rive r
E. L. McDaniel —  Grand Dragon 
of the United K lans of America 
fo r Mississippi.

Natchez has been the center of 
stepped-up K lan  a c tiv ity  in  M is
sissippi w ith in  the past year and 
a half. Negroes and c iv il rights 
w orkers have been beaten, shot

NATCHEZ, Miss. — “ The Old 
South s til l lives in  Natchez”  — 
thus begins the Adams County 
Industria l Council pamphlet. And 
so it  does. W ith in  a week, between 
Oct. 1 and 7, over 400 persons 
were arrested as they protested 
the in junction which had been 
handed down on Sept. 30th against 
c iv il rights workers.

The in junction enjoined them
B L A S T E D .  Ruins of church 
bombed by Mississippi racists.

at, and murdered. Churches and 
homes have been bombed and 
burned.

On Aug. 27, 1965 George M et
calfe, local N AAC P president, was 
seriously in ju red  by a bomb which 
w ent o ff when he turned on the 
ign ition  of his car. Metcalfe was 
one of the firs t local Negroes in  
years to speak out in  favor of the 
Movement.

I t  was the bombing of Metcalfe’s 
car w hich precipitated the level 
o f tension w hich has since reigned 
in  Natchez. Soon a fte r the bomb
ing, a reporter stated that, “ w ith  
the exception o f m ilita ry  posts and 
hunting resorts, th is c ity  probably 
has been more heavily armed, man 
fo r man, than almost any other 
c ity  in  the country during  recent 
weeks.”

On Aug. 12, the Negro com
m un ity  presented tw elve demands 
to the m ayor and c ity  council, 
and la ter stated that they would 
march on Sept. 2 i f  they were not 
granted these demands.

On September 2, 650 units of 
National Guardsmen arrived in 
the c ity . Charles Evers called the 
march o ff (although over 500 peo
ple were w a iting  ready to march) 
and called instead fo r a boycott of 
the entire downtown area. W ith  
the a rr iva l o f the guardsmen, a 
10:00 p.m. curfew  was enacted 
(w h ich  was actua lly applied only 
to Negroes). On Sept. 7 a school 
desegregation su it was filed 
against Adams County (Adams 
County had decided to remain 
segregated and forego some fed
era l funds). Two days later, over 
200 people marched to c ity  hall 
under heavy guard. On Sept. 17, 
a march of 200 was again held, 
and then on the 26th, 700 people 
participated in  a march to c ity  
hall.

These were the events leading 
up to the arrests w hich took place 
in the past weeks.

Vietnam Teach In 
Draws Crowd of
5,000 at UCLA 

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 13 — The 
firs t V ietnam teach-in to be held 
a t the U n ivers ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  at 
Los Angeles, trad itiona lly  one of 
the most apathetic campuses in  
the country, was attended by some
5.000 persons yesterday.

Sponsored by the U n ivers ity  
Committee on V ietnam  of UCLA, 
an organization of professors, the 
teach-in lasted from  12 noon to
12 m idnight. The m ain sessions 
took place in  the Grand Ballroom  
o f the Student Union, w hich holds 
several thousand. As speakers 
completed the ir presentations, they 
re tired to other rooms where in 
terested students gathered fo r 
questions and discussion. The 
Grand Ballroom  was fille d  to 
capacity and persons had to be 
turned away at several times du r
ing the event.

A  Breakthrough
In  w hat fo r U C LA  is a rem ark

able breakthrough fo r freedom of 
speech and the press, representa
tives o f a ll the radical tendencies 
had tables set up on campus sell
ing the ir lite ra tu re  during the 
event.

The teach-in was supported by 
the B ru in  H um anist Forum, the 
DuBois Club, the Students fo r a 
Democratic Society, the Young So
c ia list A lliance and the new ly o r
ganized U C LA  Vietnam  Day Com
mittee.

Speakers were composed of four 
supporters o f the adm inistration 
policy, includ ing Am ron Katz of 
the Rand Corporation, and eight 
opposed to the war. Those opposed 
included Simon Cassidy, Prof. 
Hans M yerhoff, Robert Scheer, 
Paul Sweezy and David McRey- 
nolds. Applause and discussion by 
the students were overw helm ingly 
in  favor of those opposed to the 
war.

Cleveland Negro Almost Upset Machine
B y Eric Beinthaler

CLEVELAN D, O. —  Carl B. 
Stokes, independent Negro candi
date fo r  m ayor of Cleveland, re
ceived 85,375 votes in  the recent 
election and was nosed-out in  a 
photo-fin ish  race by incumbent 
Democrat Ralph Locher who won 
w ith  87,833 votes, according to the 
uno ffic ia l count. Stokes has filed  
action w ith  the Board o f Elections 
to prevent Locher’s certifica tion  
u n til charges o f irregu larities are 
documented and a decision on a 
recount is made.

On election n igh t over 1,000 
Stokes supporters gathered at 
campaign headquarters, cheering 
as returns showed the independent 
candidate getting 90 percent of the 
vote in  the Negro wards.

papers W arn
Cleveland newspapers, w ell 

aware o f the upset in  the local 
po litica l re lationship of forces, are 
now cautioning Locher on his fu 
tu re  course, po in ting  out tha t he 
m ust respond to the pressing needs 

/o f the Negro comm unity.
Stokes, a Democratic state leg

islator, bypassed the Democratic 
p rim a ry  and filed  over 30,000 
nom inating signatures to run  as an 
independent. He ran w ith  the sup
po rt of many leaders of the Negro 
com m unity and w ith  the support 
o f such organizations as CORE, 
the Freedom Fighters, and AD A.
?. The Socialist W orkers P arty  

gave Stokes c ritica l support based 
on the character of his campaign, 
w h ich  was independent o f and 
opposed to the Democratic and 
Republican Parties. The SWP 
holds tha t the question of Negro 
representation in  government is 
of v ita l concern not on ly to  Ne

groes but to democratic-minded 
whites as well.

SWP critic ism  of the Stokes 
campaign was on his program, 
especially the question of a mean
ing fu l program fo r jobs, and 
Stokes’ emphasis on “ a ttracting 
industry back to Cleveland.” 
Shortcomings on these issues con
spired against a fu l l  m obilization 
of his voting potential. However, 
despite questions of program, the 
election decisively refutes the 
notion that a successful campaign 
can only be mounted w ith in  the 
Democratic Party.

W hile Stokes’ program in  and 
of itse lf could not solve the ques
tions o f jobs, housing and other 
problems facing the Negro people 
and poor whites in  th is comm unity, 
his campaign points the way to 
the k ind  of independent po litica l 
action necessary to force more 
basic solutions to those needs. The 
im pact of the election has been 
a heightened so lidarity  and in 
creased confidence of Cleveland 
Negroes. I t  has had a traum atic 
effect on the Democratic Party, 
the press and the AFL-C IO .

Slim m est M arg in
Ralph Locher, the Democratic 

mayor, who was re-elected by the 
■narrowest m argin in  the h istory 
of Cleveland m ayora lty elections, 
had the support of Cleveland’s 
tw o da ily  newspapers, most of the 
Negro Democratic c ity  council- 
men, and the Cleveland A FL-C IO .

In  the last weeks of the cam
paign, the Cleveland A FL-C IO  
pub lic ly  endorsed h im  as the 
“ safe”  candidate and accused 
Stokes of in jecting  the “ racial 
issue”  in to  the campaign.

The Republican candidate was

Ralph Perk, who polled 41,109 
votes. The fou rth  candidate was 
Ralph M cA llis te r, member of the 
Cleveland school board, and presi
dent of the school board during  
last year’s school boycott. M cA l
lis te r had the support of the most 
prejudiced and backward ele
ments o f the w h ite  comm unity, 
and received 22,660 votes. The last 
weeks of the campaign saw in 
roads in M cA llis te r support by 
Locher’s backers who were suc
cessful in  po in ting out that unless 
M cA llis te r supporters switched 
the ir votes to Locher, Stokes, a 
Negro, w ould be elected mayor.

W ill T ry  Again
Stokes announced tha t he would 

run again fo r mayor tw o years 
from  now. M eanwhile Locher 
asked Stokes and the other de
feated candidates to jo in  w ith  h im  
to “ b ring  u n ity  and harm ony to 
the c ity .”  Stokes, however, an
alyzed the vote as rejection of 
“ Locherism and a ll i t  stands fo r.”  
He added, “ I t  is fantastic tha t a 
man in  office three years and 
backed by both newspapers, the 
Democratic Party  and organized 
labor could not have polled more 
than 37 percent of the vote.” 
Stokes charged the Democratic 
P arty  and the Cleveland A F L - 
CIO w ith  w hipp ing  up racial 
animosities against h im . He said, 
“ The racia l issue was never an is
sue, really, u n til the Democratic 
and labor leadership made i t  one.”

Stokes’ support in  the Negro 
com m unity was demonstrated in 
Ward 25 where the Negro Demo
cratic councilman endorsed Loch
er. The vote in  that w ard was: 
Stokes, 8,555; Locher, 411; Perk, 
263; M cA llis te r; 24. S im ila r over

whelm ing m ajorities fo r Stokes in 
the ghetto wards do not reflect, 
however, more than 70 percent of 
the voting potentia l in  the Negro 
com m unity as a whole. Rather than 
indicating apathy alone, the num 
ber not voting reflects inadequate 
independent organization and a 
certain lack of confidence in  the 
Negro Democratic politicians who 
have been elected to office in  
Cleveland over the past years.

In  the campaign Stokes opposed 
the enactment o f a c ity  income 
tax and opposed increases in  home 
owners’ taxes. He proposed a c ity  
“ value added in  manufacture tax.”  
The tax w ould be on the value 
manufacturers here add to the 
products they make from  raw  
materials. For example, i f  a com
pany took $3.00 w orth  o f raw 
m aterials and manufactured a 
$5.00 product, the tax w ould be on 
the $2.00 in  added value. This 
tax, Stokes said, w ould b ring  $12 
m illion  annual revenue in to  the 
c ity  treasury.

M uny L ight
A t the same time, Stokes ad

vocated sale of the c ity ’s M un i
cipal lig h t p lant because of its 
“ ineffic iency.”  The M uny L ig h t 
P lant, however, affords low er 
electric rates to thousands of 
Clevelanders and serves as a 
brake on the rate schedules of the 
p riva te ly  owned Cleveland Elec
tr ic  Illum ina ting  Company. Some 
Stokes supporters, includ ing the 
SWP, fe lt that he should have 
called fo r the expansion o f the 
M uny L ig h t P lan t and its services.

The Freedom Fighters, a num 
ber o f indiv iduals, and the SWP 
regarded a position fo r a 30 hour 
week at 40 hours pay fo r a ll c ity

employes as a concrete proposal 
to create several thousand new 
jobs in Cleveland. I f  Stokes had 
adopted th is p lank he could have 
attracted w ider ghetto support and 
evoked a more favorable response 
from  labor’s rank and file .

Review Board
CORE, Freedom Fighters, the 

United Freedom Movement, a 
number of churches and fra te rna l 
groups had also supported the pro
posal fo r a citizens police review  
board. Stokes d id  not p u t th is in to 
his program arguing tha t the con
duct of the police department is 
u ltim a te ly  the responsib ility  of the 
m ayor’s office and tha t i f  he were 
elected his office would always 
be open to hear complaints which 
he promised he w ould act on.

The strength shown by Stokes 
may force the union movement to 
question the policy of ty ing  itse lf 
to the Democratic P arty  and to 
seriously consider the factor o f a 
grow ing independent constituency 
in the Negro com m unity w hich 
may w e ll be the decisive factor in  
fu tu re  elections in  m a jo r indus
tr ia l cities like  Cleveland.

The action o f Cleveland Fed
eration of Labor head P a trick  J. 
O’M alley in  doing the racist d ir ty  
w ork fo r the Democratic P arty  in  
th is campaign has evoked b itte r 
resentment among Negro unionists. 
O ther local labor leaders are 
sharply c ritica l of O’M alley’s role 
in  the elections and repercussions 
are expected. The fact tha t neither 
President Johnson nor any im 
portant adm inistration spokesman 
intervened in  Locher’s behalf 
showed the concern of the Demo
cratic  P arty  na tiona lly  w ith  the 
danger of losing the Negro vote.

Castro Assails 
Gunboat Attack 
On Havana Coast


