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Doves Into Hawks; 
A Lesson for the 
Peace Movement 

.By Harry Ring 
JUNE 7 - The eruption of the 

Israel-Arab conflict has been ac
companied by the spectacle of a 
remarkably swift transformation 
of leading Vietnam "doves" into 
pro-Israel "hawks." 

A Washington correspondent of 
the New York Post, Mary Mc
Crory, reported June 3: "President 
Johnson is having the unwelcome 
experience of hearing all of his 
rejected rhetoric on the Far East 
coming back to him in force on 
the Middle East. Phrases like 
'commitment,' 'pledge,' 'resistance 
to aggression' are being used free
ly by his critics in the Israeli
Egyptian confrontation." 

She cites the example of Sena
tor Eugene McCarthy (D-Minn.), 
a Vietnam dove, who told a Jew
ish Memorial Day rally in Wash
ington that there could be no 
question of U.S. obligation to sup
port Israel and, "if military action 
is necessary to obtain order and 
quiet in the Middle East, that 
action should be taken by the U.S. 
in concert with other nations. Yet 
there remains, if these efforts fail, 
a clear obligation for us to fulfill 
our own commitments." 

Miss McGrory further reports 
that while Senator Robert Ken
nedy (D-N.Y.) has thus far taken 
the relatively dovish position of 
favoring dispatching a multilateral 
sea patrol to the Mideast, Senator 
Wayne Morse, a long-time critic 
on Vietnam, favors sending the 
U.S. Sixth Fleet. 

In a May 24 congressional speech 
that sounded like Mendel Rivers 
discussing Vietnam, Morse de. 
dared: 

"Nasser's record of international 
relations ... is characterized by 

trickery. Therefore any country 
that wants to protect its rights on 
the high seas ought to see to it 
that its ships, with their flags fly
ing, go through the Strait of Tiran 
now." 

The pressure on this issue has 
been so strong that even Rev. 
Martin Luther King, a leading ad
vocate of nonviolence, signed a 
bellicose advertisement which ap
peared in the June 4 New York 
Times. 

Signed by clergymen of various 
faiths, it declared in part: "Presi
dent Nasser of Egypt has initiated 
a blockade of an international 
water-way: the Straits of Tiran, 
Israel's sea lane to Africa and 
Asia ... President Johnson has 
called the blockade 'illegal and 
potentially disastrous to world 
peace.' We therefore call on the 
United States government stead
fastly to honor its commitments to 
the freedom of international wa
terways. We call on our fellow 
Americans . . . and on the ad
ministration to support the inde
pendence, integrity and freedom 
of Israel.'' -

The New York Times itself has 
been a prime example of dove 
turned hawk. 

Endorsing the charge that Egypt 
was inciting to "genocide" against 
Israel, the paper declared in a 
June 6 editorial euphemistically 
entitled "The Search for Peace": 

"In these circumstances - and 
despite the later White House 
qualifications - the State Depart
ment's description of the admini
stration's position as 'neutral' in 
'thought, word and deed' remains 
grotesque both in terms of Amer-

( Continued on Page 3) 

Gamal Abdel Nasser 

Arab Nations 
Flay U.S. for 
Colonial Role 

By Dick Roberts 

UNITED NATIONS, June 6 -
The Security Council resolution 
calling for a cease fire in the Mid
dle East without any pullback by 
Israeli troops was vigorously op
posed here this evening by Iraqi 
and Syrian representatives. Spon
sored by Washington, the mandate 
was passed unanimously when 
Moscow retreated from the posi
tion of calling for a troop pullback 
it held earlier in the day. 

The resolution called for an im
mediate cease fire and did not de
mand that Israel withdraw from 
the region already occupied on the 
Sinai Peninsula. Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Pachachi declared: "The 
cease-fire resolution ... is a com
plete surrender to Israel. 

"For two days there have been 
negotiations to see whether a 
cease-fire resolution would be 
adopted that would be accom
panied by a call for the with
drawal of forces back to the point 
from which hostilities started. 
That was not done because of the 
fact that certain states, and I 
mention the U.S. in particular, 
refused to go along with it." 

Foreign Minister Pachachi and 
Syrian Ambassador George J. 
Tomeh compared Washington's 
roles in Vietnam and the Middle 
East. They demonstrated why 
Washington could not be trusted 
in any international action, and 
exposed the Security Council's 
role as an agent of Washington's 
demands. 

"The accused in this case are 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States," Ambassador To
meh stated. "But their represen
tatives sit here in the Council as 
judges. Thus, we have the unique 
situation that I, as a plaintiff, 
must accept the answer of the ac-
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By The Editors 

The announcement early in the morning of June 5 that 
fighting had broken out on at least three fronts in the Arab 
world alarmed all of humanity. Was this part of a chain 
reaction - touched off in Vietnam - leading inevitably to a 
nuclear holocaust? 

It seemed to confirm the warning of world leaders only a 
few weeks earlier. May 1, UN Secretary General Thant de
clared: "I am afraid we are witnessing today the initial phase 
of World War 111." 

The same concern was voiced by top leaders in the 
Democratic and Republican parties. Six leading senators stated 
May 15 that Johnson's escalation of the Vietnam war could 
lead to war with the Soviet Union and China. -

Piled on top of this, the Middle East crisis gave everyone 
the feeling that war between the world powers had already 
started. This was regardless of what the actual events leading 
to the present fighting might be. 

These remain unclear. 
As in Korea, the circumstances surrounding the outbreak 

of shooting are not known. 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan declared Israeli forces had 

mounted an attack on their respective boundaries comparable 
to the 1956 invasion of the Sinai Peninsula. This was denied 
by Israel and the imperialist powers who backed the 1956 
attack. 

The crisis was placed before the UN Secretariat June 5. 
A brief meeting on that morning proved unable to resolve the 
conflict. June 6, a resolution was passed calling for a cease
fire; as of this writing, it is unclear what the effect of this 
resolution will be. 

Roots of the Conflict 

Whatever the immediate causes of the Arab-Israeli fight
ing, the truth is that its sources go back to World War II. 
The Middle E;ast is one of the many powder kegs that were 
planted in "Big Three" agreements during and shortly after 
the war. 

Locked out of the advanced capitalist nations, Jewish ref
ugees uprooted by the war were transplanted to the British 
Arab colony of Palestine. This required the displacement of 
over one million Palestine Arabs who had inhabited that area 
for centuries. 

Washington viewed the Israeli question solely from the 
standpoint of advancing its own oil interests in the Middle 
East. It backed Zionism in order to gain a foothold on the 
then predominantly British exploited sub-continent. 

Today, returns to U.S. corporations on their oil invest
ments amount to over $1 billion a year on a total invested 
capital of less than $5 billion. 

In good part, these profits were guaranteed by keeping 
the Middle East in a constant turmoil of national and race war, 
The erecting of a nation of several million Jews on a sub
continent containing 80 million Arabs could only lay the basis 
for chauvinistic war. 

These facts were clearly apparent to revolutionary so
cialists in 1947 when Washington forced the first UN proposal 
of a partition of Palestine into Arab and Jewish sectors. 

In that year, the Fourth International adopted a resolution 
urging Jewish workers not to be caught in the trap: 

"Continuance of Jewish immigration into Palestine widens 
the breach between the Jewish and Arab workers, strengthens 
the position of and prolongs the presence of British imperial
ism, and cannot but prepare the ground for the complete ex
termination of the Jewish minority when the Arab uprising 
comes in the next stage." 

The first confirmation of this prognosis was the bloody 
year-long Palestine War which followed the establishment of 
Israel in 1948. 

In 1956, the situation boiled over into a second interna
tional crisis with the Anglo-French-Israeli attack on the Sinai 
Peninsula. 

But the possibility of the current crisis developing into 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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On May 29 an historic 30-year 
fight of the United Steel Work
ers Union was won when the 
Mesta Machine Co. of West Home
stead, Pa., capitulated and recog
nized the union. 

The company finally gave in 
after a card check against the 
company payroll proved that a 
substantial majority of the work
ers were members of the USW. 

The contract between the com
pany and the union will run three 
years, its termination date to coin
cide with the ending of a forth
coming Big Steel contract (still to 
be negotiated) which, it is as
sumed, will terminate on May 27, 
1970. The current Big Steel-USW 
contract expires in Aug. 1967. The 
terms .of the Mesta contract will 
follow the lines of those arrived 
at in the current negotiations. 
Meanwhile the workers will be 
covered by the terms of the expir
ing agreement. 

The United Steel Workers first 
tried to organize the Mesta Ma
chine Co. workers in 1937. Repeat
ed attempts to sign up these work
ers were countered by company 
union-busting tactics and further 
complicated by intra-union juris
dictional fights between the Steel 
Workers and craft AFL unions. 
The latest of these attempts was 
in 1958 when a jurisdictional 
squabble between USW and the 
Molders and Foundry Workers 
(AFL-CIO) over 500 foundry 
workers resulted in both unions 
being rejected in an NLRB elec
tion. 

The union victory at the Mesta
Homestead plant of this large ma
chine-tool manufacturing co. is 
a landmark for organized labor. 
It was at Homestead, Pa. that the 
infamous Pinkertons, called in dur
ing a steel strike in 1892 against 
the Carnegie Steel Corporation, 
opened fire on strikers, killing 
several. The strike was finally 
broken when the governor called 
in the National Guard. 

* * * 
According to the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics, living costs in 
April rose 0.3 percent, the greatest 
jump in six months. According to 
the same source, more than 1 
million workers will get cost-of
living increases of about 2 cents 
per hour based on the April Con
sumer Price Index_ 

* * * 
A study conducted for the Social 

Security Administration by Dr. 

Cbe Guevara 
Vietnam and World 

Revolution 
His declaration from some

where on the guerrilla front 
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A. J. Jaffe, director of the man
power and population program at 
Columbia University has recom
mended that social security and 
railway labor pensions have auto
matic escalator provisions so that 
pensions do not fall below 75 per
cent of prevailing wages! 

Dr. Jaffe's report confirms what 
no pensioner ever doubted - that 
more than half of the 22 million 
old people who exist on social 
security pensions live in poverty. 
According to U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare 
figures, the poverty line is drawn 
at $3,000 annual income. In New 
York City, the figure is $4,000. 
The average social security pen
sion is still only $88 per month, or 
roughly $1,000 per year. 

Dr. Jaffe blames the worsening 
conditions among the nation's old 
people primarily on continual in
flation only partially offset by so
cial security benefit increases in 
1954, 1959 and 1965. 

* * * 
On June 1 the Labor Depart-

ment reported "a marked increase 
in the number of pension plans 
going out of business." Some 
20,000 workers each year for the 
past 10 years have lost their pen
sions when their employers went 
out of business. A total of 225,000 
workers have been affected by 
4,259 terminated pension plans. 

Financial difficulties were re
sponsible for dissolving only one 
out of four pension plans studied. 
Mergers, with the pension funds 
transferred to the new companies, 
accounted for the majority of the 
rest. According to the Department 
of Labor, "liability of most com
panies was limited to their con
tributions to the pension plans, so 
workers generally could not sue 
for repayment from other assets 
of the company going out of busi-
ness." 

* * * 
Six transport workers unions 

have launched an attack on the 
airline industry's strike insurance 
pact, which expires on July 10. 

The six unions include the In
ternational Ass'n. of Machinists, 
the Air Line Pilots Ass'n., the 
Flight Engineers In'tl. Ass'n., Air 
Line Dispatchers Union, the Trans
port Workers, and the Brother
hood of Railway Clerks. 

The "strike insurance pact" 
signed by all major airlines be
fore the long machinists strike in 
1966, netted the struck companies 
over $44 million from four operat
ing carriers. 

P. L. Siemiller, president of the 
Machinists, said that an applica
tion has been filed with the Civil 
Aeronautics Board asking that the 
carrier's demand for renewal of 
their antistrike pact be denied. 
Siemiller called the "line's agree
ment ... a strikebreaking device, 
which should be outlawed." He 
charged that the strike insurance 
pact "encouraged carriers to force 
a strike, delay good-faith bargain
ing and thus violates federal law 
designed to preserve airline 
peace." 

-Marvel Scholl 
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Gain Over·Jim Craw Won 
By San Francisca Painters 

SAN FRANCISCO, May 29 -
The Painters' Union (Local 4) of 
San Francisco scored a victory 
over racism this week. The victory 
was won over the mighty Golden 
Gate Bridge Authority. 

The Bridge Authority had fol
lowed an all-white hiring policy 
for painters for 28 years - since 
it was opened, in fact - until the 
Painters' Union began its battle. 

Two years ago, the Bridge Au
thority requested some new men 
from the union. Of the men sup
plied, the Bridge Authority hired 
five and turned away one-James 
Hougabook, a Negro painter. At 
that point, Hougabook and the 
union decided it was time to put 
a stop to Jim Crow on the Golden 
Gate. They went to the Fair Em
ployment Practices Commission. 

Local 4 here had been engaged 
in a struggle with the Interna
tional union over issues of union 
democracy and autonomy. One of 
the International's men on the Bay 
Area district council decided to 
help the Bridge Authority out. He 

supplied the Bridge with another 
Negro painter, Jimmie Lee Wil
kins, who had been a carwasher 
the day before. The Bridge thought 
that this move would make them 
look OK for the FEPC hearings. 

But this maneuver didn't work. 
After five months of hearings, 
Hougabook was put to work on 
the bridge. The Bridge Authority 
responded by firing Wilkins. Since 
Wilkins was now a member of 
the union, Local 4 went to bat for 
him too. Under threat of new hear
ings, the Bridge rehired Wilkins. 
Now there were two black paint
ers working on the bridge. The 
Bridge Authority began to com
pile dossiers on Wilkins and 
Hougabook, and on the shop stew
ard who had fought for them -
Paul Powell, who is white. 

On April 28, 1967, the Bridge 
fired all three men - Hougabook, 
Wilkins, and Powell. The Bridge 
said they were "incompetent." 
Wilkins had now worked on the 
bridge almost two years; Houga
b o o k had worked there 18 

A CONSISTENT RECORD. From the beginning of struggle of 
Vietnamese people for independence from French and then U.S. im
perialism, Socialist Workers Party has been in the forefront of 
movement to rally support for Vietnamese freedom fighters. Here, 
New York SWP branch held picketline in front of French consulate 
in 1947. Today, SWP is leading force in building antiwar movement 
and in pressing for demand of immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Vietnam. The Socialist Workers Party deserves your support. 
Use coupon on this page to mail in your contribution to the SWP 
today. 

Fund s~orehoard 
Branch Quota Paid Percent 
Oakland $1,200 $1,228 102 
Detroit 1,400 1,400 100 
Cleveland 1,000 1,000 100 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,200 1,101 92 
Philadelphia 500 416 83 
Boston 1,300 1,029 79 
Chicago 1,800 1,375 76 
San Diego 200 150 75 
New York 5,800 4,257 73 
St. Louis 100 62 62 
Los Angeles 4,500 1,874 41 
Allentown 135 50 37 
San Francisco 1,200 375 31 
Denver 125 35 28 
Seattle 200 50 25 
Newark 100 0 0 
General 365 135 36 

Totals through June 6 $21,000 $14,537 69 

months - and it took the Bridge 
six years to discover that Paul 
Powell was "incompetent." At a 
phony "hearing" held by the 
Bridge before the firings, the 
Painters' Union lawyers were not 
allowed to bring in testimony on 
the Bridge's long record of ra
cism. When they tried to do this, 
the Bridge Authority Terminated 
the hearing. 

The Painters' Union went to 
work to have the three men re
hired and to end racism and anti
unionism on the bridge, When the 
Bridge Authority announced that 
it was going to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary wtih a fancy luncheon 
in a downtown hotel, the union 
got together with many local lead
ers, civil rights groups, and stu
dent organizations to build a big 
demonstration outside the hotel. 

The fancy lunch - and the 
demonstration - were to be held 
May 25. Union men went to many 
campuses in the area, seeking stu
dent support for the demonstra
tion. And the student groups re
sponded. Many put out their own 
leaflets, asking students to come 
to the demonstration to support a 
union local which refused to bow 
to racism and antiunionism. 

It began to look embarrassing 
for the Bridge Authority. The day 
before the luncheon, they called 
it off. One painter suggests that 
the luncheon would have looked 
pretty pitiful, since many of the 
local "leaders" who had been in
vited decided not to go and face 
the counter-demonstration. 

A small demonstration was held 
that day on the Golden Gate 
Bridge itself. The union has strike 
sanction from the district council, 
and will continue to press the fight 
to rehire Powell, Hougabook, and 
Wilkins, and to end the undemo
cratic, antiunion practices of the 
Bridge Authority. 

N. Y. Forum Slates 
Mideast Discussion 

NEW YORK - The Mideast 
crisis will be the subject of dis
cussion at a meeting of the Mili
tant Labor Forum on Friday eve
ning, June 16, at 873 Broadway. 

The speaker will be Peter Buch, 
member of the staff of the Spring 
Mobilization Committee. Buch is 
a former left-wing Zionist. Prior 
to adhering to revolutionary so
cialism, he was an active mem
ber for four years of the Hasho
mer Hatzair, a socialist-Zionist 
youth group. 

He spent six months in Israel 
in 1951 and worked on a kibbutz, 
a cooperative farm, near Haifa. 
While there he participated in a 
leadership training seminar. Al
though he broke with Zionism a 
year later, Buch has continued to 
follow political developments in 
Israel and the Mideast. 
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.. . Arab States Flay U.S. Colonial Role 
(Continued from Page 1) 

cused who sets himself up as a 
judge." 

Tomeh continued: "No matter 
how the justification for the sup
port of the U.S. government to 
Israel is stated, the conviction 
remains with us that the U.S. pol
icy is geared and has been geared 
in the last quarter of a century ... 
to the fulfillment of the aims of 
Zionism." 

Syria, the United Arab Repub
lic, Iraq and Algeria all broke 
relations with Washington during 
the course of the day. 

It is significant of the deepen
ing hatred for U.S. imperialism on 
a world scale that the brunt of 
the Arab representatives' attack 
was delivered against Washington 
rather than Tel Aviv. 

"The U.S. government," Tomeh 
stated, "whose huge and powerful 
armies are killing the people of 
Vietnam day and night, has started 
a battle against our own people, 
the Arab people. 

of annihilation against the Arab 
people through the Tel Aviv gen
erals ... " 

Foreign Minister Pachachi un
derlined the Arab opinion of the 
Security Council mandate: 

"In this grave and solemn hour, 
you may be sure . . . that our 
people, who have been led into 
this war against their will in order 
to defend their homeland against 
Israeli aggression, will definitely 
reconsider their position. 

"It is not up to us - govern
ments come and go - but you may 
be sure that the people will never 
tolerate this abject surrender to 
Israel." 

Throughout the evening U.S. 
Ambassador Goldberg played the 
arrogant, pontifical and somewhat 
laborious role of Washington 
apologist so reminiscent of the late 
Adlai Stevenson. To say that Gold
berg lied only on several occasions 
would be a serious disservice to 
radical journalism. 

Goldberg's line, which must 
have been repeated twenty times, 
was that Washington had nothing 

to do with the Israeli attack. Not 
only that, but Washington actual
ly favored "peace" in the Middle 
East. 

How this is supposed to square 
with . the billions of dollars in ar
maments which Washington has 
poured into Israel in the last two 
decades; the belligerent cries for 
penalizing Egypt which have been 
issued in the last weeks by many 
leading Democrats and Republi
cans; Johnson's warnings to Nas
ser about the Gulf of Aqaba; his 
mobilization of the U.S. Sixth Fleet 
for attack; and Goldberg's own 
Securiy Council resolution sanc
tioning the Israeli invasion, is 
something only Goldberg could 
explain. 

At one point, it must be record
ed, the esteemed imperialist dele
gate did lose his sense of propor
tion. "'It is untenable," Goldberg 
asserted, "for members of the 
United Nations to intervene in our 
domestic affairs. 

"We would not presume to do 
that with respect to any country 
in the world." "But here and there, neither the 

Vietnamese nor the Arabs have 
committed any aggression against 
the Americans. The U.S. govern
ment, not the people, which is 
fighting a war of annihilation 
against the courageous Vietnamese 
people, through the Saigon gen
erals, is now waging the same war 

... Doves Into Hawks 

Arthur Goldberg 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ica's commitments and American 
interests in the area. Both will be 
seriously endangered if the further 
error is made of following the 
French in announcing a cut-off of 
military aid." 

Earlier, in a May 31 editorial, 
the Times made clear that its 
criticism on Vietnam had little to 
do with legality, morality, justice 
or a concern for peace. It was, 
simply put, a tactical dissent on 
how best to advance the interests 
of American capitalism. 

U.S. "Interests" 

"As the British and French were 
gradually forced out of the area 
of the Mideast following World 
War II," the paper declared, "the 
United States took their place. The 
region is now of paramount stra
tegic importance to this country, 
whereas until escalation of the 
Vietnam war Southeast Asia was 
only a marginal power factor for 
the United States ... 

"If Washington now argues that 
it cannot afford to take on two 
crucial commitments at the same 
time, it would be another good 

Phi/a. Memorial Meeting 
Held for Jol,n (l,e/strom 

PHILADELPHIA - A memorial 
meeting for John Chelstrom was 
held here on May 28. John, 24, 
was killed on May 13 in a tragic 
automobile accident involving a 
car carrying three antiwar activ
ists to the Student Mobilization 
Committee conference in Chicago. 

Speakers at the memorial meet
ing included Lew Jones, national 
chairman of the Young Socialist 
Alliance; Pearl Chertov, Phila
delphia organizer of the Socialist 
Workers Party; and John Benson, 
Philadelphia organizer of the YSA. 

John Chelstrom had been a 
member of the socialist movement 
for seven years, since he was 16 
years old. All three of the speak
ers singled out John's exceptional 
dedication to the struggle for so
cialism. 

Lew Jones explained that John 
Chelstrom had been both a close 
co-worker and a close personal 
friend, and that "his death was 
both a deep personal loss to me 
and a tragic loss to the cause of 
socialism." 

"Wben we struggle for social
ism," Lew Jones said, "we are 
striving to bring about a world in 
which more people are dedicated 

to the betterment of all - in which 
there are more John Chelstroms." 

The speakers recounted anec
dotes about John Chelstrom, the 
socialist, and John Chelstrom, the 
man whom they knew. It was re
called that John loved music, that 
he enjoyed cooking, that he was a 
quiet person who always had a 
smile or a friendly joke for every
one, that he did not enjoy moving, 
but moved twice in the past year 
when the Young Socialist Alliance 
needed someone in Detroit and 
again when he could be useful in 
Philadelphia. 

John Benson talked about John's 
dedication to the antiwar move
ment, which took up most of his 
time during the past two years. 
In 1966, John went on a tour for 
the Bring the Troops Home Now 
Newsletter to help develop and 
organize the antiwar movement. 
He was en route to an important 
antiwar meeting when he died. 

Pearl Chertov spoke of John as 
a friend and a comrade in the So
cialist Workers Party. She men
tioned that his parents have de
cided to donate his large library 
of socialist literature to the Phila
delphia branch of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

reason to say it is time to de
escalate the war in Vietnam." 

This is rather blunt talk. For 
the most part the arguments of 
the doves turned hawks have been 
couched in the more palatable 
terms that in Vietnam the U.S. 
was wrong to intervene because it 
was defending a reactionary re
gime while in the Mideast it would 
be defending a democratic, pro
gressive one against reactionary, 
feudal, anti-Semitic Arab poten
tates. 

Such arguments are designed to 
play on the response of many so
cially minded Americans, par
ticularly in the Jewish communi
ties, who mistakenly see Mideast 
relations in that light. 

Washington "Progressive"? 

It could be argued that if justice 
and progress lay on the side of 
the Israelis, the reactionary, racist 
regime in Washington would be 
the last force on earth to be relied 
on to secure its future. Wherever 
a people has moved in the direc
tion of meaningful social progress 
Washington has acted with re
markable speed to crush them. 
The very words Cuba, the Congo, 
Santo Domingo, Vietnam should 
be sufficient to make the point. 

Moreover, those who make an 
objective study of developments 
in the Mideast will find that the 
U.S. government has armed and 
financed the Israeli regime be
cause it uses it as a pawn in its 
moves to hold down the long
oppressed colonial people of the 
oil-rich Arab world. 

Hands Off the Middle East 

It is true that there are a va
riety of regimes in the Arab coun
tries and that some of them are 
reactionary. (Those are generally 
financed by U.S. and other West
ern oil companies.) But Washing
ton has no interest· in ridding the 
world of reactionary regimes. This 
is a problem for the Arab peoples. 
Americans who are genuinely con
cerned with seeing the disappear
ance of such regimes and who 
want friendly relations between 
the Arab and Israeli people can 
hope to see these things realized 
only if there is an end to the re
actionary intervention in the area 
by the U.S. and the other imperial
ist powers. 

Opposition to such intervention 
is the urgent prerequisite for con
tinuing the fight against war. The 
Mideast toda:y, like Vietnam, has 
lodged within it the time bomb 
for nuclear catastrophe. 

And, it should be plain, those 
capitalist politicians and pundits, 
like Morse or McCarthy or the 
editors of the Times, who would 
de-escalate in Vietnam only to 
escalate in the Mideast, have little 
to contribute to the cause of peace. 
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• • • The Mideast Conflict 
( Continued from Page 1) 

world war is above all true because of the Johnson adminis
tration policy in Vietnam of "victory at any cost." 

The deeper Washington sinks into the Vietnam morass, 
the greater is the threat of a world war in any international 
crisis. 

Johnson has escalated the war fundamentally because of 
the failure of Moscow and Peking to respond with effective 
defensive measures. He has pushed as long as he can get away 
with it, taking advantage of the Moscow-Peking split, and their 
inability to form a united front against imperialism. 

The Pentagon in fact expects a counterthrust. This is 
why they proceeded by stages in escalating the war. The dan
ger is that they're in so deep that even when this occurs, they 
won't be able to draw back. 

At first glance, this would seem to justify Moscow and 
Peking's present policies. Preventing World War III seems to 
hinge on their not making such a response. 

But this viewpoint is totally unrealistic. It fails to take 
account of the obvious fact that each time the workers states 
do not respond, the next Pentagon escalation is bigger and 
more dangerous. There is more and more talk of a "pre
emptive" strike - a surprise attack with nuclear bombs. 

The trouble with the Pentagon judgment is that Moscow 
and Peking are not weak. They have huge standing armies; 
Moscow has immense air power. 

And furthermore, it is unlikely that they will refrain in
definitely from defending themselves. A vigorous response by 
the Soviet Union and China, an upsurge in the co~onial revolu
tion, development of a mass antiwar movement in this coun
try - or any combination of these - could deliver a major 
blow to imperialism. 

This is one of the things Washington fears about the 
current Middle East war. It could provoke nationalization of 
the oil holdings along the lines of Nasser's seizure of the Suez 
Canal in 1956. 

The Struggle Against War 
The Mideast crisis above all points up the need for a 

general solution to the problem of war. Washington's Asia 
aggression was halted in Korea, 15 years ago, only to be re
peated on a greater scale in Vietnam today. 

The Palestine war was ended in 1949, only to be taken 
up again in 1956, and now in 1967. A temporary agreement 
to cease hostilities in the Middle East now on the basis of 
preserving capitalist interests will only postpone the date of 
a greater and more deadly conflict. 

Despite all their claims, capitalism is simply not capable 
of maintaining world peace. The capitalist system is basically 
expansionary. It has created a worldwide network of im
perialist investments which· drain the underdeveloped nations 
of natural wealth. 

That is why Washington's allies in every country of the 
underdeveloped world without exception are the dictatorial 
cliques whose rule depends on and could not exist without 
U.S. arms. 

That is why the vast majority of Washington's "aid" to 
the underdeveloped world in the last 20 years consists of 
bombs, tanks and guns. 

The underdeveloped world cannot feed its peoples so long 
as imperialist monopoly continues to extract its profits and 
protect its interests. And that fundamental impossibility is the 
source of colonial revolution. 

World War II ended inconsistently from the imperialist 
viewpoint because it left the Soviet Union intact and gave rise 
to a whole series of colonial revolutions. 

Serious opponents of war should take careful note of the 
whole pattern of history in the so-called cold war. It reveals 
the answer to war as well as its cause. The struggle for so
cialism, the struggle to end the capitalist system of private 
profit, is the struggle to end imperialist war. 

That struggle is the answer to the danger of World War 
III. So long as the advance of private interests continues to 
threaten every region of the globe, for that long will the threat 
of nuclear war continue to exist and continue to grow. 

And logically, just as the center of world imperialist power 
is in this country, so the most important battleground against 
imperialist war is in this country. It is right here that it is 
most necessary to take power from the hands of the capitalist 
rulers. They are the ones with hydrogen bombs; they are the 
ones with a program for World War III. 
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Cuba's Answer to Venezuelan Chari 
[The following is the text of a 

May 17 declaration by the Cen -
tral Committee of the Communist 
Party of Cuba.] 

As our people have been made 
aware through the dispatches pub
lished textually in our newspapers 
from all of the international news 
agencies, the lackey government of 
Venezuela, following evident in
structions from its Washington 
masters, is making every effort to 
raise a hysterical, violent, aggres
sive and warlike campaign against 
our country_ 

In terms that can only be called 
shameless, reference is made to 
naval and air blockade, ultima
tums, collective armed attack, 
economic boycott against the coun
tries that trade with Cuba, etc., 
etc. In other words, the most 
Yulgar threats and attempts to in
timidate our country are being 
employed. 

And what has aroused this par
oxysm of bellicose hysteria, blus
tering threats and unseemly shouts 
of war? 

Is it, by chance, that the "illustri
ous" governments of La'tin Amer
ica are joining together to move 
in support of the Dominican peo
ple, still under occupation by 
Yankee troops? 

Is it to demand an end to the 
occupation of the Panama Canal 
and to seek punishment for the 
massacre of the people of that 
country carried out in the recent 
past by soldiery of the United 
States? 

Vietnam? 
Is it to condemn the barbarous 

and brutal bombardments of North 
Vietnam and the genocide com
mitted against the people of South 
Vietnam? 

Is it to protest against the United 
States for the open participation 
of personnel of its "special forces" 
in the repression of the revolu
tionary movements of Latin Amer
ica and to demand the shutting 
down of the military training 
schools that have been set up by 
imperialism, in Panama and the 
United States itself, to train thou
sands of killers for the oligarchic 
armies in the technique of perse
cution and extermination of revo
lutionary fighters? 

Is it to request that the territory 
of the naval base at Guantanamo, 
from which, every now and again, 
Cuban sentinels are shot at and 
murdered, be returned to Cuba? 

Is it to condemn, even though 
tardily, the invasion at Playa 
Giron - organized by the CIA 
from bases in Nicaragua and Gua
temala - the bombardment of our 
cities by Yankee planes painted 
with Cuban insignia, the piratical 
attacks from bases ringing Cuba, 
the thousands of instances of in
filtration, dropping of arms en 
masse by air to supply counter
revolutionary bands, and all of the 
other gross violations of the same 
nature that, uninterruptedly dur
ing the last eight years, the Yankee 
imperialists have been carrying 
out against Cuba? 

Against Blookade? 
Is it to urge imperialism to im

mediately lift its criminal and 
cowardly economic blockade of a 
Latin American people, maintained 
in violation of all international and 
human norms and with the re
pugnant complicity of Latin Amer-
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ican governments, with the hon
orable exception of Mexico? 

No! These and many other acts 
of similar stripe are utterly un
important and absolutely not 
worthy of heed. 

What has incited this fury and 
this hysteria is the news of the 
presence of three Cubans, of whom 
one was killed and two arrested 
while, it is affirmed, they were 
engaged in helping a group of 
eight Venezuelan revolutionaries 
to return to their country. These 
Venezuelans were, precisely, a part 
of those who have been struggling 
for years for the liberation of their 
country from the tutelage and ex
ploitation of the Yankee mo
nopolies, ipso facto cause for their 
immediate murder when they fall 
into the hands of the Venezuelan 
regime's repressive police. And 
this, indeed, is sufficient reason 
for inciting immediate, fulminat
ing, exterminating action against 
Cuba! 

Imperialist N onns 
This is the philosophy, the con

cept of international law, morality 
and norms that the imperialists 
wish to impose on the ,vorld. 

The curious thing is that when 
these righteous men speak of war 
against Cuba they think in terms 
of a war to be waged by the 
Yankee army, navy and air force. 
That is, they think as cowards, of 
what in their judgment would be 
for the imperialists a simple and 
easy act of genocide against our 
people. This is what is behind the 
melodramatic bravado of Sr. 
Leoni. Furthermore, his statements 
contain a number of lies. None of 
the three young Cubans mentioned 
belongs to the regular army of 
Cuba. 

Antonio Briones Montoto: 27 
years old. He participated actively 
in his early youth in the resistance 
movement against Batista and 
later served the Revolution in 
many fields, but never belonged 
to the regular army of Cuba. 

Manuel Gil Castellanos: 25 years 
old. Too young to participate in 
Cuba's guerrilla fighting, neither 
did he at any time belong to the 
regular army. Like Briones, he 
served in various other revo
lutionary capacities. 

Pedro Cabrera Torres: 29 years 
old. Of farm extraction, he was in 
the army for somewhat over a year 
between 1961 and 1963, in which 
year he left that service. 

Soviet Rifles 
It is equally false that a Soviet

made rifle coming from Cuba 
could have been captured, since 
all such weapons supplied to the 
Republic of Cuba by the USSR are 
perfectly registered and controlled 
by the army's Weapons Section 
and none has been found missing. 

With regard to all of the other 
affirmations contained in the offi
cial declaration, they have been 
able to offer nothing more than 
testimony attributed to persons 
who are absolutely at the mercy 
of their jailers, whose lack of 
scruples and brutal methods are 
only too well-known. 

But there is no question here of 
our being interested in evading 
any responsibility whatsoever. 
Concerning the ends, in relation 
to Cuba, pursued by imperialism 
and its policy of repressing the 
revolutionary movement, it is un
necessary to invent any lie or to 
prove any truth. Yankee imperial
ism is a system which seeks to 
dominate the world, using the most 
draconian and ruthless methods 
for this purpose. 

This imperialism is now engaged 
in a fight to the death against the 
revolutionary movements through
out the world. Our people have 
known intimately and through suf
fering the consequences of this im
perialist design since the very day 
on which, after heroic struggle, we 
obtained, for the first time in the 
four centuries of our history, the 
right to direct our own destiny and 
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build our future. We are strug
gling and we shall continue to 
struggle without vacillation or 
compromise against that criminal 
imperialism and against all its ac
complices and lackeys. 

The nauseating OAS comedy is 
superfluous; imperialism has never 
required excuses for its crimes, 
nor does the Cuban Revolution ask 
permission or forgiveness in order 
to carry out its duties of solidarity 
with all revolutionaries of the 
world, including Venezuelan revo
lutiona"ries. Revolutionary acts 
are justified by the very existence 
of imperialism. 

The fundamental objective of 
imperialist strategy in the world 
today is very clear: to crush 
liberation movements, repressing 
them by means of the most brutal 
and violent use of its military 
power; to establish neocolonialism 
in the countries which have re
cently become independent; to 
establish absolutely privileged con
ditions throughout the world for 
its economic interests and to dom
inate all mankind through brute 
force. 

Imperialist "Right" 
To carry out its bloody policy 

of repression against the revo
lutionary liberation movements in 
underdeveloped countries, Yankee 
imperialism has attempted to 
establish for itself a peculiar right: 
the right to intervene militarily 
with its armed forces and unleash 
destructive, merciless wars against 
small, weak countries, crushing 
them one by one. With an army 
of 40,000 men, they drowned in 
blood the revolutionary movement 
in the Dominican Republic, with
out need of any pretext or agree
ment of the OAS, to which they 
only later entrusted the sorry task 
of giving its stamp of approval. 

Almost a million soldiers of dif
ferent nationalities are waging a 
genocidal war against the people 
of South Vietnam; Yankee troops 
keep South Korea and a part of 
the territory of Laos under mili
tary occupation, savagely bomb the 
territory of North Vietnam and 
the liberated zones of Laos, 
threaten Cambodia and North 
Korea with aggression and prop 

up the Protectorate of Taiwan with 
their navy. 

To carry out this villainy, mili
tary bases established on the terri
tory of numerous nations of every 
continent are being used, and 
these at times are maintained by 
active force, as in the case of the 
occupied territory of Guantanamo. 
Some of these bases, as those in 
Thailand, participated directly and 
actively in the acts of aggression. 

Imperialism internationalizes its 
repressive wars by using soldiers 
of various nationalities, as was 
done in Korea and is now being 
done in South Vietnam, where 
troops from South Korea, Thai
land, the Philippines, New Zealand 
and Australia are being used; as 
was done in the Dominican Re
public, where Brazilian, Costa 
Rican, Honduran, Nicaraguan and 
Paraguayan troops were given 
after-the-fact participation, and as 
it hopes to do with the creation, 
via the OAS, of an international 
force to be used against Cuba and 
the liberation movements of this 
continent. 

Yankee imperialism considers 
all these actions to be legitimate, 
moral; it invests itself with the 
right to practice piracy and crime 
in all corners of the world: Korea, 
Vietnam, the Congo, Laos, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic. 

No country can feel secure, be
cause tomorrow Yankee imperial
ism can unleash new aggressions 
in Korea or in Cambodia, in the 
United Arab Republic, Algeria or 
Cuba, to cite only a few examples. 

The conspiracies of the CIA and 
reactionary coups d'etat such as 
those in Brazil and Argentina in 
Latin America, Ghana in Africa, 
and Indonesia in Asia continue 
without interruption. Today the 
activities of the Yankee imperi
alists affect, directly or indirectly, 
all nations of all continents. 

Western Europe itself is being 
increasingly submitted to economic 
colonization by Yankee imperial
ism. The labor of millions of Euro
pean workers goes to increase im
perialist profits. Yankee monopoly 
capital acquires ever greater par
ticipation in many major indus
tries, and this increased par
ticipation is obtained not only 

t hr o u g h dividends receiYed 
in Europe from the exploitation 
of workers in England, France, 
Italy, Spain, Germany, Belgium, 
Holland, etc., but (as some finan
cial authorities have pointed out) 
with the banking resources of 
these countries themselves since 
their monetary holdings are, to 
a great extent, in U.S. currency, 
while the gold remains in U.S .. 
vaults. 

And in all European enterprises 
in which Yankee investments play 
a dominant role or are decisive, 
the policy of the government 
of the United States is imposed 
over and above the sovereignty 
of each country. None of these 
industrial enterprises, w h a t
ever the country in which it is 
located, accepts the sale or pur
chase of any product from coun
tries such as Korea, Vietnam, 
China or Cuba. Yankee imperial
ism has imposed its economic 
blockades and, what is more, ex
ercises every type of pressure on 
the rest of the national industries, 
threatening them with economic 
reprisals to force their participa
tion in its criminal policy. The 
same policy is followed with bank
ing and commercial and shipping 
interests. 

Yankee Objeclives 
Nor does the United States hide 

its intention to use economic rela
tions to penetrate, weaken, demor
alize, corrupt and split the socialist 
countries of Europe. Not a single 
act of Yankee international policy 
is not inspired by this morality, 
this policy, with these strategic 
objectives in mind. 

The U.S.-inspired coup d'etat in 
Greece shows that not even Europe 
escapes the schemes employed by 
Yankee imperialism in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

But it is the small, militarily 
weak countries of the so-called 
Third World which suffer the most 
brutal, aggressive and bellicose 
policies of imperialism. 

No system exists that can offer 
these peoples guarantees against 
such criminal acts. The United 
Nations itself has been totally 
unable to give these peoples the 
slightest security, and, much to 
the contrary, has in general served 
as an instrument to validate the 
crimes and villainy of Yankee 
imperialism. And it could not be 
otherwise, since it is dominated by 
the same law that imperialism has 
imposed on the world represented 
in this world organization. 

Our Policy 
This reality-above all for the 

regions of the world that suffer 
most directly and painfully the 
clutches of the imperialists, forced 
to wage a firm and decided fight 
against imperialism under the 
most difficult conditions - is 
what determines our international 
policy. 

That is why we Cuban revolu
tionaries have not subscribed to, 
nor will we subscribe to, any 
agreement concerning the cessation 
or banning of nuclear weapons, 
such as those made under the 
auspices of the United Nations, 
even though in our present stage 
of technological development thi!! 
represents only a position of prin
ciples. 

Yankee imperialists not only step 
up development of their nuclear 
armaments, but also develop at full 
speed deadly instruments for the 
waging of chemical and bacteriol
ogical warfare. What other result 
could the peoples' renunciation of 
development of their defensive 
means have but to afford the 
imperialists ideal conditions for 
terrorizing and blackmailing the 
world? 

As long as there is no system 
for the whole of humanity to offer 
all peoples, without exception, 
equal and effective guarantees of 
security, with privileges for none, 
the right of imperialist-menaced 
countries to develop their means 
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1rges of 'Intervention' 
of defense. whatever these may 
be. cannot be renounced. 

For this reason. we refuse to 
accept any United Nations inter
national force, which would only 
serve as yet another instrument of 
aggression in the hands of Yankee 
imperialists. 

For this reason, we refuse to 
recognize the right of the United 
States to dictate - as was the case 
during the October Crisis - the 
type of weapons which our coun
t.rY under constant threat of ag
g;e·ssion, may possess. Much less 
would we agree to an inspection 
of our territory, which would be 
tantamount to legalizing the right 
of aggressors to decide the weap
ons that their future victims may 
or may not possess. 

Solidarity 
For this reason, we consider it 

not only a revolutionary moral 
duty, but also a vital need of the 
peoples in today's world-in view 
of the imperialist policy of re
pression and internationalization 
of its punitive wars against all 
revolutionary movements - to en
courage and provide the fullest 
solidarity and aid to revolution
aries anywhere in the world who 
are struggling or are prepared to 
struggle against imperialism. 

Some believe that adoption of a 
consonant and resolute revolution
ary policy against imperialism 
would inexorably lead to nuclear 
conflict. Such belief presupposes 
that the Yankee imperialists are 
inclined to commit suicide. The 
Yankee imperialists are powerful, 
but they are neither invincible nor 
ready to commit suicide, and the 
road which will lead to solution 
of the conflict between the inter
ests of that imperialism and those 
of the rest of humanity, accord
ing to the laws of history, is the 
peoples' revolutionary struggle. 
Against that struggle, the imperial
ists' conventional, chemical, bac
teriological and nuclear weapons 
wiU be of no avail. 

Defeating imperialism is not the 
same as defeating the people of 
the United States, or the nation 
as such. The groups that control 
Yankee monopoly capital are a 
small minority within the United 
States. The population of the 
United States is composed, in great 
majority, of millions of workers 
employed in industry, farmers who 
till the soil, intellectuals and stu
dents. A considerable part of that 
population is made up of the 
Negro people who are struggling 
arduously for their rights. 

It is seldom taken into account 
that the people of the United 
States constitute one of the main 
victims of Yankee imperialism. It 
is they who, in large part, pay for 
the repressive, unjust wars of the 
imperialists with the sweat of 
their toil and the blood of their 
sons. 

Mauy Vietnams 
Recently the Pentagon declared 

- perhaps trying to counter the 
revolutionary watchword of Ma
jor Ernesto Guevara - that it was 
fully prepared to wage, simul
taneously, several wars similar to 
the one it wages in Vietnam. That 
is the thinking of the Pentagon, 
but it is not the thinking of U.S. 
mothers; it is not the thinking of 
t.he U.S. Negro population, de
prived of its most elementary 
rights; it is by no means what the 
workers who live by dint of their 
labor can logically think, nor the 
immense majority of U.S. students 
and youth. 

This statement by the Pentagon 
may be true as a quantitative ex
pression of total technological re
sources, but it is quite far from 
being true with reference to hu
man, moral and political resources 
- not only insofar as several Viet
nam-type wars are concerned but 
even in regard to victory in just 
one country: Vietnam. 

Such a venture would produce 

an awakening of unforeseen di
mensions in the consciousness of 
the people of the United States, for 
in today's historic process the 
peoples fighting for their liberation 
and the people of the United 
States will draw closer and closer 
together and will one day live in 
sincere peace and friendship built 
over the ruins of an imperial pol
icv that must resort to crime and 
the genocide of entire peoples as 
its only means of continued ex
istence. 

The alternative that confronts 
the peoples is: either capitulate to 
imperialism or resist and fight. To 
resist and fight in all periods of 
history has meant to face the risks 
entailed by resistance and strug
gle, as to capitulate has meant 
simply to capitulate. 

Fear aroused by nuclear black
mail does indeed lead to an in
exorable result, which is to yield 
to imperialism without resistance 
and without struggle. Thus, the 
fiction and the lie that the im
perialists are willing to commit 
suicide serves the imperialists as 
a much more effective weapon 
than their atomic arsenal. 

If we desire peace, that peace 
must extend to all people alike. 
In today's world, besieged by an 
empire whose tentacles extend to 
all continents, the concept of 
peace can be honored only if it is 
universal. In the same way, if the 
concept of peaceful coexistence 
between states with different so
cial systems does not guarantee 
the integrity, sovereignty and in
dependence of all countries alike, 
large and small, it is essentially 
opposed to the principles of pro
letarian internationalism. 

What kind of peace are the Viet
namese enjoying? What kind of 
coexistence is the United States 
practicing with that country? As 
for the men, women and children 
who die there daily, victims of 
the most modern military technol
ogy who see bombs dropping on 
their country in such quantities 
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that the figures will soon exceed 
the total weight of those dropped 
on Europe during the Second 
World War and whose accumulated 
destructive power is greater than 
that of the atomic bombs dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki -
what do the words peace, Euro. 
pean security, peaceful coexistence 
and other idyllic phrases of the 
kind mean to them? 

With all of this in mind, our 
party and our people do not shrink 
from their revolutionary respon
sibility to the world, nor will they 
shrink from combat, with all its 
consequences and sacrifices, in 
whatever form and in whatever 
field that imperialism decides to 
initiate it against us. 

We are accused of wanting to 
subvert order on this continent, 

and we, quite so, proclaim the his
toric need for the peoples to sub
vert the order established by im
perialism in Latin America and in 
the rest of the world. 

We are accused of calling for 
the revolutionary overthrow of 
established governments in Latin 
America, and we, quite so, believe 
that all oligarchic governments of 
gorillas with or without uniforms, 
servants of imperialism and ac
complices to their crimes, must be 
swept away by the revolutionary 
struggle of the peoples. We are 
accused of helping the revolution
ary movements, and we, quite so, 
are giving and will continue to 
give help to all revolutionary 
movements that struggle against 
imperialism in any part of the 
world, whenever they request it. 

We will never submit to the 
statfls quo that imperialism is at
tempting to impose on mankind, 
nor its draconian laws nor its 
huckster morality, devoid of scru
ples. Our right is the right of the 
peoples to emancipate themselves 
from exploitation and slavery, the 
right of mankind to rebel against 
the aggressions and crimes of im
perialism, the main bulwark of 
world reaction. 

Our Morality 

Our laws are those of the in
evitable revolutionary develop
ment of human society; our moral
ity is that of revolutionary com
batants, one of whose most in
violable and sacred principles in 
the world today is that of inter
national solidarity. 

In response to the threats that 
hang over our country today, our 
reply will be to redouble our de
fense efforts, without abandoning 
our arduous and increasingly suc
cessful efforts for the cultural, 
technological and economic de
velopment of our country, under 
the present conditions of economic 
blockade and, if need be, even 
under conditions of total blockade, 
for by now no force in the world 
can destroy our Revolution. 

The Yankee imperialists and all 
their accomplices in aggression 
against Cuba will have to live 
with the consequences of their ac
tions. 

It is no surprise to us that the 
corrupt, subservient and traitor
ous band that rules Venezuela 
urges an imperialist war against 
our people, since it has been at 
war against the people of Vene
zuela for the past several years, 
and its inability to crush the rev
olutionary movement explains its 
desperation. 

Today it calls for imperialist in
tervention in Cuba; tomorrow it 
will call for the direct interven
tion of "marines" in Venezuela 
itself. 

Tradition of Bolivar 

If it is true that the young 
Cuban Antonio Briones Montoto 
was killed by two bullets in the 
head and lies buried 60 meters 
from the beach in the Machurucuto 
cemetery as a result of having 
aided Venezuelan revolutionaries, 
our party and our people deeply 
support his altruistic, revolution
ary, internationalist and heroic ac
tion. To give one's life to serve 
the Venezuelan Revolution is not 
only to be true to the purest 
Marxist-Leninist conception, but is 
also to be true to the most beauti
ful tradition of Bolivar and the 
Venezuelan nation, whose sons 
fought and died for the indepen
dence of many other sister peoples 
of this continent. Bolivar hoped 
to fight one day for Cuban inde
pendence. Let those who call for 
an imperialist war against our 
country cease to invoke his name! 

There will never be war between 
the peoples of Venezuela and 
Cuba. What is decided in Washing
ton by the OAS and its master 
does not matter. 

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! 

Page Five 

Ex-GI from Fort Hood 
Asks Support to Petrick 

Pfc. Howard Petrick, a 21-year
old soldier at Ford Hood, Texas, 
who has been threatened with 
court-martial for his antiwar 
views, has received encourage
ment from his fellow Gis in his 
fight for the right of free speech 
within the Army_ Petrick is a 
member of the Young Socialist 
Alliance and the Socialist Work
ers Party. 

Petrick was told by Army au
thorities on April 1, after he re
turned from a leave, that he faced 
possible court-martial charges of 
making "disloyal statements," 
"subversion," and "creating dis
affection" with the Army. While 
he was on leave, his literature 
on the Vietnam war and other 
social problems was confiscated 
by the Army, and has not been 
returned, pending the completion 
of an investigation of him. 

Foot Hood GI 
Robert M. King was one of 

several Gis who were interrogated 
and had their lockers searched as 
part of the investigation. Since 
then, King has been discharged 
from the Army. This former GI, 
who worked with Pfc. Petrick at 
Ft Hood wrote the following 
st~tement' of support of Petrick's 
right of free speech: 

"I, Robert M. King, have known 
Howard Petrick for around seven 
months. He and I served as cooks 
for the 2nd Squadron of the 1st 
Cavalry at Ft. Hood, Texas to. 
gether until his transfer to the 
Infantry, after the Army had taken 
steps to prosecute him for sub
version, disaffection, and disloyal 
statements. I have never known 
Petrick to make any disloyal state
ments or incite any disaffection. 
I shared the same room with Pe
trick for about two months, and 
was never approached to join any 
organization or anything else. 
Howard would voice opinions on 
Vietnam and the antiwar move
ments, but he always continued 
his duties as a soldier and made 
the opinions openly to anyone who 
asked. 

"It is the right of every citizen 
and soldier, and maybe more so 
the latter, to have opinions and 
voice them in an open way. This 
is, I believe, one of the reasons we 
call this a free country, and one 
of our defense principles in Viet
nam. 

Search 
"During Howard's interrogation, 

all my possessions were searched 
and left scattered about the room. 
I asked what they - the Military 
Intelligence - were looking for, 
but I was ignored in receiving 
any answer. Not until my three
hour interrogation was I informed 
what and why it was all about. 

"The literature and reading ma
terial that was in Petrick's locker 
was always open for inspection -
of which we had many - to any 
of the inspecting officers, and it 
seemed strange that the Army had 

Another GI Convicted 
For Socialist Views 

Pvt. Andrew D. Stapp was con
victed by a U.S. Army court
martial June 1 for refusing to 
obey an order to turn over his 
antiwar and socialist literature. 

According to the Associated 
Press, the literature included 
copies of The Militant, works by 
Karl Marx and Malcolm X, and 
other radical publications. 

"I refused to let them take my 
literature," Stapp declared, "be
cause the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution guar
antees the right of all Americans 
to free speech ... [including] the 
right of revolutionary socialists to 
organize within the Army ... " 

Stapp was sentenced to a reduc
tion to the lowest pay grade, un
confined hard labor, and forfeiture 
of two.thirds of one month's pay. 

to ,vait till Petrick was away on 
a lea\'e to confiscate his belong
ings. 

"'I belieYe people in a free coun
try should be able to read what
eYer they like - it's perfectly 
legal to print it. 

"While stationed in Texas, I 
read a great deal about horse 
racing. but it is illegal for mutual 
wagering in Texas. Should this be 
a cri.me? 

"I hope the true message in this 
statement finds its way to all con
cerned, including the Military In
telligence diYision of the Army." 

In another development, the 
Minnesota Committee to End the 
War in Vietnam held a street 
meeting in support of Petrick. The 
antiwar GI had been a member 
of the Minnesota committee be
fore he was inducted into the serv
ice. 

The Committee to Defend the 
Rights of Pfc. Howard Petrick has 
published a pamphlet containing 
an interview with Petrick, and has 
issued an attractive button call
ing for defense of Petrick and free 
speech for Gis. The phamphlet 
sells for 10 cents, and the button 
for 25 cents. 

Urgently needed contributions 
can be sent to the committee at 
P.O. Box 569, Cooper Station, New 
York, N.Y. 10003. 

Capt. Levy's Trial 
Shows How Army 
Rigs "Justice" 

"When I was a young officer 
we sat through a lecture on courts
martial. The lecturer told us, 
'Look, when the command orders 
a court-martial, it wants a convic
tion. So convict.' " 

This testimony by Marine Gen
eral Lewis Puller was made at a 
court-martial in 1956, but it could 
be used with accuracy to describe 
the "justice" involved in the con
viction of Capt. Howard Levy, an 
antiwar army doctor, on June 2. 

Levy was sentenced to three 
years at hard labor for disobedi
ence and "seeking to promote dis
loya1ty" by making statements 
against the war in Vietnam. 

Levy had refused to teach Spe
cial Forces (Green Berets) his 
medical specialty, dermatology, on 
the grounds that the Special Forces 
used medicine to advance their 
role as killers in Vietnam. While 
Levy produced much evidence and 
witnesses to prove his contention, 
the trial officer or "judge" ar
bitrarily ruled against the evi
dence and instructed the court
martial to disregard it. 

The "disloyal statements" 
charge is based upon Article 134 
of the Military Code of Justice, an 
unconstitutional law that attempts 
to deny soldiers the right of free 
speech. 

When Charles Morgan, Levy's 
attorney, attempted to get Col. 
Brown, the court-martial "judge," 
to define what a "disloyal state
ment" is, Brown refused. 

The defense has begun the pro. 
cells of appealing the court-martial 
through the military courts. 
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Draws Crowd of 1,500 

L.A. Black Power Parley 
By Eleanor Broady 

LOS ANGELES - Nearly 1,500 
people attended a black power 
conference held here May 27, 28 
and 29. The conference took posi
tions overwhelmingly for inde
pendent black political action, 
against participation in the war in 
Vietnam, and for black control of 
the ghetto. The registration fee for 
each participant was $5. 

The average age of those at the 
conference, which was called the 
"Black Peoples Conference for the 
Survival of Black People in a 
White Racist Society," was about 
30, and nearly half the partici
pants were women. All whites, in
cluding the mass news media, 
were barred from the auditorium, 
and there was not a white face to 
be seen at the meeting. There was 
a preponderance of natural hair 
styling, indicating a sharp rejec
tion of white culture. 

Organizers of the meeting in
cluded the Nonviolent Action 
Committee, the Congress of Racial 
Equality, various black national
ists, and Democratic Party repre
sentatives. 

The greatest unity at the con
ference was on the question of 
total opposition to the Vietnam 
war. A number of speakers drew 
an analogy between the summer 
programs of the Johnson adminis
tration to pacify the ghettos and 
the pacification program in South 
Vietnam. 

Another central topic of discus
sion was black political action. 
State Senator Mervyn Dymally 
and Assemblyman William Greene 
spoke in favor of black people or
ganizing as a "third force." Such 
a political "force" would support 
either the Republicans or Demo
crats, maneuvering between them. 
Both speakers received a cool re
.sponse. 

Statements by Stokely Car-

HIS IDEAS LIVE. Conference 
opened with moment of silence 
in honor of Malcolm X. Ideas 
of late black leader were quoted 
by many speakers. 

michael, Rap Brown of SNCC, and 
Floyd McKissick of CORE call
ing for independent black political 
action were greeted with thun
derous applause. 

Rap Brown, the new chairman 
of SNCC, spoke about "the two 
party myth." He said that there is 
only one party, with two names -
Democrat and Republican. He 
called for "black political action 
independent of both wings of this 
one party wherever we constitute 
a majority." 

Brown also made a plea for 
blacks to read, study and become 
political - to learn to distinguish 
what the goals of a political pro
gram are, to see whether it bene
fits black people or whites. He got 

.Boston Police Violence 
Incites Ghetto Outbreak 

JUNE 7 - "The people of Rox
bury did not riot, the police did." 
'This was the comment of Boston 
Rev. James P. Breeden on the six 
days of sharp clashes between the 
black residents of Boston's Rox
bury ghetto and the cops that be
gan June 2. 

Long standing tensions came to 
a head when a group of Roxbury 
mothers organized as the Mothers 
for Adequate Welfare attempted 
to meet with city Welfare Direc
tor Daniel Cronin June 2 to de
mand needed reforms in Boston's 
welfare system. When Cronin re
fused to see them they staged a 
sit-in at the Grove Hall welfare 
office. The mothers chained the 
doors closed, vowing · to remain in 
the building until officials would 
hear their greivances. 

The cops were called in en 
masse and broke into the building. 
The Boston Globe reports "sec
onds later a woman appeared at 
the window screaming, 'They're 
beating our people on the head 
with sticks.' " 

A large crowd of black youth 
who had gathered outside report
edly ran into the building when 
they h:eard this cry. Inside, they 
too were attacked by the police. 

Demonstrations b r o k e out 
throughout the Roxbury area. UPI 
reported June 2 that "The police 
set up a command post in a foot
ball stadium for the distribution 
of riot guns, bayonets and riot 
clubs to men called in from other 
divisions. 

"By midnight 100 policemen had 
passed through the assembly point 
and were taken into the trouble 
area in groups of 10 or 12." 

The Boston Globe announced on 
J"une 3 that "Under the plans, 
1,700 Boston policemen were 

called back to duty within an 
hour.'' 

By Sunday 159 arrests had been 
made in the ghetto. Rocks and 
bottles were thrown at police cars 
and fires broke out here and there 
in the ghetto area. Riot-helmeted 
cops moved down Blue Hill Ave
nue like a conquering army. 

A number of black leaders were 
arrested in the course of the 
"riot." Thomas Atkins, vice chair
man of the Boston NAACP, was 
among those arrested. He said "I 
ha:ve never witnessed such a dis
gusting and stupid display of of
ficialdom." The Boston Globe re
ported that Atkins' nose was cut 
and one lens of his eyeglasses was 
missing when he was released 
from the Dudley St. police sta
tion. 

Rev. James P. Breeden de
scribed the beginning of the 
"riot" at the welfare center: "The 
policemen inside the building 
roughed up the mothers, and 
those who arrived on the scene 
in helmets and wielding night
sticks panicked and began laying 
into bystanders." 

The Mothers for Adequate Wel
fare have insisted that the city 
meet their demands for reform of 
the welfare procedures as a neces
sary prerequisite to restoring peace 
in the ghetto. 

Their demands include the re
moval of Daniel J. Cronin, the 
welfare director; no denial of aid 
"based on hearsay evidence or 
malicious gossip"; the availability 
of welfare workers every morn
ing, not just one day a week; 
treatment of welfare clients as 
equal human beings; and appoint
ment of mothers on welfare to all 
policy-making boards of the Wel
fare Department. 

a standing ovation after his talk 
which ended with the slogan, 
"Hell No! We Won't Go!" 

A tremendous cheering ovation 
greeted Stokely Carmichael when 
he stepped up to the podium. Car
michael advocated black political 
parties for the South where there 
are counties which are pre
dominately black. 

For the North, he called for 
black control of the ghetto, in
cluding the educational system 
and the police and fire depart
ments. He said that profits made 
from businesses in the ghetto by 
those living outside should be used 
to develop social programs for 
black people. 

Carmichael took to task those 
black leaders so quick to label 
rebellious youth as "looters," and 
who never speak out against rent 
gougers and sharp businessmen 
who fatten on the blood of black 
people. 

He scoffed at the summer plans 
of Los Angeles Mayor Sam Yorty 
and other big city mayors. "If 
there are ghetto explosions," he 
warned, "don't accept the rational
izations about 'outside agitators' 
or 'communists' that will be used 
by the government and some black 
leaders." He said, "conditions of 
the ghetto breed these activities." 

Many speakers attacked the dis
torted anti-black textbooks used 
in the public schools. The point 
was made that education is de
signed to perpetuate the present 
system and that black people and 
other non-whites in the ghetto 
must control the educational sys
tem so as to provide the type of 
education that meets the needs of 
the ghetto. 

Floyd McKissick, national direc
tor of CORE, stressed the need for 
independent black political move
ments to control the ghettos. Mc
Kissick spoke of Muhammad Ali's 
refusal to enter the Army. "People 
all over the world support his 
stand against the war," McKissick 
said, and the crowd rose to its 
feet with a roar of approval. 

Rev. James Bevel, national di
rector of the Spring Mobilization 
Committee, spoke for more than 
two hours. Bevel said that the war 
in Vietnam is being carried out by 
an arrogant white racist imperial
ist government, a government that 
"has never had an honorable treaty 
with a non-white government.'' He 
said, "The present war is the end 
result of the policies of a racist 
government that must continually 
search for new pockets of ex
ploitation, natural resources and 
cheap labor." Bevel ridiculed the 
reasons given by the government 
for its presence in Vietnam. He 
asked the audience, "Do you be
lieve the U.S. is in Vietnam to 
protect those people's democratic 
right?" The crowd roared, "No!" 

"Are we going to support this 
war?" 

"No!" 
Among the many other featured 

conference speakers were Julian 
Bond, black member of the Geor
gia House of Representatives, and 
Ron Karenga of the Los Angeles 
ghetto organization, "US." Karen
ga came out for the "third force" 
concept. 

Ambassador Nabrwera from 
Kenya also spoke, urging Afro
Americans to give all possible sup
port to the struggles in Africa, 
particularly those in South Africa. 
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Some 150 black Democratic 
Party office holders went to Wash
ington June 4 for a conference to 
rally support for President John
son. The meeting, called by the 
Democratic national committee, 
was the first of its kind. 

The June 1 New York Post out
lined the reasons why the confer
ence was called. The Post article 
said, "Implicit in the meeting -
first of its kind - is the recogni
tion that President Johnson faces 
serious problems in holding the 
overwhelming share of the Negro 
vote he received in 1964." 

The Post points out that, "Prom
inent Negroes from 'black power' 
advocate Stokely Carmichael to 
Rev. Martin Luther King have 
criticized the administration for 
its Vietnam war policies and its 
alleged failings in the area of 
civil rights. There has been scat
tered talk of a Negro-led third 
party.'' 

* * * 
The Census Bureau reports that 

black people now make up 11 per
cent of the population. In 1960, 
according to bureau statistics, 
Afro-Americans were 10.5 percent. 

* * * 
Five Texas Southern University 

students have been indicted in 
Houston for the slaying of a patrol
man during the police assault on 
a student dormitory May 17. 

District Attorney Carol Vance 
said that the students were not 
being accused of the shootings, but 
of starting the violence that led to 
the death. But, the actual indict
ment says that the students, "did 
then and there voluntarily and 
with malice aforethought kill 
Louis Raymond Kuba by shooting 
him with a gun." 

Three of the students are still 
in jail and two have been re
leased on $10,000 bond. 

In the aftermath of the police 
assault 25 Texas Southern Uni
versity students have been sus
pended or expelled from Texas 
Southern University. 

* * * 
A pro-war march was staged in 

Atlanta June 4 by members and 
friends of the Ku Klux Klan. 
Many of the marchers were hood
ed. When they entered a black sec
tion of the city, teenage youths 
stood on the sidelines jeering and 
laughing. 

The demonstrators marched to 
city hall where they denounced 
the "communists" in the city gov
ernment as well as participants on 
an antiwar demonstration held in 
Atlanta at the same time. 

* * * 
Speakers at a recent New York 

Negro Teachers Association meet
ing took the position that integra
tion is no longer an important 
goal. Herbert Ottley, a leader of 
Youth in Action, the Bedford 
Stuyvesant antipoverty organiza
tion, said, "the emphasis now is 
simply on an education, not on 
moving students to other schools 
to get results." 

The association, which repre
sents half of the city's 4,800 Afro-
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American teachers, called for a 
course in African history to be 
added to the school curriculum. 

* * * 
In the wake of Muhammad Ali's 

complaint about discrimination on 
draft boards, Kentucky now plans 
to give Afro-Americans more rep
resentation on the boards. At pres
ent only two of the 690 local draft 
board members are black. 

* * * 
Thomas Wansley of Lynchburg, 

Va., has been fighting for five 
years against a frame-up for rape 
and robbery of $1.37. On June 5 
he was convicted and sentenced to 
two life terms in prison. The 
judge made a decision to make the 
life terms "consecutive" rather 
than "concurrent.'' This means 
that Wansley will not be able to 
apply for parole for 30 years. 

Wansley has been in jail with
out bail since Dec. 8, 1962, when 
he was 17 years old, and has been 
through the ordeal of a series of 
trials. His case has become well
known over the five years since 
he was first arrested and people 
from around the country have 
rallied to his defense. 

One of the biggest issues in the 
case has been the "trial by news
paper" in the racist Lynchburg 
press. At the second trial the de
fense spent two days showing how 
prospective jurors were influenced 
by newspaper charges that Wans
ley is guilty and that one of his 
lawyers was a communist. 

* * * 
The dynamic jazz of Charles 

Lloyd was too much for the Soviet 
officials running a Moscow jazz 
festival held this May. They re
fused to let the Charles Lloyd 
quartet play for the first three 
days of the festival. Only after a 
clamor from the participants and 
Lloyd's refusal to play before a 
"limited audience" of festival or
ganizers did the officials relent 
and allow a public appearance. 
The quartet received wild applause 
from Soviet jazz fans who were 
getting their first taste of the 
music of the '60s. 

-Elizabeth Bames 
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[This column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on wbjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessa1"Y they wm be 
abridged. Writers' initials will be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for uae.] 

Ultra-Left Upmanship 
New York, N. Y. 

The current generation of ultra
leftists seem to be working over
time to justify Lenin's description 
of ultra-leftism as "infantile." 
Some ultra-leftist grouplets engage 
in hot competition to see which 
can concoct the most way-out psy
chedelic leftish slogans. 

"Betcha anything twice my slo· 
gan is more radical than what you 
got. Lookit my slogan: 'Victory 
for the NLF! ! Let the Vietcong 
drive the Gis into the sea!!!' Try 
and top that." 

"Yeh, sez you Betcha a million 
zillion dollars my slogan is more 
rrrevolutionary than yours. Lookit 
my slogan: 'Soviet H-bombs for 
North Vietnam's defense!!!'" 

"That ain't nothing. Lookit my 
slogan: 'The Soviet revisionists 
and the American imperialists are 
two sides of the same coin. We'll 
have nothing to do with either of 
them!!!' Nothing could be more 
rrrrrevolutionary than that." 

The most this pathetic petty
bourgeois "left" verbiage could 
produce is a howling cheering sec
tion of do-nothing spectators foam
ing at the mouth - not exactly 
what the embattled Vietnamese 
need most for allies. These "slo
gans" are not geared to raising the 
level of understanding and par
ticipation in antiwar activity of 
any sector of the American pop
ulation, but appear to be designed 
solely for autistic self-gratification. 

R. D. 
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DETROIT 
RECENT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

IN CUBA. Speaker, Harry Ring, staff 
writer, The Militant. Friday, June 16, 8 
p.m. Debs H11II. 3737 Woodward. Ausp, 
Friday Night Socialist Forum. 

• LOS ANGELES 
FIRST-HAND REPORT FROM STOCK

HOLM WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL 
Speaker: Atty. Sam Rosenwein. Fri., June 
16, 8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 4th St. Contrib. $1. 
students, 35 cents. Ausp. Militant Labor 
Forum. 

• NEW YORK 
THE MIDEAST CRISIS - A Back

ground Analysis. Speaker: Peter Buch, 
Fri., June 16, 8:30 p.m. 873 Broadway at 
I 8th St. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum. 

War Danger 
Houston, Texas 

Enclosed is $3 for a subscrip
tion to The Militant. I subscribed 
years ago but dropped my sub
scription because of personal and 
financial reasons. However the 
rapid flow of contemporary events 
toward World War III makes my 
need for new contact with the 
meaningful left all the more acute. 
Even as I write, events in the 
Middle East or in Vietnam may 
have already sparked the begin
ing of the war. 

E. L. 
Funny Socialist? 

Berkeley, Calif. 
Just want to let you know how 

much I enjoy The Militant, espe
cially Harry Ring's "It Was Re
ported in the Press." Harry's col
umn just goes to show that even 
socialists have a sense of humor. 

R, C. 
P.S. Please renew my subscrip

tion. 

Anarchy in Delaware? 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

While driving down the street 
the other day I spotted a car with 
a Delaware license plate. Written 
quite plainly across the plate in 
big, bold letters was the unpunc
tuated slogan: "Stop State Law." 

Is Delaware, the first state in 
the Union, also the most progres
sive one? 

R. L. 

Veteran Antiwar Fighter 
Lancaster, Calif. 

Much as I would like to help 
financially, and to get the paper 
out to others, I am not situated 
so as to be able to do so. But I 
must at least say the contents are 
truly great and I read every word 
of it even though I am swamped 
with literature - mostly antiwar, 
of course. 

I'm not a youth nor a new
comer in the peace movement hav
ing been at it for about 30 years 
and doing everything possible for 
me to do. Do not belong to any 
organization except by correspon
dence. Living in an isolated area 
and far as I know there are just 
a few Unitarians in Lancaster who 
maintain a church society. Though 
I'm with them in thought I do 
not attend their affairs as I be
lieve it better to use my time 
otherwise. Speak to strangers, giv
ing antiwar education material to 
those who will accept, every time 
there is opportunity. Write letters, 
mail out literature and support 
as best I can many peace publica
tions and organizations: those who 
are doing worthwhile peace work. 
Many do not. 

Yes, your paper is good and it 
contained some news items that 
hadn't reached me previously. 
Especially interested in articles on 
Cuba, Vietnam, bring the troops 
home now, the Mobilization effort, 
students in France, the Howard 
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Petrick case, what the YSA is 
doing and more. It is indeed re
gretful that the many peace OT· 

ganizations are not united in one 
so as to become a great working 
force. 

The time to work effectively 
against the war may be short as 
there is a possibility that the 
Establishment may at any time de
clare a National Emergency there
by putting an end to any antiwar 
activity. Of course that means 
complete fascism. The madmen in 
Washington are becoming more 
and more desperate and there is 
no limit to the fiendish action they 
may impose on all of us. What 
then can we do? 

P.G. 

Teamsters' Negotiations 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

The negotiations between the 
Teamsters Union and the trucking 
industry provide an excellent ex• 
ample of how "labor fakers" cir
cumvent the more conscious, dedi
cated and militant unionists. 

The first special meeting here 
was called to act upon the original 
"negotiated" offer. The brothers in 
my local, as well as the leader
ship, were overwhelmingly op
posed to accepting the offer and 
the negotiators were provided 
with strike· authorization. 

The second meeting called to 
consider the new offer went pretty 
much the same as the first, and 
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Thought for the Week 
"But I do wish to state that it is untenable for members of the 

United Nations to intervene in our domestic affairs. We would not 
presume to do that with respect to any country in the warld." -
Arthur Goldberg, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, June 6, '67. 

the offer was rejected by the mem
bership with the urging of the lo
cal leadership by a vote of 125 to 
three. Reports from locals through
out the nation indicated the same 
overwhelming rejection. 

It was at this juncture that the -
International, under the leadership 
of the executive vice president, 
Frank Fitzsimmons, started play
ing games. 

Fitzsimmons had already recom
mended acceptance of the truck
ers' offer, which was only 10 cents 
more than the previous one that 
the membership had so overs 
whelmingly rejected. 

He then proceeded to hold a 
press conference a few days after 
the second vote, at which he 
claimed that the votes were run
ning well in favor of acceptance! 

This trial balloon apparently got 
a negative reaction from the locals 
around the country because it was 
shortly thereafter that he' called 
for a secret ballot by mail. 

The nationwide secret ballot by 
mail of course just about guar
anteed the acceptance of this con
tract, which provides raises of 

about an. average of three percen11 
a year for three years. 

This three percent is chicken 
feed when compared with the 
profits of the top 500 corporations 
which have been increasing each 
year since 1958 by leaps and 
bounds, culminating with a 16.1 
percent increase in 1965, which 
was the seventh consecutive "best 
year ever." 

The ballot by mail brings into 
play the vast majority of the mem
bership who are apathetic, un
interested, unaware of the issues 
and in many cases tend to be anti
union as a result of years of pro
pagandizing by the capitalist 
owned press, radio and TV. 

Thus, the International will 
probably get the acceptance they 
wanted from this passive section 
of the membership. 

If this majority has become 
more conscious and rejects the 
contract, which is a remote pos
sibility, it can still be crammed 
down the members' throats be
cause the Labor Department is 
doing j:he "counting." · 

Hal Morgan 

It Was Reported • ID 1,he Press 
In Slow Motion? - W ABC-TV 

will show the film "Psycho" next 
month but put a limit on its more 
lurid aspects. A spokesman said 
that the scene showing a woman 
being stabbed in a shower would 
be cut down somewhat "to show 
possibly three stabs instead of the 
entire 12.'' 

Progress in Wasteland - The 
Admiral Corporation is withdraw
ing its advertising from television 
in protest against the poor qual
ity of network programs. A com
pany spokesman said he felt they 
could move their products better 
with newspaper advertising. 

Non-Conformist-Leslie Worth
ington, president of U.S. Steel, 
takes a nonconformist view of our 
free-enterprise system which 
everyone knows is based on un
fettered individual initiative as 
contrasted to a "regimented" so
cialist order. Worthington told 
graduates at Elmhurst College in 
Chicago that if they want to "cre
ate efficiently" they must "em
brace conformity." 

Economic Forecast UAW 
President Walter Reuther says 
that "in 20 years or so," auto 
workers will be knocking down 
$35,000 to $40,000 a year. Given 
the same ratio of advancement this 
means that Walter, who currently 
draws $28,750, will be in the 
$175,000 bracket. 

Fashion Note - French cloth
ing designers are preparing to in
vade the U.S. children's dress mar
ket. The items will be a bit more 
sophisticated than usual, one 
manufacturer reports, but still 
quite simple and wearable. "Chil
dren," she explained, "don't have 
much to conceal. The dresses don't 
have to have too much fabric and 
don't look contrived." The sim
plicity of design and limited use 
of material means you'll be able 
to pick up a swinging Parisian 

. tiny tot design for $12 to $20. 
New Demoora.cy - The military 

dictatorship in Argentina says it 
will use the press and public
opinion polls as a substitute for 
such things as the recently dis
solved Congress and banned polit
ical parties. Commenting on the 
concern that the government 
w o u 1 d manipulate controlled 

public media, a spokesman for the 
dictatorship said such control was 
necessary because "if we don't 
make that communication then we 
will have a totalitarian regime .. .'' 

A Cana.rd - The press secre
tary to Claude Kirk, high-flying 
governor of Florida, denied a press 
report that the governor is run
ning up bills with local liquor 
stores. All such bills, he stated, 
are being paid promptly. Now we 
suppose that someone will assert 
that this explains what happened 
to the $90,000 the governor was 
queried about last week. A post
campaign contribution by busi
nessmen, it was reported that the 
cash had gone into the governor's 
personal bank account. 

Good Question - A black par
ticipant in a Los Angeles antiwar 
demonstration carried a placard 
with the query: "Are You Bomb
ing With Me Jesus?" 

Gut View - Explaining that 
pornography is not a serious fac
tor in sex offenses, the director of 
a sociological study on "Sex Of-

fenders" said, "Most of the really 
dangerous people we've seen aren't 
the people who go in for reading. 
They're action oriented and not 
very bright." A conclusion of the 
study was that such offenders re
spond more to the sight of a worn· 
an than to pornography, just as 
"the sight of an actual pot of stew 
is more stimulating to a hungry 
man than a picture of a roast 
beef." 

Consumer Problem - The dog 
food industry is bugged by the 
fact that 60 percent of the nation's 
dogs are fed on table scraps, As 
a result, the sale of prepared dog 
food is but a mere $700 million a 
year. This coming year Madison 
Avenue will try to push that figure 
up to the billion-dollar mark. Ri
val, king of the dog food pur
veyors, will spark the drive with 
human interest advertising. But, a 
company executive assures, there 
will not be an effort to expand 
business by aiming at the two
legged market. 

-Barry Ring 
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Big Cleveland Vote 
For U.S. Pullout 

Readers of the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer who participated in a bal
loting sponsored by the paper 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Vietnam. 

More than 9,000 readers took 
part in the poll which offered 
them three choices: withdrawal, 
escalation or de-escalation. 

Readers were asked to mail in 
their ballots on the basis of three 
articles published in the paper 
May 28. The article in favor of 
escalation was by Rep. L. Mendel 
Rivers (D-S.C.), chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee. 
The one in favor of de-escalation 
was by Senator William Fulbright 
(D-Ark.). The article in favor of 
withdrawal was by Prof. Howard 
Zinn of Boston University, author 
of the book, Vietnam.: The Logic 
of Withdrawal. 

It was reported seven days later 
that 9,162 readers had mailed in 
ballots. Of these, 5,796 favored 
withdrawal; 1,716 favored escala
tion, and 1,648 favored de-escala
tion. 

Latin Ai·d Group 
Puts Out Fi,rst 
N,ews BuHeti1n 

The U.S. Committee for Justice 
to Latin American Political Prison
ers has begun publication of a new 
bulletin, the USLA Reporter. 

The first number dated May 
1967 contains a full report on the 
jailing in Mexico of Adolfo Gilly 
and Victor Rico Galan, the well
known radical journalists. There 
is a message from Mexican polit
ical prisoners, an account of the 
conditions in Bolivian prison 
camps and news of the imprisoned 
Peruvian peasant leader Hugo 
Blanco. 

[In a later release the commit
tee announced that 112 par
ticipants in the May 20·21 Wash
ington conference of the Spring 
Mobilization Committee signed a 
petition protesting the torture of 
Hugo Blanco.] 

The USLA Reporter sells for 10 
cents and may be obtained from 
the Justice Committee at P.O. Box 
2303, New York, N.Y. 10001. 

Some readers complained that 
the "administration position" had 
not been presented. The Plain 
Dealer reminded them that at the 
time it published the three posi
tions it had reported that "a high 
member of the administration had 
been asked to write an article but 
had declined on grounds he did 
not want to get into a public 
debate." 

The number of people who sent 
in ballots represented 1.7 percent 
of the paper's half million readers. 
But a telephone survey conducted 
by the paper indicated that only 
20 percent of its readers had read 
the three articles. This would 
boost the percentage responding 
among those who read the articles 
to nearly nine percent. 

Vote Against Congressmen 

A further interesting aspect is 
that while the escalation and de
escalation positions were presented 
by well-known governmental fig
ures, the withdrawal position was 
advanced by a man who, although 
known and respected among in
tellectuals and peace activists, is 
not widely known to the general 
public. 

Zinn presented well-reasoned, ef
fective arguments for withdrawal 
from Vietnam. Rivers urged in
creased bombing and the mining 
of the Haiphong harbor. Fulbright 
advocated a halt to the bombing, 
a joint cease fire, negotiations that 
would include the National Lib
eration Front and a pledge of 
eventual withdrawal of U.S. 
forces. 

Fulbright added tht if such nego
tiations should fail, "the United 
States should consolidate its 
forces in highly fortified defen
sible areas in South Vietnam and 
keep them there indefinitely." 

The results of the poll will un
doubtedly give a tremendous boost 
to the current efforts of the Cleve
land antiwar movement to place 
a proposition on the municipal 
ballot that will give the city's 
voters an opportunity to vote in 
favor of U.S. withdrawal from 
Vietnam. 

The poll is one more significant 
demonstration of the widespread 
opposition to the war and to the 
strength of the withdrawal posi
tion as counterposed to the nego
tiations stand. 

THE CAPITAL TIMES 
-

MADISON, WIS., Tuesday, May 30, 1967 _j 

·---

Viet .war Lashed 
By General Here 
Hughes 
Calls It 
Immoral 
Stuns Crowd A.t 
Capitol Services 

Wisc. Crowd Approves 
General's Antiwar Stand 

The war in Vietnam was blasted 
by the principal speaker, Brig. 
Gen. Robert L. Hughes, U.S. Army 
Reserve, at a Memorial Day meet
ing on the State Capitol grounds 
in Madison, Wisc. The audience 
"was stunned into thoughtful si
lence" said the Madison Capital 
Times, "as a distinguished army 
general made a fervent plea for 
an end to the war." 

Gen. Hughes, wearing a cluster 
of medals, spoke of the American 
dead in Vietnam. "They died in 
support of an unstable foreign 
government that is maintained 
only by the strength of the United 
States." 

The World War II veteran as
serted, "We are prosecuting an 
immoral war in support of a gov
ernment that is a dictatorship by 
design. It represents nothing but a 
ruling clique and is composed of 
morally corrupt leaders who ad
here to a war-lord philosophy." 

Gen. Hughes said, "In this new 
era of political unrest, we cannot 
police the world, we cannot im-

pose our social system on other 
nations. 

"We stand alone in Vietnam 
with token forces from some other 
countries and mercenaries from 
Korea paid by the United States," 
he continued. 

"We are losing the flower of 
American youth in a war that 
could stretch into perpetuity. 
After four yours of fighting, we 
cannot be sure of the security of 
villages three miles from Saigon, 
because we can't tell the good guys 
from the bad guys, We are in that 
position because we selected sides 
in a civil war. 

"This is one hell of a war to be 
fighting. We must disengage from 
this tragic war," the general said. 

"We should recognize our errors 
in judgment," he continued, and 
not compound them by trying to 
police the world. We shall cease 
as a political force if we don't 
follow a policy of coexistence with 
other nations. 

"We cannot afford a major con
frontation with the people of Asia 
if we want to dedicate this coun
try to our sons and future genera
tions," he concluded. 

According to the Capital Times, 
a reporter circulating through the 
crowd "found general approval of 

his address, with some reserva
tions." This was particularly in
teresting, since the audience con
sisted of some 500 veterans and 
their families. as well as citizens 
generally, 

"Somebody has to say these 
things," was one comment. 

"This was a surprise package 
but I agree with him entirely,'' 
was another. 

Those who disagreed added that 
they would "defend the right" of 
Hughes to state his opinions. One 
veteran said, "It was shocking, 
but he gave me something to 
think about." 

"Where there was dissent," the 
Capital Times reported, "there 
was that acknowledgment of doubt 
also." 

NEW YORK, June 7 - The city 
council capitulated last night after 
a token fight, to the demands of 
rent-gouging landlords for an 
unscheduled rent increase in rent
controlled apartments. The land
lords claimed they needed the 
increase to offset "labor costs" 
after the recent strike of building 
service employes. Landlords will 
be permitted to grab up to two 
and a half percent a year for three 
years. 

Socialist a,nd Pea,ce Offices 
Are Vandalized in D,etroit 

DETROIT - During the night of 
May 23 the offices of both the De
troit Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam and the Socialist Work
ers Party were broken into and 
vandalized. At the SWP head
quarters, located in Debs Hall, 
the vandals smashed a plate glass 
door to get in. Coffee and sugar 
were dumped over the kitchen 
floor. Magazines, newspapers, of
fice supplies and mimeograph 
materials were strewn over other 
rooms. 

War poster was ripped to pieces. 
A letter was found in the type· 
writer reading, "Enjoy life now 
for tomorrow you will surely be 
dead I HOPE." 

The DCEWV office has been the 
target of many attacks in the last 
two years; almost all of the win· 
dows have been broken at some 
time. 

It was at Debs Hall that a right
wing gunman murdered SWP 
member Leo Bernard and wound
ed young socialists Jan Garrett 
and Walter Graham May 16, 1966. 

BLAST LBJ. Demonstrators at New York's Hotel Americana June 3. Later 4,000 marched to Wal
dorf Hotel where Johnson joined Robert Kennedy for Democratic Party "unity" meet. Other signs 
declared "Support our boys, not those who send them there." 

A similar rampage took place 
at the antiwar committee's office. 
The literature rack had been 
dumped over so that antiwar books 
and leaflets were scattered across 
the floor, desk drawers were 
emptied out onto the floor, pictures 
were taken down from the walls 
and a large Veterans Against the 

Michigan SWP Chairman Frank 
Lovell commented on the May 23 
break-ins: "The cooperation be
tween the right-wing forces, the 
police and the courts proves that 
we cannot depend on these forces 
to protect us . . . We must depend 
upon our own resources to guard 
our constitutional rights." 




