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THE SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE 
For the past month, the eyes of 
working people throughout the 
world have been on J?ortugal. The 
on-the-scene reports by Gerry 
Foley The Militant has printed, 
as well as accounts in the cap
italist press, have testified to the 
strength of the popular upsurge 
touched off by the fall of the Sala
zarist dictatorship on April 25. 

The replacement of Premier Cae
tano by the Spinola regime was a 

An editorial 
calculated move by sections of the 
Portuguese capitalist class. In the 
face of the tenacious resistance of 
the peoples of Mozambique, An
gola, and Guinea-Bissau and the 
Cape Verde Islands, they finally 
decided they had no choice but 
to try to establish some kind of 
neocolonial relationship with· the 
African colonies in place of direct 
rule. 

But the need to get rid of the 48-
year-old Salazarist dictatorship en
tailed big risks for the Portuguese 
rulers and big opportunities for 
the masses of working people. 

With the end of the long decades 
of stifling totalitarian repression, 
the masses went into motion. They 
poured into the streets, rejoicing 
in the perspective of democratic 
freedoms and determined to make 
this perspective a reality. 

In the celebrations throughout 
Portugal, the masses began going 
into action to gain a few elemen
tary improvements. Hundreds of 
thousands of workers went out on 
strike when the bosses resisted 
their demands for higher wages. 
Rank-and-file soldiers and sailors 
joined in the mass demonstrations 
and solidarized with the struggles 
of the workers for a better life. 

Challenges are being raised 
among the populace to some of 
the deepest-going prejudices and 

Shipyard wor.kers are among thousands who struck for higher wages. Banner at left says 'Stand up 
and fight like the men that we are.' 

forms of repression bred by class 
society. Women are demanding 
equal rights. Banners have been 
raised for the right to divorce. 
Homosexuals are demanding their 
rights and recognition of their dig
nity as human beings. The sepa
ration of church and state, a key 
democratic demand in the long 
struggle in Portugal against ob
scurantism and authoritarianism, 
is once again being advanced. 

Spinola faced the problem of 
how to contain this popular up
surge, the logic of which is clearly 
to challenge the basis of the cap
italist private property system. To 
succeed in this, the generals needed 
help. They needed the support of 

political forces trusted by the 
workers. Bidding for this role were 
the Communist Party, the largest 
of the organizations enjoying the 
confidence of the workers, and the 
smaller Socialist Party. 

The CP and SP eagerly took 
posts in Spinola's coalition gov
ernment, giving full support to this 
capitalist regime and siding with 
Spinola against the rising popu
lar movement. The Portuguese 
Stalinists deliberately set out to 
sabotage the wave of strikes and 
undermine the mobilization of the 
masses. 

With full backing, and no doubt, 
prompting, from Moscow, they 
have told the workers not to move 

into action for their demands, but 
to sit back and wait,· trusting in 
Spinola to safeguard their interests 
at the present time, and to even
tually grant some concessions. 

Parallel to Russian revolution 
This situation in Portugal is re

mindful of the situation in Russia 
in 1917. In Russia there was a 
similar awakening of the masses, 
the first consequence of which was 
the downfall of the hated tsarist 
regime and an attempt by the 
bourgeoisie to set up an alterna
tive regime to maintain capitalism. 
And there was a similar betrayal 
of the masses by the majority. 

Continued on page 4 
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In Briel 
ARSON ATTACK ON MEHDI OFFICES: A fire dam
aged the offices of the Action Committee on Arab-Ameri
can Relations June 3. 

Dr. M. T. Mehdi, head of the organization, charged 
that the fire was a result of arson by a Zionist group. 
Mehdi himself was recently attacked by Zionist thugs 
as he was on his way to a news conference to denounce 
the Israeli government's decision to storm the school at 
Maalot and the subsequent terror bombing of refugee 
camps in Lebanon. Mehdi suffered a fractured spine as 
a result of this attack. 

The burning of the committee's offices is part of a pat
tern of harassment and intimidation directed against Arabs 
by Zionist organizations. The report of firemen that they 
found four "separate and distinct" fires corroborates Meh
di's charge of arson. 

UFW supports strike 
of strawberry pickers 

By HOLBROOK MAHN 
OXNARD, Calif.- Strawberry pickers are conducting a 
militant strike here. Three thousand marched in a demon
stration June 1 protesting police attacks on their picket 
lines. At a rally United Farm Workers President Cesar 
Chavez pledged the full support of the UFW. 

The strike of mainly Chicano workers began May 24 
when they walked out of the fields to protest being cheated 
on their pay. They contacted the UFW and set up picket 
lines, which quickly grew to more than 1,000 workers. 

A local judge issued an injunction limiting pickets to 
50 at each ranch . and stipulating that these keep 50 feet 
apart When this failed to intimidate the pickets or slow 
down the strike, sheriff's deputies and police attacked the 
picket lines and arrested 31 strikers. 

Meanwhile, the growers are in a tight spot. If the harvest 
is delayed long enough, the growers will have a lot of 
rotten berries on their hands. 

ACL U LAUNCHES GAY RIGHTS PROJECT: The South
ern California American Civil Liberties Union has formed 
an active Gay Rights Project to oppose discrimination 
against homosexuals. 

For some years the ACL U has been filing and sup
porting lawsuits affecting gay people. Currently there 
are some 120 cases on the docket nationally. 

The ACL U of Southern California has now established 
an office to take complaints from victims of discrimina
tion. It is also conducting a police observer program 
relating to gay rights. Recently the police have criticized 
the monitoring program. The ACL U said that monitoring 
arrests and police contact with gay people is necessary 
to protect the individual's civil liberties. 

LEAVENWORTH BROTHER CONVICTED: Odell Ben
nett, one of the Leavenworth Brothers, was recently con
victed of resisting a federal officer last August. He faces 
an additional three years for his "crime," which was 
refusing to submit to a dehumanizing rectal search. 

Bennett, who is Black, was one of seven Leavenworth 
Brothers indicted following a prison rebellion at the federal 
penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kans., last July 31. He 
is charged with mutiny, murder, and conspiracy to riot. 
Three other Blacks, Jesse Lee Evans, Alf Hill Jr., and 
Alfred Jasper, face the same charges. Two Chicanos, Jesse 
Lopez and Armando Miramon, are charged with assault 
and kidnapping in connection with the revolt. 

The seventh Brother, William Hurst, faced the same 
charges as the two Chicanos. However, early last month 
Hurst, the only white defendant, was found dead by a 
prison guard. The guard claims that Hurst hung him
self, but none of Hurst's fellow inmates at the Wyandotte 
County jail in Kansas City saw the alleged suicide. 

A spokesman for the Leavenworth Brothers Offense/ 
Defense Committee told The Militant the issue of negligence 
in regard to Hurst's death is under investigation. 

GAINESVILLE EIGHT SUE GOVERNMENT: Last sum
mer the government tried to convict eight members of the 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War of conspiracy to riot 
at the 1972 Republican national convention. It failed. 

Now the Gainesville Eight have filed a $1.2-million 
lawsuit against the government prosecutors. The suit points 
out that the eight were deprived of the constitutional right 
to due process by the presence of a paid FBI informer 
in their defense team. The existence of the FBI agent 
was made known when he was called as a prosecution 
witness. 

The suit, filed May 28 in U.S. District Court in Wash
ington, D. C., also charges that there were other, uniden
tified informers in the defense team throughout the month
long trial. 

PUERTO RICO LIBRE!: The newly formed Puerto Rican 
Solidarity Day Committee has announced a national mo
bilization to demand independence for Puerto Rico and 

"a bicentennial without colonies." The rally will take 
place Oct. 27 at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

The call for the action says: "The moment of unity is 
here. It is up to us, people living in the U. S., to make 
the government stop its illegal and immoral activity in 
Puerto Rico, to pull out its troops and stop its repres
sive intervention- to get out of the Puerto Rican peo
ple's lives." 

Supporters of the rally attending the news conference 
included Ramon Arbona of the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Parif; Clyde Bellecourt of the American Indian Move
ment; Ben Chavis of the National Alliance Against Rac
ist and Political Repression; Bert Corona of CASA; and 
Antonio Rodriguez of the National Committee to Free 
Los Tres. 

COMMITTEE FORMED TO EXONERATE ROSEN
BERGS: A group has been formed to reopen the case 
of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. The two were executed 
21 years ago, at the height of the McCarthyite witch
hunt. They were charged with giving the "secret" of the 
atom bomb to the Soviet Union. Another codefendant, 
Morton Sobell, was given a 30-year sentence. 

The National Committee to Reopen the Rosenberg Case 
(NCRRC), according to its national coordinator Mar
jorie Rosenthal, sees the post-Watergate climate as an 
opportunity to gain support for the defense effort. She 
said, "The people now recognize that the White House 
and the FBI were involved in perjury, forgeries of docu
ments, and illegal break-ins," which will make more peo
ple willing to reexamine this case as well as others. 

The NCRRC is holding a memorial meeting in New 
York City at Carnegie Hall June 17 to commemorate 
the twenty-first anniversary of the Rosenberg executions. 
Speakers will include Michael and Robert Meeropol, sons 
of the Rosenbergs; Morton and Helen Sobell; Elliott Gould; 
Mary Travers; and many others. 

ATTICA BROTHERS' DEFENSE MOTION DENIED: 
In a decision handed down May 30, the Appellate Divi
sion of the New York Supreme Court denied a defense 
motion to dismiss the charges against 61 Attica Brothers. 

The attorneys had charged that the Attica proceedings 
have been vindictive and one-sided. 

Defense attorneys, meanwhile, have begun presenting 
evidence before Supreme Court Judge Gilbert King based 
on results of an eight-month study of the Erie County 
jury selection process. 

The findings reveal that the process systematically ex
cludes Blacks, women, and young people. 

While most of the Attica defendants are' young, poor, 
and Black, the average juror in Erie County, the study 
found, is a married white man who is more than 40 years 
old and who owns his own home. 

Based on these findings, the defense has charged that the 
Attica defendants cannot be tried under the present sys
tem. They demanded that the present jury selection process 
be scrapped. 

But Judge King, who is expected to rule on the motion 
within a month, has already said: "The motion is to strike 
an entire jury pool of more than 100,000 persons. I'm 
not about to do that on the basis of what may be errors 
of judgment in a miniscule number of cases." 

The 61 Attica Brothers will appear in court in Buffalo 
beginning June 10. Trial dates are expected to be set at 
that time. -NORMAN OLIVER 
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Argentine socialists murdered for 
role in for democratic unions 
From Intercontinental Press 

By JUDY WHITE 

On May 30 right-wing goons carried 
out a new murderous attack against 
the Argentine Partido Socialista de los 
Trabajadores (PST- Socialist Work
ers party, a sympathizing organiza
tion of the Fourth International). 

At 12:30 a.m. on that date _a gang 
of nfteen thugs, using walkie-talkies 
and armed with machine guns, clubs, 
and other firearms, broke into the 
Pacheco headquarters of the party, 
beat up the ap_proximately twenty per
sons present, and kidnapped six PST 
members. 

Antonio Moses, Oscar Dalmacio Me
sa, and Mario Sida were forced into 
the trunks of the- goons' cars. Their 
bodies were found several hours later, 
after they had been tortured and mur
dered. Beside the bodies were found 
nineteen .45 caliber, thirty 9-millime
ter, and four .22 caliber shells. 

The other three victims, who were 
women, suffered beatings but were re
leased. 

Moses, Mesa, and Sida were young 
workers and factory delegates in the 
northern Buenos Aires zone; Moses 

For further coverage of Argentina 
see page 3 of World Outlook sec
tion. 

and Mesa were metalworkers and 
Sida, a textile worker. 

On May 7, 26-year-old PST mem
ber Inosencio Fernandez had been 
gunned down in the same district of 
the city. Like the most recent victims, 
Fernandez had been involved in strug
gles by workers against the strangle
hold of the Peronist bureaucracy, 
which rules the unions through gang
ster methods. He had organized the 
local opposition slate to these bureau
crats in the March elections of the 
UOM (Uni6n Obrera Metalurgica
Metalworkers Union). 

According to the May 31 Buenos 
Aires daily Clarin, two additional at
tacks on the PST occurred in Mar 
del Plata the same day: Carlos Petro
ni, a party activist and provisional 
member of the Frente de Trabaj ado
res Mercantiles (Retail Workers 
Front), was shot by a group of thugs 

Section of April 20 'antibureaucratic plenum' called by plant committees in city of Villa Constitucion. The murdered 
PST members were active in building class-struggle wing in Argentine unions. 

as he left the Commerce Employees 
Center. In a separate incident, a bomb 
exploded in the local PST headquar
ters, bringing to ten the total number 
of violent attacks suffered by the PST 
in recent months. No injuries were 
reported but considerable damage was 
done to the premises. 

There has been a wave of terrorist 
killings of Per6n's critics ever since 
the general returned to Argentina. 

It started, in fact, with the Ezeiza 
airport massacre as Per6n's plane 
touched down after his long exile. 
Scores were killed and several hun
dred wounded in what was widely 
believed to be a right-wing provoca
tion. 

These murders have received back
handed support from the Peronist ad
ministration. The victims have in
cluded left-wing Peronist bureaucrats 
and presumed members of illegal 
guerrilla organizations as well as PST 
members. 

The assassinations of Moses, Mesa, 
Sida, and Fernandez, combined with 
the bombings of headquarters, indi
cate a well-organized effort against 
the PST. This may well be linked to 
its trade-union work. The party has 

been actively promoting the formation 
of a class-struggle tendency in the Ar
gentine labor movement, and has seen 
some success in winning sectors of 
the working class to its p!;!rspectives. 

One of the most important recent 
struggles the party has been involved 
in was the metalworkers strike in Villa 
Constitucion. This is the industry that 
three of the four PST assassination 
victims worked in. 

In the aftermath of a successful 
strike at the Acindar plant in Villa 
Constituci6n, an "antibureaucratic 
plenum" was called by the local Comi
siones Internas (plant committees). At 
the April 20 gathering, the PST pro
posed the formation of a national 
united front of all workers and pop
ular organizations in opposition to 
attacks from the union bureaucrats 
and the bosses, and to the repressive 
legislation passed by the Per6n re
gime. The proposal had already be
gun to be implemented in the northern 
Buenos Aires zone where the four PST 
members were murdered. 

Response to the killings of Moses, 
Mesa, and Sida was rapid and mas
sive: The PST reported work stop
pages in several factories and secon
dary schools that the victims were 
associated with. According to a May 
31 article in the Buenos Aires daily 
La Raz6n, these were expected to 
spread to the center of Buenos Aires 
that afternoon. 

Mass student meetings took place 
only hours after the radio announce
ment on the discovery of the bodies. 

Agustin Tosco, the central leader 
of the Cordob azo, addressed 2,000 
students in the Law School of the 
University of Buenos Aires in soli
darity with the PST the night of 
May 30. 

Statements of support were received 
by the party's national headquarters 
from all the left parties. 

The Juventud Radical Revoluciona
ria (Revolutionary Radical [party] 
Youth) called for the mobilization of 
all popular sectors as the way to con
front the violence. 

Student groups and human rights 
organizations have also solidarized 
with the PST. Even major bourgeois 
parties have felt it necessary to con
demn the assassinations. 

rightist gang. The Parliamentary La
bor Committee of the Argentine Cham
ber of Deputies (made up of the heads 
of all parties participating in the par
liament) was convened on an emer
gency basis late on the evening of ,May 
30. The committee condemned the at
tack and called on the administration 
to take steps to arrest the murderers. 

The PST has launched a campaign 
to broaden the protest against terror
ist acts against the left and trade
union movements in Argentina and 
has asked for international solidarity 
messages from other groups and 
prominent individuals. Such messages 
may be addressed: Partido Socialista 
de los Trabajadores, 24 de Noviem
bre 225, Capital Federal, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 

Mass funeral 
Four thousand people attended the 
funeral for Antonio Moses, Oscar 
Dalmacio Mesa, and Mario Sida 
in Buenos Aires June 1, according 
to the Buenos Aires daily Clarin. 
Delegations were present from Villa 
Constitucion, a city that has been 
a center of antibureaucratic strug
gle in the unions, and from the 
metalworkers union, the shipbuild
ers union, the printers, and many 
other unions and political groups. 

Four members of parliament also 
attended. 

Among the messages read to the 
funeral meeting was the following 
from the Socialist Workers Party 
of the United States: 

"The Socialist Workers Party of 
the United States mourns with you 
the death of the PST worker-com
rades slaughtered by rightist gang
sters because of their loyalty to the 
cause of socialism and the work
ing people. 

'We add our voice to the chorus 
of condemnation of this atrocious 
assault upon the lives and liberties 
of the Argentine workers. You can 
count on the total solidarity of the 
class-conscious workers within the 
imperialist colossus. 

Antilabor thugs serving right-wing Peronist bureaucracy 
Reacting to mass pressure demand

ing that the government prosecute the 

"Long live the PST [Socialist 
Workers Party of Argentina] and 
the JSA [Young Socialist Van
guard]!" 
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Continued from page J 
party in the workers movement, the 
Mensheviks, who supported the bour
geois alternative to tsarism. 

After the overthrow of the tsar, the 
Mensheviks leaped at the chance to 
form a coalition government with the 
liberal capitalist politicians. The Por
tuguese Stalinists aped the Mensheviks 
in groveling for portfolios from Spi
nola. 

In taking responsibility for the cap
italist coalition government set up in 
Russia, the Mensheviks had to op
pose the demands of the Russian 
workers and peasants for bread, 
peace, and land- demands the cap
italist government could not grant 

The Mensheviks told the workers 
and peasants they should wait to press 
their demands and that the present 
"stage" was one of "consolidating de
mocracy" rather than fighting for so
cial needs. The Stalinists are echo
ing this Menshevik policy in Portu
gal today. The same Stalinist-Men
shevik policy of supporting a cap
italist government led to defeat in 
Spain in the 1930s and in Chile last 
year. 

Example of the Bolsheviks 
The policies d the Bolshevik Party 

of Lenin and Trot.Bky in Russia in 
1917 offer valuable lessons for the 
struggle in Portugal. 

The Bolsheviks explained that the 
capitalist government could not grant 
the pressing demands of the masses, 
which could only be won by the work
ers and peasants establishing their 
own government and carrying out a 
socialist revolution. 

As is the case with revolutionists 
in Portugal today, the Bolsheviks were 
a small minority in the Russian work
ers movement at the time of the Feb
ruary revolution. The first wave of 
popular upsurge brought to the fore 
the old parties, whose authority 
among the workers stemmed from 
past work in the underground. But 
the Bolsheviks had confidence that 
new experiences in the class struggle 
would soon teach the workers that 
the Mensheviks did not represent their 
interests. 

The Bolsheviks demonstrated in ac-

Soldiers and sailors (right) join Lisbon demonstration for end to African wars. Main banner demand•, 'Give the power to 
the liberation movements-Immediate withdrawal of troops.' Behind it is banner of the Trotsltybt Internationalist Communist 
league. 

tion how to overcome the political 
obstacles that stood in the way of 
the Russian masses. The example is 
instructive in light of the broad paral
lels with the unfolding Portuguese rev
olution. 

Three main areas should be noted: 

Out of Africa now! 
The first is the country's involve

ment in the African wars. Althmrgh 
Russia in 1917 was engaged in an 
interimperialist conflict, while Portu
gal has been waging a war of co
lonial aggression, the parallel holds 
in many ways. 

One of the main reasons the masses 
switched their allegiance from the Men
sheviks to the Bolsheviks was because 
the Bolsheviks consistently pressed the 
struggle for an immediate end to the 
war. 

The Mensheviks refused to get out 
of the war because of their commit
ment to the coalition government with 
the capitalists and landlords, who in
sisted on defending the imperialist in
terests of Russian capitalism. 

Similarly, the Portuguese Stalinists 
are now providing a "left" rationale 
for Spinola's maintenance of Portu
guese troops in the colonies while he 
tries to extract as many concessions 
as possible out of the African libera
tion fighters. 

Portuguese workers, sailors, sol
diers, and students -with African 
workers in Portugal in the forefront
are already raising the demands: Im
mediate and unconditional withdraw
al of all Portuguese troops and police 
forces from the colonies! Immediate 
independence for Angola, Mozam
bique, and Guinea-Bissau and the 
Cape Verde Islands! 

The working unity, now visible in 
embryonic form, between the workers, 
soldiers, sailors, students, and urban 
poor can take clearer shape as dem
onstrations for an end to the colonial 
wars gain impetus in face of Spinola's 
persistence in a neocolonialist "solu
tion." 

The soldiers still forced to remain 
in the colonies are certain to view 
this process sympathetically and to 
link up with it That was also part 
of the logic of the Russian revolu
tion. This process would also give 
a big impulse to the intertwined na
tional liberation and class struggles 
in the colonies. 

The rank-and-flle soldiers and sail
ors, who are directly affected by the 
wars and who have the capacity to 
bring them to an abru-pt end, will be 
strongly inclined to resist any reneg
ing by Spinola on his promises to 
bring peace. Many will want to as
sert their democratic rights to hold 
assemblies to discuss the government 
war policies, and to demonstrate 
against the wars and against the send
ing of new troops to fight in Africa. 

workers parties in Russia in 1917. 
The Stalinis1s have merely covered 
the reality with their particular label, 
"people's front government," or Spi
nola's label, "government of national 
salvation." 

No support to provisional 
government! 

In 1917 the Bolsheviks said, "This 
is not our war, but a war serving 
the imperialists." And they added, 
"This is not our government, but a 
government of the capitalists and land
owners." They refused to give such a 
government an ounce of political sup
port or take any responsibility for its 
actions. 

Against the Mensheviks' coalition 
with the capitalist forces, the Bolshe
viks called for a united front of work
ers parties. Even when they were a 
minority in the workers councils, the 
Bolsheviks called on the Mensheviks, 
who had a majority, to form a govern
ment excluding all capitalist parties. 
In this way they exposed the treach
erous policies of the Mensheviks and 
won the political confidence of the 
workers. 

A parallel approach obviously holds 
for Portugal today. The logic of the 
popular upsurge itself can generate 
sentiment in favor of the CP and SP 
ending their support to the Spinola 
government and taking the road to 
socialism. 

The Bolsheviks called for rapid elec
tions for a constituent assembly to 
draw up a new constitution, as against 
the Menshevik line of foot-dragging 
on auch elections while they shored 
up the capitalist provisional govern
ment 

Democratieally conducted elections 
to a constituent assembly are urgent
ly needed now in Portugal. Why 
should the masses have to wait for a 
year, as Spinola proposes, while his 
self-appointed provisional government 
moves against the workers movement 
and refuses to bring Portuguese troops 
home from the colonies? 

Russia, 1917. Bolshevik banner reads 'Down with the capitalist ministers,' expressing 
opposition to coalition government with capitalist politicians. 

The second area in which the Bol
shevik example is instructive con
cerns the government. Spinola's cap
italist coalition government is cast in 
the same mold as the coalition gov
ernment between capitalist parties and 

In Portugal today the CP has wide 
support Why, then, does it not at 
once get together with the other work
ers parties and form a government? 

4 



Portugal 
What does Spinola represent, apart 
from elements of the Salazarist regime 
the people have repudiated? Why 
should the workers be asked to subor
dinate themselves to this fascist-trained 
general and his backers among the 
monopolists and landlords? 

Need for soviets 
The third area in which the Russian 

revolution offers a prototype well 
worth studying in relation to the per
spective in Portugal concerns g1v1ng 
effective organizational form to the 
mass struggle. 

When the traditional workers orga
nizations proved too narrow to mo
bilize the required forces, in view of the 
scope of their struggle, the Russian 
workers- first in 1905 and again in 
1917- organized broad councils (the, 
Russian word was "soviets"). These 
included all workers, unioniZed and 
nonunionized, as well as all allies of 
the workers- the unemployed, the 
peasants, and the soldiers and sailors. 
These councils were completely demo
cratic. Because of this, they were able 
to centralize the struggles of all the 
layers allied to the workers and unite 
their fighting capacities against the 
capitalists. 

Already the Portuguese workers 
have taken some steps in this direc
tion. In many factories workers have 
held ·assemblies on the job to dis
cuss how to defend, utilize, and ex
tend the new freedoms. They moved 
swiftly against the officials appointed 
by the Salazarist regime in the gov
ernment-controlled unions, calling for 
the establishment of free unions. 

Clearly, it is but a small step from 
this to organizing regular assemblies 
and interlinking them through coun
cils. And just as clearly, these as
semblies and councils would soon -be
come the central arena in which the 
workers and their allies would dis
cuss all the burning economic and 
political questions now facing them, 
and organize to solve them. 

Through such councils, for example, 
the workers could press for greater 
and greater control over production 
and distribution where the capitalists 
proved unwilling or unable both to 
continue organized production and 
provide a living wage for their work
ers. This would provide the best an
swer to Spinola's charges that strikes 
mean anarchy or disruption of the 
economy. 

Importance of leadership 
On the political level, the utter un

reliablity of the Communist and So
cialist parties, the treacherous nature 
of their class-collaborationist policies, 
and the need to replace them can be
come apparent to many working-class 
militants. This would create favorable 
conditions to organize a new leader
ship genuinely committed to fighting 
for the interests of the oppressed and 
exploited. 

Here again the Russian revolution 
offers immense lessons, the main one 
being the example set by Lenin in 
constructing the Bolshevik Party. 

By the sweep of their response to the 
downfall of Salazarlsm, the Portuguese 
masses have already set a new exam
ple for the workers of the world
not least of all in Francoist Spain. 

Will the Portuguese masses now re
peat at the opposite end of Europe 
the pattern seen in Russian in 1917? 
It would be hazardous at this point 
to say that it is inevitable. But the 
potential is there; and the perspective 
that is implied is such as to make 
Portugal a source right now of the 
greatest hope and inspiration for revo
lutionists everywhere. 
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Condemn role of church officials in 
upholding Salazarist dictatorship 
By CAROLINE LUND 
A new assault is being mounted in 
Portugal against remnants of the au
thoritarian Salazarlst regime. Church 
members in this predominantly 
Roman Catholic country are orga
nizing against reactionary elements in 
the church hierarchy who were among 
the staunchest backers of the Salazar
ist dictatorship. Five hundred Catho
lics gathered in the city of Oporto 
and demanded that all the country's 
bishops resign. 

Their statement charged that "with 
rare exceptions, the present Portuguese 
bishops have collaborated with the 
former regime, both by carrying out 
its orders or defending its ideology, 
and by deciding not to denounce its 
many insults to human dignity, which 
ranged from providing moral cover 
for war to open protection of cap
italist exploitation." 

Rank-and-file Catholics are also de
manding abolishment of the Concor
dat concluded between the Vatican and 
Salazar. The Concordat codified the 
forms of cooperation between the gov
ernment and the church hierarchy in 
repressing the Portuguese masses. 

Groups not associated with the 
church are also f:~ghting for the 
abrogation of the Concordat because 
of its prohibition of divorce for all 
church marriages. 

The agitation for the right to divorce 
and for separation of church and state 
is only the latest in the series of pro-

tests that have swept Portugal since 
the April 25 military coup. In face 
of widespread demonstrations and 
strikes, the ruling military clique and 
their Communist and Socialist party 
partners in the government launched 
a campaign of denunciations and 
threats against the workers movement 

Last week a representative of the 
armed forces announced that the mili
tary brass were "disgusted and almost 
frightened by the ingratitude" shown 
by those who were making the "wrong 
use" of their new freedoms. 

Portuguese President Antonio de Spi
nola told a crowd in the northern city 
of Oporto that the strikes meant "an
archy" and "economic chaos" and were 
playing into the hands of "reaction
aries and counterrevolutionaries." 

At the same time, the Portuguese 
Communist Party issued a statement 
the New York Times described as "in 
language similar to that used by the 
President" The CP also condemned 
strikers and tried to whip up senti
ment against militants by urging 
workers to "unmask demagogues and 
adventurers" who proposed strike 
action. 

This campaign to confuse and inti
midate the workers movement culmi
nated with a demonstration June 1 
in support of Spinola's military
backed government The main slogan 
was "We say no to strikes." 

The action was reportedly sponsored 
by the main Portuguese trade-union 

federation and the Communist Party, 
among other organizations. "Several 
thousand" participated, according to 
New York Times reporter Paul Hof
mann. 

This" strikebreaking campaign by the 
CP and the military has apparently 
had an effect in getting workers back 
on the job, but many have returned 
to work only after winning significant 
concessions. 

Many workers remain uncomfort
able with Spinola's arbitration 
schemes and stalling on wage 
demands. The 5,000 transit workers 
in Lisbon agreed to go back to work 
while continuing to negotiate on their 
demand for an 8Q percent wage in
crease. Subway workers, who earlier 
won a 50 percent pay hike through 
strike action, are "restless," according 
to Times writer Paul Hofmann, be
cause their pay increases have not yet 
materialized. 

Although the Communist Party is 
the strongest force in the unions at the 
present time, the Stalinists face grow
ing opposition from union militants, 
according to a May 31 Washington 
Post dispatch from Lisbon. "Commu
nist officials have complained private
ly that extreme leftists are undermining 
their union control," the article stated. 

Various left-wing groups mobilized 
8,000 people in a rally at the Lis
bon Coliseum last week demanding 
independence for Portugal's African 
colonies and socialist measures. 

Africans insist on inde 
The Portuguese government of General 
Antonio de Spinola has not made 
much headway so far in its attempts 
to rope the freedom f:~ghters in its Afri
can colonies into a neocolonialist re
lationship. 

Talks with representatives of the 
African liberation groups are being 
conducted by Foreign Minister Mario 
Soares, a leader of the Socialist Party, 

For more on struggle against Por
tuguese colonialism, see By Any 
Means Necessary column on 
page 12. 

This "socialist" is acting as the emis
sary of Spinola, the colonial-war hero 
and mastermind of the assassination 
of Amilcar Cabral and other African 
liberation leaders. 

Negotiations between Soares and 
representatives of the African Party 
for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and the Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC) 
adjourned May 31 for an eight-day 
recess. Issues snagging the discussions 
were said to be Lisbon's insistence on 
maintaining control over the Cape 
Verde Islands, and its conditioning 
independence on the outcome of a ref
erendum. 

On June 5 Soares was to meet for 
"exploratory talks" with leaders of 
Frelimo, the Mozambique liberation 
movement Frelimo President Samora 
Machel made the position of his orga
nization clear in a June 2 statement 

"We are not going to discuss inde
pendence with the Portuguese," said 
Samora. "That is our inalienable right 
Our position on this is clear. The 
Portuguese must negotiate with Fre
limo to study the mechanism of trans
mitting power to the Mozambiquan 
people and the leadership of Frelimo." 

He concluded: "Peace in Mozambique 
is inseparable from independ<>nce. n 

Portuguese troops on patrol In Angola. Soldiers' desire to go home parallels desire 
of African peoples to run their own countries. 

In the month since the Spinola coup 
the guerrillas in M<Eambique have ' 
stepped up their armed resistance to 
Portuguese aggression. 

In Angola, where three different lib
eration groups exist, rebels have not, 
as yet accepted the Portuguese gov
ernment's request for cease-frre talks. 

Black Angolans have stepped up 
their demands against the Portuguese 
colonial administration. The May 31 
Washington Post reported that rail
ways were paralyzed in Angola by a 
strike of 13,000 railroad workers. 
They are demanding wage hikes of 
from 50 to 100 percent 

Blacks have also mobilized in dem
onstrations demanding that the co
lonial administration disarm the white 
settlers. Whites in Angola can easily 
obtain licensed weapons. The com
mander of Portuguese forces, General 
Franco Pinheiro, refused this demand, 

claiming it would "exacerbate tension." 
Meanwhile armed bands of whites 

·have been deliberately provoking 
clashes with Blacks in an attempt to 
sabotage any progress toward inde
pendence. New York Times writer 
Henry Kamm wrote in a May 28 dis
patch that by provoking a major con
frontation, "the [white] extremists hope 
for intervention by South Africa and 
Rhodesia and secession of a white
dominated Angola." 

On May 29 John Vorster and Ian 
Smith, heads of the white-supremacist 
regimes in So\lth Africa and Rhodesia, 
got together for "candid discussions," 
most probably about the developments. 
in Mozambique and Angola. In a clear 
threat aimed at Black llberati6n 
f:~ghters in those countries, Vorster told 
reporters "It is not in our interests 
that there should be chaos in any 
neighboring country." 
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Palestinians face new threat 

Mideast pact big gain for U.S. imperialism 
By DAVE FRANKEL for probably increased Israeli repri-
". . . a mission of peace and media- sals .... 
lion without parallel," "a classic ex- "United Nations sourceshereprivate
ample of diplomatic technique," rhap- ly predicted the Israeli offensive 
sodized the New York Times in its · against the guerrilla presence in south 
evaluation of the Syrian- Israeli troop Lebanon would be increased." 
disengagement agreement Israeli forays, such as those that 

The praise pouring out of the rest resulted in the death of some 80 peo
of the capitalist press as well as from ple following the Maalot attack, were 
Democratic and Republican party pol- given Washington's blessings as part 
iticians was no less fulsome. The Wall of the troop disengagement deal. On 
Street Journal. called the pact "Kis- June 3 the State Department acknow
singer's most impressive achievement !edged as true the claim by Golda 
to date." " ... an enormous diplomat- Meir that "the United States will not 
ic triumph," said the Christian Science consider such actions ["reprisals"] by 
Monitor, while congressional leaders Israel as violations of the cease-fire, 
gave Kissinger and Nixon standing and will support them politically." A 
ovations before and after a White pledge of continued U.S. military and 
House briefing on the agreement economic aid to Israel was also part 

There is no denying that the im- of the deal. 
perialists in Washington have reason In addition, Syrian President Hafez 
to crow. But for supporters of Pales- Assad agreed to clamp down on the 
tinian self-determination and of a so- Palestinians in Syria. Flora Lewis re
cialist Middle East governed by and ported in the New York Times June 1, 
in the interests of the mass of its pop- ". . . Mr. Assad told Mr. Kissinger 
ulation, a more sober assessment is that he could not make an open com-
in order. mitment on· the actions of the Pales- Syrian President Assad (right) has agreed 

Washington has one basic aim in the tinians. But he was said to have added to help suppress Palestinians. 
Arab East and everywhere else: the that Syria was an organized country 
consolidation and expansion of its eco- and would either make war or ob
nomic and political power. That. is serve the cease-fire. 
what the Kissinger agreement is aimed "Other diplomatic sources reported 
at securing, not peace. that Mr. Assad had told the Palestin-

The immediate effects of the pact ian guerrilla groups in Syria that they 
will be to open up new opportuni- were to stop their attacks on Israel." 
ties for U.S. economic penetration of Assad's assurances, noted Lewis, 
the Arab world and to pave the way "were described as a vital part of the 
for an escalation of the pressure on final breakthrough to the disengage
the Palestinian people for them to give ment agreement ... " 

Kissinger, Golda Meir, and Israeli officials gloating over deal with Syria 

up their struggle. 
In the long run, however, as long 

as imperialism and Israeli settler-col· 
nialism exist in the area, the Arab 
revolution will burst out once again. 
The Kissinger agreement, by enabling 
the United States to expand its role 
in the Middle East, increases the dan
ger that the imperialists in Washington 
will risk a full-scale nuclear war in 
defense of their growing economic and 
political interests there. 

Green light for 'reprisals' 
The most ominous aspect of the pact 

in the immediate sense is that it gives 
the Israeli regime a green light to 
continue or even step up its murderous 
assaults against the Palestinian peo
ple. Israeli jets raided Palestinians in 
southern Lebanon even as the U.S.
negotiated pact was being signed in 
Geneva. 

"Lebanon's relief that the fighting 
in neighboring Syria is ending," re
ported John Cooley from Beirut in the 
May 31 Christian Science Monitor, 
"was mingled with apprehension at 
being the last sanctuary of the Pales
tine guerrillas and therefore a target 
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One of the central targets of the U.S.
Israeli "understanding" is the Arab 
population of Lebanon, especially the 
Palestinians. The scope of this threat 
was indicated May 30 when Israeli 
officials told New York Times reporter 
Terence Smith that they interpreted 
the agreement with Kissinger as a 
U.S. "pledge to block-with its veto 
if necessary- any punitive sanctions 
the United Nations Security Council 
might attempt to apply against Is
rael in the wake of an Israeli anti
guerrilla operation." 

The implication is that the Israeli 
regime may be considering an attack 
of such ferocity that it believes that 
the UN Security Council might re
spond by voting punitive sanctions
something that it has never invoked 
against Israel in the past 

The threats from Israel, however, 
remain only one aspect of 'the pres
sures being mounted against the Pal
estinians. As New York Times report
er Henry Tanner explained June 1, 
"The leaders of the Palestinian move
ment face the vital choice of defying 
the most powerful Arab governments 
or taking part in the move toward a 

negotiated settlement of the Arab-Is
raeli conflict that these governments 
now advocate. This perhaps is the 
most important single result of the 
agreement" 

The strategy of using the Arab gov
ernments as well as Israel in polic
ing the Palestinians has been central 
to Washington's plans for a Mideast 
settlement from the beginning. As the 
Christian Science Monitor explained 
in its May 16 editorial, "a settlement 
between Israel and Syria would iso
late the splinter groups, deprive them 
in part at least of congenial natural 
environment in which to operate and 
make it possible for defense forces 
to concentrate against the irreconcil-
able radicals." 

Geneva and Palestinians 
In pressuring the Palestinian organi-

zations to attend the Geneva confer
ence the Syrian and Egyptian regimes 
are attempting to use them as an ad
junct to their own political maneuvers. 
They talk about the possibility of the 
Palestinians f~ghting for their rights at 
Geneva, but this would entail recog
nizing the legitimacy of the Israeli 
colonial-settler state and thus aban
doning the Palestinian people's right 
to self-determination. 

The pressures on the Palestinians 
have resulted in substantial divisions 
among the guerrilla organizations, 
with a majority reportedly prepared 
to attend the Geneva talks if the con
ference agrees to seat them as a dele
ga tion on an equal footing with the 
others and to take up "the national 
rights of the Palestinian Arab people." 

Washington's stake 
In evaluating the effect of the dis

engagement agreement, Henry Tanner 
wrote in the June 1 New York ·Times, 
"The United States, which had been 
virtually absent from the Arab world 
for more than 20 years, is riding 
higher than ever. 

"In general the agreement has in
creased ·the influence of the moderate 
Arab leaders who favor a negotiated 
settlement with Israel." 

The degree of ongoing U.S: involve
ment in the agreements taking shape 
in the Mideast is indicated by the fact 
that both the Egyptian-Israeli and 
Syrian-lsraeli troop disengagement 
pacts are being supervised by U.S. 

reconnaisance planes. 
American businessmen and State De

partment officials are openly voicing 
their expectations that Damascus will 
follow the example of Egyptian Presi
dent Anwar Sadat and open its doors 
to imperialist investment. Christian 
Science Monitor writer Dana Adams 
Schmidt refers to the "new political 
vistas ... being opened up for the 
United States by the dynamics of dis
engagement agreement between Israel 
and Syria .... " 

It is widely recognized in the cap
italist press .that Kissinger's efforts on 
behalf of U.S. imperialism were helped 
along by Moscow. As the conservative 
U.S. News & World Report adnii tted 
in its June 10 issue, "even though the 
major credit goes to Mr. Kissinger 
for negotiating the lsraeli-Syrian 
agreement, observers consider it ex
tremely doubtful thai he could have 
succeeded without the co-operation of 
the Russians," 

The Soviet bureaucrats hailed the 
agreement; the Daily Wo~ld, organ 
of their followers in the U.S., echoed 
the capitalist press in lauding the pact 
as "an important step toward peace 
in the Middle East," which "deserves 
the support o1 our natl:on." 

But the collaboration of the Soviet 
bureaucrats with imperialism will not 
help the C&\l&e of peace, nor will it 
enhance the military security of the 
Soviet UniOD. To tbe extent that de
tente succ~ in delaying the march 
of the Arab revolution, the position 
of imperialism is strengthened. The 
expanding diplomatic, military, and 
economic penetration of the U.S. in 
the Arab East will enable it to inter
vene more readily and more vigor
ously than before when future mass 
upsurges threaten its interests. 

U.S. troops were landed in Lebanon 
in 1958, and there were threats of 
U.S. intervention in 1956, 1970, and 
1973. Kissinger's so-called peace mis
sion, and the help of the Soviet bu
reaucracy, make a future confronta
tion even more likely than before. 

Most important, the utopian perspec
tive of attaining a Mideast peace set
tlement around a conference table in 
Geneva will fail because the capital
ist system offers no way forward for 
the Arab masses. 

The Palestinians will continue to 
struggle against their dispossession, 
and the Arab peoples throughout the 
region will continue to fight against 
their exploitation by imperialism and 
its local allies. The success of those 
struggles is the real basis for peace 
in the Middle East 

'Clamp, screwdriver, tweezers, wrench .. .' 



52_ groups on secret new list 

Saxbe abolishes officiall!subversive' list 
By LEO STANFORD 
At a June 4 news conference, Attorney 
General William Saxbe announced that 
the Nixon administration was abol
ishing the attorney general's list of so
called subversive organizations. 

At the same time, however, the Jus
tice Department announced that the 
FBI has compiled a new, secret list 
of 52 organizations that are under 
"investigation" as possible "subversive" 
groups. 

In getting rid of the old list, the 
Nixon gang has decided to scrap one 
of the most vulnerable and frequent
ly attacked weapons in the arsenal 
of government witch-hunting. The use
fulness of the list to the government 
had been severely curtailed as a result 
of court decisions that, among other 
things, made it effectively impossible 
to add new groups to the list 

In 1951 the Supreme Court ruled 
that no new organizations could be 
added to the list without a hearing, 
a right that had been denied groups 
placed on the list when it was first 
drawn up in 1947. 

As a result, no new groups have 
been added since the mid-1950s. 

In addition, some of the groups on 
the list, most notably the Socialist 
Workers Party, have been waging a 
vigorous battle to have the list abol
ished. A challenge to the constitution
ality of the list is a major element 
in the suit filed by the SWP and the 
Young Socialist Alliance to force a 
halt to government surveillance, ha
rassment, and attempted intimidation 
of socialists and other opponents of 
government policy. 

In an earlier lawsuit, the SWP sought 
to prevent the fll'ing of SWP members 

employed in the post office and other 
federal jobs. That case, brought in 
1970 by the National Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee on behalf of the 
SWP and one of its members who had 
been fired from the post office, resulted 
in a partial victory. Although the list 
itself was not thrown out, the courts 
did rule that merely citing the fact that 
a federal employee was a member of 
a group on the list was not sufficient 
grounds for firing him or her. 
. As a result of this court decision, 

the government was forced to modify 
its standard questionnaire presented 
to job applicants. In addition to asking 

SAXBE: A tactical retreat on gov't black
listing. 

Shankerites join racist move 

about membership in groups such as 
the SWP and the Communist Party, 
the new questionnaire adds" ... which 
during the period of your membership 
you knew was advocating" over
throwing the government 

The use of this question will 
continue, the Justice. Department has 
announced, although government 
agencies will not be permitted to refer 
to the old attorney general's list 

In his news conference, Saxbe tried 
to pose as an advocate ofcivilliberti,es, 
playing the role for all it was worth. 
According to the Washington Post, 
Saxbe "said the most serious failing 
of the 1947 executive order by Presi
dent Truman establishing the list is 
that [it] permitted the Department of 
Justice to assemble it without the con
siderations for due process that were 
later ordered by the Supreme Court 

"'If the list serves no other purpose 
now, it should continue to be a re
minder that whatever we do must be 
fair and in full accord with the law 
and the protections it affords to all,' 
the Attorney General said." 

Saxbe delicately left it to one of 
his subordinates to casually inform 
the press at a briefing following the 
news conference that the attorney gen
eral's high-minded phrases have "no 
effect on the 52 organizations the FBI 
has under investigation." 

When the startled. reporters -who 
had never before heard of the list of 
52-asked what groups were on the 
new list, Kevin Maroney, an assistant 
attorney general, declined to answer 
on the grounds that it is a secret list! 

And when he was asked if this didn't 
amount to a new version of the "sub
versive" list, Maroney "explained" that 

the new list was not really a list at 
all, since it wasn't written down. 

Maroney added that the FBI would 
continue its "surveillance" of the 52 
organizations. 

In a statement released June 5, 
Debby Bustin and Maceo Dixon, co
chairpeople of the Socialist Workers 
1974 Campaign Committee, warned 
of the dangers inherent in the listing 
of 52 groups as targets for surveil
lance: "'FBI investigation,' means ·that 
52 organizations, including the SWP, 
will remain the victims of wiretaps, 
burglary, spying, job harassment, and 
sabotage. It means that a government 
'subversive' list in fact still exists, only 
this time it is secret 

"Because of this, the Socialist W_ork
ers Party will continue to mobilize 
opposition to these government pol
icies and press forward with our civU 
liberties suit demanding a complete 
halt to all forms of harassmen~against 
our party, its supporters, and other 
opponents of the Nixon administra
tion." 

Far from abandoning the goals and 
methods of the witch-hunters, Nixon 
and Saxbe are merely engaging in a 
maneuver, trying to come up with an 
updated list that would ~ot be sub
ject to challenge. However, the fact 
that theybave been forced to abandon 
the "official" list does represent a real 
victory for civil liberties. 

It will be difficult, especially in the 
current atmosphere of heightened sen
sitivity to democratic rights, to use 
the new, "informal" list of 52 in the 
same way the old list was used. None
theless, the fight to end once and for 
all government blacklists is far frOIIl 
over. 

Suit aims to overturn NEA minority quotas 
By DOUG JENNESS 
NEW YORK- Ever since the merger 
talks between the National Education 
Association and the American Fed
eration of Teachers broke down last 
February, the AFT leadership, un
der Albert Shanker's influence, has 
been waging open war against the 
NEA. The Shankerite weapons have 
included public abuse, raiding opera
tions, and court suits. 

One of the most serious of these 
challenges is the conjoining by the 
New York State United Teachers in 
a suit initiated against the NEA by 
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) of 
B'nai B'rith. This court action, an
nounced last January, is aimed at 
striking down amendments to the 
NEA constitution that provide pref
erential treatment for oppressed mi
norities in the selection of officers and 
leadership bodies. 

These provisions were adopted last 
year and are scheduled to go into ef
fect at the NEA's national Represen
tative Assembly, which begins later 
this month. 

The amendments provide that the 
board of directors and all committees 
must include a minimum of 20 per
cent membership from oppressed mi
norities. All delegations to the Rep
resentative Assembly must include 
representation of these minorities "at 
least equal to the proportion of iden
tified ethnic-minority populations with
in the state." Groups designated as 
ethnic-minorities by the NEA include 
"Black, Mexican-American (Chicano), 
other Spanish-speaking groups, Or
len tal and Indian." 
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If after 11 years no member of an 
oppressed minority has served as 
president, nominations at the subse
quent Representative Assembly shall 
be restricted to members of such 
groups. 

According to a report in the March 
American Teacher, published by the 
AFT, these very reasonable measures 
for attempting to rectify past discrimi
nation are characterized by the ADL 
as "reprehensible and retrogressive" 
racism. 

Shanker, president of the New York 
City United Federation of Teachers, 
put what he considers the danger of 
the NEA quotas into broader con
text in a union-paid column in the 
New York Times last December, en
titled "The Quota Principle: Dan
gerous Arithmetic ... And Twisted 
Logic." 

The former math teacher wrote: "The 
quota spirit having found a haven 
in the NEA Constitution, the director 
of the organization's teacher rights 
program, Samuel Ethridge, proceeded 
to give it considerably wider play in 
a speech on October 19 at the annual 
convention of the Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and His-
tory." · 

This "wider play," according to 
Shanker, - was Ethridge's insistence 
"that about 211,000 more minority 
group educators must be hired by the 
nation's public schools in order to 
'bring about equity and parity' for 
minorities. The 'equity and parity' 
theme, which pervaded his speech, was 
based on one flat assumption- that 
the proportion of black, Spanish-

speaking, American Indian and Asian
American teachers in each city and 
state school system must be equal to 
the proportion of minority students 
in the public schools in each of these 
localities." 

Ethridge's "twisted logic of quotas," 
Shanker claims, leads him to attack 
New York state as "standing at the 
head of the class as the greatest dis
criminator of all ... "This hits home, 
and Shanker squeals, "But teachers are 
not hired from the student popula
tion, They are hired from the adult 
po);)ulation- and not from the general adult population, but ftom those 
who have graduated from college and 
have acqUired specific professional 
skills." 

This formula avoids reference to the 
difficulty: Blacks and Puerto Ricans 
have in acquiring these "professional 
skills" in New York City's racist 
school system- a system Shanker 
helps to perpetuate. 

The fact is that if Blacks and Puer
to Ricans were hired in proportion to 
their population in New York City, 
it would upset the tidy white job trust 
Shanker has established and jealous
ly protects. 

But the Shankerites aren't the only ~ 
ones in the AFT who oppose quotas 
for oppressed minorities. David Sel
den, AFT president, and the founder 
of Teacher's Cause, a caucus in the 
union to fight Shanker's attempt to 
take over the presidency at the AFT's 
convention in August, also opposes 
quotas. 

At a news conference following the 
breakoff of merger talks with the NEA, 

Selde_n condemned NEA's constitu
tional provision for quotas. Accord
ing to the March American Thacher, 
he told reporters that the NEA "want
ed it in the constitution of the merged 
organization. We say that this is really 
an illegal quota, and while we favor 
affirmative action, we are opposed to 
percentage quotas for ethnic and ra
cial minorities." 

It is clear from this statement that 
the AFT's racist opposition to pref
erential treatment was a roadblock to 
uniting the country's teachers. By 
joining suit with the ADL, the AFT 
bureaucrats have increased the ob
stacles to unity. 

Although Shanker and Selden have dif
ferences on other issues, they see'eye
to-eye on opposition to hiring quotas 
for Black, Puerto Rican, and other mi
nority teachers. 
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Victim of COINTELPRO? 

rf~~THmemQ§J~!!~w.~l to Hampton death 
During a secretive meeting at a bar 
in the Chicago Loop Dec. 2, 1969, 
FBI special agent Roy Mi£chell un
veiled before lllinois state's attorney's 
agents· a sketch of the floor plan of a 
Black Panther Party apartment. The 
sketch was based on information Mit
chell had learned from Panther infor
mant William O'Neal. 

Scrawled on the sketch near a bed 
in one of the rooms were the words 
"Hampton and Johnson sleep here." 

The bar meeting occurred just two 
days before the murder of Fred Hamp
ton. Hampton died in a hail of police 
bullets as he slept with his compan
ion, Deborah Johnson, when a party 
of heavily armed state's attorney's 
agents raided the apartment, killing 
and wounding its occupants in a 
"search" for illegal weapons. 

News of the meeting was made pub
lic in recently released FBI documents 
on the Chicago Black Panther Party. 
The memos and sketch were forced to 
light as a result of a suit filed by the 
parents of Hampton and the other 
slain Panther, Mark Clark. 

The documents provide stinging new 
evidence of FBI involvement in the 
murder of Hampton. They reflect the 
great fear and hatred the FBI and the 
rulers of this country harbor for the 
Black liberation movement and the 

HAMPTON: Drugged before raid? 

ruthless campaign they conducted 
against the Black Panther Party. 

The 300 pages of heavily censored 
memos reveal that the pretext for the 
raid on the Panther apartment was 
contrived. 

Informant William 0' Neal had 
joined the Panthers in 1968 at Mit
chell's request. Through cunning he 
had worked his way up to chief of 
security. In October 1969 he told Mit
chell of the presence of guns and mili
tary paraphernalia- all legally held 
-in the apartment. 

In a memo filed eight days after 
the raid and the explosion of public 
outrage, Mitchell wrote that there had 
been two illegal weapons present. In 
previous reports, however, he had 
never noted their presence. Moreover, 
O'Neal, in a sworn deposition on the 
ca~e in January, never mentioned any
thing about the guns being illegal. 

One memo, dated Dec. 12, 1969, 
reveals the extent of FBI determina
tion to pull off the raid on the Chicago 
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contained in the FBI's "Counterintelli
gence Program" (COINTELPRO) 
documents that urged the "disruption" 
of the Black Panther Party. 

Timing of raid 
Mitchell received the details of the 

floor plan from O'Neal on Nov. 19, 
1969. The same day, Mitchell passed 
this information to members of the 
Chicago police department's Gang In
telligence Unit. This unit mapped 
plans for a raid. 

On Nov. 23, 1969, however, Mit
chell learned from O'Neal that the 
Panthers had knowledge that the Gang 
Intelligence Unit was planning a raid. 
He wrote in a Dec. 12 memo that 
0' Neal also told him the Panthers 
had removed the guns from the apart
ment and, hoping to foil the raid, 
had hooked up a movie camera to 
film it. 

The Gang Intelligence Unit then 
called off the raid. But on Dec. 1, 
according to Mitchell, 0' Neal told him 
the guns were back in the apartment. 
Mitchell then set up the meeting with 
state's attorney's agents and showed 
them the sketch of the apartment's 
layout. 

Around this time, a state court up
held a conviction of Hampton dating 
back to the summer when he had 
hijacked an ice cream truck and dis
tributed $71 worth of its contents to 
neighborhood children free of charge. 

Unbeknownst to Hampton, the court 
was planning to order him to return 
to prison around the middle of Decem
ber. 

Previous to this, Hampton had 
vowed never to return to prison. In 
a recent interview, Flint Taylor, one 
of the Hampton family attorneys, sug
gested that with the prospect of Hamp
ton being jailed, Mitchell decided in 
concert with the state's attorney's of
fice that the raid must be now or never. 

One of the documents discloses that 
after the raid, a vial of phenobarbital 
was found in the bullet-pocked apart
ment. According to the May 31 New 
Times magazine, O'Neal has reported
ly boasted that he had drugged both 
Hampton and Clark prior to the raid. 

Deborah Johnson, Hampton's com
panion, said that during the raid, she 
tried to rouse him from his slumber, 
but he could barely lift his head. An 
early coroner's report found a high, 
possibly lethal concentration of seco
barbital in Hampton's blood, but the 
official Cook County coroner's report 
denied t}lis. 

If Hampton had been drugged, he 
would have offered little resistance. 
The cops later maintained that they 
had fired only in self-defense when 
met with gunfire after a voice cried, 
"Shoot it out! Shoot it out with the 
pigs!" But ballistics investigators 
found that 99 police bullets were fired 
into the apartment and only one slug 
apparently fired in return. 

COINTELPRO 
Attorneys for the Hamptons took 

sworn statements from Roy Mitchell 
on April 24, May 1, and May 7 in 
Chicago. Mitchell said he had been 
following the activity of the Panthers 
"on his own" since 1967. He said 
O'Neal had worked for him. 

He denied that he was acting under 
COINTELPRO, but in March the Chi
cago Tribune stated that Mitchell had 
been in charge of COINTELPRO in 
Chicago. 

Prior to his deposition in the Hamp
ton suit, Mitchell received notification 
from Attorney General William Saxbe 
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of what he could disclose. Often during 
questioning around sensitive matters, 
Mitchell refused to supply names, 
dates, and other information, the at
torneys said. 

There are indications COINTEL
PRO disruption tactics are still in ef
fect against the Panthers. 

Six days after the memos were re
leased on April 19, Chicago cops 
raided an unused Panther residence 
on a tip, looking for weapons. The 
police claimed an informant told them 
the premises had been burglarized two 
days earlier by three youths who 
wheeled away on bicycles, carting six 
machine guns. 

The raid turned up gas masks, mili
tary manuals, and 6000 rounds of 
ammunition. But Illinois Panther lead
er Bobby Rush reported the residence 
had been unused for several months 
and he did not know how the items 
got there. 

When the latest memos were released, 
the FBI conveniently placed on top of 
the press packets copies of a hand
written document the FBI asserts was 
confiscated in a Panther raid. 

The "document" outlined plans by 
which the Panthers would overthrow 
the state government and kill top city, 
state, police, military, and community 

leaders. 
The Chicago Daily News singled 

out this document from the others, 
and the headlines of its April 19 eve
ning edition screamed in three-inch 
type, "FBI bares Panther plot to kill 
officials." Buried in the text was men
tion of the other memos. 

Hampton family attorney Taylor 
pointed out, however, that the presence 
of the handwritten document corres
ponds to the COINTELPRO aim of 
planting bogus documents to be taken 
for authentic. 

"This fits right in with the COINTEL
PRO plans," he said. "I wouldn't be 
surprised if they [the FBI] wrote it 
themSelVeS. n I 

No doubt the FBI hoped that news 
of this Panther "document" would put 
the Panthers in a bad light and di
vert the mounting opposition to FBI 
tactics. 

But these latest memos have shown 
the true face of the FBI's secret-police 
operations. And they add new weight 
to the demand for the convening of 
an independent Black commission of 
inquiry to look into the true circum
stances surrounding the deaths of 
Hampton and Clark- and other 
Black leaders as well, such as Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. 
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Ex-Panther tells of FBI actions "' 
When lawyers for the Hampton fam
ily took a statement from Panther 
informant William O'Neal in Jan
uary, ·he told of the generalized fear 
of agents and imminent police raids 
that gripped the party. 

"It was general paranoia through
out the whole party, throughout its 
whole birth," O'Neal said. "You 
know that every other day there 
was going to be a raid." 

Much of this atmosphere was no 
doubt created by the presence of· 
FBI agents andpoliceprovocateurs, 
sowing factionalism, in accordance 
with the COINTELPRO disruption 
program. In 1969 and 1970, there 
were massive expulsions from the 
party often under puzzling circum
stances that may have been due to 
the work of agents. 

Walter Chesser, chairman of the 
Black Masses Party in Milwaukee, 
recently told The Militant of expe
riences he encountered as minister 
of defense in the latter months of his 
membership in the Milwaukee Pan-

thers in 1969. He attributed these 
experiences to the work of police 
agents. 

In one instance, while in Chicago, 
he was sharply scolded for allegedly 
deviating from the Panther line. He 
reported that a very sophisticated 
organizer, whom he suspected was 
an agent, ordered him placed un
der "house arrest" -locked in a cel
lar- for several hours. 

When he was released he resigned 
from the Panthers and returned 
home to Milwaukee. That same day 
he was told by Milwaukee cops that 
they knew he was no longer in the 
Panthers. Believing him to be dis
gruntled, they wanted to talk things 
over. 

Chesser said only an agent could 
have informed the cops so quickly. 

In addition, a couple of months 
after he left the Panthers, Chesser 
was approached by two FBI agents 
who asked him to rE3oin the Pan
thers and squeal for the sum of 
$125 a week. 



Wounded Knee defendants demand files . 
on secret government harassment, spying 1 
By GREG CORNELL vealing question: "Does the Department I 
ST. PAUL, Minn.- The issue is top- of Justice have any information which 
secret government data. The defense would lead us to believe that other 1· 
wants it and the prosecution says it organized groups are involved in this i 
doesn't want to turn it over. civil disorder?" l ; 

That could set the stage for another The answer, from the Department ! 
legal confrontation in the trial of Den- of Justice, lists a number of groups 1: 
nis Banks and Russell Means, lead- "sponsoring and participating in dem-
ers of the American Indian Movement. onstrations throughout the United 
Defense attorneys and the government States in support of AIM: 
will argue before federal Judge Fred "Students for a Democratic Society, 
Nichol a defense motion that seeks a Socialist Workers Party, Workers 
wide range of documents from the World Party, Youth Against War and 
White House, Justice Department, and Fascism, Young Socialist Alliance, 
Pentagon. Vietnam Veterans Against the War 

Douglas Hall, a defense attorney, (some members have been seen at 
told The Militant that on the basis Wounded Knee), Black Panther Par-
of information available to the de- ty, Venceremos Brigade, Progressive 
fense, he is convinced the government Labor Party, National Committee for 
had a number of plans for surveil- Recent St. Paul demonstration against Wounded Knee frame-up trials Defense of Political Prisoners, United 
lance of AIM, including possible"coun- States Committee for Aid to the Na-
terintelligence programs" Like the FBI tiona! Liberation Front, Medical Aid 
disruption programs directed against shows conclusively that White House tary of the Army; Kenneth Cole, exec- for China, the Red Collective, the Black 
Black groups and the Socialist Work- level personnel were assigned to the utive director of the Domestic Coun- Workers Congress, Young Workers 
ers Party. government effort at Wounded Knee. cil; Leonard Garment, special consul- Liberation League, Revolutionary 

The June 4 Minneapolis Star quoted The memo, which lists "those who tant to the president; and Brad Pat- Union, Emma Goldman Brigade, 
R.D. Hurd, chief prosecuting attorney, have been working with the Justice terson, special assistant to the presi- Medical Committee for Human Rights, 
as saying the government would op- Department on this [Wounded Knee] dent. Pillsbury Peace and Freedom Party, 
pose releasing some of the informa- matter," includes the following names: The memo was written by Justice Committee forAsian-AmericanAction." 
tion demanded in the motion, which John Wittaker, undersecretary of the Department officials in response to The answer indicates that the gov-
the defense regards as critical, on the Department of Interior; Fred Buzhardt, questions by a Senate committee head- ernment was keeping its illegal eyes 
ground that it is "irrelevant" to the case. general counsel in the Department of ed by Senator Henry Jackson. focused on all aspects of activity in 

According to the account, the gov- Defense; Kenneth BeLieu, undersecre- The committee asked a highly re- Continued on page 22 
ernment may also resist release of 
some documents on the grounds of 
"national security." 

The secret data would likely show 
the cynical and criminal machinations 
of high U.S. officials-including those 
in the White House- as they mapped 
plans to suppress the American In
dian Movement. 

The defense motion asks for all 
documents dealing with the use of 
military forces in Wounded Knee last 
year, all documents showing the as
signment duties and activities of a 
number of high-level government of
ficials and military personnel at 
Wounded Knee, documents concern
ing communications between the White 
House and the Justice Department, and 
data relating to an already released 
directive ordering widespread surveil
lance by the FBI of AIM. 

Prosecutor Hurd says he believes 
there were conversations about last 
year's Wounded Knee seizure with
in the Justice Department "at the high
est levels" and perhaps inside the White 
House. "But I don't know any spe
cifics," Hurd said. 

But a March 1973 Justice Depart
ment memo accidentally released to the 
press last month by the prosecution, 

Three Indian defendants acquitted in S.D. 
By GREG CORNELL 
A federal judge in Sioux Falls, S.D., 
has acquitted three defendants arrested 
last year during the 71-day seizure of 
Wounded Knee. 

The acquittals were termed a "major 
victory" by Russell Means, a leader 
of the American Indian Movement and 
a defendant on trial in a separate case 
in St. Paul. 

Acquitted May 29 were Tonia Acker
man, Lorelei DeCora Means, and Ma
donna Gilbert. 

Judge Warren Urbom ruled that the 
government had not presented enough 
substantial evidence for conviction of 
the three defendants, who had been 
charged with burglary and larceny 
of the Wounded Knee trading post 
on Feb. 27, 1973. _ 

The acquittals bring to nine the num
ber of Wounded Knee defendants who 
have either been acquitted or have had 
charges dismissed in cases tried in 
Sioux Falls. Not a single Wounded 
Knee defendant has been convicted. 

As a result of the acquittals, federal 
prosecutors in South Dakota have said 
they are seeking Justice Department 
approval to dismiss charges against 
more than 100 other people arrested 
on a variety of charges last year at 
Wounded Knee. 

According to an article in the Min
neapolis Tribune, the charges could 
be dropped "in exchange for pleas 
of 'no contest' from five of the de
fendants." 

In the latest acquittals, the judge 
ruled that while the three Indian wo-
men were in a car with stolen property, 
they could not be linked to the theft 
of the property. The car did not be
long to them. 

Despite the Sioux Falls ruling, five 
other defendants still face charges in 
state court in Sioux Falls for their 
participation in a demonstration in 
Custer, S.D., last year. 

And the government plans to con
tinue to press the frame-up charges 
against Dennis Banks and Russell 
Means, and four other AIM members 

expected to go on trial later in St. 
Paul. 

Means told The Militant last week 
that acquitting the three in Siou£Falls 
was not enough. 

"I believe all the charges should be 
dropped against all the defendants be
cause our treaty rights are inviolate," 
Means said. 
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RUSSELL MEANS: 'All the charges should 
be dropped against all the defendants.' 

Ohio AFL-CIO changes officers but not policies 
CLEVELAND- Support for the 
United Farm Workers was the only 
united action of the four-day conven
tion of the Ohio AFL-CIO, which 
closed here May 24. 

The rest was a bitterly fought battle 
between warring factions of the Demo
cratic Party. Frank King, president 
of the Ohio AFL-CIO for the past 
10 years and a former Democratic 
leader in the Ohio legislature, was 
swept out of office along with all his 
s.upporters in the 34-member executive 
committee. 

They were replaced by a slate head
ed by Milan Marsh of Youngstown, 
chairman of the Ohio State Council 
of Carpenters. 

The main issue was King's failure 
to give uncritical support in the legis
lature to the policies of Governor John 
Gilligan. 

Battle lines were drawn from the 
opening session and the only cease
fire came when Eliseo Medina, vice
president of the United Farm Work-
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ers, who heads the grape and lettuce 
boycott in Ohio, addressed the con
vention. 

Following his speech the delegates 
contributed $1,252 in a collection and 
voted unanimously to give the Farm 
Workers $5,000 from the Ohio AFL
CIO funds. 

Another political issue that intruded 
into the power struggle was women's 
rights. 

Of the 2, 122 delegates and alternates 
attending, only 115 were women and 
only five were named to the conven
tion committees. Ethelrie Harper of 
the State, County and Municipal Em
ployees protested this lack of repre
sentation, saying women unionists are 
sick and tired of just licking stamps 
and being secretaries. 

Each of the contending slates in
cluded two women, and many women 
delegates crossed caucus lines to vote 
for the women on both. Those elect
ed, Barbara Easterling of the com
munications workers and Genevieve 

Motsinger of the electrical workers, 
both on the Marsh slate, are believed 
to be the first women vice-presidents 
of the Ohio AFL-CIO. 

A resolution submitted by Jean 
Tussey of the Cleveland Typographi
cal Union called attention to the for
mation of the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women and urged "participa
tion of all union women in this his
toric new organization." 

This resolution was referred to the 
incoming executive committee for ac
tion along with all the other unfin
ished business of the convention. 

The impression of the convention 
expressed in informal discussions of 
rank-and-file delegates was that it 
graphically demonstrated the crisis of 
leadership in the labor movement in 
Ohio. 

The convention changed the officers 
but not the policies that have weakened 
the ability of the unions to defend the 
standard of living of their members. 

No discussion dealt with solutions 

to the problems of inflation and un
employment, or protection of Black 
and women workers, who are hit first 
and hardest by economic reverses. 

No note was taken of two recent 
events that demonstrate how imprac
tical it is for the labor movement to 
work inside the Democratic Party to 
bring about social change. 

Senator Howard Metzenbaum lost in 
the Democratic primary despite all
out support by the union leadership, 
the Gilligan administration, and the 
party machine. The rank and file did 
not follow the leadership. 

On the other hand, the struggle for 
ratification of the Equal Rights Amend
ment in Ohio was unsuccessful in 1973 
despite the support of Gilligan and 
the national Democratic and Repub
lican parties. But in 197 4, with only 
one new factor in the situation- the 
support of the AFL-CIO, which had 
previously opposed the ERA, and a 
large, united demonstration in Co
lumbus-the ERA was passed. 
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~ In Our Opinion 
; Effective escalators 

I 

l 

"Our last three-year raise was eaten up the first year after the 
contract was settled," said a New York garment worker, ex
plaining the importance of the demand for an escalator clause 
in the current nationwide clothing industry strike. 

Of course, the garment workers need more than an escalator 
clause. They are among the lowest-paid workers in the coun
try, many still paid according to the reactionary piece-work 
system. Garment workers need an immediate substantial wage 
boost. 

But, as more and more workers are coming to realize, 
an escalator clause is key to protection against rampaging 
inflation. 

While greater numbers of workers are fighting for and 
winning cost-of-living escalators, few have won provisions 
that are anywhere near adequate to keep up with prices. A 
major inequity is that the Consumer Price Index, to which 
most escalators are pegged, is rigged by the government 
to understate the degree of inflation as it hits working people. 

With potatoes up 60 percent in the past year, bread up 34 
percent, and rice up 103 percent, it is clear that prices of 
staple goods have zoomed past the CPI-reported increase 
of 10.2 percent. 

Wage escalator clauses can provide full protection against 
inflation only when unions and consumer groups set up their 
own independent price-watch committees to determine the real 
rise in the cost of living. 

Equal pay victory 
The Supreme Court ruled June 3 that women workers are 
entitled to· equal pay with men who do similar work, even 
if the men work different shifts. 

The court ruled unconstitutional the Corning Glass Works' 
system of paying more for night work than day work, and 
then hiring mainly men for the night shift. The court further 
ruled that it is not enough for a company simply to make 
women eligible for the higher-paid job classification, but that 
all women doing similar work to men must be raised to the 
higher wage scale. 

The ruling itself will not end discrimination against women, 
nor does it begin to make up for years of unequal treatment. 
The law on which the ruling was based, the Equal Pay Act, 
was passed 10 years ago; yet pay discrimination continues 
to be the norm, not the exception. 

But the decision will help advance struggles of women for 
equal pay. The ruling itself reflects the increased pressure 
being exerted by women workers. Dozens of class action 
suits, such as the one recently won against AT&T, have 
helped expose the superexploitation of the female labor force. 

The Coalition of Labor Union Women decided at its found
ing convention this spring to make the fight for equal pay 
a top priority. The Supreme Court decision provides another 
weapon to be used in this crucial fight. 

I Bombing in L.A. 
f The main beneficiary from the bomb that exploded May 31 
'11 in California Attorney General Evelle Younger's office was 

undoubtedly Evelle Younger. 
Younger lost no time in portraying himself as a tough, 

. undaunted lawman under violent attack because of "my legis
t lative proposals relative to political, terrorist-type kidnap
:! pings" and "my vigorous supporf' for the police slaughter 
1/ of six Symbionese Liberation Army members. The bomb
'i ing came just four days before the California primary, in 

which Younger was running for reelection as a right-wing, 
"law-and-order'' candidate. 

A letter purportedly from the Weather Underground, claim
ing the bomb was set in solidarity with the SLA, made a 
point of referring to Black prisoner Ruchell Magee as "Cin
que." No one could have been more delighted with this at
tempt to link Magee to the SLA than those, like Younger, 
who are trying to convict Magee for kidnapping. 

If this bombing was in fact the work of the Weather Under
ground, it is another example of the impotence and futility 
of such terrorist acts. 

It is not excluded that the bombing was the work of pro
vocateurs. It should be noted that those who are pointing 
to the likelihood that SLA leader Donald "Cinque" DeFreeze 
was a police agent believe Younger-former Los Angeles 
district attorney-to be a key figure involved in the cops' 
use of DeFreeze. 
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Bourgeois press 
I foolishly allowed my subscrip
tions to The Militant and Interna
tional Socialist Review to run out 
and decided to rely on the bour
geois press and media for my 
news. 

That decision merely confirmed 
and reaffirmed my Marxist conviction 
that the capitalist system of com
munications, through its shallowness 
of analysis and selectiveness of sen
sationalism, leaves those who rely ex
clusively on it in the dark. It cr~ 
ates the impression that everything 
is working smoothly (except for the 
activities of a few troublemakers) 
and, like a spray deodorant, it tries 
to spread a sweet-smelling mist to 
cover the fact that the system stinks. 

Please renew my subscriptions im
mediately. 
Tom Fiddick 
Evansville, Ind. 

The Duke 
Words, it seems, cannot describe 
the sorrow felt with the passing of 
Edward Kennedy Ellington. Nor can 
they describe the richness of his mu
sical legacy. 

The Duke, a legend in his time, 
displayed a talent unmatched by any 
other American composer. The vari
ety and charm of his lyrical accom
plishments- moody blues, sassy up
tempo swing, and that inimitable El
lington big-band sound -will live 
forever. 

Another Black giant, John Coltrane, 
once found a description in 1962 
after they cut an album together. 
"He has set standards I haven't 
caught up with yet. He's a 
king in my book." 
B.S. 
New York, N.Y. 

From old to new 
I just got a little back allowance 
from my matriarch and out it goes 
to my subscription to The Militant. 

At the Michigan State University 
Library I was reading all the old 
copies of the Socialist Appeal, the 
New Militant, and the early Mili
tants. This brought me to the 
conclusion that out in an area like 
East Lansing I need something as 
inspiring as the· old Militants and the 
Young Spartacuses of the 1930 s in 
my day-to-day work. And that's The 
Militant of the 1970s. 
D.C. 
East Lansing, Mich. 

Texas election laws 
I want to make a factual corr~tion 
concerning Texas ballot requir~ 
ments as reported in the article I 
wrote for the May 17 issue of The 
Militant. 

I repeated a commonly held mis
conception that the Texas legislature 
recently raised the requirement for 
an automatic position for a party 
on the state ballot from 5 percent 
to 20 percent of the vote cast for gov
ernor in the previous election. The 
facts are as follows: 

The required percentage of the to
tal vote cast for governor in order 
to secure a ballot slot without peti
tioning in the succeeding election re
mains at 2 percent, not 5 percent. 
What has changed is that a party 
must receive 20 percent of the vote, 

Letters 
instead of 2 percent, in order to 
select their candidates by primary. 
In 1974, La Raza Unida Party, 
which received more than 5 percent 
of the vote in 1972, had the option 
of choosing its candidates by pri
mary or convention. It chose to take 
advantage of the stat~financed pri
mary. 

If the Chicano party receives less 
than 20 percent of the vote for gov
ernor this year, it must choose its 
candidates for the next election by 
convention; and, if it receives more 
than 20 percent, the party is required 
to use the primary method. In my 
opinion, members of La Raza Unida 
Party should have the right to d~ 
cide for themselves how they select 
their candidates, including the right 
to a stat~financed primary, whether 
they get more or less than 20 per
cent. 

Of'course, the reason the Demo
crats and Republicans bothered to 
change the law was to try to lower 
the legal status and image of Raza 
U nida to something less than that 
of the two traditional parties of the 
capitalist class. 
Nelson Blackstock 
Houston, Tex. 

Helps democracy 
The Militant is a great alternative 
newspaper, and while I don't agree 
with all your stands, I· certainly ap
preciate the opportunity to have the 
"other" side of events. Your actions 
help ensure democracy and concern 
for personal freedom. 
R.L. 
Alhambra, Calif 

Italian weekly 
The last time I wrote was to sub
scribe to The Militant for a little 
Italian weekly. Once again we will 
be subscribing, as we found The 
Militant the only newspaper that 
continually supplies alternative 
facts and information on the USA. 
Carl Evans Clifford 
Rome, Italy 

BeHer than Playboy 
I've grown very dependent on the 
facts in the informative, strong, and 
beautiful Militant. Also, it has caused 
me to put away Playboy and other 
such hideous magazines. 

And for this, I say thanks- for 
helping me to see what's what 
around me and what also con
cerns me directly as a person. 
A prisoner 
Ohio 

Convinced 
Recently I wrote to you asking for 
a prisoner's subscription to The Mili
tant. At the time I wrote I was 
unsure of the socialist viewpoint, 
therefore I only asked for a thre~ 
month subscription. 

Since reading The Militant and 
. several books, I have found the So

cialist Workers Party to be an out
standing political party. Therefore, 
I wish you would extend my sub
scription for the remainder of the 
year. 

Our nation needs a third party, 
and since the 1960 s it's become more 
and more apparent to the general 
public. But more than needing a 



third party, it needs a new, im
proved political philosophy that is 
based on a realistic premise. Tille 
most sufficient group that could fill 
this need, in my belief, ia the SWP. 
A prisoner 
Iowa 

Israeli 'reprisal' 
I have this day purchased a copy 
of your publication, and while I 
find many of your articles intellellt
ing and provocative, I was dis
mayed by your scurriloue att-* on 
Israel. 

You infer that the Israelis wece the 
attackers when it really was the oth
er way round. True, many inll8Cents 
perished when the attack by the 18-
raeli army was made te -avenp the 
deaths of 26 achoolchildan aad au
merous adults as a result of the 
Lebanese terrorists. Th,Js was DOt 
only a r~risS!l but a wa:m.ing l!Ot 
to repeat such .horrors ... · 
Stella Greene 
Sbn Diego, Calif. 

Won•t kowtow to Z~ists-
I had almost given up we of 
finding, in this supposedly coSJI.l<)
politan city, a paper that was fr.~ 
of racism and truly int~tiona:l 
in spirit, when a friend •ve me 
The Militant to read. It JJIJ1ls re
freshing. It is heartening 'to kno.w 
that there are Americans, ·who wa 
not kowtow to the Zionists; to 
whom the Palestinians are also 
human beings, have children, and 
lose their lives as a res~,t of Is
raeli bombs; and who do not fol'get 
how Israel came to be and what it 
represents. 

My thanks to The Mi~#Jfmt. 
M.S. 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 

AHica lndidees 
On May 20, 197 4, at tk• Appellate 
Division in Rochester, N.Y., a tleam 
of defense couaeels on ow- behalf 
(Attica Indictees) argued·~-.everal 
motions in its attempt to t~eeure 
some legal relief, which h.as beea 
something unattainable lor' us so 
far. 

The judges gave a reswved cleci
sion on all the motions bf sayb• 
there was a lack of juried.letion 
issue. 

Meanwhile, we are stW.: :tehedulll!d. 
to appear at the Buffalo $uprente 
Court on June 10 for~· tentaf:l~Ve 
calendar call, which is den we ' 
expect to be appointed • trial· ... 
dates aDd trial judges. ;;~. 

Also your readers m~:be int$'• 
ested in our defense co.ittee pam
phlet titled Attic.a Is All iJi Us, which 
features analysis. essayS> j)Oems, 
pictures, and writings by: ~us. ('I'he 
address of the Attica Brothers Legal 
Defense Committee is 1310 Main St., 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14290.) 
An Attic;a Indictee 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate if your name may be used or 
If you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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i La Raza en AcciOnl 
Miguel Pendis 

The UFW & 'illegal aliens' 
As the grape harvest begins, the United Farm Work
ers union faces a difficult problem of the growers 
using undocumented workers from Mexico as strike
breakers. At a San Francisco news conference May 
17, Cesar Chavez said that 80 percent of the farm 
workers in the Delano area are "illegal aliens." 

Chavez said he will offer documented proof that 
the growers have been recruiting these strikebreakers 
with the collusion of the Immigration Service. 

Chavez's solution is to put pressure on immigra
tion authorities to keep undocumented workers out 
of the country. He indicated that the union has been 
reporting the location of undocumented workers 
in struck fields to the border patrol so they can be 
deported. 

There is no question that farm workers must do 
everything necessary to stop strikebreaking. But is 
calling for the deportation of undocumented work
ers really a means of dealing with this problem? 

As Chavez himself pointed out, the Immigration 
Service is working in collusion with the growers. 
Calling on them to get scabs out of the fields is 
pretty much like calling on the growers. It's a waste 
of breathe. 

But there are even more important reasons, !think, 
why it's wrong to appeal to the hated migra to get 
rid of undocumented workers being used as strike
breakers. 

To begin with, what should be focused on is the 
fact that these workers are being used as strike
breakers, not the fact that they are "illegals." 

To make a big point about their being "illegals" 
and calling the cops -on them can only detract from 
the widespread sympathy for the UFW among the 
Chicano people. Chicanos generally look on the 
plight of the undocumented Mexican workers with 
sympathy- and rightly so. This is important to re
member if only because the support of the Chicano 
community is essential in promoting the boycott of 
scab products. . 

What I am saying does not mean that the union 
should not or cannot try to get strikebreakers out 
of the field, whether they be U.S. citizens, documented 
Mexican workers, or undocumented ones. 

The best way to keep scabs out, of course, would 
be for the union to put such massive picket lines 
at the ranches as to cripple production. 

National Picket Line 

Not being strong enough to do that, the union 
must use other means to cut down production by 
scabs. Some of these things are already being done. 

'For example, the union tries to get the word out 
in southwestern states about the strike in the grape 
areas so that migrant workers will know about it 
and seek work that is available in other areas on 
other crops. This has met with some success. 

Then the union tries to reach and influen<:e those 
workers who do come to work in the struck fields. 
With their bullhorns they appeal to the workers to 
leave the job and join the strikers or move on to 
get work elsewhere. And if their financial situation 
is such that they can't leave, the pickets appeal to 
them to at least slow down on the work. This too 
has had a significant effect. 

The same kind of approach can be used toward 
the undocumented workers. The great majority of 
them are not professional strikebreakers. Many of 
them don't even know there's a strike when they're 
brought here. Most are recruited from border areas. 
The union could systematically canvass those areas 
informing people of the strike and theiss1:1esinvolved. 
They could enlist the aid of Mexican unionists and 
students in ·doing this. The result would be. that 
many of the undocumented workers coming here 
would look elsewhere for work. 

And for those who do wind up in the struck fields, 
they should be appealed to as victims ofthe growers, 
not enemies. The reason for the strike should be 
carefully explained. And the union showd make 
clear it is opposed to victimization of undeeumented 
workers in this country and that it will help those 
who don't want to be strikebreakers to get to other 
areas where there is work. 

They should be told that while the union has 
meager resources, its food kitchen is open to all 
supporters, regardless of what kind of papers they 
have or don't have. Also, the union would have no 
difficulty, I'm sure, in enlisting the help of CASA 
and other antideportation groups in aiding those 
undocumented workers who leave the fields. 

Some may argue, well, that may be a good idea, 
but it's not that easy. That's true. The whole strug
gle against the gringo agribusiness inter~sts is hard 
and bitter. But one thing is sure. La migra isn't 
going to do anything to make it easier. 

Marvel Scholl 

Bias against older workers 
For many years now, workers approaching middle 
age have suddenly found themselves out of their 
jobs and unable to find others because they were 
"too old." 

Then in 1968 the Age Discrimination in Employ
ment Act was approved. It forbids firing or not 
hiring persons between 4() and 64 years old merely 
because of their age. 

This law, like most !IOCial legislation, has been, 
as Shakespeare said, "more honored in the breach 
than the observance." 

Now, probably because Nixon needs all the good 
exposure he can get, Labor Secretary Peter Bren
nan has suddenly activated the law and set up a 
stable of lawyers to enforce it. So far this year, 400 
files full of complaints have been sent to Washing
ton for action. 

The biggest action against age discrimination so 
far came when Standard Oil of California (Socal) 
entered into a consent agreement with the Labor 
Department to pay $2-million in back pay to 160 
of its fired older workers and to rehire 120 ofthem. 
The other 40 workers reportedly were either ill or 
have reached 65 and thus passed beyond the protec
tion of the law. 

William Kilberg, solicitor for the Labor Depart
ment, announced that another case now pending 
will involve nearly five times as much back pay as 
did the Socal case. 

Kilberg admitted that companies "tend" to dis
charge older workers in order to bring in younger 
ones at lower wages. He also pointed out that many 
times these older workers are fll'ed a year or two 

before they get vesting rights in a pension plan-that 
is, the guaranteed right to at leaat IJOII'le money from 
the plan. 

The June 3 issue of U. S. News & World Report 
gave the following figures on wo-Pkers in the 40 to 
64 age bracket: 

e There are 36.7 million sudl workers, or 40 
percent of the labor force. 

e Sixty-two percent of this age grou.p are men, 
38 percent are women. 

e White workers make up 90 percent; "nomwhites," 
10 percent. 

e White-collar workers comprise 49 percent; blue
collar are 35 percent; 13 percent are in service trades; 
the remainder are farm workers. 

Socal and the Labor Department arrived at a "con
sent" agreement. The corporation was quick to point 
out that this kind of settlement specifically states there 
has been no finding the company violated the age
discrimination law. 

The Socal subsidiary involved claimed it had to 
reduce its work force because it was losing money. 
All it did- in all "innocence," we are sure-was to 
get rid of 1,100 workers through "natural attrition" 
and fire 500 more for being "inefficient"- read too 
old, too close to pension vesting or collection. 

Now Socal has promised to be good. It claims 
it has not been keeping adequate records of poor 
performance on. the job in order to "protect" the work
er. This charitable attitude, laments company Vice
president N. T. Bogart, "got us into trouble with the 
Department of Labor." 

Ain't that a shame? 
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The Great Society 
Harry Ring 

Chlle defense program- To protect 
the armed forces, the Chile dictators 
issued a decree April 30 barring ci
vilians from learning karate and all 
other oriental forms of unarmed com
bat 

you're 10,000 times more democratic 
than 1." 

ing 5,000 families annually for five 
years, the University of Michigan In
stitute for Social Research concluded 
that mental attitudes have virtually 
no effect on economic status. Whether 
one is alienated and discouraged or 
confident and success-oriented, the re
searchers found, does not determine 
whether or not one is in the poverty 
bracket. 

These become embedded in the lungs 
of a smoker and build up over the 
years until the radiation dose rivals 
that suffered by uranium miners. 

A veritable seer-John Dunlop, direc
tor of the federal Cost of Living Coun
cil, predicted the inflationary trend will 
continue. 

Plain-talk dep't-J. B. Fuqua, chair
man of Fuqua Industries, argued un
successfully against holding annual 
shareholders meetings. "Corporations 
were never intended to be democratic 
operations," he explained. "Democra
cy implies our vote is equal. But if 
you own 10,000 shares of a com
pany's stock and I own one share, 

Thought for the week-" This sport 
(fishing) promotes a clean mind, 
healthy body, and leaves no time for 
succumbing to communistic or social
istic propaganda."- Ivar Hennings, 
chairman of South Bend Bait Com
pany and one of 300 prominent Amer
icans who had some of their deeper 
thoughts encapsulated in the corner
stone of a Manhattan office building 
25 years ago. 

Social science dep't- After interview-

Nukes they call 'em-A University 
of Colorado researcher said radiation 
may be the carcinogenic in cigarettes. 
He said radioactive particles collect 
on sticky · hairs of tobacco leaves. 

Just whispering sweet nothings-Pat 
Nixon told People magazine that the 
Watergate tapes were like "private 
love letters" intended "for one per
son alone" and that the president 
shouldn't have parted with them. 

Women In Revolt 
Linda Jenness 

Defend Dr. Morgentaler! 
In an outrageous move by the Canadian gov
ernment, Dr. Henry Morgentaler was arrested and 
thrown in jail May 14 for 10 days. 

Dr. Morgentaler is a Montreal physician who 
for many years has been one of the most prominent 
and outspoken campaigners for repeal of Canada's 
anti-abortion law. In June 1970 he was arrested 
and charged with performing an illegal abortion. 
In the summer of 1973 his abortion clinic was 
raided and a series of other charges brought 
against him. 

Widespread support mushroomed aeross Canada 
for Morgentaler, and support was also built in 
other countries. His case has become the main bat
tleground between the Canadian abortion rights 
movement and the government. 

Morgentaler went to trial in October 1973 and 
was acquitted by a French-speaking jury on the 
first of 13 "charges. This acquittal was widely rec
ognized as an important victory for Morgentaler 
and a blow to both the government and the federal 
abortion law. 

The Canadian government and courts are now 
trying to reverse that victory, railroad Morgen
taler to jail, and defeat the abortion rights move
ment. 

On April 26 the Quebec Court of Appeals over
turned the November acquittal, and instead of 
following the usual pr.ocedure of calling for a 

retrial, the appeals court itself declared Morgen
taler guilty. Morgentaler's lawyers have appealed. 
that decision to the Supreme Court. 

Morgentaler was then subjected to the arrest 
and jailing on May 14. It took 10 days for him 
to win release on bail until he is formally sen
tenced. 

Only two hours after being released Morgen
taler was served a subpoena ordering him to ap
pear in court June 4 for a hearing on his bail 
conditions. The government wants him back in 
jail. 

The maximum penalty for performing illegal 
abortions in Canada is life imprisonment. Mor
gentaler is to be sentenced on June 17. The Su
preme Court will probably not hear his appeal 
until the fall. Although his lawyers have asked 
that he be allowed to remain free on bail until 
the Supreme Court hears his case, the govern
ment may try to force him to begin serving his 
sentence on June 17. 

Committees to Defend Dr. Morgentaler are or
ganizing meetings and rallies across Canada to 
protest the latest moves against Morgentaler, to 
demand that the charges be dropped, and that 
the abortion law be repealed from the Criminal 
Code of Canada. Abortion rights supporters 
picketed the Montreal Palais de Justice during a 

By Any Means Necessary 

May 21 presentencing hearing. 
June 1 5 has been set as the next protest date 

in Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver. Other areas 
will be holding protest rallies and demonstrations 
around the same time. Dr. Morgentaler is slated 
to be one of the featured speakers at the rally in· 
Toronto. 

The effects of the Morgentaler case are not lim
ited to Canada. The ramifications- either way 
the case is decided- will be felt in other coun
tries. This is particularly true in the United States. 
The abortion rights movements in the U.S. and 
Canada have benefited from a strong solidarity. 
Women of both countries have understood that 
victories and defeats on either side of the border 
would be shared. 

An international protest must be mounted against 
this scandalous attack on Morgentaler. Letters, 
telegrams, and resolutions of protest should be 
sent to Jerome Choquette, Minister of Justice, Que
bec, P.Q., Canada, with copies to the Committee 
to Defend Dr. Morgentaler, Box 186, Station F, 
Toronto, Canada. 

Picket lines or meetings where possible, on or 
around June 15, would let the Canadian gov
ernment know that the U.S. abortion rights move
ment stands in solidarity with Dr. Henry Mor
gentaler. 

Baxter Smith 

A challenge to the CP & YWLL 
The Daily World is the U.S. Communist Party's 
newspaper. ln its May 21 issue are two contradic
tory articles on the issue of independence for Portu
gal's African colonies. One is written by Ron 
Tyson, a Black Daily World writer. The other is 
unsigned. 

Tyson writes approvingly of the stated posi
tions of the various African liberation organiza
tions: "Liberation fighters in the Portuguese colo
nies in Africa have categorically rejected any solu
tion to the 'colonial' problem short of total in
dependence and self-determination for the Black 
masses in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Is
lands, Mozambique and Angola." He implies that 
anything short of total independence would result 
in "neo-colonialism" and should be opposed. 

"Spinola's plans," Tyson says, "call for a federa
tion of equal Portuguese states, each enjoying 'com
plete autonomy.' Thus, in effect, he has rejected 
the demands of African masses in the colonies 
for total liberation and self-determination." 

Tyson writes: "The junta in Lisbon has 'warned' 
FRELIMO liberation fighters in Mozambique that 
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unless they lay down their arms, Portugal will 
continue and if necessary escalate the war there." 

Tyson is, of course, aware that the Portuguese 
Communist Party on May 15 joined the coali
tion government headed by General Spinola. In 
fact, the PCP is one of the staunchest backers of 

·this regime, which has opposed total and imme-
diate independence for the colonies and continues 
its military occupation and economic exploitation 
of them. 

Moreover, the PCP has not counterposed total 
and immediate independence to Spinola's plans. 

In fact, the article on the very next page in the 
Daily World points this out. The article speaks 
approvingly of the PCP's policies and says: "Cun
hal [Portuguese Communist Party leader] also said 
that the problem of the colonial wars should be 
resolved through political settlements within the 
framework described in the program of the new 
provisional government." 

The two articles are inconsistent, and could leave 
a naive person confused. Is a Daily World reader 
supposed to support total independence for the 

colonies, which Tyson implies is the just solu
tion, or is the reader to support the neocolonial
ist "program of the new provisional governmenf' 
in Lisbon, as the PCP prescribes? 

Does Tyson think the presence of Communists 
in the regime of a colonial power makes it okay 
for that power, in this case Portugal, to keep ex
ploiting and dominating its colonies? 

Portugal has no more right to rule Angola, 
Mozambique, or Guinea-Bissau now, under Spi
nola and Cunha!, than it did under Salazar or 
Caetano. 

It remains a prime task of all supporters of 
African liberation to campaign for full self-deter
mination and immediate independence-no strings 
attached. Tyson and all other members and sup
porters of the Communist Party and Young Work
ers Liberation League who favor total and im
mediate independence for the colonies should call 
on the Portuguese CP to leave the Spinola govern
ment and demand immediate Portuguese with
drawal from the colonies. 



D.C. CLUW holds education series 
By ANN POWERS 
WASHINGTON, D.C.- Seventy-five 
women attended a forum May 30 ti
tled "Who We Are," sponsored by the 
D. C. Area Coalition of Labor Union 
Women (CLUW). 

The national CL UW was founded 
in March in Chicago by 3,200 women 
from 58 unions. The coalition aims 
to organize union women to fight for 
full equality in the unions and on 
the job. Local affiliates are in the 
process of organizing themselves 
around the country. 

Women from nine major unions re
ported on the status of women in their 

unions to the meeting here. 
The statistics presented emphasized 

the paltry number of women in un
ion posts, including in unions with 
a high percentage of women members. 
For example, in the Office and Pro
fessional Employees International Un
ion (OPEIU), 80 percent of its 90,000 
members are women, yet of the 12 
vice-presidents and 14 representatives, 
only one is a woman. Twenty-six per
cent of the Brotherhood of Railway 
and Airline Clerks' 27,000 members 
are women, yet there are no women 
on the executive board. 

Almost all the union representatives 

Militant/Cindy Jaquith 
Founding convention of the Coalition of Labor Union Women last March 

reported that one of the main con
cerns of women in their unions was 
the need for adequate child-care fa
cilities. The women carpenters, how
ever, stressed that the fU"st hurdle for 
them was getting hired in the first 
place! 

Reports were presented by represen
tatives of OPEIU; Washington Teach
ers Union; American Federation of 
Teachers Local 189; Brotherhood of 
Railway and Airline Clerks; Carpen
ters Union; American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employ
ees; American Federation of Govern
ment Employees; Postal Workers; and 
the National Union of Hospital and 
Health Care Employees District 1199. 

The D.C. Area CLUW has held three 
educational meetings since the national 
CL UW convention in March, each at
tended by about 80 women from 15 
unions. 

The first meeting focused on how to 
identify sex discrimination on the job. 
Four panelists discussed ways of fight
ing back through the union apparatus 
and through the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. One panel
ist, Allison Palmer, has been involved 
in a court case for several years and 
is the only woman filing a sex dis
crimination suit against the foreign 
services section of the State Depart
ment 

The D. C. Area CL UW has estab
lished three committees- communica
tions, recruitment, and program- to 
organize.its activities. Thecommunica
tions committee has publicized meet
ings through the media as well as 
sending announcements to unions and 
women's groups. That committee is 
also working on a newsletter. 

The recruitment committee is respon
sible for reach-out It is setting up a 

Continued on page 22 

Berrigan tours Detroit for SWP suit 
DETROIT-Philip Berrigan and De
troit attorney Abdeen J abara urged 
support to the Political Rights Defense 
Fund before a May 31 meeting of 
250 Wayne State University students. 
The meeting was sponsored by the 
campus Newman Center, the Political 
Rights Defense Fund, Students for Im
peachment, Young Socialist Alliance, 
and the student government. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF) is publicizing the lawsuit filed 
by the Young Socialist Alliance and 
the Socialist Workers Party to stop 
government attacks on Black orga
nizations, socialists, and other radi
cals. The suit seeks an injunction 
against a broad range of secret-police 
tactics, including burglary, wire
tapping, mail tampering, infiltration, 
and harassment- all of which have 
been used. against the SWP and Y SA. 

Attorney James Lafferty, also a 
PRDF supporter, chaired the meeting 
and took a collection for the expenses 
of the suit. About $100 was raised 
through the collection and the sale 
of PRDF literature and buttons. 

The May 31 meeting was part of a 
day-long tour of Detroit by Berrigan, 
which included a news conference in 
the morning and a taped appearance 
by Berrigan on the nationally syndi
cated Lou Gordon television show. 

Abdeen Jabara, a founder of the 
Association of Arab-American Univer
sity Graduates, spoke to the meeting 
at Wayne State about his own suit 
against FBI surveillance of his activ
ities. Pointing out the parallels between 
his suit and the one filed by the SWP 
and YSA, Jabara remarked, "Suits like 
these should be supported by every
one. These suits encourage everyone 
to resist this creeping government in
vasion of our rights." 

In response to Jabara's suit, the 
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Justice Department recently admitted 
29 incidents of use of wiretaps or 
other electronic surveillance against 
Jabara in 1972 and 1973. It also 
listed 23 events under surveillance that 
J ahara attended. 

The FBI admitted observingJabara 
at four meetings held by the Militant 
Forum in Detroit, a conference of the 
Young Socialist Alliance in Detroit in 
November 1973, and the national 
convention of the Young Socialist Al
liance in Cleveland in 1972. These 
particular admissions strengthen 
charges of surveillance in the SWP 
and YSA suit. 

The FBI document released to Ja
bara says, "Coverage of the meetings 
was undertaken because of the orga
nizations and/ or individual partici
pants involved and not for the reason 
that the plaintiff [Jabara] was a speak
er." 

Among other organizations revealed 
to be under surveillance through Ja
bara's suit are the Wayne State Uni
versity Organization of Arab Students 
and the Association of Arab-Ameri
can University Graduates. 

This documentation of widespread 
FBI spying 'in Detroit comes in the 
wake of evidence that the FBI was 
involved in a burglary of the offices 
of the SWP and YSA in 1971. As a 
part of the "discovery" proceedings in 
the socialists' suit, the Civil Service 
Commission admitted it had obtained 
from the FBI a letter stolen from the 
SWP offices in 1971. 

Also stolen in the burglary were 
lists of persons who had attended meet
ings of the Militant Forum. Several 
of these individuals received inti
midating visits from the FBI following 
the burglary. A similar suspicious bur
glary took place in 1972 at the home 
of a leader of the Socialist Workers 

Party in Detroit. 
The widespread use of these tactics 

in this city, by both the FBI and the 
local police, has produced broad sup
port here for the SWP and YSA's legal 
action and the Political Rights Defense 
Fund. 

Among the local supporters of the 
PRDF are Democratic Congressman 
John Conyers; the Michigan Federa
tion of Teachers; the Detroit chapter 
of the National Lawyers Guild; the 
Human Rights Party; AFSCME Lo
cals 1497 and 1880; Reginald Wilson, 
president of Wayne County Com
munity College; Herb Boyd, assistant 
chairman of the Center for Black 
Studies of Wayne State University; and 
the Wayne State University Student
Faculty Council. 

------------
Clip and mail to Political Rights De
fense Fund, Box 649 Cooper Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10003. Telephone: 
(212) 691-3270. 

( ) Enclosed is $ __ to help cover 
expenses. 
( ) Enclosed is $ ___ for __ _ 
booklets Challenge to the Watergate · 
Crimes. ($1 each or 7 5 cents each on 
orders of five or more.) 
( ) Enclosed is $ __ for Feif
fer buttons. ( $1 each or 30 cents each 
on orders of 10 or more.) 
( ) Enclosed is $_for reprints 
of ''Watergate and Other Crimes" by 
Noam Chomsky. (five cents each; $3 
per 100.) 
( ) Please send me more informa
tion on the suit. 

Name _________________________ _ 

Address _____________________ ___ 

City--------------
State---------Zip ___ _ 

Starsky 
• w1nsa 

battle for 
academic 
freedom 
By WALTER LIPPMANN 
LOS ANGELES-An important vic
tory for academic freedom was won 
here when trustees of California State 
University agreed to pay Dr. Morris 
Starsky $20,000 in damages as settle
ment of a breach-of-contract suit. 

Earlier, in 1970, Starsky had been 
ousted from Arizona State University 
for his antiwar and socialist views. 
He was ordered reinstated by a feder
al court judge, a decision being ap
pealed by the university. 

In 1971 Dr. Starsky was hired as 
chairman of the philosophy depart
ment at the Dominguez Hills campus 
of California State University. 

However, a few days before the start 
of classes he was informed by mail 
that he would not be allowed to teach 
because of alleged "lack of candor" 
in his job application. Starsky was 
allowed no hearing on the charge be
fore the State Personnel Board. 

Officials at Dominguez Hills justi
fied their action on the ground that 
Starsky had not told them in his ap
plication that he had been fired from 
Arizona State University. However, the 
fact is that the Arizona regents had 
refused to renew his contract when it 
expired in 1970. He was not fired and 
there clearly was no reason for him 
to say that he was. 

Starsky challenged the Dominguez 
Hills action in the state courts. The 
California Court of Appeals ruled that 
the university had acted improperly, 
and this was upheld by the California 
Supreme Court. 

The trustees, however, tried to avoid 
compliance with the court ruling and 
refused to compensate Starsky for the 
period of the one-year contract under 
which he should have been employed. 

Starsky' s Los Angeles attorney, Ron 
Merlino, then went back into court 
seeking damages for breach of con
tract. 

Days before the case was due to 
. come to court the trustees agreed to 
settle. 

The legal victory in Starsky' s case 
established two important precedents 
for state employees. In ruling that 
Dominguez Hills had acted improper
ly, the state court held that when the 
state hires someone, it is, by that act, 
entering into a contract with that per
son. This covers every teacher in the 
state. 

In addition, the court held that any 
employee of the state must have the 
right to a hearing before the State · 
Personnel Board prior to being fired, 
even if the employee had not worked 
a single day after being hired. 

Meanwhile, in Arizona, the univer
sity regents are stalling on complying 
with the December 1972 federal court 
order to reinstate Starsky. Currently 
they are appealing the reinstatement 
order to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco. 

Starsky' s attorneys recently filed a 
motion to expedite the case, explain
ing that a four-year delay in resolving 
the issue has "a chilling eff~t on aca
demic freedom and civil liberties." 

In pressing the Arizona fight, as 
with the victory at Dominguez Hills, 
Starsky has enjoyed wide supportfrom 
individuals and groups concerned with 
academic freedom. 
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Editor sl}eaks at Militant Forum 

Atlanta Black paper exposes police spying 
ByJOELABER 
ATLANTA- In the face of growing 
anger in the Black community against 
police attacks, the Atlanta city coun
cil voted May 31 to hold an impeach
ment trial of police chief John Inman. 

Inman is charged with refusing to 
comply with a subpoena for records 
of his order for undercover surveil
lance of the weekly Atlantxz Voice, the 
largest Black newspaper in Georgia. 

The city council's action came just 
four days after 1,000 people-mostly 
Blacks- took to the streets to demand 
the immediate removal of Inman, the 
abolition of the stakeout squad and 
other special police units used to ter
rorize the Black community, and an 
end to police spying. 

Earlier two Black cops had testi
fied about the lies used by the police 
stakeout squad to cover up its recent 
killings of two innocent Blacks. 

Atlantxz Voice managing editor 
Brenda Wright and reporter Greg 
Mathis spoke at the Militant Book
store Forum here May 31 and ex
plained how the spy scandal unfolded. 
Among the 75 people who attended 
the forum were reporters and camera
men from two TV stations and the 
Atlantxz Constitution. 

In April undercover policewoman 
Marion Lee got a job as a typesetter 
for the Voice. The cops so bungled 
their surveillance, however, that Lee's 
cover was blown within a week. Chief 
Inman later admitted that he had per
sonally authorized the illegal spying. 

The real reason for the planting of 
the police spy was the Voice's expo
sure last year of a secret political 
surveillance unit in the police depart
ment that was spying on Black elected 
officials as well as radicals. The cops 
were desperate to find and plug the 
sources of leaks about this illegal po
lice unit. 

To justify the spying, Inman told 
the media he was trying to establish 
a connection between the Voice and 

SOCIALIST DEMANDS AFFIRMA
TIVE ACTION FOR MINORITY 
LAW STUDENTS: Dorothy Hawkin
·son, Socialist Workers Party candi
date for Washington state senate, 43rd 
District, addressed a May 24 Militant 
Forum in Seattle on the University 
of Washington struggle by Black, Chi
cano, Native American, and Asian
American students. 

Dorothy Hawkinson, SWP candidate for 
Washington state senate. 
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Vince Eagan, socialist candidate for governor of Georgia, addresses rally against 
police terror May 27. 

the Symbionese Liberation Army. 
The purpose of this bizarre story, 

Voice reporter Mathis said, "is to dis
credit the Voice, to get people in At
lanta to stop reading the Atlantxz 
Voice, because it tells the truth about 
the police." 

To concoct this story, the police first 
needed to establish some SLA link 
with Atlanta; they found their excuse 
in a classified ad in the Atlantxz Con
stitution that read, "Pat is OK." The 
government now admits the ad was 
placed not by the SLA but by the 
FBI! 

Part of the cops' public rationale 
for planting their spy was a red-bait
ing campaign against two Black ac
tivists, Melanie Finney and Adolph 
Reed, who had once written a guest 
article on the SLA in the Voice. Reed 
was also a speaker at the forum. 

Old-style racists like Chief Inman 
are apparently finding it hard to ad
just to working with the new city ad-

Also speaking were Eugene Green, 
cochairman of the Minority Law Stu
dents Association at the. university, 
and Fernando E. Perez Pena, one of 
only three Spanish-surnamed lawyers 
in the state. 

Hawkinson declared the SWP's soli
darity with the fight by minority law 
students for a special training pro
gram to help them overcome years 
of racist, inferior education. The stu
dents won an initial victory when the 
university was forced to back down 
on its decision to drop 12 minority 
students because of poor grades. There 
are only 19 minority law students at 
the school. 

The socialist candidate also spoke 
out in support of Carlos Munoz, who 
has been twice refused a position in 
the university's political science depart
ment. Recently, the faculty approved 
an appointment for Munoz, but the 
chairman of the department is trying 
to overturn the job offer. This racist 
action was protested recently by a sit
in of Chicano students in the dean's 
office. 

BELATED VICTORY FOR DEMO
CRATIC RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA: 
On May 31 the California Supreme 
Court ordered Secretary of State Ed
mund Brown Jr. to stop the collec
tion of filing fees and to count the 
write-in votes for five Peace and Free-

ministration headed by Mayor May
nard Jackson, the Black Democrat 
elected last year. A majority Black 
city council was also elected. 

When Jackson attempted to fire In
man this spring to quiet anger in the 
Black community over police killings, 
Inman refused to step down and ob
tained a court injunction against his 
dismissal. 

Now Inman has appealed to the 
state legislature to take control over 
the city police department and turn 
it into a "Metro-Atlanta" department 
encompassing the white suburbs. 

Inman has also demoted the three 
highest ranking Black cops and pro
moted three whites, including the 
brother-in-law of Georgia's number 
one segregationist, Lieutenant Gover
nor Lester Maddox. 

Jackson, on the other hand, has 
made every effort to reassure Atlanta's 
white rulers that nothing will be done 
to alter the role of the police as de-

dom Party candidates. 
The ruling was the third in three 

months to overturn undemocratic 
f!ling fees, which are used by the 
Democrats and Republicans to keep 
independent candidates off the ballot. 
In March the U.S. Supreme Court 
decided such laws were unconstitution
al, and a California federal court 
overturned California's filing-fee pro
vision. 

Brown openly flouted these rulings 
by denying the Peace and Freedom 
candidates official write-in status in the 
June 4 primary, and by throwing SWP 
candidate Nat Weinstein off the ballot 
for the June 4 special election in the 
6th C. D. 

Weinstein flied suit with the Peace 
and Freedom candidates to win ballot 
status, but the California Supreme 
Court refused to hear his case on a 
technicality. The court's delaying ac
tion meant that even though the merits 
of Weinstein's case were upheld, it is 
too late for him to be placed on the 
ballot. 

INDIANA SOCIALISTS PROTEST 
FIRING OF SWP CAMPAIGN TREA
SURER: The Indiana Socialist Work~ 
ers Party campaign held news con
ferences in Bloomington and Indiana
polis recently to denounce the firing 
of Marc Schulz, campaign treasurer, 
from his job at Service Master, a 

fenders of private property and capi- · 
talist law and order. 

Jackson has refused to abolish the 
hated stakeout squad or other terror 
units. He actively opposed the May 27 
protest, saying, "We do not need 
marches and demonstrations." When 
it became clear the demonstration 
would occur anyway, Jackson at
tempted to dissuade people from par
ticipating by warning that he did not 
control the cops and could not guar
ante the safety of the marchers. 

The reason for Jackson's treacher-
ous role, which is contrary to the in
terests and desires of the Black people · 
who voted him into office, was ex
plained at the Militant Bookstore 
Forum by Vince Eagan, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for governor 
of Georgia. 

"Suppression of any movement that 
doesn't accept the corrupt, racist so
ciety and government we have," Eagan 
said, "is the fundamental role of the 
police." Because Jackson's first alle
giance is to the capitalist Democratic 
Party instead of to the masses of Black 
people, he "has said nothing about 
changing the fundamental police role." 

Eagan contrasted this to the record 
of the Socialist Workers Party, which 
has consistently spoken out against 
police terror and helped organize 
hearings and demonstrations by the 
Black community against police re-
pression. 

Eagan called for opening up all the 
secret files of the police department 
and for an independent investigation 
of the spying on the Voice and mur
ders by police. 

"The illegal police surveillance, like 
the police terror units, confirm our 
viewpoint that the present racist po
lice force must be expelled from the 
Black community," Eagan said. 

"The present police, who have no 
interest in stopping crimes against 
Black people, must be replaced by a 
force drawn from and responsible to 
the Black community." 

Bloomington housecleaning agency. 
His boss claimed that a major cus

tomer wanted Schulz removed because 
of his socialist campaign activity. 
Schulz believes FBI harassment may 
be the real reason. 

FBI agents had visited Schulz at 
work last fall and attempted to intimi
date him. Other supporters of the SWP 
campaign, particularly membersofthe 
Young Socialist Alliance, have been 
similarly harassed by FBI snoopers. 

In a statement released to the news 
media, Harold Schlechtweg, Indiana 
SWP candidate for U.S. Congress 
from the 7th Congressional District, 
demanded reinstatement of Schulz and 
the disclosure of all FBI records per
taining to the Indiana SWP and Y SA 
"so that the FBI's role in this matter 
can be determined." 

Schlechtweg pointed out how the 
ruing of Schulz is "a blatant attempt 
to intimidate supporters" of the 197 4 
Indiana SWP campaign. "If potential 
backers of my campaign feel they face 
possible loss of employment, that is 
sure to have an adverse effect on our 
ability to win support." 

Schlechtweg also pointed out that 
the SWP and YSA are challenging 
this type of Watergating on a nation
al scale through a suit against govern
ment wiretapping, spying, burglary, 
harassment, and other illegal activ
ities. -ANDY ROSE 



Why Puerto Ricans should support the 
New York Socialist Workers campaign 
The following are major excerpts from Before asking thi~ question, you things Puerto Rica_n and Black peo- gle of Puerto Rican, Black and Chi-
a leaflet published in English and should ask yourself, Is there any rea- ple face. But behmd the scenes the nese parents in New York City's school 
Spanish by the New York Socialist son why I should support the Demo- smaller politicians are bankrolled by District 1 to control their schools. 
Workers Party campaign and distrib- crats or Republicans?" They've held the landlords and loan sharks who Would you make it illegal for agri-
uted to participants in the annual office in City Hall, Albany, and Wash- directly exploit our communities and business throughout New York State 
Puerto Rican Day parade held June 2. ington year after year. During all this the bigger ones are financed by the to pay migrant fuerto Rican workers 
Despite rain. the parade drew a crowd time what have they done for working big trusts and banks. starvation wages? So would we. And 
estimated at more than 50,000. Cam- people? What have they done for From the most liberal to the most we'd recognize their right to organize 
paign supporters report a warm re- Puerto Ricans? conservative their platforms have one unions and bargain collectively. 
sponse to the leaflet, and 5,000 copies Not only haven't they done any- plank, "Support Profits." Would you make it mandatory that 
were. taken. Copies of the leaflet are thing, but conditions for millions of About now you are probably say- Puerto Rican and Black workers be 
available from the New York State workers, especially those who liv!! in ing, "Yes, I agree with all that, but given preference in hiring in order 
1974 SWP Campaign. 706 Broadway, the ghettos and barrios, are getting how do I know that socialists would to catch up for decades of being the 
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. worse. do any better if elected?" last hired and first fired? So would 

Why should Puerto Ricans vote for 
the Socialist Workers Party in 1974? 

Every election these Democratic and Unfortunately there are no social- we. 
Republican politicians come to us ists in office we can point to as an Do you favor the end of Yankee 
dressed up like friends of working peo- example of what we would do. All domination over Puerto Rico? So do 
pie, like they are suffering the same we can do is turn the question back we. 

to you- and ask, "What would you do? The point is that our party has no 
That's what we'd do." interests separate from those of 

Would you take the $100-billion working people, especially those most 
military budget and launch a crash oppressed by racism. We participate 
program to build new low-rent hous- in and support the struggles of Puerto 
ing? better schools with more bi- Ricans. This is different from liberal 
lingual programs? more parks? more Democrats and Republicans who come 
hospitals and free medical care? So to the Puerto Rican community, not to 
would we. support struggles, but only to solicit 

Do you want to make sure that once support for their campaigns from 
money is allocated it doesn't end up those who are struggling. 
lining the pockets of government bu- We believe that the struggles ofwork-
reaucrats? So do we. ing people, including Puerto Ricans, 

And we propose that the only way will lead to the ouster of the handful 
to do this is for the Puerto Rican of rich who run this country, and to 

mann communities to democratically control the formation of a government run by 
Socialists actively support struggles of Puerto Rican community, such as fight for com
munity control of District 1 schools. 

and administer their funds and activ- workers. That is what we're cam-
ities. That's why we support the strug- paigning for. 

Socialist answer to NYC budget 'crisis !I 
By JANICE LYNN 
NEW YORK- Mayor Abraham 
Beame's 1974-75 budget of $11.1-bil
lion contains drastic measures designed 
to unload the financial problems of 
New York City onto the backs of 
working people. 

In an attempt to close a $1. 5-bil
lion gap between income and spend
ing, Beame has proposed to increase 
the New York City sales tax by one 
cent, bringing it to the outrageous 
figure of eight cents on the dollar. The 
mayor also proposes to lay off 12,-
015 municipal employees, 2,000 em
ployees of the Community Action pro
gram, and 4,200 teachers and para
professionals. 

In addition to the higher sales tax, 
an increase in the real estate tax and 
a $15-per-year auto-use tax are also 
being proposed. And, while $1.5-bil
lion is allocated to pay interest on the 
city's debts, funds for city agencies 
and services are being cut back. 

On May 29 the board of estimate 
and finance committee held public 
hearings on the projected budget. Re
becca Finch, Socialist Workers Par-

ty candidate for U.S. Senate, attended 
these hearings and distributed an al
ternative proposal to all the media 
and members of the city council. 

The six-page proposal, titled "So
cialist Solution to New York City Bud
get 'Crisis' Fraud," points out that 
the city does not even tax the corporate 
incomes of the industrial giants that 
maintain their national headquarters 
in New York City. 

"Nor does business pay property 
taxes in proportion to the real worth 
of high-priced commercial property," 
the proposal notes. "Most of the prop
erty taxes are paid by individual 
homeowners and landlords (who shift 
the tax onto tenants in the form of 
higher rents)." , 

The Socialist Workers Party pro
posed: 

e Close all tax loopholes for cor
porations and the rich. 

e 100 percent tax on all profits 
made by industries that pollute the 
environment. 

e Repeal the sales tax, as well as 
all other taxes that hit working peo
ple more than the rich. 

e End all taxes on incomes under 
$15,000 and tax all incomes above 
$30,000 100 percent. 
· e Operi the books of the corpora

tions to expose the real figures of 
bloated profits and tax evasions. 

In opposition to Beame's proposed 
layoffs, Social Service Employees 
Union Local 371 of the American 
Federation of State, County and Mu
nicipal Employees (AFSCME) has 
called a demonstration for June 4. 

However, neither Victor Gotbaum, 
president of AFSCME's District Coun
cil 37, nor Albert Shanker, head of 
the United Federation of Teachers, ap
peared at the budget hearings to de
nounce the cutbacks. Both have strong 
ties to the Democratic Party and cam
paigned for Beame in the last elec
tion. 

The Socialist Workers Party pro
posed to counter the layoffs by short
ening the workweek with no cut in pay, 
spreading the available work to all 
who need it; increasing the number 
of jobs by launching a crash program 
to build badly needed housing, hos
pitals, schools, and mass transporta-

tion facilities; and providing unem
ployment compensation at union-scale 
wages to everyone out of work. 

Rebecca Finch pointed out, "While 
Beame is laying off thousands of work
ers, he has found enough money to 
increase the police force by 1,440." 

The socialist candidate also de
nounced the allocation of $1.5-billion 
in the budget for "debt service." "It 
is obvious where the priorities of the 
Democrats and Republicans lie," she 
said. 

"We are being saddled with addi
tional billions in taxes over the com
ing years to pay for interest on the 
city's bonds-bonds that Wall Street 
brokerage firms sell among themselves 
and to banks and insurance com
panies. 

"The Chase Manhattan Bank, of 
which David Rockefeller is the chair
man, is the biggest owner of New York 
bonds. While city services are being 
cut, the Rockefeller family and the big 
banks will be reaping several hun
dred million dollars a year in inter
est." 

Asian-Americans demand construction jobs 
By JEANNIE REYNOLDS 
NEW YORK- Three hundred pickets 
marched May 31 outside the Confucius 
Plaza construction site in New York 
City's Chinatown. 

The demonstrators chanted slogans 
and carried signs in English and Chi
nese demanding jobs for Asian-Ameri
cans on the site. 

"We want jobs now," "Asians built 
the railroad, why not Confucius 
Plaza?" and "Government too slow, 
discrimination must go," were some 
of the slogans. 

Protests have been going on since 
May 16 against DeMatteis construc
tion company, which has refused to 
hire Asians. 

The actions, called by Asian Ameri-
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cans For Equal Employment 
(AAFEE), have drawn broad sup
port. Marchers on May 31 included 
50 Asian-American students from 
nearby Seward Park High School, a 
contingent of 40 construction workers 
from the Bronx Black and Puerto Ri
can Coalition, and members of the 
Chinese Golden Age Club. 

On other days women and children 
workers from Chinatown's notorious 
garment-district sweatshops havecome 
out on their lunch breaks to join the 
pickets. 

The protests have suffered frequent 
police harassment, including more 
than 50 arrests in the last two weeks. 

AAFEE spokesman Takashi Yana
gida said the demands of the protests 

were for the immediate hiring of 40 
Asian-American workers, for 25 per
cent of all workers at Confucius Plaza 
to be Asian-Americans, and for hiring 
an Asian-American investigator to 
monitor hiring practices at Confucius 
Plaza and other sites. 

Rebecca Finch, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for U. S. Senate from 
NeW York, participated in the picket 
line. In pledging the SWP' s support to 
the action of the demonstrators, Finch 
said, "DeMatteis and the powerful con
struction industry have ignored the 
needs of the Black, Puerto Rican, and 
Chinese communities for too long. We 
join with AAFEE and the Asian com
munity in demanding that DeMatteis 
end his racist employment policies." 
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'The wrong_geogle are in grison' 

Socialist campaigns in Los Angeles jails 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
LOS ANGELES- Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Los Angeles Coun
ty sheriff Manuel "Tank" Barrera 
made a fact-finding tour of three 
<:O unty j ail facilities recently. 

He and campaign supporters spoke 
with hundreds of prisoners and dis
tributed campaign material and copies 
of The Militant. 

Behind the public relations facade 
of the jails, Barrera found that pris
oners, many of whom have not been 
convicted of any crime, enjoy no 
rights that their jailers cannot take 
away at will. 'f!ley are subjected to 
dehumanizing conditions and racial 
discrimination. 

Incumbent sheriff Peter Pitchess 
grudgingly granted Barrera the right 
to tour the jails in a sarcastic letter 
in which he implied that a Chicano 
activist was too stupid to be sheriff. 

The reaction of the prisoners to Ba
rrera was quite different. During his 
"guided tour" through cellblocks and 
work areas, the socialist candidate 
told prisoners he was for abolishing 

Militant/Harry Ring 

'Tank' Barrera, SWP candidate for los 
Angeles County sheriff. 

the jail system and its root cause, 
capitalism. "Nixon, Agnew, Pitchess, 
and the oil monopolies are the crim
inals," Barrera said. "The wrong peo
ple are in prison." 

Omari Musa, SWP candidate for 
U.S. Congress from the 28th C.D., 
accompanied Barrera to the central 
jail. Of the 3,000 men held there, only 
about aoo have been convicted and 
sentenced. About 60 percent of the 
prisoners are Black or Chicano, a 
much higher proportion than in the 
area's population. 

As we walked down one cellblock, 
a prisoner yelled out, "Don't believe 
anything the guards tell you." That 
turned out to be very good advice. 

In the kitchen, we questioned the 
prison "dietician" about food prepara
tion for Black Muslims, whose reli
gion forbids them to eat pork. There 
are a substantial number of Muslims 
in the jail. He replied that separate 
meals are not served, but that offi
cials "try to keep the pork down." 

Later, I talked with some Muslims 
and found this to be untrue. At least 
three times a week, they said, pork 
is served two or three times a day. 
It is mixed in with the rest of the 
food and cannot be separated out. 

The prison provides special offices 
for Protestant and Catholic chaplains, 
who conduct services and distribute 
religious literature. But no such fa
cilities are available to the Muslims. 

Officials told us that there is no 
censorship in the prison. But prison
ers reported that literature is regularly 
confiscated. 

The so-called recreation facilities 
consist of some weight-lifting equip
ment and one basketball court-for 
300 men! The other 2, 700 prisoners 
in the central jail do not even get to 
see the light of day, let alone exercise. 

Everywhere the candidates went, 
prisoners gathered around to see what 
was happening. They were anxious to 
see The Militant and the International 
Socialist Review. 

Laura Moorhead, SWP candidate for 
state attorney general, accompanied 
Barrera and Musa on the second day 
of the tour to the women's prison, the 
Sybil Brand Institute. Here, the so
cialist candidates found the regimen
tation to be even more strict than for 
the men. 

All women prisoners are forced to 
work. They do the laundry and sew 
the uniforms for the entire prison sys
tem. Even in prison, this drudgery 
is ''women's work." 

Anyone who .questions an order of 
the guards or even looks sideways in 
the lunch line is subject to disciplinary 
action. 

Even under these conditions, Barrera 
related, the women were very interested 
in what socialists had to say. As the 
word got around in the sewing room 
that these were socialist candidates, 
about 40 women left their machines 
and crowded around, even though, as 
one of them said, "I'll probably get 
a 'demerit' for talking to you." 

Barrera also visited the Wayside 
Honor Farm, supposedly a model of 
prison reform. 

This is a "minimum security" jail 
where prisoners come to be "rehabili
tated" by learning how to milk cows 
and repair automobiles. They are vir
tually indentured servants. 

As everywhere else in the county 
jails, all labor performed by prisoners 
is completely unpaid. For every month 
worked, a prisoner gets five days 
knocked off the sentence. For every 
month of "good behavior," another 
five days are taken off. 

During the socialist candidates' 
tour of Los Angeles County pris
ons, many prisoners expressed 
interest in receiving The Militant. 
Supporters of The Militant have 
set up a special Prisoner Subscrip
tion Fund to make it possible for 
us to send complimentary or re
duced-rate subscriptions to prison
ers who can't pay for them. Read
ers are encouraged to help out 
by sending contributions to Mili
tant Prisoner Fund, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

To show how "sensitive" they are to 
prisoners' needs, prison officials point 
to the Black and Chicano culture class
es taught at Wayside. They are all 
taught by whites! 

In spite of the reform image of Way
side, conditions are miserable. The 
prisoners are housed in huge, dirty 
baracks with more than 100 cots in 
one room. Prisoners were no less bit
ter about the injustices of the prison 
system for being in a "model" prison. 

One Black prisoner in the central 
jail who had seen 32 months of ac
tive duty in Vietnam summed up his 
bitterness this way: We may be in 
jail, he said, but we should still be 
treated like human beings. "We're still 
people." 

Death penalty: Tool to terrorize the oppressed' 
The following is based on a speech 
by B.R. Washington, Michigan So
cialist Workers Party candidate for 
attorney general, at a May 10 de
bate on capital punishment spon
sored by the Detroit Militant Forum. 
Washington debated the Reverend Ray 
Shoulders, director of the Northwest 
Black Businessmen's Association and 
a supporter of restoring the death pen
alty in Michigan. Shoulders is a lead
er of the petitioning drive under way 
to place the issue of capital punish
ment on the state ballot in November. 

Capital punishment is nothing more 
than a tool used to terrorize the poor 
and oppressed, especially Black peo
ple, in this country. 

Look at the figures. Since 1930, 
there have been nearly 4,000 execu
tions in the U.S. More than 50 per
cent of the.;e killed were Black. Of 
455 people executed for rape convic
tions in the South, 405 were Black. 
And these figures don't include any 
of the Black people unofficially exe
cuted in their jail cells by prison 
guards or shot down in the streets. 

In North Carolina today, wherecap
ital punishment has been put back 
on the books, 27 people currently face 
the death sentence. Twenty-two are 
Blacks, ranging from a 1 7 -year-old 
male to a 52-year-old woman. 

If we trace the historical roots of the 
death penalty in this country, we see 
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how it was used in the South in par
ticular to protect the institution of slav
ery. In North Carolina until 1837, 
for example, you could be executed 
for slave stealing, concealing a slave, 
or talking to a free mulatto, as well 
as for murder. 

Throughout the history of this coun
try, capital punishment has been used 
to defend the interests of big business
men and bankers, to keep workers, 
Blacks, and other oppressed nation
alities in their place. 

In the nineteenth century, for exam
ple, to combat the wave of militant 
struggles by railroad workers in the 
Midwest, Congress passed a law call
ing for the death penalty for anyone 
convicted of wrecking a train. 

Today, the death penalty is still used 
to intimidate fighters for social change 
and to crush movements seeking to 
end exploitation in this society. 

Blacks and other poor people are 
falsely accused of crimes, railroaded 
to prison, and some, such as George 
Jackson, even murdered there. At the 
same time, mass murderers like Lieu
tenant William Calley, who slaughtered 
Vietnamese people "for God and coun
try," get off with light sentences and 
executive-style treatment at the presi
dent's request. 

Who ever heard of a cop getting the 
death penalty for gunning down some 
innocent Black person? 

No rich person ever goes to the 

chair. The double standard of Ameri
can justice is even more glaring when 
you look at the Watergate crimes. 
Even the convicted W atergaters in 
most cases are getting off with a few 
weeks or months in prison, while thou
sands of Blacks and Chicanos rot 
in jail for months just waiting to go 
to trial. 

The capitalists who rob billions of 
dollars from working people, and the 
Democratic and Republican politicians 
who vote for others to die in impe
rialist wars, are walking around free. 
The real criminals are the people run· 
ning this country! 

We are told that capital punishment 
will be a deterrent to crime. But the 
cause of the high crime rate in our 
communities is the poverty and de
spair bred by this racist, capitalist 
system. For those who say they want 
to crack down on crime, let them be
gin by cracking down on the gangs 
of cops in our communities, let them 
end the crimes of unemployment and 
low-paying jobs meted out to Black 
people. 

The promise that capital punishment 
will end crime is like the promise that 
the STRESS police unit (a Detroit 
plainclothes unit) would stop crime 
in the Black community. Instead, 
STRESS was used to shoot down and 
terrorize Black people in Detroit. This 
unit became so hated by Black peo
ple that the police finally had to 

abolish it. 
We cannot rely on the corrupt, racist 

police to safeguard our lives. Just the 
opposite. We need to remove the police 
from the Black communities and re
place them with a force selected and 
controlled by Black people. 

Only when we have rid this society 
of rule by the tiny minority of the 
wealthy will we be able to erase the 
injustices and degradation that are 
the real cause of crime. 

B.R. WASHINGTON: 'Who ever heard 
of a cop getting the death penalty for 
gunning down some innocent Black per
son?' 



How Pennsylvania campaign 'reform' law 
threatens rights of independent candidates 
By ROBERTA SCHERR 
PHILADELPHIA- In Pennsylvania, 
as around the country, the Democrats 
and Republicans are going all-out for 
election campaign "reform." 

Now that Watergate has exposed a 
tiny fraction of the corruption of their 
brand of politics, these crooks are 
anxious to convince the American peo
ple that a few "reforms" can patch up 
the system and make it honest and 
trustworthy. 

Leading the parade is my Demo
cratic Party opponent, Governor Mil
ton Shapp, who calls for a "potent, 
stringent, and comprehensive reform." 
He claims his program will establish 
"the highest standards of conduct in 
order to restore faith in our democratic 
process." 

These "reform" measures are a fraud. 
Their real purpose is to reinforce the 
political stranglehold of the Demo
cratic and Republican parties. Their 
real victims will be smaller parties 
like the Socialist Workers Party, and 

Roberta Scherr is 
Party candidate for governor of Pennsyl
vania. 

such others as trade unions and Black 
organizations, whose interests lie in 
taking political action in opposition 
to the capitalist parties. 

The bill passed in the Pennsylvania 
general assembly, like most of the 
"reform" measures around the country, 
requires financial disclosures during 
the campaign period. 

This will pose no obstacle to the 
Democrats and Republicans. Nodoubt 
their legal staffs are already working 
overtime figuring out how loopholes 
in the law will enable them to collect 
large sums of money without reporting 
it This might be done through "laun
dered" contributions, phony campaign 
committees, or many other tricks at 
which the Democrats and Republicans 
are past masters. 

For the SWP and our supporters, 
however, the disclosure laws represent 
a serious attack on civil liberties. Mem
bers and supporters of the SWP are 
systematically harassed by the FBI 
and other government agencies. We 
have been fired from our jobs, evicted 
from our homes, arrested on phony 
charges, spied on, and burglarized. 

We have filed suit against the gov
ernment, documenting many such il
legal attacks and demanding that they 
be halted. The FBI has responded 
by claiming, in effect, the right to 
violate our rights whenever it sees 
fit, on the grounds that the SWP is 
a danger to "national security." 

Demanding that we turn over names 
of campaign contributors so that they, 
too, can be harassed is a clear at
tempt to intimidate people from sup
porting our campaigns. 

In addition, the sheer volume of 
bookkeeping and paperwork required 
to compile these financial reports im
poses a major burden on us. 

The ambiguities and contradictions 

Socialist ballot drive 

in the law, and the hundreds of ways 
in which it is possible to inadvertently 
make an error, create a situation in 
which the government can engage in 
selective prosecution to victimize us 
or others on the White House "enemies 
list" 

One of the biggest swindles in the 
election "reform" package is public fi
nancing of elections. But the only thing 
the federal and state measures will ac
complish is to funnel millions of tax 
dollars from American working people 
into the campaign chests of the cap
italist candidates. 

While taxpayers can supposedly con
tribute to the party of their choice, 
the "choices" exclude all smaller parties 
and independent candidates. 

For example, in New Jersey, where 
such a law has already been passed, 
the only parties to receive public fi
nancing will be those that first raise 
$40,000. They will be paid $2 for 
every $1 they raise over the $40,000 
mark. 

Can you guess how many parties 
can meet this requirement? Right
only the Democrats and Republicans. 

Moreover, the enforcement of all 
these "reforms" will h,e in the hands of 
the election .commissions around the 
country, all of which are handpicked 
by the Democratic and Republican ma
chines. 

If Milton Shapp is really concerned 
about making the elections more 
democratic, he should start by pro
posing to knock down the law that 
requires the SWP to collect 44,000 
signatures on nominating petitionsjust 
to get on the ballot in this state. 

He should oppose the undemocratic 
age requirements that bar young peo
ple from running in Pennsylvania elec
tions. And he should agree to debate 
me so that the people of Pennsylvania 

Campaign 'reform' is really aimed 
against independent political action by 
trade unionists, Blacks, and socialists. 

can hear the alternatives open to them 
in this election. 

The real source of corruption in 
politics is not bad individuals or in
adequate laws. It is the system itself 
that is corrupt- a system in which 
the rich minority rules over the work
ing people, the vast majority. 

Both the Democratic and Republican 
parties are dedicated to upholding this 
system, and their class loyalties can't 
be "reformed." To do away with this 
corruption, working people need our 
own political party, a labor party 
based on the trade unions. 

Such a party could wage a f~ght 
against the capitalist parties, and aim 
to establish a workers government to 
build a socialist and genuinely demo
cratic society. 

Petitioning victories celebrated in Texas, Mass. 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
Socialist Workers Party campaign sup
porters in Texas and Massachusetts 
are celebrating the successful comple
tion of their petitioning drives, which 
brought in a combined total of more 
than 110,000 signatures to place SWP 
candidates on the November ballot. 

In Texas, petitioners collected 55,-
178 signatures in less than two weeks. 
The state requires 34,095 valid sig
natures. 

"We went way over our goal of 50.-
000," commented Jean Savage, SWP 
state campaign director. "The speed 
with which we collected the signatures 
is in large part attributable to the 
increased political consciousness cre
ated by Watergate. A lot of people 
are willing to help put a party on the 
ballot that presents itself as a clear al
ternative to the Democrats and Re
publicans. 

"There is also a growing concern 
over inflation and the total inability 
of either capitalist party to pose any 
solution," Savage said. 

Special full-time teams of volun
teers played a major role in the rapid 
completion of Texas petitioning. These 
teams brought in 32,410 of the sig
natures. The Dallas team collected 7,-
734; the San Antonio team, 8, 518; 
and the Austin team, 5, 300. The top 
team in the state was the Houston 
team, which turned in 10,858. 

Bill Rayson, SWP candidate for land 
comm1sswner, was the leading peti
tioner in the state, with 3,401 sig
natures. 
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The attention of SWP campaign sup
porters in Texas is now shifting to 
the difficult and time-consuming task 
of processing the signatures for filing. 
This involves finding the precinct num
ber for each of the 55,178 signatures 
and from that, going to another 
source to loo~ up the voter registra
tion number for each signer. 

Campaign supporters will celebrate 
the end of the paper work with a June 
15 party at the home of Gertrude 
Barnstone, a former member of the 
Houston school board and a support
er of the SWP's right to be on the 
ballot. 

Fred Halstead, SWP candidate for 
president in 1968, will speak at the 
party, along with Sherry Smith, Texas 
socialist candidate for. governor. 

On June 12 and 13, Halstead will 
give two lectures on the history of the 
antiwar movement. On June 14 he will 
speak on "Nixon, My Favorite Enemy," 
a talk about the meaning of Water
gate. 

Massachusetts petitioners held a bal
lot victory celebration June 1 in Bos
ton. One hundred and fifty people at
tended to hear Peter Camejo, a mem
ber of the SWP national committee, 
Jeannette Tracy Bliss, SWP candidate 
in the 9th Congressional District in 
Massachusetts, and others. More than 
$1,300 was collected to help cover the 
cost of the petitioning and the paper 
work that now follows. 

Special greetings were presented at 
the meeting from Fawaz Turki, Pales
tinian author of The Disinherited; 

Texas petitioners collected 55,000 signa
tures in less than two weeks. 

the United Community Construction 
Workers, a group of Black workers 
fighting racism in the building trades; 
and the Irish Republican Clubs of 
Boston. 

Campaign supporters in Boston 
have collected 53,495 signatures for 
the statewide slate and another 9,000 
for congressional candidates Bliss and 
Randy Dolph, who is running in the 
8th C.D. The law requires 37,360 to 
place SWP gubernatorial candidate 

Donald Gurewitz and the rest of the 
statewide slate on the ballot. 

The highest petitioner in Massachu~ 
setts was Chris Giordana, who col
lected 2,849. 

Missouri petitioners report the same 
good response from people who are 
fed up with Watergate. In the first 
eight days, campaign supporters col
lected 1 5, 16 5 toward their goal of 
25,000. Several off-duty Gls have 
helped in the drive. 

"Many people have heard of our 
senatorial candidate, Barbara Mut
nick, because of the extensive news 
coverage when she was fired from 
her job for running as a socialist 
candidate," notes ballot coordinator 
Liz J ayko. Mutnick is running for 
the seat currently held by Democrat 
Thomas Eagleton. 

Pennsylvania petitioners have also 
met many people who have already 
heard of Roberta Scherr, SWP can
didate for governor in that state. "Fre
quently our petitioners are asked, 'Are 
you collecting signatures for thatwom
an who's running for governor?'" re
ports Duncan Williams, Philadelphia 
campaign director. More than 10,000 
signatures have been turned in by 
Philadelphia supporters from one eve
ning and one Saturday mobilization. 
A special team of full-time volunteer 
petitioners in Philadelphia has collected 
another 4, 500. 

Pennsylvania socialists held a news 
conference announcing their ballot 

Continued on page 22 
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'Industrial Peace !I report attacks right to strike 
By FRANK LOVELL 
Last year Nixon created the National 
Commission for Industrial Peace, a 
group of industrialists and union of
ficials whose purpose is to study ways 
of eliminating strikes. In May the com
mission submitted its final report to 
the White House. 

David Cole, an experienced "labor 
mediator" and an "impartial umpire" 
under the AFL-CIO internal disputes 
plan since its inception in 1962, served 
as chairman of the industrial peace 
commission. 

The industrialists represented steel, 
auto, construction, and other blocs of 
invested capital. For the unions Nixon 
picked AFL-CIO President George 
Meany, Leonard Woodcock oftheAuto 
Workers, Frank .Fitzsimmons of the 
Teamsters, I.W. Abel of the Steelwork
ers, and Paul Hall of the Seafarers. 

This collection from among the na
tion's most adroit and successful con
nivers worked ·a year to figure out 
ways to end strikes and begin a new 
era of industrial peace. 

This was not an easy undertaking, 
nor a new one. Such efforts predate 
the organized labor movement. From 
the frrst, employer associations were 
formed to stamp out labor organiza
tions, which were judged to be "con
spiracies." 

When underpaid working men and 
women combined for the purpose of 
petitioning their employers for better 
wages, they were, by the nature of 
their relation to production, conspiring 
against the best interest of the boss. 
This could result in concerted action 
by the employees to stop working and 

. to discourage others from working for 
low wages. This is a strike. 

One of the most effective ways of 
preventing strikes was to outlaw them 
and smash by legal and extralegal 
means any organization of workers 
that dared call a strike. The employers 
have never abandoned this method. 
But they learned early in the struggle 
against the workers that more subtle 
means of weakening and eventually 
destroying unions are sometimes neces
sary. 

Soon after the formation of the Amer
ican Federation of Labor in 1886, 
the employers got together with Sam
uel Gompers, the first AFL president, 

National Commission for Industrial Peace recommends g1vmg union 
hand to curb strikes by denying membership right to vote on contracts. 

and ag_reed that workers and employ
ers have common interests and that 
strikes can only harm both sides. 

Gompers tried to get higher wages 
for skilled workers without striking 
by telling the employers they could 
well afford to pay a little more be
cause trained mechanics were only a 
small part of the work force and de
served better treatment than unskilled 
workers. Besides, the skilled workers 
were harder to find when needed and 
were organized, and if they were not 
paid better wages they would likely 
strike anyway, which they often did. 

One effect of no-strike efforts by Gom
pers and other craft unionists was to 
forestall the organization of unskilled 
workers and make it easier for the 
employers to break strikes, to smash 
some unions, and weaken others. 

It wasn't until 1935 that a few mem
bers of the old AFL executive council 
got convinced they would have to try 
and organize the unskilled workers 
in order to save their own feeble un
ion structure. But this bright idea hit 
them only because the unskilled work
ers were already beginning to organize 
on their own and had managed to call 

some effective strikes that tied up two 
cities- Minneapolis and San Francis
co .. 

This is how the movement to or
ganize the mass-production industries 
got started. Strikes marked the begin
ning of the CIO and the modern un
ion movement. 

Since the rise of the CIO, every ad
ministration, beginning with that of 
Franklin Roosevelt, has sought fed
eral legislation to curb strikes. The 
Taft-Hartley law was expressly de
signed for this purpose in 194 7, and 
has been used effectively ever since. 

Another law to curb the power of 
unions was adopted in 1959. This 
was the Labor-Management Reporting 
and Disclosure Act, commonly called 
the Landrum-Griffin Act. Its stated pur
pose was to bring the union hierarchy 
to heel and make corrupt union of
ficials subject to fines and imprison
ment for collusion with employers, 
graft, and theft of union funds. Not 
many of the habitually guilty have 
been prosecuted under this law, but 
some have been blackmailed by equal
ly corrupt government officials. 

The Landrum-Griffin Act has a pre-

amble, Title I, which was put in to 
make it look as if the law protects 
certain rights of union members. This 
is sometimes called "labor's bill of 
rights." It specifies the right of un
ion members to appeal decisions of 
their officials, to vote on wage agree
ments, and to appeal to the federal 
courts for "reasonable" remedies. 

This has put some restraints on the 
union officialdom, but not many. Un
ion members have gotten small satis
faction from the courts under Lan
drum -Griffin. 

Landrum-Griffin, however, became 
the target of Nixon's National Com
mission for Industrial Peace. Not the 
whole Act, only Title I. That's the 
part that is supposed to give union 
members some rights in their own 
organizations. 

_"It is argued that unions and their 
officers have been attacked in legal 
proceedings so many times that they 
have tended to become shy and not 
to exercise the leadership and general 
responsibility necessary in this contro
versial area, thus making it possible 
for minorities to impose their wills 
on majorities and for relatively small 
numbers of dissidents to prevent set
tlements and cause unwarranted tur
moil," says the commission's final re
port. 

This is what they came up with: 
a recommendation to give the union 
bureaucrats a free hand to curb strikes 
by depriving the union membership of 
the right to vote on wage agreements. 

The crew of union officials who 
served on the commission argued that 
they are more adept at the subtle art 
of strikebreaking than anyone else. 
But they forget that the employers 
still have the ultimate weapon-union 
busting. This can be more easily used 
after unions have been pacified by 
"voluntary" no-strike pledges and oth
er limitations on the inherent power 
of the union movement. 

Most of the problems between labor 
and management could easily be re
solved, the commission implied, if 
somehow a way could be found to get 
those unruly and disruptive workers 
in their proper place- which of course 
is on the job. What good is a worker 
who won't work for cheap wages? 

, 8,085 Militants sold in last week of drive 
J By ROSE OGDEN Free colonies now!"). · Militants to participants in the Afri- Local areas are now evaluating the 1 The Militants spring sales campaign Supporters report selling 8,085 can Liberation Day actions. progress of The Militants spring sales 

wound up with sales of the May 31 copies. Thirteen areas successfully met Both Central-East and West Side campaign in their cities. A future is-
issue (headlined "Africans demand: their goals. The total sold represents Los Angeles met their goals- total- sue of The Militant will assess this 

Militant seller 
convicted 

LOS ANGELES- Stu Singer, or
ganizer of the Socialist Workers 
Party's West Side branch, was con
victed May 29 in West Los Angeles 
municipal court of selling The Mili
tant without a license at Los An-
geles International Airport. Law
yers are preparing an appeal. 

Testimony by an airport official 
at the trial proved that the city of 
Los Angeles will not give licenses 
to sell newspapers, since one com
pany, Host International, has an 
exclusive contract for such sales. 
A Host official testified that he 
would not carry The Militant on 
newsstands because he thought it 
would be unprofitable. 

The judge's ruling denies the right 
to sell even on city sidewalks at the 
airport. 

The conviction carries a $25 fine 
and six months probation. 

18 

81 percent of the national target of ing 869 sold city-wide. This is the national effort to expand the influence-
10,000. This is quite good in light of fifth week in a row Central-East sup- of The Militant and discuss prospects 
the limited participation of those sup- porters achieved their goal, and they for summer sales. Readers interested 
porters in Texas, Massachusetts, and plan to continue to shoot for the 350 in selling The Militant in their cities 
Missouri who were involved in peti- target throughout the summer. should send in the coupon on page 23. 
tioning drives to place the Socialist 
Workers Party on the ballot. 

Supporters in Detroit lead the score
board with sales of 1,039 Militants. 
This is the fourteenth time during the 
18 weeks of the drive tha:-t Detroit 
has surpassed their goal! 

Sheila Ostrow, organizer of the De
troit Young Socialist Alliance, reports, 
"The struggle in Africa, the police at
tack. in Los Angeles, and the role of 
Black Democrats are very pertinent 
to the large Black population in De
troit. The Militants coverage of these 
issues made our sales easy." 

John Studer, organizer of the Port
land Socialist Workers Party, notes 
that 20 2 copies were sold in Port
land's Black community. Expansion 
of regular sales in the Black com
munity will be a focus of summer 
sales there. 

Supporters in various cities sold 450 

Sales scoreboard 
AREA 
Detroit 
Albany, N.Y. 
Louisville 
L.A. (Central-East) 
L.A. (West Side) 
Bellingham 
Philadelphia 
Portland 
Seattle 
Washington, D.C. 
Amarillo 
Ossining 
PiHsburgh 
Chicago 
Ann Arbor 
Atlanta 

GOAL 
450 
25 
25 

350 
350 
30 

400 
325 
425 
400 

5 
25 

375 
700 

35 
500 

SOLD 
LAST 

WEEK 
1,039 

50 
42 

466 
403 
32 

412 
333 
432 
402 

5 
25 

375 
639 

31 
426 

% 
231 
200 
168 
133 
115 
107 
103 
102 
102 
101 
100 
100 
100 
91 
89 
85 

Upper West Side (N.Y.) 475 390 
Athens, Ga. 
Lower Manhattan 
Cleveland 
Brooklyn 
Oakland/Berkeley 
Twin Cities 
San Diego 
Logan 
Denver 
Bloomington 
Tucson 
San Francisco 
Houston 
St. Louis 
Boston 

TOTAL SOLD 
LAST WEEK 

35 
500 
350 
450 
800 
350 
325 
30 

450 
100 
50 

525 
500 
325 
700 

28 
378 
246 
305 
544 
209 
193 

16 
195 
40 
20 

145 
105 
59 

100 

10,000 8,085 

82 
80 
76 
70 
68 
68 
60 
59 
53 
43 
40 
40 
28 
21 
18 
14 

81 
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Charges 'violate everY. constitutional QrinciQie' 

Attorney describes junta's show trial in Santiago 
[The following are major excerpts 

of an interview obtained by the United 
States Committee for Justice to Latin 
American Political Prisoners with Mar- . 
tin Garbus of the New York City Bar 
Association. As part of the Lawyers 
Committee for Chile, Garbus recently 
traveled to Santiago, where he ob
served the junta's show trial of sixty
seven air force and civilian person
nel on charges of conspiracy. The 
entire interview will appear in the July
August 1974 issue of the USLA Re
porter.] 

Question. Can you explain why, in 
your opinion, the military junta set 
up these open trials? 

Answer. I see the trials as an at
tempt, on the part of the junta, to 
establish a basis of legitimacy, to 
show that due process is being fol
lowed and that people are being 
treated fairly. 

To some extent, the junta got a 
good deal of political mileage out of 
our being there, because then they 
were able to report to the world that 
they were so confident of their pro
cedures, they could open the trials 
and . allow people such as ourselves 
to come down and observe them. I 
think they have made a calculated 
decision that whatever we have to say 
about them when we get back will 
not cut into the good effect the junta 
has had by saying that the trials are 
open. 

The open trials and Kissinger's up
coming trip to Chile are, together, the 
cornerstones of the junta's claim of 
legitimacy. 

Philadelphia, May 11 

Q. Can you describe the atmosphere 
of the trials? 

A The experience of observing the 
trials was remarkable. Each morning, 
as our car approached within 250 
feet of the air force academy where 
they were being held, we were stopped 
by four soldiers dressed in fatigues, 
with machine guns over their shoul
ders, fingers on the triggers. After they 
checked our credentials, we walked 
down the road to the academy between 
lines of soldiers- seeing more sol
diers, tense and armed, behind em
bankments, trees, and bushes, watch
ing us and everything that might be 
moving toward the academy. 

At the academy entrance we passed 
another checkpoint, a dozen more sol
diers, and then were led to a small 
gatehouse where we emptied our pock
ets, took off our jackets, and were 
given a finger search on each part 
of our bodies. 

The government presents its case 
without live witnesses. The prosecu
tor relies solely upon the confessions 
of the defendants to prove his case. 
In cases where the penalties are twen
ty and thirty years, it sometimes takes 
the junta twenty minutes to present 
its case. Before the trials were opened, 
the military tribunal felt that by sit
ting four hours a day, the sixty-seven 
trials could be finished in a week to 
ten days. However,' it now appears 
it can't be done that quickly. 

Q. Do the lawyers who are defend
ing the sixty-seven people on trial 
have leftist leanings? 

A The leftist lawyers have either 
left the country or are too afraid to 
take these kinds of cases, and with 
very good reason. All of the defen
dants originally had great difficulty 
in obtaining lawyers. Nearly all of 
their present attorneys are from the 
right or center, originally supporters 
of the junta, and former opponents 
of Allende. 

Q. We understand you were able 
to meet with representatives of the 
junta. 

A Yes. They tried to assure us that 
elections would come back, and that 
they had no plans of turning Chile 
into a military dictatorship. They said 
they felt that Chile would be ready 
for elections in five to ten years. 

Q. The junta has recently termed 
reports that Chilean prisoners have 
been tortured "a grave distortion of 
reality." Did you see any evidence of 
torture when you were in Chile? 

A I did not see any torture. Of 
course, they would not allow me to 
see that. But I spoke to many people 

who had been tortured, and the com
pilations that have been put together 
-such as the one by the International 
Commission of Jurists- are, to the 
best of my knowledge, accurate. 

Q. Have any of the lawyers for the 
defendants attempted to raise evidence 
on torture in Chile as part of their 
cases? 

A Yes. There are two lawyers we 
should talk about. At the end of the 
first day, one of the lawyers told the 
press that he thought hew as going to 
raise the issue of torture- he called 
it maltreatment He was told by a 
judge of the military tribunal, who 
overheard him, that if this were done, 
he would be arrested for treason. He 
hasn't raised the issue. 

Another lawyer raised the issue of 
the constitutionality of the court, the 
legitimacy of the junta to suspend the 
courts and then try people. That law
yer was immediately removed from 
the case, and is now in the process 
of being disbarred. What happened 
to him, no one knows. 

Some of the lawyers who feel that 
ultimately they are going to have to 
raise issues that will displease the re
gime are thinking of sending their 
wives and children out of the country. 

Q. Each of the defendants on trial 
has signed a confession. What do these 
confessions admit? 

A With respect to the confessions, 
there is one thing I ought to point 
out. These defendants are being 
charged with having supported the 
Allende regime prior to September 11, 
197 3. The military junta's theory is 
that after 1970, the Allende govern
ment acted illegally, that it wasn't fol
lowing the rule of law. So anything 
that was done by people in support 
of the Allende government, from 1970 
to 1973, was illegal. When speeches 
were made by the various defendants 
saying "I support the Allende govern
ment," or "Let's do this; let's do that," 
these acts-which were perfectly legal 
at the time, and in fact were part 
of the democratic process- are now 
characterized by the junta as evidence 
of treason! One of the remarkable 
things about the confessions is that, 
by · and large, they are true. These 
people did say these things and did 
do those things. 

There's another factor involved. 
Early in 1973, people in the Allen
de regime began to become concerned 
about a coup, and, in fact, there was 
a small coup prior to September 11. 
What you had in the Allende regime 
was people talking about how to stop 
a coup. Those people who tried to 
defend the government from a coup 
are defendants in this case, on the 
grounds that they were seeking to per
petuate an illegal regime. This may 
be hard for you to grasp because it's 

Continued on following page 
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... attorney describes Chile junta's show trial 
Continued from preceding page 
such nonsense. It's really an . Alice
in-Wonderland theory, and it vio
lates every constitutional principle that 
anyone could possibly be familiar 
with. 

Q. Has the Chilean press been re
porting on the trials? 

A The Chilean press is a totally 
controlled press. It does cover the 
trials. I could show you some of the 
clippings. They're pure propaganda. 
The prosecutor's allegations in the 
trial each day are interspersed with 
the front-page news in the press in 
order, it seems, to justify his claims 
in the trial. 

The second day of the trial, for 

/ 

example, the press carried annoqnce
ments of the arrests of thousands of 
"extremists" in the workers' quarters 
in Santiago. The third day, the gov
ernment announced that 10,000 "ex
tremists" were massing on the Argen
tine border, preparing to invade Chile. 
Then the story disappeared. Nothing 
more was ever heard of it. The fol
lowing day, there was a news story 
that those who had been confined on 
Dawson Island- a concentration camp 
in the south of Chile-had arms and 
were planning revolutionary acts. 
Those of us who are familiar with 
the security precautions at Dawson 
Island know, of course, that this 
would be impossible. So, the Chilean 
press is a very important tool, if you 
will, for the junta. 

Churches, iurists hit torture in Chile 
A new spate of documentation of 

abuses of Chilean dissidents was made 
public during the middle of May. 

Most important was the release in 
Mexico May 16 of the report of an 
interchurch group, the Committee of 
Cooperation for Peace in Chile; it con
tained evidence on hundreds of cases 
of torture since the military seized 
power eight months ago. Reporting 
on the documents, the May 17 New 
York Times quoted the committee as 
saying, "The tortures noted here are 
only those that leave no margin of 
doubt." 

Among the cases included were a 
number involving people who had 
been tortured to death, according to 
committee members. The evidence 
came from "traces on the victims' 
bodies, when there is an absence of 
any other cause" of death. 

"In one case," the report stated, "a 
seventeen-year-old minor under de
tention told a visitor about the mis
treatment he had received. Two days 

\.. 

later he was reported to have died 
while attempting to escape." 

This report served as the basis for 
the Catholic Church's statement last 
month criticizing the junta's viola
tions of human rights (see Interconti- . 
nenfnl Press, May 6, p. 539). 

Also on May 16, a three-member 
delegation of the International Com
mission of Jurists in Geneva issued a 
preliminary report on their ten-day 
visit to Chile. They stated that there 
are still 10,000 political prisoners in 
that country with no charges against 
them. 

"At times," the attorneys stated, they 
suffer mistreatment that "takes the 
form of severe torture exercised sys
tematically." 

Denunciations of torture and repres
sion by a lawyers' group in Paris 
were reported in the May 14 La 
Opinion, and a major article on the 
question was published in the May 13 
Wall Street Journal. 

Q. What about the international 
press? How have they treated the trials? 

A. A Swiss newsman who the jun
ta felt was not reporting the trials 
fairly disappeared for five days. No 
one knew where he was. The last time 
he was seen was at the Santiago air
port, leaving the country under mili
tary escort. 

The New York Times has two peo
ple covering South America. The 
Times people know that if they print 
stories that are critical of the govern
ment, they will get booted out. So, 
there's a kind of self-censorship that 
goes into these articles. I would say 
that by and large the coverage of 
the trials that you see in the Ameri
can and European press has nothing 
dishonest in it, but it has never told 
the full story. It has never related 
the trials in their entirety. It hasn't 
pointed out, for example, that even 
as these open trials are going on, 
there are thousands of closed trials 
going on in Santiago and through
out the country, where people are be
ing killed. 

Q. Were you able to visit Dawson 
Island and other prison camps? 

A. I have not visited Dawson Is
land. They wouldn't let anyone in 
-not even the Red Cross. I have 
not visited prison camps, only the 
jail in Santiago. The jail cells there 
are six feet by eight feet. They have 
men sleeping nose to nose. The cells 
were probably meant for two people. 

The sixty-seven defendants that we 
saw did not look terrible. They 
brought everybody in the first day 
and everybody looked nice and 
shiny. The torture had been a long 
time ago and everything they wore 
was freshly pressed. 

Q. Do you think the junta moved 
the prisoners in from Dawson Island 
to prepare them for trials where the 
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signs of torture would be unseen? 

A. Yes. Dawson Island has become 
synonymous with something like Bu
chenwald. It's the name that connotes 
something. I think they wanted to get 
rid of that image. Also they felt you 
can hold people for just so long. A 
lot of these people were arrested at 
the end of September- six or seven 
months now- and by and large with
out seeing lawyers or their families. 
At some point you've got to come to 
grips with that. 

Inflation, unemployment behind fall ofT rudeau gov't 
The Canadian government headed 

by Pierre Elliot Trudeau was defeated 
May 8 when it lost a no-confidence 
motion in the House of Commons over 
its proposed budget. 

The opposition Conservative party 
joined with the New Democratic (la
bor) party on a motion that defeated 
the Liberals by 137 to 123. A federal 
election has been called for July 8. 

The key issue in the Trudeau gov
ernment's downfall was inflation- the 
government's failure to stem prices, 
now rising at a rate of 10.4 percent 
a year. The NDP motion, without pro
posing any alternative, simply con
demned the government's "failure to 
apply any measures to help pensioners 
or others on fixed incomes, to deal 
with the housing crisis, and to remove 
the glaring inequalities of the tax sys
tem." 

In fact, the Conservatives favor the 
application of wage controls, while the 
NDP calls for "selective price controls" 
and a "two-price system" under which 
basic commodities would be sold at 
world-market prices abroad but at 
lower, subsidized prices in Canada. 

Trudeau has been prime minister 

since 1968, when as newly appointed 
leader of the Liberal party he was 
elected to office on a wave of per
sonal popularity that Canadians 
called "Trudeaumania." With 152 of 
the house's 264 seats, his government 
was the first since 1962 to have a clear 
parliamentary majority. But increas
ing unemployment, the continuing rise 
of Quebecois nationalism, and the gov
ernment's general inability to respond 
to the popular illusions about Tru
deau led to a decline in the govern
ment's support: In the October 1972 
election, the Liberals were once more 
reduced to a minority position in par
liament, and they continued to hang 
on to the government only with the 
support of the New Democrats, who 
held 31 seats. 

That informal coalition (although 
the NDP consistently voted with the 
government, it was never represented 
in the cabinet) lasted for a year and 
a half. But in recent months the al
liance came under increasing strain, 
as a series of labor struggles spurred 
by inflation put pressure on the trade
union-based NDP to break its links 
with the Liberals. 

The Canadian Trotskyists of the 
League for Socialist Action-Ligue So
cialiste Ouvriere, Canadian section of 
the Fourth International, will give crit
ical support to the NDP in this elec-

tion, calling for a vote for the NDP 
as an elementary expression of work
ing-class political action but giving no 
support to the Social Democratic par
ty's program. 

Inflation was key issue in fall of Trudeau. Here strikers in Montreal say: 'It's high 
time to catch up with the cost of living!' and 'We're through working for peanuts!' 



Peron's May Day rally 

continues attack on 

left-wing followers 
By Judy White 

The repercussions of Juan Peron's 
May Day attack on his youthful left
wing supporters are still rumbling in 
Argentina. 

The only political group that de
monstratively opposed attending Pe
ron's "Festival of Labor and Nation
al Unity" was the Partido Socialista 
de los Trabajadores (PST- Social
ist Workers party, a sympathizing or
ganization of the Fourth Internation
al). The April 24 issue of the PST's 
weekly Avanzada Socialista carried 
the headline 'We are not going to 
Plaza de Mayo" (site of Peron's rally). 
The editors explained: 

"The Peronist government will hold 
its rally at the Plaza de Mayo. Those 
present will include the [trade-union] 
bureaucracy, [Economics Minister] 
Gelbard, the JP [Juventud Peronista
Peronist Youth], the armed forces, and 
the church. Under the umbrella of 
this 'national unity' held by the pres
ident, the government wants to get the 
workers to support the Social Pact, 
the wage freeze, the firings resulting 
from the Law on Redundancy, and 
the repression at Villar- all policies 
that the old gorillas support Peron 
has the right to organize that rally 
to defend his policies and we think 
it would be an error and a provoca
tion to try to change the content of it 
The rally will be what Peron, [Min
ister of Labor] Otero, and the orga
nizers want it to be. But we have the 
right to say to the workers that they 
should not go and support that anti
worker line. We invite them to par
ticipate in the antibureaucratic, anti
boss, anti-imperialist, anticapitalist, 
socialist, and internationalist rally 
that the Partido Socialista de los Tra
bajadores is calling." 

The PS T-organized rally in Bue
nos Aires was held at the Plaza Flores 
on April 30. On the platform were 
worker activists from Villa Constitu
cion, Ledesma, Banco Nacion, and 
other unions that have been fighting 
Peron's policies on the job in recent 
weeks. Alongside them were leading 
members of the PST and a leader of 
the Chilean Partido Socialista Revolu-

cionario (Revolutionary Socialist par
ty, Chilean section of the Fourth Inter
national). 

The crowd included many delega
tions from high schools and colleges 
mobilized by the Juventud Socialista 
de Avanzada (Vanguard Socialist 
Youth). Messages of revolutionary 
solidarity from organizations in sev
eral Latin Ameri~an countries and the 
United States were read. 

The rally was in marked contrast 
to the Plaza de Mayo "Festival" or
ganized by the Peronists. On the gen
eral's platform were the leaders of 
various bourgeois parties. The crowd 
of 60,000 to 100,000 was made up 
of right-wing trade-union hacks, the 
JP and Montoneros, and individuals 
who had come on their own. Almost 
half the crowd was mobilized by the 
JP and Montoneros; the trade-union 
bureaucrats had made little effort to 
get workers to the rally. 

The JP and Montoneros had called 
on people to attend the Plaza de Mayo 
rally "in spite of the threats and intimi
dation" they had suffered because, they 
stated, it was necessary to be present 
where the masses were, to change the 
content of the rally, and to support 
"the process initiated May 25 [the day 
the Peronists took office in 1973], which 
is today menaced by a proimperialist 
gorilla offensive." 

They marched into the Plaza in for
mation, chanting, "What's going on, 
General? The national government is 
full of gorillJls," and "The union bu
reaucracy is going to be done away 
with." 

As Per6n crowned the Queen of La
bor, the youth shouted, "We don't want 
carnaval [Mardi Gras]; we want a 
popular assembly." 

There was only one speaker at the 
Plaza de Mayo rally- the general. He 
lauded the rightists as the ''backbone 
of our movement," and attacked the 
"beardless," "insolent," "stupid" youth 
for not approving "everything we have 
done" in the "twenty years of strug
gle" that he said the Peronist move
ment had waged. He also accused 
his young supporters of being "infil
trators who work from within ... the 
majority of whom are mercenaries in 
the service of foreign capital." 

Workers' meeting April 30 in Villa Constitucion, where rank-and-file unionists have 
been engaged in struggle against Peronist union bureaucracy. 
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Right-wing Per~~ists chase left Peronists at Peron's May Day rally 

As Per6n began his insults, 
the youth withdrew from the Plaza 
de Mayo, singing "The traitors re
main, the fighters leave." Their de
parture was accompanied by scat
tered confrontations with the police, 
who fired tear gas into the crowd 
and made some arrests. 

The PST, in the May 3 Avanzada 
Socialista, stated its opinion of the 
course taken by the Montoneros and 
the J uventud Peronista: "We believe 
that you cannot oppose the union bu
reaucrats meaningfully without de
nouncing the support that the Per6n 
regime gives the caste controlling the 
CGT [Confederaci6n General del Tra
baj o- General Confederation of La
bor] and the unions. The JP has done 
the opposite: They have sought 
a thousand explanations to try to 
show why the bureaucrats and traitors 
are in their posts. They have even 
gone so far as to say that it is due 
to the immaturity of the workers 
movement. To sum up, they have giv
en all arguments except the right one: 
that the bureaucrats are where they 
are principally because Per6n and 
his government support them, as they 
were supported before by the military 
dictatorship and still earlier by Fron
dizi." 

The statement continued, "Per6n has 
made it clear that he favors the bu
reaucracy he created twenty years ago. 
You are wrong to maintain that the 
bureaucracy has 'infiltrated' into the 
[workers] movement and that it has 
been sustained and has grown against 
the will of Per6n." 

The CGT bureaucracy understood 
the meaning of Per6n' s speech, La 
Naci6n indicated in its May 6 issue. 
The executive committee of the CGT, 
the bourgeois journal reported, 
showed a "marked reserve about form
ing judgments on the new stage 
opened for Peronism" resulting from 
the speech. However, the article went 
on, there was a general sentiment that 
the unions had gotten the go-ahead 
for a fight "if the insolent ones don't 
give in." 

For several days, there was stony 
silence from those who had been "criti
cal supporters" of the general since he 
took office in October 1973. The first 
break in the silence came from some 
Peronists in Havana May 10, as re
ported in La Opinion. Juan Carlos 
Dante Gullo, speaking for a delega
tion of JP leaders visiting Cuba, called 
for "the creation of a broad libera
tion front of all sectors opposing im
perialist domination of Argentina." He 
condemned "the rightist press for sug
gesting there had been a rupture be
tween the youthful crowd who with
drew from the May 1 rally and Pe
r6n." 

Then, on May 16, a press conference 

was held in Buenos Aires by the Mon
toneros and the JP. Mario Firmenich, 
the central leader of the Montoneros, 
read a document signed by the two 
groups. In it they complained that a 
dialogue with Per6n was not achieved 
because the general "does not permit 
anyone to ask him why the traitors 
of yesterday have now become the 
heroes of the homeland, and the go
rillas of yesterday have become the 
fervent Peronists we are told to respect 
today." The Montoneros and the JP 
reiterated their opposition to the Social 
Pact, but defended the foreign policy of 
the regime and advocated an unde
fined "popular and revolutionary. na
tionalism." 

It was widely rumored that the joint 
statement signaled a return of the 
Montoneros to guerrilla warfare, this 
time with the active participation of 
the JP. 

The most important sign that the 
general has not lost control of the 
bulk of the left wing of his movement, 
however, was the announcement of a 
new series of meetings between the JP 
and the JPA (Juventudes Politicas Ar
gentinas- Argentine Political Youth, 
the youth group of orthodox Peron
ism). The meetings were part of a 
"dialogue" between the regime and oth
er political parties interested in pro
moting "national unity." The "dia
logue" of May 22 involved the JP and 
Ricardo Balbin, the top leader of the 
bourgeois Union Civica Radical (UCR 
-Radical Civic Union). 
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British workers fight to defend living standards 
By Elizabeth Smith 

London 
"Scanlon Orders: Stop Britain Now," 

read the headline on the London 
Evening News on May 9, as strike 
instructions went out to 1,200,000 en
gineering workers. 

The national executive of the Amal
gamated Union of Engineering Work
ers (AUEW), headed by president 
Hugh Scanlon, voted to call its mem
bership out in protest at the seizure 
of its assets by the National Industrial 

Relations Court (NIRC). 
Almost immediately, the production 

of national newspapers ceased, the 
major car producers (Ford, British 
Leyland, and Triumph) shut down 
completely, and power plants lost pro
duction. 

The AUEW has forfeited over 
£200,000 in defying rulings of the 
NIRC. In the latest development, the 
court had ordered the A UEW's assets 
seized because the union had refused 
to pay the damages levied against 
it after a work stoppage at a small 
plant south of London seven months 
ago. 

The court's ruling was all the more 
outrageous in that the source of its 
authority, the Industrial Relations Act 
passed by the previous Conservative 
government, is due to be repealed 
soon and replaced by the Labour gov
ernment's "Trade Union and Labour 
Relations Bill," which has been drawn 
up with the participation and ap
proval of the Trades Union Con
gress (TUC). 

Labour MPs and ministers, furious 
at the court's decision against the 
AUEW, saw it, in the words of some, 
as a "last act -of provocation" by the 
NIRC's presiding judge, Sir John 
Donaldson. Renee Short, MP, a mem
ber of the Labour party's National 
Executive, said, "It is quite fantastic. 
The court wants to break the union, 
and the union and the labour move
ment will not stand for it " 

Just as the strike was beginning to 

In answer to the 'Guardian' 

take effect, however, the NIRC was 
approached by an anonymous donor 
offering to pay £65,000 to cover the 
fmes and damages levied against the 
union. Only twenty-four hours pre
viously, the court had rejected the 
same offer. This time it accepted, the 
union's assets were returned, and the 
strike was called off. 

Sir John Donaldson claimed that 
"the payment did not involve any sur
render of the court's authority." But 
the Economist commented that "whilst 
the law was eventually technically en
forced, [the court] had suffered yet 
another crushing moral defeat" 

The continuation, even though tem
porarily, of the Conservatives' Indus
trial Relations Act and incomes policy 
has brought wide layers of the la
bour movement into conflict with the 
minority Labour government 

Workers from the public and social 
service sector, with no tradition of 
trade-union militancy, are now mov
ing into opposition to the government 
to defend their standards of living 
and conditions of work. 

On April 29 virtually . all London 
schools closed as teachers walked out 
in support of their claim for an in
crease of £230 in their London Al
lowance, a salary adjustment to com
pensate for higher living costs in the 
London area. In the afternoon some 
20,000 persons, mainly young teach
ers, marched to parliament to lobby 
MPs. It was the largest demonstration 
ever held by teachers in Britain. 

J ~ning the teachers march were 
members of the National Association 
of Loca-l Government Officers (NAL
GO), who are also pressing for an in
creased London Allowance. Some of 
the more militant NALGO associa
tions are already taking action, despite 
appeals by Len Murray, the general 
secretary of the Trades Union Con
gress, to "give the Labour govern
ment a chance." 

Barbara Castle, former Labour 
minister for employment and now 
minister for health and social services, 
was besieged April 30 by a demon
stration of 1,500 nurses demanding 
an increase in their pay and better 
working conditions. On May 9, in 
what is said to be the first nurses strike 
in fifty years, nurses in one of Brit
ain's largest mental hospitals, at Hud
dersfield, left their wards for over an 
hour. Nurses throughout the country 
held meetings and demonstrations that 
day in support of their demands. 

As Murray's attitude and the 
AUEW's ending of its overtime ban 
indicate, the new Labour government 
has been relatively successful in its 
dealings with the TUC. Its food sub
sidies and a £10 million tax rebate 
to trade unions penalized by the pre
v1ous Conservative government, have 
been popular. Nevertheless, the last 
Labour government's attempt to 
shackle the unions with its "In Place 
of Strife" legislation remains fresh in 
the memories of many trade unionists. 

Why Mao sent 8 million youth to the countryside 
By les Evans 

Carl Davidson, writing in the May 
29 Maoist weekly Guardian, under
takes to refute my article in The Mili
tant of May 24, which explained how 
eight million young workers, students, 
and intellectuals have been deported to 
the Chinese countryside for their rad
ical opposition to bureaucratism in 
China. 

According to Davidson, no one is 
being persecuted but a handful of · 
young people, "primarily from the 
more privileged class backgrounds." 
Such youth, he alleges, became a prob
lem for the Chinese workers state be
cause under Mao's former colleague 
and head of state Liu Shao-ch'i, who 
was deposed in 1966, "the universities 
had become generators of a privileged 
elite." 

Davidson must have sensed that his 
defense of the Maoist line is weak, 
because he ignores the facts I pre
sented. Let us examine the facts. First, 
are the students dangerously petty
bourgeois and unreliable? 

Davidson writes as though the quota 
system in Chinese schools for promot
ing worker and peasant youth emerged 
only with the Cultural Revolution of 
1966-69. This is untrue. In 1958, Pe
king claimed that 48 percent of all 
college students were workers and 
peasants, while for middle schools 
(high schools) this figure reached 75.2 
percent. In 1962 the figure of 67 per
cent was given for colleges. 

What has been the result of the Cul
tural Revolution? The drastic cutbacks 

in higher education mean that even if 
all college students were from work
ing-class and peasant back-grounds, 
far fewer go to college today, after 
Mao's reforms, than was the case ten 
years ago. 

Second, Davidson never mentions 
how many youth have been sent to 
the countryside. The number is eight 
million! This figure was published by 
Peking itself in a December 22, 1973, 
dispatch by the official Hsinhua news 
agency. 

We should remember that before the 
Cultural Revolution there were never 
more than 800,000 college students in 
China and about 12.5 million middle
school students. When eight million 
youth are sent to the countryside, this 
is ten times the whole college popu
lation of China (which has been vast
ly reduced in recent years anyway) 
and comprises virtually the entire high 
school population of the urban areas. 
In other words, it includes youth who 
are overwhelmingly from working
class backgrounds. 

Furthermore, consider these facts in 
connection with Davidson's claims that 
the purpose of sending youth to the 
countryside is to place "their skills 
at the service of the monumental ef
fort to transform China's countryside." 
Davidson turns his back on the Lenin
ist position that industrialization, for 
which the expansion of education is 
an inescapable prerequisite, is the only 
road forward to raising the standard 
of living of the peasants. 

He never mentions the fact that col
lege graduations last year were only 
14 percent of what they were ten years 

ago. How have Mao's cutbacks in the 
education of worker-youth helped Chi
na toward industrialization? How have 
they aided mechanization of agricul
ture and freeing the peasants from 
rural drudgery? 

Even if it were true that the urban 
youth needed more hard work to in
oculate them against petty-bourgeois 
ideas, why choose to send them into 
the countryside to be "reeducated" by 
the peasantry rather than to the fac
tories to be taught by the industrial . 
workers? 

The working class, not the peas
antry, is the most reliable defender of 
the workers state. Why has Mao done 
everything in his power to keep the 
youth as far away from the workers 
as possible? Davidson not only re
fuses to answer this crucial question, 
he pretends not to have noticed that 
it was central to the article that he 
purports to reply to. 

Davidson also leaves out entirely 
the background of how the youth hap
pened to be sent to the countryside, 
which reveals Mao's real motive, a 
motive that has nothing whatever to 
do with the alleged elitism of the youth 
or the need to improve the lot of the 
peasantry. Wasn't it Mao himselfwho 
promoted the formation of the Red 
Guards, who called on the student 
youth to "make revolution" against 
the party headquarters in 1966? Da
vidson conveniently forgets this when 
he denounces the "elitism" of the youth. 

The truth is that Mao was trying 
to use the youth as a battering ram 
against rival privileged bureaucrats 

such as Liu Shao-ch'i. The supposed 
elitism of the worker-student youth of 
the cities was only "discovered" by 
Mao when the Red Guards threatened 
to turn against the privileged bureau
crats on Mao's side. 

The Red Guards, most of them high 
school students, were deported by the 
millions to the countryside- not to 
share the lot of the peasants but to 
be silenced, dispersed, sent to the most 
remote regions, and kept away from 
the industrial workers. 

Let me close by citing the testimony 
of Yeung Cheng, one of the revolu
tionary left-wing Red Guard leaders 
from Canton who escaped to exile in 
Hong Kong, where he remains an ac
tive revolutionary: 

"Eventually the Red Guards were 
totally suppressed by Mao, our or
ganisation was dissolved and banned, 
and we were told by the bureaucrats 
to go down to the villages and work 
there. The main reason that Mao sent 
the Red Guards to the farms and vil
lages was because he didn't want them 
to rise up again in the cities. And 
we were obliged to go to the villages 
because we couldn't find a living in 
the cities, b'ecause the government did
n't allow us to get a job in the city 
area .... 

"Actually we were very happy to ac
cept a hard life provided that life is 
worked for the people, for the benefit 
of all the people. But during the Cul
tural Revolution we saw that this sys
tem was no longer a system for the 
benefit of the people but only for the 
benefit of the bureaucrats." (Intercon
tinental Press, May 6, 197 4.) 



... demand investigation of Colo. explosions 
Continued from page 24 

An additional statement was made 
at the news conference by leaders of 
UMAS at the University of Colorado 
in both Boulder and Denver, the Chi
cano Law Students, the UMAS chap
ter at Metropolitan State College, and 
the Farm Labor Task Force at Colo
rado University in B.oulder. 

The students said the police explana
tions for the bombings "not only re
lieve the police of the need to investi
gate facts that tend to deflate their 
theory, but also give them the op
portunity to accuse, try, and convict 
our dead brothers and sisters, who 
can no longer defend themselves. 

"Additionally, the police seem to be 
using the hysteria created by their 
theory to obtain scores of search war
rants that are being used to harass 
and intimidate many innocent people." 

Police and press accounts of the two 
explosions leave many questions un
answered. 

For example, referring to the frrst 
explosion, Boulder Deputy Chief of 
Police Lowell Friesen told the Den
ver Post that the bomb had to be in 

SWPurges 
full inquiry 

The following statement was re
leased by Nora Danielson, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Colo
rado governor, and Jack Marsh,_ 
SWP candidate for U.S. Senatefrom 
Colorado. 

We pledge our full support to the 
demand for an investigation into 
the Boulder explosions that led to 
the tragic deaths of six people May 
27 and 29. 

In solidarity with the Chicano 
movement, we condemn the efforts 
of the .police and news media to 
suppress and distort the evidence 
surrounding the bombings. We de
mand that the Boulder and Denver 
police departments, the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation, and the 
FBI open their records to public 
scrutiny so that all can see what 
role government-inspired violence 
may have played in this latest inci
dent 

The police and FBI must be 
forced to reveal all their secret plans 
to harass, intimidate, and otherwise 
disrupt the struggles of Chicanos, 
Blacks, socialists, and others 
fighting for social justice. 

An independent commission of in
quiry is needed to bring out the 
facts in the Boulder explosions. The 
police and the news media have 
proven that they have no interest 
in seeing the truth come to light 

the passenger section of the car (there
by implying that it was being worked 
on at the time of the explosion) rather 
than under the hood (which could 
indicate a murder attempt), because 
of the direction in which the parts of 
the car were scattered around· the park. 

"The floor board went south, the 
seats went north, and the car doors 
went east and west," Friesen said. 

Had the bomb been on the front 
seat, however, the seat would have 
been exploded in the same direction 
as the floor board. The fact that they 
were exploded in the opposite direc
tion supports the view that the bomb 
may have been hidden between the 
seat and the floor board. 

Moreover, the two explosi\ons took 
place in public, well-traveled areas of 
Boulder. The first car to explode was 
parked under a street light in Boul
der's Chatauqua Park only 70 yards 
from a residential area. The second 
explosion occurred in a car parked 
in a lot of a Burger King in Boulder, 
on a busy street right near a liquor 
store. It is highly unlikely that the 
occupants of these cars would be at
tempting to assemble bombs in such 
public areas. 

No evidence has been put forward 
by the authorities to link any of the 
Chicano activist victims of the explo
sions to any terrorist activity. And 
the presence of· two people in the cars 
who were not even active in the Chi
cano movement casts further doubt 
on the theory that bombs were being 
prepared. 

The press-police attempt to explain 
these explosions is rightly greeted here 
with widespread skepticism. The stu
dent leaders at the May 31 news con
ference asked if these deaths might 
not be "part of the nationwide 
conspiracy documented by the [re
cently released COINTELPRO] FBI 
memos?" 

Corky Gonzales, in his statement, 
said, "we have reason to suspect that 
we are dealing with highly skilled kill
ers, who have access to the most tech
nical and sophisticated resources and 
materials. Their methods have been 
used in Vietnam, the Dominican Re
public, Cambodia, Africa, Asia, Chile, 
and across South America." 

These suspicions are justified by a 
long history here in which police have 
attempted to portray Chicano victims 
of murder and legal frame-ups as 
criminals. In many previous instances 
the suppression of evidence by auth
orities and a smear campaign by the 
media have been part of this pattern. 

The most obvious example of this is 
the March 17, 1973, police attack on 
the Escuela Tlatelolco, a school run 
by the Crusade for Justice, which re
sulted in the death of Luis "Junior" 
Martinez, a Crusade activist 

Bombed ruins of Crusade for Justice school after 1973 police assault. Many believe 
Boulder killings are part of pattern of government-inspired violence against Chicano 
movement. 

In the course of this attack an ex
plosion destroyed a dormitory of the 
school. While claiming that the de
struction of the dorm was a result of 
explosives kept by the Crusade and 
set off during the attack, authorities 
sent in a wrecking crew to remove all 
possible evidence that could be used by 
the Crusade to disprove this slander. 

Moreover, since the March 17 at
tack, more than 100 Raza Unida 
Party, Crusade, and other movement 
leaders and activists, including Ernes
to Vigil, John Haro, Gary Garrison, 
Francisco Martinez, Jose Calderon, 
and Mario Vasquez, have been framed 
up on various charges. The phony 
nature of these cases has been indi
cated by the fact that almost all those 
who have gone to trial have been 
acquitted. 

These facts indicate that what is in-

volved here is a campaign of harass
ment aimed at putting the Chicano · 
movement on the defensive and vic-,-~ 
timizing its leaders. j; 

A full investigation is needed to un-i:Z· 
cover all the facts and to expose any\'f 
links that may exist between this latest~ 
tragedy and previous government-tn-t 
spired attacks on the Chicano move-;];. 

1-
ment .. 

As a first step toward this, the Cru-~ 
sade for Justice and the Raza Uiiida,:Y 

'"'i: 

Party, along with other organizations/~ 
have urged support for ·a rally on ' . 
June 8 at Columbus (Raza) Park in . 
Denver, to memorialize the dead Chi- · 
canos. 

For more information and to send 
messages of solidarity, contact the 
Crusade for Justice, 1567 Downing 
St, Denver, Colo. 80218. Telephone: • 
(303) 222-0825. 

LA action protests bombings 

' 

LOS ANGELES-Chicanos here 
responded quickly to the Colo
rado killings. Nearly 150 people 
marched in protest in a picket line 
outside the federal courthouse here 
June 3. The demonstrators, most of 
them Chicano students and youth, 
shouted, "Seis companeros asesina
dos, jamas seran olvidados" (Six 
comrades assassinated, will never 
be forgotten), and other slogans. 

The picket had originally been 
called by the National Committee 
to Free Los Tres, to demand that 
all charges be dropped against the 
three Chicano antidrug activists 

framed up by the government But 
when word was received of the 
Colorado tragedy, the committee 
broadened the protest and sought 
the involvement of other movement 
organizations. 

Other sponsors included CASA, 
La Raza Unida Party, MECHA, 
La Vida Nueva, Socialist Workers 
Party, Young Socialist Alliance, 
and October League. 

Spanish-language radio and tele
vision covered the picket line, thus 
helping to break the otherwise total 
media blackout in Los Angeles of 
fue Colorado killings. 

Kate Millett aids defense effort for artists in Iran 
By MINA AZAD andJOHNVOTAVA 
Babak Z ahraie, national secretary of 
the Committee for Artistic and Intel
lectual Freedom in Iran (CAIFI), re
cently completed a West Coast tour 
to win support for victims of the 
shah's repression. 

The Iranian Student Association 
(ISA) at the University of Washing
ton in Seattle and at Portland State 
University sponsored meetings for 
Zahraie. While in the Northwest he 
also spoke at Seattle University and 
the Seattle Militant Forum. 

The University of Washington ISA 
pledged $200 to the work of CAIFI, 
and the Portland State chapter pledged 
the proceeds of their New Year's Eve 
banquet 

The Oregonian, Portland's largest 
daily, ran an article on the tour, head-
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lined "Iranian activist cites 'global 
Watergate.'" The newspaper went on 
to quote Zahraie as saying: "People 
know how President Nixon has op
erated here with the Watergate situa
tion, and the shah of Iran is just a 
part of an international Watergate. 

"It's not just bugging and spying 
in Iran, but executions and outright 
violations of democratic rights. 

"They're ruthless in Iran. What I 
want to accomplish is to bring this 
to public attention." 

On May 23 at the University of 
California at Berkeley, Kate Millett, 
noted feminist author, appeared with 
Zahraie to speak for CAlF I. A front
page article appeared the next day in 
the campus newspaper, the Daily 
Californian. It quoted Millett as cit
ing "the Shah of Iran's arbitrary sup-

pression and imprisonment of stu
dents, artists, writers, intellectuals and 
all others who oppose his despotic 
rule" as the reason for this defense 
effort 

"We are all poorer for the repres
sion of our fellow writers and intel
lectuals in Iran," Millett said. After 
the meeting, she became an endorser 
of CAIFI. 

Z ahraie' s talk centered on the long 
history of repression of democratic 
rights in Iran. Victims of this repres
sion include artists, intellectuals, po
litical dissidents, as well as members 
of national minorities, which make up 
60 percent of the country's population. 

Zahraie also pointed to the role of 
the U.S. government Since 1971, 
arms aid to Iran from Washington 
has totaled $4.5-billion. 

During the discussion after Zahraie's 
talk at the University of California, 
a handful of Iranian Maoists attacked 
CAIFI for its work in defense of Reza 
Baraheni, a well-known poet and lit
erary critic. The Maoists argued that 
only "Marxist-Leninists" should be de
fended from the shah's repressic ;1 

Their attack was aimed at disrupting 
the meeting as a whole, but they failed. 

In responding to the Maoists, Zah
raie explained the need to defend alC 
victims of the shah's terror, regard
less of their political views. This is JJ 
the most effective way, he said, tot~ 
secure democratic rights in Iran. { ~ 

To support the work of the com- · 
mittee, write to Committee to Defend 
Artistic and Intellectual Freedom in 
Iran, 309A Low Library, Columbia 
University, New York, N.Y. 10027. 
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In Review 
Leon Trotsky: against individual terrorism 
Against Individual Terrorism by Leon Trotsky. efficacy of terrorism has been debated by revo-
Pathfinder Press 410 West St New York lutionaries for more than a century, and that both 
N.Y. 100 14. 197 4. 50 cents. ., ' ~eoretical argum~nt and the cr~cial test of prac

tice have shown th1s course to be rmpotent. 

Israeli troops stormed into a school at Maalot 
;~ May 15, gunning down three Palestinian guer

rillas and, in all likelihood, most of the stu
dent hostages who were killed. Two days later, 
a small army of Los Angeles cops shot or burned 
to death six members of the Symbionese Libera
tion Army. 

The two murderous assaults symbolize the re
vival in recent years of groups advocating or 
practicing individual terrorism as a strategy for 

Pamphlets 
revolution, as well as the brutal response of the 
capitalist rulers. 

These groups have involved many young peo
ple around the world, motivated by hatred for 
injustice and determined to challenge the oppres
sors in a struggle for freedom. 

Tragically, their frustration, impatience with the 
slowness or weakness of the workers movement, 
and the lack of mass revolutionary parties to 
give leadership to their actions, have led them 
into the dead end of terrorism, with needless sac
rifice of the lives of dedicated and heroic revo-
1 utio naries. 

Most of them were probably unaware that the 

Especially rich in lessons is the long political 
struggle of the Russian Marxists against the ter
rorist organizations Narodnaya Volya (People's 
Will) and the Social Revolutionary Party, both 
of which had significant mass followings. 

Leon Trotsky wrote and spoke extensively on 
this subject from the earliest days of his revolu
tionary activity. This collection of his articles pro
vides one of the clearest explanations available 
of the Marxist position. 

Those who, like the SLA, impute all criticism 
of their ultraleft course to pacifism or personal 
cowardice should seriously consider Trotsky's ex
perience as organizer of the Bolshevik insurrec
tion in October 1917 and later as creator and 
head of the Red Army before so light-mindedly dis
missing his position. 

Such acts as assassinations of hated officials 
are futile, Trotsky argues, because "the capital
ist state does not base itself on government min
isters and cannot be eliminated with them. The 
classes it serves will always find new people .... " 

But, the terrorist might reply, the bomb I throw 
will set an example for the masses- it will spark 
them into action against the entire system. 

Just the contrary, Trotsky says: "In our eyes; 
individual terror is inadmissible precisely because 
it belittles the role of the masses in their own con
sciousness, reconciles them to their powerlessness, 
and turns their eyes and hopes toward a great 
avenger and liberator who some day will come 
and accomplish his mission." 

Today revolutionists have the task of convinc
ing a new generation of rebel youth that liberation 
and socialism will only be won through mass 
struggles of the workers and their allies, led by 
a revolutionary Marxist party, and not through 
isolated actions of small groups. 

We set about this task in the same spirit Trotsky 
eloquently voices in the final article in this pam
phlet. Titled "For Grynszpan," it concerns the as
sassination of a Nazi official in 1938 by Herschel 
Grynszpan. 

"In the moral sense, although not for his mode 
of action, Grynszpan may serve as an example 
for every young revolutionist," Trotsky writes. "Our 
open moral solidarity with Grynszpan gives us 
an added right to say to all the other would-be 
Grynszpans, to all those capable of self-sacrifice 
in the struggle against despotism and bestiality: 
Seek another road! Not the lone avenger but only 
a great revolutionary mass movement can free 
the oppressed, a movement that will leave no rem
nant of the entire structure of class exploitation, 

SlA's 'Tania.' Modern proponents of terrorism ignore 
historical evidence that their strategy is ineffective. 

national oppression and racial persecution. 
"The unprecedented crimes of fascism create a 

yearning for vengeance that is wholly justifiable. 
But so monstrous is the scope of their crimes, that 
this yearning cannot be satisfied by the assassi
nation of isolated fascist bureaucrats. For that 
it is necessary to set in motion millions, tens and 
hundreds of millions of the oppressed throughout 
the whole world and lead them in the assault upon 
the strongholds of the old society. Only the over
throw of all forms of slavery, only the complete 
destruction of fascism, only the people sitting in 
merciless judgment over the contemporary bandits 
and gangsters can provide real satisfaction to the 
indignation of the people. This is precisely the 
task that the Fourth International has set itself. 
It will cleanse the labor movement of the plague 
of Stalinism. It will rally in its ranks the heroic 
generation of the youth. It will cut a path to a 
worthier and more humane future." 

- GENE ANDERSON 

! ,. 

' Government deception: the politics of lying 
The Politics of Lying: Government Deception 
by David Wise. Random House. New York, 
1973. 415 pp. Cloth $8.95. 

The government has been lying to us for quite 
some time. 

Polls show that Americans no longer distrust 
campus radicals and Black militants, but rather 
government officials and corporate executives. By 
May 1971, a Gallup poll indicated that 69 per
cent of the public felt that the government's re
ports on the war in Vietnam were inadequate. 
The revelations surrounding Watergate have 
widened this credibility gap. 

In an episodic manner David Wise's The Poli
tics of Lying tells the reader what she or he al
ready knows- that this government is dependent 
on secrecy and deception. The Politics of Lying 
covers many important subjects. The author traces 
CIA involvement in Chile during the Allende gov
ernment, in Guatemala in 1954, and in Indonesia 
in 1957, among other places. He tells how Adlai 
Stevenson lied to the United Nations and the press 
about American involvement in the Bay of Pigs 

20 

invasion of Cuba. 
Wise is a political writer who has covered the 

White House scene extensively. From 1951 to 1966 
he was a Washington, D. C., correspondent for the 
New York Herald Tribune, and became bureau 
chief in 1963. He has some insight into the wheel
ings and dealings of the White House and the 
Pentagon. 

Wise uncovers much on the plot by the Justice 
Department under John Mitchell to extract informa
tion from Earl Caldwell, a New York Times 

Books 
reporter who had done a lot of research on the 
Black Panther Party. Wise places the blame for 
the throttling and manipulating of the mass media, 
and for deception and secrecy in general, equally 
on the Democrats and Republicans. 

For example, Wise writes of Lyndon Johnson's 
good "rapporf' with the media chiefs. Johnson 
could successfully request of NBC head Julian 
Goodman during the 1964 Democratic national 
convention not to "show so many Black faces." 

Johnson was frequently able to make "announce
ments" during prime TV time and would often 
release appropriate "secrets" to the press to com
bat the popularity of- certain political opponents. 

Although the book is at times humorous, the 
author includes an overabundance of trivia and 
petty intrigues. This approach avoids taking up 
the overall use of deception to protect a govern
ment that not only oppresses and exploits people 
here but is the central counterrevolutionary force 
in the world. Wise makes a good start at a discus
sion of the government's lies to the press over 
the Mylai massacre and the invasion of the Domini
can Republic. But the discussion on these topics 
is far outweighed by petty investigation into such 
things as Johnson's and Nixon's exaggerations 
about their childhood and ancestry. 

Much of the information in The Politics of Lying 
has already been used in Wise's previous books 
- The U-2 Affair and The Invisible Government. 
However, it does provide considerable data on a 
number of other aspects of government secrecy 
and deception that show the extent to which the 
capitalist class is prepared to go to maintain its 
power. -VAUGHN HOGIKYAN 



Officials mav. have wanted him dead 

Was SLA's 'Cinque' a police informer? 
By HARRY RING bionese Liberation Army. 
LOS ANGELES-At a news confer- But the committee has made avail-
ence held in San Francisco May 10, 
a warning was made that if it were 
up to the Los Angeles police depart
ment (LAPD) and certain other of
ficials, Donald (Cinque) DeFreeze, 
leader of the Symbionese Liberation 
Army group, would not be captured 
alive. 

The police shootou t in Los Angeles 
just one week later certainly gives cre
dence to the charge that was made. 
Watching the television coverage of 
that incredible police attack, it was ap
parent that no serious effort was made 
to capture the entrapped SLAers alive. 

It was asserted at the San Francisco 
news conference that DeFreeze had 
been an informer for several years for 
the Los Angeles police and for state 
prison officials. It was also asserted 
that revelations of such association 
with DeFreeze could prove so politi
cally embarrassing that these officials 
wanted him dead. 

It was further asserted that the 
LAPD and then Los Angeles district 
attorney Evelle Younger had inter
vened on nine occasions to keep De
Freeze out of prison and prevented 

Militant/Harry Ring 

Donald Freed of Citizens Research and 
Investigation Committee. 

his extradition to New Jersey and 
Ohio, where he faced charges includ
ing kidnapping. 

These charges were made at the San 
Francisco news conference by author 
Donald Freed and the Citizens Re
search and Investigation Committee 
(CRIC), for which Freed is a princi
pal spokesperson. 

Freed edited the book The Glass 
House Tapes, which is mainly about 
Louis Tackwood, who two years ago 
revealed himself as a Los Angeles 
police informer and provocateur in 
the Black liberation movement. 

CRIC was established at that time 
to check out Tackwood's story and 
make public his revelations and a~ 
cusations concerning the police. 

De freeze & LA cops 
CRIC has conducted an investiga

tion of the alleged relationship b~ 
tween DeFreeze and the LAPD and 
other agencies. It has made a num
ber of assertions concerning this re
lationship, for which it states it has 
corroborative evidence. It has called 
for a public investigation and declared. 
it is ready to turn its findings over 
to an independent investigative body. 

Without exammmg the evidence 
CRIC says it has gathered, it is im
possible to judge the substance of its 
assertion that the CIA and California 
police officials contributed directly or 
indirectly to the formation of the Sym-
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able sufficient documentary evidence 
to establish that on at least one oc
casion DeFreeze did act as an infor
mant for the LAPD. The record also 
poses a serious if as yet unanswered 
question on how he was able to avoid 
imprisonment for a number of years 
even though convicted on various oc
casions of charges that normally 
would bring heavy sentences. Each 
time he was arrested he was on pro
bation, and with each new conviction 
he was simply given an added period 
of probation. 

(It is worth noting that the New 
York Times, which has the resources 
to check out such matters, did run 
a story May 17 reporting the facts 
of DeFreeze's record of encounters 
with the Los Angeles police. While the 
Times did not credit CRIC, its report
ing confrrmed the findings made pub
lic by CRIC in this regard.) 

Both CRIC and the Times report 
that almost all of DeFreeze's arrests 
involved possession of weapons or 
bombs or both. 

Some of the fads 
These are some of the facts reported. 
DeFreeze was convicted in June 1967 

for possession of two bombs and a 
pistol. Although he already had a 
previous record, he was given three 
years probation. 

Six months later, in December 1967, 
DeFreeze was arrested on the com
plaint of a prostitute who charged, 
according to police, that he threatened 
her with a pistol and demanded 
money. 

The police said that when they ar
rested DeFreeze they found him in 
possession of several stolen weapons. 

According to the official account, 
DeFreeze escaped and was recaptured 
four days later. 

Then, police records state, DeFreeze 
led them to an accomplice, Ronald 
Coleman. At that time, police assert, 
they found a cache of 200 stolen weap
ons. 

The cop who arrested DeFreeze was 
Ronald Farwell, then assigned to a 
stationhouse in Watts. Subsequently 
he was assigned to the undercover 
Criminal Conspiracy Section of the 
LAPD. (Louis Tackwood alleged that 
he worked as an informer and pro
vocateur under Farwell's direction. 
Farwell is now assigned to the "Public 
Disorder Intelligence Unit," a spinoff 
of the Criminal Conspiracy Section.) 

Following this arrest, DeFreeze was 
jailed briefly, and psychiatric officials 
reportedly recommended he be impris
oned because a "fascination with fire
arms and explosives made him dan
gerous." 

DeFreeze was given an additional 
five years probation. 

Both CRIC and the New York Times 
report indicate that DeFreeze's sup
plying of information to the LAPD 
did not end with the Coleman arrest. 

In a May 10 statement responding 
to the CRIC news conference charges, 
Los Angeles Police Chief Edward 
Davis denied that DeFreeze had served 
as an informant for the department. 
The chief stated that "interviews with 
our investigative officers indicate that 
we did not use DeFreeze as an in
formant except when he volunteered 
in the '67 case." 

Unusual attitude 
Be that as it may, there certainly 

seemed to be an unusual official at
titude toward DeFreeze. 

During the period of 1968 to 1969, 
DeFreeze was picked up in the Los 
Angeles area three times on charges 

Donald 'Cinque' Defreeze during SLA 
bonk hoi dup. 

involving burglary, theft, and gun 
possession. There was no disposition 
of these charges. 

In May of 1969 DeFreeze was al
legedly involved in a kidnapping and 
extortion case in Newark, N.J. In 
October of that year in Cleveland he 
was captured on the roof of a bank 
building reportedly in possession of 
a burglar kit and various weapons, 
including a grenade. 

Cleveland officials released him on 
$5,000 bond and DeFreeze allegedly 
jumped bail, returning to California. 

A month later, Nov. 17, 1969, he 
was wounded in an exchange of gun
fire outside a Los Angeles Bank of 
America branch. He was convicted 
of having stolen a cashier's check and 
this time was sentenced to prison. Ac
cording to CRIC, he was sentenced 

to a term of five years to life and sent 
to Vacaville. 

It was there that he joined the Black 
Cultural Association and was per
mitted to develop his own program 
within the organization, called Uni
sight, for the purpose of studying the 
Black family. Prison visitors, in
cluding whites, were permitted to par
ticipate, and according to CRIC and 
the New York Times it was from this 
group that the SLA developed. 

In December 1972, DeFreeze was 
transferred to Soledad. After being 
there for three months, according to 
CRIC, he was given an unusual boiler 
attendant assignment in a minimum
security area of the prison. He escaped 
the first night on the job. 

A prison spokesman denied he was 
permitted to escape. 

Clearly there are many unanswered 
questions involved in the entire case. 
Police officials are contributing little 
to clear them up. In response to the 
allegations made by CRIC, LAPD 
Chief Davis, in addition to his some
what ambiguous denial that DeFreeze 
was an informer, chose to launch a 
smear attack on Donald Freed. 

"Donald Freed," Davis said, "was a 
founding father of the Friends of the 
Panthers and helped incite that group 
[the Panthers] in their violent revolu
tionary activities, which resulted in 
their arrest and prosecution in this city 
in 1969." 

Translated, that means Freed was 
active in a group that sought to rally 
support for the Panthers at a time 
when police across the country were 
carrying on a grim campaign to 
destroy them. 

Davis continued to respond with 
smears when the American Civil Lib
erties Union protested the police opera
tion in which the six SLAers died. 

Davis told reporters he had predicted 
that the Communist Party would 
charge the police with excessive con
duct, apparently assuming this would 
suffice to link the AC L U with com
munism in the public mind. 

Chief Davis apparently thinks he's 
still living in the 1950s. 

Father of slain SLAer demands 
investigation of cop attack 

LOS ANGELES-Dr. L.S. Wolfe, 
father of slain SLA member Wil
liam Wolfe, assailed the May 17 
police attack on the entrapped 
SLAers and demanded a public in
vestigation to answer questions 
about the police attack. 

Speaking at a news conference 
here May 30 sponsored by the 
American Civil Liberties Union, Dr. 
Wolfe said the FBI on several oc
casions went out of its way to assure 
him that if they tracked down the 
SLAers, "We will never go in with 
our guns blazing." 

He said the FBI told him that 
if they found his son and the others, 
they would send for him imme
diately so that if it were necessary 
he could try to persuade his son to 
surrender. 

Dr. Wolfe noted that the FBI and 
Los Angeles police knew at 9 a.m. 
of the day of the slaughter the area 
where the victims were. They did not 
begin their attack until 5:30 that 
evening. There would have been 
plenty of time, Wolfe said, to get 
there from his home in Pennsyl
vania. But he was never notified. 

"Somehow, somebody has got to 
make enough noise," he declared, 

"to call an end to this all-American 
John Wayne pastime of 'shoot 'em 
up'!" 

"Now when I say FBI," he said, 
"it's because I've had a great deal 
of contact with the FBI. I've had 
no personal contact with the Los 
Angeles police department, but I 
am not leaving them out of my 
indictment." 
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Calendar 
BOSTON 

WHAfS BEHIND NORTHERN IRELAND'S PROTESTANT 
OFFENSIVE? Speakers: Jim Filzpatricll, activist in Bos
ton Irish movement; Jeanne LaHerty, Socialist Work~ 
ers Party candidate for attorney general; others. Fri., 
June 14, 8 p.m. 655 Atlantic Ave. (opp. South Sto.}, 
Third Floor. Donation: 51. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information call (617} -482-8050. 

LOS ANGELES: WEST SIDE 
'AmCA'-DOCUMENTARY FILM BY· CINDA FIRE
STONE. Fri., June 14, 8 p.m. 230 Broadway, Santo 
Monica. Donation: 51. Ausp: West Side Militant Forum. 
For more Information call (213} 394-9050. 

NEW YORK CITY 
SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN STREET RALLIES AND 
DAY OF CAMPAIGNING, SAT., JUNE 15. Speakers: 
New York Stole SWP candidates. lower Manhattan: 
12 noon: Delancey & ludlow; 2 p.m.: May's (Broad
way & 14th St.}; Upper West Side: 12 noon: 110th 
St. & Broadway; 2 p.m.: 72nd St. & Broadway; Brook· 
lyn: 11:30 a.m.: Williamsburg (Flushing & Graham}; 
Bedford-Stuyvesant (Fulton & Nostrand}. Ausp: New 
York Stole Socialist Workers Campaign. For more 
information call (212} 982-4966. 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
THE MOVEMENT TO IMPEACH NIXON: A SOCIAL
IST APPRAISAL. Speaker: larry Seigle, editorial staff, 
The Militant. Fri., June 14, 8 p.m. 706 Broadway (near 
4th St.}, Eighth Floor. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant 
Forum. For more information call (212} 982-6051. 

NEW YORK: UPPER WEST SIDE 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Thurs., June 13, 7:30 
p.m.: Why Stalinism triumphed in the USSR. Tues., 
June 18, 7:30 p.m.: Internationalism vs. socialism in 
one country. 2726 Broadway (near 104th St.} Dono· 
lion: 50 cents per doss. Ausp: Upper West Side 
Summer School. For more information call (212} 663· 
3000. 

PITTSBURGH 
THE SLA: WHY SOCIALISTS OPPOSE TERRORISM . 
Speaker: Dan Rosenheim, former editor, South of the 
River and member, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., June 
14, 8 p.m. 304 S. Bouquet St. (in Ooldand}. Dono
lion: S1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more Information 
call (<112} 682-5019. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL SERIES. Black liberation and 
socialism. Mon., June 10, 7:30 p.m.: Second Ameri
can revolution: Civil War and Reconstruction; Sat., 
June 15, 11 a.m.: Africa and Black liberation, class 
I; 2 p.m.: Africa and Black liberati~n. doss II. 1345 
E St. N.W., Fourth Floor. Donation: S6 for entire sum
mer series; S3 per course; 50 cents per individual 
class. Allsp: Socialist Workers Campaign Committee. 
For more Information call (202} 783-2391. 

... AIM 
Continued from page 9 

defense of the Indian struggle. 
Meanwhile, in federal court June 3, 

Judge Nichol threatened thedefendants 

with 'Contempt of court if another at
tempt was made at a citizen's arrest 
inside the St. Paul federal building. 

Last week the defendants tried with
out success to make a citizen's arrest 
of an FBI agent after he left thewitness 
stand. The agent nad earlier testified 
that he monitored a phone at Wounded 
Knee last year, which Nichol had de
clared illegal in April. 

... CLUW 
Continued from page J 3 

speakers bureau of women to go be
fore union meetings to explain the 
origins of CL UW and urge union wo
men to become involved. 

The program committee is respon
sible for planning the educational pro
grams for upcoming meetings. 

Plans for future activities include a 
meeting on organizing the unorga
nized, a one-day workshop on sex 
discrimination, and a fund-raising 
party. 

Many women in the D.C. Area 
CL UW have been in the union move
ment for several years. Others, partic
ularly the younger women, have been 
involved in women's liberation groups 
but are relatively new to the union 
movement. Both have found a need 
for an organization like CL UW and 
are excited about the prospect for 
building it. 

... ballot 
Continued from page 17 

drive May 29. TV stations and news
papers in both Philadelphia and Pitts
burgh carried reports on the drive, 
which aims to collect 65,000 signatures 
by the end of June. Another news con
ference is slated for Pittsburgh on June 
5, to launch the petitioning effort in 
that city. 

Ballot drives are also under way 
in Indiana and lllinois. Campaign 
supporters in Indiana have already 
collected 700 of the 3, 200 signatures 
they plan to file to place Harold 
Schlechtweg, SWP candidate in the 7th 
C.D., and Greg Peterson, SWP can
didate in the 11th C. D., on the In
diana ballot. 

Bloomington petitioners report that 
many Indiana University students who 

Socialist Directory 
ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Steve Shliveck, P. 0. 

Box 890, Tempe, Ariz. 85281. 
Tucson: YSA, S. U. P. 0. 20965, Tucson, Ariz. 85720. 
CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Ooldand: SWP and YSA, 1849 

University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: (415} 
548-0354. 

los Angeles, Central-East: SW P, YSA, Militant Book· 
store, 710 S. Westlake Ave., los Angeles, Calif. 90057. 
Tel: (213} -483-1512. 

los Angeles, West Side: SWP and YSA, 230 Brood
way, Santo Monico, Calif. 90401. Tel: (213) 394-9050. 

los Angeles: City-wide SWP and YSA, 710 S. West
lake Ave., los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tel: (213} -483-
0357. 

Riverside: YSA, c/o University of Calif. Riverside, 
1134librory South, Riverside, Calif. 92507. 

San Diego: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 4635 
El Cajon Blvd.,'San Diego, Calif. 92115. Tel: (714) 
280-1292. 

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant labor Forum, 
and Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., Son Francisco, 
Calif. 94103. Tel: (415) 864-9174. 

Son Jose: YSA, c/o Glendo Horton, 1253 S. 7th St. 
*70, Son Jose, Calif. 95112. Tel: (408} 292-3289. 

Santa Barbaro: YSA, P.O. Box 14606, UCSB, Santo 
Barbara, Calif. 93107. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, and Militant Book· 
store, 1203 California, Denver, Colo. 80204. Tel: SWP 
- (303) 623-2825, YSA- (303) 266-9431. 

CONNECTICUT: Hartford: YSA, P.O. Box 11B4, Hart
lord, Conn. 06101. Tel: (203) 523-7582. 

N<-w Haven: YSA, c/o Jon Kegler, 1563 Chapel St., 
Apt. 3, :--Jew Hoven, Conn. 06511. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, Box U-6014, Tallahassee, 
Flo. 32306. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Mil itont Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St. N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Go. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box. 846, Atlanta, Go. 30301. Tel: (404} 
523-0610. 

HAWAII: Honolulu: YSA, c/o David Hough, 447 Sea
side Ave. •1 B6, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 428 
S. Wabash, Filth Floor, Chicago, ill. 60605. Tel: SWP-
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(312} 939-0737, YSA- (312} 427-0280, Pathfinder Books 
-(312) 939-0756. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, lnd.47401. 

Indianapolis: YSA, c/o [)ave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46202. 

IOWA: Iowa City: YSA, c/o IMU, Univ. of Iowa, Iowa 
City, Iowa 52240. 

KANSAS: lawrence: YSA, c/o Christopher Storr, Dept. 
of Entomology, Univ. of Kansas, lawrence, Kans. 66045 

KENTUCKY: l•ington: YSA, P. 0. Box 952, University 
Station, lexington, Ky. 40506. 

Louisville: YSA, P. 0. Box 8026, louisville, Ky. 40208. 

MARYLAND: Boltimore: YSA, 2103 Belair Rd., Balti
more, Md. 21213. Tel: (301) 732-8996. 

College Park: YSA, University P.O. Box 73, U of Md., 
College Pork, Md. 20742. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, R.S.O. Box 324, U 
of Moss., Amherst, Moss. 01002. 

Baston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant labor Forum, 
655 Atlantic Ave., Third Floor, Boston, Mass. 02111. 
Tel: SWP-(617} -482-8050, YSA-(617)-482-8051; Issues 
and Activists Speakers' Bureau (IASB} and Regional ' 
Committee-(617} 482-8052; Pathfinder Books-(617} 
338-8560. 

Worcester: YSA, P.O. Box 229, Greendale Station, 
Worcester, Moss. 01606. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
4B104. Tel: (313) 668-6334. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood
word Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TEI-6135. 

East Lansing: YSA, Second Floor OHices, Union Bldg. 
Michigan Stole University, East lansing, Mich. -48823. 

Kalamazoo: YSA, c/o Gail Altenberg, 728 S. Burdick 
St., Apt. 3, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007. 

Mt. Pleasant: YSA, P. 0. Box 98, Warriner Hall, CMU, 
MI. Pleasant, Mich. -48858. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA, labor 
Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S.E., Mpls., Minn. 55414. 
Tel: (612} 332-7781. 

St. Cloud: YSA, c/o Atwood Center, St. Cloud State 
College, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301. 

sign are already familiar with the so
cialists through the recent Young So
cialist campaign for student govern
ment on that campus. 

Althought petitioning officially be
gins in lllinois June 8, campaign sup
porters have alre~dy collected 7, 182 
signatures toward their goal of 43,000 
statewide. More than 4,000 of these 
have come from a special full-time 
team in East St. Louis. 

Dave Wulp, a member of the East 
St. Louis team, reports an especially 
good response from the Black com
munity. "And many people," he adds, 
"are outraged to learn that the SWP 
is not on the ballot automatically, as 
the Democrats and Republicans are. 
They ~gn because they agree that so
cialists have the right to be on the 
ballot." 

... strike 
Continued lrom page 24 
clothing workers unions (the Amal
gamated and the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers Union) are now 
largely Puerto Rican and Black. The 
leaderships remain lily-white. 

A number of workers thought this 
strike was a sign that the new union 
officials elected in 1972, headed by 
Murray Finley, would do a better job 
of representing them than the old 
leaders. 

Contributing to militancy in the 
union is its recent victory after a long 
strike against F arab Manufacturing 
Company in Texas. The strike was 
for union recognition and involved 
mostly Chicanas. 

The first day of the current strike 
there was no organized picketing here 
and no signs were prepared. Even now 
there are only a handful of pickets 
outside most shops- up to 40 or 50 
in a few places. "We're not too well 
organized," a picket confided, almost 
apologetically. "You know, we haven't 
been out on strike in 53 years." 

Most workers are told simply to 
stay home and not come back to work 
until they see on TV that the strike 
is settled. 

Even though the union leadership 
has not mobilized the full power of 
the ranks, the struck companies have 
been effectively shut down. The in
dustry is highly organized and there 
is no ready source of skilled workers 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Office, U of Missouri at Kansas City,- 5100 Rockhill 
Rood, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. 

St. louis: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 4660 Mary
land, Suite 17, St. louis, Mo. 63108. Tel: (314} 367-
2520. 

NEW JERSEY: New Brunswick: YSA, Box 445, Wood. 
bridge, N.J. 07095. Tel: (201) 634-3076. 

Paterson: YSA, P. 0. Box 1532, Paterson, N.J. 07509. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Spencer livingston, 
169 Quail St., Albany, N.Y. 12203. Tel: (518) 43(>. 
0096. 

Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 lawrence St. (at Wil
loughby}, Brooklyn, N: Y. 11201. Tel: (212} 596-2849. 

Buffalo: YSA, 236 W. Utica, Buffalo, N.Y. 14222. 
Tel: (716} 885-8861. 

long Island: YSA, 20 John St., Roosevelt, l.l., N.Y. 
11575. Tel: (615} FR9-0289. 

New Paltz: YSA, c/o Dione Phillips, 36 Plattekill Ave., 
New Paltz, N.Y. 12561. Tel: (914} 255-1871. 

New York City: City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Brood
way (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: 
(212} 982-4966. 

lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA, and Merit Bookstore. 
706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Tel: SWP, YSA-(212} 982-6051; MeritBooks
(212} 982-5940. 

Ossining: YSA, c/o Brian Johnson, 1006 Old Form 
Rd., Valhalla, N.Y. 10595. Tel: (914) 592-6864. 

Upper West Side: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 
2726 Broadway (104th St.), New York, N.Y. 10025. 
Tel: (212) 663-3000. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Charlotte: YSA, c/o Gene Phil
yow, 1023 Dorm '73 UNCC, Charlotte, N.C. 28213. 
Tel: (704) 537-3235. 

OHIO: Bowling Green: YSA, Box 27, U. Hall, Bowling 
Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402. 

Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C.R. Mitts, P.O. Box 32084, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45232. Tel: (513) 242-9043. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Tel: SWP-(216) 391-5553. 
YSA-(216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Margaret Von Epp, 670 Cuyo-

to scab. Nor are the employers at
tempting to bring in scabs at this time. 

A more serious problem for the 
strikers is that they are not receiving 
any strike benefits, at least not yet. 
Without benefits, several workers com
mented, they won't be able to stay 
out for long. One older man said 
he was already trying to get on wel
fare. 

This is in spite of the fact that the 
Amalgamated is a wealthy union. Ac
cording to the New York Times, it 
"owns two banks, two insurance com
panies, four cooperative housing pro
jects and has substantial investments 
in Government securities." 

The clothing workers' strike is the 
first industrywide strike by any union 
this year. It is an important sign of 
the growing determination of work
ing people- especially the low est-paid 
-to defend their standard of living 
from inflation's bite. 

By LEA TAMMI 
PHILADELPHIA-"I'll stay out here 
for 20 years to get the cost-of-living 
clause in our contract." This is the 
overwhelming sentiment of clothing 
workers picketing at Joseph Cohen 
men's clothing factory here. 

This plant, located in the garment 
district of North Philadelphia, is one 
of the largest in the country and em
ploys 3,000 of the 18,000 Amalga
mated Clothing Workers members in 
the city. This is where picket lines 
have been"the largest and most spirited. 

"No one here gets $3.50 an hour," 
said one striker, referring to the "av
erage wage" figure cited in the cap
italist press. "Everyone's lying about 
that. I took home $46 last week and 
I've been working here 28 years. We 
need that $1.40 increase and we've 
learned sinee the last contract that 
we have to have a cost-of-living clause 
written in." 

Most workers estimated that their 
average take-home pay was $65 a 
week at Joseph Cohen. 

A large proportion of the pickets 
are Black and Puerto Rican, and the 
majority of those marching every day 
are women. 

One woman who had been laid off 
her job for "talking too much" told 
The Militant, "Our bosses are men 
and the union leadership is men. 
We've got to have some women in 
the leadership to represent us." 

hogo Ct., Columbus, Ohio 43210. Tel: (614) 268-7860. 
OREGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stork, 

Filth Floor, Portland, Ore. 97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 
PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col

lege, Edinboro, Po. 16412. 
Phila.Jelphio: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 1004 

Filbert St. (one block north of Market}, Philadelphia, Po. 
19107. Tel: (215} WAS-4316. 

Pittsburgh: SWP and YSA, 304 S. Bouquet St., Pitts
burgh, Po. 15213. Tel: (412} 682-5019. 

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, P.O. Box 8476, Uni
versity Station, Knoxville, Tenn. 37916. Tel: (615) 524-
8967. 

Memphis: YSA, c/o Moryrose Eonnace, 3681 Win
chester Pk. Cr. *7, Memphis, Tenn. 38118. Tel: (90') 
365-2528. 

Nashville: YSA, P.O. Box 67, Station B, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37235. Tel: (615) 383-2583. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, SWP, Militant Bookstore, Harriet 
Tubman Hall, 1801 Nueces, Austin, Texas 78701. Tel: 
(51 2} 478-8602. 

Houston: SWP, YSA, and Pathfinder Books, 3311 
Montrose, Houston, Texas 77006. Tel: (713} 526-1082. 

Son Antonio: YSA, 546 Blaze Dr., Son Antonio, Texas. 
78218. 

UTAH: logan: YSA, P. 0. Box 1233, Utah State Univer
sity, logon, Utah 84321. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, Militant Bookstore, 
1345 ESt. N.W., Fourth Floor, Wash., D.C. 20004. 
Tel: SWP-(202} 783:2391; YSA-(202) 783-2363. 

WASHINGTON: Bellingham: YSA and Young Social
ist Books, Rm. 213, Viking Union, Western Washington 
State College, Bellingham, Wash. 9B225. Tel: (206) 
676-3460. 

Pullman: YSA, c/o Student Activities Office, Wash
ington State University, Pullman, Wash. 99163. 

Seattle: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 5623 
University Way N. E., Seattle, Wash. 9B105. Tel: (206} 
522-7800. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Huntington: YSA, c/o Marshall Uni
versity, Huntington, W. Yo. 25701. Tel: (301) 525-6323 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: YSA, c/o University of Wis
consin-Milwaukee, Union Box 139,. Milwaukee, Wis. 
53201. 
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Six dead after murderous exP-losions 

Colo. Chicanos demand 
investigation of bombings 
By PETER SEIDMAN 
DENVER- Leaders of the Chicano 
movement in Colorado are demand
ing a full investigation into the ex
plosions on May 27 and 29 that took 
the lives of six people, four of them 
Chicano activists, in Boulder. 

Both explosions occurred in parked 
cars. The police are portraying the 
deaths as the result of the premature 
explosion of bombs that were being 
assembled by the activists. But many 
here believe there is evidence that the 
bombings were another murderous, 
planned attack on the Colorado Chi
cano movement 

Most prominent of those killed was 
Florencio Granado, 31, who was the 
Raza Unida Party candidate for Colo
rado University board of regents in 

1972. Granado had been president 
of the United Mexican-American Stu
dents (UMAS) at Colorado University 
in Boulder. He was a well-known ac
tivist in the campaign to recall Demo
cratic City Councilman Eugene Di
Manna of Denver's North Side, as 
part of an effort to win Chicano con
trol of the Chicano community. 

Also killed on May 29 were Heri
berto Teran, an activist in a program 
for Chicano former convicts, and 
Francisco Dougherty. A friend of Te
ran, Dougherty was not politically ac
tive, according to his family. 

The three victims of the May 27 
explosion were Reyes Martinez, a law
yer with the Colorado Rural Legal 
Services; Neva Romero, a UMAS 
member in Boulder who was recently 

YSA sends solidarity message 
In response to the killings in Boul
der, Young Socialist Alliance Na
tional Chairman Andrew Pulley 
sent a letter to the Denver Crusade 
for Justice June 3. "On behalf of 
the Young Socialist Alliance I wish 
to express our solidarity with the 
Chicano movement of Colora
do ... ,"Pulley said. 

The YSA leader urged support 
for every effort to uncover the facts 
of the car bombings. Pulley noted 
that the tragic deaths in Boulder 
have been preceded by a pattern of 
vicious attacks on the Colorado 
Chicano movement, including "the 

March 17, 1973, police raid on the 
Crusade that led to the death of 
Luis 'Junior' Martinez, and frame
ups such as those of Crusade ac
tivist Ernesto Vigil, movement law
yer Frank Martinez, and Colorado 
Raza Unida Party co-chairman 
Jose Calderon." 

Pulley placed the blame for these 
attacks on "the rulers of this coun
try, who have sponsored racism 
against the Chicanos and who have 
carried out a campaign of violence 
and repression against the movi
miento." 

active in efforts to win bilingual and 
bicultural education iD. the elementary 
schools; and Una Jaakola, a close 
friend of Martinez. Jaakola was known 
by her friends to be apolitical. 

Reyes Martinez was the brother of 
Francisco Martinez, also a Chicano 
lawyer, who has been the target of 
a police manhunt for several months 
in a frame-up campaign that seeks 
to link him to earlier bombing inci
dents. 

A seventh victim of the bombings, 
Antonio Alcantar, is in serious con
dition. 

Evidence suppressed 
In Boulder a judge and the police 

department have clamped a suppres
sion order on all evidence uncovered 
by investigators. This, along with con
tradictory police and press accounts 
of the bombings, has led to the de
mand for a full public investigation 
into the deaths. 

At a May 31 news conference held 
at the headquarters of the Crusade 
for Justice, a Chicano community or
ganization here, Crusade leader Corky 
Gonzales explained, "We have reason 
to suspect conspiracy in these 
deaths. . . . The odds of six people 
being killed and one critically injured 
in two separate instances, within 48 
hours, in the same city, are astro
nomical." 

More than 200 people, including 
many leaders of Chicano organiza
tions, attended the news conference to 
express support for the Crusade state
ment These included Jose Calderon 

Crusade for Justice leader Corky Gon
zales told news conference, 'We have 
reason to believe we are dealing with 
highly skill~d killers.' 

and Jose Gonzales, cochairmen of the 
Colorado Raza Unida Party; Ernes
to Vigil, RUP candidate for state sen
ate, District 2; Chuck Koehler of the 
Escuela Aztlan; and representatives of 
the United Farm Workers, La Raza 
Park Committee, the National Chi
cano Welfare Rights Organization, 
and others. 

Continued on page J 9 

Garment workers strike for a living wage 
By REBECCA FINCH 
and ANDY ROSE 
NEW YORK, June 5- The skyrocket
ing cost of living is the main reason 
110,000 members of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers went on strike June 
1 in the union's first industrywide 
walkout since 1921. 

When the previous contract expired 
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May 31, clothing manufacturers re
fused to meet the union's demands for 
a cost-of-living escalator clause, an 
average $1.10 an hour wage increase 
over the next three years, and im
proved pensions and other benefits. 

The strike has shut down 7 50 man
ufacturers of men's and boy's wear. 
The biggest concentrations of strikers 

are in New York City and Philadel
phia; there are also significant num
bers in lllinois, Virginia, Missouri, 
Kentucky, and New Jersey. 

At Militant press time, chief federal 
mediator W.J. Usery had summoned 
negotiators for the union and the man
ufacturers to his Washington, D. C., 
office for secret talks. 

Pickets in New York's garment dis
trict are quick to explain that their 
wages have lagged so far behind 
prices that they are now among the 
lowest-paid workers in the city. 

A skilled worker with 37 years in 
the industry told The Militant that 
at $4. 50 an hour he is one of the 
highest-paid in his shop on 23rd Street. 

Many Puerto Rican women who 
work in the same shop are getting 
only $2 or $2.25 an hour. They may 
take home $80 or $90 a week. Others 
are on the piecework system, which 
means constant pressure to speed up. 

"We didn't necessarily want to go 
out now," said another striker. "It's 
just before vacations, and this will 
hurt us. But we just can't make a 

living any more. Our last three-year 
raise was eaten up the first year af
ter the contract was settled. We have 
the best chance of putting pressure on 
them now, because this is when the 
fall clothing is being cut." 
·An escalator clause is important, 

one worker said, so that they don't 
just keep losing every raise to infla
tion as in the past. New York City 
transit workers won an escalator 
clause earlier this spring, and the de
mand is now being taken up by ever
wider sections of the union movement. 

Pensions, too, are grossly inade
quate. "My father worked in this in
dustry for 50 years," a striker told 
The Militant. "And you know what 
he gets for a pension? Eighty-five dol
lars a month!" 

Clothing workers on the picket lines 
did not know exactly what the con
tract demands were. These are always 
kept secret by the union officials, they 
said, and only announced after a con
tract is settled. 

Once predominantly Jewish, the 
Continued on page 22 
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