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Lisbon. Postal workers discuss strike demands. For news and analysis on why this strike 
was lost, and on struggle in Portugal's African colonies, see pages 5-7. 

Portugal & Africa: meaning for U.S. workers 
Three recent events have highlighted the 
critical new stage of the revolutionary up
surge in Portugal and its African colonies. 

• Last week Portugal's 30,000 postal 
workers were forced to end their courageous 
three-day strike, because of a campaign of 
slander and intimidation by the Spinola gov
ernment and the organized strikebreaking of 
the Communist Party. 

e A week earlier General Spinola, presi
dent of the provisional government, made a 
major pronouncement that essentially ex
cluded independence for the colonies in the 
foreseeable future. 

e At the same time as the postal work
ers were being forced back to work, Gen
eral Spinola was holding secret talks with 

President Nixon in the Azores. 
Nixon promised financial and other sup

port to Spinola, as well as "understanding'' 
for Spinola's problems in pushing back .the 
mass upsurge that has spread through Por
tugal and the colonies since the April 25 
coup. This pledged assistance from U.S. 
imperialism is an ominous threat both for 
the independence struggles in Africa and for 
the Portuguese workers and peasants. 

Nixon sees the great importance of the 
developments in Portugal from the point of 
view of the bankers and monopolists in the 
United States and throughout the world. 
But the fate of the upsurge in Portugal is 
equally important for the workers and op
pressed peoples in this country and interna
tionally. 

First and foremost, the events in Portugal 
are important because they represent the 
opening stages of a revolution. The rising 
up of the Portuguese people has dealt a pow
erful blow to dictatorships throughout .the 
world. It has provided a glimpse of the in
spiring creativity and solidarity released as 
the masses of working people begin to take 
some control over their lives. 

The powerful mass actions, and the be
ginnings of democratic organization of the 
Portuguese workers, have shown that the 
working masses could run things much bet
ter than the capitalist rulers. 

The demands of the Portuguese people for 
an end to the colonial wars are confirma

Continued on page 10 
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In Brief 
DUKE POWER EVICTS STRIKING MINERSc Eight 
coal-mining families who live in company-owned homes 
near Duke Power Company's Brookside mine received 
eviction notices June 20. The families were given 30 days 
to vacate their homes. 

The eight miners are among 19 whom Duke fired for 
having been convicted of violating a court order limiting 
the number of pickets at the struck mine. The company's 
action comes more than a month after the convictions, 
which the miners are appealing. 

United Mine Workers President Arnold Miller denounced 
the action as "one more vicious attempt on the part of 
Duke Power Company to intimidate the Brookside miners 
rather than negotiate a settlement." 

BOSTON GAY-PRIDE ACTION: Coming from all six 
New England states, 1,000 people marched through Boston 
to the Boston Commons on June 22 in the fifth annual 
Gay Pride Parade there. The action was the local kick
off of week-long activities, which will culminate in the 
Christopher Street Liberation Day demonstration in New 
York City June 30. 

Participants in the Boston action included activists in 
key gay-rights struggles in New England during the past 

Gay Community News/Ed Braverman 

year- members of the University of New Hampshire Gay 
Student Organization and the Worcester Gay Union, which 
at present is leading the fight to have a gay civil rights 
ordinance passed in that central Massachusetts city. 

After the march there was a short rally where the dem
onstrators heard brief speeches from various leaders of 
the gay movement. 

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS LEVY COURT-MAR
TIAL: On June 19 the Supreme Court upheld the "gen
eral article" of the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
The court ruled against former Army captain Howard 
Levy, who had been convicted by a general court-mar
tial under this article in 1967. Levy was charged with 
willfully disobeying orders and making disloyal state
ments about U.S. policy in Vietnam. He had urged Black 
enlisted men not to go to Vietnam if ordered to do so. 

The article that Levy was convicted under forbids "con
duct unbecoming an officer and gentleman" and "all 
conduct of a nature to bring discredit upon the armed 
forces." Levy had challenged this article on the grounds 
that it is unconstitutionally vague. 

Released from prison pending appeal in 1969, Levy 
had already served almost all of his sentence, and the 
Army has said it won't seek to return him to the stockade. 

According to the June 19 New York Post, Levy feels 
the decision was "disappointing but not surprising." He 
went on to say, "From the beginning I have had little 
faith in the Supreme Court exonerating me. In the final 
analysis, the Supreme Court is a conservative institution." 

HAITIAN SPEAKOUT: The Ad Hoc Committee for De
fense of Haitian Refugees hosted a community speakout 
in Brooklyn June 21. The rally of 125 was in defense of 
more than 400 Haitian refugees seeking asylum in the 
u.s. 

A slide show illustrating the oppressive living conditions 
of Haitians was shown. A lawyer for the refugees told of 
the case of one refugee who was present and who also 
spoke. 

Speakers and messages of support were received from the 
U.S. Committee for Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners; Africa Information Service; New Beginning 
Movement; Newark Congress of African People; Socialist 
Workers Party; United Farm Workers; Pan African Stu
dents Organization in the Americas; Black Economic Sur
vival; and National Union of Hospital and Health Care 
Employees District 1199. 

Brooklyn Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm sent a mes
sage saying she would "urge the Department of Immigra
tion and Naturalization to grant asylum to the Haitian 
refugees." 

DEMAND NEW TRIAL FOR KILLER-COP: The recent 
acquittal of Thomas Shea, a New York City cop who 
shot Clifford Glover in the back last April, has led to 
protests in the Black community of Jamaica, Queens. 
The 10-year-old Glover was Black. 

Since June 20, picketers have gathered at the Gertz 
department store. Organized by the Central Queens Com
munity Association, the protesters are demanding that 
Gertz use its influence on the Jamaica chamber of com
merce to demand a new trial. They are demanding that 
Shea be tried for use of excessive force and on the federal 
charge of violating Glover's civil rights. 

WITCH-HUNT LEGISLATION SCRAPPED: What was 
left of the Subversive Activities Control Act (the McCarran 
Act) has been struck down by U.S. District Court Judge 
John Sirica. 

The law, enacted in 1950, established the Subversive 
Activities Control Board (SACB ), which had the power 
to label organizations as "Communist-action" or "Com
munist-front" groups. In 1953, the SACB declared the 
Communist Party to be a "Communist-action" group 
and ordered its members to register with the government. 

Before Sirica's recent ruling, which was handed down 
in May, the act had been drastically weakened by a series 
of court rulings, and the SACB itself had been disbanded. 
But one provision of the law remained. It required mem
bers of the CP to precede all paid broadcasts with the 
"warning" that they were being made by members of 
a "Communist-action" organization. Sirica ruled that re
quirement unconstitutional. 

In a related victory for civil liberties, the Wisconsin 
state legislature, according to an account in the Daily 
World, has repealed the Gettelman Act. This law, reports 
the Daily World, "described the Communist Party as a 
'criminal conspiracy,' and barred, among other groups, 
the Third International and 'any other organization that 
teaches sedition' from holding a place on the ballot." 

RACIST IMMIGRATION BILL VETOEIJ: The Field
Knorr bill, which would have penalized employers of 
"illegal aliens," was vetoed by New York Governor Mal" 
colm Wilson in the last hours of the legislative session 
June 17. Wilson vetoed the bill because it encroached on 
federal jurisdiction over immigration. 

The racist legislation would have increased job discrim
ination against workers whose accent or dark skin would 
make them suspect. 

A June 5 news conference called to demand the veto 
of the bill involved Bert Corona of CASA, the Los An
geles-based antideportation organization; Maria Piedra 
of the Coalition of Latin Americans and Friends of Latin 
Americans (CLAN); Bronx Assemblyman Armando Mon
tano; and spokespeople for the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party, Committee Against Racism, and a number of reli
gious groups. -NORMAN OLIVER 
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·VIetnam veterans: angry victims 
of Nixon's 'home with honor' fraud 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
It took a 17-day hunger strike by 
disabled members of the American 
Veterans Movement in Los Angeles 
last February and March just to get 
the head of the Veterans Administra
tion (VA) to hear them out. 

When Donald Johnson came to 
face the vets, many of them para
plegics, the burly 6 foot, 5 inch VA 
chief brought along two armed 
guards. 

As the vets testified March 25 to 
their grossly inadequate treatment in 
VA hospitals, Johnson "stonewalled" 
it. The VA is not giving anyone a 
"free ride" was his stock answer. 

Within a month after that confron
tation, Nixon had dumped the VA 
head. Apparently Johnson's candor 
had become too much of a political 
liability. Even the Veterans of For
eign Wars and the Disabled Ameri
can Veterans, traditionally conserva
tive groups, had joined in the call 
for his ouster. 
· But dumping Johnson hasn't 

changed anything. His callousness 
typifies the attitude of capitalist society 
toward its veterans, not just the 6.8 
million from the Vietnam war period, 
but from all its wars. 

The politicians who declare the wars, 
and the wealthy bankers and indus
trialists who profit from them, are 
never the ones to do the fighting. In
stead, it is young working-class men 
who are drafted or induced to risk 
their lives. They are led to believe 
that they are fighting to defend the 
noblest of ideals and that they will 
be well cared for when they return 
from overseas. 

Empty promises 
But when they do return, they find 

that all those high-sounding prom
ises were just that and little more. 
Veterans come back to a life of un
employment, disgraceful medical care, 
racist discrimination, bureaucratic red 
tape, and inadequate educational and 
disability benefits. 

The cruelest hoax is perpetrated on 
the Black, Chicano, and Puerto Rican 
Gis, who were drafted in dispropor
tionately high numbers to fight in 
Vietnam and were shoved to the front 
lines to die at three times the rate 
of whites, all to defend a "democracy" 
they have yet to experience. 

In his March 29 speech on "Honor 
Vietnam Veterans Day," Nixon as
sured the nation's veterans that the 
American effort in Vietnam was "in 
good conscience, honorably under
taken, and honorably ended." 

Nixon's praise for the war adds 
insult to injury for the men who had 
to fight it. Most of them -like the 
majority of other Americans-came to 
abhor Washington's bloody effort to 
prop up the corrupt, reactionary Thieu 
dictatorship in South Vietnam. 

Even as Nixon spoke, statistics were 
being compiled on the dramatic in
crease in unemployment for vets since 
last year. In the first quarter of 197 4, 
the official jobless rate for Vietnam
era vets aged 20 to 24 jumped to 12 
percent. For Blacks in this br,acket, 
the rate soared to 18.9 percent- a 
122 percent increase over the end of 
1973. Some "honor." 

Inflation continues unchecked, eating 
away at miserly GI pensions, dis
ability benefits, and education allot
ments. 

The rate of returning Gis who suf
fer psychological disorders runs to 
50 percent, many times higher than 
for previous wars. 

THE MILITANT/JULY 5, 1974 

'Welcome home' to unemployment, racism, poor health care, and paltry benefits. 

It is estimated that 700,000 Gis 
came back from Vietnam with a drug 
problem. But they too have been tossed 
on the scrap heap and ignored by 
the government. Narcotics dealers in 
Saigon and Bangkok enjoy more 
U.S. aid than do Gis. 

Education benefits 
There is a crisis in education bene

fits for Gis, too. During the latter 
half of 1973, the Veterans Admini
stration inexplicably delayed sending 
millions of education checks, some for 
as many as six months. Many vet
erans, living from one check to the 
next, were forced to drop out of school. 
VA director Johnson dismissed the af
fair as a clerical "goof," and blamed 
it on his office workers. 

But many veterans have pointed out 
that their education benefits are de
teriorating, even when they do get the 
checks on time. GI Bill benefits for 
unmarried Vietnam vets amount to 
only $1,980 a year. That's for tui
tion, fees, books, clothing, and food. 
Dollar for dollar, this is about half 
the benefits that were available to 
World War II-era vets. It is far less 
than what is needed to go to college. 

In response to veterans clamoring 
fo-r some action on the educational 
crisis, the administration offered an 
8. 2 percent increase in benefits this 
year. This really amounts to a cut
back, since it does not even make up 
for inflation. 

Similarly, Congress is considering 
proposals to increase educational 
benefits, but the most likely one. to 

pass will only be for 13.6 percent. 
more. This would barely make up for 
inflation since the last increase, thus 
leaving benefits as inadequate as be
fore. And every month Congress 
stalls, prices go up. 

The protests of the American Vet
erans Movement that led to the con
frontation with Donald Johnson fo
cused attention on the crisis in the VA 
hospitals. The immediate impetus for 
these protests came from the conditions 
in the spinal-cord-injury ward of the 
Long Beach, Calif., VA hospital. 

Hospital conditions 
The vets pointed out that the hos

pital is overcrowded. There are not 
enough doctors or staff. Paraplegics 
and quadraplegics, who need almost 
total care, are often left to lie in their 
own excrement for hours. This can 
cause fatal infections. 

There are only 170 VA hospitals 
in the whole country and some vets 
have to travel hundreds of miles to 
get to one. A wall of bureaucratic 
red tape has been constructed by the 
VA to discourage vets from asking 
for the care they need. Some com
plaining patients have been beaten, 
vets say. 

These contentions are backed up by 
hospital workers in the American Fed
eration of Government Employees in 
Los Angeles, a union that is predom
inantly Black and female. They say 
that many patients' conditions are 
only aggravated as a result of a 
stay in a VA hospital. 

In addition to the Los Angeles vets' 
protest, other actions have occurred. 
On March 29, as Nixon brayed about 
"peace with honor," hundreds of vets 
crammed into the hearing rooin of the 
joint Congressional Veterans Commit
tee. They booed both the represen
tatives of the Nixon administration 
and Congress. They shouted, "Lies, 
lies, lies!" when senators promised to 
try harder for higher benefits. At the 
same time, 1,000 veterans gathered 
in Long Island to protest government 
neglect. 

This July 4, veterans will demon
strate in Washington, D.C., as part 
of a week of protests in the capital. 

These actions have been fueled by 
the growing awareness of the contra
diction between the wealth of this so
ciety and the rotten treatment meted 
out to vets. The clearest example of 
where the capitalists' priorities lie is 
in the war budget- $100-blllion
compared to the Veterans Administra
tion budget- $13.6-billion. The gov
ernment is spending seven times as 
much money creating new war vic
tims as it spends to provide token 
care to the ones it has already created. 

End war spending 
All U.S. troops and equipment 

should be withdrawn from Southeast 
Asia and U.S. aid to the Thieu re
gime halted. The entire war budget 
should be eliminated and U.S. bases 
around the world dismantled, since 
they defend not "freedom" but U.S. 
imperialism's role as world cop. 

The $100-blllion could then be used 
to provide decent disability and edu
cation benefits for veterans. Medical 
care could be expanded, new hospi
tals built, and more doctors hired. 

Free, quality health care and free 
university education could be provided 
for all veterans and the rest of so
ciety. 

A crash program of public works
building low-income housing, mass 
transportation, and new schools
would create jobs for the unemployed. 
At the same time, the workweek should 
be shortened, with no reduction in 
pay, so that the available work is 
spread to all who need jobs. Such 
measures could end the unemployment 
that reduces so many vets- and others 
-to poverty. 

Anyone unable to find work should -
receive unemployment compensation 
at union-scale wages. All benefits 
should automatically rise with the cost 
of living. 

Can the vets rely on Congress to 
bring about these changes? The same 
Democratic and Republican politicians 
now shedding crocodile tears over the 
veterans scandal are the ones who 
sent the vets to Vietnam in the first 
place! They are the ones who vote 
billions for war appropriations every 
year, while veterans' benefits shrink 
from inflation. 

The main concern of both capitalist 
parties is to protect the private profit 
system that prevents the nation's 
wealth from being used to .benefit the 
majority of its people. To win their 
demands, veterans can only count on 
their own struggles, independent of 
the Democrats and Republicans. 

Already, the protest actions car
ried out by vets have begun to focus 
public attention on their plight and 
have forced the government to make 
a few concessions. These protests have 
the potential of involving thousands 
of veterans and their supporters in 
a fight for human dignity and rights 
that have· been denied for too long. 
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Colson gets religion--and 1 to 3 }!ears 

W'gate jail terms expose capitalist 'justice' 
By ELAINE MITCHELL 
A few days after White House plumb
er Egil Krogh emerged from prison, 
well-tanned from 18 weeks of long
distance running and farming, Attor
ney General William Saxbe nervous-

·ly suggested that people might start 
"to think that there are two classes 
of justice, one for the rich and one 
for the poor." 

"It is hardly reassuring," Saxbe 
noted, "when one man goes to pris
on for years for theft while another 
man involved in a conspiracy to steal 
our freedoms is in and out of jail in 
the wink of an eye." 

Saxbe's new-found "concern" for jus
tice was echoed by other government 
officials and major newspapers in re
sponse to public outrage at the sen
tences handed down to the latest batch 
of Watergate crooks. 

Among those "sentenced" to the same 
kid-glove treatment Krogh received 
while in jail are Jeb Stuart Magruder, 
serving a 10-month sentence; Herbert 
Kalmbach, sentenced to six to 18 
months; Charles Colson, given one to 
three years; and Richard Kleindienst, 
who was only given a one-month sen
tence and even that was suspended. 

As Tom Wicker pointed out in the 
June 25 New York Times, "there are 
millions of Americans- primarily 
poor, black and Spanish-speaking per
sons-who know they would serve 
years in prison for offenses minor by 
comparison to those for which some 
Watergate defendants are getting rel-

ds were barred in drive 
to 'get' Daniel Ellsberg. 

atively light sentences." 
Wicker actually understates the re

ality- thousands of Blacks, Chicanos, 
and other poor people are in jail for 
crimes they never even committed. 

Plea-bargaining 
Some of those, who like Saxbe are 

concerned about prettyinguptheimage 
of American justice, have criticized the 
blatant manner in which Watergate 
prosecutor Leon Jaworski has made 
deals with Watergate defendants. 

As Lesley Oeisner pointed out in 
the June 23 New York Times, these 
critics of Jaworski's plea-bargaining 
"argue that the public is already cyni
cal about the legal system, largely be
cause of Watergate, and that the use 
of plea bargaining rather than trials 
will only increase that cynicism." 

One of the biggest White House 
crooks to get off easy so far is Charles 
Colson, who pleaded quilty to obstruct-
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ing justice in the Ellsberg Pentagon· 
papers case. While Colson ascribes 
his sudden repentence to divine in
spiration, his real motivations are 
much more earthly- the public record 
alone on this crook shows he had his 
hand in everything from planning 
firebombings at the Brookings Insti
tution to keeping Nixon's "enemies 
list" up to date. 

In a prepared courtroom statement, 
Colson charged that Nixon personal
ly ordered the smear campaign 
against Ellsberg and Ellsberg's chief 
attorney at the Pentagon papers trial, 
Leonard Boudin. Boudin has repre
sented many victims of government 
frame-ups, and is currently the at
torney for the Socialist Workers Par
ty suit against illegal government sur
veillance and harassment. 

Fear of antiwar movement 
Colson's statement in court revealed 

that the official reason given for the 
spying and disruption directed against 
Ellsberg- that he was a "national se
curity" threat- is totally false. The real 
motivation behind these attacks was 
the government's fear of the antiwar 
movement and the impact of the Pen
tagon papers on antiwar sentiment 
in this country. They were terrified 
that "another Ellsberg"- another dis
illusioned government official with ac
cess to damning secretrecords-would 
appear on the scene. 

"The President, Dr. Kissinger, my
self and others feared that [Ellsberg's] 
action would encourage others to do 
the same," Colson said. "I saw Ells
berg as a martyr who might rally 
public support against policies the 
president believed right for the coun
try." 

Colson added that no tactics were 
ruled out in the drive to get'Ellsberg: 
" ... I felt a deep sense of responsi
bility for American forces who were 
committed [in Vietnam] .... I sup
pose on reflection I would have done 
almost anything I was asked to do 
without regard to the legal conse
quences if I believed it was justi
fied .... " 

On June 23 Leonard Garment of 
the White House replied to Colson's 
statement. The June 24 Washington 
Post reported, "While neither confirm
ing nor denying the recent charges, 
Garment said there was apparently 
nothing illegal about such a directive, 
and he stressed 'the concern on the 
part of the President and his national 
security advisers that Mr. Ellsberg not 
be considered a hero .... '" 

Garment went on to explain: "There 
was concern at that time that if Mr. 
Ellsberg became a hero in the eyes of 
the American public for making this 
unilateral determination that he was 
above the law, that this practice would 
be encouraged .... 

"In that setting, I think one can un
derstand the concern on the part of 
the President and his national security 
advisers that Mr. Ellsberg not be con
sidered a hero, that this practice stop." 

Garment argued that crimes like bur
glarizing a doctor's office are O.K. 
if you happen to be president. Accord
ing to the Post, "Garment said 'many 
things that take piace in Washington' 
are contrary to what some people think 
is fit and proper, but that the 'circum
stances under which Presidents act are 
quite different from the circumstances 
under which we conduct our own busi
ness.'" 

Impeachment cover-up 
While Colson and the White House 

have provided new reasons to reject 
the "national security" justification for 

Bombed-out Cambodian village. House impeachment panel refuses to let public see 
documents on Nixon's secret raids. 

government secrecy, the House Judi
ciary Committee is using precisely this 
argument for its refusal to make pub
lic parts of the evidence collected at 
its impeachment hearings. According 
to the June 28 New York Times, the 
Democratic-controlled committee plans 
to publish "mosf' of the evidence, but 
has ;;specifically excluded ... highly 
classified testimony related to the se
cret bombing of Cambodia." Other 
"sensitive material" will also be kept 
from the public, the Times reported. 

What is contained in the Cambodia 
material that could threaten "national 
security"? Obviously none of the evi
dence could be of use to a "foreign 
power," since the raids occurred sev
eral years ago and the "foreign power" 
under attack- the Cambodian people 
-was certainly aware of the bombing 
at the time. 

But the American people were not 
aware of the bombing at the time it 
happened. And that is the real "enemy" 

the U.S. rulers are afraid of. 
What other "sensitive material" is 

being withheld by the impeachment 
panel? What about the information on 
the Huston spy plan and the full text 
of the plan itself, which has never beeri 
released? Some . committee members 
told the. pre~•duri~e hearings iQaJ 
they had seen no evidence that Nix ... 
on rescinded the plan, as he claims. 
What evidence did the committee ob
tin proving that the plan was in fact 
put into practice? Is this part of the 
"sensitive material" that has been ruled 
"highly classified" ? 

There is no more legitimate reason 
for the House Judiciary Committee to 
keep some of its evidence under "na
tional security" wraps than there is 
for Nixon to use this excuse to protect 
his tapes. By relying on the "national 
security" argument, the Democrats and 
Republicans on the Judiciary Com
mittee are joining in the cover-up. of 
the real crimes of the ruling class. 

Vets Administration & CREEP 
Many Vietnam veterans who have 
tried to get a job, collect disability 
payments, or get treatment in a 
Veterans Administration (VA) hos
pital have figured out that the VA 
is definitely not in business to help 
them. 

But the callous treatment of vet
erans by the VA is just one side of 
this government agency- a still-se
cret Senate Watergate committee re
port reveals another side. A copy 
of the report has been obtained by 
the New York Post, which reported 
some of the committee's findings on 
the VA in its June 19 issue. 

Like other agencies, such as the 
Internal Revenue Service, the VA 
was used by the 1972 Nixon re
election campaign (CREEP) to win 
support for Nixon in a variety of 
ways. 

One document obtained by the 
Senate committee explains that "ma
jor construction announcements, 
grants, opening of new facilities and 

legislative actions" by the VA were 
to be coordinated with Nixon's cam
paign to maximize public relations 
benefits. 

The Senate report says that VA 
head Donald Johnson did his part 
for CREEP by twisting the. arms of 
his aides to "lend their full support 
to the reelection effort, including par
ticipation in campaign activities." 

Another document obtained by the 
Senate committee shows how CREEP 
worked hand in glove with the 
armed forces to drum up support 
for Nixon on military bases. The 
memo, dated July 12, 1972, says, 
in part: "[CREEP] will select most 
populous bases; then set up sched
ule with Defense for officials and 
U.S. Congressman from respective 
states ... [to] tell the career force 
about how the President and coun
try appreciate their sacrifices in 
bringing about Vietnamization. 
Strong highlight on President Nix
on. Cost should be nil since it could 
be charged off as official business." 



PORTUGAL: Analysis 

Communist Party: strikebreaker & 
traitor to African liberation struggle 

\ 

Betrayal 
of postal 
workers' 
strike 
By CAROLINE LUND 
Portugal's 30,000 postal workers 
ended their strike for higher pay and 
shorter hours on June 20, after shut
ting down the country's communica
tions system for three days. 

The Spinola government's defeat of 
this powerful strike was a blow to all 
Portuguese workers. The postal work
ers symbolized the determination of 
the Portuguese masses to use the new 
rights they have won to fight for a 
better life and a new society. 

The strikebreaking action was at 
the same time a blow to the masses 
of Africans in the Portuguese colonies 

Lisbon shipbuilders were among strikers 
CP told to go back to work. · 

who are fighting for independence. 
Key to the defeat of the postal work

ers' strike was the treacherous role 
of the Portuguese Communist Party, 
which, along with the Socialist Party, 
is part of the Spinola government 
The CP's stand was decisive, since it 
is the largest working-class party in 
Portugal. If it had come out for full 
solidarity with the postal workers, it 
is safe to ·say the strike could not have 
been defeated and the workers struggle 
in Portugal would now be on a new 
and higher level. 

Vicious campaign 
The postal workers returned to their 

jobs only after a vicious government 
campaign against their strike. Spinola 
threatened to conscript them into the 
army and order them back to work. 
And the Communist Party went so 
far as to organize a demonstration 
outside the main post office to de
nounce the strikers as "fascists." 

"Go back to work," yelled the Stalin
ist strikebreakers, "you are sabotaging 
democracy." 

This was not the first time the CP 
has done Spinola's dirty work for 
him. Ever since the April 25 coup, 
the CP has been working to break 
strikes and to hold off the demands 
from the Portuguese and African 
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masses for independence for the col-
onies. 

Following the coup that brought 
down the Salazarist dictatorship, hun
dreds of thousands of workers went 
out on· strike. They hoped to improve 
their living standards, which are 
among the most abysmal in Europe. 

The Stalinist leaders mobilized their 
members to beat back these strikes. 
They not only attacked worker mili
tants as "fascists" but tried to demor
alize and isolate striking unions. They 
told the workers to subordinate their 
needs to the desires of the capitalist 
Spinola government 

But even after this first wave of 
strikes had subsided, under the pres
sure of the CP, the aspirations of the 
Portuguese workers burst forth again 
in the postal workers' strike. The 30,-
000 workers went out despite the 
threats of Spinola and his Stalinist 
henchmen. 

Bosses' arguments 
In its strikebreaking campaign 

·against the postal workers and other 
strikers, the Portuguese Stalinists use 
arguments lifted straight out of the 
bosses' arsenal. 

A PCP statement on the postal strike, 
quoted in the June 21 issue of th~ 
American CP's Daily World, called 
the postal workers' demands "unreal
istic claims which are incompatible 
with the existing conditions in the na
tional economy." 

The strikers were demanding a 35-
hour workweek and a pay raise from 
$160 to $240 per month. These de
mands are only "unrealistic" to the 
monopolists and landowners of the 
ruling class. The workers obviously 
felt it was "unrealistic" to continue 
living at their present pitiful wage 
levels, which are being reduced by the 
staggering inflation rate of 30 per
cent in the last year. 

The job of a party claiming to rep
resent the working class is not to tell 
the workers their wage needs are "un
realistic" for the capitalists or for the 
capitalist government If the capitalist 
rulers prove incapable or unwilling 
to provide adequate wages, then what 
is needed is workers control of pro
duction and distribution, nationaliza
tion of industry, and a workers gov
ernment. 

Other bosses' arguments used by 
the CP are their statements that the 
workers are being "manipulated" into 
striking, or that they are striking "for 
strike's sake." These charges are in
sults to the workers, implying that 
working people cannot think for them
selves and do not have serious rea
sons for waging their struggle. 

The CP has further argued that 
strikes endanger the "process of democ
ratization." But what good are demo
cratic rights to the masses of people 
if they can't exercise them to fight 
for a better life? What good is the 
right to strike if workers cannot exer
cise this right? 

And in fact the CP's attempt to sab
otage and demoralize workers in 
struggle is laying the groundwork for 
further defeats and infringements on 
these very rights. 

Traitors to working class 
The New York Times reported June 

24 that the CP stand "against strikes 
as harmful to the economy and bene
ficial to counterrevolutionaries" has 

"aroused the enmity of some workers, 
who have called the Communists 
traitors to the working class." 

These workers are exactly right! 
Through its work in helping to put 

a brake on the workers' mobilization, 
the CP has become the main prop 
of the Spinola regime, taking the side 
of the government against the work
ers, and attempti~ to convince the 
workers to accept the status quo of 
capitalist exploitation. As this coward
ly policy is repeated, it will no doubt 
convince many honestly mistaken 
rank-and-file CP militants to break 
from this party. 

The way to prevent the reimposition 
of a Salazarist-style dictatorship is not 
-as the CP says- for the workers 
to postpone their struggle for better 
living conditions, or for an end to 
the colonial wars. It is to encourage 
and deepen the mobilization of the 
masses in these struggles; to demand 
immediate withdrawal of Portuguese 
troops from the colonies; to encourage 
broad support for any workers forced 
to strike; and to build pressure de
manding that the CP and SP break 
from the Spinola regime. 

The only real protection against 
reaction in Portugal is the organized 
power and combativity of the working 
class. 

Refusal to 
fight for 
freedom 
of colonies 
The Portuguese Communist Party's 
participation in the Spinola govern
ment has meant not only strike
breaking against the Portuguese work
ers but also betrayal of the masses 
of the Portuguese colonies of Mozam
bique, Angola, and Guinea-Bissau. 

The Spinola government, which in
cludes Communist and Socialist party 
ministers, has refused to withdraw 
Portuguese troops from Africa and 
maintains all its forms of economic 
domination and enslavement of the 
African peoples. Spinola is holding 
out to see how many concessions he 
can "negotiate" from the African lib
eration fighters. 

From the beginning, the revolution
ary developments in Portugal have 
been completely intertwined with the 
liberation struggle in the African col
onies. It is the resistance of the African 
masses to Portuguese colonialism that 
convinced the Lisbon rulers they had 
to get rid of the Salazarist dictator
ship. The democratic freedoms won 
by the Portuguese workers and peas
ants are fundamentally due to the 
struggles of their brothers and sisters 
in the colonies. 

Since the coup, the powerful up
surge of the Portuguese working class 
has, in turn, aided the peoples of Mo
zambique, Angola, and Guinea-Bis
sau in their fight for independence. 
Every strike, and every demonstra
tion in Lisbon against the colonial 
wars, has weakened the hold of the 
Spinola regime on the colonies. 

The strikes and antiwar protests by 
Portuguese workers and students have 
inspired strikes by workers in the col
onies. They have inspired the libera
tion fighters in the colonies to hold 
to their demand for immediate inde
pendence. And they have encouraged 
~e rank-and-file Portuguese soldiers 
and sailors to step up their opposi
tion to the wars. 

Thus every attack by the Commu
nist Party against the postal workers 
and other strikers is at the same time 
a. stab in the back of the African lib-
eration struggle. The Stalinists' at
tempts to demoralize and demobilize 
the Portuguese ·workers have strength
ened Spinola's hand in attempting to 
force concessions from the African 
rebels. 

Perhaps the clearest illustration of 
the common interests of the workers 
and peasants of Portugal and of the 
colonies is seen in the situation of 
the rank-and-file Portuguese soldiers. 
The overwhelming urge among the 
troops to go home parallels the desire 
of the African peoples for this occupa
tion force to leave their lands. 

For example, New York Times cor
respondent Henry Kamm reported 
from Guinea-Bissau June 24, "The sol
diers of both armies [the Portuguese 
and rebel armies] fraternize widely 
and a feeling of headlong decoloniza
tion is in the air." This is happening 
even though a cease-fire was never 
signed and negotiations between Lis
bon and the rebels have been sus
pended. 

The colonial minister in Spinola's 
government, Antonio de Almeida San
tos, told Kamm "that fraternization 
between the once-hostile armies had 
progressed so far that Portugal could 
not resume the war even if she wanted 
to." 

But despite the yearning of the Afri
can peoples for independence, despite 
the yearning of the Portuguese sol
diers to go home, and despite the 
opposition to the war by the over
whelming majority of Portuguese 
workers and peasants- the Stalinists 
refuse to fight for immediate Portu
guese withdrawal from Africa. Their 
support for the capitalist Spinola re
gime, and retention of their govern
ment portfolios, come first 

International protests demanding 
that Spinola get out of Africa can 
have an important impact in aiding 
the African liberation struggles as well 
as the antiwar struggle of the Portu
guese people. 

Guinea-Bissau rebels. Lisbon minister 
complains of widespread fraternization 
between Portuguese and rebel troops. 
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PORTUGAL: Censorship 

Spinola gov't in new attack on freedoms 
From Intercontinental Press 
By GERRY FOLEY 

After crushing the postal workers' 
strike on June 20 with the help of the 
Communist party, General Spinola's 
government launched a new assault 
on the freedoms seized by the Portu
guese masses in the wake of the April 
25 military coup. 

"The new Portuguese Government, 
faced with a continuing war in Africa 
and a faltering economy, today pub
lished severe restrictions on all news 
media," New York Times correspon
dent Henry Giniger cabled June 22 
from Lisbon. 

The new regulations made it illegal 
"to incite military disobedience, strikes, 
unauthorized demonstrations, or to 
offend the President of the republic, 
members of the Council of State and 
the Cabinet." 

The possible scope of the new cen
sorship was indicated by the following 
provision: "Publication of 'false news' 
when done to counter the general ob
jectives of the Government will be pun
ishable." 

Giniger noted that the issuance of 
these rules "emphasizes the continuing 
power of the armed forces despite the 
civilian Cabinet," a cabinet which, he 
explained, "includes Communists, So
cialists and center-left politicians." 

The Communist party's two cabi
net ministers are, of course, also pro
tected by the new regulations, just as 
are their Socialist and bourgeois col
leagues. Thus, presumably, any left
wing group that denounced the CP 
ministers could suffer repression un
der the new rules for "ideological ag
gression" that might "hinder" the gov
ernment's program. 

There can be no doubt at this stage 
that the support of the Communist 
party is essential to maintain the bour
geois grip on the situation in Por
tugal. This was amply demonstrated 
in the first general confrontation be
tween the new regime and a key sec
tion of the working class that rose 
up to demand the rights it was denied 
by the dictatorship. 

"The Communist party, which has 
two members in the Government-the 
party's secretary general, Alvaro Cu
nha!, Minister Without Portfolio, and 
Avelino Pacheco Go~alves, Minister 
of Labor-led a campaign against 
the postal workers," Giniger wrote 
from Lisbon June 20. "Supporting the 
Government and the armed forces, the 
Communists warned workers against 
'unrealistic' demands that played in
to the hands of 'reactionary forces.' 

"The Communists even organized a 
demonstration in front of the central 
post ·office last night. 

"' Fasclsts,' the demonstrators shout
ed at the postal workers, 'go back to 
work, you are sabotaging democ
racy.'" 

But it seems obvious now from the 
sequence of events that it was pre
cisely the defeat of the postal workers 
that emboldened the junta to launch 
a new attack on the democratic free
doms the masses won as a result of 
the April 25 coup and the acute split 
in the capitalist class that it repre
sented. 

Spinola is obliged to move as rap- . 
idly as possible to try to restore some 
essential bulwarks of capitalist class 
rule that were breached by the mass 
upsurge. First of all, he has to re
store the unity and authority of the 
officer corps. 

For two months, the bourgeoisie has 
lacked a reliable military machine. In 
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particular, groups of soldiers and sail
ors pave asserted their democratic 
rights by joining demonstrations 
against the colonial war and against 
the junta's first repressive actions. 
Since capitalist rule _depends funda
mentally on a disciplined body of 
armed men defending the interests of 
the privileged class, no bourgeois re
gime could long tolerate such a break
down of arbitrary authority in the 
military. 

The democratic ferment in the armed 

people rooting their old oppressors 
out of positions of wealth and power 
("encouraging manhunts, gratuitous 
insults, physical abuse, sacking of 
houses"). It did not mean "shame
fully and unrestrainedly biased re
ports in which the broadcasters them
selves indulge in the most improper 
attitudes." It did not mean affronts 
to "the values of family and morality." 
In short, "freedom" did not mean any
thing that challenged the bourgeois 
order that Galva.o de Melo and the 

and the Government's threat to con
script them into the army and force 
them to work." 

That is, as long as the political 
authority of the junta went essentially 
unchallenged, the postal workers 
could not help but succumb to their 
isolation and their own confusion. 

On the other hand, since the junta 
is unable to grant the most deeply 
felt demands of the Portuguese 
masses, it is constantly in danger of 
losing its grip on the process, despite 

Soldiers a~d. sailors have joined in workers' emonstrations in lisbon. A massive antiwar campaign coul 
between workers and the ranks of the armed forces. 

forces is all the more dangerous to 
the Spinola regime because of the con
tinuation of the war in Africa. In these 
conditions, the sentiment for imme
diate withdrawal from the colonies 
that exists in the armed services could 
quickly crystallize into an organized 
movement that would not only make it 
impossible for the junta to maintain 
the vital interests of Portuguese cap
italism in its so-called overseas prov
inces, but would also blow up any 
hope of restoring the military as an 
effective repressive force in Portugal 
itself. 

Secondly, Spinola must restore the 
bourgeois political monopoly in the 
means of communication. After the 
armed forces, the second major bul
wark of class rule is ideological dom
ination. To maintain its position, the 
dominant minority must convince the 
majority of society that it is ruling 
in their interest, suppressing all facts 
and arguments that indicate other
wise. 

Thus, no capitalist class can long 
tolerate the kind of democratic fer
ment and freedom of the press that has 
existed in Portugal since the coup. It 
cannot allow the working press to 
do its job honestly, reporting the views 
and activities of the left groups to 
a mass audience. Such freedom of 
the press is all the more dangerous 
since for the moment anticommunism 
and bourgeois ideology in general are 
profoundly discredited in Portugal, 
and there are no effective barriers to 
the masses taking an unprejudiced 
look at the ideas and programs of 
the revolutionists. 

The counterattack was started by 
General Galvao de Melo, a member 
of the junta, in a May 27 speech. "Free
dom," the general argued, did not 
mean "releasing terrorists who have 
no fatherland and making them into 
national heroes," nor did it mean the 

rest of the junta were determined to 
defend. 

At the same time, as representatives 
of capitalist class forces, the junta had 
to hold the wage gains of the workers 
to a minimum. Even the "progressive" 
capitalists were not prepared to grant 
the demands of the workers who were 
determined to take advantage of their 
new freedom to reverse the erosion 
of their living standard by the high
est inflation rate in Western Europe, 
to say nothing of beginning to make 
up for the superexploitation they suf
fered over the long years of the dic
tatorship. 

The workers demanded a statutory 
minimum wage of 6,000 escudos [ap
proximately US$288] a month. The 
government granted 3,000 and lim
ited this to industrial and public work
ers, excluding workers in the private 
service sector and agriculture, very 
numerous categories in a backward 
economy like that of Portugal. More
over, the new contracts granted to 
some key groups of industrial work
ers did not much exceed the statutory 
minimum. 

From Giniger's reports, it seems 
that the postal workers were simply 
raising the 6,000 escudo demand that 
was put forward by many categories 
of workers after the collapse of the 
repressive apparatus. 

"The postal workers have been de
manding twice that [the 3,000 escu
do minimum]- and a work week of 
35 hours. They were blocked on both 
demands." 

The reason the strike could not be 
maintained seems to be essentially the 
strength of the political authority of 
the junta and its reformist allies. 

"What made them [the postal work
ers] back down," Giniger wrote June 
20, "was the growing unpopularity 
of the strike throughout the country 

the all-out support of the CP. In par
ticular, as long as a significant mea~ 
sure of democratic freedoms remains, 
there is the constant threat that some 
revolutionary group will give the nec
essary leadership to a mass mobili
zation that can explode the political 
contradictions of the junta and the 
provisional government. 

The regime is particularly vulner
able on the question of the colonial 
war. Already a group of soldiers have 
written a letter published in the coun
try's major illustrated magazine, 
Flama, calling on their relatives and 
friends to demand that the troops be 
brought home immediately. And the 
attitude of these soldiers, who know 
the "democratic" generals best, was not 
total confidence in the regime. "Any 
of our loved ones who read this should 
call on the Junta de Salv~a.o Na
cional (loudly enough to be heard) 
to withdraw our troops immediately." 

On the basis of such an appeal, 
even a small revolutionary group 
could begin organizing a broad move
ment for immediate withdrawal that 
could have a powerful impact on the 
great masses of the Portuguese 'people. 

Such a movement could serve as 
the focus for the discontent and ques
tioning that has surfaced in the so
ciety. It could begin to offer a general 
challenge to the political dotpination 
of the junta and drive a wedge into 
the contradictions of the class-col
laborationist coalition government. It 
would forge an unbreakable bond be
tween the masses and the ranks of 
the army and thus prevent the reim
position of arbitrary authority. 

It could mount an attack on the 
political authority of the junta and 
the reformists at their well_kest point· 
and P!'event them from concentrating 
their influence to break militant ac
tions such as the postal workers' 
strike. 



United protest: 'Portugal out of Africa!' 
By BAXTER SMITH 
NEW YORK- Spilling off the side
walks of Casa de Portugal on busy 
Fifth Avenue where they had come to 
protest, about 120 people turned out 
for a noontime picket June 22, de
manding "Independence for the Portu
guese colonies now." 

The protest was prompted by the 
Portuguese government's refusal to 
grant. independence to its African col
onies. 

Banners and posters with slogans 
such as "End U.S. complicity with 
Portuguese colonialism," and "Inde
pendence for Angola, Mozambique, 
and Guinea-Bissau" were held aloft by 
picketers, some of whom were Afri
cans, mainly from Ethiopia. 

Picketers chanted, "Portugal out of 
Africa now! Independence for Guinea

. Bissau!" and "No U.S. aid for Por
tuguese colonialism." 

The protest won an approving re
sponse from midday shoppers. One 
young woman stopped, studied the 
placards for a moment, then joined 
the protesters briefly. Later, a pass
ing carload of Blacks saluted the pick
eters and cried, "Right on! Right on!" 

Casa de Portugal houses the Portu
guese tourist bureau and other Por-. 
tuguese government offices. Since the 
April 25 coup, its showcase window 
has had an eye-catching display with a 
message ·in foot-high letters. The let
ters- festooned with red carnations, 
the symbol of the coup- spell: 
"THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BET
TER TIME TO COME TO PORTU-

GAL AND SHARE OUR HAPPI
NESS." However, little happhiess has 
come to the people in the Portuguese 
colonies, who still face colonial oc
cupation. 

Organizations that sponsored the 
picket plan to. meet and discuss future 
protest activities. These organizations 
include the Young Socialist Alliance, 
Young Workers Liberation League, 
Ameriean Committee on Africa, New 
York Anti-Imperialist Movement in 
Solidarity with African Liberation 
Movements, Pan African Student Or
ganization in the Americas, Southern 
Africa Committee, Ethiopian Studen.t 

Union, Socialist Workers Party. 
Also the Umoja Society, African 

Youth Movement, International So
cialists, Committee for a Free South 
Africa, and Committee for a Free Mo
zambique. 

Picketers also came from KODDPA, 
a Haitian organization; New Begin
ning Movement; and Newark Con
gress of African people, among other 
groups. 

MINNEAPOLIS-Protesters from the 
Ad Hoc Coalition to End Portuguese 
Imperialism in Africa picketed Vice
president Gerald Ford during his visit 

·here June 24. They demanded that 
the United States halt its aid to Por
tugal's colonial wars. 

A demonstration spokesman, August 
Nimtz, told the crowd of about 150 
that the Portuguese government, with 
assistance from Washington, was con
tinuing to suppress the colonial revolu
tion in Afrita .. 

Also picketing Ford were supporters 
of Am eric an Indian Movement lead·ers 
Dennis Banks and Russell Means. 
They demanded that charges be 
dropped against the two, who are on 
trial for their leadership role in last 
year's seizure of Wounded Knee, S. D. 

Stalinist strikebreaking--American style 
By DICK ROBERTS 
To many people it may have seemed 
surprising to read in the newspapers 
about how the Communist Party in 
Portugal helped the Spinola govern
ment to break the recent postal work
ers' strike there. This party, which 
claims to represent the working class, 
organized a demonstration agaiTISt the 
strike, branding the postal workers as 
"fascists" who were "sabotaging democ
racy." 

To older trade-union and Black mil
itants in this country, however, this 
treacherous action by the Portuguese 
Stalinists will not sound strange at 
all. They will remember many times 
when the American CP carried out 
similar strikebreaking policies against 
both the labor movement and the 
Black struggle in this country- com
plele with even the same charges of 
"betraying national unity," "aiding the 
fascists," and so on. 

Two of the most blatant examples 
occurred during World War II. The 
war years saw a relentless attack on 
the wages and standard of living of 
American workers while prices and 
profits spiraled. This attack, from 
which Black workers suffered the 
most, was spearheaded by the Roose
velt administration, which the CP (af
ter the collapse of the Stalin-Hitler 
pact) devotedly supported- just as the 
Portuguese CP supports the Spinola 
government 

"Wages were to be frozen," wrote 
Militant correspondent Art Preis in La
bor's Giant Step. "Jobs also were to be 
frozen so that workers might not be 
lured by competing frrms with offers of 
higher pay .... 

"Above all, the workers' power of 
organized resistance- their right to 
strike-was smashed." The CP went 
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right along with this ruling-class at
tack and aided the bosses whenever 
they got the chance. 

American Stalinist leader William Z. 
Foster wrote in 1942, "At all costs, 
even under the worst provocation by 
employers who refuse to adjust your 
legitiniale grievances, there must be 
no strikes." 

Strikes, he wrote, "play directly into 
. the hands of Hitler." 

March on Washington 
During the war the American Stalin

ists turned totally against the Black 
civil rights struggle in order to bolsler 
the wartime alliances of the Kremlin. 

As the war opened there was a sud
den demand for assembly-line workers 
in war industry, but Blacks found 
themselves still barred from factory 
jobs. A movement developed to seize 
the occasion to struggle against 
racism in the plants and against dis
crimination in the armed forces. Led 
by A. Philip Randolph, president of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Port
ers, the "March on Washington" move
ment slated a demonstration in the 
capital for July 1, 1941. 

During that time Joseph Stalin and 
Hitler had entered a pact supposedly 
aimed at keeping the Nazis from at
tacking the Soviet Union. Around the 
world, diehard followers of the Krem
lin, like the American CP, attempted to 
keep their respective governments out 
of the war. 

They denounced the March on 
Washington movement as an "instru
ment of Wall Street imperialism" for 
not opposing the war. 

But in June 1941-just before the 
scheduled March on Washington
Germany invaded the Soviet Union. 
Stalin's line changed 180 degrees and 

so, of course, did the line of his loyal 
American supporters. Now they want
ed the Uniled Stales in the war and 
that meant supporting Roosevelt to 
the hilt and opposing the Randolph 
movement as allegedly "divisiv~ of 
the armed forces. 
.. James· Ford, a Black Stalinist lead

er, told Blacks their struggle was un
important: "Four hundred years of 
Negro slavery are nothing besides 
Nazi persecution of Jewish peoples, 
peoples of the occupied countries." 

Another Stalinist leader explained: 
"There are also Negro leaders ... 
[who] denounce 'the Government' and 
'white people' for still existing ra
cial injustice and ... organize mass 
struggles of the Negro people .... 
They too are following a path which 
weakens the victory program of the 
nation." 

When many Black newspapers be
gan to campaign for what they called 
the "Double VV"- victory over Hitler 
abroad, and victory over racism at 
home- the Stalinists denounced this 
slogan as "disruptive" of the war effort 

During the 1943 Harlem ghetto re
bellion, the CP took the side of the 
city and state governments against 
the masses of Black people. 

The Stalinists did their utmost to 
channel the Black movement into the 
Democratic Party and support for the 
war effort Top CP leader Earl Browd
er went so far as to declare, in essence, 
that the Black struggle had already 
been won because of the coalition with 
the Democrats. "The immediate 
achievement in this period, under the 
present American syslem of complele 
equality [!] for the Negroes," said 
Browder, "has been made possible by 
the war crisis, and by the character 
of this war as a people's war for na-

tionalliberation." 
As the war-primed inflation eroded 

living standards, more workers. 
sought means to struggle for wages 
that kept up with prices. They were op
posed by the Stalinists at every step. 

Coal miners' strike 
The most important wartime strug

gle was the strike of the Uniled ~ine 
Workers under John L. Lewis's lead
ership. Art Preis wrote, "The national 
strike of the miners was not only the 
largest coal strike the country had 
seen up to this time. It was the largest 
single strike of any kind the land 
had ever known. It was carried out 
with a dispatch, discipline and single
minded determination that had never 
been surpassed in the American labor 
movement" 

The CP openly sought to ingratiate. 
itself with the employers and govern
ment by an unrestrained slander cam
paign against ·Lewis and the miners. 
The Daily Worker, predecessor of the 
CP's Daily World, editorialized: "The 
Lewis line is disruption of the war ef
fort and provocation that could only 
result in irreparable harm to labor. 
. . . He wants to throw the country 
into a home-front war against the 
President, not against Hitler." Just like 
the Portuguese workers today, Lewis 
was labeled a "fascist' or "dupe of 
fascists." 

The Stalinists went further. They 
sent organizers and speakers into the 
coal fields to try to mobilize scabs for 
a back-to-work movement Louis Bu
denz, managing editor of the Daily 
Worker, wrote articles falsely report
ing that tl).ere was wavering among 
the miners. 

Roosevelt's tl).reats and the Stalinist 
strikebreaking atlempts did not hold 

Continued on page 26 

7 



British cops murder antiracist protester 
·from Intercontinental Press 

'By Tony Hodges 

London 
JUNE 16-Kevin Gately, a 21-

year-old student from Warwick Uni
versity, was killed here yesterday, a 
victim of a premeditated assault by 
hundreds of police against a 1,000-
strong demonstration. Gately, who 
had never attended a demonstration 
before, was struck unconscious by a 
blow on the head during the police 
attack and died four hours later of 
a cerebral hemorrhage. 

He had marched through central 
-London with other supporters of Lib
eration, a colonial freedom group 
whose president is Lord Brockway, 
to oppose an anti-immigrant demon
stration held the same day by 1,000 
supporters of the extreme right-wing 
National Front. The anti-National 
Front march was backed by the Inter
national M·arxist Group [British sec
tion of the Fourth International], the 
International Socialists, and the Com
munist party. 

The police attack came at London's 
Red Lion Square outside Conway 
Hall, where the National Front was 
to hold a rally protesting a decision of 
the Labour government to grant an 
amnesty to persons deemed illegal im
migrants under the racist 1971 Immi
gration Act. 

This is how Jackie Stevens, a mem
ber of the IMG who marched beside 
Gately into Red .Lion Square and was 
a fellow student at Warwick Universi
ty, described the events that led to 
Gately's death: "We turned into Red 
Lion Square, our arms linked togeth
er. We came across a line of police, 
and behind them were mounted po
lice. When we tried to get through to 
Conway Hall, the· police drew their 
batons and charged. . . . I fell and 
was trodden on by a horse and beaten 

Police carry Kevin Gately from demonstration after beating and trampling demon
strators. 

on the head. Our arms became un
linked and ·I didn't see Kevin again. 
There was blood all over the place 
and teeth lying on the ground. The 
police were screaming and shouting. 
We were all bunched up with horses 
on top of us. It was an absolutely hor
rific scene." 

Sydney Bidwell, Labour member of 
Parliament for So.uthall and chairman 
of the London council of Liberation, 
accused the police of attacking a small 
group of demonstrators "with great 

ferocity" and announced that he would 
put down a private member's question 
in the House of Commons, for Home 
Secretary Roy Jenkins. "Mounted po
lice," Bidwell said, "were driving peo
ple before them. I had to nip out 
of the way myself. I narrowly escaped 
being trampled by a horse." 

Fifty-five anti-National Front dem
onstrators were arrested. Many face 
trumped-up charges of assault, when 
their only crime was to be caught in 
the midst of a police riot. 

The IMG, which has been mount
ing a nationwide campaign to throw 
back the racist attacks of the Nation
al Front, stated late last night: "To
day's use of massive violence against 
a march sponsored by many leading 
figures and organisations in the la
bour movement must have been sanc
tioned at senior levels of the police or 
the government. The police were co
operating with the National Front 
marchers and had obviously been 
briefed to use exemplary violence not 
seen since the 1920s." 

By contrast with the vicious attack 
on the demonstration organised by 
Liberation, the treatment accorded to 
the National Front was one·of com
plete cordiality and cooperation on the 
part of the police. Once inside Con
way Hall, the National Front march
ers, some of whom wore black shirts, 
were told by racist demagogue Walter 
Barton, "It is time our young men 
were let loose on the reds." National 
Front chairman John Tyndall was 
drowned in cheers when he said: "You 
will probably read in the press to
morrow that the police kept order be
tween the National Front and the left 
wing. My version of this is that the 
police this afternoon saved the left 
wing." 

The IMG has called for an inquiry 
into the murder of Kevin Gately, to be 
organized immediately by the trade 
union and labour movements, and 
for the Labour government to ban a 
march scheduled for Birmingham by 
the National Front and the Ulster De
fence Association on July 13. The IMG 
is proposing that a giant rally be held 
by the Labour party and the trade 
unions in Birmingham on that day. 
The Warwick University students 
union is calling a mass rally in War
wick for June 21 in commemoration 
of Kevin Gately and is planning to 
hold a national c;iemonstration on 
June 22 to protest his murder. 

How Indian CP sabotaged railroad strike 
From Intercontinental Press 

By Shared Jhaveri 
Jamnagar 

The recent twenty-day rail strike was 
the longest and most costly in the 
history of the Indian rail system. The 
companies lost 500 million rupees 
[US$1 equals approximately 7. 75 
rupees], and the economy as a whole 
is estimated to have lost some 1,000 
million rupees. 

The strike was called off unilateral
ly May 28 by the National Coordina
tion Committee of Railwaymen's 
Struggle (NCCRS) in the wake of the 
Gandhi government's success in 
causing a split in the leadership. The 
NCCRS represents more than 1.6 mil
lion railway workers in some 160 
different unions. 

Irreconcilable differences among the 
leadership, at times involving mem
bers of the same party, appeared in 
the last three days of the strike. S. A. 
Dange, chairman of the pro-Moscow 
Communist party of India (CPI) and 
general secretary of the CPI-dominated 
All-India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) was, for example, clearly 
in favor of calling off the strike. His 
suggestion was to resolve the issues 
on a zonal or group basis rather 
than with a countrywide settlement. 

S. M. Bannerji, a prominent leader 
of the AITUC, openly criticised 
Dange's proposal. "It is really sur
prising," Bannerji said, "that at a time 
when the entire government machinery 
is being used to suppress and crush 
the striking railway employees, a sug-
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gestion should have been made to the 
workers to take [what should be a] 
collective decision group by group or 
zone by zone. The central trade unions 
that supported the strike uncondi
tionally should have stood by the side 
of railway employees and intensified 
their struggle by industrial action." 

Bannerji said that the Gandhi gov
ernment's repression was reminiscent 
of the fascist actions against· working 
people in the period between World 
War I and World War II. He called 
on the trade-union federations and 
members of parliament to protest the 
government's effort to "crush the trade
union movement." 

Dange' s stand was also criticised 
by the NCCRS, which termed his sug
gestion a "disruptionist" move aimed 
at helping the government destroy the 
trade~union movement. 

P. Ramamurti, general secretary of 
the Centre of Indian Trade Unions, 
the union federation led by the CPI 
(Marxist), blamed the collapse of the 
strike on the disruptive position taken 
by the AITUC. He said it was crystal 
clear that the CPI's coalition with the 
ruling Congress party in Kerala and 
its policy of overall support to the 
Congress government had put it in 
a pitiable predicament. 

"I leave it to the working class," 
Ramamurti said, "to draw their own 
conclusions and decide at whose bid
ding the AITUC leaders had at last 
resorted to this line of naked disrup
tion.~' He predicted that a large num
ber of workers in the AITUC would 
reject the policy of the CPl. 

Priya Gupta, general secretary of 

the. All-India Railwaymen's Federa
tion, also criticised the unilateral termi
nation of the strike. He pointed out 
that this removed pressure on the gov
ernment regarding such questions as 
the victimisation and jailing of mili
tant unionists. No concession was ex
tracted from the government over the 
fate of the 50,000 railwaymen who 
have been arrested or the nearly 10,-
000 who have been dismissed. 

The government did meet six of the 
strikers' eight demands, totaling about 
800 million rupees. But it refused to 
make any commitment on the two 
most important demands- the pay
ment of a bonus and wage parity 
with other workers in the public sec
tor. 

It is obvious that the ·strike lead-. 
ers no longer have any power to back 
up the workers' demands. Railway 
Minister L. N. Mishra confirmed this 
May 28, when he declared that the 
strikers would not be paid for the 
days they did not work and that they 
would lose their seniority rights. 

Although the leadership described 
the strike as an "industrial action," 
it obviously had broad political im
plications. It was a general strike in
volving a direct confrontation between 
workers and their rulers, and as such 
it could not be waged simply on the 
economic front. The whole movement 
should have been politicised from the 
very beginning, with more vigorous 
action from the various left parties 
and the trade-union federations they 
lead. 

The government obviously intended 
to teach the country's organised work-

ing-class movement a lesson, a strat
egy that reflects the pronounced right
ward drift of the Gandhi administra
tion. 

For the moment, the workers have 
lost the initiative. Nevertheless, the 
strike represented a high point in the 
recent actions mounted by the urban 
proletariat of India. 

The U.S. Communist Party has ful
ly indentified itself . with the role of 
the Indian CP in sabotaging the rail 
strike so as not to embarrass the Con
gress party government of Indira 
Gandhi. An article in the June 12 
issue of· the CP's Daily World says, 
"Some forces sought to use the strike 
as a political fight against the gov
ernment, but this was neither the ob
jective of the movement nor the desire 
of the railmen. . . . 

"The CPI treated the railway strike 
as a trade union struggle and took 
active part in leading it." 

The Daily World correspondent does 
not explain how the strike could be 
other than a fight against the gov
ernment, since the government is the 
employer of the railway workers. 

The writer goes on to say that "blind 
anti-Congressism is no solution or al
ternative to the present Congress gov
ernment." 

"With this background," the article 
continues, "the CPI did not want to 
goad the railway workers to a fight 
to a finish. . . . " 

The Daily World does not report the 
views of any of the CPI members 
who spoke out against this sellout 
policy . 



Protests hit killing of Black youth in Atlanta 
ByJOELABER 
ATLANTA Seventeen-year-old 
·Brandon Gibson is dead, shot down 
by local cops. 

Demanding that the killer cops be 
put on trial and that Police Chief In
man be fired, 300 somber people 
marched with a coffin from the funeral 
home where Brandon Gibson's body 
lies to police headquarters here on 
June 23, the day after the killing. 

The police dragged off and arrested 
34 people, including the "pallbearers" 
and the Reverend Hosea Williams. 

They were arrested on the phony 
charge of "interfering with the func
tioning of a government building." 
Bond was set at $1,500 each. 

Among the speakers at various pro
test meetings have been Brandon Gib
son's relatives; friends of the family; 
classmates from Frederick Douglass 
High School; and political activists, 
including Hosea Williams, City Coun
cilman Arthur Langford, and Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for governor 
Vince Eagan. 

Cops claimed they were attempting 
to arrest Brandon Gibson for parole 
violation when they shot him inside 
a neighbor's house. 

In an interview with The Militant, 
two close friends of the Gibson family 
- Mattlyne Willis and Ethelene 
Thomas- and Brandon's 12-year-old 
brother David pieced together the 
tragic event. 

Two plainclothes cops walked with 
Brandon to their patrol car, and one 
of the cops drew a gun on Brandon 
and threatened to shoot. Brandon got 
scared and· ran into a neighbor's 
house, pursued by the two officers. 
One grabbed him by the hair and the 
other held him from behind. 

The neighbor begged them to turn 
Brandon loose and let him walk to 
the car. Instead they radioed for help. 
One cop drew his revolver, and Bran
don began to struggle to .get away. 
After the two cops had wrestled with 
Brandon for five minutes, a uni-
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May demonstration against police terror 
21 Blacks have been killed by Atlanta police. 

formed cop arrived- gun in one 
hand, nightstick in the other. This 
cop raised his nightstick, and Bran
don's brother grabbed it to prevent 
him from striking Brandon. 

One of the plainclothes cops yelled, 
"Shoot!" The uniformed cop shot 
Brandon in the head while the plain::' 
clothes cop shot him in the stomach. 

The police version of the killing says 
that Brandon had grabbed the plain
clothesman's gun and pointed it at 
the uniformed cop; then the uniformed 
cop fired in self-defense. The police 
offer no plausible explanation for 
Brandon's stomach wound. They say 
Brandon must have wounded himself 
accidentally! 

Later, police threatened to shoot 
Brandon's mother and brother when 
they tried to get inside the apartment 
to his body. 

"I would like to see the entire city 
of Atlanta get involved in this pro
test," Mattlyne Willis said. "The police
men should be fired and tried for first
degree murder." 

Willis said, "We don't need the type 
of police we have, and these three 
policemen were Black. We would like 
to see the Black policemen too shape 
up or ship out." 

Brandon Gibson was the twenty-sec-

ond victim of local police in the lal'!t 
year and a half- all but one were 
Black. 

Responding to anger in the Black 
· community over past killings, six 
weeks ago Mayor Maynard Jackson 
tried to fire Police Chief Inman. Three 
weeks ago, the city council voted to 
impeach Inman. Thus far, the courts 
have enjoined both the mayor and the 
city council from firing the chief. 

As the controversy unfolded, an 
undercover police agent was caught 
spying on Georgia's largest Black 
newspaper, the Atlanta Voice. This 
week a second police media spy was 
exposed. Inman's target this time was 
WRFG (Radio Free Georgia), a lis
tener-sponsored radio station. John L. 
Pratt, alias Jonee Ansa, had wormed 
his way into the job of program di
rector for WRFG. 

Pratt became friendly with many 
radicals, including supporters of the 
Socialist Workers Party campaign, 
Black activists in the Timbuktu Book
store, and artists at the Twelfth Gate 
coffeehouse. He frequently tried to get 
his "friends" to violate drug laws. 

After being seen in uniform, Pratt 
now admits that he is a member of thr 
Atlanta police narcotics squad. 

AS WE GO TO PRESS: 
ATLANTA, June26- The memorial 
march following the funeral of 
Brandon Gibson was aHaclced by 
dozens of club-swinging cops this 
evening in downtown Atlanta. 

Several marchers were hospi
talized after police on horses and 
on foot charged wildly. The Rev
erend Hosea Williams was 
dragged away by the cops, and at 
least 20 other people were ar
rested. 

Young children from Bowen 
Homes and old people were 
beaten and arrested. 

Five hundred people marched. 
Four hundred others were wait
ing at Central City Parle, three 
bloclcs away, when the police at
facie occurred. 

Mayor Maynard Jackson cut 
short his meeting at the National 
Mayors Conference in San Diego 
and told the media while en route 
home, "I urge people to think 
before they act, because I am en
;oined by the courts from pro
tecting the citizens of Atlanta." 

Vince Eagan, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor and 
a participant in the march, at
tacked the mayor's statement as 
"pure treachery, an open invito
ion for these racist police-state 
tactics to continue unrestrained." 

Among the marchers were J. 
Lowell Ware, editor of the Atlanta 
Voice; the Reverend W. J. Staf
ford of the Free For All Baptist 
Church; and Gene Guerrero of 
the ACLU. 

U.S. sailors in Japan protest ~new Navy' 
The following is from a New Asia 
News dispatch. 

By DICK ENGLE 
and NANCY STROHL 
TOKYO- In one of the biggest up
risings within the U. S. military since 
the Vietnam cease-fire 17 months ago, 
more than 100 crew members of the 
USS Midway refused to sail when the 
giant aircraft carrier left its home port 
at Yokosuka Naval Base on June 14. 

The men, about half of them Black, 
left the carrier within a four-hour peri
od and quickly went underground in 
various parts of the Tokyo area. The 
spontaneous rebellion was the latest 
and most dramatic example of 
mounting discontent among enlisted 
men over bad living conditions and 
constant harassment in the new image 
"peacetime Navy." 

"Most likely we'll go to the brig 
for this," one striking sailor said, "but 
we're together. We didn't just jump 
into this, we thought about it. I think 
our reasons are good. We're tired of 
the pig boat." 

Th"e walkout, talked up on board 
since April, was also an expression 
of doubts about the purpose of the 
U.S. Navy in Asia today. As one 
sailor told New Asia News, "I won't 
serve on it anymore. If they send me 
back, they'll be paying a man who 
won't work. In my opinion the Mid
way's over here for one thing: 
America's an aggressive nation, they 
always want to get ahead of other 
countries. It's just a Cold War." 

The "new Navy," inaugurated with 
great fanfare in 1972 to overcome 
the seething discontent of the Vietnam 
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era, is meeting its most severe test at 
Yokosuka. The basic promise: more 
privileges and pay and an end to 
racism and petty harassment of en
listed men. Recent events suggest that 
the program is in a shambles. 

The USN command at Yokosuka, 
shaken by the walkout, has tried to 
cover up the incident. It announced 
that 32 men went AWOL on June 14, 
and half of these had turned them
selves in by June 18. However, New 
Asia News confirmed that 100 Mid
way crew members were still under
ground on June 20. 

Several factors create an eXplosive 
situation on the Midway. The first and 
only carrier to be homeported outside 
the United States, it is scheduled to be 
here through 1976. Daily demonstra
tions of up to 30,000 Japanese citizens 
preceded the ship's arrival in Yoko
suka on Oct. 5, 1973. The Midway 
crew is well aware that most Japanese 
don't want the ship in Japan. 

Most of the crew didn't volunteer, 
but were sent here from Navy schools 
as their first duty station. Many feel 
they joined the "peacetime Navy," and 
ask: "Why are we here if it's peace
time?" 

There is deep cynicism among most 
first-termers about the U.S. Navy's 
mission. Many Midway sailors feel 
they are here to protect dictatorial 
governments from Singapore to South 
Korea. 

Yokosuka is a lonely place for peo
ple without families or who are too 
low-ranking to have th.e military bring 
their families to Japan. After some 
of the crew volunteered last year, the 
Navy announced that it would not 

pay transportation for families ofmost 
lower enlisted men. And even with 
recent pay increases, these men 
couldn't begJn to support a family 
in the Tokyo area. 

One sailor said, "People like me have 
feelings, too. We don't have any fam
ilies to go to, just the Honcho (bar 
street). All we have to do is go out 
there and drink, and even then the 
Shore Patrol harasses us." 

A majority of sailors use drugs to 
escape the reality of life on the Mid
way. What is that life like? The com
mand acts as if spit and polish can 
gloss over the deep discontent and 
low morale. There is considerable 
pressure on lower-ranking people. 

Lack of privacy also generates pres
sures. While officers have private 
rooms, enlisted men sleep three high 
on bunks. Curtains which used to give 
some privacy were taken down as a 
fire hazard last fall. The Midway says 
new ones are not available because· 
corners must be cut to pay for in
creased oil and jet fuel costs. Yet every 
day at sea, planes take off for now here 
and the ship steams in circles. 

Blacks get more than their share of 
harassment. But their unity also gives 
them .a kind of edge. Blacks were the 
first to talk about a walkout, and other 
sailors knew they had the unity to 
carry it off. Command racism is also 
a major problem for Third World peo
ple, including large numbers of 
Filipino sailors. "They (the com
mands) aren't just prejudiced against 
Blacks, they're prejudiced against 
everybody," one Black sailor com
mented. 

The Midway's no-nonsense com-

mander, Captain R.J. Schulte, main
tains order through fear. He has the 
power to punish people for hundreds 
of infractions at Captain's Mast. A 
sailor is "written up" and appears be
fore Schulte, who acts as judge, jury, 
and prosecutor. 

There is a waiting list for the brig 
right now. Once sentenced at mast, 
there is very little recourse. An ap
peal is seldom granted, and even if 
it is, the time has already been served. 

Hundreds of the Midway crew have 
been hi the brig during the past year, 
and brutality is a central complaint 
in the current walkout. "I was pushed 
and hit and slammed up against the 
bulkheads," one sailor complained, 
"for no reason, for coughing, sneezing, 
or smiling ... " 
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In Our Opinion 
... Portugal 
Continued from page l 
tion of the fundamentally common interests of the workers 
and peasants in Portugal and the colonies, in opposition to 
the handful of capitalists who benefit from imperialist exploi~ 
tation. 

The stakes in the Portuguese developments are great. A 
deepening of the revolutionary process there would immediately 
spur forward the revolt against Portuguese colonialism in 
Mozambique, Angola, and Guinea-Bissau. The toppling of 
colonial rule in the Portuguese colonies would spark rebel
lions of the oppressed Black masses throughout Africa, espe
cially in the white settler-colonial states of South Africa and 
Rhodesia. 

At stake in the Portuguese workers struggles is not only 
-the African revolution but also the European socialist revo
lution. The impact has already been felt in neighboring Spain. 
But the eyes of the powerful working classes of France, Italy, 
Britain, and Germany will also be on Portugal. 

American labor also has a big stake in the Portuguese 
upsurge. The Portuguese postal workers were fighting to pro
tect themselves from the same rampaging inflation faced by 
postal workers and all other working people in the U.S. Black 
Americans have a special interest in the victory of the Afri
can peoples over Portuguese colonialism. 

The other way in which the events in Portugal are impor
tant to working people and Black people in this country is 
in the lessons they teach. Each experience of the working class 
in struggle-especially those on the massive scale of the Por
tuguese upsurge- carries lessons on what strategy and tac
tics bring victories and which bring defeats. 

In Portugal the Communist Party is now the key force 
blocking the struggle of the masses for an end to the colo
nial wars, a living wage for working people, and land to those 
who till it. The Stalinists are part of the Spinola government 
and have functioned as the battering ram to force government 
strikebreaking and continuation of the colonial wars down 
the throats of the workers. 

The Portuguese Communist Party's support for this im
perialist regime headed by a fascist-trained general has led 
the Portuguese Stalinists into the most wretched and blatant 
displays of strikebreaking. Under the slogan of "unity with 
the armed forces," the CP has worked to demoralize and iso
late any workers who set out to fight for the elementary needs 
of the masses. They have stabbed the African rebels in the 
back by joining a government headed by officers like Spinola 
who previously directed the torturers and subjugators of the 
African peoples of Mozambique, Angola, and Guinea-Bissau. 

Their policy amounts to digging the grave of the Portuguese 
revolution. And when the workers movement is weakened suf
ficiently by their attacks, Spinola will not hesitate to turn 
on the rank-and-file CP workers, whose leaders are today sing
ing his praises. 

This Stalinist strikebreaking and cover-up for colonialism 
must be exposed and denounced throughout the international 
working-class movement. 

We ask our readers to join us in waging a campaign in 
solidarity with the Portuguese workers and the people of the 
African · colonies, whose struggle has such potential impli
cations for the world socialist revolution and the future of 
humanity. 

e The. Militant will continue to tell the truth about the de
velopments in Portugal week after week. We will feature work
ers struggles, such as the heroic action of the postal workers, 
which always get short shrift in the capitalist media. 

e Help sell The Militant to get out the importance of the 
Portuguese upsurge to wider sections of the American peo
ple. 

e Picket lines and demonstrations can be organized across 
the country at offices representing the Portuguese government 
to demand: Immediate, unconditional Portuguese withdrawal 
from Africa! No U.S. aid to the Spinola government! Sup
port for the just struggles of the Portuguese workers! 

Even if such demonstrations are small to begin with, they 
can have an important impact. Postal workers, especially 
Black postal workers, will be interested in the struggle of their 
brothers and sisters in Portugal. Growing numbers of union 
officials will be willing to sign protest statements against 
the strikebreaking actions of the Spinola government and its 
Stalinist finks. The picket line in New York City June 22 
(see story on page 7) shows it is possible to unite a broad 
range of organizations in protest. 

The Portuguese events have provided working people of 
the world with an inspiring glimpse of the possibilities for a 
new society based on human cooperation and solidarity. It 
is our duty to rally whatever support possible to the Portu
guese and African peoples, who are at this time in the fore
front of the world revolution. 
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Nonbiased coverage 
I first heard of your paper through 
a very dear friend of mine in pris
on. I am very interested in your 
nonbiased coverage on national 
events, especially the Wounded 
Knee trials. Please hurry my 
subscription, as I am anxious to 
read the truth! 
L.L. 
Enfield, Conn. 

What about the ordinary? 
As a faithful reader of The Militant 
for over a year now, I can only 
begin by commending the paper for 
its excellent coverage of U. S. and 
world events from a Marxist revo
lutionary point of view. 

May I suggest that The Militant 
would be of even greater interest if 
it contained more in-depth analyses 
of American life. Although present 
coverage of militant ·campaigns is 
lively and complete, it accounts for 
an aspect of the U. S., which for the 
time being, at least, is out of the 
ordinary. Well, what about the 
ordinary? How about some Marxist 
critiques of such seemingly rock
solid American institutions as 
church, family, school, army, and 
football? 
T.G. 
Geneva, Switzerland 

lntro 2 
The events in New York City sur-
rounding the recent defeat of Intro 
2 and the emergence of a militant 
gay movement in Portugal have 
shown concretely the significance of 
the gay liberation movement in the 
struggle for socialism. 

Reactionary forces both here and 
in Portugal have opposed gay rights 
for similar reasons. The Catholic 
church called Intro 2 a "threat to 
sound family life." General Galvao 
de Melo referred to the rise of the 
gay movement in Portugal as "a 
demonstration of amorality unpre
cedented in any country where the 
values of family and morality have 
ever existed." 

Opposition to Intro 2 was spear
headed by the Catholic church and 
Hasidic rabbis. These same forces 
have used the exact same argument 
against women's rights. The struggle 
against gay oppression is directly 
linked to the struggle against 
women's oppression and against 
religious superstition. 

While it may be possible to win 
a few civil rights laws for gays 
under capitalism (and in New York 
even that seems questionable) gays 
will only win complete freedom 
under socialism. 
c.w. 
New York, N. Y. 

UFW support 
Farm workers and supporters held 
a successful "greet the grapes" rally 
at the produce terminal here in 
Detroit June 13. One hundred and 
fifty people turned out at 6 a.m. 

The demonstrators chanted, 
"Support United Farm Workers" and 
"Boycott grapes," and passed out 
leaflets to incoming truck drivers 
and store owners. One picket carried 
a large sign reading, "This Team
ster supports the farm workers 
union." 

I spoke with several United Auto 
Workers Local 174 members who 

Letters 
have been on strike at the Firestone 
Steel Products division in River
view, south of Detroit, for four 
months. I was told that about 25 of 
them were present at the farm work
ers rally and that the Firestone 
workers have an ongoing relation
ship of mutual support with the 
UFW in Detroit. UFW supporters 
have been participating regularly in 
the picketing at Firestone. 
Dean Denno 
Detroi~ Mich. 

A biHer lesson 
The 44-day strike by Dallas 
Printing Pressmen's Local 21 against 
Dallas's two major dailies ended in 
a humiliating defeat for the union. 

On June 14, union officials an
nounced to the Dallas Times Herald 
and the Morning News that they 
were ready to return to work "un
conditionally." But the papers an
nounced that almost all the vacant 
positions had been filled and so 
they would not rehire the workers. 

The printing pressmen walked out 
May 1 when the newspapers ended 
talks with the union. The Herald 
and the News were attempting to lay 
off several workers and speed up the 
rest by taking control of the number 
of men at each press. The union 
in the past had always controlled 
the manning of the presses. 

The strike had been ineffective, as 
members of the other craft unions 
working for the newspapers freely 
crossed the picket lines, as well as 
some members of the striking Press
men's union itself. Consequently, 
the newspapers were able to continue 
publishing full-sized editions despite 
the strike. Once again craft-union 
organization of the newspaper indus
try resulted in a bitter lesson for 
its workers. 
Rob Roper 
Dallas, Texas 

Individual terror 
There are a lot of us here at San 
Quentin who with the right influence 
could come out of this violence and 
into a real struggle. I feel from 
experience that individual terror 
tactics don't help. It will take the 
masses of workers. I show my 
Militant to others to show them that 
we are only a disorganized unit with 
no theory other than violence. And 
the few of us who have been 
through it look for a better way
the ideas of Marx, Lenin, and 
Trotsky. 
A prisoner 
California 

'Special housing' 
On Jan. 29 to 31, we (about seven 
of us) appeared in Buffalo Supreme 
Court to contest the intolerable and 
inhumane conditions we were forced 
to undergo in Auburn Prison's 
Special Housing Unit, which is a 
euphemious expression for 
punitive segregation. 

On June 19, some of us ap-
peared in front of Judge James 
Moore seeking a judicial determina
tion on our contention of illegal con
tainment in the box. 

As petitioners, we argued and 
proved that it was an outcome of 
the arbitrary, capricious, whimsical, 
and vindictive decisions of Deputy 
Commissioner Walter Dunbar, and 
Auburn's Superintendent Robert 



Henderson, and others with them, 
that kept us segregated from gen
eral population. 

Attorney Pachoda demonstrated 
that the labels of SHU, HBZ, Unit 
Fourteen, adjustment center, etc., 
are irrelevant because they are in 
violation of inmates' due process. 

We are currently still going to 
court on the calendar call, which 
began June 10, to determine our 
status vis-a-vis preparedness for 
trial. Two cases so far have been 
marked for September trials. 
An Attica indictee 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Senator Jackson 
U.S. Senator Henry Jackson, 
Democrat from Washington and 
leading contender for the 1976 
Democratic presidential nomina-
tion, recently visited Puerto Rico and 
made statements there that totally 
expose the true colonial character of 
the relationship between the U. S. 
and Puerto Rico. 

In answer to questions from a 
reporter from the proindependence 
newspaper Claridad, the senator 
said that the ties between the U. S. 
and Puerto Rico were "irrevocable." 

He added that "it is good that 
people know the truth, and the 
reality is that as a territory of the 
United States these relationships are 
irrevocable." 

When asked if Puerto Rico could 
have independence provided the 
majority of its people voted for it, 
he said that it was up to the U. S. 
Congress to decide whether or not 
Puerto Rico would be independent, 
irrespective of the wishes of the 
Puerto Rican people. 

Asked what right the United 
States had to maintain its hold 
over' the island colony, he responded, 
"How do you think we acquired 
Washington and other states? It was 
by conquest, and in no other 
way." 
J.P. 
New York, N. Y. 

Use of The Militant 
H at all possible please advise us as 
to the possibilities of syndicating 
some of your columns and written 
material. In reading your publica
tion we feel that a great deal of the 
facts reported in your paper would 
help us inform our readers of 
national and international news. 

We're a small Black weekly news
paper with a paid circulation of 
just under 5,000 copies. 
L. K. Curtis 
Cleveland Review 
Cleveland, Ohio 

In reply-We are always happy to 
have material that appears in The 
Militant reprinted and circulated 
by other publications. Unless an 
article is copywrited, no special 
permission is needed to do so. 
We request that The Militant be 
given credit for any article re
printed from it. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
iary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

The novelty of a solid strike 
The court called it "a novelty." But the way the Amal
gamated Union of Engineering Workers recently 
forced th~ National Industrial Relations Court and 
the British government to back down on a punitive 
fine levied against the union when the Tories were 
in power is the convincing part. It is a good example 
of what unions in this country ought to do when 
hit with heavy fines, as they often are, for striking. 

Such strikebreaking decisions have been directed 
notoriously against teachers in many cities here, 
and last fall against Local 1199 of the hospital 
workers in New York. 

The case in Britain was different in that it came 
before a special court established under the Indus
trial Relations Act, the equivalent of Taft-Hartley 
here, instead of the regular courts. But the way the 
union handled it would be effective against any court, 
providing the union mgvement is prepared to chal
lenge ruling-class justice. 

The British Engineering Workers Union refused 
.to pay a $113,000 fine last fall. The court awarded 
the money to Con-Mech (Engineering) Ltd., a firm 
that was struck and claimed damages. 

When the court seized the union's total assets 
($732,000), all engineering workers were called out. 
A nationwide strike started May 7 and was imme
diately effective, beginning to close auto plants, steel 
mills, shipyards, most newspapers, and airports. That 
was enough to settle the matter. 

An attorney representing anonymous clients (some 
said a group of industrialists, others thought it was 
the government) appeared before the court and of
fered $156,000 to settle all fines and damages levied 
against the union. It was the same offer that had been 
rejected before the shutdown began. It was accepted 
after workers left their_ jobs and no judge in London 
could read the morning Times because therewasnone. 

Sir John Donaldson was the Tory president of the 
court who thought he was in charge from the begin
ning of the case and was still anxious to teach the 
union a lesson about the folly of strikes. In the end 
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he made a little speech about the "authority of the 
court," "parliamentary democracy," and "rule of law." 
He concluded that "an offer to pay thejudgment debt 
of another is a novelty," but this time he accepted 
the offer. 

After the judgment ·against the union had been 
settled in this novel way, the strikers began return
ing to work. The novelty of it seemed not to bother 
them at all. It was the settlement that counted. They 
didn't have to pay anything, which is what they 
had decided in the beginning. 

The 1.2 million-member Amalgamated Union of . 
Engineering Workers is powerful enough to halt es
sential production in Britain. That is one reason it 
could make its decision stick. 

Furthermore, and partially as a result of similar 
struggles by other unions, the Labour Party has 
promised to repeal the Industrial Relations Act. Now 
that it is in power, there is tremendous pressure on it 
to carry out this pledge. It has introduced legisla
tion in parliament to repeal the act and abolish 
the Industrial Disputes Court. 

Resolute actions by the union movement like the 
Engineers' strike will encourage parliament to act 
speedily on repeal. 

Contrast this with the American labor movement's 
inability to fight against such antilabor legislation 
as Taft-Hartley. 

Truman promised in 1948 when the union move
ment put him back in the White House that the first 
thing he would see done was Taft-Hartley repeal. 
Twenty-five years later that law is still on the books 
and nothing is said anymore about repealing it. All 
the hypocritical "friends of labor" Democrats have 
ever done about Taft-Hartley is use it to break strikes, 
and pass more laws to strengthen it. 

The Democratic Party is owned and operated by 
the employing class. Unions here need a labor par
ty, backed by an all-out mobilization of the labor 
movement, to fight effectively to abolish antilabor 
legislation and curb the strikebreakers in judges' 
robes. 

Miguel Pendas 

Abuses of 'illegal aliens' 
LOS ANGELES- Another of the many ways in 
which undocumented workers ("illegal aliens") are 
abused has been spotlighted in recent months here. 

A 28-year-old mexicana without papers who was 
being held by federal authorities was ordered re
leased by a U.S. district judge in April when it was 
discovered that she had been suffering beatings in 
prison. She had spent 37 days in jail- not charged 
with any crime-detained to serve as a material 
witness against the persons who had smuggled her 
into the country. 

The holding of undocumented persons as material 
witnesses against coyotes (labor smugglers) is a 
common practice. There are hundreds-charged with 
no crime whatever- behind bars right now in South
ern California. They spend on the average two or 
three months in jail waiting to testify and then are 
rewarded with summary deportation. 

The law provides for the detention of anyone, citi
zen or otherwise, as a material witness, if the court 
suspects that the person might not voluntarily respond 
to a subpoena. But the courts consider mexicanos 
without papers inherently "unreliable"; they are in
variably jailed. Government prosecutors maintain 
that these people must be kept locked up to prevent 
them from going back to Mexico before they fulfill 
their so-called civic duty to testify. 

Compare this racist hypocrisy with the kid-glove 
treatment given to Watergate conspirators the govern
ment wants to use as witnesses. Although many have 
been heavily implicated in serious crimes, the gov
ernment promises them immunity or light sentences 
in exchange for their testimony. 

And talk about ignoring subpoenas. Richard Nix
on can defy subpoenas right and left. The courts 
don't lock him up. 

Not too many coyotes are being locked up either. 
Labor smuggling is a thriving multimillion dollar 
business. Coyotes rip off $200 to $300 a head to 
bring hungry people over the border in search of 
work. It is usually the drivers and other flunkies 
who take the risks and get caught. 

In the rare event that a coyote does get caught, 
they can easily put up bail with the money they get 
by fleecing their victims. The victims who are being 
held as witnesses are too poor to afford bail. 

Apparently sensing that public displeasure might 
be manifested against the jailing of innocent per
sons, the courts have come up with a compromise. 
They have recently begun to videotape testimony 
so they don't have to wait for the trial. Even so, 
the first 10 witnesses on whom this was tried spent 
17 days in prison. They were then "thanked" for ful
filling their civic responsibilities with a boot across 
the border. It is questionable whether this television 
testimony will even hold up in court. 

The truth is that the government is up to its neck 
in the corruption on the border. Several immigration 
officials have already been convicted of taking kick
backs from coyotes. smuggling narcotics, pimping, 
forging documents, and extortion. These people are 
never going to crack down on coyotes. 

There is only one solution to this problem, and 
it is a very simple one. End the "illegal" status once 
and for all. Grant full citizenship rights to all who 
want to live and work here. This would automatically 
put all the coyotes, forgers, and a hundred other 
kinds of parasites out of business overnight. 

As long as there are "illegals," there will be cor
ruption. It is impossible to have the one without the 
other. 

.ll 



The Great Society 

Provided, of course, the price is right
The U.S. energy crisis will be over in 
five years and companies may be ex
porting oil by then, according to Ar
thur Spitzer, oil man and research 
specialist. "We've known for a long 
time," he said, "that our coal and 
shale reserves could provide the na
tion's energy needs for 600 years." 

Natural law- The government will be 
buying up to $100-million w.orth of 
meat to help relieve the present glut 
on the wholesale market. And, as one 
Washington dispatch explained, "As 

Women In Revolt 

Harry Ring 

the meat glut is reduced and supply 
dwindles, the natural tendency will be 
for wholesale and retail prices to rise." 

No need for ark? That 22-foot cabin 
cruiser presented to the Guru Maharaj 
Ji as a wedding gift by his disciples 
was not repossessed. It was returned, 
a Divine Light mission spokesman 
explained, because "it didn't fit in with 
the mission's program." And how do 
the $85,000 house, the two Cessna 
planes, and the Maserati, Rolls, and 
Mercedes fit in? "Residences are useful 
and transportation is necessary," the 
spoke~man responded. 

Almost as patient as union officials
Citing a 5. 6 percent drop in real wages, 
AFL-CIO economist Nat Goldfinger 
philosophically observed that "every
one's quite amazed by the extreme de
gree of patience of the workers." 

Fifth Amendment capitalist?- Those 
who were around in the 1950s will sa
vor the irony of Nixon telling Mitchell 
to take the Fifth Amendment on Water
gate revelations. Nixon helped the late 
Joseph McCarthy popularize the no
tion that those who exercized the con
stitutional privilege were "Fifth 
Amendment communists." 

Linda Jenness 

Fighting sexism in schools, sports 
Sex discrimination in education: The Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare has proposed 
a series of regulations against sex discrimination 
in education. If implemented, the provisions would, 
among other things, bar discrimination against 
women in admission to public colleges and uni
versities; prohibit discrimination in the awarding 
of scholarships and other financial aid; ban of
fering home economics courses only to women 
a1;1d shop courses only to men; and prohibit ap
plying different conduct standards to men and 
women. 

However, private undergraduate colleges are ex
empted from the ban on sex discriminations in 
admissions, as are pre-elementary, elementary, and 
secondary schools. 

The proposed regulations do not say anything 
about the use of sexist textbooks or other cur
riculum material. 

Although the regulations call for improvement 
in facilities for women's athletics, they do not re
quire equal expenditures for women's sports or 
equal athletic scholarships for women. 

In spite of the shortcomings of the regulations, 
they can provide a vehicle for, a fight against sex 
discrimination in education. 

Little League gives in: Officials of Little League 

Baseball, . Inc., announced that tney would "de
ft!r to the changing social climate" and permit 
girls to play on their teams. The "changing so
cial climate" that pressured the Little League to 
change its 35-year-old "for boys only" rule in
cluded law suits, demonstrations, and the girls 
who were determined to play. 

Women coal miners: The first women members 
of the United Mine Workers to work inside a mine 
are Diana Baldwin, 25, and Anita Cherry, 39, 
of Jenkins, Ky. Both are former hospital work
ers. Baldwin said, "We can make more than twice 
as much money in the mines as we could at the 
hospital." 

What do the men think? A miner who works 
with Baldwin said, " ... it did surprise me how 
well they worked out in the mines. I've seen a 
whole lot worse- and, of course, I've seen some 
better." The section foreman said, "If they got 
enough guts to come in here, I say, buddy, let 'em 
come." 

Because of their low seniority the two women 
work the midnight to 8 a.m. "hoot owl" shift. 
Baldwin drives a shuttle car in one section of 
the mine, and Cherry is a rock duster and scoop 
operator in another section. 

By Any Means Necessary 

God's intention: Delegates at the Southern Baptist 
Convention voted against increased participation 
of women in church services and on governing 
bodies. They also opposed a resolution calling 
for equal pay for equal work and for the elimina
tion of discrimination against women in secular 
employment. 

Reverend Richard Jackson explained the high
level theology behind the vote. "We must recognize 
that God has intended man to be the spiritual 
leader, both in the home and in the church. And 
when they're willing to do that, the women will 
be glad of it." 

From bad to worse: National Airlines reports 
a 23 percent increase in passengers during the 
first year of their "I'm Cheryl. Fly me" adver
tising campaign. So they have decided to up the 
ante-and the sexism. Their new ads will feature 
a stewardess saying, "I'm going to fly you like 
you've never been flown before." The filmmakers 
for the ads are coaching the stewardesses "to say 
it like you're standing there stark naked." 

Stewardesses for Equal Rights are considering 
complaining to the Federal Communications Com
mission and the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission. 

Baxter Smith 

Trinidad since the 1970 revolt 
Four years ago this spring, the Caribbean island 
of Trinidad was embroiled in a fast-paced political 
upheaval. Its citizens took to the streets in massive 
demonstrations, the army mutinied, and the Black 
neocolonialist government teetered and nearly 
toppled. 

The upsurge was a reaction to an unemploy
ment rate of 20 percent, low wages (the average 
worker was paid 50 cents an hour), and other 
conditions of oppression that confront Blacks there, 
who comprise close to 50 percent of the population. 
A large number of East Indians, along with a 
few Asians, whites, Syrians, and others, comprise 
the remainder. 

Black power was the cry, and it touched off 
a massive strike wave and an army revolt. 

Prime Minister Eric Williams declared a state 
of emergency and was close to fleeing. U.S. and 
Venezuelan warships rushed to the scene, how
ever, and Williams hung tough and rode it out. 

Recently I spoke with Lloyd D' Aguilar, a 22-
year-old Jamaican, about the present situation in 
Trinidad. D'Aguilar is a member of the New Be
ginning Movement (NBM) a Pan-Caribbean
oriented radical organization, based in Trinidad, 
that has developed since 1970. 

"Economically," D' Aguilar said, "it is the same 
old picture in Trinidad. The economy is domi
nated by multinational corporations, and piices 
continue to rise." 

Oil, he said, "is the largest earner of foreign 
reserves for the country. But it employs only a 
small section of the labor force. The sugar estates 
probably employ the largest section, and the rest 
either work in the garment industries, transpor
tation, or are civil servants, etc." 

Unemployment, he said, is still a major problem. 
At the time of the revolt, U.S. investments totaled 

$500-million, with foreign corporations devour
ing about 7 5 to 85 percent of the economic pie. 

Some people, D' Aguilar said, are discussing the 
political lessons from the upsurge. 

The 1970 revolt, he said, "was spontaneous. It 
was not a consciously organized effort to over
throw the government. And there was a lack of 
ideological direction as to where the movement 
should go." 

Since 1970, emerging groups have been strug
gling for political clarity. The NBM, D'Aguilar 
said, believes only a socialist revolution can solve 
.the problems of the Caribbean. 

Another organization, the National Union of 
Freedom Fighters, has turned to guerrilla activities. 
D' Aguilar said the NUFF launched a guerrilla 
campaign last year and by early this year 13 
of its members had been killed. 

"Several of them face various charges now," he 
said, adding that such acts were "premature" be
cause "the political groundwork had not been laid." 

Turning his attention to Brooklyn, where many 
Trinidadians, Jamaicans, Grenadians, Haitians, 
and other Caribbean people reside, D'Aguilar said 
the large number there "is because people have 
fled the poverty in the Caribbean." Some estimates 
of the Caribbean population in Brooklyn range 
up to one million. 

Recently, the Bahamian government announced 
that all Haitians there "illegally" must leave. 
D' Aguilar said this action was ostensibly designed 
to relieve the unemployment situation there. 

D'Aguilar noted that in Brooklyn, Trinidadians, 
unlike the Haitians and some Jamaicans, have 
not been victimized by the U.S. immigration ser
vice's "illegal alien" raids. But organizing to de
fend these refugees, particularly the Haitians, he 
agreed, is a good rallying point for Caribbean 
activists . 



Northern Calif. strike continues 

Rank & file carpenters propose united struggle 
By CAROL LIPMAN 
SAN FRANCISCO-Saying, "A strike 
against one is a strike against all," 
the Associated General Contractors 
(AGC) announced a lockout June 20 
of all carpenters on their construction 
jobs in Northern California. 

An AGC spokesman termed the car
penters' selective picketing of AGC job 
sites in support of their contract de
mands as "totally irresponsible." 

The Northern California carpenters' 
strike has now entered its second week. 
The strike has affected 15,000 car
penters and 10,000 other building
trades workers on AGC jobs, while 
some 30,000 carpenters continue to 
work for the Homebuilders Associa
tion and many independent contrac
tors. 

The Homebuilders signed an "inter
im agreement' with the union, which 
carpenters were scheduled to vote .on 
June 25. 

The AGC has publicly attacked the 
agreement with the Homebuilders, 
stating that if the carpenters continued 
to fight for these "irresponsible de
mands, they face a long strike and 
an increase in nonunion contractors 
who may pay union level wages but 
don't support pension and health-care 
programs." 

Striking carpenters are being ridi
culed in the capitalist press and by 
the AGC for fighting for a pay raise 
that practically equals the federal min
imum wage, but little is said about 
the hazards of the work, poor job 
conditions, and seasonal employment 

Even though the AGC has attacked 
the $1.75 wage and fringe-benefit in
crease worked out with the Home
builders, many carpenters are dissatis
fied with this agre~ment,A mass meet
ing of 10,000 carpenters June 17 vot
ed overwhelmingly in a straw poll to 
reject the offer. At many union lo
cals, leaflets urging a "No" vote have 
been distributed by rank-and-file car
penters. 

One leaflet, signed by 14 carpenters 
who were active in the seven-week un
official walkout last winter, declares: 
"Don't buy a pig in a poke! This is 
actually what the agreement with the 
Homebuilders is. We are voting on 
it without even having a chance to 
read the fine print-what it really 
says. On top of that, we are voting 
without hearing a report and discus
sion on the pros and cons of the deal." 

Pointing out that the agreement 
makes no mention of improvements 
in working conditions, an important 
issue for the carpenters, the leaflet also 
states that the wage increase will not 
be adequate to keep up with the ris
ing cost of living. "Our wages should 
be adjusted to the increase in prices," 

the statement continues. 
"Giving up on the job conditions to 

settle right away with the Homebuild
ers means we can't expect to force the 
AGC to better terms." 

The leaflet points out that the con
tracts of other building trades have 
already expired or will expire soon, 
and that all of them "would respect 
pickets on every job, especially after 
the lockout of carpenters. Building 
tradesmen must support each other in -
order to avoid going down to de
feat one at a time, like we did last 
year .... " 

Because of the AGC attack on this 
contract offer, and the fact that the 
majority of carpenters working in 
Northern California are employed by 
the Homebuilders, the agreement is ex
pected to be passed by Northern Ca
lifornia carpenters. 

The signing of the Homebuilders 
agreement by the union officials is a 

blow to the striking carpenters. Con
fusion has been sown, and 'the car
penters have been demobilized by the 
strategy of selective picketing. Carpen
ters can see other building-tradeswork
ers completing AGC jobs while the 
AGC threatens a long lockout 

AGC carpenters have lost two weeks' 
pay without strike benefits, while more 
thim half the union membership has 
been sent to work on jobs with the 
Homebuilders and independent con
tractors. 

An aggressive policy of massive 
picketing of all AGC jobs is needed 
now to meet head-on the strength of 
the AGC and begin to recoup the set
backs already forced on the carpenters 
union. 

In a related development, carpenters, 
cement masons, and laborers struck 
AGC jobs in San Diego County June 
17. About 25,000 workers are affected 
by the strike. 

Inflation is the major issue. Both 
the carpenters and laborers were de
nied previously negotiated wage in
creases by the Construction Industry 
Stabilization Committee, the now de
funct government wage-control board 
for construction. 

The carpenters are seeking a three
year contract with a $2 wage and 
benefit increase in the first year. South
ern California carpenters are trying 
to make up the $1.41 an hour wage 
differential between them and North
ern California carpenters. 

Laborers Local 89 is insisting on 
getting back a $. 735-an-hour increase 
axed by the CISC before negotiating 
a new contract Laborers averageonly 
125 hours of work each month and 
feel the inflation pinch very strongly. 

It is also expected that carpenters 
will go out in the Los Angeles re
gion when their contract expires 
July 1. 

All these workers now face an ex
traordinary scabbing move by the of
ficials of the 25,000-member Operat
ing Engineers Union Local 12. The 
Local 12 officials have withdrawn the 
Operating Engineers from all the 
building-trades councils in Southern 
California and southern Nevada and 
are refusing to support strike action 
by other building-trades unions. 

According to the June 21 Los An
geles Times, "Local 12, one of the 
key building-trades unions, joined 
management in warning that if man
agement meets the contract demands 
of carpenters and other unions, the 
construction industry will be seriously 
hurt" 

Local 12 recently signed a three
year contract for a 6 percent wage 
increase-well below the demands of 
other building-trades unions, and well 
below the rate of inflation. This un
ion leadership parroted the contrac
tors by stating that higher wage in
creases won by the unions will only 
"allow nonunion contractors to take 
our jobs away from us." 

This policy is the negation of trade 
unionism. When a union begins to 
base its contract demands not on what 
its members need but on what un
organized workers have been forced 
to accept, it is giving up its very rea
son for existence. 

Building-trades unions cannot an
swer the threat of open-shop competi
tion by offering to work as cheaply 
as nonunion workers. An aggressive 
campaign to organize the unorganized 
and show that the unions can win 
better wages and conditions for all 
construction workers is the only solu
tion to the open-shop drive. 

Black Muslims to go on trial in 'Zebra' frame-up 
By JAMES LEWIS 
OAKLAND-July 8 has been set as 
the trial date in the "Zebra" frame
up case of four members of the Na
tion of Islam, commonly known as 
the Black Muslims. 

The four are .Larry Green, Jessie 
Cooks, Manuel Moore, and J. C. Si
mon. They are charged with respon
sibility for three of 13 unsolved mur
ders committed in the last eight 
months. 

During the last s.everal months a 
racist campaign has been mounted 
in the capitalist press and by San 

· Francisco Mayor Joseph Alioto, who 
has attributed scores of unsolved mur
ders in that city and around the coun
try to Blacks, specifically to a "Death 
Angel" cult 
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As this fantastic scare campaign has 
it, the "culf' is highly secretive and 
is comprised of top-echelon Muslims 
whose job is to kill whites. The de
fendants are accused of being "mem
bers" of the "cult" 

The four defendants were taken into 
custody May 1, culminating a stop
and-frisk dragnet by San Francisco 
cops that rendered all Black men sus
pect and helped bolster anti-Black sen
timent in San Francisco. 

Superior Court Judge Morton Col
vin set July 3 as the pretrial hear
ing date after the Muslims were in
dicted May 16 on charges of murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder. 
Bail was set at $300,000 each. 

The district attorney has spent some 

eight hours presenting his case to the 
grand jury, based largely on the 
testimony of an informant, Anthony 
Harris. 

Harris, who surfaced to collect $30,-
000 offered in the case, said he had 
been working with the four Muslims 
in a Black self-help project 

Minister John Muhammad of Mu
hammad's Temple Number 26 called 
Harris a "crackpot' and pointed out 
that he had a history of mental prob
lems. 

The 73-page indictment was put to
gether during night sessions of the 
grand jury, which were restricted to 
members of the jury, the staff of the 
district attorney's office, and those sub
poenaed. 

A gag order on the news media 
was struck down May 11 by a three
judge panel in an appeals court An 
attorney for three of the defendants 
said a gag rule, still in effect, on those 
involved in the case had prevented 
him from responding in public with 
an accurate version of the facts. 

The grand jury report, however, usu
ally made public 10 days after the 
indictment, has not been brought to 
public attention. Scanty outlines "leak
ed" to the press outline a consistent 
pattern of harassment of Black Mus
lims by the San Francisco police, in
volving stopping and questioning 
members in automobiles and harass
ing members selling Muhammad 
Speaks. 
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TEACHERS: New York merger 

What kind of unity to save jobs, i11 
Continued from page 28 
of unity at the convention. 

The NYSUT delegation of 1,300 will 
distribute vast quantities of literature, 
collar teacher delegates from around 
the country, and try to convince them 
that unity has achieved wonders in 
New York since it was consummated 
in 1972. 

It's true that unity has worked won
ders for Albert Shanker. The money 
and bloc vote of the NYSUT gave 

/him a good launching point for his 
drive for the AFT presidency. 

But the record of what unity, Shank
er-style, has meant for New York 
teachers is not so glowing. 

Teaching positions cut back 
Some of the things the New York 

delegates may not want to discuss are 
reports like the one in the June 2 issue 
of the New York Teacher, official pub
lication of the NYSUT: 

"UFT Vice President Abe Levine told 
the city's elected officials, in the pub
lic hearing on the school budget on 
May 29, that the loss of positions dur
ing the previous administration, 
coupled with the reduction now of City 
and Federal funds-which will result 
in the loss of over 5,000 additional 
positions- have 'taken a toll on the 
system and wiped out many of the 
school improvements made during the 
1960's.'" 

The very next issue of New York 
Teacher expresses support for the may
or's executive budget, which "is a com
mitment to maintain the same level 
of education programs now supported 
by tax levy." (Emphasis added.) 

Jobs may be eliminated for recently 
hired teachers or paraprofessionals, 
many of whom are Black and His
panic, since they are largely hired 
on the basis of federal funds. The 
union will do nothing but write let
ters and visit Congress. But the bulk 
of Shanker's present supporters will 
not be as severely affected -yet. 

The school system in New York City 

New York merger on Shanker's terms has failed to stop teacher cutbacks and de
terioration of schools, while racist practices of union leadership provoke antagonism 
from Black and Puerto Rican communities. 

will continue to be a nearly all-white 
establishment that does not even rep
resent younger teachers. 

Perhaps that is why the June 2 New 
York Teacher notes: "The UFT drew 
attention again to the problem of 
school safety, pointing out that to date 
this school year, the total number of 
reported assaults on teachers is 734, 
compared to 496 for all of last year. 

"Consequently, the union, while com
mending Mayor Beame for his recom
mended funding for security guards, 
asked for additional funding in order 
to establish 'the right of every pupil 
to learn, and every teacher to teach 
in a safe and secure school atmo
sphere.'" 

Teachers are to feel more secure 
with more cops in the schools. To 
underline this point the UFW has is
sued a new pamphlet for teachers, 
called "Security in the Schools." It says, 
"Classroom intruders pose more se
rious problems. Most intruders fall 
into one of three categories: ( 1) armed 
robbers, (2) older kids, or (3) irate 
parents." 

The UFT unwittingly exposes the 
conditions it imposes on teachers 
through its policies that foster hos
tility between teachers and the com
munity. The worst of these policies 
are its opposition to giving Black 
and Puerto Rican parents any voice 
in their children's education- most 
clearly revealed in the UFT's fight 
against the parents in District 1 (see 
article on page 16)- and its opposi
tion to recruiting as many Black and 
Puerto Rican teachers as possible. As 
a result of the UFT leadership's racist 
practices, teachers become looked upon 
as cops without uniforms invading 
the ghettos and barrios. 

NVSUT convention 
Perhaps it is unfair to judge New 

York unity by conditions in New York 
City. What about other parts of the 
state? On May 31 the Long Island 
newspaper Newsday reported: "The 
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Biased teacher exam bars Blacks, Hispanics 

By JEFF AMBERS 
The United Federation of Teachers 
(UFT) and the Black and PPerto Ri
can communities in New York City 
generally regard each other with un
disguised hostility. A controversy that 
has arisen over the teachers exam ad
ministered by the New York City 
board of education goes a long way 
toward explaining why this is true 
and who is to blame. 

At the end of May a suit was filed 
in federal court in Manhattan charging 

JeH Ambers is a teacher in New 
York City and a member of the 
United Federation of Teachers. 

that the exams are biased against 
Black and Puerto Rican candidates, 
who are consequently discriminated 
against in hiring. 

UF T President Albert Shanker 
quickly announced that the UFTwould 
seek to enter court in defense of the 
board's exam. Shanker asserted, "The 
passing mark is set so low that those 
who fail can be considered below a 
literacy level of professionals. They 

~an't read, write, or count." 
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The suit demonstrates that this is 
a racist slander. As David Seeley, di
rector of the Public Education Associ
ation, stated, "These tests do not pre
dict who will be good teachers. They 
do not separate good teachers from 
bad; what they do is separate white 
from nonwhite." 

The plaintiffs in the suit are Black 
and Hispanic teachers and parents. 
The teachers charge they have been 
denied permanent teaching licenses 
and positions solely because they did 
not attain high enough scores on the 
board's test. The parents contend their 
children are being denied the right to 
a teaching faculty chosen on a non
discriminatory basis. 

Many questions on the board's test 
are not only non-job-related but are 
culturally biased. A recent exam, for 
example, asked candidates to identify 
the art critic for the Sunday New York 
Times! 

The interview part of every test is 
perhaps the most discriminatory. Dr. 
Sylvester King, one of the two non
white members of the board of ex
aminers' five-man executive board, 
submitted an affidavit condemning the 
interview section. He stated: "The in-

terview part of the exam allows for 
the infusion of subjective bias into 
the scoring process." 

Many Black and Puerto Rican teach
ers agree that they will be subjectively 
turned down by white examiners. The 
mere reputation of the test discourages 
many minority applicants from even 
attempting to take it. 

Shanker's support for the exam is 
a blatant attempt to preserve the UFT 
as a white job trust. New York City 
has the lowest percentage of minority 
teachers of the 10 largest cities in 
the U.S.-only 11 percent ol regu
lar teaching positions, in a city where 
pupil enrollment is 64 percent Black 
and Hispanic. 

Shanker supports the exam, which 
creates two classes of teachers: whites 
who receive regular licenses and have 
regular jobs, and Blacks and His
panics who hold temporary licenses 
with lower pay and weaker job se
curity. 

When budget cuts come, the Black 
and Hispanic teachers get the ax. 
White teachers with "white licenses" are 
safer. What has resulted is a crime 
against Black and Spanish-speaking 

students. Not only are there few teach
ers they can relate to, but for His
panics it means there are few they can 
even talk to. 

The suit against the board of edu
cation and its board of examiners 
asks the court to halt the firing of 
teachers employed on a temporary 
basis; to prohibit the administration of 
further discriminatory exams; and to 
require the board of education to un
dertake an extensive program to re
cruit minority applicants. 

Plaintiffs are represented by at
torneys from the NewYork Civil Lib
erties Union, Public Education Asso
ciation, Puerto Rican Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, Williamsburg 
Legal Services, Brownsville Legal Ser
vices, and New York University Pub
lic Interest Law Clinic. 

The National Education Associa
tion has also taken a moreprogres~nve 
stand on hiring minority teach<::rs. The 
NEA teacher rights director, Samuel 
Ethridge, has called for the hiring of 
13,70 6 Spanish-speaking teachers and 
15,375 Black teachers in New York 
City- the number required to reflect 
the minority student population. 



r~prove schools? 
Long Beach school board voted last 
night to eliminate 7 5 teaching and re
lated positions from next year's pay
roll, despite protests from teachers and 
parents. . . . another 25 positions are 
expected to be eliminated at the next 
board meeting June 25 .... thirteen 
persons with tenure were among those 
whose positions were cut." 

These cuts are the rule, not the ex
ception, in New York state and around 
the country. What is the NYSUTdoing 
to defend the positions of its members? 
This complex question, which must in
clude not only preserving jobs, but 
changing the quality of education and 
creating new programs, was apparent-

Thomas Hobart, president of New York 
State United Teachers. 

ly of no concern to the NYSUT Rep
resentative Assembly that met in 
Montreal last March. 

Among the most important accom
plishments of the assembly, to hear 
NYSUT President Thomas Hobart tell 
it, was tightening up the organiza
tion. Hobart said, "An open roll call 
ballot for the election of officers was 
overwhelmingly reaffirmed with little 
support for a secret ballot. ... An 
officer of the NYSUT no longer has to 
give up his or her office in a NYSUT 
local within one year of assuming 
state office. That provision, along with 
the removal of the limitation on the 
nuinber of terms for officers, provide 
a continuity and stability of lead
ership." 

These measures "will allow NYSUT 
to be even stronger in dealing with 
the problems affecting teachers," Ho
bart said. It would be more candid 
to say they allow Shanker to be even 
stronger in dealing with anyone who 
gives him problems. He can spot and 
take reprisals against anyone who 
votes the wrong way, and there is no 
limit on the number of offices he and 
his coterie can hold or the length of 
time in office. 

But what about the question of jobs? 
This is a pressing problem and get
ting worse. This year there are 220,-
000 graduating seniors competing for 
110,000 jobs, according to NEA es
timates. But not one of the 67 resolu
tions presented to the NY SUT con
vention dealt with the question of jobs 
for new teachers. 

The union has a legislative proposal 
that teachers be included under unem
ployment insurance benefits. Good. But 
if that is the NYSUT's only answer for 
teachers facing loss of their positions, 
and new teachers looking forjobs, then 

' it is pitifully inadequate. 
According to Shanker and Hobart, 

one of the greatest strengths of the 
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united New York organization is its 
lobbying power at the state capital 
in Albany. But no amount of lobby
ing has been able to stop the Demo
crats and Republicans from limiting 
aid to education so that teaching po
sitions are cut back. 

Nor have the NYSUT lobbyists been 
able to move the legislature one inch 
closer to repealing the union-busting 
Taylor Law, which prohibits strikes 
by public employees. 

Significantly, the NYSUT conven
tion voted down a call for demon
strations against the Taylor Law and 
a proposal for a statewide strike fund 
to pay fines levied as a result of Tay
lor Law penalties. Shanker prefers to 
keep the question of repeal dependent 
on his "friends" in Albany, and to 
keep NYSUT locals that might strike 
against the Taylor Law dependent on 
financial help from the UFT. 

Perhaps the NYSUT's muscle in Al
banv has forced the state government 
to restructure the system of aid to ed
ucation in some progressive manner? 

The school aid package approved 
last spring with the NYSUT's bless
ing was analyzed this way in the May 
3 New York Times: "The new formula, 
although more beneficial to poor dis
tricts than the present arrangement, 
leaves in existence a system whereby 
property owners in many school dis
tricts. pay larger taxes than residents 
of neighboring districts, yet still have 
less money per pupil available. . .. 
the amount spent on a child's edu
cation will continue to depend greatly 
on the property valu~ in the com
munity in which a pupil happens to 
live." 

The victims of this discrimjnatory 
setup are of course the poor com
munities, especially Blacks. But those 
aren't the people Shanker sees as im
portant allies for teachers. 

What kind of unity? 
Teachers and education face tough 

sledding in the immediate future. Unity 
of the ranks instead of unity of the 
NEA and AFT apparatuses could be 
a great step forward for teachers 
throughout the nation. 

Such unity would have to guarantee 
a democratic organization with ade
quate protection for minorities and 
proportional representation for them, 
measures Shanker adamantly opposes. 

NYS UT comes out so strongly in 
favor of unity because its leadership 
conceives of unity the way it was car
ried out by the AFL and CIO in 1955 
and by the AFT and NEA in New 
York in 1972, that is, merger at the 
top with the ranks playing no role. 
In the meantime Shanker will work 
to chip away at the NEA in crude 
and divisive raiding operations. 

Unity. Shanker-style also means 
putting faith in the Democrats and 
Republicans to improve education and 
protect teachers' interests, when it is 
these same capitalist politicians who 
are responsible for cutbacks in edu
cation, racism in the schools, and at
tacks on teachers' right to organize 
and strike. 

An effective teacher unity would have 
to mean involvement of teachers. And 
it would mean a program for the 
teachers movement that could ally it 
with those most interested in educa
tion, the students and their parents. 
The working people of this nation, 
its oppressed minorities, and its stu
dents would respond positively to such 
a policy and would enlist to support 
it. 

A fighting program 
for teacher unionists 
Teachers and public education are un
der attack around the country. 

With prices rising faster than 10 
percent a year, the real buying pow
er of teachers' wages has fallen. Plead
ing lack of funds, school boards re
fuse to grant wage increases that 
would match inflation. 

By claiming that higher pay for 
teachers would mean a greater tax 
burden for homeowners and other 
working people, school boards try to 
pit teachers unions against "the pub
lic." 

In the name of economizing, "great
er productivity" is demanded. Teach
ers must take on more classes per 
week, more students per class, with 
less paid school time for lesson prep
aration. Then teachers get blamed for 
the poor quality of education! 

State and federal funds for educa
tion are being cut back. Even when 
allocations are maintained at the same 
dollar amounts, nsmg costs mean 
they have been cut in real buying 
power. 

The hardest hit are Black and other 
minority students. Special programs 
for oppressed youth, such as bilingual 
programs for the Spanish-speaking, 
are the first to be wiped out. With 
educational financmg dependent on lo
cal property taxes, poor and especial
ly minority communities are con
demned to permanently inadequate 
school facilities. 

Minority parents are denied a voice 
in determining what and how their 
childred will be taught. Racist training 
and hiring practices mean therearetoo 
few Black and other minority teachers. 

At the same time, teacher unemploy
ment is rising, providing a pool of 
deoperate, job-hungry teachers who 
may be recuited to break strikes. 

In most states, teachers' strikes are 
illegal. If teachers struggle for better 
wages and working conditions, they 
may be fined, jailed, or fired. Horton
ville and Timberlane show how these 
laws are being used to jeopardize the 
very right to organize. 

To meet these attacks, a program 
for joint action by teacher unionists 
of both the NEA and the AFT, to
gether with the oppressed minorities, 
is urgently needed: 

• Decent wages for all teachers and 
other school employees. An escalator 
clause in all contracts to ensure that 
paychecks keep pace with the rising 
cost of living. No support to any type 
of wage controls. 

e Repeal all antistrike and anti-

Funds for education should be raised 
by taxing corporations and eliminating 
war spending- not through property 
taxes and other measures that put the 
burden on working people. 

Reducing class sizes improve qual
ity of education and provide thousands 
of jobs for teachers. 

union legislation, including the Taylor 
Law in New York and the federal 
Taft-Hartley law. No restrictions on 
the right of teachers and other public 
employees to organize and strike. No 
support to compulsory arbitration 
schemes that curtail this right. 

• Cut class sizes to put every jobless 
teacher to work and improve the qual
ity of education. Full federal unem" 
ployment compensation for every 
teacher not placed in a classroom. 

e Full federal funding of public ed
ucation, to provide free education for 
all from kindergarten through the un
iversity level. Take the tax burden for 
education off working people: tax the 
corporate profiteers, the banks, and 
the wealthy. Withdraw all U.S. forces 
from foreign lands and use the $100-
billion war budget for education and 
other socially necessary programs. 

• A special crash program to build 
new, fully equipped and adequately 
staffed schools in the Black, Chicano, 
and Puerto Rican communities. Admin
istration of this crash program, as 
well as determining tlie curriculum, 
hiring personnel, and making decisions 
about other aspects of running the 
schools are the right of the people in 
these oppressed communities. Teacher 
unionists should unconditionally sup
port the right of oppressed communi
ties to control their own educational 
system. 

e Full support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment for women, for equal pay 
for equal work, and for paid mater
nity leaves. Federal funding for child
care centers available to all children. 

• Support free speech and assembly 
for students, their right to form polit
ical organizations and participate in 
political activities. Get all cops out of 
the schools and classrooms. 

e Teachers confront the government 
directly as their employer. Bitter ex
perience shows that the Democrats and 
Republicans have no interest in qual
ity education or the welfare of teachers. 
Their commitment is to the profits of 
the monopolies and banks, and to the 
profit system. Teachers unions should 
give no support to these parties of 
war, racism, and strikebreaking, but 
should support independent political 
action and· the formation of a labor 
party. Through such an independent 
labor party teachers and other work
ing people could effectively fight for 
their interests in the political arena. 
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TEACHERS: Community control of schools 

District 1 parents rally against new attacks 
By DERRICK MORRISON 
NEW YORK-Puerto Rican, Black, 
and Chinese parents in Manhattan's 
School District 1 face renewed attacks, 
spearheaded by the Shanker leader
ship of the United Federation of 
Teachers, against their efforts to win 
a decent education for their children. 

These include attempts to cut back 
educational programs and personnel 
and new trumped-up charges of anti
Semitism against District Superinten
dent Luis Fuentes. 

The first meeting of the recently elec
ted District 1 community school board 
was held June 20 in PS 19. The five 
pro-Shanker board members sought 
unsuccessfully to remove Janice Wong, 
one of the four pro-community-control 
board members; to remove 14 princi
pals and school personnel who had 
been selected by the Puerto Rican, 
Black, and Chinese parents; and to 
remove Spanish-language, Chinese
language, and Black studies teachers 
hired through the district superinten
dent's office. 

AU these moves by the Shankerites 
failed because nearly 500 Puerto Ri
can, Black, and Chinese parents and 
youth and white supporters turned out 
for the meeting and vocally demon
strated their hostility to the racist res
olutions. 

The first resolution called for the 
removal of Janice Wong, the only Chi
nese board member, on the fabricated 
charge that she was not a registered 
voter. This was a blatant move to in
crease the pro-Shanker majority from 
5-4 to , 6-3: the two-thirds majority 
needed to implement Shanker's goal of 
firing Luis Fuentes as district super
intendent. 

A new school board election was 
held May 14 after the previous elec
tion, in which the Shankerites won 
six seats, was challenged in court and 
thrown out as rigged. In this year's 
election, although the community 
forces could not match the machine 
and financial resources provided by 
the UFT, they were able to heighten 
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Puerto Rican, Black, and Chinese parents 
mobilize for District 1 community school 
board meetings. 

the participation of Puerto Rican, 
Black, and Chinese parents and other 
forces to cut the pro-Shanker majori
ty to five. 

District Council 37 of the American 
Federation of State, County and Muni
cipal Employees was one of the forces 
won to the side of the parents. A small 
but significant number of teachers also 
came to understand that the parents
not Shanker- were struggling for the 
real interests of teachers and students, 
and supported the pro-community
control slate. 

At the June 20 school board meet
ing, the 100 Shanker supporters who 
showed up proved totally ineffectual 
in the face of the spirited community 
mobilization. In fact, board chairman 
Adolph Roher and another Shanker
ite board member walked out before 
the meeting even got started. 

After that, to the cheers of the stand-

ing-room-only crowd, pro-community
control board members Georgina 
Hoggard and Henry Ramos took the 
microphone and chaired the meeting. 

Participation by the Chinese com
munity was greater than at any pre
vious meeting. Several residents who 
spoke in Chinese in defense of Janice 
Wong received a tremendous response 
from the audience. 

Fuentes then gave a report, which 
was read in English and Spanish. He 
told how the health services program 
initiated last year, federally funded 
through the Title 1 program, had en
abled the district administration to 
give a complete physical examination 
to hundreds of students- 250 in one 
junior high school alone. Forty per
cent of the 250 were found to have 
health problems, which are now being 
treated. 

Fuentes explained how the compre
hensive reading program, also funded 
through Title 1, has led to a steady 
upgrading of reading levels. 

The Shankerites are demanding that 
such programs be staffed by personnel 
from the civil service lists- the offi
cial route by which oppressed minori
ties are excluded from jobs-rather 
than by the qualified personnel hired 
by the district office. They are, in ef
fect, demanding that these programs 
be dismantled. 

By such moves the board majority 
also hopes to isolate Fuentes, sur
rounding him with personnel loyal 
to Shanker. 

Recently Peter 0' Brien, president of 
the Council of Supervisors and Ad
ministrators, the nearly all-white or
ganization of school principals and 
other supervisors, joined in the bar
rage of racist slanders against Black 
and Hispanic school personnel. 
0' Brien charged that six school prin
cipals- five Hispanic and one Black 
-were "illiterate" in English and had 
been hired because of "reverse discrim
ination" and "racism" by community 
school boards. 

Even though O'Brien's evidence was 

flimsy- the scribbled hand of some
one writing in haste- his slur was 
picked up by the capitalist press and 
printed as truth. 

In another development, five Shank
erite assistant principals at Junior 
High School 22 in District 1 are trying 
to attack the Fuentes administration 
with slanders of anti-Semitism. They 
charge that Fuentes "abetted anti-Se
mitic abuses" at their school in July 
1973. They filed the charge with the 
State Human Rights Commission, 
which will hold public hearings. 

Falsely charging Black and Puerto 
Rican militants with anti-Semitism is 
a favorite Shanker tactic, which has 
been attempted against Fuentes before. 
In April 1973 a special hearing officer 
appointed by the chancellor of educa
tion in New York cleared Fuentes of 
the charge, but Shanker evidently 
thinks he can still get some mileage 
out of this smear. 

Right now the District 1 parents and 
school administration are also beset 
by federal and city budget cutbacks 
that threaten the loss of 9 percent of 
the district's funds and approximately 
100 teachers. The fact that Shanker 
is more concerned with beating back 
the gains won by parents in District 1 
than with fighting these cutbacks is 
proof of the bankruptcy of his poli
cies for the UFT. 

Puerto Rican, Black, and Chinese 
Community Control in New York City 

The Fight 
Against 
Racism in 
Our Schools 

by Luis Fuentes 
{In Spanish or English ) 
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NEA affiliates fight union-busting in Wis., N.H. 
By ANDY ROSE 
Teachers unions in the small rural 
communities of Hortonville, Wis., and 
Timberlane, N.H., are waging a life
and-death struggle against union-bust
ing attacks by local school boards. 

Strikes by the Hortonville Educa
tion Association and the Timberlane 
Regional Education Association, both 
NEA affiliates, began early this year 
and remain unsettled as the school 
term ends. 

Hortonville is a town of 1,500 peo-

Hortonville picket line 
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ple in Wisconsin's dairy farming coun
try, where right-wing politics has a 
strong base and the union movement 
doesn't. The most infamous witch
hunter of the 1950s, Senator Joseph 
McCarthy, was from this area. 

In retrospect it seems clear that the 
Hortonville school board deliberate
ly set out to destroy the union by 
provoking a strike and then firing the 
teachers and permanently replacing 
them with scabs. 

Negotiations had dragged on for 
14 months before the strike was called. 
Last February the teachers reluctantly 
accepted the school board's offer for 
a 1973-74 contract, with a base sal
ary of $7,550, but made the agree
ment contingent on reaching a 1974-
75 contract by March 15. 

The school board then refused to 
budge from its offer of $7,900 for 
1974-75, while teachers insisted that 
at least $8,100 was necessary for their 
livelihood. In March, 84 of the 87 
teachers walked out. The board 
promptly fired all 84 strikers. 

The school was reopened April 8, 
and police and a self-styled "Horton
ville Vigilante Association" have been 
herding scabs through the picket lines 
every school day since then. The 
school is kept locked, with antiunion 
parents patrolling the halls and en
trances. 

Strikers have faced vicious harass
ment by the cops and local right-wing
ers. They have received threatening 
phone calls; their tires have been 
slashed and their homes sprayed with 
paint. When teachers and other un
ionists from around the state came to 
Hortonville to join in picketing, more 
than 70 were arrested. 

The courts have also played their 

Timberlane strikers march to Chicago 

role in the strikebreaking effort, rul
ing the teachers' action illegal under 
a Wisconsin law against strikes by 
public employees. 

The school board's determination to 
destroy the union became obvious in 
late April when the teachers offered 
to go back to work on the board's 
contract terms, so long as all of them 
were rehired. The board refused. 

The Wisconsin Association of School 
Boards has collaborated closely with 
the local board throughout these ma
neuvers, and teachers charge that the 
WASB sees Hortonville as the first 
target in a statewide antiunion drive. 
If the Hortonville teachers are defeat
ed it will be a mandate for school 
boards throughout the state to ride 
roughshod over teachers' demands, 
confident that they can get away with 
firing any teacher who dares to strike. 

Last April the Wisconsin Education 
Association Council attempted to call 
a one-day statewide sympath-:,· strike, 
but this was voted down hy the local 
affiliates. However, teachers around 
the state have reportedly contributed 
$225,000 to the Hortonville strike. 

According to Jean Wall of the Hor
tonville Education Association, picket
ing wili continue during the summer 
to idP.ntify people going into the school 
and discourage them from signing 

Continued on page 26 



TEACHERS: Equality for minorities 

In defense of quotas: reply to Shanker 
By MACEO DIXON 
Demands from the Black, Puerto Ri
can, and Chicano communities and 
from women for preferential treatment 
and enforcement of quotas to secure 
real equality are of special importance 
to teachers. 

The recent national debate over the 
Marco DeFunis lawsuit, for instance, 
centered on whether a white student 
was "discriminated against" when stu
dents from oppressed nationalities re
ceived special consideration in admis
sion to the Washington State Law 
School. 

The disgracefully low number of 
Black and Puerto Rican teachers in 
New York and other large cities; racist 
injustices in hiring and promotion; 
the paltry number of women and peo-

Maceo Dixon is cochairman of the 
Socialist Workers Party 1974 Na
tional Campaign Committee. 

pie from oppressed nationalities in 
union leadership bodies, all raise the 
same question. Should oppressed na-

. tionalities and women be given pref
erential treatment in order to combat 
present discrimination and begin to 
make up for past discrimination? 

United Federation of Teachers Presi
dent Albert Shanker has appointed 
himself spokesman for the most reac
tionary wing of the AFL-CIO official-

dom in opposing the quota system. 
He calls the quota system "simple

minded." It is not so "simpleminded," 
however, that he doesn't feel compelled 
to wage a continual campaign against 
quotas in the New York Teacher and 
in his union-paid columns in the Sun
day New York Times. His position 
was spelled out in two columns, "A 
Quarrel with Quotas" and "The Quota 
Principle: Dangerous Arithmetic ... " 

'Free society'? 
What are Shanker's arguments 

against quotas? Let's begin with his 
conclusion, which illustrates a funda
mental distortion in all his other ar
guments. 

" ... not every numerical and per
centage 'imbalance,"' he writes, "is a 
result of discrimination. Some imbal
ance is owing to the fact that in a 
free society individuals make choices 
on the basis of their individual and 
differing group values .... if we val
ue a free society, we cannot demand a 
society in which each group has its 
fixed quota in each occupation." 

Translated from high-flown abstrac
ti9ns into real terms, this can only 
mean that Shanker thinks Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans have "freely chosen" not 
to be teachers, surgeons, and en
gineers. They have "freely chosen," in
stead, to hold the worst-paying, most 
menial and boring jobs. 

And women, of course, simply 

Teachers' struggles can win needed backing from community if NEA and AFT support 
just demands of Blacks and other minorities for better schools, community control, 
and quotas in hiring and advancement. 

AFSCME 
supports 
affirmative 
action 
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By RAY MARKEY 
HONOLULU- The twentieth interna
tional convention of the American 
Federation of State, County and Mu
nicipal Employees, meeting here in 
mid-June, adopted a strong position 
in favor of affirmative action "to undo 
the legacy of discrimination." 

A convention resolution stated: 
"AFSCME hereby affirms its com
mitment of equality and opportunity 
for all and supports the use of all 
feasible means, including programs 
of affrrmative action, to overcome the 
effects of historic discrimination so 
that throughout our society, and par
ticularly in the workplaces of America, 
we can truly achieve 'unqualified 
equality.' 

"And be it further resolved: That 
this Convention encourages Councils 

haven't "chosen" to be professors, ad
ministrators, or union leaders. How 
terrible it would be to force people 
to become something they don't choose 
to be! 

Shanker's debater's trick is shal
low. Of course, if this were a free so
ciety- free of racism, sexism, and class 
exploitation- where individuals could 
make choices from positions of equal
ity, then quotas would not be needed. 

But that's not the case. Capitalist 
society has had a "quota system" for 
centuries, one that excludes oppressed 
minorities and women from jobs and 
positions reserved for white men. 
That's precisely why preferential treat
ment is necessary today. 

Despite advances Blacks and wom
en have won toward formal legal 
equality, discrimination is so pervasive 
and insidious in this society that un
less oppressed groups are given spe
cial consideration in education, hir
ing, and promotion, the traditional 
"quota system" will still keep them at 
the bottom of the heap. Preferential 
treatment is necessary as a step to
ward real social equality. 

By opposing quotas, Shanker and 
those who agree with him are really 
arguing for accepting and maintain
ing the status quo of racist and sex
ist discrimination. 

'Merit' & 'ethnicity' 
Shanker writes, "Another issue in

volved in quotas is that of the conse
quences for society of the use of eth
nicity rather than merit as a basis for 
selection in various fields." The conse
q uences, he claims, would be a "de
terioration of the quality of services." 

But it is not Blacks who are respon
sible for introducing race as a cri
terion in hiring- just the opposite! 
Shanker conveniently overlooks the 
fact that it is precisely because of their 
"ethnicity"- as he puts it- that Blacks 
have been discriminated against for 
decades and are still discriminated 
against today, regardless of their in
dividual qualifications. 

Not only is the argument hypo
critical, but it feeds the racist notion 
that Blacks are not qualified and would 
"lower the standards" of the teaching 
profession. If Shanker thinks that not 
enough Blacks and Puerto Ricans meet 
the "qualifications," why doesn't he 
propose a remedy? Why doesn't he 
direct his fire against the tremendous 
obstacles Blacks and Puerto Ricans 
face in trying to acquire these "qualifi
cations" in the racist school system? 

But let's also look more closely at 
how "merit" is determined. Shanker 
fails to mention that the tests used to 

and Locals to develop and negotiate 
affirmative ·action programs with the 
assistance of the International Union." 

On this resolution a delegate rose 
from New York and announced that 
he was a member of at least three 
Jewish organizations and a vice-presi
dent of one of these three. He opposed 
the motion because B'nai B'rith and 
his other organizations opposed 
quotas. 

No one else spoke against the reso
lution and it passed overwhelmingly. 

The convention also reaffirmed 
AFSCME's commitment to working 
with the National Education Associa
tion and other public employee unions 
in the Coalition of American Public 
Employees. 

N EA Executive Secretary Terry 
Herndon addressed the convention. 
He spent a large part of his speech 

determine "qualifications" are usually 
biased against minority groups- that 
they really determine not "merit" but 
white "ethnicity." The New York City 
teachers examinations, for instance, 
are such a scandal that they are be
ing challenged in the courts by well
known civil liberties groups. (See ar
ticle on page 14.) 

Shanker wants to have it both ways. 
He supports a system that treats 
Blacks unequally in every way- hous
ing, hiring, educahvn, pay- and then 
starts screaming "equality" when an · 
effort is made to alleviate that dis
crimination through preferential treat
ment. 

One of Shanker's most basic argu
ments is the specter of"discrimination 
in reverse." He writes: "The quota plan 
seeks to undo injustices to particular 
groups in our society, but in its zeal 
to correct old injustices against groups 
it perpetrates new injustices upon in
dividuals. Under quotas, a given job 
will go to a black or a woman rather 
than a white or a male." 

Leaving aside the inference that 
whites and males are individuals, while 
Blacks and women are just members 
of groups, this is the old "divide-and
conquer" technique. Shanker is threat
ening white men with the loss of their 
jobs if the quota system is applied. 
He's trying to pit the white teachers 
against Black teachers in competition 
for work. 

Jobs for all 
Why doesn't Shanker launch a fight 

to hire more teachers and provide 
jobs for all? The fight should not be 
between Black and white teachers. The 
real fight is between the teachers, stu
dents, and parents on the one hand, 
and on the other, the city and fed
eral governments, which refuse to pro
vide adequate funds and facilities to 
meet society's educational needs. 

What Shanker is really opposed to is 
not alleged "discrimination" against 
whites but the possible loss of privi
leged positions that whites have long 
enjoyed at the expense of Blacks. That 
is why, in the face of serious cutbacks 
in funds for education, he is attempting 
to drive a further wedge between the 
white teachers and the Black and His
panic teachers, instead of uniting them 
in a struggle for more jobs and a 
better school system. 

The biggest losers from Shanker's 
opposition to hiring more minority 
teachers, though, are the Black and 
Hispanic children. Shanker doesn't 

Continued on page 26 

attacking United Federation of Teach
ers President Albert Shanker for his 
racist policies. This met with frequent 
applause from the delegates, especial
ly those from New York. 

Herndon explained why the execu
tive board of the NEA had decided 
to remain outside the AFL-CIO. The 
main reason given was that they felt 
the top leadership of the AFL-CIO 
was much too conservative. 

After Herndon spoke, AFSCME 
President Jerry Wurf remarked that he 
wished the NEA was in the AFL-CIO 
so that the NEA, not Shanker, would 
be representing teachers and sitting 
on the executive board of the AF L
CIO. 

A full report on the AFSCME con
vention will appear in a future issue 
of The Militant. 
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TEXAS SWP SUPPORTERS CELE
BRATE COMPLETION OF PETI
TIONING: Socialist Workers cam
paign supporters from all over Texas 
came to Houston June 15 to celebrate 
the successful conclusion of a month-

· long petitioning drive to put the SWP 
on the ballot A total of 55, 17 8 sig
natures were collected; only 34,095 
are required by law. 

After a day of processing the peti
tions for filing with the secretary of 
state, campaign workers and other 
supporters of the socialists' right to 
be on the ballot attended a campaign 
party. The event was held at the home 
of Gertrude Barnstone, a prominent 
civil libertarian and a local feminist 
leader. 

Among the many activists present 
were Tacho Mindiola, Harris County 
chairman of the Raza Unida Party; 
Reuben Rabago, a Raza Unida Party 
candidate for state representative; 
Fred Halstead, 1968 SWP presiden
tial candidate; Nancy Roberts, a lead" 
er of recent protests by nurses against 
conditions in Houston hospitals; and 
Bruce Cory, local organizer for the 
United Farm Workers. Several Gls 
from Fort Hood, Texas, and Fort 
Sill, Okla., also attended. 

Sherry Smith, SWP candidate for 
governor, thanked the petitioners for 
their enthusiasm and their hard work. 
She gave special credit to the 18 vol
unteer ballot organizers who worked 
full time during the drive. 

Militant/Nelson Blackstock 

Sherry Smith, SWP candidate for gov
ernor of Texas. 

ILLINOIS BALLOT DRIVE PASSES 
HALFWAY POINT: With 34,000 sig
natures collected, supporters of the Il
linois SWP campaign have passed the 
halfway point in their drive to put the 
party's candidates- Ed Heisler for 
U.S. Senate and Willie Reid for Con
gress-on the November ballot They 
are aiming at a total of 57,000 sig
natures. 

CALIFORNIA SOCIALISTS TALLY 
170,000 VOTES: Two members of 
the Socialist Workers Party were on 
the ballot in California's June 4 elec
tion, and they got a lot of votes. 
Manuel "Tank" Barrera, candidate 
for Los Angeles County sheriff, re
ceived more than 77,000 votes, or 
about 6 percent Mariana Hernandez, 
who appeared on the statewide bal
lot as a candidate for California super
intendent of public instruction, polled 

• • ng 

more than 170,000 votes, about 4 
percent of the total. 

Neither Barrera nor Hernandez 
were allowed to have the Socialist 
Workers Party listed opposite their 
names in the officially 'nonpartisan' 
election. The election code permits 
identification only by occupation. The 
two tried to include the word "social
ist" in their occupational description, 
but the secretary of state refused to · 
allow them to do so. 

The relatively large vote for the two 
socialists primarily reflected national
ist sentiment on the part of Chicano 
voters. Hernandez, who was identi
fied on the ballot as a "Chicana ac
tivist," received 80 percent of her total 
vote in Los Angeles County, which 
has a large concentration of Chicanos. 

The overall voter turnout, only 4 7 
percent of registered voters, was the 
lowest since 1942. Disenchantment 
with the capitalist parties, spurred by 
Watergate, was the reason. 

KOLIS OPPOSES FUNDS FOR SAN 
DIEGO COPS: Salm Kolis, SWP can
didate for U.S. Congress from San 
Diego's 41st C.D., testified at a re
cent city council meeting in opposi
tion to a proposed massive increase 
in the size of the police department. 

Kolis focused her fire on the notor
ious local Red Squad, the General In
telligence Detail. She recalled her own 
experience in last fall's municipal elec
tion, when she was arrested and 
charged with perjury for supposedly 
giving an incorrect address on her 
declaration of candidacy. Her case 
is now on appeal. 

Also testifying before the council was 
a former police informer, who told 
of attempts by Red Squad undercover 
agents to incite violence at antiwar 
demonstrations. 

The police chief motivated his re
quest for funds by referring to "vio
lence" in the Black and Chicano com
munities. "But," Kolis asked, "did 
the chief ask the Chicano and Black 
communities if they want more white 
racist cops occupying their communi
ties, and subjecting them to daily 
harassment and arrest?" Kolis reiter
ated the SWP's demand for an end 
to the police occupation of the Black 
and Chicano communities. She called 

·· for an end to all funding of the police 
department 

'MONITOR' SPOTLIGHTS GURE
WITZ CAMPAIGN FOR GOVER
NOR: The Christian Science Monitor 
of June 11 ran a feature article on the 
SWP candidate for governor of Massa
chusetts, Don Gurewitz. The article is 
part of a series of profiles of candi
dates in the race, and includes both 
biographical material and a clear 
statement of the SWP's program. 
Here's one excerpt: 

"The crux of the nation's problems, 
argues Mr. Gurewitz, is that most of 
the nation's resources are controlled 
by a handful of private individuals 
and used for their own profit as op
posed to what might be best for the 
nation as a whole. Both major politi
cal parties serve the interests of this 
'ruling class,' he says. 

"The SWP's solution is to 'social
ize the nation's wealth, nationalize the 
means of production, and let the coun
try's average working people demo
cratically decide how U.S. resources 
should be used and distributed.'" 

-ANDY ROSE 

Socialist hits 'reform' 
laws at Seattle hearing 
By ROBERT ROWAND 
SEATTLE- Clare Fraenzl, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for U.S. Sen
ate, received an overwhelmingly posi
tive response from the audience at a 
public hearing on campaign reforms 
here June 22. The meeting, attended 
by 75 people, was called and chaired 
by Republican Congressman Joel Prit
chard. 

Fraenzl blasted the so-called cam
paign reforms, especially the disclo
sure laws. "To expect Democratic and 
Republican politicians, who represent 
big business interests, to eliminate big 
business control of the capitalist par
ties is a mistake," she said. "The real 
intent of these reforms is to throw 
up new and severe restriction on any 

Clare Fraenzl, SWP candidate for U.S. 
Senate from Washington. 

party that might challenge the politi
cal monopoly of the Democrats and 
Republicans." 

Fraenzl denounced a bill, recently 
passed by the U.S. Senate, which 
would limit equal time provisions, 
place restrictions on the right of labor 
unions to support candidates, and set 
up a public funding system excluding 
all candidates except Democrats and 
Republicans. 

She also sharply disagreed with rep
resentatives from Common Cause and 
the office of Democratic Congressman 
Brock Adams, who advocated laws to 
restrict labor's participation in elec
tion campaigns. 

"Working people can hope to have 
a voice in politics only by pooling 
their resources to support candidates 

of their choice," the socialist candidate 
declared. "I disagree with the officials 
of the union movement in their sup
port to candidates of the capitalist 
parties. I think the unions should be 
building their own party. But we in 
the labor movement will argue this 
out among ourselves. The government 
has no right to interfere with our free
dom to participate in electoral poli
tics." 

Fraenzl also explained how existing 
election laws discriminate against in
dependent parties like the Socialist 
Workers Party. She pointed to FBI 
harassment of Socialist Workers cam
paign supporters as an example, and 
urged support for her campaign com
mittee's request for an exemption from 
Washington's public disclosure law. 

Her committee, along with Social
ist Workers campaign committees 
around the country, is also challeng
ing the federal law requiring the so
cialists to turn over to the govern
ment the names and addresses of con
tributors. This challenge is being 
handled by the American Civil Liber
ties Union. 

Fraenzl reminded the audience that 
the FBI systematically gathers names 
and addresses of those signing nomi
nating petitions for the Socialist Work
ers Party, the Communist Party, and 
the People's Party in Washington. 

She also cited other undemocratic 
state election laws, including Wash
ington's loyalty oath requirement, fil
ing fees that discriminate against poor 
and working-class candidates, and 
ballot requirements for independent 
parties. 

During the discussion period, Prit
chard was asked to support the So
cialist Workers' request for exemption 
from the state disclosure law. The con
g_ressman voiced "concern" about the 
problems of the laws as applied to 
smaller parties, but urged legal ac
tion against government harassment 
instead of challenging election law "re
forms." 

When it was pointed out that Prit
chard was suggesting that the SWP 
either not nominate candidates or ac
quiesce in government harassment of 
campaign contributors until the courts 
get around to ruling on the SWP' s 
suit against illegal surveillance and 
harassment, Pritchard said it was a 
"difficult problem" and he couldn't 
make "any quick decision." 

'Chile si, Esmeralda no!' 
OAKLAND, Calif.- A Chilean naval 
training ship, the Esmeralda, docked 
at Alameda Navy Air Station to start 
a six-day "goodwill" visit at the invita
tion of the U.S. Navy. The visit of 
the Esmeralda was especially repug
nant in that the ship had been used 
as a prison ship by the rightist junta 
after its coup last September. 

The San Francisco Bay Area was 
the fourth stop on the ship's tour. 
The Esmeralda was able to dock in 
Brazil, but in the Dominican Republic 
and in Panama mass demonstrations 
protesting the junta's repression 
turned it away. The planned itinerary 
for the U.S. visit was a, docking in 
San Francisco, where the ship was 
to be open to the public; a reception 
for the crew; and a soccer game be
tween the crew and a team of local 
right-wing Chileans. 

This itinerary was changed because 
of planned protest activity in the Bay 
Area. The boat docked instead at the 
Alameda air station, and tight security 
kept the public far away. The recep
tion and soccer game were held at 

the Treasure Island naval base, where 
demonstrations are prohibited. 

The Chilean ambassador to the 
United States, who had flown in from 
Washington, D. C., to greet the ship, 
decided not to go to the soccer game 
when a picket line of more than 125 
people assembled outside his hotel. 

As the Esmeralda pulled into the 
San Francisco Bay, it was greeted 
by a 135-foot banner held off the 
Golden Gate Bridge that read, "Chile 
Si, Junta No!" Also in the bay were 
five boats with protest signs and ban
ners. Outside the naval base 300 peo
ple demonstrated. 

That night, as the Esmeralda <:rew 
was at its reception, 300 peopl~ rallied 
at Glide Memorial Church in San 
Francisco. Janice Teruggi, the sister 
of Frank Teruggi-an American stu
dent murdered by the junta during 
the coup- chaired the rally. 

The protest activity was organized 
by the U.S. Committee for Justice to 
Latin American Political Prisoners 
(USLA) and the United Committee 
to Stop the Esmeralda. 



Nixon ·reforms· criminal code 

'A massive attack on civil liberties· 
By DAVE FRANKEL 
A central part of Richard Nixon's State of the 
Union message in March 1973 was an appeal 
for rapid passage of the "Criminal Code Reform 
Act of 1973." This so-called reform bill, known 
as S. 1400, was drafted largely under the dir~
tion of former attorney general John Mitchell. It 
represents a massive assault on the civil liberties 
of the American people. 

Many of the provisions of the proposed criminal 
code· preserve undemocratic laws already on the 
books. In addition, a series of major new infringe
ments on civil liberties is also proposed, along with 
the restoration of the death penalty. Not surpris
ingly, the liberal politicians in Congress have said 
nothing about this threat, although some, such as 
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), are on the 
Judiciary Committee subcommittee that is current
ly holding hearings on the bill. 

The most substantial changes from the old crim
inal code are proposed in the section on "Offenses 
Involving National Security." In this chapter Nixon 
is attempting to accomplish through a rewriting of 
the law what he failed to achieve through the 
White House "plumbers" operation and the notor
ious Huston "Domestic Intelligence Plan." 

Making ideas illegal 
The section in this chapter on' "Inciting Over

throw or Destruction of the Government" would 
outlaw revolutionary organizations on the basis of 
their ideas, regardless of the form of their activity. 

It says: "A person is guilty of an offense if, with 
intent to bring about the overthrow or destruction 
of the government of the United States, or any 
state or local government, as speedily as circum
stances permit, he: 

"(1) incites others to engage in conduct which 
then or at some future time would facilitate the 
overthrow or destruction by force of that govern
ment; or 

"(2) organizes, leads, recruits members for, joins, 
or remains an active member of, an organization 
which has as a purpose the incitement de
scribed .... " (Emphasis added.) 

American Civil Liberties Union Legal Director 
Melvin Wulf pointed out in a recent .interview, 
"That's clearly unconstitutional. Something that 
you do today which has some causal relationship, 
no matter how remote, to something that happens 
years hence could be used as the basis for prosecu
tion under this. By publishing TheMilitantyou're 
engaging in conduct which could conceivably fa
cilitate the overthrow of the government" 

The proposed law provides penalties of up to 
15 years imprisonment and $100,000 in fines for 
exercising the constitutional rights of free speech, 
press, and association. 

'Para-Military Activities' 
Another constitutional right, that of self-defense, 

is also attacked under the guise of "national se
curity." The bill would make punishable by up 
to seven years in prison and a $50,000 fine en
gaging "in the acquisition, caching, use, or train
ing in the use, of weapons by or on behalf of an 
organization or group has as a purpose the tak
ing over of, the control of, or the assumption of 
the function of, an agency of the United States 
government or of any state or local government, 
by force or threat of force." 

Militant/Ellen Lemisch 
One section of proposed criminal code would in effect 
make it a crime to advocate a socialist revolution. Or
ganizations like Socialist Workers Party are targets of 
provision. 
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Many of the laws being proposed by Nixon administration could have been used against antiwar protests 

The terms of this law could be applied to union 
defense guards during strikes, to all types of self
defense groups organized in the Black or Chicano 
communities, and to political organizations such 
as the Black Panther Party and the American 
Indian Movement The effect of this provision would 
be to abrogate the right of people to organize 
and bear arms in their own defense. 

Government secrets 
Also . under the rubric of "national security" are 

four sections that were clearly written as a com
plement to the work of the White House "plumb
ers"' team. First is an espionage statute that would 
have been applicable in the case of the Pentagon 
papers had it existed at that time. This would pun
ish the collection of "information relating to the 
national defense" when done "with knowledge that 
it may be communicated to a foreign power .... " 

The Pentagon papers were collected with the in
tent of having them published, and therefore with 
the knowledge that they could "be communicated to 
a foreign power." The Nixon administration ar
gued that they were related to national defense and 
were of advantage to the Vietnamese. Under this 
law Daniel Ellsberg and Anthony Russo could 
have been sentenced to death, or, in time of peace, 
to 30 years imprisonment. 

A second section simply makes it a felony to 
knowingly communicate "information relating to the 
national defense to a person not authorized to re
ceive it." This could be used in stifling news stories 
such as Jack Anderson's report that the Nixon ad
ministration favored Pakistan over India in the 
recent war between them. 

A third section makes it a felony for govern
ment employees to "recklessly" permit the "loss, 
destruction, or theft, or communication to a person 
not authorized to receive it" of "information relating 
to the national defense." This provision could have 
been used against Ellsberg or any other govern
ment employee leaking information that is em
barrassing to the government to the press. Another 
provision of this section would make it a felony 
punishable by up to seven years in jail and $50,-
000 in fines for anyone not authorized to have such 
material to retain it This could be invoked against 
reporters who dare to use information that is 
leaked to them. 

A final section makes it a felony to disclose 
classified information of any kind, regardless of 
whether it was properly classified to begin with. 
At present it is not a crime to disclose classified 
information, except in the case of information that 
is classified by the Atomic Energy Commission. 
As Wulf explained (referring to the Pentagon pa
pers case), with this provision "they get every
body. They get Ellsberg, Sheehan, and the New 
York Times." 

With the experience of the movement against the 
war in Vietnam in mind, Mitchell and his cronies 
kept in the proposed code such undemocratic and 
repressive laws as the one making it a crime to 

"obstruct military recruitment or induction." This 
law, along with another on "inciting or aiding 
mutiny, insubordination, or desertion" and one on 
"impairing military effectiveness," could have been 
used to outlaw much of the antiwar and antidraft 
activity of the past few years, especially among 
Gis. As Edith Tiger, director of the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee, said in an interview 
with The Militan~ "'Impairing military effective
ness'- what does that mean? They can get ~ou 
for blocking a troop train." 

Another amendment to the proposed code at
tempts to solve an embarrassing problem encoun
tered in the past by Lyndon Johnson and Nixon
the fact that they were the target of demonstrators 
wherever they went The amendment would allow 
the secretary of the treasury to designate "buildings 
and grounds" a president happens to be visiting 
as "temporary residences of the President," and "to 
prescribe regulations governing ingress or egress to 
such buildings and grounds and to posted, cor:
doned off, or otherwise restricted areas where i:he 
President is or will be temporarily visiting." 

The amendment makes it illegal for people "wil
lingly and knowingly to enter or remain in" such 
areas. 

Another amendment to the code would specifically 
exempt the president from laws prohibiting wire
tapping and other forms of electronic surveillance, 
allowing him "to take such measures as he deems 
necessary to protect the United States against the 
overthrow of the Government by force or other un
lawful means, or against any other clear and pres
ent danger to the structure or existence of the 
Government." 

'Emergency' wiretaps 
A further amendment authorizes any "principal 

prosecuting attorney of any State or subdivision 
thereof' to set up 48-hour "emergency" wiretaps, 
and directs that landlords, tel'ephone company 
workers, and others must help out with "all infor
mation, facilities, and technical assistance neces
sary to accomplish the interception unobtrusive
ly .... " 

Of course, the ability of the government to suc
cessfully use such laws in hampering opposition 
to its policies and victimizing dissenters depends 
on the general political situation it faces. And the 
relationship of forces in this country today favors 
the extension- not the restriction- of democratic 
rights. Nonetheless, the passage of S. 1400 would 
make the government's task of repression easier 
and help to accustom public opinion to· such re
pressive statutes. 

The distrust of the government generated by the 
Watergate disclosures can help make easier the 

' job of fighting against such reactionary attacks 
on democratic rights. Ultimately, the revelations 
about bourgeois rule that have been produced by 
Watergate will aid in convincing the American peo
ple that the defense of democratic rights cannot 
be entrusted to the capitalist state under any cir
cumstances. 
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Harper & Row workers 
on strike, gain support 
By LEE SMITH ' , 
NEW YORK- More than 200 people 
attended a benefit rally here June 25 
to build the strike fund of the Har
per & Row employees who walked 
off their jobs June 17 in the first book 
publishing strike since the 1940s. 

The benefit was sponsored by such 
figures as Studs Terkel, Shelley Win
ters, poet Muriel Rukeyser, Gloria 
Steinem, and Congresswoman Bella 
Abzug (D-N.Y.). Speakers included 
strike leader Bernice Krawczyk and 
other Harper's employees; writer Bar
bara Garson; a Newpaper Guild rep
resentative; Rebecca Finch, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for U.S. Sen
ate; and an activist in the union or
ganizing drive at Macmillan, Inc. 

The Harper's strike has attracted 
wide support from workers in other 
publishing houses and unions. As 
many as 600 supporters have joined 
the picket lines on some days, sing
ing "Solidarity Forever," "Roll the Un
ion On," and "We Shall Not BeMoved," 
alternated with choruses of "Scab!" 
whenever anyone crosses the picket 
lines. 

Signs carried by the Harper's pick
ets read: "Books make money -we 
don't!" The workers, members of the 
Association of Harper & Row Em
ployees, voted to strike after reject
ing the "final ·and ultimate" offer of 
the company for a new contract. 

'];he strikers are demanding a cost
of-living allowance or a one-year 
wage reopener to help keep pace with 
inflation. They are also demanding 
that the company continue to pay both 
merit raises and across-the-board 
raises. Harper's has offered a choice 
between the two. 

The association, an in-house union, 
is the only union in a major pub
lishing house. It represents 320 of 
Harper's 600 workers here, most of 
whom are women. Many of the oth
er Harper's workers are unable to 
join the union because they fall with
in the National Labor Relations 
Board definition of "supervisory per-
sonnel." 

SWPsupport 
"Your struggle is an example to 
many other working people who 
are discussing how to fight back 
against inflation," Rebecca Finch, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for U.S. Senate, told the Harper 
& Row strikers at their June 25 
benefit rally. 

"Your fight not only inspires 
others in the publishing industry 
who are trying to organize, but 
millions of militant women, Blacks, 
and Puerto Ricans who are still not 
organized into unions." 

"Nixon claims that American 
working people have never had it 
so good," the socialist candidate 
said. "Yet working people lost 5 
percent of our buying power last 
year. 

"Let Harper & Row open its 
books, so all can see whether it is 
'too poor' to pay the wage increases 
the strikers are demanding. I'm sure 
we would find that Harper & Row 
has been making record profits at 
the expense of its employees." 
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Picket line swelled to 600 on 'Solidarity 
Day.' 

The current economic squeeze is 
making more and more book pub
lishing employees turn to the idea of 
organizing a union. Not only are 
wages low -most of the college-edu
cated workers earn about $8,000 a 
year- but benefits are almost non
existent. 

In addition, workers · hired to fill 
one job description more often than 
not find themselves saddled with half 
a dozen other tasks. This is euphemis
tically known as "learning on the job" 
or "creative opportunity." It goes hand 
in hand with the practice of paying 
the workers with fancy titles instead 
of money. 

Bernice Krawczyk, head of the as
sociation at Harper's, told The Mili
tant that 80 percent of the union is 
solidly behind the strike. Harper's 
president, Winthrop Knowlton, has 
tried to intimidate strikers by threat
ening to replace them with temporary 
or permanent workers. But Krawczyk 
said, "We voted at our strike meet
ing and decided that either we all go 
back together or none of us goes 
back." 

The strikers have set Fridays as 
"Solidarity Day," when workers from 
other publishing houses are encour
aged to march on the picket line dur
ing their lunch hours. On the first 
Solidarity Day, June 21, 600 people 
turned out. 

July 1 is slated as a "Feminist Day," 
when a special effort will be made to 
mobilize women's liberation activists 
to join the picketing. 

Trade unionists most active in sup
porting the strike. have come from 
District 65 of the Distributive Workers; 
National Union of Hospital and 
Health Care Employees District 1199; 
Newspaper Guild; United Farm Work
ers; Office and Professional Employ
ees International Union Local 153; 
Fur, Leather and Machine Workers 
Joint Board; United Electrical Work
ers; and the organizing committee of 
the Coalition of Labor Union Women 
(CLUW). 

N.Y. union women ask 
CLUW for support 
By KATHY STALLWORTH 
NEW YORK- Four hundred women 
from more than 20 unions met here 
June 17 to discuss ways to build sup
port for the Coalition of Labor Union 
Women (CL UW). This was the first 
meeting in New York to organize a 
local chapter of the national trade
union women's organization, formed 
at a convention in Chicago lastMarch. 

A sign of CL UW's potential was the 
fact the women involved in several 
union struggles came to the meeting 
to appeal for support. 

The women heard a report on the 
United Farm Workers ( UFW) boy
cott from Mary Maddox and decided 
to organize a picket line on June 22 
to help support the UFW. 

A leaflet put out to build the picket 
line pointed out: "Where the UFW has 
won, it has brought higher wages, 
hiring halls, safer working conditions, 
union clinics and health benefits. It 
has fought for women workers win
ning child care, protective legislation 
and an end to child labor and poi
sonous pesticides." The picket line drew 
50 people. 

Women at the June 17 meeting also 
responded enthusiastically to the ap
peals of striking Harper & Row work
ers, most of whom are women. The 
strikers came to the meeting with a 
leaflet that said in part: "Publishing 
traditionally relies on cheap, unorga
nized female labor whose exploitation 
is concealed behind the mask of white
collar gentility. . . . 

"The Association of Harper & Row 
Employees stands firm in its struggle 
for women's rights and asks for your 
support." 

Women at the CL UW meeting de
cided to join the Harper & Row picket 
lines. 

Also appealing for aid were striking 
Concord Fabrics workers, whose rep
resentative, Delores Watson, outlined 
the strike issues to the meeting, and 
telephone workers, who are trying to 
organize a local of the Communica
tions Workers. 

A report on legislation affecting 
women workers was given by Judy 
Berek, of the National Union of Hos
pital and Health Care Employees Dis
trict 1199. She cited two recent defeats 
for women in the New York state 
legislature: the failure to include preg-

nancy in a new disability benefits law 
and the failure to win collective bar
gaining rights for household workers. 
These setbacks, she said, "are just an
other reason to build the biggest, best 
CL UW chapter possible." 

A discussion followed on how to 
build CL UW into a powerful tool for 
working women's rights. Many who 
spoke emphasized the importance of 
getting the word out about CL UW 
as the frrst step. Suggestions were 
made for more educational material 
and for the formation of women's 
rights committees or caucuses in local 
unions. 

Speakers also raised the issues of 
organizing nonunion workers, child 
care, maternity benfits, and affirma
tive action. 

Women at the meeting came from the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees; American 
Federation of Teachers; Communica
tions Workers; United Auto Workers; 
Postal Workers; Office and Profes
sional Employees; and many other 
unions. 

This was the frrst of three meetings 
the union women must hold before 
they can apply for a charter for their 
local CL UW chapter. The next meeting 
is set for Sept. 7. 

Militant/Martha Harris 

Discussion at meeting of Coalition of 
Labor Union Women. 

'Free J.B. Johnson!' 
By LINDA SOMES 
ST. LOUIS- The Committee to De
fend J. B. Johnson received an affi
davit from Con~ressman William 
Clay (D-Mo.) June 15 that said, "I 
believe that J. B. Johnson should have 
a new trial and should be free on 
bond." 

Clay's affidavit came on the heels 
of increased defense activity, including 
two rallies and a press conference in 
May. 

Johnson, 23, was given a life sen
tence by an all-white jury on frame
up charges of slaying a white cop fol
lowing an aborted jewelry store hold
up· in January 1970. Johnson was de
nied bail pending his appeal. 

In May, Johnson's attorneys filed a 
writ of habeas corpus for bail. The 
writ says that Johnson "is suffering 
cruel and unusual punishment and 
being denied reasonable bail, all in 
violation of the Eighth Amendment of 
the Constitution .... " Filed along 

with the writ was an impressive as
sortment_of affidavits from prominent 
St Louis citizens. 

A fund-raising benefit, hosted by civ
il rights activist and comedian Dick 
Gregory, drew 350 people. When 
Johnson's mother, Mary' Watkins, rose 
to speak, -the audience gave her a 
standing ovation and repeatedly 
chanted, "Free J. B.!" 

Watkins told The Militant in regards 
to her son, "Life's short enough with
out an innocent man spending his 
life in a cage. It hurts me when my 
son has to suffer for a crime he did 
not do." 

Also in May, William Kunsfler, one 
of Johnson's attorneys spoke to a ral
ly of 200. 

Arguments on the appeal will be 
heard in the fall. To get information 
on the case or to help out, contact 
Committee to Defend J. B. Johnson, 
P. 0. Box 4712, St Louis, Mo. 63108. 



Support broadens for strike by 
nurses in Northern California 
By LINDA NORDQUIST 
SAN FRANCISCO-Moving into the 
third week of a strike that had been 
expected to last only a day, 300 nur
ses marched 10 miles through San 
Francisco June 21 in a militant dis
play of determination to continue their 
fight. 

The march began at 7 a.m. and 
passed by eight struck hospitals, gath
ering new forces as it went along. 

At a spirited noon rally, Mary Brad
bury told the strikers, "This is anoth
er demonstration of our determination 
to settle for nothing but the best-
4,400 nurses can't be wrong." 

The strike, affecting Kaiser Foun
dation hospitals in Northern Califor
nia and 17 other private hospitals, re
mains 90 percent effective. The over
riding issue for the nurses, who are 
members of the California Nurses As
sociation (CNA), is the right of pa
tients to quality health care. "We are 
striking because we believe in prin
ciples- the principle of providing pa
tients what they truly deserve," said 
one nurse. 

Other demands of the strike are for 
cost-of-living allowances, health in
surance, retirement benefits, and ev
ery other weekend off. 

Negotiations between the CNA and 
hospital administrations, which had 
broken off for several days, began· 
again with the arrival of federal me
diator William Usery. In his first move 
as a "neutral" arbitrator, Usery 
clamped a gag rule on both sides in 
the dispute, preventing them from talk
ing to the media about the issues in
volved or the progress of negotiations. 

Such a restriction actually censors 
only the strikers, since the capitalist 
press has shown itself to be a firm 
ally of the hospital administrators in 
this fight. 

However, Diana Fivey of the CNA 
employee relations staff told The Mili
tant the strikers will not give up their 
demonstrations and rallies because of 

Usery's gag rule. "These are for the 
public, not the press," she said, "and 
we will continue to have these actions." 

The hospital administ:.:ators claim 
the nurses are acting in an "unpro
fessional and irresponsible manner." 
Up until June 20, nurses had remained 
in the emergency rooms and intensive
care units as part of an agreement 
that the hospitals, for their part, would 
halt all nonemergency surgery. How
ever, when the administrators broke 
their side of the agreement, the nurses 
joined the picket lines. 

To counter the hospitals' charge of 
"betrayal" at this move, nurses at St. 
Joseph's Hospital announced they 
would continue emergency work if the 
hospital agreed not to charge the pa
tients any fees. To no one's surprise, 
the hospital rejected this proposal. 

The capitalist press has played its 
typical role of distorting the work
ers' side in this strike. Photos of b a
bies dangling in midair, supposedly 
with, no one to care for them, have 
been featured prominently in the mass 
media, arousing the anger of the nur
ses. As one striker put it, "We are 
getting damned tired of this emotion
al blackmail." 

Some patients are also getting tired 
of these slanders. A June 22 nurses' 
rally in Oakland, Calif., was joined 
by sympathetic patients. One picket 
sign read: "Kaiser patients' families 
support the nurses striking for better 
health care." 

An important new development in 
Continued on page 26 

Houston nurses wage fight for 
decent maternity hospital care 
By SARA JOHNSTON 
HOUSTON- Chants of "Rehire the 
nurses!" and "Open the logbooks!" rang 
out in the noonday heat here June 
19 in front of Jefferson Davis Hos
pital. The 70 demonstrators were 
nurses and activists in the newly 
formed Coalition to Defend the Nur
ses, which has grown out of the strug
gle here for decent health care. 

At a news conference the day before, 
the Coalition to Defend the Nurses 
explained the issues in the fight at 
Jefferson Davis. Among those partici
pating in the news conference were 
several nurses; Gertude Barnstone of 
Women's Equity Action League 
(WEAL); and Sherry Smith, Social
ist Workers Party candidate for gov
ernor of Texas. Other groups partici
pating in the coalition are the Na
tional Organization for Women 
(NOW), the Harris County Women's 
Political Caucus, and Las Mujeres 
Unidas (Women United). 

Nine nurses were recently fired at 
Jefferson Davis because they were 
leaders of a "sick-ouf' in May to pro
test dangerous conditions in the la
bor and delivery rooms of the hos
pital. Forty-four of the 65 employees 
in those departments stayed out for 
six days. 

The coalition is demanding the re
'instatement of all nine nurses and is 
camng for an immediate investigation 
of the maternity and surgical facilities 
at Jeffer~an Davis by coalition mem-. 
bers and fired nurses. 

Located near. the Black community, 
Jefferson Davis is one of the largest 
maternity hospitals in the country. 
Seventy percent of its expectant moth
ers are Blacks and 20 percent are Chi
canas. Medical schools consider it a 
"learning institute" where students can 
go to gain "experience." 

"Ten thousand babies are born ev-
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Coalition to Defend the Nurses news conference. Jefferson Davis nurses Nancy Rob
erts, Judy Sterling, and Ethel Francois (left to right) describe danger to patients' health. 

ery year at Jefferson Davis," the nur
ses explain, "under deteriorating con
ditions, affecting the health of the 
mothers . and infants and overwork
ing the nurses who provide essential 
nursing care." · 

There are not enough nurses to care 
for all the women who come to the 
hospital. Equipment is broken and 
outdated. There are too few delivery 
rooms and nurses say that if the log
books were opened, they would re
veal that at least one of every four 
births takes place in the hallway, not 
in a delivery room. 

In addition to the poor conditions 
for patients, the nurses themselves face 
substandard working conditions. They 
have no place to eat their meals. There 
is a one-toilet restroom, which also 
serves as the dressing room and 
lounge for 20 to 30 nurses per shift. 
There is no provision for parking 
close to the hospital for safety at night. 

When the administration refused to 

heed their demands, the nurses formed 
the Nurses for Improvement Commit
tee, which first organized a petition 
campaign and then the sick-out. The 

· committee demanded additional per
sonnel, better equipment in the labor 
and delivery rooms, a $45 a month 
wage increase, a nurses' lounge, and a 
special parking area. 

After their sick-out, the nurses de
cided to appeal to the public for sup
port. 

Ethel Francois, one of the fired nur
ses, pointed to the importance of 
winning community support. "We need 
the people who come here to have their 

. babies to speak out and say things 
must change. These women know how 
conditions are. 

"This struggle is bigger than just 
this one instance at Jefferson Davis," 
she noted. "I understand there are 
nurses in California struggling 
against the same kind of thing we 
are struggling against." 

Boston 
• un1on 

women 
hold 
conference 
BOSTON -"Working Women Get To
gether" was the theme of a June 22 
educational meeting here sponsored 
by the organizing 'Committee for the 
Massachusetts Coalition of Labor 
Union Women (CLUW). More than 
130 trade-union and other working 
women, from 20 unions, participated 
in the program of speakers and work
shops. 

The opening speaker was Gloria 
Johnson, director of women's and ed
ucational activities for the Interna
tional Union of Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers (IUE) and the na
tional treasurer of CL UW. She de
scribed the founding of CL UW at a 
national conference in Chicago last 
March and outlined the goals of the 
organization. 

As the statement of purpose adopted 
at that conference explains, "The pri
mary purpose of this new national 
coalition is to unify all union women 
in a viable organization to determine, 
first- our common problems and con
cerns and, second- to develop action 
programs within the framework of our 
unions to deal effectively with our ob
jectives." Among the objectives of 
CL UW are organizing the unorga
nized, supporting affirmative action 
programs on the job, and increasing 
women's participation in their unions. 

Johnson's speech touched on the 
myths used to deny women equality 
on the job, such as the idea that "men 
are the providers and need the raise 
or promotion more than we women." 
She pointed out that one out Of nine 
families in this country is headed by 
a woman, and a much higher per
centage of Black families have female 
heads. 

Johnson urged all union women to 
join CL UW and help make it grow. 

Virginia Jones, a leader of the 
United Farm Workers, spoke on the 
inspiring role women have played in 
the UFW struggle. She called for sup
port to the boycott of scab grapes 
and lettuce, urging women to join the 
picket lines at A&P, the only 
remammg supermarket . chain that 
buys scab produce in Massachusetts. 

Linda Malanchuk, a convener of 
Massachusetts CL UW and a member 
of the Massachusetts Teachers Associa
tion, gave a speech in which she com
pared· developments among women 
trade unionists today 'to the role of 
women during the struggles to form 
the CIO (Congress of Industrial Orga
nizations) in the 1930s. 

"We need the unions to fight for our 
rights," she said, "and we need CL UW 
to help the unions recognize our needs 
as women." 

Workshops were held on affirma
tive action, child care, the role of 
women in the unions, organizing the 
unorganized, and the fight against ra
cial discrimination. Initiating task 
forces on child care and the problems 
of Black and Puerto Rican women 
workers, organizing a speakers bu
reau, increasing educational material, 
and using the local CL UW newsletter 
to help support organizing drives were 
seen as top priorities by women at the 
meeting. 

The closing speech was given by 
Augusta Trainor, a United Rubber 
Workers retiree and a member of 
CL UW' s national coordinating com
mittee. She spoke on the exciting pos
sibilities for CL UW and the signifi
cance of getting union women and 
women on organizing drives together 
for the first time. 
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Repjy to a reader 

Who are the real Mideast terrorists? 
By DAVE FRANKEL 
Unlike capitalist newspapers, which 
claim to be impartial and which deny 
the ideological bias that is so apparent 
in their reporting, The Militant pro
claims itself as a partisan newspaper. 
The Militant stands for socialism and 
it supports the struggles of the op
pressed against their oppressors. 

This leads to pr.otests when there 
is disagreement or confusion as to 
who the oppressor is. Stan Kohls, 
for example, charges The Militant with 
"a simplistic 'good guys-bad guys' 
approach to the very complex Mid
east conflict," "one-sided" reporting, 
and "uncritical blindness." 

Who is the oppressor? 
Kohls does not dispute the specific 

facts cited in The Militant, but he im
plies that the situation in the Middle 
East is so complex that there can 
be no clear determination of who is 
to blame. In cases such as Maalot, 
when terrorist attacks are carried out 
by Palestinians, he apparently feels 
that vigorous denunciation of the Pal
estinians is in order. 

We reject this position. 
The struggle of the Arab nation for 

independence- first against the Otto
man Empire and then against the Brit
ish and French empires, which re
placed the Ottomans after World War 
I-was a straightforward democratic 
struggle against foreign domination. 
The Zionist settlers entered this strug
gle with their own aims but as staunch 
allies of British imperialism. 

The reactionary scheme to create 
a state "as Jewish as England is 
English" in a land where the majority 
of the population was Arab made the 

A criticism ... 
I'm greatly disturbed that the folks 
around The Militant, whom I've al
ways identified as comrades, should 
be taking such a simplistic "good 
guys-bad guys" approach to the 
very complex Mideast conflict. ... 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Fahmi 
calls Israel's reason for reprisal 
raids into Lebanon "paltry." The 
United Nations condemns Israeli 
aggression with no mention of Arab 
terrorist raids. And The Militant 
headlines read: "New Israeli terror 
raids hit Lebanon," "Maalot a pre
text for new offensive," and "Zion
ist thugs attack Arab spokes
man .... " Somewhat one-sided to 
say the least. 

It may be true that the capitalist 
press doesn't condemn Israeli re
taliatory raids with much vigor. 
But I missed The Militant's strident 
denunciation of the massacres of in
nocent civilians at Qiryat Shemona 
and Maalot, to say nothing of Mu
nich and Lod Airport. There are 
occasional remarks about "a few 
desperate and self-defeating acts of 
individual terrorism"; apparently 
they would have been acceptable 
if they hadn'tbeen self defeating .... 

I don't want this letter to be in
terpreted as a defense of Israeli tac
tics. There is nothing as disgusting 
as the uncritical blindness with 
which the U.S. press views Israel. 
But I expect that kind of crap from 
the capitalist media; it's painful to 
see The Militant, for which I used 
to have the highest respect, adopt 
the same sort of position, simply 
switching the terms "Arab" and "Is
raeli." 
Stan Kohls 

iverside, Calif. 
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Zionists automatic opponents of Pal
estinian independence throughout the 
1920s and 1930s. Implied in the crea
tion of such a state, as many warned 
beforehand, and as was confirmed in 
practice, was the expulsion of the na
tive Arab population. 

Having established a colonial sett
ler-state in opposition to the interests 
and aspirations of the Arab masses, 
the Zionists were compelled to lean 
for support on U.S. imperialism. Is
rael is the keystone of Washington's 
policy of maintaining its control over 
the Arab East. 

The fact that many of the Jewish 
settlers who came to Palestine were 
refugees from European anti-Semitism 
and the Nazi holocaust is no justifi
cation for oppression of the Palestinian 
Arabs. 

Inside Israel 400,000 Palestinians 
· live as second-class citizens. In the 
Arab territories occupied by Israel in 
1967 another 1.1 million Palestinians 
live under military occupation. In ad
dition, 1. 5 million Palestinians live 
as refugees, many in the most miser
able conditions, having been deliber
ately uprooted and driven from their 
land. 

The Palestinians subject no Israelis 
to military occupation. They have not 
expropriated the land and houses of 
another people. They don't discrimi
nate against a subject population in 
employment, wages, housing, health 
care, education, and other areas. It 
is the Israelis who are the oppressors. 

A neutral position? 
Supporters of Israel always talk 

about how complex the situation is in 
order to obscure the simple truth that 
the land occupied by the Zionists has 
been stolen from another people. 

The liberal rendition of this type 
of reasoning is the argument that there 
is right and wrong on both sides, but 
whatever the past injustices, Israel 
now exists and a compromise is in 
order. The "~om promise," of course, 
would be based on the continued ex
istence of Israel as a Jewish state, 
rather than on the Palestinian demand 
for a unitary Palestine in which both 
peoples would live. 

Thus, a position of "even-handed
ness," of attempting to maintain a be
nevolent neutrality between the oppres
sor and the oppressed, serves to cover 
up the real situation and to help main
tain and legitimize the Zionist state. 

Terrorism & morality 
It would be preferable if the strug

gle for human freedom could be ac
complished without bloodshed. There 
are very few people who relish the 
death of defenseless families or chil
dren- Arab or Israeli. But the moral 
question posed by events such as Maa
lot is not the one that Kohls thinks. 

By equating the actions of the Is
raelis and the Palestinians he suggests 
that the struggle of colonial settlers 
to hold on to what they have stolen 
can be put on the same moral plane 
as the struggle of people fighting 
against their dispossession. Marxists 
disagree. 

Karl Marx wrote that capital comes 
into the world "dripping from head 
to foot, from every pore, with blood 
and dirt." 

The violence in the world today is 
pervasive. We see it in Vietnam and 
Chile, in the starvation of hundreds 
of thousands in Africa and India
condemned by a rapacious social sy s
tem, not by nature- as well as in the 
Middle East. 

The touchstone of all morality is 

F. Samia 

Nabatieh refugee camp in Lebanon, housing more than 3,000 Palestinians, before 
. and after Israeli air attack on May 16. 

the question of how society can most 
effectively be changed in order to end 
this human suffering. Revolutionists 
oppose individual terrorism because 
it stands in the way of mobilizing the 
masses to fight for their liberation. 

But from a moral point of view, 
Palestinian terrorists fighting against 
the oppression of their people are on 
a different plane than the Israeli sol
diers trying to terrorize the Palestinian 
population into submission. The co
lonialists have no moral standing to 
condemn the methods of struggle used 
by those they have dispossessed, just 
as the slavemaster had no moral 
grounds to complain when the slaves 
burned down his house and killed his 
family. 

Furthermore, the terrorism of the Is
raelis- a terrorism that has been sus
tained over three decades-has been 
carried out on a scale and with a 
viciously methodical character that 
dwarf the attempts of the Palestinians 
to fight back. As the liberation fighter 
in. the movie Battle of Algiers pointed 
out in reply to the hypocritical pro
tests of his captors, the liberation fight
ers would have been happy to ex
change their bombs and grenades for 
French jets. 

Most important, Kohls's equation 
of the actions of Palestinian guerril
las with those of the Israelis leaves 
out the central moral question: Who 
is fighting to uphold oppression and 
who is fighting to end it? 

Obiective reporting 
A final point that should be an

swered is the implication in Kohls's 
letter that since The Militant takes the 
side of the Arab revolution, its re
porting is not objective. This is not 
true. 

The. test of objectivity is not whether 
or not one claims to be impartial, 

but whether or not the facts and analy
ses that are presented conform to the 
actual situation. Class and national 
struggles in which genuine neutrality 
is impossible are the basic social real
ity throughout the world today. Those 
who ignore or deny this objective real
ity can hardly be objective reporters. 

The Militant reports the facts on 
the specific struggles taking place with
out falsifying them, and puts them 
into the framework of a Marxist anal
ysis in order to explain their signifi
cance. It follows the method advo
cated by Trotsky in his History of 
the Russian Revolution: 

"The serious and critical reader will 
not want a treacherous impartiality, 
which offers him a cup of conciliation 
with a well-!!ettled poison of reaction
ary hate at the bottom, but a scientific 
conscientiousness, which for its sym
pathies and antipathies- open and 
undisguised- seeks support in an 
honest study of the facts, a determina
tion of their real connections, an ex
posure of the causal laws of their 
movement." 
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~,000 discuss rights 

Indians hold treaty conference in South Dakota 
. . 

By JOHN LINDER 
MOBRIDGE, S.D.- For Indians, the 
story of America is a chronicle of 
broken treaties and promises and a 
concerted effort by the U.S. govern
ment to destroy the Indian people. 

This June, on an Indian reservation 
in South Dakota, 3,000 Indians met 
to discuss how to fight back. The first 
International Treaty Convention drew 
Indians from 97 tribes and Indian 
nations, according to conference org
anizers. Some Indians came from the 
East and West coasts and from Can
ada. 

The mood of the participants was 
one of rejection of the government's 
Indian assimilation and integration 
schemes, and support for Indian in
dependence from government control. 
Nearly everyone at the conference 
spoke about the need for unity among 
the tribes in the fight for Indian sov
ereignty. 

"We're not talking about civil rights," 
a 50-year-old Indian from Rosebud 
Reservation in South Dakota told a 
workshop. ''We're talking about a very 
basic human right, the right to our 
own way of life, the right to our own 
Indian way of life," he said. 

The conference was sponsored by the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. 
The tribe hosted the sessions, which 
ran from June 8 through June 16 on 
the reservation grounds here. 

The meeting took on special signif
icance in the wake of last year's his
toric 71-day Indian seizure of Wound
ed Knee, S.D., which was led by AIM, 
and the frame-up trials that have re
sulted from it. AIM, along with many 
of its supporters, has contended that 
the seizure was justified because the 
U.S. government has no jurisdiction 
at Wounded Knee or on other Indian 
lands because of a sovereign treaty 
signed by Indian leaders and federal 
officers in 1868. 

The 1868 treaty was a prime topic 
at the conference workshops. 

Bad Wound, a South Dakota Oglala 
Lakota Indian, elaborated on the 

treaty question in an interview. "The 
government thought they could forget 
about the treaty of 1868," he told 
The Militant, "but it's coming back to 
haunt them." 

William Kunstler, a defense attorney 
in the Wounded Knee trial in St. Paul, 
Minn., echoed this mood in an opening 
night address to the conference._ 

"The treaties, as soon as they were 
made, were meant to be destroyed," 
Kunstler said. "American Indians en
tered into almost 400 of what they 
considered to be sacred and unbreak
able agreements, only to find that they 
were just a method of acquiring real 
estate by fraudulent means." 

The convention set up an Inter
national Treaty Council, which confer
ence organizers say will present to 
other nations the details of the theft 
of Indian lands. One council office 
will be established in New York City 
to take the issue to the United Na
tions, and another office will be opened 
in Washington, D. C., to argue the case 
at foreign embassies. 

"We're recognizing that the period 
of passivity has got to go," John True
dell, national chairman of AIM, said 
in an interview. "That's why it [the 
convention] is happening now. We had 
to exhaust an· other avenues to satisfy 
our own selves about the proper meth
ods to use." 

For Indians, U.S. control of reser
vations is a grim reminder that the 
stage when white government officials 
launched their campaign against 
American Indians has not ended, but 
has only changed its form. At the 
Standing Rock Reservation, for ex
ample, Indians talked abouthowfunds 
from the Bureau of Indian Mfairs 
rarely got down to Indians them
selves because of widespread corrup
tion. 

"It's just like a little Watergate on 
each reservation," Philomene One 
Feather, a member of the Standing 
Rock Tribe, told The Militant. 

Both in the conference and at the 
national AIM convention thatfollowed, 
Indian activists talked about new 

struggles and issues involving the In
dian community. 

A resolution was passed opposing 
strip mining on Indian lands desig
nated by the Sioux treaty of 1868. 
According to members of the North- · 
ern Cheyenne Tribe in Wyoming, 25 
energy companies have mapped plans 
to build 42 coal-fired generatingplants 
on Indian lands, extracting coal in 
mass quantity. The strip mining 
threatens to destroy three-fourths of 
that reservation. 

Other Indian protests across the 
country were discussed at the confer
ence. These included demonstrations in 
New Mexico against the killing of six 
Indians by white racists, and protests 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, where oppo
sition has mounted to the control of 
Indian affairs and programs by the 
Mormon church. 

The American Indian Movement is 
demanding that the Mormon church 
remove its missionaries and programs 
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from the reservations and return all 
land stolen from the Indians. 

The treaty convention climaxed its 
sessions by adopting a "Declaration of 
Continuing Independence of the Sover
eign Native American Indian Nations." 

"In the course of thesehumanevents," 
the declara~ion's preamble said, "we 
call upon the people of the world to 
support the struggle for our sovereign 
rights. We pledge our assistance to all 
other sovereign people who seek their 
own independence." 

The declaration also directed the 
newly formed Treaty Council to seek 
admission to the UN as well as "es
tablish diplomatic relations with the 
United States." 

While the course of the Indian move
ment can only be determined by events 
to come, one central aspect of the 
struggle is readily evident: Nationalist 
consciousness is growing on Indian 
reservations today. It is a trend that 
should be supported. 

New Israeli terror raids kill eighty in Lebanon 
. By DAVID RUSSELL 

Minutes after Richard Nixon's plane 
took off from Jordan June 18, Israeli 
jets opened up a three-day campaign 
of terror against Palestinian refugees 
and Lebanese villagers. 

"Newsmen who toured towns and. 
rural areas hit by the Israelis earlier 
this week," reported Jim Hoagland in 
the June 21 Washington Post, "re
covered parts of sophisticated phos
phorous bombs that have set exten-

Palestinians search for survivors and belongings in rubble after Israeli raids in May 
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sive fires in Lebanese ·olive groves 
and wheat fields, seriously damaging 
the harvest in progress. Fragments 
of American-made anti-personnel 
bombs were also recovered." 

The toll in the three days of air 
attacks was put by Lebanese sources 
at 80 dead and some 150 wounded. 
The Associated Press reported from 
Ein al Helwah, "The air strikes dam
aged more than 100 houses in this 
largest of refugee camps in Lebanon. 
Weeping children watched as parents 
dug frantically in the debris for bodies 
and bits of furniture. 

'"We had been expecting some
thing,'" said Aziza Ahmed, a refugee 
housewife, 'But for God's sake, what 
could we do? We have no shelters and 
no real means of defense.'" 

In Tel Aviv the Israeli command 
asserted in language reminiscent of 
the Pentagon handouts during the 
U.S. bombing of North Vietnam that 
pilots took "all possible measures" to 
avoid civilian casualties and that 
targets "were definitely identified as 
military installations of the terrorist 
organizations." 

In a final bit of irony an Israeli 
official insisted, "This new government 
is composed of military men who are 
not prepared to tolerate attacks on the 
civilian population." The official was 
referring to a Palestinian guerrilla ac
tion the previous week in which three 

Israelis and four Palestinians were 
killed. 

The Israeli raids, coming as they 
did immediately after Nixon's Mideast 
tour, were a source of painful embar
rassment to the governments in Cairo 
and Damascus. Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat appealed publicly to 
Nixon to get Israel to stop its air 
strikes, while in Damascus the official 
state radio said the raids were "unac
ceptable to all Arabs." 

However, neither government was 
willing to do anything more than issue 
statements of protest and offer the Leb
anese government token arms aid. 
John Cooley wrote in the June 21 
Christian Science Monitor: 

"The Pa~estinians at Sidon expressed 
bitter feelings, less against Israel and 
the United States than against Egypt 
and Syria. 'By agreeing to disengage
ment accords, the Egyptians and Sy
rians have freed the hand of the Is
raelis to turn all their guns on us,' 
one young man said. 'They want to 
kill as many of us as possible and 
try to make us give up our national 
identity.'" 

Meanwhile, Henry Tanner reported 
from Cairo in the June 23 New York 
Times, "Many Arab diplomats and 
some W ~stern ones are convinced that 
Israel is seriously considering an in
cursion [with ground troops] into 
southern Lebanon." 
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In Review 
Can U.S. workers make a revolution? 
The Revolutionary Potential of the Working 
Class by Ernest Mandel and George Novack. 
Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., New York, 
N.Y. 10014. 197 4. 80 pp. Paper $J .45. 

The 25-year period of relative prosperity in the 
advanced capitalist countries that followed the car
nage of World War II resulted in a predictable 
response. The generation that had grown up un
der the shadow of depression and war looked 
at the new situation with enthusiasm; they had 
never had it so good. 

For the younger generation, which had never 
known anything else, the prosperity seemed natural, 
a part of the social order that was taken for 
granted. 

As in earlier periods of prosperity, people gen
eralized from their immediate experience. Optimism 
spread about the ability of capitalism to overcome 
the contradictions described by Marx and Engels,. 
and there was no lack of writers ready to turn 
their empiricism into a theory. 

Some argued that "the American century" had 
opened. Others assured their readers that the boom
bust economic cycle had finally been eliminated 
by manipulation of government spending, tax pol
icies, and interest rates. 

The corollary to the theory of unending capital
ist prosperity was the assumption of continuing 
domestic peace. C. Wright Mills and Herbert Mar
cuse wrote whole books on how the working class 

Books 
in the advanced capitalist countries had been 
bought off and brainwashed once and for all. 
They argued that Marxism, with its predictions 
of economic crises and collapse as the necessary 
follow-up to the capitalist boom, was about as 
relevant as mittens in July. 

This new, expanded edition of The Revolutionary 
Potential of the Working Class consists of four 
speeches by Trotskyist leaders Ernest Mandel and 
George Novack taking up the arguments of those 
who hold that the workers in the United States 
are inherently incapable of making a socialist 
revolution. 

After the last few years, with the rising unem
ployment, inflation, and shortages of essential 
goods, the perfectability of capitalism has begun 
to be seen as a rather doubtful proposition by 
broadening layers of the population. Articles in 
the daily press discussing the chances of another 
depression, and even of worldwide famine, have be
come commonplace. 

It is particularly interesting to read the first of 
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'It makes no more sense to depreciate the potential combativity of the working class today than it would have made 
to write off Blacks and Chicanos as an independent force in the 1930s and 1940s.' 

the talks by Mandel and Novack in this book
given in September and November 1968-and 
see how they outline the trends that, although 
unseen by others at that time, have come to domi
nate the political and economic life of the advanced 
capitalist countries. 

As Mandel explained, "rising real wages are 
constantly threatened by erosion. They are threat
ened by inflation. They are threatened by struc
tural unemployment generated through technologi
cal change and automation. They are threatened 
by wage restraint and wage-freeze policies. They 
are threatened by recessions. The more the work
ers are accustomed to relatively high wages, the 
more they react against even marginal reductions 
in their accustomed level of consumption, the more 
all the just-named threats are potential starting 
points of real social explosions." 

Nevertheless, the growing economic difficulties 
faced by the capitalist system have yet to spark 
the type of massive resistance in the U.S. that 
we have seen among workers in Britain, Portugal, 
and Japan during the last ·year. Most people in 
the U.S., including most radicals, still believe that 
the prospect of a massive working-class radicali
zation and a proletarian socialist revolution in 
this country is a utopian fantasy. 

Novack points out that it makes no more sense 
to depreciate the potential combativity of the work
ing class today than it would have made to write 
off Blacks and Chicanos as an independent force 

in the 1930s and 1940s, or students in the 1950s. 
He explains that many of the student radicals 
"unwittingly share the disdain of middle-class in
tellectuals for less formally educated people. They 
visualize the mass of workers as contented cattle 
who cannot look beyond their bellies or ever be 
inspired by a call to struggle for broad social 
causes and political aims .... 

"The new radicals accept the fact that the black 
masses, so long depicted as menials, can reject 
their degradation, heighten their racial pride, re
sist their oppressors. Yet it has still to dawn on 
these new radicals that, at some later date, white 
workers too can pass through similar processes of 
remoralization." 

While explaining the basic forces working to 
undermine and break down the post-war stability 
of the capitalist metropolises, Novack and Man
del also take up the problems of the conservative 
ideology that has penetrated into the ranks of 
the working class. As Mandel says: 

"In the last analysis the question boils down 
to this: Which force will turn out to be stronger 
in determining the worker's attitude to the society 
he lives in, the mystifying ideas he receives, yes
terday in the church and today through TV, or the 
social reality he confronts and assimilates day 
after day through practical experience? For his
torical materialists, to pose the question this way 
is to answer it, although the struggle itself will 
say the last word." -DAVID RUSSELL 

AFL-CIO leaders: In cahoots with the CIA 
An Analysis of Our AFL-CIO Role in Latin 
America or Under the Covers with the CIA. 
Published by Fred Hirsch. San Jose, Calif., 
197 4. 56 pp. Paper, donation. 

Protest actions against the military junta in Chile 
have consistently pointed out the complicity of the 
U.S. government and U.S. corporations with the 
reactionary generals' coup last fall. 

Now, facts have been collected by a section of 
the union movement showing that the largest labor 
organization in this country-the AFL-CIO-was 

Pamphlets 
very likely in complicity with the overthrow of 
the Allende government as well. 

Last December, the Emergency Committee to 
Defend Democracy in Chile held a conference to 
discuss the U. S. role in Latin America. A work
shop on the role of U. S. labor in Latin America 
decided to continue after the conference to try to 
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get to the bottom of questions raised about the 
role of the AFL-CIO. 

It was out of this continuing workshop of trade 
unionists that Our AFL-CIO Role in Latin America 
was brought about. This pamphlet traces the devel
opment of the AFL-CIO's American Institute for 
Free Labor Development (AIFLD) and exposes 
its connections with the government, big business, 
and the CIA. 

The stated purpose of the AIFLD is "the devel
opment of the democratic trade union movement 
in Latin America and the Caribbean." What this 
has meant in reality is that the AFL-CIO has 
helped the government and giant corporations to 
break up militant trade unions in Latin America. 

AFL-CIO head George Meany is president of the 
AIFLD. Chairman of the board of trustees is J. 
Peter Grace, chief executive of W. R. Grace & com
pany- a multinational corporation with extensive 
interests in Latin America. Meany and Grace have 
tried to promote the development of unions subser
vient to the interests of the capitalist class, unions 
that collaborate with the bosses rather than fight 
them. 

The AIFLD is company unionism on a grand 
scale. Financed mainly by the government (in 

1967 the AIFLD' s budget was $6-million- three 
times the annual AFL-CIO budget) and backed 
by corporations such as Kennecott and Anaconda, 
the AIFLD is nothing more than a mouthpiece 
for U. S. imperialism within the Latin American 
labor movement. 

Our AFL-CIO Role in Latin America was drawn 
up as background for a resolution presented last 
March to the Santa Clara County Central Labor 
Council. The resolution called for the labor council 
to dissociate itself from the AIFLD and for the dis
solution of AIFLD. 

The labor council, which had adopted a resolu
tion last fall after the September coup in Chit~ 
condemning the military junta and calling f'Zir. no 
U.S. aid to the regime, didn't approve this reso
lution. Instead, the council approved a substitute 
resolution simply requesting that the AFL-CIO 
respond to Our AFL-CIO Role in Latin America 
and answer the charges contained in it. 

The response of G.eorge Meany and of the AFL
CIO International Affairs department has yet to 
appear. When and if there is an answer, one thing 
is clear- it will not refute this well-documented 
expose of their collaboration with U. S. impe
rialism. - HENRY LUCAS 



Cops have no right to bar sales of Militant 
By ROSE OGDEN 
Militant sellers in various cities have 
reported attempts by the police to cur
tall sales of The Militant on public 
streets and other public areas. These 
restrictions are clear violations of free 
speech activity. 

Sometimes this harassment takes the 
form of a cop arbitrarily telling a 
salesperson to leave one corner and 
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Federal courts have repeatedly upheld 
right to sell newspapers in public places. 

move to another block. On other oc
casions sellers are told to leave bus 
and train stations or airports and 
threatened with arrest if they don't 
comply. Harassment has also oc
curred on college campuses and in 
front of high schools on public side
walks. 

In some cases salespeople have ac
tually been arrested and charged with 
selling without a license. 

In all of these cases, however, sales
people have a constitutionally pro
tected right to sell The Militant. Fed
eral .courts have repeatedly ruled that 
city and state ordinances requiring 
newspaper sellers to be licensed, or 
restricting sales in public areas, are 
unconstitutional. 

For example, in Hull v. Petrillo, 
a case involving the Black Panther 
Party newspaper, a federal court de
clared: "It has long been established 
that '(a) state may not impose a 
charge for the enjoyment of a right 
granted by the Federal Constitution.' 
. . . Therefore any fee imposed as a 
prerequisite to the- exercise of the right 
to communicate ideas on the public 
sidewalks is an unconstitutional prior 
restraint upon the freedom of expres
sion." 

Authorities often attempt to justify 
restrictions on Militant sales by claim
ing that distribution of The Militant 
is a form of commercial activity be
cause the paper is sold for a fee. This 
line of reasoning would place Militant 
sales in the same category as selling 
something like hot dogs, and prohib-

iting sales would thereby not violate 
free speech rights. 

However, these maneuvers to dis
guise undemocratic restrictions on 
First Amendment rights have not held 
up in court. In Gall v. Lawler, a 
federal case involving Kaleidoscope, 
an underground newspaper published 
in Wisconsin, the court ruled: "Not
withstanding the fact that Kaleido
scope is sold for a nominal sum [25 

cents], it is reasonably clear that its 
distribution is a form of free expres
sian, which may be circumscribed only 
in ways which will not unduly im
pinge on the rights protected by the 
first amendment." 

Militant sellers can take advantage 
of these favorable court rulings. Some
times just making it clear that we are 
aware of our rights is enough to end 
harassment. For example, New York 
City supporters report that when a cop 
tried to force them to stop selling on 
a particular street corner, they im
mediately called the police head
quarters and protested this violation 
of their rights. The police then backed 
down and sales at that corner con
tinued. 

Supporters in various cities have 
also been in consultation with lawyers 
about taking legal action against at
tempts to prohibit sales at transporta
tion terminals. 

Despite the court rulings, local cops 
and other protectors of "law and order" 
are always trying to restrict demo
cratic rights, whenever they can get 
away with it. An aggressive defense 
of the right to sell The Militant is 
the only way to defeat these attacks. 

The Militant business office is com
piling information on interference with 
the right to sell, and may be able to 
help areas that are encountering dif
ficulties. If you run into arbitrary re
strictions, contact the business office 
at 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014. Telephone: (212) 929-3486. 

LA. radio station manager jailed for SLA tape 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
LOS ANGELES- The manager of a 
local radio statiol'l has been jailed for 
refusing to turn over to authorities 
a tape recording received June 7 from 
Symbionese Liberation Army mem
bers Patricia Hearst, Emily Harris, 
and William Harris. 

KPFK general manager Will Lewis 
was ordered incarcerated June 19 for 
contempt of court. A federal judge 
jailed Lewis until he turns over the 
SLA tape and a letter supposedly sent 
to the station by the Weather Under
ground, and until he answers ques
tions of a federal grand jury investi
gating the two groups. 

Weather Underground was a statement 
claiming responsibility for the May 31 
bombing of the office of Evelle 
Younger, California's attorney gen
eral. The station has made copies of 
the tape and letter available but has 
refused to turn over the originals on 
the constitutional grounds that the 
news media has the right to protect 
the confidentiality of its sources. 

Foundation has issued a statement 
in "full support" of Lewis. KPFK is 
one of four listener-sponsored FM sta
tions owned by Pacifica. 

Lewis can be held under the present 
contempt conviction for as long as the 
grand jury is in session. It's term is 
due to expire in September but could 
be extended. 

Lewis's jailing was ironic inasmuch 
as the same day he began serving his 
sentence, another judge in Los Angeles 
ruled in the case of Los Angeles Times 
reporter William Farr that the news 
media has the right in the eyes of the 
law to hold and "articulate its moral 
principle" of protecting the confiden
tiality of its sources. 

Farr had received a similar coercive, 
indefinite jail term when he refused to 
divulge the source of certain informa
tion he obtained while covering the 
Charles Manson murder trial. 

Numerous nationally known news 
media figures, including Walter Cron
kite, had testified on Farr' s behalf. 

The court's ruling was only a partial 
victory. While the use of indefinite and 
coercive sentences for reporters who_ 
wish to protect the confidentiality of 
their sources was outlawed, the court 
maintained that Farr could still be 
given a punitive sentence for contempt 
of court. This carries a maximum pen
alty of five days for each count. The mimeographed letter from the 

In refusing to answer questions, 
Lewis termed the grand jury's investi
gation a "fishing expedition" into the 
internal workings and personnel of 
KPFK in an attempt to link the station 
with the SLA. 

ThP president of the Pacifica 

Blindness, lobotomy, and 33 years in prison 
Eugene Austin is a 51-year-old Paiute Indian who 
spent the last 33 years in the Nevada State Prison. 
He was recently released- on parole and his story 
was told on the NBC Nightly News. 

In 1941 Austin was given a life sentence-he 
was 18 at the time-for murder. He had allegedly 
gone on a shooting spree one night when he'd 
been drinking and one of the shots killed a white 
woman .. 

The American 
Way of Life 

The prison records say that his first seven years 
in the penitentiary were uneventful, but in 1948 
he escaped for two days before being recaptured. 
A few weeks later he tried to escape again, but 
failed. He was then branded a troublemaker and 
was transferred from the prison's "maximum se
curity" wing to solitary confinement. For the next 
14 years he was kept in a 7-foot by 7-foot cell 
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called "the icebox." According to the NBC news 
account: 

"When Gene Austin was stored here, it was a 
dungeon. He was stripped naked and forced to 
sleep on a steel cot. Once a week, guards would 
hose him and the cell down together. . . . He was 
taken out of the 'icebox' only once-in 1953." 

Why were they letting him out? For exercise? 
Had the warden gotten a twinge of conscience? 
Not quite: 

"They took him to a hospital in Reno where 
doctors performed a lobotomy. They destroyed 
about one-fifth of his brain .... After the opera
tion he was returned to the 'icebox,' where he 
spent the next 11 years- most of it in total dark
ness. In 1964, they let him out-and discovered 
that sometime during his years of darkness in the 
icebox Eugene Austin had gone blind." 

His blindness, prison officials claim, was caused 
by his beating his head on the walls and floors 
of the "icebox," something he began doing after 
the lobotomy. He still has a neurological tic that 
makes his head jerk to the side periodically. 

So now, 51 years old, blind, and lobotomized, 

Eugene Austin is no longer considered a threat 
to the established order and has been released. 
What's left of him now resides in a convalescent 
hospital in Sacramento, Calif. 

The story of Eugene Austin is only an extremely 
blatant case of the systematic violence that is em
ployed against all inmates through the prison 
system. It is the same violence that prompted the 
well-known socialist Eugene Victor Debs to write: 
"In my prison life I saw in a way I never had 
before the blighting, disfiguring, destroying effects 
of capitalism." 

Debs, who was imprisoned for opposing World 
War I, wrote: "I have made the statement and I 
repeat it here that if every j all, every prison, every 
penitentiary in the land had its doors flung wide 
open and every inmate were given his liberty the 
harm that would result to society would be vastly 
less than the harm society now suffers in wasting 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of unfortunate 
souls, breaking up their homes, wrecking their 
families, and launching upon itself the avenging 
crime waves which threaten it with destruction." 

-CLIFF CONNER 
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Calendar 
DENVER 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUnON FROM A SOCIALIST 
PERSPECnVE. Speaker: Joyce Tally, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate for Colorado Univ. board of re
gents. Fri., July 5, 8 p.m. 1203 California. Donation: 
Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information call 
1303) 623-2825. 

DETROIT 
NXON'S 'JOURNEY FOR PEACE'-NO JUSnCE FOR 
PALE5nNE. Speaker: Robin Maisel, SocialistWorkers 
Party candidate lor governor of Michigan. Fri., July 
5, 8 p.m. 3737 Woodward. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Mil~ 
toni Forum. For more Information calll313) 831-6135. 

LOS ANGELES: CENTRAL-EAST 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. The history of the Rus
sian revolution: its lessons for today. Wed., July 3, 
8 p.m. and Sat., July 6, 10 a.m. 710 S. Westlake 
liNe. Donation: 25 cents per session. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. For more 
information or to enroll call 1213) ~3-1512 or 483-
2581. 

LOS ANGELES: WEST SIDE 
'EL TEATRO CAMPESINO' Film documenting the his
tory al the theater al the form workers. Fri., July 5. 
230 .Broadway, Santo ·Manica. Ausp: West Side Mil~ 
tan! Forum. For more information call1213) 394-9050. 

ST. LOUIS 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Cannon's Speeches to 
the party. Class 2: Background of the developing dif
ferences. Instructor: Steve Chase. Wed., July 3, 7:30 
p.m. 4660 Maryland lat Euclid), Room 17. Donation: 
$3 for entire series or SO cents per class. For more 
information calll314) 367-2520. 

TWINCmES 
SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. History of the Russian 
revalution. Wed., July 3, 8 p.m. 25 University Ave. 
S.E., Mpls. Ausp: Socialist Workers Party and Young 
Socialist Alliance. For more information call 1612) 
332-7781. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
SOCIALIST EDUCAnONAL SERIES. The roots of Stalin
ism. Wed., July 3, 7:30 p.m.: Revolutionary interno
tionalism vs. peaceful coexistenc~ Sun., July 7, 6:30 
p.m.: Foreign policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy. 1345 
E St.· N.W., Fourth Floor. Donation: $3 for entire 
course; 50 cents per session. Ausp: Socialist Work
ers campaign committee. For more information call 
1202) 783-2391. 

... Stalinists 
Continued from page 7 
the miners back. On June 1, 1943, 
some 530,000 miners refrained to en
ler the pits. This strike was followed 
by another, and ultimalely Roosevelt 
and the employers were forced to back 
down. 

Preis asks, What if the miners hadn't 

waged their f~ght or if they had lost? 
" . . . it would . have meant not only 
the crippling and possibly the crush
ing of one of the most powerful indus
trial unions- the UMW- but a de
moralizing blow of shatlering propor
tions for the auto, rubber, steel, elec
trical equipment, and other CIO work
ers. In the wake of a miners' defeat, 
the corporate interests and their gov
ernment agents would have fallen like 
a ravenous wolf pack on the most vul
nerable unions." 

And this gets at the root of the 
Stalinist treachery. For the workers 
will get nowhere by entrusting their in
lerests to the capitalist rulers -whether 
it is Roosevelt and the Democratic 
Party during World War II, or Spi
nola and the Portuguese provisional 
government today. 

These two examples, in Portugal 
and in the Uniled Stales, show how 
the allegiance of the Stalinists is to 
so-called progressive capitalist gov
ernments or political forces- not to 
the masses of workers. And the Stalin
ists will not hesitale to break strikes 
and otherwise stab workers and op
pressed nationalities in the back if 
they dare to launch independent strug
gles against the exploiters defended 
by the Stalinists. 

... strikes 
Continued from page 16 
contracts, and to keep unions that 
support the strike from delivedng mer-
chandise. -

Teachers also hope that picketing 
will hamper construction work on the 
school planned for the summer. 

In addition to court actions 
launched by the teachers to regain 
their jobs, a group of Hortonville par
ents have filed a suit cenlering on the 
reduced quality of education in the 
scab-staffed school. Their suit seeks 
either the closing of school, rehiring 
of fired teachers, or establishment of 
an alternative education system. 

In a similar struggle, 104 teachers 
in the Timberlane school district in 
New Hampshire are continuing what 
has become the longest leachers' strike 
in U.S. history. To publicize their 
struggle, a group of Timberlane Re
gional Education Association mem-
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Tucson: YSA, S.U.P.O. 20965, Tucson, Ariz. 85720. 
CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oakland: SWP and YSA,I849 

University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: 1415) 
548-0354. 

Los Angeles, Central-East: SWP, YSA, Militant Book
store, 710 S. Westlake Ave., Los Angeles, Colli. 90057. 
Tel: 1213) 483-1512. 

Los Angeles, West Side: SWP and YSA, 230 Broad
way, Santa Monica, Calif. 90401. Tel: 1213) 394-9050. 
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lake Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tel: 1213) 483-
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and Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., San Francisco, 
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New Haven: YSA, c/o Jon Kegler, 1563 Chapel St., 
Apt. 3, New Haven, Conn. 06511. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, Box U-6014, Tallahassee, 
Fla. 32306. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St. N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Ga. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: 1404) 
523-0610. 

HAWAII: Honolulu: YSA, c/o David Hough, 447 Sea
side Ave. *186, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 428 
S. Wabash, Filth Floor, Chicago, Ill. 60605. Tel: SWP-
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i312) 939-0737, YSA-1312) 427-0280, Pathfinder Books 
-1312) 939-0756. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, ind.47401. 

Indianapolis: YSA, c/o Dave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46202. 

IOWA: Iowa City: YSA, c/o IMU, Univ. of Iowa, Iowa 
City, Iowa 52240. 

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c/o Christopher Starr, Dept. 
of Entomology, Univ. of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans. 66045 

KENTUCKY: Lexington: YSA, P. 0. Box 952, University 
Station; Lexington, Ky. 40506. _ 

Louisville: YSA, P. 0. Box 8026, louisville, Ky. 40208. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: YSA, 2103 Belair Rd., Balti
more, Md. 21213. Tel: 1301) 732-8996. 

College Parle YSA, University P.O. Box 73, U of Md., 
College Park, Md. 20742. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, R.S.O. Box 324, U 
of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002. 

Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant Labar Forum, 
655 Atlantic Ave., Third Floor, Boston, Mass. 02111. 
Tel: SWP-1617) 48U050, YSA-1617)482-8051; Issues 
and Activists Speakers' Bureau IIASB) and Regional 
Committee-1617) 48U052; Pathfinder Books-1617) 
338-8560. 

Worcester: YSA, P. 0. Box 229, Greendale Station, 
Worcester, Mass. 01606. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University al Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
48104. Tel: 1313) 668-6334. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood
ward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: 1313) TEI-6135. 

East Lansing: YSA, Second Floor Offices, Union Bldg. 
Michigan State University, East lansing, Mich. 48823. 

Kalamazoo: YSA, c/o Gail Altenberg, 728 S. Burdick 
St., Apt. 3, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007. 

MI. Pleasant: YSA, P. 0. Box 98, Warriner Hall, CMU, 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 48858. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA, Labor 
Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S.E., Mpls., Minn. 55414. 
Tel: 1612) 332-7781. 

St. Cloud: YSA, c/o Atwood Center, St. Cloud State 
College, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301. 

hers have been marching the 1,400 
miles to the NEA convention in Chi
cago, carrying signs such as "We'd 
Walk 1,400 Miles for a Contract" 

Timberlane teachers struck last Feb
ruary to win union recognition and a 
contract for the district The school 
board refused to even negotiate this 
issue, and managed to win a vote 
of confidence from the districfs voters. 
The board claims that meeting the un
ion's demands would mean giving up 
control of the schools to "outsiders." 

As in Hortonville, schools have been 
kept open by recruiting scabs to per
manently replace the strikers. While 
employing uncertified scabs, the board 
has sought to revoke the leaching cer
tificates of the strikers. This is the 
policy of the state board of education. 
It is now being argued in the courts. 

School Superinlendent Robert 
Crompton now says the dispule is 
settled as far as the school board 
is concerned and that he is interview
ing new leachers for next fall. 

Hortonville and Timberlane have 
become Jesting grounds for overt un
ion-busting tactics by school boards. 
They highlight two major obstacles 
facing both the NEA and the Ameri
can Federat~on-of Teachers: stale laws 
that ban strikes by leachers or other 
public employees, and the growing 
pool of jobless leachers who can be 
recruited as scabs. 

The ability of leacher unionists to 
grapple with these issues and mobilize 
the support necessary to defeat these 
attacks on their right to organize is 
of grave importance not only for the 
200 teachers personally involved but 
for all three million teachers in the 
country. 

... quotas 
Continued from page 17 
seem to give the slightest considera
tion to the effect it has on them to 
have nearly all white teachers- teach
ers who have not experienced and 
cannot relate to the racism the stu
dents face every day, teachers who 
may not even speak the same lan
guage they do. 

In order to win the fight against 
the cutbacks and for funds, jobs, and 
decent education! the teachers organi-

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
OffiCe, U of Missouri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill 
Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. 

St. Louis: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 4660 Mary
land, Suite 17, St. Louis, Mo. 63108. Tel: 1314) 367-
2520. 

NEW JERSEY: New Brunswiclc YSA, Box 445, Wood
bridge, N.J. 07095. Tel: 1201) 634-3076. 

Paterson: YSA, P. 0. Box 1532, Paterson, N.J. 07509. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Spencer Livingston, 
169 Quail St., Albany, N.Y. 12203. Tel: 1518) 436-
0096. 

Brooldyn: SWP and YSA, 136 Lawrence St. lot Wil
loughby), Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. Tel: 1212) 596-2849. 

Buffalo: YSA, 236 W. Utica, Buffalo, N.Y. 14222. 
Tel: 1716) 885-8861. 

Long Island: YSA, 20 John St., Roosevelt, L.l., N.Y. 
11575. Tel: 1615) FR9-0289. 

New Paltz: YSA, c/o Diane Phillips, 36 Plattekill Ave., 
New Paltz, N.Y. 12561. Tel: 1914) 255-1871. 

New York City: City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broad
way 14th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: 
1212) 982-4966. 

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA, and Merit Bookstore. 
706 Broadway 14th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Tel: SWP, YSA-1212)\982-6051; MeritBooks-
1212) 982-5940. 

Ossining: YSA, C/o Brian Johnson, I 006 Old Farm 
Rd., Valhalla, N.Y. 10595. Tel: 1914) 592-6864. 

Upper West Side: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 
2726 Broadway ll04th St.), New York, N.Y. 10025. 
Tel: 1212) 663-3000. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Charlatte: YSA, c/o Gene Phil
·yaw, 1023 Dorm '73 UNCC, Charlotte, N.C. 28213. 
Tel: 1704) 537-3235. 

OHIO: I!Qwling Green: YSA, Box 27, U. Hall, Bowling 
Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402. 

Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C.R. Mitts, P.O. Box 32084, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45232. Tel: 1513) 242-9043. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Tel: SWP-1216) 391-5553. 
YSA-1216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Margaret Van Epp, 670 Cuya-

zations must work together with, not 
against, the Black and Puerto Rican 
communities. Shanker's policies are 
aimed at just the opposite and are 
suicidal in the long run. The only 
way an alliance can be forged is for 
the teachers to support the just strug
gles of the Black and Puerto Rican 
communities for full equality. That 
struggle includes the fight for com
munity control and for preferential 
treatment 

... nurses 
Continued from page 21 
the strike is the sanction of the walk
out by the Teamsters union. Until 
June 19, Teamsters had been crossing 
the picket lines. They will now honor 
the lines except for transport of "nec
essary supplies." 

Hospital and Institutional Workers 
Local 250 (AFL-CIO), on the other 
hand, still refuses to back the nurses, 
because it is in competition with the 
CNA and Teamsters for jurisdiction 
in the hospitals. 

The CNA has made a concerted 
effort to appeal to the labor move
ment and th-e public at large for sup
port. A strike spokeswoman recently 
addressed a meeting of 45 women 
trade unionists sponsored by the or
ganizing committee of the Coalition 
of Labor Union Women (CL UW). 
The women passed a motion to give 
individual financial contributions to 
the strike, to send a letter of solidarity 
to the CNA, and to join the nurses' 
picket lines. 

Doctors have also shown support 
for the strike. At the June 21 rally, 
a Dr. Steinsmith told the nurses, 
"There are two irreconcilable forces 
at work here. On the one side are the• 
administrators, the drug monopolies, 
and the insurance monopolies. On the 
other, the nurses, doctors, and jani
tors. . . . I urge you to keep going 
back for more power, until you drive 
the money changers from the temple 
of health care." 

Although negotiations have · re
sumed, CNA negotiator Burton White 
told the June 21 rally, "We are as 
far apart as when we started." A roar
ing cheer went up as he said: "You 
are going to win this strike-with 
your militancy and unity, you are 
going to win." 

hoga Ct., Columbus, Ohio 43210. Tel: 1614) 268-7860. 
OREGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, 

Filth Floor, Portland, Ore. 97204. Tel: 1503) 226-2715. 
PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col

lege, Edinboro, Pa. 16412. 
Philadelphia: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 1004 

Filbert St.lone block north of Market), Philadelphia, Pa. 
19107. Tel: 1215) WAS-4316. 

Pittsburgh: SWP and YSA, 304 S. Bouquet St., PIHs
burgh, Pa. 15213. Tel: 1412) 682-5019. 

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, P.O. Box 8476, Uni
versity Station, Knoxville, Tenn. 37916. Tel: 1615) 524-
8967. 

Memphis: YSA, c/o Maryrose Eannace, 3681 Win
chester Pk. Cr. *7, Memphis, Tenn. 38118. Tel: 1901) 
365-2528. 

Nashville: YSA, P.O. Box 67, Station B, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37235. Tel: 1615) 383-2583. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, SWP, Militant Bookstore, Harriet 
Tubman Hall, 1801 Nueces, Austin, Texas 78701. Tel: 
1512) 478-8602. 

Houston: SWP, YSA, and Pathfinder Books, 3311 
Montrose, Houston, Texas 77006. Tel: 1713) 526-1082. 

San Antonio: YSA, 546 Blaze Dr., San Antonio, Texas. 
78218. 

UTAH: Logan: YSA, P.O. Box 1233, Utah State Univer
sity, Logan, Utah 84321. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, Militant Bookstore · 
1345 E St." N. W., Fourth Floor, Wash., D. C. 2QQ04: 
Tel: SWP-1202) 783-2391; YSA-1202) 783-2363: 

WASHINGTON: Bellingh(lm: YSA and Young Social
ist Books, Rm. 213, Viking Union, Wet;tern Washington 
State College, Bellingham, Wa~h. 98225. Tel: 1206) 
676-3460. 

Pullman: YSA, c/o Stydent Activities Office, Wash
ington State University, P11llman, Wash. 99163. 

Seattle: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 5623 
University Way N. E., Seattle, Wash. 98105. Tel: 1206) 
522-7800. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Huntington: YSA, c/o Marshall Uni
versity, Huntington, W. Va. 25701. Tel: 1301) 525-6323 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: YSA, c/o University of Wis
consin-Milwaukee, Union Box 139, Milwaukee, Wis. 
53201. 



Read the Young Socialist newspaper 
The Young Socialist Alliance is out to transform this society from top to bottom. 
We are fighting for a socialist world, where human needs will come before 
private profit. 

__ I would like more information about the YSA. 
__ I want to join the YSA. 
__ Enclosed is $1 for 6 months of the Young Socialist newspaper. 

Name=---------------------------
Address:=-----------------------------
City, state, zip, & phone:: _____________________ _ 

YSA, P.O. Box 471 Cooper Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

Classified 
Learn about Porlugal's neocolonialist plan in Africa. 
For monthly news on African liberation movement, 

U.S. imperialism's strategy, NATO, corporative con
nections, and international solidarity, read SOUTH ERN 
AFRICA magazine. 36 pages. Only $5 for one-year 
subscription. Write: SOUTHERN AFRICA, Dept. M, 244 
W.27St., NewYork, N.Y.10001. 

Calendar and classified · ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes
day noon, two days preceding publica
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 

Sell 
The 

Militant 
Join The Militant's sales campaign by 
taking a regular weekly bundle to sell 
o~ your campus, at your job, or near 
where you live. The cost is 17 cents 
per copy, and we will bill you at the 
end of each month. 

I want to take a weekly sales goal 
of __ . 
Send me a weekly bundle of--· 

THE MILITANT/JULY 5, 1974 

Now 
available 

July-Dec. 1973 Militant bound 
volume and index, $10.50. 
Index only, $1. Bound volume 
only, $10. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Bound volumes ($1 0 each) and indexes 
($1 each): Jan . .June 1973; Jan.-June 
1972; July-Dec. 1972; Jan.-June 1971; 
July-Dec. 1971 (Index, Jan.-Dec. 1971). 

The Militant, 14 Charles lane, New 
York, N.Y. 10014. 

( ) Enclosed is $4 for a Militant 
shoulder bag (large enough to carry 
dozens of Militants plus books, leaf
lets, etc.) 

Name------------
Address __________ _ 

City------------
State------- Zip __ _ 

14 Charles lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

LaborS 
Radical 
Heritage 

AMERICAN LABOR STRUGGLES, 1877-1934 
by Samuel Yellen 

"The author has joined fine scholarship with an admirable judgment 
in recording the neglected history of labor's march toward indepen
dence."- Harvey O'Connor, author of World Crisis in Oil 

Yellen recaptures ten major confrontations between laboring men 
and women and the owners of America's mines, mills, railroads, and 
ships-from the railroad uprisings of 1877 to the 1934 San Francisco 
general strike. Each strike is depicted forcefully through the use of 
eyewitness accounts. A Monad Press Book. 416 pp., paper $3.95 

TEAMSTER REBELLION 
by Farrell Dobbs 

"A valuable firsthand account of heroic battles led by rebels of 
another day, men who faced martial law and two killings to open 
the road to mass unionism."- Union Democracy Review 

A Monad Press Book. 192 pp., 15 pp. of photos and illustrations, 
$6.95, paper $2.45 

TEAMSTER POWER 
by Farrell Dobbs 

Dobbs, a revolutionary socialist and the central strike strategist, 
gives a step-by-step account of the 1930's 11-state campaign to or
ganize the over-the-road drivers that led to the transformation of the 
Teamsters into the powerful union that it is today. A Monad Press 
Book. Index. Photos. 255 pp., $8.95, paper $2.95 

Monad Press Books are exclusively distributed by Pathfinder Press, 
Inc. These books are available in the bookstores listed in The Socialist 
Directory on the facing page or by mail from: Pathfinder Press, Inc., 
410West St., New York, N.Y.10014. Writefor a complete catalog. 

Construction Workers 
Under Attack 
How to Fight Back and Rebuild the Unions 

by Nat Weinstein, Frank lovell, and Carol Lipman 

Only $.35 from Pathfinder Press, Inc., 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 
1 0014. Write for a free catalog of books and pamphlets. 

SOCia 1st 
J\I.Y.AUOUSTI974 SEYENIY-FIYECENTS review 

A monthly Marxist journal 
subscribe now. 3 mos.$1 I lyr. $5 

ISR, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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THE MILITANT 
Suit aims to void constitution 

hanker plans racist 
attack on NEA quotas 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
The American Federation of Teachers 
leadership, spearheaded by Albert 
Shanker, is about to unveil a new 
weapon in the war it has waged 
against the National Education As
sociation since AFT-NEA merger 
talks broke down in February. 

As soon as the NEA national Rep
resentative Assembly ends July 3, the 
Shankerite forces plan to launch a suit 

.to overturn key provisions of the 
NEA constitution dealing with pro
portional representation for minority 
teachers on NEA leadership bodies. 

This court action was first an
nounced last January by the Anti
Defamation League (ADL) of the 
B'nai B'rith. Then on March 15 the 
executive committee of the New York 
State United Teachers (NYSUT) 
voted to "conjointly with the Anti-Defa
mation League, challenge the legality 
of the NEA's Constitution and By
laws, which are discriminatory," ac
cording to the March 24 New York 
Teacher, published by the NYSUT. 

The consntutional amendments 
Shanker considers "discriminatory" 
were passed at the NEA convention 
last year, over the intense opposition 
of Shankerite delegates. The amend
ments, which take effect at this year's 
NEA Representative Assembly, would 
guarantee the following rights to op
pressed minorities in the union: 

• The NEA board of directors and 
all committees must include a mini
mum of 20 percent membership from 
oppressed nationalities. 

• Delegations to the Representative 

.Assembly must include representation 
of these minorities "at least equal to 
the proportion of identified ethnic-mi
nority populations within the state." 

e If after 11 years no member of an 
oppressed minority has served as 
NEA president, nominations at the 
subsequent Representative Assembly 
shall be restricted to members of such 
groups. 

Groups designated as ethnic minor
ities by the NEA include "Black, Mexi
can-American (Chicano), other Span
ish-speaking groups, Oriental and In
dian." 

These amendments were democrat
ically decided upon by NEA delegates 
at their last convention. After being 
repudiated by that convention, Shan
ker is trying .to overturn the vote 
through the courts! He charges that 
it is "racist" to guarantee Black and 
minority teachers equal representa
tion on NEA governing bodies. 

The New York NEA and AFT af
filiates merged in 1972 to form the 
NYSUT, which retains membership 
in both national organizations. Thus 
while Shanker sings the praises of 
"unity," the NYSUT executive board 
is preparing to file suit against the. 
constitution of its own national union! 

When this reporter called the Anti
Defamation League offices in New 
York to inquire about the suit, spokes
men there refused to discuss the con
tents of the suit, when it would be 
filed, or what role the NYSUT was 
playing in the legal action. 

However, a student who called the 
public relations office of the New York 

Albert Shanker 

City United Federation of Teachers, 
of which Shanker is president, got a 
different answer. 

This student told The Militant she 
was informed by the UFT that the 
suit is very much alive but "nothing 
can be done until the NEA constitu
tion goes into effect." 

Then, according to the UF T office, 
a teacher-presumably white- will 
arrange to be "injured" by the new 
quotas and the suit will be filed 
around this case. The student was told 
the "injured" party-to-be was there in 
the public relations office at that mo-

ment. 
Plans for the suit have not received 

a great deal of publicity, but the April 
13 Amsterdam News, a New York 
Black newspaper, did run a major 
article attacking the suit. The article 
was written by Jewell Handy Gre
sham, a member of the paper's edi
torial board and also a member of 
the NYSUT. 

Gresham points out that the NY
SUT's action will have a direct ef
fect on "the most fundamental welfare 
of its minority members, without ade
quate consultation with that minority." 

Needless to say, Shanker's failure 
to consult with the minority teachers 
he is supposed to represent is no over
sight. And his virulent opposition to 
the NEA quotas is based on more 
than his fear that Black ~eachers and 
other minorities will gain a greater 
voice in union affairs. He also fears 
the logic of these quotas-that they 
will encourage the demand for in
creased hiring of minority teachers 
-a demand in direct conflict with his 
role as defender of the racist status 
quo in the New Y~rk school system. 

The suit being launched against the 
NEA constitution deserves to be 
roundly condemned by NEA and 
AFT members alike. The NEA Rep
resentative Assembly should publicly 
repudiate this latest maneuver and put 
Shanker on the spot by demanding 
to know the facts behind his legal 
challenge. This can be the first step 
in mounting a counteroffensive to de
feat this attack on minority teachers 
and the entire 'NEA. 

'Teacher uni in NY: the real record 

How can teachers preserve iobs, improve education? 
special feature on issues facing NEA, see pages 14-17. 
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By CATARINO GARZA 
One of the major issues confronting 
teacher delegates at the National Edu
cation Association (NEA) convention 
in Chicago, June 28 to July 3, is the 
unification of the teachers movement. 

Unity talks between the L4 million
member NEA and the 400,000-mem
ber American Federation of Teach
ers (AFT) broke down last Febru
ary. The AFT officials insisted that 

Catarina Garza is a bilingual 
teacher in New York City and a 
member of the United Federation 
of Teachers. 

a merged organization must be af
flliated to the AF L-C 10, and op
posed the NEA's provisions for a se
cret ballot to decide union policies 
and officers and proportional repre
sentation of minorities in the union 
structure. 

The breakdown of the unity talks 
revealed a weakness in the leadership 
of both teacher organizations. They 

could not provide the nation's three 
million teachers with a program to 
combat unemployment and inflation 
and to improve education. 

At a time when student enrollment 
in elementary and secondary schools 
is falling, when teachers are being 
laid off, when federal funds for edu
cation are drying up, and when there 
is a growing disillusionment among 
many people about the results of edu
cation, it seems that teacher unity is 
more called for than ever. A united 
teachers movement with an effective 
program for improving education 
could rally students and parents to 
its banner. That's why the call for 
unity has such appeal arriong rank
and-me teachers. 

The New York State United Teach
ers leadership of Thomas Hobart, 
president of NYSUT, and Albert 
Shanker, head of the United Federa- · 
tion of Teachers in New York City 
and soon to be president of the AFT, 
are quite aware of this sentiment and 
will try to win support for their type 

Continued on poge 14 
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