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In Brief 
DOMINICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS ON STRIKE: 
May 16 is the date of elections coming up in the Domini
can Republic. To assure his victory, Joaquin Balaguer, 
who heads the present dictatorship, has initiated a sys
tematic campaign of repression against all opposition 
groups. According to Tricontinental News Service, this 
includes the reappearance of the infamous assassination 
squads. 

On April 28, 150,000 people mobilized in the Domini
can Republic to demand an end to the repression and the 
freedom of political prisoners, according to the news ser
vice. 

In another development, 300 political prisoners through
out the country's prison system went on a hunger strike 
May 1. They are demanding their unconditional liberty 
and the right to return for all Dominicans forced into exile 
because of their opposition to the Balaguer regime and its 
U.S. backers. 

The United Committee for Political Prisoners in the 
Dominican Republic has urged people to send letters of 
support to the hunger strikers. To do so, write El Na
cional, Av. San Martin 236, Santo Domingo. Copies of 
these messages should be sent to the United Methodist 
Office of the United Nations, 777 UN Plaza, New York, 
N.Y. 10017. 

U.S. BANS EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGN STUDENTS: 
Making the hypocritical claim that its action would help 
young Americans, particularly minority youth and Viet
nam veterans, to· find jobs, the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service has ruled that foreign students 
will not be permitted to accept summer employment. This 
prohibition had already been in effect during the school 
term. Foreign students have to document their ability to 
finance themselves without employment during the aca
demic term to obtain visas to enter the country. Before 
this recent decision, however, foreign students were per
mitted to seek summer employment. 

Due to the high cost of living and rising cost of educa
tion, many of the estimated 150,000 foreign students in 
the U.S. have been forced to work illegally. Because 
of the precarious position this places them in, employers 
have been able to take advantage of them- paying very 
low wages for some of the dirtiest jobs. 

This latest ruling will only compound the problems 
faced by foreign students. 

DUKE POWER COMPANY REBUFFED BY NLRB: The 
United Mine Workers union has been battling the East
over Mining Company, a subsidiary of Duke Power Com
pany, for more than 10 months. Duke Power has consis
tently refused to recognize the national contract of the 
UMW in its Brookside, Ky., coal mine. 

Last November, Duke Power broke off negotiations 
with the. UMW, claiming that the union was using "unfair 
labor practices." This absurd charge was based on the 
fact that the Brookside miners refused to accept any con
tract other than the UMW's national one, which 120,000 
other coal miners work under. 

When the UMW presented the National Labor Relations 
Board with the charge that Duke Power Company was 
bargaining in bad faith last year, the board dismissed 
it without a hearing. However, the company's absurd 
counter-charge was given a hearing last January in Har
lan County. 

But after hearing the testimony, the NLRB dismissed 
all the company's charges and essentially leveled the same 
charges at Duke Power. Unfortunately, this was done 
only rhetorically. 

Nevertheless, the NLRB decision will, as UMW orga
nizer Houston Elmore told The Militant in a phone in
terview, help "force Duke Power back to the negotiating 
table." 

UFW GETS BADLY NEEDED FUNDS: A representative 
of the Hispanic-American Advisory Committee of the 
United Methodist Church presented the United Farm Work
ers union with a check for $25,000 at a prayer service 
honoring farm workers held in Los Angeles recently. 
The gift was received by UFW President Cesar Chavez. 

The donation is timely, as it comes on the eve of the 
grape harvest in Coachella. Last year the AFL-CIO exe
cutive council provided the union with $1.6-million to 
conduct the grape strike. This year, while endorsing the 
UFW boycott, the AFL-CIO officialdom has not provided 
any funds needed for strike benefits. 

KENTUCKYANS PROTEST RED RIVER DAM: More 
than 1,800 students, farmers, and environmentalists march
ed on Frankfort, the Kentucky state capital, April 20 
to demand that Governor Wendell Ford call off a pro
posed Army Corps of Engineers project to dam the scenic 
Red River. 

Having come from all over Kentucky and southern 

Ohio, the protesters, organized by the Environmental Ac
tion Society, a student group at the University of Ken
tucky at Lexington, presented 17,500 signatures to a 
representative of the governor. Other groups in attendance 
were the Sierra Club, the Young Socialist Alliance, and 
Save Our Red River. The last group represents 63 families 
in Powell County that will lose their homes and farm
lands if the dam is built 

One of the speakers at the rally following the march 
was Philip Lazar, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. Senate from Ohio. 

GETTING WIRETAP ORDER A CINCH: Federal and 
state prosecutors have found getting a court order for 
wiretapping and bugging a cinch in the six years since 
the Safe Streets Act was passed in 1968. These court
approved wiretaps have cost a total of $16.4-million. 

This information was contained in a report released 
May 1 by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. 
The report contains information about the use of wire
taps in criminal cases only, since the administration's 
many "national security" huggings are not subject to court 
approval. 

Every single request of the Justice Department for a 
wiretap warrant in 1973 was granted. State prosecutors 
were turned down only twice in the 866 applications they 
made for such orders. 

Previous reports have revealed that the Justice Depart
ment has been turned down only once during the entire 
Nixon administration and state prosecutors not much more 
than that. 

The permissiveness with which the courts have been 
handing out wiretap warrants shows that they aren't really 
concerned about protecting the constitutional rights of 
the American people. 

AUSTRALIAN STUDENTS FIGHT FOR CHILD CARE: 
As The Militant goes to press we have received word 
that students of Melbourne University in Australia have 
occupied the university's council chambers demanding 
child-care facilities. 

The child-care campaign has been going on for two 
years with pressure on the administration steadily build
ing. 

On May 7, the chancellor of the university, Professor 
Derham, was barricaded for seven hours in the admini
stration building. On May 8, students occupied the coun
cil chamber, and some 150 students were still in the cham
ber at press time. 

Police were called onto the campus on May 7 by the 
vice-chancellor, and 14 students were arrested on trespass 
charges. Part of the battle now is to have th.e charges 
dropped against those students. 

The child-care issue has been a particularly contentious 
one at Melbourne University because the lack of facilities 
has prevented many women and men from completing 
their courses. 

The university administration has repeatedly refused 
to meet the demands of students for child care even though 
the government is willing to fund the facilities. 
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The Nixon transcri~ 

The true face of capitalist rule 
By DAVE FRANKEL 
Just before Richard Nixon announced 
that he would make public his ver
sion of some of the taped conversa
tions subpoenaed by the House Ju
diciary Committee, the editors of 
Newsweek came out with an impeach
ment story titled "Running Out of Wig
gle Room?" 

Then Nixon gave his April 29 TV 
speech promising to show "that the 
President has nothing to hide in this 
matter;" The next day congressmen 
''lined up to praise Nixon from the 
tloor of the House," wrote Time. 

The Los Angeles Times editorialized 
that Nixon has "taken a giant step 
toward resolving the controversy over 
his relationship to the Watergate 
crimes." 

Most people, however, weren't so 
eager to believe in Nixon. The Gallup 
poll found that 42 percent of those 
who watched Nixon on television were 
left with a less favorable impression 
of him than before, compared with 
17 percent who came away with a 
more favorable impression. 

As the public reaction came in and 
the politicians read the transcripts, 
they began climbing all over each 
other in the rush to dissociate them
selves from Nixon. Senator Hugh 
Scott ( R-Pa. ), the Senate Republican 
leader and a strong Nixon supporter 
in the past, said May 7 that the White 
House transcripts portray "deplorable, 
disgusting, shabby, immoral per
formances." 

"And I'd add 'shocking,"' said Sen
ator Charles Percy, a liberal Illinois 
Republican. 

The howl of pain that has gone up 
from the capitalist press and politi
cians is not due to the fact that they 
are upset over finding out about Nix
on's character. They knew about that 
all along. Their worry is that the 
American people have found out. 

As the New York Times explained 
May 5, Nixon "cannot long continue 
to follow this course without inflicting 
grievous harm on the office he pro
fesses to cherish. 

"Nothing less than the political 
strength and moral prestige of the 
presidency are at stake." 

Nixon's desperate gamble was ap-

John Dean preparing to testify before 
Senate Watergate committee. 
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parently prompted by the conviction 
that the material was going to come 
out anyway, and that he'd best move 
to make the cleanest version he could 
available. Approximately 1, 670 dele
tions-nearly one for every minute of 
the 33 hours of conversations covered 
-dot the transcripts, often in strategic 
places. These are marked "inaudible" 
and "unintelligible." In addition, the 
rubric "material unrelated to Presiden
tial actions" is used to justify further 
deletions. 

Even with the 146 further deletiom 
for "expletives" and "personal charac· 
terizations," the gang of racists in the 
White House wasn't able to sift all 
of their normal style out of the tran
scripts. Thus, presidential assistant 
John Ehrlichman,_ while rehearsing 
what to say to convince former at
torney general John Mitchell to take 
the rap for Watergate, says: 

"Far better that you should be pros
ecuted on information from the U. S. 
Attorney based on your conversation 
with the U.S. Attorney, than on an in
dictment by a grand jury of 15 blacks 
'lnd 3 whites .... " 

'Successful' editing 
In other cases the editing. is more 

successful. Thus, White House chief 
of staff H. R. Haldeman explained to 
Nixon on April 14, 1973: "That's the 
thing we've worried about all along, 
that somebody will get [unintelligible] 
what we do, but we can't live by wheth
er we [unintelligible] the [unintelli
gible]." 

"[ Pnintelligible]," the president re
plied. 

Even in their bowdlerized form, the 
transcripts are so damaging to Nixon 
that the natural question is: What 
could have been on the "missing 
tapes," and on the famous tape with 
the 18-and-a-half-minute "gap"? 

The New York Times pointed out 
May 5 that "the transcripts document 
a sequence-from businesslike meth
ods to limit criminal liability for 
Watergate to the handful already 
caught, then to growing concern over 
those in the White House, then to furth
er conspiracies to assuage that con
cern and, finally, to the falling out 
between Mr. Nixon and the man who 
had served him, John Dean." 

Among the criminal violations that 
Nixon could be indicted for on the 
basis of his transcriptions are: sub
ornation (procurement or encourage
ment) of perjury; obstruction of jus
tice; obstruction of criminal investiga
tion; misprision (effort to conceal or 
failure to report) of a felony; con
spiracy; and the use of interstate trans
portation to commit bribery. 

At the end of his March 21, 1973, 
meeting with Dean and Haldeman, 
Nixon cries out "What the hell does 
one disclose that isn't going to blow 
something?" 

This is the government 
The unanimous response of the capi

talist press to the release of the tran
scripts has been to concentrate on their 
impact on the impeachment issue and 
on what they show about Nixon and 
his coterie. The corruption, cynicism, 
and immorality revealed in the tran
scripts are all portrayed as stemming 
from personal shortcomings of Nixon. 

For example, Hugh Sidey writes in 
the May 13 issue of Time, "There may 
have been times over these past 200 
years when a President has had dark 
thoughts- and perhaps questionable 

NIXON & FLAG: U.S. rulers are pretending shock at true face of Nixon. But what real
ly bothers them is what people are learning about the fraud of capitalist 'democracy.' 

..:onversations- about how to counter 
his opponents and to lift himself out of 
crises. But there is a body of biparti
san opinion among the men around 
former Chief Executives that the presi
dency has never before experienced 
such a squalid episode." 

But the truth is that what is revealed 
in the transcripts is the real face of the 
U.S. government. 

The capitalist rulers and their agents 
picked Nixon to serve as president 
for precisely those qualities they are 
now pretending to be so horrified at. 
The president of the United States can
not be anything but a con artist with
out scruples. 

The president must carry out 
policies that are against the interests 
of the people of the U. S. and of the 
whole world, while selling them as 
being in the interests of peace and 
democracy. U.S. policies in Vietnam 
and Cuba under Johnson and Kenne
dy are perfect examples. 

In 1965 Lyndon Johnson secretly 
ordered U.S. ships to attack North 
Vietnam. When the Vietnamese re
sponded to these attacks, Johnson 

used the so-called Gulf of Tonkin in
cident as an excuse for the bombing 
of North Vietnam. The story given 
out to the American people was that 
a U.S. destroyer was attacked by the 
Vietnamesefor no reason. 

Was Johnson's performance any 
less "disgusting, shabby, immoral," or 
"shocking" than Nixon's? It was cer
tainly no less bloody. 

At one point in the transcripts Nix
on tells John Dean: "I talked with some 
kid and he said I don't think that 
anybody incidentally would care 
about anybody infiltrating the peace 
movement that was demonstrating 
against the President, particularly on 
the war in Vietnam." 

Could Lyndon Johnson have said 
it any differently? 

Kennedy: another Nixon 
John Kennedy was the first U.S. 

president to send troops to Vietnam. 
He told the American people that the 
brutal regime of dictator Ngo Dinh 
Diem was a ''bastion of democracy." 
Later, when he got in the way, Diem 

Continued on following page 
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... the Nixon transcriptS: 'a blow to the 
Continued from preceding page 
was overthrown and murdered with 
Kennedy's support. 

As for perjury, Nixon could have 
taken lessons from Kennedy. In 1961 
the Kennedy administration equipped 
a landing force of counterrevolution
ary Cubans. This American-trained 
force was transported by American 
ships to the Bay of Pigs, where it 
was fortunately defeated. The original 
plan had been to have it establish a 
beachhead, declare a provisional gov
ernment, and then be recognized by 
Washington and bolstered with U.S. 
troops and aid. 

Shortly before the Bay of Pigs in
vasion, the Cubans exposed the whole 
plot in the United Nations. U.S. rep
resentative to the UN Adlai Stevenson 
got up and denied any such plans, 
with Kennedy's backing. Since the Cu
bans already knew all about it, the 
only purpose in the denial was to de
ceive the American people and world 
opmwn. It hardly matters whether 
Kennedy told Stevenson to "stonewall 
it," or if he used a different formula
tion. The reality was the same. 

, This is underscored by the fact that 
in October 1962, Kennedy-as he 
said at the time and as his brother 
Robert Kennedy later testified -was 

ready to blow up the entire world over 
the issue of Soviet missiles in Cuba. 

John Kennedy was no more hesi
tant to threaten nuclear war than was 
Nixon 11 years later during the Mid
east crisis. 

One big family 
Another aspect of the transcripts is 

the way in which they casually bring 
one government official after another 
into the Nixon game plan. The chief 
executive was hardly an isolated bit of 
slime. Rather, he was part of a whole 
culture. 

For instance, John Dean at one 
point regrets that J. Edgar Hoover 
is dead: "we would have been a lot 
better off during this whole Watergate 
thing if he had been alive. Because 
he knew how to handle that bureau
knew how to keep them in bounds." 

Nixon agrees: " ... He would have 
scared them to death. He has a file 
on everybody." 

Later in the same conversation Nix
on asks, "Do you need any I. R. S. 
[Internal Revenue Service] stuff?" 

Dean replies: "There is no need at 
this hour for anything from I. R. S., 
and we have a couple of sources over 
there that I can go to. I don't have 
to go around with Johnnie Walters 

Haldeman (left) and Ehrlichman 

or anybody, but we can get right i11 

and get what we need." 
Or, referring to Assistant Attorney 

General Henry Petersen, Dean says: 
"This Administration has made him. 
I don't think he has done anything 
improper, but he did make sure that 
the investigation was narrowed down 

This is how the college textbooks tell it 
What the American people are taught 
about the nature of the work the 
president does stands in stark con
trast to what the White House tran
scripts reveal about the real goings
on in the Oval Office. 

The myth is one of the Chief Ex
ecutive, working hard ("The hard
est job in the world") to protect 
America and advance the interests 
of all the people. The reality that 
emerges from the transcripts, how
ever, is one of secret plots to lie, 
cover up the truth, and "gef' White 
House enemies. 

The patriotic garbage that passes 
for "political science" and "civics" in 
U.S. schools and universities is go
ing to need some _pretty heavy re
writing for next year's courses. 

Following is one example of a 
description of "routine matters in 
the President's daily round of ac
tivities," taken from a currently used 
college-level textbook titled ThePoli
tics of American Democracy: 

"In his role as head of state, the 
President has endless tasks to per
form. He has monuments to unveil, 
medals to bestow, public works to 
dedicate. He has speeches to 
make .... He serves as Honorary 
President of the American Red Cross; 
he chips in the first dime to the 
March of Dimes; he tosses out the 
first ball of the baseball season; he 
memorializes Washington, Lincoln, 
Jackson, and Jeffersonontheirbirth
days; he joins the children hunting 
Easter eggs on the White House 

How to sliP- the knife in 

lawn; he chats with Indian chiefs, 
movie actresses, and America's 
Mother of the Year; he proclaims 
the Fourth of July, Labor Day, and 
Thanksgiving; he buys the first 
Christmas seals. 

"And he struggles with a mountain 
of paper work, much of it before a 
battery of cameras. Therearetreaties 
to sign, bills to approve, bills to 
veto, commissions to grant, appoint
ments to make, diplomatic reports 
to study, gifts to acknowledge, letters 
to write, budgets to revise, economic 
reports to digest, military reports 
to review, more speeches to pre
pare .... " 

Why, it's such a heavy load! What 
would we ever do without a presi
dent? 

to the very, very fine criminal thing 
which was a break for us. There is 
no doubt about it." 

'National security' 
Perhaps the biggest fraud exposed 

by the Nixon transcripts is the idea 
that "national security" has anything 
to with the peace or well-being of the 
American people. 

"You've got to figure the lines of 
defenses that everybody's going 
to take here .... 

"What woutd you say if they said, 
'Did you ever do any wiretapping?'" 
Nixon asks Ehrlichman on March 27, 
1973. 

"You would say, 'Yes,'" he contin
ues. "Then, 'Why did you do it?' You 
would say it was ordered on a nation
al security basis." 

Ehrlichman: "National security. We 
had a series of very serious national 
security leaks .... I have done some 
checking and I want you to get a feel 
for what I would say if this Hunt thing 
slopped over on me .... 

"The line of response would be this 
as I see it. Starting back in the days 
when I was counsel to the President, 
we were very concerned with our na
tional security leaks and we under
took at that time a whole series of 
steps to try and determine the source 

Continued on next page 

Some friendly advice from the .president 
The politicians in Washington are fall
ing all over each other, affirming right 
and left how shocked they are at the 
Nixon transcripts, and how this was 
a side of Nixon they had never seen. 

Skepticism is in order. After all, Nix
on has been known by many of these 
people for more than 20 years, and it 
doesn't take too long to figure out 
that somebody is a rat. In Nixon's 
case, it has been public knowledge 
for a long time. 

The moral level of Nixon and his 
pals comes across best when they are 
trying to save their own skins. On 
March 27, 1973, Nixon, Haldeman, 
and Ehrlichman discuss how to limit 
the Watergate disclosures. One possi
bility is to have those already im
plicated take the rap. Mitchell wou_ld 
be "the big enchilada." 

Haldeman says, "The interesting 
thing would be to watch Mitchell's 
face at the time I recommend to Ma
gruder that he go in and ask for im
munity and confess." 
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On April 14 Nixon learns that Hunt 
is ready to testify. "What do Colson 
et al, Colson and Shapiro, think we 
ought to do under these circumstan
ces," asks Nixon. "Get busy and nail 
Mitchell in a hurry?" 

"Yes," says Ehrlichman. 
A long discussion on the best way 

of throwing Nixon's law partner of 
20 years to the wolves ensues. John 
Dean is also to be axed. 

As Nixon says, "Give 'em an hors 
d'oeuvre and maybe they won't come 
back for the .uain course. Well, out, 
John Dean." 

The president gives his subordinates 
helpful advice on how to slip the knife 
in. Speaking of Magruder, he says: 

"I would, also, though, I'd put a 
couple of things in and say, J eb, let 
me just start here by telling you the 
President holds great affection for you 
and for your family. I was just think
ing, I was thinking last night, this 
poor little kid." 

Haldeman: "Yeah, beautiful kids." 

Nixon: "Lovely wife and all the rest, 
it just breaks your heart. And say 
this, 'This is a very painful message 
for me to bring- I've been asked to 
give you, but I must do it, and it is 
that.' Put it right out that way. Also, 
I would first put that in so that he 
knows I have personal affection. 
That's the way the so-called clem
ency's got to be handled. Do you see, 
John?" 

Ehrlichman: "I understand." 
Haldeman: "Do the same thing with 

Mitchell." 
Nixon: "Oh, Mitchell? Well you could 

say to Mitchell, I think you've got to 
say tha.t this is the toughest decision 
he's made and it's tougher than Cam
bodia, May 8 and Dec. 18 [the Christ
mas bombing] put together. And that 
he just can't bring himself to talk to 
you about it. Just can't do it." 

That night Nixon explained to Ehr
lichman how to go to work on John 
Dean. "Well you start with the propo
sition, Dean, the President thinks you 

have carried a tremendous load, and 
his affection and loyal_ty to you is just 
undiminished." 

That's just how a lot of people feel 
about you too, Nixon. -D. F. 

MITCHELL: 'The big enchilada' 



sanctity of capitalist government' 
of the leaks .... 

"I would put the national security 
tent over this whole operation." 

Nixon: "I sure would." 
Ehrlichman: "And say there are a 

lot of things that went on in the na
tional interest where they involved 
taps, they involved entry, they 
involved interrogation, they involved 
a lot of things and I don't propose 
to open that up to [unintelligible) just 
hard line it." 

The real relationship between the 
actions of the government and "nation
al security" is that the government does 
whatever it believes will best preserve 
and advance the interests of the tiny 
minority of capitalists whose interests 
it represents; it then puts forward the 
argument of national security as a 
justification for whatever it does. 

The destruction of Vietnam, the use 
of spies and provocateurs against the 
Black movement, the antiwar move-

ment, and socialist organizations, and 
the maintenance of the biggest military 
establishment in the world are all pre
sented to the public as things necessi
tated by "national security." 

The real president 
Contrary to the image presented in 

school textbooks, the Nixon tran
scripts show that the president of the 
United States does not spend time 
worrying about the problems of the 
world and the American people and 
trying to figure out how to run the 
country better. The closest Nixon 
comes to this image is when he is 
pondering when .to make a television 
appearance on Watergate. Haldeman 
says, "I think you want to end the 
war and freeze food prices first and 
then do this." 

Nixon spent his time in hour after 
hour of rambling, repetitious, incon-

soldier in Vietnam. American presidents have to be con artists in order to carry 
out policies, such as war in Vietnam, against will of majority. 

elusive meetings on his Watergate 
problems. 

During his April 14 meeting Nixon 
asks Ehrlichman, ''What did you do?" 

"Well, not much last night," admits 
his aide. 

"You mean another subject?" aks the 
horrified president. "Oh, no." 

Haldeman comes to the rescue: 
"There is no other subject!" 

Ehrlichman explains he was going 
to write a report on Watergate, but 
he was interrupted by John Dean with 
a new "scenario" on how to get Mitchell 
to take responsibility for Watergate. 

Cover-ups, .lies, protecting himself 
and his position: that is the extent of 
Richard Nixon's vision, and it is the 
moral code of American capitalism 
that is summed up in these transcripts. 

Watergate & democracy 
The original Watergate revelations 

showing that bugging, burglary, and 
the use of agents provocateurs were 
normal tools of capitalist government, 
shook the belief of many people in the 
so-called democratic processes of 
American society. 

Nixon and his advisers continually 
underestimated the impact of these rev
elations, especially in the aftermath 
of the antiwar movement and the pro
longed failure of the government to 
end the war in Vietnam despite the 
overwhelming popular opposition to 
it. 

The transcripts abound with expres
sions of confidence such as, "It con
fuses the public. The public is bored 
with this thing already." 

As late as April 14, 1973, Halde
man said, "To folks out there just 
say, just give an answer and get it 
out of the way. That's all. They don't 
care." 

But contrary to Haldeman, and to 
many liberals as well who are no less 
contemptuous of the capacities and in
telligence of the American people, the 
"folks out there" did care. 

J. EDGAR HOOVER: 'He woult;l have 
scared them to death. He had a file on 
everybody.' 

The release of the Nixon transcripts 
is a heavy blow to the sanctity of the 
capitalist government. The idea that 
people should "trust the president," that 
there are legitimate secrets of state 
that they should have no knowledge 
of and have no right to inquire after, 
and that the government is justified 
in doing all types of criminal things 
in order to "protect national security" 
-all these ideas are open to question. 

In the next few months the politi
cians in Congress may decide to re
place Richard Nixon with Jerry Ford. 
But for the American people, the im
portant thing about Watergate and 
the Nixon transcripts is what has been 
learned about the true nature of capi
talist methods of rule. The power of 
the truths that have been laid bare 
will haunt not only Nixon, but his 
successors as well. 

Michigan teachers endorse socialist suit 
By LEO STANFORD 
Delegates to the annual convention 
of the Michigan Federation of 
Teachers, held in Detroit May 3-4, 
voted to endorse the work of the Polit
ical Rights Defense Fund (PRDF). In 
a resolution, which was passed over
whelmingly, the delegates further di
rected that the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT) be asked to en
dorse the PRDF at its upcoming con
vention. 

The PRDF is working to publicize 
and raise funds for the suit filed by 
the Socialist Workers Party and the 
Young Socialist Alliance against Nix
on and other government officials. The 
objective of the suit is to force a 1 .. 1lt 

to government provocation, wire
tapping, bugging, mail tampering, in
filtration, and other Watergate-style 
harassment of those who protest gov
ernment policies. 

The suit also seeks an end to the 
attorney general's list of so-called sub
versive organizations, which is used 
as a blacklist by the government and 
private employers, and which is cited 
by the FBI and local police as justi
fication for unconstitutional surveil
lance and harassment of groups such 
as the SWP and the YSA. 

The government has already been 
forced to admit, as a result of prelimi
nary legal proceedings, that it initiated 
a secret "SWP Disruption Program" in 
1961, that it has maintained "national 
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security electronic surveillance" on the 
SWP going back to 1945, and that it 
maintained a "mail cover" on all mail 
going to the SWP national office in 
New York. 

The mail cover was exposed when a 
New Jersey high school student, Lori 
Paton, filed a suit against the govern
ment after she was subjected to an 
investigation by the FBI as a result 
of a letter sent to the SWP seeking 
more information for a school re
search project. 

The Michigan teachers, in endorsing 
the PRDF, expressed their concern 
about the effects on academic freedom 
of the kind of surveillance Lori Paton 
experienced. 

"As teachers," the resolution declared,· 
"we are particularly concerned that 
our students and ourselves have the 
right and opportunity to explore dif
ferent political ideas without fear of 
harassment or intimidation." 

The resolution continued: "As trade 
unionists we particularly value the 
right of freedom of association, 
without which no union or political 
organization is free to function and 
therefore condemn any attempts by 
the government to interfere with that 
right. ... 

"RESOLVED: that the Michigan Fed
eration of Teachers endorses the goals 
of the Political Rights Defense Fund to 
publicize the civil liberties issues in
volved in this case and to raise money 

for legal expenses .... " 
The resolution was submitted by 

Wayne County Community College 
Federation of Teachers Local 2000. 

The endorsement marks the first 
statewide union endorsement of the 
PRDF, although a number of indi
vidual union officials and several lo
cals have previously done so. "This is 
an important breakthrough for us," 
Mike Arnall of the PRDF staff told 
The Militant "We hope it will be fol

lowed up at teachers' state conven
tions and local meetings around the 
country, and we will be working to 
win the endorsement of the AFT at its 
convention this summer." 

Another recent union endorsement 
has come from Don Stillman, editor 
of the United Mine Workers Journal. 
Earlier, Louis Antal, president of Dis
trict 5 01 the UMW A, had endorsed 
the work of the PRDF. 

Local unions on record in support 
of the suit include three locals of the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees and two 
locals of the American Federation of 
Government Employees. 

In another development, the PRDF 
announced that it has received the 
endorsement of two more members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus: Rep
resentative Parren Mitchell (D-Md.) 
and Representative Andrew Young (D
Ga. ). This brings to five the number 

of Black members of Congress who 
have expressed support for the case. 
Previously, endorsements had been re
ceived from Democratic representatives 
Charles Rangel, Ron Dellums, and 
John Conyers. 

Other recent endorsers include Dave 
Dellinger, pacifist leader; Herbert X 
Blyden of the Attica Brothers Legal 
Defense; and Norman Dorsen of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

To find out more about the suit, 
or to make a contribution to help 
cover the extremely high legal costs 
in the case, fill out the coupon. ------------Clip and mail to Political Rights De
fense Fund, Box 649 Cooper Sta
tion, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tele
phone: (212) 691-3270. 

( ) Enclosed is $ __ to help cover 
expenses. 
( ) Enclosed is $ __ for __ book
lets Challenge to the Watergate Crimes. 
( $1 each or 7 5 cents each on orders 
of five or more.) 
( ) Enclosed is $ __ for Feif
fer buttons. ( $1 each or 30 cents each 
on orders of 10 or more.) 
( ) Please send me more informa
tion on the suit. 

Name __________________________ __ 
Address ______________ ___ 

City ___________ _ 
State ________ Zip ______ _ 
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Lisbon junta tries to end 'mini-revolutions,' 
From Intercontinental Press 
By Michael Baumann 

"One unhappy category here," re
ported New York Times correspon
dent Henry Giniger in a May 2 dis
patch from Lisbon, "consists of Por
tugal's leading families, those who 
control industry, banking and com
merce. They are saying nothing and 
lying low. But according to those who 
know them, they are watching with 
increasing alarm as red banners ap
pear in the streets, hammers and 
sickles are sprayed on monuments, 
and the Communists and Socialists, 
who a week ago were operating clan
destinely, now openly bid for political 
power." 

The April 25 military coup provided 
Portuguese workers the opportunity 
to express their political opinions 
openly for the first time in nearly fifty 
years. The result in the tumultuous 
week that followed, Giniger wrote in 
a May 4 dispatch, was "a clear break
down in authority, with hundreds of 
thousands of Portuguese rushing to 
assert their suddenly won freedoms. 

"Workers in five key public services 
-the Post Office, the railways, electric
ity, telephones and the national air
line TAP- have already ousted the 
top managements because they were 
closely connected with the old regime 
or appointed by it. The fear is wide
spread among business leaders that 
these 'mini-revolutions' will soon ex
tend to the private sector. 

"The state-controlled television net
work issued repeated warnings last 
night against people taking things in
to their own hands, and today a 
spokesman for the junta called on the 
Portuguese to go to work. The 'mini
revolutions,' he warned, could hinder 

Portuguese troops continue colonial wars 
in Africa. 

Exuberant soldiers after coup 

economic development." 
It is clear that the junta has far 

more than a threat to economic devel
opment on its mind. Direct a~tion by 
the workers with a clear political fo
cus would challenge capitalist rule in 
Portugal. 

· The junta has made it known that 
changes in the repressive apparatus 
will be kept to a minimum. While 
popular pressure made it necessary to 
announce that the secret police would 
be disbanded immediately, and while 
as many agents as could be found 
were jailed (largely for their own pro
tection), the junta's program states 
that their function will be taken over 
by reorganized national and local po
lice forces. 

Ana most important, the army, the 
central pillar of reaction and bour
geois rule, remains untouched under 
Spinola's leadership. In addition to 
protecting the junta in the metropoli
tan center, troops are still being sent 
~o fight in the African col"Onies, which 
Spinola has refused to grant indepen
dence. 

The largest outpouring of public 
sentiment came on May Day, the first 
time since the 1920s that Portuguese 
workers have had the legal right to 

celebrate the international working
class holiday. As an army helicopter 
hovered over Lisbon and watchful 
troops took up strategic positions in 
the downtown area, tens of thousands 
marched through the streets. More 
than 100,000 filed into a mass rally 
at the soccer stadium, reportedly the 
biggest political rally in the history of 
the country. 

The wide range of political views ex
pressed at the rally was summed up in 
the signs and placards the marchers 
carried. A.ccording to a dispatch by 
Miguel Acoca in the May 2 Washing
ton Post, "columns representing Com
Il).Unists, Socialists, Liberals, and 
other parties streamed into the 
stadium with banners saying 'Thank 
You, Armed Forces,' 'Free Trade 
Unions,' 'Equality for Women,' 'Down 
With Capitalist Exploitation' and 
'Power to the People.' 

"A significant number of signs urged 
independence for the territories of An
gola, Mozambique, and Guinea
Bissau .... Many signs said 'Bring 
the Soldiers Back.'" 

The May Day demonstration on the 
island of Madeira, where former dic
tator Marcello Caetano is being "de
tained" in a palace, was described as 

having a "serious Marxist cast." 
"The leaders of the demonstration," 

reported a dispatch in the May 2 New 
York Times, "appeared to be almost 
exclusively Marxist in political orien
tation, as were all the leaflets and 
posters passed out. Crowds were given 
mimeographed sheets with the words 
of the 'International,' the Communist 
anthem, and many of the banners 
carried past the palace bore portraits 
of such Communist leaders as Karl 
Marx and Ernesto Che Guevara .... 
No supporters of Dr. Caetano made 
their presence known." 

In fact, many form«:r Caetano sup
porters seem to have undergone rapid 
conversions. Now that the dictatorship 
has fallen, runs one popular joke, 
"You won't be able to buy a suit for 
at least two years. The tailors are 
busy with orders from turncoats." 

Many union officials were simply 
thrown out before they could even 
attempt a quick-change of image. As 
of May 2, at least seven major unions 
had been taken over by the workers 
themselves. Professional associations 
of doctors, lawyers, engineers, archi
tects, and journalists have done the 
same, and the staffs of two Lisbon 
dailies, A Capital and Diario de Lis
boa, have called in their own pages 
for the ouster of the old management. 

A similar process took place in the 
universities. "The government-ap
pointed rectors of the universities have 
been dismissed," reported a May 2 
dispatch in the' New York Times, "and 
faculties and students have been meet
ing to draw up new statutes that would 
give them a voice in running the 
schools." 

With these vast changes under way, 
the junta looked to the May Day dem
onstrations as a major test of strength 
matching itself against the political 
forces unleashed by the coup. A 
change in the mood of the masses 
could already be detected as early as 
April 28, only three days after the 
coup, when the junta's troops fired 
into the air to save a number of secret 
police agents who had been spotted 
by angry crowds. That same day, 
Spinola sent tanks to the center of 
Lisbon to intimidate demonstrators. 

"As the tanks moved to the plaza," 
Acoca reported in the April 29 Wash
ington Post, "crowds did not cheer 
and did not offer the soldiers flowers 
and wine as in the past few days." 

Later that day a communique read 
over the state-controlled radio station 
warned the nation not to be taken in 

Africans: 'Will fight til our aims are achiev~' 
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Portuguese General Spinola's pro
posal for a "federation" between Portu
gal and its African colonies has. 
found no takers among the freedom 
fighters in Angola, Mozambique, and 
Guinea-Bissau. 

Rosaria Tembe, a spokeswoman for 
Frelimo (Mozambique Liberation 
Front), said in Lusaka, Zambia, on 
April 28: "We are not fighting in Mo
zambique to become black-skinned 
Portuguese. We are fighting to affirm 
our identity. As long as our aims 
have not been achieved, we cannot 
settle down and say that victory has 
been won by a simple change in the 
government in Portugal." 

While the independence movement in 
Angola has often been hampered by 
rivalry between the three different guer
rilla groups in that country, all three 
organizations responded to the Lis
bon coup in a similar manner. 

On April 25, the day of the coup, 
Agostinho Neto, president oftheMPLA 

(Popular Movement for the Libera
tion of Angola), stated in Ottawa that 
Spinola's formula for a federation 
"doesn't suit us." "This coup," he said, 
"does not mean that we will obtain 
independence." 

The May 2 issue of the Paris daily 
Le Monde reported that the Portuguese 
news agency in Luanda, Angola, car
ried the text of a leaflet attributed to 
the MPLA that called on African na
tionalists to demonstrate in Luanda 
May 1 against Portuguese colonial
ism. The leaflet called on the popula
tion to rally and march on the gov
ernor general's palace, and ended with 
the slogan: "For a multiracial and 
independent Angola." 

The May 2 Le Monde published 
a communique of UNITA (National 
Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola) that said: "UNITA, which 
is fighting in six of the 15 provinces 
of Angola, with an army of more than 

4,000 guerrillas commanded by a 
leadership established in the very 
heart of the country, solemnly declares 
that the Angolan people have not 
spilled so much blood in order, once 
rid of colonialism, to be subjected to 
the neocolonialism proposed by Spi
nola and his friends." 

Luis Cabral, the brother of Amil
car Cabral (who was assassinated in 
January 1973) and president of the 
council of state of independent Guinea
Bissau, said in a March 16 interview 
following the first, unsuccessful coup 
attempt by Spinola's forces: "We agree 
to negotiate at any time, with any 
Portuguese government. But we will 
negotiate in our capacity as a sover
eign state, part of whose territory is 
still occupied illegally by the aggres
sive forces of a foreign country." The 
interview was carried in the April 1 
issue of the Paris biweekly Afrique
Asie. 



strikes 
by those who "aim at sowing disorder 
and division among the Portuguese 
people," and called for "an atmosphere 
of total order and public tranquillity." 

The day after May Day, a repre
sentative of the junta interviewed by 
the New York Times expressed satis
faction that the rallies and demon
strations had not gone beyond the lim
its set by the junta. "We are delighted," 
the officer serving as second-in-com
mand of the northern region told 
Times correspondent Richard Eder. 
"We have staked everything on the 
belief that the Portuguese people can 
handle freedom, and yesterday they 
proved us right." 

Much of the credit for so far pre
venting the masses from taking the 
next logical step and calling for- the 
overthrow of the junta must go to 
the leadership of the Communist and 
Socialist parties, who have provided 
the Spinola regime with an indispen
sable left cover. From the moment 
the exiled leaders of both parties re
turned to Portugal they became cheer
leaders for the junta. Instead of call-

SPINOLA: Wants leash on mass upsurge 

ing for its overthrow, each tried to 
outbid the other in expressions of sup
port for Spinola, limiting their reser
vations to the question of indepen
dence for the colonies. 

A crowd of 5,000 gathered at the 
Lisbon railroad station April 28 to 
greet SP leader Mario Soares, return
ing after five years of exile. The scene 
reminded one rather naive reporter 
of Lenin's triumphant return to Rus
sia in 1917 following the February 
revolution. 

In his speech to the crowd, Soa
res made it plain how far from reality 
the "parallel" was. While Lenin had 
called for the overthrow of the pro
visional government as the first or
der of business, Soares declared: 
"Comrades, this is the time for unity 
and not for fighting." 

The scene was repeated two days 
later when CP leader Alvaro Cunha! 
returned from twelve years in exile. 
"Minutes after his arrival by air from 
Paris," Giniger reported in the May 
1 New York Times, "Mr. Cunha! was 
hoisted atop an armored personnel 
carrier by young army officers and 
from there he addressed his follow
ers while soldiers stood guard around 
him." 

In an open bid for a post in the 
Spinola regime, Cunha! declared: "The 
Communist party is ready to assume 
its responsibilities in the present po
litical juncture." The crowd of CP 
supporters, understanding perfectly, 
shouted back, "Cunha! in the govern
ment!" 

"In a display of unity," the Times 
account reported, "Mr. Soares headed 
a Socialist delegation that went to 
greet his principal rival at the air
port. The two parties want to main
tain unity in a popular front with the 
help of Christian Democrats and this 
aim was reflected in the repeated 
chant of the crowd: 'A united people 
will never be vanquished.'" 
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10,000 at Kent State memorial rally 
By MELISSA SINGLER 
KENT, Ohio- In a massive display 
of protest against the U.S. govern
ment's continuing war in Southeast 
Asia and its repression at home, more 
than 10,000 people gathered here at 
Kent State University May 4 for a 
memorial rally. 

The rally marked the fourth anni
versary of the May 1970 Kent and 
Jackson State massacres, which left 
four white students and two Black 
students dead. The antiwar upsurge 
in the wake of those killings eventual
ly forced Nixon to withdraw U.S. 
troops from Cambodia. 

The memorial rally was held on the 
Commons, where on May 4, 1970, 
a fusillade of shots from the N a tiona I 
Guard brought death to Jeffrey Miller, 
Allison Krause, Sandra Scheuer, and 
William Schroeder. 

But on this fourth anniversary, the 
Commons was covered with people 
and banners protesting the war and 
continued U.S. aid to puppet dictator
ships in Southeast Asia. Behind the 
speakers stand were two huge ban
ners that read: "Stop Nixon, End the 
war in Cambodia," and "End aid to 
Thieu and Lon Nol." · 

The action was called by the Indo
china Peace Campaign and supported 
by other groups. Buses brought in 
participants from other cities and 
states. 

Jane Fonda was among the featured 
speakers, along with Daniel Ellsberg, 
Vietnam veteran Ron Kovic, and Kent 
students wounded during the mas
sacre. 

"The reason for this rally is that the 
fundamental causes for the killings 
are still unresolved," Fonda said. "As 
long as the Indochina war rages ... 
we as Americans have a responsibility 
to protest together." 

Noting how the antiwar movement 
helped radicalize people in this coun
try, she said, "Ron Kovic was agung
ho Marine who re-upped twice. Ells
berg worked for Rand, and I was Bar
barella. I figure if we can change, 
anyone can change." 

Fonda also spoke on the current 
plight of political prisoners in South 
Vietnam. 

Alan Canfora, one of the students 
wounded on May 4, 1970, told the 
rally: "Four years ago, students on 
this campus and around the country 

took adion against the war-so the 
government took terrorist action 
against the antiwar movement." 

Applause greeted Canfora's remark 
that after the killings, "the guardsmen 
claimed that students had thrown a 
few rocks at them. But the guards
men provoked us. We did not provoke 
them. 

"The head of the Guard, [former] 
Governor Rhodes, and Richard Nix

. on should be charged;" he continued, 
"for they are the ones who are re
sponsible." 

Another Kent student addressing the 
rally was Dean Kahler, .who was par
alyzed by the Guard's bullets. 

When Daniel Ellsberg made his way 
to the speakers stand, he was met with 
a standing ovation from the crowd. 
He spoke on the recent revelations 
from Nixon's transcripts, which he 
called "The Story of P' -"political por
nography." 

"I turn up here as 'Ellsberg ( exple
tive deleted),'" he said. "I hope I've 
earned it." 

Ellsberg called the presidential tran
scripts the domestic equivalent of the 
Pentagon papers. "We've all been 
taught, through a succession of presi
dents, . both Democratic and Republi-

can, that presidents are not subject 
to domestic law." 

He pointed to the role of antiwar 
demonstrations like the one at Kent 
four years ago in thwarting the aims 
of the warmakers in Washington." ... 
not one of those actions was unimpor
tant," he said. 

Vietnam veteran Ron Kovic, who is 
paralyzed from the war, told the 
crowd: "For the last four years they 
have tried to kill the truth and dese
crate human life in all of us .... 
They can wipe the pools of blood from 
the parking lot ... but not the mean
ing of those events .four years 
ago .... 

"Four years ago the president of the 
United States called us bums and 
criminals. Now the bums and crimi
nals reside in Washington .... 

"Dean Kahler and I were wounded 
10,000 miles apart," Kovic continued, 
"but our bodies will never forget. We 
were both shot by the same adminis
tration. This place in Kent has be
come a place of truth." 

Other speakers included Black Geor
gia state legislator Julian Bond, So
khom Ring of the Khmer Residents 
in the U.S., and Russell Johnson of 
the American Friends Service Commit
tee. 

Janice Cline 

Kent State Commons, scene of 1970 massacre, was covered with protesters at fourth 
anniversary memorial. 

Ethiopian masses face repression 
From Intercontinental Press 

After a series of secret meetings with 
military officers during the last week 
of April, the Ethiopian government 
of Premier Endalkachew Makonnen 
began testing out a hard-line response 

· to the continuing mass upsurge in the 
country. 

In response to a strike by 800 postal 
employees, the government issued a 
decree banning strikes by government 
workers. In radio and television 
broadcasts April 24~ the government 
ordered all teachers and students to 
return to their classes by the next day 
or face dismissal and expulsion. It 
also warned civil servants that if they 
did not return to work by the end of 
the week they would be replaced. 

On April 26 Haile Selassie Universi
ty was closed down and its 5,000 stu
dents were told to leave the campus. 
The postal workers returned to work, 
but hospital employees walked off 
their jobs. Soldiers and pollee loyal 
to the regime broke a strike at the 
international telecommunications cen
ter April 30 by arresting strikers and 
union officials. 

The same evening the Defense Min
istry broadcast a statement that 

charged the Confederation of Ethio
pian Labor Unions (CEL U) with re
sponsibility for the strikes of govern
ment employees and threatened to shut 
the confederation down. The CEL U 
responded that it had not encouraged 
the government workers to strike, but 
it threatened to call another general 
strike if the regime moved against it. 

On April 26 military and police 
units mutinied in Addis Ababa and 
arrested dozens of army and police 
officers and forme,r government offi
cials. A radio communique April 27 
in the name of the army, air force, 
navy, and imperial guard announced 
the arrest. of all the former ministers. 

The broadcast also called on Ethio
pians to give the new government a 
chance to carry out the reforms it 
had promised. According to the April 
28-29 Le Monde, a "coordination com
mittee" of the military "accused the new 
government of being incapable of halt
ing the strikes and demonstrations." 

"The events of the past few days lead 
one to believe," wrote the April 30 Le 
Monde, "that the army has decided to 
restore order in the country, which has 
been undermined by two months of 
crisis. 

"While reaffirming their loyalty to 
Emperor Haile Selassie, the military 
leaders, bypassing the established 
powers, have begun to take the lDl

tiative in putting the brake on the 
development of anarchy." 

The May 2 Washington Post noted 
that "tension eased" in Addis Ababa 
"as the army moved to put an end to 
strikes and disorders that have 
plagued Ethiopia for more than two 
months." 

An April 24 Agence France-Presse 
dispatch by Jean-Marie Blin noted that 
at the same time that top military offi
cers were holding a secret meeting to 
discuss the situation, crowds of strik
ers and students stoned the Franco
Ethiopian Gebre Mariam Lycee and 
Saint Mary's English School in Ad
dis Ababa; striking rail workers were 
burning all trucks along the main 
highway between Asmara and Massa
wa; the ports of Assaba and Massa
wa were paralyzed by strikes; Ethio
pia's only oil refinery, at Assab, was 
partially shut down; and reports 
flowed into the capital of strikes in the 
provincial capitals of Harar, Gondar, 
Bardar, and Diredawa. 
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Alioto presses 'Death Ange' plot' frame-up 
against Black Muslims in San Francisco 
By JON OLMSTED 
SAN FRANCISCO- One thousand 
Blacks packed into the Temple of Is
lam here May 5 in a show of support 
for the Nation of Islam in the face 
of a vicious frame-up attack on the 
Muslims by Mayor Joseph Alioto. 

On May 1, seven Black men were 
arrested on charges of the "Zebra" 
killings of whites. All seven are mem
bers of the Nation of Islam. The ar
rests were made by more than 100 
police armed with submachine guns, 
shotguns, and automatic rifles, who 
carried out a series of predawn, ges
tapo-style raids on several homes in 
the Black community. 

Later that day, at a news conference 
covered sensationally by the media; 
Alioto announced that the seven Mus
lims were "ringleaders" of a "vicious 
ring of murderers called the Death An
gels." This group, Alioto declared, was 
"dedicated to the murder and mutila
tion of whites and dissident Blacks." 

Alioto claimed that the organization 
was nationwide, based in an undis
closed Midwestern city, and was re
sponsible for more than 80 unsolved 
deaths in California. 

"The mode of killings is by ran
dom street shooting or hacking to 
death with machete, cleaver, or knife," 
Alioto said. "Decapitation and other 
forms of mayhem bring special credit 
from the organization to the killer." 

Alioto added, "Our intelligence indi
cates that the national leader of this 
organization is apparently located out
side of California and that he deter
mines the levels of promotion in the 
local divisions." 

This fantastic story was supposed
ly based on a secret discussion be
tween Alioto and an unidentified in
former lured by $30,000 in reward 
money. 

Insufficient evidence 
The flimsiness of the charges against 

the arrested men was dramatically 
proved when, 48 hours after the ar
rests, four of the seven were released 
because of insufficient evidence. The 
three who are still being held are 
charged with various counts ofmurder 
and conspiracy. They are Manuel 
Moore, 29; Larry Green, 22; and J.C. 
Simon, 29. 

A San Francisco County grand jury 
is meeting to "evaluate" the evidence 
that Alioto has cooked up. 

In describing the never-before-heard
eX "Death Angels," Alioto stated that 
members are usually "trim and neat 
in appearance" and "are fanatical be
lievers in Black separatism." This de
scription was a blatant attempt to link 
the mythical "Death Angels" to the Na
tion of Islam. 

John Muhammad, minister of the 
Temple of Islam Mosque Number 26 
in San Francisco, immediately de
manded a public apology from Alioto 
for his slanderous attacks on the Mus-
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Nat Weinstein (right), socialist candidate for Congress, blasts frame-up engineered 
by Alioto (left) as 'racist scheme to terrorize Black community.' 

lims. He said that the Muslims will 
defend the seven men "because we be
lieve they are innocent. We don't even 
carry a penknife, and this the mayor 
knows." 

At the May 5 unity meeting, the 
Reverend Cecil Williams, pastor of 
Glide Memorial Church, spoke along 
with a number of Muslim ministers 
from the Bay Area. Williams was met 
with a loud and enthusiastic ovation 
when he denounced Aliot.o and pledged 
support for the struggle against the 
racist attack on the Nation of Islam. 

The meeting was attended by many 
non-Muslims, and many leade:J;s of 
the Black community. 

Peggy Wilson, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for secretary of state, 
was among those attending the meet
ing. 

Socialists denounce hoax 
The Socialist Workers Party re

sponded to the racist witch-hunt with 
vigorous qenunciations of Alioto's at
tacks on the Black community. In 
San Francisco, SWPcongressionalcan
didate Nat Weinstein called Alioto's 
charges "a racist scheme to terrorize 
the Black community into passivity." 

Olga Rodriguez, SWP candidate for 
governor, released a statement declar
ing that "Alioto's announcement that 
he has 'discovered' a Black terrorist 
ring is a transparent hoax designed 
to whip up racist hysteria." 

Alioto's hoax about the "Death An
gels" stinks so bad that even other 
"law enforcement" officials have felt 
the need to dissociate themselves from 
it. 

Los Angeles chief of police Edward 
Davis- a notorious "law-and-order" 
cop -responded: "I never heard of any 
organization called the Death Angels 
in this city before today. And we have 
a pretty good ear for new names." 
And, the chief might have added, he 
also has a pretty extensive string of 
informers planted in the Black com
munity. 

Davis revealed that Alioto's list of 
unsolved murders was compiled last 

October when police officials attended 
a meeting to discuss several unsolved 
slayings in the Bay Area of an al
legedly racial nature. 

Other names were added to the 
mayor's list by the San Francisco 
police. They culled them from news
paper accounts of various killings 
across the state. 

Seven of the names on Alioto's list 
were Long Beach victims. Captain J. 
M. Black, chief of detectives there, said 
he placed little credence in Alioto's 
assertions. 

"We haven't entirely agreed with the 
things Mayor Alioto has said, because 
we don't know if he's just trying to 
make up some of the political hay 
he's lost," the Long Beach cop said. 

In Signal Hill, where the victim of 
another unsolved slaying was on 
Alioto's list, the chief of police said 
they were pretty certain the victim was 
involved in narcotics and the motive 
was robbery. 

Even State Attorney General Evelle 
Younger took issue with Alioto. "We 
have no indication that any of the 
murders in San Francisco are con
nected with those others around the 
state," he said. "We have no evidence 
of a statewide conspiracy. We are still 
investigating," he added. 

At the rally in the Muslim mosque, 
Minister Muhammad said, "Themayor 
is using this as a ploy to get the gov
ernorship of California and to divide 
the Black community. 

"But he will not succeedoverthebody 
of the Muslims. The Black community 
will not stand for it." 

Alioto's desperate ploy 
The arrest of the seven Muslims came 

less than a week after Alioto suffered 
a setback when the federal courts ruled 
that the wholesale.questioning of Black 
men on San Francisco streets, sup
posedly to track down the murder
ers of whites, was unconstitutional. 

The court ruling followed a week 
of increasing protests from Black 
groups and others concerned with con
stitutional rights. 

Undoubtedly a major factor in 
Alioto's increasingly desperate efforts 
to concoct a frame-up is his desire to 
capture the Democratic nomination 
for governor. Many people here be
lieve that the racist dragnet opera
tion was originally merely a ploy to 
bolster his sagging campaign with an 
appeal to white racist "law-and-order" 
voters. 

When the dragnet not only failed to 
produce any "suspects" but was over
turned by a court ruling, Alioto chose 
to plunge still further, desperate to find 
someone to pin the murders on. 

He insists he will still maintain a 
"high police profile" in the Black com
munity, in order to "prevent retalia
tion." 

In her statement, socialist candidate 
Olga Rodriguez declared, "Alioto's' evi-

dence' is fake, but his determination 
to launch a vicious campaign against 
Blacks is deadly serious. He has 
singled out the Nation of Islam as his 
first target, escalating a campaign that 
began with attacks on Muslims in 
Oakland and in Sacramento earlier 
this year." 

On Jan. 26, a Nation of Islam van 
was stopped by the Berkeley police. 
The occupants were harassed and the 
police opened fire. Following this in
cident, documents from the Berkeley 
police department came to light in
structing cops to "create cause for ar
resf' of members of the Nation of Is
lam in order to photograph and finger
print them. 

And in April, police in Sacramento 
carried out a raid against a Muslim 
mosque there. 

In her statement, Rodriguez com
pared the "Death Angels" scare to a 
similar scare in Harlem more than a 
decade ago: 

"In 1963 the New York Times sud
denly 'discovered' a Harlem group 
called 'Blood Brothers,' which was 
described in terms almost identical to 
Alioto's 'Death Angels.' They tried to 
link Malcolm X to this imaginary or
ganization. Eleven years and half-a
dozen trials later, no one has ever 
been convicted of belonging to the 
'Blood Brothers,' and the police in
former on whose testimony the case 
was based has been totally discredited. 

"Like the 'Blood Brothers' scare, Ali
oto's 'Death Angels' story is an at
tempt to create a racist pogrom at
mosphere- an attempt that must be 
exposed and fought." 

Protest set for 
Tyrone Guyton 
By JAMES LEWIS 
OAK LAND -The Committee for 
Justice for Tyrone Guyton has an
nounced plans for a May 18 pro
test here. Guyton, a 14-year-old 
Black youth, was shot in the back 
and killed by three cops last No
vember. 

The May 18 protest follows a 
series of activities sponsored by the 
committee to force prosecution of 
the three cops for murder. The rac
ist inaction by an Alameda County 
grand jury and by the district at
torney have sparked a major cam
paign by the committee to get out 
the truth about Guyton's murder. 

The demonstration has taken on 
a special significance because of the 
rise in police harassment and intim
idation of Blacks in the Bay Area. 

The march will begin at 33rd 
and West Street at 11 a.m. in Oak
land. This is the spot where Guy
ton's life was taken by the cops. 
It will proceed through the heart 
of the West Oakland Black com
munity to a memorial at Bobby 
Hutton Memorial Park at 1 p.m. 

Speaking at the rally will be Ty
rone Guyton's mother, Mattie Shep
herd, and other activists in the com
mittee. 

The rally has been endorsed by 
the Black Panther Party, Urban Pan 
Mrican People's Organization, So
cialist Workers Party, Black Stu
dent Alliance, Young Socialist Al
liance, Merritt College Black Stu
dent Union, North Peralta Black 
Student Union, Berkeley city coun
cilwoman Ying Lee Kelley, and 
teacher Yvonne Golden. 

For further information contact 
the Committee for Justice for Ty
rone Guyton, 6118 E. 14th St., Oak
land, Calif. 94607. 
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QuebeC labor fights for escalator clause 
By TONY THOMAS 
MONTREAL, Quebec- Under the slo
gan "L'inflation, on la prend pas" ("In
flation, we won't put up_ with if'), tens 
of thousands of workers across the 
province of Quebec went on strike and 
demonstrated against mounting infla
tion and government and corporate 
attacks on the labor movement. They 
were participants in a series of ac
tions held on May 1, the international 
working-class day of solidarity. 

It was estimated that 15,000 to 20,-
000 demonstrated against inflation in 
Montreal, while 15,000 to 20,000 
workers marched in other parts of 
Quebec. In addition, the trade unions 
reported that 36,000 workers walked 
off their jobs as part of the May Day 
actions. 

These actions were part of a cam
paign launched at a March 23-24 con
ference called by the major trade 
unions of Quebec to battle inflation. 

The conference reestablished a Com
mon Front of these three federations: 
the C SN (Confederation des Syndi
cats N ationaux- Confederation of 
National Trade Unions), the FTQ 
(Federation des Travailleurs du 
Quebec -Quebec Federation of Labor, 
affiliated with the Canadian Labor 
Congress and the AFL-CIO), and the 
CEQ (Centrale de l'Enseignement du 
Quebec- Quebec Teachers Federa
tion). The purpose of the Common 
Front is to fight against inflation, 
which has been soaring at a higher 
rate in Quebec than in English Cana
da. 

The central demands adopted at the 
conference included: 1) reopening of 
all union contracts to institute an es
calator clause (called "indexation" in 
Quebec) and a lump-sum catch-up pay
ment to make up for past price rises; 
2) establishment of a minimum rate 
of $200 a month for all pensions and 
workers' compensations, and escalator 
clauses and catch-up payments for un
employment insurance, social welfare 
benefits, and family allowances; 3) a 
raise in the minimum wage in Quebec 
to $2.50 an hour. 

The Common Front pledged that it 
would support struggles by local 
unions for these demands. 

United Aircraft 
The first major action of the Quebec 

labor movement following the con
ference was a demonstration of 8,000 
workers at the United Aircraft Cor
poration (UAC) plant at Longueuil, 
south of Montreal, on March 29. The 
demonstration was called by the CRIM 
( Comite Regional Intersyndical de 
Montreal- Montreal Regional Inter
union Committee, an ongoing local 
Common Front). 

It was held in solidarity with the 
2,000-member United Automobile 
Workers (UAW) Local510, which has 
struck the plant since Jan. 9. The chief 
demands of the UAW workers were for 
increased union security and for an 
escalator clause. 

In an effort to break the union, 
the UAC has spent hundreds of thou
sands of dollars for goon squads, 
security guards, and telephone "sol
icitors" to intimidate the workers. On 
April 17, the courts fined the union 
$20,000 for violating an injunction 
limiting union picket lines to three 
workers. The fight to maintain the 
union at UAC has become one of the 
major battles being fought between 
the trade unions and the capitalists 
in Quebec. 

In a similar show of militancy, on 
April 17, 3,000 city workers of the 
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Banner of Montreal unions' Common Front leads May Day march 

CSN demonstrated at Montreal's city 
hall for wage increases. The workers 
had rejected by a vote of 91 percent 
a city offer of a 6 percent raise and 
an additional $135 annual bonus. 
Food prices alone rose more than 
17 percent in 1973 and 33 percent 
over the past four years, so that the 
city's offer was clearly inadequate. 

May Day 
The peak of the campaign was the 

demonstrations and strikes that took 
place May 1. These actions were called 
by the Common Front as a show of 
force in support of their demands. 

In addition to demonstrations and 
rallies, the CSN and the CRIM encour
aged workers to walk out or stop 
work during the day. They did not 
call a general strike, but instead en
couraged workers to walk out 
wherever they thought such action was 
possible. This call was taken up by 
36,000 workers across Quebec. 

Hospital workers, most of whom are 
organized in the CSN, led the way, 
with more than 10,000 walking out 
of a dozen hospitals across Quebec. 
This was followed by a strike and 
partial occupation carried out by 2,-
000 Radio Canada (the government
owned radio and television network) 
workers in Montreal. Thousands of 
workers and students walked out in 
a score of towns and cities. 

The place where the shutdown was 
most impressive was in J oliette, an 
industrial town of 20,000 to 25,000 
near Montreal. J oliette has been the 
scene of several militant strikes, in
cluding a strike at Canadian Gypsum 
that has been going on for more than 
a year. 

Making defense of the Canadian 
Gypsum workers the center of their 
struggle, between 10,000 and 13,000 
Joliette workers walked off the job, 
while more than 6,000 students and 
teachers left their classrooms. The 
town was completely shut down. 

On May 1, no buses operated in 
J oliette and almost all shops were 
closed. Banks, credit unions, depart
ment stores, and even Canadian Gyp
sum, which has been trying to operate 

without the saikers, were closed down. 
The day's activities in J oliette cul

minated in an afternoon rally, esti
mated at between 1,000 and 5,000. 

Montreal 
More than 15,000 marched on the 

evening of May 1 from Laurier Park 
to Lafontaine Park in Montreal's 
working-class east end district. The 
marchers represented many different 
unions in the Common Front, in
cluding strikers from United Aircraft 
and COFI (Centres d'Orientation et 
de Formation des Immigrants- Cen
ters for Orientation and Training for 
Immigrants). 

Delegations were present representing 
students who walked out at various 
high schools, Cegeps (junior colleges), 
and universities. Other marchers rep
resented groups fighting for the re
peal of Canada's anti-abortion law 
and supporters of free community-con
trolled child-care centers. 

The demonstration also had an in
ternational flavor. Scores of marchers 
took part in a contingent organized 
by the Quebec-Chile Committee 
shouting demands linking the strug
gle in Quebec with the struggle in 
Chile. Members of Montreal's large 
Greek community passed out leaflets 
attacking repression in their country. 
There were also contingents of Pal
estinian, Iranian, and other foreign 
students. 

The march was followed by a rally 
in Lafontaine Park. It was addressed 
briefly by Louis Laberge, president 
of the FTQ, Yvon Charbonneau, presi
dent of the ·CEQ, and Marcel Pepin, 
president of the CSN. 

Pepin pointed out that the power 
of the workers' demonstrations and 
the preceding strike by postal work
ers had forced the Canadian federal 
government to announce an immediate 
$500 across-the-board raise for all 
public workers in Canada. Pepin also 
announced that Quebec Premier Ro
bert Bourassa had agreed to meet 
with the leaders of the Common Front 
to discuss the unions' demands. 

Jean-Marie Gonthier, a leader of the 

United Auto Workers at UAC, also 
spoke. 

Suzanne Chartrand of the CSN 
spoke for the Quebec-Chile Committee. 
She called for- the reversal of the policy 
of the Canadian government, which 
has rejected the majority of refugees 
from military repression and terror 
in Chile who have attempted to enter 
Canada. Chartrand also announced 
that 23 members of the student wing 
of the Quebec-Chile Committee had 
been arrested that morning. 

At a news conference held the next 
day by the Quebec-Chile Committee, 
the 23 were described as members 
and sympathizers of the GMR (Group 
Marxiste Revolutionnaire- Revolu
tionary Marxist Group, a sym
pathizing organization of the Fourth 
International). They had been arrested 
after occupying the Chilean consulate 
in Montreal to underline the neces
sity of solidarity with the Chilean peo
ple. 

Weaknesses 
The May Day march in Montreal 

could have been more effective if it 
had concentrated on a set of clear de
mands such as those adopted by the 
Common Front conference in March. 
Although these demands were carried 
by many demonstrators, the union 
leadership attempted to set a v.ague 
tone in the action, limiting it to a 
"workers holiday." 

Members of the Ligue Socialiste Ou
vriere (LSO- Socialist Workers 
League, the Quebec wing of the League 
for Socialist Action-Ligue Socialiste 
Ouvriere, the pan-Canadian section of 
the Fourth International) proposed 
that the Montreal demonstration be 
centered on a few key themes, to in
crease its political impact. Thedemand 
for escalator clauses and support for 
the United Aircraft strikers were 
among the themes proposed by the 
LSO. 

The union leaders rejected this ap
proach, but nonetheless the May Day 
demonstrations and strikes were a sign 
of the growing militancy and class 
consciousness of workers in Quebec. 

9 



Indians lose bid for dismissal 
of case after S. Dakota cop riot 
By MARTY ANDERSON 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D.- American In
dians got another sample of white 
racist justice here last week. 

Judge Joseph Bottum refused to dis
miss charges against five defendants 
whose trial was broken up April 30 
by a brutal police assault 

Bottum, 70, also refused to declare 
a mistrial or disqualify himself from 
the case, despite the fact that he had 
ordered riot police into his court
room after Indian spectators refused 
to stand when he entered. Several In
dians were seriously injured. 

The defendants- four Indians and 
a white- are on trial for a demon
stration that took place Feb. 6, 1973, 
in Custer, S.D., to protest the killing 
of an Indian. The protest turned into 
a police riot, but in its aftermath, the 
demonstrators rather than the cops 
were charged with rioting. 

The state Circuit courtroom was 
tense here May 3, as Judge Bottum 
arrived to deliver his decision. 

One of the defendants, Dave Hill, 
an Indian, was carried into the court
room on a stretcher. He had been 
beaten up by riot cops during last 
week's unprovoked assault. 

Hill's face was swollen and his right 
eye sewed shut. When Bottum entered 

Protests hit 
brutal attack 

ST. PAUL, Minn.- Emergency 
protests were held here and in 
South Dakota last week, following 
the April 30 police assault on In
dians in the Sioux Falls courtroom. 

About 100 demonstrators pick
eted the federal courthouse in St. 
Paul May 3, in an action called on 
only two days' notice. 

One picket sign read: "Custer
Wounded Knee, Stop the Frame
ups." 

Demonstrators chanted, "Who's 
Guilty? The U.S. Government!" and 
"Drop the charges now!" Means and 
Banks briefly addressed the dem
onstrators. 

In Sioux Falls, 300 persons at
tended a rally near the Minnehaha 
County Courthouse May 1, where 
police had assaulted Indians in an 
unprovoked attack the day before. 

Defendant Dave Hill is carried into courtroom on a stretcher Militant/Brad Smith 

the courtroom, two defense workers 
who refused to stand were quietly re
moved. 

Ramon Roubideaux, a defense at
torney, told the judge that the police. 
attack had had a "chilling effect" and 
would prejudice the jury. 

Bottum's competence to judge this 
case is undercut by another fact. De
fense lawyer Jack Pratt observed that 
American Indian Movement (AIM) 
counsel Roubideaux will oppose Bot
tum in the upcoming election for cir
cuit judge! 

Bottum, nonetheless, denied all de
fense motions and granted a prose
cution motion over defense objections 
that Dave Hill be severed from the 
case and tried later. 

William Janklow, the prosecutor, 
made a hypocritical call for "an end 
to violence." 

Dave Hill responded, terming Jank
low's remarks "a nice speech." 

"I wish you would have made it 
before that mob of cops came in," 
Hill said. 

Pratt added that it was "not the de
fense who brought in guns and clubs," 
and "not the defense who initiated the 
violence." 

Meanwhile, harassment and attacks 
against Indians and supporters here 
continue. 

A Lutheran church was firebombed 
during the week. AIM maintains it 
was the act of white racists respond
ing to certain Lutheran ministers who 
have vowed support to the defen
dants. 

On May 3, one of the Indians ar
rested during the pollee assault on 

the courtroom was stabbed. Fortu
nately, the wound was slight. 

Eight AIM members have been ar
rested as a result of the police riot 
on a charge of injury to a public 
building- a felony. They have been 
arraigned and are out on bail. 

Among those arrested were AIM 
leaders Vernon Bellecourt and Ted 
Means. 

At a news conference, Means called 
for "stepping up demonstrations" to 
expose the racism that exists in the 
state. 

"We experience [racism] in the court
room," Means said, "we've experienced 
it in the jails, our children are ex
periencing it in the schools right here 
in Sioux Falls today. The racism is 
rampant." 

Later that night, The Militant inter
viewed Dave Hill in his hospital bed. 

Hill said that the police assault had 
been deliberate. No attempt was made 
to peacefully remove anyone from the 
courtroom, he said. 

He also blasted the judge's decision 
to sever him from the case. 

"If the state was interested in jus
tice," said Hill, "they would postpone 
the trial until my physical condition 
improved." 

Attorney Roubideaux agrees. He 
told The Militant that Hill's severance 
"would be very prejudicial" to the case. 

Some 50 extra South Dakota riot 
police have been moved in to aid Sioux 
Falls cops. Helmeted police stood in 
the county courthouse last week, 
armed with long riot clubs and shot
guns. No general spectators are al
lowed in the courtroom, only the de
fendants, their families, and the press. 

AIM trial judge demands Nixon tape 
By GREG CORNELL 
ST. PAUL, Minn.-President Nixon 
got another subpoena last week- this 
time from the federal court in St. Paul 
where the Wounded Knee trial is in 
progress. 

Nixon was ordered to turn over 
any White House tapes that contain 
conversations he had concerning last 
year's seizure of Wounded Knee, S.D. 

U.S. District Judge Fred Nichol, who 
is presiding over the trial of American 
Indian Movement (AIM) leaders Den
nis Banks and Russell Means, signed 
the authoriz~tion after a request by 
defense attorneys. 

William Kunstler, a defense attorney, 
told The Militant that the tapes may 
include plans for electronic surveillance 
at Wounded Knee last year. 

Kunstler said the taped conversa
tions may also include "exculpatory" 
material- that which would indicate 
the defendants' innocence. 

The subpoena was issued May 3 
after the defense produced the tran-
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script of a March 22, 1973. Senate 
hearing on the nomination of L. Pat
rick Gray as FBI director. 

Gray acknowledged at the hearing 
that he had discussed the Wounded 
Knee seizure with White House counsel 
John Dean. He said he had discussed 
the seizure with Dean the day before
which would have been March 21, 
1973. 

That's one of the dates for which 
Nixon recently turned over transcripts 
of his taped conversations to the 
House Judiciary Committee. 

Some portions were deleted from the 
tape by the White House, supposedly 
because they did not relate to Water
gate. 

Kunstler told The Militant that 
Gray's conversation about Wounded 
Knee must have been very important, 
if Gray talked to Dean about it at 
a time when Watergate so thoroughly 
preoccupied the White House. 

The White House must turn over 

the tapes to the court in St Paul May 
28. 

Earlier last week, Judge Nichol 
threatened again to dismiss the 
charges against Banks and Means 
when he learned that the prosecution 
had failed to turn over material to 
the defense as scheduled. 

Nichol accused the FBI of delib
erately holding up a statement signed 
by a witness. 

"It is complete disrespect for this 
court," said Nichol. "If this is the kind 
of arrogance I'm faced with, there's 
something I can do. And one of the 
things is to dismiss this case." 

Nichol himself is clearly on the de
fensive after he rejected a motion last 
month to dismiss the charges, despite 
a mountain of evidence showing gov
ernment misconduct and illegal wire
taps. 

Banks and Means face a trumped
up 10-count felony indictment for their 
leadership role in the 71-day seizure 
of Wounded Knee, S.D., last year.· 

Students 
confront 
city council 
over D.C. 
budget cut 
By ANNE SPRINGER 
WASH lNG TON, D. C. - Two hundred 
students from predominantly Black 
Federal City College marched on the 
city council here May 2 to demand 
the reinstatement of more than $1-
million cut from the college budget 
three weeks ago. 

Chanting, "Save our school!" and 
"We want our money back now!" the 
angry demonstrators held a spirited 
rally at the district building. 

Reginald Booker of the steering com
mittee of the Coalition to Save FCC 
linked the elimination of the teachers 
education department to the attacks 
on Black education throughout the 
country. 

The rally, chaired by Jane Joseph, 
was also addressed by Donald Isaacs 
of the African Liberation Support 
Committee; Harold Fisher of the 
Washington Teachers Union; Charles 
Cassell of the Organization for Polit
ical Equality Now; and Nan Bailey, 
mayoral candidate of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

Walter Fauntroy (D-D. C.) had 
agreed to speak, but canceled at the 
last moment 

Bailey charged that Congress was 
denying adequate funds for education 
in D. C., while allocating millions of 
dollars to support racist regimes in 
Portugal and South Africa. She sup
ported the call by FCC students for 
a march on Congress to demand ade
quate funds for the college. 

After the rally the demonstrators 
surged up to the city council cham
bers to confront John Nevius, the city 
council chairman. Nevius, a white Re
publican appointed by Nixon, pre
tended he didn't know why the stu
dents were demonstrating, despite two 
previous marches in the last three 
weeks, as well as many letters, peti
tions, and phone calls to him. 

In response to Nevius's paternalis
tic attitude toward them, the students 
called out, "We want our money back, 
now, that's all!" 

Nevius, who had voted with the rest 
of the city council to cut the funds, 
refused to indicate whether he favored 
the reinstatement. After an hour of dis
cussion with Nevius, the students 
voted to demand a public meeting 
of the city council to hear how the 
funds would be restored to the col
lege. The students proposed that the 
meeting be May 10 at 1 p.m. Nevius 
agreed to call the city council members 
to this meeting. 

The Coalition to Save FCC is orga
nizing a large turnout of students from 
FCC and other Black campuses in 
D. C. for the May 10 meeting. 

mpson 

Demonstration by Federal City College 
students last month. 



N.Y. publishers launch offensive against 
printers in newspaper automation battle 
By FRANK LOVELL 
NEW YORK-Shortly b-efore 1 a.m. 
May 7, a photoengraved plate of a 
single page of the New York Daily 
News was brought into the composing 
room of the nation's largest circula
tion newspaper. Printers refused to lock 
up the plate and send it on to the 
stereotypers, and were fired. 

Bertram Powers, president of New 
York Typographical Union No. 6was 
in the composing room, seized the 
plate, and destroyed it. It had been 
produced on new, automated equip
ment, partly with nonunion labor. It 
marked the start of an attempt by the 
publishers here to produce newspapers 
without printers. 

The early morning scene in the com
posing room of the News was the end 
of prolonged contract negotiations and 
the beginning of a new stage in the 
test of strength between the unions 
and publishers. The turning point 
came as expected and was enacted 
as if rehearsed. When the symbolic 
plate was destroyed, police entered and 
evicted the 200 printers who were 
working the night shift. Thus began a 
lockout of printers that may .quickly 
spread. 

Contract demands 
The printers' last contract expired 

March 30, 1973. For the past 16 
months Local 6 has been discussing 
contract terms with the publishers. 
During that time the publishers have 
not budged from their original offer 
of an annual $13.85-a-week pay raise. 
They also demand a free hand to in
troduce computerized typesetting and 
other forms of automation in the com
posing rooms. -This is the stickler that 
stands in the way of settlement. 

Management at the News claims to 
have lost $2-million in advertising 
revenue because of a 19-d.ay slowdown 
by the printers that began April 18, 
severely reducing the size of the paper 
and curtailing suburban editions. The 
printers initiated the job action to en
courage a faster pace at the negotiating 
table. 

The New York Times, Daily Nws, 
and Nw York Post, negotiating as 
the Publishers Association of New York 
City, stand in a solid front against 
the union. If the News is unable to 
publish successfully, the Times man
agement has announced that its presses 
and other equipment will be avail
able. 

Printers at the Times think it doubt
ful that the News can publish the huge 
Sunday edition on schedule. That will 

be the test, they say. They are ex
pecting transferred work from the 
News, and if that happens they will 
refuse to handle it. 

Whether the Publishers Association 
is looking for an excuse to lock out 
the printers at all three New York 
papers is not yet clear. A May 8 
Times story says the Times "has 
pledged support to The News and 
help, if requested, so it can get out 
a newspaper without the printers." 

1962-63 strike 
In 1962-63 the publishers in New 

York closed all papers for 114 days 
in an effort to break the back of the 
newspaper unions. That effort failed 
because the printing-trades craft unions 

These unions - representing the 
photoengravers, stereotypers, press op
erators, mailers, truckers, editorial 
staff, and reporters- are not officially 
endorsing the stand of the printers. 

Instead, their official position is that 
workers should let their conscience be 
their guide- each should decide in
dividually whether to cross the print
ers'. picket lines. This is the negation 
of trade unionism, which is based on 
the principle that workers can best 
defend their interests through united 
action. 

In this case, other News workers 
who refuse to go to work do not col
lect strike benefits, so there is heavy 
economic pressure to cross the picket 
lines. 

Printers' picket line at Daily News. At center is Bertram Powers, president of Typo
graphical Union Local 6. 

were then united in their stand against 
the publishers and the publishers 
lacked the powerful weapon of auto
mation, which has been perfected 
during the past decade. This time, the 
publishers hope to continue operating 
by isolating the printers from the other 
craft unions. 

During the months of negotiations, 
eight craft unions representing news
paper workers signed contracts with 
the publishers, accepting the wage in-

· crease of $13.85 a week. This is about 
5 percent, in conformity with guide
lines laid down by Nixon's Cost of 
Living Council. 

On May 6, the executive committee 
of the New York Newspaper Guild 
voted by a narrow 9-to-7 majority, 
with two abstentions, not to honor the 
printers' picket lines. 

At a packed meeting here May 7, 
1,200 Guild members from the Nws 
voted not to ask the executive com
mittee to reconsider this decision. This 
action came after they heard a re
port from Local 6 President Bertram 
Powers, who stated thatthebeleaguered 
printers are not seeking formal en
dorsement and do not want other 
unions to jeopardize their contrac
tual relations with the publishers by 

violating signed agreements. 
This "strategy" rationalizes the di

visions and weakness of the craft 
unions by holding out the hope that 
attempts to publish without printers 
under present circumstances will prove 
too expensive for the publishers. 

The argument is advanced that the 
publishers are now "forced" to keep 
all other workers on the payroll, thus 
adding to their heavy expenses of at
tempting to publish under conditions 
that have seriously impaired their 
ability to produce lucrative adver
tisements. 

Guild strike lessons 
A similar "strategy" was tried and 

found wanting in the ineffective 17-day 
strike by the Newspaper Guild at the 
Washington Post. The strike ended 
April 24 on terms virtually the same 
as those originally offered by the pub
lisher. 

In that "unorthodox, picketless 
strike," the editorial staff and report
ers attempted to force concessions by 
withholding "professional services" 
while asking printers and other em-

-ployees to continue working. 
The worst blow to the New York 

printers has been delivered by the 
executive council of the International 
Typographical Union (ITU) in Colo
rado Springs, Colo. 

In its limited 48-page edition pub
lished May 8, the first without print
ers, the News gloats, "Parent Union 
Refuses to Back News Printers." 

The News story quotes the ITU 
statement as follows: "After the facts 
relating to the remaining issues in
volving these negotiations and the 
present dispute are submitted in de
tail to President John J. Pilch of the 
International Typographical Union, 
the Executive Council will then de
termine whether a lockout should be 
recognized or a strike authorized." 

Printers here are clinging to the hope 
that the ITU executive council will 
not allow the largest local- "the big 
6"- of the printers union to be 
smashed. 

Another hope of many printers here 
is that AFL-CIO Central Labor Coun
cil head Harry Van Arsdale will 
make good on his pledge of support. 

The only other union that has re
fused to sign with the publishers is the 
International Brotherhood of Electri
cal Workers. They have as yet given 
no indication that they are prepared 
to strike, but they are expected to do 
so if urged by the Central Labor Conn-

Continued on page 26 

S.F. Sears strike ends in victory for workers 
By JEFF MACKLER 
SAN FRANCISCO- Three hundred 
scabs lost their jobs May 6 as the 
strikers of Retail Clerks Local 1100 
returned to work with a signed con
tract that fully maintained the dignity 
of their union and provided for im
portant wage improvements. 

By a vote of 231 to 11, the strikers 
ended their eight-and-a-half-month bat
tle with the nation's fourth largest cor
poration, Sears Roebuck, on terms 
that few in the labor movement had 
thought possible. 

The negotiated settlement provides 
for three 30-cent hourly wage increases 
- one for each year of the three-year 
contract. The new contract is retroac
tive to the expiration of the last Local 
1100 contract, which was in August 
1972. Local 1100 had worked for 
almost a full year without a contract 
before their strike began last August. 

The retroactivity provision does not 
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apply, however, to the "big-ticket" 
salespeople, who constitute one-third 
to one-quarter of the strikers. These 
workers, who sell large appliances, 
furniture, TV sets, etc., receive the 
same wage increase, but it becomes 
effective in August 1974. That is, 
about three months from now. But 
the essential structure of the previous 
big-ticket contract was maintained in
tact despite Sear's efforts to take back 
key gains of past years. 

All observers · agree that the big
ticket issue was the key to the ent-ire 
strike. Until last week, Sears had in
sisted on a big-ticket proposal that 
would have effectively broken the 
union in the two San Francisco stores 
-the only two in the nation holding 
strong contracts. 

The great majority of the strikers 
could have _ settled on roughly ac
ceptable terms at the beginning of the 

battle. But they continually voted to 
reject Sear's attempt at union busting 
and stuck together until an acceptable 
settlement was won for all Local 1100 
members. 

During the entire strike, orily seven 
of 300 strikers returned to work. 
Seventy percent of the strikers were 
women, who set an example for the 
entire labor movement by their deter
mination to keep the union together 
in the face of mounting pressure by 
Sears to force them back to work. 
In the roughest days of the strike, 
the women workers, constituting the 
lowest-paid Sears employees, voted re
peatedly to maintain the solidarity of 
the strike. 

Local 1100's victory-and it must 
be called that-opens up new pos
sibilities for future organization of 
Sears employees in the remaining 13 
Sears stores in the Bay Area. 

M ilitont/ Joseph 
Mass picketing at Sears stores was one 
tactic used to win support for strikers' 
demands. 
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In Our Opinion 

Labor got 'zapped' 
Obituaries for the government's "wage-price" controls, which 
expired April 30 with few mourners, have been quite a bit 
more honest than the birth notices. When they were set up in 
1971, the administration promised a fair deal to all and 
quick success in the "war against inflation." 

But let's listen to Arnold Weber, former head of the Cost of 
Living Council, explain the government's real intention: "Busi
ness had been leaning on Shultz and McCracken [top Nixon 
economic advisers] to do something about the economy, es
pecially wages," Weber commented a few weeks ago. "The idea 
of the freeze and Phase II was to zap labor, and we did." 

They sure did. Prices are rising at least three times as fast 
as they were when controls were imposed, while workers' 
wage increases have been cut in half. · 

Since the mid-1960s the U.S. capitalists have been faced 
with much sharper competition for markets from Japan and 
the West European capitalist powers, which have substantial
ly lower labor costs. They sought to improve their competitive 
position . by a direct attack on the real wages of American 
workers, using the capitalist government as a battering ram. 
That was basically what controls were all about. 

But having achieved their real aims with stunning success, 
controls became discredited and turned into a political liability. 
Neither Nixon nor Congress was willing to take responsibility 
for retaining them. For now the Cost of Living Council con
tinues only as a "watch-dog" agency without direct wage-con
trol authority. 

The disastrous 32-month experience of"wage-price" controls 
holds a vital lesson for the labor movement. This wage-cutting 
scheme could never have succeeded without the cooperation 
of the top union officials. Such figures as AFL-CIO President 
George Meany accepted the controls and lent their authority 
to them by sitting on those very government boards entrusted 
with slashing wage settlements. 

Now Meany and Company are full of militant talk about 
opposing wage controls and demanding big wage increases
to make up for what they've given away since 1971. But it's 
clear they haven't learned a thing. Construction union offi
cials, for example, are rushing to set up voluntary "stabiliza
tion" boards that will be just as treacherous. 

The panacea Meany is pushing now is the "veto-proof Con
gress." This simply means electing more Democrats. It ignores 
the fact that the Democratic-controlled Congress was initially 
responsible for wage-control legislation; that the Democrats 
as well as Republicans have pushed the attack on workers' 
incomes; and that Nixon's antilabor policies have had bi
partisan backing. 

Millions of working people have had a firsthand experience 
in the futility of relying on the government to control prices. 
Polls show that faith in the capacity of the government to 
improve the economic situation has fallen drastically. At the 
same time, the growing popularity of wage escalator clauses 
points to a tendency to rely on labor's own strength. 

But the end of controls doesn't mean the end of govern
ment interference in collective bargaining. New attacks, per
haps in different forms, are certain. To successfully defend 
the workers' standard of living, the union movement will have 
to end the policy of cooperating with government wage-control 
schemes in any guise. 

Quebec example 
Workers in Quebec have set a powerful example for their 
brothers and sisters in this country. The fight against infla
tion was the central theme of militant May Day demonstra
tions involving thousands of workers. Some 36,000 workers 
struck for the day. 

The three major trade union federations in Quebec have 
mapped out a united campaign to win the reopening of all 
contracts, lump-sum increases to make up for past losses 
from inflation, cost-of-living escalator clauses, a higher min
imum wage, and the application of an excalator clause to 
the minimum wage, pensions, and other social benefits. 

A number of strikes have broken out in Quebec and across 
Canada, with the escalator clause as a key demand. 

Similar militant action is urgently needed in the U. S., where 
workers have suffered a 4. 7 percent drop in real wages in the 
last year. The only effective protection against inflation is 
an escalator that raises wages to fully compensate for price 
increases- not as computed by rigged government indexes, 
but as determined by union-consumer price-watch committees. 
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Pronunciation 
I'm a subscriber to the people's pa
per, The Militant, and enjoy read
ing it. But I have one complaint 
and suggestion. You see, I have great 
difficulty pronouncing names such 
as Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Pyotr Gri
gorenko, and other names of So-
viet dissidents you so often speak 
of in The Militant. I'm sure I am 
not alone in trying to tackle the 
correct pronunciation of these names. 

If possible, could you add a pro
nunciation of the difficult names? I 
know for myself it would be very 
helpful. It can be very discouraging 
to have to use initials instead of 
full names. 
A prisoner 
Kansas 

In reply- Following is the pronun
ciation for a few of the names 
of Soviet dissidents that often ap
pear in The Militant. 
Alek sandr Solzhenitsyn ( sol-zhen
EET-sin) 
Pyotr (pee-YAW-ter) Grigorenko 
(gree-gor-YEN -ko) 
Andrei Sakharov (SA-khar-off) 
Pavel Litvinov (leet-VEEN-off) 
Vyacheslav (vee-A-che-slav) Chorno
vil (CHOR-no-veel) 
Leonid Plyushch (plee-YOU-shch) 

Read and reread 
I'd like to tell you that there are 
are about 10 dudes on the line of 
The Militant. I mean that there are 
10 dudes who read it after me. So 
you can believe it does get read 
and reread. And we all appreciate 
it very much. Also, we have small 
group discussions about the articles 
you print. For instance, after we all 
read the paper we discuss different ar
ticles, and that way a person gets a 
broader outlook on what's happen
ing. 
A prisoner 
California 

'Expletive deleted' 
Apparently the Nixon gang is bent 
on disproving the Marxist tenet that 
no class leaves the stage of history 
until it has exhausted all of its cre
ative potential. As political represen
tatives of the U.S. ruling class, 
they have been most inventive with 
language, having given us such new 
expressions as "inoperative," "laun
dered money," and "dirty tricks." 

But with the publication of the ex
purgated White House tapes on Ap
ril 30, it becomes clear that we had 
hitherto only seen the top of the 
rhetorical iceberg. 

In particular, I was intrigued by 
the repeated occurrence of the phrase 
"expletive deleted." I checked the dic
tionary and added a new word to 
my personal vocabulary, to wit 
"Expletive-1) an exclamatory word 
or phrase, esp. one that is obscene 
or profane; 2) a person or thing 
that serves as filler; one who is su
perfluous." 

How appropriate! The euphemisms 
chosen by Nixon to cover up his own 
foul language aptly characterize his 
own rotten administration and the 
class it serves. Both are expletives, 
unnecessary parasites on the back of 
humanity, and- along with their 
moral, social, and linguistic obscen
ity- must be deleted as speedily as 
possible! 
Bob Cantrick 
New York, N.Y. 

Letters 
Congress prays 
I work for a small southern New 
Jersey radio station. (I have the dis
tinction of being their token woman.) 
Tonight I came across an announce
ment in our "public service announce
ments" notebook that reads: 

"The Congress of the United States 
of America has proclaimed the 30th 
of April, 197 4, as a national day of 
'humiliation, fasting, and prayer.' 
Congress wants us to join them in a 
day of repentence of our national 
sins and to proclaim our full de
pendence on Him .... " 
~agine that! What incredible nerve! 

Congress wants us to share the blame 
for the government's crimes. And not 
only that, but they try to reduce their 
own responsibility for doing some
thing about it by asking us to pray 
that God will correct the nation's ills. 

This country's problems are not 
going to be solved by prayers. Im
provement will come only when peo
ple realize that they have the power 
through mass action to take govern
mental power out of the hands of the 
rich few and put it where it belongs
in the hands of the people. 
Nancy Reubert 
Lindenwold, N.J. 

Escalator douses 
Frank Lovell's column in the May 3 
Militant on cost-of-living clauses in 
union contracts was right on the 
mark. He not only points to the 
critical need for such clauses, but al
so the error of tying them to the 
government's weak Consumer Price 
Index (CPI). 

But there's one other shortcoming 
of even the best of escalator clauses 
that needs correcting. The auto work
ers have the best link to the CPI, 
allowing for a one-cent increase in 
hourly wages for each 0.35 point in
crease in the index. Yet this is con
siderably less than what is needed. 

The escalator clauses should be 
based on the wages of the higher 
paid, skilled workers, which would 
then allow workers earning less to 
receive proportionately higher cost
of-living adjustments as compensation 
for the greater price increases in food, 
electricity, gasoline, and other items 
that contitute the greater part of 
their spendings. If escalators were 
pegged to a wage rate of $10 per 
hour, it would require a one-cent 
increase for every 0.15 point rise in 
the CPl. 

This should be the minimum- not 
one cent less! No trust in the gov
ernment's CPI, either; for indepen
dent price-watch committees of unions 
and consumer groups! 
Walt Snyder 
Albany, N.Y. 

Frank Lovell replies-Walt Snyder 
is certainly correct in noting the in
adequacy of most escalator clauses. 
However, I don't think his proposed 
solution speaks to the key point. 

Wage escalators should be geared 
to rising prices, not existing wages. 
If the cost of the working-class mar
ket basket goes up $5 one week, 
then workers should receive $5 more 
in their paychecks for that week. 
This applies to all workers regard
less of their hourly pay scale. 

Of course, such an escalator clause 
that keeps wages fully abreast of 
rising prices would need to be based 
on a more accurate index than the 
Labor Department provides. 



FBI documents 
I have read your publication for the 
past 14 months that I have been im
prisoned and it is a good blend of 
forthright reporting and courage to 
present things as they are. No metro
politan newspaper had the guts to 
print the photostat copies of FBI 
documents you included in The Mili
itant. Such factual stories permit the 
public interested in the truth to get 
to the heart of the matter. 

The Militant is well received at this 
institution, and it is passed on and 
read until it gets as limp as a wet 
dishrag. 
A prisoner 
California 

Haitian newspapers 
The Labadie Collection of Hatcher 
Library has been receiving The Mili
tant for quite some time, and it has 
always proven to be an Invaluable 
source of information on social pro
test groups and movements. In the 
April 12, 1974, issue there was an 
article about a Haitian protest rally. 
Two Haitian groups, Le Patriote Hai
tien and Realites Haitiennes, were 
mentioned. According to the article, 
each group publishes a newspaper of 
the same name. 

We are very eager to get in touch 
with these two groups in order to 
make arrangements for receiving their 
newspapers in our collection. We 
would very much appreciate your 
sending us an address for each of 
the groups. 
Elaine Heumann 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

In reply- The addresses you request-
ed are: · 
Realites Haitiennes, P. 0. Box 1202, 
New York, N.Y. 10027 and Le Pa
triote Haitien, P. 0. Box 2984, New 
York, N.Y. 10001. 

It certainly would 
An article in the financial section 
of the New York Times reminded 
me of a point recently made by 
The Militant. According to the Times, 
Rawleigh Warner Jr., chairman of 
the Mobil Oil Corporation, told a 
New Orleans shareholders meeting, 
"if you take our entire profit away," 
gasoline would only be about two 
cents cheaper. 

That is probably a lot of bunk, 
but only the inside top management 
knows the actual cost prices and prof
its. 

The Militant on Feb. 8 noted that 
Rawleigh Warner's salary and stock 
options pulled him in $389,167 
and that he owned 25,450 shares of 
Mobil worth $1,272,500. 

But one thing is for sure: 
If Mobil's profits were eliminated 

it would cost Rawleigh Warner Jr. 
one hell of a bundle. 
E.S. 
New York, N.Y. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dieate if your name may be used or 
If you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

Signs of the times 
Nationalization of industry is associated with so
cialism- a fundamental economic and social change 
from the anarchy of capitalism to a rational society 
based on production for use instead of profit. 

Socialists envisage the day when private owner
ship of industry will be replaced by common owner
ship, when a democratically constituted workers gov
ernment will plan for the basic needs of the new 
society, when all people will produce according to 
their ability and the needs of each will be satisfied. 

With the general breakdown of dog-eat-dog capital
ist society- the growing scarcities, rising prices, un
employment, pollution, wanton squandering of nat
ural resources, and contrived energy crises, com
bined with staggering corporate profits- there is a 
growing demand to nationalize some sectors of in
dustry. But this is not yet accompanied by any move 
to replace corrupt capitalist government with a work
ers government that will introduce industrial de
mocracy. 

Some timid suggestions that the oil industry ought 
to be nationaUzed have come from top officials of 
the union movement, including AFL-CIO President 
George Meany, who has never been associated with 
socialism. 

It is a curious fact that there are some now who 
pretend that late in life Meany has acquired an ink
ling of socialist ideas, and even more curious that 
Meany lends credence to this pretense while deny
ing the imputation. The March 28 issue of New 
America, published by the right-wing Social Demo
crats, USA, carries an exchange between Meany and 
a reporter. The conversation took place Feb. 25, 
when the AFL-CIO executive council, at its winter 
session in Bal Harbour, Fla., was talking about 
na.tionalization and doing nothing. 

Reporter: "Nationalization of the oil industry? Can 
you amplify that?" 

'Meany: "I can only amplify it by saying that you 
are right We did discuss it and we will most likely 
be discussing it again ... n 

Reporter: "Do you believe this is a socialistic move?" 
Meany: "Oh, yes, yes. It is very socialistic. 
"It is socialistic like back in the '30's when we 

determined this country needed an airline- industry 
and nobody could afford to support an airline in-

i La Raza en Acci6nl 

dustry, so the government supported an airline in
dustry. 

"It is socialistic to the extent that we took away 
transit facilities from private interests in many of 
the cities of this country because we found out that 
the people were getting cheated and it was in the 
public interest to take those transit facilities away 
and put them under public ownership •... 

"It is socialistic in the way that public utilities have 
been taken away from private enterprise and put 
in the hands of the municipalities, or the states or 
federal government 

"It is socialistic in the same way as TV A is so-
cialistic. 

"You want more examples?" 
Reporter: "I didn't say .... " 
Meany: "You know it's a funny [expletive deleted] 

thing that something that helps poor people, like 
school lunches, is socialistic. But something like 
several hundred million dollars for a big corpora
tion to take it out of hock, that's not socialistic. 

"We are taking public money now putting it into 
the railroads. We are forming a rail corporation. 
That's public money. That's your money and my 
money. 

"We are giving it to a private corporation, but 
that's not socialistic. But to provide school lunches 
for children, somehow or the other that is social
istic. 

"And I'm not a socialist Or at least by definition 
or name, anyway." 

None of this has anything to do with socialism, 
but it sounds as if it could have. It is a far cry 
from Meany's boast shortly after the AFL-CIO mer
ger in 1955 that he had never walked a picket line 
in his life. 

Meany hasn't changed any during the past 20 
years. The times have changed. Meany and others 
like him talk differently to suit the times. 

They are echoing the sentiments of many millions 
who want to curb the reckless, profit-greedy corpora
tions. 

Nationalization of industry is one of the ways 
to do this, if production is then put under the con
trol of the workers, This should be one of the central 
aims of the union movement today. 

Miguel Pendas. 

Obreros Unidos 
In 1969, Chicano workers at the Del Monte can
nery in Crystal City, Texas, began trying to or
ganize an independent union. Teamster officials had 
signed a sweetheart contract with Del Monto behind 
the backs of the workers. A series of government 
maneuvers prevented the workers from holding an 
election. Finally, the workers voted Oct. 29, 1973. 
Obreros Unidos lndependientes (United Independent 
Workers) won hands down. It was certified as the 
official collective bargaining agent by the National 
Labor Relations Board this past Nov. 6. 

While in Crystal City recently, I spoke with union 
President Antonio Rios and business agent Gregoria 
Delgado. They told of the conditions that led the 
workers to discard the Teamsters. 

"They used to run the union as a business, just 
for money, instead of helping the people," said Rios. 
Officers were appointed in San Antonio. Rios re
called that as a shop steward elected by the work
ers, he never received any cooperation from the bu
reaucrats in San Antonio. Rios and Delgado should 
know what conditions were like with the Teamsters; 
they have worked at Del Monte more than 15 years, 
since their teens. 

Three-and-a-half months after being certified, Obre
ros Unidos had negotiated a new contract. "We didn't 
get everything we wanted," said Rios, but some im
provements were made. Wages will go up 18 cents 
to $2.80 an hour the first year and an additional 
20 cents the second. Under the Teamsters, five cents 
is all the workers got in three years! 

There will be more paid holidays, leaves, and a 
credit union too, now that the workers have begun 
to take.part in negotiating their own contract. . · 

An important victory was the establishment""'of a 

day-care center paid for by the company. There 
was strong pressure for this, Delgado explained, 
because during the peak spinach season, women 
make up 60 percent of the work force. 

Many unorganized Chicano workers in south Texas 
have heard about Obreros Unidos. And workers in 
several areas trying to organize unions in their work
places have turned to the independent union for help 
in recent months. 

Garment workers in Carrizo Springs, which is 10 
miles from Cristal, formed a committee to press fer
ward some grievances and to start organizing a 
union at the Carrizo Manufacturing Company. The 
company, trying to appease the workers, raised 
wages by 20 cents to $1.80 an hour, and threw in 
Christmas as a paid holiday. And then they fired 
six members of the committee. The workers are filing 
a complaint with the NLRB to protest the frrings 
and other illegal antiunion intimidation that has 
taken place. 

Cafeteria workers in San Marcos, near San An
tonio, and garment workers in Eagle Pass have ex
pressed an interest in Obreros Unidos. Even work
ers in Piedras Negras, just across the border from 
Eagle Pass, have contacted the union. Many of the 
plants in Piedras Negras are Yankee-owned outfits 
set up to take advantage of lower wages prevailing 
in Mexico. 

With its limited resources, Obreros Unidos can't 
aid all these organizing efforts. But with help from 
Texas Raza Unida Party activists and other sup
porters, this fledgling union could give a real im
petus to the struggle to unionize predominantly Chi
cano south Texas. 
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Gaullists suffer defeat in French elections 
By CAROLINE LUND 
The results of the May 5 election in 
France put the last nail in the cof
fin of the Gaullist coalition that has 
ruled the country since 1958. With 
an unusually high voter turnout of 
85 percent, Union of the Left candi
date Franc;ois Mitterrand received a 
plurality of 43 percent. Runner-up was 
conservative Finance Minister Valery 
Giscard d'Estaing of the Independent 
Republican Party, with nearly 33 per
cent. 

Jacques Chaban-Delmas, candidate 
of the Gaullist UDR (Union for the 
Defense of the Republic), trailed with 
only 14.8 percent. 

The only two candidates challenging 
Mitterrand from the left, exposing and 
denouncing his class-collaborationist 
program, were Alain Krivine, candi
date of the Revolutionary Communist 
Front, and Arlette Laguiller of Work
ers Struggle. Krivine ran againstPom
pidou in the 1969 presidential elec
tions representing the Communist 
League, French section of the Fourth 
International, which was banned last 
year by the Pompidou regime. 

According to the Paris daily Le 
Moruie, Krivine polled 0.37 percent 
of the vote (93, 662), and Laguiller 
received 2.35 (594,120). She was the 

-- only woman candidate. 
Since no candidate won a majority 

of the votes, a runoff will be held 

May 19 between Mitterrand and Gis
card d' Estaing. 

The Gaullist coalition had managed 
to achieve a decade of relative stability 
for French capitalism under the strong 
presidential system inaugurated in 
1958. The relative calm was shattered 
by the revolutionary upsurge in May 
1968, when millions of French work
ers went out on a nationwide general 
strike and occupied their factories. 

The upsurge was defeated because 
of the traitorous policies of the Com
munist Party, but mass discontent with 
the government has continued to rise. 
Militant strikes and demonstrations by 
workers, as well as protests by stu
dents, farmers, women, soldiers, and 
other social layers, have proliferated. 
A major issue is the soaring infla
tion rate of 16 percent. 

The May 5 vote represented a mas
sive repudiation of the Gaullist heirs, 
who have presided over this deteriora
tion in the living standards of the 
French workers and small farmers 
and shopkeepers. 

The approach of the Communist and 
Socialist parties has been to try to 
channel the growing mass struggles 
into a new experiment in popular front 
'politics through the formation of the 
Union of the Left, an electoral bloc 
between the two mass reformist parties 
of the French working class and a 
small split-off from the bourgeois 

Radical Party. 
Mitterrand is formally the candidate 

of the Socialist Party. But the real 
meaning ·of his candidacy is reflected 
in the fact that he is the common candi
date of the Union of the Left. 

There are many illusions in the 
French working class about the Mit
terrand candidacy. The fact that he 
is supported by the two large reformist 
parties of the French working class, 
and formally endorsed by the large 
trade-union federations, has led many 
to view Mitterrand as the candidate 
of a united front of the workers orga
nizations. 

In reality his campaign represents 
the polar opposite of a class united 
front. It is a class-collaborationist pop
ular front that is being born. 

In his campaign speeches, Mitter
rand has tried to assure the capitalists 
that as president he would "maintain 
social peace." He has pledged that he 
and his labor supporters would "dis
cuss among ourselves and make each 
other understand the sacrifices we must 
make." In plainer language, Mitter
rand would tell the workers to stop 
striking and keep sacrificing- to main
ta~n capitalist rule in France. 

H Mitterrand is elected in the second 
round, he is pledged to form a pop
ular front-type government, drawing 
ministers from the SP, CP, and Left 

Continued on page 26 workers to sacrifice. 

1,000 rally for civil rights for gays in New York 
NEW YORK-One thousand people 
rallied in Sheridan Square here May 
4 to demand the passage of lntro 2, 
a gay civil rights bill. The bill is 
scheduled to come up for a vote in 
the city council, after being bottled 
up in committee for more than three 
years. 

The action was called on short no
tice by a broad coalition of gay 
groups and others supporting passage 
of lntro 2 in response to a right-wing 
threat to the civil rights legislation. 

The leadership of the Uniformed 
Fire Officers Association had called 
a highly publicized "mass rally" at 

city hall for April 30 in opposition to 
lntro 2, though a rally was not held 
for lack of participants. 

The rightist campaign provided a 
pretense for several Democratic Party 
councilmen to back away from the 
bill. In addition to the leadership of 
the Uniformed Fire Officers Associa
tion, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
.and the police are spearheading the 
antigay drive. 

Speaker after speaker at the May 
4 rally pointed out that Intro 2 would 
reiterate the right not to be discrim
inated against, as guaranteed by the 
federal Constitution. 

Jeanne O'Leary of New York Les
bian Liberation pointed to the need 
for a united struggle and a return to 
the streets again and again until In
tro 2 is passed. 

A speaker from the National Or
ganization for Women traced the reac
tionary stands of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese. She cited the Arch
diocese's support for the Vietnam war 
policies of Johnson and Nixon and the 
central role the Archdiocese played in 
creating and leading the anti-abortion 
lobby. The speaker pledged NOW's 
continued support for Intro 2; 

Others speaking or supporting the 
rally included a number of Democratic 
Party politicians, the Gay Activists Al
liance, the National Gay Task Force, 
Gay Rights Action Coalition, Matta
chine Society, Women's Political Cau
cus, and Socialist Workers Party. 

Earlier, on April 20, 250 supporters 
of Intro 2 marched up Fifth Avenue 
from Washington Square Park to a 
rally in Union Square. This demon
stration was called by the Gay Rights 
Action Coalition. 

The city council is scheduled to vote 
on lntro 2 later this month. 

Chicago's gas leak disaster: Who's to blame? 
On Friday, April 26, on the Far South Side of 
Chicago, a storage tank began leaking its con
tents. In two days an estimated 100,000 gallons 
of silicon tetrachloride had gushed from the tank. 
Combining with the air's moisture, the chemical 
produced dense blue clouds of caustic fumes con
taining hydrochloric. acid. The noxious gas blanket-
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ed seven square miles of the nearby Black com
munity. 

The situation was worst at the Altgeld Gardens 
housing development. As their eyes, throats, and 
lungs became inflamed, people began to flee the 
gas cloud, telephoning police and fire departments 
for aid. 

One person died as a result of the disaster. Scores 
required hospitalization. Doctors said people who 
breathed the fumes could expect three or four days 
of headaches and symptoms of a bad chest cold. 
Medical authorities said the fumes could have been 
fatal to children and persons with respiratory ill
nesses. Only a favorable wind averted more wide
spread disaster. 

Where can responsibility be placed for this ca
tastrophe? 

To answer this question, we can begin by look
ing at how the city administration responded. A 
full seven hours went by before police took "action," 
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by ordering 16,000 residents to evacuate their 
homes. People were left to find their own means of 
escape, however. 

On April 28, when heavy rains increased the 
danger of a new tide of gas, Mayor Daley's re
sponse was to claim the acid fumes "are no threat 
at this time." 

What about the company that owned the storage 
tanks? The Bulk Terminals Company, which stored 
the gas-producing chemicals, proved incapable of 
stopping the leak until Tuesday, April 30. They 

Victims qf noxious gas 

didn't have an effective method of neutralizing the 
acid. Nor did they have an acid-resistant pump 
for emptying the leaking tank. Clearly, this firm 
did not consider it its business to include con
sideration of the safety of the nearby community. 

What about the role of the government regula
tors? It happened that the Bulk tank farm had been 
visited only the previous day by an inspector from 
th~ state Environmental Protection Agency. How
ever, the EPA was empowered to inspect only for 
unsafe loading procedures to and from the tanks, 
not for leaks. ' 

State's Attorney Bernard Carey assured reporters 
that "if it can be proven that there was criminal 
negligence, a fine of $1,000 and a sent(!nce of up 
to qne year in the county jail could be imposed." 
These are the limits of the action the government 
is prepared to take against those who poison an 
an entire community! 

Speaking of "criminal negligence," we should be
gin by looking at the state government. A year 
ago a bill was introduced in the Illinois legislature 
merely requiring firms storing toxic or noxious 
materials to register with the state. 

The bill was defeated, according to Illinois At
torney General William Scott, by "powerful business 
interests." These capitalist interests were so con
cerned about maximizing their profits that they 
would not concede to the public even the right to 
know where dangerous chemicals are being stored! 
These profit-mongers, and their Democratic and 
Republican servants in government, stand behind 
every instance of the negligence, callousness, and 
outright deception connected with the April 26 dis
aster. -DAN CAINE 
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This year the Socialist Workers 
Party is running more than 100 
candidates for Congress and state 
and local offices in 15 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

Unlike the crooked lawyers and 
tax-dodging millionaires who are 
the standard-bearers of the Dem
ocratic and Rep ubi ican parties, the 
socialist candidates are working 
people who are active supporters 
and participants in struggles 
against oppression. Most impor
tant, they are running campaigns 
that speak to the interests of the 
workers, not their exploiters. 

The following eight-page special 
feature gives a picture of the pro
gram and activities of the 1974 
SWP campaigns across the coun
try. 

The first article is the recently 
published platform of the Califor
nia Socialist Workers Party, which 
provides an explanation of the so
cialist alternative in 1974 and a 
comprehensive statement of the 
SWP's positions on the key is
sues. The California SWP ticket 
is headed by Olga Rodriguez for 
governor and Dan Styron for U.S. 
Senate. 

For more information, or to find 
out how you can become involved 
in the socialist campaign effort, 
contact the SWP or Young So
cialist Alliance in your area. Ad
dresses are listed on page 26. 

Socialists often hear the objection: "So
cialism is a good idea but it's not 
practical-it would never work." But 
today it is more apparent than ever 
that it is the present system -capital
ism- that is impractical and unwork
able. 
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The richest nation in history has 
been hit with sudden shortages of ba
sic necessities. We are living with sky
rocketing prices, climbing unemploy
ment, racism, sexism, and deteriora
tion of the quality of life. 

Democratic and Republican politi~ 

cians use the methods of Watergate 
to undermine our democratic rights. 
The Republican and Democratic par
ties are beholden to the rich capital
ists who control this country. Both 
capitalist parties pursue a policy of 
policing the world for the benefit of 
the big corporations- a policy that 
threatens war and nuclear destruction. 

Working people produce more than 
ever, yet are taking home less. Even 
government figures, which are de
signed to cover up the real situation, 
show that wages have fallen 4.5 per
cent this past year after taxes and in
flation. 

In 1973, food prices jumped 20 per
cent, and the cost of fuel oil and coal 
went up 45 percent Inflation this year 
is worse. In January alone real wages 
fell more than 1 percent as price hikes 
took another bite out of our pay 
checks. At the same time, unempfoy
ment in California is predicted to rise 
up to 8 percent. Already 700,000 Cal
ifornians are out looking for jobs. 

The energy crisis is blamed for 
3,000 layoffs a week in California; 
workers in auto, aircraft, and other 
industries are affected. Antipollution 
measures, already inadequate, are 
being rolled back, endangering the 
California coastline, our environment, 
and our health, especially in the many 
California cities that already have se
vere smog problems. 

While the federal budget for war
a prime cause of inflation- is being 
hiked, funds for education, welfare, 
child care, and other social services 
are being slashed. 

Hit first and hardest are those al
ready on the bottom- Blacks, Chi
canos, Asians and women. 

With Democratic and Republican pol-

iticians as accomplices, the monopo
lies and trusts deliberately restrict pro
duction and create artificial scarcity 
that leads to price explosions. In 1973 
it was meat. Now it is oil and gas. 
And we are told that shortages of 
metals, paper, fertilizers, and grains 
are on the way. New leaps in the 
costs of food and medical care are 
indicated. 

Private profit vs. human needs 
Runaway inflation, growing unem

ployment, sudden shortages of basic 
necessities- all these things result 
from a system that puts the private 
profits of the very rich above the needs 
of the people. It is the capitalist system 
with its built-in anarchy that is at 
the root of these problems. 

After each shortage the capitalistpol
iticians claim that we-working peo
ple- have been living too luxuriously, 
eating too much, using too much en
ergy. 

What gall! These politicians are be
holden to the corporate giants who 
rake in bigger and bigger profits ev
ery month. Standard Oil of Califor
nia's profits, for example, jumped 54 
percent in the single year of 1973. 
Exxon states its profits for the same 
year totaled $2.44-billion- the high
est ever amassed by any manufac
turing corporation in history! These 
are figures released by the companies 
themselves. In fact, the big corpora
tions carefully hide their real bloated 
profits and executive salaries. 

The Democrats and Republicans try 
to fool us into believing that our de
mands for wage increases to catch up 
with inflation are the cause ofinflation. 
But inflation is a built-in feature of 
present-day capitalism, and not the 
fault of working people. 

Neither the Democrats nor the Re
publicans are able to solve the ener
gy crisis, inflation, or unemployment. 
Their only concern is safeguarding 
the profits of the corporations. 

To do this they use crooked undem-

ocratic Watergate methods of rule. 
They govern by frame-up, secrecy, 
and lies. They negotiate international 
treaties behind closed doors and don't 
tell us what's in them. 

Both the Democrats and Republicans 
finance their campaigns with big mon
ey from the oil, milk, and other trusts 
and combines. They pry into the lives 
of those who oppose them. They spy 
on, bug, rob, provoke, harass, and 
frame up those fighting for social 
change. 

Their targets include trade unions 
struggling to protect the rights and 
living standards of working people, 
Black and Chicano organizations, the 
student movement, prisoners asking 
for humane conditions, G Is and vet
erans demanding their rights, and rad
ical and socialist groups. 

The Democratic-controlled Congress 
will grant Nixon's request for $100-
billion to feed the war machine this 
year, just as it voted to approve every 
penny Johnson and Nixon spent to 
wage war against the Vietnamese peo
ple. 

The Democrats and Republicans lie 
when they say that this war spending 
is needed because "America is the great
est force for peace in the world." The 
world knows better. 

It was U.S. imperialism, acting 
against the wishes and interests of the 
American people, that conducted the 
genocidal war in Vietnam, and that 
props up bloody dictatorships from 
South Vietnam to Chile, from Greece 
to South Africa. Nixon's saber-rattling 
during the Mideast war demonstrated 
once again that Washington is in fact 
the greatest danger to peace in the 
world. 

Socialist alternative 
Against these policies of the Dem

ocrats and Republicans, the Socialist 
Workers Party offers an alternative 
that represents the interests of work
ing people. 

Continued on following page 
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... the socialist alternative 
Continued from preceding page 

The Socialist Workers Party stands 
with those who are fighting back 
against this worsening situation. 

We stand with striking workers de
manding higher wages, with the Sears 
workers and city employees in San 
Francisco, with the United Farm Work
ers in the fields of California. We stand 
with the truckers protesting soaring 
fuel prices; with demonstrators fighting 
cutbacks in social services; with Blacks, 
Chicanos, women, and undocumented 
workers struggling for their rights and 
for a better life. 

We stand with the people of Vietnam 
and Palestine, and with the oppressed 
and exploited throughout the world 
who are resisting U.S. domination. 

Our program is ... 

End U.S. role as world cop 
Eliminate the military budget, releas

ing $100-billion for social needs. 
End financial and military support 

to dictatorships like South Vietnam and 
Brazil, and to colonial-settler states like 
Israel and South Africa. 

Open the door to refugees from Chile, 
Haiti, and other repressive regimes. 

Dismantle all U.S. ground and naval 
military bases around the world. 

Independence for Puerto Rico. 
No interference in the affairs of oth

er countries. Abolish the CIA. 
Publish all treaties- no secret inter

national deals. 

Fight high prices 
End all wage controls. 
Add cost-of-living clauses to all trade

union contracts to protect workers 
from inflation. The government's Con
sumer Price Index is a fraud. Cost-of
living clauses should be pegged to the 
real rate of inflation, as determined by 
committees set up by the unions and 
consumer groups. 

Set pensions, Social Security, wel
fare, and unemployment benefits at 
union wage scales. Raise them auto
matically with each hike in the cost of 
living. 

Open the books of all employers 
who raise prices or refuse to pay cost
of-living increases. 

Provide iobs for all 
Shorten me workweek with no cut 

in pay to provide jobs for all. 
Launch a crash program to build 

badly needed housing, child-care fa
cilities, hospitals, schools, recreation 
areas, and mass transportation. 

Preferential hiring and upgrading 
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for Blacks, Chicanos, and other op
pressed nationalities, and for women, 
to achieve equality. No discrimination 
in hiring on the basis of language, 
race, sex, or citizenship. For a Cali
fornia civil service examination in 
Spanish and English, and where nec
essary in Chinese and Japanese. 

Unemployment compensation at un
ion wages for everyone out of work, 
including those laid off because of 
shortages, those just leaving school, 
Vietnam veterans, and strikers. 

For the unconditional 
right to strike 

No abridgment of the right to strike 
and picket of all workers, including 
public workers. Repeal the Taft-Hart
ley and Landrum-Griffin Acts, Cali
fornia's Winton Act that denies teach
ers the right to collective bargaining, 
and all other antilabor laws. 

For rank-and-file control over all 
union affairs. No government inter
ference in the unions or in collective 
bargaining. 

End all attempts by employers to 
increase production through speedup 
and cutbacks in safety standards. 

End the use of state or local police 
against the United Farm Workers of 
America, AFL-CIO. End all injunc
tions limiting picketing in support of 
the UFW boycotts. Full recognition of 
the UFW's right to collective bargain
ing and right to strike. Full support 
of the farm workers' boycott of scab 
lettuce, grapes, and wine, and to their 
fight to defend their union against the 
combined attack of the growers and the 
Teamster bureaucrats. 

Expose the 'energy crisis' 
Open the books of the oil companies 

to expose the real reasons for sky
rocketing fuel costs and profits. 

Nationalize the energy industries and 
run them under the control ofthework
ers. Industries dealing with such basic 
necessities should not be manipulated 
for the profit of a handful of super
rich families, but must be rationally 
planned and operated to serve the 
needs of all the people. 

End racist oppression 
Launch a crash program with fed

eral, state, and city funds to provide 
decent housing, schools, hospitals, 
child-care centers, recreation centers, 
and jobs in the ghettos and barrios. 
For community control of these pro
grams and facilities. 

Stop police brutality. Remove the 
existing police from the Black, Chi
cano, and Chinese communities and 
replace them with units selected and 
controlled by the people in these com
munities. 

End federal and state harassment 
of undocumented workers from Mex
ico and elsewhere. Indict and jail em
ployers who victimize and cheat un
documented workers. Full civil rights 
and the right to a job at union wages 
for all who live in California, regard
less of citizenship. Opposition to the 
Rodino, Kennedy, and Eilberg bills. 

Full equality in the unions for mem
bers of the oppressed nationalities. 

Break the Democratic and Republi
can monopoly of politics in the Black 
and Chicano communities: for a Black 
political party and a Chicano politi
cal party to fight the two capitalist 
parties responsible for perpetuating ra
cial and national oppression. Such in
dependent parties could lead the strug
gle against all aspects of Black and 
Chicano oppression. La Raza Unida 
Party is an important step toward 
the formation of a mass independent 
Chicano party. 

End the oppression of women 
Ratify the Equal Rights Amendment 

nationally and extend beneficial pro
tective legislation to cover men. Fight 
all attempts to cut back existing rights 
for women workers, such as refusing 
to pay overtime after eighthourswork. 
Enforce Title VII of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act prohibiting discrimination 
on the basis of sex. 

Equal pay for the samework. Equal
ity in the unions. 

Paid maternity leaves with no loss 
of seniority. 

Free abortion and contraception on 
demand. No forced sterilization. Fight 
reactionary attempts to reverse the Su
preme Court abortion decision. 

Quality child-care centers that will 
be free and available at all times and 
controlled by those who use and work 
in them. Implement the 1973 San Fran
cisco referendum in favor of universal 
low cost 24-hour child care for all chil
dren who need it. 

No cutbacks in education 
End the teacher job freeze. Reduce 

class size and the length of the work
ing day. Construct new schools. These 
measures will provide jobs for the 
15,000 teachers currently unemployed 
in California. 

Bilingual education for Spanish and 
Chinese speaking children. More funds 
for Spanish and Chinese programs to 
end the language discrimination that 
California's Supreme Court recently 
found rampant in state schools. 

Support for Black, Chicano, and 
Chinese control of the schools in their 
communities. 

Education is a right Tuition-free 
education for all through the univer
sity level. 

Halt all funds for the "violence study 
center" at UCLA-a program to de
velop monstrous new ways to control 
people's behavior. 

For open admissions and affirmative 
action plans to guarantee Black, Chi
cano, Chinese, and other working-class 
students a university-level education. 

Full civil liberties for high school 
students, including the right to orga
nize and form political groups. 

Health care, housing, 
mass transportation 

Free, quality medical and dental care 
for all through socialization of medi
cine. Support the demands of veterans 
for decent, humane, and quality treat
ment 

Drug addiction will continue to exist 
as long as the underlying social caus
es remain. The only practical treat
ment is to combat these causes- such 
as poverty, racism, and unemploy
ment Laws that turn the drug user 
from the victim into the criminal only 
compound the injustice and must be 
repealed. 

For a federally funded crash pro
gram to build quality low-income pub
lic housing. No rents higher than 10 
percent of a tenant's income. 

Abolish all fares and passenger tolls 
on rail rapid transit, buses, bridges, 
tunnels, and highways. Tax the cor
porations to pay for a safe1 nonpol
luting, efficient, and adequate public 
transit system. 

Tax the rich, not the workers 
End all taxes on incomes under $15,-

000. For a 100 percent tax on all 
incomes above $30,000. Close the 
loopholes on taxes for the rich and 
corporations. 

Repeal California's 6 percent sales 
tax, the sales tax on gasoline, and 
all other retrogressive taxes that tax 
the poor more than the rich. 

Defend and extend 
democratic rights 

Repeal all "thought control" laws, 
including the Smith and McCarran 
Acts and California's Criminal Syn
dicalist Law. Abolish the attorney gen
eral's list of so-called subversive or
ganizations. 

Drop the frame-ups and convictions 
against Los Tres del Barrio, Salm 
Kolis, Gary Lawton, Peter Bohmer, 
the San Quentin Six and all others 
whose only "crime" is their political 
views. 

Demand the federal government stop 
the prosecution of the Native American 
defendants in the Wounded Knee trial. 

Civil and human rights 
for prisoners 

Prisons under capitalism are an ex
tension of the oppression and exploita
tion of working people, especially 
Blacks, Chicanos, and other oppressed 
nationalities. Prisons willhavenoplace 
in a socialist society. As an immediate 
step toward recognizing the rights of 
prisoners, we call for: 

Full union wages for all work per
formed by inmates. 

Release the thousands in jails across 
California who have not been con
victed of any crime. 

• 
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Repeal the death penalty. 
End all lobotomies, drug research, 

and other inhumane experiments on 
prisoners, as carried out at the Vaca
ville prison facility, for example: 

The right of prisoners to uncensored 
mail and reading material and the 
right to carry on political activity. 

Civil and human rights for 
gay people 

Repeal California's "Lewd Conduct" 
Law and all laws used to oppress 
homosexuals. 

Repeal all laws which deny gay peo
ple custody of their children or the 
right to adopt children. 

End discrimination against homo
sexuals in hiring, housing, and other 
areas. End police entrapment and ha
rassment of gay people. 

Halt destruction of the 
environment 

Immediately halt the oil drilling off 
California's coast. 

Prohibit all utilities and industries, 
public and private, from burning high 
sulfur fuels and further polluting the 
air. 

Stop plans to construct nuclear pow
er plants in California without ade
quate safeguards. 

Compel all corporations, under 
threat of confiscation, to install pol
lution control equipment. 

For a 100 percent tax on all prqf
its made by industries that pollute the 
environment. 

For a labor party 
The Democratic and Republican par

ties are tied hand and foot to the big 
corporations. The present labor offi
cialdom follows the self-defeating pol
icy of supporting the two capitalist 
parties. 

Working people must break with 
these parties of the bosses. We must 
set out to build a new type of party, 
a labor party based on the trade un
ions, that could lead our struggle on 
the political level. This would be a big 
step forward in the fight for a new kind 
of government, a workers government. 

For a socialist America 
The present government cannot sim

ply be "cleaned up." The Watergate 
scandals prove that the entire federal 
and state government apparatus is set 
up to defend the interests of the rich. 

The institutions of the government 
must be replaced and control placed 
in the hands of the majority, the work
ing people. 

The only power that can achieve 
this transformation is the independent, 
mass power of the working people 
together with all the oppressed, or
ganized and mobilized to fight for their 
own interests. 

A workers government would recog
nize the right of self-determination of 
the oppressed nationalities. 

It would defend and extend civil 
liberties and basic democratic rights. 

It would expropriate the major cor
porations and banks and operatethem 
under the control of democratically 
elected workers' committees. 

This would reorganize America on 
a socialist basis- free of war, racism, 
sexism, inflation, unemployment, and 
exploitation. The way would be opened 
for the unparalleled growth in cul
ture, freedom, and the development 
of every individual that will be pos
sible when the vast resources available 
to us are used to serve the needs of 
all instead of the profit of a few. 

Such a society is worth fighting to 
achieve. 

Support the socialist campaign! 
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Texas SWP sets petition drive 
to collect 50,000 signatures 
By NELSON BLACKSTOCK 
HOUSTON -A number of Texans 
have achieved prominence (or notori
ety, depending on your point of view) 
in American politics in recent years. 

Lyndon Johnson was from Texas. 
Former Texas governor John Connal
ly was widely touted as Nixon's suc
cessor until the going got too hot, 
and Watergate prosecutor Leon Ja
worsky was brought up from a Hous
ton law office. 

The current chairmen of both the 
Democratic Party (Robert Strauss) and 
the Republican Party (George Bush) 
are Texans. 

But today new voices are beginning 
to be heard in Texas. This state, which 
has been the spawning ground for 
some leading practitioners of capital
ist politics, is about to see a step for
ward by practitioners of a different 
kind of politics. 

On May 18 supporters of the So-

Jean Savage, Texas SWP campaign man
ager. 

cialist Workers Party will begin an 
all-out drive to place the party on the 
ballot in this fall's elections. 

This is no small task. Texas ballot 
requirements rank among the stiffest 
in the country. And a recent reaction
ary ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court 
in response to a suit brought by the 
Texas SWP lefttheseundemocraticlaws 
standing as a barrier to the ballot 
rights of minority parties. 

The Texas SWP was left with no 
alternative but to collect a whopping 
34,095 signatures in order to secure 
a place on the ballot. 

This will not be the first such ef
fort for the SWP in this state. The 
party successfully petitioned to place 
Debby Leonard's name on the ballot 
for governor in 1972, but the 22,253 
signatures required then was signifi
cantly lower. The difference is account
ed for by the fact that the number of 
signatures required is 1 percent of the 
total vote cast for governor in the 
previous election, and more people 
voted in 197 2 than in 1970. 

As a precaution, the SWP is shooting 
for more than the required number 
of signatures. The goal is 50,000. 

Is the effort worth it? The Texas 
socialists think so. They believe the 
party has as much right to be on the 
billlot as the Democrats and Republi
cans, and that the voters of Texas 
should be offered the opportunity to 
cast a socialist vote. 

The possibilities for speaking engage
ments and media time are greatly mul
tiplied for candidates who are actually 
on the ballot. 

The fact that the party was on the 
ballot for the first time in the last 
election has done a lot to increase its 

stature. The SWP and the Raza Unida 
Party, which also petitioned for ballot 
rights in 1972, are seen as two of the 
four recognized political parties in the 
state. 

(The Raza Unida Party got more 
than the 5 percent of the vote in the 
last election necessary to have its name 
automatically placed on the ballot this 
year. However, not to be outdone, the 
Democrats and Republicans in Austin 
changed the law so that the Raza Uni
da Party must get 20 percent this time 
around in order to remain on the bal
lot in the next elections.) 

Supporters of the SWP feel the legit
imacy .accorded the party as a result 
of its- ballot spot makes it more dif
ficult for the local Democrats and Re
publicans, as well as ultrarightists, to 
get by with impunity in illegal attacks 
on what most people see as a legal 
party. 

In a state where the Ku Klux Klan 
bombed the Houston SWP headquar
ters in 1971 and where the party is 
currently waging a fight against ad
mitted police infiltration, this step to 
defend the rights of the party becomes 
particularly important. 

The petition drive will be officially 
launched at a May 16 Houston news 
conference for Sherry Smith, SWP can
didate for governor. This will be fol
lowed by similar news conferences in 
Dallas, San Antonio, and Austin. These 
are the four target cities for gather
ing the bulk of the signatures, and they 
symbolize a geographic expansion of 
the party in the state. 

At the conclusion of the first big 
day of petitioning, May 18, a ban" 
quet is scheduled at the state campaign 
headquarters at 3311 Montrose in cen
tral Houston. Speakers will include Pe
ter Camejo, a popularsocialistspeaker 
and former SWP candidate for U.S. 
Senate from Massachusetts, and Maceo 
Dixon, cochairman of the SWP 1974 
National Campaign Committee. 

Also speaking will be Sherry Smith, 
SWP candidate for governor; Pedro 
vasquez, candidate for attorney gen
eral; and Sas Scoggins, candidate for 
comptroller. Tickets for the banquet 
are available from the state campaign 
headquarters for $5, or $1.50 for the 
program alone. 

A statewide meeting of campaign 
supporters was held April 27 to map 
out the petitioning drive. Campaign 

manager Jean Savage explained, "A 
call is being sent out to campaign sup
porters all over the state to come in
to the four cities and help out. 

"In addition to two state campaign 
coordinators," Savage said, "there will 
be a staff of 20 full-time ballot orga
nizers who will be working the entire 
29 days of the petitioning drive. They 
will be distributed among the four cities 
for the first half of the drive, which 
will be centered on the actual gather
ing of the signatures. 

"For the SCi(!ond half, all the ballot 
organizers will assemble in Houston to 
assist in the paper work necessary to 
validate the signatures," Savage said. 

"Each Thursday evening, all day 
Saturday, and some Sundays during 
the 29 days, campaign supporters will 
mobilize to get the petitions signed and 
to process them. 

"We expect to wind the whole thing 
up with a victory celebration on Satur
day evening, June 15." 

The multitude of tasks involved in 
making the effort a success ranges 
from preparation of the meals for the 
petitioners all the way to sifting 
through the names and contacting in
terested Texans met through the peti
tioning. 

It won't all be hard work. "In addi
tion to regular social activities," Savage 
said, "we are planning a series of class
es sponsored by the campaign in con
junction with the petitioning. 

"These classes will be taught by SWP 
leaders who will be coming to Texas 
to lend their support to the ballot 
drive." 

The classes begin with a three-part 
series on the American Civil War 
taught by Peter Camejo on May 20, 
21, and 22. The sessions will be held 
at 8 p.m. at the Houston campaign 
headquarters and are open to every
one who supports the socialist cam
paign or would like to find out more 
about the views of the SWP. 

In early June additional classes will 
be given by Fred Halstead, 1968 presi
dential candidate of the SWP, and Dan 
Styron, candidate for U.S. Senate from 
California. 

Anyone who would like to help in 
the petitioning effort should contact 
the SWP campaign committee at 3311 
Montrose, Houston, Texas 7700 6. 
Telephone: (713) 526-1082. 

Texas SWP collected '22,253 signatures to gain ballot status in 1972. This year's goal, 
is 50,000, to meet higher requirements imposed by unjust election laws. 
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SWP candidate blasts racists 

The desegregation fight in Boston schools 
The following is taken from a speech 
by Donald Gurewilz, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate for governor of 
Massachusetts, giving the socialist po
sition on the current Boston school 
desegregation controversy and the 
struggle for quality education for 
Black children. 

Gurew-itz was the featured speaker 
at an April 20 socialist campaign ban
quet attended by 135 people. 

Also speaking were Rexford Weng 
and Florence Luscomb, coplaintiffS 
with the SWP in a major lawsuit chal
lenging the Massachusetts election laws 
and demanding ballot status and le
gal recognition as a political party 
for the SWP. 

Rexford Weng is vice-president of 
the Massachusetts State Labor Coun
cil, AFL-CIO. "The_ Democratic and 
Republican parties cannot satisfy the 
needs of working people," Weng said 
at the banquet. 

"The Democratic Party, which says 
it is a 'friend of labor,' has done 
nothing but throw a few crumbs to 
working people. I urge you to sup
port the SWP campaign in exposing 
the establishment of this country, 
which is opposed to the desires and 
needs of working people," he con-
eluded. 

Florence Luscomb told the banquet, 
"I was one of the millions of Ameri-

ldheim 

'I urge you to support the SWP cam
paign,' says Rexford Weng, vice-presi
dent of Massachusetts State labor Coun
cil. 

can women who participated in the 
struggle for women's suffrage. Yethow 
limited is that right when in the voting 
booth my choice is limited solely to the 
Democratic and Republican parties." 

Greetings were sent to the gathering 
by Nick Jones, New England coordi
nator of the United Farm Workers, 
and Liam Deeney and James Fitz
patrick of the Irish Northern Aid Com
mittee. The meeting raised $2,200 for 
the SWP campaign. 

It looks like Massachusetts is becom
ing the Mississippi of the North. 

Just a few weeks ago 20,000 peo
ple, fed by the racist Boston school 
committee [the all-white school board] 
demonstrated against so-called forced 
busing- a phrase that has become 
the code word for the current racist 
off.ensive. 

The people who organized this 
march claim that it was not a racist 
action. They claim it was a demon
stration against "forced busing" and 
for neighborhood schools. 

But of the approximately one mil
lion students in this state nearly half 
a million are bused every day. The 
people who participated in the march 
obviously are not against busing per 
se. They are really against busing to 
desegregate the Boston schools, and 
no matter how you cut it-that's rac
ism. 

Massachusetts happens to be the on
ly state in the country with a state 
law banning segregation in the 
schools. This is the Racial 1mb alance 
Law. It was passed in 1965 under the 
pressure of massive mobilizations of 
Black people, here in Massachusetts 
and nationally, struggling for civil 
rights. 

Yet the Boston schools are more seg
regated today than nine years ago 
when the Racial Imbalance Law was 
enacted. 

Mayor Kevin White, Governor 
Francis Sargent, and other liberals, 
who pose as "friends of the Black com
munity," have completely caved in to 
pressure from the school committee 
and those who are working to repeal 
the Racial Imbalance Law. 

Governor Sargent says he is for 
the law but thinks it's unworkable: 
In other words, he is for it as long 

Militant/Betsy Whittaker 

Donald Gurewitz, socialist candidate for 
governor of Massachusetts. 

as it is not implemented. 
The past nine years of inaction by 

both the Democrats and Republicans 
prove the inability of either capitalist 
party to solve the educational prob-
lems of Blacks. .. 

The capit;;tlist politicians are quick 
to hide behind excuses like "there 
aren't enough funds" or "there aren't 
enough resources" to upgrade schools 
in the Black community. 

That's a lie. 
Does anybody really believe there 

are not plenty of Black people ready 
and eager to teach Black children? 

The resources are there, but the capi
talist system is not designed to solve 
problems like this. Instead it's de
signed to solve the problems of the 
General Motors executive board and 
other capitalists. 

The Socialist Workers Party is run
ning in the current elections to put for
ward a program that can solve prob
lems ·on the basis of human needs, not 
private profit. 

This country's resources must be 
completely redirected. As a first step, 
we could eliminate so-called defense 

spending. Even a fraction of what is 
squandered daily on the war machine 
would suffice to build enough modern, 
well-equipped schools for every stu
dent in this state. 

The first priority of such a program 
must be to meet the needs of the Black 
and Puerto Rican communities, which 
have been denied access to decent edu
cation for so long. 

One thing is absolutely clear from 
the experience here in Boston with the 
Racial Imbalance Law and the way 
the liberal politicians have scattered 
like leaves to the wind after the first 
racist mobilization: No one but the 
Black community itself will ever solve 
the problems of the Black community. 

The Black community has the right 
to take over the necessary resources 
and tools to eliminate racial discrim
ination in the schools and guarantee 
quality education for Black children. 

This includes complete Black con
trol over massive state and federal 
monies, the right to hire and fire teach
ers and administrators, and the right 
to set curriculum, including a rounded 
program of Black studies to teach the 
true history of the Afro-American peo
ple. 

It also includes the right of Black 
parents to send their children to any 
school they choose. And that means 
the right to use busing if Black par
ents see it as a useful tool in obtain
ing quality education for their chil
dren. 

It also means the right to maintain 
mostly Black or all-Black schools, if 
this is desired by the Black comm u
nity, even though this is not provided 
for by the Racial Imbalance Law. The 
fundamental point is that only the 
Black community can decide. 

The long history of struggle by 
Black people to win their democratic 
rights has shown that only through 
massive, independent actions can these 
rights be won. The same is true for 
the right to quality education. 

Right now the racist forces are 
mounting a pressure campaign of dem
onstrations, picket lines, and vague 
threats of violence. A massive response 
is needed. 

The Socialist Workers Party stands 
with all those who seek to counter the 
racist offensive and defend the right of 
Black parents to send their children 
to any school they please. 

N.Y. socialist confronts Democrats on housing 
By CARYL LOEB 
NEW YORK-Derrick Morrison, So
cialist Workers Party candidate for 
governor of New York, was among 
the gubernatorial candidates who ad
dressed a special May 1 meeting of 
theW est Side Tenants' Union. 

Alarmed by the threat of further 
antitenant, prolandlord legislation, 60 
New York residents turned out to hear 
the candidates' proposals for solving 
the problems facing tenants. 

The demands of the tenants union 
are for rent control; prohibition of 
"special" rent increases every time an 
apartment is vacated; the right to con
duct rent strikes; and guarantees that 
every dwelling is fit for human habi
tation. 

The day before, Governor Malcolm 
Wilson had proposed legislation that 
in no way dealt with the problem of 
skyrocketing rents. Wilson's bill called 
for a procedure under which a land
lord and prospective tenant would "ne
gotiate" a rent for an apartment. The 
program was immediately denounced 
by tenant groups as "guaranteed 
chaos," and they pointed out that it 
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removed certain protections that man) 
tenants have under present laws. 

On the platform with Morrison at 
the meeting were Democratic guberna
torial hopefuls Howard Samuels, Og
den Reid, Hugh Carey, and Donald 
Manes. 

Republican Governor Malcolm Wil
son did not appear. 

., 

The four Democraticcandidatesgave 
typical double-talk answers, saying 
they were on the tenant's' side and that 
there should be more apartment build
ings. The audience was visibly un
satisfied. 

Of all the candidates only Morrison 
dealt with the issues in a clear and 
forceful manner. In addition to sup
porting the demands of the Tenants' 
Union, the SWP candidate called for 
rent rollbacks to no more than 10 
percent of a tenant's income; a crash 
program to build quality low-income 
public housing, with priority funds 
to the Black and Puerto Rican come 
munities; and using the $100-billion 
military budget for a program to re
build the cities. 

Morrison urged that the Public Hous
ing Authority be replaced with a city
wide tenants council that would have 
representatives elected from each hous
ing site. He also called for guaranteed 
decent housing before relocation due 
to urban renewal; for the right of 
indefinite occupancy with no evictions; 
and penalties for landlords who ha
rass tenants or fail to make repairs. 

Morrison told the audience, "You've 
heard the shallow and transparent 
promises these Democratic politicians 
make. You can succeed only by con
tinuing to organize yourselves inde
pendently. They can't represent you 
because the real interests they repre
sent are those of the landlords and 
real estate sharks." 

The New York socialist campaign 
has published two new brochures: 
"Why Should Puerto Ricans Vote 
for the Socialist Workers Party in 
1974?" {in Spanish and English} 
and "Watergate and 1Lesser Evil' 
Politics- Why Ramsey ·Clark is 
Not the Answer." Clark is cam
paigning for the Democratic nom
ination for U.S. Senate from New 
York. For a. free copy of these 
brochures, write to SWP Cam
paign Committee, 706 Broad
way, Eighth Floor, New York, 
N.Y. 10003. Telephone: {212} 
982-4966. 



Why Democrats have no solutions to 
oppression of Phi/a. Black community 

By DUNCAN WILLIAMS 
PHILADELPHIA-A gang of racist whites tore 
apart a house in the Kensington neighborhood 
here April 20. 

Plumbing and wiring were ripped out, doors 
and walls smashed, and· the furniture was burned 
in a bonfire on the street 

Such epithets as "Go Home, Nigger" were 
scrawled on the walls. 

The reason? There was a rumor that a Black 
family was going to move into the house. 

This incident is exceptional only because of the 
. amount of pious rhetoric being used by the local 
news media to deplore it Despite the media's de
nunciations of bigotry, the incident points up the 
degrading conditions and racist practices faced 
by Black people here, who constitute nearly 40 
percent of the population. 

Presiding over the "City of Brotherly Love" is 
Mayor Frank Rizzo, an ex-cop notorious for his 
racism and brutality. 

Poverty and despair 
In 1970 the median income for Black families 

here was only 72 percent of that for white families. 
In lower North Philadelphia, which is almost com
pletely Black, it was estimated that 30 percent of 
the families had incomes below the official poverty 
level. 

The unemployment rates for Blacks are con
. sistently twice those for whites, and for Black youth 
this picture is far worse. 

In North Philadelphia, 27 percent of the housing 
units are overcrowded. 

The school system prepares Black youth only 
for the lowest paid jobs, the Army, or the unem
ployment lines. More than 60 percent of the stu
dents in Philadelphia public schools are Black, 
yet only 26 percent of all high school graduates 
and 13 percent of all college graduates in Phila
delphia are Black. 

The problems of drug addiction and petty crime 
are particularly acute here. Street gangs of Black 
youth- systematically denied any prospects for a 
decent education or jobs-engage in regular war
fare. Last year 44 young Black people were re
portedly killed in gang fights. 

197 4 elections 
How these appalling conditions can be ended 

is certainly the key question before the Black com
munity in the 1974 elections. The different strate
gies for doing so are clearly counterposed by the 
race in the 2nd Congressional District, which en
compasses the major parts of the North and West 
Philadelphia Black communi~es. 

The incumbent, Robert Nix, is the highest Black 
·elected official in Pennsylvania. During his tenure 
in Congress since 1958, Nix has remained a loyal, 
"low-profile" Democrat, serving on the House For
eign Affairs Committee, where he condoned U.S. 
aggression in Vietnam and elsewhere. 

Nix is being challenged in the May 21 Demo
cratic Party primary by Hardy Williams, who 
styles himself as a representative of the "new breed" 
of Black politicians, such as California Congress
man Ron Dellums and former Cleveland mayor 
Carl Stokes. 

Williams was elected state representative in 1970 
without the backing of the regular Democratic 
Party. He is running as one who is "unbought" 
and "independent" of the machine. His campaign 
slogan is "Time for a Difference." 

Tony Austin is the Socialist Workers Party candi-

Tony Austin, Socialist Workers Party congressional candi
date from Philadelphia. 
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date in the 2nd C. D. A major point in his plat
form is for a crash program of federal and state 
funds to build needed schools, homes, and hospi
tals in the Black community, with all programs 
controlled by the community. He supports preferen
tial hiring and upgrading of Black workers to 
make up for past and present discrimination. 

Austin also calls for a shorter workweek with 
no loss in pay to create jobs for all, and for' an 
escalator clause for all wages, welfare, Social Se
curity, unemployment compensation, and veterans' 
benefits. 

The question of the Democratic Party is a funda
mental dividing line between Austin's campaign 
and those of Williams and Nix. Austin insists no 
improvement in the lives of Black people can be 
brought about through supporting either capitalist 
party. 

Austin points out that the primary responsibility 
for the conditions facing the Black community falls 
on the Democrats, who have run Philadelphia for 
several decades. 

One of the reasons the Democrats have stayed in 
power so long has been the solidly Democratic 
Black vote. Blacks began to switch from the Repub
lican Party in 1936, during Roosevelt's "New Deal," 
and no ward with a majority Black population has 
voted for a Republican since. 1954. On several oc
casions the Black vote has meant the difference be
tween victory and defeat for the Democrats. 

This was the case when James Tate was elected 
mayor in 1963. In return for this loyalty, the 
Democratic Party reapportioned the state senate 
and general assembly districts in the same year, 
gerrymandering them so as to reduce substantial
ly the power of the Black vote in every single dis
trict in Philadelphia. 

'No democratic government' 
Now, although Blacks make up nearly 40 per

cent of the population, there are only eight Black 
state representatives (out of 34) and two Black 
state senators (out of nine) from the city. Only 
four of Philadelphia's 17 city council members are 
Black. 

In 1905 W. E. B. Du Bois wrote: "There is no 
democratic government in Philadelphia, and has 
not been for a generation. There is an oligarchy 
of ward politicians and businessmen using public 
office for private gain." That statement, Tony Aus
tin remarks, is even more true today. 

The Philadelphia police department is a prime 
example of the brand of "justice" meted out to 
Blacks by the Democratic machine here. 

In a 1973 federal court case, the judge concluded 
that violations by police of the constitutional rights 
of Blacks "do occur, with such frequency that they 
cannot be dismissed as rare, isolated instances; and 
that little or nothing is done by the city authorities 
to punish such infractions, or to prevent their re
currence." 

The reason for this situation is simple: the police 
department does not exist to protect the rights and 
interests of Black and other working people, but to 
protect the interests of the handful of capitalists who 
run Philadelphia and the country. The cops' real 
job is to terrorize and brutalize anyone who poses 
a threat to the status quo. 

Corruption flows naturally from this function. 

A 'recent report by the Pennsylvania crime com
mission revealed "corruption at all levels" of the de
partment, from bribes to protection rackets, and 
trafficking in stolen merchandise, including drugs. 

Democratic Party vs. Black pa~ty 
The Democratic Party is an integral part of this 

racist and corrupt system. Incumbent Congress
man Nix maintains his power base through his 
subservience to the Democratic machine and 
through doling out whatever patronage and favors 
the machine sees fit to grant him. 

Tony Austin has pointed out: "This course may 
benefit a few individuals, but it does nothing to 
alleviate the poverty and degradation the masses 
of Black people suffer." 

A number of Black militants who recognize the 
bankruptcy of Nix's course have unfortunately 
been taken in by the "independent" stance of Hardy 
Willi~ms. Indeed, some of his supporters claim 
that the People's Institute for Political Education, 
which Williams founded, "eventually will be the 
basis for an independent Black political party." 

But because most Blacks still vote for the Demo
cratic Party, Williams and his supporters· say the 
time is not ripe for forming such a Black party. 

Tony Austin has taken up these questions in 
an "Open Letter to Supporters of Hardy Williams." 

Far from being a clever new strategy for Black 
political power, working within the Democratic 
Party is a proven failure. It is precisely the dead~ 
end trap Black people have been caught in for 
decades. The Democratic and Republican parties, 
Austin's letter states, "remain the biggest obstacle 
in our struggle." 

To pretend that one of these parties can be wrest
ed away from the capitalists who control it and 
somehow transformed into an instrument for Black 
liberation is a utopian fantasy at best, if not a 
cynical deception. · 

Anyone who advocates "beginning" within the 
Dem.ocratic Party-no matter how personally hon
est, well-intentioned, or even militant the individ
ual may be- is in practice doing a disservice to 
the Black struggle by perpetuating this fraud. 

Independent action 
What is needed, Austin stresses, is a course of 

action independent of the capitalist parties. 
"A Black political party," he says, "as well as 

being an alternative in the elections, could bring 
the full power of the community into action through 
campaigns around such burning issues as decent 
housing, education, employment, and an end to 
police brutality .... 

"Such a party would not depend on the good 
will of a few individuals," Austin's letter continues, 
"but on the power of the masses of Black people 
mobilized around their own demands. The civil 
rights movement showed the power and potential 
gains that can be won through actions im·olving 
masses of people." 

Austin concludes: "The only party and candidates 
with this perspective are the Socialist Workers Par
ty candidates. A vote for the socialist candidates 
is a vote against the Democratic and Republican 
parties and the racism and corruption they repre
sent." 
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Georgia SWP candidates demand abolition 
of police ~!stakeout' terror squad in Atlanta 
By JOEL ABER 
ATLANTA-"It's cold-blooded mur
der," Vince Eagan told the television 
audience. "Governor Carter is tryingto 
make heroes out of this self-appointed 
execution squad of cops. I demand 
its abolition." 

Eagan is the Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for governor of Georgia. 
He was speaking over WSB-TV on 
the six o'clock news in answer to Gov
ernor Jimmy Carter's defense of the 
Atlanta police department's newly re
organized decoy-stakeout squad, an 
entrapment unit. 

The decoy squad went on a ram
page April 19 that left two Black men 
dead and one 14-year-old youth 
wounded. David Jack, 19, and Lloyd 
Wheeler, 21, became the first two vic
tims of police bullets since Democrat 
Maynard Jackson took office as At-

Militant/George Bosley 

Vince Eagan, socialist candidate for gov
ernor of Georgia, calls police killing of 
two Black men 'cold-blooded murder.' 

lanta's first Black mayor in January. 
Last year, trigger-happy cops killed 

19 people, 18 of them Black, giving 
Atlanta the grim distinction of having 
the highest number of slayings by 
police for a city its size. 

Under pressure from the anger in 
the Black community at these latest 
killings, Jackson fired Police Chief 
John Inman on May 3, although he 
cited "administrative" disagreements as 
the reason. 

The mayor and several of the newly 
elected Black city officials have called 
for investigations of the police killings, 
but none of them have publicly 
demanded abolition of the decoy 
squad. In fact, when Governor Carter 
praised the decoy unit, Jackson ap
plauded "the governor's interest in city 
politics." 

Black Congressman Andrew Young 
(D-Ga.) has remained silent on the 
police shootings altogether. 

James Harris, who is running on 
the SWP ticket against Young, and 
Vince Eagan have demanded that 
Jackson disband the decoy unit: 

Following the latest slayings, the 
city council's Public Safety Committee 
began hearings into the decoy-stake
out squad. The committee asked Jack
son to suspend operation of the unit 
during the investigation. 

Jackson said he has not yet decided 
whether to comply with the council's 
request. "I'm not sure if the problem 
is to do away with the decoy squad 
or to improve its efficiency," he said. 

At the first city council hearing, only 
police officers were permitted to testify, 
while the family of one of the latest 
victims sat in the back of the council 
chamber and was not allowed to 
speak. 

James Harris attended the hearings 

and told The Militant "I asked Coun
cilman James Bond, a liberal Black 
Democrat, whether the committee 
would take testimony from the Black 
community. He told me only 'experts' 
could testify!" 

Residents of the Carver Homes Com
munity in southwest Atlanta, where 
Lloyd Wheeler was gunned down, told 
Harris that the stakeout-decoy squad 
had begun harassing them weeks be
fore the killings, on the pretext of 
looking for an escaped convict. 

Police claim that both Wheeler and 
David Jack were robbery suspects. 
Wheeler was shot by cops while at the 
wheel of his pickup truck, allegedly 
with a gun in his hand. Jack was shot 
to death in a downtown Atlanta alley 
by police who claim he tried to rob 
a stakeout cop disguised as a wino 
with a roll of bills hanging out of 
his pocket. 

The police admit they shot Jack in 
the back as he tried to run away. 
Jack was unarmed. 

"What are city officials waiting for? 
Nineteen more victims this year?" 
asked Harris. "The truth is obvious. 
The decoy squad is part of an oc
cupation force in the Black com
munity. They've appointed themselves 
judge, jury, and executioner. 

"An investigation should be con
ducted not by the city council but by 
an independent commission set up and 
controlled by the Black community," 
he explained. "If the Black community 
is to be protected against police terror, 
we must build our own movement, 
independent of the elected officials of 
the racist Democratic and Republican 
parties." 

On April 27 the socialist candidates 
spoke at two street-corner rallies, one 
of them at Plaza Park in downtown 

James Harris, SWP congressional candi
date in Georgia, urges independent in
vestigation of police terror. 

Atlanta, where the police killed David 
Jack. Young Black shoppers ap
plauded Eagan's demand that the 
whole racist police force be removed 
from the Black community and re
placed by units selected and controlled 
by the Black community. 

When Eagan spoke about the bar
baric Georgia prison system, a man 
interrupted: "Right on, brother! I just 
spent six years there." Across the street, 
another listener shouted, "I just got 
out after four years." 

Eagan has also begun a statewide 
tour with meetings in Columbus and 
Athens, Ga., where he was enthu
siastically received by student audi
ences of 200 on each occasion. At the 
Athens engagement, Eagan debated 
eight other gubernatorial candidates 
at the University of Georgia. 

Mutnick blasts anti-abortion drive in Missouri 
By LIZJAYKO 
ST. LOUIS-"If you decide to vote 
for me, I want to warn you about 
those who will urge you to be 'more 
practical,' such as my Democratic and 
Republican opponents in this race," 
said Barbara Mutnick at the Missouri 
Socialist Workers Party campaign 
banquet held here April 27. Mutnick 
is the SWP candidate for the U.S. 
Senate seat now held by Democrat 
Thomas Eagleton. 

"Watergate has shown how afraid the 
rulers of this country are of move
ments that have fougl:)t for change 
outside the Democratic and Republi
can parties," she explained, "such as 
the antiwar movement, the Black 
movement, and the women's libera
tion movement." 

In addition to directly attacking 

Socialist 
candidate 
addresses 
Indiana 
unionists 
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these movements through arrests, ha
rassment, spying, and infiltration, Mut
nick said, "there's a second line of 
defense they've used simultaneously, 
and that is wooing people into their 
political parties in order to safely con
tain and dampen independent strug
gles." 

What is really "impractical" and 
self-defeating, she said, is to vote for 
the capitalist parties on election day 
after fighting against their policies all 
the rest of the year. 

Mutnick blasted Eagleton and other 
Missouri politicians who are on a cam
paign to prevent implementation of 
the Supreme Court decision legalizing 
abortion. 

"A slew of male politicians, from 
Thomas Eagleton to St. Louis Mayor 
John Poelker to Attorney General John 

LOGANSPORT, Ind., May 6- Harold 
Schlechtweg, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for Congress from Indiana's 
7th C. D., recently addressed a meet
ing of Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen Local280. 

The union represents 900 employees 
at the giant Wilson conglomerate, 

·which has a meat processing plant 
here. A shop steward interested in the 
SWP campaign arranged the meeting, 
which was attended by 40 trade union
ists, most of them in their twenties. 

Schlechtweg began by explaining the 
differences between the SWP campaign 
and the campaigns of the Democrats 
and Republicans. He had barely 
begun when someone in the back of 
the room shouted, "The difference is 
that you haven't made any tapes!" 

Danforth, has done everything in their 
power to deny women the right to 
abortion," she said. "Women need to 
mobilize our collective power against 
their attempts to rule our bodies and 
run our lives." 

More than 100 people attended the 
banquet. They included activists who 
built the antiwar movement, trade 
unionists, feminists, and activists in 
the Committee to Defend J.B. Johnson, 
including Mary Watkins, Johnson's 
mother. The committee is building sup
port for Johnson, a Black St. Louis 
youth who was framed up on a mur
der charge and sentenced to life im
prisonment. SWP campaign support
ers are actively involved in publicizing 
Johnson's case. 

Campaign supporters also came 
from Columbia, Mo., Kansas City, 

Schlechtweg answered, to laughter 
and some applause, "Right, and we 
want to throw out the bums who did 
make the tapes." 

Schlechtweg went on to outline the 
SWP program for fighting inflation, 
layoffs, Watergate, and the energy 
crisis. He emphasized the need for the 
union movement to break with the 
capitalist Democratic and Republican 
parties and build an independentlabor 
party. 

As he concluded his talk, the so
cialist candidate noted that the Demo
era ts and Republicans falsely claim 
to represent all the p~ple in Indiana. 
The Socialist Workers Party doesn't 
make a similar claim, he explained. 
Socialists speak for the interests of 
working people, not for the interests 

Mo, and Chicago. 
SWP campaign manager Norton 

Sandler explained the undemocratic 
election laws the socialists must over
come to win a place on the November 
ballot. The SWP must obtain the sig
natures of 1 percent of the people who 
voted in the last gubernatorial elec
tion from each· of the state's 10 con
gressional districts in order to put 
Mutnick' s name on the ballot. This 
means collecting more than 18,000 
signatures. 

Sandler appealed for funds to launch 
this petitioning drive and raised $2,-
830 in donations and pledges. 

Also speaking at the banquet was 
Derrick Morrison, SWP candidate for 
governor of New York, who discussed 
the FBI plot against the Black libera
tion movement. 

of the bankers, oil companies, and 
conglomerates that exploit workers. 

In discussion after Schlechtweg' s 
talk, the president of the Fort Wayne 
Meat Cutters local said he was sym
pathetic, "but if we don't reeleet Birch 
Bayh [Democratic senator from In
diana] we'll get someone worse." 

Schlechtweg replied that this "lesser 
evil" approach only kept working peo
ple in the capitalists' hip pocket. 

A young chief steward, however, ex
pressed agreement with many of 
Schlectweg' s views, in particular the 
need for an independent labor party. 
The steward said when he raised such 
issues among union officials, he found 
them hard to convince, because they 
were "old and set in their ways." 



Strip mining left this wasteland at Nucla, Colo. 

By JOEL HOUTMAN 
What weighs 400 million tons, has the texture 
of chalk dust, is as barren as the surface of the 
moon, and possibly causes cancer? 

Answer: the waste material left over from oil
shale development that the oil companies plan 
on dumping into Colorado's mountain canyons 
in one year. 

The oil-shale operation is predicted to become 
the largest mining project in the history of the 
United States. Colorado has, according to the 
Department of the Interior, an estimated 1.25 tril
lion barrels of oil-more than three times as much 
as the entire Middle East. 

The problem is that it exists in the form of oil 
shale. This fabulous resource has not been pre
viously developed because the determining factor 
in capitalist society- profit-was missing. 

The situation has changed since the oil monop
olies employed the "energy crisis" to drive up the 
price of oil on a world scale and to beat back 

Joel Houtman is the Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for U.S. Congress from Colorado's 
J st C. D. 

regulations for protection of the environment. Now 
extraction of oil from shale is being eyed by the 
monopolies as potentially profitable. 

But the hazards of this operation to the people 
of Colorado are staggering if the process is left 
in the hands of the oil profiteers. The dangers 
involved are only one more example of the harm 
the profit system has done to Colorado's natural 
resources and living conditions. 

The development of the resources of this state 
by the large corporations, in collusion with the 
Democrats and Republicans in the state and fed
eral governments, has subjected Colorado citizens 
to the dangers of nuclear radiation, nerve gas 
poisoning, and water and air pollution, to name 
only some of the problems. 

The burgeoning oil shale development plan is 
a prototype of how the capitalists and the gov
ernment collaborate to exploit public resources 
with no thought to human needs. 

For some time the Atomic Energy Commission 
has been experimenting with using nuclear bomb 
blasts to extract both oil and natural gas from 
underground rock formations. Three such tests to 
stimulate natural gas have already taken place, 
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two of them in Colorado. The AEC has plans for 
as many as five nuclear explosions per working 
day for 12-and-a-half years. 

These plans have come in for much opposition 
from the people of Colorado, because of the abys
mal safety record of the AEC in this state. 

Record of AEC 
For example, the AEC has allowed building 

contractors to use radioactive tailings as fill for 
houses and schools. 

The commission also operates, along with Dow 
Chemical, a plant that makes atomic triggering 
devices for thermonuclear warheads. This plant, 
known as Rocky Flats, is situated nine miles up
wind from the more than one million people in 
the Denver metropolitan area. An accident took 
place at Rocky Flats in May 1969. More than 
$50-million worth of equipment was destroyed in 
an explosion and fire that nearly released radio
active plutonium to the winds. 

Needless to say, Colorado citizens are less than 
enthusiastic about the AEC's plans to extract oil 
from shale by A-bombing underneath the state. 

Scientists say the potential dangers from such 
blasts include the possibility of triggering earth
quakes, contamination of underground water tables 
with lethal radioactivity, and harm to human 
beings from exposure to the natural gas or oil 
extracted by the blasts. 

Open pit mining 
But meanwhile, the jump in fuel prices has made 

the extraction of oil shale potentially profitable 
through nonnuclear methods. It is the open-pit 
technique that threatens to produce millions of 
tons of chalky waste material to be dumped over 
the state. 

Besides the dangerous and destructive shale tail
ings the oil companies will dump on public land, 
their operations will increase the salinity of the 
Colorado River, making its waters unusable for 
irrigation. 

The various government agencies supposedly set 
up to supervise the extraction of oil in Colorado 
have been very cooperative with the oil monop
olies' plans. For example, the oil extraction pro
cess being used by big oil violates current air 
pollution standards, so the Environmental Pro
tection Agency has seen fit to make an exception 
for the oil-shale plants. 

Moreover, most of the oil shale exists on fed
eral land, and the Bureau of Land Management 
has leased the land to the oil companies at give
away rates. The first tract was leased jointly to 
Gulf Oil and Standard Oil of Indiana at a small 
fraction of its value, as estimated by a House 
subcommittee. 

But the oil trusts don't even have to pay all 
of this, since "development costs" can be credited 
against two-fifths of their bid. Nor do the oil com
panies have to pay for land reclamation if they 
feel they may incur "extraordinary costs." 

The beautiful mountains of Colorado have been 
enjoyed by many, but few are as excited about 
them as the oil barons and the land "developers." 
Most of the land along the eastern slope of the 
mountains from New Mexico to Wyoming has been 
divided up and filed for development with coun
ty clerks by the big development corporations 
of California. The construction companies envisage 
a "strip city" all along the eastern slope of the 
Rockies. 

No controls, no overall plan, and no laws exist 
over these developers to ensure that the cities they 
build will be fit places for human beings to live. 

The construction of cities in capitalist society 
obeys only one law- the drive for profits. As 
a result, cities develop as ugly, irrational mon
strosities. 

Already Denver is living proof. It faces a water 
crisis, and is sprawling out over the prairie with 
essentially no mass transit system. 

Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler are happy 
about this, however. The chaos of Denver means 
that this city has the highest per capita owner
ship of their cars. Cars in mile-high Denver pro
duce 50 percent more pollutants than at sea level 
because of the lower oxygen content of the air. 
As a result, the city has the nation's highest level 
of carbon monoxide pollution. 

Denver faces other dangers too, such as the 
molybdenum mines high in the Rocky Mountains. 
Following the capitalist law that water flows toward 
money, semiarid Denver gets its water from these 
same mountains. A result is that molybdenum, 
a dangerous pollutant, has contaminated the water 
supply. Not coincidentally, Denver has the high
est cancer rate of any American city. 

And if that's not enough, to the northwest of 
Denver is the atom bomb factory. And 10 miles 
northeast of the heart of Denver, at the end of 
a runway at Stapleton International Airport, sits 
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal. It contains enough 
nerve gas to kill every human being on the planet 
1,000 times over! 

It is little wonder that some people feel Colo
rado's centennial in 1976 may be more like a wake 
than a celebration. 

The oil barons, the construction bosses, and 
other capitalists have but one aim in mind and 
that is profits. The environmental destruction and 
human suffering their plans may cause does not 
enter their minds. 

It is the Democratic and Republican politicians 
who have organized the oil-shale giveaway, who 
have granted the oil trusts all the tax loopholes 
they thought they could get away with, and who 
stockpile thermonuclear bombs and nerve gas to 
terrorize the world and protect capitalist power 
and investments. 

Socialist alternative 
The Colorado Socialist Workers Party program 

offers a way to fight back against this capitalist 
plunder. The SWP's platform says, "It is becom
ing obvious that the profit-hungry corporations 
and their friends, the government agencies, can
not be entrusted with developing resources." 

The socialist candidates demand an end to oil
shale strip mining until stringent laws are passed 
forcing the oil companies to pay for waste dis
posal, pollution control, and land reclamation. We 
call for a stop to the leasing of public lands to 
the oil monopolies at giveaway prices. 

We demand an unconditional ban on the use 
of nuclear blasts to extract energy. And we pro
pose that the Rocky Flats Installation and the 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal be immediately dis
mantled. 

If the working people of Colorado controlled 
the development of our natural resources, develop
ment would be based on human need rather than 
private profit. 

The only way this can be assured is by na
tionalizing the oil monopolies and land develop
ers under workers control. 

In a socialist society, all major industries would 
be socially owned so that growth and develop
ment could be democratically and rationally 
planned to raise the standard of living of hu
manity. We would no longer be victims of a system 
that follows the blind laws of profit-making for 
the wealthy few. 
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SWP demands comgensation for victims 

Judge orders Minnesota polluter to close 
MINNEAPOLIS- U.S. District Judge 
Miles Lord has ordered the Reserve 
Mining Com'pany to close down be
cause it is polluting Lake Superior 
drinking water with cancer-causing ta
conite tailings. 

The tailings, a by-product of iron 
ore smelting, contain asbestos fibers, 
which are known to cause gastroin
testinal cancer and lung cancer. Re
serve had been dumping 67,000 tons 
of tailings in the lake each day. 

Judge Lord's decision, however, con
tains no provision for compensation 
for the 3,100 Reserve employees left 
without jobs after the closing of the 
company's plant in Silver Bay, Minn., 
and its mining oper-ation in nearby 
Babbitt Thousands of other residents 
of these hv ,, towns are also dependent 
for their i;•_•P!ihood on the mining in
dustry. 

Lord's decision came after an eight
and-a-half month trial on the effects 
of dumping the tailings into Lake Su
perior. The asbestos fibers in the tail
ings are picked up by currents in the 
lake and transmitted into the muni
cipal water supplies of many north
ern Minnesota communities, including 
Duluth, the third largest city in the 
state. 

In 1969, the U.S. Department of 
the Interior released a report recom
mending that Reserve stop its dump
ing of the tailings in Lake Superior. 

Militant/Mark SatinoH 

Jane Van Deusen, SWP candidate for 
governor of Minnesota. 

Cancer-causing wastes from Reserve Mining Company being dumped into Lake Su
perior. 

No action was taken on this report. 
Five years later, in January 1974, 

Judge Lord ruled that the asbestos 
fibers in the drinking water were in
deed a threat. Lord's decision was in 
response to a suit against Reserve 
by the Environmental Protection Agen
cy, several state agencies, and ecology 
groups. 

The judge heard five months of tes
timony by medical specialists brought 
in both by Reserve and by the federal 
government. (Because of the latency 
period of up to 25 years, it is too 
early to see an increase in cancer 
deaths in the populations of the af
fected communities.) 

Following Lord's decision, Reserve 
put forward a plan for conversion 
to on-land disposal of. the tailings. 
This plan laid down several conditions, 
however: Reserve would continue its 
operations while the on-land disposal 
system was being built, which could 
take up to five years; and it demand
ed government financial aid. 

On April 20, Lord rejected this plan 
and ordered Reserve to immediately 
halt its operations. Lord also ordered 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
immediately provide safe drinking wa
ter for the affected communities. 

The Corps of Engineers initially re
fused to provide the water until it 
knew who would foot the bill! 

Reserve was closed down for two 
days, but the company then won a 
U.S. Court of Appeals decision to 
reopen until May 15. On that date, 
the Court of Appeals will hear the 
company's motion for a stay of Judge 
Lord's ruling. Workers have now re
turned to Reserve, but with no as
surance they will have a job in two 
weeks. 

The owners of Reserve Mining Com
pany, in the meantime, are reaping 
their profits from the taconite already 
processed. They have already stated 
that if the cost of reopening Reserve 
is too high, they· are prepared to go 
elsewhere for their iron ore. 

Reserve is jointly owned by the Re
public Steel Corporation and the Arm
co Steel Corporation, two of the fiv.e 
top steel companies in the country. 

Minnesota Governor Wendell Ander
son, who could have closed the com
pany down at the first hint of asbes
tos contamination, instead remained 
silent on the issue until the April 20 
decision by Judge Lord. Then Ander
son jumped on the bandwagon. 

Jane Van Deusen, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor of Min
nesota, called Judge Lord's decision 
"a victory for all those who consider 
the health of tens of thousands of peo
ple to be more important than the pri
vate profits of a corporation." 

Van Deusen demanded that the gov
ernment stop stalling and immediate
ly begin supplying the affected com
munities with safe drinking water. 

If Reserve. closes, its employees 
should be paid for a 40-hour work
week at union wages until the plant 
reopens, the socialist candidate said. 
"This compensation should come out 
of the profits of Republic and Armco," 
said Van Deusen. "The Reserve em
ployees produced those profits, and 
these two corporations have no right 
to pack up and leave, abandoning to 
poverty the very people who created 
that wealth." 

The socialist candidate pointed out 
that during the court case it was re
vealed that Reserve had deliberately 
exaggerated the cost of building an 
on-land disposal system for the ta
conite tailings. 

"Reserve should be made to open its 
books," she declared, "so that its ·em
ployees and other residents of the area 
can see firsthand whether Reserve is 
'too poor' to finance on-land disposal." 

Van Deusen called for a committee 
of Reserve employees and local res
idents to investigate all proposals for 
disposing of the taconite tailings in an 
environmentally safe manner. 

If this committee finds that no fea
sible disposal plan exists, she said, 
and concludes that the plant cannot 
reopen, the profits of the steel cor
porations should be used to reimburse 
Silver Bay and Babbitt residents who 
are forced to relocate, and provide 
employment services for them as well. 

"The Reserve Mining Company has 
amply demonstrated that it places prof
its far above the needs and lives of 
its workers atld other Minnesota resi
dents," Van Deusen said. "The only 
way to guarantee the safe operation of 
the industry is to nationalize Reserve 
and run it under the control of Re
serve employees." 

Oregon socialist hits inflation, drop in real wages 
By GEORGE KONTANIS 
PORTLAND, Ore.- Governor Tom 
McCall would like Oregonians to be
lieve they live in an oasis, isolated 
from the problems plaguing the rest 
of the U.S. 

Stacey Seigle, Socialist Workers Par
ty candidate for governor, blasted this 
myth at an April 20 banquet here 
sponsored by the SWP campaign. 

"If you take a good, hard look at 
Oregon, you will find that working 
people here are no better off than 
the working people of California or 
New York," Seigle told 50 supporters 
at the banquet. 

The real wages of Oregon workers 
have dropped 4.5 percent, she noted, 
while the profits of Weyerhauser, the 
giant lumber corporation, soared 100 
percent. Food prices went up 22 per
cent since last spring, she said, with 
Portland beef prices up 7.5 percent 
in March alone. 

The socialist candidate pointed out 
hat her tl•ree Democratic opponents 

in the gub;-rnatorialrace- despite their 
high ratin;rs by AFL-CIO officials
nffer no program to meet the prob
lems facing Oregon working people. 

She pointed to the example of Dem
ocrat Robert Straub, one of her op-
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ponents, who made the incrediblestate
ment that "the problem with Orego
nians is that they overconsume- per
haps they should do as I do, and use 
a wood cook stove." 

Seigle retorted, "To the tens of thou
sands of Oregonians who undercon
sume, not by choice but by necessity, 
Straub's position is an insult to our 
lu.ielligence. . . . " 

"Contrary to Governor McCall's 
claim that we have an inherently good 
system," Seigle said, "the truth is that 
we have an inherently rotten system
one in which production is organized 
for private profit alone, not· for basic 
human needs." 

Working people need to break from 
the two capitalist parties responsible· 
for inflation, unemployment, and short
ages- the Democrats and Republi
cans- and form an independent labor 
party based on the trade unions, she 
said. 

The campaign banquet received 
greetings from the president of the 
Organization of Arab Students and 
from the Oregon United Farm Work
ers organizer. 

The banquet was part of a social
ist education weekend, which included 

a panel on Chile, featuring John Stu
der, SWP candidate for U.S. Senate, 
and Bryan Johns of the Chile Fair 
Trial Committee. Both stressed the im
portance of continuing the defense of 
political prisoners held by the junta. 

Young Socialists for Seigle held an 
organizational meeting during the con
ference to plan future activities, includ
ing a statewide tour for SWP candi
date for superintendent of public in
struction, John Lemon. Students at-

tended the conference from the Uni
versity of Oregon in Eugene, and Ore
gon State University in Corvallis, as 
well as Portland campuses. 

Other speakers at the weekend were 
Maceo Dixon, cochairman of the SWP 
1974 National Campaign Committee, 
and Helen Meyers, SWP organizer in 
Seattle. 

Campaign supporters contributed 
$882 at the banquet to finance cam
paign activities. 

Stacey Seigle, socialist candidate for governor of Oregon, at Portland campaign 
quet. 
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Bihar a 'boiling cauldron' 

India: skyrocketing prices prompt mass struggles 
By Sharad Jhaveri 

Bombay 
The unbearable conditions created 

by rampant inflation, scarcity of basic 
goods, and failure of the public distri
bution system have led to mounting 
unrest throughout India. 

The All India State Governments 
Employees Federation has called for 
more than forty lakhs [4,000,000) 
state employees to stage a one-day 
protest strike April 9 against rising 
prices and scarcities. The federation 
has also demanded a minimum wage 
based on needs, a bonus to meet the 
rise in the cost of living, etc. 

The federation has also opposed uti
lization of MISA [Maintenance of In
ternal Security Act], a repressive mea
sure passed after Gandhi's landslide 
victory in 1971 that is aimed against 
mass struggles. Parts of it have been 

declared unconstitutional by the Su
preme Court. 

The eastern state of Bihar is at 
present a boiling cauldron. The stu
dents there openly credit the Gujarati 
students with having inspired their 
demonstrations. 

According to the March 18 Times 
of India, the students have taken over 
management of some leading educa
tional institutions, including Rajendra 
Agricultural University in North Bi
har and the B.N. College at Patna. 
Students are reported to have filled 
the higher posts in the universities 
from their own ranks. 

The Gandhi government sent in 
troops to help the special police 
forces. "Shoot at sight" orders were 
issued in various places. Home Minis
ter Dixit, after touring the trouble
ridden state, said these were "fascist" 
attempts to stifle democracy. 

Indian troops at work in New Delhi. ' ... the government is resorting to coercion 
and the use of the army against legitimate struggles of the people.' 

At a March 21 meeting of the Aca
demic Council of J-awaharlal Nehru 
University, the two student representa
tives in the twenty-five-member body, 
Karat Prakash and Romesh Dixit, 
said that they rejected the university 
and its kind of education, with its per
spective of unemployment. They called 
for a basic socioeconomic upheaval. 

In Madhya Pradesh, students of Ra
vishanker University have threatened 
to boycott examinations if local peo
ple are not given jobs. 

The massive student agitation 
against the present socioeconomic sys
tem in Gujarat was triggered by a 
steep rise in food costs in college 
hostels. 

A survey of about 400 students re
siding in fourteen hostels at Ahmeda
bad, carried out by the well-known 
Gujarati economist Dr. Jitendra Dho
lakia, showed that 52% of the stu
dents coming from middle-class fami
lies in the income group ranging from 
300 to 600 rupees [US$1 =about 8.75 
rupees] a month skipped a meal a 
day because of the high cost. About 
3 7% of the students had gone into 
debt to cover expenses. Around 27% 
had to borrow regularly. 

The average student debt for mess 
charges was estimated at 30-35 ru
pees a month during 1972 and 1973. 

Dr. Dholakia r~ported that 78% of 
the students believed that responsibili
ty for the boost in prices rested with 
hoarders, speculators, traders, and the 
state government. 

The leap in prices is unprecedented 
in recent Indian history. The index 
of wholesale prices, taking the 1961-
62 level as a base of 100, stood at 
218.4 at the end of the last fiscal 
year (March 1973 ). At the end of 
March 1974, it will top 275, a rise 
of more than 25% as against a rise 
of 11.8% in the corresponding period 
of 1972-73. 

According to data provided by the 
Economic and Political Weekly, be
tween March 1972 and February 2, 
197 4, the wholesale price index rose 
by 41.5%, the index for food articles 
showing a rise of 45.1% and that 
for industrial raw rna terials 80.2%. 

During the same two-year period, 
prices of manufactured goods rose by 
29.5%, those of machinery and trans
port equipment by 17.9%, and chemi
cals 10.1%. The prices of intermediate 
products rose by 46.1%. 

In the lead article in its Annual 
Number of 1974 the Economic and 
Political Weekly, which is an influ
ential publication, admitted that there 
have been phenomenal pressures on 
the cost of livi~g that have not been 
reflected in the official price index. 

At the end of last year, the All
India Consumer Price Index for the 
working class stood at 260 as com
pared to 210 in December 1972. That 
is a rise of nearly 24%. 

In contrast to the rise in prices, 
production- especiaUy industrial pro
duction-has stagnated. In fact, for 
the past two years it has declined by 

Continued on page WO 4 

Rail workers defy Gandhi gov't; prepare nationwide strike 
[The following article was written 

before May 2. On that day the Indian 
government arrested 700 union leaders 
in an attempt to stop the threatened 
rail strike by nearly two million work
ers. Reuters reported that a total of 
2,000 unionists had been arrested by 
May 3. 

[V.R. Mhalgi, a Bombay unionist, 
died of a heart attack soon after be
ing arrested. The unions broke off talks 
with the government, and workers 
walked out in Bombay, Bhopal, Luch
now, Ahmadebab, Patna, and several 
other key rail centers. The May 4 
New York Times reported workers 
blocking the tracks at Baroda and 

Jhansi as well. 
(Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, vow

ing to keep the trains moving, has 
ordered army reservists to stand by 
to take the railways over. According 
to the May 4 Times, "The Govern
ment warned that the workers who 
struck would be dismissed unless they 
went back on the job at once. Through 
newspaper advertisements, the Rail
way Ministry invited retired rail work
ers- engineers, signalmen, guards, 
others -to return to active duty. The 
ministry also offered inducements to 
'loyal rallwaymen,' such as pay in
creases, rapid promotions and 'spe
cial recognition.'" 

[In the meantime, union leaders are 

calling for stepped up preparations 
for the nationwide strike scheduled for 
MayS.) 

By Sharad Jhaveri 

J amnagar, Guj arat 
The coordinating committee of the 

major national railway workers 
unions has called for an indefinite gen
eral strike beginning May 8. If the 
strike-which would be the first such 
general strike since 1960- ma
terialises, it will paralyse the economy, 
cripple transport, and lead to a direct 
conf~;ontation with the government. 

In view of the political implications 
of a strike, the government is still 
holding parleys with the leaders of 
the committee in an effort to avert 
one. The political committee of the 
central cabinet is regularly reviewing 
the situation. Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, who has denounced the strike 
call as "antinational," has appointed 
the deputy railway minister, M. S. 
Quereshi, to head a negotiating com
mittee. Discussions with the leaders of 
the coordinating committee have al
ready started. 

The railway workers have put for
ward eight demands, most of .them 

Continued on page WO 4 
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Detente coming to the Caribbean? 

Washington relaxes embargo on trade 
By Gerry Foley 

-When Washington permitted sales to 
Cuba in March and April by affiliates 
of U.S. companies in Canada and 
Argentina, it seemed in effect, despite 
claims to the contrary, to be moving 
toward dropping the trade embargo 
against the Castro regime. Influential 
elements in the U.S. government and 
in the ruling class were.quick to press 
for following the logic of these 
decisions. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Com
mittee voted unanimously April 23 to 
introduce a resolution into Congress 
recommending that the president for
mally end the embargo and resume 
diplomatic relations with Cuba. 

On the previous day, Representative 
Whalen nf Ohio introduced a bill in 
the low' house of Congress that 
called fo- an end to the embargo on 
trade with Cuba except in the case 
of military equipment. After pointing 
to the February 1973 hijacking ac
cord between Washington and Ha
vana, Whalen said: 

"This year there have been further 
encouraging developments. It is re
ported that Soviet General Secretary 
Leonid Brezhnev, when visiting Ha
vana in January, urged Premier Cas
tro to soften his posture toward the 
United States. Indeed, the joint Cuba
Soviet Declaration of February 2, 
1974, which Castro and Brezhnev 
signed, states: 

"'Cuba and the Soviet Union declare 
themselves in favor of the full validity 
of the principles of equality, respect 
for sovereignty and territorial in
tegrity and the renouncing of the use 
of force and the threat of using it in 
relations among the nations of Latin 
America, as well as in other areas of 
the world.'" 

That is, Whalen clearly thought that 
the Kremlin chief's visit to Cuba at 
the end of January, and the statements 
he made there, as well as the Soviet
Cuban communique of February 2, 
meant that Havana had been defini
tively brought behind the policy of 
"peaceful coexistence," under the firm 
control of the Soviet Union. 

Whalen then noted as "significant an
nouncements" the U. S. government's 
decision to lift the ban against the 
sale of trucks and automobiles to 
Cuba by American-owned companies 
in Argentina, and the decision of the 
hemisphere foreign ministers meeting 
in Atlanta to "explore the possibility 
of inviting Cuba to their next meeting 
in Buenos Aires in March 1975." 

Capitalists Differ 

The State Department's declarations 
that the Argentine case was an 
exception and did not mean abandon
ing the embargo came in for heavy 
frre from the most internationally 
minded and farsighted organs of the 
American capitalist press. 

In an editorial April 22, the Wash
ington Post said: 

"It is now pretty clear from sound
ings at meetings of the OAS (Organi
zation of American States] in recent 
days, that at least a simple majority 
- if not the necessary two-thirds_:_ of 
its members is ready to lift or relax 
the organization's trade restrictions 

Castro during Boy of Pigs invasion. Washington sponsored counterrevolutionary assault after failing tb bring down Castro 
government by economic blockade. Signs are that it now considers Cuban government housebroken. 

with Cuba. The grave threat from 
Fidel Castro that was thought to exist 
in the 1960s no longer looks so ter
ribly menacing. The sensible course 
of American diplomacy, it seems to 
us, would be to take the lead in ac
knowledging this reality, just as this 
country took the lead in imposing the 
em bar go itself." 

The editorial explained that if the 
United States tried to maintain the 
principle of the blockade, while at the 
same time making exceptions under 
pressure, it would double its political 
losses. It was neither possible nor de
sirable to delay the'' inevitable aban
donment of the embargo. 

The most authoritative of the Ameri
can capitalist papers, the New York 
Times, noted in an editorial April 24 
that the U.S. government did face 
some embarrassment in shifting its 
policy toward Cuba. But, it stressed, 
it did not think it was wise to protest 
too much. 
'"No one expects the United States 

to lead a drive for repeal of the sanc
tions. What many of the 23 0. A. S. 
members-and a great many Ameri
cans- had been hoping for was 
simply an expression that this coun
try had no objection to reviewing the 
policy of excluding Cuba. Secretary 
Kissinger marred an otherwise posi
tive contribution to the moderately 
successful 'new dialogue' he has 
launched with the other American 
states by his silence at Atlanta on this 
important question." 

The Times, thus, expected Washing
ton to drag its feet, as far as its public 
positions were concerned, and let the 
Latin American "national" bour
geoisies take the lead. This had the 
obvious advantage of saving the ap
pearance of the "principles" that Wash
ington had trumpeted so often in the 
past, and at the same time of giving 
the weak Latin American bourgeois 
governments some much needed "na
tionalisf' luster. The Times, however, 
apparently thought the Nixon ad
ministration was making rather too 
much of a show of reluctance. The 
Washington Post, in its April 22 edi-

torial, was more explicit: 
"Cuba has become another example 

of the present peculiar phase of Mr. 
Nixon's ideological politics. Having 
made large and desirable changes in 
American policy, he preserves a few 
small remnants of the old customs 
as an attempt to offer symbolic re
assurance to that part of his constitu
ency which takes ideology seriously. 
It serves the national interest, accord
ing to the current definition, to trade 
with the Soviet Union and China but, 
in contrast, Cuba is a Communist 
country committed to world revo-
1 ution. Therefore it is a manifest 
menace to international stability." 

Watergate Maneuver? 

In other words, the bourgeois 
liberal daily saw Nixon's apparent 
hesitations about including Cuba in 
the detente simply as a device to main
tain the reactionary rightist constitu
ency that in the post-Watergate period 
in particular provides the bulk of his 
public support. 

Despite the public hemming and 
hawing of the Nixon administration, 
the Latin American "nationalisf' bour
geois regimes moved enthusiastically 
to play the role the New York Times 
evidently expected them to play. 

"The Argentine Republic opened the 
doors yesterday for Cuba's return to 
the Latin American community," the 
Buenos Aires daily La Opinion wrote 
in a headline in its April 19 issue. It 
ran the full text of the memorandum 
presented by the Argentine minister 
Vignes to the conference of hemi
spheric foreign ministers !n Atlanta. 

The Venezuelan government, one of 
whose predecessors had made the mo
tion for expelling Cuba from the OAS 
in 1962, apparently concurred with 
the fifth point of the Vignes memoran
dum: 

"The government of President Carlos 
Andres Perez, according to Schact [the 
foreign minister], believed that when 
they were applied, the sanctions were 
justified and that the procedure was 

correct," the Buenos Aires paper La 
Nacion reported in its April 22 weekly 
airmail edition, "but that in the ten 
years that have passed since then the 
situation has changed substantially." 

The motion to invite Cuba to the 
197 5 conference of ministers in Ar
gentina was made by Mexico, whose 
government has served for a decade 
and a half as Washington's unofficial 
channel of communication to Havana. 

The overtures to Cub a had the ex
plicit backing of Mexico's President 
Echeverria, a not very independent
minded "friend of the United States." 

In a dispatch from Mexico City 
March 30, New York Times corres
pondent Alan Riding analyzed the ob
jectives of both the Mexican and Cu
ban governments in these negotiations: 

"Both Mexico and Cuba, however, 
appear to have clear though unrelated 
political motives for wanting to 
strengthen their ties. Since the over
throw of President Salvador Allende 
Gossens in Chile last September, Mr. 
Castro has reportedly wished to shore 
up his relations with other friends on 
the continent. Mexico, on the other 
hand, wants to obtain Cuban support 
for her diplomatic offensive in the third 
world. 

'"Within Latin America, Cuba is a 
key symbol,' one diplomat said. 'To 
be accepted as a third-world leader, 
President Echeverria clearly needs the 
blessing of Premier Castro.'" 

The ''blessing" of the Castro regime 
has had obvious advantages for a 
government such as the demagogic 
and repressive Peruvian junta of Gen
eral Juan Velasco Alvarado. With the 
aura provided by Fidel'sendorsement, 
Velasco has been able to rally well
known leftist figures in Peru to his gov
ernment despite its brutal suppression 
of strikes, union organizing, and the 
right of expression for the left groups 
themselves. 

In the aftermath of the military coup 
in Chile, Fidel went so far as to as
sure the Peruvian and Latin Ameri
can left as a whole that there was no 
reason to suspect the revolutionary 
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with Cuba in wake of Brezhnev visit 
commitment of the Velasco junta: 

"Contrary to the Chilean Army, the 
Peruvian Army made it possible for 
men from the most downtrodden sec
tors of the population to enter mili
tary schools, and the class composi
tion of the Peruvian Army is different 
from that of the Chilean Army. This 
factor facilitated the work of some 
leading commanders and officers who, 
headed by General Velasco Alvarado 
(applause), led the Armed Forces of 
Peru to unity with the people and to 
progressive positions, in opposition to 
the oligarchy. The example of Peru 
had great repercussions in Latin 
America. 

"Imperialism is seeking to offset the 
example of the Peruvian Armed Forc-
es .... 

"Now, we aren't concerned about the 
ideological differences between the 
movements in Argentina and Peru and 
the Cuban Revolution." 

In this speech on September 20 in 
the Plaza de Ia Revoluci6n, Castro 
did stress the importance of a con
sistent political· approach. "Marxism
Leninism, socialism, means political 
definition. (applause.) It means having 
a guide, a north star, a compass; 
it means knowing what steps must be 
taken along the revolutionary path." 
( Granma, English edition, October 7, 
1973.) 

Whatever Castro's conception of rev
olutionary strategy at this point, it 
apparently did not include telling the 
truth to the Cuban or Latin American 
workers, or relying on their struggles 
to defend the island against imperial
ism. At this point, at least, his strat
egy seems to revolve around holding 
Soviet support, no matter what po
litical price he has to pay. 

Stalinist Credibility Low 
The weak and treacherous national 

bourgeois regimes in Latin America 
are not the only governments that 
need some reflected revolutionary or 
anti-imperialist luster. The line of the 
Kremlin and the local pro-Moscow 
parties toward anti-imperialist strug
gles badly needs some renewed credi
bility. The strategy of supporting "na
tional bourgeois" revolutions as a 
"first stage" in the struggle for social
ism- in fact unconditionally support
ing any bourgeois politician or mili- · 
tary strongman who might be willing 
to make some kind of a deal with the 
Soviet Union-has taken a bad beat
ing in the postwar period. Some of the 
hardest blows in fact were dealt by the 
Cuban revolutionary leadership itself 
in the earlier days. 

For the first ten years or so of its 
existence, the Castro regime did try to 
defend the revolution by extending it. 
But its strategy of trying to initiate 
revolutionary process through the 
action of small rural and urban guer
rilla groups proved notably unsuc
cessful. 

When the Allende government came 
to power in Chile in 1970, the Cuban 
regime seemed to center its hopes on 
the "Chilean process." The crushing· 
defeat of the Chilean workers in the 
week of September 11-18, 1973, was 
a heavy blow to the Cubans' perspec
tive for breaking the imperialist en
circlement. 

Since the fall of Allende, the strategy 
of the pro-Moscow CPs in Latin Amer-

ica has come to center around the Pe
ruvian and Argentine models, on the 
theory that a purely "nationalist" pro
cess that does not threaten the social 
status quo or move "too quickly" 
against imperialism can achieve re
forms without provoking a military 
coup. There is no indication that the 
Cuban leadership has an alternative 
to this policy. 

In his speech. in the Plaza de Ia 
Revoluci6n on July 26, 1971, Fidel 
said: 

"But life teaches us that an impos
sible thing- or a thing that seems 
impossible- is often possible in there
alities of life. It is possible especially 
when the peoples are armed with ideas, 
when revolutionary ideas are taken up 
by the masses. Then all those things 
that had seemed impossible became 
possible." 

I believe that less should be said about 
youth and more aboutadulthood .... 

"The Soviet Union has always con
sidered inadmissible- in fact, crimi
nal- any attempt to 'export counter
revolution,' any outside interference 
aimed at crushing the soverign will 
of a revolutionary people. Likewise, 
communists are not in favor of 'ex
porting revolution.' Revolution ma
tures on the internal field of one or 
another country. How and when it 
surges forth, what forms and methods 
are employed to bring it about, con
cern only that country." 

The Stalinist dictator devoted the 
middle part of his speech to explain
ing the disarmament agreements with 
the United States. He pointed out: 

"But the concept of peaceful coex
istence isn't just limited to acknowl
edging that war is no longer useful 

Soviet ship unloads in Havana. Soviet bureaucrats demand 'adulthood' in return 
for aid- that is, support to their counterrevolutionary foreign policy. 

However, the Castro leadership, 
despite its success in establishing the 
first workers state in Latin America, 
has not been able to find a way to 
take revolutionary ideas effectively to 
the masses. As a result it has had 
to become more and more passive
ly dependent on Soviet material aid, 
at the expense of revolutionary ideas 
and of truth in general. This process 
culminated in Brezhnev's visit to Cuba 
at the end of January. 

In his speech in the Plaza de Ia 
Revoluci6n, the Soviet Union's coun
terrevolutionary Stalinist party boss 
made it absolutely clear w:hat he want
ed: 

"The Cuban Revolution is now fif
teen years old. That is in a way no 
short period. That is why, when it 
comes to the new regime in Cuba, 

in solving disputes among nations, 
especially between the two social sys
tems. In our day, the conviction that 
an active and fruitful collaboration 
among all nations is necessary be
comes stronger with time." 

Brezhnev made it clear that Soviet 
aid to Cuba was within the context 
of the peaceful coexistence policy. 

"It is well known that the Soviet 
Union gives aid to Cuba for strength
ening its national defense. We know 
very well that Soviet arms in Cuban 
hands aren't for attacking anyone or 
for worsening the international situ
ation. They serve the just cause of 
defending the revolutionary conquests 
of the country, the cause of peace and 
tranquility." (Applause.) 

In his speech and in the Soviet-Cu
ban communique of February 2, Cas-

tro made a complete and humiliating 
political capitulation to the Soviet bu
reaucracy. 

Speaking to the crowd in the Plaza 
de Ia Revoluci6n, Castro threw his 
prestige into the breach to defend the 
Soviet Union against attacks from the 
left 

"There are also pseudoleftists and 
renegades of the revolutionary move
ment who, adopting alleged Marxist 
positions, miserably betray prole
tarian internationalsm and serve the 
interests of imperialism." (Hisses.) 

ln the joint communique, Cuba was 
forced to subscribe to practically every 
point of Moscow's current foreign pol
icy. It endorsed the Soviet Union's 
Middle East line of guaranteed "secur
ity" for all "peoples and states" in the 
region, including the Zionist settler 
state. 

Lining Up On Maoism 

In particular, the Cubans were 
forced to line up with the Kremlin's 
campaign against Maoist China: 

"Both Parties are irreconcilable with 
revisionism- of the right as well as 
the left- and with the hegemonic and 
chauvinist trends that contradict the 
international line collectively outlined 
by the Communist and Workers Par
ties." 

There was even an indication that 
Cuba risked being drawn into a mili
tary alliance against the world's sec
ond-strongest workers state: 

"The Cuban leader supported the 
Soviet proposal for a system of. col
lective security in Asia," a New York 
Times correspondent cabled from 
Moscow February 4, "an initiative that 
Peking itself has said was directed 
against China." It is to be hoped that 
Havana will deny that inference. 

The communique even committed the 
Cuban government to supporting the 
"proposals made by the Government 
of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea with a view to that coun
try's democratic and peaceful reunifi
cation." 

It seems clear, then, why the moves 
to "bring Cuba back into the inter
American community" escalated after 
Brezhnev' s visit The public humilia
tion of the Castro regime was the 
necessary demonstration that Havana 
had definitely subordinated itself to the 
strategy of "peaceful coexistence." 

The triumphant editorial in the 
April 5 Izvestia, in the commentary 
column, made this absolutely clear: 

"There is no question that the visit 
of L.I. Brezhnev promoted the further 
growth of Cuba's international pres
tige. The attempt to develop new in
terstate relations and cooperation that 
would strengthen national indepen
dence and the unity first of all of 
the northern Latin American countries 
is winning more and more supporters. 
Despite the efforts of the imperialists, 
Cub a is beginning to take part in this 
process on a basis of equality .... 

"A brief look at the list of foreign 
guests in Cuba recently says a lot: 
Two Peruvian government delegations, 
representatives of the Panamanian 
Ministry of Economic Development, 
more than two hundred Argentine 

. businessmen accompanying a govern
ment delegation headed by the minis
ter of commerce." 
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.. .India: skyrocketing prices, mass struggles 
Continued from page WO J 
about 7.5%. This does not take into 
account the latest declines ascribable 
to shortages in power, coal, steel, and 
transport 

Savings and investments in the pub
lic sector, which create the necessary 
infrastructure for the development of 
private capitalism in this backward 
country, have been phenomenally low. 
There has been a corresponding in
crease in the unproductive deployment 
of resources available to the govern
ment. From 59.4% of the total ex
penditures made by the Central Gov
ernment in 1965-66, developmental 
expenditures declined to 46.6% in 
1971-72. They are not likely to go 
beyond 4 7% in the current year. 

In the three years since 1971-72, 
national income has risen by hardly 
more than 7% whereas the money 
supply has been expanded by 54%. 

In this context, the government's 
failure with respect to the system of 
public distribution, especially fair 
distribution of basic commodities, has 
proved very harmful to workers and 
to lower-bracket middle-class fami
lies with fixed incomes. It has been 
a boon to traders, rich farmers, and 
speculators. 

The failure to meet the target of 
procurement of food grains from the 
1972-73 crop is a byword in India. 
As against a target of 4 million tons 
of rice, only 2. 7 million tons were 
procured. 

In the case of wheat, against the 
original target of 8. 1 million tons 
(which was later reduced to 6 mil
lion tons), only about 4.5 million tons 
were procured. 

In the 1973-74 season, the produc
tion of rice was estimated at a record 
45 million tons. Yet the government 
is not hopeful of procuring even 5 
million tons. The maximum it ex
pects is 2.9 million tons. It is worth 

... rail strike 
Continued from page WO J 
economic. They call for recognition 
as industrial workers, with an eight
hour day. They also call for job eval
uation with a minimum wage based 
on need. Until such evaluation is car
ried out, the railway workers demand 
that they be treated on a par with 
other workers in the public industrial 
sector and be paid the same wages 
now paid to such workers. 

To fight inflation, they demand that 
the dearness allowance be linked with 
the cost-of-living index and that it 
be automatically increased every six 
months, commensurate with the in
crease in prices. They have also raised 
a demand for payment of bonuses for 
1971-72 and 1972-73. 

The demands of the railway workers 
are legitimate, but the labour min
ister who brought the government and 
representatives of the workers to the 
negotiating table turned down the de
mands, apparently on the ground that 
railways are a public utility and not 

noting in passing that this procure
ment ·target was reached in all three 
years 1969-70, 1970-71, and 1971-
72, when the output was considerably 
lower. 

The Indian bourgeoisie is aware of 
the explosiveness of the present cri
sis it faces. But its representatives dif
fer as to how to meet it. 

J.R.D. Tata, an elder statesman of 
the Indian bourgeoisie, in addressing 
the annual general meeting of the 
largest and most modern steel com
pany in the private sector, called for 
increased production at any cost as 
the road to salvation. 

President V. V. Giri appealed in his 
Independence Day message. for in
creased production. He entreated the 
capitalists not to declare lockouts and 
enjoined the workers not to go on 
strike for at least three years. The 
government is in fact actively trying 
to work out a practical scheme for 
an industrial truce, counting in this 
on the collaboration of the reformist 
bureaucratic leadership of the central 
trade unions. 

At first Indira Gandhi kept quiet. 
Later she advanced various reasons 
for the economic malaise, pointing to 
the refugee _problem, the war with 
Pakistan, the years of drought, inter
national inflation, etc. Lately she has 
pointed to the oil crisis. 

The trouble is that the people are in 
no mood to listen to excuses that are 
unconvincing. During the Bangladesh 
crisis, the price situation was not as 
bad as now. Even during the last 
drought year it was possible to get 
basic commodities from the public 
distribution system. Today, despite 
bumper harvests, people do not get 
enough food to sustain them even at 
the exorbitant prices prevalent in cities 
like Bombay. 

Gandhi and others are beseeching 
the bourgeoisie to behave more prop-

a profit-making organization. 
The Third Pay Commission had 

fixed railway workers' minimum wage 
at 196 rupees [approximately US$25.-
00 J a month. But with the present rate 
of inflation, a standard family of five 
can hardly get by for even fifteen 

INDIRA GANDHI: Vowed to keep trains 
moving at all costs, ordered arrest of 
2,000 union leaders, threatened to mo
bilize army reserves. 

Demonstration against food shortages in India 

erly, to make less profits, to sell food 
to the government Government offi
cials also threaten to use the Defense 
of India Act, the Essential Commodi
ties Act, and MISA against traders 
and hoarders. These measures are oc
casionally applied demonstratively in 
flagrant cases. 

On the other hand, the government 
is resorting to coercion and the use 
of the army against legitimate strug
gles of the people. 

The ongoing struggles have by
passed the traditional leaderships. 
Students are in the vanguard. As a 
class force, however, the workers have 
not yet been drawn in. Nor have the 
struggles been coordinated and gen
eralized. They have not assumed an 
all-India character. Up to now the 
government and the traditional bu
reaucratic leaderships of the or
ganized working class have succeeded 

days with such a paltry sum. To 
maintain a family of that size, a rail
worker is currently estimated to need 
at least 333 rupees a month. 

This scale of wages is inequitable. 
Other fourth-class employees in the 
public industrial sector get 300 to 318 
rupees a month. In the case of the Life 
Insurance Corporation of India, the 
government has conceded a wage of 
404 rupees to peons [lowest-paid office 
workers]. Thus, even the Economic 
Times was constrained to admit in a 
lead article April 14 that such dis
parities in pay, which are unrelated 
to any sound norms of job evalua
tion, are indefensible. 

Although negotiations are contin
uing, the coordinating committee in
structed the various unions to serve 
the government a fourteen-day strike 
notice April 23, the strike being set to 
begin May 8. George Fernandez, pres
ident of the All-India Railwaymen's 
Federation, said in J aipur April 17 
that if the government is "determined 
to force a confrontation on us, we are 
today prepared to face it. If it is hop
ing to break us after having forced 

. us into action," he said, "I can only 
say that it is living in a fool's para
dise." 

in keeping the workers insulated from 
the students. This has been markedly 
true in Guj a rat. 

What is badly needed at present is 
effective propagation of a series of 
transitional demands such as a slid
ing scale of wages. The defense of 
democratic rights and a struggle for 
the repeal of draconian laws are 
very much in order, as are efforts 
to foster fraternization with the rank 
and file of the army, closer relations 
between students and workers, the 
creation of permanent committees of 
workers and students, etc. 

According to the Annual Number 
1974 of the Economic and Political 
Weekly, the government, faced with 
mass discontent in varying degrees 
of organisation, will become more and 
more authoritarian. It is necessary 
to fight against this trend in the most 
vigorous way. 
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... fight against racism Readers map plans for 
in District 1 schools bigger sales this week 
Continued from page 28 
source of some of these conflicts is 
the way government-financed anti
poverty programs often pit oppressed 
minorities against each other in the 
scramble for crumbs. 

Despite these obstacles, one of the 
factors that has facilitated unity is 
that each minority participates with 
its own organizations in the various 
coalitions that have oeen established 
during the five-year struggle. 

This has made it possible for each 
group, especially Blacks and Chinese, 
who have a smaller proportion of the 
district's public school population, to 
be in a stronger position to look out 
for their interests. Fourteen percent of 
District 1 's students are Blacks, 6 per
cent are Chinese, and 73 percent are 
Puerto Ricans. 

The most important factor, however, 
is the obvious need to bring together 
as many forces as possible against 
those who oppose community control, 
particularly the well-financed and 
powerful UFT bureaucracy. The unity 
achieved so far is a significant ac
complishment that should be deep
ened. 

Another way the Puerto Rican, 
Black, and Chinese leadership of the 
struggle has increased the number of 
fighters on its side is by accepting help 
and participation from all who are 
willing to support its goals. This pol
icy of nonexclusion has served to 
draw in many additional activists and 
to broaden support for the struggle. 

Related to this policy is the ap
proach the community fighters have 
taken to win new supporters, not only 
in the district but throughout the city. 
Shanker reigns over an organization 
that is a powerful political force in 
both Albany and city hall. He pub
lishes a weekly column in the Sunday 
Nw York Times, in the form of a 
paid advertisement, where he often 
slanders the parents struggling in Dis
trict 1. 

To counter this and avoid isolation, 
speaking engagements at community 
meetings and campuses throughout 
the city have been organized for 
Fuentes and other representatives of 
the struggle. News conferences are 
held to answer lies and explain the 
truth about the parents' goals. This 
policy has had its most successful re
•sults to date in the present election 
campaign, in which more support has 
been won than any time previously. 

The central thrust of the actions car
ried out by the pro-community-con
trol forces, from picket lines to door
to-door canvassing, is designed to con
vince people who are not yet convinced 
and win them to the struggle. This at
tempt to win mass support exerts the 
greatest pressure on the opponents of 
community control. 

A strong feature of the parents' ac
tivity is that it has not been confined 
to only one or two methods of strug
gle. Direct action such as picket lines, 
rallies, demonstrations, marches, and 
mobilizations at school board meet
ings have been utilized. 

Court suits against illegal and un
democratic moves by the city admin
istration, the board of education, and 
the UFT leadership have been em
ployed. And the school board elec
tions have been used to publicize and 
win new supporters to the struggle and 
to win a majority on the board. 

Most important of these forms of 
struggle is direct action. When the 
courts have stalled or ruled against 
the parents, it was marches and ral
lies that helped put pressure on them. 
When the Shankerites have had a ma
jority on the board, as they have most 
of the time since 1970, parents have 
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defended their interests with large mo
bilizations and picket lines at open 
school board meetings. 

Another aspect of the struggle in 
District 1 that activists in other op
pressed communities will want to par
ticularly note is its independence. By 
this is meant independence, from gov
ernment-financed agencies and Demo
cratic and Republican clubs. 

The coalition raises its own funds 
and makes its own decisions. Policy 
decisions are not made on the basis 
of whether this or that contributor 
or antipoverty agency will write out 
a check. Nor are they made on the 
basis of whether it will help or hurt 
anyone's political ambitions. 

The coalition includes supporters of 
Socialist Workers Party candidates 
and members of the Nuevo Jibaro 
Club, a newly formed Puerto Rican 
Democratic Party organization on the 
Lower East Side. However, it is not 
a campaign committee for either 
party. 

Dozens of community struggles have 
been run off the tracks by Democratic 
politicians who have subordinated the 
demands of Blacks, Puerto Ricans, 
Chinese, and Chicanos to their own 
political purposes. 

Struggles have been squeezed dry 
of their militancy, determination, and 
self-confidence by hucksters in govern
ment agencies who snatch away funds 
when things seem to be getting out 
of their control. That these traps have 
been avoided by the leaders of the 
District 1 fight is key to the gains 
that have been won so far. 

One final point that is seldom men
tioned in most news reports and anal
yses of the District 1 struggle, but is 
very evident to those involved in it, 
is the role of women in the leader
ship. 

The overwhelming majority of par
ent leaders are women. And as a re
sult of their activity they are 
developing self-confidence as orga- · 
nizers and speakers. Some are sym
pathetic to the women's liberation 
movement and have spoken at con
ferences and meetings on women's lib
eration, including International 
Women's Day. 

This determination of the women 
fighters comes from a very strong 
feeling that they do not want their 
children held back or destroyed by 
the schools. They, along with their 
supporters, are fighting against some 
of the most dehumanizing effects of 
racial oppression and are using every 
effective means at their disposal to 
carry on this struggle. 

Militant/Michael Baumann 

Mobilizations of community activists at 
school board meetings have been one 
effective tactic in District 1 fight. 

By ROSE OGDEN 
Militant supporters report they sold 
8,317 copies of the May 3 Militant 
(front-page headline: "Soaring prices 
and more layoffs") as part of our 
drive to sell 10,000 per week. These 
sales are in addition to The Militant's 
subscription circulation and sales by 
bookstores, newsstands, and areas not 
on our weekly scoreboard. 

Fifteen areas met or surpassed their 
goals. 

Houston Socialist Workers Party 
campaign supporters sold 708 copies, 
well over their goal of 500. They 
stepped up their sales in order to in
form as many people as possible of 
the socialist alternative to the Demo
crats and Republicans. One hundred 
were sold at a rally for Frances Faren
thold, who was one of the contenders 
in the Democratic Party gubernatorial 
primary. 

Supporters in the Central-East Los 
Angeles SWP and Young Socialist Al
liance achieved their goal for the first 
time this spring. Sales director Byron 
Ackerman reports that their plans for 
continuing high sales include increas
ing sales on Saturday and establish
ing more regular sales in the Black 
community. 

The May 3 issue sold well at a 
variety of political activities. Brook
lyn supporters report The Militant was 
well known among the Haitians dem
onstrating at a rally in defense of 
Haitian refugees, where they sold 161 
copies. They report selling another 45 
copies at a conference on Puerto Rican 
history. 

Philadelphia, Twin Cities, Chicago, 
and Central-East L.A. report that The 
Militant was well received at the United 
Farm Workers meetings and rallies 
held in their cities. 

Ninety were sold at the convention 
of the Coalition of Black Trade Union
ists in Detroit. In addition, supporters 
distributed copies of The Militant's re
print of the FBI memos on "disrupting" 
the Black movement. 

An early report has come in on 
sales of the May 10 issue. Cleveland 
supporters sold nearly 300 Militants 
at a Kent State memorial rally. In 
addition, 200 Young Socialists were 
sold. 

The current issue, dated May 17, 
has been chosen for a special week 
of sales to break through our goal 
of 10,000. Many SWP campaign sup
porters throughout the country will 
be exerting extra efforts to sell this 
issue. 

Oakland/Berkeley supporters, for ex
ample, have increased their bundle to 
1,400. 

The Brooklyn, Lower Manhattan, 
and Upper West Side units of the SWP 
and YSA in New Yorkhavechallenged 
each other to see which can sell the 
most. All three are beginning the week 
with bundles of 1,000. 

St. Louis has increased its bundle 
to 600. Chicago pledged to sell 800; 
and Detroit and Washington, D.C., 
have set special goals of 500 for this 
issue. 

The Nashville YSA has met its goal 
each week of the spring sales cam
paign. In line with the national ef
fort to sell 10,000, they upped their 
bundle by 100 and aim to sell 180! 

Many readers of The Militant are 
participating in our campaign to in
crease circulation. Jn addition to sales 
in the United States, copies of The 
Militant are distributed throughout the 
world. A reader in Frankfurt, West 
Germany, recently wrote that he and 
other supporters were selling The Mili
tant to American Gls stationed there. 
One GI he met was familiar with the 

Militant/Janice Cline 

Nearly 300 Militants were sold at May 4 
memorial rally at Kent State in Ohio. 

SWP and the YSA and very excited to 
find a copy of The Militant. 

Other readers are encouraged to help 
The Militant reach even more people. 
Simply send in the coupon on page 
27 and we will begin sending you a 
weekly bundle to sell in your city. 
This week a request for a bundle of 
10 came in from a supporter in John-
son City, N.Y. 

Scoreboard 
SOLD 
LAST 

GOAL WEEK % 
Dallas 10 16 160 
Houston 500 708 142 
St. Louis 325 386 119 
Philadelphia 400 416 104 
Washington, D. C. 400 411 103 
L. A. (Central-East) 350 352 101 
Oaldand/Berkeley 800 807 101 
Amarillo 5 5 100 
Athens, Ga. 35 35 1()0 
Bowling Green, Ohio 50 50 100 
Chicago 700 700 100 
Columbus, Ohio 20 20 100 
logan 30 30 100 
Nashville 70 70 100 
Wallingford, Conn. 20 20 100 
Detroit 400 372 93 
New Paltz 25 23 92 
Tucson 50 45 90 
Brooklyn 450 402 89 
Little Rock 25 22 88 
L.A. (West Side) 350 302 86 
Portland 325 278 86 
Seattle 425 364 86 
Albany, N.Y. 20 17 85 
lawrence, Kans. 13 11 85 
Amherst 50 40 80 
lower Manhattan 500 381 76 
Ossining 25 19 76 
Huntsville 15 11 73 
Atlanta 500 350 70 
Pittsburgh 375 260 69 
State College, Pa. 25 17 68 
Twin Cities 350 227 65 
Milwaukee 25 16 64 
Madison 50 30 60 
Denver 450 255 57 
San Diego 325 176 54 
Upper West Side (N.Y.) 475 226 48 
San Francisco 525 224 43 
Cleveland 350 120 34 
Geneseo 5 1 20 
Tuscaloosa 10 2 20 
Boston 700 100 14 
TOTAL SOLD 
LAST WEEK 10,000 8,317 83 
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In Review 

Chile & the dead end of 
Disaster in Chile: Allende's Strat
egy and Why It Failed. Edited 
with introduction by Les Evans. 
Pathfinder Press. New York, 1974. 
272 pp. Cloth $J 0, paper $2. 95. 

By Caroline Lund 
Salvador Allende claimed that the 
Popular Unity government in Chile 
would open up a "peaceful, parliamen
tary road to socialism." The work
ers movement throughout the world 
was watching and hoping for revolu
tionary successes by the Chilean peo
ple. 

The Communist and Socialist par
ties, which dominated the Popular 
Unity coalition, ran the Chilean capi
talist government for three years. But 
their rule was ended in a bloodbath 
of rightist violence backed by U.S. 
imperialism. The masses of Chile 
found themselves politically disarmed 
and unable to effectively defend them
selves from this assault. 

What happened to the promised 
"peaceful road to socialism"? Why 
couldn't the CP and SP, with so much 
apparent power, defend the gains 
made by the masses against the reac
tion? 

Disaster in Chile addresses itself to 
these questions. It is a collection of 
articles, essays, and documents from 
the viewpoint of revolutionary Marx
ism. Written over the past four years, 
they provide an analysis of the ma
jor developments under the UP gov
ernment and the rising mobilization 
of the right wing leading up to the 
coup. 

Included are nine on-the-spot ac
counts by Hugo Blanco, leader of 
the Peruvian peasant upsurge in the 
early 1960 s and a leader of the 
Fourth International. who was living 
in exile in Santiago. 

The success of the rightist coup so 
undercut the credibility of the Popu
lar Unity strategy that the Chilean 

Books 
CP felt forced soon after the coup 
to respond to pressures for an ex
planation. Chilean CP spokesman Vo
lodia Teitelboim wrote a statement 
that was printed in the Oct. 20 is
sue of the American CP's Daily World. 
He wrote: 

"Chile's tragic experiences ... have 
given rise to many questions by demo
crats and progressives all over the 
world. 

"Among the questions being asked 
is whether the Chilean way maintains 
its validity." 

His answer is: "In our opinion, the 
conception of a pluralist revolution 
in the heart of the people, which brings 
together Marxist, Christian and na
tionalist forces who are for social 
change and revolution, maintains its 
fun validity." 

What is actually meant by this 
"pluralist revolution" is no revolution 
at all. It is a strategy of building 
coalition governments. That is, a 
strategy that says working-class par
ties should join in electoral fronts and 
governments with capitalist parties 
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Stalinist popular front strategy left Chilean workers politically disarmed and unable to effectively resist right-wing coup 

and representatives to maintain capi
talism. 

This strategy of coalition govern
ments of workers' and capitalist par
ties was introduced into the labor 
movement nearly a century ago by the 
social-democratic parties of the Second 
International. During World War I 
this strategy also took the form of re
formist socialists supporting their 
"own" capitalist governments in the 
inter-imperialist slaughter. 

The Bolshevik Party led by Lenin 
exposed this false theory and carried 
through the October 1917 revolution 
against the coalition government 
headed by Kerensky. 

As the Stalinist bureaucracy usurped 
power in the Soviet Union, its fol
lowers reverted to the discredited prac
tice of the Social Democrats in sup
porting and entering capitalist govern
ments. This corresponded to the Stalin
ist theories of "socialism in one coun
try" and "peaceful coexistence"- the
ories that preached the necessity of 
adapting to capitalism rather than 
overthrowing it. 

The Stalinists have had some suc
cess in foisting their disastrous policy 
upon the workers movement in Chile 
and elsewhere by trying to disguise it 
with the mantle of Lenin and the Rus
sian revolution. 

For example, in the statementquoted 
earlier, Chilean Stalinist Teitelboim 
tries to equate the CP's participation 
in Allende's Popular Unity government 
with the "Leninist teaching on the ne
cessity for the people -legitimate ex
pression of democracy- to take control 
of the state .... " 

This is a monstrous lie. 
What the Stalinists have done to 

Lenin on this question is the same 
as what the opportunist social dem
ocrats tried to do to Marx's teachings 
in the years prior to the Russian rev
olution. 

In his famous pamphlet State and 
Revolution, written in August and Sep
tember of 1917, Lenin answered the 
"socialists" in both Germany and Rus
sia who were saying that Marxism did 
not exclude the participation of so
cialists in capitalist governments. He 
wrote this pamphlet because he felt it 
was necessary to correct sections of the 
Bolshevik leadership itself, including 
Stalin, who were bending to pressure 
from the Mensheviks to compromise 
with the coalition government. 

Just as Lenin, at that time, had to 
"undertake excavations," as he put it, 
"to bring uncorrupted Marxism to the 
knowledge of the masses," so revolu
tionists today have the task of exca
vating the revolutionary essence of 
Leninism and the Russian revolution. 

Theory of the state 
The experience of Chile under Al

lende totally confirms the Marxist the
ory of the state as explained by Len
in in State and Revolution. This is 
documented through the pages of the 
book Disaster in Chile. 

First of all, when "socialists" or"com
munists" join in the administration of 
a capitalist government, or state, what 
is it they are joining? 

Lenin wrote: "According to Marx, the 
state is an organ of class domination, 
an organ of oppression of one class 
by another; its aim is the creation of 
'order' which legalises and perpetuates 
this oppression by moderating the col
lisions between the classes." (Emphasis 
in original.) 

Therefore any "socialisf' who par
ticipates in a capitalist government 
must of necessity participate in, and 
take responsibility for, this repression 
of the working class. (We are talking 
here about participation in ministries 
or cabinets, the executive apparatus of 
the state. Revolutionists elected to a 
congress or parliament can intervene 

there to expose the capitalist rulers 
without taking any responsibility for 
their antilabor policies.) 

Lenin wrote that "even in those min
istries which belong to the 'Socialists' 
(please excuse the term), the whole 
bureaucratic apparatus remains essen
tially the same as of old, working as 
of old, and 'freely' obstructing revolu
tionary measures." 

In Chile this warning took on'flesh 
and blood, as the CP and SP minis
ters cooperated with the Christian Dem
ocrat-controlled congress and the cap
italist armed forces in putting a brake 
on the mobilization and struggles of 
the masses of workers and peasants. 

For example, many peasants, think
ing the Popular Unity government 
would back them, attempted to take 
over unused land. Confronted by peas
ants at a public meeting, the "social
ist" Allende stated: "We are not in a 
position to expropriate all landhold
ings ... occupations of land pose a 
threat to property rights." 

And CP General Secretary Luis Cor
valan declared Feb. 17, 1971, "We do 
not approve of land occupations be
cause we have an obligation to the 
country, and because we are going to 
carry out agricultural development 
within the limits of the law." 

On May 12, 1972, the CP mayor 
of Concepci6n ordered troops to fire 
on a demonstration of Popular Unity 
supporters protesting a scheduled right
wing mobilization. 

Following the truck owners' and cap
italists' "bosses' strike" in October 197 2, 
the Popular Unity parties acted to take 
the factories out of the hands of work
ers who had taken them over to main
tain production. Disaster in Chile 
quotes from a protest by militants in 
the left wing of the SP who said, "Plants 
that were closed and locked, plants 
paralyzed by their owners, are going 
to be returned. We opened them, we 



popular front politics 
made them produce, we organized their 
production, we alone, without the boss
es and in spite of them. Today they 
are going to return them." 

Thus the experience of Chile dem
onstrated how joining a capitalist gov
ernment means crossing class lines. 
It means taking the side of the capital
ist rulers in their attempts to contain 
the workers' and peasants' resistance 
to exploitation and oppression. 

Standing army 
Lenin's second main point in ::>tate 

and Revolution is that "a standing 
ariD}l and police are the chief instru
ments of state power." That is, they 
are the instrument for enforcing the 
class oppression. 

But, Lenin notes, the rulers try to 
disguise the function of the army ·as 
being "above classes" and serving so
ciety as a whole. In Chile the CP and 
SP, consistent with their support to the 
capitalist state, actively supported this 
subterfuge about the army as well. 

In an interview published in the Feb. 
14, 1971, issue of the Buenos Aires 
daily Clarin, Allende stated, "With each 
day my conviction becomesdeeperthat 
the armed forces of Chile are an e'!{
pression of its people, and therefore 
are irrevocably and essentially pro
fessionals and democratic." 

Following the bosses' strike in Octo
ber, CP leader Corvalan stated, 'We 
all agreed that this is an escalation of 
sedition, a coup d'etat in the making." 
He then claimed that this "will not 
bear fruit, because the armed forces 
are faithful to the law and to the legit
imately constituted government." 

This talk of "professionalism" is no
thing but an echo of the ruling-class 
lie that the function of the armed forces 
is to protect th~ interests of the ma
jority. This so-called "democratic" ar
my, which received $5-million in mili
tary aid from the Nixon administra
tion in 1970, demonstrated once and 
for all whose interests it upheld through 
the bloody Sept. 11 coup. 

Against the standing army, which 
is the enforcer of ruling-class oppres
sion, Lenin said the oppressed class 
needs its own armed force, capable 
of defending its interests. In contrast 
to the separate, professional armed 
bodies created by the exploiters, the 
form for defense of the interests of the 
oppressed class is the arming of the 
masses, the "self-acting armed orga
nization of the population," as Fried
rich Engels put it. 

Disarmed the masses 
In Chile, the CP and SP, consis

tent with their defense of the capital
ist order, told the workers to trust in 
the capitalist army and actually dis
armed the masses. 

During the October 1972 bosses' 
strike it became absolutely clear that 
the rightists were preparing their of
fensive. Fascist gangs and other right
wing forces took to the streets in great
er and greater numbers. The CP never 
called on the workers to mobilize 
against the fascists. Rather, Allende's 
response to the rightist offensive was 
to invite three high-ranking military 
officials into the key posts of his cab
inet- as if the army would stop the 
rightists! 
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·on June 29, 1973, an abortive right
ist coup took place, and still the CP 
and SP did nothing to mobilize and 
arm the masses. In August, when a 
group of sailors was arrested and 
tortured for speaking out against right
ist plotters, Allende's government en
dorsed this repression. 

In the weeks before the coup, the 
military tested the workers' response 
through selective attacks on factories 
and poor neighborhoods. Then they 
struck with massive violence, aiming at 
beheading the entire leadership of the 
working-class struggle. 

The workers were unprepared and 
unorganized. In some factories and 
neighborhoods they resisted heroically 
with whatever arms they had obtained 
despite the Popular Unity policy. But 
they were defeated with heavy casual
ties. 

Not road to socialism 
The bloodbath in Chile again dem

onstrates that the CP strategy of co
alition governments is not a strategy 

the main copper mines and banks 
-while progressive, were already 
part of the program of the Christian 
Democratic Party, a capitalist party, 
in 1964. 

In order to take office in 1970, the 
Popular Unity coalition made a deal 
with the Christian Democr11ts to make 
changes in the constitution to strength
en capitalist institutions. Thus, they 
agreed that no military officers would 
be appointed who had not been 
trained in the official military acad
emies; that there would be no change 
in the size of the armed forces; that 
"private" militias (meaning workers' 
or peasants' militias) would be illegal; 
and that there be no tampering with 
the press, radio, schools, judiciary, 
etc. 

In a statement put out a month 
after the September coup, the Chilean 
CP wrote that "this is not the time to 
engage in debates about the mistakes 
committed by the government and the 
Popular Unity bloc as a whole .... " 

But to deny the working class the 

l}_olshevik supporters defend Moscow Soviet. Socialist revolution in Russia was car
, ried out against coalition government of Kerensky. 

for socialist revolution at all-.not even 
a "stage" along "the road." 

The Chilean CP' s Popular Unity 
strategy is the opposite of the revolu
tionary perspective explained in Len
in's State and Revolution. Lenin wrote 
that the goal of Marxists is "the po
litical rule of the proletariat, of its 
dictatorship, i.e., of a power shared 
with none and relying directly upon 
the armed force of the masses." 

The goal of a proletarian power 
"shared with none" has nothing to do 
with Teitelboim's goal of a "plural
ist revolution." 

According to Lenin, those who sup
ported coalition governments in his 
time held a "bourgeois position," in 
that "this opportunism limits the field 
of recognition of the class struggle 
to the realm of bourgeois relation
ships." 

In Chile, the program of the Popu
lar Unity was strictly limited to "the 
realm of bourgeois relationships." The 
major reforms carried out by Allende 
-land reform and nationalization of 

right to learn from its experience 
means to pave the way for repeated 
defeats. In fact Marx's main writings 
on the state, which Lenin draws upon 
in his State and Revolution, stemmed 
from his attempt to draw the lessons 
from the crushing of the Paris Com
mune in 1871. 

With the Stalinist parties around 
the world, however, it is not a matter 
of learning from mistakes. These par
ties have a long and bloody record 
of consciously pushing their class-col
laborationist policies in the workers 
movement. This policy goes by var
ious names-popular or people's 
front, antimonopoly coalition, "ad
vanced democracy," or the "bloc of 
fo~r classes," to name some. 

One of the first tests of this line was 
in Spain in the 1930s. There the Pop
ular Fron,t government refused to mo
bilize the workers against Franco's 
fascist forces until the last minute. 
Then, with the help of Stalin and the 
International Brigades, it succeeded 
in strangling the near-socialist revo-

lution in Catalonia;:during the course 
of the civil war. 

The same treacherous line has since 
been carried out all over the world 
by Stalinists of both Moscow and 
Peking varieties. 

After all these bloody lessons, and 
while thousands of Chileans are still 
facing arrests and torture at the hands 
of the Pinochet junta, the Stalinists 
in Portugal are now embarking upon 
the very same policy again. 

In the wake of the take-over by 
General Ant6nio de Spinola, the Por
tuguese CP is preparing for a new 
betrayal with its call for the forma
tion of a coalition government- a 
capitalist government- in which it 
would participate along with "all the 
democratic and liberal political forces 
and trends." 

The long experience of the workers 
movement shows that the only model 
of a successful strategy for socialist 
revolution was that of the Russian 
Bolsheviks in 1917. This revolution 
was made against the "popular front" 
government of Kerensky. 

The Bolsheviks were the best de
fenders of Kerensky'a government 
against the attempted coup by right
ist general Kornilov -just as revo
lutionists in Chile were for the defense 
of Allende against the right. But the 
Bolsheviks refused to join the coali
tion government, instead taking their 
place at the head of the oppressed 
masses who had to overthrow Ke
rensky to achieve "bread, peace, and 
land." 

In Chile there was no mass revolu
tionary party armed with this per
spective. The need to build such a 
party is the central lesson to be drawn 
from the experiences of the Allende 
years. 

'Solidarity with Chilean people' 
An article and an editorial in the 

Sept. 29, 1973, Daily World attack 
The Militant's coverage of the Chile 
coup for including criticism of the UP 
strategy. Daily World writer Paul 
Schiff says, "Some in the U.S., who 
call themselves 'revolutionaries,' while 
Condemning the coup, appear much 
more concerned with 'drawing lessons' 
than with expressing unreserved soli
darity with the struggles of the Chi
lean people." 

The article and editorial say that 
the CP was the main party of the 
Chilean working class, and therefore 
to attack it is "pro-imperialist in its 
consequences" and turns the victim into 
the culprit. 

Yes, the Chilean CP members are 
victims, and The Militant has been 
waging a weekly campaign to build 
the defense movement for all of those 
victimized by the Chile coup. 

But the Stalinists are trying to hide 
behind the bodies of the workers 
slaughtered in Chile to prevent the 
exposure of the counterrevolutionary 
nature of their popular front policy. 

The Socialist Workers Party, the 
Young Socialist Alliance, and the Trot
skyist movement around the world 
are attempting to build a new work
ers leadership based on the revolu
tionary perspective of Lenin and the 
Russian revolution. Disaster in Chile 
is a case history of why such a new 
revolutionary leadership is necessary. 
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Calendar 
AnA NTA 

A SOCIALIST ANALYSIS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVE
MENT: 20 YEARS AFTER THE SUPREME COURT DECI
SION ON SCHOOL DESEGREGATION. Speaker: Peter 
Camejo, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., May 17, 8:30 
p.m. 68 Peachtree St., Third Floor. Donation: $1. Ausp: 
Militant Bookstore Forum Seriv. For more informa
fi on call {404) 523-0610. 

CHICAGO 
THE COUP IN PORTUGAL AND THE STRUGGLE FOR 
AFRICAN LIBERATION. Speaker: Tony Thomas, staff 
writer for The Militant. Fri., May 17, 8 p.m. 428 S. 
Wabash, Fifth Floor. Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant 
Forum. Far more information call {312) 939-0737. 

CLEVELAND 
THE AFRICAN REVOLUTION. Film 'Come Back Africa.' 
Speaker: Marguerite Snyder, Socialist Workers Par
ty candidate for U.S. Congress, 21st C.D. Fri., May 
17, 8 p.m. 4420 Superior Ave. Donation: Sl. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call {216) 391-

5553. 

DENVER 
ETHIOPIA: ROOTS OF THE REVOLT. Speakers: 
Taddesse Mellese, Ethiopian student; Mark Taylor, So
dolls! Workers Party. Fri., May 17, 8 p.m. 1203 Cali.. 
fornia. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call {303) 623-2825. 

DETROIT 
UBERATION IN GUINEA-BISSAU. 'Modina Boa,' Cu
ba,..produced film. Speaker: Trudy Hawkins, Social
ist Workers Party candidate for state board af educe
len. Fri., May 17, 8 p.m. 3737 Woodward. Donation: 
$1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information call 

{3l3)831-6135. 

HOUSTON 
SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN BANQUET TO 
LAUNCH 1974 BALLOT PETinONING DRIVE. Speak
ers: Peter Camejo, Socialist Workers Party; Maceo 
Dixon, cochairman, SWP 1974 National Campaign 
Committee; Sherry Smith, SWP candidate for gov
ernor af Texas; others. Sat., May 18, 6 p.m., refresh
ments; 7 p.m., dinner; 8:30p.m., program. 3311 Mon. 
!rose, Second Floor. Donation: S5, or S1.50 for pro
gram only. Ausp: Socialist Workers 1974 Campaign 
Committee. For more information call {713)526-1 082. 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
THE FIGHT AGAINST RACISM IN THE BUILDING 
TRADES. Speaker: James Haughton, Fight Back. Fri., 
May 17, 8 p.m. 706 Broadway {near 4th St.), Eighth 
Floor. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call (212) 982-6051. 

NEW YORK: UPPER WEST SIDE 
THE COUP IN PORTUGAL: ITS MEANING FOR SOUTH. 
ERN AFRICA. Speakers: Rober! Van lierop, producer 
of 'A lula Continua'; Malik Miah, Young Socialist Al
liance; Maina-wo-Kinyatti, Pan-African Student Union. 
Fri., May 17, 8 p.m. 2726 Broadway {near 104th 
St.) Donation: $]. Ausp: West Side Militant Forum. 
For mare information call (212) 663-3000. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL 
CONFERENCE, MAY 24-25. Fri., May 24, 7:30 p.m.: 
The lessons of Chile. Speaker: Peter Camejo, Social
ist Workers Party. 155 Dwinelle Hall, UC Berkeley; 

Sat., May 25, 11 a.m.: Panels on trade unions and 
on police repression in the Black community. 2700 
Bancroft Way, Berkeley; 5 p.m.: Campaign banquet' 
& program. Speakers: Olga Rodriguez, Dan Styron, 
Peter Camejo. 1849 University Ave., Berkeley. Ausp: 
Socialist Workers Campaign. For more information 
call (415)548-0537. 

PITISBURGH 
THE AFRICAN LIBERATION .STRUGGLE. Speakers: 
George Van Hook. vice-president, Black Action So
ciety, U niv. af Pittsburgh; Neg ash Abdurahman, Ethi
opian student; Charles Chappel, Young Socialist Al
liance. Fri., May 17, 8 p.m. 304 S. Bouquet St. {in 
Oakland). Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information call{412)682-5019. 

... France 
Continued from page 14 
Radicals. The last time the CP played 
such a role in propping up French 
capitalism was in 1947. At that tim.e 
the .CP helped the French ruling class 
disarm the mass Resistancemovement, 
break a strike movement, and defuse 
a prerevolutionary situation- all in 
return for their government posts. 

Whatever the results of the May 19 
runoff, the future is likely to bring 
continued instability for the divided 
French ruling class and growing op
portunities for revolutionary socialists 
in France. Neither the Gaullists, the 
non-Gaullist conservatives, nor the 
Union of the Left will be able to solve 
the problems of inflation, unemploy
ment, militarism, racism, the oppres
sion of women, and other ills that 
stem from the system of capitalism 
itself. 

... printers 
Continued from page ll 
cil. 

Printers reason that the entire struc
ture of old-line AFL craft unions is 
more seriously threatened in the print
ing trades than any other industry 
with the possible exception of the build
ing trades. They hope that the AFL
CIO bureaucracy, which has a stake 
in preserving this structure, will in
tervene to help the printers. Past per
formance, however, does not show that 
there is much substance to this hope. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, D.C., 
publishers notified printers that if a 
16-day slowdown at the Post and job 
actions at the Star-News continue past 
midnight May 7, all contractual rela-
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548-0354. 
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- (312)939-0756. 
INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities 

Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, lnd.47401 .. 
Indianapolis: YSA, c/o Dave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 46202. 
IOWA: Iowa City: YSA, c/o IMU, Univ. of Iowa, Iowa 

City, Iowa 52240. 
KANSAS: lawrence: YSA, c/o Christopher Starr, Dept. 

of Entomology, Univ. of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans. 66045 
KENTUCKY: Lexington: YSA, P. 0. Box 952, University 

Station, Lexington, Ky. 40506. 
Louisville: YSA, P. 0. Box 8026, louisville, Ky .. 40208. 
MARYLAND: Baltimore: YSA, 2103 Belair Rd., Balli· 

more, Md. 21213. Tel: (301)732-S996. 
College Parle YSA, University P.O. Box 73, U of Md., 

College Park, Md. 207 42. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, R.S.O. Box 324, U 
of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002. 

Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant labor Forum, 
655 Atlantic Ave., Third Floor, Boston, Mass. 02111. 
Tel: SWP-(617f482-8050, YSA-{617)482-8051; Issues 
and Activists Speakers' Bureau (IASB) and Regional 
Committee-{617) 482-8052; Pathfinder Books-(617) 
338-8560. 

Worcester: YSA, P. 0. Box 229, Greendale Station, 
Worcester, Mas;. 01606. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
48104. Tel: {313)668-6334. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood
ward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TEl-6135. 

East Lansing: YSA, Second Floor Offices, Union Bldg. 
Michigan State University, East lansing, Mich. 48823. 

Kalamazoo: YSA, c/o Gail Altenberg, 728 S. Burdick 
St., Apt. 3, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007. 

Mt. Pleasant: YSA, P. 0. Box 9S, Warriner Hall, CMU, 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich 48858. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapoli .. St. Paul: SWP, YSA, Labor 
Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S.E., Mpls., Minn. 55414. 
Tel: {612)332-7781 

tions with Columbia Typographical 
Union Local101 could be terminated. 
Negotiations for a new contract have 
been under way there since last August. 

The issues in dispute are the same 
as in New York. TheW ashington pub
lishers have installed autom·ated equip
ment that will significantly reduce the 
work force. 

The publishers say they are willing 
to provide jobs to all currently em
ployed printers who have regular situ
ations, but they refuse to guarantee 
present job classifications and corre
sponding rates of pay. Under such 
terms, a printer could be reduced to 
the category of messenger and paid 
lower wages. 

In this respect, the position of the 
Washington and New York publish
ers is identical, indicating that they 
have worked out a common position 
against the union. 

In New York, President Powers re
ported to printers' chapel meetings 
shortly before the lockout that union 
negotiators are prepared to write an 
"extraordinary" contract giving the 
publishers unlimited rights to useauto
mation. In return, the union wants 
"extraordinary" job protection for all 
printers now employed, those with job 
situations, and others who work as 
substitutes. 

Total jobs involved are 945 at the 
News, 819 at the Times, and 312 
at the Post. In Washington there are 
671 regular printers at the Post and 
325 at the Star-News. 

Powers's reference to "extraordinary" 
job protection appeared to be a weak
ening of the earlier position of the 
union, which asserted jurisdiction over 
all keyboarding of typesetting by the 
new computerized processes. Present 
public statements by Powers indicate 
that Local 6 will be willing to settle 
if those printers now employed are 
guaranteed full-time work until retire
ment, with no reduction in pay. 

Technological changes in the print
ing industry have forced some mer
gers of craft unions. The lithographers, 
photoengravers, and bookbinders 
merged to form the 130,000-member 
Graphic Arts International Union, an 
AFL-CIO affiliate. The pressmen and 
stereotypers-electrotypers merged to 
form the 122,000-memberPrintingand 
Graphic Communications Union, also 
an AFL-CIO affiliate. 

However, these mergers are accom
modations among the top officials that 
have done little to change the craft-

St. Cloud: YSA, c/a Atwood Center, St. Cloud State 
College, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Office, U of Missouri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill 
Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. 

St. Louis: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 4660 Mary
land, Suite 17, St. Louis, Mo. 63108. Tel: {314) 367-
2520. 

Ni:W JeRSEY: New Brunswiclc YSA, Box 445, Wood
bridge, N.J. 07095. Tel: {201)634.3076. 

Paterson: YSA, P. 0. Box 1532, Paterson, N.J. 07509. 
Nt:W YORK: Binghamton: YSA, Box 1073, Harpur 

College, Binghamton, N.Y. 13901. Tel: {607)798-4142. 
Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 lawrence St. (at Wil

loughby), Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. Tel: {212) 596-2849. 
long ·Island: YSA, 20 John St., Roosevelt, l.l., N.Y. 

11575. Tel: {615) FR9-0289. 
New Paltz: YSA, c/o Diane Phillips, 36 Plattekill Ave., 

New Paltz, N.Y. 12561. Tel: {914)255-1871. 
New York City- City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broad.. 

way {4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: 
{212)982-4966. 

lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore. 
706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Tel: SWP, YSA-(212)982-6051; MeritBooks
{212)982-5940. 

Upper West Side: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 
2726 Broadway {104th St.), New York, N.Y. 10025. 
Tel: {212) 663-3000. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Charlotte: YSA, c/o Gene Phil
yaw, 1023 Dorm '73 UNCC, Charlotte, N.C. 2B213. 
Tel: {704) 537-3235. . 

OHIO: Bowling Green: YSA, Box 27, U. Hall, Bowling 
Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402. 

Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C. R. Mitts, P. 0. Box 32084, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45232. Tel: (513)242-9043. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Tel: SWP-1216) 391-5553. 
YSA-{216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Margaret Van Epp, 670 Cuya
hoga Ct., Columbus, Ohio 43210. Tel: {614)268-7860. 

OReGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, 
Fifth Floor, Portland, Ore. 97204. Tel: {503)226-2715. 

union structure and outlook of the 
locals. 

At the present time, the publishing 
industry has launched a general open
shop drive, which aims to eliminate 
all unions in the industry. It is ham
mering at the doors of the newspaper 
publishing industry and has smashed 
the unions in some of the largest news
papers of this country. 

The old craft structure is incapable 
of withstanding this antiunion offen
sive. 

If automation is to result in shorter 
hours and higher pay for workers
instead of lost jobs -the printing 
trades need to be united into one in
dustrial union. This is one of the les
sons of the present struggle of printers 
in Washington, D. C., and New York. 

socialist view 
on watergate 
WATERGATE AND THE MYTH OF 
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY by les Evans 
and Allen Myers. 208 pp. $9, paper 
$2.45. 

WATERGATE: THE- VIEW FROM THE 
LEFT. Anthology with an introduction 
by Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley. 
96 pp. $5, paper $1 .25. 

THE WATERGATE CONSPIRACY: WHAT 
IT REVEALS ABOUT AMERICAN CAP
ITALIST SOCIID by Allen Myers, Peter 
Seidman, and Barry Sheppard. 25 
cents. 

Order from: Pathfinder Press, 410 
West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. Tele
phone: (212) 741-0690. 

Puerto Rican, Black, and Chinese 
Community Control in New York City 

TheRght 
t\gainst 
Racism in 
Our Schools 

by Luis Fuentes 
(In Spanish or English) 

Only $.25 from: 
~PATHFINDER PRESS, INC. 
~ 410 West Street 

New York, N.Y. 10014 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col
lege, Edinboro, Pa. 16412. 

Philadelphia: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 1004 
Filbert St. {one block north of Market), Philadelphia, Pa. 
19107. Tel: {215) WAS-4316. 

Pittsburgh: SWP and YSA, 304 S. Bouquet St., Pitts
burgh, Pa. 15213. Tel: {412)682-5019. 

TENNi:SSEE: Knoxville: YSA, P. 0. Box 8476 Universi
ty Station, Knoxville, Tenn. 37916. Tel: {615)524-8967. 

Memphis: YSA, c/o Maryrose Eannace, 3681 Wi,.. 
chester Pk. Cr. *7, Memphis, Tenn. 3811S. Tel: {901) 
365-2528. 

Nashville: YSA, P. 0. Box 67, Station B, Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, Tenn. 37212. Tel: {615) 383-
2583. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, SWP, Militant Bookstore, Harriet 
Tubman Hall, 1801 Nueces, Austin, Texas 78701. Tel: 
(512)478-8602. . 

Houston: SWP, YSA, and Pathfinder Books, 3311 
Montrose, Houston, Texas 77006. Tel: {713)526-1082. 

San Antonio: YSA, 546 BlazeD~ .• San Antonio, Texas 
78218. 

UTAH: logan: YSA, P. 0. Box 1233, Utah State Univer
sity, logan, Utah 84321. 

Washington, D. C.: SWP, YSA, Militant Bookstore, 
1345 E St. N. W., Fourth Floor, Wash., D. C. 20004. 
Tel: SWP-{202)783-2391; YSA-{202)783-2363. 

WASHINGTON: Bellingham: YSA and Young Social
ist Books, Rm. 213 Viking Union, Western Washington 
State College, Bellingham, Wash. 98225. Tel: (206) 
676-3460. 

Pullman: YSA, c/o Student Activities Office, Wash
ington State University, Pullman, Wash. 99163. 

Seattle: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 5623 
University Way N. E., Seattle, Wash. 98105. Tel: (206) 
522-7800. 

Wt:ST VIRGINIA: Huntington: YSA, c/o Marshall Uni
versity, Huntington, W.Va. 25701. Tel: (301) 525-6323 

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, c/o James levitt, 145 
N. Butler, Madison, Wis. 53703.{608) 251-5716. 

Milwaukee: YSA, c/o University of Wisconsir-..Milwau
kee, Union Box 139, Milwaukee, Wis. 53201. 
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Sell 
The 

Militant 
Join The Militant's sales campaign by 
taking a regular weekly bundle to sell 
on your campus, at your job, or near 
where you live. The cost is 17 cents 
per copy, and we will bill you at the 
end of each month. 

I want to take a weekly sales goal 
of __ . 
Send me a weekly bundle of--· 

( ) Enclosed is $4 for a Militant 
shoulder bag (large enough to carry 
dozens of Militants plus books, leaf
lets, etc.) 

Name-----------
Address ----------
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State ________ Zip ___ _ 

14 Charles lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

Subscribe _______ -.... 

FROM KENT STATE 
TO WATERGATE 
--STILL NO 
JUSTICE 

RISE OF AFRICAN REVOLUTION 
__ Enclosed is $1 for 6 months. 
__ Enclosed is $2 for 1 year. 

Behind 
Kent State 
and Watergate 
cover-ups 
Also in the May YOUNG SOCIALIST: 
Vets and amnesty eJnterview with 
Mozambique liberation Front (FRE
LIMO) leader • D. C. Black students 
fight cutbacks • Union women orga
nize • FBI plot to crush Black move
ment • New rise of African revolu
tion • Red Guard leader tells of dis· 
illusionment with Mao eJudge re
fuses to halt frame-up of Wounded 
Knee militants. 
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YS, P. 0. Box 471 Cooper Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

THE MILITANT/MAY 17, 1974 

SAMIZDAT: Voices of the Soviet Opposition* 
Anthology, edited with an introduction by George Saunders. 
"Samizdat" is the dissident writing circulated clandestinely in the Soviet 
Union. This unique volume is a collection of left-wing samizdat. It 
includes memoirs of the early struggles against the growing Stalin 
bureaucracy; accounts of personal experiences in Stalinist prison 
cam"ps; and many speeches, writings, and documents of the recent 
dissident movement. It is indispensable reading for those seeking jo 
understand the nature of the Soviet State and the aspirations of the 
democratic dissident movement. 464 pp., $15.00. paper $3.95 

THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED: What Is the Soviet Union and 
Where Is It Going? 
by Leon Trotsky. This classic remains the most complete study of 
the origins of the Soviet bureaucracy. Probing beyond the "cult of 
personality" surrounding Stalin, Trotsky dissects the very essence 
of the bureaucracy. Contents include: "Why Stalin Triumphed," "Is 
the Bureaucracy a Ruling Class?," "Family, Youth, and Culture," 
and "The Soviets and Democracy." 314 pp., $7.95, paper $2.95 

THE CASE OF LEON TROTSKY: Report of Hearings on the Charges 
Made Against Him in the Moscow Trials 
by the Preliminary Commission of Inquiry (The Dewey Commission). 
In 1937 an impartial commission went to Mexico and conducted hear
ings into the charges made against Leon Trotsky at the bloody 
Moscow "confession" trials. Under direct examination by his attorney 
and cross-examination by the Commission, Trotsky presents a clear 
exposition of the principles of Marxism, of his life as a revolutionary, 
and his political struggle against the growing Stalinist bureaucracy. 
618 pp., special cloth price $3.95 (reg. $10.00) 

SOLZHENITSYN IN EXILE by Allen Myers. $.35 

STALINISM AND BOLSHEVISM: Concerning the Historical and 
Theoretical Roots of the Fourth International by Leon Trotsky. $.50 

THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY IN THE SOVIET 
BLOC by Gus Horowitz, $. 60 

*Monad Press Books exclusively distributed by Pathfinder Press 

These books and pamphlets are available from the bookstores listed 
in The Socialist Directory on the facing page or by mail from: 
PATHFINDER PRESS, INC., 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Write for our complete catalog. 

Classified 
VIllAGERS .AT WAR: THE N.l.F. IN MY THO PROV
INCE by David Hunt- a unique 190-page social history 
of the Vietnamese people in revolt. A special double 
issue of RADICAL AMERICA magazine. $2 from 5 Up
land Rd., Cambridge, Mass. 02140. Bimonthly subs 
$5 yearly. 

INDOCHINA CHRONICLE. Journal on Vietnam, laos, 
Cambodia. Recent issues on Paris Peace Agreement, 

Provisional Revolutionary Government, laos accords. 

Published 10 times a year. Introductory rote: $3.70. 
Indochina Resource Center, P.O. Box 4000-D, Berkeley, 
Calif. 94704. 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type
written copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment "must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified ond display ads; Wednes
day noon, two days preceding publica
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 
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Vote 'Por Los Niiios' May 14! 

The fight to end racism in 
New York's Dist.1 schools 
By KATHERINE SOJOURNER 
NEW YORK-Parents and com
munity activists in New York City's 
Lower East Side are winding up sev
eral months of intensive campaigning 
for the Por Los Nifios (For the Chil
dren) slate in school board elections 
to be held May 14. 

The Por Los Nifios ticket is com
posed of nine men and women- five 
Puerto Ricans, two Blacks, one Chi
nese, and one white. Screened and 
selected by parent organizations, they 
support the right of the Puerto Rican, 
Black, and Chinese communities "to 
participate in the selection and evalua
tion of school personnel, use of funds, 
and selection of curricula and pro
grams." 

Opposing this ticket are the candi
dates promoted by the leadership of 
the United Federation of Teachers. 
This predominantly white ticket has 
made the ouster of District Superin
tendent Luis Fuentes its central ral
lying cry. Echoing the slanders of 
UFT President Albert Shanker that 
Fuentes is "anti-Semitic" and "racist," 
they refer to themselves strangely 
enough as the "Brotherhood" ticket 

This heated electoral contest is the 
latest chapter in more than five years 
of struggle by Black, Puerto Rican, 
and Chinese parents for more say 
in the direction of the schools in Dis
trict 1. 

It is not certain which side will win 
a majority in the election. But as Por 
Los Nifios candidate Edwina Mc
Laughlin told the Lower Manhattan 
Militant Forum on April 18, "We are 
not thinking about losing on May 14, 
but if by chance we do, the struggle 
goes on. We will not tolerate what 
happened under the old board. These 
are our children, and their very lives 
are at stake." 

This determination to fight back 

Four of the 'Por Los Ninos' candidates for District 1 school board: Georgina Hoggard (left), 
Bertram Beck, Edwina Mclaughlin, and Francisco Ferrer. Their platform supports Puerto 
Rican, Black, and Chinese control of education in District 1. 

against heavy odds, month after 
month, has been one of the hallmarks 
of the struggle in District 1. It has 
served to make it one of the most 
significant struggles of oppressed mi
norities in the country at the present 
time. And there is a great deal that 
fighters against racist oppression in 

barrios and ghettos all over the coun
try can learn from it. 

munity school board was in office 
from mid-1972 to May 1973, and 
parents began to play more of a role 
in the process of consultation and deci
sion-making than ever before. For ex
ample, Luis Fuentes was hired after 
screening by parents, teachers, and 
principals. 

~ . ....... 

City loses suit to delay election 

One important feature of the strug
gle is that it has focused on specific 
goals for improving education in the 
district's schools. These include in
creased state and federal funds; Black, 
Chinese, and Puerto Rican control of 
the schools in the district; and more 
Spanish-language and Chinese-lan
guage programs. 

Since the pro-Shanker board was 
elected last May, many struggles have 
been fought to defend gains won dur
ing that period, especially preventing 
the removal of Fuentes. The popular 
slogan, "Fuentes Si, Shanker No," for 
example, expresses the defense of a 
decision made with the direct partic
ipation of parent organizations. 

MAY 7- Federal Judge Charles 
Stewart denied a request today by 
the city of New York to postpone 
the May 14 school board election 
in District 1 and to change the poll
ing sites. 

The city, in cooperation with Al
bert Shanker of the United Federa
tion of Teachers, waged a last-min
ute fight in court to return polling 
sites to the predominantly white, 
middle-income apartment coopera
tives where 80 percent of the vote 

, for Shanker-backed candidates in 

the 1973 school board elections 
was cast 

The polling sites for May 14 will 
be in the 20 public schools in Dis
trict 1. Parent voters vote in the 
school their children attend. Regu
larly registered voters vote in the 
public school nearest their residence. 

For more information on polling 
sites, call the board of elections at 
CA 6-2025, or the Por Los Nifios 
campaign headquarters at 673-
8322 or 674-8762. 

All out for the Por Los Nifios 
slate May 14! 

The demand for increased funds is 
coupled with community control be
cause control without adequate funds 
cannot significantly improve educa
tion. These demands meet stiff resis
tance from the board of education 
and the legislature in Albany, whose 
policy is to cut, rather than increase, 
assistance for education. 

The demand for community control 
has arisen as the result of many 
specific issues-from fights to remove 
racist or incompetent principals to 
having a say in the kind of food ser
vice in the cafeterias. 

Community control took an especial
ly concrete form when the procom-

Another lesson of this struggle is 
the unity established between the three 
oppressed minorities fighting for com
munity control of the schools in the 
district. 

This unity between Blacks, Puerto 
Ricans, and Chinese has not been 
easily achieved; nor has it ended all 
frictions between the leaders and orga
nizations of these minorities. The 

Continued on page 23 

The socialist alternative in '74/15 
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