
A n E d ito ria l
Every opponent, of the Vietnam war should do his u t

most to help ensure a maximum turnout fo r the In te r
national Days of Protest March 25-26. A  big turnout at 
these demonstrations against the war w ill be a significant 
contribution to the process of bringing the slaughter 
to an end.

The setting fo r the current protest action is more posi
tive and encouraging than it  was during the sim ilar days 
of protest last October. In  the five  months since then 
Johnson’s much vaunted “ consensus”  has given way at 
the seams and significant differences are now apparent 
w ith in  the ru ling  circles of this country over whether 
or not they are waging the righ t war in the right way 
in the righ t place at the righ t time.

While no section of the capitalist circles or their po
litica l spokesmen has taken or w ill take anything re
sembling a genuine antiwar position, the fact of d if
ferences among them w ill enable an independent anti
war movement to gain a greater hearing among the

American people and have a greater degree of impact 
than i f  the rulers stood united in the prosecution of 
the war.

Even more significant, popular doubt and disillusion
ment about the war has grown a great deal during this 
time. The Harris poll now finds that only 49 percent of 
the people endorse Johnson’s war policies. The Gallup 
poll puts the figure at 50 percent.

This does not mean, of course, that the other 50 per
cent are conscious opponents of the war. But it  does 
mean that Johnson and his cohorts must push ahead w ith  
the slimmest base of support of any wartime administra
tion in  U.S. history.

The 50 percent who don’t  back Johnson can be divided 
into four general categories: those who are against the 
war; those who “ don’t  know” ; those who favor swifter 
escalation because they have been duped into believing 
that this is the way to get the war over w ith; those 
u ltra-rights who want to bomb China now.

This latter category is definitely a small m inority of

the population. I f  they weren’t  we would be seeing far 
more witch hunting and attacks on the antiwar move
ment.

The significant fact is that there is already a sizable 
and growing section of the population already opposed 
to the war and an even greater n u mber who can be won 
to an antiwar position i f  they are offered a simple, direct 
and meaningful alternative to Johnson’s line. Such an 
alternative, we are convinced, is summed up in the 
demand: Stop the war now. Bring the GIs home!

The antiwar movement has the opportunity and the 
obligation to make the maximum effort to broaden the 
opposition to the genocide in  Vietnam. I f  mass opposi
tion to the war is not developed, the great danger is that 
Johnson w ill  continue to escalate his bru tal war against 
the Vietnamese people, w ith  a ll the danger that implies, 
o f a war w ith  China and a nuclear war. The response 
to that danger must be a sharp escalation of the anti
war movement. A ll out March 25-26! Make your voices 
heard: Bring the troops home now!
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N.Y. Demonstration Hits 
Attacks on DuBois Clubs

NEW YORK, March 11—Over 
500 demonstrators, p r im a r i ly  
high-school and college youth, 
turned out today to protest the 
New York police and hoodlum at
tack on members of the Brook
lyn W. E. B. DuBois Club, and to 
demand a repeal of the McCarran 
Act under which Attorney Gen
eral Nicholas Katzenbach ordered 
the DuBois Clubs to register as a 
Communist front group.

Katzenbach’s March 4 order led 
to the Brooklyn incident the fo l
lowing day and to the spectacular 
bombing of the DuBois Clubs head
quarters in San Francisco March 
6. Police estimated that about 40 
sticks of dynamite had been plant
ed in the San Francisco building, 
causing an explosion which was 
heard fo r 15 miles. Fortunately, 
none of the DuBois Clubs mem
bers was injured.

Today’s ra lly  was held at Foley 
Square in front of the New York 
c ity  administration buildings, and 
was followed by a march to City 
Hall to demand an interview w ith 
the Republican mayor, John L ind
say, who has done absolutely no
thing to penalize the Brooklyn 
cops fo r their outrageous behavior 
in the March 5 incident. Lindsay 
is a liberal, and was elected w ith 
the support of many liberals and 
radicals, but he has not even

Negro GIs Bear Brunt 
Of Vietnam Death Toll

spoken on the case.
Among the speakers at the Foley 

Square ra lly  was Dave Dellinger, 
spokesman for the New York F ifth  
Avenue Peace Parade Committee 
which is planning a massive dem
onstration in  opposition to the 
Vietnamese war for March 26. 
Dellinger read part of a resolu
tion passed by the Parade Com
mittee in  reference to the DuBois 
Clubs attack stating that one of 
the major themes of the March 26 
demonstration would be opposi
tion to a ll forms of federal and 
state suppression of c iv il liberties.

Dellinger called attention to the 
importance of the fact that the 
DuBois Clubs had been supported 
so fa r by a wide range of organ
izations. The Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, the Stu
dents for a Democratic Society, the 
National Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy, the Socialist Work
ers Party and the Young Socialist 
Alliance had representatives at 
the Foley Square demonstration.

Dellinger contrasted this solid
a rity  w ith  the “ tim id ity  of radicals 
and liberals” in the McCarthyite 
period. One of the important les
sons of that period, Dellinger 
pointed out, was the importance 
of solidarity in  the face of righ t- 
wing attacks — and, the danger of 
depending on liberals as support
ers of c iv il liberties.

The right-w ing and police as
sault on the DuBois Clubs, Del
linger continued, originated w ith  
Katzenbach’s demand. “ I t  was a 
liberal attorney general who gave 
the signal and set the tone f6r the 
attack on the DuBois Clubs,” Del
linger stated, “ and i t  is under the 
liberals that we are fighting the 
war in  Vietnam.”

Other speakers included Jim 
mie Jones, a leader of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit
tee in Alabama, and Jose Risto- 
rucci, New York area coordinator 
for the DuBois Clubs. Jones 
pledged SNCC’s support to the 
DuBois Clubs against the federal 
attack, pointing out that the gov
ernment found it  easier to register 
its critics than to send registrars 
to the South to enroll Negro 
voters.

Malcolm X  often said that Ne
groes won the “ righ t”  to die for 
Uncle Sam in World War II. But 
Uncle Sam has been even more 
generous in the Vietnam war. The 
government admits that 18.3 per
cent of the Americans killed in 
Vietnam since 1961 were black 
soldiers, and a giant 22.1 per
cent of army enlisted men killed 
were black.

In contrast, there are now about 
14.8 percent Afro-Americans in 
Vietnam, and about 11 percent in 
the U.S. population as a whole.

There is only one explanation 
for these figures, and that is the

W atts Explodes
M AR C H  16 —  As we go to 

press, i t  is reported th a t the  
black ghetto o f W atts again 
exploded yesterday, w ith  re
ports o f 400 to  1,500 people, 
m ostly young, partic ipa ting  
in  the outburst against the  
police and w h ite  society.

Two men were reported  
k ille d , one Negro and one 
w hite .

This latest outburst again 
demonstrates the anger in  
the ghetto against rac ia l op
pression, and proves th a t 
despite a ll the ta lk  and M c- 
Cone reports, the govern
m ent has done noth ing  to 
allev ia te  conditions fo r  the  
ghetto residents.

rank racism in the U.S. armed 
forces which results in  Negroes 
being sent into the worst and 
dirtiest fighting — to do the most 
dying.

The U.S. army has always been 
a bastion of racism. I t  wasn’t until 
the Korean war that official se
gregation was ended in the army. 
Racism is preserved, however, in 
part because of the influence of 
racism in  our society as a whole, 
and in part because of the need 
to ins till a racist attitude in Amer
ican soldiers as a justification for 
wars of colonial suppression like 
the Vietnam war. The Negro sol
diers are victims of this situation 
— they are used as cannon fodder 
in a war against the dark people 
of Vietnam.

The racism in the armed forces 
is reflected in another way. As 
of the end of 1964, Negroes made 
up 13.4 percent of enlisted men in 
the army, but only 3.4 percent 
of the officers. Only 0.4 percent 
of naval officers are Negro, 1.5 
percent in the A ir  Force and 0.4 
percent in the Marines!

No Reason
The ordinary working American 

has no interests in fighting to keep 
the Vietnamese people subjugated 
to the global designs of the 
moneyed rulers of the U.S. How 
much more true is this fo r the 
black workers of America!

Right w ith in  the borders of the 
U.S. the Negro people are subject
ed to exploitation and racial op
pression — the same kind of op
pression the U.S. has in store for 
the people of Vietnam should the

Generals Urge  
Hanoi Bombing

A  W ashington dispatch to  
the M arch 14 New Y o rk  
H era ld  T ribune  disclosed: 
“ I f  the Johnson adm in istra 
tion  accepts the Jo in t Chiefs 
o f S ta ff u rg ing  to  bomb m il i 
ta ry  targets in  north  V ie t
nam ’s H anoi-H aiphong area, 
the operation could com
mence in  fiv e  m inu te ’s tim e.

“ Plans have been draw n  
and targets p inpo inted in  
antic ipa tion  o f a change in  
the adm in is tra tion ’s present 
hands-off strategy, k n o w l
edgeable A ir  Force sources 
said here yesterday.

“ About the on ly  unknowns  
in  possible operations against 
the capita l o f no rth  V ie tnam  
and its  ch ie f p o rt o f H a ip 
hong are w ha t the  to l l  in  
lives and a ttack ing  airplanes  
m ig h t be, and the e ffect on 
Red China’s a ttitude  tow ard  
the w ar, these sources say.”

U.S. w in there. I t  is a b itter and 
cruelly ironical fact that Negroes, 
who are denied equal rights at 
home, must bear the brunt of 
casualties in  a war to defend the 
system which oppresses them.

To the phrase “ last hired, firs t 
fired,”  must now be added, “ and 
the firs t to die.”

Who Killed Malcolm X?
By Herm an P orter

NEW YORK — On March 11, 
after 20 hours of deliberation, the 
ju ry  in the Malcolm X  murder 
tr ia l returned a verdict of guilty 
against all three defendants: Tal- 
madge Hayer (also known as 
Thomas Hagan), Norman (3X) 
Butler and Thomas (15X) John
son. Sentencing w ill take place on 
A p ril 14.

The ju ry  was presented w ith  
two accounts of the assassination. 
Assistant D istrict Attorney Der- 
mody claimed that the three de
fendants, all active members of 
the Nation of Islam, did the shoot
ing according to a prearranged 
plan: Butler and Hayer created a 
diversion in a middle row of the 
auditorium, whereupon Johnson 
ran to the stage and shot Mal

colm X  w ith  a sawed-off shot
gun. Then Hayer and Butler ran 
to the stage and fired pistol shots 
into the prone body.

The New York police decided 
that the Muslims had committed 
the crime right after the assas
sination. Hayer was shot and 
caught by the crowd at the scene 
of the assassination, the Audubon 
Ballroom.

The police made statements to 
the press that Hayer was a Mus
lim  and they sought his accom
plices among the Muslims. The 
police and district attorney’s of
fice stuck to that story and avoided 
looking elsewhere for the killers.

The other version of the assas
sination was given by Hayer when 
he took the stand for a second 
time and confessed to being one

of the assassins. He said he had 
been hired to do the killing , as 
had his three accomplices, but that 
none of the gunmen nor the man 
who hired them was a Muslim. 
Butler and Johnson were in  no 
way involved, he said. Hayer’s ac
count of what happened in the 
ballroom was much more convinc
ing than Dermody’s, and squared 
w ith eyewitness accounts in  the 
press at the time: Hayer and an 
accomplice sat in the firs t row 
w ith  pistols. Another man sat in 
the fourth row w ith  a sawed-off 
shotgun. A fourth man sat further 
back and created the disturbance, 
but he was not involved in the 
shooting.

The outcome of the tr ia l de
pended on which of these two sto- 

(Continued on Page 5)Dave D ellinger

Help Bring the Troops Home Now  
— Build the March 25-26 Protest!
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Urges U.S. Brothers to Do Likewise

Japan Union Rips Vietnam War
Buddhist Protests Show 
Instability of Viet Gov't

B y  D ic k  R oberts

M AR C H  15 —  The e lim ination 
o f Gen. Nguyen Chan T h i from  
the m ilita ry  ju n ta  in  Saigon, 
M arch 10, has shattered the veneer 
o f in te rna l po litica l s tab ility  w hich 
had surrounded the Saigon gov
ernm ent since the consolidation of 
P rem ier Nguyen Cao K y ’s regime 
las t June. Since the ouster, there 
have been d a ily  demonstrations in  
the northern cities o f Hue and 
Danang demanding a re tu rn  to 
c iv ilia n  government in  Saigon.

In  Hue, yesterday, according to 
the New Y ork  Times, 7,000 peo
ple, m a in ly  students, staged a ra lly  
to  protest T h i’s rem oval; th is in 
cluded a contingent o f 3,000 Hue 
U n ive rs ity  students, and i t  was 
supported by  a h igh school and 
gram m ar school boycott inc lud ing  
20,000 students. Stores have been 
closed in  both cities fo r several 
days, and in  Danang, longshore
men have refused to w o rk  a t the 
port.

Gen. T h i, one o f the few  B ud
dhists w ho have held power in  
the. predom inantly Catholic Sai
gon governments, has long been 
active in  in te rna l power strug
gles in  south Vietnam. In  1960, 
T h i was invo lved in  an abortive 
a ttem pt to oust the hated dicta
torsh ip  o f Ngo D inh Diem. He was 
a leader in  the Feb. 19 attem pt to 
remove General Khanh, and he 
had been one of the ten-m an 
m ilita ry  cabinet in  the K y  regime 
since its  beginning.

T h i was the commander of the 
Saigon arm y I  Corps region w hich 
includes Hue and Danang, and he 
apparently enjoyed the support 
o f B uddhist students and in te l
lectuals in  tha t region, even though 
they have been outspoken critics 
o f the m ilita ry  regimes in  Saigon.

Since the H onolu lu sum m it con
ference between President John
son and Prem ier K y , the Demo
cratic A dm in is tra tion  has been 
flam boyant in  its  support of the 
K y  government. N ot on ly has 
Johnson praised K y  up and down 
the line, bu t top adm inistration 
o ffic ia ls  inc lud ing  V ice President 
H um phrey have made special 
tr ip s  to V ietnam  to “ help”  Pre
m ie r K y ’s “ pacification”  program 
in  south Vietnam.

This open support fo r the Sai
gon d icta torsh ip  is in  m arked con
tras t to  the ea rlie r period o f the 
w a r when adm in istra tion o ffic ia ls  
were generally re ticent to  openly 
p ick  sides in  the fifteen-m onth  
w rang ling  fo r power w hich fo l
lowed D iem ’s assassination in  1963.
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Friday N ig h t Socialist Forum.
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THEODORE EDWARDS presents a 
M arxist view o f the news in his bi-weekly 
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(repeated W ed.. M arch 30, 9 a.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your d ia l) .

•
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In support o f the International Days o f 
Protest the M ilita n t Labor Forum is 
sponsoring a ta lk by FARRELL DOBBS, 
national secretary o f the Socialist W ork
ers Party on W hat Program for the 
Antiwar Movement? Fri., March 25, 8:30 
p.m. 873 Broadway (a t 18th S t.). Con- 
trib. $1 students 50c.

Washington had good reason fo r 
such a course. The Saigon gov
ernments were hated by the vast 
m a jo rity  o f the people, and the 
U.S. d id  no t have the m ilita ry  
power to do anyth ing to prevent 
new overturns whenever some 
general marched his soldiers in to  
the c ity  to  t r y  his hand at po litica l 
ru le.

B u t the s ituation changed great
ly  when the U.S. began pouring 
in  tens o f thousands o f troops to 
bolster the Saigon regime begin
ning in  March, 1965. Today, Saigon 
is a m ili ta r i ly  occupied city, and 
the general who rules the roost is 
backed by U.S. men, guns and 
tanks. In  th is context, Washing
ton  apparently fe lt  tha t i t  was 
safe to p ick  sides —  and they 
chose the f irs t  H it le r- lo v in g  t in 
horn d ic ta tor tha t came along.

N ot on ly does K y  enjoy the sup
po rt o f the U.S. forces, b u t he has 
established m artia l law  in  Saigon, 
and has reinforced the Saigon po
lice force by 72,000 men since 
January.

Hue, the old capita l o f the 
French province of Annam, is 
qu ite  d iffe re n t fro m  Saigon in  th is 
respect. In  the f irs t  months of 
1965, m a jo r demonstrations under 
the leadership of the Buddhists 
drove Americans out o f the c ity , 
and i t  has no t been occupied by 
U.S. forces since. Under General 
T h i’s control, Hue had been per
m itted  to continue a more relaxed 
and less repressive existence than 
its sister c ity  o f Saigon nearly  400 
miles to the south.

This difference was recently 
confirm ed by Robert G u illa in , the 
h ig h ly  re liab le expert on Chinese 
a ffa irs  fo r the F rench da ily  Le 
Monde, w ho reported his impres
sions of Hue in  the M arch 12 
issue o f tha t paper. According to 
G u illa in , the Americans and the 
Saigon government are equally 
detested by  the people of Hue, and 
both  exert re la tive ly  l it t le  contro l 
over the c ity .

G u illa in  emphasized the marked 
contrast between the comparative
ly  peaceful Hue, and occupied 
Saigon —  a h e ll o f in fla tion , pros
titu tio n , and ru le  by pe tty  bu
reaucrats, the inevitable  results of 
fo re ign  m ilita ry  occupation.

C learly the people o f Hue and 
Danang do not w an t to  fo llow  the 
same path to degradation and 
corruption tha t has been forced 
on Saigon, and they fear tha t the 
rem oval of General T h i may have 
im plications fo r them in  th is  d i
rection.
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The fo llow ing  resolution was 
adopted at the 18th  A nnua l Con
vention o f the A l l  Japan Tele- 
communictaions W orkers Union 
( ZENDENTSU ) ,  in  Ju ly  1965, 
and was reprin ted in  the Feb
ru a ry  1966 C W A News, o ffic ia l 
pub lication o f the Communication  
W orkers o f Am erica  (A FL-C IO ). 
I t  fo llow s an exchange of views 
between the tw o unions th a t was 
apparently in itia ted  late in  1964 
when delegates from  ZENDEN
TSU Visited the U.S. on the in 
v ita tio n  of CWA leaders.

In  a le tte r to CWA President. 
J. A . Beim e, ZENDENTSU Pres
ident Totaro Kasahara w ro te : 
"W e tr ied  to believe ‘peace’ 20 
years ago. A nd o f course, now we 
are always th in k in g  o f peace but 
pa rtia l wars have broken out. 
Present w a r in  V ietnam m ight 
expand to a to ta l w ar by nuclear 
weapons. Saying honestly we are 
fu rious against the U.S. govern
m ent’s escalation po licy in  V ie t
nam ."

In  response, Beirne w rote that 
the “ desire fo r  peace between 
peoples w h ich  moved ZENDEN
TSU to pass the resolution is 
shared by workers everywhere in  
the w orld , no less in  Am erica  
than in  Japan or V ietnam .”  A fte r  
th is  admission, Beirn e shameless
ly  attempted to ju s tify  his support 
fo r  President Johnson’s d ir ty  w ar 
in  Vietnam.

Resolution on our protest against 
America’s invasion of Vietnam and 
our appeal for an immediate end 
of the Vietnam war.

W ishing fo r  an immediate end 
o f the V ietnam  w ar, we have 
been strongly advocating our 
stand both at home and abroad, 
based on the resolution w h ich  was 
adopted at the C entra l Executive 
Committee.

The V ietnam  war, qu ite  con- 
ta ry  to our heartfe lt expectation 
fo r  peace, is being expanded day 
by day w ith  the crisis g row ing ly 
deepened.

The adventurous escalation pol
ic y 'o f  Am erica is now completely 
alienated from  in te rnationa l opin
ion. Am erica finds i t  d iff ic u lt to 
m ainta in  even the puppet regime 
in  Saigon, w h ich  has long been 
abandoned by the south V ietnam 
ese people. I t  is said tha t two 
hundred thousand U.S. troops w il l  
be p u t in to  south V ietnam  in  the 
near fu tu re . Thus is being ex
posed the true character o f U.S. 
im peria lism ’s invasion in  V ie t
nam and its c rim ina l w a r policy.

We can never approve th is w ar 
in  the fo llow ing  points:

1. I t  is U.S. im peria lism  tha t 
has trodden down the p rinc ip le  o f 
un ifica tion  o f south and north  
V ietnam  and tha t o f nationa l se lf- 
determ ination on 1954 Geneva 
Agreement. Am erica is m aking 
use o f the V ietnam  w a r in  her 
interests to promote bankrupted 
anti-com m unism  policy o f con
ta inm ent o f People’s China.

2. W hile  the Vietnamese people 
hate w a r and w an t peace and 
nationa l independence as soon as 
possible, America, in  variance 
w ith  justice and freedom, de
ceives them, d riv in g  them in  con
stant danger o f th e ir life  and in  
desperate disaster like  hunger, 
poverty and disease.

3. Every fact available shows 
c learly tha t the Saigon govern
ment has lost people’s support 
and tha t i t  is a puppet regime in  
the true  sense o f the word.

4. The N ational F ron t fo r L ib e r
ation of south V ietnam  is the 
un ited national fro n t w h ich  unites 
a ll sections o f the Vietnamese 
people. A ny  m ilita ry  solution w il l  
be doomed to m iserable fa ilu re  
against th e ir struggle fo r  national 
independence and against colo
nialism.

5. Am erica’s escalation policy 
conceives in  itse lf swampy ex
pansion o f w ar, tha t is, a ir  raids 
on Hanoi, use o f small-sized nu
clear weapons, attack on Chinese 
m ilita ry  bases and so on. This

po licy may fo llo w  a road to 
w orld -w ide  thermonuclear war.

6. W ith  U.S.-Japanese Security 
Pact, Japan sides p a rtia lly  w ith  
Am erica in  the V ietnam  war, and 
the Japanese people are in  
danger o f d irect involvem ent in  
th is war.

7. Sato adm inistration o f L ib 
eral-Dem ocratic P arty  expresses 
its open support to Am erica in  
the V ietnam  w a r and tries to ex
ercise reactionary policies in  face 
o f our Peace Constitu tion like  the 
strengthening o f the m ilita ry  
union o f Japan, Ta iw an and 
Korea on ly  to b ring  about tension 
in  Asia.

Struggle fo r peace is embedded 
in  the program o f ZENDENTSU.

We pledge ourselves, appeal 
and struggle persistently u n til an 
end is pu t to the V ietnam  w ar 
and peace is realized in  Asia and 
on the earth.

We hope tha t U.S. government 
w i l l  re tu rn  to the long-lost sp ir it 
o f Declaration o f Independence 
and recognize trad ition  o f free
dom and democracy in  politics 
“ by the people, fo r the people and 
o f the people”  as necessary and 
valuable also fo r  the Vietnamese 
people. We also expect tha t 
Am erican government, Am erican 
people and Am erican workers 
w i l l  recover glorious ra tiona lity  
and conscience as soon as possible 
and accept the fo llow ing  demands 
o f ours.

They should:
1. Respect the Geneva Agree

ments on V ietnam , stop at once 
th e ir invasion w a r in  V ietnam  
and w ithd raw  U.S. troops, m ili 
ta ry  personnel and a ll w a r m ater
ials.

2. Stop at once a ir  ra ids on 
Democratic Republic o f V ietnam  
and sea blockade.

3. Respect the South V ietnam 
ese people’s r ig h t to solve the ir 
own problems under no foreign 
in tervention.

4. Recognize tha t the National 
F ron t fo r L ibe ra tion  o f south 
V ietnam  is the genuine repre
sentative o f the south Vietnamese 
people.

5. L e t the Vietnamese people 
realize peaceful un ifica tion  of 
th e ir m otherland under no fo r
eign intervention.

We established the f irs t  contact 
w ith  CW A in  1961.  Since then 
a steady exchange of experiences 
and workers has been conducted, 
such as President Kasahara’s v is it 
to  you r country and vice-presi-

dent of CW A W atts’ v is it to ou r 
country.

We do not hope that th is pro
test o f ours w il l  destroy fr ie n d 
ship and so lida rity  w hich have 
been cu ltiva ted through very  
s ign ifican t opportunities given to  
both unions.

We are f irm ly  c onvinced th a t 
w o rld  peace is the ve ry  th ing  th a t 
both ZENDENTSU workers and 
CW A workers pursue in  concert.

On the basis o f ou r friendsh ip  
and so lidarity, we appeal to a ll 
Am erican communications w o rk 
ers as follows:

CWA should:
1. Demand o f U.S. government 

the ir r ig h t to know  the tru th  
about the libe ra tion  w a r w h ich  
the Vietnamese people is waging.

2. Refuse to serve fo r  these 
armies w hich are to be sent to  
V ietnam  and re ject partic ipation 
in  any study and production pro
moted fo r  the V ietnam  war.

3. Render th e ir m oral and ma
te ria l support to the Vietnamese 
people.

A nd we demand tha t the Japa
nese government stop pa rtic ipa t
ing in  the V ietnam  w ar and take 
the in it ia t iv e  of pu tting  an end 
to the V ietnam  w a r fo r  peace in  
Asia. We, a t the same time, ap
peal to  the Japanese people fo r  
th e ir courageous struggle fo r  
peace.

We procla im  here tha t we w il l  
fig h t by strike  in  order to stop 
this w ar.

WATTS
AND

HARLEM
The Rising Revolt 

In the Black Ghettos
by Robert Vernon 

and George Novack
25c

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third St.

New York. N. Y. 10003

A N T IW A R . Japanese student an tiw ar demonstration. F or nearly  
a decade Japanese students and w orkers have fought efforts of 
U.S. and Japanese capitalists to rem ilitarize  th e ir country and  
draw  it  in  w ake of U.S. w ar machine.
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The 'New' CP Draft Program

ARDENT CO -EXISTER. E arl B rowder, w artim e  boss o f the Com
m unist P a rty  was an enthusiastic advocate o f U .S .-B ritish -S ov ie t 
collaboration as indicated by k ing-sized portra its  of Roosevelt, 
C h u rch ill and S ta lin  at CP ra lly . When U.S. in itia te d  cold w ar, 
and on receipt o f a cable from  Moscow v ia  Paris, the U.S. pa rty  
unceremoniously dumped B rowder.

B y  George Novack
Ten years to the day that 

Khrushchev made his celebrated 
speech on Stalin’s crimes, the 
Communist Party USA issued its 
new d ra ft program. Neither of 
these Soviet leaders whom i t  once 
acclaimed as the most gifted of 
guides is mentioned in the text. 
(The very, omissions testify to the 
continued dependence of Commu
nist attitudes on the incumbent 
possessors of power in  the Krem 
lin .) Yet the ir ideological heritage 
is indelibly imprinted on this re
statement of party policy.

The document is presented as 
the product of an independent ap
plication of Marxism-Leninism to 
the current stage of development 
of U.S. capitalism and the strug
gle fo r a Socialist America. In 
reality, its basic political line is 
derived from  the extension to the 
United States of the doctrine of an 
indefinite epoch of peaceful co
existence between imperialism 
and the “ socialist camp”  which 
originated w ith  Stalin and has 
since been pursued by his succes
sors a t the head of the Soviet bu
reaucracy and its government.

The dra ft program gives the 
CP position on a broad range of 
political questions. This article 
w ill  analyze its views on one of 
the key issues in American and 
w orld  politics: the struggle fo r 
peace.

Supreme Challenge
The document correctly empha

sizes that the "prevention of nu
clear war is the supreme challenge 
now before mankind.”  How does 
i t  propose to implement and ac
complish this aim?

Marx and Lenin taught that war 
was inherent in capitalism and 
was inevitable so long as the cap
ita lis t exploiters held power. The 
danger of war could be eliminated 
only when the workers conquered 
state power through revolutionary 
struggle against the ru ling  class in 
the capitalist centers.

According to the CP theore
ticians, this held true only until 
the 1940’s. Since World War I I  
“ something significantly, radical
ly  new”  has happened to the 
world. “ One th ird  of the world, the 
socialist portion, had been wrest
ed irrevocably from  imperialism. 
Another th ird, the colonial or 
semi-colonial sector, was in va ri
ous stages of liberation from  im 
perialism. And w ith in  the ad
vanced capitalist countries, where 
imperialism s till held sway, the 
opposition to i t  had achieved a 
strength and magnitude i t  had 
never possessed before.”

Peaceful Coexistence
These three developments now 

make i t  possible to avert global 
w ar w ithout the prior overthrow 
of capitalist domination by the 
working masses. That is to say, 
the anti-im perialist coalition of the 
firs t two sectors linked w ith  the 
“ forces fo r peace”  w ith in  the im 
perialist strongholds can prevent 
the warmakers among the monop
olists from  resorting to armed 
force and nuclear warfare.

Thus the theory of peaceful co
existence, in  the form  promulgat
ed by Khrushchev in  1956 and 
elaborated in this program pat
terned upon it, rests upon three 
interlocking propositions. Prole
tarian revolution in  the advanced 
capitalisms is no longer indis
pensable fo r world peace; war can

be averted by a broad multi-class 
“ peace movement”  capable of de
terring the most reactionary and 
aggressive m ilitarists; and the 
antiwar forces must include the 
most influential moderate ele
ments w ith in the capitalist ru l
ing circles.

The va lid ity of this new revela
tion meets its greatest test in 
regard to the United States which 
is today the mightiest imperialist 
power on earth, equipped w ith  
enough nuclear warheads to wipe 
out the Soviet Union and China 
and blot out mankind ten times 
over, spending $60 b illion  this 
year fo r armaments, landing its 
marines in the Dominican Repub
lic, expanding its m ilita ry  opera
tions in Southeast Asia and 
threatening war w ith  China. The 
CP program is obligated to show 
how this imperialist colossus is to 
be rendered peaceful, harmless, in 
capable of fu rther counter-rev
olutionary m ilita ry  aggressions and 
dropping nuclear bombs . . . while 
the monopolists retain their eco
nomic, political and m ilita ry  dom
ination.

Mass Struggle
Lenin held i t  couldn’t  be done. 

To w in world peace the workers 
and their allies had to conduct and 
successfully conclude an inde
pendent mass struggle against all 
the capitalist regimes. In  this fight 
fo r peace they could place no con
fidence in  any pro-capitalist ten
dency, party or representative be
cause these were all committed to 
the preservation of the p ro fit sys
tem which breeds predatory wars 
and benefits from them. Tactical 
differences on foreign policy in 
the ru ling  circles should be u ti
lized, not to side w ith  one faction 
against another, but to educate and 
stimulate the anti-imperialist 
forces which should press forward 
w ith  their own program.

The CPUSA proceeds from  quite 
different premises and arrives at 
contrary conclusions. I t  argues

that an effective movement 
against imperialist war in  the 
United States must seek out and 
line up  w ith  that tendency w ith in  
the monopolist ru ling class which 
can be made amenable to reason 
and induced by pressure or per
suasion to abide by peaceful co
existence w ith  the “ socialist sec
to r”  and the colonial liberation 
struggles.

The program states that there 
are three main trends w ith in  the 
U.S. monopoly structure. One 
“ seeks some form  of accommoda
tion w ith  the new world balance 
of power.”  A  second, now dom
inant, seeks some formula fo r 
“ lim ited war,”  short of using nu
clear weapons. The th ird  “ is com
mitted to an inevitable nuclear 
showdown.”

CP “ Realism”
Therefore the only realistic way 

of postponing or avoiding war 
under present conditions in  the 
United States is to enable the ac- 
commodationists to prevail over 
the other two more belligerent and 
dangerous trends. They are the 
lesser evil.

I t  would be sectarian to refuse 
to exploit the divisions among the 
monopolists to promote peaceful 
co-existence. These differences be
come significant, they w rite  on 
page 37, when “ they can be sharp
ened and deepened, the most ag
gressive trends can be weakened, 
the tendencies toward accommo
dation can be encouraged, made 
firmer, and thus another factor 
fo r peace can be thrown into the 
scales.”

This is the rationale, the prime 
motivation fo r the policy of the 
CP. I t  strives fo r some kind of 
accommodation w ith  the accom- 
modationists w ith in  the governing 
class who can be decisive, they 
claim, in  tipping the balance to
ward war or peace. The campaign 
fo r peaceful coexistence hinges 
upon selecting, strengthening and 
“ c ritica lly " supporting the more

peacefully-inclined capitalist pol
iticians (or demagogues) who are 
presumably ready and w illing  to 
recognize and adjust to “ present 
world realities,”  i.e., come to some 
diplomatic or m ilita ry  agreement 
w ith  the Soviet government.

This serves to explain a phenom
enon which mystifies numerous 
m ilitants in  the antiwar move
ment: why does the CP ardently 
embrace the right-w ing position 
fo r U.S. negotiations in  the V iet
nam war and so stubbornly resist 
the slogan fo r the immediate w ith 
drawal of American troops? The 
firs t proposal fits  into its strategy 
of reliance upon the real or al
leged “ accommodationists” ; i t  
finds the second inadvisable be
cause i t  is unacceptable to its lib 
eral partners in  the con-game of 
coalition politics.

The program itse lf does not spe
cifica lly state who the peace- 
loving elements are and where 
they are to be found in  the mo
nopolist structure. To uncover 
their identity, i t  is necessary to 
go from  the lite rary pronounce
ments of the CP to its actual 
political positions over the past 
th irty  years.

What does the record show? In 
the last half-century U.S. im 
perialism has embarked on four 
wars — a ll of these under Demo
cratic administrations. The Demo
cratic leadership would not seem 
to be very suitable company to 
provide reliable defenders of world 
peace, especially to a Communist 
Party which boasts of adherence 
to Marxism.

For the Democrats
Yet ever since 1936 when the 

CP endorsed its firs t liberal, 
“ lesser evil,”  pro-capitalist candi
date in Roosevelt, it  has usually 
hung its hopes fo r preserving 
peace on one or another Democra
tic politician. The single quasi-ex- 
ception was Roosevelt’s ex-Vice- 
President Henry Wallace, who 
headed the Progressive ticket in 
1948 — and then jettisoned his 
peace platform  by approving the 
Korean war two years later.

In  1960 the CP gave preference 
to Kennedy as the representative 
of the peace faction against N ix 
on. This Democratic President 
promptly gave the C IA  a go-ahead 
signal fo r the Bay of Pigs inva
sion of Cuba, deepened interven
tion in  Vietnam, and was ready 
to bring nuclear weapons to bear 
in  the 1962 missile crisis.

The latest episode in  this trag i
comic series saw Johnson starred 
as the more peacefully co-exist-

NEW YORK — A  Youth March 
Against the War in  Vietnam w ill 
start at Columbia and C ity Col
lege on March 26, jo in  w ith  a con
tingent of Harlem residents in  a 
march through Harlem, and f i 
nally march to the assembly point 
of the F ifth  Avenue march to jo in 
w ith  the tens of thousands ex
pected there.

Columbia students and high 
school students are assembling at 
10:30 a.m . at 116th St. and Broad
way, and C ity College students 
w ith  gather at the same time at 
137th St. and Convent Ave. Each 
group w ill march to 125th St., 
where they w ill combine and 
march across 125th St.

The Harlem groups are gather
ing at 11:00 a.m. at 125th St. and 
Lenox Ave., and w ill jo in  the 
youth march at 125th and Lenox 
at 11:30. The march w ill then go 
down Lenox to 110th St., and over 
to F ifth  Ave., and down to 94th 
Street.

The march is being organized 
by the Independent Committee on 
Vietnam of Columbia University, 
the C ity College Independent Com

ing alternative to the bomb-rat
tling  Goldwater in  the last nation
al election. A t the New York 
meeting where its leading spokes
man, Gus Hall, introduced the new 
program he was asked whether 
his party now regretted or repu
diated its endorsement of John
son. Hall denied that the CP had 
given support to the man from  
Texas in  1964, although he did 
admit that “ in  certain areas”  the 
party was not “ sufficiently c r it
ical”  of the Democratic candidate.

The radical public w ill  not be 
so easily put o ff by such double- 
talk. I t  is too w ell known that, 
although the CP did not exp lic itly  
urge a vote fo r the Democratic 
ticket, its insistence that Gold
water was the main danger to be 
defeated at a ll costs and its re
fusal to support any socialist can
didate made perfectly plain what 
was to be done at the polls. In  
fact, most of its members and fo l
lowers did vote fo r Johnson — 
and many are now sorry they did.

The Consequences
H all opened his presentation by 

assailing Hubert Humphrey’s role 
as Johnson’s warhawk, conven
iently ignoring that the former 
Minnesota Senator was likewise 
touted as one of the best friends 
of peace before he became Vice 
President and salesman fo r Gen
eral Ky.

As these facts show, the road to 
peace charted by the CP comes 
down in practice to the fu tile , dis
illusioning and harm ful chase after 
liberal capitalist politicians who 
pose as peace-lovers u n til they 
get ready fo r war. Or, like  John- 
sont in itia te “ peace offensives”  
while escalating m ilita ry  opera
tions.

The CP’s policy of peaceful co
existence and coalition politics as 
a replacement fo r self-reliant 
class struggle and mass action does 
not lead to disarming imperialism 
or in  the least hindering its ex
ecutives from  undertaking count
er-revolutionary interventions or 
stockpiling nuclear bombs. In 
stead, i t  helps strengthen the hand 
of the warmakers by disarming 
the opponents of imperialism, 
disorienting and weakening the 
antiwar forces. The Leninist course 
of revolutionary struggle against 
all the upholders of capitalism, 
regardless of the ir temporary tact
ical differences, remains a fa r bet
ter guide fo r the antiwar move
ment than the reformist program 
now offered by the American 
Communist leaders.

mittee to End the War in  Viet
nam, Students fo r Peace in  V iet
nam, the Afro-Americans Against 
the War in  Vietnam, and the Har
lem Council fo r Peace.

Antiw ar Protest 
Slated in Pittsburgh

PITTSBU R G H  —  Ind ica 
tive  o f a n tiw a r actions being  
planned in  scores o f cities, 
the P ittsbu rgh  Com m ittee to  
End the W ar in  V ie tnam  is  
organizing a dem onstration  
and ra lly  on M arch 26 a t 3:30 
p.m. at the Federal B u ild in g  
at G ran t and L ib e rty  Aves.

On M arch 25, U n ive rs ity  
o f P ittsbu rgh  Students fo r  
Peace are ho ld ing  workshops 
on V ie tnam  a t Lang ley H a ll, 
7:30 p.m. On Wed., M arch  
23, Students fo r  a Democra
tic  Society are ho ld ing  a 
s ing -in  fo r  peace in  the stu
dent un ion ballroom .

Am erica's R oad 
T o S ocia lism

By James P. Cannon

50 cents

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third St.,

New York, N. Y. 10003

Harlem Antiwar March 
Planned for March 26
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N. Y. Antiwar Committee 
Holds Successful Rally

By George
NEW YORK — The Washington 

Heights Committee to End the 
War in Vietnam, one of several 
neighborhood groups that came 
into being here since last summer, 
held a successful public meeting 
March 11. Some 200 people turned 
out to hear a panel of five  speak
ers on the theme “ Why We 
Should Bring the Troops Home 
Now.”

The March 11 forum was the 
committee’s firs t w idely publi
cized meeting since a street ra lly  
last August which was broken up 
by an organized gang of several 
hundred Cuban counter-revolu
tionaries. (There is a large Cuban 
exile community in the area.) 
Held in the parish hall of the 
local Holy Rood Episcopal Church, 
the meeting reasserted the right 
to meet and discuss the v ita l is
sue of Vietnam in the neighbor
hood.

A  section of “ war lovers”  in 
the audience tried to prevent the 
meeting from  proceeding. Speak
ers were repeatedly interrupted 
from  the floor. Nevertheless, the 
meeting was concluded success
fu lly  and peacefully. A ll the 
speakers got a good hearing de
spite the efforts to “ jam ”  the clear 
voice of opposition to the war.

Ron Wolin, a member of the 
Veterans and Reservists CEWV, 
told of his experiences in Korea 
and why so many veterans today 
oppose this “ new Korea.”  Dr. Ot
to Nathan, the well-known econ
omist and outspoken socialist, 
touched on the deeper conflict of 
economic systems at work be
neath the surface of the war.

A lbert Hinton, speaking fo r the 
Afro-Americans Against the War 
in  Vietnam, showed dramatically 
why black Americans have no 
stake in this war. In reply to a 
charge that he was “ racist,”  he 
merely pointed to that day’s news

NEW  YORK NEW  YORK

5th Avenue Vietnam 
Peace Parade & Rally
SATURDAY. MARCH 26
PARADE: Assembles 12:30 p.m. —
91st to 94th St., Between Fifth and Madison

RALLY: 3:30 p.m. —
Central Park Mall (near 72nd St.)

rain or shine

SPEAKERS: Linus Pauling, Nobel prize winner; Donald 
Duncan, ex-Green Beret tighter; Juan Mari Bras, Puerto Rican 
independence leader; Fannie Lou Hamer, Miss. Freedom Demo
cratic Party leader; Jerry Rubin, Berkeley Vietnam Day Com
mittee.

Vietnam Peace Parade Committee
A. J. Muste, chairman

M alcolm  X  Speaks

Saunders
— a Negro captain on his way to 
Vietnam shot in  Bogalusa, La.

Felix McGowan, who was a 
M aryknoll priest in Latin  America 
fo r ten years and is now w ith  the 
Catholic Worker group in lay sta
tus, drew a parallel between U.S. 
foreign policy and a wrong a tti
tude of the church. Where the 
church once used forcible con
version to save souls from  hell, 
the U.S. government is using its 
might to stop people from  “ go
ing communist.”  Whether i t ’s a 
“ way of life ”  or a religious belief 
imposing something on another 
people is wrong, McGowan point
ed out.

Joseph Kaye, a leading member 
of the Washington Heights com
mittee and chairman of the New 
York Organizing Committee to 
Bring the Troops Home Now, 
rounded out the evening w ith  a 
clear and well-documented ac
count. He traced the real course 
of developments in south Vietnam 
since 1954 and of U.S. interven
tion there, concluding that U.S. 
forces are in violation of the sov
ereignty of Vietnam and must be 
w ithdrawn at once.

The great m ajority of the au
dience registered their support for 
the committee. Their generous 
contributions ensured that the 
costs of publicizing and holding 
the meeting would be covered. 
Several persons joined the com
mittee; others signed the mailing 
lis t or volunteered to help build 
the March 25-26 Days of Protest.

Committee m e m b e r s  were 
greatly encouraged and plan to 
step up their work in  the area. 
The meeting showed that, despite 
difficulties, and in a fa r from 
“ libera l”  neighborhood, antiwar 
forces can organize effectively 
around the open and clear de
mand “ Bring the Troops Home 
Now!”

The follow ing is excerpted from  
Malcolm X ’s last appearance on 
the airwaves — over New York 
Station WINS on Feb. 18, 1965, 
three days before he was assas
sinated. I t  was a phone-in panel 
show, Contact, conducted by Stan 
Bernard. One of the guests was an 
“ expert on extremism”  named 
Gordon Hall. This was during the 
Selma struggle led by M artin  
Luther King.

Installment 20 
THE POWDER KEG AND 

THE W ICK
Man (phoning in ) : I ’d like  to d i

rect a question to Malcolm X.
Bernard: Go ahead.
Man: I  heard him  on a news

reel say that Charlie’s enemies 
are his enemies, and this was sup
posed to refer to the white man as 
Charlie.

Malcolm: Charlie is the Ku K lu x  
Klan, and the White Citizens 
Council, and white people who 
practice discrimination and segre
gation against black people.

Man: Right. Then I ’d like  to ask 
you, something which you men
tioned about aid from Red China.

Malcolm: I ’ve never mentioned 
anything about aid from Red 
China. Ask Dr. Hall here, he’s an 
expert; I  th ink he’l l  even have to 
agree to that.

Man: This man asked you i f  the 
aid to figh t Charlie came from 
the Red Chinese, would you ac
cept it? You said from anybody.

Malcolm: Well, that doesn’t spe
cify Red China. I  said this, that 
when you’re in  the den of a wolf, 
and a fox comes along and offers 
to help you, you’l l  accept help 
from any source available against 
that wolf.

Bernard: Yeah, but they asked 
you —

Malcolm: This doesn’t  mean that 
you love foxes.

Bernard: Did they specify when 
they asked you the question 
whether they —

Malcolm: I  don’t th ink they said 
Communist China; i f  I  recall, I  
could be wrong, but I  don’t  th ink 
they specified Communist China. 
Although let me say this about 
Communist China: China is a na
tion of 700 m illion  people. Phy
sically they exist; physically they 
exist. I  don’t  go along w ith  the 
American reaction of pretending 
that 700 m illion  Chinese don’t  
exist. When I was in  A frica dur
ing the summer, everywhere I  
looked, I  saw Chinese. I t ’s only 
when I  get back to America that 
I don’t  see any Chinese. I  just don’t 
th ink i t ’s mature to pretend that 
700 m illion people don’t  exist.

Hall: That doesn’t  happen to be 
U.S. policy, to pretend that they 
don’t exist, Malcolm. You just say 
things that aren’t  so.

Malcolm: No, but I  —
Hall: The United States is well 

aware of Red China.
Malcolm: She certainly is. They 

just detonated some nuclear bombs 
over there. Plus their forces have 
the United States soldiers tied 
down in  Saigon. She’d have to be 
well aware. She has ha lf of your 
forces tied up. You’d be crazy not 
to be aware of her existence. But 
at the same time you’re try ing  to 
give the public, the people over 
here, the impression that they 
don’t  exist.

Hall: You’re just saying that; 
that’s not the case at all.

Malcolm: They’re human beings, 
just the same as you and I  are.

Bernard: You, of course, espouse 
recognition of Red China and her 
admission into the United Na
tions?

Malcolm: Many of your senators 
in Washington, D.C., espouse the 
same thing. I  th ink most intel
ligent, progressive people, who 
are up to date in their thinking, 
have fina lly  reached intellectual 
and political m aturity to the point

Excerpted from the book, Mal
colm X Speaks, with the permis
sion of Merit Publishers, 5 East 
Third St., New York, N. Y. 10003. 
Price $5.95. Copyright 1965 by 
Merit Publishers.

where they feel that when you’ve 
got that many people on this earth, 
you’d better recognize them and 
deal w ith  them as human beings, 
and then they w ill deal w ith  you 
as human beings. I f  you say you 
shouldn’t  deal w ith  them because 
they are communist, then why deal 
w ith  Russia? Or i f  you say you 
shouldn’t deal w ith  them because 
they fought United Nations forces 
in  Korea, then why deal w ith  
Tshombe? Tshombe also fought 
United Nations forces in Katanga. 
I f  you use the same yardstick to 
measure these people a ll the time, 
I  th ink you’l l  end up w ith  better 
results.

*  *  *

[Gordon H all says it  is a fact 
that there never were many Black 
Muslims.]

Malcolm: Here’s another fact 
you have to keep in  mind. There 
were never many Mau Mau. There 
never were. There were always 
more K ikuyu, more Kenyans, than 
Mau Mau.

Hall: What is this supposed to 
prove?

Malcolm: But i t  was the Mau 
Mau who brought independence to 
Kenya. And the man that was 
regarded as an extremist and a 
monster, just five years ago, Jomo 
Kenyatta, is the president of the 
Republic of Kenya today and i t  is 
this same man, who five years ago

Hall: The situation in colonial 
A frica today is not like  i t  is in  the 
United States.

Malcolm: Well, this is colonial. 
Any time you have a system, in  
1965, that w ill take children and 
let them be marched down the 
road by not the crim inal elements 
but —

Bernard: But in  numbers you 
have to draw one big analogy. In  
the United States, the Negro is 
s till a m inority. In  the United 
States. And when you are talking 
about minorities w ith in  minorities 
w ith in  minorities, and you start 
boiling i t  a ll down, you can’t 
really draw that analogy w ith  a 
colony.

Malcolm: I  say this: The Mau 
Mau was also a m inority, a m i
croscopic m inority, but it  was the 
Mau Mau who not only brought 
independence to Kenya, but —

Bernard: W ithin a vast Negro 
majority.

Malcolm: But i t  brought i t  — 
that wick. The powder keg is al
ways larger than the wick. The 
smallest thing in  the powder keg 
is the wick. You can touch the 
powder a ll day long and nothing 
happens. I t ’s the w ick that you 
touch that sets the powder off.

Bernard: I  wouldn’t want to, I 
th ink i t ’l l  blow up.

Malcolm: I t ’s the wick that you 
touch that sets the powder off. You 
go here in Harlem, and you take 
a ll these moderate Negroes that 
Dr. Hall here puts the stamp of 
approval on, and regards them as 
responsible — they don’t  explode. 
I t ’s the wick, i t ’s that small ele
ment that you refer to as national
ist and other —

Hall; You’re doing a ll you can 
to encourage it, Malcolm, w ith  
your demagogic language.

Malcolm: No, no, I  don’t  en
courage it  —

Hall: Oh, yes you do.
Malcolm: I  don’t  encourage it; 

but I ’m not going to sit here and 
pretend that i t  doesn’t exist.

Bernard: Don’t  you incite, Mal
colm? Don’t  you incite?

Malcolm: I  don’t  th ink so. How 
are you going to incite people who 
are liv ing  in  slums and ghettos? 
I t ’s the city structure that incites. 
A  city that continues to le t people 
live  in  rat-nest dens in  Harlem 
and pay higher rent in  Harlem 
than they pay downtown. This is 
what incites it. Who lets merchants 
outcharge or overcharge people 
for their groceries and their cloth
ing and other commodities in 
Harlem, while you pay less fo r i t  
downtown. This is what incites i t . 
A city that w ill not create some 
kind of employment fo r people 
who are barred from having jobs 
just because their skin is black. 
That’s what incites it. Don’t ever 
accuse a black man fo r voicing his 
resentment and dissatisfaction over 
the crim inal condition of his peo
ple as being responsible fo r inc it
ing the situation. You have to in 
dict the society that allows these 
things to exist.

Bernard: Well, in  a sense — 
Hall: We d iffe r in  many places, 

Malcolm.
Malcolm: This is another one of 

the many places where we d iffer, 
Dr. Hall.

*  *  *  

Malcolm: Any time Dr. K ing 
goes along w ith  people like  you 
— like you — you should put fo rth  
more effort to keep him  out of 
ja il. You should put fo rth  more 
effort to protect him. And you 
should put fo rth  more effort to 
protect the people who go along 
w ith  him  and display this love and 
this patience. I f  you would do 
more fo r those people and spend 
some of your time try ing  to help 
those people instead of try ing  to 
attack me, probably this country 
would be a much better place in  
which to live. You spend too much 
of your time, doctor, try ing  to in 
vestigate —

H all: I  rarely ever mention you, 
Malcolm, you’re hardly worth 
mentioning —

Malcolm: You spend too much 
of your time, doctor, running 
around try ing  to keep track of dis
satisfied black people whom you 
label as extremists —

Hall: Hardly, hardly — 
Malcolm: — whereas if  you 

would spend some of your time 
in  these places where Dr. K ing is 
fighting, then you would make 
this country a better place to live 
in.

Next w eek: A  con man?

Malcolm X 
The Man and 

His Ideas
By

George Breitman
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Many Questions Still Unanswered

Havana Trial of Cubela

HISTO RIC  SCENE. Wounded guard is rushed o ff as Havana  
students carried through unsuccessful March 13, 1957, attack oh 
Batista ’s palace. The action, in  w h ich  some 40 students gave 
th e ir  lives, was organized by the R evolutionary D irectora te  w h ich  
la te r collaborated w ith  the Ju ly  26 Movement in  ca rry ing  th rough  
the revo lu tion. Rolando Cubela Secades, now  convicted o f a t
tempted assassination o f Castro, was an early  leader o f the  Rev
o lu tionary  D irectora te  and a leading g u e rr illa  figh te r.

B y Joseph Hansen
The tr ia l of seven men, accused 

in Havana of plotting to assassi
nate Fidel Castro, came to a sw ift 
conclusion. On the opening day, 
March 7, the main defendant, Ro
lando Cubela Secades, confessed 
that he was guilty.

The follow ing day a letter from  
Fidel Castro was read, asking the 
court not to impose the death 
penalty. The prosecutor at once 
dropped his demand for death; and 
in his summation the same day 
called instead fo r th irty  years im 
prisonment. On March 10 Cubela 
and Ramon Guin Diaz were sen
tenced to tw enty-five  years each; 
Jose Gonzalez Gallarretta and A l
berto Blanco R om aic to twenty 
years each; Juan Albina Navarro 
to ten years; while  Guillermo AU-Bill

 Alvarez and Angel Herrera 
Velez were set free.

Details about the tr ia l were 
sparse in  the press outside of 
Cuba and there were self-evident 
inaccuracies as in the names of the 
defendants, thus i t  is necessary to 
await fu rther facts from  Havana 
before definitive conclusions can 
be drawn. What was reported, 
however, can only arouse grave 
reservations about the nature of 
the tr ia l which was held before 
a five-man m ilita ry tribunal.

2 Leaders Accused
Thus Agence France Press re

ported from  Havana March 1 that 
Rolando Cubela and Ramon Guin, 
two former leaders in  the guerril
la struggle that overthrew Batista, 
had been arrested the day before 
on charges of “ counterrevolution
ary activities in complicity w ith  
the American CIA.”  The charges 
were stated at length in a Cuban 
government communique issued 
March 5. The most sensational part 
was the accusation that Cubela, a 
former leader of the Revolution
ary Directorate and the top o ffi
cial leader of the Cuban student 
movement after the victory, had 
plotted w ith  the CIA to murder

(Continued from  Page 1) 
ries the ju ry  thought was essen
tia lly  correct. Dermody stuck to 
this issue — hammering away at 
Hayer’s confession, insisting that 
i t  was a lie  and that Hayer was 
a Muslim out to save his fellow 
Muslims.

The defense attorneys largely 
ignored the real issue and con
cocted instead a fantastic theory 
that Malcolm was assassinated by 
a conspiracy of his more polit
ically oriented followers who 
framed the defendants. Dermody 
had no d ifficu lty  in smashing this 
theory.

I  have no special knowledge 
as to whether or not Hayer was a 
Muslim. But i t  is clear that the 
prosecution never established that 
he was. Yet the defense did not 
hammer at that fact sufficiently 
to make i t  clear in  the minds of 
the jurors. I f  Hayer was not a 
Muslim, there was no reason to 
believe Dermody’s contention that 
Hayer’s confession was a trick  to 
save his Muslim brothers.

The defense was inadequate in 
other ways as well. A ll four of the 
lawyers fo r Butler and Johnson 
were court appointed. Though 
they are all Negroes, and apparent
ly  sympathetic to the defendants, 
they were unw illing  or unable to 
do a thorough job.

The defense attorneys always 
took fo r granted the integrity of 
the police and prosecution. They 
didn’t point out to the ju ry  how 
the police operate in selecting out 
malleable witnesses and rehears
ing their testimony u n til they re
member what they’re supposed to. 
The defense attorneys were w ill
ing to rock the boat just a little

Castro, using a high-powered rifle  
equipped w ith  telescopic sights.

Exactly one week after being 
arrested, Cubela was in  the pris
oner’s dock. I f  he had the benefit 
of legal counsel, it  was not men
tioned in the cable dispatches. 
During the four hours of the firs t 
day’s session, the feature was 
Cubela’s confession. According to 
the Associated Press, “ He tearfu lly 
pleaded fo r conviction and a death 
sentence. ‘To the w a ll!’ he cried. 
‘To be executed, that is what I 
want. I t  is justified.’ ”

Here is the report compiled 
from  various sources by the Paris 
daily Le Monde (March 9):

Confession
“ Before five hundred persons 

present in the courtroom, Rolando 
Cubela delivered an impassioned 
self-criticism. The former coman- 
dante declared that he deserved 
to be executed.

“ During his deposition, Rolando 
Cubela said that in  Madrid he had 
met the counterrevolutionary lead
er Manuel Artime, former civilian 
chief of the expedition at the Bay 
of Pigs, whom he accused of hav
ing personal ambitions and of act
ing under the instigation of the 
American government.

“ Ramon G U I, who likewise 
admitted his guilt, said that he had 
never transmitted information of 
an economic nature to the CIA. 
The other defendants accused the 
C IA  and its agents in  Madrid, as 
w ell as an attache of the United 
States embassy in the Spanish 
capital.

“  ‘I  am an unstable character, 
filled  w ith  contradictions and 
weaknesses; I  became dissolute, 
beginning w ith  the day I  aban
doned the revolution. Because of 
my own corruption, I  became an 
a lly  of the corrupted enemies of 
our people and our revolution.’

“ Pounding his chest, the former 
head of the guerrilla fighters of 
the Escambray, the leader of the 
revolutionary students, who in the 
very center of Havana killed  Ba-

but not enough to even raise the 
possibility of tu rning i t  over. They 
mentioned some of the contradic
tions in  the testimony of the pros
ecution witnesses, but omitted 
most of them and never hammered 
at the pattern of contradictions 
enough to ensure that the jurors 
understood that the witnesses were 
ly ing or  unreliable.

In  a French film  about a murder 
tr ia l I  once saw, besides the pros
ecutor who represents the state 
and the attorney who represent
ed the defendant, there was a 
th ird  attorney who represented the 
slain man. That th ird  point of 
view was what was lacking at 
this tria l. For neither the prose
cution nor the defense attorneys 
were interested in finding the 
truth  about the assassination.

Witness Not Called
For example, Reuben Francis is 

a key person whose testimony was 
necessary in  order to find out 
what happened that day. W it
nesses claimed that he had shot 
Hayer, that he w as in charge of 
organizing protection fo r Malcolm 
X, and that he had been given two 
of the murder weapons found in 
the ballroom — one of which dis
appeared. Francis is in  prison on 
the charge of shooting Hayer, and 
available to both sides, yet he was 
not called to testify.

A  great many other people who 
could have helped establish the 
tru th  about the assassination never 
Were called. A  number of eye
witness accounts of the assassina
tion appeared in the press, but the 
reporters were not subpoenaed to 
testify.

The only m ajor fact established 
at the tr ia l is that Hayer was one

tista’s chief of m ilita ry  security — 
Rolando Cubela, former coman- 
dante of the revolutionary armed 
forces, confessed everything and 
ended his profession of fa ith  w ith 
Castro’s celebrated cry, ‘Country 
or death!’

“ Referring to his interview w ith 
Mr. Fidel Castro, who, in  Jan
uary, had called him  in in order to 
try  — according to the charges — 
to get him back on the right road, 
Cubela declared ‘that he had never 
fe lt the least hate fo r Fidel, com
pletely the contrary.’

“ He cried out: ‘I  don’t under
stand why I  thought of committing 
such a foul and shameful act as 
wanting to assassinate the prime 
minister, hiding behind a window, 
using a r if le  w ith  telescopic 
sights.’

“ This astonishing self-criticism,”  
concludes the report in  Le Monde, 
“ rather surprised the foreign ob
servers, who wondered i f  Rolando 
Cubela had not been promised 
that his life  would be spared.”

Was any concrete evidence 
placed before the court to show 
that Cubela’s confession was tru th 
ful? I f  so, i t  was not included in 
the reports appearing in the fo r
eign press. March 8 issue of Le 
Monde mentioned only that in  the 
official communique issued by the 
Cuban government it  was stated 
that in a search of Cubela’s quar
ters a rifle  equipped w ith  tele
scopic sights had been found.

Unanswered Questions
Le Monde says nothing about 

any facts concerning when and 
where Cubela obtained the rifle  
equipped w ith  telescopic sights. 
Nor is anything said concerning 
the extraordinary delay in carry
ing out a p lot allegedly decided 
on in Madrid a year ago, in Feb
ruary 1965.

Many questions leap to mind 
which the court, one would think, 
would be concerned about clear
ing up. For instance, there is the 
strange parallel between the way 
in which Kennedy was assassinat
ed and the way in which the CIA,

of the assassins. Most probably he 
and his accomplices were hired 
killers.

A ll the important questions sur
rounding the assassination still 
remain to be answered:

Who ordered the assassination? 
Those who had a motive include 
E lijah Muhammad and his fo llow 
ers, right-w ing and racist organ
izations, the U.S. government and 
private agencies of the American 
ru ling class.

What role did the New York 
police play in the assassination? 
Why didn’t they provide at least 
their usual protection accorded 
Malcolm X ’s meetings regularly? 
Just a week before an attempt 
had been made on Malcolm’s life  
in  which his home was burned 
down.

Did the police knowingly protect 
one of the people involved in the 
k illin g  who was caught by the 
crowd? Reliable press reports 
stated that the police rescued two 
suspects from the audience and 
the matter has s till not been 
clarified. Was the man a police 
agent?

Were any of the witnesses at 
the tr ia l police agents or police 
informers? I t  is very like ly  that 
such agents were present at the 
assassination, but none came fo r
ward to testify.

A ll these questions remain but 
the police have no desire to pur
sue them. I t  is quite possible that 
the final responsibility fo r the 
assassination rests w ith  those who 
run this country, and that the 
police were involved at least to 
the extent of being kept from 
interfering w ith  the crime and 
from  hunting for the real killers.

together w ith  Artime, plotted w ith  
Cubela, according to the prosecu
tion, to assassinate Castro.

There is the cryptic reference to 
Castro’s calling in Cubela some
time in January (a month before 
Cubela was arrested?) for a ta lk 
in hope of getting him  straight
ened out. What was the subject 
matter of this talk? What had at
tracted Castro’s attention to Cu
bela? I f  i t  was an overt course of 
action, how did this f i t  in w ith  
a conspiracy that was presumably 
under way to assassinate Castro? 
And i f  Cubela did not feel the 
“ least hate”  fo r Fidel, why did he 
not respond at the time to the 
ta lk  w ith  the Cuban leader? 
Shouldn’t  Castro have been asked 
by the court to testify as a w it
ness on the basis of this in ter
view?

Not less important is the pat
tern of the tr ia l itself, which is 
not w ithout a certain resemblance 
to the notorious trials conducted 
at one time under Stalin. D id the 
court take this into consideration 
and seek to establish the evi
dence in such concrete detail as 
to eliminate the possibility of any
one drawing such an invidious 
parallel? Perhaps the court rec
ord w ill relieve any anxiety on this 
score, but the summary nature of 
the tr ia l does not arouse much 
expectation that this w ill prove 
to be the case.

Castro’s intervention to save the 
lives of the prisoners appears to 
have been not unexpected. Were 
there advance intimations that he 
intended to make a move of this 
kind? I f  not, how is the reaction 
of the “ foreign observers”  to Cu
bela’s confession, reported by Le 
Monde to be accounted for? What, 
specifically, caused them to have 
such an unfavorable reaction to 
Cubela’s confession? — a reaction, 
i t  should be noted, that does not 
redound to the credit of the Cuban 
government.

Castro Letter
The letter from  Castro, read, in 

the court March 8, raises questions 
itself. Here is the account pro
vided by the March 10 Le Monde, 
again compiled from Havana dis
patches:

“ In a letter addressed to the 
revolutionary tribunal, M r. Fidel 
Castro asked that the death penal
ty  should not be given the de
fendants. The prosecutor had de
manded the death penalty Tues
day [actually Monday evening] 
against four of the defendants and 
th irty  years in prison for the 
other three. In his letter the chair
man of the Cuban council de
clared that the plot was ‘one of 
the foulest and most repugnant 
acts’ that had occurred during the 
seven years of the revolutionary 
government and that the death 
penalty, particularly for Cubela 
and Gallarretta, would be a ‘severe 
and natural punishment.’ He said,

however, that ‘the revolution is 
strong,’ adding: ‘I  ask you not to 
demand the death penalty fo r any 
of the accused.’ The prosecutor as 
a result, asked the court fo r sen- 
tences of th irty  years in prison 
for the four men as well as for 
their co-defendants.

"A fte r Mr. Fidel Castro’s letter 
was read by the court, everybody 
stood up, the spectators, the 
judges, the prosecutor, the ac
cused, and applauded w ith  all 
their might. Many in  the care
fu lly  screened audience, entirely 
Communist, fe lt relieved. Rolando 
Cubela would not be executed, the 
others neither. The memory of the 
young president of the revolution
ary students had won.

Speed of Letter
“  ‘We w ill not advance by shoot

ing three or four counter-revolu
tionary Cubans,’ said M r. Fidel 
Castro in his letter. ‘Instead, le t’s 
work to make impossible the de
viations, the straying away, the 
weaknesses, a heritage of a cor
rupted society. We w ill not forget 
the mistakes committed, and in 
view of the facts grave punish
ment is warranted. Nevertheless, 
i t  is necessary to prove our capac
ity  to analyze happenings in  order 
to uproot the evils from  which we 
s till suffer: parasitism, corruption 
and egoism,' The revolution, vic
torious and strong, can afford to 
be generous.”

The speed w ith  which Castro’s 
letter was w ritten and delivered 
to the court —  to be read on the 
second day of the tr ia l — is sur
prising. On the basis of what 
evidence in  the firs t four-hour ses
sion of the court on March 7 did 
Castro come to the conclusion that 
the main defendants were guilty?

Perhaps even more surprising 
is the fact that two of the seven 
prisoners were released. The dis
patches do not indicate the reason 
for this. Was the evidence against 
them insufficient? Were they 
falsely accused? How did they 
happen to get dragged into the 
same case as Cubela and Guin?

These and sim ilar grave ques
tions about the tr ia l demand an
swers. I t  is to be hoped that these 
w ill be provided by the court rec
ord and that this w ill be published 
immediately and in  fu ll.

Socialism on Trial
By James P. Cannon

Transcript of testimony in 
first Smith Act trial
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J O H N S O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  'DELIGHTED'

Military Dictatorship in Indonesia Questions and Answers 
About Socialism

[ In  this column we w ill  t ry  to answer questions about socialism 
and capitalism. I f  you have a question you would like to see taken 
up in  this column, please send i t  in. Comments and criticism are wel
come.']

RUINS. Remains o f burned-dow n Com m unist P a rty  b u ild in g  in  
Jakarta  in  wake o f m ilita ry - in s p ire d  Indonesian rio ting .

World Outlook — In  what 
amounted to a m ilita ry  coup d’etat 
March 12, General Suharto de
posed Sukarno from  power in 
Indonesia while retaining the 
former president as a figurehead. 
According to the Jakarta radio, 
Sukarno agreed to “ transfer”  his 
powers, thus in  fact ending his 
“ life tim e”  presidency. A  victory 
parade was at once staged by the 
Indonesian army in token of its 
conquest of power. And while the 
parade was going on, General 
Suharto issued a decree in  the 
name of Sukarno banning the In 
donesian Communist Party.

The reactionary nature of the 
m ilita ry  coup d’etat could scarcely 
be made plainer. Nonetheless the 
decree cited alleged “ underground 
activities”  by the Communist Par
ty, including “ slander, aggrava
tion, threats, rumors and armed 
activity . . .”

A ll the evidence now points to 
a renewed and intensified blood 
purge in  the unhappy archipelago 
where estimates of the number of 
victims slaughtered either d irectly 
by the army or under its instiga
tion run as high as 200,000 to 
350,000.

Thus Sukarno’s desperate at
tempt to redress the balance on 
which he form erly maintained 
power appears to have come to an 
end. On Feb. 21, Sukarno, who 
already seemed to hold only a 
semblance of power, suddenly dis
missed Nasution, the general who 
seized the reins of, power on Oct. 
1 and initiated the massive w itch
hunt fo r “ Communists.”  Reports 
from  Jakarta indicated that Sukar
no had succeeded in splitting the 
generals.

W ith  at least some power back 
in  his hands, Sukarno sought to 
strengthen his le ft flank. He re
shuffled his cabinet, bringing in 
figures opposed by the generals as 
“ soft on Communism.”  Among 
them were Foreign Minister Su- 
bandrio and Minister of Basic 
Education Sumardjo.

Blood Purge
This maneuver had no chance, 

however, of finding forces on the 
le ft strong enough to counter the 
army. The Communist Party was 
shattered as an organization dur
ing the months of blood-letting. 
The top leadership was smashed, 
A id it himself having been execut
ed according to a number of 
rumors that gained in  credib ility 
as time passed. Party cadres were 
physically liquidated by the tens 
of thousands. The mass murder 
terrorized m illions of workers 
and peasants, fo r they were tota l
ly  unprepared to defend them
selves. Sukarno found nothing to 
lean on toward his left.

The generals meanwhile held a 
series of secret meetings, in  which 
they composed at least their major 
differences. One of their decisions, 
evidently was to depose Sukarno.

Moreover, they blocked Sukar
no’s efforts to bring the purge 
to end. There appears to have been 
some subsidence of the mass k il l
ings, but executions s till went on. 
In  a d d it io n , demonstrations 
against Sukarno, organized by

Peking
V S .
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reactionary student organizations 
around such slogans as getting rid  
of Subandrio and Sumardjo, were 
not opposed by the army. In  fact 
they appeared to be covertly en
couraged and even instigated by 
the officer caste.

In  face of this renewed assault, 
Sukarno gave in, and now ap
pears to have reached the fina l 
stage of his political career — 
a keeper of the rubberstamp fo r 
putting his name to decrees is
sued by the army. How long the 
generals w ill deem this to be a 
profitable game remains to be 
seen.

As for the imperialist reaction, 
this is sufficiently indicated by 
the March 13 New York Times: 
“ In  Washington the administra
tion found i t  d ifficu lt to hide its 
delight w ith  the events in Indo
nesia. Officials believed that both 
President Sukarno and the once- 
powerful Communist Party had 
taken sharp setbacks.”

W r i t i n g  from Washington, 
Times correspondent Max Frankel 
stressed the “ delight”  of the John
son administration and indicated 
that the situation in  Indonesia 
was the result of intervention in 
the internal affairs of that coun
try :

“ A fte r a long period of patient 
diplomacy designed to help the 
army trium ph over the Commun
ists, and months of prudent si
lence while M r. Sukarno appeared 
to be slipping, officials were elat
ed to find their expectations be
ing realized.”

There appeared to be hope in 
Washington that General Nasution 
would yet emerge as the new 
“ strongman”  in  Indonesia.

C IA  Active
“ The United States retained 

excellent contacts w ith  the m ili
ta ry leaders,”  Frankel revealed, 
“ even after Mr. Sukarno had re
nounced American aid and had 
begun to move against American 
information libraries, the Peace 
Corps and news correspondents.”  

Frankel added: “ The Central
Intelligence Agency was known to 
have participated in some plots 
against him  [ Sukarno]. An Amer
ican flie r  was captured by the 
Indonesians while fly ing  fo r a 
rebel group.”

Of a ll the lessons to be drawn

The Logic 
Of Marxism 

By
W illiam  F. W arde
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from  the success of the counter
revolution in Indonesia, one of 
the most obvious is Sukarno’s 
role. In 1961 he was reported to 
have told Kennedy, “ I  am the best 
bulwark in  Indonesia against 
Communism.”

CP Supported Sukarno
This was completely true. Su

karno’s greatest single success as 
a bourgeois politician was to at
tract and to hold the support of 
the Indonesian Communist Party. 
Instead of mobilizing the workers 
and peasants to take power in 
Indonesia and open up the road 
to socialism, the Indonesian Com
munist Party under D. N. A id it 
placed political confidence in Su
karno and depended on him  both 
to safeguard its own standing and 
to lead the struggle against im 
perialism and indigenous reaction.

The result was a debacle for 
the Communist Party on the scale 
of the one experienced by the 
German Communist Party w ith 
the rise of H itler.

The Kremlin, of course, shares 
responsibility for the immense de
feat in  Indonesia, fo r A id it was 
only practicing the line of “ peace
fu l coexistence”  developed by the 
Soviet bureaucracy.

Peking, too, helped pave the 
way fo r the counter-revolutionary 
victory in Indonesia. Despite the 
radical language and the many 
references to Lenin, Mao and his 
circle covered up A id it’s oppor
tunist policies i f  they did not ac
tive ly encourage them out of their 
own eagerness to please Sukarno 
as a diplomatic ally.

The end result was to weaken 
the world position of both the 
People’s Republic of China and 
the Soviet Union, not to mention 
the Democratic Republic of V iet
nam and a ll the other workers 
states. This was one of the big 
reasons fo r the “ delight”  in Wash
ington over the turn of events.

The main victims of the defeat 
in Vietnam are, of course, the 
workers and poor peasants who 
placed their confidence in the 
capacity of the Communist Party 
to lead them in a struggle fo r 
power. They had to pay w ith  one 
of the most monstrous slaughters 
of modern times fo r the illusions 
sowed by Stalin’s heirs in  Indo
nesia.

How long w ill i t  take them to 
rebuild from  the ground up, this 
time constructing a leadership 
genuinely shaped in accordance 
w ith  the principles of Leninism? 
A  precise answer cannot be given 
to this question. But that the In 
donesian workers and poor peas
ants w ill  do it, is absolutely cer
tain.

Inasmuch as most things are 
produced by labor, i t  follows that 
a ll such things of right belong to 
those whose labor has produced 
them. — Abraham Lincoln

Since you regard labor as in 
he ren tly  progressive, how  do 
you expla in  its  near-unanim ous  
support fo r  the V ie tnam  war?

In  considering this problem — 
and a ll other problems about the 
labor movement — i t  is necessary 
to distinguish between the union 
officialdom and the ordinary 
members. This is not to suggest 
that i t  is only the union officials 
who support the war. Unfortunate
ly, many rank-and-file unionists do 
too — although I  am convinced 
that there are fa r more workers 
who don’t  support the war than is 
generally realized. B u t the key 
problem is that of the union of
ficials.

Barring isolated exceptions, the 
unions today are bureaucratically 
throttled by a gang of narrow
minded, fat-headed, privilege- 
hungry parasites. They draw 
enormous salaries (anywhere from  
$25,000 up) plus expenses and, 
often, plus whatever they can 
steal. They live  like  upper-middle 
class people. Even their social lives 
are intertw ined w ith  those of the 
corporation executives against 
whom they are theoretically doing 
battle. And, not surprisingly, they 
th ink like  their corporation bud
dies. So, among other things they 
share the general pro-war view 
that prevails in  that segment of 
society.

Gov’t-Union Ties
But even more important is the 

relationship of the union bureauc
racy to the government. For the 
union bureaucrat nothing is more 
v ita l than preserving the status- 
quo in labor relations. That’s why 
he so fervently welcomes the 
government intervention which 
over the past number of decades 
has been key to the preservation 
of class stability in  this country. 
For the union jobholder, the 
government mediator is always the 
welcome alternative to a stormy 
strike that m ight somehow jeop
ardize his position. And, as long 
as a deal goes through, he isn’t  
particularly disturbed by the fact 
that w ith  such government inter
vention the workers almost in 
variably get the short end of the 
stick. The bureaucrat s till gets his.

Class peace requires social and 
political stability. That’s why he’s 
a ll fo r “ our way of life ,”  the two- 
party system and, generally, the 
Democratic Party. And — to get 
to the point —  that why he’s a ll 
fo r whatever war the government 
may happen to be waging, includ
ing the current d irty  one in V iet
nam.

Even i f  he were somehow to 
shelve his conservative, middle- 
class outlook, the union office
holder is definitely not interested 
in butting heads w ith  the em
ployers or the ir government. And 
he’s just bright enough to figure 
out that this is what opposition 
to the Vietnam war m ight mean.

Democratic Party Work
And those w ith  a somewhat 

higher I.Q. may have even fig 
ured out that in  good measure 
their fa t salaries are made pos
sible by the colonial exploitation 
which such things as the U.S. 
war in  Vietnam, are intended to 
perpetuate.

Nor is i t  a matter of simply 
going along w ith  the imperialist 
policies of the ru ling  political 
powers. The bureaucrats are active 
participants in  the carrying out of 
that policy. They do so prim arily  
through their activ ity in  the Dem
ocratic Party, where they per
form  the chore of keeping the 
workers tied to that party and to 
capitalist politics in  general. While

George Meany

the workers as a whole have 
litt le  to show fo r supporting the 
Democrats, the bureaucrats see i t  
as one more avenue fo r adding 
to the ir privileges and as essential 
fo r the ir program of maintaining 
class peace.

The Workers Pay
But, unfortunately fo r the bu

reaucrat, life  isn’t always simple. 
Wars cost money and the em
ployers expect the workers to  bear 
the b runt of that cost. That’s why 
LBJ doesn’t  have the time or 
inclination to carry out his elec
tion pledge to repeal the union- 
curbing “ right-to-work”  law. Or to 
raise the federal m inimum wage. 
And that’s why he’s so vehement 
about labor accepting his wage 
“ guidelines”  which are designed 
to freeze or cut back real wages.

This is upsetting to the bu
reaucrat because i t  makes him  
look bad in  the eyes of the work
ers. I f  he gets to look bad enough 
he m ight get bounced. So he wails 
about how i f  the President is 
going to control wages he ought 
also to control prices and profits. 
And he sputters about how maybe 
he m ight sit out the next election 
i f  the President doesn’t  stop 
breaking his promises. Some — 
like  the bureaucrats who run  the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers — 
even go so fa r as to express a 
public doubt about U.S. policy in  
Vietnam.

Stake in  War
Nevertheless, the hard reality 

is that the bureaucrats, like  the 
employers whose interests they 
really serve, have a stake in  the 
Vietnam war. But ordinary work
ers don’t  have a stake in the war, 
even though some of them may be 
brainwashed into th inking they do. 
And the fact that they don’t  is 
going to become increasingly ap
parent to them.

They w ill  see their job condi
tions deteriorate (“ Don’t  you 
know there’s a war on!” ) and they 
w ill see prices and profits soar 
while their wages are curbed. 
As the war escalates, more and 
more young workers w ill face 
the draft. They, and the older 
workers, w ill  begin to ask: Why? 
What for? The questions w ill be 
posed fa r more quickly and point
edly by the most exploited sec
tion of the labor movement — 
the Negro workers, the Puerto R i
cans, the Mexican-Americans.

The fact that a growing num
ber of Congressmen from indus
tr ia l areas are now assuming a 
half-way critica l posture toward 
the war indicates that this process 
has already begun among the 
workers. I f  i t  develops, as i t  sure
ly  w ill, the bureaucrats w ill  try  
to adapt to i t  or, more likely, get 
shoved aside. I t ’s the responsibility 
of the antiwar and socialist forces 
to help speed the day.

— H a rry  R ing
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w h ite ), and I  volunteered fo r the 
side against the V ietnam  war.

Before the debate, the kids 
said I  m ust be a communist. They 
a ll thought we were going to lose 
except m y partner, Ronald, and 
even he was a lit t le  skeptical. Our 
opposers started out by  saying, 
“ The U nited States troops had to 
f ig h t u n til they drove out the 
Communists who were invading 
V ietnam .”  I  then said, “ The Com
munists in  V ietnam  were the 
Vietnamese people and the in 
vader was the U nited States.”

Ronald said, “ The people of 
V ietnam  don’t  w an t the U nited 
States bombing the ir country. The 
people w an t th e ir freedom.”

The debate lasted fo r about 
h a lf an hour. A fte r the debate the 
vote was taken. Ronald and I  
were sure we’d lost the debate 
w ith  everyone against us. Yet, the 
vote showed tha t 23 people w ere 
opposed to the w ar and the U nited 
States in tervention, and only three 
people fo r  the w ar. The teacher 
then asked i f  anyone had a good 
solution fo r  ending the war. I  
said, “ The troops should be w ith 
draw n and le t the people estab
lish  th e ir own government.”

She said she thought tha t i t  
was the best solution.

H enry Scheer

Queens Protest Action
New Y ork, N. Y.

I  w ould lik e  to te ll about a 
demonstration held in  Queens on 
Saturday, Feb. 19, o f 200 people 
in  fro n t o f the F lush ing d ra ft 
board, w hich has one o f the re 
classified M ichigan a n ti-d ra ft 
board student demonstrators. Most 
o f the slogans and 150 signs in  a 
non-exclusion po licy were: “ B ring  
the Troops Home,”  “ W ithd raw  
from  V ietnam  Now,”  and “ End 
the W ar in  V ietnam  Now.”  O nly 
one sign was fo r negotiations.

La te r a ra lly  of 400 fo r the 
W ithdraw a l of U.S. Troops, was 
held at the John Bowne H igh 
auditorium . Speakers were Leslie 
Silberman of the Queens Com m it
tee to End the W ar in  V ietnam ; 
D r. O tto Nathan, executor of A l
bert E instein’s estate; Lev i Laud 
o f the Progressive Labor P arty ; 
Paul Booth of SDS; M. S. A rnoni, 
o f M in o rity  of One; and K e ith  
Lam bi of the Veterans and Re
servists to End the W ar in  V ie t
nam.

The ra lly  and demonstration 
were co-sponsored by the Queens 
CEWV, and Veterans and Reserv
ists EWV.

D r. Nathan said, “ We devel
oped a m ilita ry  rin g  around 
China, s tarting in  South Korea, 
Okinawa, Formosa, to Thailand 
and Burm a . . .  We are in  V ie t
nam to bu ild  a permanent m ili 
ta ry  base to make tha t ring  
around China complete.”  Tremen
dous applause greeted the fo llo w 
ing, “ Take the boys home and le t 
the Vietnamese settle the ir own 
affa irs .”

M . S. A rnon i gave a dram atic 
expose re la ting  how Johnson w il l  
come on TV  in  a special broad
cast to te ll us planes are fly in g  
at tha t moment to bomb China, 
and tha t he w il l  be s itting  down 
at Geneva w a iting  fo r the aggres
sors to come because we are a 
peace-loving nation.

John Chairet

A Criticism
B ritt, M inn.

“ I ’ve enjoyed your articles on 
“ heroic figures”  of the past, but

wish to make two c ritica l obser
vations. U sually you r articles 
about men are w ritte n  by men 
and your articles concerning wo
men are w ritte n  by women. This 
strikes me as a b it  o f male chau- 
vanism.

Also, w o rthy  as these articles 
are, I  wonder i f  they don’t  border 
on emphasizing hero worship 
among the readership. Hero w o r
ship is a petty-bourgeois concept 
w hich does not help ind iv idua ls 
understand the ir own ro le in  so
ciety. Rather, these articles could 
be educational i f  the pa rticu la r 
re lationship of these ind iv idua ls 
to society were described. This 
w ould explain w hy these in d iv id 
uals played the ro le  th a t they did. 
The M ilita n t articles do not at
tem pt to present th is relationship, 
bu t attem pt to give the im pres
sion tha t these ind iv idua ls are 
somehow unique.

M .L.

Marat/Sade
New York, N. Y.

I  should have mentioned in  m y 
rev iew  o f Peter Weiss’ p lay Mar- 
at/Sade in  the March 14 M ilita n t 
tha t the p lay is available in  pa- 
p e r b a c k  edition (A theneum  
Press, $1.95). The book is w e ll

Pot for Paratroopers? —  Dr.
Edward C. Taylor, a Princeton 
chem istry researcher, says the 
arm y is interested in  the various 
chemicals tha t can be extracted 
from  m arijuana. One reason fo r 
the ir interest is the report tha t 
a Congolese tr ib e  smokes i t  before 
going in to  battle  because i t  makes 
them fearless in  the face of gun
fire .

T hat’s a Fact — H ustling H u 
bert H um phrey offered this con
sidered judgm ent of the south 
Vietnamese guerrillas: “ The V ie t- 
cong is not an Asian version of 
the Americans fo r Democratic Ac
tion  or the libe ra l w ing  o f the 
Republican or Democratic P arty .”

Muddies Records —  The fo llo w 
ing  item  is presented s tr ic t ly  fo r 
its  news value and is in  no way 
intended as a suggested program 
of action. I t  appeared in  the Feb. 
25 Minneapolis Star and St. Paul 
Dispatch. “ E LK  RIVER, M inn. — 
B a rry  Bonhus, 20, of B ig  Lake, 
M inn., was arrested Feb. 24 after 
he walked in to  the E lk  R iver 
d ra ft board and deposited tw o 
buckets o f human excrement in to  
a f ile  cabinet containing d ra ft rec
ords —  in  protest o f his having 
been ordered to take a pre-induc
tion  physical. The youth, charged 
w ith  w il l fu l  destruction o f govern
ment property, was released on 
ba il pending tr ia l.”

Penal Sociologist — An ind ica
tion of how prisoners are treated 
in  New Y o rk  may be gleaned from  
th is  comment by Anthony P rin 
cipe, d irector o f operations fo r 
c ity  prisons, as reported by the 
M arch 10 New Y o rk  H era ld  T r ib 
une. He opined: “ V ery  few  [p r is 
oners] are in te lligen t or w e ll ad
justed, and those are mostly 
m urderers.”

Double Standard — “ A ff irm a 
tion  V ietnam ,”  the business-fi
nanced student group tha t organ-

w orth  reading whether you get 
a chance to see the p lay or not.

A rth u r  M aglin

From Joe Johnson
Houston, Texas 

I  have been r id in g  the bus now 
fo r  over a month in  the fa r  West. 
Now I  am in  Texas. On th is  tr ip  
I  am listen ing to everyone I  meet 
about the w ar in  Vietnam, and in 
th is  w ay I  have heard many peo
ple say: “ We should b ring  our 
boys home.”

On the w ay through U tah m y 
bus picked up three young men, 
one o f whom had a guitar. They 
sat in  the rear of the bus where 
I  was. They were a ll v io len tly  
opposed to the w a r and a ll three 
were fo r  getting the troops out of 
Vietnam. The man w ith  the gu ita r 
started to p lay  and we a ll started 
to sing an tiw a r songs.

A t T w in  Falls, about 200 miles 
west of Boise, Idaho, the bus 
picked up 25 A rm y  recru its  going 
to Boise. B y  th is  tim e  we had 
stopped singing, bu t the fe llow  
next to  me asked: “ I  wonder w hat 
these recru its  w ould do i f  we 
started to sing our an tiw ar songs 
again.”

So we started singing. A t  f irs t 
the recru its were s ilent —  they

ized the p ro -V ie tnam -w ar ra lly  in  
A tlan ta  last month has obtained a 
federal tax  exemption status w hich 
is o rd in a rily  granted on ly  to 
charitable and educational organ
izations. Washington colum nist 
C layton F ritchey pointed out 
M arch 3 tha t the group obtained 
the special tax  status in  a week 
where i t  no rm a lly  takes from  30 
to 90 days. He fu rth e r reports tha t 
the Washington Peace Center has 
been w a iting  fo r 18 months fo r its 
tax  exemption request to be pro
cessed. F ritchey concludes: “ Con
tr ibu tions to promote the ‘haw k’ 
position in  V ietnam  are ta x  de
ductible, bu t . . . contributions to 
support the ‘dove’ position are 
not.”

He’s Not the O nly One —  A
headline in  the New Y ork  Times 
reported: “ Escalation in  V ietnam 
is W orry ing  Thant.”

Crazy, Man! —  Eugenia Shep
pard o f the New Y ork  Herald 
Tribune  describes a young woman 
who is m aking an im pact on con
tem porary fashion: “ Look at T iger 
Morse. When she came to the door 
to say goodby yesterday she was 
w earing a sw ingy dance dress of 
m ultico lored sequins w ith  a ha lte r

neither opposed the songs nor 
jo ined us in  singing.

However, a fte r we had gone a 
hundred miles or so the recru its 
loosened up and started jok ing  
and laughing w ith  us. B u t ju s t 
outside o f Boise a fe llow  behind 
me said: “ Look out the back w in 
dow. There are tw o  cop cars fo l
low ing the bus.”

The tw o  patro l cars fo llow ed us 
to the Boise bus station. W hen 
we pulled in to  the station the cops 
were w a iting  fo r  us. M y three 
new friends and I  got o ff firs t. 
We found a line  o f cops a t the 
door. To our re lie f and puzzle
m ent they d id  no t even look a t 
us. They were there to take the  
new recru its  to  the ir new home 
in  our “ democratic arm y.”  One 
o f m y friends said, “ They don’t  
tru s t those recru its m uch!”

Joe Johnson

[Joe Johnson, contem porary 
"m an w ithou t a country,”  has 
been ordered deported fro m  his 
native U SA on the grounds tha t 
he fo rfe ited  h is citizenship by par
tic ipa ting  in  a Canadian election 
w h ile  l iv in g  in  tha t country. N ow  
the M inneapolis organizer fo r  the 
Socialist W orkers Party, he is 
cu rren tly  tou ring  the country to 
ra lly  support in  his fig h t against 
the deportation order. E d i t o r . ]

top and a back beginning below 
the waist. She had on w h ite  
rim m ed motorcycle goggles, w h ite  
boots and a m an’s w ide-brim m ed 
hat. (T  copied i t  from  the photo
graph of tha t da rling  detective 
who was shot the other day.’ ) 
Over her shoulders she ju s t hap
pened to th row  an antique Russian 
jacket o f faded red suede w ith  a 
w h ite  sheepskin lin ing .”

Expanding Agony —  Daytim e 
T V  commercials increased by a 
whopping 22 percent in  1965.

K il le r  —  Dr. E a rl B rown, a New 
Y o rk  a llergist, to ld the New Y o rk  
H era ld  T ribune  M arch 10: “ The 
a ir  has become the a lle rg is t’s pre
dom inant problem  and i t  was o f 
no consequence when I  started in  
1945. I t  started to become worse 
seven or eight years ago and in  
the last tw o or three years i t  has 
become a tremendous problem. I f  
i t  keeps up —  I  hate to  say this, 
bu t i t ’s obvious — people are going 
to get k illed , a lo t of people.”  New 
York, w hich has the foulest a ir  in  
the country, has a budget fo r  com
batting  po llu tion  of about 17 cents 
fo r each resident of the c ity.

—  H a rry  R in g

Thought for the Week
“ ‘P h ilan th ropy ’ is defined by the d ictionary as an act of service 

perform ed because of ‘ love fo r m ankind.’ W hat the United States is 
doing fo r V ietnam  is the most significant act of ph ilan th ropy extended 
by one people to another tha t we have witnessed in  our times . . . The 
whole w o rld  must inev itab ly  recognize the Am erican e ffo rt as com
p le te ly  devoid of any selfish or m ateria l interest.”  —  R igh t-w ing  col
um nist D avid Lawrence in  the Feb. 21 U.S. News & W orld Report.
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If  you are a new reader and would like to get better 
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the MILITANT
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It Was Reported in the Press

L e t t e r s  F r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s

[Th is column is an open forum  
fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep you r letters brie f. 
Where necessary they w i l l  be 
abridged. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

Vietnam Debate
Minneapolis, M inn. 

There was a debate in  my 
seventh grade geography class 
about the w a r in  V ietnam . M y 
friend, who is a Negro ( I ’m

10 Years Ago 
In  The M ilita n t
Ten thousand A lgerians dem

onstrated in  Paris, M arch 9, in  
support o f the independence rev 
o lu tion  in  the ir homeland. T he ir 
p lan was to parade before the Na
tiona l Assembly, where the M olle t 
government was demanding fu l l  
powers to p u t down the revolt. 
However, cops and troops were 
hurled  against the demonstrators, 
and 2,700 were arrested. Through
out France the day was marked 
by a surprise work-stoppage of 
A lgerian  workers tha t coincided 
w ith  a Moslem prayer day. Sev
era l hundred thousand Algerians 
live  in  the Paris region alone. 
M ost of the demonstrators were 
“ young poorly dressed workers,”  
reports H enry G in iger in  the 
M arch 10 New Y ork  Times. They 
were led “ by a young A lgerian 
woman brandishing the green and 
w h ite  n a t i o n a l i s t  flag ”  and 
“ form ed a s ilent procession six to 
e ight abreast.”

*  *  *

Algerians in  the French arm y 
are deserting continuously to the 
A lgerian  N a t i o n a l  L iberation 
A rm y  fig h tin g  in  the mountains. 
They take r if le  and am m unition 
w ith  them. A m id  the French forces 
in  A lgeria  are some 45,000 A l
gerian Moslem troops. Reporting a 
recent incident at Sebabna the 
M arch 3 Economist reports, “ These 
Moslem soldiers in  the m idst of 
battle  joined hands w ith  the guer
rillas , fire d  on th e ir French fe llow  
soldiers and departed w ith  aims 
and am m unition . . . The sergeants 
who led A lgerian  troops to the 
other side had served in  Indo
ch ina .”  According to M ichael 
C la rk ’s report in  the M arch 1 
N. Y. Times, “ French security 
forces have not ye t been able to 
w rest the in it ia t iv e  from  bands of 
nationa list rebels in festing A l
geria’s western fro n tie r.”  French 
im peria lism  has over 200,000 
troops in  A lgeria.

*  *  *

French C om m unity Party  depu
ties in  the N ational Assembly 
voted, March 13, to give Socialist 
P rem ier Guy M o lle t fu l l  m ilita ry  
powers to  try  to crush the A lgerian 
independence revolution. The 
M o lle t plan calls fo r increasing 
French troops and stepping up 
m ilita ry  operations on the one 
hand, w h ile  also try in g  to bribe 
a section of A lgerians w ith  eco
nomic “ reform s.”  The S ta lin ist 
deputies voted fo r the en tire  M ol
le t program.— M arch 19, 1956.

20 Years Ago
SALUTE TO GM STRIKERS! 

Hats o ff to the va lian t General 
Motors strikers!

In  the longest and bitterest la 
bor struggle in  Am erican history, 
a fte r 113 days o f hardship and 
battle, the GM workers have once 
again brought to its knees the 
most pow erfu l industria l corpora
tion  in  the w orld .—March 22, 
1946.
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Antiwar Fight Focus of YSA Convention
By B a rry  Sheppard

CHICAGO — Delegates and 
members of the Young Socialist 
Alliance from  nearly 20 cities met 
here over the March 4-6 week
end for the fif th  national con
vention of the YSA. The growth, 
consolidation and political devel
opment of the revolutionary so
cialist youth organization were re
flected in the reports and discus
sions. I t  was the largest YSA con
vention since the organization was 
founded in 1960.

The central focus of the delib
eration of the delegates was the 
growing movement against the 
war in Vietnam and YSA parti
cipation in  it. Lew Jones present
ed the general background to the 
antiwar movement in a report on 
the political situation in  the coun
try. The labor and Negro move
ments are s till in the main tied to 
coalition politics through their 
support to the capitalist Demo
cratic Party, he said. One of the 
major tasks of the YSA in com
batting coalition politics is 'to fight 
to w in  the new young radicals 
emerging in  the antiwar move
ment away from  coalitionism to 
opposition to the capitalist system 
and its parties.

In  a separate antiwar report and 
discussion, many of the concrete 
problems of the antiwar move
ment were gone into. Doug Jen- 
ness, who gave the report fo r the 
national executive committee, out
lined the need to build the broad
est movement possible around the 
single issue of “ Bring the troops 
home now.”  The discussion was 
very fru itfu l in bringing out the 
experiences of YSA members from 
many different cities in  helping 
to build the antiwar movement 
through broad committees against 
the war.

The organizational report was 
presented by Elizabeth Barnes. 
The report reflected the strength
ening of the organization. Recruit
ment has been increasing, and 
three new chapters were estab
lished since the last YSA conven
tion one year ago.

The YSA has had two fund 
drives per year, in addition to 
regular fund raising activities. In 
1960, the drives averaged $1,300 
each. In 1964 they were up to 
about $3,500, and the projected 
spring drive fo r 1966 is set to raise

$6,700. Since the fund drives rep
resent money collected from mem
bers, this spectacular increase is 
a reflection of the growing serious
ness and commitment of the YSA.

The circulation of the Young So
cialist now averages 5,500 copies 
per issue. Last fa ll, a combined 
Young Socialist and M ilitant sub
scription drive resulted in 1,825 
new subscriptions.

The two pamphlets the YSA 
has published on Vietnam in the 
last year sold over 20,000 copies. 
Another pamphlet, Malcolm X  
Talks to Young People, sold 1,855 
copies.

The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  report 
stressed the need for continued 
emphasis upon education. Besides 
regular classes of many types held 
by each chapter each week, many 
chapters hold more extensive sum
mer schools. The YSA aims, to 
educate its members in  the theory 
and practice of Marxism, and to 
teach them the history of the 
labor, Negro and radical move
ments.

The three major reports were 
passed unanimously after long 
but fru itfu l and down-to-earth 
discussion.

In  addition, a co-thinker in the 
Canadian socialist youth move
ment gave a report on develop
ments in that country. There were 
two very fru itfu l panel workshop 
discussions in addition to the po
litica l and organizational reports, 
one on c iv il liberties and one on 
the Negro struggle.

The convention sent a message 
of solidarity to Joe Johnson, so
cialist who faces deportation and 
is currently on a national speak
ing tour. Upon learning of A t
torney General Katzenbach’s at
tack upon the DuBois Clubs, the 
delegates sent that organization a 
message of support and offered 
YSA collaboration in the fight 
against the attack.

A  number of leading YSA mem
bers “ graduated”  at the conven
tion, and w ill now devote their 
time to work in the adult social
ist movement. Among these was 
Jack Barnes, outgoing national 
chairman. The delegates elected a 
new national committee, which 
elected Lew Jones national chair
man and Elizabeth Barnes na
tional secretary.

A T T E N T IV E  DELEGATES. Scene at Young Socialist A lliance  convention in  Chicago as delegates 
listen to organization report delivered by E lizabeth  Barnes, YS A  nationa l secretary.

YSA Parley: A  Youthful, 
Businesslike Gathering

A total of 205 delegates and 
visitors attended the convention, 
166 of them YSA members. The 
organization is a genuinely youth
fu l one. The average age of the 
regular delegates, which can be 
assumed to be somewhat higher 
than that of the membership as 
a whole, was 22. They have been 
YSA members for an average of a 
little  more than two years. Among 
the YSAers who were visitors, 
50 percent have been members 
less than a year.

A particularly heartening as
pect of the convention was the 
number of young women partic i
pating. More than a th ird  of the

Joseph Johnson on Speaking Tour

'Man Without Country’ Tells Story
B y Paul E idsv ik

MARCH 13 — Joseph Johnson, 
the Tw in Cities organizer of the 
Socialist Workers Party, fighting 
to retain his righ t of citizenship in 
the U.S., is gaining a steady 
stream of support in the wake of 
his current national tour. The 
tour, which is sponsored by the 
Committee to Oppose the Deporta
tion of Joseph Johnson, has 
brought Johnson so far to eleven 
cities, has given him  the opportu
n ity  to speak on at least twenty 
college campuses.

Johnson, a native American, has 
been charged by the U.S. Im m i
gration and Nationalities Service 
w ith  being a “ stateless”  person, 
and has been ordered deported 
from  the United States. In  1953, 
when he was a twenty-two year 
old University of Wisconsin stu
dent he le ft the U.S. because of 
apprehension over the Korean 
War and the McCarthy period. He 
returned to the U.S. in  1959 to face 
a d ra ft evasion charge, and was 
sentenced to two years in  a fed
eral prison. A fter his release from 
prison and parole he became ac
tive  in  the SWP and became its 
organizer and leading public 
spokesman in  the Twin Cities 
area.

The tour began in  February

and has brought Johnson so far 
to Denver, Seattle, the Bay Area, 
Oakland, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Tucson, Albuquerque, Austin, 
Houston, and New Orleans.

His experiences along the tour

Joseph Johnson

have been varied and interesting. 
A t Los Angeles C ity College he 
was the subject of a free speech 
controversy, when the city admin
istered college refused to let him 
speak. They fina lly  relented but 
required that his speech be given 
w ith  no publicity whatsoever. The 
Independent Socialist Club, the 
original sponsors of the meeting, 
are planning legal action to fight 
the ban.

The most surprising success 
gained by Johnson has been in the 
South and the Southwest, where 
he has consistently gotten audi
ences of upwards of 200 people, 
and where local defense commit
tees have been formed for him in 
several cities. In addition, such 
groups as the local chapters of the 
Students for a Democratic Society 
and the DuBois Clubs in A lbu
querque and several other cities 
have pledged their support

In Seattle he was a featured 
speaker in the Feb. 11 demonstra
tions against the war. In Berkeley, 
Jerry Rubin, head of the Berkeley 
Vietnam Day Committee chaired 
the meeting where he spoke. In 
Tucson and Albuquerque Johnson 
himself was instrumental in the 
formation of antiwar committees 
and in planning for the March 25- 
26 International Days of Protest.

delegates were women and a th ird 
of the members of the new na
tional committee are women. This 
represents a significant gain over 
previous young socialist move
ments.

* * *

New Yorkers attending the 
convention chartered a bus for the 
trip  and found it  a fast, efficient 
and economical method of travel. 
The bus drivers were obviously 
impressed by the group’s good 
behavior and cooperative attitude. 
By the time of the tr ip  home one 
of them, a war veteran, was read
ing Mary Alice Styron’s Young 
Socialist article about the demo
bilization demonstrations of the 
GIs at the end of World War II.

Members of the editorial staff 
of The M ilitan t attending the con
vention were gratified by the 
comments of a delegate from 
Washington, D.C. He explained 
that the Washington local was 
but six or seven months old and 
that none of its members had 
very much political experience. 
This presented problems, he said, 
in dealing w ith  opposing political 
views in the antiwar movement 
and other areas where they were 
active. However, he added, they 
had discovered that this was no 
particular problem i f  they simply 
read YSA national office com
munications w ith  care and read 
The M ilitan t thoroughly each 
week. Doing that, he said, puts 
them at least three weeks ahead 
of their opponents.

* * *
The convention was held at a 

Workmen’s Circle building which 
offered very good facilities. I t  did 
s e e m  somewhat incongruous, 
though, to see this gathering of 
young revolutionists assembled in 
a hall that represented a bygone 
generation of social democrats.

* * *
Lew Jones, new national chair

man of the YSA, reported to the 
convention on the political reso
lution submitted by the national 
committee. On taking the rostrum, 
he commented that it  was good 
to be speaking at a convention 
where the mike wasn’t about to 
be grabbed from him. The refer

ence was to last Thanksgiving’s 
antiwar convention in Washington 
where a storm erupted when a 
bureaucratic-minded c h a i r m a n  
didn’t  like what Lew was saying 
and lunged for the 'mike.

Veterans of the adult socialist 
movement who attended the con
vention were impressed and in 
spired by the high quality of the 
organization as made apparent by 
the convention proceedings. The 
YSA has succeeded in assembling 
a group of unusually dedicated 
and capable young revolutionists. 
The discussions showed the or
ganization is deeply involved in 
the antiwar movement and that 
the members are doing a firs t- 
rate job of helping to build and 
lead the movement. Particularly 
impressive was the ability of the 
delegates to grapple w ith  com
plex political problems despite 
their relatively short experience 
in the socialist movement. Per
haps most striking of a ll to the 
old timers was the businesslike 
quality of the discussions and the 
absence of hot air.

— H a rry  R ing

Lew  Jones


