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Ranks demand union defend strikers 
Newark teachers put heat 

on defeatist leadership 

Newark, N.J. 
Several weeks ago the "National 

picket line" column of The Militant 
mentioned the fact that Betty Rufalo, 
vice president of the Newark Teachers 
Union, had gone to jail as a result of 
our recent strike. I thought you might 
be interested in the "inside story" be
hind the jailing of Mrs. Rufalo. 

The union entered the strike with a 
sharp division of the executive com
mittee as to tactics and strategy. This 
division carried over to the question of 
the defense of the 200 arrested teachers, 
most of whom have been sentenced to 
10 day jail terms. The right-wing, pro
Albert Shanker forces who had op
posed collaboration with the Black 
community during the strike is now 
attempting to scuttle the defense efforts 
of the arrested teachers. We have been 
informed that we should go to jail 
without an effective.defense. 

The 200 arrested teachers saw the 
court cases as a way of mobilizing 
wide sections of labor to force the 
legalization of strikes by public em
ployees. Those leaders who saw the 
court cases as a bother to be dispensed 
with quickly were resoundingly defeat
ed at a meeting which saw the member
ship force through a motion for a de
fense committee. This committee is now 
drawing up plans for an effective de
fense policy based on joint labor ac
tion to legalize public employee strikes. 

Most of the executive committee mem
bers who were willing to abandon the 
defense have now backed down. Six of 
the seven arrested executive mem hers 
have dropped plans to go to jail "vol
untarily" as a symbolic gesture. This 
leaves Betty Rufalo, a leader of the 
pro-Shanker forces in the union exec, 
as the only one of the 200 to go to 
jail on her own. She remained ada
mant that teachers could not attack 
the laws themselves. 

The heat is definitely on in the union, 
with two rival slates competing for the 
union elections next month. Already 
the vote seems clear- in fact, the union 
organizer, a leader of the Shanker 
forces, has already said that he is 
looking for a new job. 

Nat London 

A correction 

Chicago, Ill. 
In reference to the articles in The 

Militant about the Vietnamese Studies 
Center on the Southern Illinois U cam
pus, you have been referring to Wes
ley Fishel as the director of the Cen
ter. Fishel is a "visiting professor," 
not director. Milton Sacks is being 
considered as a replacement for Fishel. 

Salm 

LaHars from 
our readers 

This column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to . our ·readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. \Mtere 
necessary they will be abridged. 
Writers' initials will be used, names 
~ing withheld unless authorization 
is given for use. 

Liked April 15 issue 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
I would like to congratulate you 

on The Militant distributed at jhe April 
15 rallies. It had an attractive cover 
on the war. It included the contents 
box on the front page, and the so
cialist directory. It contained sub box
es for The Militant and the I nterna
tional Socialist Review and a box for 
information on the YSA. Every major 
area- antiwar, Black liberation, Chi
cano liberation, women's liberation, 
labor, and the Middle East- was in
cluded. 

Marc Bedner 

Post office working 

conditions important issue 

San Francisco, Calif. 
The Militant's articles on the Post 

Office were very well written, but I 
believe that while pay increases are 
important, to say the least, neverthe
less more attention should have been 
given to the working conditions prev
alent in many of the buildings in which 
the mail is handled. Pay and work
loads are important matters, but safety 
factors and medical facilities should 
also be of concern. 

An exchange with 

a 'socialist Zionist' 

E.M.J. 

Providence, R.I. 
Since The Militant consistently sees 

fit to give half-truthful reports on the 
situation in the Middle East, and par
ticular!·.- in Israel, the "Letters" depart
ment seems to be the only possible 
area for correction. Your article deal
ing with the Israeli government's re
fusal to respond to the mission of 
Nachum Goldmann and the sub
sequent militant demonstration against 
the government (The Militant, April 
17) had one major flaw. You claim 
that the demonstration consisted of 
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youths representing the non-Zionist Is
raeli left. That is a blatant lie. The 
demonstration was called for by the 
Zionist Mapam Party, and its major 
participants came from Mapam, its 
youth cadres, and the Zionist Com
munist Party, Maki. In the same man
ner, Mapam initiated and carried 
through almost unilaterally another 
recent demonstration protesting the 
Meir government's encouragement of 
Bettlement of Israelis in Hebron on 
the West Bank. That demonstration, 
too, consisted of about 800 persons-
80,000 relative to the population of 
the U.S. While the parties and groups 
mentioned in the article were present, 
they did not come close to a majority 
of the participants. The Israeli Zionist 
left is not inactive, although severe 
criticism may be made of it. It is 
still, by far, the most forceful pro
pressive voice in the Middle East. 

It is impossible to begin a critique 
of the series on Israel by Nathan 
Weinstock (April 10, 17, 24 and May 
1) here. However, it would seem that 
The Militant, as a revolutionary so
cialist paper, has the responsibility to 
provide ample rebuttal space to so
cialist-Zionists; that is, if you are at 
all confident of the validity of your 
arguments. 

Jonathaa Brandow 
National Steering Committee 

Radical Zionist Alliance 

[What Jonathan Brandow calls a 
"blatant lie" is not to be found in The 
Militant's story on the April 8 Jeru
salem demonstration. Our correspon
dent did not estimate how many mem
bers of Zionist organizations partici
pated in the demonstration. He only 
reported that all "groups to the left of 
the Zionist parties" (italics added) were 
represented. While it was not explicitly 
stated in the story, an important fea
ture of the action was precisely that 
it did draw young people who still 
regard themselves as Zionists into a 
militant protest against Zionist policy. 

[As for the claim that the"demonstra
tion was called for by the Zionist 
Mapam Party," Brandow should con
sult the Mapam secretariat's April 13 
statement on the action. According to 
the April 20 Jerusalem Post (Weekly 
Overseas Edition), the secretariat "de
scribed the demonstration as 'an act 
of provocation by the organizers from 
the New Left, Matzpen (the revolution
ary, anti-Zionist Israeli Socialist Or
ganization) and Rakah (the largely 
Arab-based Communist Party), aimed 
at drawing maximum publicity. This 
fringe group in fact undermines the 
struggle for peace and security in this 
country.'" 

[Of course, what makes the Mapam 
bureaucrats so uptight is precisely that 
the demonstration did attract a num
ber of "their own" youth and that a 
distressing number of young people of 
Mapam-affiliated Kibbutzim are join
ing the Israeli Socialist Organization. 

[It is rather odd that Jonathan Bran
dow addresses a plea for "rebuttal 
space" to an anti-Zionist, socialist pa
per with a small circulation and al
most no money, when virtually the 
entire capitalist-controlled mass media 
in the country is pro-Zionist. The com
pany he keeps may make Brandow, 
a "socialist-Zionist," uneasy, but that 
is the fact. To the extent that The 
Militant's meager resources allow, we 
have maintained an extensive dialogue, 
but our first and foremost obligation 
is to explain the anti-Zionist position 
to as many Americans aswecanreach. 
The Zionists have plenty of resources 
of their own. 

[There are several immediate steps 
Jonathan Brandow can take to en
courage a free and open discussion of 
Middle East issues if he so desires. 
Arie Bober, a spokesman for the Is
raeli Socialist Organization, is current
ly on a national speaking tour of the 
United States. As was reported in the 
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April 24 Militant, on several occasions 
small groups of Zionists have attempt
ed to disrupt Bober's meetings; in some 
cases people who regard themselves 
as "socialist- Zionists" have been among 
the disrupters. As a first step, Brandow 
could publicly denounce these attempts 
at disruption; he could call on his 
comrades in the Radical Zionist Al
liance to do everything they can to 
see that there is no further repetition 
of these incidents; he could urge RZA 
members and supporters to attend 
Bober's meetings and engage in seri
ous discussion.- Editor.] 

Learning fast 

Millbrook, N.Y. 
In a school [Millbrook School for 

Boys] of 170 boys, we got over 70 
to abstain from meals Monday and 
Tuesday, money to be contributed to 
victims of war in Vietnam. 

We are running the gauntlet of teach
ers and administration, taunts, etc., 
and we have made some mistakes, 
but we are learning. This is a sick 
boys' school, but a number of boys 
are learning fast these days. 

Yours for a better world. 

Florida ban on YSA 

challenged 

S. A. 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
YSA has recently been banned from 

Florida's campuses. We have been de
nied use of university facilities under 
our own name. The state power struc
ture has now gone even farther than 
last year's banning of SDS. Now, we 
cannot publicize meetings in the stu
dent newspaper or even by leaflet. 

We are passing around a petition 
supporting our right to use university 
facilities. Four hundred people signed 
up the first two days. At the same 
time, we have joined with the FS U 
student government in bringing suit 
against the board of regents for viola
tion of constitutional rights. 

Brett Merkey 
Sue Em Davenport 

The old Militant 
wrapper- gone 

The· Militant is now being 
mailed without wrappers in 
order to facilitate the process
ing of our growing. subscrip
tion lists. 

Any subscriber who wishe$ 
to receive a wrapped copy of 
The Militant should notify The 
Militant business office and en
close $1.00 to cover the ad
ditional mailing costs. 
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Radicalism has • 1m pact 

on Calif. 
FRESNO, Calif.- The statewide en

dorsement convention of MAPA (Mexi
can-American Political Association), 
meeting over the April 18 weekend, 
endorsed candidates for a number of 
offices in the California June 2 pri
mary, confirming their continuing sup
port to the Democratic Party. 

The gathering was not unaffected, 
however, by the younger and more 
militant Chicanos who favor a break 
with the two capitalist parties. An in
dication of this was the reception given 
Jose Angel Gutierrez, the 25-year-old 
founder and organizer of La Raza 
Unida Party in Crystal City, Texas. 
Gutierrez's address was one of the 
highlights of the MAP A convention. 
He related how they had broken from 
both the Democratic and Republican 
parties and formed an independent 
Chicano party. 

People at first were pessimistic, he 
said, thinking it couldn't be done, but 

MAPA parley 
La Raza Unida Party conclusively 
proved the vitality of that strategy 
when they swept the school board elec
tions a few weeks ago in Crystal City. 
Gutierrez, the new president of the 
school board, stressed that the time 
for independent political action by Chi
canos is now. He received a standing 
ovation from the 174 delegates rep
resenting about 25 cities in California, 
and a collection raised several hundred 
dollars for La Raza Unida Party. 

There was a substantial gap, how
ever, between applauding Gutierrez and 
carrying out his advice. Liberal Dem
ocratic representative George Brown 
received an overwhelming endorsement 
as did several Democratic Mexican
American candidates. In the race for 
attorney general, Chief Deputy Atty. 
Gen. Charles A 0' Brien, Democrat, 
received 97 votes for endorsement. 
Froben Lozada, who is the head of 
the Chicano studies department at Mer
ritt College in Oakland, and Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for attorney 
general, received 20 votes. Dr. Julian 
N av a, candidate for superintendent of 
public instruction and a long-time sup
porter of liberal Democrats, received 
an overwhelming 147 votes. Antonio 
Camejo, Socialist Workers Party en
dorsed candidate for the same office, 
received 5 votes. 

then walked out of the convention. 

Ricardo Romo, gubernatorial can
didate of the California Peace and 
Freedom Party, received the conven
tion's endorsement. de won 92 votes, 
with 43 going to Democrat Jesse Un
ruh. In his presentation, Romo called 
for a break with both parties and the 
formation of an independent Chicano 
party. 

Both Nava and Camejo addressed 
a MAP A luncheon for a half hour 
each. The press completely blacked
out Camejo's controversial presenta
tion. Camejo began by stating, "I am 
not here to say those things guaranteed 
to get me votes at this convention. I 
am here to express what in my opinion 
is the problem we face." His attacks on 
the two-party system, and particularly 
on liberal Democrats, brought angry 
heckling from some members of the 
predominantly middle-aged, middle
class audience, but clearly won the 
sympathy of the younger Chicanos 
who were present (It was the young 
delegates who nominated and second
ed both Froben Lozada and Antonio 
Camejo.) 

Camejo ended by saying, "If I am to 
win the endorsement of MAP A, let it 
be not simply because I am Raza, but 
because you agree that the time is 
long overdue to break all ties with the 
two parties and create the only path of 
our liberation, an independent Chicano 
political party." 

The convention seemed convinced 
that Dr. Nava was the only Mexican
American candidate capable of "win
ning." Many argued "we can win with 
Nava!" If Nava does indeed win, which 
at this point is doubtful, it will mean 
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Photo by John Gray 

Antonio Camejo 

little to the Chicano community if we 
can judge from his past record. While 
serving on the Los Angeles school 
board, he supported Democrat Thomas 
Bradley, an Afro-American, for mayor. 
In the midst of this election campaign, 
thousands of Black and Chicano youth 
walked out of the L. A schools de
manding student rights and protesting 
the lack of relevant education. Bradley 
called for the use of"as much force as 
is necessary" to bring the situation 
"under control." Dr. Nava continued 
to support Bradley. 

Last week, with the outbreak of the 
Los Angeles teachers strike, Dr. Nava 
joined Reagan and Rafferty in ques
tioning the "legality'' of the strike. At 
best, he has called for "meeting the 
teachers half-way." 

The youth have been especially crit
ical of Dr. Nava's stand on the war in 
Vietnam. He has refused to call for 
immediate withdrawal of troops or to 
express his solidarity with the Chicano 
Moratorium. Instead, he talks about 
our "commitments" overseas. He also 
claims to represent "all the people," 
(Continued on page 14) 

Froben Lozada 

Before the nominations had been 
voted on, a local chapter of the Brown 
Berets entered the hall and demanded 
that the conference call for a complete 
break with both Democrats and Re
publicans, in addition to other de
mands. They called for a suspension 
of the rules to discuss these proposals 
before any nominations took place. 
Thirty-three voted for suspension with 
29 voting for continuing with the set 
procedure. However, the 33 votes did 
not meet the two-thirds required, and 
no discussion took place. The Berets 

Seattle Liberation Front 8 
Palestine support demo 

called for Boston, May J5 

face ' . ' consp1racy 
By STEPHANIE COONTZ 

SEATTLE, April 20-0n Aprill6, 
eight members of the Seattle Libera
tion Front were arrested on charges 
of conspiring to destroy federal prop
erty. The charges grew out of a Feb. 17 
support demonstration for the Chicago 
conspiracy defendants during which a 
number of windows at the court house 
were broken. Although many groups 
including the Young Socialist Alliance 
had expressed opposition to the tactic~> 
and organization of the original dem
onstration, all of them havt: u11ited in 

Photo by Dave Bannister 

Michael Lerner of Seattle Libera
tion Front speaking at April 18 
antiwar rally. 

the face of these conspiracy charges. 
The timing of the arrests was clearly 

provocative. The Justice Department 
overruled local authorities who wished 
the arrests to be delayed until after the 
antiwar march scheduled for April 18, 
in order to make the arrests the 16th. 

In response, the Student Mobilization 
Committee issued a statement charging 
that theJusticeDepartmentwas attempt
ing to provoke violence at the April 18 
march and pledging that the marchers 
would not fall into this trap. SLF 
spokesmen reiterated this statement at 
a press conference the next day. 

Since the arrests, there have been a 
number of coalition meetings of groups 
interested in defense work. There is a 
good deal of disagreement over wheth
er to build a united-front campaign 
against the charges or to tie defense 
work to acceptance of all the Seattle 
Liberation Front's politics. But so far 
the united-front perspective has dom
inated. The Young Socialist Alliance, 
the Independenc Socialists, and a num
ber of other groups around the state 
have issued support statements. On 
Friday, April17, the SMC turned over 
part of its strike activities to a defense 
rally for the SLF defendants pointing 
out that the conspiracy charges are an 
attempt to intimidate all leaders of the 
movement by holding them responsible 
for any actions which may occur at 
demonstrations they organized, even if 
such actions were caused by police 
provocateurs. 

Contributions may be sent to: Seattle 
Legal Defense Fund, P.O. Box 1984, 
Main Post Office, Seattle, Wn. 98111. 

A demonstration in support of the 
Palestinian resistance movement has 
been called for May 15, the Israeli 
day of independence, in front of the 
Israeli consulate in Boston, 437 Boyle
stan Street. The demonstration, which 
will begin at 11:30 a.m., is being 
called by a coalition of American, 
Arab, Israeli and other Middle East
ern students who have been active in 
building demonstrations and teach-ins 
in support of the Palestinian struggle. 

The coalition announced its plans 
at a Third World Teach-In, April 11-
12, at the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst, which dealt primarily with 
the Palestinian liberation movement. 
Among the more than a dozen in
vited speakers were Dr. Hisham Shar
abi, author and professor at George
town University; Dr. Elias Shoufani, 
a Palestinian who lived under Zionist 
occupation and is now a professor at 
the University of Maryland; and 
Emmanuel Dror, a Jewish member of 
the Israeli Socialist Organization. 

The teach-in, which attracted around 
400 people, also discussed the libera
tion movements in other parts of the 
world. 

Other participants included Dr. 
Nasee Aruri of Northeastern Univer
sity; Palestinian artist Kamal Boullata; 
Rita Freed of the Committee for Mid
dle East Liberation; Christopher Nete, 
a student from South Africa; Peter 
Buch of the Socialist Workers Party; 
Ivanhoe Donaldson and Mike Thelwell 
of the Black Studies Program at the U 
of Massachusetts; and SWP candidates 
Jon Rothschild (for lieutenant gov
ernor of New York) and Miguel Pa
dilla (for N.Y. attorney general). 

WASHINGTON, D. C.-A talk by 

Stokely Carmichael was a highlight of 
the Palestine week events April 7-9 
at George Washington University in 
'N ashington, D. C. At a hastily orga
nized meeting of 1,500 studertts, Car
michael compared the plight of the 
Palestinians to that of the Blacks in 
South Africa and the Indians of North 
America who were also confronted with 
expansionist settler-states. 

A panel the final evening on the 
topic "Palestine: A Democratic, Secu
lar State" was attended by 350 per
sons. Participants included Dr. Shou
fani, Dr. Sharabi and Emmanuel Dror. 

Dror stated that a clear analysis of 
the Zionist state must be based on an 
understanding of capitalism and that 
only a socialist revolution in Palestine 
and throughout the Arab world can 
guarantee a peaceful future for Arabs 
and Jews alike. 
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By RANDY FURST 

MAJOR VICTORY: Roger Priest, the publisher 
of the antiwar newspaper OM, scored a major 
victory April 27 when a Navy court sitting in 
Washington handed the sailor a bad conduct dis
charge, a reprimand, and a demotion to E-1 fol
lowing his conviction for "promoting disloyalty 
and disaffection." The prosecution had been de
manding the maximum sentence- six years in pris
on and a dishonorable discharge-in order to 
"set an example" to other antiwar activists in the 
armed services. Priest vowed to appeal the sen
tence saying, "I don't feel what I've done is bad 
conduct, and I should not be discharg_ed." 

SCORE CARD: The U.S. Command in Saigon 
announced April 22 the loss of four American 
planes over Laos and three helicopters in South 
Vietnam, one of the highest aircraft tolls reported 
for any single dayinthewar .... REFERENDUM 
ON WAR: Students at Florida State University in 
Tallahassee voted on the Vietnam war last month. 
Results: 1,025 for immediate unconditional with
drawal; 555 against. 

NEWTON PAROLE DENIED: Huey Newton, 
Black Panther Party minister of defense, was denied 
parole April 22 by the California Adult Authority. 
Newton is serving his second year of a 15 year 
term on framed-up charges of killing a policeman. 
He is currently imprisoned at the California men's 
correctional institution in San Luis Obispo. Re
ported reason for denial of parole was because 
Newton "refused to cooperate" with prisonofficials. 
Newton has said that unless the officials pay in
mates minimum wages, he will not work at the 
prison. Prison wages now range from 3 to 17 ceuts 
an hour. 

PANTHERS STATE CASE: The Black Panther 
21's statement to Judge Murtagh, detailing their 
frame-up (published in The Militant March 13 and 
20) is now available on tape from Radio Free 
People for use by movement groups. Prices on 
reels run $7.60 for tapes recorded at 7 1/2 IPS, 
$5.50 for tapes at 3 3/4 IPS, and $5.00 on cas
settes. Write or call RFP, 133 Mercer St., New 
York, N.Y. 10012; phone: 212-966-6729 .... SO
CIALIST CONFAB IN ATLANTA: Alargesucess
ful Southwide Socialist Conference was held in 
Atlanta at Emory University April 4 and 5, spon
sored by the YSA. Participants included activists 
from SMC, Women's Liberation Group, YSA, SWP, 
SDS, Spartacist League, RYM, Movement for a 
Democratic Society, the Great Speckled Bird staff 
and several trade unions. Some 142 radicals from 
six southern states attended .... UP TIGHT: The 
Government is considering whether to prohibit pro
testers from demonstrating in D. C.'s Lafayette Sq., 
the Ellipse, and the sidewalk in front of the White 
House, the New York Post reported April 23. A 
Treasury Dept. official said that demonstrations 
farther from the area would give police more reac
tion time to mobilize if a mob suddenly tried to 
invade the White House. 

COFFIN AND GOODMAN FREE: There is no 
longer a Boston 5. The U.S. district court in Bos
ton dropped charges April 22 against the last two, 
Rev. William Sloane Coffin and Mitchell Goodman, 
convicted in June 1968 along with Dr. Benjamin 
Spock and Michael Ferber for conspiracy to coun
sel draft evasion. Spock and Ferber have already 
had their decisions reversed on appeal. The fifth 
man, Marcus Raskin, was acquitted at the original 
trial in 1968 .... ORGANIZING AT FT. GRIS
SOM: Dissent in the Army keeps building. Ft. 
Grissom Gls United for Peace in Indiana held an 
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organizational meeting in March. The meeting went 
off as scheduled. However, the brass continues to 
harass the activists. Tom Keller and Sam Hunt, 
founders of the base antiwar newspaper, Aero
spaced, have been taken off their regular jobs. 
Three new members of Gls United have been re
assigned from jobs as highly trained electronic 
specialists to coal shoveling and painting details. 

FOR IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL: The City 
Council of Gary, Ind., passed a resolution April 7 
calling on the President and the Congress to adopt 
measures for the immediate withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops from Vietnam, Laos and Thailand .... 
OFF AND RUNNING: Members of the YSA are 
running for student government posts in numerous 
states this spring. Campaigns are underway at 
Cal State in Los Angeles, San Francisco State, 
Utah State in Logan, Georgia State University in 
Atlanta, Clark University in Worcester, Mass., Kent 
State in Ohio, and the University of Washington in 
Seattle. Campaigns are part of YSA's "Red Uni
versity" strategy. 

LINDA EVANS ARRESTED: The FBI has ar
rested Linda Evans, one of 12 Weathermen in
dicted for conspiracy to riot at the Chicago dem
onstrations last October. She was arrested in New 
York's East Village. "KEEP MARX OFF EARTH": 
That's the title of a Daily News editorial April 19 
on upcoming Earth Day. "The Marxists' notion is 
that you should stage riots against big industry, 
burn banks as symbols of what's called the Es
tablishment .... " says the News.' "That is dan
gerous nonsense. What all of us should do . . . 
is adopt as a slogan the title of an old hymn: 
• Brighten the Corner Where You Are.' This means: 
join clean-up and conservation movements that 
have positive goals and use constructive methods. 
Keep your own sidewalk clean, and your own 
backyard ... .'' And above all, don't let the Marx
ists with their negative nihilism take over the U.S. 
antipollution movement. That could be suicidal. 
We mean nationally suicidal.'' ... CHANGING 
TIMES: The Negro American Labor Council has 
changed its name to the National Afro-American 
Labor Council. The Negro Digest is changing its 
name to Black World. 

TORTURE TECHNIQUES REPORTED: Admin
istering electrical shocks to suspected members of 
the National Liberation Front is standard oper
ating procedure for U.S. counterintelligence in Viet
nam, a former U.S. counterintelligence officer told 
a New York City press conference April 14. "Tht: 
technique of electrical torture," as former 1st Lt. 

Michael J. Uhl described it, was part of the infor
mation revealed at the news conference organized 
by the National Committee for a Citizens' Com
mission of Inquiry on U.S. War Crimes in Vietnam. 
Other Vietnam veterans spoke at a similar press 
conference the same day in Los Angeles. 

TRIAL POSTPONED: A Federal court has 
agreed to hear complaints that officials in Mun
fordville, Ky., have conspired to violate free press 
rights. As a result, the trial of Martha Allen and 
Mike Honey, two SCEF organizers facing trumped
up charges of jury tampering has been postponed. 
... NEWARK CAMPAIGN: The Village Voice 
has run two highly informative articles in its April 
16 and 23 issues on the mayoralty campaign in 
Newark where three Black candidates are in the 
race .... BAD NOTION: "We must get awayfrom 
the notion that the democratic process is designed 
to bring perfection," Postmaster General Winton 
Blount told a national fraternity convention last 
week. "It is designed to permit improvement." 
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HEAVY SENTENCES IN COLUMBIA: Three 
activists who worked at the UFO Coffeehouse in 
Columbia, S.C., were sentenced to six years at 
hard labor April 28 on charges of operating a 
public nuisance. The jury deliberated less than an 
hour and a half. The three defendants were R. 
Duane Ferre of Rochester, N.Y., William Balk of 
Columbia, and Leonard Cohen of Valley Stream, 
L. I. The prosecution's chief witnesses were four 
local drug pushers. Yet, none of the prosecution 
witnesses alleged that the defendants had dealt in 
drugs. A military informer testified for the defense 
that he bad gone to the coffeehouse for three 
months, four days a week, to get someone to 
buy drugs but he was unable to interest anyone in 
buying. Despite the shoddy case, the convictions 
were handed down. Some 48 motions for a new 
trial were denied. An appeal is planned. Contribu
tions to aid the coffeehouse project can be sent to 
UFO Offense Committee, 2319 Park St., Columbia, 
S. C. Contributions towards the defense should be 
sent to the Southern Regional Office, American 
Civil Liberties Union, 5 Forsyth St., N. W., At
lanta, Ga. 

SUBTLE LYRICS: At its 79th "Continental Con
gress" in Washington, D. C., April20-24 the Daugh
ters of the American Revolution were in top form. 
One resolution, entitled "Marxist-Socialist-Commu
nist-Manipulation of Youth" was adopted by the 
congress, and stated that the program to over
throw the country includes "• Rock Festivals' char
acterized by music of hypnotic rhythm and subtle 
lyrics tending to break down moral restraints and 
to expose the young to the dangers of communal 
living and illicit sex . . . " 

FEMALE LIBERATION CONFERENCE: A 
Southern Female Liberation Meeting is scheduled 
for Mt. Beulah, Edwards, Miss. May 8-10. The 
meeting, open to all females, begins at 7 p.m., 
May 8. Registration is $11. The meeting will in
clude panel discussions, workshops, and a num
ber of presentations. For further information, write 
Southern Female Rights Union, Box 30087, La
fayette Sq. Station, New Orleans, La. 70130, or 
call 504-522-2922. . . . HEARING IN D. C.: The 
U. S. Supreme Court held a hearing April 20 on 
the appeal of Joe Mulloy, the SCEF organizer who 
is under a 5 year prison sentence for refusing to 
be drafted .... BACK FROM HANOI: Three ac
tivists in the U. S. peace movement have returned 
from North Vietnam. They were Prof. Noam 
Chomsky, Prof. Douglas Dowd, and Richard Fer
nandez of the Committee for Clergymen and Lay
men Concerned about Vietnam. 

ACLU SUIT TURNED DOWN: A suit filed by 
the ACL U demanding that an injunction be brought 
to prohibit the continued surveillance by the Army 
of civilian activity was dismissed by a U.S. dis
trict judge in Washington April 22. The judge 
said the military has. the right to know which 
Americans might cause disturbances "and to keep 
an eye on them." An appeal is planned. 

(Contributors to this week's report include Bret 
Merkey, Sue Em Davenport, Tallahassee; Liber
ation News Service, N.Y.; Dennis Edge, Atlanta.) 
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The 'Crazy Wilheminas' 

Dutch women form 
liberation group 

By AND REA ROOD 
The following article by a Flemish 

sister originally appeared in the April 
11, 1970, issue of the Belgian rev
olutionary socialist weekly, La Gauche. 
It deals in part with a Dutch women's 
liberation group, the Dolle Mina's, or 
Crazy Mina's, which has recently been 
receiving some publicity in the Euro
pean press. It is of particular interest 
to activists in the women's liberation 
movement in the U. S. and Canada 
because of the similarity it reveals 
between the thinking, analysis and de
mands advanced by our European 
sisters and the discussions we have 
had in the women's liberation move
ment here. The translation is by David 
Thorstad. 

• • • 
For several months now the move

ment for women's liberation has been 
coming back into the fore in the ~eth
erlands. The name "Dolle Mina' s" is 
a play on words based on Wilhelmina 
Drucker, who played an important 
role in the feminist movement at the 
beginning of the century. Made up 
primarily of women students and 
young intellectuals, the tendency is still 
strongly tinged with the experiences of 
the left-wing student movements in 
Holland. The convention of the "Dolle 
Mina's," which was held last weekend, 
demonstrated this. 

A similar movement has developed 
very rapidly in Flanders. Here, too, 
the movement could assume a very 
broad scope. 

"Crazy Wilhelminas"- Why? 
The situation of women in our so

ciety differs fundamentally from that 
of all other social groups. This is 
because they do not live in isolated 
groups but, to put it quite simply, 
comprise one-half of the human race. 

Woman's role is a specific and ir
replaceable one, and because of that 
she can not be exploited in the same 
way as other oppressed groups. 

Socially, economically and political
ly, her position is both a central and 
a marginal one. It is precisely this 
combination (of the indispensable and 
the marginal) that has created this 
confused and perplexing situation re
garding the problems of women. The 
structure of the family, just like wom
an's "nature," is considered "natural," 

whereas it is, in fact, a product of 
culture. The nature of the family is 
every bit as changeable as the role of 
woman. It is the prevailing social 
norms that determine the functions of 
the family and of women. The incor
poration of women's and children's 
work into production at the period of 
beginning industrialization showed 
that in a society where the family and 
the role of women are glorified, so to 
speak, daily reality proves the exact 
opposite. 

In neocapitalist society, too, women 
make up a reserve army of labor for 
production and can thus be hired or 
fired at will, depending on the needs of 
the moment. The myth of the woman 
as an "irreplaceable foster mother in 
the education of children" is carefully 
maintained so that it can be especially 
emphasized when the economic con
juncture calls for it. 

Because of this alienating situation, 
large numbers of women have felt a 
sense of uneasiness and confusion. 
They are torn between on the one 
hand choosing a profession-in other 
words, directly participating in the life 
of society- and, on the other hand, 
fulfilling their "duty" as a mother. 

This contradiction, which is skillfully 
manipulated by the ruling ideology 
of capitalism, leads most women, once 
they are married and mothers, to leave 
society in order to withdraw into their 
neat little world- the household. 

This "neat little world," thrust upon 
women as a romantic fulfillment for 
their life, is generally given the lie 
by the daily reality of life after mar
riage. Yet meanwhile, the women's 
magazines continue to present the out
side world with a most glittering view 
of the life of women in the home. 

Precisely because of this they feel 
the loss of any romantic attitude 
toward the family as a personal fail
ure, and they artificially try to main
tain the deception in the eyes of others. 
The result is that for many men the 
woman is counted as a private pos
session in exchange for which he offers 
material security. 

Many women are frustrated by this 
state of affairs, which is the direct 
cause of many neurotic and psychoso
matic disturbances. 

The situation is certainly no better 

So. Carolina Black party 
holds statewide meeting 

By NORMAN OLIVER 
COLUMBIA, S.C.- Fifty people met 

here April 25 in a statewide meeting of 
the United Citizens Party, a newly 
formed Black party, and adopted a 
platform upon which the party plans 
to become a major political force in the 
state. 

The program around which they 
plan to organize the Black community 
is a very comprehensive one, ranging 
from demands calling for an end to 
the war in Vietnam and abolishing the 
draft to demands for the right to col
lective bargaining by state employees 
and a guaranteed minimum income. 

The party grew out of the general 
dissatisfaction in the Black community 
with both the Democratic and Repub
lican parties. As one participant at 
the conference explained, "We must 
form a new party that does in fact 
serve the people and their needs." 

The UCP began in December of last 
year and had only until March to 
collect the 1 O,OUO signatures needed to 

obtain ballot status for the 1970 elec
tions. Although the United Citizens 
collected more than the required num
ber of signatures, they were unable to 
meet the deadline for filing and there
fore will not appear on the 1970 bal
lot. However, the party expects to be 
on the 1972 ballot. 

John Harper, president of UCP, said 
in respect to this, "It will be a long, 
hard struggle to build this party. Part 
of this building process is building a 
base in the grass roots of our com
munities, which the UCP has achieved 
some success in through its participa
tion in grass roots organizations like 
Blacks United for Action. The party 
can't move without this base." 

Future plans for the party are to 
maintain its work in the Black com
munity, continue to build a base, and 
prepare for the 1972 elections. The 
UCP would like to make links with 
other groups and individuals in terms 
of exchanging experiences. Their ad
dress is: United Citizens Party, 2022 
Taylor St., Columbia, S.C. 29204. 
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chairman of R. F. Communica-
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Miss Margaret 
to Bernstein, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack L. 

'ttn:steiin of Cedarhurst, L. I. 
John· Nuese escorted his 

twin to the altar. She was 
given in marriage by her 
father, who owns the Hay
loft, an antiquarian book
shop in Cornwall. The bride
groom's father, who is re
tired, was formerly publisher 
of The Rome Daily American 
and a vice president of the 
Bankers Trust Company. 

is planned for 

Stolze is a senior at 
Universi1tv of Rochester, 

fiancl! expects to 
. Master of Business 

~inistr·~ticm degree in June. 
an honors graduate of 

Cornell University.· The future 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond G. Yost of Lincoln, 
Neb., where her father owns 
a liquor store. Her fianc6 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Plohn of New York and 

: Westport, Conn. His father, 
· a member of the New York 

Stock Exchange, is a director 
of several corporations. 

Mr. Stolze also is on the 
faculty of Rochester's Gradu
ate School of Business 
Administration. The father of 
the future bridegroom is vice 
president :of Cantor, Fitz
gerald & Co., investment 
bankers in New York and 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

The bride wore ··a long
sleeved gown of ivory satin 
and a floor-length veil of 
illusion. Her pearl necklace 
was a wedding gift from her 
husband, whom she refers to 
as "Lanny." She carried gar-· 
denias. 

Mrs. Joan Connelley Field 
was matron of honor and 
Miss JuLia S. Thorne, sister 
of the bridegroom, was the 
bridesmaid. 

Miss Yost was graduated 
from the University of Ne
braska and Mr. Plohn from 
the Browning School ·and 
Princeton University, where 
he also received a degree 
from the Wharton School of 
Finance and Commerce of 
the University of Pennsyl-

vania, . and is working for a 
doctorate at Tulane Univer
sity in New Orleans, where 
he is stationed as an enlist
ed man with the Naval Re
serve. He is a member of 
the American Stock Ex
change, the New York Mer
cantile , Exchange and the 
National Stock Exchange. 

The ring bearer was Mar
shall Field Jr., 3-year-old son 
of the matron of honor and 
Mr. Field, publisher of The 
Chicago Sun-Times and The 
Chicago Daily News. · 

for the woman who works. No.t only 
is she paid less for her work, with the 
exception of city and state institutions, 
but she is also immediately confronted 
with a whole series of discriminatory 
practices. In case of an oversupply of 
personnel, she is the frrst to be flred, 
and for no other reason than her 
sex. Preference in hiring still always 
goes to the man, even where the wom
an is as well qualified. She is also 
kept outside the productive process 
by the lack of material institutions, 
like nurseries, kindergartens and child
care centers. There can be no doubt 
that this state of affairs is willfully 
maintained. 

At first sight, the total incorporation 
of female labor into the production 
process would seem to be possible 
within the capitalist system. Although 
they are expensive and inadequate, 
services like laundries, restaurants, 
nurseries, etc., are becoming increas
ingly popular. The development of 
household appliances, frozen foods, 
etc., seems to be making housework 
easier. 

Yet a series of basic contradictions 
cannot be overcome within the frame
work of the capitalist system. The un
paid labor of women is very lucrative 
for the owners of the means of pro
duction. If only a minimal allowance 
were paid for this work it would con
siderably shake up the distribution 
of the national income. The cost of 
maintaining a family is in fact a hid
den tax that falls on the backs of 
wage earners: a labor force of two 
people is being paid for with one sal
ary. Moreover, the question arises 
whether or not the economy is able 
to expand to the point where it can 
offer all women normal opportunities 
for work. In fact, this growth in the 
service sector has brought with it a 
kind of "underemployment" in the home 
(more free time means more pressure 
to consume, which meansthatthewom
an is confronted with the pressure of 
advertising and new gadgets- cf. Betty 
Friedan, The Feminine Mystique) but 
has created only an insignificant num
ber of jobs for women. 

As long as this situation exists, wom
en will make up an easily manipulable 
part of industry's reserve army of 
labor, one which will be in large part 
absorbed into the framework of neo
capitalism only under very specific 
circumstances, during a general war
time mobilization, for example. 

The general rise in workers' strug
gles during the past few years has also 
given a new impetus to the women's 
liberation movements in various neo
capitalist countries. For the moment, 
the "Dolle Mina's" have become a fad 

Graphic by Anne Dockery/LNS 

in the sensationalistic press. Yet this 
is not a new phenomenon; it is not 
even a passing craze as the press 
would have people believe. 

It goes back to 1966 when thou
sands of women at the national weap
ons factory at Herstal went on strike 
for 13 weeks around the demand 
"Equal pay for equal work." This is 
also the central demand being raised 
by the "Dolle Mina's," alongside other 
demands for equal education for boys 
and girls, more (free) nurseries, free 
contraceptives as well as the oppor
tunity to get medically-controlled abor
tions, struggle against the double stan
dard, etc. 

The struggle these women will wage 
will throw even greater light on the 
contradiction and hypocrisy of our 
society. Through their ownexperiences 
they will learn that they cannot achieve 
their demands within the framework 
of existing economic structures, though 
at the moment all kinds of forces are 
trying to steer them down already 
beaten paths .... 

There can be no doubt, in my opin
ion, that the necessary structural re
forms will require a revolution. Our 
task is to see to it that the revolution 
truly liberates women. "Socialism is 
not a guarantee, but a necessary con
dition, of a worthy life." 

Larg•Format Paperback Books 
From Merit Publishers 

Produced in this format to keep prices down, 
dlese books have pages, 8 1/2 X 11 Inches, 
containing 2 1/2 to 3 times as many words 
aa those of the average book. 

Leon Trotsky, The Man and His Work 
Reminiscences and appraisals by 18 writers 
128 pages, illustrated $2.45 

Revolt in France 
Reports and analyses of the May-June 
1968 events. 
168 pages, Illustrated $1.95 

Marxist Essays in American History 
128 pages $2.45 

Writings of Leon Trotsky (1937-38) 

184 pages $2.95 

Writings of Leon Trotsky {1938-39) 

1 f>~ pages, 22 illustrations $2.96 

Writings of Leon Trotsky (lf39·40) 
12 8 pages, illustrated 

Pathfinder Press 
{formerly Merit Publishers) 

IJ2.45 

873 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003 
Write for free catalogue 
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Earth Day-no capitalist monopoly 
By RANDY FURST 

NEW YORK- According to reports 
received by The Militant, the capitalist 
politicians did not have the floor to 
themselves on Earth Day. 

Millions turned out April 22 dur
ing a day of rallies, teach-ins and aU
day programs across the country. 

In some areas, the Socialist Work
ers Party and the Young Socialist Al
liance intervened heavily, driving home 
the message that the environmental 
crisis and capitalism are inextricably 
woven together. 

In Seattle, for example, Senator Hen
ry Jackson got a taste of the mood 
of the day when he bragged to an 
audience of 500 high school students 
about what he had done to get a bill 
through Congress providing $500,000 
towards ecological reform. 

The University of Washington YSA 
passed out leaflets to the students that 
cited Jackson's rotten record on ecology 
and the war, and when the senator 
peered out over the youthful crowd 
gathered before him he saw signs that 
read, "Jackson Kills," and "End Pol
lution- Stop the War." 

Chanted the students: "Ecology in 
Vietnam!" 

Jackson's only response to SMCer 
Chris Robinson's question on why the 
senator pushed for the chemical use 
of defoliants in Vietnam, was a not
so-wen received display of rhetorical 
flag-waving. 

He finally left the hall by a back 
entrance. 

Some 3,000 gathered at the Seattle 

Center during the evening where Sen
ator Jackson was scheduled to be the 
featured speaker. But .Jackson didn't 
show. 

The main event was a panel dis
cussion including Seattle Mayor Wes
ley Uhlman and SWP senatorial can
didate Bill Massey. Uhlman repeated
ly said the reason for the government's 
lack of pollution control was lack of 
funds. 

"Whenever it's a question of the work
ing people's needs," retorted Massey, 
"the federal, state and local politicians 
of the two parties cry they don't have 
it, but for the war in Vietnam they 
have $30 billion a year." 

Michigan's liberal senator Philip 
Hart, up for reelection, got an un
usually abrasive reception at Wayne 
State University in Detroit. Some 7,000 
gave an SWP campaign supporter a 
round of applause when he took a 
microphone at an outdoor rally after 
Hart had spoken and read from an 
SWP "truth kif' which outlines the sen
ator's voting record. 

In New York City where hundreds 
of thousands participated in Earth Day 
activities, the SWP branch and YSA 
local sold large amounts of literature 
and campaign material. 

The message from the bourgeois 
politicians was "clean up your back
yard," but the word from the socialists 
was that "capitalism fouls things up." 

The April 24 issue of The Militant 
bore that slogan on the front page 
and sold more than 1,000 in New York 
April22. 

A button with the same message plus 

Calif. youth conference 

on Black student strategy 
By HERMAN FAGG 

Calif SWP candidate for governor 

SAN FRANCISCO- The Stanford 
University and San Francisco State 
College Black Student Unions have 
called for a Black Youth Conference 
to be held May 1-3 at Stanford Uni
versity. The purpose of this conference 
is to "go into the closet and talk shop 
and emerge with a united front," ac
cording to the call. The agenda for 
the two-and-a-half day conference will 
include Black political action, educa
tion, economics, and the war in Viet
nam. 

This conference comes at a crucial 
time in the struggle for Black self
determination. The victories and par
tial victories of 1967-68 over the is
sue of Black studies programs and 
departments are under attack from 
the white supremacist educational in
stitutions through reactionary mea
sures on the part of legislatures, gov
ernors and school administrators. On 
those campuses where not even par
tial victory was achieved, victimiza
tion followed. 

Two examples are the sentencing of 
several Black students at San Fernan
do Valley State College to 2-25 years 
in jail almost a year after a struggle 
for Black control of Black education; 
and the burning to the ground of the 
Black studies center at the great bea
con of liberal education, Cornell Uni
versity. 

In the California state college and 
university system, Ronald Reagan, 
S. I. Hayakawa, et al., have gone on 
a campaign to either destroy all Black 
studies programs or render them ir
relevant to and uncontrolled by the 
Black students, faculty and commu
nity. At San Francisco State College, 
scene of the longest student strike in 
U.S. history, PresidentS. I. Hayakawa 
fired the full-time faculty and ten teach-

ing aides because of a "difference on 
personnel appointments." 

The vicious attacks on the Black 
Panther Party from coast to coast raise 
the necessity for militants to come to
gether and begin hammering out 
united front defense efforts. 

The movement of Black Gls against 
the war in Vietnam, racism, and for 
democratic rights is growing larger 
and larger and making its weight felt. 
Many of the Black vets are taking 
leadership roles in the struggles of 
students and workers, and pointing 
more Blacks in the direction of taking 
action against the war in Vietnam. 

The central problem confronting the 
Black community is the absence of 
leadership capable of unifying the var
ious struggles. What is necessary is 
a mass Black political organization 
independent of the oppressor's political 
mouthpieces, the Republican and 
Democratic parties, based on a pro
gram of Black control of the Black 
community by any means necessary. 
This organization would serve as a 
tool to break Black people from the 
Democratic Party, exposing the traitor
ous roles, of Black and white Demo
crats. To show that the Stokes, Hatch
ers, Ron Dellums [Bay Area Demo
cratic Party candidate for U. S. Con
gress in the 7th district], and Carl 
Maxies [U.S. senatorial candidate for 
the Democratic Party in Washington], 
are in the pay of the Democratic Par
ty, not the Black community, and can 
in no way further the struggle. Their 
role is to channel the fight for self
determination back into the Democratic 
Party and away from independent pol
itics. 

The Black Youth Conference at Stan
ford can serve as a step in analyzing 
the struggle and clarifying a program 
around which the masses can begin 
to make headway in the struggle for 
self-determination. 

"Vote Socialist Workers" was bought 
by some 600 New Yorkers. And close 
to 1,000 purchased black balloons with 
the same anticapitalist reminder print
ed on them in white letters. The Mil
itant business office reported that 108 
subscriptions were sold in New York 
alone. 

And the list of similar events around 
the country goes on - too numerous 
to report. 

But the lessons to be drawn from 
the day's events were as clear as what 
the atmosphere will be like under so
cialism. Rather than hand the issue 
of the environmental crisis over to 
the capitalist class and their political 

VOTE )OC!ALl 

apologists, radicals must intervene. 
While capitalist politicians seized on 
an issue they thought would serve as 
a diversion, they have made a serious 
mistake. When the teach-ins began in 
the mid-sixties, politicians, even includ
ing state department figures, thought 
they could contain the rising political 
sentiment against the war. They were 
wrong. The environmental crisis is 
a real and burning issue, is a perma
nent phenomenon under capitalism, 
and is an issue that cannot be an
swered by the capitalist class. As Earth 
Day demonstrated, potential for an 
effective, independent mass movement 
is no pipe dream if radicals take a 
leading role. 

Photo by Harry Ring 

SWP campaign literature table at New York's Earth Day demonstra
tion, April 22. 

New York educational conference details- see page 11 

NY Socialist Educational 
Conference 

tasks & perspectives for the '70s 

This conference, sponsored by the 
Young Socialist Alliance, Young So
cialist Campaign Committee and Social
ist Workers Party Campaign Committee, 
is aimed at developing a clear under
standing of our future tasks. 

Conference to be held at: 
Militant Labor Forum 
873 Broadway 
New York, New York 
(212) 982-6051 

ON: Friday night, Saturday and Sun
day May 8th, 9th and lOth 

$3.00 for entire weekend/$1 for each session 
Detach and mail to YSA, 873 Broadway, N.Y., N.Y. 10003 982-6051 

Enclosed is $3 for registration 

I need housing 

Name ________________ _ _______ Phone ____________ _ 

Address 
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Politics of the Guardian split (II) 

The Guardian 

and the 
• ant1war 

movement 

By RANDY FURST 
and HARRY RING 
(Second in a series) 

(Randy Furst was a member of the 
Guardian editorial staff beginning in 
October 1967. In January of this year, 
he was elected to the newspaper's five 
member coordinating com m itt e e. 
Shortly afterward, he joined the Young 
Socialist Alliance. In April, he was 
fired from the Guardian for his po
litical views. Harry Ring has followed 
the political evolution ofthe Guardian 
since its founding in 1948.) 

Last week we reported the main facts 
in the split of the staff of the Guardian 
and the emergence, at least temporar
ily, of two Guardians. 

The original Guardian is publishing 
from "clandestine" offices under the 
continuing stewardship of Jack Smith 
and Irving Beinin. The staff workers 
who left are putting out an amor
phously anarchistic-oriented Liberated 
Guardian. They are publishing from 
339 Lafayette St. in New York, a 
building which houses assorted paci
fist and libertarian groupings, includ
ing Dave Dellinger's Liberation mag
azine. 

Assailing the anarchistic outlook of 
the splitters and their inexcusable use 
of violence as a means of settling the 
dispute, the editors of the regular 
Guardian assert that the basic issue 
is preservation of the paper's "Marx
ist- Leninist" policies. 

The Guardian is a pro-socialist pub
lication. But anyone having a mini
mum acquaintance with both Leninism 
and with the twists and turns of Guard
ian politics would be excused for a 
certain scepticism regarding the dur
ability of the declaration of adherence 
to Leninism. 

It is generally agreed that Lenin's 
principal contribution to revolutionary 
political theory was his concept of the 
revolutionary party- a politically ho
mogenous organization capable of act
ing as the combat vanguard of the 
working class and leading that class 
to political power. 

Such a party could be built, he in
sisted, only on the basis of having a 
worked-out Marxist program and by 
assembling cadres on the basis of 
agreement with such a program. Pro
gram, he argued, determines the party 
-not vice versa. 

The Guardian's approach is thevery 
opposite. Lenin argued by word and 
example that the function of a rev
olutionary paper is to hammer out, 
to clarify the political ideas on which 
a political party must be built. The 
Guardian, to the contrary, has persis
tently sought to somehow latch onto 
a movement, regardless of program, 
and let the future worry about politi
cal clarity. 

This approach was exemplified by 
its adaptation to and encouragement 
of the ultraleftism which contributed 
to the demise of SD S. 

MASS ACTION. The Oct. 21, 1967, Washington demonstration, which began with 
a massive rally at the Lincoln Memorial and culminated with a huge protest at the 
Pentagon, gave a tremendous spur to popular antiwar opposition. To the editors 
of the Guardian, the whole significance of that action lay not in the massive turnout 
but in the acts of individual resistance by a small minority at the Pentagon. 

Lenin also taught that an effective 
revolutionary party could be built on
ly in the process of relating to mass 
struggles. While rejecting every form 
of opportunism, he waged unrelenting 
war against ultraleft sectarianism, in
sisting on the need to develop the 
broadest possible united-front actions 
with other political groupings in the 
fight for specific common objectives. 

The test of war 
And one of the central places where 

Lenin categorically asserted there 
could be no abstention from the mass 
movement was in the struggle against 
war- and most particularly against 
a war being waged by one's "own" 
bourgeoisie. 

That test- the test of war- is one 
the Smith- Beinin team has flunked 
rather miserably. 

The U.S. effort to smash the Indo
chinese revolution has become a focal 
point of its drive to contain the world 
revolutionary process. By the same 
token, the magnificent resistance of 
the Vietnamese has proven a powerful 
catalyst for the world revolutionary 
movement, including theradicalization 
that is taking place in this country. 

Solidarity with the Vietnamese liber
ation movement, measured by any and 
all political considerations, is a key 
responsibility for American revolution
aries. 

But the rhetoric of solidarity is in
sufficient. Meaningful solidarity with 
the Vietnamese revolution comes down 
to a single, concrete objective- help
ing to get American imperialist forces 
out of Vietnam and all of Southeast 
Asia. Clearly, that aim can be accom
plished only if there is a sufficiently 
powerful mass pressure for the total 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Viet
nam. To substitute other objectives 
and demands- no matter how radical 
the rhetoric- is an abdication of rev
olutionary responsibility. 

Nor can it be effectively argued, as 
the Guardian has often tried, that the 
building of mass actions for withdraw
al from Vietnam contradicts or inter
feres with the building of a revolution
ary, anti-imperialist movement. The 
simple fact is that the ongoing mass 
actions against the war have proven 
the most effective instrument for devel
oping radical, anti-imperialist and an
ticapitalist consciousness and winning 
recruits to a radical commitment. 

Those who have failed or refused to 
recognize this have found themselves
at the height of the political radicali
zation - in crisis. 

The demise of SDS can be traced 
largely to its abandonment of the anti
war struggle. After making a key con
tribution by organizing the first na
tional antiwar demonstration in Wash
ington in 1965, it threw in the towel 
and declared for a perspective of sub
stituting "community organizing," 
which allegedly would "stop the sev
enth war from now." While for aperiod 

it may have seemed otherwise, that 
was the beginning of the end of SDS. 

Mass actions derided 

And, for the Guardian too, the war 
has been a major political stumbling 
block. From the time Smith and Beinin 
assumed control of the paper in 1967, 
they were in the forefront of those who 
irresponsibly and light-mindedly de
bunked the worth of mass actions 
against the war. They promoted the 
thoroughly false notion that "re
sistance" to abstract "imperialism" by 
a few was of more significance than 
building mass resistance to a concrete, 
ongoing imperialist war. 

In an Oct. 7, 1967, editorial a few 
months after the Beinin-Smith take
over, the Guardian declared the need 
to "move from protest to resistance." 
This echoed the ultraleft notion that 
a small but hardy band of "window
trashers" could be more effective in 
fighting the war than masses mobi
lized around the demand for immedi
ate withdrawal. 

Reporting on the huge Oct. 21,1967, 
Pentagon demonstration, Jack Smith 
was impressed not by the size and mil
itancy of the demonstration, or the 
clear-cut character of the demand for 
U.S. withdrawai, but' what he saw as 
the element of "resistance" in the ac
tion. 

"Content," Smith wrote Oct. 28 of 
that year, "is being injected into the 
anti-Vietnam-war movement's rhetoric 
of 'from protest to resistance' .... " 

The sort of "content" Smith had in 
mind that would presumably lay the 
basis for a more radical movement 
may be gleaned from his description 
of the rally at the Pentagon that day: 

"Aside from its superfluity, the park
ing lot rally [at the Pentagon] was 
notable for a revolutionary speech by 
Carl Davidson, SDS interorganization
al secretary . . . . 'Repression,' he said, 
'must be met, confronted, stopped by 
whatever means possible ... .' The 
next major demonstrations, he said, 
must be aimed at disrupting draft cen
ters. 'We must tear them down,' he 
said, concluding, 'and burn them 
down if necessary.'" 

The Guardian persisted in advocat
ing isolated acts of disruption. AM arch 
2, 1968, editorial advised: "The war 
machine and those who support it 
must be disrupted. The disruption must 
be such that . . . .Johnson and the 
warmongers may no longer find im
perialism profitable." 

(Wrote "Marxist-Leninist" Beinin in 
the Aug. 24, 1968, issue: "Disruption 
is not a program, and sometimes it 
can be a cover for lack of a pro
gram. Yet this year, without an ef
fective alternative, disruption seems to 
be the most creative thing to do for 
the left in most of the country.") 

Perhaps the low point came when 
a March 30, 1968, editorial baldly 

asserted: "Opposing the war in 1968 
is not a radical demand. It is a lib
eral demand, founded on the correct 
premise that U. S. imperialism is losing 
in Vietnam." 

And an Aug. 24, 1968, editorial on 
the eve of the Chicago Democratic 
Party convention wailed: " ... public 
opinion is against continuing the war. 
This leaves our movement in an am
biguous position. Our thousands will 
demonstrate in Chicago to end the 
war. Eugene McCarthy also wants to 
end the war, as do George McGovern, 
Hubert Humphrey and Lyndon .John
son. Both the Republicans and Demo
crats want to end the war." 

The editorial continued, "Whether or 
not these politicians and parties ac
tually seek to end the war- and we 
think they would prefer to disengage 
from Vietnam, though on terms fa
vorable for the continuation of im
perialism- the fact is that they have 
adopted our rhetoric. This would not 
be such a terrible loss if it were not 
that rhetoric, unfortunately, is our most 
prized possession." 

It's difficult to think of a more glar
ing example of a superficial, light
minded attitude toward so serious a 
question. Apart from how the course 
of events has demolished the prog
nosis, it's apparent that the Guardian 
editors didn't even understand what 
the antiwar movement is about. 

Of course, if the movement were sim
ply "against the war," the rhetoric could 
be easily adopted by every faker in 
the country. 

But no wing of the capitalist class 
or its political spokesmen are about 
to adopt and carry out a program 
of organizing mass action in the 
streets, not simply "against war," but 
for the immediate, unconditional with
drawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam. 

Such a program cannot be coopted 
because it goes directly and decisively 
against the most basic interests of im
perialism. It is precisely what gives 
the antiwar movement its validity, and 
its revolutionary potential. 

But, it will be argued, the Guardian 
changed its mind. In August of 1969, 
it declared it had reconsidered and de
cided that mass actions for immediate 
withdrawal are in fact objectively an
ti-imperialist and should be supported. 

We'll discuss that argument next 
week. 
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I LEON TROTSKY'S FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT------------~-

Lenin 
This is the second and final install

ment of Trotsky's "Lenin Before Oc
tober," written and first published in 
1924. The Militant is reprinting it from 
the Jan.-Feb. 1952 Fourth Internation
al, in commemoration of the April 22 
centenary of the birth of Lenin. 

The article deals with Lenin's role 
in preparing the Bolshevik Party to 
take power during the months follow
ing his return to Russia from exile 
in April 1917. 

Background information and certain 
biographical data concerning theApril 
Theses, the July Days, Kerensky, Kor
nilov, and others is contained in the 
introduction to the first installment. 

The time period referred to at the 
opening of this installment is July. A 
wave of terror had been set off against 
the Bolsheviks following the largely 
spontaneous uprisings earlier in the 
month. Lenin was in Petersburg, in 
hiding. 

* * * 
Lenin's mood at the turn of the tide 
What was Lenin's frame of mind at 

the time? If one were to characterize 
it in a couple words, one would have 
to say that it was a mood of restrained 
impatience and deep anxiety. He saw 
clearly that the moment was nearing 
when everything would have to be 
poised on a razor's edge and at the 
same time it seemed to him, and not 
without good reason, that among the 
top party circles all the necessary con
clusions were not being drawn. The 
conduct of the central committee he 
regarded as too passive and dilatory. 

Lenin did not consider it possible to 
return openly to work, because he 
justifiably feared that his arrest would 
con solid ate and even strengthen the 
dilatory mood among the party chiefs, 
and this would unavoidably lead to 
letting slip of an exceptional revolution
ary situation ... This was the reason 
why Lenin's vigilance in these days 
and weeks reached its climax, as did 
his pouncing upon every sign of 

on the 
"Fabian strategy" [The Fabians were 
British socialists who promoted the 
notion that capitalism would gradu
ally evolve into socialism, that no 

· revolutionary struggle would be neces
sary], every intimation of dilatoriness 
and indecision. He demanded an im
mediate start toward correctly organ
ized conspiratorial work: Let us catch 
the enemy by surprise and wrest the 
power- and then we shall see. This, 
however, provides a subject for a more 
detailed and independent study. 

The future biographer of Lenin will 
have to treat with and pay the utmost 
attention to the very fact of Lenin's 
return to Russia, and his coming in 
touch with the mass of the people. 
Except for a brief interlude in 1905, 
Lenin had spent more than a decade 
and a half in foreign exile. All this 
while, his sense of reality, his sensi
tivity to the living, toiling human being 
did not become enfeebled, but had, on 
the contrary, grown stronger owing to 
the activity of his theoretical thought 
and his creative imagination. From 
sporadic, chance meetings and obser
vations he caught on the wing and 
recreated the likeness of the whole. 
Nonetheless he had lived an exile's 
life during that period of his life when 
he completely matured for his coming 
historical role. He arrived in Peters
burg with fully fmished revolutionary 
generalizations, in which was summed 
up his entire life's socio-theoretical and 
practical experience. 

Hardly did he set foot on Russian 
soil than he issued the slogan of the 
socialist revolution. But this marked 
only the beginning of the verification, 
by the living experience of the awak
ened toiling masses of Russia, of every
thing that Lenin had accumulated, 
thought out to the end, and made his 
own. Lenin's formulas withstood the 
test. More than this, only here in Rus
sia, in Petersburg, did these formulas 
become filled with day-to-day, invin
cible concreteness and thereby with 
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eve of 
insuperable power. 

It was now no longer necessary to 
recreate a panoramic likeness of the 
whole by way of reconstructing it from 
separate, more or less accidental spec
imens. The whole made itself known, 
speaking with all the tongues of the 
revolution. And here Lenin showed, 
and perhaps felt fully for the first 
time himself, to what measure he pos
sessed the ability to hear the still cha
otic voice of the awakening masses. 
With what profround organic con
tempt did he watch the mouse-play 
of the leading parties of the February 
revolution, these waves of "mighty" 
public opinion which ricocheted from 
one newspaper to the next; with the 
same contempt he watched and noted 
the myopia, the narcissism, the noisy 
loquacity, in brief- Official, February 
Russia. 
Attuned to the rumbling of revolution 

Behind this scene, set with democratic 
decorations, he heard the rumbling of 
events of an entirely different order. 
Whenever skeptics used to call his at
tention to all the great difficulties in 
the way, to the mobilization of bour
geois public opinion, the existence of 
the elemental petty-bourgeois mass, he 
would set his jaws, and his prominent 
cheekbones would jut out more angu
larly than ever. This was a sign that 
he was holding himself back from 
telling these skeptics, clearly and point
edly, what he really thought of them. 

He saw and understood the obsta
cles no less than others did, but he 
apprehended, lucidly, tangibly, nay, 
physically those titanic forces accumu
lated by history that were now ripping 
into the open in order to cast aside 
all the obstacles. He saw, he heard 
and apprehended, before all the Rus
sian worker, whose class had grown 
in numbers, who had not yet forgotten 
the experience of 1905, who had be
hind him the school of war, who had 
passed through its illusions as well 
as through the tinsel and lie of de
fensism, and who was ready now for 
the greatest of sacrifices, and for ex
ertions never seen before. 

Lenin physically felt the soldier, 
stunned by three years of hellish 
slaughter- meaningless, aim I e s s
and now, awakened by the thunder 
of the revolution, preparing to pay 
back for all these meaningless sacri
fices, all those humiliations and cuffs 
on the ear by way of an explosion of 
raging hate that spares nothing. 

Lenin heard the muzhik, who still 
dragged the century-old chains of serf
dom, and who now, thanks to the 
upheaval caused by the war, sensed 
for the first time the possibility of 
settling accounts, terribly, ruthlessly, 
with the oppressors, the slaveholders, 
the gentry, the nobility. The muzhik 
was still helplessly milling around hes
itating to choose between [Social Rev
olutionary leader] Chernov's bunk-ol
ogy and his own "measures," i.e., the 
great agrarian mutiny. The soldier 
still kept shifting from one foot to the 
other, seeking for pathways in between 
patriotism and frantic desertion. The 
workers till listened, but already mis
trustfully and semi-hostilely, to the last 
tirades of [Menshevik leader] Tseretelli. 
Already the steam gurgled impatiently 
in the boilers of Kronstadt warships. 

The sailor, combining in his person 
the razor-edged hate of the workers 
and the muffled bear-like wrath of the 
muzhik; the sailor, seared by the flames 
of the horrible slaughter, was already 
dumping overboard all those who in 
his eyes personified the various spec
ies of feudalistic, bureaucratic and mil
itary oppression. The February rev
olution was about to jump the track 
and roll over the embankment. 

The rags and patches of czarist le
gality were gathered up by thecompro
misist saviors, smoothed out, sewn 
together and converted into the thin 

the OctcbE 
pellicle of democratic legality. But un
derneath it everything gurgled and 
seethed, all the wrongs of the past 
sought for outlets; hatred toward the 
cop on the beat, toward the police 
captain, the district inspector, the chief 
of police, the police commissioner, the 
registrar, the manufacturer, theusurer, 
the landowner, the parasite, the lily
handed one, the reviler, the face-slap
per- this hatred prepared a revolution
ary eruption, greatest on record. 

It was this that Lenin heard and 

foot· 
frorr 
land 

[L 
ace 
his 
hyst 
of b 
fled 
Finr 
pret• 
crew 

Tl: 

·REVOLUTIONISTSSEIZE 
PLEDGE IS TO 

No Action Conoiderod Yot in Re- Salchnovsky Thinks Revolt 

1•nt to Publiohinc Propor
tion of Short Saln. 

saw; it was this that he felt physically 
with invincible clarity, with absolute 
conviction, when, after a long absence, 
he came in touch with this land seized 
by paroxysms of the revolution. 

Grime-covered workers 
in ballerina's palace 

"You little fools, you petty braggarts, 
you dolts, you think that history is 
made in drawing rooms where upstart 
democrats rub elbows with titled lib
erals; where yesterday's nonentitie~ 

from among provincial lawyers hast
ily learn the art of bowing and kissing 
little hands of illustrious ladies? You 
little fools! You little braggarts! You 
dolts! History is being made in the 
trenches where, intoxicated by the 
nightmarish fumes of war, the soldier 
plants his bayonet in an officer's belly 
and then rides the freight-train tops, 
deserting to his native village, there 
to let the red cock loose over the manor 
house. 

"Does this barbarism offend your 
soul? Don't burn yourselves out with 
anger. History has this to say to you: 
You are welcome to all I have .... 
These are merely the end-products of 
everything that had gone before. You 
seriously imagine that history is made 
in your Contact Commissions? Non
sense, infant prattle. Delusions! Cretin
ism! History, for your information, 
has this time chosen as its trial lab
oratory the palace of Kshesinskaia, 
the dancer, former mistress of aformer 
czar. And from here, from this struc
ture-symbol of Old Russia, history is 
preparing to liquidate y~ur entire Pe
tersburgish-cz aristic, bureaucratico
noble, landlord-bourgeois rot and in
decency. Hither, to this palace of a 
former Imperial ballerina, are stream
ing grime-covered factory delegates, 
greyish, pockmarked and lice-ridden 

DRI~ 

tion 
how 
own• 
oluti 
in r 
Leni 
broa 
revo 
were 
to l 
to h 
The 
alrec: 
Ksh1 
sam1 
was 
withi 
post 
Peop 

Se1 
insid 
cons 
SO II 

char 
had 
an xi 
denc 
of p 
wod 
morr 
thea 
tral 
ties 
With 
his < 
part: 
and 
the J 

SUm I 

plaCI 
checl 
terre 
way, 
by c 
cros1 



1970 Friday, May 8, 1970 THE MILITANT Page 9 

ctcber Revolution 
un
and 
past 

the 
>lice 
:hief 
, the 
trer, 
lily
lap
ion-

and 

foot-messengers from the trenches, and 
from here they spread all over the 
land the new, prophetic words." 

[Lenin hid out in Kshesinskaia's pal
ace briefly during the July days when 
his enemies were trying to whip up 
hysteria against him by accusing him 
of being a German agent. Shortly he 
fled Petersburg for a farm near the 
Finnish border where he was able to 
pretend he was part of the harvest 
crew.] 

The Ministers-in-Woe of the revolu-

the party in order to confront the 
top party circles with the need to act 
and go the limit. 

To form a correct estimate of Lenin's 
conduct in this period, it is essential 
to establish one thing, namely: that he 
had unbounded faith in the desire and 
ability of the masses to accomplish 
the revolution; but he did not have the 
same confidence in regard to the party 
staff. And at the same time Lenin 
understood with a clarity beyond all 
clarity that there was not a minute to 
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tion met in council after council on 
how to restore this palace to its lawful 
owner. Bourgeois, SRist [Socialist Rev
olutionary], Menshevist papers bared 
in rage their rotten teeth because 
Lenin, from Kshesinskaia's balcony, 
broadcast the slogans of the socialist 
revolution. But these belated efforts 
were to no avail. They added neither 
to Lenins' s hate of Old Russia, nor 
to his will to settle accounts with it. 
The first as well as the second had 
already approached its limit. On 
Kshesinskaia's balcony, stood the 
same Lenin who two months later 
was to hide in a haystack and who, 
within a few weeks, was to assume the 
post of chairman of the Council of 
People's Commissars. 

Party moods and the masses 
Seeing all this, Lenin also saw that 

inside the party itself there existed a 
conservative resistance- at first not 
so much political as psychological in 
character- to that great leap which 
had to be made. Lenin watched with· 
anxiety the widening lack of correspon
dence between the moods of a section 
of party chiefs and the millions of 
workers. He was not satisfied for a 
moment with the formal adoption of 
the armed-uprising formula by the cen
tral committee. He knew the difficul
ties of transition from word to deed. 
With all the force and resources at 
his command he strove to subject the 
party to the pressure of the masses 
and the party's central committee to 
the pressure of its rank and me. He 
summoned individual comrades to his 
place of refuge, gathered reports, 
checked them, arranged for cross-in
terrogations, and in every conceivable 
way, from below, from deep inside, 
by circuitous paths and in every criss
cross way, he sped his slogans into 

and Armored Ca!'l Allo 
Brought Into Battle Waged 

by Searohlight. 

lose. A revolutionary situation cannot 
be arbitrarily preserved, like a vegeta
ble, until the moment when the party 
is ready to make use of it. We have 
seen a similar experience recently in 
Germany. 

Not so long ago we had to listen to 
a view that if we had not taken power 
in October, we would have done so 
two or three months later. A gross 
delusion! Had we not taken power in 
October, we would not have taken it 
at all. Our strength prior to October 
lay in the uninterrupted flow of the 
masses to us, the influx of those who 
believed that this party would do what 
the rest had failed to do. If the masses 
had perceived any vacillation on our 
part at this moment, any delay, any 
discrepancy between our word and our 
deed, then in the course of the next 
two or three months, the masses would 
have ebbed away from us, just as they 
previously did from the SRs and the 
Mensheviks. The bourgeoisie would 
have gained a breathing spell and 
would have used it to conclude a peace. 
The relation of forces could have 
changed drastically, and the proletar
ian overturn would have been post
poned to an indefinite future. It was 
just this that Lenin understood, ap
prehended and felt. From this sprang 
his alarm, his mistrust and his fiert::e 
pressure which proved to be the sal
vation of the revolution. 

The inner-party disagreementswhich 
flared stormily in the October days, 
had already manifested themselves in a 
preliminary way during several prior 
stages of the revolution. The first col
lision, the most principled one but 
still calmly theoretical in tone, arose 
immediately upon Lenin's arrival. It 
was the conflict over his [April 4] 
theses. The second muffled clash oc-

curred in connection with the armed 
demonstration of April20. Thethird
around the projected armed demon
stration of June 10. The "moderates" 
held that Lenin wanted to foist an 
armed demonstration upon them with 
a view toward an uprising. 

[On April 20 a spontaneous armed 
demonstration of workers headed to
ward a pro-government demonstration 
simultaneously occurring in Peters
burg. The intervention of a delegation 
from the Soviet averted a confronta
tion. On June 10 the Bolshevik minor
ity in the Soviets was preparing a 
mass demonstration around the slogan 
"Down with the 10 capitalist minis
ters!" The demonstration was banned 
by the Executive of the First All-Rus
sian Congress of Soviets. The Soviet 
majority of Mensheviks and Social 
Revolutionaries called for another 
demonstration June 18 in support of 
their policies- Mensheviks and Social 
Revolutionaries were participating in 
the government along with the cap
italist ministers. However, to their dis
may, 500,000 workers and soldiers 
marched, but virtually all the banners 
consisted of Bolshevik slogans.] 

The next and much sharper conflict 
flared up in connection with the July 
days. The differences broke into the 
press. A further stage in the develop
ment of this internal struggle was 
reached on the question of the Pre
Parliament. [The coalition government 
kept postponing elections to the Con
stituent Assembly, which the Bolshe
viks were demanding, out of fear that 
it would be too radical. The moderate 
Socialists went along with this post
ponement, but in the meantime put 
together a substitute known as the Pre
Parliament.] This time in the party's 
parliamentary fraction two groupings 
collided breast to breast. Were any 
minutes taken of this session? Were 
these minutes preserved? I do not 
know. But these debates are unques
tionably of extraordinary interest. 

Two tendencies were delineated quite 
clearly: the one, in favor of taking 
power; the other, in favor of playing 
an oppositional role in the Constituent 
Assembly. The partisans of boycotting 
the Pre-Parliament were in the minor
ity, but it was a minority almost as 
large as the majority. 

To these debates in the fraction and 
the decision adopted by it (in favor of 
participating in the Pre-Parliament) 
Lenin, from his hideout, reacted swift
ly by way of a letter to the central 
committee. This letter, in which Lenin 
declared himself, in more than vigor
ous terms, in solidarity with the boy
cotters of the "Buligynite Duma" of 
Kerensky-Tseretelli, I have been un
able to locate in the second part of 
Volume XIV of Lenin's Collected 
Works. [The Buligyn Duma was con
vened by the czar in 1905 in order to 
try to head off the then unfolding 
revolution.] Has this extremely valu
able document been preserved? 

The differences reached their highest 
tension immediately before the October 
stage, when under discussion was the 
final adoption of the course toward 
the uprising and the setting of a date 
for it. And finally, even after the Oc
tober 2 5 overturn, the differences grew 
sharp in the extreme over the question 
of a government in coalition with the 
other socialist parties. 

It would be interesting in the max
imum degree to reconstruct, down to 
the last detail, Lenin's role on the eve 
of April 20, on the eve of June 10, 
and of the July days. "We did many 
foolish things in July," Lenin used to 
say later in private conversations and, 
as I recall, he repeated it at a confer
ence with the German delegation on the 
March events in Germany in 1921. 
Of what did these "foolish things" con
sist? Of vigorous, or rather over-vigor
ous probings; of active, or rather much 
too active reconnoitering&. Without 
such reconnoiterings, from time to 
time, we could have fallen behind the 
masses. But on the other hand, as 
everybody knows, an active reconnoi
tering action may sometimes pass in
volunt!lrily into a general battle. This 
was almost the case in July. But the 
signal for retreat was given in plenty 
of time. And in those days the enemy 
lacked the courage to force matters to 
a showdown. And it was by no means 
accidental that this courage was lack
ing. Kerenskyism is half-and-half by 
its very nature; and this cowardly 
Kerenskyism tended to paralyze Kor
nilovism all the more, the more Keren
skyism itself stood in fear of Kornilov
ism. 
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The Black Ghetto by Robert Vernon 

Why Watts Exploded by Della Rosso 

Harlem Stirs by Fred Holstead 

Freedom Now: New Stage in the Struggle for Negro Emancipation, 

1963 SWP Resolution 

Block Nationalism and Self-Determination by leon Trotsky 

Murder in Memphis: Martin luther King and the Future of the Block 

liberation Struggle 

Cloth 

$7.50 

5.95 

6.95 

4.95 

5.95 

Paper 

$1.25 

1.95 

.95 

1.00 

.35 

.40 

1.95 

.35 

.35 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.65 

2.45 

.35 

.35 

.50 

.35 

2.50 

.25 

.95 

.25 
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Prosecution 'farcical'; 
Ill. court acquits Sutton 

By BRUCE SCHEFF 
CHICAGO - S. Thomas Sutton, 

spokesman for the right-wing terror
ist Legion of Justice, was acquitted 
April 27 of charges of possession of 
stolen property. The charges stemmed 
from a Nov. 12, 1969, news con
ference at which Sutton displayed ma
terials stolen in a Nov. 1 raid on 
the Chicago headquarters ofthe Young 
Socialist Alliance and the Socialist 
Workers Party and took credit for the 
attack in the name of the Legion of 
Justice. 

The acquittal was mainly due to 
the obvious attempt of the "prosecu
tion," the state's attorney's office, to 
present an extremely weak case for 
conviction, thus allowing Sutton to 
go free. State Prosecutor Gene Willins 
consistently maneuvered in favor of 
the defense. He refused to subpoena 
a video-tape of the news conference 
which clearly showed Sutton in pos
session of the stolen material( the state's 
attorney's office had previously com
mitted itself to obtaining the film) and 
carefully refrained from asking the 
witnesses any questions that would 
bring out certain essential facts in the 
case- for example, Sutton's statement 
at the news conference that the stolen 

tapes and records would be publicly 
burned. 

When Sutton several times made 
statements under oath which all evi
dence appeared to contradict, Willins 
did not even bother to cross-examine 
him. 

The Chicago reporters who covered 
the event for the press and radio were 
particularly outraged by the farcical 
trial. One newsman who witnessed the 
trial said, "This whole thing stinks. 
The state's attorney didn't even try to 
prosecute this case. He had absolute
ly no reason to refuse to subpoena 
that video-tape. I've seen it. If nothing 
else incriminates Sutton, that film does." 

At a news conference the following 
day, Laura Miller, secretary of the 
Committee for Defense Against Ter
rorist Attacks, outlined the committee's 
response to the acquittal of Sutton: 
"Yesterday's acquittal of S. Thomas 
Sutton exposed the role of the state's 
attorney's office in encouraging fas
cist-like groups such as the Legion 
of Justice, the Minutemen and the 
Nazi party to continue their violent 
criminal activities. Yesterday in court, 
Sutton explained that he didn't know 
what the Nov. 12 press conference 
was all about, that he was merely 
handed sheets of paper and that he 

Six go over the top 
in Militant sub campaign 

By FLAX HERMES 
Militant business manager 

APRIL 29 - As we start the last 
stretch of our subscription drive, Ta
coma, Wash., and Twin Cities, ~Hnn., 
have completed their quotas for a total 
of seven areas on or over the 100 
percent mark. 

Areas occupying the top third of the 
scoreboard just need to put the finish
ing touches on the good work they've 
been doing for the last two months 
and they'll make it. 

The other areas, however, must go 
on a mobilization basis to fill their 
quotas. 

One new aspect of the sub drive this 
spring has been the increase in the 
number of areas which are sending 
in subs. At the end of the fall drive 
41 areas were listed on the scoreboard. 

This week we added Brookings, South 
Dakota, to the spring scoreboard for 
a total of 62 areas. 

We received two letters from Brook
ings. The first started, "We had a sub
scription drive of our own in Brook
ings, South Dakota. We did pretty 
well considering the location and every
thing." It closed with, "p.s. Please put 
us on the scoreboard, because we've 
never been noted for anything." ~ine
teen subs were enclosed! 

A few days later we received another 
letter. "Students are really starved for 
news around here," and nine more subs. 
Evidently there's a wider audience for 
The Militant in South Dakota than even 
our regular readers there had believed. 

We think it's that way across the 
country! Let's keep the subs rolling 
in and finish off in fine style. 

Subscription scoreboard 
City Quota New subs San Francisco, Calif. 475 295 
Portsmouth, N.H. 15 26 Berkeley, Calif. 375 228 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 40 57 Gainesville, Fla. 50 30 
Albany, N.Y. 25 33 logan, Utah 25 15 
Paterson, N.J. 30 34 San Diego, Calif. 100 58 
Boston, Mass. 350 383 Hayward, Calif. 75 41 
Tacoma, Wash. 40 41 Red Hook, N.Y. 15 8 
Twin Cities, Minn. 250 250 Newark, N.J. 75 36 
Philadelphia, Pa. 325 313 Milwaukee, Wis. 40 19 
Austin, Texas 150 140 St. louis, Mo. 30 14 
Washington, D.C. 125 110 Bloomington, Ind. 50 23 
DeKalb, Ill. 100 87 Madison, Wis. 200 92 
Chicago, Ill. 500 433 long Island, N.Y. 65 29 
New York, N.Y. 1100 945 Hoboken, N.J. 30 13 
Detroit, Mich. 350 300 Oshkosh, Wis. 35 15 
Johnson City, Tenn. 25 21 Eastern Washington State 50 19 
Ypsilanti, Mich. 25 21 Kansas City, Mo. 60 22 
Atlanta, Ga. 225 186 Portland, Ore. 30 11 
Phoenix, Ariz. 55 45 Columbus, Ohio 60 20 
Providence, R.I. 80 65 Binghamton, N.Y. 120 38 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 50 40 Champaign, Ill. 25 6 
New Haven, Conn. 10 8 Oberlin, Ohio 25 6 
Worcester, Mass. 50 40 Boulder-Denver, Colo. 120 27 
los Angeles, Calif. 500 397 San Joaquin Valley, Calif. 25 5 
Seattle, Wash. 200 157 Mansfield, Pa. 40 6 
Kent, Ohio 75 55 Knoxville, Tenn. 20 2 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 35 26 Athens, Ohio 25 2 
La Crosse, Wis. 15 11 Chapel Hill, N.C. 25 2 
Cleveland, Ohio 350 250 Flint, Mich. 15 1 
El Paso, Texas 35 24 Brookings, S.Dak. 28 
Houston, Texas 100 64 General 190 
Oxford, Ohio 25 16 
Hamilton&Ciinton, N.Y. 35 22 TOTAL 7570 5902 

only read from them. He went so 
far as to say that he never heard 
of the YSA before the press conference. 
Sutton stated that he had no knowl
edge of the stolen materials in the 
boxes in front of him. This fantastic 
story was passed by without ques
tion by Prosecutor Willins. 

"The Committee for Defense Against 
Terrorist Attacks is investigating with 
its attorneys further legal action against 
S. Thomas Sutton. The April 27 court 
decision involving Sutton represents 
a clear potential danger to the dem
ocratic liberties of all Chicagoans. 
DATA has demanded a meeting Mon
day, May 4, with state's attorney Han
rahan to demand an explanation of 
the conduct of his office and the lack 
of prosecution of S. Thomas Sutton 
and all cases tended against members 
of the Legion of Justice. We will con
tinue to press for a grand jury in
vestigation of all the illegal activities 
of the Legion of Justice and of the 
police connections with Sutton and his 
group." 

On Wednesday, April 29, three more 
victims of the Legion of Justice come 
to trial on frame-up charges. Allan 
Zwierzko, Randy Boyd and David 
Collins were handed John Doe sum
monses at the April 15 antiwar march 
in Chicago for violation of an ob
scure municipal code law which pro
hibits "carrying the flag of a hostile 
nation in any public demonstration." 
The three youth, two of whom were 
carrying red flags and the third a 
flag of the Vietnamese Provisional Rev
olutionary Government, were served 
with the summonses after being sys
tematically pointed out to the police 
by Stephen Sedlacko and Thomas K. 
Stew art, two known supporters of the 
Legion of Justice. Both are currently 
under charges for their participation 
in criminal activities of the Legion. 

S. Thomas Sutton 

Now a Pamphlet! 

Revolutionary Strategy 
• the In 

Imperialist Countries 

By Ernest Mandel 35C 
THE SPEECH NIXON AND MITCHELL TRIED TO BAN 

Pathfinder Press 
{formerly Merit Publishers) 

873 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003 
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ARIE BOBER, spokesman for 
revolutionary, anti-Zionist Is
raeli Socialist Organization, is 
now on national speaking tour 
of U.S. under auspices of Com
mittee on New Alternatives in 
the Middle East. Bober has 
already spoken to thousands 
of people from New England 
to Florida to California. Tour 
will continue through middle 
of June. 

Michigan SWP 

enters race for 

board at Wayne 

By MICHAEL SMITH 
DETROIT - John Porter and Sue 

Winsten, students at Detroit's Wayne 
State University, have announced their 
campaigns as Socialist Workers Party 
candidates for the school's Board of 
Governors in the November elections. 

The state attorney general recently 
stated that he saw a conflict of interest 
in a student sitting on the elite board. 

Seven of the present eight board 
members are white; five are Repub
licans; and, with the exception of one 
member, all are middle-aged or over. 
Collectively, they reflect the interests 
of the Democratic and Republican 
parties, a conservative German news
paper, an investment company, a law 
firm, and Michigan Bell Telephone, 
among others. 

Announcing his decision to run, Por
ter stated, "Of primary concern to me 
as a Black candidate is Black enroll
ment on the campus and a Black 
studies program. Wayne's Black stu
dent population is 13.3 percent, a fig
ure that may sit all right with tokenists, 
but which must be viewed as totally 
inadequate to the needs of the Black 
community, approximately half of De
troit's total population." 

Porter is campaigning for open ad
missions, an increase in Black faculty 
and an autonomous Black studies 
program to "ensure the most complete 
and faithfully reconstructed account of 
the Black experience in America." 

Sue Winsten, a leading Student Mo
bilization Committee activist, said her 
campaign would seek to expose Wayne 
State's role in Southeast Asia and 
pledged support to the SMC's anticom
plicity campaign. 

She scored the school's child-care 
program, for not being available to 
nonstudent mothers, as well as being 
costly and seldom open. 

Calling for free birth control infor
mation and dispensation, as well as 
honest history courses on women, she 
pointed out that women need to orga
nize as women. "I will be working to 
build a women's liberation group at 
Wayne, which will struggle around 
these issues." 

Both candidates declared their soli
darity and support for the Highland 
Park Junior College students who are 
striking for more control over their 
school, against what was termed a 
"racisf' and "obstinate" board of edu
cation. 
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Andrew Pu I ley sets 
race against Dellums 

BERKELEY - Andrew Pulley, a 
former G I, nationally known for his 
role in the case of the "Fort Jackson 
Eight," on April 28 announced his 
candidacy for the 7th congressional 
district, which includes most of Berke
ley and part of North Oakland. Run
ning on the Socialist Workers Party 
ticket, his main opponent will prob
ably be Ron Dellums, a Black Dem
ocrat who is currently a member of 
the Berkeley city council, and who 
is expected to win the Democratic pri
mary on June 2. 

Pulley was born in Greenwood, Miss., 
and grew up in the ghettos of Cleve
land. He was pushed out of school 
in the lOth grade. 

He joined the Army in 1967 in an 
attempt to escape the oppressive con
ditions of the ghetto and to finish 
his high school education. He earned 
his diploma, but discovered that the 
Army was as oppressive and racist 
as the ghetto. 

It was to fight against Army dis
crimination and the war in Vietnam 
that he joined Gls United Against the 
War in Vietnam at Ft. Jackson, S. C. 
He and the other Gls of the Fort 
Jackson Eight were imprisoned in the 
spring of 1968 for expressing their an
tiwar views. National publicity forced 
the Army to drop all charges, and 
Andrew Pulley was discharged from 
the Army after spending 61 days in 
the stockade. 

In announcing his campaign, Pulley 

Radical women 

hold successful 
media parley 

By BARBARA FEINSTEIN 
NEW YORK- Over 100 women got 

together at the East Coast Media Con
ference held April 25-26 to hash out 
the burning questions of sexism in the 
radical media. A wide range of under
ground and women's newspapers, 
movement publications and media col
lectives were represented at the con
ference which took place in the Wash
ington Square Methodist Church. 

After Marilyn Salzman-Webb of the 
women's liberation newspaper Of/Our 
Backs opened the conference with a 
brief talk, the women broke up into 
workshops which took up the bulk of 
the two days. Workshops dealt with 
the areas of copy, graphic materials, 
rdations with the bourgeois media, 
"collectivity" (mainly concerned with 
the issue of whether or not women 
should take over their organizations 
or the production of their newspapers 
as did Rat women in New York), 
attitudes toward female homosexuality, 
and alternatives to sexist advertising. 

The conference was organized by 
the women's caucus at Liberation 
News Service to support the formation 
of strong women's caucuses with deci
sion-making power in every possible 
area of movement media. LNS has 
been a major source of alternatemedia 
news coverage on women's liberation. 

Maoism in the U.S. 
A critical history of the Pro
gressive Labor Party 

by Mary-Alice Waters 

24 pp. 8 1/2 X 11 50~ 

PATHFINDER PRESS, INC. 
(formerly Merit Publishers) 

873 Broadway, 

New York, N.Y. 10003 

stated that his central purpose was to 
provide a challenge to the parties of 
capitalism and to expose the Dem
ocratic Party as a racist party that 
can in no way be a vehicle for Black 
liberation. 

Dellums' campaign for the Demo
cratic nomination is laced with radical
sounding rhetoric and tries to appeal 
to radicals seeking an alternative. "One 
congressman can work," a typical Del
lums campaign leaflet states, "to ex
pose the danger of reactionary politi
cians and expedient liberal politicians 
and press for approaches that get to 
the root cause, not just the effect." 

The Dellums campaign is trying to 
appeal to the Black community on 
the basis that Dellums is a "regular" 
Democrat who can represent the com
munity better than the incumbent Co
helan, a white liberal. 

But at the same time, Dellums is 
trying to present himself to the white 
radical community as an "irregular 
Democrat." He is pictured as being 
almost a revolutionary who is simply 
using the Democratic Party as a tool 
to serve progressive ends. His liberal 
backers are expending considerable 
energy trying to convince Berkeley 
activists that Dellums is really "their 
man." 

The confrontation between Pulley and 
Dellums with their opposing views on 
the nature of the Democratic Party and 
its role in the Black community prom
ises to make the race in the 7th con
gressional district an important one., 

Ron Dellums 

Andrew Pulley 

No peace on campus 

as spring offensive grows 
By RANDY FURST 

For the nation's campuses last week, 
it was another round of student dem
onstrations. 

The issues were strikingly familiar 
-the war, Black control, repression 
of the Black Panthers, and student 
rights. 

The spring offensive was on, com
plete with mass rallies, building sei
zures and in Lawrence, Kansas, a 
call-up of the National Guard. 

At Yale University, momentum has 
been building in protest against the 
New Haven trial of nine Black Pan
thers and Panther chairman Bobby 
Seale on frame-up charges. 

Accused of conspiring to murder one 
of their members, the Panther defen
dants have won widespread sympa
thy from students at the Ivy League 
school. Student strikers erected picket 
lines around most undergraduate 
classroom buildings, sharply reducing 
attendance. 

Even Kingman Brewster, Jr., presi
dent of Yale University and smooth
sounding apologist for the ruling 
class was driven to comment that he 
was "appalled and ashamed" at the 
state of affairs in New Haven. Said 
Brewster: "Things have come to such 
a pass that I am s~eptical of the ability 
of Black revolutionaries to achieve a 
fair trial anywhere in the U. S." 

Even more convinced are student 
radicals. Three days of demonstra
tions around the Panther trial are 
slated for New Haven, beginning May 
1. 

In Oxford, Ohio, many of the 176 
students arrested in a building seizure 
last week were put on a year's proba
tion by a county judge. 

At Boston College, students went on 
strike after the announcement that 
tuition was going to be hiked from 
$2,000 to $2,500. 

There were reports of anti-ROTC 
demonstrations in Columbus, Ohio; 
Palo Alto, Calif.; Penn State in State 
College,Pa.; and .Renssaleaer Polytech
nic Institute in Troy, N.Y.; and Hon
olulu, Hawaii. 

At Keuka College in New York, 
Black students staged a walkout. 

At three New York City University 
colleges, most classes were boycotted 
to protest an increase in tuition and 
fees scheduled to go into effect next 
fall. At Lehman College in the Bronx, 
students went on strike over demands 
ranging from no cuts in the SEEK 
program for Black and Puerto Rican 
students to a 24 hour child-care center. 
At New York University, strikingcam
pus employees voted to return towork, 
after an agreement was worked out to 
hold elections May 15. Workers will 
decide then whether to name District 
65 of the Wholesale, Retail, Office and 
Processing Union as their bargaining 
agent. 

At the State University of New York 
in Binghamton where students have 
twice voted to bar military recruiters, 
the antiwar movement has won a sig
nificant victory. The office in charge 
of recruitment canceled the April 30 
recruitment day when Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marine recruiters were 
scheduled to show up. The reason, ac
cording to the university, was lack 
of interest on the part of the student 
body. More to the point was the com
bined opposition to recruitment by the 
student government, SMC, YSA, SDS
and the majority of the student body. 

In Detroit, a picket line of some 400 
greeted the Highland Park College ad
ministration's efforts to reopen the 
school April 20. The administration, 
in conjunction with the Highland Park 
police department, has waged a cam
paign of public slander and harass
ment of the strikers. The strikers have 
followed a four-fold strategy: No de
struction of property; no provocation 
of police; nonresponse to police provo
cation; and self-defense. Students' de-

mands include the removal of Dean. 
Jones and other racist administrators, 
a public announcement by the High
land Park Board of Education ack
nowledging the problems in the school 
and giving a date when negotiations 
can begin; unlimited community use of 
college and high school facilities; and 
an uncensored student newspaper. 

(Contributors to the Militant's campus 
round-up include Gary Wurtzel, Bing
hamton, N.Y.; John Hawkins, Detroit; 
George Kontanis, Boston.) 

ATLANTA 

ALTERNATIVES IN THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS-A DE
BATE. Speakers: Joel Aber, Socialist Warders Party, 

and A.F. Baradi, Egyptian Professor at Emory Uni

versity, vs. Uri Yahel and Mashe Margalit, Israeli 
students at Georgia Slate. Fri., May 8, 8 p.m. 

1176 1/2 West Peachtree lot 14th st.). Ausp: Mililani 
Bookstore. 

• 
NEW YORK 

TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES FOR THE 1970.-N.Y. 

SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE. Speakers: 

Fri., May 8, 8:30 p.m. Elizabeth Barnes, slaff writer 

far The Militant, on Women's Liberation and Social

ism. Sat., May 9, 10:30 a.m. Derrick Morrison, slaff 

writer for The Militant, on Marxism and Black Libera

tion. 2 p.m. Jon Rothschild, SWP candidate for lt. 

governor of New York, on Zionism and the Arab 
Revolution. 8:30 p.m. Jack Barnes, SWP national or

ganization secrelary, an The Coming American Rev

olution. Sun., May 10, 12 noon. Peter Camejo, SWP 

candidate for senator of Mass., on Revolutionary Strat

egy: Tasks and Perspedives for the '70s. All sessions 

at 873 Broadway lnr. 18th St.). Sponsored by: YSA, 
SWP N.Y. Campaign, and the Young Socialist Cam-

paign Committees. 

• 
TWIN CITIES 

ROOT CAUSES OF WOMEN'S OI'PRESSION. Panel 
of women's liberation activists. Sat., May 9, 8 pm. 

1 University Pl. N.E. Cantrib. 75 cents !students 50 
cents). Ausp. Twin Cities Socialist Forum. 

• 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

PROSPECTS FOR REVOLUTION TODAY-SOCIALIST 
EDUCATIONAL WEEKEND. Speakers: Fri., May 8, 8 

p.m. Derrick Morrison, staff writer far The Militant, 

on Marxism and Block Liberation. Sat., May 9, 3 p.m. 

Eloise Chase, YSA chairman, D.C. region, an Strat

egy and ladies of Revolutionary Struggle. 8 p.m. 

Fred Halstead, 1968 presidential candidate of SWP 
and leading figure In antiwar movement, an Will 

Labar Explode in the 1970s? Sun., May 10, 8 p.m. 

Dick Roberts, staff writer for The Militant, an Inflation 

and Nixon's War Policy. George Washington U, New 
Student Center. Sponsored by the Yaung Socialist 

Alliance. 

Zionism and 

the Arab Revolution 
The Myth of Progressive Israel 

by Peter Buch 
a young socialist pamphlet 

35 cents 
Order from 

PATHFINDER PRESS 
(formerly Merit Publishers) 

873 Broadway,. New York, N.Y. 10003 
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In defense of printers 

Cleveland newspaper 
workers' problems 

By JEAN TUSSEY 
[The following is the second install

ment in a series on the recently ac
cepted contract of Cleveland Typo
graphical Union No. 53. The author 
has been an active socialist and trade 
unionist for 30 years and a member 
of the International Typographical 
Union for the past 13 years.] 

The first thing the Cleveland printers 
did last year in their struggle for a 
better contract was to change their 
local leadership. On May 21, 1969, 
they elected Kenneth L. Ramella pres
ident. 

A young man of 30 and the son of 
a printer, Ramella had held no union 
office besides that of president of the 
Apprentice Association. Inexperienced 
and untested, he was opposed by the 
more conservative and cautious mem
bers and by the leadership of the two 
union political clubs. But with his 
youth and inexperience went a freedom 
from traditional craft-union hang-ups, 
a refreshing self-confidence in his abil
ity to learn, and above all, a willing
ness and determination to get involved, 
to devote himself completely to the 
union struggle. That's why the major
ity elected him. 

The next thing the membership did 
was unite behind the (wage-negotiat
ing) scale committee in a way it had 
not done in years. 

the membership and refused to recom
mend it. 

At an overflow meeting Feb. 15, 
despite Brown's warning that hewould 
not recommend strike benefits for 
Cleveland if they rejected the offier, 
the members voted 303 to 260 not to 
accept the contract. 

The next Sunday the membership 
voted to send a new committee back 
with Ramella to negotiate with the 
publishers for an acceptable contract. 

Management representatives made it 
clear they did not feel any need to 
bargain further since the local would 
get no support from the ITU if it 
struck. 

The ITU leadership, on Brown's 
recommendation, refused to accept the 
decision of the local. The rejected nego
tiating committee, which included the 
leadership of the Cleveland Progres
sive Club caucus (the national ITU 
administration is also of the Progres
sive caucus), joined with the local "In
dependents" ( conservative opposition) 
to campaign for a referendum vote on 
the rejected contract. 

In a referendum vote, every member 
of the union votes and it is not neces
sary to attend a union meeting or 
even buy a postage stamp. They vote 
where they work. And pensioners can 
come to the union hall to cast their 
ballot. Foremen, straw bosses, men 

being paid above union wages- all 
of whom must be union mem hers in 
ITU shops- also vote. 

The result: 685 ballots were cast 
for the contract, 352 against. Plain 
Dealer printers voted 162 to 143 
against the contract; Press, 177 to 49 
for it. Balloting at union headquarters, 
mostly pensioners, was 119 to 7 in 
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favor of acceptance. The balance ofthe 
votes was from small shops not in
cluded in the contract. 

The Cleveland newspaper printers 
learned who makes the decision about 
the conditions under which they have 
to work, and how the decision is made. 

Now they want to know why, and 
that is the subject of the next article. 

When the old contract expired on 
May 31, 1969, impatience with the 
lack of progress in negotiations be
gan to develop, but everyone recog
nized that the new leadership, which 
was not installed until June 15, had 
to be given a chance to take over. 

9 l.b . Women's 1 erat1on notes 
For six months the printers literally 

sweated it out. Inept management at 
the Plain Dealer moved old equipment 
out before new equipment was func
tioning properly, removed one air
conditioning system for proofreaders 
while installing another for a com
puter. Work space was also cut down 
by eliminating the proof room entirely 
and crowding more people into the 
composing room, where they worked 
in a sweltering heat of 80 to 90 de
grees all summer. 

Despite a multitude of provocations, 
the ranks maintained a self-imposed 
discipline against illegal walkouts or 
other actions that might endanger sup
port of the international union for 
negotiations or involve the local in 
costly lawsuits. 

Negotiations reached a stalemate 
July 16. On July 20, the union, in 
accordance with its procedures, voted 
to request ITU assistance. Representa
tive Richard Brown was assigned to 
aid in bargaining (a prerequisite for 
strike sanction). 

On Dec. 7, the membership rejected 
the publishers' proposal of a $51.06 
package spread out over three years. 
The vote was 339 to 9. 

On Jan. 18, they voted 360 to 9 
to ask for strike sanction. On Feb. 1, 
assured by Brown that they were au
thorized to do so, they voted 497 to 
24 to strike the two newpapers, leaving 
the tactical decision of the exact time 
to the ITU representative, and went 
back to work to await the signal. 

The signal never came. Brown took 
the scale committee back to meet with 
management and a federal mediator. 
He negotiated a few more dollars- a 
$58.11 package- in exchange for a 
three-month extension of the contract 
to 39 months, and convinced the com
mittee-with the exception of the pres
ident- that that was the bestthey could 
get. 

Ramella reported the new offer to 

The Canadian women's liberation 
movement is launching its first nation
wide campaign with an assault on the 
oppressive Canadian abortion laws. 
On April 28 an "abortion caravan"
a cavalcade of cars driven by abor
tion repeal supporters- was scheduled 
to leave Vancouver, visiting major 
cities across Canada. The caravan will 
arrive in Ottawa May 9 (Mother's 
Day eve) where a mass demonstra
tion will be held simultaneously with 
other actions throughout Canada. 
There are two central demands of this 
campaign: repeal all abortion laws 
and free abortion on demand. 

• • • 
Playboy magazine is finally begin

ning to get its comeupance. Last week, 
Shelly Schlicker, former female staff 
member for Playboy, declared war on 
"Hugh Hefner, Playboy, and every 
thing they stand for." Schlicker, who 
says she was fired from her job for 
her pro-women's liberation attitude, 
held a press conference in Chicago 
to denounce Playboy and protest her 
dismissal. "Hefner has made millions 
selling this air-brushed image of wom
en to insecure men who are taught to 
want a playful pet rather than a per
son," she said. "But it won't work. 
We will no longer sell ourselves .... " 

• • • 
Grove Press, a "radical" publishing 

house which deals in left-wing pub
lications as well as "liberated" sex lit
erature, has also come under the fire 
of women's liberation. Nine sisters 
were arrested and booked on felony 
charges on April 13 after a sit-in at 
President Barney Rosett's office. Their 
demands were: an end to all Grove 
Press books, magazines and films 
which degrade women; allocation of 
Grove profits to build 24-hour child
care and birth-control centers, and to 
provide bail for women prisoners in 
the Women's House of Detention; 51 
percent control by women of all edi-

torial and other decisions at Grove; 
recognition of the Grove employees' 
union. An organizing drive is cur
rently underway in all the major New 
York publishing houses. Contributions 
can be sent to: Grove Press Nine Bail 
Fund, c/oRAT, 241 1st St., N.Y., 
N.Y. The money will go for bail for 
women in the House of Detention. 

• • • 
The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed 

to review the decision made last No
vember by Federal District Judge Ger
hard Gesell declaring the Washington, 
D. C., anti-abortion law unconstitution
al. The high court's ruling on this case 
will have an important effect on the 
whole nationwide struggle for abor
tion repeal. Thirty-six states have 
statutes similar to the D. C. law. 

• • • 
Chauvinist quote of the week- from 

a New York Times editorial support
ing the New York abortion reform 
law: "The new law should offend the 
conscience of no man." 

• • • 
According to the April 1 7 Philadel

phia Inquirer, the organizers of a pan
el discussion on "Does Religion Op
press Women?'' at Temple University 
were unable to locate a female Cath
olic priest or woman rabbi to take 
part. They finally produced a woman 
rabbinical student- Sandy Eisenberg 
-who it is believed may become the 
first woman rabbi ever when she grad
uates. The Catholic church bars wom
en from becoming priests. 

• • • 
On April 16, the French National 

Assembly voted to give mothers equal 
authority with fathers over the up
bringing of children. Prior to this, 
the father's signature has been required 
to enroll a child in school, to enter 
him or her into an examination for 
a scholarship, or to obtain a pass
port. 

The struggle in France for legal 
equality for women has been a slow 
and tortuous one. As late as 1924, 
it was legal for a man to beat his 
wife. The vote was not won until 1945, 
and as recently as four years ago, 
French women still had no legal right 
to keep their own earnings or to take 
a job without their husband's permis-
sion . 

• • • 
Three Chicanas-Maria Elena 

Nunez, Pauline Rodriguez and Maria 
Z. Sanchez-have filed a suit charg
ing the Colorado Dept. of Labor and 
Employment with violating state law 
by refusing to investigate low wages 
paid women and children working as 
agricultural workers. Wages for Chi
cano women and children working in 
Colorado run as low as 50 cents an 
hour. 

• • • 
Austin Women's Liberation has ini

tiated a petition drive supporting the 
repeal of all abortion laws in Texas. 
In the first five days of the drive, 
1,000 signatures were- collected. 

The Texas penal code, including the 
statutes on abortions, are due for re
vision, and the women's liberation 
movement in Texas wants to show the 
sentiment that exists for the right of 
women to control their own bcdies. 
Women's liberation also plans activi
ties to publicize a court suit which 
was filed in March challenging exist
ing state laws which allow abortions 
only to save the life of the mother. 
Plaintiffs in the suit include a doctor 
charged with violating the abortion 
statutes, a young pregnant woman 
desiring a legal abortion, and a mar
ried couple who wish to act as mar
riage counselors. Texas readers wish
ing to support these actions should 
contact: Evelyn Sell, 2200-B Matthews 
Drive, Austin, Texas 78703. 

-ELIZABETH BARNES 
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City employees 

settle strike 

in Atlanta, Ga. 

By DOUG JENNESS 
ATLANTA- The Atlanta city em

ployees' strike ended on April 22 af
ter a bitter 37 day struggle. The agree
ment reached between Mayor Sam 
Massell's administration and Ameri
can Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees Union Local 
1644 gives the striking workers less 
then they originally asked for but more 
than the city was at first willing to 
grant. 

The strikers originally demanded a 
one-step wage increase ( 4.5 percent 
of the current salary) for all of At
lanta's nearly 7,000 non-supervisory 
employees; and the city's initial pro
posal was to raise the minimum wage 
to $2.14, affecting only 100 workers 
and providing free $5,000 life insur
ance policies to all workers. 

Rodney Cook in last October's may
oral race. 

The Atlanta Constitution editorial 
cited above singled out the moderate 
Black leaders whom it felt "worked 
hard behind the scenes to achieve the 
settlement. Responsible men like Sen. 
Leroy Johnson, Bishop E. L. Hickman, 
and the Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. 
Men like Jesse Hill and the Rev. Sam 
Williams and John Middleton and Ben
jam in Mays. They deserve credit." 

State Senator Leroy Johnson, a 
prominent Black Democrat, said that 
he was "proud that the workers were 
satisfied" with the offer and that their 
acceptance "justifies my efforts and 
others" in seeking a "commonsense so
lution to the strike." 

Throughout the strike there had been 
considerable friction between Hosea 
Williams, Southern Christian Leader
ship Conference leader, a few union 
leaders and the rank-and-file strikers 
on one side, and the moderate Black 
leaders listed by the Constitution and 
a part of the union leadership on the 
other. For example, on April 9 when 
a number of the moderate Black lead
ers met with Sen. Leroy Johnson, who 
was trying to obtain Black endorse
ment for a return-to-work plea, over 
100 striking city employees marched 
outside shouting criticisms of these 

"leaders." As one woman told Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Sr., in a heated 
confrontation, "We begged every last 
one of you to come to every damned 
one of our planning meetings and not 
a one of you showed up." She said 
that the established Black leadership 
had "sold us out." 

These Black politicians and minis
ters were strong supporters of Mas
sell's election campaign and feel their 
responsibility to keep the Black com
munity loyal and obedient to his lib
eral Democratic administration. They 
were scared stiff that if the strike con
tinued much longer a deep schism 
would develop between larger num
bers of Black people and Massell's 
regime. The role of these misleaders 
points out sharply the need for a break 
with capitalist politicians even in the 
pursuit of simple economic demands. 

One of the most audible sighs of 
relief expressed by Massell's supporters 
when the strike ended was that it did 
not become a "civil rights or racial 
issue." They correctly feared the real 
possibility of a mobilization of the 
Black community behind the strikers. 
Since most of the strikers were Black, 
the issues in the strike affected them 
both as workers and as Afro-Amer
icans. 

In the aftermath of the strike the 
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mayor has slipped a couple of addi
tional knives into the ribs of the 
strikers. He has announced that the 
money saved by not paying the work
ers during the strike will be used to 
hire a labor relations expert to help 
the city government avoid future "la
bor problems." He is also seeking to 
maintain the curbside garbage pickup 
instituted during the strike because it 
requires fewer workers. No doubt lay
offs can be expected in the near fu
ture. And to cap off his post-strike 
activity, he has slashed about $50,000 
from the $300,000 allocated to sum
mer recreational programs in Atlanta's 
Black ghettos. This money is needed, 
he claims, to help pay for the raises 
won by the workers. 

Despite the determination and fight
ing spirit of the strikers, they could 
not hold out indefinitely against all 
of Massell' s strikebreaking efforts with 
relatively small weekly strike benefits 
and with a substantial section of the 
reformist Black leadership working 
against them. But even though they 
won far less than they wanted and 
need, the example they set in militant
ly striking against the "liberal" city 
government is not being lost on other 
workers in Atlanta and other south
ern cities. 

The negotiated agreement provides 
for a one-step increase (approximate
ly $4.00 per week) to the 2,314 low
est paid workers effective May 1. Other 
provisions provide for a study by the 
City Personnel Board to consider mov
ing 550 men in 12 classifications to 
higher paying job classifications and 
reinstatement, without prejudice, of all 
strikers. Charges against those ar
rested during the strike are not to be 
dropped, but the city promised not 
to press the cases. This still remains 
to be seen. At the meeting where the 
strikers voted on the settlement, there 
was considerable grumbling, particu
larly because of the failure to win 
back pay lost during the five week 
strike period. 

Even before the ink was dry on the 
agreement, Mayor Mas sell and other 
spokesmen for Atlanta's ruling class 
were crowing that the settlement was 
just to both sides, which means that 
they feel the victory is theirs. An edit
orial in the April 23 Atlanta Consti
tution entitled "Responsible Settlement" 
happily chirped, "The settlement seems 
a fair one, fair to both sides." 

Imperialism in the West Indies 

"The settlement, of course, does more 
than bring about a resumption of san
itary services," stated an Atlanta Jour
nal editorial on the same day. "Most 
important, it defuses a situation that 
was becoming more and more explo
sive. If permitted to continue, it could 
have deteriorated and come under con
trol of irresponsible leadership. But 
with the settlement that danger has 
apparently been eased." 

John C. Wilson, President of Atlan
ta's Chamber of Commerce, hailed 
Sam Massell and a "handful of Black 
leaders" for bringing about "an hon
orable settlement'' of the strike. "The 
mayor," Wilson told a Northside Ki
wanis Club luncheon, "showed strength 
and determination in dealing with this 
crisis. I feel that he has come out of 
it with new power and additional sup
port. The interest of our city will be 
better served in the years to come 
because of the strength which he has 
shown so early in his term of office." 
It should be recalled that the Cham
ber of Commerce backed Republican 

In the April edition of the Canadian 
Young Socialist Forum, there is an 
excellent article entitled "Canadian Im
perialism in the West Indies." 

When one thinks of the West Indies, 
it is generally envisioned that British 
imperialism is the dominant power in 
the area. However, the lever of white 
control over the islands is managed 
by the Canadian imperialists. 

The Caribean islands have been 
molded as a source of cheap labor and 
raw materials. Alcan Aluminum, a 
Canadian company, is the largest sin
gle enterprise in the area. In Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, there are 43 Canadi
an banks which traditionally finance 
the entire Caribean. Canadian cap
italists control anywhere from 60 to 
90 percent of the banking business. 

In Jamaica, there are 600 Can a dian 
troops engaged in counterinsurgency 
training. According to the YSF, last 
year the Canadian Prime Minister 
Trudeau and Defense Minister Cadieux 
offered as many as 5,000 Canadian 
troops for "peacekeeping" duties in Viet
nam. This underscores the role of the 
Canadian government as a junior part
ner in the operations of U.S. imperi
alism. 

YSF can be obtained from: 334 
Queen St. W., Toronto 2b, Canada. 

A one year subscription costs only 
$1.25; a single issue, 15¢. 

• • • 
The struggle of the Contract Buyers 

League in Chicago continues. On April 
21, evictions began again with Cook 
County sheriff, Joseph I. Woods, and 
deputized state police setting C B L 
chairman, Charles Baker, out into the 
street. But after the 80 deputies had ex
ecuted the task, Baker's neighbors, 
numbering a couple of hundred, im
mediately moved Baker back into his 
house. 

Sheriff Woods could not get Chicago 
police to participate in the eviction 
effort this time. Daley maintains, even 
though he had stopped the evictions 
for a week, that such actions were the 
concern of the county, not the city. 
But the next day, April 22, Chicago 
police were used to back sheriffs dep
uties as they evicted eight Black fam
ilies from their homes. Crowds of 
neighbors harassed and fought the 
deputies, enabling six families to re
turn their belongings to their homes. 

The CBL is protesting the virtual 
extortion practices used by contractors 
against Black home-buyers. It has a 
suit in federal court challenging these 
practices and a suit before the Illinois 
Supreme Court challenging the state's 

eviction laws. About 200 members of 
CBL have been holding back pay
ments since July of last year. Attempts 
are being made to negotiate federally
assisted mortages, since the racist pol
icies of the banks have refused home 
mortgages to Black people. 

• • • 
The New York State Assembly has 

voted unanimously without debate to 
return 26 wampum belts to the Onon
daga nation of the Iroquois Confed
eracy. The Senate has yet to vote on 
the bill. 

The wampum belts, made of shell 
beads and valued at $280,000, are 
in the state museum. Leaders of the 
Iroquois Confederacy demonstrated in 
Albany on April 16 for the termina
tion of an 1898 agreement making the 
State University of New York the of
ficial wampum-keeper. 

The State Education Department, 
which administers the museum, op
poses the bill with the argument that 
it "could destroy the concept of muse
ums and libraries being collectors of 
anything." However, the Iroquois plan 
to set up a museum and cultural cen
ter on Onondaga land near Syracuse, 
New York. Wampum belts are used in 
religious rituals and other ceremonies. 

-DERRICK MORRISON 
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UA W 1970 STRATEGY 

Union brass shuns workers' needs 
By FRANK LOVELL 

ATLANTIC CITY- The United 
Auto Workers' week-long 22nd Consti
tutional Convention dwindled to a 
close here April 24 after having re
elected the incumbent leadership for 
another two years and reaffirmed the 
leadership's policies of political sup
port to the Democratic Party and "flex
ibility" in contract negotiations this 
fall with the auto corporations. 

The final report of the credentials 
committee showed 3,142 delegates 
from 1,069 local unions, carrying 
14,507 votes. The membership is 1.8 
million. 

Delegates to this convention were 
local union officers and their hangers
on who are in the vast majority se
lected, trained and molded in the pat
tern of the International UAW. The 
convention did not reflect the present 
age level nor composition of the work
ers in the auto industry, nor did it 
give any meaningful expression to the 
needs of the working class. 

The three main sectors of the union 
membership- youth, Blacks and other 
minority groups, and women work
ers- all received token recognition at 
the convention, but little was done 
to ensure authentic representation for 
them in the structure of the union. 
One Afro-American and one woman 
were elected among the enlarged list 
of seven vice presidents. 

It was clear from the start of the con
vention that the UAW leadership was 
anxious to project an image of "dem
ocracy in action" as preparation for 
the contract negotiations in September 
and the 1970 general election of a 
new U.S. Congress in November. The 
close connection between economic de
mands and political action was em
phasized throughout. 

The real work of the convention 
began with a general meeting of the 
Reuther caucus, held April 19, the 
evening prior to the convention's for
mal opening. 

This caucus, attended by approxi
mately 2,000 UAW staffmen and dele
gates, heard UAW president Reuther 
explain that the caucus is a traditional 
form of political life within this union, 
that it allows for freer discussion and 
debate, and that (if not abused by 
factional strife) the caucus serves to 
educate the union membership in the 
program and goals of the leadership. 

In this way, the UAW officialdom set 
the tone of the convention. Reuther 
was able to utilize the existence of the 
opposition United National Caucus, 
which he described as miniscule, to 
"demonstrate" his interest in maintain
ing democratic forms of procedure 
within the union. Fearing no overturn 
of the leadership, the Reuther "team" 
urged the involvement of new members 
and youth in union affairs. 

From UAW Region 4 in Illinois and 

See Atlantic City, see the balloons, vote for the leadership Photo by Jack Marsh 

Iowa, where a Youth Conference has 
been established, a call was sent to the 
convention for a UAW Youth Depart
ment. The resolution on this matter 
was sponsored by the union official
dom and provides that the new Youth 
Department "be established to function 
under the president's office." It points 
out that "one third of our union is 30 
or under." 

When Reuther submitted his report 
at the opening session of the conven
tion, he directed portions of it to the 
different sectors of the union, with em
phasis on plans and goals designed to 
catch the attention of youth, women, 
and the more socially conscious. 

Reuther's references to the armsrace, 
the war in Southeast Asia, the "urban 
crisis," housing, and pollution were 
all aimed at the youth and minority 
sectors of the union. But such appeals, 
necessary in a union where one-quar
ter of the members are Black, found 
little response among the convention 
delegates who appeared to be more 
than 95 percent white. 

A resolution on "The Woman in So
ciety" and another commemorating the 
50th anniversary of women's right to 
vote were adopted. Women delegates 
spoke in behalf of the nearly 200,000 
women members of the UAW. One of 
them, Vera Lentine, Local 889, re
minded the convention that no woman 
has ever served on any union nego-

tiating committee with the "big three" 
in the auto industry. 

In the course of his report to the 
convention, Reuther denounced AF L
CIO president George Meany for en
dorsing the idea that union officials 
should negotiate contracts on which 
the membership has no right to vote. 
Appealing to the UAW rank and file's 
concern for preserving democratic pro
cedures, Reuther pledged that "as long 
as I have a voice in the labor move
ment, the rank and file are going to 
ratify the contracts and conditions un
der which they work." 

The UAW contract demands were 
summed up under the three general 
"top priority" aims: a "substantial" 
wage increase; a "30 years and out" 
retirement program, meaning that 
workers may retire after 30 years in 
the plants with a $500 monthly pen
sion; restoration of the "full cost-of
living protection," providing for an 
escalator clause that more nearly keeps 
wages geared to constantly rising 
prices. 

to swing the weight of the UAW be
hind the 1970 election campaign of the 
Democratic Party. 

Two incidents occurred during the 
convention which reveal the political 
character of the Reuther leadership. 
The first was prompted by Canadian 
delegates who had submitted a reso
lution to knock the "anticommunist" 
clause out of the U AW constitution. 
These delegates wanted to know why 
this resolution was not brought to the 
floor by the constitution committee. 

Reuther took the floor to explain that 
a discussion on this matter would not 
suit the purposes of the UAW. If the 
convention decided to alter its constitu
tion, it would appear as if the union 
were inviting fascists, communists, and 
"other totalitarians" into the leadership 
of the union. This news, he said, would 
be harmful to present organizing 
drives of the union. Moreover, he con
tinued, the UAW ought not admit to 
office those who are pledged to over
throw the present form of government 
in the U.S. or Canada. 

• • • MAPA parley 

Early in the convention when the 
first day's sessions had ended, the 
opposition United National Caucus 
met, attended by fewer than 100 del
egates and visitors. Caucus organiz
ers called attention to the fact that, 
unlike the Reuther-caucus meeting the 
previous evening, no UAW staffmen 
attended the opposition caucus meet
ing, and thus the number of delegates 
attending the two caucuses was not so 
disparate as might appear. They 
charged that Reuther had "stolen" the 
opposition's economic demands and 
claimed that experience has demon
strated the present UAW leaders will 
not fight for such demands as the 
escalator clause to protect wages 
against rising prices. This prott>ction 
was seriously weakened in the 1967 
negotiations. 

The other incident concerned the fate 
of the resolution demanding that the 
Vietnam war be ended now. It was 
introduced by two UAW locals in the 
Detroit area and the tool-and-die unit 
of Ford Local 600. It was sponsored 
by a group calling itself Concerned 
Unionists. Their resolution was not 
reported out of committee and they 
did not raise the matter on the floor 
of the convention. Reuther had pre
viously stated that the UAW could not 
endorse "the actions of those who 
march behind the Vietcong flag and 
burn the American flag." (Continued from page 3) 

which means that he is not running as 
a Chicano for the Chicano community. 

George Brown, the liberal Democrat 
running for the U.S. Senate, has fooled 
a great number of Chicano youth and 
antipollution and antiwar activistsinto 
supporting him. Brown however is 
opposed to immediate withdrawal of 
troops from Vietnam, and evaded the 
question when asked point-blank by a 
MAPA delegate. He favors a U.N. 
supervisory "police" force to replace 
American troops in order to guarantee 
"free" elections in Vietnam, and, to 
protect members of the Thieu-Ky dic
tatorship against recriminatory action 
if the NL F did "win" the elections. In 
simpler language, Brown's antiwar 

stand amounts to American troops 
exchanging their U.S. uniforms for 
U.N. uniforms and continuing to 
"guarantee the peace." Brown's inabil
ity to support the right of self-determi
nation of the Vietnamese 10,000 miles 
away should leave little doubt about 
his willingness to back the right of the 
Chicano people for self-determination 
right here at home. 

One thing is clear from the MAP A 
convention: Times are changing, and 
if the MAPIST AS fail to recognize the 
disgust of the youth with the two-party 
game, and the growing identification 
with the more militant actions of La 
Raza Unida Party in Texas and the 
Crusade for Justice in Denver, Colo
rado, MAPA will at best become ir
relevant. 

The opposition caucus failed to take 
a position on or even mention the 
relationship between economic de
mands and political action. Opinion is 
divided within the caucus over the kind 
of political action unions should under
take, or if working class political ac
tion is feasible. 

Reuther, as is well known, strongly 
urges support for the Democratic Par
ty. His present attention to the youth, 
to minority groups, and to democratic 
organizational forms- with little con
cern for content- is all part of efforts 

In the election of officials, Art Fox 
of the United National caucus slate, 
opposed Reuther for UAW president, 
and received 220 votes. It was the 
first time Reuther had been challenged 
since 1949. He received 13,609 votes 
to win his 13th consecutive term. 

This UAW convention adopted con
stitutional changes which further cen
tralize control in the International Ex
ecutive Board. 

The results of the convention make 
it clear that the discrepancy between 
the official actions of the UAW and the 
needs of its members will continue to 
grow as inflation and higher ta:x:es 
drive living standards down and the 
economic and political crisis deepens. 
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Anally in America- Hammacher & 
Schlemer, a New York shop, is of
fering a toilet which eliminates the 
need for paper by use of a properly 
directed jet spray of warm water fol
lowed by warm air for a dryer. In 
plain white ($800), it may seem only 
like a glorified bidet. But in rich dec
orator colors ($870), it's pure Amer
icana. The initial cost may seem high, 
but it really isn't bad when you figure 
the savings on toilet paper. 

Always exaggerqting-Nelson 
Rockefeller has nailed as "a vicious 
lie" the story that he spent $10 million 
to get elected governor of :'ll"ew York. 
He only spent a bit more than $5 
million. 

Planners at work- :"J"ine major air
lines canceled a $100,000contractwith 
a firm that was going to solve the 
fog problem at Atlanta airport by 
sending aloft a plane that would dis
perse the fog by seeding it with a 
special chemical. Problems developed 
when they found that the seeding plane 
was prevented from taking off by 
heavy fog. 

How ungrateful can they get?- The 
April issue of Armed Forces Manage
ment reports that Australian officials 
"are anxiously awaiting clarification 
of the statement of Defense Secretary 
Laird that the U.S. is considering 
alternatives to the F-111. Defense Sec
retary Malcolm Frazer has stated that 
he is also examining the possibility of 
an alternative aircraft for the Royal 
Australian Air Force." :"J"ext thing, 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Pamela Starsky, P.O. 

Box 750, Tempe, Arizona 85281. 

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley: SWP and YSA, 2519-A Tele

graph Avenue, Berkeley, Calif. 94704. Tel: (415) 848-

9334. 

Hayward: YSA, Marc Rich, c/o Student Union Build
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lary St., Hayward, Calif. 94544. Tel. (415) 537-3656 or 

(415) 537-3657. 

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1702 E. 4th St., Los 

Angeles, Calif. 90033. Tel: (213) 269-4953. 
San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum and 

Pioneer Books, 2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 

94114. Tel: (415) 626-9958. 

San Diego: Alan Stancliff, 5058 E. MI. View Dr., 

San Diego, Calif. 92116. Tel: 281-7991. 
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Students, Stanislaus State College, 800 Monte Vista 
Ave., Turlock, Calif. 95380. 

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Lyle Fulks, 2233 

Pine, Boulder, Cal. 80302. 

FLORIDA: Gainesville: YSA, Box 13157, University 

Sta., Gainesville, Fla. 32601. 

Orlando: YSA, 762 Overspin St., Winter Park, Fla. 
32789. 

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o jack Lieberman, 509 W. Jeffer
son, Tallahassee, Fla. 32301. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 1176 1/2 

West Peachtree St., SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 7817, 

Atlanta, Ga., 30309. Tel: (404) 876-2230. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 180 

N. Wacker Dr., Rm. 310, Chicago, Ill. 60606. Tel: 
(312) 641-0147. 

DeKalb: YSA, Student Activities Center, Northern 
Illinois Univ., DeKalb, Ill. 60115. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Randy Green, 732 
E. Atwater, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c/o Fred Murphy, 1510' 
Kentucky, Apt. G. Lawrence, Kansas 66044. 

MASSACHUSmS: Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant 

Labor Forum, 295 Huntington Ave., Rm 307, Boston, 

Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981 (HQ), 547-8557. 

Worcester: YSA, c/o Alan Einhorn, Box 1388, Clark 
U., Worcester, Mass. 01610. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, P.O. Box 408, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 48104. 

Detroit: SWP and YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 

Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE 1-

6135. 

Ypsilanti: YSA, Box 156, Charles McKenny Union, 

Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197. Tel: (313) 482-7348. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and 

Labor Bookstore, 1 University N. E. (at E. Hennepin) 

2nd fl., Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 332-7781. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Paul Schmidtlein, 
4409 Virginia, K.C., Mo. 64110. Tel: (816) 561-0872. 
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they'll be demanding a plane that flies. 

'Tis wise indeed to be wealthy- If 
you think you're feeling the pinch, 
consider the plight of those a rung up 
the ladder. Yacht companies report 
buyers are getting very cost-conscious, 
with some even buying used boats. 
But, as always in America, there's a 
silver lining. Sales of the most expen
sive boats are actually improving. "The 
people who can afford big boats," one 
dealer theorizes, "probably were smart 
enough not to get caught in the tight
money squeeze." 

Popular idea- "What the stock mar
ket needs is a good recession. There 
is nothing like a business slump to 
perk up stock prices."- A humanistic 
thought from the Wall Street Journal 
as approvingly quoted in the E. F. 
Hutton & Co. Investment Quarterly 
and equally approvingly requoted by 
Lloyd Watson in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 

Sock it to 'em!- New York's Mutual 
Transit Sales is boosting bus adver
tising with a new pitch- the Basic 
Bus, where all the advertising is given 
over to a single customer. First taker, 
with a 400-bus contract, is Sunshine 
Biscuits. Drooled adman Richard Kel
liher, the man who dreamed it up: 
"Nobody wants to ride a bus, but 
once we've got them in that iron womb 
we've got 'em. It's total involvement 
with a captive audience- they can't 
get out." 

-HARRY RING 

St. Louis: YSA, c/o Bill Onasch, 316 Laurel, • A9, 
St. Louis, Mo. 63112. Tel: (314) 725-3972. 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: YSA, P. 0. Box 627, Newark, 

N.J. 07101. Tel: (201) 678-6005. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Bill O'Kain, 665 Wash

ington Ave., 2nd floor, Albany, N.Y. 12206. 

Annandale-or>-Hudson: Red Hook (Bard College) YSA, 

c/o Lorenzo Black, P. 0. Box 497 Bard College, Annan

dale-on-Hudson, N.Y. 12504. 

Binghamton: YSA, Box 1389, Harpur College, Bing

hamton, N.Y. 13901. 

New York City: SWP and YSA and bookstore, 873 

Broadway, N.Y., N.Y. 10003. Tel: (212) 9B2-6051. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill-Durham: YSA, c/o 
Brian Buxton, Rt. 2, Box 125, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. 

OHIO: Athens: YSA, P.O. Box 899, Athens, Ohio 

45701. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 2921 Prospect Ave., 

Cleveland, Ohio 44115. Tel: 861-3862. 

Columbus: YSA, P.O. Box 3006, Columbus, Ohio 

43210. Tel: (614) 294-2047. 

Kent: YSA, P. 0. Box 116, Kent, Ohio 44240. 

Oberlin: YSA, c/o Rick Bader, 29 College Pl., Oberlin, 

Ohio 44074. Tel: (216) 775-0462. 

Oxford: YSA, c/o Pat Ducey, P. 0. Box 321, Oxford, 

Ohio 45066. 

Yellow Springs: YSA, c/o Duncan Williams, Antioch 
Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387. 

OREGON: Portland: YSA, c/o Tonie Porter, 6770 S. 
W. Taylors Ferry Rd., Portland, Ore. 97223. Tel: (503) 
246-9245. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Mansfield: YSA, c/oGeargeDalph, 

Box 251, Mansfield, Pa. 16933. 

Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 686 N. Broad St., Phila

delphia, Penna. 19130. Tel: (215) CE 6-6998. 

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, c/o Jeff Powers, 

15 Creighton St., Providence, R.I. 02902. 

TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P. 0. Box 5586, West 

Austin Station, Austin, Texas 78703. 

El Paso: YSA, UTEP, P. 0. Box 178, El Paso, Texas 

79999. 

Houston: YSA, Campus Activities, University Center, 
University of Houston, Houston, Texas 77004. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: YSA, 1319 F. St. NW., Rm. 

1010, Wash., D.C. Tel: (202) 638-0610 or 965-1943. 

WASHINGTON: Cheney: E. Wash. State YSA, Sub 

Box 1040, EWSC, Cheney, Wash. 99004. Tel: 235-
6749. 

Seattle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way 

N. E., SeaHle, Wash. 981 OS. Hrs. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Mon.

Sat. Tel: (206) 523-2555. 

Tacoma: YSA, c/o John Neubert, P.O. Box 309, Ta

coma, Wash. 98401. Tel: L04-376S. 

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, 202 W. Gilman, Madi
son, Wise. 53703. Tel: (60B) 256-0857. 

Oshloosh: YSA, c/o Peter Kahlenbert, 2020 Evans 
*4, Oshkosh, Wis. 54901. 

Haymarket statement 

L.A. center being rebuilt 

[The following statement was released 
by the Haymarket, a radical political 
center in Los Angeles which was at
tacked and burned April13 by armed 
terrorists (see The Militant, April 24 ).] 

LOS ANGELES- The wanton burn
ing of the Haymarket on the evening 
of Monday, April 13, was carried out 
by a disciplined, well-trained band of 
terrorists. There were numerous crim
inal acts, aside from arson, which were 
perpetrated by these terrorists at the 
time. These include assault with dead
ly weapons, battery, kidnapping, il
legal imprisonment, possession and 
brandishing of illegal weapons, tres
passing and burglary. 

With military efficiency, they expe
diently overpowered the youth stand
ing nearest the door by spraying oven 
cleaner in his eyes. This was done to 
eliminate the possibility of his escap
ing and securing aid. He is still hos
pitalized. Another person is still suf
fering the effects of mace. Both tele
phones were also ripped out by the 
terrorists to prevent the victims from 
securing emergency assistance. 

The fire department responded quick
ly and extinguished the blaze, assisted 
the injured, and is continuing its ar
son investigation. The police, on the 
other hand, have been indifferent and 
less than sympathetic both on the scene 
and in the ensuing investigation. Two 
Haymarket staff members filed reports 
at Rampart Division early in the 
morning following the fire. Officers in
terviewed them for two hours as to the 
details and the motives of the crimes. 
At noon, detectives asked for a re
port to be filed, seemingly unaware 
such statements had already been 
made. On at least two occasions since, 
witnesses attempted to make statements 
at Rampart Division, but were told it 
wasn't necessary. It has been learned 
the original report, filed 3 a.m., April 
14, is no longer available and has 
apparently disappeared from Rampart 
Division files. 

3months 

This indifference is in startling con
trast to the reaction by the police when 
some Black students allegedly detained 
a few administrators at Valley State 
College and were hit with sentences of 
up to 20 years. The superficiality of 
media coverage in this instance af
fords sharp contrast when compared 
to the hue and cry raised after the 
Ilsa Vista bank burning. 

The radical movement has rallied 
around efforts to rebuild the Haymar
ket in recognition of its vital role as 
a movement center serving the ma
terial and intellectual needs of radical 
politics in Los Angeles. The move
ment will not be intimidated by the 
intensification of fascist attacks, but 
rather, will consolidate and grow even 
stronger. This consolidation can al
ready be witnessed by the massive 
clean-up and salvage effort now un
derway at the Haymarket. Further
more, a committee to rebuild and con
tinue the Haymarket has already been 
formed consisting of representatives 
of most radical groups. The committee 
is insuring that the Haymarket pro
gram continues and facilities are rapid
ly replaced. 
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New stage in Caribbean struggle 

Report on Trinidad events 
By TONY THOMAS 

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, April 
29- The brutal repression of the mass 
movement in Trinidad and Tobago by 
the Eric Williams government was re
inforced today by the adoption of a 
sweeping new emergency law empow
ering the government to suspend in
definitely all the personal and political 
freedoms laid down by the Trinidad
ian constitution. 

The law was adopted in the grip of 
a state of emergency and curfew de
clared by the government April21 as 
a desperate response to two months of 
massive antigovernment and anti-im
perialist demonstrations. The broad 
provisions of the new law, in addition 
to legitimizing the suspension of all 
rights of free speech, assembly and 
political activity, permit the govern
ment to imprison anyone indefinitely 
without specifying charges, permitting 
bail, trial or any legal recourse. The 
new law is a blueprint for brutal dic
tatorship and only codifies what has 
been the reality here since the state of 
emergency was declared eight days 
ago. 

Thirty-six leading militants of the 
protest movement are so far known to 
have been arrested. They include Ged
des Grenger and Clive Nunez of the 
National Joint Action Committee; 
George Weekes, president of the oil 
field workers trade union; and Victor 
Marcano, secretary of the United Na
tional Independence Party. All pris
oners have been denied visits from 
their families and lawyers. Marcano 
has been refused permission to see a 
doctor and has been crowded with 16 
other prisoners into a 16-by-14-foot 
cell. 

A dusk-to-dawn curfew has been 
ruthlessly imposed and the shots of 
trigger-happy police are heard each 
evening and have already claimed sev
eral victims. 

The mass demonstrations of the past 
two months represent the high point 
of the Trinidadian Black power move-

Trinidad rebels painted statue of Christ black. In the summer 1967 
rebellion in Detroit, Afro-Americans did the same thing. 

ment which has been given impetus 
by the deterioration of the economy 
as well as by the rise of Black nation
alism in the United States. The Na
tional Joint Action Committee(NJAC), 
a united front of several Black power 
organizations and trade unions, de
veloped out of this movement and by 
the beginning of 1970, Black power 
actions under its leadership had be
come a regular occurrence. 

On Feb. 26, a demonstration to pro-

test the trial of Trinidadian students 
in Montreal, who were being victimized 
for their militant actions against rac
ism, was attacked by police. That eve
ning, a rally protesting police bru
tality mushroomed to 8,000. The fol
lowing morning the leaders of the dem
onstration were arrested. 

Phila. women demonstrate 
against Pa. abortion laws 

On March 5, one day before the 
trial of the arrested leaders, no less 
than 10,000 Blacks demonstrated in 
protest against the trial and the gov
ernment. Port-of-Spain became the 
scene of continual mobilizations of 
thousands of Blacks. The high point 
of the actions came in response to 
the police shooting of Basil Davis, 
a leader of the NJAC. 

The NJ AC responded by holding a 
mass political funeral April 9 which 
involved over 30,000 of the approxi
mately 150,000 residents of the Port
of-Spain region, the largest demonstra
tion in the recent history of Trinidad. 

By PAULA REIMERS 
PHILADELPHIA- Three hundred 

women of all ages and a number of 
their male supporters gathered on the 
steps of city hall April 23 to demand 
the repeal of Pennsylvania's 110-year
old abortion law. 

The action was called after the local 
chapter of the Catholic Physicians 
Guild sought an injunction to prevent 
Jefferson University Hospital in Phila
delphia from performing abortions, 
holding that all abortions are illegal 
under Pennsylvania's law. That law 
is extremely ambiguous as it declares 
abortions illegal without defining what 
constitutes illegality. 

The court hearing of the injunction 
was postponed until May 14 and the 
women promised to return. 

The action, called by the Ad Hoc 
Committee for April 23, represented a 

turning point in the development of 
the women's liberation movement in 
Philadelphia. Women were able for 
the first time to organize around con
crete demands and for the democratic 
right of control over their own bodies. 
Women were able to express their unity 
publicly and made it very clear that 
women's liberation is a force to be 
dealt with. 

Building on the enthusiasm gen
erated in the women's liberation 
movement for an ongoing campaign 
against the abortion laws, Women 
United for Free Abortion on Demand 
was formed Monday, April 27, to con
tinue the fight. This group has already 
laid plans for its next actions: a dem
onstration against the abortion laws 
on May 16 and a conference on abor
tion in Philadelphia on May 23. 

When the government instituted the 
"emergency" on April 21, it faced a 
further challenge- a mutiny of sec
tions of the Trinidad Army based at 
Teteron Bay. At this point, Prime Min
ister Eric Williams asked for arms and 
ammunition from the United States, 
while U.S. and British warships ar
rived off the coast of the island. Pres
ident Nixon ordered a fleet of ships 
carrying 2,000 battle-ready Marines 
into the area. The White House story 
was the familiar one: that ships had 
to be sent in case it was necessary to 
remove American civilians from the 
islands. 

Neighboring Venezuela also provid
ed arms shipments and government 
leaders in Venezuela are reported 
ready to intervene with troops if called 
upon. 

Initiated around the concept ofBlack 
power, the movement has begun to 
make alliances with other exploited 
sectors of the population including 
vanguard sections of the unionized 
workers, unemployed, and peasants. 
Blacks make up half of Trinidad's 
population of just over 1,000,000 and 
the bulk of the industrial work force 
and the urban poor. The second larg
est section of the population is East 
Indians, comprising a third of the 
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population. They are in the main peas
ants or workers. 

Realizing the necessity to achieve 
unity of Blacks and Indians, the NJAC 
organized a dramatic action of mass 
solidarity in the third week of March. 
A huge march went more than 10 
miles to the Indian town of Caroni to 
assist the Indian sugar workers in the 
cutting of cane. 

The slogans of the mass demonstra
tions reflected every side of the op
pression of Trinidadian working peo
ple. The demand for Black power 
arose in response to the racial op
pression of Blacks in the Caribbean. 

Another theme, ''Down with foreign 
capital," reflected the demand for real 
economic independence and an end to 
domination by foreign capital and its 
local hangers-on. U.S. investments 
alone total more than $400,000,000, 
largely in oil refining. There are also 
heavy British and Canadian invest
ments. 

As the movement advanced it sought 
the unity of the Black and Indian 
wings of the working class and peas
antry. "Power to the People!" became 
a key slogan as the movement headed 
toward a confrontation with the Wil
liams government. 

Eric Williams, author of Capitalism 
and Slavery and a number of other 
books, has been the leading political 
figure in Trinidad since 1956 and 
prime minister since independence 
from Britain in 1962. Elected original
ly as a left, anti-imperialist alterna
tive, his government has stayed strict
ly within the capitalist framework and 
has failed totally to meet the urgent 
needs of Trinidad and Tobago. Im
perialism has maintained an unchal
lenged grip on the key sectors- sugar, 
oil and finance- and its power per
meates the islands. 

When Williams took power in 1956, 
unemployment was 6 percent. Thegov
ernment now admits a level of 15 
percent. In fact, some 20 percent are 
totally unemployed and another 20 
percent semi-employed. Among those 
under 25, the unemployment rate is 
over 30 percent. These unemployed 
youth spearhead the current upsurge. 

The popular mobilization of March
April produced a revolutionary situa
tion and dealt serious blows to the 
Williams government from which it 
will not fully recover. The illusions 
in the character of his regime are gone 
for good. Henceforth his rule must be 
based more on fear than support. If 
the arrests and the state of emergency 
have temporarily dispersed the move
ment, they have also, in the word!l of 
one left leader, "given a whole new 
perspective to the movement. The gov
ernment is weaker than before. The 
left is united as never before over the 
past period in opposition to the gov
ernment measures." 

The radical leaders here view the 
current developments as the beginning 
of a new stage of political life in Trini
dad in which the popular movement 
will directly confront the government. 
These developments may well provide 
the spark for new militant upsurges 
throughout the Caribbean in the com
ing months. 

Tony Thomas, national executive 
committee member of the YSA, is 
presently in the West Indies on 
assignment for The Militant 
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