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In Brief 
PRISONER SCORES CIVIL RIGHTS VICTORY: Aus
tralia Johnson, a prisoner at the Manhattan House of De
tention (the Tombs), has set an important precedent by 
winning the right to sue a guard who assaulted him. 
The United States Court of Appeals for the Second District 
ruled that Johnson has the right to sue the guard for 
damages. 

In announcing its decision, the court acknowledged that 
"upholding this complaint may well lead to considerable 
further expansion of actions by state prisoners" to defend 
their civil rights. 

PICKETS DEMAND ASYLUM FOR HAITIAN& More 
than 40 demonstrators picketed the U.S. Department of 
Immigration and Naturalization in New York City July 
5. Among the slogans they chanted were "Asylum for 
Cubans, why not Haitians?" and "Grant asylum, deporta
tion means death! " 

One hundred and seventeen Haitian exiles currently 
face deportation to Haiti. Twelve are escaped political 
prisoners. One of them, Gerard Latortue, who was present 
at the demonstration, explained that the 12 will be jailed 
and face possible death sentences if they are sent back to 
Haiti. 

The action was sponsored by the U.S. Committee for 
Justice to Latin American Political Prisoners (USLA), 
the Committee for the Defense of the Democratic Rights 

Guillermo Rosas 

of the Haitian People, Coalition of Latin Americans and 
Friends of Latin America, El Comite, the Socialist Workers 
Party, and the Young Socialist Alliance. 

USLA has called a rally in New York July 28 to protest 
the deportations. Among the speakers at the action will 
be Bert Corona, a leader of the Los-Angeles-based anti
deportation organization CASA-Hermandad. For more 
information on the demonstration, contact USLA at 150 
Fifth Ave., Room 737, New York, N.Y. 10011. Tele
phone: (212) 691-2880. 

POSTAL WORKERS OPPOSE NEW CONTRACT: Some 
1,000 cheering, chanting postal workers demonstrated 
July 6 in front of the General Post Office in New York 
to protest the new contract approved by the national union 
leadership. Chants like "What do we want? Day tours!" 
and "What do we want? A shorter workweek!" expressed 
the central demands of the crowd. 

Other demands include an area wage differential, a 
new grievance procedure, a better pension plan, and im
provements in mail service. A high proportion of the 
demonstrators were young, and a large number were 
Black. 

The Metropolitan Area Postal Union (formerly the Man
hattan-Bronx Postal Union) voted to reject the contract 
at a membership meeting July 2. A mail referendum will 
take the formal vote. 

A major criticism of the contract concerns the transfer 
of many workers from day to night shifts, and Post Of
fice plans to move a large part of its operations to New 
Jersey. The move will mean that white workers from 
New Jersey will replace many Black and Puerto Rican 
postal employees. 

If you subscribe to The Militant and plan to move 
soon, don't forget that the post office does not for
ward newspapers. Send your old address label 
and your new address into The Militant business 
office at least two weeks before you move to ensure 
that you will not miss any issues. 

DEMONSTRATIONS DEMAND RELEASE OF PORTU
GUESE WOMEN: Chanting "Free the three Marias now!" 
150 to 200 demonstrators picketed the Portuguese con
sulate in New York July 3 in defense of three women 
whose trial began that same day in Portugal. 

Maria Teresa Horta, Maria Velho da Cost, and Maria 
Isabel Barreno are on trial and face possible six-year 
sentences for writing a book describing women's oppres
sion in Portugal. The book, New Portuguese Letters, has 

been confiscated by the political police. 
Groups participating in the New York action included 

the National Organization for Women (the main orga
nizer of the action), Lesbian Feminists Liberation, and 
The Feminists. Norman Oliver, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for mayor of New York, joined the picket line. 
A demonstration was also held at the Portuguese con
sulate in Houston and in several other cities. 

Dorothy Healey resigns 
from Communist Party 
LOS ANGELES-Dorothy Healey, a long-time prominent 
leader of the Communist Party, announced her resigna
tion from the party July 9. She made the statement on her 
weekly KPFK-FM radio program in Los Angeles. 

Healey gave several reasons for resigning. One was the 
decision of the CP Central Committee to denounce Al 
Richmond's book A Long View From the Left and to 
require all party spokespeople to advocate the view that 
Richmond's book is a "tool in the hands of the class 
enemy." 

Richmond is also a long-time CP leader. His book 
criticizes CP positions, particularly the CP's support for 
the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

Healey said she was quitting the party because of its 
general lack of internal democracy and because of its 
stand on Czechoslovakia. She announced that she will 
discuss these matters further at a meeting at the First 
Unitarian Church in Los Angeles July 15. Next week's 
Militant will contain more information on this develop
ment. 

ON THE NATURE OF THE VIETNAMESE COMMU
NIST PARTY: The July-August issue of the International 
Socialist Review features a'n important contribution on 
a subject of controversy among socialist and antiwar 
activists throughout the world. "On the Nature of the 
Vietnamese Communist Party" is a thorough critique of 
a recent book (Le parti communiste vietnamien) by Pierre 
Rousset, a French Trotskyist. At issue is whether the Viet
namese CP is fundamentally a Stalinist party, and whether 
revolutionaries should look to its leaders for political 
guidance. 

The same issue of the ISR also includes two important 
documents from the recent convention of the Canadian 
Trotskyist movement, the League for Socialist Action/ 
Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere. The first document examines 
another issue of current controversy in radical politics: 
the question of Canadian nationalism. Should Canadians 
consider "anti-imperialism" to be identical to "anti-D. S.
imperialism," or is Canada itself an imperialist country? 

The second LSA/LSO document describes the growing 
movement of the Quebecois for an independent and so
cialist Quebec. 

This special double issue of the ISR can be obtained 
by sending $1 to: ISR, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y., 
10014. -MIRTA VIDAL 
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UFW scores victory as Teamster 
goons withdraw from grape areas 
By ANDREA BARON 
COACHELLA, Calif., July 7- The 
striking United Farm Workers Union 
scored a victory this week with the 
withdrawal of the Teamster-hired 
goons from . all agricultural areas 
being picketed by the UFW. 

The brutal strikebreaking activities 
of the Teamster goons in the Coachella 
Valley, the Arvin-Lamont area, and 
the Salinas Valley had brought wide 
public protest. These $50-a-day-plus
expenses thugs had been charged with 
everything from disturbing the peace 
to attempted murder. 

This week was the first time since 
the grape strike began April 15 that 
there were no violent incidents here. 
The absence of Teamster goons is 
clearly the reason why. 

UFW leader Cesar Chavez called 
the goon withdrawal "the failure of a 
Teamster strategy to discredit us by 
luring us into violence." 

There has been speculation here that 
the pullout of the Teamster goons 
could be related to the secret negoti
ating sessions recently held between 
Teamster President Frank Fitzsim
mons and AFL-CIO President George 
Meany. UFW officials here confirmed 
that these meetings have taken place 
but had no further information on 
them. 

The strike in Coachella continues 
with picket lines in front of the major 
scab ranches every morning. More 
workers are walking off the fields and 
joining the strike every day. 

The atmosphere on the picket lines 
has been less tense since the goons 
were pulled out, and the withdrawal 

-·-·. 
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Growers ore hurting as grope boycott 

spreads. 

of the goons has further raised the 
morale of the strikers. 

In past weeks the picket lines have 
been marked by constant harassment 
and insults hurled at picketers by the 
goon squads. At times as many as 
7 5 of the thugs would gather to at
tempt to intimidate the strikers. 

The goons in strike areas had num
bered from 50 to 350 men, at a re
ported cost to the Teamsters at up to 
$110,000 per week. 

Reverend John Bank, UFW director 
of information, stressed the role of the 
Teamster officialdom in planning the 
campaign of violenc'e against the farm 
workers. "Testimony by the Teamsters 
themselves has indicated that this has 
not been isolated actions, but a me
thodical plan of violence directed by 
those in the highest positions of au
thority within the Teamsters." 

The testimony referred to is a state
ment made by Ray Griego, a former 
Teamster staffer in Coachella who was 
recently fired. Griego had been hired 
by Teamster area supervisor Ralph 
Cotner to "help run the Chavistas out 
of town." Griego called Cotner "the 
man who's responsible for all the vio
lence that's going on out here." 

There are now about 1,400 work
ers directly participating in the strike 
and 900 more union members who 
are working on the two ranches that 
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Teamster bureaucrats hired goons to 
'help run the Chavistas out of town.' 

have signed UFW contracts. The 
grape harvest here will be over in three 
weeks. The focus of the strike will then 
move north with the grape crop to the 
Arvin-Lamont area. 

More than 600 strikers are already 
on the picket lines at Arvin. The grow
ers there have signed "sweetheart" con
tracts with the Teamster bureaucrats 
rather than renew their agreements 
with the UFW. 

Continued on page 22 

'Submarines' & '4/ittle pigs' 
COACHELLA, Calif., July6-Hun
dreds of members and supporters 
of the United Farm Workers Union 
rallied here today in the city park. 

Cesar Chavez introduced a num
ber of UFW supporters who had 
come here to express their solidar
ity with the strike. Among them 
were James Herman, president of 
Local 34 of the International Long
shoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union; Bill Tatum, president of 
United Steelworkers Local 6700; 
and Chuck Bosari, director of com
munications for the Ohio AFL-CIO; 
as well as delegations of boycott 
organizers from Ohio, Indiana, and 
California. 

Chavez pointed especially to the 
effectiveness of the tactic of using 
"submarines." A "submarine" is a 
striking worker who gets a job at 
one of the scab ranches in order 

to gather information for the union 
and encourage other workers to 
walk out. 

Growers try to avoid hiring "sub
marines" in order to minimize the 
number of workers who walk out. 
However, Chavez noted, at one 
ranch "submarines" were having 
such an effect that the grower fired 
all the workers. 

The rally ended with a play writ
ten by Reverend John Bank, the 
union's director of information in 
Coachella. The production, called 
"Four Little Pigs," features in the 
title roles a grower, a Teamster 
bureaucrat, a Teamster-hired thug, 
and a labor contractor, all played 
by strikers. The play ends with the 
four squealing pigs being driven 
out of the Coachella Valley by an
gered strikers and boycotters. 

Chavez: 'But we have the people' 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
LOS ANGELES-More than 1,000 
striking. members of the United Farm 
Workers Union from the Coachella 
valley traveled here July 7 to join 
with supporters on Safeway supermar
ket picket lines. A caravan of more 
than 200 cars made the 130-mile jour
ney. 

Los Angeles boycott coordinator 
Andy Coe told The Militant that 50 

Safeway stores were picketed for about 
four hours. He estimated that the pick
ets dissuaded several thousand peo
ple from shopping at Safeway. 

Afterwards, pickets converged on 
Lincoln Park in the Chicano commu
nity for a rally. Estimates of the at. 
tendance ran as high as 2,000, the 
figure reported by the Los Angeles 
Times. 

Cesar Chavez told the crowd that 

Plan support action in L.A. 
LOS ANGELES-The Farm Work
ers Support Coalition is sponsoring 
a mass rally here Saturday, July 
28, in support of striking farm 
workers. The rally has received sup
port and endorsement from organi
zations and individuals in the Chi
cano community, as well as from 
religious groups, unions, and polit
ical figures. 

Demonstrators will assemble at 
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10 a.m. at Pershing Square (Sixth 
and Hill streets) and march to a· 
noon rally at the Old Plaza (Olvera 
and Main streets). Social Services 
Union Local 535 has donated the 
use of its headquarters to the Coali
tion. For further information, con
tact Farm Workers Support Coali
tion, c/o Social Services Union 
Local 535, 2300 West Seventh St., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tele
phone: (213) 663-1763. 

the Farm Workers are going to win 
the strike. "The Teamsters have the 
contracts," he said, ''but we have the 
people." 

A representative of the Laborers In
ternational Union, AFL-CIO, Lecal 
652 in Santa Ana, presented the 
strikers with a check for $1,000. A 
student group from the University of 
California at Santa Cruz gave $200. 

Especially well received were the re
marks of Teamster rank-and-filer Jim 
Dycus. "I believe in the rights of our 
sisters and brothers [the farm work
ers]," he said, "not in the system of 
the crummy Teamster leadership un
der the direction of Frank Fitzsim
mons and Einar Mohn." 

Dycus is a coplaintiff, along with 
other Teamsters, in a law suit that 
seeks to prevent the Teamster chiefs 
from breaking the Farm Workers 
strike. "There are a lot of beautiful 
Teamsters," he said to the roar of the 
audience. "It's just our leadership that 
stinks." 

'Raisins 
yes, 
grapes 
no!' 
By JOSE G. PEREZ 
COACHELLA, Calif., July 9-The 
United Farm Workers' chant, "Raisins 
Yes, Grapes No!" is becoming a reality 
as plummeting grape prices make it 
more and more unprofitable to be a 
scab grape grower here. 

Reverend John Bank, the union's 
director of information, said today 
that prices for Coachella grapes are 
continuing to drop, with most grapes 
selling for less than cost. 

The perlette variety of grapes, which 
account for the bulk of the first half 
of the harvest here, are selling for 
about $5 a 22-pound box. The 
growers estimate their break-even 
point is $7.50 a box. 

Because of the very low price of 
perlettes, some growers aren't even 
bothering to harvest what's left of the 
crop. At the Moreno ranch, one of 
the biggest in this valley, a whole 
field has not been picked. Another 
grower has let an estimated 440,000 
pounds of perlette grapes go unpicked. 

These grape growers had hoped to 
recoup some of the losses from the 
perlette crop when the Thompson seed
less variety of grapes began to be 
harvested. Thompson seedless grapes 
account for the bulk of the second 
half of the harvest here. But the first 
best-quality Thompson grapes, which 
were shipped out of Coachella a week 
ago, sold for only $7.50 to $8 a box. 
Prices are already dropping on these 
grapes, and as the harvest goes into 
full swing the price is expected to drop 
even more dramatically. 

"It's a lot worse than I figured," 
one grower said last week. "I knew 
things wouldn't be good but I didn't 
think they would be this bad. A lot 
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Striking form workers rally in Coachella 

of growers are losing their tails this 
year." 

That's generally the way the grape 
ranchers are assessing the United 
Farm Workers strike and boycott. 

One grower recently told a reporter, 
"We've never been in a situation like 
this before. It's going to more than 
make up for the last two good years 
we had." Another grower put it more 
bluntly: "A lot of growers are going 
to lose a lot of money before the year 
is over." 

The strike has been buttressed by 
a nationwide boycott of scab grapes 
that has driven down the price of 
grapes and helped to expose the infe-

Continued on page 22 
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US. protesters tell French government: 
'End the ban on the Communist League!' 
JULY 10 -Protests in more than 15 
U.S. cities in the past week condemned 
the banning of the Communist League 
(Ligue Communiste) by the French 
government. The outlawing of the 
League, the French section of the 
Fourth International, occurred June 
28, following an antifascist demon
stration in Paris that the League 
helped to organize. 

The largest protest in the U.S. took 
place in New York, where 200 demon
strators chanted "Lift the ban on the 
Ligue Communiste!" as they marched 
in a picket line outside the French 
consulate July 6. Another popular 
chant was "Free Krivine and Rousset!" 
Alain Krivine and Pierre Rousset, two 
leaders of the League, have been jailed 
by the French government. 

Norman Oliver, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for mayor of New 
York, and Katherine Sojourner from 
the National Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC) presented a statement to the 
French vice-consul condemning the 
ban. "He said he knew of Krivine 
and would forward our statement to 
the French government," Oliver later 
reported. 

The statement, signed by several 
prominent individuals, said in part: 

"This undemocratic action of the 
French Council of Ministers is a blow 
against the rights of all radical po
litical organizations in France and 
around the world. The French gov
ernment has begun its campaign of 
repression against the Ligue Commu
niste because of this organization's 
participation in the fight against the 

Detroit picket line Militant/Rachele Fruit 

fascist Ordre Nouveau [New Order] 
and the flagrant anti-Semitic, racist 
agitation this group has carried out 
under the protection of the French 
government." 

More than 150 protesters demon
strated in San Francisco July 7 in 
support of the League's rights. Two 

, TV stations covered the action, and 
a statement by the SWP and the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the U.S. sister orga
nizations of the League, was read in 
full by two radio stations. News of 
the San Francisco protest was picked 
up as far away as San Diego, where 
the conservative San Diego Union ran 
an article on the demonstration. 

One hundred people joined picket 
lines in both Boston and Chicago, 
and 7 5 demonstrated in Seattle. 

During the demonstration in Hous
ton, Dan Fein, the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for mayor, and 
Gertrude Barnstone, a former member 
of the Houston school board, submit
ted a telegram of protest to the French 
vice-consul. 

Signers of the telegram included Ray 
London, vice-president of Local 107, 
Postal Workers Union; Dolores 
Woods, shop president of Local305-T, 
United Paperworkers International 
Union; Jim Ligget, University of 
Houston student body president; and 
Barbara Cigainero, Houston orga
nizer of the United Farm Workers 
Union. 

At the demonstration in Minneapolis, 
a telegram was sent to French Pres-

ident Pompidou. Supporters of the 
statement included Allan Spear, state 
senator; Greg Cain and Anne Burns, 
executive board members, Local ,59 
of the Minnesota Federation of 
Teachers; and Charles Williams, pres
ident of Local 1164, American Fed
eration of State, County and Munici
pal Employees (AFSCME). 

Others who have condemned the ban 
on the League include Ruth Gage
Colby, Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom delegate to 
the United Nations; Bert Corona, 
head of CASA-Hermandad, a Los 
Angeles-based antideportation group; 
Vincent Hallinan, prominent attorney; 
Florynce Kennedy, head of the Femin
ist Party; and Ying Lee Kelley, mem
ber of the Berkeley, Calif., city council. 

Also, Elaine Lataurelle, national 
board member of the National Orga
nization for Women (NOW); Harris
burg Seven defendant Eqbal Ahmad; 
Bishop Alvin Ward, chairman of 
Cleveland Congress of Racial Equal
ity (CORE); International Socialists; 
Spartacist League; and Youth Against 
War and Fascism. 

Despite the fact that the Communist 
Party of France has denounced the 
attack on the League, the U.S. Com
munist Party has refused so far to 
participate in the protests against the 
French government's ban. 

However, the Bloomington, Ind., 
Young Workers Liberation League 
(YWLL), youth organization of the 
CP, did cosponsor a local demonstra
tion in support of the League. Other 
sponsors of the action were the 

Indiana University Young Socialist 
Alliance, New American Movement, 
and the Organization of Arab Stu
dents. 

The news media showed consider
able interest in many of the picket 
lines. Local TV stations had coverage 

YSA calls 
for solidarity 
Andrew Pulley, national secretary 
of the Young Socialist Alliance 
(YSA), issued a statement July 7 
solidarizing the YSA with the inter
national protests against the ban
ning of the Ligue Communiste. 

"The YSA wholeheartedly sup
ports these actions and calls for 
continuing protests," he said. 

"This worldwide campaign must 
be continued by all those who sup
port civil liberties. 

"Rescind the ban on the Ligue 
Communiste! 

"Free Alain Krivine and Pierre 
Rousset!" 

on demonstrations that occurred in 
St. Louis, Houston, Minneapolis, 
Boston, and Philadelphia. 

Picket lines also took place in Pitts
burgh; Detroit; Denver; Washington, 
D.C.; Atlanta; Cleveland; San Diego; 
and Los Angeles. 

Actions are scheduled this week in 
Portland, Ore.; and Austin, Texas. 

200 demonstrated at French consulate in New York Militant/Michael Baumann 

5 British MPs urge lifting of ban 

Int'l actions defend French Trotskyists 
JULY 11 - International protests con
tinue against the banning of the Com
munist League by the French gov
ernment. 

The July 7-8 issue of the daily Com
bat reported that in West Berlin, 5,000 
students took part in a solidarity meet
ing for the League held at the Free 
University. Daniel Cohn-Bendit, one 
of the leaders of the May 1968 
upsurge in France, addressed the 
gathering. 

The July 6 Le Monde reported a 
meeting of 2,000 students in Frank
furt, Germany, which was addressed 
by Cohn-Bendit and Rudi Dutschke, 
formerly a leader of the German stu
dent movement. 

Five members of the British Par
liament- Phillip Whitehead, Norman 
Atkinson, Michael Foot, Eric Heffer, 
and Frank Allaun-have sent an 
open letter to French President Georges 
Pompidou protesting the ban on the 
League. 

Other protests in Britain include the 
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brief occupation of the French State 
Tourist Board on June 30 by 70 mem
bers of the International Marxist 
Group (IMG), the British section of 
the Fourth International, followed by 
a demonstration. And a picket line 
protested outside the French Embassy 
in London on July 1. 

The IMG has published a special 
issue of its newspaper Red Weekly 
calling for defense of the League. 

In Toronto, Canada, 85 people 
demonstrated outside the French con
sulate on June 29. Speaking at the 
action were representatives of the 
League for Socialist Action/ Ligue So
cialiste Ouvriere; Canadian section of 
the Fourth International; the Young 
Socialists/ Ligue des J eunes Socialistes; 
the Revolutionary Marxist Group; and 
the Labor Action Committee. 

A joint statement against the ban
ning of the League was issued in 
Quebec by the Ligue Socialiste 
OuvriE!re; Ligue des J eunes Socialistes; 

and Groupe Marxiste Revolutionnaire 
(Revolutionary Marxist Group). 

A news conference in Brussels de
nouncing the outlawing of the League 
was organized by the Ligue Revolu
tionnaire des Travailleurs (LRT-

Labor Challenge 

Protest at French consulate in Toronto 

Revolutionary Workers League), Bel
gian section of the Fourth Interna
tional. At the news conference, a 
petition campaign was announced, 
with an appeal to "all democratic and 
workers organizations" to join in a 
campaign to demand the lifting of 
the ban. Initial signers of the petition 
include several leaders of the Belgian 
Communist Party. 

In Wellington, New Zealand, pick
eters at the French Embassy on July 
2 carried banners that read "Ban the 
bomb, not French socialists," referring 
to the imminent French nuclear tests 
in the South Pacific. The Socialist 
Action League, the New Zealand 
Trotskyist organization, called for an 
end to the ban on the League. 

A protest statement was issued in 
Vienna on June 29. Signers include 
the Austrian Trotskyist organization, 
Gruppe Revolutionare Marxisten 
(Revolutionary Marxist Group), and 
several other radical organizations. 



Tunisian worker tells 
of French cop violence 

By CAROLINE LUND 
PARIS, July 8- In attempting to jus
tify its banning of the Communist 
League, the French government has 
tried to portray the Trotskyist orga
nization as an instigator of antisocial 
violence. The League was banned in 
the wake of an antifascist demonstra
tion June 21 that ended in confronta
tions between .the police and the dem
onstrators. 

The real source of the violence, how
ever, is clear from the story told to 
me by Mohammed Soyah, a 27-year
old Tunisian worker. Soyah was 
among those who responded to the 
Communist League's call for the June 
21 demonstration. The demonstration 
was to protest a fascist meeting, spon
sored by the group New Order. This 
meeting was to launch an openly 
racist campaign against the presence 
of Arab and African immigrants in 
France. 

hundreds of immigrant workers in 
France have been assassinated by 
racists under similar conditions. 

"They took me and a Moroccan dem
onstrator to the police station in a 
police first-aid car -which shows, of 
course, that these 'first-aid cars' do 
not only serve to help the wounded," 
said Soyah. In attempting to whip 
up feelings against the Communist 
League, French government spokes
men had hypocritically accused the 
demonstrators of attacking the police 
first-aid cars. 

"I might mention all the insults we 
received from the cops on the way 
to the station," Soyah added. "They 
called us 'dirty Arabs,' and, 'We'll 
kill you,' or 'We'll throw you in the 
Seine.' 

"When we arrived at the station we 
were the first two arrested from the 
demonstration. The chief cop asked 
the other police why they had only 
managed to bring in two so far! 

"Then I heard for the first time 
that I was charged with carrying mol
otov cocktails. I should mention here 
that people from New Order, who had 
also been arrested at the demonstra
tion site, were allowed special per
mission by the cops to call people 
outside. Normally you are not al
lowed to call anyone for the first 24 
hours they hold you. 

"Later, the cops came up to me and 
presented me with a bag of stuff
I couldn't see what was inside- and 
two iron bars, saying 'Here, this is 
yours.' But I refused to touch them. 
I was sure they were trying to get· 
me to put my fingerprints on the bag 
so they could say it was. mine and 
contained arms. 

"The next day they made a search 
~ew. Ord_er thugs in front of their racist anti- of my apartment trying to find arms, 
Immigration posters. . but they found nothing. 

I was introduced to Mohammed 
Soyah by a former member of the 
Communist League at Nanterre Uni
versity, where Soyah is studying; he 
also works as an electromechanic. I 
spoke with him today in a tiny dor
mitory room at Nan terre. He had 
o~ly yesterday been released from 
prison, where he had been held since 
the night of the demonstration. 

Soy ah began his story by noting 
that the cops who surrounded the area 
of the New Order meeting clearly 
sympathized with the racist campaign 
of the fascists. "For example," he said, 
"when I got to the demonstration I 
spoke with a taxi driver who appeared 
to be Arab. He told me that the cops 
had just manhandled him and started 
to arrest him because he looked like 
an Arab. When the driver told the cops 
that he was French and didn't have 
anything to do with Arabs, they re
leased him. 

"Then we were attacked by a brigade 
of police, who tried to push the crowd 
back. I saw a special brigade of CRS 
[Compagnies Republicains de Securite 
-Republican Security Companies,. the 
special police] attack another part of 
the demonstration with tear gas. 

"I have participated in almost every 
demonstration since May 1968," he 
said, "and I can't remember ever 
seeing so many CRS as were at this 
demonstration. 

"Very soon I was jumped by two 
plainclothes cops, who beat me and 
took my bag, which contained only 
my helmet." In France, where demon
strations are illegal unless approved 
by the government, demonstrators of
ten wear helmets for protection from 
the cops. 

Soyah at first didn't know the at
tackers were cops and was afraid, 
he said, because he remembered how 
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"It was only Saturday evening-45 
hours after my arrest- that I went 
before the judge and was charged with 
having illegal arms." 

The case was such a transparent 
frame-up that the judge was finally 
forced to grant Soyah provisional lib
erty. This was after he had been held 
two days in the police station and 
15 days in La Sante prison. 

The racism and systematic violence 
of the French capitalist regime were 
graphically shown by the conditions 
in the prison that Soyah described 
to me. "In La Sante, all the prison
ers are segregated by race, which 
means that all the Arab prisoners are 
in one section. Within the Arab sec
tion there would be one floor for the 
Tunisians, one floor for the Algeri
ans, and another for the Moroccans." 

The conditions are so degradingthat 
in La Sante prison alone, 27 prison
ers have committed suicide since the 
beginning of this year, and many more 
have attempted to do so. 

Soyah said he heard of prisoners 
so desperate they tried to commit sui
cide by swallowing needles, glass, or 
a fork. Prisoners can easily get sleep
ing pills from the prison psychiatrist, 
he told me, and many of them have 
been so destroyed by prison lift; that 
they remain in a doped state, scarce
ly able to eat or light a cigarette. 

Mohammed Soyah's story of the 
June 21 demonstration exposes the lies 
of the Pompidou regime in its cam
paign to illegalize the Communist 
League. It is the Pompidou govern
ment whose police, courts, and prisons 
enforce a system of violence and rac
ism against the French people and 
protect the fascist thugs. 

The government has attacked the 
right of the Communist League to 
exist because the League has been 
in the forefront of the struggles chal
lenging this system of violence. 

500 French notables 
hit ban on Trotskyists 
PARIS, July 8- Today's issue of the 
newspaper Le Monde contains an ap
peal signed by nearly 500 prominent 
people calling for the repeal of the 
government decree banning the Com
munist League, and demanding free
dom for Alain Krivine and Pierre 
Rousset, two imprisoned leaders of 
the League. 

The appeal also calls for "the forma
tion of a national committee on the 
basis of this appeal in order to wage 
a struggle to defeat the repression." 

Among the signers of the half-page 
ad are Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul 
Sartre, Regis Debray, Marguerite Dur-

cal prisoners, especially Alain Krivine 
and Pierre Rousset!" 

In addition to this appeal, protest 
meetings and press conferences de
nouncing the ban and the imprison-

. ment of Krivine and Rousset have 
been held in many French cities. The 
July 7 issue of 'the Paris daily Com~ 
bat reported, for example, that in Lille 

. a press conference was held featuring 
representatives of the Communist Par
ty, the Socialist Party, the two major 
trade-union confederations in France, 
the largest teachers union, and the 
Left Radical Party. These organiza
tions "vigorously denounced the arrest 

Militant/Caroline Lund 

Overflow crowd at July 4 Paris meeting to protest banning of French Trotskyists 

as, Jean Seberg, Michele Rey, and 
Constantine Costa-Gavras. Leaders of 
a whole range of political and trade
union organizations also signed, in
cluding the Socialist Party, the French 
Democratic Confederation of Labor, 
the United Socialist Party, the Revolu
tionary Marxist Alliance, Workers 
Struggle, Women's Liberation Move
ment, the National Union of Second
ary School Teachers, and Revolution, 
the daily newspaper founded by Jean
Paul Sartre. 

The nam.es of many other academic, 

As we go to press ... 
JULY 11-The French government 
today appealed a lower-court rul
ing ordering the provisional re
lease of French Trotskyist leader 
Aloin Krivine. The Cour d' Accusa
tion, the higher court, now has 
30 days to reach a decision on 
the appeal. In the meantime, 
Krivine remains in jail. 

literary, and cultural figures are also 
included. 

The appeal states, in part, "By joint
ly dissolving New Order and the Com
munist League, by thus putting them 
both on the same level, the govern
ment would like to make it look as 
though it is responding to the desires 
of a large part of public opinion. 

"It intends to bring political mili
tants, leaders of the Communist 
League, before the State Security 
Court for violation of the 'antiwrecker 
law' and for 'attempted murder.' 

''We believe it is our duty to de
nounce this operation." 

The signers demand: 
• "Lift the decree dissolving the 

Communist League! 
e ''Drop all charges against leaders 

or militants of the Communist League 
and against all militants who have 
been harassed since June 21! 

• "Immediate freedom for all politi-

of the leaders of the League and de
manded that they be freed." 

In another development, supporters 
and former members of the Commu
nist League challenged the Pompidou 
government's repressive moves bymo,. 
bilizing to openly sell the weekly news
paper Rouge, formerly the organ of 
the League. 

A new issue of Rouge appeared here 
Friday, July 6. By Saturday night, 
dozens of young people were hawking 
Rouge in the streets of the Latin Quar
ter, which is full of restaurants and 
movie lines. They also asked for fi
nancial support for the paper and for 
the campaign to lift the ban on the 
League. 

Today, Sunday, at the large mar
ket at the Convencion metro (subway) 
stop, some 75 people sold Rouge to 
crowds of shoppers and distributed 
leaflets describing the defense cam
paign. A six-foot banner hung from a 
lamppost contained an explanation of 
the banning. 

Rouge was sold at all the city's big 
markets. (Sunday is the day most 
French people do their food shop
ping.) Although many cops observed 
the salespeople, there was no attempt 

Continued on page 22 
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OEO guidelines supP-ressed 
We~!Jre'. an~ forced Relfs tell D.C. hearings 
~!~!~~~~~lion In Alabama of forced sterilizations 
MONTGOMERY, Ala., July 7- The 
sterilization of the Relf sisters here 
reveals the racism of those who direct 
the welfare system. 

The Relf family is about as down
trodden and oppressed as you can 
be. Lonnie Relf, the father, is in poor 
health and unable to work, so the 
entire family of five has had to sub
sist on $156 a month welfare sup
port. Minnie Relf, the mother, is un
able to read or write. 

Families such as the Relfs are con
sidered by the welfare system to be 
burdens on society. The goal of feder
ally funded projects like the Montgom
ery Community Action Committee 
(MCAC) is not to eliminate the pov
erty of those on welfare, but to keep 
them from reproducing. So they steril
ized Mary Alice, 12, and Minnie Lee, 
14, without their permission and at
tempted to sterilize their older sister, 
Katie, 16. When the nurse came for 
Katie, however, she locked herself in 
the bathroom and refused to be taken 
to the hospital. 

The Relfs have filed suit against 
the government asking that everything 
possible be done to reverse the opera
tion, demanding that forced steriliza
tions be stopped, and claiming $1-
million in damages. 

The racism of the MCAC officials 

The July 11 New York Times 
reported that the Relfs' suit has 
been amended to include John 
Dean and John Ehrlichman as 
defendants. The suit charges that 
these former White House aides 
were responsible for suppres- · 
sing OEO guidelines setting 
forth conditions under which fed
erally funded agencies could 
perform sterilizations. 

is so blatant that Melvin Belli, head 
attorney for the Relfs, terms it "an 
open and shut case of assault and 
battery. This is the kind of thing Hit
ler did." 

In Montgomery, according to law
yers working on the Relf suit, M CAC 
has followed a policy of combing 
Black housing projects and pressur
ing parents to authorize the steriliza
tion of their children. For example, 
in none of the 11 additional steriliza
tions now known to have been per
formed by MCAC did the victims vol
unteer to be sterilized. Of these 11, 
10 are Black, five are minors, and 
seven are considered by Office of Eco
nomic Opportunity (OEO) officials to 
be retarded. 

Montgomery racists are taking the 
suit on behalf of the Relf family none 
too kindly. The judge in the case, 

The Relf family 

Robert Varner, is threatening a con
tempt citation against attorney Joe Le
vine for publicizing the plight of the 
Relfs. 

Prospects for a just hearing are 
bleak. In a recent trial, Varner asked 
government attorneys to remove 
Black jurors because the jury panel 
might have to stay together, and "white 
people in the area have not accepted 
the idea of eating with Negroes." 

Varner refused to step down from 
the Relf case when the Relf lawyers 
asked him to because of his "open 
and blatant racial bias." A hearing 
on the case is set for July 30. 

Dr. Warren Herns, former chief of 
program development and project 
evaluation for OEO's family planning 
division, claims that if the guidelines 
he prepared had been distributed to 
the agencies, the sterilizations would 
not have taken place. Dr. Herns re
signed from the agency in 1972 be
cause of what he called "political inter
ference and the completely irresponsi
ble action of OEO in blocking the dis
semination of those guidelines." 

The guidelines stated, in part, "No 
sterilization procedure shall be per
formed on any individual who does 
not, under applicable state law, have 
the legal capacity to himself consent 
to the procedure. No sterilization pro
cedure shall be conducted unless the 
individual patient has given his in
formed, written consent to the 
procedure." 

The absence of the guidelines en
couraged abuses by unscrupulous wel
fare workers. Sterilization procedures 
were totally arbitrary, allowing local 
groups to make up their own rules. 
In Montgomery, that meant going af
ter Black families, with or without 
their consent. 

WONAAC: Right to choose 
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The following are excerpts from a 
press statement by Susan LaMont, 
a national coordinator of the Wom
en's National Abortion Action Co
alition (WONAAC). 
Since its formation in July 1971, 
WONAAC has carried out a cam
paign to educate the public about 
forced sterilization and to mobilize 
opposition to this practice, which 
is especially aimed at and carried 
out against Black, Chicano, Puer
to Rican women, and women on 
welfare. 

WONAAC's three demands, the 
repeal of all abortion laws, the re
peal of all restrictive contraception 

laws, and an end to forced steriliza
tion, are based on the fundamental 
right of women to control their own 
bodies to decide when and if they 
will bear children. 

No individual or institution . . . 
has the right to decide that a wom
an should be sterilized. The right 
to choose or not choose sterilization 
belongs to the woman alone- no 
matter what her age. 

The constitutional guarantees that 
formed the basis for the historic 
Supreme Court decision legalizing 
abortion must also be extended to 
protect women from forced steriliza
tion. 

By BAXTER SMITH 
WASHINGTON, D. C., July 10- The 
Senate Subcommittee on Health, 
chaired by Edward Kennedy (D
Mass. ), today wound up its twelfth 
day of hearings into federal involve
ment in drug experimentation, psycho
surgery, and federal use of experimen
tal medical devices under the guise of 
biomedical research. 

Today's hearings heard testimony 
relating to the June 14 sterilization of 
two young Black women in Montgom
ery, Ala., at an Office of Economic 
Opportunity-funded family-planning 
clinic. 

The two women, Mary Alice and 
Minnie Lee Relf, had been subjects 
in a birth-control experiment at the 
clinic in which they received 90-day 
shots of the drug depopovera. Al
though the drug is known to cause 
cancer in laboratory animals, the 
Montgomery Family Planning Clinic 
used it until last March. 

The morning sessions heard testi
mony from Dr. Henry Simmons, as
sistant secretary for health and scien
tific affairs of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare; the 
mother and father of the Relf women; 
the Relf's attorney; and Dr. Warren 
Herns, a former high official in OEO. 

The parents of the two sterilized 
women told the committee how a nurse 
had come to their home while Lonnie 
Relf, the father, was away. The nurse 
told Minnie Relf, the mother, to sign 
some papers with her "X," and she did 
so, believing she was authorizing 
more birth-control shots. Then the 
daughters were taken to the hospital 
and sterilized. 

Simmons of HEW directed his re
marks against Kennedy-sponsored 
legislation that would place a rigid 
restriction on the use of humans, par-

with such statements as: "I want the 
reasons for this hearing removed!" He 
even promised the Relf parents that 
he intended to see to . it that forcible 
sterilization would never be used on 
young women again. 

Despite these threats and promises, 
Kennedy timidly questioned Phillips 
about Dr. Herns's charges. Herns had 
earlier testified that he was against 
forced sterilization and that he believed 
Phillips knew who in the White House 
had ordered that a February 1972 
OE 0 guideline not be distributed to 
local OEO centers. These guidelines 
would have prohibited forced steriliza
tion at OE 0-funded centers. 25,000 
copies of the guidelines were dis
covered in a federal warehouse July 6. 

Herns testified that he had conversa
tions with Phillips and Dr. Louis 
Cooper, his superior, about the sup
pression of the guidelines. He told the 
committee that his superiors began to 
harass and intimidate him every time 
he raised the matter. He eventually 
resigned. 

Although Kennedy himself alluded 
to rumors of White House pressure to 
quash the guidelines during the elec
tion year, he nevertheless refused to 
press Phillips on the issue. 

At present, two probes are being 
conducted into the Alabama steriliza-
tions- one by the Justice Department 
to investigate possible civil rights vio
lations and the other by OEO itself. 

HEW has set July 19 as the date 
for issuing new guidelines for sterili
zations at federally funded centers. 
Guidelines issued in May 1971 re
moved all prohibitions against federal 
funding of sterilizations. HEW has 
suspended all national funding for 
sterilizations pending the new gu~de
lines. 

Support for the Relfs and other vic-

lonnie Relf testifies before Kennedy Subcommittee on Health 

ticularly prisoners and people under 
the age of 18, in federal experimen
tation with drugs, psychosurgery, and 
medical devices. 

Kennedy questioned the attitude of 
HEW and the Nixon administration 
for not demanding higher standards 
of drug safety. Kennedy, who had 
termed the experimentation and steri
lization on the Relfs "one of the most 
tragic experiments of all times," be
came visibly upset when Simmons 
stated, "We have the most stringent 
regulation of medical research in the 
world." 

Though Kennedy blasted away at 
Simmons and HEW in the morning, 
he held his fire when Howard Phil
lips, the former director of OEO, spoke 
in the afternoon. 

Kennedy had opened the hearing 

tims of forced sterilization continues 
to mount. The four Black female mem
bers of the Congressional Black Cau
cus today sent a letter to Caspar W em
berger, secretary of HEW, urging the 
department to issue new guidelines that 
"will assure the voluntary nature of 
family planning services of all kinds, 
from birth control devices to steriliza
tion, and for all recipients, not just 
minors and other legal incompetents." 

On July 9 a group of 14 organiza
tions held a press conference to pro
test the sterilizations. The organiza
tions, including the National Council 
of Negro Women, National Council 
of Jewish Women, National Organiza
tion for Women, Zero Population 
Growth, and the National Women's 
Political Caucus, called for an end 
to the use of federal funds for the 
sterilization of minors. 



Crisis ebbs in money markets 
The dollar's plunge: what caused It? 
By DICK ROBERTS 
JULY 11-An international agree
ment providing for massive borrowing 
of foreign currencies· by the U. S. has 
shored up the rapidly sinking dollar. 
Before the agreement, which extends 
"swap" credit lines to the U.S. Federal 
Reserve Board, the dollar had depre
ciated at. least 10 percent in the last
two weeks alone. 

This takes place as fears of un
bridled U. S. inflation sweep the world. 
A high West German official warned 
last week that a further decline in the 
dollar's value could wreck the world 
economy. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve 
moved to tighten credit further in this 
county in an attempt to dampen the 
economic upturn and po!jsibly induce 
a "controlled" recession. 

In the last two days, however, it 
was not actual swaps but the an
nouncement of the extension of credit 
to the U.S. to engage in swaps that 
turned the dollar around. These steps 
increased U.S. swap credits by $6.25-
billion to $17.98-billion. 

Since the U.S. holds only about 
$12-billion in actual reserves, main
ly gold, foreign governmentshavenow 
agreed to lend Washington reserve 
credits far beyond what it could im
mediately repay. This show of sup
·posed confidence in the U.S. Trea
sury moved the dollar value up 5 
percent in two days. One money dealer 

. told the New York Times, "They're 
trying to give the dollar all the help 
they can without spending any money." 
For the time being, ha added, the 
ploy seems to have worked. 

In U.S. swap operations, the Fed
eral Reserve would borrow foreign 
currencies. These, in turn, would be 
used to purchase unwanted dollars 
that are being sold abroad. The U.S. 
purchasing operation would increase 
the demand for dollars and conse
quently it could temporarily drive the 
price of dollars upward. 

To get an idea of the decline of the 
value of the dollar before these moves, 
in 1969 the dollar bought four Ger
man marks. By December 1971 in the 
Smithsonian accords the rate had fall
en to 3.22 marks per dollar. 

Frankfurt money market: dollar fell to record low 

an ounce. 

In the monetary crisis last spring 
the rate was down to 2.8 marks. On 
Friday, July 6, the dollar closed at 
2.26 marks and there was serious 
talk of the dollar sinking to one for 
two marks, representing a whopping 
decline of 50 percent in four years. 

So far the present monetary crisis 
has n9t seen the volume of hot money 
crossing national boundaries typical 
of other recent world monetary upsets. 
But the precipitous drop in the dollar's 
value led one head of a Swiss na
tional bank to declare that the situa
tion was "completely out of control." 
These were the main dangers: 

e The collapse of the dollar, which 
is still the key wo'rld currency for 
trade and investment and the main 
currency in monetary reserves, could 
bring about a drastic decline in trade 
investment and precipitate internation
al recession. 

• The low price of the dollar threat
ens to deprive Europe and Japan of 
needed export markets, forcing pro
duction to slow in these countries and 

possibly causing a chain-reaction 
world recession in this way. 

• The increased ability of the U. S. 
to export goods (because of their 
cheaper prices abroad) limits supplies 
in this country and increases the infla
tionary pressure here, all the more 
exacerbating .the weakness of the dol
lar. This has already been. a major 
factor in the food-price inflation. 

Watergate? 
As the world economy teeters be

tween inflationary and recessionary 
dangers, the most frequently men
tioned reason for the latest flight from 
the dollar is the Watergate scandal. 
The New York Times commented edi
torially on July 8: "To be sure, there 
are tangible causes of the drop 
in confidence in the American dollar. 
The Watergate affair has deepened 
skepticism about the ability of the Nix
on administration to govern effectively. 
The racing American boom has gen
erated the most serious inflation this 
country has experienced since World 
War II." 

For the business interests who rule 

the country there is more than a 
passing connection between Watergate 
and inflation. It is the inflation itself 
that undermines the dollar, but it is 
the Nixon administration that must 
pursue policies designed to bolster the 
dollar. Business fears that Nixon's 
loss of credibility will make it dif
ficult for the administration to impose 
the recessionary policies necessary to 
strengthen the dollar. 

July 6 brought the news that whole
sale prices rose 2.3 percent in June, 
an annual rate of 27 percent. This 
will be passed on to consumers just 
at the time President Nixon's "Phase 
4" policy goes into effect. There are 
serious doubts on Wall Street. that the 
new scheme will work any better than 
"Phase 3." 

U.S. capital itself is fieeing from 
the dollar. Business Week reported 
July 7, "European bankers insist that 
much of the money moving into other 
currencies is coming out of New York, 
where John Dean's testimony before 
the Senate committee was front-page 
news last week." 

Continued on page 22 

What workers of Uruguay .are fighting for 
"Last night the security forces put on that its general strike will continue asking for in an effort to· offset infla-
an unusual display of force. Mounted "until Mr. Bordaberry falls." tion. In a dispatch from Montevideo 
policemen on horseback, .regular po- This strike has become the focus July 4, New York Times correspon-
licemen with clubs and soldiers with of opposition to Bordaberry's June dent Marvine Howe said the striking 
tanks put down an attempt by work- 27 decision, made under intense pres- workers she spoke to "expressed dis-
ers and students to demonstrate sure from the military, to abolish Con- dain" for the wage hike. 
against the Government." With these gress and suspend other constitutional 
words, a July 10 dispatch in the New measures. 
York Times describes the sharpening On June 30, Bordaberry dissolved 
crisis confronting the military-run re- the 400,000-member CNT, which had 
gime of Uruguayan President Juan called the strike. He ordered the army 
Borda berry. and the police to try ·to break the 

According to the Times, there were strike by force. Hundreds of unionists 
more than 300 arrests during the dem- were arrested, and strikers were forc
onstration in downtown Montevideo. ibly dislodged from the factories and 
In addition, medical sources reported buildings they had occupied. 
two dead and at least 20 wounded, This resort to strong-arm methods 
several by bullets. by the government to break the strike 

Further, police and military units 
staged a violent raid on the offices 
of the banned Communist Party daily 
newspaper, El Popular, arresting all 
staff members in the offices. 

Despite this increased government 
repression, however, the CP-led Con
venci6n Nacional de Trabajadores 
(CNT-National Workers Congress) 
has declared, according to the Times, 
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did not work, however. So on July 
3, the Labor Ministry tried another 
tack and announced salary increases: 
31.45 percent for the private sector 
and 25 percent for civil servants. Si
multaneously, however, major price 
rises were announced in basic items, 
such as bread, meat, fuel, and trans
portation. 

These wage raises fell far short of 
the 83 percent that the CNT had been 

A woman textile worker said, "It's 
a big sacrifice, but we're for the strike 
because we don't want a military gov-
ernment." 

Another striker, a metalworker, said: 
"H Bordaberry thinks he's going to 
win us over with peanuts, he's mis
taken. The cost of living has already 
gone up 35 percent this year, and so 
what good will the new raise do?" 

The failure of both its initial vio
lent crackdown on the workers and 
its token concessions has led to an 
increase of government violence 
against opponents of the regime. An 
undetermined number of political lead
ers have fled to Argentina. Although 
meetings have been prohibited, and it 
is thought that opposition parties may 
be banned, various opposition politi
cal forces have joined ranks against 
Bordaberry, calling for his resigna-

tion and an immediate restoration of 
constitutional freedoms. 

"One of the most important conse
quences of the latest coup was the 
agreement reached this w~ between 
two of- the country's leading political 
groups, which until now were bitter 
enemies-the conservative National 
party and the Broad Front, which 
includes Socialists, Communists and 
Christian Democrats," reported Mar
vine Howe. The two parties, now 
grouped in what is called the Resist
ance Front, have been joined by an 
"important group of dissidents" from 
Bordaberry's own Colorado Party. 

According to a Reuters report July 
2, a spokesman for the opposition 
called for a provisional government 
that would include members of the 
armed forces, all political parties, and 
workers' representatives. 

According to the July 11 New York 
Times, Liber Seregni, the retired gen
eral who is the leader of the Resist-
ance Front, has been arrested for his 
part in the July 9 Montevideo demon
stration under "emergency security 
measures" passed by the regime. 
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'More betrayals like Vietnam· 

eanln 
By ANDY ROSE 
NEW YORK -More than 300 people 

-attended a forum here June 29 on "The 
meaning of Brezhnev's visit-What's 
behind the U. S.-Soviet detente?" given 
by Jack Barnes, national secretary 
of the Socialist Workers Party. The 
meeting was sponsored by the New 
York SWP Campaign and the West . 
Side, Lower Manhattan, and Brook
lyn Militant Forums. 

Ba:cnes said the detente represents 
"the biggest change in the international 
situation since the cold war following 
the end of World War II." 

Brezhnev and Nixon signed nine 
agree~ents, including agreements on 
transportation, science and culture, 
disarmament negotiations, establish
ing a Soviet-American Chamber of 
Commerce, and the "Accord on Avoid
ing Atomic War." But the Brezhnev 
visit draws its significance not from 
its announced results but from its 
place in a whole sequence of events 
and changing relationships. 

Why the detente? 
What lies behind the historic shift 

now taking place? What are the rea
sons for the about-face in U.S. policy 
from the cold war threats of "contain
ment" or even "rollback" of the rev
olutions that had overthrown capital
ism in the Soviet Union, Eastern Eu
rope, and Chi~a to the current policy 
of detente with those same states? 

"Economics," Barnes said, "was 
the fundamental reason . behind the 
detente." He pointed out that U.S. 
capitalism has lost the overwhelming 
and unquestioned dominance it en
joyed in the post-World War II period. 
It is still the strongest capitalist power, 
but it is relatively weakened in com
parison with. its main competitors. 

"The tremendous productivity edge 
of American labor compared with 
German or Japanese labor has slowly 
but surely narrowed. 

"The dollar has fallen, not to the 
ground, but it has plummeted so far 
that it can no longer be a stable bed~ 
rock for an international monetary 
system. The attempt to be the great 
imperialist military . power and the 
great imperialist investor all ·over the 
world, while maintaining social peace 
at home, has caught up with the U.S. 

"The squeeze has begun, and the 
competition for markets, for areas of 
investment, for energy resources, has 
heated up. 

''While all this was occurring, the 
U.S.'s competitors were the first to 

penetrate into the vast potential 'east
ern market,' .the markets of the Soviet 
bloc and of China to some degree. 
It was done for the first time on a 
large scale in 1966 when Fiat set 
up an $800-million plant in the Soviet 
Union." 

One of> the primary goals the U.S. 
ruling class is trying to achieve 
through the detente is to gain an edge 
over their rivals in the competition 
for the markets, raw materials, and 
investment opportunities in the "east
ern market." 

Antiwar movement 
Another major problem the capital

ist rulers had to cope with was the 
radicalization within the United States, 
which began with the rise of the Black 
struggle and spread and deepened 
with the opposition to the war in 
Vietnam. 

The antiwar movement, Barnes said, 
"altered American politics and limited 
the freedom with which the warma~ers 
could operate. There was a growing 
lack of confidence in the capacity and 
ability and even the right of the rulers 
to rule. The fact was driven home, 
much as they hated to admit it, that 
they did not have a free hand. 

"Their problem was the American 
people; and if they didn't stop the 
war or alter it soon, the problem 
would become much worse. Bec·ause 
sooner or later growing numbers of 
the American workers, potentially the 
most powerful force they had to con
tend with, would move onto the scene." 

They had to find a way to get out 
of Vietnam militarily, without the Viet
namese revolution triumphing, and 
they had to try and avoid any more 
Vietnams in the future. The economic 
and political costs of such ventures 
would prove too great. 

"They needed some help here, too," 
Barnes said. "The question was, how 
to get it? How to prevent the next 
Vietnam? How to avoid confronting 
the decision of whether or not to send 
100,000 or 200,000 or 300,000 U.S. 
troops to the Arab-Persian Gulf, for 
instance, and take the chances on what 
may happen here in the U.S.? 

"And the answer to all three ques-
. tions, over time, all coincided in one 

person, Leonid Brezhnev. They clasp
ed hands on the betrayal of the Viet
namese revolution, one -of the blood
iest, most heinous betrayals in the 
history of the workers movement. 

"They began discussions on invest
ment and trade with the Soviet Union. 

- le • 

BREZHNEV & NIXON: 'They clasped hands on the betrayal and strangling of the 
Vietnamese people and agreed to do this anywhere in the world- anywhere it be
came necessary.' 

"And they agreed to follow up the 
betrayal and strangling of the Viet
namese people with the agreement to 
do this anywhere in the world- any
where it became necessary."-

Soviet bureaucracy 
Barnes pointed out that the Soviet 

bureaucracy faced problems of its own 
that impelled it to seek the detente. 

The development of the Soviet 
Union from the backwardness of semi
colonial Russia before the revolution 
into the second industrial power in 
the world testifies to the superiority 
of its planned economy and socialist 
property forms. 

But the Soviet Union still lags be
hind the advanced capitalist powers 
in labor productivity and in many 
areas of technology. Moreover, the 
fact that the ecohomy is run by a 
privileged bureaucratic caste, rather 
than by the masses of workers, dis
torts and retards economic develop
ment. 

Barnes said the bureaucracy faced 
"the problem of the expectations of 
the workers and intellectuals- the 
growing proletarianized and cultured 
masses of Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union-who are demanding 
more, not less, in quantity and in 
quality. And as this demand rose, 
the big fat extra chunk of pie for 
the bureaucracy was becoming threat
ened." 

Thus they desperately needed West
ern capital and technology. The Polish 
workers' uprising in December 1970 
signaled what could happen if the 
bureaucracy did not heed the demands 
for a higher standard of living. 

Barnes emphasized that revolution
ary socialists do not condemn the 
signing of trade agreements between 
the Soviet Union and capitalist coun
tries. Such agreements may be nec
essary and desirable, as they were 
in the early days of the Soviet Union 
under the revolutionary leadership of 
Lenin and Trotsky. 

What makes the detente a betrayal 
is that Brezhnev and Company pur
chase these trade agreements with a. 
pledge to· maintain the world status 
quo and cooperate with the imperial
ists in crushing revolutionary strug
gles. Vietnam is just the first payment 
for these trade deals. 

"Will this bring about the peace and 
prosperity they talk about? No," 
Barnes said, "the peace it will bring 
is the 'peace' that is shown in Viet
nam and Cambodia. That is, the 
peace of the tempot:ary agreement of 
the Soviet bureaucracy and the U.S. 
imperialists to try to brutally and 
rapidly crush in the bud any threat 
to the international status quo. 

"What about long-term prosperity? 
Can it be achieved? T~e answer also 
is no. Yes, big changes can occur, 
adjustments can occur. The eastern 
markets may be a significant help, 
in certain industries and for a period 
of time, for the major imperialist pow
ers. But more fundamentally the de
tente opens up another area of ~c
celerated competition and conflict 
among the capitalist powers. 

Leninism vs. Stalinism 

Hall & Brezhnev mum on cambodia 

Brezhnev's maneuvers and deals are 
the continuation-not of Lenin's 
policies, as he falsely claims- but of 
Stalin's. All the fundamental princi
ples of Leninism, Barnes explained, 
were .overturned with the rise of the 
privileged Soviet bureaucracy headed 
by Stalin. 
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"I don't know who busted their back 
to welcome Brezhnev the most," 
Barnes noted, "the ruling class
with the 21-gun salute, the arm-in
arm reviewing of the troops, the 
entire show- or the American Com
munist Party. 

"The Daily World ran a cartoon 
depicting Leonid Brezhnev in the 
firmament of the heavens, with ·the 
sun and moon of 'peace' and 'friend
ship' twirling around his head. 

"I kept looking for the caption 
that would have said, 'Our com
rade's in his heaven and all's right 
with the world.' But they left 
it off .... 

"To add insult to injury, after 
the tremendous welcome the Daily 
World tried to lay out, Gus Hall 
only had tea and cookies with 

Brezhnev at an unannounced little 
meeting that was not on the formal 
schedule. 

"Gus Hall told the press that the 
meeting was held in an atmosphere 
of humor between two old friends. 
They discussed a few things like the 
struggle against racism in this coun
try. He said Brezhnev was partic
ularly interested in inflation and 
the economic situation. . . . 

"But strangely enough, one topic 
that Brezhnev imd Gus Hall didn't 
hit on in their entire two-hour round 
of mutual self-congratulation was 
Cambodia, where U.S. bombs are 
raining down on the Cambodian 
people. Gus Hall must have choked 
on a cookie early in the session 
and was incapable of raising with 
his mentor this one little problem." 

"From the epoch of wars, revolu
tions, and colonial uprisings.:__ as 
Lenin characterized this epoch- it be
came, under Stalin, the epoch of 
'peaceful coexistence.' It became the 
epoch of 'socialism in one country,' 
not international revolution. The 
world revolution became small change 
to use in futile deals to try and protect 
the 'Soviet Fatherland.' 

"Cooperation with the bosses on an 
internati"onal scale became the watch
word, not the class struggle. Instead 
of supporting the unconditional right 
of self-determination of oppressed na
tionalities and mobilizing and lead
ing them, the policy became the re
pression of the oppressed national
ities and subordinating the colonial 
revolution to the stability of the status 
qll;O• 



"Stalinism means to declare all 
policies as victories, all retreats as 
steps forward, and for all mistakes, 
to find scapegoats and shoot them, 
if the mistake is bad enough. Other
wise just lie about it." 

These policies of Stalinism have led 
to defeat after defeat for the world 
revolution, from the rise of fascism 
in Germany to the most recent be
trayal of the Vietnamese. 

Role of China 
During the discussion period a ques

tion was raised about the role of 
China in the detente. "The Chinese 
regime," Barnes said, "has exactly the 
same concept of building socialism in 
one country that Moscow has. 

"The Maoists in Peking went through 
a series of tests and proved themselves 
very thoroughly to Nixon: their sup
port for Pakistan against the struggle 
of Bangladesh; for the Ceylonese gov
ernment's slaughtering of the insur-

Militant/Michael Baumann 

BARNES: SWP leader analyzes detente 

gents there in 1971; for the Sudanese 
dictatorship's massacre of the Sudan
ese Communist Party. And since the 
detente has begun, their support to the 
Greek colonels and the shah of Iran 
shows the same policy. 

"Don't forget it was through 
the Chinese that the screws were twist
ed on the Vietnamese and the deal 
with Brezhnev set up. When Nixon 
visited China at the same time as a 
big escalation of the bombing in Viet
nam, that was the first big proof to 
the Vietnamese that they would get 
no support from the powerful work
ers states that could have aided them." 

What about the Sino-Soviet dispute? 
"To me," Barnes said, "this is the low 
point of the degeneration so far of 
Stalinism and socialism in one coun-

try. Two states that have established 
socialist property forms, that have 
gone through revolutions, are in es
sence confronting each other as state 
powers, each trying to build national 
communism, and g1vmg gigantic 
openings to the imperialists as they 
do so. 

"We'll see an accelerated competition 
between Peking and Moscow · for the 
favor of Nixon, and we'll see the 
American ruling class use this di
vision to further its own aims." 

Will the deals succeed? 
The effects of the new collaborative 

relations between the Soviet bureau
crats and the capitalist overlords can
not yet be completely foreseen, Barnes 
said. "We have to assume we will see 
more betrayals like Vietnam. 

"But in addition to the betrayals that 
are on the agenda are the explosions. 
Nixon and Brezhnev can't halt these. 
There will be new Vietnams; new ex
plosions in the Arab East; new ex
plosions in Eastern Europe, hastened 
by the very agreements that are 
signed; new struggles in the United ' 
States itself. The U. S. ruling class will 
make new attempts to put pressure 
on the workers to hold down wages, 
at the same time sinking the roots of 
the coming American explosion deeper 
and deeper into more powderkegs 
around the world." 

The Stalinists have always insisted 
that building "socialism in one 
country" was a more "realistic" policy 
than promoting world revolution. The 
truth is, Barnes concluded, "the real
istic policies were not the policies of 
Stalin and his heirs, because they put 
us in the situation where, even 55 
years after the Russian revolution, we 
still face the problem: either revolution 
or the barbarous destruction of hu
manity. 

"The realistic alternative was the al
ternative Trotsky proposed, which 
was the continuation of Lenin's policy; 
it accepted the reality of workers' 
struggles and accepted the responsi
bility to construct a leadership that 
could lead them to victory. 

"The utopian perspective is that of 
the Nixons and the Brezhnevs. 

"The struggles of the Vietnamese, 
the struggles of the colonial peoples, 
the oppressed nationalities, the work
ers, the women, students, and all op
pressed people-that's the reality, and 
that's the future." 

STALIN & VON RIBBENTROP (Nazi foreign minister): Stalin claimed his pact with 
Hitler would ensure peace, but it paved the way for Nazi invasion of the Soviet 
Union. Brezhnev's deals with Nixon are no improvement. 
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Nixon seeks Peking aid as 
Lon Nol·s army retreats 
By DICK ROBERTS 
"Cambodian cease-fire mostly up to 
Peking" declared Jhe headline of the 
July 7 Christian Science Monitor. It 
expresses the hopes of the Nixon ad
ministration as Cambodian ruler Lon 
N ol' s military position continues to 
deteriorate under the impact of rebel 
advances. 

"China. now appears to loom as the 
key to a long-sought cease-fire in 
Cambodia," Monitor correspondent 
Charlotte Saikowski wrote from 
Washington, D.C. 

"As President Nixon grapples urgent
ly for a way out of the Cambodian 
impasse," Saikowski continued, "the 
question arises: Can he convince 
Peking to bring enough pressure to 
bear on its client, Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, to negotiate a settlement 
in that politically confused corner of 
Indo-China?" 

It is widely believed that Peking has 
been the main ammunition supplier 
to the Cambodian rebels. Last week 
Sihanouk charged that ammunition 
supplies had been cut off sinceiJ anuary 
as a result of the big-power detente. 

In San Clemente, July 6, President 
Nixon met with Huang Chen, China's 
special emissary to the United States, 
on the Cambodian situation. It was 
also confirmed by the White House 
that Henry Kissinger would visit 
Peking in early August to discuss 
Cambodia. 

greater than the Prince previously has 
been willing to concede. 

"If directed principally at China, 
there was nothing in Premier Chou's 
speech to indicate Peking is ready to 
comply," Globe and Mail correspon
dent Burns commented. Burns con-

When Kissinger was asked in Los No letup in U.S. bombing, but Sihonouk 
Angeles about Peking's possible role says Peking has cut off supplies for Cam
in a Cambodian cease-fire, he replied, bodian rebels. 
"The public expressions of the Chinese 
leaders have been in the direction of 
peace throughout Indochina." This is 
Kissinger's way of saying that he is 

"The destructive power B-52s un
leashed is totally unnecessary in 
that war," a U.S. bomber pilot 
charged after refusing to fly further 
missions in Cambodia. The pilot, 
Captain Donald Dawson, 26, faces 
possible court-martial. 

Dawson's mother told the New 
York Post, "he could not kill any 
more people for nothing." 

"He's not defending his country," 
she ·said. "He's just over there 
slaughtering people." She explained 
that when Dawson was in the Air 
Force Academy he supported the 
war. "As he's been away from the 
Academy, reading more, I think 
he's begun to feel that we're doing 
something very immoral." 

tinued, "The Chinese leader made no 
mention of arms. . . . 

"Diplomats in Peking considered it 
highly unlikely Peking will agree to 
Mr. Sihanouk's plea since doing so 
would involve a breach of an inter
national accord, and cut the ground 
from China's vigorous condemnation 
of U.S. military interference in Cam
bodia." 

Meanwhile Washington has made it 
clear that it has no intentions of abid
ing by the Aug. 15 congressional 
bombing cutoff date if Pnompenh's 
military situation hasn't improved. 

The new chief of the Pentagon, James 
Schlesinger, told a news conference 
July 6 that it was "quite possible" 
Nixon would seek a bombing exten
sion if the situation continued to deteri
orate. In the same conference, Schles
inger pleaded with the Lon N ol re-
gime to "demonstrate that it had the 

confident Peking will betray the rebel inner strength and discipline to sur
forces by supporting a settlement fa- vive," reported the New York Times, 
vorable to Washington. That is, one July 7. 
allowing a pro-U.S. regime to remain These are odd words considering 
in power in Pnompenh. the Lon N ol regime is so notoriously 

In Peking, Premier Chou En-lai corrupt that it collects millions of 
sought at a banquet with Sihanouk dollars from Washington to support 
to give the impression that China "phantom" units of its army, and that 
would not desert the liberation forces. its sole reason for survival is the 
Chou condemned the continued U.S. murderous daily bombing of the rebel 
bombing of Cambodia. forces by U.S. planes. 

However, Sihanouk spoke at the Further confirmation that Washing
same banquet. Toronto Globe and ton 'is seeking help from Moscow and 
Mail correspondent John Burns report- Peking to arrange a deal came from 
ed: "Prince Norodom Sihanouk has Pnompenh itself. On July 9, In Tam, 
issued an impassioned appeal to third- premier of the Lon Nol government, 
world countries to support his forces declared that Washington had not con
in Cambodia, and in effect, break the suited him nor informed him about 
Paris agreement by supplying arms negotiations. "This is a problem for 
.and ammunition.. . . Khmers to discuss with Khmers," said 

"[Prince] Sihanouk's pledge that his In Tam. 
forces will continue the fight 'even if The U.S. embassy in Phompenh an
there are left for them only the archaic swered with the arrogant statement 
weapons of their ancestors' left many that "it's not enough to just say the 
diplomats with the impression that the Khmers have to work this out them
military arm of the prince's united selves. They have to work it out in 
front government may be facing an a framework established by the great 
arms and ammunition shortage powers and others." 
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In Our Opinion 
Stop the bombing! 
U.S. B-52s and fighter-bombers are pounding Cambodia 
with more than 50,000 tons of explosives per month, the 
highest bombing rate in the history of the war. The destruc
tion caused by these murderous raids is almost unimaginable: 
thousands of people killed or maimed, tens of thousands made 
refugees, the land utterly devastated. 

Without the bombing the Lon Nol dictatorship could not 
survive a day. Even with the bombing it is barely holding 
on to Pnompenh. The responsibility for artificially prolonging· 
the life of this weak and isolated regime, when the potential 
for victory by the revolutionary insurgents is so great, falls 
squarely on the "peaceful coexistence" deals the Moscow and 
Peking bureaucrats have entered into with Nixon. Nixon is 
relying on the pressure they can exert on the rebel forces 
to compromise and allow a continued imperialist foothold 
in Cambodia, just as they came to his rescue to maintain 
the Thieu regime in South Vietnam. 

Not a word of condemnation of the bombing or solidarity 
with the Cambodian revolution was heard from Leonid Brezh
nev as he clowned around the U. S. last month. Instead, he 
signed a joint statement with the U.S. commander-in-chief 
that piously "stressed the need to bring an early end to the 
military conflict in Cambodia .... " 
·Prince Sihanouk, the ousted Cambodian chief of state, con

firmed in a recent interview that the Soviet Union and the 
U. S. were pressuring for a compromise negotiated settlement. 
He also disclosed that Peking had cut off arms deliveries 
to the rebels in January 1973. This treacherous action was 
taken uqder cover of complying with the Paris "peace" ac
cords, which the U.S. and Saigon brazenly violate every 
day! 

The betrayal of the Cambodian rebels lays bare the coun
terrevolutionary core of the "peaceful coexistence" deals: ac
quiescence to brutal imperialist aggression against any strug
gle that disrupts the status quo. 

The blood of Cambodian bombing victims is also on the 
hands of the U. S. congressional "doves," who sanctioned the 
continuation of bombing attacks in return for Nixon's prom
ise to stop by August 15. 

The experience of years of U. S. duplicity in Vietnam proved 
to thousands of antiwar activists that Washington's promises 
to stop its aggression at some later date are worthless. We 
must continue to demand: 

Stop the bombing now! 
U.S. out of Southeast Asia now! 

Kennedy & Wallace 
Ted Kennedy made two key moves recently in his bid for 
the 1976 l)emocratic Party presidential nomination. On July 
4 he paid homage to George Wallace at the annual Audie 
Murphy Patriotism Award Ceremony in Decatur, Ala. And 
on July 10, he brought the Relfs, a Black family from Ala
bama, to testify before his Senate Health Subcommittee hear
ings on forced sterilization. 

Kennedy, who masquerades as a supporter of civil rights 
for Black people and a friend of the working class, told W al
lace- the racist and antilabor governor of Alabama- that 
they both shared "the spirit of America." Kennedy assured 
his Decatur audience that he hadn't come "to lecture" them 
about racial injustice. 

Kennedy, however, in his drive to the White House, needs 
to win support not only from racists like Wallace, but also 
from Black people-who account for about one-fourth of 
the Democratic Party's votes. 

That's why he brought the Relfs to Washington. Their 
daughters, Minnie Lee, 14, and Mary Alice, 12, were ille
gally sterilized by a Montgomery birth-control clinic. Ken
nedy's posturing as a champion of these victims of Alabama 
racism, just a week after praising the overtly racist governor 
of that state, reveals the cynical maneuvering of this front
running contender for the Democratic Party presidential nom
ination. 

This is typical of how the Democratic and Republican par
ties- which are committed to the system of capitalist minority 
rule- have always treated Black people and working people. 
In· order to effectively fight against the racism, inflation, and 
unemployment that are caused by this capitalist system, Black 
people and working people need to break out of the two
party shell game and end their reliance on the Democratic 
Party. Black people need their own party, a party not be
holden to the racists like Wallace. And working people need 
a labor party, based on the trade unions, to defend the rights 
and standard of living of workers against the bosses. 

10 

CP and elections 
As a reader of The Militant and the 
Daily World, I have greatly appreci
ated your recent articles on the Com
munist Party's support for Democrat 
Herman Badillo in the New York 
City Democratic primary. Consider 
ing that the CP has their own can
didate for mayor in NYC your po
litical analysis was helpful in show
ing why they would actually support 
someone like Badillo. 

For the benefit of those who still 
find backhanded support by the CP 
for Democrats hard to believe, I rec
ommend a look at the CP's record 
in a place like Nashville, where the 
politics are not quite so subtle. Last 
fall the CP ran a candidate here 
against Democrat Richard Fulton 
for Congress. But in keeping with 
their tradition, they also ran Randy 
Shannon, a member of the CP, in 
the earlier primary as a Democrat! 

I almost voted for Shannon in the 
hope that he would win the primary 
and be forced to run against the 
other CP candidate in the general 
election. 
B. H. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Worked in the fields 
The articles concerning Cesar Chavez 
and the United Farm Workers Union, 
published in the June 29 issue really 
tells it like it is! During the depres
sion era I worked in the fields of 
California and know the plight of 
these people. They certainly need a 
national union- representing the 
farm workers of this country. I hope 
the UFWU is the answer. 
w.w. 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 

Safer in Peking than Pekin? 
The rulers of the U.S. would like us 
to believe that there still are towns in 
the heartland of this country where 
Richard Nixon can travel without 
being greeted by a demonstration. 
Events in the central Illinois town 
of Pekin on June .15 prove other
wise. 

As Nixon's motorcade whisked 
into town for the dedication of the 
"Congressional Leadership Research 
Center," people in the crowd raised 
signs that read "Resign with honor" 
or "You can't hide from Watergate 
in Pekin." These people, however, 
were subjected to severe harassment 
by Secret Service thugs and local 
cops who wanted this absolutely 
meaningless "dedication" to come off 
as clean as apple pie. 

John Dean recently revealed in the 
Watergate hearings that Haldeman 
had ordered that "any means, legal 
or illegal" be used to make demon
strators invisible when Richard Nixon 
was traveling or appearing some
where. Several people in Pekin can 
testify that those orders have not 
been rescinded. 

A "Stop Bombing Cambodia" ban
ner raised by the Indochina Peace 
Campaign was stepped on by a 
Secret Service agent. One demon
strator was dragged from the crowd, 
roughed up, and detained for several 
hours by Pekin cops for carrying an 
"Impeach Nixon" sign (they claimed 
it constituted a dangerous weapon). 

In spite of the severe attacks on 
civil rights in Pekin, the events that 
day prove that there are few places 
in the world that Richard Nixon 
can travel to for some phony cere-

Letters 
monial hoopla without being greeted 
by angry demonstrators. 

In fact, it seems that the only places 
Nixon can go without protest are 
Moscow and Peking! 
Norton Sandler 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Impact of women's struggle 
In the latest issue of Inland Printer, 
a printing trades journal, there are 
a couple items that show the impact 
of the women's liberation movement. 

One item, titled "Power of Women's 
Lib," tells about 60 members of a 
new organization called Housewives 
of Pressmen Erupt (HOPE) who 
demonstrated at a printing plant to 
protest the fact that their husbands 
have received no raises since 1970. 

Another item reported on an ad 
in the Quebec French-language daily 
Le Soleil. The ad shows a woman's 
newsprint-brassiered tor~o with the 
headline "Put Your Product in News
paper- This Newspaper." The ad 
was protested by the director of the 
Women's Bureau of the Canadian 
Department of Labor as the product 
of a "slick advertising firm· with a 
perverted sense of humor." 

A few years ago you would never 
have seen these types of items in the 
trade journals. 
A. H. 
New York, N. Y. 

Every I ittl e bit 
Enclosed please find contribution for 
The Militant of $2. I regret I cannot 
contribute a greater amount, but 
please understand that the job situa
tion is so atrocious here in Ann 
Arbor that the only job I could 
harness was one paying only $1.65 
an hour, and only 20 hours a week. 

I enjoy receiving The Militant and 
look forward to the day when work
ers shall control collectively the 
means of production. Although small, 
I hope my enclosed contribution is 
accepted with the same appreciative
ness of a larger contribution from a 
person who may be able to afford 
it. 
T.G. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Fuel shortage a fake 
At a time when the oil companies 
are claiming a fuel shortage, an 
incident occurred at the Arco refinery 
where I work that shows the real 
underlying cause and motivation for 
this "shortage." I haven't talked to a 
single worker who believes the lies 
of the oil companies about the fuel 
shortage; we operate the refineries 
and know the companies too well 
to believe what they say. 

An older Black worker went to the 
company first-aid station complain
ing of chest pains and excessive 
sweating. The doctor realized that 
he was having a heart attack. Did 
the doctor have any concern abQut 
this worker's health, or administer 
first- aid, or even call an ambulance? 
Nope. He told him to get off com
pany property as fast as possible, 
and the worker drove himself to the 
hospital. 

Fortunately, the man lived; but 
certainly no thanks to the company, 
which is more concerned with pro
tecting its own interests and liabilities 
than in sl;J.owing even a minimal 
concern for the people they exploit. 



The viciousness of this incident 
shows that the only thing that will 
fundamentally change our situation 
is to nationalize the oil industry 
under workers control And let me 
be the first to nominate Arco for 
such a step. 
An Area worker 
Houston, Texas 

Sit-down strike 
I am writing concerning a recent 
sit-down strike at the Southern Ohio 
Correctional Facility at Lucasville, 
Ohio. At the present time about 700 
brothers are locked in their cells 24 
hours a day for refusing to work 
during the strike. There is a law 
stating that prisoners do not have 
to work unless they choose to. 

Our strike was a peaceful sit-down, 
'and there was no violence whatever. 
Some officials have stated that this 
mass lockup was the worst move 
they had ever seen. 

Also, I might add there are only 
200 jobs in the prison here and ap
proximately 1,100 inmates. So we 
are being punished for refusing to 
go to nonexistent jobs when it isn't 
even mandatory for convicts to work 
in the first place! 
A prisoner 
Lucasville, Ohio 

Democrat Bobby Seale 
On June 21, a banquet at the Nik
kole International Club in Oakland 
celebrated the official dissolving of 
the Bobby Seale-Elaine Brown elec
tion campaign committee, and the 
launching of the "New Oakland Demo
cratic Organizing Committee." 

Seale and Brown, two nationally 
prominent leaders of the Black Pan
ther Party, ran for mayor and city 
council, respectively, in the Oakland 
municipal elections last April 17. 
Both candidates ran as Democrats 
in the "nonpartisan" election. 

The purpose of the New Oakland 
Democratic Organizing Committee is, 
according to Seale, to "run progres
sive people's candidates in upcoming 
city elections, and work to imple
ment the basic platform of our last 
Mayoral campaign." Herman Smith 
(t~e former Seale-Brown campaign 
manager) and Elaine Brown were 
identified by the Black Panther news
paper as leading officers of the new 
organization. 
Rick Congress 
Oakland, Calif 

Needs The Militant 
Enclosed is my new address. 

I need The Militant badly. It is the 
only way I can remain informed on 
the worldwide struggle of the op
pressed against their capitalistic ex
ploiters- especially since I know of 
no socialists near my home. 
D.M. 
West Seneca, N. Y. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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i La Raza en AcciOn! 
Miguel 

Tenacity Of Farah workers 
Since May 10, 1972, about 2,000 workers, mostly 
Chicanos, have been on strike against the Farah Man
ufacturing Company in El Paso and San Antonio, 
Texas. Farah is one of the world's biggest makers 
of slacks, yet they stubbornly refuse to pay their em
ployees a living wage. 

When the Farah workers decided they wanted to 
join the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union (AC
WU), the company responded with firings, threats, 
and intimidation. 

It has been rough going for the strikers. They were 
poor to start with, and they have been subsisting on 
$30-a-week strike benefits for more than a year. 

However, in spite of the hardships, the strikers are 
hanging tough. They are determined to win their 
union. This is the picture that emerges from a number 
of interviews with strikers that appeared in the June 
16 New York Times. 

One of the strikers, Benjamin Robles, is now four 
months behind on the mortgage payments for his 
modest house. The state may soon cut off his food 
stamps too. But he says one of the worst things 
about the strike "is that I have to say no when my 
daughter asks me for a dime to buy a rubber ball." 

"If we need to strike another year, we can hang 
on," said Robles. "I know we can win. I have it in 
my heart." 

"A year is a long time and sometimes it is discour
aging," said Jose Urquizo. "But we will win. I know 
we will. It's not just Farah we are fighting," he went 
on. "There are a lot of F arahs in the Southwest
businessmen who think they can treat Chicano work
ers any way they want." 

Urquizo's wife, mother, three sisters-in-law, and two 
cousins are also on strike. "It is hardest on my child
ren," he says. "When they ask me to buy them toys 

I can only tell them, 'Look, my son, Farah doesn't 
want to give me more pennies.'" 

Another striker, Alice Saenz, was supporting her 
husband and three children on $53 a week when the 
strike was called, but she walked out anyway. 

"The main reason we need a union is for job se
curity," she said. "We could get fired for any reason. 
We didn't have a right to say anything in the plant. 
When a union organizer gave me a card to read, 
my supervisor said, 'You'd better throw it away or 
you 'II be fired."' 

Roberto and Gloria Sagaribay worked at Farah be
fore the strike. They have two children and were 
deeply in debt. Unable to pay the rent, they were soon 
evicted from their house. 

"Last month they wanted to come and take our fur
niture because we could not keep up the payments," 
said Mr. Sagaribay. "It is hard living like this, but we 
will stick to it. We want to better ourselves so we can 
make things better for our kids." 

Their tenacity apparently even surprised some union 
officials. For example, an ACWU official in New York 
is quoted as saying, "When the word came in that 
they were walking out of the San Antonio plant, 
we were astonished. We figured it would last two 
or three days and then they would quietly go back."· 

In reality, the opposite has been true. When Chi
canos have wanted to form a union, they have had 
to fight twice as hard as Anglo workers. Just look 
at how long the Chicano farm workers have been 
struggling to get the union of their choice, the United 
Farm Workers, recognized. 

But these workers are also doubly motivated. They 
are resisting their exploitation as workers and their 
oppression as Chicanos. This is the source of their 
extraordinary courage and self-sacrifice. 

National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

Escape from poverty? 
Government statistics provide useful information on 
the extent of poverty and the declining standard of 
living in this country. But the conclusions of gov
ernment reports often cover up the real situation. 

The Labor Department reported July 6 that un
employment declined in June to 4.3 million, a de
crease of 100,000 from the April and May levels. 
But the same report also revealed that "discouraged 
workers"- those who want jobs but have given up 
reporting to the U.S. Employment Service because 
there are no jobs for them- increased to 789,000 
for the April-June quarter. 

More than half of these "discouraged workers" are 
women, and about three-fifths are Black. 

The widely reported "decline in unemployment" re
lates only to the itumber of workers registered at 
government employment agencies. It does not tell 
how many are in fact unemployed or if there are 
more now than three months ago. 

An even more misleading distortion of facts re
lates to the millions who live in poverty. The U.S. 
Census Bureau's low-income report, released July 4, 
purports to show that a million people rose from 
the depths of poverty in 1972. 

In these times of inflation and high unemployment, 
how is it possible for any of the 24.5 million who 
live below the poverty level to improve their standard 
of living? 

The poverty level in 1972 was set by government 
statisticians at $4,275 a year for a nonfarm family 
of four. This figure is adjusted from year to year 
to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index. 

The story put out by the Census Bureau is useful 
to apologists for capitalism. It bolsters their con
tention that every day in every way even the poor 
are living better and better. They operate as if it 
were possible to fool people into thinking themselves 
well off when they are not, trusting no one reads 
the full report. 

Some facts in the Census Bureau report were that 
the number of low-income whites declined by about 
9 percent in 1972, from 17.8 million to 16.2 mil
lion, and that nearly one-third of them were people 
over 65 years of age who benefited from a Social 
Security increase of 10 pe~cent in 1972. 

The report does not show, of couse, that the sur
vivors among those who received increase Social 
Security benefits last year are today worse off, not 
better. The fact is that their benefits have been wiped 
out by the advance in food prices. 

Last January, Social Security benefits were in
creased another 20 percent, still insufficient to off
set rising prices. 

The added cost of this Social Security increase 
is $7-billion, half of it to be passed on to workers 
in the form of payroll deductions. This means a 
drastic reduction in take-home pay for low- and 
middle-income workers. For workers with a gross 
pay of $12,000 (considerably above average), the 
1972 Social Security tax of $468 will increase to 
$631.80 this year, a 35 percent jump. Next year 
it will go up again to $702, 50 percent above tlie 
1972 deduction. 

The constantly increasing burden of taxes con
tributes to the decline in the living standard of all 
workers. 

The U.S. Labor Department announced on June 
25 its updated 1·972 urban family budgets. The "lower 
bu,dget" required is $7,386 a year. It is for a family 
of four with one full-time worker. This budget, says 
the report, does not "represent a minimum or sub
sistance level of living." Nor does it include any 
frills. However, it is 73 percent over the $4,275 
poverty level. 

So those climbing but of the depths of poverty 
have a long way to go before reaching what is of
ficially considered a barely adequate standard of 
living. Meanwhile, Nixon continues to spend billions 
for war- money that could go for social welfare. 
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The Great Society 
Harry Ring 

' Might consider it a refuge- That 
mock P,OW camp slated for the Air 
Force Academy in Colorado will be 
surrounded by a steel chainlink fence 
topped with barbed wire, an official 
explained, "more to keep people out 
than to keep people in." Meanwhile, 
it was erroneously reported that 14 
cadets committed- suicide at the 
Academy in 1970. The 14 simply at
tempted suicide. Only five succeeded. 

sists that nothing has ever been used 
for human consumption." 

asked the 'house mother' of a Man
hattan ashram as she was serving up 
our health food lunch. 'Oh no,' she 
laughed gently, 'We all serve the Guru 
Maharaj Ji.'" -July Ramparts. 

The recyclers- New York's Sanitation 
Dept. pays Harrison By-Products to 
take away the frozen bodies of dogs 
and cats killed by the SPCA The com
pany grinds them up for dog food, 
fertilizer and tallow for candles and 
soap. "Most people think we bury 
them with pink'·ribbons or something," 
a sanitation spokesman said. "They 
don't want to hear their dog ends up 
as a candle." The Staten Island Ad
vance reports that Harrison By-Prod
ucts, once owned bya Swift & Co., "in-

Making do- British imperialism may 
lament its shrinking share of the world 
market, but it has a no-nonsense ap
proach to sales at home. Candy stores 
in England are selling children 
Shandy, a lemonade including 2 per
cent beer. The British Council on Al
coholism says it leaves some of the 
kiddies thirsting for something with 
more kick. 

Some serve a little more-" In the Guru 
Maharaj Ji's ashrams there is a 'house 
mother' who cooks, washes up, irons 
clothes and serves the food. The 
heavies are, of course, all men. Ac
cording to (Rennie) Davis, conscious
ness of sex roles is still, regrettably, 
low among the Guru Maharaj Ji's 
devotees. . . . But in any case it 
doesn't matter. 'Are you oppressed 
as a woman in the ashram?' Davis 

Perfect Disciple-" . . . Rennie's ad
miration for the Perfect Master . . . 
knows no bounds .... With such faith, 
he has no difficulty explaining what 
might appear as a blatant contradic
tion; if not .an outright hypocrisy. The 
Guru Maharaj Ji . . . has a marked 
weakness for expensive cars, motor
cycles, and airplanes .... 'Last time,' 
Rennie explains, 'the Perfect Master 
came, He was dressed in rags and 
nobody believed him. This time He's 
come back as a king and said 'Pow
dig this, I'm here everybody and you 
can't miss me this time.' Besides, the 
material things He has are all just 
toys that He uses to make people 
realize how ludicrous money is.'"
Ramparts. 

Women In Revolt 
Linda Jenness;i~~;.::: 

End forced sterilization! 
The $1-million suit filed on behalf of the Relf 
sisters in Alabama has brought the practice of 
sterilization to national attention for the first time. 
Sections of the Black liberation and feminist move
ments have been raising the issue for years. 

Investigations as a result of the suit have revealed 
that at least 11 other women have been invol
untarily sterilized by the same agency. And that's 
only the tip of the iceberg. Even though statistics 
on forced sterilization are hard to come by, enough 
is known to prove that forced sterilization, partic
ularly in the Black community; is widespread. 

For instance, a survey in 1968 of 500 hospitals 
showed that more than half of them sometimes 
insist on sterilization as a condition for approving 
an abortion request. 

The so-called right-to-life forces have dema
gogically used the argument that legalizing abor
tion would lead to "other things." They raise the 
specter ·of euthanasia, infanticide, and forced steril
ization. But where are they now? I don't see them 
out defending the Relf family or condemning the 

racist practices of the Office of Econom"ic Op
portunity. And Nixon's belief in the "sanctity of 
life" apparently doesn't extend to the Relf sisters' 
right to have children if they choose. 

The truth of the matter is that the right to abor
tion and an end to forced "sterilization are opposite 
sides of the same coin- they both involve a 
woman's right to control her own body. That's 
why the feminist in the abortion rights movement 
have raised the two demands simultaneously. 

The Women's National Abortion Action Coali
tion (WONAAC) explained in a position paper 
presented in 1972: "Just as we have opposed forced 
motherhood, we have also opposed any attempt 
to limit the pumber of children a woman has 
through forced sterilization. 

"This has been one of the things that has dif
ferentiated WONAAC from other groups. We have 
made it clear that for us abortion is not a popula
tion issue, but an issue involving the fundamental 
rights of wom.en. We see both forced motherhood 

By Any Means Necessary 

._W..,.~N' -"*'"<
"' .. ""~ ' ' 

and forced sterilization as serious crimes against 
women." 

The issues here are very clear. They are viola
tio~ of a woman's right to control her own body 
and open, blatant racism. 

The forced sterilization programs iri Black com
munities are promoted by racists who claim that 
sterilization would "alleviate the welfare problem." 

When State Representative Richard Friske ( R
Mich.) proposed a population control plan last 
year, he made it pretty clear what he was talking 
about. "There is a need for curbing the growth 
of the drone population that weakens our society," 
Friske said. "The danger today is that educated, 
propertied Americans will limit their families, while 
the ignorant, dependent elements will multiply." 

The women's liberation movement and Black 
organizations should join together in support of 
the Relf family. What is needed i~ a vigorous de
nunciation of these practices and a loud outcry: 
"End Forced Sterilization Now." 

Baxter Smith 

1898: The battle for Wilmington, N.C. 
This is the second of two articles tracing the his
tory of racist violence in Wilmington, N.C. 

The surrender of the Confederacy in April 1865, 
ending the Civil War, was a deep blow to the 
status quo in Wilmington. 

In February 1865, hoping to avoid imminent 
defeat, the Confederate army began recruiting 
slaves to fill certain 'tasks. General Robert E. Lee 
promised them freedom if they fought against the 
Yankees. Nevertheless, Wilmington fell later that 
month to a 6,500-man Union army, of which 
some 2,000 were Black. Many of these Black sol
diers, both from the North and the South, took 
up residence in Wilmington after the war. 

These Blacks, combined with the many ex-slaves 
in the area who were freed following ·the war, 
gave Wilmington a majority Black population for 
an extended period after the war. 

This situation, combined with the influx of many 
Northerners, had a major impact on race relations 
in the city. It marked the breakup of the old 
"Southern aristocracy" in Wilmington. 

Many of these Northerners were Radical Repub
licans who wanted to break up the plantation 
South and establish some semblance of equal treat
ment for Blacks. 
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During these early years of Reconstruction, the 
Ku Klux Klan made its first appearence in North 
Carolina in Wilmington, where it tried to halt the 
growing political power of Blacks. But as early 
as 1866, Blacks were elected to municipal offices 
and played a major role in the city government. 

From 1867 to 1871, Wilmington elected anum
ber of Black representatives to the State General 
Assembly. In July 1868, North Carolina was re
admitted into the Union, and Black and white 
Republicans won control of the county govern
ment. 

In 18'70, six years before the Hayes-Tilden com
promise that marked the end of Reconstruction, 
the balance of power in Wilmington began to swing 
in the opposite direction. North Carolina Demo
crats became notorious for their opposition to 
Black representation, earning themselves the rep
utation as the "slavemaster's party." But then the 
Republicans had never supported independent 
Black political power either. 

Today, of course, both of these capitalist parties 
are quick- to show they've never deviated from this 
"slavemaster" treatment of Blacks. 

The Democrats held control of Wilmington from 
1870 to 1890; but in 1890 Blacks made a po- ·· 
litical resurgence through the Republican Party. 

They again won control of the city government. 
Blacks composed a majority of the county mag
istrates and sat on the Board of Aldermen, which 
administered the police and fire departments. 

White racist Democrats became disturbed again 
over the fact of Black representation in Wilming
ton. On November 9, 1898, they made their move. 

November 8, 1898, was election day in the state 
and Democrats regained control of the General 
Assembly. This victory emboldened local racists 
to attempt to reshuffle city affairs and put an 
end to Black representation. The next morning 
a thousand of them met at the courthouse. They 
were ready for trouble and pointed to a series 
of articles about the election,s in a Black news
paper as an excuse to take action. 

They ordered the editor to cease publication 
and be out of town in 24 hours. When there was 
no reply the next morning, they marched on the 
newspaper building. A group of armed Blacks 
had gathered to defend it. In the pitched battle 
that followed, the Blacks were brutally crushed. 

This episode signaled the end of Black repre
sentation in Wilmington. But as the recent Chavis
Hicks frame-up trial shows, the struggle continues·. 
Wilmington Blacks are still fighting to regain those 
rights they won some 100 years ago. 
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ParliamentarY- illusions still strong 

The elections in Northern Ireland 
"The results of the election for a 

new Northern Ireland Assembly pro
vide modest hopes for moving the 
bitterly divided province toward work
able government and peace," the New 
York Times wrote in a July 2 ed
itorial on the elections for the new 
local assembly in Northern Ireland. 
What inspired these "modest hopes" 
on the part of this organ of Amer
ican imperialism was the relative suc
cess of the "moderate" bourgeois par
ties in the .June 28 vote in the British 
imperialist enclave of Northern Ire
land. "Altogether, the political forces 
willing to bury old differences and 
share power on a proportional basis 
across sectarian lines will control 
more than two-thirds of the seats in 
the 78-member Assembly." 

The official Unionists, the section 
of the traditional proimperialist party 
that continues to operate more or less 
within the mainstream of British Tory 
politics, won 25 seats. 

The alliance of demagogic reaction
aries led by the Belfast government's 
former minister of the interior William 
Craig and the Bible-pounding preach
er Ian Paisley won 18 seats. Both 
reactionary leaders favor more des
perate and risky means of preserving 
the Protestant proimperialist ascen
dancy than the official party, but at 
present they advance different tactics. 
Craig threatens the British govern
ment with a Rhqjjesian-type declara
tion of independence if it continues 
to make concessions to the Catholics 
at the expense of the Protestant as
cendancy. Paisley on the other hand 
sees the best way of maintaining the 
Protestant caste as total integration 
into Britain. 

In addition to the official Unionists 
and the extremist bloc, seven inde
pendent Unionists were elected. 

The Social Democratic and Labour 
party, an amalgamation of the old 
antipartitionist parties, including some 
modern Catholic bourgeois figures 
who won their reputations in the civil
rights movement, swept the national
ist vote, winning 19 seats. The North
ern Ireland Labour party won one 
seat. The liberal Unionists of the Al
liance party won eight. 

The SDLP's share of the popular 
vote was 23% as against a total of 
62% for all the right-wing Unionists. 
. The Catholic, or nationalist, commu
nity represents somewhat more than 
a third of the Northern Irish pop
ulation but has a higher percentage 
of youth under voting age. 

Nonetheless, the vote totals indicate 
that the Alliance party, which was 

created as an instrument for recon
ciling the Catholic and Protestant 
bourgeoisie within the framework of 
"modern Unionism," won the major
ity of its votes from Catholics. 

Public opinion polls over the last 
few years have indicated that a sec
tion of the Catholic population was 
looking toward 'a solution to com
munal strife within the framework of 
union with Britain. This is the in
evitable result of the pressure of im
perialism and the powerful Protestant 
community on the nationalist minor
ity and its weak, capitulationist bour-

to surrender to Unionism. The main · 
prospects for leading the nationalist 
community into a reconciliation with 
British rule thus lie in a slow, careful 
sellout by the SDLP. The New York 
Times editorial put it in these terms: 

"Everything now depends on the 
ability of the official Unionists and 
the S. D. L. P. to surmount traditional 
suspicions and collaborate on the 12-
member Executive Council that w,ill 
be organized from the Assembly to 
govern the province under British su
pervision. Though it won only eight 
seats, the interdenominational Alliance 

The other side of British attempts to stabilize Northern Ireland through the elections 
is the continued use of repression. 

geoiSie. Pressures for "reconciliation" 
are weaker in the dominant commu
nity. 

The fact that the overwhelming ma
jority of the Catholic community voted 
for the SDLP, which although a bour
geois party is identified with rejection 
of the partition, indicates that the na
tionalist-minded people are not ready 

party will make its own positive con
tribution to the coalition as well as 
help to build bridges between the two 
large sectarian forces." 

However, if the election results did 
not show that the nationalist commu
nity is quite ready for "peace at any 
price," they did indicate that the mil
itant anti-imperialists have become 
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isolated from the large majority of 
the oppressed population. 

"What the election demonstrates 
above all is the overwhelming desire 
of a vast majority in Northern Ire
land for an end to violence," the New 
York Times editorial said. "The turn
out was an impressive 72 per cent. 
The drive of the militant I. R. A. Pro
visionals to get Catholics to spoil their 
ballots failed spectacularly. The Of
ficial I. R. A. entered 10 candidates 
and failed to elect a single one of 
them." 

A large poll was favored by the 
new proportional representation sys
tem that encouraged Catholics to vote 
in Protestant areas where heretofore, 
being in such a small minority, they 
would not have bothered. However, 
the vote does indicate that the struggle 
in the North is in a defensive phase 
and that the overwhelming majority 
of the oppressed population are look
ing, at least for the moment, toward 
parliamentary solutions. 

For example, the bourgeois polit
ical leadership of the nationalist com
munity, which had been severely shak
en by the rise of the civil-rights move
ment and had come within inches of 
being irreparably thrown off balance 
by the crisis that flared in the summer 
of 1971 and reached its culmination 
in January-February 1972, has re
consolidated itself in a renovated 
Catholic communalist party. 

In this context, the Officials' deci
sion to run candidates seems to have 
been proved correct. Running revo
lutionary candidates in bourgeois elec
tions offers the opportunity to educate 
and consolidate a body of activists 
and train them in the methods of 
reaching out to entire communities. 
In particular, their participating in the 
Northern Ireland elections will make 
repression of the Officials more dif
ficult for the regime, which needs in 
this stage to hold out the prospect 
of greater political democracy to the 
oppressed community. 

The 2 percent of the popular vote 
reportedly won by the Official can
didates reflects the fact that the "Marx
ist IRA" does not as yet have a mass 
political following among any major 
section of the Irish population. The 
strong presence of the Officials in a 
few scattered neighborhoods, as well 
as the historic reputation of the IRA, 
has tended to obscure this reality. 

The Official republican movement 
is essentially a small, left, propagan
da party. The extent that it will be 
able to consolidate gains from its elec
toral campaigns depends on its as
sessing its real position very clearly. 

In any case, the three electoral cam
paigns run by the Officials in this 
spring and early summer represent 
an important attempt by an expe
rienced cadre of revolutionary-minded 
activists to build an effective political 
leadership for the anti-imperialist 
struggle in Ireland. D 



World Outlook 

Denmark 

20,000 march against NATO 
Copenhagen 

While the Danish government was 
hosting the Council of Ministers of 
NATO, which held its semiannual 
meeting here June 14-15, thirty-four 
organizations ·that had formed a 
United Committee Against NATO 
staged a counterconference. 

The conference was organized un
der the slogan "Fight NATO-a Tool 
for Imperialism." It included speeches 
by a long list of persons from NATO 
countries, as well as representatives 
of Mrican liberation movements, who 
presented information exposing the 
undemocratic and militaristic designs 
of NATO. The many presentations 
were intended to offset the words of 
praise for NATO that emanated from 
the ministers' meeting, where repre
sentatives from the worst dictator
ships sat side by side and where the 
concerns of the masses were not on 
the agenda. 

Daniel Saul Bonze, representing 
FRELIMO [Frente de Liberta<;ao de 
Mo<;ambique- Mozambique Liber
ation Front], called for support to the 
continuing struggle against Portugal. 

Although NATO supplies to Portugal 
are officially supposed to be used only 
in Europe, for lack of a war in Europe 
they are used in Africa. "In our day
to-day struggle," said Bonze, "we have 
taken weapons that were not produced 
in Portugal." 

The head of the Icelandic People's 
Alliance, Thor Vigfusson, said that 
the probability that the Americans and 
NATO will have to get out of Iceland 
is greater now than ever before. ''With 
the cod war, even the Conservatives 
have had their eyes opened up to 
the iron grip the Americans have on 
Iceland," he noted. 

The counterconference concluded 
with a militant an ti-NA TO demonstra
tion of 15,000 to 20,000 persons, who 
wound through the streets of Copen
hagen, chanting "Denmark Out 
of NATO!" The march ended up at 
Bella-Centret, where the NATO minis
ters, protected by a thousand police
men, were holding their meeting. None 
of the demonstrators let themselves 
be provoked by the police, and the 
bourgeois press's dire predictions of 
splits among the participating groups 

were exposed. The more than thirty 
groups that took part rebuffed all ru
mors about splits and made the dem
onstration into a strong and disci
plined show of opposition to NATO. 

The Danish speakers at the dem
onstration were Erik Sigsgaard of the 
Left Socialists, Gert Petersen of the 
Socialist People's party, union leader 
Vagn Damgaard, Hans Paulistrom 
from the Faroe Islands,· and Niels 
Enevoldsen of the Social Democratic 
Youth. Enevoldsen provided proof 
that NATO materiel is used in the Por
tuguese colonies. "It is claimed that 
NATO weapons are not used in Af
rica; yet I have proof here that, 
among other things, deliveries of 
planes from West Germany to Por
tugal are being made," he said, hold-

. ing up a piece of a plane shot down 
in March by the liberation movement 
in Guinea-Bissau. The piece of wreck
age, which has both West German 
and French production markings on 
it, is to be turned over to Danish 
Foreign Minister K. B. Andersen. 

Foreign speakers were Statis Rigas, 
of the Greek antidictatorship commit-
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tee; Mario Fernandez, a Portuguesede
serter living in Denmark; Bob Purdie, 
a leading member of the Anti-Intern
ment League, the British Irish soli
darity organization and a member 
of the International Marxist Group, 
British section of the Fourth Inter
national; and Vigfusson. 

"This spring we were attacked," Vig
fusson said. "Who is it that is attack
ing us? It is our NATO ally Great 
Britain. But don't we have NATO 

United Committee Against NATO button 
says, 'Fight NATO-A Tool for Imperial
ism.' 

troops in Iceland to defend us? Sure, 
but the American troops are not lift
ing a finger. Therefore, I ask, what 
should we do with the American ar
my?" To thunderous applause, Vig
fusson added: "Get them out!" 0 

Signs of a Mao-Marcos detente in the Philippines 
Manila 

In February 1972, just prior to 
Nixon's China trip, President Marcos 
dispatched his brother-in-law, Kokoy 
Romualdez, to Peking. The emissary 
met privately with Chou En-lai and 
returned to the Philippines in a shroud 
of silence that was assumed to have 
meant a rebuff by Peking. 

Marcos, who has since installed him
self as dictator, has now given the 
first public account of the Romualdez 
mission, including the report that "Pe
king admitted that certain 'Lin Piao 
elements' were training cadre for Phil
ippine rebel movements." But Marcos 
added he was "satisfied with Prime 
Minister Chou En-lai's assurances 
that this would not continue." (Phil
ippines Sunday Express, May 27, 
1973.) 

If Marcos is telling the truth, the 
implications are plain. If Chou was 
willing to repudiate the token training 
of a few Filipino radicals even be
fore the Nixon visit, how far will the 
Chinese bureaucrats be willing to go 
now that the Nixon-Mao detente has 
been sealed and now that there are 
prospects of new trade deals with the 
U.S.'s far eastern banana republic? 

Will the Philippine New People's Ar
my (NPA), .which in early 1971 
named its guerrilla training site after 
Lin Piao, be dismissed as ultraleft 
and adventurist? Will pressure be ap
plied to the NPA not to embarrass 
the bureaucrats in their accommoda
tion with Marcos? Mter Peking's be
trayal of the, Vietnamese in the face 
of Nixon's murderous onslaught, the 
Philippine struggle must seem small 
potatoes. 

Three points indicate that Marcos 
is not distorting Chou's words. 

First, refusal to support revolution
ary struggles in Ceylon, Bangladesh, 
etc., has been a conspicuous part of 
Chinese foreign policy since the be
ginning of 1971. 

Second, the announcement by Mar
cos of Chou's "assurances" coincides 
with the approval of two large ex
port sales to China: over 9 million 
pesos worth of coconut oil and 14 
million pesos worth of buri fiber, the 
latter being the largest single trans
action ever recorded in that commod
ity. 

Third, the announcement represents 
a retreat for Marcos from his pre
vious verbal intransigence toward Pe
king. It amounts to a reversal of pre
vious hostile statements indicating 

Exxon helps Portugal in Guinea-Bissau 
Opponents of U. S. complicity with 

Portuguese colonialism have launched 
a nationwide boycott against Gulf Oil. 
This boycott has centered on the fact 
that Gulfs operations in Cabinda Prov
ince in Angola are used to supply and 
to finance the Portuguese colonial war 
in Angola. 

The May 28-June 10 issueofAjrique
Asie- an Afro-Asian magazine pub
lished in Paris- carries reports of a 
similar deal, this time between Exxon 
and the Portuguese in Guinea-Bissau. 
Guinea-Bissau is a small West African 
colony of Portugal where the liberation 

struggle launched in the mid-1960s 
by the PAIGC (Partido Mricano da 
Independimcia da Guine e Cabo Verde 

·-African Party for the Independence 
of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands) 
has succeeded . in freeing more than 
two-thirds of the country. 

Aquino de Braganc;a reports in Af
rique-Asie that "the Portuguese govern
ment has just concluded a new agree
ment with Exxon Corporation (form
erly Standard Oil of New Jersey) that 
gives the American 'giant' the exclu
sive exploration rights in Guinea-Bis
sau." 

De Bragan<;a reports that the ac
cord renewed and extended a conces
sion granted to the Rockefeller-owned 
trust in 1958. Under this accord, Ex
xon is granted rights to the whole of 
Guinea-Bissau. This means, as de Bra
gan<;a points out, "the small part of 
the territory still occupied by the Por
tuguese and the two-thirds of the coun
try liberated by the PAIGC." 

Like Gulf's agreement in Angola, 
Exxon's agreement in Guinea-Bissau 
includes payment of a huge subsidy 
to the Portuguese government. This 
money will help finance the Portuguese 

China as the source of foreign sup
port for Philippine radicals. 

In the text of his martial-law proc
lamation on September 21, 1972, 
Marcos gave primary emphasis to "el
ements ... enjoying the active moral 
and material support of a foreign 
power . . . and whose .. > precepts 
are based on the Marxist-Leninist
Maoist teachings and beliefs" as the 
reason he was taking over as dic
tator. 

Now, Marcos concedes that seven 
months previously he was already 
"satisfied" with Chou's "assurances" 
that such support had been discon
tinued. The willingness to abandon 
the main propaganda justification for 
martial law indicates that Marcos ex
pects a ripening friendship with the 
Chinese leaders. 0 

war against PAIGC, and incidentally, 
help to protect Exxon's potential oil 
operations. Starting with the signing 
of the contract, Exxon will turn over 
$240,000 each year as a base fee to 
the colonial administration. 

Another colonial agency is to re
ceive roughly $50,000 a year. Exxon 
will also turn over between $14 and 
$60 per square kilometer explored, 
a tax of 12.5 percent on production, 
and "50 percent of the profits realized" 
to the Portuguese colonialists. 

It would not be surprising if Ex
xon were to follow Gulf's example 
and provide "voluntary" funds to help 
Portugal's "security forces" fight the 
Guinean people. This deal is yet an
other example of the complicity of 
U. S. imperialism with colonialism in 
Africa. 0 



World news notes 
Prison rebellions sweep Argentina 

Since President Hector Campora took office May 25, Argentina 
has. been swept by at least eleven prison riots. The rebellions, by 
common prisoners, have raised a number of demands, among 
them the removal of officials, commutation of sentences, release 
from prison, improvements in prison food, relaxation of discipline 
inside the prisons. 

The government decided in mid.June to commute the sentences 
of common prisoners in an effort to quell the rebellions. As a result, 
some 800 prisoners have reportedly been freed. The prison rebel
lions, however, have not subsided. 

United Press International reported, in a dispatch published in 
the July 5 issue of the New York Spanish-language daily El Dairio
La Prensa, that the fourth new rebellion. within twenty-four hours 
had broken out. 

The rebellions have affected prisons not only in the capital, but 
in other cities as well, among them Rosario, Santa Rosa, and Salta. 
"The demands of the prisoners throughout the entire country," re
ported UPI, "include measures that will tend to alleviate their situa
tion, mainly as regards trial procedures and various improvements 
in prison conditions." The prisoners are also demanding that the 
commutation of sentences be implemented. 

On June 29, prisoners in Villa Devoto Prison in Buenos Aires 
went on a hunger strike, demanding ratification of a special law 
releasing prisoners. Some threatened to set fire to themselves if 
their demand was not met. 

"The atmosphere of tension grew sh&rper last night," reported 
the July 4 issue of the Buenos Aires daily La Opinion, "especially 
among the groups of relatives that have taken to standing around 
in the vicinity of the Villa Devoto Prison." 

A number of prisoners had to be hospitalized as a result of the 
hunger strike. 

In Santa Rosa, in La Pampa Province, where prisoners are de
manding the immediate removal of prison officials, six guards 
were taken hostage. "The conflict was going peacefully as this edition 
went to press," La Opinion said. "The governor of La Pampa, 
Aquiles Regazzoli, ordered the release of eighteen prisoners whose 
terms of confinement allowed them to leave the prison. The prisoners, 
for their part, sent the authorities a list of other inmates whom they 
wanted to see freed." 

By July 5, Argentine authorities had decided to crack down. Ac
cording to a UPI report in the July 6 El Diario, "two prisoners 
died and dozens of others were wounded and injured" during the 
respression. Officials said that the two dead men were inmates in 
a neuropsychiatric hospital who drank ethyl alcohol they had ob
tained during the riot there. 

Japanese cabinet sets 'soothing example' 
On June 24, the Japanese Health Ministry announced sharply 

restricted limits for safe consumption of seafood. Since then, Japan's 
fishing industry- the second largest in the world after Peru's- has 
been in an uproar, and sales of fish have declined drastically. 

The government action came as a result of new discoveries of 
cadmium, arsenic, copper, mercury, and polychlorinated biphenyl 
contamination of fish. Pollution-caused diseases have resulted in 
about 300 deaths and another 9,000 serious illnesses, according 
to official statistics. 

The pollution comes from industrial waste dumped into the ocean 
by Japanese companies. Three major chemical companies have 
been ordered to pay a total of nearly $5 million to 733 victims of 
water pollution. In the most publicized case, the Chisso Corporation 
was forced last March, after 17 years of litigation, to pay about 
$3.6 million to victims of mercury poisoning. The total number of 
people known to have been poisoned is 428, including 69 who died. 

On July 7, fishermen dumped five tons of fresh sardines in front 
of the main gate of the Chisso complex in Minamata. The action 
was organized to protest the company's failure to reply to the fisher
man's demand for $5.2 million compensation for losses caused by 
mercury contamination of fish. 

The Minamata demonstration followed a 1,500-boat blockade of 
Mizushima harbor June 26, which forced four chemical companies 
there to suspend operations until they agree with fishermen on com
pensation and safeguards. A similar action was held at the port of 
Omuta, which was picketed by 100 boats. 

In the meantime, Robert Trumbull reports in the July 4 New York 
Times that "Premier Kakuei Tanaka ordered his Cabinet colleagues 
to lunch on seafood every day ... as a soothing example to 
ordinary people." 

Tripped on their own rhetoric 
The Australian followers of the Socialist Labour League, the 

sectarian British group led by Gerry Healy, have produced what 
is undoubtedly the most original analysis yet of the Watergate . 
scandal. The May 4 issue of their paper carried the following in
formation: 

"But whether Nixon holds on to the reins of power or not, both 
the Democrats and the Republicans will be vying with each other 
to provide the new legislation necessary for stepped up trade war 
and mounting attacks on the American ruling class." 
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African Liberation 
Day rally in Britain 

London 
Some 250 Blacks packed Brixton 

Town Hall here on Africa Liberation 
Day, May 25, for a rally called by the 
Africa Liberation Committee in soli
darity with the liberation struggles of 
the peoples of southern Africa. Speak
ing to the rally were representatives of 
the African National Congress (ANC) 
of South Africa, the Zimbabwe Afri
can National Union (ZANU) and the 
Communist party of the Sudan. 

Zola Zembe of the ANC urged Black 
people in Britain to get interested in 
the struggles of Black people in Afri
ca. "It's about time," he said, "that 
Black people all over the world knew 
they came from Africa." Zembe 
stressed that the people of South Afri
ca were not fighting simply for their 
own interests but for the liberation 
of Black people everywhere. Zembe 
drew attention to the wave of strikes 
sweeping through South Africa to pro
test the starvation-level wages received 
by African workers in South A~rica. 
These struggles, along with those of 
the students and the inhabitants of the 
rural bantustans, are increasingly 
threatening the racist white regime. 

Ignatius Chigwendere of ZANU de
scribed the long struggle of the Zim
babwean people for independence-

from the wars of the 1890s against 
the colonial invasions to the present 
struggle against the Smith regime. 
Chigwendere reported that rural guer
rilla resistance to the Smith regime is 
now so widespread that the regime is 
attempting to forcefully move thou
sands of Africans to government
guarded villages. 

The size and enthusiasm of the rally 
reflect the deepening interest in Africa 
and identification with its struggle for 
freedom by the Black community in 
Britain. The Africa Liberation Com
mittee is planning to expand its work. 
In particular, there is growing oppo
sition to the British government's 
plans to celebrate the 600th anniver
sary of the alliance between Britain 
and Portugal and the proposed visit 
to Britain by Portuguese Prime Minis
ter Marcello Caetano in July. 

The Africa Liberation Committee, 
along with many other organizations, 
has joined the End the Alliance Cam
paign, which is demanding that the 
British government end its collabora
tion with Portugal's colonial wars, and 
is planning a massive national demon
stration in London on July 15, the day 
before the scheduled start of Caetano's 
visit. D 

Blacks in London 
protest police assault 

London 
More than 250 persons, mainly 

from the local Black community and 
from socialist groups, demonstrated 
in Brixton, South London, June 23. 
They protested the continuing harass
ment of Black youth, in particular 
the arrests a fortnight previously of 
three young Blacks after a street fight 
in which 200 youths battled the police. 

The main slogans of the demonstra
tion were: "Free, free, the Brockwell 
three," 'What do we want-Justice; 
What do we get-Brixton," and 
"Hands off Black people." 

The street battle was the culmination 
of a long period of harassment of the 
Black community in Brixton- re
ferred to as the Harlem of London. 
The premises of local Black organisa
tions, shops, and restaurants have 
been firebombed. Black youths have 
been subject to intimidation and arbi
trary arrest; each week around 100 
Black youths appear before the local 
courts on charges such as "loitering" 
and "suspicious behaviour." 

The arrests followed an assault by 
100 police armed with truncheons and 
iron bars on Black and white youths 
attending a local fair. One of those 
arrested was a 14-year-old schoolboy 
who was held ten hours in police cells, 
during which time his parents were 
denied access to him. He was later 
charged with causing bodily harm to 
three policemen! 

The local teachers union protested 
the action of the police and urged its 
members to attend the demonstration. 
They also are projecting a local con
ference on racism and education in 
response to these recent events. 

Racists protest immigration in london 

The march ended in an open-air 
rally chaired by Sister Beverley of 
the Black Workers Movemont. Spokes
persons for the International Marxist 
Group [British section of the Fourth 
International], Communist party, and 
other left groups outlined the growth 
of repression and stressed the need 
for the Black community to take their 
campaign into the Labour movement. 
The Black Unity and Freedom party 
and the Black Workers Movement de
tailed the brutalisation of their com
munity by the police and called for 
the exclusion of the police Special 
Patrol Group from the Black com
munity. D 
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Demands raised for control of distribution 

Workers struggle hits Chilean toothpaste industry 
By Hugo Blanco 

Santiago 
JUNE 14- One of the products in 

shortest supply in Chile at the mo
ment is toothpaste. It is almost im
possible to find it except on the black 
market. One of the recent labor con
flicts in Santiago was caused by the 
struggle of the workers against this 
state of affairs. 

"GEKA Laboratories" is the com
pany that makes the most popular 
toothpaste in Chile. The bosses of this 
company had distinguished them
selves by repeatedly failing to live 
up to contract agreements. Among 
other things, they did not provide the 
agreed-upon uniforms. As for wage 
raises, they violated agreements and 
in a discriminatory fashion raised 
only those of their informers and 
stooges. 

But the l;>osses of this company were 
not satisfied with exploiting their own 
workers. They attempted to suck 
blood from the people as a whole. 
They urged their workers to stage 
a public demonstration in the streets 
clamoring for an increase in the price 
of toothpaste! This was not a utopian 
ltope on their part, for bosses in v ar
ious countries have succeeded in get
ting their workers to take such ac
tion in connection with offers of wage 
increases. This time, however, the 
GEKA bosses were mistaken. They 
found themselves up against the high
ly developed class consciousness of 
the workers, who told them that to 
do such a thing would be as crazy 
as to take to the streets shouting ''We 
want an increase in the price of bread 
and milk!" 

But this was not all the workers 
did in defense of the interests of the 
consumer. The workers who made the 
truck deliveries of toothpaste to the 
pharmacies agreed to inform the 
neighbors in the vicinity of each phar
ma:cy of the deliveries. 

The boss had had the labels re
moved from the boxes so the public 
would not be able to identify the tooth
paste. The workers resorted to many 
different ploys to frustrate the boss's 
efforts to keep it a secret. They would 
enter a pharmacy full of customers 
with the boxes open so people could 

Hoarding of goods by businessmen for 
sale on black market .. 

see what they contained. When they 
were not allowed to do this, they 
would "stumble" so that the tubes of 
toothpaste would be out in the open 
for everyone to see. On other occa
sions, they would ask the pharmacist 
in a loud voice what product was 
being delivered. Lastly, they would 
tell the neighbors directly about the 
arrival of the toothpaste. 

Everyone knows that the reason the 
pharmacists and the bosses were an
gry about all this is their efforts to 
send all of the product onto the black 
market: 

The laboratory owners began a 
campaign against the delivery men. 
They took them off their jobs and 
sent them to carry out very boring 
tasks, generally isolated from the rest 
of the workers and under the close 
watch of a supervmor who took it 
upon himself to make life miserable 
for them. This kind of repression was 
first applied to one worker, Roberto 
Pizarro, and then extended to others. 
Finally, a supervisor attacked the 
worker Orlando Ramirez, and when 
Ramirez complained, he was fired. 

This was the last straw for the 
GEKA workers (most of whom are 
women), who had already been hit 
with the imprisonment of two of their 
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companeras, slandered as having sto
len two (!) tubes of toothpaste. 

The workers, and some of the white
collar employees, went on strike. They 
asked that contracts be observed, that 
those who had been fired be rehired, 
and that the all-powerful supervisors 
be punished. But the demand that 
stood out most was the following: ''We 
demand an investigation into where 
our products are sent and the way 
in which the taxes are paid .... We 
demand the immediate formation of 
bodies that allow the participation of 
the workers in the distribution of our 
products and in the acquisition of raw 
materials." 

The complaints of the GEKA work
ers against government officials 
should be pointed out. The work in
spector Emilio Loyola called Maria 
Eugenia Farias, the president of the 
union, "crazy" for consistently defend
ing the rights of her companeros. The 
strike manifesto stated: "Our concern 
as workers has always been to keep 
a lookout for and to expose the whole 

... results in shortages and long lines 
for consumers. 

gamut of irregularities that have ex
isted, and that exist, in regard to the 
distribution of our products; we have 
demonstrated this concern in repeated 
reports to DIRINCO [Direcci6n de In
dustria y Comercio- Industry and 
Trade Office] and the Oficina de Deli
tos Tributaries [Office of Tax Viola
tions] without yet seeing any solution 
to the problem of the undersupply of 
Odontine paste." 

From the very first day of the strike, 
the GEKA workers received support 
from the Vicuna Mackena Industrial 
Cordon. Despite the cordon's orga
nizational weaknesses, it was able to 
see to it that there were always com
paneros from other factories on the 
scene in the tents set up by the GEKA 
union in the entrance to the labora
tory. This, and the public demonstra
tion carried out by the cordon, served 
to counteract the provocations of the 
right and pro-boss elements-- stooges 
who first took over the factory to 
prevent the workers from occupying 
it, and who then, after leaving through 
the windows because of the lack of 
water, settled down on the facing side
walk and engaged in provocations 
against the workers. One night, cars 
belonging to Patria y Libertad 

[Fatherland and Freedom, a far-right 
group] drove past throughout the 
whole night in an effort to intimidate 
the workers. 

Nevertheless, neither the provoca
tions, nor the maneuvers of the pro
boss judges, nor the attitude of the 
CUT [Central Unica de Trabajadores 
-Workers Central Union] and the 
Popular Unity government leadership 
of putting a brake on struggles, nor 
the hunger and cold endured by the 
workers in the flimsy and simple tents 
were enough to force the workers, the 
GEKA production workers, and the 
few white-collar workers who joined 
them, to give up. 

Although at first the workers de
manded only the points already men
tioned, when they saw the hostile at
titude of the bosses and the results 
of a deal that was agreed to by the 

· workers in the Vitorino shoe factory, 
they decided to demand that the plant 
be transferred to the Social Sector of 
the economy, that is, to state owner
ship. At Vitorino, fhe bosses had just 
agreed to provide a heaven on earth 
for the workers so that work could 
be resumed; yet they ended up firing 
all but seven of their workers. The 
GEKA workers saw through the sweet 
promises finally made by their bosses, 
and rejected them. 

Finally, through DIRINCO the gov
ernment found itself obliged to requi
sition the laboratories and name an 
interventor. The Communist party 
and its economics minister, Orlando 
Millas, opposed this "take-over" (which 
was in reality only a blocking of the 
gates); yet they were forced to give 
in by the pressure of the working class 
and the GEKA workers. In an irony 
of the class struggle, the workers were 
led by a rank-and-file CP activist, a 
courageous twenty-eight-year-old 
woman who placed the interests of 
her cl~s above the interests of her 
party. 

The final resolution adopted by the 
general assembly of the GEKA work
ers union was: 

"1. Bring into operation as soon as 
possible all bodies of workers par
ticipation- an administrative commit
tee, a coordinating committee, produc
tion committees, and committees for 
defense and protection. 

"2. Change administrative struc
tures: strict control over planning and 
distribution; a large percentage of the 
goods produced must go directly to 
the people, for the present via the 
Monserrat Store (a people's store 
planned by the Vicuna Mackena Cor
don). In the future, all of the goods 
that are produced must go directly 
to the people via people's stores. 

"3. End wage and salary discrim
ination. 

"4. Open all the books. 
"5. A common dining hall. At pres

ent there are four- one each for of
fice workers, professional workers, 
production workers, and bosses .... " 

It is clear that the struggle has not 
ended, not even on the level of this 
particular factory. A new stage is be
ginning, one of struggle against . the 
state bureauc.racy, of struggle for 
workers management In order to 
wage this struggle, the workers will 
have to recognize the fraudulent na
ture of so-called participation. 0 



Puerto Ricans protest U.S. 'superport' 
By DOUG JENNESS 
Thousands of demonstrators rallied 
ih Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, July 4 to 
protest plans to build a deep-water 
port there to service U. S. supertank
ers. The demonstration was cospon
sored by the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party (PSP) and the Puerto Rican In
dependence Party (PIP). 

According to the July 8 Claridad, 
biweekly newspaper of the PSP, sev
eral of the speakers were victims of 
contamination created by U.S. petrcr 
chemical plants in different Puerto Ri
can cities. Also among the speakers 
were Juan Mari Bras, PSP general 
secretary, and Ruben Berrios, PIP 
president. 

The proposal to build a "superport" 
in Aguadilla, a small town on Puerto 
Rico's west coast, has generated great 
controversy throughout the island. 
Columns in major dailies as well as 

in the radical publications are taking 
up the issue from a number of dif
ferent points of view. 

Those who oppose the superport ar
gue it will destroy beautiful beaches 
and potential fishing waters. Eventual
ly, they charge, it will undermine the 
ecology of the island and the health 
ahd well-being of the Puerto Rican 
people. 

In the first place, they point out, 
the huge tankers spill great quanti
ties of oil when they unload their car
go. Second, it is almost certain that 
oil refineries and petrochemical plants 
would be built near the port, which 
would lead to even more serious pol
lution problems. 

Supporters of the superport say it 
will provide more jobs in a country 
where 30 percent are unemployed. Op
ponents argue that this is not so, that 

the oil refineries and petrochemical 
plants built so far have created only 
a fraction of the jobs promised. 

They argue that there are less s<r 

cially destructive ways of developing 
Puerto Rico and creating more jobs. 
But these ways are not tailored to 
the needs of the Yankee dollar. 

It is ironic that while thousands of 
Puerto Ricans were demonstrating in 
Aguadilla for the rights and needs 
of Puerto Ricans against U. S. colo
nialism, the liberal governor of Puerto 
Rico marched in a parade in the same 
city on the same day to commemorate 
U.S. independence. 

According to the July 5 issue of 
the San Juan daily El Mundo, he 
was joined by about 7,000 to 10,000 
marchers, including contingents from 
Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs, bands, 
orchestras, and the Civil Defense. 

Thousands demonstrated July 
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, against 
construction of deep-water port. 

4 in 
u.s. 

N.Y. District 1 under attack from Shanker 
By REBECCA FINCH 
NEW YORK, July 9- In a paid 
column in the July 8 New York Times, 
Albert Shanker, president of the United 
Federation of Teachers, launched the 
opening attack in a campaign to fire 
Luis Fuentes, the pro-community-con
trol superintendent of District 1 schools 
in the Lower East Side. 

Referring to the results of the school 
board election on May 1, Shanker 
wrote, "Luis Fuentes and his support
ers have loudly proclaimed their ad
vocacy of total community' control. 
. . . The community has spoken. It 
has passed judgment on Fuentes, held 
him accountable, and is asserting its 
right to fire him." 

Shanker neglected to point out, of 
course, that large numbers of Black, 
Puerto Rican, and Chinese parents 
were denied their right to vote in the 
election. Children of these parents con
stitute the overwhelming majority of 
students in this district. 

Shanker's comments coincide with 
a series of moves by the new school 

board, now dominated 6 to 3 by anti
community-control members, to begin 
chiseling away at the gains that were 
won last year under the old board, 
which had a pro-community-control 
majority. 

In its first executive session July 
2, the six new members voted to fire 
the executive secretary to the board, 
Azalia Torres, a Puerto Rican; dis
mantle the newspaper Write On (a 
pro-community-control paper publish
ed by the District 1 office since Fuentes 
was hired) and to fire its Chinese 
editor, Helen Sam Toy; and to move 
the district office from the center of 
the Puerto Rican community to a white 
neighborhood at the edge of the dis
trict. This last move has sparked the 
greatest objections from the Black, 
Puerto Rican, and Chinese parents. 

A vigorous campaign to defend the 
gains won in the last year has been 
mapped out by the Coalition for Ed
ucation in District 1, an organization 
of parents, teachers, paraprofession
als, and activists supporting commu-
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Community-control supporters have set 
plans to defend District 1 gains. 

nity control. The coalition is building 
a rally and demonstration for the eve
ning of the first regular meeting of 
the new board, July 19. 

The old board had conducted its 
meetings in both Spanish and English 
and had established the tradition of 
an open agenda, which allowed the 
community to voice its concerns and 
grievances. Thus, the board meetings 
had become a place where struggles 
around the concrete issues took place. 

These included the hiring and firing 
of school principals, the development 
of special bilingual and Black studies 
programs, and the development of 
preferential hiring policies for Blacks, 
Puerto Ricans, and Chinese. 

The rally and demonstration on July 
19 will focus on the central demand 
that the District 1 office remain in the 
Puerto Rican community. It will also 
defend the school personnel threatened 
with the loss of their jobs because 
of their support to community control 
and Fuentes. 

Attica hearings open, cop terror reigns 
By BAXTER SMITH 
JULY 5- Six months after indictments 
were handed down naming 59 men for 
their alleged role in the September 
1971 Attica prison revolt, pretrial 
hearings began June 18 in Buffalo, 
N.Y. Had more than the six months 
pas8ed, the defense would have had 
a strong argument for dismissing the 
case for violation of the "speedy trial" 
provision of New York law. 

The charges range from possession 
of contraband to murder. 

The hearings opened to a courtroom 
scene of cop terror and judicial pro
cedure mocking any semblance of jus
tice. 

According to the Attica Defense 
Committee, "All persons seeking to en
ter the courtroom except prosecuting 
attorneys and staff are required to 
show identification and submit to hu
miliating searches .... Despite the ex
tensive searches 12 enforcement of
ficers are in the courtroom at all times. 
Three marshals stand immediately be
hind any Brother appearing before 
the bench." 

One of the first motions filed was 
a reapplication for change of venue. 
The defense hopes to move the trials 
to New York City, where most defend
ants live and where significant support 
could be organized. The state appel
late court had moved the trials from 
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rural Wyoming County, where Attica 
is located, to Buffalo. Presiding Judge 
Carmen Ball denied the new motion. 
Defense lawyers plan to appeal the 
ruling. 

The defense was granted two mo
tions. One allows the defendants to 
meet in prison to discuss the case. An
other gives them until July 16, the 
next court date, to file additional mo
tions and obtain lawyers for those 
who have none. 

· With one exception, Ball denied all 
requests to allow out-of-state lawyers 
to represent the defendants. The ex
ception is Ramsey Clark, former U.S. 
attorney general, who will defend 
Charles Pernasilice, accused of mur
dering a guard. 

The lengths to which the state will 
go to intimidate the defendants and 
their supporters is illustrated by sev
eral incidents that occurred during the 
hearings. 

Shortly after one of the defendants, 
Carl Jones-El, was escorted from the 
courtroom following his appearance, 
he was heard shouting, "Don, Don!" 
Attorney Don Jelinek rushed to his 
aid and brought J ones-El, who had 
been beaten, back into the court
room. Jones-El stated he had been 
assaulted by guards and had a wit
ness. 

Jelinek asked Judge Ball for an im-

mediate hearing. Ball denied it and 
adjourned the court. Later, as guards 
tried to take Jones-El away from a 
conference with his lawyers, a brief 
scuffle broke out. As a result, a law
yer and a legal assistant were charged 
with "obstructing justice." 

In another incident, James Moore, 
one of the defendants who is free on 
bail, was denied entry to the court
room because he was wearing Mus
lim headgear. When he protested this 
treatment, he too was arrested on 
charges of "obstruction." 

The grand jury that indicted the 59 
men is still meeting, and new indict
ments are expected. This has made 
it difficult for defense attorneys to 
round up possible witnesses, because 

Attica prisoners during 1971 prison revolt 

they fear retaliation in the form of 
an indictment. 

Recently Judge Ball ordered a Buf
falo newsman, Stewart Dan, to appear 
before the grand jury and testify about 
what he saw in Attica during the re
bellion. Dan had previously refused 
to appear, but when Ball threatened 
him with a 30-day sentence, he agreed 
to testify. 

New support was lent to the defen
dants' cause by a report of a con
gressional committee released in June. 
The House Select Committee on Crime 
corroborated the McKay Commission 
report and charged law enforcement 
officers and state officials with the ma
jor blame for the 43 deaths during the 
Attica revolt. 
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WATERGATE:'Dirty tricks' 

Raza Unida denies Republican funding, 
Peace and Freedom defends 'tactic' 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
JULY 5- Raza Unida Party (RUP) 
leaders have denounced a smear at
tack by the New York Times, which 
claims that RUP election campaigns 
have been funded. by the Republican 
Party. 

The charge appeared in a July 1 
story by Times Los Angeles corre
spondent Steven Roberts. Roberts said 
that the Republican Party channeled 
money to both the Raza Unida par
ties (Chicano parties that run candi
dates independent of the Democrats 
and Republicans) and to the Califor
nia Peace and Freedom Party (PFP). 

The PFP is a loose coalition of lib
eral Democrats and radicals that was 
formed in 1968. In 1972, it joined 
with electoral groupings in a few other 
states to back the presidential cam
paign of Dr. Benjamin Spack. 

The Times article quoted Eric Gar
ris, a PFP candidate in Southern Cali
fornia in 1972, who admitted that 
his party took Republican money to 
finance its campaigns. The Republi
cans were willing to give a little money 
to the PFP candidates in races where 
they might drain enough votes from 
the Democrats to produce a Repub
lican victory. 

The Times went on to assert that 
RUP candidates also took GOP funds. 
"A well-informed source at Republican 
headquarters here [Los Angeles] said 
it, was 'taken for granted' that La 
Raza received G. 0. P. help in its pe
tition drives to qualify independent 
candidates." 

However, the Times was unable to 
cite any facts to back up this charge. 
The only RUP leader quoted in the 
article, Raul Ruiz, denied the charge. 

In 1971, Ruiz was ·the RUP can
didate in the 48th Assembly District 

in Los Angeles. His campaign, which 
won nearly 8 percent of the vote, drew 
so many votes away from the Demo
cratic candidate that the Republican 
won. 

Contacted by phone about the· Times 
story, Ruiz told The Militant he 
thought it very likely that the Demo
crats had started this slander. Because 
R UP's independent campaigns are 
winning Chicanos away from the 
Democrats, he explained, "they will 
begin to try to discredit that loss by 

told The Militant, "We don't wheel and 
deal with our own people, let alone 
someone else." 

Asked who he thought was the 
source of the Times story, Gonzales 
said, "The Democrats would want a 
story like that to get out." 

Viviana Santiago, secretary of the 
Zavala County, Texas, RUP, told The 
Militant that the charges in the Times 
were very similar to accusations 
George McGovern made against R UP 
in 1972. McGovern tried to discredit 
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Raza Unida Party demonstration in los Angeles against Democrat Richard Alatorre 
during his 1971 race in 48th Assembly District. Democrats have tried to discredit 
RUP's opposition to both capitalist parties. 

saying that we are receiving this sort 
of help from the Republicans, when 
in fact this is not true." 
. Ruiz also denied the charge that 

Republicans had assisted RUP in get
ting on the ballot in Los Angeles. 
"No way," he answered. "That was 
all our effort, that's for sure." 

Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzales, a leader 
of the Colorado Raza Unida Party 
and the Denver Crusade for Justice, 

the party's opposition to both the Re
publican and, Democratic tickets in 
1972 by saying RUP had made a 
deal with Nixon in return for federal 
funds for a medical center. 

This type of slander has been leveled 
at revolutionary socialist election cam
paigns as well. Linda Jenness, So
cialist Workers Party candidate for 
president in 1972, told The Militant 
that during her campaign, many Me-

Govern supporters insisted that by 
running on an independent ticket, she 
was only helping Nixon to win. Their 
false claim that McGovern was a "less
er-evil" than Nixon "was used to keep 
people trapped inside the racist, sexist 
Democratic Party, instead of challeng
ing the capitalist candidates," Jenness 
said. 

She called it "absurd" to think that 
the Republicans have any interest in 
promoting a party that urges work
ing people to break from capitalist 
politics. 

Peace and Freedom Party leaders, 
however, have defended their use of 
Republican money. The July 4 New 
York Times quoted longtime PFP ac
tivist John Haag as confirming that 
the PFP had accepted GOP funds. 

And in a phone interview with The 
Militant, former PFP candidate Marge 
Buckley expressed the view that "as 
long as in fact there were no strings 
attached, there was no problem." 

Lew McCammon, Los Angeles 
County chairman of PFP in 1972, 
also tried to justify taking Republican 
money. He told The Militant there 
was no other way to pay the exces
sive filing fees to place PFP candi
dates on the ballot. 

"I disagree that taking money from 
the Republican Party is a tactical ques
tion," Jenness said. "You can never 
build a party to challenge the po
litical stranglehold of the two capitalist 
parties by relying on them to fund 
you. Unlike PFP, the Socialist Work
ers Party puts forward a socialist pro
gram, based on supporting the in
terests of the working class against 
the capitalist class. The Republican 
Party, just like the Democratic Party, 
has no interest in promoting this point 
of view." 

'Dirty tricks' played against YSA, SWP 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
JULY 9- New Watergate disclosures 
have uncovered "dirty tricks" by the 
Committee to Re-Elect the President 
(CREEP) involving the Young Social
ist Alliance (YSA) and the Socialist 
Workers Party ( SWP). 

In the July 9 New York Times, 
an article by John Crewdson describes 
the spy network CREEP set up to 
sabotage the campaigns of other can
didates in the 1972 presidential elec
tions. "The secret operations at their 
height embraced a widely scattered 
and sometimes disorganized network 
of amateurs who engaged in political 
pranks as well as more serious, and 
even violent, activities," Crewdson 
writes. H. R. Haldeman, former White 
House chief of staff, formally ap
proved this "black advance" program, 
according to the Times, and ex-pres
idential counsel Charles Colson mas
terminded many of the actual "tricks." 

A former Nixon campaign aide re
lated one of Colson's plots to Crewd
son. This particular scheme called for 
CREEP to arrange a donation of 
$200 to the campaign of Congress
man Paul McCloskey (R-Calif.). Mc
Closkey was at that time campaign
ing in New Hampshire for the Re
publican presidential nomination. 

"According to the official, the con
tribution was to be made in the name 
of the Gay Liberation Front, a mil
itant homosexual organization, and 
a receipt for the money was to be 
forwarded to William Loeb, the pub-
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lisher of the pro-Nixon Manchester, 
N.H., Union Leader," reports Crewd
son. 

''Mr. [Herbert] Porter dispatched 
Roger Stone, a young aide, to New 
Hampshire with the money, the of
ficial said, but when the young man 
walked into the McCloskey headquar
ters he balked at identifying himself 
as a homosexual, and said instead 
that he was from the Young Socialist 
Alliance, a Marxist organization." 

Andrew Pulley, national secretary 
of the Young Socialist Alliance, is
sued a statement today in response 
to the Times disclosure. Pulley was 
the Socialist Workers Party 1972 vice
presidential candidate. 

"This attempt to discredit McCloskey 
by falsely linking him to the gay lib
eration struggle and the revolution
ary-socialist movement is not surpris
ing," Pulley said. "Red-baiting and 
gay-baiting are methods traditionally 
used by Republicans and Democrats 
alike to smear opponents. These types 
of charges were one of the main fea
tures of the McCarthyite witch-hunt 
of the 1950s, through which Nixon 
built his career in national politics. 

"CREEP apparently hoped to kill 
two birds with one stone," Pulley con
tinued. "Their main goal was to un
dercut the campaign of McCloskey, 
who was speaking out against the 
war in Vietnam. 

"But in the process, they also thought 
they could discredit and create con
fusion about the Young Socialist AI-

Hance, which was backing the Social
ist Workers Party ticket in 1972. Had 
the bogus contribution to McCloskey's 
campaign become public, however, I 
think it would have backfired on them. 
The YSA has a reputation in the stu
dent movement as a revolutionary 
youth organization that takes a prin
cipled stand against support to the 
candidates of either capita list party." 

As it turned out, Loeb's Union 
Leader never picked up on the phony 
"YSA" contribution, although CREEP 
sent a receipt for the money to the 
newspaper. 

However, this incident sheds light 
on another event during the 1972 New 
Hampshire primary involving Loeb 
and supporters of the SWP campaign. 
This time it was an attempt to link 
socialists to the campaign of Senator 
Edmund Muskie (D-Maine), who was 
then running for the Democratic pres
idential nomination. 

An editorial in the March 3, 1972, 
Union Leader attacked Muskie for 
supporting the April 24, 1971, mass 
antiwar demonstration in Washington, 
D. C., and falsely claimed that the pro
test was "dominated" by the Socialist 
Workers Party. The editorial cited a 
letter about the antiwar action that 
Muskie had sent to Don Gurewitz, who 
was then the national secretary of the 
Student Mobilization Committee, a 
major sponsor of the demonstration. 

At the time of Loeb's editorial, Gure
witz was the SWP candidate for U.S. 
Senate from Massachusetts. "Is he 

(Gurewitz] in any way involved in 
the Muskie presidential campaign?" 
the editorial asked. "Is he one of these 
campaign contributors concerning 
whose identity Mr. Muskie has been 
so secretive? . . . the voters of New 
Hampshire have a right to know more 
about Mr. Donald Gurewitz and the 
senator's relationship with him." 

While the Muskie campaign commit
tee refused to respond to this smear 
attack, the SWP denounced the edi
torial. Gurewitz issued a statement 
calling the charges "ridiculous to the 
core." He condemned Loeb's attempt 
to portray the antiwar movement as 
"dupes of the 'communists.'" 
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PUllEY: Hits CREEP's red-baiting and 
gay-baiting. 



VVATERGATE:~eekinre~ew 

Mitchell fails to bail Nixon out of W'gate 
JULY 11 -There is no escape from 
Watergate for Richard Nixon. One 
hundred demonstrators showed up on 
July 9 in Kansas City, Mo., when the 
president appeared to speak at the 
swearing-in ceremony of Clarence Kel
ley, the new FBI chief. 

The protesters carried signs read
ing "Release Presidential Papers"; "Nix
on - In Contempt of the American 
People"; and "Kelley and Nixon
Partners in Racism." When the presi
dent mentioned street crime at one 
point in his speech, someone yelled 
out, ''What about crime in the White 
House?" 

This week millions watched as the 
former number-one "crime fighter," 
John Mitchell, testified before the Sen
ate Watergate committee. 

Mitchell is Nixon's former law part
ner. He served as his campaign man
ager in 1968 and again in 1972, and 
also put in several years as U.S. 
attorney general in the Nixon cabi
net. He has been heavily implicated 
in every aspect of theW atergate affair, · 
going back to 1971. He has already 
been indicted for his part in the Robert 
Vesco stock swindle, and further in
dictments may not be too far off. 

In 1968, Nixon appointed Mitchell 
attorney general, calling him "one who 
recognizes the necessity to assure jus
tice as well as law and order," and 
who "will bring an extra dimension" 
to the office. 

That statement is definitely "inopera
tive" today. The White House recently 
accused Mitchell of being the "patron" 
of John Dean in the Watergate scan
dal. 

Mitchell's first day of testimony be
fore the Senate Watergate committee 
on July 10 contradicted many key 
parts of the statements made by his 
former campaign lieutenant, J eb Stu
art Magruder, and by ex-White House 
counsel John Dean. 

MITCHEll: Nation's ex-top cop wanted 
to sweep White House crimes under rug. 

Mitchell called one statement by 
Magruder a "palpable, damnable lie," 
referring to Magruder's charge that 
Mitchell had received reports on ille
gal wiretaps. He also denied he had 
given formai approval to Liddy's 
$250,000 plan that resulted in the 
Watergate break-in, as Magruder had 
testified. 

The former attorney general also 
claimed that while he helped organize 
payments to Watergate defendants, he 
had no idea this was "hush" money. 
Dean has testified that it was Mitchell's 

idea in the first place to purchase the 
burglars' silence. 

But the biggest contradiction in 
Mitchell's testimony thus far is his in
sistence that Nixon never knew what 
was going on. That is a "palpable 
lie" if there ever was one. 

According to Mitchell, the facts 
about Watergate were withheld from 
the president in order to protect him. 
"I knew the actions that he would 
take [to punish the wrongdoers] and 
it would be most detrimental to his 
political campaign," Mitchell claimed. 

He also testified about his fear that 
a serious investigation would uncov
er what he called the White House 
"horror stories"- "the Ells berg break
in, the Huston plan, the bombing at 
the Brookings Institute, the Dita Beard 
case." 

The former attorney general acted 
as though he expected the Senate com
mittee to believe that in the many 
discussions he had with Nixon, the 
true facts of the Watergate scandal 
were never mentioned. He even said 
that in his meeting with the president 
the day before he resigned as cam
paign manager, June 30, 1972, the 
two never even discussed Watergate. 

Mitchell's belief in Nixon's inno
cence, he told the senators, is based 
"solely on my association with the 
president." 

Whether or not the Senate committee 
shakes Mitchell from this story, the 
American people certainly think it's 
a lie. The most recent Gallup poll 
shows that 71 percent of the popula
tion believes Nixon either "planned or 
knew about the bugging of the Demo
cratic National Committee offices ... 
or was involved in the cover-up of the 
incident." 

It is this mounting public pressure 
that has forced the Senate Watergate 
committee to request Nixon's testi
mony and access to his files. 

But in a letter on July 7, Nixon told 
Senator Sam Ervin (D-N. C.), head 
of the Watergate committee, that he 
would not comply with the senators' 
demands. "I shall not testify before 
the committee," he wrote, "or permit 
access to Presidential papers." 

This just made Nixon look worse, 
Ervin told reporters. "When a person 
doesn't disclose the evidence in their 
power," he said, "the presumption is 
the evidence would be adverse to them 
if it were disclosed." 

The Senate committee will probably 
make its first challenge to the Nixon 
letter around the issue of the docu
ments he is withholding. "Obviously 
we've reached a point where they've 
decided it is not appropriate to coop
erate," committee majority counsel 
Samuel Dash said July 10. 

According to Washington Post re
porters Carl Bernstein and Bob Wood
ward, "Senate sources said it is vir
tually certain that the committee will 
vote to subpoena the White House 
documents, thus setting the stage for 
a possible Constitutional struggle be
tween Nixon and the Congress." 

Continued on page 22 

NIXON: 71 percent of Americans are 
sure he's guilty. 

The house that Dick built 
On July 3 White House press secretary 
Ron Ziegler issued a statement claim
ing that newspaper accounts suggest
ing wrong-doing in the purchase of 
Nixon's 29-acre San Clemente, Calif., 
estate are "malicious, ill-founded and 
scurrilous." 

Ziegler's statement only adds weight 
to these suspicions. White House de
nunciations of this sharpness have, 
throughout the Watergate scandal, in
variably been followed by retractions 
as new facts unfolded. 

Nixon was able to purchase the 
$1.4-million estate with a cash out
lay of only $34,514. This was made 
possible by a series of loans from 
Nixon's multimillionaire friend Rob
ert Abplanalp. 

Perhaps it was only coincidence that 
just two years after Nixon "purchased" 
his San Clemente estate with Abplan
alp's help, high Justice Department 
officials overruled staff recommenda
tions to carry out an antitrust investi
gation of Abplanalp's Precision Valve 
Corporation (PVC). PVC controls 60 
percent of the world's marketing and 
manufacture of aerosol valves. 

Whatever mysteries may surround 
the purchase of the San Clemente es
tate, there can be no question that 
Nixon had it fixed up in an improper 
manner. Millions of dollars of tax
payers' money were used to create 
luxurious comfort befitting a king at 
both the San Clemente estate and 
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another Nixon "retreat" in Key Bis
cayne, Fla. 

The amount of funds the govern
ment admits using for these purposes 
goes up steadily. On May 26, the 
White House told the New York 
Times that government financed im
provements at San Clemente totaled 
$39,525. Two days later, the Associ
ated Press established General Services 
Administration expenditures totaling 
$109,385. By June 13, the admitted 
figure was $414,000. The next day 
it reached $456,352. By June 21, the 
agency admitted that it had spent 
$703,367 for improving the San Cle
mente property and $579,907 on Key 
Biscayne improvements. · 

The official government story is that 
these expenditures were authorized by 
the Secret Service to ensure "presi
dential security." However, no clear 
explanation has been given as to why 
"presidential security" required $13,-
500 to be spent on a new heating sys
tem for the San Clemente estate, or 
what security considerations led to 
government purchases of a flagpole 
for $2,329; a septic tank for $1,995; 
an ice maker for $621; and furni
ture for Nixon's den for $4,800! 

And the figures continue to climb. 
On July 6, the General Services Ad
ministration announced that six ex
pensive golf carts, a house trailer, and 

government expense. These expendi
tures of more than $12,000 were not 
included in any previous reports. 

Don't think that Nixon isn't on the 
lookout to save the taxpayers some 
money, though. On July 2, nationally 
syndicated columnist Jack Anderson 
reported that "about the same time 
that ITT was pulling strings to settle 
its anti-trust troubles, a subsidiary 
helped to install a free golf course at 
President Nixon's San Clemente es-

a silver service had been purchased White House denies charges that Nixon 
for use at the Western White House at million San Clemente estate for $34,514. 

tate." 
This donation was made by a group 

calling itself "Golfing Friends of the 
President." Scott Lawn Products Com
pany, soon to be swallowed up by 
ITT, provided the seed, fertilizers, and 
labor to do the work free of charge. 
The golf course only cost the tax
payers the bill for the royal blue wind
breakers emblazoned with the presi
dential seal that Nixon gave to each 
of his "Golfing Friends." 
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Why Badillo offered no real alternative 

Lessons of NY. Democratic primary 
By JOANNA MISNIK 
NEW YORK- City Controller Abra
ham Beame defeated Puerto Rican 
Congressman Herman Badillo by a 
3-to-2 margin in the June 26 runoff 
election for the Democratic mayoral 
nomination. The Beame victory was 
spurred by a record voter turnout 
organized by the Democratic Party 
machine. 

The machine believed the high turn
out would be necessary to offset the 
unprecedented bloc of Puerto Rican 
and Black votes in the June 4 primary 
that forced the Beame-Badillo runoff. 

With the field narrowed, Beame 
picked up the substantial vote that had 
previously gone to Congressman 
Mario Biaggi. Biaggi, an ex-cop, ran 
a demagogic ''law and order" cam
paign. 

Beame carried 44 of the city's 67 
assembly districts, winning a large 
margin in most white areas. Of the 
23 districts that went for Badillo, 18 
were Black and Puerto Rican districts 
-areas such as the South Bronx, Har
lem, and Bedford-Stuyvesant. (It was 
the heavy vote for Badillo in these 
areas in the June 4 primary that pro
pelled him to second place in that 
four-way contest.) 

In a July 1 article headlined "A 
Minority Candidacy is Rejected," the 
New York Times said, "Clearly the 
white middle class, still the dominant 
voting bloc in this increasingly black 
and Puerto Rican city, was not ready 
to accept a Puerto Rican for mayor. 
... And, since polarization works 
both ways, blacks and Puerto Ricans 
in the main apparently voted for Mr. 
Badillo because he is a Puerto Rican. 

"Certainly no other issue seemed to 
emerge. Both Mr. Beame and Mr. 
Badillo vied with each other in their 
appeals to the middle class." 

As the Times indicates, the Beame
Badillo race was typical of capitalist 
party election campaigns: it offered 
the voters nearly identical programs 
and no real political choice. Both can
didates were vying to further their 
careers, which are based on rep
resenting the interests of the bankers, 
landlords, and corporation owners 
who control the Democratic Party. 

Mil 

OLIVER: SWP calls for break with "lesser 
evil" capitalist politics. 
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BEAME: Appealed to racist fears to de
feat Badillo. 

Beame appealed to the racist fears 
of some white voters in order to defeat 
Badillo. He repeatedly charged that 
Badillo's candidacy was "polarizing" 
the city. A Citizens for Beame ad in 
the Jewish Press, for example, exhorted 
New Yorkers to vote for Beame "as 
if your life depends upon it, because 
it does." 

Badillo countered by stepping up his 
attempts to persuade white voters that 
his prime concern was with the "middle 
class." He traveled in predominantly 
white areas with only a few campaign 
workers, claiming, "It's a question of 
overcoming fear. They expect me to 
come in with a whole crowd of Puerto 
Ricans, yelling and screaming." 

In spite of this, thousands of Puerto 
Ricans and Blacks, usually uninter
ested in primaries, still supported 
Badillo. They mistakenly believed he 
could represent their interests in a po
litical system that is openly hostile to 
them. The enthusiastic support for 
Badillo's campaign among Puerto Ri
cans reflects their growing drive to 
assert themselves in New York City 
politics. 

Puerto Rican community 
Puerto Ricans have made their 

heightened political consciousness felt 
in a number of ways. On the electoral 
front, they have forced changes in 
certain electoral procedures that pre
viously made it difficult or impossible 
for them to vote. The winning of a bi
lingual ballot was one such change. 

Another step forward was the victory 
in the struggle to force the city to 
redraw the district lines for the city 
council race. At present there are two 
Blacks and no Puerto Ricans on the 
city council. With the redrawn lines, 
the next city council is expected tohave 
four Black and two Puerto Rican mem
bers. 

Puerto Rican activists also won a 
court ruling that the new district lines 
are still unrepresentative and must be 
redrawn entirely next year. As a result, 
city council members elected this year 
must stand again in a special election 
in 1974. 

The Communist Party and its may
oral candidate, Rasheed Storey, cam
paigned for Badillo around the slogan 
"Defeat Beame." This, they explained 
in their literature, was the way to de
feat racism. 

Norman Oliver and the other So
cialist Workers Party candidates cam
paigned vigorously against Badillo, 
Beame, and all the candidates of the 

two capitalist parties. The SWP ad
dressed an open letter to the CP, criti
cizing their notion that racism could 
be defeated by electing Badillo or any 
other candidate of the Democratic and 
Republican parties- parties controlled 
by the very people who profit from 
the system that perpetuates racism. 

Communist Party view 
In the June 26 Daily World, Simon 

Gerson attempted to answer the SWP's 
open letter by pointing to the recent 
election to Congress of Black Demo- . 
crats Reverend Andrew Young in 
Atlanta and Barbara Jordan in Hous
ton, and ''literally hundreds of such 
examples at municipal, state and Fed
eral levels .... 

"That," Gerson states, "is the real 
political process through which the 
national minorities of our nation are 
today waging the fight for political 
representation and against the racism 
which seeks to keep them from posi
tions of influence." 

Gerson accuses the SWP of seeking 
to "disrupt the developing informal 
coalitio~ [in the Democratic Party] 
against racism" by elevating "to a prin
ciple refusal to support any Black or 
Puerto Rican candidate who may be 
seeking public office under a major 
[read "capitalist"] party designa
tion .. 

"To be 'neutral' in this struggle in 
the guise of high-flown 'left' phrases 
... is to permit the racist drive to 
go unchecked," Gerson tells us. 

Consigning the fight against racist 
oppression to the Democratic or Re
publican parties is precisely the op
posite of the "real political process" 
through which oppressed minorities 
will win their liberation. It is true that 
at this time the masses of Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans are under the illusions 
that basic changes can be won through 
electing Black or Puerto Rican capital
ist party politicians. But this is a trap 
the rulers of this country have set for 
the Black and Puerto Rican people. 

Puerto Rican political ferment first 
erupted, as did the Black liberation 
struggle, outside of and independent 
of the Democratic and Republican 
parties, which had shown no concern 
for the needs of Black and Puerto 
Rican people. 

It was only after this independent 
power was demonstrated that the 
Democratic and Republican parties 
sought to co-opt this powerful political 
activism. The role of a Herman 
Badillo is to "sell" Puerto Ricans the 
notion that this racist system can be 
reformed. 

Role of Black Democrats 
Black Democrats emerged as stan

dard-bearers for the Democratic Party 
only ·after the civil rights movement 
and the ghetto rebellions of the 1960s 
gave a powerful jolt to this racist 
system. Did the election of Carl Stokes 
in Cleveland or Richard Hatcher in 
Gary, Ind., put Black people in, as 
Gerson put it, "positions of influence" 
to change the conditions of ghetto life? 

Far from it. The election of Black 
Democrats, insofar as it disarms inde
pendent, self-reliant Black activism 
and sows illusions that social justice 
can be achieved through Democratic 
Party politics, actually gives the ruling 
minority more maneuvering room to 
continue its racist policies. 

The SWP is not "neutral." It sup
ports and helps extend the struggles 
of Blacks and Puerto Ricans against 
their oppression. It is the CP that has 
"disrupted" the developing coalitions 
against racism by helping to divert 
militant Black and Puerto Rican strug-

gles into the dead end of the Demo
cratic Party. 

Gus Hall's 'Lame Duck' 
There is no doubt that there is con

fusion in the Communist Party about 
the Marxist principle of opposition to 
capitalist parties. Little wonder, when 
the major guideline put forward by 
CP leader Gus Hall, his recent pam
phlet Lame Duck in Turbulent Waters, 
leaves the door open to the ''lesser 
evil" strategy, while Hall in the same 
breath polemicizes against it. 

"What is the nature of the change 
we are proposing?" Hall asks. " ... it 
is to end the idea that the Democratic 
Party can become the base for polit
ical independence. It cannot!" 

But, says Hall, the "policies of the 
Party must be carried out with thought 
and with common sense." He warns 
the CP not to emulate the "irrespon
sible" policy of the Trotskyists in "run
ning candidates ... against Black, 
liberal, working-class candidates." 
(Would it have been irresponsible for 
Rasheed Storey to actually campaign 
after his candidacy was announced in 
March, rather than waiting until 
Badillo was defeated in June?) 

Gerson charges that the SWP gave 
Beame a "mild wrist slap" while "they 
train their guns at Badillo." It is pat
ently false that the SWP has offered 
only _mild opposition to Beame. The 
SWP campaign has vigorously criti
cized Beame, as well as all other cap
italist candidates who have entered 
the mayoral race. 

What Gerson objects to is the fact 
that Norman Oliver and the other 
SWP candidates have not hesitated to 
aim heavy fire at Badillo as well. 
Many of the community and student 
activists involved in real struggles for 
social change had strong illusions 
about Badillo. To win these activists 
to socialism, the SWP candidates have 
given special attention to explaining 
why Badillo's campaign would not 
advance the struggle of Puerto Ricans, 
Blacks, and all other working people. 

Far from being "irresponsible," as 
Hall claims, the SWP candidates have 
shouldered the responsibility that falls 
to revolutionary socialists to provide 
an example and to present a program 
for how to fight this racist system. 

Militant/Flax Hermes 

HAll: CP campaigned for Badillo around 
slogan "Defeat Beame." 



SWP, Raza Unida, others in CoDEL suit 
New challenge to Calif. ballot restrictions 
SAN FRANCISCO, July 10- The 
Committee for Democratic Election 
Laws (CoDEL) today filed a suit ask
ing the federal courts to declare un
constitutional sections of the California 
election law. The suit seeks to over
turn the requirement that a new party 
seeking ballot status obtain the sig
natures of 663,000 voters or regis
ter 67,000 members in the party. 

Attorney for the suit is Vincent Hal
linan, who was a presidential candi
date for the Progressive Party in 1952. 

The suit will be filed on behalf of 
the Socialist Workers Party, La Raza 
Unida Party, the Prohibition Party, 
the Socialist Labor Party, the Liber
tarian Party, and the Feminist Party. 
All these parties are presently unable 
to meet California's rigid ballot re
quirements although most .have run 
candidates in other states as recently 
as 1972. 

CoDEL held a news conference here 
in Hallinan's office. A simultaneous 
news conference was held in Los An
geles. Major radio and television sta
tions and daily papers in both cities 
attended the conferences. 

In announcing the suit, California 
CoDEL coordinator Christine Hilde
brand said, "California has the most 

discriminatory election laws in the 
U.S. It is clear that the California 
laws not only deny Californians the 
constitutional right to freedbm of ex
pression at the ballot box, but because 
it is the most populous state, Cali
fornia_'s laws deny oUter Americans 
their .r:ight to have their votes count 
as well. A party which may win many 
votes in other states for its presidential 
candidate would not have much 
chance of being elected if Californians 
could not vote for its candidate." 

Hallinan pointed out that "devices 
like those used to keep new parties 
off the ballot in California are in the 
same spirit that brought about the 
Watergate caper- once you're in, lock 
the other fellow out." 

Gary Y oes, president of the San 
Francisco Young Democrats, called 
on elected Democratic officials and 
party leaders to support the suit. 
Speaking for his organization, which 
has endorsed the suit, Yoes said, "We 
must not be afraid of competition. The 
people must be given a free choice, 
not a rigged one." 

Speaking on behalf ot La Raza 
Unida Party were Andres Rodrigues 
Torres in Los Angeles and Gilbert 
Lopez in San Francisco. Both dis-

cussed the massive effort La Raza 
Unida carried out in its unsuccess
ful bid to qualify for ballot status 
in California in 1972. More than 30,-
000 Chicanos were registered into the 
party during this effort. 

Lopez's statement said, "What im
portance does the suit hold for La 
Raza Unida Party? If successful, it 
will mean the removal of the most 
debilitating shackles that have kept 
the Spanish-speaking community out 
of political participation. The legiti
macy of La Raza Unida should dras
tically reduce the vote-getting effective
ness of the major parties, particularly 
the Democratic Party." 

Ken Millner, speaking for the So
cialist Workers Party, said, "Today, 
more than ever, there is a need to end 
the restrictions whose sole end is to 
maintain the domination of the Re
publican and Democratic Parties i.n 
elections. The Watergate revelations 
have shown the real attitudes of these 
two parties towards democratic elec
tions." 

Raoul Teilhet, president of the Cali
fornia Federation of Teachers, was 
present at the Los Angeles news con
ference. Miles Myers, senior vice-presi-

dent of the California Federation of 
Teachers, attended the San Francisco 
news conference, as did C. T. Weber,' 
state chairman of the Peace and Free
dom Party, and representatives of all . 
the other parties joining in the suit. 

Militant/Jack BarreH 

LRUP's TORRES: Suit can advance inde
pendent Chicano political action. 

SWP plan to end Seattle's 'oilgate' crisis 
By MIKE ARNALL 
SEATTLE- Local environmental ac
tivists challenged the oil industry's 
claims of a nationwide fuel shortage 
at a recent symposium on the "energy 
crisis." The symposium was spon
sored by the Washington Environ
mental Council and the University of 
Washington Institute of Environ
mental Studies. Keynote speakers and 
panelists discussed increases in gaso
line and other fuel prices, possibilities 
of new energy sources, and the in
efficiency of present fuel usage. 

Gary Johnson, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Seattle city coun
cil, attempted to present a statement 
during the discussion period. The 
chairwoman, Marianne Craft Norton, 
president of the Washington State 
Division of the American Association 
of University Women, tried to silence 
Johnson by saying that political state
ments did not fit into the format of the 
day. Protests from campaign support
ers, other members of the panel, and 
the audience forced Norton to allow 
Craig Honts, SWP mayoral candidate, 
to deliver the campaign statement. 

Grenville Garside, energy study co
ordinator of the U. S. Senate's Com-

SWP's HONTS: Oil is too precious 
to be controlled by a few wealthy 
businessmen. 

mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
called for tax breaks for the oil and 
natural gas monopolies in order to 
provide "incentive" for them to expand 
their exploratory. and refining opera-

tions. He also urged public support 
to construction of the Alaska pipeline. 
The pipeline has been strongly op
posed by environmentalists, who 
claim it would do irreparable damage 
to the Alaskan wilderness. 

Henry Curtis, president of the North 
West Public Power Association,. pre
sented another pro-oil-industry view. 
He predicted that the present rate of 
fuel usage would lead to the possible 
death of ''billions of people." "Many 
civilizations have gone the wrong 
way," Curtis said. "And for all we 
know it was because they were un
able to meet their energy needs." 

Brock Evans, representing the 
Sierra Club, cut across the assertions 
of Garside and Curtis with a series of 
facts about the petroleum industry's 
production in the past year. He docu
mented that refineries throughout the 
country are operating at 60 to 85 
percent capacity. Oil reserves currently 
held in U. S. refineries are greater now 
than last year. 

Evans accused the oil industry of 
artificially driving up prices, trying 
to force relaxation of environmental 
standards regulating air emiSSions 
and off-shore drilling, stampeding the 

start of construction on the Alaska 
pipeline, and driving independent gas 
dealers out of business. He called for 
an investigation of the oil industry, · 
suggesting it be named "Oilgate." 

The statement presented by Craig 
Honts pointed out that as long as oil 
is controlled by a few gigantic monop
olies, these monopolies will be manip
ulating supply and prices. "What is 
needed," Honts said, "is a new kind 
of voting, where the policies of Shell, 
Gulf, Arco, et al. are made not on the 
basis of profits for the rich, but on 
the basis of the needs of the majority 
of people. We need a system where 
everyone. gets a vote in those de
cisions." 

"Oil is too precious a resource; it 
affects the well-being of too many 
people to be controlled by a few 
wealthy businessmen. The oil com
panies should be expropriated with 
no indemnification and put under con
trol of the oil workers themselves." 

Some of the points the statement 
made were echoed in the discussion. 
Several members of the audience 
asked for copies of the statement, and 
also endorsed the campaign. 

CoDEL suit seeks bilingual voting in New York 
By EILEEN WELLS 
NEW YORK, July 2- Spanish-speak
ing voters and Ramon Velez, Demo
cratic candidate for city council, have 
filed suit in federal court here to force 
New York to provide Spanish-speak
ing personnel at polling places in all 
New York elections. 

_. 
By law, the persons who work at the 

polling places are appointed by the 
board of elections from lists compiled 
by committees of the Democratic and 
Republican parties. There is no re
quir.ement that these posts be filled by 
bilingual persons. . 

The current lawsuit is one of a series 
filed recently by the Committee for 
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Democratic Election Laws (CoDEL) 
and other legal groups attacking the 
failure of city~ and in this case the 
major parties- to adequately provide 
for the electoral participation of New 
York's one million Puerto Rican resi
dents. 

On June 19, lawyers for Democratic 
and Republican party leaders and for 
the board of elections argued before 
Judge Charles Stewart that there is 
no real need to appoint bilingual per
sonnel. And even if there were such 
a need, they claimed they could not 
find enough Spanish-speaking people 
who would want the job. 

To counter the arguments that bi-

lingual personnel are not needed, at
torney Paul Bleifer presented an affi
davit from Judy Baumann, CoDEL 
national secretary. The affidavit out
lined the ways voters are deprived of 
their rights because the inspector can't 
speak Spanish. 

Baumann cited examples of inter
ference with Spanish translators, 
failure of English-speaking inspectors 
to find Spanish names on the voter 
rolls because of their unfamiliarity 
with Spanish pronunciation, and .fail
ure of inspectors to advise Spanish
speaking voters of their right to get 
court orders to permit them to vote. 

The Migration Division of the Com-

monwealth of Puerto Rico, acting on 
behalf of the Spanish-speaking voters, 
also urged Judge Stewart to order 
the appointment of bilingual inspec
tors. 

"The times are such that bilingual 
people at all levels have become es-. 
sential," Stewart acknowledged at the 
June 19 meeting. However, he refused 
to order bilingual personnel for the 
primary election held June 26, because 
he said it would be impossible to im
plement such an order in the one week 
remaining before the election. 

The attorneys have refiled the suit 
to get bilingual personnel for all futUre 
elections, including the November 
mayoral contest. 
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New Teamster settlement 
aids Nixon's hold on wages 
By FRANK LOVELL 
Officials of the Teamsters union announced June 28 
that they had reached a new 33-month master 
freight contract with the trucking industry, effec
tive July 1. This is the latest in a long list of 
secretly negotiated wage settlements closely hewed 
to the guidelines of the Nixon administration. It 
follows the pattern of settlements in railroad, oil, 
rubber, electrical manufacturing, ·and the U.S. 
Postal Service. 

In the case of the Teamsters, wages are limited 
to an annual increase of about 7 percent (more 
than most others have gotten). The present hourty 
average of $6.16 will go up to $6.51 the first 
year. Thirty-eight cent raises will fall due in each 
of the last two years. Thus, the 400,000 drivers 
covered by the new agreement can expect to get 
a base rate averaging $7.27, per hour in 1976. 

Over-the-road drivers, paid by the mile at the 
present rate of 15.3 cents, will get another three
quarters of a cent in each of the first two years 
and one-half cent the third year, bringing their 
rate to 17.3 cents. Yearly earnings under this 
system average out to about the same as the hour
ly rate. 

A limited escalator clause allows for a three
cent maximum in each of the last two years if 
the present rate of increase in the spiraling cost 
of living continues. (The base pay rate includes 
an eight-cent cost-of-living ·guarantee that can be 
extended to no more than 11 cents, hence a pos
sible three-cent escalator.) 

Improvements in pension and health and wel
fare benefits amount to 15 cents an hour the first 
year and 12.5 cents in each of the remaining two 
years. This raises total payments of the employers 
for these benefits from 70 cents to $1.10. 

Drivers with 20 years on the job will get a fifth 
vacation week and an extra holiday in the final 
year of the agreement. 

Three independent trucking locals in Chicago 
announced agreement with the terms of the master 
contract negotiated by Teamster President Frank 
Fitzsimmons, thus ensuring there will be no strike 
to improve the settlement, as happened in 1970. 

The membership of the Teamsters union is ex
pected to vote in favor of the contract. It ·has 
already be~n unanimously endorsed by the 700-
member negotiating committee, which includes one 
representative from each of the locals covered. 

The employers, whatever the cost to them, ex
pect to reclaim money for the wage raise plus 
a little extra for handling charges. Before the con
tract was approved by their side, members of 
Trucking Employers Inc. applied to the Inter
state Commerce Commission for a stiff boost in 
freight rates. They are confident the Nixon ad
ministration will approve the higher rates when 
the current price freeze is lifted. This is part of 
the deal and if the rate-hike end of it fails, the 
Teamsters will then be asked to scale down wages 
accordingly. 

The' administration has 'given every indication 
that it approves of the deal as a whole. Secretary 
of Labor Peter Brennan congratulated Fitzsim
mons and the union bargaining committee on 
"a fine job," and an insider on Nixon's Cost of 
Living Council said the agreement "sounds good," 
according to the Wall Street Journal. 

These sources have reasons to be happy with 
the settlement. It conforms to their guideline of 
allowing wage increases of no more than 7 per
cent. This is far below the jump in overall con
sumer prices and lags sadly behind the out-of
sight increases in food prices. 

FITZSIMMONS AND NIXON: Teamster settlement fits 
Nixon scheme to drive down workers' standard of living. 

18 

The settlement makes a mockery of the esca
lator clause that many uni,ons are demanding. 
It accepts the basic proposition of the employers 
that profits and "economic stability" are decisive
not the needs of the workers. A genuine escalator 
clause would tie wages directly to rising prices 
in order to protect the standard of living of the 
workers. 

Implicit in the deal worked out by the major 
trucking firms, Fitzsimmons, and the Nixon ad
ministration, is the anticipated raise in freight rates. 
If the ICC should balk at this, Fitzsimmons 
is prepared to back down on the latest wage in
creases, just as he has in several previous instances 
when trucking firms have pleaded "financial dif
ficulty." 

This settlement is a special service to the Nixon 
administration, designed to impose a restrictive 
wage pattern on all workers. It is a disservice 
to the vast majority of the 2.1-million member 

Cleveland, April 1970. Teamsters demonstrated against 
unjust settlement. 

Teamsters union, most of whom average $4 an 
hour. A 7 percent raise for a worker getting $4, 
with no escalator clause to keep even that minimal 
wage fully abreast of rising prices, will not go 
far to feed a hungry family. 

These low-paid workers are the ones hurt most 
by this kind of a settlement. When trade-union of
ficials make deals for a minority of higher-paid 
workers to get raises according to percentage 
guidelines, the low-paid workers always get less. 

Most workers who earn $4 an hour or less 
are unorganized, and the union bureaucrats think 
these unorganized workers are not the respon
sibility of the trade-union movement. But there 
are more than 60 million of them, and only about 
21 million union members. If the welfare of the 
vast majority of the working class is not pro
tected by union policy, then the unions cannot 
survive the slashes in the standard of living caused 
by each new jump in prices. 

Teamster contracts covering farm workers in 
California accepted a wage scale of $2.30 an hour. 
And there is no prospect of fighting for higher 
wages under the Teamsters organizational struc
ture. 

Fitzsimmons has demonstrated his loyalty to 
the Nixon administration beyond the call of duty. 
In return, he is primarily concerned about union
contr?lled welfare funds, which he hopes will re
main immune from investigation by a grateful 
government. 

·Teamsters who work under the terms of the 
master freight contract will probably have oc
casion to demand that its wage provisions be 
lived up to by some of the trucking firms that 
will sign it. And those poorly paid members of 
the union. who are not covered by the master 
freight contract may get the idea that they de
serve a base rate of $7 an hour, not a mere 7 
percent raise. 

Whatever happens in the next three years, one 
sure thing is that this contract will not help Fitz
simmons much at the 1976 Teamster convention. 
The current contract will expire in March 1976, 
three months before the convention. Fitzsimmons 
hopes to come up with a similar deal at that time 
to ensure his reelection. He doesn't yet know it, 
but this is strictly a one-time deal. 

Trade-union 
women meet, 
in Midwest, 
discuss rights, 
problems 
By EILEEN BERLOW 
CHICAGO- A Midwest Conference of Women 
Trade Union Leaders held here June 30 drew more 
than 200 women staff members, officers, and t:ank
and-filers from 20 international unions and 18 
states. In the course of the conference, participants 
discussed their common problems, made plans 
for a continuing national organization, and called 
for a national meeting next year. 

Spokeswomen for the group were Catherin Con
roy of the international staff of the Communica
tions Workers of America; Addie Wyatt, director 
of women's affairs for the Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters; and Olga Madar, international vice-pres
ident of the United Au to Workers. 

The conference highlighted the fact that while 
organizations of women have been growing in 
recent years, trade-unio~ women generally have 
not had a framework within the union movement 
for exchanging information and planning action 
to fight problems that affect all women in the 
work force. 

The conference discussed the plight of some 30 
million unorganized women workers and the need 
to bring them into the mainstream of organized 
labor. The needs of welfare mothers and older 
women, and provisions for child care, equal pay, 
and upgrading the representation of women in 
union structures and policy making were also 
discussed. 

Participating in the conference were women from 
such unions as the United Auto Workers, Team
sters, United Farm Workers, United Steelworkers, 
American Federation of Teachers, and American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees (AFSCME). 

The previous week the Cleveland Council of 
Union Women held its first annual meeting. Twen
ty-three women from 10 unions came to hear re
ports on the council's progress and the perspec
tives for the coming year, as well as reports on 
activities in the different unions. 

Jean Tussey, an organizer for the International 
Typographical Union (ITU), was elected the new 
president of the council. 

Dorothy Sain, the outgoing president, is on the 
international executive board of the Newspaper 
Guild. She described how the group started last 
summer to work for labor support to the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

Frank King, head of the Ohio AFL-CIO, has 
been an outspoken opponent of the ERA and is 
credited for its defeat in the Ohio senate last spring. 

"We want to make it clear that Frank King 
and George Meany don't speak for us," said Sain. 

Members of the Cleveland Council of Union 
Women have introduced resolutions of support 
for the ERA in their unions and in the Cleveland 
Federation of Labor. They have testified before 
the Ohio legislature and demonstrated in support 
of the ERA, along with the more than 1,000 other 
women who came to the state legislature hearings 
last spring. 

Four Cleveland unions have endorsed the 
amendment: AFSCME Local 1746; the Brother
hood of Railway, Airline and Steamship Clerks; 
ITU Local 53; and the Cleveland Newspaper 
Guild. 

The council sent letters to all Cleveland union 
locals, urging them to support the ERA. It also 
reaffirmed its support for the United Farm Workers 
Union. 

Cele Carrigan, an international representative 
of the United Auto Workers, came from Detroit 
to give greetings. She pointed out that women 
unionists should give credit to the women's lib
eration movement for creating a climate in which 
women are finally being recognized for their tal
ents. 



Reviews of 
~Teamster 
Rebellion' 

Just off the press: Teamster Power by Farrell 
Dobbs (Monad Press, distributed by Pathfinder 
Press, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014, 
$2.95.) 

This book tells the story of a turning point 
in Teamster history- the 11-state over-the-road 
campaign that organized tens of thousands and 
led to the transformation of the Teamsters into 
the powerful union it is today. 

In the 1930s the Teamster Union was a weak 
craft union, limited mainly to milk, bakery, coal 
delivery, and transfer drivers in urban centers. 
The conservative national leadership of the Team
sters thought over-the-road truck drivers were not 
worth organizing. Farrell Dobbs, central strategist 
of this campaign to organize the "unorganizable," 
gives a step-by-step account of how it was ac
complished and of how the resistance and pes
simism of the national Teamster leadership was 
met and defeated. 

In the words of James Hoffa, who served as 
an organizer under Dobbs and later became 
Teamster general president: "I wouldn't agree with 
Farrell Dobbs's political philosophy or his eco
nomic ideology, but that man had a vision that 
was enormously beneficial to the labor movement. 
Beyond any doubt, he was the master architect 
of the Teamsters' over-the-road operations." 

Teamster Power is the sequel to Teamster Re
bellion (also available from Pathfinder Press, 
$2.25 ). In the year since its publication, Teamster 
Rebellion has been favorably reviewed in a wide 
range of newspapers and journals. The North 
Country Anvil, a magazine printed in Millville, 
Minn., commented that Teamster Rebellion is "an 
excellent account of the most pivotal events in 
the history of the city of Minneapolis- the Teamster 
strikes of the summer of 1934." 

In the Minneapolis Tribune, a reviewer wrote: 
''Most readers will be fascinated by this 'insider's' 
vivid account of these strikes which captured the 
attention of the nation and significantly influenced 
the course of American working class history." 

Minnesota History, journal of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, noted that in addition to being 
a crack teamster organizer, Dobbs is a revolu-

News from Pathfinder 
tionary socialist. "Most important of all, the book 
presents the personal sentiments and convictions 
of a Minneapolis worker and confirmed Trotskyite 
who saw the strike not simply as a means of 
attaining higher wages and union recognition but 
also as a further step in the continuing and in
evitable struggle between capital and labor. He 
has captured well the hopes, hatreds, and excite
ment of those turbulent days." 

Labor History, publication of the Tamiment 
Library of Labor History in New York City 
pointed out that Dobbs's "most important contri
butions to the historical record lie in his clear 
explication of the methods used to mobilize strikers 
and allies, the dynamics of the changing union 
tactics, and descriptions of the attitudes of the 
rank and file and their opponents at various 
junctures." 

In all, there have been more than 20 reviews 
and articles on Teamster Rebellion in United 
States publications. Teamster Power should 
receive comparable attention, as well as being 
valuable reading. -PEGGY BRUNDY 

Truc.k drivers bottle police during 1934 strike in Min
neapolis. 
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Help wanted, 
no longhairs 
need apply 

Several government agencies appear to be having 
some recruitment problems lately. The Central In
telligence Agency, for example, admits to a marked 
decline in job applicants since the Watergate scan
dal erupted. 

Ever optimistic, a CIA spokesman told reporters 
it was too early to say whether it was the Water
gate taint that was hampering their recruitment. 
He suggested instead that the decline might be 
due to "changing employment conditions in some 
parts of the country." Which parts, he didn't say. 

If that's the problem, the Army seems to have 
caught a double dose. Six months after the end 
of the draft, they have no idea where they're going 
to come up with the 160,000 recruits they need 
this year. 

It's not for lack of trying. They've put so much 
pressure on local recruiters that more than 100 
of them across the country have been relieved of 
duty for taking such shortcuts as falsifying police 
records, faking high school diplomas, and handing 
out crib sheets along with IQ tests. 

Money doesn't seem to work either. Anticipating 
the problems of staffing an all-volunteer Army, 
the Pentagon began a year ago to offer a bonus 
of $1,500 to combat volunteers- the first time 
they've had to resort to such a bonus since the 
Spanish-American War of 1898. In May, they 
even upped the ante to $2,500. No dice; they 
still fell 30 percent short. 

The National Guard isn't in quite such bad 

American Way of Life 
shape yet; they're only 58,000 men short. But 
with weekend warriors so hard to come by, most 
officers have had to learn to look the other way 
when regulations are ignored. Especially haircut 
regulations. 

As one commanding officer told a Wall Street 
Journal reporter, given the manpower shortage, 
there's no point in taking action against a man's 
hair unless it's "exceptionally gross," a category 
he declined to define. 

Shortage or no, some officers are having a hard 
time adapting to the new situation. Colonel John 
Lance of Fort Meade, Md., for example, still main
tains that no guardsman on his post is going to 
look '1ike Lassie or Wolfman." 

As a result, at least 30 men in his company have 
had to shell out $35 apiece for short-hair wigs. 

after trimming his wig. 

(New regulations permit guardsmen to substitute 
wigs for haircuts.) 

Even then, long-haired guardsmen's problems 
were far from over. Under military regulations, 
a soldier's hair cannot touch his ears or collar. 
Even some of the wigs didn't pass Colonel Lance's 
stiff inspection. 

Fort Meade Guardsman Joe Fahed reported he 
had to cut his wig until the lining was almost show
ing. Another guardsman passed only provisional
ly- on condition that he trim the side and back 
of his wig until it looked more like Colonel Lance's 
own crew cut. 

It doesn't look like the problem will just go away, 
either. Lieutenant Colonel Charles Kelly ("mad dog 
Kelly" to the men at Fort Meade) is even more 
open in his criticism of long-haired recruits. "The 
men aren't supposed to think," he said. "I say we 
should throw them out if they don't want to con
form to the regulations."- MICHAEL BAUMANN 

The Militant 
~not authorized' 
at U.S. prison 
A few weeks ago the "In Brier• column reported 
on a law suit on behalf of 82 federal prisoners 
to end mail censorship and restrictions. The brief 
filed by The National Prison Project of the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union lists complaints from 
each of the prisoners. These range from the open
ing and censoring of attorney-client correspondence 
to denying prisoners access to certain publications. 

Specific charges lodged against prison authori
ties include: refusing to forward prisoners' letters 
to "undesirable correspondents" such as the Black 
Panther Party or recently released prisoners; pro
hibiting mail from any political party other than 
Democratic and Republican parties; holding a pris
oner in segregation for more than 10 months be
cause of what officials termed "poison pen letters" 
and "radical ideas"; and refusing to send subscrip
tion requests and correspondence to radical papers, 
including The Militant. 

The suit maintains that these are violations of 
the U. S. Constitution. Censorship of publications 
is specifically a violation of the First Amendment. 
If the case is successful, it would become illegal 
for prisons to arbitrarily hold up, censor, or re
strict publications and correspondence. 

The importance of this case, and the blatant 
attack on constitutional rights it documents, was 
graphically illustrated for us last week when 37 
Militants to subscribers at the U. S. Penitentiary 
in Leavenworth, Kans. were returned marked "Not 
Authorized at U.S. Penitentiary." 

This is not the first such occurrence. Militants 
have been returned before from Leavenworth and 
prisoners there have made many complaints about 
delayed delivery and censorship. Our letters of 
protest to officials there have brought only am
biguous responses about "inflammatory" material. 

Leavenworth's warden, S. J. Britton, wrote us in 
May, "Any time that articles appear that would 
tend to inflame, incite or otherwise upset the order
ly activity of the institution, that particular issue 
will be denied and the inmate is so informed of it." 

Leavenworth is not the only offender. In New 
York, each state prison has a committee that op
erates under censorship guidelines, and its decision 
is subject to review by the Media Review Committee 

Militant Gets Around 
in Albany-a process that in itself may take from 
six to eight weeks. 

The Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, 
N.Y., has held up Militants several, times, supposed
ly under regulations prohipiting publications in
citing "hatred or disobedience towards law enforce
ment officers or prison personnel." 

Let's look at one issue of The Militant dated 
Jan. 26, 1973, that was judged improper under 
this rule. Assuming that this regulation applies 
to any critical mention of cops, we found at least 
three articles that the authorities at Clinton might 
be particularly interested in suppressing. One re
ported the formation of a coalition in Detroit to 
fight against police brutality. Another dealt with 
the repression at San Quentin following a two
day strike by prisoners there. And the "By Any 
Means Necessary" column that week exploded the 
myth of a nationwide plot to murder cops and 
characterized it as an excuse for stepping up at
tacks on the Black community. 

Rather than inciting ''hatred or disobedience," 
the criterion for censorship seems to be any truth
ful reporting of the brutal and racist attacks by 
police and of any actions taken by Blacks, inside 
or outside prison, to stand up for their rights. 

Hopefully, the ACL U suit will bring an end 
to this kind of arbitrary, unconstitutional censor-

ship. -NANCY COLE 

Militant/Michael Baumann 
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In Review 

TEAMSTER POWER 
Teamster Power by Farrell Dobbs. A Monad 
Press book distributed by Pathfinder Press 
(410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014}. 1973. 
255 pp. Paper $2-.95. Cloth $8. 95. 

Mention the International Brotherhood of Team
ste.rs today ·and you conjure up the image of on~ 
of the most corrupt and reactionary union bu
reaucracies around. You envision Teamster head 
Frank (''Watergate") Fitzsimmons loyally backing 
Nixon's wage controls, looting union pension 
funds hand-in-hand with mobsters, and conspiring 
with California agribusiness to smash the United 
Farm Workers. 

But the men and women who built the Team
sters union were altogether different from the self
serving hacks who rule it today. They were an
imated by different motives and their methods 
were the opposite of the class-collaboration, gang
sterism, treachery, and dictatorial misrule that are 
the hallmark of the Fitzsimmons 1gang. Teamster 
Power tells part of their story. 

In his earlier book, Teamster Rebellion (Monad 
Press, 1972), Farrell Dobbs recounted the hard
fought strikes in 1934 that won union recognition 
for General Drivers Local 57 4 in Minneapolis. On 
one side stood the militant workers who carried 
out an organizing drive that boosted 574's mem
bership from less than 100 to several thousand. 
Revolutionary socialists of the Communist League 
of America (forerunner of the Socialist Workers 
Party) were their central leaders. 

On the other side was the bosses' "Citizens AI-

Books 
liance," backed by the mayor and the cops. They 
were determined to keep Minneapolis an open
shop town, with low wages and miserable working 
conditions. 

Despite police violence, the arrest of union lead
ers, the imposition of martial law, red-baiting at
tacks, and duplicity by government mediators, 
Local 574 emerged victorious from the confron
tations. Its success was due to the application 
of class-struggle methods by the militant rank
and-file workers under the guidance of experienced 
Trotskyist leaders. 

Teamster Power tells how the methods of the 
1934 strikes were applied in a broader arena 
to . consolidate union. power in Minneapolis, ex
tend left-wing unionism throughout Minnesota and 
the North Central region, and carry out an 11-
state organizing campaign of over-the-road drivers. 

The campaign had as its goals recruiting thou
sands of previously unorganized long-distance 
drivers into the IBT, developing greater regional 
Teamster coordination to maximize the union's 
strength, and then forcing the employers to sign 
an area contract that would establish higher wages 
and better working conditions throughout the re
gion. 

The IB T officialdom held the same narrow craft-

DOBBS: 'Uniquely qualified to. 

the lessons of these events 
the over-the-road campaign.' 
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chronicle and draw 

. a key strategist of 

Labor rally in Minneapolis. Unlike Teamster officialdom today, which is cooperating with California growers in 

attempt to destroy the United Farm Workers Union, Minneapolis Teamsters Union in 1930s was characterized 

by union solidarity and support to struggles of the oppressed. 

union outlook as the rest of the AFL bureau
cracy and had never made a serious effort to 
organize the over-the-road haulers. They were con
tent so long as the dues payments kept coming 
in from workers in local trucking operations. 

The over-the-road campaign, which marked a 
step toward the industrial form of unionism, had 
to be spearheaded by left-wingers, and in par
ticular by Local 57 4, with its socialist leadership. 

The decisive test of strength in this effort came 
in a showdown with the trucking firms in Omaha 
that refused to sign the area contract. A bitterly 
fought strike that lasted from September 1938 
to February 1939 finally broke the Omaha bosses' 
resistance. 

The first area contract was the biggest contract 
ever negotiated by the IBT up to that time, in
volving more than 1700 companies and 17 5 
Teamster locals. Winning it was a brealfthrough 
for the IBT and an important step in transforming 
it into one of the most powerful unions in the 
country. 

The role of Farrell Dobbs 
Farrell Dobbs is uniquely qualified to chronicle 

and draw the lessons of these events. Because 
of his role in the 1934 strikes, he was elected 
an officer and staff director of Local 57 4. He 
was recognized as a key strategist of the over
the-road campaign, serving as secretary of the 
Teamsters' North Central Area Committee. After 
the victory of that campaign he joined the staff 
of general organizers of the IBT. 

Dobbs joined the Communist League of America 
during the 1934 strikes and has been a central 
leader of the Trotskyist movement since the late 
1930s. From this vantage point he is able to 
explain the role of Marxist militants in the tur
bulent events he describes, and the relation between 
the revolutionary party and the trade unions. 

When the Communist League members in Min
neapolis initiated the Teamster organizing drive 
hi 1933-34 as the first step toward building a 
left-wing in the unions, they were careful to avoid 
a premature confrontation with the bureaucrats 
over union posts. They developed a flanking tac
tic of putting forward their program for building 
the union and urging its adoption. 

They made it clear that their aim was to build 
a stronger union to advance the interests of all 
workers, not to "take over" the union for their 
own personal gain or factional advantage. Their 
primary fire was directed at the bosses, not the 
union leaders. 

They took advantage of any rifts in the bureau
cracy, any statements or actions that provided 
an opening to implement the class-struggle pro
gram, whether through official union structures 

or ad hoc bodies. 
Then, through the course of the 1934 strikes, 

the Trotskyists won recognition as the best fighters 
and real leaders. At the same time, those elected 
leaders who couldn't reconcile themselves to the 
new class-struggle policies became discredited. Af
terward the change in formal leadership was ac
complished with ease. 

Class-struggle unionism 
The functioning of Local 574 under Trotskyist 

leadership provides a model of union democracy 
and class-struggle methods. 

Local 57 4's structure was transformed to put 
the membership in control. General membership 
meetings with full democratic discussion were held 
every two weeks and had the highest policy-making 
authority. 

The primary leadership was the union executive 
board, elected every year, and the staff of full
time organizers. These organizers received the 
same pay as a working driver, and often less, 
since the union's treasury was usually low. 

Workers at each company elected a steward to 
act as direct union representative on the job. The 
job steward system created a broad layer of sec
ondary leadership in the union, as well as being 
the most effective way to see that contracts were 
enforced, grievances settled, and new workers re
cruited to the union. 

The union conducted an ·educational program 
that included classes in economics, labor history 
and politics, public speaking, strike strategy, and 
union structure and tactics. 

The class-struggle policies of Local 57 4 contrast 
sharply with the methods of the "labor statesmen," 
past and present. 

The careerist bureaucrats tell the workers they 
must take a "responsible" attitude toward the boss, 
who is entitled to a "fair" profit. They keep ne
gotiations under their own tight control and se
cret from the workers. They seek to avoid strikes 
at all costs, and jump at the first chance for a 
settlement. They are quick to include no-strike 
pledges in contracts and to submit grievances to 
arbitration. 

Not strike-happy 
Local 574 was not strike-happy, of course. But 

it knew the strike is an indispensable weapon of 
the working class and not to be surrendered. When 
a strike is necessary, it should be fought to win. 
That requires both a political strategy to mo
bilize the broadest possible support and close at
tention to every detail of technical preparation 
(commissary, hospital, strike newspaper, organi
zation of picketing) . 

Strike strategy cannot be effective without an 



understanding that the state apparatus is not, as 
popular myth would have it, "neutral" in labor 
disputes. Their experience had confirmed for the 
Minneapolis truck drivers that the cops, courts, 
and government labor boards represent not the 
"public" but the bosses. They can never be trusted 
to defend the workers' interests. 

Local 57 4 recognized that a contract merely 
codifies promises wrung from the bosses in the 
course of a struggle, and that constant vigilance 
is required to defend and extend the workers' gains. 
Thus short term contracts, generally of one-year 
duration, were preferred so that new gains won 

'Don't arbitrate' 
The victory of the Teamsters' 1938 over-the
road organizing campaign, led by left-wingers, 
transformed the functioning of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. In Teamster Power 
Dobbs describes some of its characteristics at 
the time when he was IBT general organizer in 
charge of over-the-road operations: 

"On every issue the IBT forces stood in full 
solidarity against the bosses and their stooges. 
Locals throughout the area had learned the val
ue of using their collective strength in defend
ing the workers' interests. As a result, fair and 
equitable internal relations prevailed in the 
union's over-the-road activities. Those involved 
tended to deal with one another in an open and 
above-board manner. 

"In this democratic atmosphere the union fight
ers became increasingly responsive to a class
struggle outlook. To help this trend along, I 
often used the parting injunction, 'Don't arbi
trate,' when we separated after a meeting. It 
was intended to drill into them an instinct to cling 
tenaciously to their freedom of decision, never 
letting it be taken from the union's hands by a 
so-called 'neutral party.' . 

"Another slogan was envoked when a local 
leader asked if the union could do one or an
other thing. My opening reply was usually: 
'You can do anything you're big enough to do.' 
Then we would discuss more concretely just 
how strong the union's position was in the given 
situation. This helped to instill in the workers a 
reflex tendency to think always in terms of using 
their class power." · 

by the workers could be registered more rapidly. 
Characteristic of the class-struggle policy was 

that the union concerned itself with far more than 
immediate wage and job issues affecting its mem
bers. It lent active support to all other unions; 
it sought to organize the unorganized; it fought 
in the interests of the oppressed against their op
pressors. 

For example, the AFL had no interest in the 
legions of unemployed, except to scorn them as 
potential strikebreakers. Local 57 4 took the op
posite view, doing everything possible to help the 
unemployed. To this end it organized the "Federal
Workers Section" of the local, which included the 
unemployed and workers on the federal "make
work" projects like the Works Project Administra
tion. The Federal Workers Section led mass ac
tions to win improvements in the public welfare 
system, to the point that Minneapolis provided 
the highest ·personal budget to persons on relief 
of any city in the country. It also organized the 
unemployed to support strikes. 

Local 57 4 also developed a working relation
ship with the small farmers, whom the govern
ment and employers often attempted to pit against 
the truckers during a strike. Another aspect of 
its activities was building the Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense, which helped defend victims of ruling
class justice. 

The baHie with Tobin 
The aggressive campaign to strengthen left-wing 

unionism ran into obstacles not only from the 
bosses, but also from the IBT bureaucracy, headed 
by Daniel Tobin. In mid-1935 Tobin expelled 
Local 574 from the IBT, set up a bogus "Local 
500," and approached the Minneapolis bosses with 
offers to sign contracts with a "responsible" union. 
Dobbs's account of the year-long battle that finally 
forced Tobin to back down is rich in lessons about 
how revolutionists in the unions can fight the bu
reaucracy's attempts to isolate them. 

Local 574's readmission, in the form of a merg-
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er with "Local 500" to form Local 544, cleared 
the way for a full-scale drive to "Make Minneap
olis a Union Town," and to further broaden the 
left-wing forces. 

Again a variant of the flanking tactic was em
ployed in relation to the Tobin bureaucracy. The 
fundamental concepts of the over-the-road cam
paign were promoted by Local 544 and throu_gh 
the Northwest Organizer, the official organ of the 
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council. It became, 
in effect, the public voice of the class-struggle left
wing. In January 1937, the North Central Dis
trict Drivers Council was formed to begin estab
lishing Teamster power throughout the region. 

Although Tobin ordered the NCDDC dissolved 
in January 1938, the momentum it had generated 
forced him to set up the North Central Area Com
mittee to carry through the campaign under of
ficial IBT auspices. 

Revolutionary party 
A theme that runs throughout Teamster Power 

is the indispensable role of the revolutionary party. 
The successes of Local 574 and its ability to spear
head the expansion and transformation of the 
IB T were far from accidental occurrences. They 
were based on the leadership provided by the 
cadres of a Leninist party, who had assimilated 
the lessons of Marxism and the experiences of 
the workers movement over decades, and who 
could apply their ideology in the specific con
ditions of the day to formulate policies that could 
move the union forward. 

The party members in Local 574 met regularly 
as an organized fraction to discuss policies to 
be advanced in the union. Their work both in 
the mass movement and in recruiting to the party 
was facilitated by sales of the party's national 
weekly, The Militant. In addition, they had the 
benefit of guidance from the party's national lead
ership, which was consulted on all crucial ques
tions. In particularly critical situations national 
party leaders went to Minneapolis to help out 
directly. 

Dobbs writes: "Revolutionists always strive to 
win supporters among those with whom they are 
associated, wherever that may be. In broad or
ganizations such as trade unions, their efforts as
sume dual forms. On the one side, socialist mil
itants involve themselves as fighters in support 
of the immediate aims of the masses. On the other, 
they also approach such activity as political work, 
using the lessons of the conflict to recruit new 
members into the revolutionary party. This dual
ity, in turn, serves to strengthen ·class-struggle 
influences among the masses generally,_ as con
ditioned by the given objective trends." 

The period covered by Teamster Power includes 
many key turning points in the development of 
the revolutionary party. The Communist League 
of America, the initial Trotskyist nucleus, fused 
with the American Workers Party (led by A.J. 
Muste) to form the Workers Party. Not long after, 
the members of the Workers Party joined the So
cialist Party to make contact with a growing left
wing movement. Then in 1937 the Trotskyists 
were expelled from the SP- more than twice as 

Union rally during 1934 Teamsters strike 

strong as when they entered it- and formed the 
Socialist W orkerl' Party. The book ends at the 
point when Farrell Dobbs left his position on the 
IB T staff to become national labor secretary of 
the SWP. 

Throughout this period the activities of the 
Trotskyists in the Teamsters union won respect 
and many new members for the party not only 
in Minneapolis but throughout the country. The 
publication of Teamster Power gives today' s rev
olutionary youth an opportunity to study and 
learn from this important chapter in our history. 

But Teamster Power is more than history. It 
is a handbook for class-struggle action in the 
unions that will be invaluable for the young work
ers whose job it will be to transform the Team
sters and all other unions into fighting instru
ments that can take up where the labor upsurge 
of the 1930s left off. 

The question naturally arises upon reading 
Teamster Power, How was the powerful fighting 
left-wing it describes tamed or destroyed in the 
process of creating the IBT we know today? For 
that story we will have to wait for the third and 
concluding volume of these "reminiscences of a' 
participant in the labor upsurge of the 1930s." 

-ANDY ROSE 

How 57 4 helped welfare mothers 
The Federal Workers Section of Local 574 was 
organized to help unemployed workers fight 
for their rights. Then as now, the welfare depart
ment did everything in its power to harass and 
humiliate women on welfare. Teamster Power 
quotes from the recollections of Marvel Scholl 
about the Federal Workers Sections' efforts to 
help women receiving Aid to Dependent Children 
(ADC) grants: 

"ADC recipients were subjected to more harass- · 
ment than regular relief clients. While they re
ceived no grant for their own livelihood, they 
were not allowed to work if they were under the 
program. Any evidence of a man's residence in 
the home was cause for immediate withdrawal 
of the grant. ADC investigators were known to 
arrive in the middle of the night, trying to catch 
a man in the mother's bed; they searched the 
homes for male clothing, pipes, etc. 

"Another organization in Minneapolis, which 
worked closely with the ADC, was a private 
'charity' known as the Children's Protective As-

sociation. Its main aim in life was to break up 
families, especially of women on ADC. When 
their· agents got their hands on a woman
through the ADC mostly- they prowled 
the neighborhood, interviewed neighbors and 
tradespeople, built their case and then hauled 
the mother into court to take her children away 
from her. 

"Our members always brought these cases to 
us. We had one cardinal rule. We made our own 
investigation, basing our findings always on 
what was best for the children. And our mem
bers knew and understood this from the first. 

"Then we would appear in court with the mem
ber .... 

"In every case in which we appeared for one 
of our members formal custody was awarded 
to a representative of the union and we placed 
the child in the 'foster home' of its mother. Many 
tragedies were prevented this way. Farrell and I, 
for example, were at one time jointly and sepa
rately guardians for 14 children." 
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... goons 
Continued from page 3 

From the Arvin-Lamont area the 
grape harvest moves on to Fresno 
and Delano. The 1970 UFW contracts 
there expire on July 29. Until 
recently it was expected that if the 
strikebreaking effort was successful in 
Coachella, the growers in Delano and 
Fresno would follow suit and sign 
with the Teamsters. It is now reported 
that the Delano and Fresno growers 
are having discussions with both the 
Teamsters and the UFW. 

Continued from page 3 
rior quality of non- UFW grapes. 

According to the Reverend John 
Bank, A&P in Chicago has responded 
to pressure from the boycott to the 
extent that they say they will buy 
UFW label grapes first and buy other 
grapes only if UFW grapes are not 
available. 

The effectiveness of the boycott in 
Chicago was confirmed July 4 by As
sociated Press, which reported "reduced 
demand and lower prices" for grapes 
on sale there. AP also reported that 
two of the four major wholesalers in 
Chicago are now handling only UFW 
grapes. 

Both in Los Angeles and San Fran
cisco pickets are reportedly turning 
several thousand shoppers away from 
Safeway supermarkets each week. 

Other reports indicate that a num
ber of major chain stores in Boston, 
Philadelphia, and New York are re
specting the boycott. 

Here in Coachella grapes are piling 
up because of the lower demand. The 
refrigeration facilities of the H. & M. 
Tenneco Company are ·filled to ca
pacity with 60,000 boxes of scab 
grapes. 

This couldn't be happening to a 
more deserving group. Though not 
yet defeated, these wealthy growers 

are finding out that even with the 
help of Teamster bureaucrats the de
struction of the UFW isn't going to 
be a pushover. 

... France 
Continued from page 5 
to stop them from selling the paper. 

As of today, Krivine and Rousset 
are still in prison. On July 5, Krivine 
was interrogated for seven hours 
about his role in the planning of the 
June 21 protest demonstration outside 
the fascist meeting. Krivine was out 
of town at the time of the demonstra
tion but is charged with responsibility 
for injuries to the police that occurred 
in the course of the demonstration. 

Krivine's attorney, Yves Jouffa, told 
the press, "I believe that the 'antiwreck
er' law, which was used to jail my 
client, is contrary to the principles of 
the French penal code." 

... c:l«:)llar 
Continued from page 7 

In order to cool off the economy 
and reduce the inflation, the Federal 
Reserve has adopted "tight money" pol
icies. These are designed to restrict 
the amount of money available for 
credit, to drive up interest rates, and 
to dampen business borrowings for 
expansion. 

So far this has helped to drive the 
prime interest rate-the rate at which 
banks lend to their most dependable 
corporate customers- up to 8 percent, 
a "crisis" level in its own right. The 
last "credit crunch" in this country in 
1970 brought the collapse of the Penn 
Central Railroad and a severe panic 
in banking circles. 

So far this year, however, business 
expansion is continuing at a high rate 
according to Business Week, and inter
est rates could still go much higher. 
Eventually, however, "Reduced credit 
flow is a sure way to slow the econo-
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my," Business Week adds . 
The result will be production cut

backs and the throwing of hundreds 
of thousands of workers out of jobs. 

Tears on the subject are already 
being politely shed in certain circles. 
"Whether or not the expected slowing 
of the pace of business reaches the 
proportions of a 'recession,'" writes 
New York Times economic reporter 
H. Erich Heinemann, "there seemed 
little doubt that a slowdown would hit 
most heavily those who have benefited 
least from the boom: the unskilled, the 
young, and blacks, who even today 
are continuing to suffer from high 
rates of unemployment." 

But Heinemann knows very well that 
recessions always work this way and 
that higher unemployment is precisely 
what the ruling class counts on to 
stabilize the dollar. 

It is unclear to what extent the Fed
eral Reserve is actually engaging in 
swap operations. These could be con
ducted secretly. 

In the long run, however, swap 
credit can only substitute increased 
world inflation for temporary relief 
from the danger of world recession. 
The foreign currencies are pumped 
into the world monetary system to 
shore up the dollar. U.S. inflation 
is thus "exported" to the strong cur
rency countries. This has an im
m·ediate world inflationary impact. 

Even though the New York Times 
recommended swaps, it stated editori
ally July 8, "This course is ... 
fraught with danger since, if it failed, 
it would pile up still greater liquidity 
in the world and intensify inflation
ary pressures." 

More and more the United States, 
like the capitalist world as a whole, 
is resorting to inflationary policies to 
overcome economic contradictions. 
That is why the fight against infla
tion, centered on the demand for cost
of-living escalator clauses in union 
contracts, and in Social Security, wel
fare, and unemployment benefits, is a 
key part of the struggle to protect 
workers' standard of living. 

... Wgate 
Continued from page lS 

Among the papers Nixon wants to 
keep secret at all costs are documents 
relating to the 1970 spy plan, notes 
on discussions with John Dean, news 
briefings prepared for the president by 
his staff, and all material on Water
gate in the files of H. R. Haldeman, 
John Dean, and John Ehrlichman. 

The crisis has reached the point 
where Senate Majority Whip Robert 
Byrd (D-W. Va.) told reporters there 
may be "a situation where the. Presi
dent could no longer govern." Quoted 
in the July 9 New York Daily News, 
Byrd said he thought the likelihood 
of Nixon resigning "is probably great
er than the possibility of impeach
ment." 

And Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield (D-Mont.) said July 10 that 
he opposed impeachment but added 
in the same breath, "We have to dif
ferentiate between the man and the 
office-the institution is what counts." 

The Meaning ol 
the Vietnam 

' Accords 
bY Barry Sheppard 
and Dick Roberts 
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Baston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant labor Forum, 655 Atlantic Ave., 
Third Floor, Boston, Mass. 02111. Tel: SWP-(617) 482-8050, YSA
(617) 482-8051; Issues and Activists Speaker's Bureau (IASB) and Re
gional Committee- (617) 482-8052; Pathfinder Books- (617) 338-8560. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood
ward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-6135. 

East Lansing: YSA, Second Floor Offices, Union Bldg. Michigan State 
University, East lansing, Mich. 48823. 

MI. Pleasant, YSA, P. 0. Box 98, Warriner Hall, CMU, MI. Pleasant, 
Mich. 48858. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA, and labor Bookstore, 
1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin) Second Floor, Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 
332-7781. 

St. Cloud: YSA, c/o Atwood Center, St. Cloud State College, St. Cloud, 
Minn. 56301. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities Office, U of Mis
souri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill Road, Kansas City, Mo. 6411 0. 

St. Louis: YSA, P.O. Box 8037, St. louis, Mo. 63156. Tel: (314) 371-
1503. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Portsmouth: YSA, P. 0. Box 479, Durham, N.H. 
03824. 

NEW JERSEY: Central New Jersey: YSA, c/o Bill Balderston, Box 445, 
Woodbridge, N.J. 07095. Tel: (201) 634-3076. 

NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: YSA, c/o Kathy Helmer, 9920 Leyen
decker Rd. N. E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87112. Tel: (505) 296-6230. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o laura Grunberg, Box 2179, Mohican 
Hall, l~dian Quad 1400, Washington Ave. SUNY, Albany, N.Y. 12203. 
Binghamton: YSA, Box 1073, Ha~pur College, Binghamton, N.Y. 13901. 

Tel: (607) 798-4142. 
Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 lawrence St. (at Willoughby), Brooklyn,. 

N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849. 
Long Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, l.l., N.Y. 11575. Tel: (516) 

FR9-0289. 
New York City-City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broadway (4th St.), 

Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: (212) 982-4966. 
Lower MonhoHon: SWP, YSA, and Merit Bookstore, 706 Broadway 

(4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: SWP, YSA- (212) 
982-6051; Merit Books- (212) 982-5940. 

OHIO: Bawling Green: YSA, Box 27, U. Hall, Bowling Green State 
University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402. 

Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C.R. Mitts, P.O. Box 32084, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45232. Tel: (513) 381-2897. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44103. 
Tel: SWP-(216) 391-5553, YSA-(216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Daryl Drabnick, 1510 Georgesville Rd., Colum
bus, Ohio, 43228. Tel: (614) 878-5297. 

Toledo: YSA, c/o Shannon O'Toole, 1606 Freeman St., *2, Toledo, 
Ohio 43606. Tel: (419) 472-2592. 

Yellow Springs: YSA, Antioch College Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio 
45387. 

OREGON: Eugene: YSA, c/o Mary Pauli, 1195 Tyler, Eugene, Ore. 
97402. Tel: (503) 344-5525. 

Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, Filth Floor, Portland, Ore. 
97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State College, Edinboro, 
Po. 16412. 

Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 1004 Filbert St. (one block north of Mar
ket), Philadelphia, Po. 19107. Tel: (215) WAS-4316. 

SOUTH DAKOTA: Sioux Falls: YSA, c/o Deb Rogers, 2309 S. 4th St., 
Sioux Falls, S. Oak. 57105. Tel: (605) 332-4654. 

TENNESSEE: Nashville: YSA, 1214 17th Ave. S., Nashville, Tenn. 
37212. Tel: (615) 292-8827. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, SWP, Militant Bookstore, Harriet Tubman Hall, 
1801 Nueces, Austin, Texas 78701. Tel; (512) 478-8602. 

Houston: SWP, YSA, and Pathfinder Books, 3311 Montrose, Houston, 
Texas 77006. Tel. (713) 526-1082. 

Son Antonio: YSA, c/o P. 0. Box 774, San Antonio, Texas 78202. 
UTAH: Logon: YSA, P. 0. Box 1233, Utah State University, logan, Utah 

84321. 
Salt Lake City: YSA, Student Activities Center, University of Utah, Salt 

lake City, Utah 84112. 
VERMONT: Burlington: YSA, c/o John Franco, 241 Malletts Bay Ave., 

Winooski, Vt. 05404. 
WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP and YSA, 1345 ESt. N.W., Fourth Floor, 

Wash., D.C. 20004. Tel: SWP-(202) 783-2391; YSA-(202) 783-2363. 
WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, c/o Dean W. Johnson, 1718 A St., 

Pullman, Wash. 99163. 
Seattle: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N. E., 

Seattle, Wash.- 98105. Hrs. 11 a. m.-8 p.m., Mon.-Sat. Tel: (206) 523-
2555. 

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, c/o James levitt, 411 W. Gorham St., 
Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 257-2835. 



Calendar 
AnANTA 

SOCIAUST SUMMER SCHOOL. Seminars related to 
classes on Transitional program, National question, 
Chinese revolution. Sat., July 21, and Sun., July 22. 
Sessions at Militant Bookstore, 6B Peachtree St. N. W., 
Third Floor. Ausp: Socialist Workers Party. For more 
irlormation call(404) S23-061 0. 

AusnN 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Classes at Harriet Tub
man Hall, lBO I Nueces. Ausp: Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialist Alliance. For more information 
call (S 12) 478-8602. 

Tues., July 17, and Thurs., July 19, 7:30 p.m.: The 
permanent revolution. Teacher: Evelyn Sell. 

BROOKLYN 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Series on the Leninist 
conception af the party. Classes at 136 Lawrence St. 
(downtown}. SOc per session. Ausp: Socialist Workers 
Party and Young Socialist Alliance. For more informa
tion call (212) S96-2849. 

Wed., July 18, 7:30 p.m.: Democracy and the revo
lutionary party. Teacher: Jay Ressler. 

CHICAGO 
SUPPORT MEmNG FOR THE FARM WORKERS. Film 
showing: Si Se Puede. Speakers: Gustava Gutierrez, 
United Farm Workers Union organizer; Willie Bar
raws, Operation PUSH; Ernie De Maio, United Electrical 
Workers. Fri., July 20, 7 p.m. YWCA, 37 S. Wabash. 
For more 'info(mation call (312) 939-ST20 or (3T2) 
64T-OT47. 

CLEVELAND 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Classes at Debs Hall, 
4420 Superior Ave. For more information call (2T6) 
39T-SSS3. . 

Thurs., July 19, 7 p.m.: A strategy for revolutionary 
youth. 

HOUSTON 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Socialism in America. 
Series of classes held Sundays, 3 p.m., 33TI Montrose. 
Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance. SOc per session. For 
more information caii(7T3) S26-T082. 

Sun., July 22: Radicalization of the '60s and the 
revolutionary party. 

LOS ANGELES 
WHAT IS BEHIND THE MOSCOW-WASHINGTON DE
TENTE? THE MEANING OF THE BREZHNEV VISIT. 
Speaker: Barry Sheppard, national organization sec
retary of the Socialist Workers Party. Fri., July 20, 
8 p.m. 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave., Third Floor. Do
nation: ST, h.s. students SOc. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information caii(2T3)464-97S9. 

NEW YORK CITY 
VIVA LA HUELGAI Hear Dolores Huerta, vice-presi
dent of the United Farm Workers Union, speaking on 
the UFW: A STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL. Fri., July 27, 
8 p.m. St. Gregory's Churt:h, 144 W. 90th St. (between 
Amsterdam and Columbus avenues.) Donation: ST. 
Sponsored by Brooklyn, Upper West Side, and lower 
Manhattan Militant Forums. For more information call 
(212)982-4966. 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Classes held at 706 
Broadway (near W. 4th St.), Eighth Floor. SOc per 
session. For more information call (2T2) 982-60Sl. 

Wed., July 18, 8 p.m.: Stalinism in Vietnam. Teacher: 
George Johnson. 

a Marxist 
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NEW YORK: UPPER WEST SIDE 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Series on the Leninist 
concept of the party. Classes at 2744 Broadway (near 
T OSth St.}. SOc per session. For more information call 
(2T2)663-3000. 

Wed., July T8, 6:30 p.m.: Democr11tic centralism. 
Teacher: Cliff Canner. 

PHILADELPHIA 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Classes held at 1004 
Filbert St. (one black north of Market}. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. SOc per 
session. For more information call (2TS) WAS-43T6. 

Thurs., July 19, 7 p.m.: Seminar on Spanish Civil 
War. 

SAN DIEGO 
THE BLOODY REruRN OF JUAN PERON. Speciker: 
Virginia Garza, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., July 
20, 8 p.m. 4635 El Cajon Blvd. Donation: ST, h. s. 
students SOc. Come early and browse in the bookstore. 
For more information call (7T4)280-T292. 

SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Classes held Wed
nesdays, 8 p.m., 4635 El Cajon Blvd. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. For more 
information call (7T4)280-T292. 

Wed., July 18: Theory of permanent revolution. 

SEAffiE 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Introduction to Marxism. 
Classes held Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., Militant Bookstore, 
5257 University Way N. E. 25c per session. Ausp: 
Socialist Workers Party, Young Socialist Alliance, 
Young Socialists for Honts. For more information call 
(206) S23-2SSS. 

Thurs., July 19: The current radicalization: events 
sinceWW II. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
THE SWP ON THE AIR. listen to Theodore Edwards, 
spokesman far the Socialist Workers Party, on his 
weekly radio program, 2 p.m. every Saturday, KPFK
FM, 90.7. 

TWIN CinES 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CAMPAIGN RALLY. 
Speakers: Jane VanDeusen, SWP candidate for mayor 
of Minneapolis; Martha Semerad, steward in AFSCME 
local TT64; Jeanne Stevens, SWP candidate for Min
neapolis school board. (Young Socialist Alliance will 
sponsor dinner at 6:30 p.m., $1.) Sat., July 21, 8 
p.m. I University Ave. N. E., Mpls. Donation: ST. (Pe
tition drive to gather mare than S,OOO signatures Ia 
put socialist candidates an ballot will begin Monday, 
July 23. All those able to help in this effort should 
contact SWP campaign headquarters.) Far mare infor
mation call (612) 332-7781. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
THE ENERGY CRISIS. Speakers: Sam Love, coordinator 
Environmental Action; Wilson Clark, energy consultant; 
Eric Martel, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
school board; Jim Ridgeway, author of Last Play and 
contributor to Village Voice and Ramparts. Fri., July 
20, 8 p.m. T345 ESt. N. W., Fourth Floor. Donation: 
ST, h.s.students SOc· Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information caii(202)783-239T. 

SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Series on Founding 
and early history of Fourth International. Classes held 
Monday evenings, 8 p.m. Special weekend session, 
Sat., July 21, TT a.m. and 2 p.m.: Early history of 
Fourth International. Teacher: Will Reissner. 1345 E 
St. N. W., Fourth Floor. Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance 
and Socialist Workers Party. For more information 
coli (202)783-239T. 
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Hum 
SOcialism 
George Novack 

Are humanism and socialism antithetical? Is Marxism equipped 
to deal with questions such as the meaning of life? Or is Marxist 
theory valid only for social and economic analysis? These are some 
of the questions that have been debated by such prominent figures 
as Jean-Paul Sartre, Roger Garaudy, and Leszek Kolakowski. 

Humanism and Socialism is a major contribution by an Ameri
can Marxist to this international discussion. George Novack outlines 
the challenge directed at Marxist theory by existentialists like Sartre, 
positivists like Karl Popper, and reformist humanists like Erich 
Fromm. Index, 160 pp. Cloth $6.95, paper $2.25 
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ClEVELAND--------------------~ 

Campaign Banquet 
and Bally 

SATURDAY, JUl V 21. Refreshments 6 p.m.; Dinner 7 p.m.; Rally 8 p.m. Speaker: 
ROBERTA SCHERR, Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of Cleveland, 
on "Who Rules Cleveland?" Tickets: $4, students $3; Rally only, $1. Debs Hall, 
4420 Superior, Cleveland. Telephone: (216) 391-5553. 

Write for our 1973 catalog of books and pamphlets and order a 
bundle for distribution in your city: PATHFINDER PRESS, INC., 
410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

Sell The 
Militant 
Help The Militant get around by 

taking a regular weekly bundle to 
sell on your campus, at your job, 
or near where you live. The cost 
is 12.5 cents each, and we bill 
you at the end of each month. 
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other 
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10014 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes
day noon, two dc:~ys preceding publica
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. . 

23 



THE MILITANT 

Puerto Rican strikers 
defy National ouard 

_ Claridad 

Striking firemen in Puerto Rico confront National Guard. Firemen, defying a court order to end the strike, said they will 
,return to work 'when the government does us justice.' 

By MIRTA VIDAL , 
JULY 11-Thousands of workers 
demonstrated today in San Juan to 
protest the mobilization of the Nation
al Guard against striking firemen and 
electrical workers. Governor Rafael 
Hernandez Col6n called out the N a
tiona! Guard when a wave of major 
strikes swept Puerto Rico several days 
ago. 

The strike by 1,350 firemen through
out the island continued into its eighth 
day, with the National Guard still 
operating the fire fighting facilities. 
The firemen yesterday defied a court 
order to end the strike. The union 
leaders have gone into hiding, and 
police have not been able to serve 
them with contempt of court citations. 

United Firemen's Union president 
Vicente Melendez Borgez urged work
ers to stay off the job. "We will re
turn when the government does us jus
tice," he said. 

The firemen are asking for an in
crease in pay, which now starts at 
$385 a month, a reduction in the 
workweek, and improved working con
ditions. They stress, however, that a 
wage increase is secondary to their 
demand for better equipment and in
creased personnel for the antiquated 

and inefficient fire department. 
A six-day strike by the 7,000-mem

ber Electrical Workers Union that be
gan July 5 left much of the island 
without electricity or running water. 
Yesterday, the governor announced 
that a settlement had been reached, 
that the workers would return to work 
immediately, and that the National 
Guard would leave the installations 
of the government-owned Electrical 
Company, which they have occupied 
for several days. However, the work
ers have so far rejected the settlement. 
Many of them have not gone back to 
work, and the National Guard was 
called back to the power plants today. 

The electrical workers are demand
ing a cut in the workweek from 40 to 
35 hours and increased sick leave 
and vacation benefits. 

An eight-day strike by sanitation 
workers in San Juan ended July 9. 

On July 7, a major confrontation oc
curred when the National Guard at
tempted to break through picket lines 
at the main fire house in Santurce, 
a few miles from San Juan. Several 
people were injured when the guards
men fired tear gas and shots into the 
crowd of strikers and their supporters. 

The capitalist press in Puerto Rico 

launched a campaign to turn public 
sentiment against the striking workers. 
Acts of sabotage in some power plants 
were played up in order to justify the 
mobilization of the 3,300 National 
Guards. 

An editorial in the July 10 issue of 
the San Juan daily El Nuevo Dia, 
headlined "The Defense of the People," 
condemned the workers for "abandon
ing their duties in declaring the strike." 
The editorial hailed the mobilization 
of the National Guard as "an act of 
very legitimate self-defense carried out 
by the people through their Governor," 
and charged that the strikes were pro
voked by "a small but militant group" 
of leaders influenced by "foreign ideol
ogies." 

Hernandez Col6n congratulated the 
National Guard troops, adding that 
"without you, the people would be de
fenseless." 

Today's demonstration included a 
four-hour stoppage and a march to 
the governor's mansion, where a vigil 
was scheduled to last until midnight. 
The action was called at a meeting 
of labor leaders representing a num
ber of unions, including the Team
sters, Food and Restaurant employees, 
Boilermakers, the National Workers 

Union, and the Puerto Rican Work
ers Union. 

A spokesperson for the group stated 
that "the intervention by the National 
Guard is an attempt by the govern
ment to destroy the Puerto Rican labor 
movement." The group threatened to 
call a general strike starting tomorrow 
if the National Guard is not called 
back. 

NEW YORK, July 9-Nearly 150 
demonstrators protested here today 
against the calling out of the Nation
al Guard against striking public em
ployees in Puerto Rico. The demon
stration was held in front of the 
Migrant Division of the Common
wealth of Puerto Rico's Department of 
Labor. Spirited chants in Spanish and 
English blamed the attacks on liberal 
governor Rafael Hernandez Col6n 
and expressed support for the strikers. 

Called by the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party, the demonstration included 
members of the Socialist Workers Par
ty, the Young Socialist Alliance, the 
Communist Party, Youth Against War 
and Fascism, El Comite, Puerto Rican 
Revolutionary Workers Organization, 
Center for Cuban Studies, and the 
Progressive Workers Party. Norman 
Oliver, Socialist Workers Party can
didate for mayor, and Richard Ariza, 
SWP candidate for city council from 
Manhattan, were among the marchers. 

In a press statement distributed to 
the demonstrators, Oliver said, "I urge 
that all unions in New York City con
demn these attacks on the right of 
public employees to strike. I also urge 
that all other candidates for mayor 
denounce this attack on Puerto Rican 
workers." 

July 9 picket line in New York City sup
ports strikers in Puerto Rico. Sign reads: 
'The workers will defeat the National 
Guard.' 

Teamster goons forced to withdraw 
support for grape strike grows/3 




