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As Nixon goes under 

The political life of Richard Nixon, a typ
ical example of the lying, venal capitalist 
politician, is finished The capitalist class, 
which buys and sells all the Democratic and 
Republican politicians, has decided to· trade 
Nixon in for a new model: a slightly used 
Ford. 

The hypocritical windbags in Congress, the 
sanctimonious pundits of the capitalist news
Papers, and other upholders of capitalist rule 
are joining in the chorus proclaiming that. 
with Nixon out of office, the Watergate scan-

An editorial· 
dal will be over, and .the cover-up finished 
According to news accounts, Ford's assign
ment is to "move quickly to eliminate rem
nants of scandal from the Administration and 
to restore public confidence." 
B~t the real cover-up is just beginning. 
The rulers of this country need. a new front 

man in the White House. They need someone 
with a less tarnished image to accomplish 
their key task of shoring up confidence in 

the two-party system and other institutions 
through which th~y maintain their control. 
They need to cover up the fact that the poli
cies and methods of rule that have aroused 
the hatred of the American people for Nixon 
will continue, despite the change in the oc
cupant of the W)lite House. 

Who are these rulers? Not the majority, 
the· working people who produce the wealth 
with their labor, and who provide the troops 
that are shipped off to fight and die in Wash
ington's wars., 

No, this country is controlled by a tiny 
elite, an aristocracy of bankers and indus
trialists, who profit from the wars and from 
the class exploitation and racism and sexism 
of capitalism. This tiny group controls both 
the Democratic and the Republican parties, 
from the corrupt politicians in city halls across 
the country right on up to the equally cor
rupt "statesmen" in Washington. 

The real cover-up now underway is the 
cover-up of this system of class rule- a syst~m 
that is by necessity built on corruption, on 
secrecy, and on lies. 

It is this capitalist system· that is responsible 
for the secret war Nixon waged in Cambodia, 
just as it was responsible for Johnson's esca-

• 
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lation of the aggression in Vietnam, for Ken
nedy's Bay of Pigs adventure, for Eisen
hower's invasion of Lebanon, for Truman's 
decision to unleash the unspeakable horrors 
of nuclear war on Hiroshima and Naga
saki . · . . and the list goes on and on. 

It is this capitalist system that breeds and 
perpetuates racist discrimination, because 
racism is profitable to the exploiters of labor. 
And when Blacks stand up and resist this 
oppression they are shot down by the police 
terror squads in ghettos across the land, or 
by FBI ·and other secret police agencies car
rying out government orders to "disrupt and 
destroy" the Black liberation movement. 

It is this system that continually restricts 
and infringes on democratic rights of the 
American people, turning over to men such 
as Nixon and Mitchell, Haldeman and Dean, 
control of vast repressive arsenals to be used 
to silence dissenters, to plant spies and pro
vocateurs in unions and protest groups, and 
to frame up those fighting for peace anc;i 
social justice. 

These are the crimes that the ruling class 
is desperately trying to keep covered up. Be
cause it is these crimes against humanity that 

Continued on page J 2 

Will Portugal free its African colonies?/10 

PAJGC Narl Support Committee 

Praia, Cape Verde Islands, May Day. Liberation fighters demand independence from Portugal. 
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In Brief 
BILINGUAL ELECTIONS IN NEW YORK: All elections 
in New York City must be conducted in Spanish as well 
as English, a federal judge has ruled. The ruling was a 
final opinion in a case filed a year ago that resulted in 
bilingual ballots for the 1973 mayoral elections in New 
York City. In the decision, Judge Charles Stewart said 
that the court-ordered provision of bilingual ballots and 
bilingual personnel at the polls is a fundamental right of 
Spanish-speaking voters. 

The first bilingual New York elections were held in 
May 1973 in response to a suit filed with the cooperation 
of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund and the Committee 
for Democratic Election Laws. While Judge Stewart ordered 
bilingual ballots in that election, his latest decisioncovering 
· all further elections assures even more protection for Span
ish-speaking voters. 

Stewart has also ordered that the personnel at the polling 
sites must-be bilingual. Formerly, the Board of Elections 
had hired interpreters to assist the personnel conducting 
the elections, but these individuals were poorly trained and 
often ignored by the officials at the polling sites. 

Subscription rate to rise 
Because of rising costs The Militant must raise its sub
scription rates as of Sept. 15 .. The cost of paper, ink, 
and other printing expenses, mailing supplies, and second
class postage have gone up dramatically in the past year. 
Further increases are in store in the months ahead. 

Readers may renew their subscription at the current 
rates of $5 for one year and $10 for two years before the 
new rates go into effect. Your subscription will be auto
'matically extended regardless of when it expires. New 
readers are encouraged to subscribe now to take advan
tage of the lower rate. 

After Sept. 15, the rates will be $4 for six months, $7.50 
for one year, and $13 for two years. 

Our overall publishing expenses-from photography to 
travel- are also on the rise. We appeal to readers to help 
us meet these ongoing costs by sending in a contribution 
or pledging a monthly donation. 

MASSACHUSETTS CLAMPS MORE RESTRICTIONS 
ON ABORTION RIGHTS= The Mas·sachusetts legislature 
voted Aug. 2 to override Governor Francis Sargeant's 
veto of an anti-abortion bill sponsored by "right-to-life" 
forces. Sargeant vetoed the bill one day before the end of 
the legislative session- giving the House and Senate ample 
time to put this bill into law. 

The bill requires that women under 18 must have the 
consent of both parents to obtain an abortion. And after 
24 weeks no abortions are allowed except to save the life 
or health of the woman. 

The enactment of these new restrictions is the culmination 
of an aggressive campaign launched several months ago 
by reactionary forces in the state. 

In response, a number ofwomen's.organizations and in
dividuals have joined together to form the Committee to 
Defend Abortion Rights. On July 30 the committee held a 
picket of 150 people in Boston to protest this reactionary 
legislation. 

GAY RIGHTS BILL DEFEATED: By a vote of 6 to 2 on 
July 19, the Worcester, Mass., city council rejected legisla
tion proposed by the Worcester Gay Union that would have 
prohibited discrimination against homosexuals in the areas 
of housing and employment. In the process of the debate, 
Thomas Dutton, chairman of the Union, promised a 
stepped-up fight in Worcester and noted a proliferation of 
gay-rights organizations and struggles influenced greatly 
by the Worcester campaign. 

LAWTON, GARDNER TRIAL DELAYED: The thirq trial 
of Gary Lawton and Zurebu Gardner was further de
layed until Sept. 24 at the request of the Riverside, Calif., 
district attorney's office. • 

Lawton and Gardner have been out on bail since the 
conclusion of the frrst trial. They now are awaiting a 
third trial. The two previous trials have ended in hung 
juries. A majority of the jurors have voted for their ac-
quittal. · 

The defendants are Black men charged with killing two 
white cops in Riverside in 1971. Deputy District Attorney 
Ron Smith presented a motion requesting delay of the 
trial for 42 days. Smith said in an affidavit that he had 
only recently been appointed to the case and needed time 
to prepare for the trial. 

A spokesperson for the Riverside Political Prisoners 
Defense Committee stated, "These men are being persecuted 
because they are Black and because Gary Lawton was an 
active political organizer in Riverside. The prosecution 
knows that these men will never be convicted, so they are 

at~empting to drag this frame-up out as lonJ! as possible 
to further harass and persecute these two men." 

COPPER BARGAINING UNITY BROKEN BY TEAM
STER OFFICIAL& Mllitant correspondent Betsy McDon
ald reports that Teamster Local 310 separately approved 
a settlement with American Metal Climax Mining Com
pany (Amax), Twin Buttes, Ariz., on July 30- splitting 
with the 26-union bargaining coalition for the copper in
dustry. The United Steelworkers union is the main union 
in the coalition. 

The Steelworkers struck the next day as the company 
and Teamsters crossed their picket lines, which made it 
possible for a court to halt the strike with a temporary 
injunction. 

The steering committee for the national coalition had 
rejected a tentative settlement ·that had been accepted by 
the four local Amax unions because it fell short oL the com
mon wage agreement the coalition is seeking to gain 
industry-wide. 

The coalition of union officials has kept its meetings, 
negotiations, and terms secret from the_ rank and file. 
Teamster officials took advantage of local sentiments for 
the right to ratify their contract to challenge the authority 
of the coalition and of the Steelworkers union at Amax, 
where two-thirds of the workers are Teamsters. 

The Teamsters' defection is being used by the copper 
bosses to try to force lesser settlements. 

This issue of The Militant is the last before our 
summer break. We will resume our regular weekly 
schedule with the issue dated Sept. 6. 

RALLY PROTESTS COP TERROR: The Pittsburgh Social
ist Workers Party sponsored a weekend of activities center
ing on a street meeting and evening forum Aug. 3 in re
sponse to police terror in the Black community. Cops there 
have been on a vicious manhunt in the Black community 

· following the killing of a white cop. 
The street meeting was held in a shopping area in the 

Black community. Vince Eagan, Socialist Workers candi
date for governor of Georgia, told how the movement in 
Atlanta is learning to rely on the strength of the Black 
community rather than to put faith in Democrats such 
as Mayor Maynard Jackson. 

Christina Adachi, Socialist Workers candidate for U. S. 
Senate from Pennsylvania, called for removal of the police 
from the Black community and for replacing them with a 
force drawn from and responsible to Black people. 

That evening, the Militant Forum discussed the police 
and the Black community. Speaking were Sala Udin, a 
leader of the Congress of African People and chairman 
of Citizens Opposed to a Police State (COPS), the organiza
tion set up in response to the police rampage; Tim Stevens, 
executive director of the Pittsburgh NAACP; and Vince 
Eagan. 

Special guest Naomi Jones, mother of one of the targets 
of the cop manhunt, told the audience that "the Pittsburgh 
police are not better than the Ku Klux Klan." 

-NORMAN OLIVER 
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Michigan cww women: ·orient 
unions to fight for women's rights' 

By MARTHA PETTIT 
DETROIT-More than 250 women 
from 26 national and international 
unions attended the Southeast Michi
gan Organizing Conference of the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
(CL UW). The conference was held at 
the hall of United Auto Workers 
(UAW) Local212 here July 21. 

The conference was organized for 
the purpose of establishing chapters of 
CL UW in the five counties of South
east Michigan- Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb, Washtenaw, and Monroe. 

The composition of the conference 
reflected the breadth of CL UW's ap
peal and the heterogeneity of women 
in the labor movement. About one
third of the women were Black. All 
ages were represented, from young 
women just entering .the work force to 
union retirees. The vast majority of 
women were rank-and-file members of 
unions, but all levels of union leader
ship were involved. 

This was the first CL UW conference 
in Michigan since national CL UW was 
founded in March. The founding con
ference, held in Chicago, attracted 
3,200 women unionists who adopted 
a statement of purpose, established a 
national structure and guidelines, and 
elected national officers as well as 
state conveners and union representa
tives. 

Paula Reimers, conference coordina
tor and Michigan state convener for 
CL UW, chaired the plenary session 
at the Michigan conference. In her 
opening remarks she pointed to the 
breadth of involvement of women from 
many unions in organizing the con
ference. A planning committee of 60, 
representing 20 unions and 45 locals, 
met for five weeks to work on the 
conference. 

Letters were sent to presidents of 
all UAW and AFL-CIO local unions 
in Southeast Michigan informing them 
of the conference and asking them ·to 
promote it among their members. 
Many union locals sent the conference 
call to their union stewards with a 
cover letter asking that it be posted 
on union bulletin boards at work
places. 

The United Auto Workers, the 
strongest union in Michigan, donated 
materials and facilities to the building 
of the conference. 

Endorsements for CL UW have been 
obtained by CL UW activists from 
many local unions. In addition, the 
Metropolitan Detroit AFL-CIO Coun
cil, the Michigan Federation of Teach
ers, and the Michigan State American 
Postal Workers have given their en
dorsement. The support and coopera
tion from the union movement was 
the key· to the successful turnout. 

Olga Madar, national president of 
CL UW, outlined the purpose and 
function of the organization. CL UW, 
she said, is a national organization of 
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Detroit. Union women decide to establish chapters of Coalition of Labor Union Women, vote support to organizing drives. 

union women working in their unions 
in an interunion framework to pro
mote issues that concern and affect 
women on the job and in society. 

She stressed the importance of work
ing within the unions...:_ of going to 
the unions and orienting them to fight 
for women's issues. In order to do this 
effectively, she pointed out, the unions 
will have to be democratized so that 
they truly represent the needs of all 
their members. More women must be 
included in policy-making and leader
ship positions and, most importantly, 
union women must force their unions 
to carry out the numerous resolutions 
already passed on women's rights. 

"The very issues with which you 
are concerned are already spelled out 
in your unions," she said. "The only 
problem is that we've been spelling 
them out for years and now it's time 
to implement them. And that's your 
job to do." 

'We are not in the business," Madar 
continued, "of organizing either on the 
national level or a chapter level the 
kind of organization where a few peo
ple act and speak on behalf of the 
others. But we are in the process of 
involving union women throughout 
the United States, in all the counties, 
so that they, through their unions, 
can put a priority on the many issues 
and the many problems which have 
plagued women at the workplace and 
in the community." 

Discrimination against women in so
cial security and credit, inadequate 
health coverage, and the exemption of 
many women workers from coverage 
by health and safety legislation were 
mentioned by Madar as possible 

By BRIGIDTE COOPER 
TORONTO-Doctor Henry Morgen
taler was sentenced July 25 to 18 
months' imprisonment. · In addition, 
a three-year probationary period was 
imposed during which Morgentaler 
cannot perform abortions in his Mon
treal clinic. 

Morgentaler is free on bail pending 
the outcome of an appeal of his case 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. The 
Supreme Court hearing is set for 
Oct. 4. 

Morgentaler is an outspoken oppo-

areas of activity for CL UW. She also 
suggested that chapters and the na
tional office might disseminate infor
mation on the discriminatory employ
ment practices of companies such as 
Sears, Xerox, and J. L. Hudson in 
Detroit. 

"Just as we should be mobilizing 
our forces to do better in relationship 
to the boycott of lettuce and wine," 
she said, "we ought to do it in rela
tionship to all of the companies that 
discriminate against women." 

Greetings were brought to the con
ference from the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees and from the United Farm 
Workers (UFW). Mary Lopez of the 
UFW was greeted with a standing 
ovation. 

Eileen Foley, executive board mem
ber of the Newspaper Guild, presented 
recommendations on local structure 
and activities from the conference 
planning committee. Five committees 
were proposed, with a steering com
mittee to coordinate the work of the 
chapter. All of the committees will 
carry out various aspects of the num
ber one priority for C L UW at this 
time: building CL UW by attracting 
more union women. 

Two activities were proposed for 
chapter involvement: support to the 
UFW boycott and support to orga
nizing drives such as the one being 
carried on by the Newspaper Guild 
at the Detroit News. 

The Newspaper Guild is trying to 
organize the editorial department at 
the News, Detroit's largest evening 
newspaper. About 30 percent of the 
department's 1,000 members are 

nent of Canada's anti-abortion law. 
He has publicly admitted to having 
performed thousands of abortions 
during the past few years. He was 
acquitted last year by a Quebec jury 
on one of 13 charges of performing 
an illegal abortion. The jury decision 
was overturned by a Quebec appeals 
court last April. It is under this rul
ing that the July 25 sentence was pro
nounced. 

The sentencing of Morgentaler repre
sents an important step in the govern
ment's attempt to victimize Morgen
taler and deal a blow to the abortion 

women. They face many kinds of dis
crimination on the job including be
ing denied merit pay increases and 
promotion and upgrading equal with 
male counterparts. The organizing 
drive was sparked earlier this year 
by layoffs at the. News of a large 
number of employees, many of them 
women who had worked there for as 
long as 25 years. A number of sup
port activities are being considered by 
CL UW in conjunction with the News
paper Guild organizers. 

The proposal on structure, as well 
as the suggestions for activities, were 
adopted unanimously by the plenary 
session and later by the county work
shops. 

SEATTLE- Fifty women unionists 
representing 20 union locals partici
pated in a meeting of the Seattle Area 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
( C L UW) Organizing Committee July 
24 at ihe AFL-CIO Labor Temple. 

One of the highlights of the meeting 
was the reading of a letter from the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
Local 1488 inviting Seattle Area 
CLUW to have a statewide conference 
of labor union women at· the Uni
versity of Washington in the fall to be 
hosted by AFSCME. 

The invitation was enthusiastically 
accepted and planning has begun for 
a two-day conference in late October. 

Anna Padilla of Pacific Northwest 
Newspaper Guild and pro tem chair
worn an of Seattle Area C L UW an
nounced that the Newspaper Guild en
dorsed CL UW at its national conven
tion in St. Louis July 15-19. 

rights movement. 
Supporters of Dactor Morgentaler 

across Canada are planning protests 
in the fall in advance of the Supreme 
Court hearing. The Committees to De
fend Dr. Morgentaler are calling for 
international support in their fight to 
have the charges against Morgentaler 
dropped and to repeal Canada's anti
abortion law. 

Letters of protest should be sent to 
the Toronto Committee to Defend Dr. 
Morgentaler, P. 0. Box 186, Station 
F, Toronto, Canada. 
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Workers keP-t in dark 
• 

Bell Telephone, CWA.tops reach 'tentative' pact 
By FRANK LOVELL 
An agreement, described as "tentative," 
was announced two hours before a 
nationwide strike set for midnight, 
Aug. 4, that would have called out 
7 50,000 workers at the Bell Telephone 
System. 

The announcement was made joint
ly by Glenn Watts, president of the 
Communications Workers of America 
(CWA), Rex Reed, vice-president of 
the Bell System, and W.J. Usery Jr., 
director of the Federal Conciliation 
and Mediation Service. 

Watts represents 500,000 CWAmem
bers. Another 250,000 telephone 
workers are represented by several 
smaller unions and are expected to 
accept the terms of a master contract 
for the system. 

The tentative settlement reportedly 
amounts to a 35 percent increase in 
wages and fringe benefits over a three
year period.- There was no mention 
of an escalator clause to protect these 
low-paid workers against rising 
prices. Before-tax wage scales range 
from $123.50 a week for beginner 
telephone operators to $260 weekly 
top pay for maintenance and repair 
workers. 

Watts said that many local issues 
remain unsettled and bargaining will 
continue. 

The secrecy and uncertainty of ne
gotiations since May 15 have kept 
telephone workers uninformed about 
what was being decided for them. · 

The mystery surrounding these ne
gotiations follows closely the pattern 
set in 1971. At that time, the CWA 
called a nationwide strike to redress 
long-standing grievances against the 

telephone company only to order all 
strikers back to work on company 
terms after three days. 

Reports from CW A locals around 
the country indicate that the tentative 
national agreement this year may 
have been reached by top union of
ficials and the telephone company well 
in advance of the July 17 expiration 
date of the 1971 contract. If so, the 
delayed announcement was necessi
tated by the continuing problem of 
how to get the telephone workers to 
accept the deal. 

A July 10 report to The Militant 
from Seattle said that union nego
tiators at that time had leaked word 
that they were ready to settle for a 
$1.98 package, which included a 16 
percent wage increase, 10 percent for 
inflation and 6 percent for produc
tivity. The union was also asking for 
better medical benefits, a dental plan, 
improved pensions, and continuation 
of a cost-of-living. allowance. None 
of this was explained to the member
ship, only stated in the most general 
terms as "demands." 

A report was circulated through 
CWA locals that these modest union 
proposals were flatly rejected by the 
company after high-ranking manage
ment representatives met with George 
Shultz, until recently a member of Nix
on's Cl!.binet and a top adviser to 
the president. The purpose was to 
create the impression that CWA mem
bers were facing a company-govern
ment offensive and probably would 
not be able to oppose it very effec
tively. 

Seattle CW A members were advised 
to call a special phone number, which 
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Communication workers picket in Los Angeles during 1971 strike 

played a recording on the "progress" 
of negotiations, giving no informa
tion. The explanation of local officials 
was that a "negotiations blackouf' had 
been declared, the Orwellian logic be
ing that union ranks cannot be told 
anything because what they are told 
one day may not be true the next 
because of "the fluid nature of nego
tiations." 

In Cleveland on July 19, 83 mem
bers of CWA Local 4309 at the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Company walked out. 
The walkout was reportedly over lack 
of information about contract talks, 
and it was said to have been unau
thorized. 

In Solon, Ohio, 500 CWA members 
of Local 4395 demonstrated against 
the ·suspension of an operator who 
was charged with not doing enough 

work on her ·shift. Local president 
James Smullen said the demonstra
tion was against company harass
ment. "In the past few months, 10 
persons have been suspended and two 
have been fired," he said. All 500 
demonstrators were suspended by 
Western Electric. 

An Associated Press survey of sev
eral major CWA locals showed on 
July 31 that membership sentiment 
was strong for strike. One New York 
local voted by better than 18 to 1 
to strike. Local 10410 in New Or
leans voted 90 percent for strike. 

Telephone workers strike Western Electric 

A Chicago correspondent for The 
Militant reported July 30: "The CWA 
here voted 9 to 1 in favor of a strike 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers voted 15 to 1, in 
spite of the fact that the unions re
fused to divulge their exact bargain
ing goals, and have provided union 
members with little or no information 
on either the negotiations or the up
coming strike. CHICAGO-A strike of 50,000 

Western Electric workers in eight 
states was called Aug. 5 by the In
ternational Brotherhood of Electri
cal Workers ( IB EW) for a new con
tract with the telephone company. 

Western Electric is the manufac
turing and supply divisiolt of Amer
ican Telephone and Telegraph, and 
it produces most of the equipment 
for the Bell System. 

The walkout came after an an
nouncement by the Communica
tions Workers of America (CWA), 
which rep!"esents most of the tele
phone operators and repair work
ers, that a "tentative" agreement on 
wages had been reached. 

Few details of the CW A agree
ment were released and the addi
·uonal demands of the IB EW were 
not spelled out, except the an
nouncement by IB EW officials that 
they would not accept the t«;rms of
fered by the company to CWA and 
other unions representing operators 
and repair workers. 

Pickets told The Militant that one 
of the central demands of the 14,-
000 strikers in this area is a cost
of-living clause in any new contract 
that is signed. One worker said this 
was the first strike here against 
Western Electric since 1904. 

In a · related development, 500 
Cleveland members of the CWA met 
Aug. 7 to protest terms of the ~tenta-

tive" contract approved by union of
ficials and the Bell System. The 
workers had joined an unautho
rized walkout two days earlier that 
has involved half of Greater Cleve
land's 10,000 telephone workers. 

The workers at the meeting, main
ly young, with many women and 
Blacks, pointed out thl\t the new 
contract would not protect them 
from inflation. Many spoke of the 
skyrocketing prices they must pay 
and some said the new pact would 
represent a cut in real wages. The 
workers demanded that the contract 
negotiations be reopened and they 
set further meetings to discuss 
whether to continue their walkout. 

"The telephone company, on the 
other side, has bombarded its employ
ees with information about generous 
offers and how the unions have re
jected them. 

"The telephone workers here are 
very serious about a strike, as seen 
by the union meetings where atten
dance is at an all-time high. They 
feel that only a solid strike, even If 
it has to be a long one, will force 
the company to grant livable wages 
and decent benefits." 

Telephone workers will have an
other chance to judge the intentions 
of the company when they see the 
exact terms of their "tentative" agree
ment and learn what progress is be-

Continued on page 30 

Chile death sentences commuted after protest 
NEW YORK- Death sentences that 
had been handed down to four 
·Chileans, supporters of the deposed 
Allende government, have been com
muted to prison terms of 30 years. 
The decision was announced Aug. 5 
by a military judge after widespread 
international protests. 

The "death by firing squad" sen
tences had been handed down July 
30 to three air force men and Carlos 
Lazos Frias, a member of the Chilean 
Socialist Party and former vice:presi
dent of the state bank. 

The sentences were a result of mass 
trials of air force personnel and civil
ians rounded up after the rightist coup 
last September. Fifty-six additional 
prisoners were given sentences of 300 
days to life imprisonment, on charges 
such as "treason." 

Although protesters had demanded 
that all political prisoners in Chile 
be freed, the commutation is . viewed 
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as a partial victory and further evi
dence that world outcry can force the 
junta to back down from its murder
ous assaults. 

In New York City on Aug. 1, pro
testers picketed the Chilean Mission 
to the United Nations. They chanted, 
"No executions- free the Chilean po
litical prisoners." 

Participating were many members 
of the newly formed September Chile 
Action Coalition. The coalition will 
coordinate events being planned for 
next month around the first anniver
sary of the coup. 

Among the activities will be a rally
concert Sept. 6 and a picket line Sept. 
11. The. coalition will demand: Free 
the political prisoners in Chile, end 
the ban on trade unions and political 
parties, and end U. S. aid to the junta. 

Planning meetings for the September 
activities have included representatives 
from: Chile Solidarity Committee, 

U.S. Committee for Justice to Latin 
American Political Prisoners ( USLA), 
Chileans for Democracy, Emergency 
Committee to Save Chilean Health 
Workers, Medical Committee for Hu
man Rights, North American Con
gress on Latin America (NACLA), 
Asian Americans for Action, New 
American Movement, CASA, Coali
cion de Latino Americanos y Amigos 
de Latin America (CLAN), Young 
Workers Liberation League, and 
Young Socialist Alliance. 

The Sept. 6 rally-concert will be held 
at Columbia University and will fea
ture entertainment as well as speakers. 

The Sept. 11 picket line will be held 
at International Telephone & Tele
graph (IT&T)- a symbol of lJ. S. in
volvement in the coup. 

For further information on the Sep
.tember protests, contact the September 

·Chile Action Coalition at (212) 691-
2880 or 691-9025. 'freedom for the political prisoners•;, 



What's in store for Richard Nixon? 
By DICK ROBERTS 
For just over two years Richard 
Nixon succeeded in bottling up the 
most damning Watergate evidence. 

But when the incriminating tapes 
were finally turned over, the blow to 
Nixon's supporters-and to the cap
italist government itself- proved to be 
devastating. 

"Portions of the tapes of these . . . 
conversations are at variance with cer
tain of my previous statements," Nixon 
admitted in the accompanying state
ment. 

In the tape of the June 23, 197 2, 
meeting in Nixon's Oval Office, six 
days after the Watergate break-in, the 
president ordered his chief of staff, 
H. R. Haldeman, to tell the head of 
the FBI: 

"Don't go any further into this case 
period." 

"How can you defend a man when 
he has pleaded guilty before the trial 
begins?" an unnamed Dixiecrat, for
merly on the list of Nixon "reliables" 
in the Senate, asked the New York 
Times. 

By Aug. 7, every single one of the 
Congressmen who had voted against 
Nixon's impeachment in the House 
Judiciary Committee had changed 
sides. 

Vice-president Ford's staff was re-
, ported to be preparing to move into 
the White House. Someone remem
bered that the man might know some
thing about foreign policy -he had 
been in a seminar led by Henry Kis
singer some years ago. Among those 
being rumored as possible future vice
presidents were Nelson Rockefeller and 
Elliot Richardson. 

New tapes 
The new tapes smelled as bad or 

worse than the earlier ones, and there 
was the possibility of even more tapes 
coming out quickly. Consider: 

e Election campaigns are supposed 
to present basic issues to the electorate. 
According to the June 23 tape, Nixon 
talked about places for his wife and 
daughters to appear as follows: 

"The Arts you know- they're Jews, 
they're left wing- in other words, stay 
away .... 

"Middle America- put that word out 
-Middle America-type of people .... 
Why the hell doesn't Parker get that 
kind of thing going? . . . I mean do 
the cancer thing .... " 

Anti-Semitism is the stock-in-trade 
of the White House crew; it goes by 
in such a conversation without notice. 
Victims of cancer are showpieces to 
be exploited; Julie and Tricia Nixon 
are willing pawns to be orchestrated 
in the election game. 

e The president is supposed to be 
knowledgeable in international affairs. 
The United States is conducting an 
offensive in world trade and finance 
threatening to plunge rival imperial
ist nations like Italy into economic 
chaos: 

Haldeman: "Did you get the report 
that the British floated the pound?" 

Nixon: "That's devaluation? ... It's 
too complicated for me to get into." 

Haldeman: "Burns is concerned 
about speculation about the lira." 

Nixon: "Well, I don't give a [exple
tive deleted] about the lira. [Unintel
ligible.f 

So much for Washington's European 
allies. And this was a few months be
fore his announcement that 1973 
would be the "Year of Europe," a time 
to knit together the Atlantic Alliance. 

The conservative Democratic and 
Republican coalition in Congress on 
whose support Nixon's future as a 
president depended had talked them-
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position and of deliberate stonewall
ing tactics now means that the HQuse, 
can move with full responsibility in 
two or three days of debate, rather 
than the two weeks previously en
visaged," said the Times editors. 

Meanwhile high officials such as 
Arthur Burns of the Federal Reserve 
Board and William Simon, Treasury 
Secretary, have made it clear that they 
will pursue domestic "business as 
usual." On Aug. 6 Burns demagogical
ly called for a program to hire 
800,000 unemployed if the official un
employment rate rose above 6 per
cent, a sure sign that higher unem
ployment is precisely what the gov
ernment has in mind. (A 6 percent 
unemployment level would mean more 
than five million people out of work.) 

GeHing rid of 'Watergate problem' won't be as easy as replacing Nixon with Ford 

Henry Kissinger left an Aug. 6 Cabi
net meeting to declare that foreign 
policy would continue on a biparti
san basis "in the national interest and 
the interest of world peace." 

selves into a bind. 
To convict someone, the "honorable 

colleagues" of the House and Senate 
told each other and explained to TV 
viewers, you must have facts. "Cir
cumstantial ,evidence" will not do. 

These lawyers conveniently forgot 
the careers that got them into Con
gress to begin with: how many poor 
and oppressed they had railroaded 
into prisons before, solely on the basis 
of "circumstantial evidence." 

A teenage Puerto Rican must have 
robbed an apartment "because he is 
a dope addict," because "he did it be
fore," because "he has a criminal rec
ord." Send him to jail? "It's for his 
own good." 

"I did it," Richard Nixon said, while 
maintaining he should stay in office. 

His support crumbled. Senator 
Robert Dole (R-Kans.), former chair
man of the Republican National Com
mittee, stated that "all but a handful 
of Republicans would like to see" the 
president resign. 

The remaining handful of , Con
gressional supporters advanced such 
staunch arguments as Representative 
Earl Landgrebe (R-Ind.): "I'm stick
ing by my President even if he and 
I have to be taken out of this build
ing and shot." 

Probably more representative of 
those who urged immediate resigna
tion was lawyer William Coleman, a 
former U.S. official. On the opinion 
page of the New York Times, Aug. 7, 
Coleman suggested that Nixon should 
be "permitted, if he desires, before res
ignation to destroy tapes, memoranda 

JULIE NIXON EISENHOWER: Do the can
cer thing. 

and other material connected in any 
way with Watergate and related 
matters." 

But the editors of the New York 
Times continued to push their long
standing argument for impeachment 
"The transfer of power must not only 
be orderly and in full respect of the 
Constitution; it must be perceived as 
such by all factions, all elements of 
American society. To frustrate or 
short-circuit the solemn process of im
peachment that is now well engaged 
irt the Congress could have two ad
verse effects. It might leave lingering 
doubts about the extent of the Presi
dent's complicity in a broad range of 
impeachable offenses. It would also 
deprive the American poiitical system 
Of a conclusive opportunity to define 
the fundamental principles of Presi
dential accountability." 

There is a minor problem here too, 
however. If Nixon is a "confessed crim
inal," how to explain his lingering on 
before a House and Senate show trial 
in which he would be pilloried by 
the "honorable gentlemen and gentle
women" in order to prove that democ
racy works? 

Nixon, of course, like Agnew before 
him, has something to say on this. He 
is reported "by reliable sources" to be 
bargaining for clemency. The presi
dent may not want to go to the cushy 
"white collar" prisons at Lompoc or 
Allentown. Maybe his bridge or ten
nis is off. 

Business as usual 
The question of transferring power 

Relief for Washington? 
James Reston, the influential Wash

ington-based vice-president of the New 
York Times, noted that members of 
Congress were "shocked but relieved 
by the evidence." Said Reston, they are 
"almost giddy that the shadow of 
Watergate is finally passing." 

Even further off base was George 
Meany, president of the AFL-CIO. 
Meany declared that there "would be 
a tremendous change in the political 
situation. if President Nixon w~e to 
resign now and President Ford were 
to succeed him. In that event the whole 

NGER: Foreign 
same with or without Nixon. 

is not a small one to the rulers of onus of the Watergate affair would be 
this country. They are engaged in an removed from the Republicans." 
increasingly sharp inflationary attack This is wishful thinking. 
on the wages and standard of living In the first place, the central lessons 
of American workers. of Watergate go far deeper than ex-

They are following through a re- posing Richard Nixon. The June 23 
cessionary policy that is certain to' tape, for example, in addition to every
swell the ranks of the unemployed. thing else, records the attempt by the 
And there are more and more strike head of the FBI to head off an in
battles on the agenda as workers vestigation of the Watergate burglary 
gather the forces to fight back. and his effort to bring the CIA in on 

In fact, momentum had been build- the scheme. 
ing up in business circles to get rid The cesspool of capitalist politics 
of Nixon because of fear that the that has been revealed cannot sud
executive had been too weakened to denly be stopped up by getting rid of 
make these antilabor policies stick. Nixon. This is not to mention further 
That is why· the stock market rose tapes that may come to light. 
on rumors of Nixon's resignation. But in the second place there is 

A drawn-out impeachment could another important backlash in store 
make matters worse. Impeachment ad- for the American ruling class and its 
vacates took heart from the thought flunkies like George Meany. When 
that the new evidence might hasten Nixon is deposed, and as the condi
the House and Senate process. There tions of life continue to worsen for 
appeared to be agreement among Con- working people, millions will see that 
gressionalleaders to move fast. it is necessary to do more than change 

"The absence of a determined op- occupants of the White House. 
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Minn. cops cover up harassment of SWP; 
support grows for 'disclosure' exemption 
By LEE GEARHART 
ST. PAUL, Minn. -Major Minnesota 
police officials evaded some questions 
and pleaded ignorance on others dur
ing a full-scale cover-up of their sur
veillance of the Socialist Workers Par
ty at a public hearing of the Minne
sota State Ethics Commission Aug. 1. 

The commissioners heard one po
lice official after another sidestep ques
tions about police cooperation with 
the FBI. 

Other cops testified they had "no 
knowledge" of instances of harassment 
and surveillance of SWP members and 
supporters. 

The police statements are contra
dicted by sworn affidavits document
ing illegal police activities that have 
been submitted to the Ethics Commis
sion by the Minnesota Socialist Work-
ers campaign committee. · 

The commission is being asked to 
exempt the Socialist Workers cam
paign committee from a new state cam
paign finances disclosure law on the 
grounds that making the names of 
contributors public would subject them 
to police harassment. 

A provision of the law provides for 
exemption if it can be proven that 
release of the names of contributors 
would lead to reprisals against the 
contributors. 

"The testimony of the local police 
officials has no credibility whatsoever 
for anyone who has seen the evidence 
presented here," said John Ratliff, a 
member of the legal staff of the Po
litical Rights Defense Fund (PRDF), 
which is aiding in the Minnesota civil 
liberties case. 

Ratliff said PRDF has "established 
beyond a doubt that there is a pat
tern of cooperation between the FBI 
and other federal agencies and the 
major city police forces in this coun
try." 

Appearing before the Ethics Com
mission here were representatives of 
the Hennepin and Ramsey County 
sheriffs' departments, the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul police departments, the 
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the 
Highway Patrol, the 525th Military 
Intelligence Group, and the University 
of Minnesota police department. 

St. Paul police chief Richard Rowan 
was asked by Douglas Hall of the 
Legal Rights Center, who is repre
senting the Socialist Workers cam
paign committee at the hearings, if 
the St. Paul police conducted sur
veillance of the SWP. Rowan an
swered, "Not to my knowledge." The 

Ethics Commission members read Huston spy plan documents in The Militant 

evasive response was repeated by 
other police officials throughout the 
evening. 

Rowan conceded that the FBI might 
go directly to the Law Enforcement 
Aid (LEA) unit, the intelligence agency 
within the St. Paul police department, 
for political information ... Rowan ad
mitted that he was not routinely ad
vised by the LEA of requests from 
the FBI. 

Asked whether the FBI had made 
visits to the LEA to inquire about 
the SWP, Rowan again answered, "Not 
to my knowledge." He refused to state 
-as a fact- that such cooperation 
between the St. Paul police and the 
FBI did not take place. 

He admitted that the police photo
graphed antiwar demonstrations, but 
claimed that the photographs were 
disposed of if no violence or crimes 
resulted from the protests. 

Rowan also said that photos were 
taken of demonstrations in support 
of the Wounded Knee defendants who 
are on trial at the federal court build
ing in St. Paul. 

Mfnneapolis Chief of Police Jack 
McCarthy refused to appear, sending 
a subordinate, Captain Rollo Mudge, 
who has headed the intelligence unit 
of the Minneapolis police for only 
eight months. Mudge, accompanied by 
Assistant City Attorney Reis Mitchel, 
proved as evasive as the cops who 
preceded him. 

Asked if an investigation had been 
conducted of SWP contributors, Mudge 
said not to his knowledge. He said 
he had been unable to find any files 
on the SWP. 

The Socialist Workers campaign 
committee has charged that in 1970, 

an anti-Vietnam war fundraising par
ty was raided and that Minneapolis 
police seized SWP literature and pro
ceeded to call the FBI to ask if the 
individuals at the party should be 
held for questioning. The FBI said 
no, according to an FBI memo of the 
phone conversation. The memo was 
entered as evidence at a subsequent 
trial. 

Captain Mudge said that the police 
files regarding the raid had been or
dered destroyed by a district court. 
He said he had begun questioning 
police the day before the hearing and 
had been unable to find anyone who 
knew of the police call to the FBI 
after the raid. 

Mudge said he had no knowledge 
of an incident in which a member 
of the SWP was harassed while selling 
The Militant. although an affidavit 
describing the incident has been lodged 
with the commission by the Socialist 
Workers campaign committee. 

Reis Mitchel was trapped in a lie. 
The SWP has ch.arged that police cars 
are parked outside its headquarters 
during public events. 

Mitchel said that all the police of
ficials he had questioned in the three 
days prior to the hearings did not 
know the address of the SWP head
quarters. But under questioning by 
Doug Hall, Mitchel admitted that 
among the police officials he ques
tioned was police lieutenant Charles 
Stenvig, former mayor ofMinneapolis. 
Hall told Mitchel that Stenvig had 
in fact visited the SWP headquarters 
with right-wing radio commentator 
Paul Helm. (The details are listed in 
an affidavit with the commission.) 

FBI reluctant to testify 
Confronted with the facts, Mitchel 

retreated, saying that he had not asked 
Stenvig where the SWP headquarters 
were located, and that only some of 
the police he questioned were unaware 
of the SWP' s location in Minneapolis. 
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ST. PAUL, Minn.- The FBI, hint
ing that it will balk at a subpoena, 
has announced that it must con
sult U.S. Attorney General William 
Saxbe before testifying about sur
veillance and harassment of the 
Minnesota Socialist Workers Party. 

The Minnesota branch of the FBI 
was given a subpoena by an Ethics 
Commission official July 31 while 
demonstrators picketed outside the 
FBI's Minneapolis offices. The pro
testers were demanding that the FBI 
testify. 

The next night, Assistant U.S. At
torney Stephen Palmer told com
missioners that feder allaw required 
FBI agent Philip Enlow to get per
mission from the U.S. Attorney 
General before testifying. 

However, a spokesman for the 
FBI in Washington, D.C., told the 
St. Paul Dispatch Aug. 2 that he 
knew of no law requiring FBI 
agents to secure permission from 
the attorney general's office before 
testifying at hearings of a govern-

ment agency. 
According to the Dispatch, "Pal

mer said Enlow's refusal to testify 
was not an attempt to undermine 
the commission, but was consistent 
with the attorney general's policy 
of 'guarding against state courts 
and agencies subpoenaing anything 
they want.'" 

Jane Van Deusen, Socialist Work
ers candidate for governor of Min
nesota, said, 'We don't want 'just 
anything,' but the sordid details of 
the FBI's criminal attacks on our 
party. If the FBI refuses to testify 
it will only be a confirmation of our 
charges against them and another 
reason for the commission to grant 
our request for an exemption." 

The FBI has already admitted, 
under the pressure of lawsuits, that 
it has conducted extensive surveil
lance of the SWP and has had a 
disruption program in effect de
signed to block the SWP's growth. 
But much of the detail of the FBI's 
illegal activity remains top secret. 

Also testifying was Wallace Hoag
lund, chief deputy· of the Hennepin 
County sheriff's office, which covers 
Minneapolis. Hoaglund said he .had 
been chief deputy since July 26, 1974 
-six days. 

"You haven't even got your chair 
warmed up," attorney Hall cracked 
to general laughter from the spec
tators. This underlined that Hoag
lund, as well as others, could tell the 
commission they were unaware of 
specific instances of surveillance and 
harassment of the SWP because they 
were not in a position to know whether 
it occurred. 

Hoaglund, adopting the favorite po
lice response, said that "to my knowl
edge" no photos were taken by Hen
nepin County sheriffs at antiwar 
demonstrations. 

Howard Cecil, a special agent with 
the 525th Military Intelligence Group, 
located at Fort Snelling, south of Min
neapolis, testified that he was "unfamil
iar" with intelligence activities con-

ducted by the military at the Uni
versity of Minnesota in 1970-71. 

Cecil said he had not been with 
the Fort Snelling intelligence group 
at that time, but had been overseas, 
and that he had been at Fort Snell
ing only since Jan. 5, 197 4. He said 
he was therefore unable to answer 
questions about the military spying, 
which included surveillance of mem
bers of the SWP and Young Socialist 
Alliance during the antiwar demon
strations of that period. 

The military spying is documented 
in a report made by a study group 
commissioned by the administration 
of the University of Minnesota and is
sued in 1971. 

Cecil claimed that there were no files 
on the Y SA and SWP at Fort Snelling. 
He said such records had been or
dered destroyed several years ago af
ter a U.S. Senate committee investi
gated military intelligence activities. 

However, Cecil admitted under ques
tioning by the commissioners that the 
local files were forwarded to a central 
military intelligence file. 

A check of the police testimony in
dicates that despite some fancy foot
work, most of the cops did not deny 
surveillance and harassment of the 
SWP. Still scheduled to testify in the 
next hearings, set for Aug. 8, are the 
Minneapolis postmaster and the FBI. 

Ed Jurenas, socialist congressional candi
date, tells Ethics Commission of cop sur
veillance. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF) has stepped up its support 
of the exemption case. Syd Staple
ton, the national secretary of the 
PRDF, said the defense fund is "do
ing whatever n can to assist in this 
struggle to defend freedom of as
sociation." 

Stapleton and John Ratliff, a 
member of the legal staff for PRDF, 
have been in Minnesota for 10 days 
aiding the supporters of the exemp-
tion fight. • 

New support statements came 
from the following persons: 

Conrad Lynn, attorney; Reverend 
Philip Berrigan; Emile De Antonio, 
movie producer; Ken Meade, as
semblyman, California legislature; 
Peter Young, attorney, National 
Lawyers Guild; and Sylvia Shapiro, 
former coordinator, San Diego 
McGovern campaign. 

Also, abortion rights leader Bar
bara Roberts; Ramona Ripston, 
executive director of the Southern 
California American Civil Liberties 
Union; and Bernardine Bryant, edu

·cation director of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers union in Minne
sota and state convener of the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women. 

Also, Herbert X Blyden, Attica 
Brothers Defense Committee; Lewis 
Antal, president, United Mine Work
ers District 5; Louis Menashe, pro-

Continued on page 30 



Minnesotans: 'Open the secret police files' 
By NICK RONSON 
MINNEAPOLIS-A broad spectrum 
of prominent Twin Cities movement 
activists has demanded that Mayor 
Albert Hofstede and the Minneapolis 
city council open up the city's police 
files for an independent investigation 
into charges of police surveillance and 
harassment of political groups. 

The call was made at a news con
ference Aug. 5, covered by Minneapo
lis's three major television stations. 

"The Minneapolis [police] department 
is still stonewalling the people of this 
city," a letter by the local activists 
to the mayor stated. 

The group charges that the Min
neapolis police failed to give clear 
and complete answers to questions 
about political surveillance at a hear
ing of the Minnesota State Ethics Com
mission Aug. 1. 

The letter stated that there was a 
"mass of evidence" that local police 
departments cooperate with the FBI 
in its program of surveillance and dis
ruption of political groups. 

Signing the Aug. 5letter to the may
or and city council were: 

Mulford Sibley, professor of politi
cal science at the University of Min
nesota; James McDermott, human re
lations and college director for the 
Minnesota Federation of Teachers; 
and Jane VanDeusen, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate for governor of 
Minnesota. 

Also, Mahmoud El-Kati, Black ac
tivist; the New American Movement, 
Minneapolis chapter; Betsy Farley, 
chairwoman, Young Socialist AI-

Jane Van Deusen, SWP gubernatorial candidate, (left) and Paula Giese, former pro
fessor at U. of Minnesota,· call for independent investigation of police surveillance. 

liance, Minneapolis chapter; and El
vis Swann, international representa
tive of the Retail, Wholesale and De
partment Store Union. 

Also, Marvin Johnson, Minneapolis 
coordinator, U.S. Committee for Jus
tice to Latin American Political Pris
c;mers; Richard Bennett, publications 
director, Minnesota Federation of 
Teachers; Avis Foley, Minnesota 
Women's Task Force Director, Min
nesota Women's Political Caucus; Ev 
Kolombokidis, Greek-American Soli-

darity; Paula Giese; and Robert Half
hill, Minnesota gay activist. 

The ad hoc group said that despite 
police denials, the American Indian 
Movement, the Black community, and 
those active in the antiwar movement 
"have experienced police harassment 
and spying." 

In her statement to the news con
ference, Jane Van ·Deusen called for 
the formation of a committee of the 
victims of police spying in Minneapo
lis to investigate the city's police de-

partment 
"There is a massive cover-up in 

progress," Van Deusen told reporters. 
She termed the testimony by police of
ficials before the Ethics Commission 
Aug. 1 "an insult to the intelligence 
of the people of this state." The cops 
evaded questions regarding surveil
lance of the Socialist Workers Party. 

Van Deusen said that the Socialist 
Workers campaign committee would 
present evidence to the commission 
Aug. 8 to jog "the failing memories" 
of police authorities who contend there 
is no surveillance of the SWP. 

One of the items to be presented is 
a photograph of a Minneapolis police 
car stationed outside the public hall 
of the SWP in February while a politi
cal meeting in support of the Wounded 
Knee defendants was taking place 
inside. 

Van Deusen also blasted the FBI 
for its reluctance to submit to ques
tioning by the Ethics Commission. 

She said that FBI agent Enlow's 
reluctance "flows from the criminal ac
tivities, including mail tampering, 
wiretapping, and burglary, carried 
out by his agency against the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the Socialist Work
ers Party, and others." 

Paula Giese, a former professor at 
the University of Minnesota who was 
fired for her political beliefs, told the 
news conference that she was con
vinced that "there was a great deal of 
spying on the University of Minne
sota campus" and that there was the 
use of agents provocateurs. 

Atlanta SWP demands end to cop spying_ 
ByJOELABER 
ATLANTA- Vince Eagan, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for governor 
of Georgia, demanded at a July 24 
news conference that the Atlanta police 
stop spying on the SWP and that they 
turn over their secret files on the so
cialists. 

In the packed city hall pressroom, 
Eagan presented extensive documenta
tion of illegal police surveillance and 
harassment, including infiltration of 
public meetings by plainclothes .cops, 
staking out of his campaign head- _ 
quarters by a Decoy Squad unit, and 
public charges by Police Chief John 
Inman's attorney that the SWP is part 
of a "conspiracy" to destroy the police 
department 

Eagan had received no response to 
a letter to Chief Inman demanding the 
files. "If he does not comply we will 
take further action," Eagan said, "in
cluding legal action if necessary." 

SWP candidate for lieutenant gover
nor, Anne Teesdale, read a statement 
of support for the demand that the 
police release their secret files, and 
for the right of the Socialist Workers 
Party, its candidates and supporters, 
and the Young Socialist Alliance to 
function. free of police surveillance and 
intimidation. 

The statement was signed by J. 
Lowell Ware, editor of the Atlanta 
Voice; Reverend Hosea Williams of 
Metro Atlanta Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference; Willie Bolden, 
an international organizer of the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees; Gene 
Guerrero, executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Georgia; Susan Barrett, coordinator, 
Georgians. for the Equal Rights 
Amendment; Doctor Mack Jones, 
chairman of the political science de
partment at Atlanta University; and 
others. 

Police spying became a major issue 
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in Atlanta after an undercover spy 
was discovered working for the Voice, 
the largest-circulation Black news
paper in Georgia. 

The Voice spy case had precipitated 
a city council attempt to impeach In
man. But Inman refused to answer 
a council subpoena on the Voice sur
veillance and obtained a court order 
blocking the impeachment trial. 

The day before the Socialist 
Workers Party news conference, the 
Georgia Supreme Court ruled that the 
city council must proceed with its im
peachment trial. 

Eagan testified July 25 before the 
city council's Public Safety Committee 
to demand that the council restrain 
the police from conducting political 
surveillance against the SWP and all 
other political groups and individuals. 
The occasion was a police request for 
$137,000 in Law Enforcement Assis-

. tance Administration (LEAA) funds 
for the police Intelligence Division. 
The council had previously tabled the 
request after the Voice's spy incident. 

The Atlanta Constitution had run 
editorials urging the council to be 
"reasonable" and approve the funds. 
Mayor Maynard Jackson's chi~f aide, 
Jule Sugarman, said the mayor had 
been "surprised" by the council's 
tabling action. Sugarman labeled the 
police request "routine." During the 
public safety meeting, liberal Demo
cratic councilman Charles Helms 
asked Captain Frank Echols, head 
of the Intelligence Division, whether 
"the police are involved in political 
espionage." "No," came the reply from 
Echols. 

"Before we vote approval of these 
funds," committee chairman Carl Ware 
then said, "let's hear from the Socialist 
Workers Party." 

"Captain Echols is not telling the 
truth," Eagan responded. "We have 
adequate documentation, including 
Echols's own admission that the Civil 

Joel Aber; Vince Eagan, SWP gubernatorial candidate; Anne Teesdale, SWP candidate 
for lieutenant governor, at city hall news conference. 

Disturbance section of his Intelligence 
Division keeps 'tabs' on 'radicals' and 
'subversives.'" This admission ap
peared in the July 15 Atlanta Con
stitution. 

Eagan demanded that the council 
committee not only open the secret 
police files on the socialists but also 
take the following actions: 

• "Deny the police any funds for 
'intelligence,' including the request for 
the $137,000 in LEAA money. 

• "Do all in your power, including 
the drafting of an ordinance, to pro
hibit the police from· spying on us or 
any other political organizations or 
individuals, and to prohibit the main
tenance of rues, secret or otherwise, 
on the politics and personal lives of 
citizens. 

• "Issue a statement supporting the 
democratic right of the Socialist Work
ers Party to function free of police 
surveillance and intimidation. 

• "Abolish the Intelligence Division 
and the Civil Disturbances unit 

"As long as these actions are not 
taken, the right of dissent cannot be 

guaranteed. An attack on the demo
cratic rights of a legal political body 
in Georgia is an attack on the demo-· 
cratic rights of all citizens to support 
and vote for the party of their choice, 
free from police intimidation," Eagan 
continued. 

"If you support the democratic right 
of dissent, if you carry out your duty 
as elected officials in Atlanta to up
hold the freedom of association guar
anteed by the U. S. Constitution, then 
you must take action to preserve our 
civil liberties," Eagan concluded. 

Councilman James Bond, brother 
of Black Democratic state legislator 
Julian Bond, told Eagan, "If the police 
engage in political spying, they are 
violating the provisions of this grant, 
which is just for intelligence against 
organized crime." 

Councilman Helms disagreed, say
ing the grant did not specifically ex
clude political surveillance. 

While professing concern for politi
cal rights, the council committee never
theless voted to approve the grant. 
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Watergate & American P.olitics-IV 

How revolutionary socialists have 
Fourth of a series 

By LARRY SEIGLE 
The profound mass revulsion against the whole
sale government corruption and sweeping viola
tions of democratic rights revealed by Watergate 
has added an important new element to the pro
cess of radicalization that has been going on over 
the past decade. This new situation has opened up 
exciting opportunities for revolutionary socialists 
in the United States. 

In three previous articles we discussed the analy
sis developed by the Trotskyist movement- the 
Socialist Workers Party and the Young Socialist 
Alliance- of the Watergate events. In this article 
we will look at the action the YSA. a.nd the SWP 
have taken in response to Watergate. 

Earlier, we saw that in order to understand the 
roots of Watergate we have to "de-Nixonize" it. 
It is necessary to view the scandal not just in 
terms of Nixon's crimes, but in the context of the 
worldwide economic and military problems the 
U. S. ruling class faces, and its political problem 
of trying to restore badly shaken confidence in 
the institutions of capitalist rule. 

It is equally necessary to "de-Nixonize" Water
gate in order to see clearly where the objective 
interests of the masses of American people lie in 
the debate over what should be done to put a halt 
to the Watergate crimes. Despite all the inflated 
rhetoric of the impeachment hearings, the real 
issues Watergate poses for the working class do 
not revolve around whether or not Richard Nixon 
is removed from office by vote of his "honorable" 
colleagues in Congress or by their pressure for 
him to resign. 

The real issues 
One of the important questions raised by Water

gate is the need to protect the democratic rights 
of the American people against the continual at
tempts of the capitalist government to restrict or 
to abrogate those rights. 

Intimately connected with this question is the 
broader one of what class should rule in this 
country. 

The capitalist politicians, now falling all over 
themselves in the rush to dissociate themselves 
from their discredited president, are trying to con
vince the American people that the crimes laid 
bare by the Watergate disclosures are deviations 
from "normal" and "constitutional" government 
functioning. 

And the bourgeois moralists are claiming that 
impeaching Nixon will serve as a warning that 
his successors won't be able to ignore. "There is 
little danger," writes New York Times columnist 
James Reston, "that we will have another White 
House gang like this one and it is probably no 
gr~at danger to the Republic to establish the pre
cedent of getting rid of them if we do." 

These arguments are designed to coverup the 
fact that the corruption, the lies, the secrecy, and 
the violations of democratic rights ·revealed by 
Watergate are essential to the rule of declining 
American capitalism. The next White House gang 
-whether it is the Ford gang, or the Kennedy 
gang, or some other gang-will have no choice 
but to use exactly the same methods in the service 
of the capitalist class. , 

The question Watergate raises for the working 
people of the United States is nothing less than 
how to go about building a movement that can 
remove that class from power. 

Mi I Blackstock 

SWP candidate Sherry Smith confronts Houston mayor 
on issue of police spying. 
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Atlanta socialists have been active in campaign to end police terror in Black community 

Flowing from this perspective, the strategy of 
the SWP and the YSA has been to carry out a 
dual campaign to take advantage of the oppor
tunities presented by Watergate. 

One side of this campaign is aimed at mobilizing 
support for the protection and extension of the 
democratic rights of the American people-the 
right to privacy, and the right to organize, speak 
out, and oppose the ruling class's policies without 
interference by the government. 

The second side of the socialists' response is an 
aggressive and broad campaign of education and 
action, aimed &t popularizing socialist ideas and 
promoting political action by working people, and 
by Blacks and other oppressed nationalities, in
dependently of the needs and plans of any wing 
of the capitalist parties or their various politicians. 
The central vehicles for this effort are the SWP elec
tion campaigns now underway in states across the 
country. 

Let's look briefly at both of these campaigns, 

Fight for democratic rights 
Watergate has dealt a heavy blow to the rulers' 

self-serving and hypocritical "law and order" rhet
oric. The capitalist class has been set back in its 
never-ending drive to chip away at the democratic. 
rights the American people have won through two 
centuries of determined struggle. 

Millions of Americans have learned of the wide
spread violations of the Bill of 'Rights carried out 
by the FBI, the CIA, and the White House "plum
bers." Government frame-ups have been repeatedly 
exposed, from the Pentagon papers case in Los 
Angeles to the trial of antiwar Vietnam veterans 
in Gainesville, Fla. 

The "revolt of the juries" has led to rebuffs to 
government prosecutors in political trials from 
coast to coast. Anticommunism and national se
curity are seen by millions as phony arguments 
used to justify government repression of dissenters. 

This new situation has made it possible for revo
lutionists to take the offensive in the fight for demo
cratic liberties and to win victories at the expense 
of witch-hunting laws and secret-police practices. 

One aspect of the socialists' fight for democratic 
rights is getting the truth out about who the real 
targets are of the rulers' repressive arsenal. The 
capitalist newspapers have devoted page after page 
to printing in voluminous detail the facts on 
Nixon's conspiracy to cover up the Watergate 
break-in. But they have virtually ignored the use 
of th·ese same methods- and worse- against the 
unions, civil rights and Black nationalist groups, 
the antiwar movement, and socialist organizations. 

Exposing COINTELPRO 
One example of the success of the SWP and YSA 

in breaking through this cover-up has been the 
response to The Militanf s coverage of the FBI's 
COINTELPRO ("Counterintelligence programs") 
directed at the Black community. The factual in
formation on this secret plot and the analysis of 
its significance published in. The Militant have been 
widely reproduced by other newspapers in the 

Black community, and used by Black leaders in 
the fight to halt government attacks. 

And many Blacks have become convinced of the 
timeliness of the SWP' s call for a new investigation 
into the deaths of Black leaders- including 
Malcolm X, Fred Hampton, and Martin Luther 
King-to be carried out not by some government 
agency, but by an independent commission of 
inquiry responsible to the Black community. 

In cities such as Atlanta, Houston, and Min
neapolis, the SWP and the YSA have helped ini
tiate coalitions to force to light the truth about 
local police complicity in illegal surveillance and 
political harassment. 

Another example of the fight for democratic 
rights being waged by the socialist movement is 
the utilization of a comprehensive lawsuit filed by 
the SWP and the YSA. This suit, which names 
Nixon and other government officials as defen
dants, demands a halt to government spying, "dis
ruption" programs, and other measures aiined at 
intimidating socialists and those interested in learn~ 
ing more about socialism. 

Political Rights Defense Fund 
The Political Rights Defense Fund (PRDF), ini

tiated to mobilize support for the civil liberties 
issues raised by this suit, has succeeded in winning 
endorsements from a number of union locals and 
leaders of the labor movement, from other viCtims 
of government W atergating in the socialist, Black, 
and Chicano movements, from prominent intel
lectuals and academic figures, and from a number 
of political groups and politicians. 

The PRDF has retained as chief attorney in the 
case Leonard Boudin, prominent constitutional at
torney who was himself the target of a vicious 
White House smear attempt because of his role 
in defending White House enemies, among them 
Daniel Ellsb erg. 

Using this suit, which is still pending in the 
courts, as a starting point, the SWP and YSA 
have been able to unearth additional top-secret 
documents proving the government's systematic 
attempts to disrupt the socialist groups. They have 
helped to focus attention on the crimes committed 
against radicals-crimes that the sandimonious 
capitalist politicians, despite their professed con
cern for constitutional liberties, would prefer to 
ignore, since they fully intend to continue to carry 
them out. 

The campaign around this suit has provided 
an example of how to take advantage of every 
opening to fight against attacks on democratic 
rights and how to build a united defense of those 
rights. And it has driven home the lesson of not 
depending on the capitalist politicians, but on in
dependent action, to protect the rights of the Amer
ican people. 

Through this initiative, the SWP and YSA have 
won growing authority and respect as front-line 
fighters for democratic rights. Supporters of this 
effort, from activists in the Black community to 
the heads of major trade unions, understand that 
this battle involves their own liberties as well as 



responded ·to wgate opportunities 
those of the socialist movement, and they respect 
and admire the way the fight is being conducted. 

Capitalist 'democracy' 
The socialist strategy in defense of democratic 

rights is based on an understanding of the fact 
that "American democracy," with its popular elec
tions, bourgeois constitution, and formal guaran
tees of civil liberties, is in its essence a form of 
class dictatorship of capital. The interests of the 
masses of people lie not in preserving this class 
dictatorship, but in replacing it with a government 
of the majority, the working class, that could re
organize society on a socialist basis. 

Bourgeois democratic revolutions, such as the 
first American revolution, which led to indepen
dence of the colonies and the adoption of the U. S. 
Constitution, held out the promise of democratic 
rights for everyone. But in reality, democratic 
capitalist regimes continually violate these rights. 
So long as the state serves the interests of the tiny 
minority of exploiters, it cannot function in any 
other way than by fundamentally undemocratic 

. means. 
The Watergate revelations show not that Nixon 

abandoned the essential forms of capitalist demo
cracy, but show the true face and direction of 
evolution of capitalist democracy itself. 

Democratic capitalism in the U. S. ,cannot sur
vive without lying about its true motives and 
methods of rule. It must protect the "right" of a 
handful of rulers to decide the fateful questions 
of war and peace in secret, denying the millions 
whose lives may be sacrificed any say in those 
decisions, just as it must protect business secrets 
and the "right" of bosses to exploit workers. Hiding 
the true profit figures and financial manipulations 
of the capitalists is as crucial to the system as is 
hiding its real foreign policy aims behind the cloak 
of secret diplomacy. 

Democratic capitalism can allow no democratic 
discussion or vote on the use of its repressive 
apparatus- from killer-cops in the ghettos to spy
ing secret-police agents- against those who ac
tively oppose its policies. 

And it has no alternative but to keep even its 
own vast military and administrative bureaucracy 
under surveillance. It is driven by the fear that 
one of its own bureaucrats who believes that even 
other. branches of the capitalist government have 
the right to know the truth about what is being 
done, will blow the lid off some new secret opera
tion. And when someone turns against it, as Daniel 
Ellsberg did, the government will have no choice 
but to vilify and persecute the offender. 

In every sphere, the rulers must protect their 
prerogative of deciding all major questions of 
policy behind the backs of those they exploit, op
press, and prepare to use as cannon fodder. 

Upholding 'executive privilege' 
Even the recent Supreme Court decision ordering 

Nixon to turn over the White House tapes, far 
from protecting the right of the American people 
to know the truth, actually ratified the denial of 
that right. The Court endorsed for the first time 
the idea of "executive privilege." As former Nixon 
speechwriter William Safire wrote in the New York 
Times about the Supreme Court opinion, "Future 
Presidents, with the ghost of Mr. Nixon nodding 
approvingly over their shoulders, will take the 
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Attorney leonard Boudin (center) and SWP 1972 presi
dential and vice-presidential candidates Linda Jenness 
and Andrew Pulley announce suit against government 
W atergating. 
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Bombed-out headquarters of Black Panther Party in Des Moines. The Militant has been in the lead of those ex
posing FBI's COINTELPRO 'disruption' plot. 

Court's decision to mean that a 'need to protect 
military, diplomatic or sensitive national security 
secrets' gives the Chief Executive the privilege of 
withholding anything- anything- from even the 
in camera inspection of a Federal judge." 

By projecting the answer to Watergate as the need 
to preserve the constitutional system of checks 
and balances among their institutions of rule- the 
Congress, the courts, and the executive branch
upholders of the capitalist order are trying to 
restore shattered confidence. 

Revolutionists counterpose to this view the need 
to fight for democratic rights against all attacks 
-from whichever branch of government they 
·originate- and the need to replace capitalist 

, "democracy" and its exploitation, war, and racism, 
with a truly democratic, socialist society. 

Campaigning for socialism 
Watergate has highlighted the need for working 

people to break from the policy of supporting the 
capitalist parties and politicians. It has brought 
into focus the incapacity of the capitalist system to 
represent the interests of the majority of people. 
And the debate around the removal of the presi
dent has wllly-nilly raised the question of what 
class alternative exists to the continued misrule of 
capital. 

To take advantage of this situation, the SWP 
and YSA have stepped up their socialist educa
tional campaign, including expanding the distribu
tion of socialist literature, such as The Militant, 
and the use of socialist election campaigns through
out the country. 

In their scope and impact, these SWP election 
campaigns far surpass any similar socialist elec
toral activity in this country in decades. They pro
vide a model of revolutionists making use of every 
opportunity to bring the program and ideas of 
socialism to masses of people. 

These socialist election campaigns symbolize the 
need for a mass workers party that will fight to 
boot out of power the Republican-Democratic part
nership and the ruling class these parties serve. 
The candidates of the SWP offer an alternative to 
the policy of continued reliance on these parties, 
and they provide a concrete example of indepen
dent working-class political action. 

The revelations of the degree of control by the 
giant corporations of the Democrats and Repub
licans help demonstrate the self-defeating character 
of any policy that subordinates independent strug
gles to support for capitalist politicians. 

Watergate has increased the number of people 
open to understanding that it is utopian to rely 
on the capitalist government and the capitalist 
parties to protect the interests of the majority of 
Americans. In this new political atmosphere, revo
lutionary socialists can get a hearing for their 
views on a broad range of issues from a signifi
cant, and growing, sector of the population. 

The SWP candidates have presented the socialist 
perspective to literally millions of people, taking 

. advantage of radio, TV, and newspaper interviews; 

speeches to union meetings, Black groups, and 
other organizations; and appearances at street 
rallies, at strike picket lines, at demonstrations, 
and everywhere else political struggles are under
way. 

The socialist election _campaigns have been a 
central weapon in a broad effor.t to disseminate 
as widely as possible basic socialist ideas about 
what Watergate reveals: the reality of bourgeois 
"democracy" and class oppression. The goal of 
this educational campaign has been to reach out 
to leftward-moving forces who· have been deeoly · 
affected by Watergate, inflation, and other prob
lems, and present to them the ideas of Marxism in 
a concrete and popular way. 

These campaigns complement the other areas · 
of activity in which, revolutionists are. involved, 
including strikes and strike-support actions, com
munity mobilizations against police terror in the 
Black community, the fight against racism in edu
cation, like the one now going on in New York's 
school District 1, and other struggles. The candi
dates of the SWP are active in these struggles, 
and their campaigns generalize the approach of 
relying on the independent power of the oppressed, 
rather than on the politicians of tlie capitalist 
parties. 

This kind of basic socialist education, or pro
paganda, is an essential task for revolutionists in 
the U.S. today, where the great majority of people 
are unfamiliar with what socialists stand for, but 
are becoming more and more open to radical pro
posals and ideas. 

The Trotskyist movement is the only radical 
tendency to approach the opportunities presented 
by Watergate in this manner. Other currents in 
the left have presented completely different analy
ses, and have adopted different strategies for deal-. 
ing with the situation. In a future article, we will 
look at how the!'e groups have responded to 
Watergate. 

Socialist view 
on Watergate 

WATERGATE AND THE MYTH OF AMERICAN DE
MOCRAC't by les Evans and Allen Myers. 208 pp. 
$9, paper, $2.45. 

WATERGATE: THE VIEW FROM THE LER. Anthology 
with an introduction by Linda Jenness and Andrew 
Pulley. 96 pp. $5, paper, $1.25. 

THE WATERGATE CONSPIRACY: WHAT IT REVEALS 
ABOUT AMERICAN CAPITALIST SOCIETY by Allen 
Myers, Peter Seidman, and Barry Sheppard. 25 cents. 

Order from: Pathfinder Press, 41 0 West St., New 
York, N.Y. 10014. Telephone: i212) 741-0690. 
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Greeks angry at U.S. backing for junta 
By DAVID RUSSELL Central Intelligence Agency has re- surge that c?uld escape its control. n_,mes. . · 
Two weeks after the fall of the Greek portedly been instructed by top of- Caramanhs has announced the res- Caution has been the keynote of 
military· dictatorship it is clear that ficials of the Nixon Administration toration of the 1952 constitution and the. Caramanlis leadership since. the 
the hatred of the Greek people for not to interfere in the internal affairs has promised parliamentary elections. military handed over power to Civil-
the torturers of the junta is matched of Greece .... " However, he has refused to rescind ians last week," wrote Times reporter 
b th · bitterness against its back- Binder quoted an unidentified "spe- the declaration of martial law an- Steven Roberts. "The new Government 
e:S ine~ashington, who ensured its cialist on Greece" who told him the nounced when Greek troops were mo- has tried to avoid offending the mill-
survival for seven years. CIA "had close contact not only with· bilized during the crisis in Cyprus. tary, but, at the same time to satis~ 

"The United States, at this moment, George Papadopoulos, the Greek colo- His government continues to rule by a growing public demand for re~l-
is truly unpopular among Greeks of nel who led the 1967 coup, but also decree, and Caramanlis has yet to bution against the former die-
right, left and center," laments C. L. with his successor, Brig. Gen. Deme- set a date for the promised elections. tators .... 
Sulzberger in the Aug. 7 New York trios Ioannides." While political prisoners have been re- "It is an open question how long 

The Militant has received word 
that among 44 political prisoners 
released from the Gyaros Island 
concentration camp were two · 
Trotskyists, J. Felelcis and Solronis 
Papadopoulos. On July 26 an ad
ditional 80 political prisoners 
were released. However, seven 
political prisoners who were tried 
during the 1946-49 civil war lor 
'espionage' are still in prison. 
They were tried under law 375, 
which describes as espionage 
membership in or aid given to 
any communist organization. 

Times. "It will require considerable 
effort to correct this." 

The Nixon administration has re
sponded to this situation by leaking 
the information that it will assign a 
new ambassador, one less publicly 
identified with the junta, to Athens. 
In addition, David Binder reported in 
the Aug. 2 New York Times, "The 

Binder's informant also listed som~ leased, the Communist Party remains the Government can continue its policy 
of the CIA operatives in Greece and illegal. of caution. The mood of at least some 
their fronts, and described how the How far and how fast Caramanlis segments of public opinion was re-
CIA had worked to topple the left- will go in carrying out the promised fleeted tonight in a reporter's ques-
leaning government of George Papan- return to democracy depends on the tion to Mr. Lambdas [a government 
dreou in 1965. . amount of pressure generated by the official]: 'Why are the criminals not 

The claim that the CIA has been Greek workers. An indication of this in jail? Does the Government plan 
ordered to keep out of Greek poll- was given in the Aug. 2 New York to arrest them?' " 
tics is calculated to bolster the aura 
of independence around the regime 
of Premier Constantine Caramanlis, 
but the admission of past CIA involve
ment raises additional questions. If the 
CIA was so close to the Greek junta, 
did it advise it to move against Ma
karios in Cyprus- a man who was 
regarded by Nixon as "the Castro 
of the Mediterranean"? 

Did the CIA advise the recall of 
Caramanlis from exile, and is it ad
vising his government now? Certainly 
an affirmative answer to these ques
tions would be much more believable 
than the claim that the CIA has really 
stopped its intervention in the poli
tics of other countries, Greece included. 

As for the Caramanlis regime, it 
continues to walk a tightrope, balanc
ing between the demands of the 
masses and its fear of a popular up- U.S. arms and CIA aid helped maintain Greek junta in power 

Will Portugal free its African colonies? 
By BAXTER SMITH 
AUG. 6- UN Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim announced it to the world 
Aug.4. 

Thirty thousand cheering Blacks 
greeted it the same day in Lourenc;;o 
Marques, the Mozambique capital, by 
waving Frelimo flags and chanting 
pro-Frelimo slogans. 

Time magazine attributed it to "reb
el attacks [that] became increasingly 
strong and dispirited Portuguese 
troops [who] in some cases refused to 
fight any longer. n 

The news was simple, but long 
awaited: Portugal had said it was 
ready to recognize Guinea-Bissau as 
an independent nation and to support 
its entry into the United Nations, and 
Portugal said it was planning simi
lar steps for Angola and Mozambique. 

Waldheim made the announcement 
following two days of talks with Por
tuguese leader~ that also witnessed a 

general clampdown on press f:reedom 
in Portugal after newspaper reportage 
on a Lisbon demonstration demand
ing freedom for the colonies. 

The announcement came a week af
ter Portuguese President Ant6nio de 
Spinola's speech claiming: "We are 
ready from this moment to initiate 
the transfer of power to the peoples 
of the overseas territories· considered 
suitable for this development, namely 
Guinea, Angola, and Mozambique." 

Luis Cabral, a leader of the PAIGC 
(African Party for the Independence 
of Guinea and the Cape Verde Is
lands), hailed Spinola's speech, ac
cording to the July 31 Le Monde. 

No exact dates, however, have been 
given for the turnover of power. Por
tuguese officials say they must first 
work out a formal agreement with 
the PAIGC. One high Portuguese gov
ernment official told a New York 
Times reporter: 

'We cannot merely recognize Gui
nea's independence unilaterally and 
pull out our troops- there would be 
chaos." 

A report in the Aug. 12 Newsweek 
says that "Mozambique will be fully 
independent by next April. . . . The 
path to independence for Angola may 
be longer-two to four years. Wheth
er Portugal can hold on that long, 
however, remains open to question." 

Talks between leaders of the PAIGC 
and Portuguese officials in Lisbon 
Aug. 2-3 apparently concluded that 
independence for the Cape Verde Is
lands, which the PAIGC says it rep
resents, would not be granted at the 
time of Guinea-Bissau's. A demon
stration of Guineans and Cape Ver
dians in Lisbon outside Waldheim 's 
hotel Aug. 3 protested this possibility. 

In addition, neither Spinola nor 
Waldheim indicated that Portugal 
would free its other colonies, despite 

Boston, D.C. Pickets: 'Portugal out now!' 

.\0 

In many U.S. cities, a TAP airlines 
office is the only facility associated 
with the Portuguese government. In 
Boston and Washington, D. C., 
picket lines were held there recently 
to demand immediate independence 
for Portugal's African colonies and 
an end to U.S. complicity with Por
tuguese colonialism. 

The rush-hour protest in Boston 
Aug. 1 was sponsored by the 
PAIGC National Support Commit
tee (NSC), the Portuguese Commit
tee for Democratic Action, the So
cialist Workers Party, New Ameri
can Movement, Middle East Re
search and Information Project, 
Young Socialist Alliance, and other 
groups. 

Protestors also came from the 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War/ 
Winter Soldier Organization and 

from the Southern Africa Commit
tee. 

Buddy Andrade of the NSC told 
the crowd, "Don't trust Spinola. In
dependence has not been granted to 
Cape Verde." He told the students 
present: "Go back to your campuses 
in the fall and tell the truth about 
what is happening; build actions 
on the campuses. n 

Among those supporting the Aug. 
2 picket in Washington were the 
Black People's Union at George 
Washington University; Organiza
tion of Concerned West Indian Stu
dents; Commission for Racial Jus
tice; Herb Quinn, metro director of 
the National Union of Hospital and 
Health Care Employees District 
1199; University of Maryland 
Black Student Union; Young So
cialist Alliance; and Reverend 
David Eaton of All Souls Church. 

Waldheim 's comment that Portugal 
has now pledged "full cooperation" to 
the UN charter on decolonization. 

Other Portuguese colonies include 
the islands of Sao Tome, Principe, 
Madeira, and the Azores (in the At
iantic Ocean off the coast of Africa). 
Also there are Macao and Timor, in 
the Far East, and Cabinda, an en
clave north of Angola proper. 

Before leaving . Portugal, W ald
heim said that Lisbon "will take im
mediate steps to enter into negotiations 
with the Mozambique Liberation 
Front (Frelimo) with a view toward 
accelerating the process of indepen
dence for that territory. n 

However, the presence of several 
hundred thousand white settlers in 
Mozambique and Angola, coupled 
with Mozambique's strategic loca
tion ·and Angola's sheer wealth, has 
aroused speculation that Portugal is 
opting for coalition regimes there, in
volving whites, rather than allow the 
liberation forces to take full power. 

In the meantime, an informal cease
fire has taken hold in Mozambique, 
much like the one that began in Gui
nea-Bissau several weeks ago. Some 
fraternization between Frelimo mili
tants and Portuguese troops has been 
reported, along with defections from 
the Portuguese side. 

One dispatch in the July 30 Chris
tian Science Monitor told of a Frelimo 
group -that was feted by demonstrators 
anticipating independence. The rebels, 
the report recalls, were "chauffered in
. to the city by whites." 

An article -in the New York Times 
tells of a Frelimo officer who was 
dined by the administrator of the town 
of Vila Gouvei, during which he re
portedly demanded the disarming of 
the Black militia that guards the con
centration-camp-type villages, the al
deamentos. He also demanded that 
the aldeamentos be transformed into 
open villages and the inhabitants be 

Continued on poge 30 
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1,000 rallY. in ToU.Q 

Asian youth hit South Korean repression 
By CAROLINE LUND 
TOKYO- About 1,000 Japanese 
youth gathered at a rally here July 28 
and approved a call for international 
demonstrations and other forms of 
protest in September to demand free
dom for the political prisoners held by 
the Park Chung Hee dictatorship in 
South Korea. 

The rally was the climax of a four
day Asian Youth Copference. The con
ference was initiated by three Japanese 
groups-the Vietnam-Indochina Soli
darity Committee, the women's libera
.tion journal Women's Bulletin, and the 
Youth Congress for the Release of the 
Soh Brothers (the two Soh brothers 
are . political prisoners in South 
Korea). It was also supported by the 
Japan Revolutionary Communist 
League, Japanese section of the 
Fourth International. 

The aim of the Asian Youth Confer
ence is to develop solidarity and united 
action by Japanese youth and 
women's groups with Asian youth and 
women .in the countries oppressed by 
Japanese imperialism. 

Leaders of the sponsoring organiza
tions said they had been inspired to 
organize the conference especially as a 
result of the demonstrations that 
"greeted" Japanese Prime Minister 
Tanaka at each of the stops on his 
recent tour of Thailand, Indonesia, 
and Malaysia. 

The conference was attended by 
about 80 delegates. International rep
resentatives participating included 
delegates from organizations of 
Koreans living in Japan; delegates 
from the Hong Kong student move
ment and anti-inflation movement; 
and a representative of the Indian 
immigrant community in London. 
Also participating as observers were 
Pierre Rousset of the Indochina Soli
darity Front (FSI) in France, Dom
inique Palad of the French MLF 
(Women's Liberation Movement), and 
this reporter, who brought greetings 
as a participant in the U. S. antiwar 
movement. 

Other Japanese participants included 
participants in the Buraku Liberation 
League (the Buraku people are op
pressed in Japan much as Black peo-· 
pie in the United States, stemming 
from their position as the lowest caste 
in the old feudal social hierarchy); 
representatives from the antimilitarist 
movement of soldiers inside the Japan-
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Johnny Shum Kin Fun ,(center), of Hong Kong Workers Commission, speaking to dele
gates at Asian Youth Conference. 

ese army (the so-called Self Defense 
Forces); and the Japanese antiwar 
group Beheiren. Also there were ac
tivists from the Japanese Amnesty In
ternational; a women's liberation 
group called New Horizon; and sev
eral journalists who had traveled 
through Asia and described the miser-

. able conditions young Asian women 
face in the sweatshops of Japanese and 
U. S. corporations in Thailand, 
Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines. 

Especially inspiring was the partici
pation of leaders of the Sanrizllka 
Peasant League. The Sanrizuka peas
ants, numbering about 200, have been 
waging a struggle for eight years 
against the construction of a new in
ternational airport 'on their lands 
about 50 miles northeast of Tokyo. 

Because of the peasants' determina
tion, this struggle, which began simply . 
as a refusal to be evicted from their 
land, grew into a major, continuing 
confrontation between the peasants 
and the government. As the struggle 
continued, it became also a protest 
against the Vietnam war (since the 
U.S. planned to use the new airport 
for military purposes) and also 
against the massive pollution that 
would engulf the area from the new 
airport. · 

The Sanrizuka peasant struggle has 

become a rallying point for the radi
calized youth in Japan, and the old 
peasant who brought solidarity greet
ings to the Asian Youth Conference 
and to the rally on the 28th was re
ceived with special enthusiasm. 

What emerged from conference re
ports and discussion was the interre
lationship of the many different strug
gles that have arisen against both 
Japanese and American imperialism 
as Tokyo has taken over more of the 
counterrevolutionary functions pre
viously fulfilled by Washington. Work
ers' struggles, struggles by women, 
student struggles, struggles against 
imperialist domination, struggles 
against political repression, antipollu
tion struggles, and the antidiscrimina
tion fight of both the Buraku people 
and Korean people in Japan are all 
interlinked. 

One example of this interrelation
ship is the struggle that has arisen 
against tourist companies that ar
range for Japanese men to visit pro
stitutes (Kesan, in Korean) in South 
Korea. Many South · Korean women 
are driven to prostitution because of 
the abysmally low wages they receive 
in the mainly J apanese-owrted fac
tories. (One journalist at the con
ference reported that the average wage 
for women workers in South Korea 
is only 250 yen, or less than $1 a 

day, with working days of 12-16 
hours). 

The struggle against Kesan tourism, 
as it is referred to here, was initiated 
by students from the women's univer
sity in Seoul as part of the South 
Korean student upsurge last fall. 
Their struggle was then taken up by 
women's groups in Japan, who are 
also pointing out the relationship of 
this degradation of South Korean 
women to the discrimination faced by 
Koreans who live in Japan. 

The main issue seen by conference 
participants as an emergency priority 
was the necessity of organizing broad 
protest actions to defend the students, 
workers, and intellectuals who are 
presently facing frame-up trials, tor
ture, and even · death sentences in 
South Korea. At the mass rally on 
the 28th, the one slogan that rang out 
again and again was "Free Kim Chi 
Ha!'! (the famous Korean poet sen
tenced to life imprisonment). 

On the third day of the conference, 
delegates held a demonstration at the 
South Korean embassy in Tokyo, 
carrying signs in French, Chinese, 
English, Japanese, and Punj abi, de
manding release of the political pris
oners: They werejoined by about 100 
Japanese students and young workers. 

Embassy representatives refused to 
receive the protest statement from the 
international delegation, and scores of· 
Japanese riot police surrounded the 
demonstrators and confined them with 
their huge metal shields to a narrow 
sidewalk across from the embassy. 

Finally the police permitted two rep
resentatives of the conference to deliver 
the statement to an embassy guard. 

The Asian Youth Conference was 
pervaded by the spirit of international
ism. During the coming year leaders 
of the conference hope to develop 
broader contact and coordination be
tween youth of .Japan, Korea, Thai
land, Indonesia, Malaysia, Hong 
Kong, and the Philippines in the 
course of building common actions 
on the questions of political prisoners 
in Asia, the struggle against Kesan 
tourism and other women's struggles, 
and struggles against Japanese and 
U. S. military occupation and eco
nomic exploitation. 

Delegates decided to build a second 
Asian Youth Conference next year to 
consolidate. further these ties of sol
idarity and joint action. 

Vietnam war continues, fighting· escalates 
By DICK ROBERTS 
Reports from Saigon indicate that the 
heaviest fighting since the signing of 
the Paris accords 18 months ago is 
now taking place in South Vietnam. 
There is strict censorship. Major news
papers such as Le Monde and the 
New York Times do not have report
ers on the battle scene. 

Based on Saigon government re
ports, the Thieu regime has committed 
most of its 12,000-man 18th Division 
to a battle area 25 miles north of Sai
gon. "The Government has suffered 
at least 2,600 casualties in the fight
ing, according to reliable sources, in
cluding at least 500 dead," says Times 
Saigon correspondent James Mark
ham. 

Markham continues, "The South 
Vietnamese have lost at least 44 pieces 
of armor-'-14 M-48 and M-41 tanks 
and the rest armored personnel car
riers. At least five fighter-bombers and 
two helicopters have been downed by 
intensive antiaircraft fire." 

This is a big battle, with heavy 
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casualties and lots of hardware en
gaged, for a war that is not supposed 
to be taking place. 

Associated Press also reports from 
DaNang that 10 Saigon positionswere 
taken Aug. 4 in "part of a continuing 
drive by North Vietnamese and Viet
cong forces against Government out
posts along the coast south of Da 
Nang, the country's second largest 
city." 

Washington's current censorship is 
reminiscent of the hush-hush days of 
the U.S. counterguerrilla warfare dur
ing the Kennedy administration. Gra
ham Martin, the U.S. ambassador to 
South Vietnam, has even gone so far 
as to criticize articles in the American 
press for indirectly 'helping the Com
munist cause." 

Martin testified before a Senate com
mittee July 25 to urge them to pass 
a $750-million economic aid program 
for the Saigon regime. Martin "!!aid 
he was giving his sincere and honest 
opinion that the chances were good 
that South Vietnam could survive if 

the aid level was high enough over 
the next few years," the Times re
ported. 

Martin also actually told the sena- · 
tors that the U.S. embassy had care
fully examined the Saigon prison sys
tem and "found no one in prison" 
who could be regarded as a political 
prisoner. This man has a real future 
in Washington politics! 

On July 30 the U.S. Senate did pass 
and send to the White House the fis
cal year 1975 military appropriations 
bill including continued heavy funding 
for the Saigon regime. The issue of 
the war was briefly alluded to in Sen
ator John Stennis's report on the leg
islation. There were no· objections 
made and the bill cleared overwhelm
ingly, 88 to 8. 

According to Stennis, "The Defense 
Department initially requested $1.6-
billion for MASF [Military Assistance 
Service Fund, the stocks supplied to 
Saigon] in the 1975 fiscal year. The 
House voted $1.126-billion, the same 

Continued on page 30 tary equipment. 
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In Our Opinion 
... real cover-up 
Continued from poge J 
the ruling class must continue to carry out, regardless of 
whether the Democrats or the Republicans are in power, and 
regardless of which capitalist politician is sitting in the Oval 
Office. 

Emerging from an emergency cabinet meeting with Nixon 
on Aug. 6, ·Secretary of State Henry Kissinger declared that, 
regardless of who is president, everyone should understand 
that the nation's foreign policy will continue to be both "bi
partisan" and in the "national interest." In other words, there 
will not be one bit of change in Washington's imperialist 
operations around the globe. 

It will continue to rely on secret diplomacy to conceal its 
counterrevolutionary deals with other capitals. It will con
tinue to increase its nuclear missiles and bombers, its armies 
and its naval fleets, throughout the world. It will keep its 
CIA in operation to hunt down leaders· of the oppressed and 

.to overthrow governments that threaten to infringe upon the 
·profits of the giant corporations. 

This is the reality of the "hip artisan" foreign policy of the 
United States. 

In getting rid of Nixon, the rulers are not relinquishing 
a single one' of the prerogatives of capitalist rule. 

They are reaffirming their "right' to decide the questions 
of war and peace behind the backs of the American people. 

They are not giving up their . "right' to produce only as 
much food as is profitable, while tens of millions through-
out the world face starvation. · 

They do not intend to give up their "right' to keep the true 
facts on· their swollen profits and other "business secrets" from 
the working people of this country. 

They do not intend to give up their "right' to suppress 
dissent in the name of "national security," and to hide the 
truth about their undemocratic methods of rule behind the 
twin cloaks of "executive privilege" and "checks and balances." 

But what is the alternative to the continued rule by the 
Nixons, the Fords, the Kennedys, or any of the other wretched 
politicians who are the hirelings of the capitalist class? This 
is the question that confronts working people today. 

To put an end to the policies of the bipartisan gang who 
make up the Democratic and Republican parties, working 
people need to mobilize their power independently of these 
parties and in opposition to these politicians. 

They must break from the policy of supporting the capital
ist parties and subordinating their needs to these two parties. 
Only by relying on the independent power of the working 
masses and all of the oppressed, mobilized and organized 
to fight in their own interests, can the prerogatives of the 
capitalist rulers be successfully challenged. 

This is the perspective that guides the Socialist Workers 
Party and its candidates for office across the country. These 
candidates are campaigning to tell the truth about the new 
cover-up operation now going on in Washington. These so
cialist campaigners are standing as an alternative to continued 
reliance on the fakers of the capitalist parties. 

Against the capitalists' assertion that the capitalist govern
ment-be it the White House or the Congress-should have 
the power to go to war over the opposition of the people, 
the SWP demands: Let the people vote on war! 

Against the capitalists' closed-door diplomatic maneuver
ings and nuclear brinkmanship, the SWP demands: No secret 
diplomacy! 

Against the rulers' insistence on their right to keep secret 
their profits and their financial operations, including their 
bribes and payoffs to politicians and government officials, the 
SWP demands: Open the books of the corporations! 

Against the bipartisan economic policies of wage restraints 
and attempts to drive down the living standards of the Ameri
can working people through inflation and unemployment, the 
SWP demands: Guaranteed cost-of-living escalator clauses for 
all workers to protect against inflation! Shorten the work
week at no loss in pay to provide jobs for all! 

Against the Democrats' and Republicans' complicity in keep
ing hidden the documents about illegal spying and infiltra
tion of Black organizations, socialist groups, and other op
ponents of government policies, the SWP demands: Publish 
all the secret documents! 

Against the rulers' claimed right to suspend the Bill of 
Rights whenever "national security'' is threatened, the SWP 
demands: Halt all the violations of democratic rights! 

Against the continued rule of the capitalist class, the SWP 
calls for a workers government, a government that could 
reorganize society on a socialist basis and put an end to the 
capitalist system, with its wars, its racism, and its class ex
ploitation. 

To advance this perspective, support the candidates of the 
Socialist Workers Party in '74! 
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Pot of stew 
I have been a socialist in theory and 
practice for about six years now. I 
have only made one serious mis
take in my life. I made th~t mistake 
two years ago when I joined the 
U.S. Navy out of boredom. 

In trying to· spread socialist ideas 
in the Navy I have run up against 
strong and even violent objections to 
my beliefs. 

The U. S. bureaucratic systems are 
like a pot of stew. When you are 
first thrown into this stew you sink 
to the bottom. Then slowly, as time 
passes and your mind and body 
deteriorate, you begin to rise to the 
surface. Then you are skimmed off 
and ~ ected from the pot 
A navyman 
New York 

Antibusing Democrats 
This year's election campaign in 
Michigan should dispel any illusions 
that the Democratic Party takes a 
progressive stand on civil rights. 

Racist, antibusing demagogy has 
become the hallmark of virtually all 
capitalist politicians here. For in
stance, all three contenders for the 
Democratic gubernatorial nomination 
oppo11e the Roth plan to desegregate 
Detroit public I!Chools- not on the 
grounds that it is the right of the 
Black community, not the courts, to 
decide the question, but on 'the basis 
of preserving the "integrity" of all
white neighborhood schools in the 
suburbs. 

In the suburban 18th C. D., the 
issue among the Democratic candi
dates is who can take the most credit 
for the recent Supreme Court deci
sion to overturn the Roth plan. 

Perhaps the most honest among 
the scoundrels was Monte Geralds, 
Democratic candidate for State Rep
resentative in the 66th District The 
day after the Supreme Court deci
sion, Geralds was quoted by the 
local press as congratulating himself 
for the 11ound tactical advice he gave 
the antibusing forces. 

Geralds had cautioned local school 
boards not to pass antibusing 
resolutions and ordinances on the 
grounds that they could be used as 
evidence of legal segregation, which 
had already been declared unconsti
tutional in the South. In the North, 
you see, segregation is all right .as 
long as there is an effective cover-up! 
T. c. 
Detroi~ Mich. 

'Deserve applause; 
I am very glad to renew my sub
scription to The Militant. Your con
tinued excellent analysis of Mideast 
events and background reports on 
Portugal and Chile deserve applause. 
A prisoner 
New York 

Teachers 
Cindy Jaquith's article in the July 
19 issue of The M,ilitant reporting 
on the National Education Associa
tion (NEA) convention was very 
good. It did a good job in pointing 
out the deficiencies of both the NEA 
and the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT) and explaining 
what will be necessary for teachers 
to do to get what they need for 
themselves and for their students, 
regardless of their affiliation. It 
points out to NEA teachers that they 
and their administrators are not just 

Let ten 
"one happy family," but that there 
are bosses and workers in the "teach
ing profession" whose interests are 
opposed, just as in other occupa
tions. And teachers will need to face 
up to this. 

The best part of the article was 
where Jaquith destroyed the myth 
that "workers" and teachers must op
pose each other for their share of the 
economic pie. Instead, they must 
unite with each other and the com
munity against the real culprits in 
the fight to keep up with inflation 
and for other needs. 

As is the case for many school 
districts, the situation for St. Louis 
teachers right now looks mighty 
grim. They want to give us a flat 
5 percent and get rid of our incre
ment scale. Our contract was up in 
June. The mood of the teachers at 
the last union meeting in May was 
extremely militant, and the first 
meeting in September might be ex
plosive. 
Helen Savio 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Wounded Knee articles 
Thank you .so much for publishing 
news items about the Native Amer
ican people. There has been a news 
blackout in the establishment press 
concerning the defendants of 
Wounded Knee. I think it is very 
significant that the only persons who 
care enough about the fate of the 
Indians fighting for survival to tell 
their story is the socialist press (with 
the exception of a few underground 
newspapers). 
Jeanne Campbell 
San Diego, Calif. 

Sports page 
I really like your paper and as 
a shop steward it helps me to orga
nize. However, I have a criticism. 
You need a sports page. Most of 
the guys at the plant pay a lot of 
attention to sports. They discuss it 
constantly on the line. Why not 
cover sports? 
J.J. 
Washington, D. C. 

Impeachment 
This afternoon I was watching the 
impeachment hearings on television. 
As you know, an article proposed 
by Democrat John Conyers of Michi
gan [to impeach Nixon for the il
legal bombing of Cambodia] was 
rejected by the committee. While the 
other articles are legitimate reasons 
for removing Tricky Dicky from 
office, .they do not get to the heart of 
the matter. 

The cover-up, as I believe you 
have pointed out, can be directly 
traced to this and past administra
tions' efforts to hide the truth about 
the Vietnam war from the American 
people. When people began to voice 
opposition to this unspeakable 
havoc, this country's rulers felt no 
great need to "neutralize" the antiwar 
movement. 

As the opposition to the war 
picked up and gained more of the 
public's eye, they felt the need to dis
credit leaders of the movement, and 
the movement itself. 

I believe that our rulers feared that 
the people would discover the cor
ruptness of the government and the 
capitalist exploiters with which it 
aligns itself. This brings us back to 
why the committee acted as it did. 



The committee could not approve 
the Cambodia bombing article be
cause that could lead to a discus
sion, in the full House, of the war's 
immorality and of the imperialist 
forces behind it. 

I realize that I should not have 
expected a better performance from 
our congressmen. However,· it would 
have been refreshing if they had 

. done something as it should have 
been done. 
Gary Davies 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 

FCC forum 
The Aug. 3 issue of 7V Guide has 
an article titled 'Is Dr. Welby Giving 
Us Good Advice?' The article re
ports on a public forum held in 
Atlanta, Ga., by the Federal Com
munications Commission. The forum 
was held to give "the public" a 
chance to complain. 

The second paragraph of the arti
cle reads, "A short, pert brunette 
from the Socialist Workers Party 
complained that 'The media create a 
monopoly for the Democratic and 
Republican parties.'" 

Later in the article they write, "A 
young spokeswoman from the So
cialist Workers Party, which regular
ly runs candiates for governor and 
President, rose to say, 'Small parties 
with independent campaigns are 
usually discriminated against, despite 
the equal-time provision.'." 

Although the complaints won't do 
much to change the FCC, a lot of 
people will read the article in 7V 
Guide, which .will help a little in 
breaking the media "monopoly for 
the Democratic and Republican 
parties." 
H. D. 
New York, N. Y. 

FBI memos 
Please send me three reprints of the 
March 22 edition of The Militant 
about the FBI memos and COIN-

. TELPRO. Thank you, and my ap
preciation also for your continuing 
excellent reporting and editorials. 
How much we need The Militann 
M.M. 
Ontario, Canada 

[Reprints of material from our 
March 22, 1974, issue are still avail
able.· The reprint includes the article 
"FBI memos detail government plot 
to crush Black movement" and the 
partially censored FBI documents 
outlining the COINTELPRO opera
tion against Black leaders and 
g-roups and socialists. 

[Reprints may be ordered from the 
Militant Business Office, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 
(212) 929-3486. 

[4 cents each for 500 or more 
[5 cents each for 100 to 499 
[ 6 cents each for 50 to 99 
[7 cents each for 10 to 49 
[10 cents each for 9 or less] 

The letten column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dleate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your Initials be used 
Instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

A suggestion for auto workers 
Henry Ford II called a news conference in Dearborn, 
Mich., on July ;:su. He announced that the price of 
Ford cars is going up again, that auto production 
is down 20 percent, that the Ford Motor Company 
will cut its capital spending in the United States by 
more than $220-million next year, and that he ex
pects better times because this year's overall price 
inflation of 11 percent should drop to about 8 
percent. 

These pronouncements from the head of the Ford 
Motor Company reflect the general downturn of capi
talist economy worldwide, the retrenchment. of in
dustry, and the hopes in industrial and financial cir
cles that prices will somehow "stabilize" without 
hurting corporate profits. 

Their announced plans and hopes leave out of 
account the effect of all this on the lives of auto 
workers and millions of others who face unemploy
ment and are expected to bear the burden of con
stantly rising prices in order to accommodate and 
maintain the prese.nt high rate of profit. 

Ford puts the cause of inflation in the past, 
charging it to the mistakes· of politicians (his very 
own) who "didn't want to· pay for a war nobody 
wanted and so they didn't raise taxes." He has figured 
out that "it is the sins of the past that we are paying 
for today." 

If Ford now has ideas that those sins-the years 
of wanton murder in Vietnam and Cambodia -would 
have been wiped clean by raising taxes in this coun
try a decade ago, he cannot absolve himself of re
sponsibility even on this spurious count, because 
he never urged higher taxes and is not now volun
teering to pay more. Of course, when he talks about 
higher taxes he means payroll tax and sales tax a.nd 
others that are paid mostly by poor people. 

Ford claims a profit loss of 57 percent for the 
second quarter of this year as compared to the same 
three-month period last year. That sounds as if he 
may be about to go broke. Far from it. Ford made 
a fat second-quarter profit of $167.8-million .. His 

i·La Raza en Acci6n! 

profits for the first half of this year totaled $291.4-
million. 

Car sales are off because workers who need cars 
to get to work no longer have jobs or are not paid 
enough in wages to buy the new models. So Ford 
cuts back production and lays off a few hundred 
more auto workers. 

Ford managed to gain a couple of points on GM 
and Chrysler. Last year he had 24 percent of the 
market and now has 26 percent. But. overall pro
duction is down and the auto corporations have 
agr~ to raise unit prices to keep their profits up. 

According to the logic of profit seekers it stands 
to reason that the price of each car will have to go 
higher if few.er are made and sold. Ford manufac
tured fewer than a million units in this country during 
the second quarter this year, down 16 percent from 
last year. 

This decline in productioD, combined with high 
interest rates, has convinced Ford to cut back on 
plant expansion. 

Laid-off workers at Ford factories and those who 
are out of work in the construction industry will 
be looking for ways to create jobs, and this means 
that Ford will need to think about a shorter work
week with no loss in take-home pay because that is 
what a lot of United Auto Workers members will 
be demanding. 

Maybe Ford will claim "lack of money" and try 
to use this as an excuse to lay off more workers in
stead of hiring. This will contribute to the further 
loss of car sales, and more cutbacks in production. 
If this process continues and the auto industry as 
currently run becomes unprofitable for Ford and 
other corporate mismanagers, there are a lot of better 
uses that can be ll)ade of existing auto plants under 
workers' management. 

These auto plants can easily be converted to pro
duction of more and better farm implements and for 
the manufacture of mass transportation systems that 
have already been designed. This is just a suggestion 
for· auto workers to consider. 

Miguel Pendas 

On to Aug. 31 Moratorium! . 
LOS ANGELES- The Dixon Arnett Bill, a law that sourc!'!s say they· are pushing to have the bill passed 
would have made it illegal for California employers quickly now to "stem the flood" of undocumented 
to "knowingly" hire "illegal aliens," was declared un- workers. 
constitutional by the California Court of Appeals Bert Corona of the Los Angeles antideportation · 
July 26. organization, CASA, has offered some pertinent ob-

It was the right action, but taken for the wrong servations on why such statutes as Arnett and Rodino 
reasons. are a reactionary fraud and should be opposed by 

The Arnett Bill was a reactionary piece of legisla- all working people. 
tion that would have been used to further victimize In an interview published in the Feb. 9, 1973, 
the undocumented worker·s. However, the court didn't Militant, Corona said: 
void the law on the basis of its undemocratic nature. "The Rodino bill ostensibly seeks to fine employers 
It simply held that only the federal government has who employ workers without visas. .But the real 
the right to make immigration law. intent, the hidden motive, and the ominous conse-

Although the California legislature passed the bilL quences tha:t all of us know will result are not in 
in 1971, it never took effect, since the courts im- the fining of employers. 
mediately suspended it pending the outcome of an "That is merely the smokescreen to attract support 
appeal by a group of growers. from many quarters that would otherwise be opposed 

The employer opposition came from growers and to this kind of a law. I'm referring specifically to 
sweatshop operators opposed to even token legal the liberal groups, the liberal establishment, the 
obstacles to their superexploitation of undocumented Democratic Party people who can find some political 
workers. mileage in such a law." 

The fact is that the bosses would not have been And, he said, "By supposedly placing this heavy 
seriously hampered by the bill. It provided nominal fine on the use of workers without visas .... it keeps 
maximum fines of $500 for employers who know- these workers in a situation where they are alienated, 
ingly hire undocumented workers. With such a loop- marginal and permanently vulnerable to exploita-
hole the boss only had to plead ignorance to get tion." 
off the hook. The more vulnerable the undocumented workers 

But while the Arnett Bill would not have created 
real difficulties for the employers, it would have in
tensified the difficulties of the undocumented workers. 
It would have made them even more volnerable in 
their "illegal" status. It would have further restricted 
them to the worst jobs at the lowest pay. It would 
have made more difficult their efforts to resist the 
abuses and injustices they suffer. 

Although the Arnett Bill has been laid to rest, 
the Rodino Bill, a basically similar federal statute, 
is still pending in Congress. Immigration Service 

become, Corona explained, the more easily they can. 
be pitted against other workers in the unceasing em
ployer drive against wages and conditions. · 

The threat of the Rodino Bill, and the current 
hysteria being whipped up against undocumented 
workers, underscores the importance of building the 
Aug. 31 antideportation Moratorium in Los Angeles. 

A successful demonstration on the 31st will give 
new momentum to the antideportation movement. And 
it will help expose such a measure as the Rodino 
Bill for what it really is: a lethal weapon in the 
arsenal of the exploiters. 
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The Great Society 

Serving the people- "A question of 
particularly grave import ... is ,the 
degree to which competition should 
obtain in an industry recognized 
throughout most of its history as a 
natural monopoly .... My concern 
derives from the prospect that such 
competition will almost certainly harm 
telephone service and add to the price 
the average consumer pays for it." 
-AT&T 1973 annual report. 

Harry Ring 

he was worried that I might find my
self in the river with cement blocks 
tied to my feet. " 

In an SST?- W~tching White House 
press secretary Ron Ziegler in his new 
hobbyist role as a biker, one observer 
commented that he's trying to top Evil 
Knievel's act. "He's going to try to 
jump the credibility gap." 

spokesman for the tie industry angrily 
assailed the proposal, declaring, 
"There are no tests that we know of 
relating changes in body temperature 
to the wearing of a necktie." 

Plumbers and masons ?-John Dean 
told Time magazine he didn't leave the 
White House sooner because, "I didn't 
have the guts. My lawyer told me ... 

"If God hadn't wanted there to be poor 
people, He would have made us rich 
people more generous." 

Fit to be tied- An administration ener
gy proposal to save on air condi
tioning by wearing cooler clothes and 
no neckties struck us as par for the 
course. (We almost responded, "It ain't 
the heat, it's the stupidity.") But a 

This is tender, loving care?- A Brit
ish maker of chastity belts declined to 
attribute their demise to current sexual 
standards. The fact is, he explained, 
the belts have been most frequently 
purchased in recent years for such 
uses as plant holders. If plants are 
as sensitive as some contend, won't 
they wilt in such a reactionary sur
rounding? 

Women In Revolt 
Linda Jenness 

'Ivory towers' of sexism 
Hundreds of academic institutions have been 
charged with sex discrimination during the past 
few years. Individual women students, teachers, 
and professors, as well as various women's or
ganizations, have gone to court demanding that 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
enforce the law prohibiting sex discrimination by 
universities that get federal funds. 

One result of these suits has been an accumula
tion of statistics proving systematic discrimination· 
against women students and teachers. Sexism is 
no less rampant in the "citadels of learning" than 
anywhere else. 

Here are some of the facts: 
e In 1970, there were fewer than half a dozen 

women among 13,000 district school superinten
dents. 

• At the University of Chicago the first and last 
woman to teach a political science course was Eliza
beth Wallace-appointed in 1892! 

• One in eight PhDs is a woman, but at major 
universities only one in fifty full professors is a 
woman. 

e In 1968, Columbia awarded women 67percent 
of its PhDs in French; 44 percent in anthropology; 
36 percent in psychology; and 17 percent in 
philosophy. Not one woman, however, was in-

eluded on these faculties. 
e In 1968-69, ·163 faculty positions in five dis

ciplines at the University of California at Berkeley 
were distributed as follows: Men, 163; Women, 0. 

Just as abhorrent as the statistics themselves, 
however, is the reaction of sections of the male 
academic world to attempts to correct the unjust 
situation. 

The demands of women for affirmative-action 
plans that would increase the recruitment and pro
motion of .qualified women, have been greeted 
by some male "scholars" with a barrage of argu
ments- all of them phony. Leading the pack of 
opposition is Albert Shanker, pr~iqent of the 
United Federation of Teachers in New York City. 
He is joined by such people as William McGill, 
president of Columbia University, and Sidney 
Hook, professor at New York University. 

Their arguments boil down to this: 1) affirma
tive-action plans will destroy the "merit system," 
and 2) requiring goals for hiring and promo
tion of women results in a quota system, which, 
they claim, is "discrimination in reverse." 

In an article titled "The Fight Over University 
Women" in the New York Review of Books, Ger
trude Ezorsky exposes both arguments for what 

they are: reactionary attempts to maintain the 
status quo. 

Ezorsky points out that, to begin with, there is 
no "merit system" in the academic world. Hiring 
in the teaching profession is not done on the basis 
of who is the most qualified, but on the basis of 
who you know, where you studied, and what strings 
you can pull. 

Hiring goals-yes, quotas- are necessary in or
der to begin to make up for past discrimination 
and to stop its perpetuation. "Remember," writes 
Ezorsky, "that the men who expressed contempt 
for women graduate students are for the most part 
still around. Is it plausible that they want women 
in their departments?" 

The truth of the matter is that it's a little late, 
after centuries of discrimination and after centuries 
of a "quota" system that allowed only white-males 
into positions of authc,>rity, for Shanker and his 
crowd to whine about "merit" and "discrimination 
in reverse." 

As Ezorsky points out, preferential hiring 
wouldn't be needed if "these administrators had 
seriously been searching for the best candidates all 
along." And, she adds, "had they followed a merit 
system, academic women wouldn't have found it 
necessary to call in the law." 

By Any Means Necessary 
Baxter Smith 

How to treat a problem of school segregation 
If you were a liberal federal district judge con
fronted with the problem of an NAACP suit al
leging a· particular New York junior high school 
to be segregated, what would you do? 

If you were Judge Jack Weinstein, you'd prob
ably come up with a decision something like: I've 
given, uh, careful thought to the matter. And in 
my opinion, ahem, the problem can be traced 
to, uh, years of segregated housing in the area. 
Therefore, I .hereby order all appropriate city, 
state, and federal housing authorities to prohibit 
Blacks from moving into all public housing in 
the area immediately surrounding the school. 

Well, that's probably a bit harsh for the court
room, so it would have to be couched: 

"The history of Mark Twain Uunior high school] 
can be characterized as reflecting neither 'de facto' 
nor 'de jure' segregation. Rather, it reflects both 
these characteristics. Demographic trends have 
been extenuated by government choices .... 

"Federal complicity in encouraging segregated 
schooling through its housing programs and poli
cies is as improper under the Fifth Amendment as 
is that of the state under the 14th." 

That was how Judge Weinstein therefore formu-
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lated his January decision to alter the housing 
pattern- which is one of the problems contributing 
to segregated schools- in New York's Coney: Is
land, where Mark Twain junior high school is 
located. 

Keep Blacks out of new public housing in the 
area, he said. That was the way to change the 
racial makeup of the school, which had become 
only 18 percent white, in a predominantly white 
part of Brooklyn, where the other five junior high 
schools were still majority white. 

Weinstein ordered the plan, which also involves 
some busing, to take effect by school's reopening 
in September. Needless to say, the order evoked 
a hubbub. Weinstein has since eased its imple
mentation until September 1975. 

Housing authorities claimed they were "prepared 
to cooperate" with whatever was required of them. 
But School Chancellor Irving Anker kicked up 
a storm. He said the order "is educationally un
sound and a disservice to short-term and long
term integration of the school district and the city." 
Instead, he said a plan dreamed up by Commu
nity School Board 21 was better. 

That plan would make Mark Twain a school 

for "talented and gifted" students with entrance 
obtained only by application and selection. 

Meanwhile, Judge Weinstein appointed a planner 
to work out details of his order. And the latest 
news has it that the planner is leaning toward the 
"talented and gifted" school concept, rather than 
burden the housing and other affected authorities. 

Of course, all of this avoids the issue of Blacks 
controlling the education of Black students. And 
to throw in a new bone, the right of New York 
Blacks to move into Coney Island public housing, 
if they wish, is now threatened. 

Weinstein, so far, hasn't made up his mind, but 
turning Mark Twain into a school for ''talented 
and gifted" (white) students might be the easiest 
way out. · 

Maybe we should go back to the beginning and 
ask: If you were a liberal federal district judge 
confronted with the problem of an NAACP suit 
alleging a particular New York junior high school 
to be segregated, what would you do? 

Well, you could do a little shuffling here, utter 
a little "talented and gifted students" mumbo-jumbo 
there, .and, poof, it's gone. 



The following are major excerpts from 
a speech by Fred Halstead, entitled 
"Nixon, My Favorite Enemy." The 
speech was given in June at the Mili
tant Forum in Houston, Tex. Hal
stead was a leader of the movement 
against the Vietnam war and was the 
presidential candidate of the Social
ist Workers Party in 1968. 

By Fred Halstead 
Before I tell you why Nixon is my 
favorite enemy, let me give you a 
little background on him. 

Nixon made his name in politics 
in the congressional campaign against 
Helen Cahagan Douglas, a popular 
liberal of the 1940s. He made it in 
the early period of the witch-hunt, by 
red-baiting. He smelled a little ear
lier than a lot of other cheap, hustling 
politicians that the anticommunist hys-

trapped and the Viet Minh were closing 
in. Vice-president Nixon supported the 
idea that the atom bomb should be 
used in an attempt to save the French. 

Nixon was also an enthusiastic sup
porter of the U. S.-sponsored coup in 
Iran, which overthrew the reform gov
ernment of Mossadegh and imposed 
the bloody regime of the shah, be
cause the Mossadegh regime had na
tionalized all foreign oil interests. 

Later, there was the U-2 incident, 
where the Eisenhower-Nixon admini
stration was caught in a flat lie after 
a U.S. spy plane was shot down over 
the Soviet Union. Some say that was 
the beginning of the "credibility gap." 

Nixon was finally elected president 
in 1968- against me. 

Nixon said in that campaign that 
he had a plan to end the war in Viet
nam. It turned out to be the same 
plan Johnson had been following; 
namely, to keep bombing and trying 

who are getting sucked into insur
gency. 

But that was just window dressing. 
There are people who look back on 
Kennedy's brief term with nostalgia, 
as Camelot. Who remember it that 
Kennedy was doing something dif
ferent. But that's not the way it looked 
at the time. That's now the way it 
is described, for example, in the 
famous Port Huron SDS statement, 
written by liberal youth in 1962. 
Camelot, from within, bore little re
lation to the manufactured legend. It 
was a mass of hypocritical lying. And 
they got caught at it- red-handed
sometimes. 

Once, for example, was over the 
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba. You 
might recall that in 1960 the Cub an 
revolution nationalized major indus
try, including U.S. holdings. Imme
diately the U.S. government started a 
barrage of anticommunist propaganda 
against Cuba and hardly concealed 

'Nixon: my favorite enemy' 

teria was a possible road to success 
in capitalist politics. 

And that's how he made it. He was 
an important figure in the McCarthy
era witch-hunts. He dug up informa
tion for the inquisatorial ·committees. 

In 1952 he was elected vice-presi
dent, running along with Eisenhower, 
and during that campaign he got 
caught in a little confusion between 
his campaign and personal finances. 
He stonewalled it, as the saying goes 
now, with his famous "Checkers" 
speech. Checkers was his little dog, 
which he invoked during the speech. 
He put on this show. They've got a 
movie of it now. 

As a matter of fact, when it played 
in Washington, Nixon put his White 
House investigator on it to find out 
who put that thing in the theater. Was 
it communists or just somebody try
ing to make money? Maybe both. 

Doesn't sell so well 
Anyway, it's well worth seeing. But 

if you do, you have to bear in mind 
that what you think is just camp and 
funny as hell, in the 1950s, during 
the witch-hunt, a lot of people took 
seriously; and Nixon got away with 
it. So you see, it's not just some per
sonal attribute of Nixon that has put 
him in the spot he's in now. It's also 
that what used to sell doesn't sell so 
well anymore. 

Another interesting point in Nixon's 
career was 1954, the year the first 
Indochina war ended at the battle of 
Dien Bien Phu. The French were 
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to establish a position of strength from 
which to negotiate a favorable settle
ment from the point of view of impe
rialism. 

That process took him more than 
his entire first term and cost untold 
thousands dead, and though most U.S. 
troops have been withdrawn, it isn't 
over yet. Nixon is right back where 
President Kennedy was in about 1963, 
from the point of view of U.S. mili
tary involvement. 

Why not Kennedy? 
That is a brief sketch of Nixon's 

record. Why, then, should I say he's 
any more favorite an enemy of mine 
than the other presidents? Well, let's 
take a look at John Kennedy's record. 
Kennedy, you'll recall, was elected in 
1960. The United States was already 
involved in Vietnam, of course. 

Then in 1961 Kennedy began to up 
the ante. He developed the whole 
counterinsurgency idea. He took un
der his wing the expert in that art, 
Maxwell Taylor. Under Kennedy the 
Green Berets were established. He had, 
of course, his special liberal twist to 
it. Kennedy said he was going to 
win the hearts and minds of the peo
ple, of the peasants. 

We're going to do good things for 
the people we save from communism; 
our object is not just a negative anti
communism, he said. Our object is to 
spread freedom and even to improve 
the material life of the poor people 

preparations for a military attack. 
The opening gambit for a U.S. take

over of Cuba took place in 1961. 
The CIA recruited, paid, and trained 
an army of counterrevolutionary Cu
ban exiles. The plan was to land them 
at the Bay of Pigs and hold on un
til they could announce a provisional 
government of some sort, which would 
then appeal to the U.S. for military 
aid. And the U.S. would then move 
in with whatever massive intrusion 
was necessary to take over Cuba. That 
was the plan. 

And when Raul Roa, the Cuban 
U.N. representative, complained 
about these preparations, it fell to 
Adlai Stevenson to assure the world 
that it simply wasn't so. 

Now Adlai Stevenson was the coun
try's most widely respected- I might 
say loved -liberal. He had a lot of 
authority with the American people. 
He was an intellectual. One time he 
was even photographed with a hole 
in his shoe. He had the common touch. 
Lots of people thought him charm
ing. That's one reason he was not 
my favorite enemy. Though he was 
an enemy. I don't want my enemies 
to have charm. 

He was appointed ambassador to 
the U.N. to be the face to the world 
for Kennedy's policy of counterinsur
gency. 

One day planes flew over Cuba and 
bombed their airfields. It is obvious, 
said Cuba's representative Roa, that 
this is the beginning of an invasion. 

They are trying to knock out our 
air force so they can land with im
punity. 

Adlai's big lie 
And Adlai Stevenson-you see, it 

wouldn't have been nearly so effective 
if it were a Nixon- got up before 
the world and the American people 
and declared that he had been assured 
by his government that thiswassimply 
not true. 

What had actually happened, he 
said he had been told, is that dissident 
members of the Cuban air force took 
off from their own airfields and 
bombed them. Yes, that's what the 
Kennedy administration told the 
American people. And since it was 
mouthed by that beloved, respected 
liberal, Adlai Stevenson, some peo
ple believed it. 

But one of the bombers had some 
trouble and couldn't make it back 
to the CIA base in Central America, 
so it headed for the nearest place
only 90 miles away. It ended up in 
a Florida commercial airport. And 
the local reporters ran out there and 
inspected the plane and tried to inter
view the pilot, and it turned out it 
wasn't what Stevenson said it was 
after all. It was a CIA pilot and a 
CIA plane. And there was Adlai 
Stevenson, sitting up in front of the 
world with egg on his face. 

And I, for one, wasn't the least bit 
sorry for him. I hated his guts for 
having peddled those lies in the first 
place. The invasion failed- the land
ing force_ was plastered within hours 
and ·never had a chance to declare 
itself a provisional government and 
call in aid. It failed in essence because 
the Cuban people sided with the revo
lution instead of the counterrevolution 
sponsored and organized by Kennedy. 

Kennedy had to admit his respon
sibility for this affair. And this now 
comes back to haunt- Nixon. Because 
the very individuals who broke into 
Watergate, and into Ellsberg's psy
chiatrist's office, were veterans of that 
CIA Bay of Pigs caper. 

And that's just one of Kennedy's 
little contributions to Nixon's current 
predicament. You see, it isn't just Nix
on's personality that is responsible for 
the fix he's in. Because it's not just 
Nixon's predicament. 

Then there was Johnson 
Then there was Johnson. You all 

know about Johnson. Vietnam; In 
1964, Johnson ran against Goldo
water, a right-wing reactionary. A lot 
of people then said, "Oh my, the left 

Continued on following page 

'Kennedy said he was going to win the 
hearts and minds of the people ... ' 

15 



... 'If Nixon goes, Ford isn 
Continued from preceding page 
has to rally behind Johnson because of 
this terrible threat." 

Well, it's true, Goldwater was a ter
rible threat. Exactly as terrible as 
Johnson. And what the left should 
have been doing at that time was 
building, however small, its own in
dependent political power against both 
those terrible threats. 

Unfortunately not many people in 
the left of the time did that. In all 
modesty I must say I did. I cam
paigned for Clifton DeBerry, the So
cialist Workers Party candidate for 
president. 

During that campaign I remember 
an ad in the New York Times signed 
by many people. in the peace move
ment. It called for a vote for J ohnso1;1 
and Humphrey for peace. At the time 
Johnson implied he wasn't going to 
escalate the war in Vietnam. He was 
lying through his teeth. You didn't 
have to be a genius to figure it out, 
either. We figured it out. We said so 
at the time. We said he's preparing to 
escalate the war. We weren't blinded 
by wishful thinking, or by the myth 
that Democratic con artists are some
how better than Republican con artists. 

of them. 
Who voted for it? Fulbright voted 

for it. 
I knew and he didn't? Nonsense. 

He knew. He went along for the ride. 
Maybe they could bring home the 
coonskin. Only when it was proven 
they had bitten off more than they 
could chew did he start a little cam-
paign to make the record that maybe 
they ought to be a little more careful 
in face of the new moods. 

Ted Kennedy voted for it. Yes he 
did. And he was smart. He knew. 
McCarthy- Eugene, that is- voted for 
it. McGovern. Yes, McGovern, he 
voted for it too. The whole bipartisan 
cabal. 

In the House of Representatives the 
vote was unanimous with only one 
abstention. That was Adam Clayton 
Powell of Harlem. He said he was a 
pacifist and abstained. I always 
thought that's one reason they got 
him later. 

Maybe so, maybe not. But as Nixon 
now so brutally states it in the famous 
transcripts, the FBI's Hoover "had 
a file on everybody." He knew how 
to bring them into line, according to 
Nixon, and Johnson used Hoover that 
way even more than Nixon did, ac-

Architects of the Vietnam war under Kennedy were Dean Rusk and Robert McNa
mara. Both stayed on under LBJ. At right, Johnson and McNamara announce in De
cember 1966 that they need another $1 0-billion for the war. 

Right in the middle of that election, 
in August, Johnson bombed North 
Vietnam, a one-shot bombing, and 
pushed through the Tonkin Gulf Reso
lution. He claimed that a couple of 
U.S. destroyers, just trying to spread 
freedom and improve the material life 
of the poorest Asians, were innocently 
cruising around in the Gulf of Tonkin, 
only 8,000 miles from U.S. shores, 
and they were attacked. Attacked mind 
you, by those big, bad communist 
North Vietnamese patrol boats who 
were rampaging around a full 11 
miles off their own shore. The U.S. 
ships weren't hit, but it was the prin
ciple of the thing. How dare they? 

Johnson whipped up a hysteria and 
pushed the resolution through Con
gress, the resolution that was used 
as authorization for escalating the war 
to the point of half a million U.S. 
troops and the worst bombing in the 
history of warfare, second only to that 
later perpetrated by Nixon. 

'Bring home the coonskin' 
People in Congress knew, of course, 

that Johnson was preparing to esca
late, to "bring home the coonskin," 
as he used to put it. But only two 
voted against-Morse and Gruening. 
All the rest voted for the re~olution. 
Later, a lot of them claimed they'd 
been had, fooled. But they knew. 
Morse told them. No, they were had 
because they wanted to be had. All 
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cording to the admissions in the tran
scripts. That's a very valuable revela
tion Nixon has blurted out. That's 
one reason he's my favorite enemy. 

It's very valuable for the American 
people to have that information about 
what the FBI files are really used for. 
That revelation is going to contribute 
further to a new mood, a new day. 

A reformed racist 
But back in August 1964 they sold 

it. Right in the middle of the John
son "peace" campaign. One reason was 
that a lot of liberals and civil rights 
people said Johnson was a reformed 
racist now and he was going to finally 
back legislation to secure for Black 
people in the South the right to vote. 

And it's true that Johnson put that 
legislation through. Of course a little 
detail like the Southern civil rights 
movement, a mass movement, theboy
cotts, the sit-ins, the mass marches, 
the thousands of arrests, the freedom 
rides, the long hunger strikes in jail, 
the voter registration campaigns in 
the face of racist murders, the national 
and international scandal that all this 
made of Southern de jure segregation 
-all that was the real reason Johnson 
had to put that bill through. 

But you had these civil rights "lead
ers" like Bayard Rustin who at that 
very moment were imploring the civil 
rights movement to take it easy on 

Johnson, not to campaign on the Viet
nam war, and so forth, because the 
system was about to "give" these 
breakthroughs on civil rights. 

Then after the election Johnson gave 
us Goldwater's program. He escalated, 
begjnning on Feb. 7, 1965. The real 
reason was because the South Viet-
namese puppet regime was losing and 
was about to fall. The reason Johnson 
gave was that an American base at 
a place called Pleiku had been at
tacked. Once again by these terrible, 
red commie infiltrators, according to 
Johnson. They infiltrate so well they 
get born there. 

DiH,rent point of view 
They had the effrontery to attack 

an American base- only halfway 
around the world from America, and 
in the middle of their own country. 
How gross of them to lob some shells 
into it, revealing a different point of 
view on the benefits to the poor of 
the American counterinsurgency pro
gram. Didn't they know the American 
forces were there in the name of good 
liberal ideals, to spread freedom, and 
even to improve the material life of 
the people? 

But that was a lie! Because the Amer
ican capitalist system can't spread 
anything anymore but urban sprawl. 
It's reached that point. It's no longer 
progressive. 

There was a time when capitalism 
had a few· corners to fill and some 
improvements to make, but it isn't 
happening anymore. Every "improve
m ent" turns into its opposite- some 
kind of a nightmare. That's another 
reason why Nixon's in the trouble 
he's in. It's beginning to catch up 
with them and Nixon's on the hot 
seat. Not just because of Nixon's per
sonality. Though l must admit he 
does lack a certain charm. 

What about Roosevelt? 
Well, I've heard people say there 

are good capitalist politicians. Look 
at Roosevelt. If we only had him now. 
He never would have gotten himself 
into a position like that. He never 
lied to the people and stole and bugged 
people. All this is an aberration. 
Oh, yeah? 

Nixon is a piker compared to Roose
velt. But Roosevelt was in a different 
time when they could get away with 
an awful lot. For example, take the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, where almost 
3,000 American sailors were killed. 

As a result Roosevelt was able to 
whip the country into the Second 
World War in a big patriotic fervor. 
But you know there was something 
fishy about that attack. 

At the time there were still a few 
isolationist Congressmen left, and they 
got suspicious and started a Congres
sional investigation. 

You know how the liberal politicians 
are always saying now to those who 
propose getting out of places like Viet
nam lock, stock, and barrel: Oh, 
you're proposing that we be isola
tionists: As if that's a bad word. The 
isolationists were capitalist politicians 
who didn't believe in imperialism. 
That's a contradiction so obvious now 
that there aren't any left like that in 
Congress. 

But in those days there were a few. 
Sort of living anachronisms. But from 
the point of view of principle, or just· 
plain decency, they were certainly no 
worse than those damned liberals who 
were so fuming anxious to get us into 
that bloodbath, the biggest bloodbath 
_inhuman history. 

Their investigation of Pearl Harbor 
uncovered some dirt, let me tell you. 
But you don't have to take it from 
me. You can take it from the most 
eminent American historian of the 
time, Charles Beard, in a book called 
President Roosevelt and the Coming 
ofthe War, 1941. 

Pearl Harbor 
There it is shown that Roosevelt 

had been trying to get the U.S. into 
the war for some time, considered this 
his central political problem, to over
come the domestic opposition to get
ting into it. That he had every reason 
to know that the Japanese would at
tack sooner or later because he was 
goading them into it. In spite of this, 
he left the fleet at Pearl Harbor, an 
inviting target for a surprise attack, 
which was known as a key piece in the 
Japanese warlords' bag of tricks. 

Why? Because he was a Japanese 
agent? No. Not at all. Because he 
knew that any temporary military ad
vantage to the Japanese would be far 
outweighed by the political advantage 
in unifying the American people be
hind unquestioning, all-out prosecu
tion of thew ar aims of the U.S. rulers. 

Read this book. It's not a secret. 
It was public. But still it was buried. 
And shoved aside. And lied about. 
And covered up. 

One reason they were able to get 

berals urged vote LBJ, arguing that he would back civil rights legislation. But 
real reason for passage of rights laws was mass struggle of Blacks who demanded 
their rights. 



~t going to be any better' 

Militant/Ron Payne 

Roosevelt and Truman were able to get away with their war crimes because there 
was no mass antiwar movement. 

away with that was because there was 
no antiwar movement. The radicals 
were then overwhelmingly dominated 
by the Communist Party or the social 
democrats, both of whom were the 
most rabid supporters of war. The 
muckrakers- in the good sense, jour
nalists who dig up political dirt and 
air it before the public -were heavily 
influenced by that atmosphere, if not 
directly controlled by the warmakers. 

Anybody who would say or write 
anything that could conceivably inter
fere with the total support of the Amer
ican people for that bloodbath was 
a fink, traitor, nut pacifist, mad 
Trotskyite dog. And there weren't 
many of us around. 

Truman' 5 biggest crime 
Of the five presidents preceding 

Nixon that leaves only Harry Tru
man. His was perhaps the biggest 
cover-up of all, and in a broad his
torical sense, the biggest crime. He 
gave us- all of us, and all our prog
eny- atomic warfare. Now that's 
something to leave the human race. 
He dropped the Bomb on a city full 
of people. Not just once. But twice. 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He did it 
on the excuse that he was ending the 
war quicker and saving American 
lives. 

But that was a lie too. Because it 
is now well documented that Japan 
was already suing for peace-on ex
actly the same terms that were finally 
granted. Even Admiral Leahey, the 
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was 
opposed to the use of the bomb. Be
cause it wasn't necessary to defeat 
Japan, or ~ppreciably shorten the 
war. 

But Truman ordered it done any
way. To show the world the U.S. had 
it, and had the ruthlessness to use 
it on human beings. 

Why could they get away with that 
then, and they can't cover this thing 
up now? Well, it's a new day. A new 
time. Things have happened. Things 

. have changed. Just look at the effect 
on the country of the antiwar move
ment and the student movement. Look 
at the effect of the Black movement. 
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Of the Chicano movement, of the wom
en's movement. 

And now Nixon is faced with the 
reaction of the working class as such 
against inflation. That's the heavy ar
tillery getting oiled up. That's one 
side of it. 

Another side of it is that the dirty 
tricks of the executive committee of 
the capitalist ruling class- the top 
government officials-have been hav
ing a cumulative effect also. Nixon 
is paying dues not just for Water
gate, not even just for Cambodia, 
Laos, and the worst bombing in his
tory. But also for all those other big 
lies the American people were told by 
the government over recent years, in
cluding the U-2, the Bay of Pigs, Ton
kin Gulf, and so on, and so on. 

Nobody believes him when he asks 
for trust because there's a cumulative 
effect of the "crisis of confidence", of 
the "credibility gap," and whatever else 
they've been calling it over recent 
years. 

It' 5 late in the day 
It's not just personality that allowed 

Roosevelt, for example, to get away 
with more than Nixon can. The time 
chooses the man. The system has been 
using up its elbow room. It's late 
in the day. There's not much room. 
left for talent to play a decisive role 
in that game. 

If Nixon goes, Ford isn't going to 
be any better, and the chances are 
that whoever they put in after that 
isn't going to end up very charming 
either. Because to maneuver yourself 
into the job of chief preserver and 
extender of capitalism this late in the 

. game, you have to have all the hu
manity, the soul, the historic insight 
of a dried-up prune. 

Take the break-in at Ellsberg's psy
chiatrist's office, for example. What 
drove the White House to that was 
the release of the Pentagon papers. 
They didn't contain any secrets. The 
essence was already known to the anti
war movement. Their significance was 
that they were government documents 
admitting that the American people 
had been lied to about policy ques-

tions on which the people have a right 
to make value judgments. 

That's what hurt. That's what sent 
Nixon up the wall. And Kissinger. 
That they could no longer keep the 
American people in the dark about 
things they had every right to know. 
And that revelation was not the result 
of conspiracy, but of a profound so
cial process. 

But Nixon couldn't wrap his narrow 
con man':; mind around that process. 
For him it must have been the result 
of conspiracy, to be answered in kind. 
So he reached into his bag of dirty 

. conspiratorial tricks- all ready and 
waiting and well used by his prede
cessors. 

Can you imagine it. The White 
House sends off a crew of broken
down James Bonds left over from the 
Bay of Pigs caper to find the secret 
to a profound social process- in Ells
berg's psychiatrist's office. What the 
hell did they expect to find? Some 
mental disease that turned good Rand 
Corporation robots into decent human 
beings? 

As we know from the FBI's COIN
TELPRO documents, part of their bag 
of dirty tricks was to spread para
noia in the ranks of the Black move
ment, the antiwar movement, among 
radicals. 

Well, they spread paranoia all right. 
Right into the· White House. It was 
all a big conspiracy, you see, a plot. 
Their enemies were out to get them. 
And ·their enemies were everywhere. 
Even in their own think tanks. Even 
on Kissinger's staff. Even- of all 
places- in the Democratic campaign 
headquarters at Watergate. Nixon 
even bugged himself. Brilliant! 

Just one gem 
Well, those Nixon transcripts are 

another reason Nixon is my favorite 
enemy. To mention just one of the 
gems they contain: the admission that 
for the top officials of the U. S. govern
ment "national security" is just a blan
ket to throw over, to cover up, illegal, 
immoral activities that the American 
people wouldn't countenance if they 
knew about them. 

That revelation is worth a great 
deal. A great deal. Because it's a pro
found truth that will spread through 
the body politic. When you hear "na
tional security" you know they're try
ing to cover up some filthy business 
you wouldn't support. 

That's true even outside the confines 
of Watergate itself. It's true of virtually 
everything they do- and have done 
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Fred Halstead speakinr:' at an antiwar 
conference in 1971.· Halstead was so
cialist candidate for president in 1968. 

for years- under the guise of "na
tional security." It's true of,nine-tenths 
of the so-called defense budget. I say 
nine-tenths because just to add to the 
confusion they include in that budget 
some things like veterans benefits and 
flood control. But that's just part of 
the cover-up. 

It wouldn't be supported by the 
American people if the real reasons 
were known for all those bases around 
the world, for all those bombs, for all 
the rest. It has absolutely nothing, 
zero, to do with my security or your 
security or the security of ordinary 
Americans, or with the safety and in
tegrity of the country. 

It has everything to do with as
suring fat profits for the rich- not 
just those directly involved in military 
hardware, though that's not peanuts
but the whole structure of exploitation, 
of investments and future investment 
possibilities around the world. That's 
the real reason for their "counterin
surgency" programs, their counterrev
olutionary policies, which have so 
often threatened - and still threaten
nuclear war. 

In this regard don't kid yourself 
that because Nixon sat down with 
Mao and Breshnev the world is safer 
from the threat of war. On the 
contrary. 

Eyeball to eyeball 
The deal is that the superpowers 

settle all the hot spots themselves. 
Every local war poses the immediate 
possibility of an eyeball-to-eyeball con
frontation between the superpowers. 
That's dangerous. 

That's what happened in the recent 
Mideast war when Nixon put all the 
chips on the table by alerting the U. S. 
nuclear attack force. There we were, 
after the detente, once· again on the 
edge of holocaust. 

But an interesting thing happened 
that time. People didn't believe Nixon. 
Didn't trust him. Didn't rally around 
the flag. Didn't believe this was neces
sary in our defense. And they were 
right. Some even accused Nixon of 
making that response just to take at
tention from Watergate. That's not 
true, incidentally. He really meant it, 
really was throwing the nuclear chips 
on the table. But what's new is that 
the people didn't trust the government 
to do that. 

Kissinger realized the importance of 
this phenomenon. It weakens his hand 
in his Doctor Strangelove games. He 
likes to have nuclear chips to bargain 
with. His comment about the fact that 
the people didn't rally like obedient 
little pawns was that it is part of the 
"poisonous atmosphere of the times." 
Part of the healthy skepticism of the 
times, I say. 

And that's another reason why 
Nixon's my favorite enemy. By 
getting caught in the Watergate crisis, 
and having all this hang out, Nixon 
has contributed- unwillingly and un
wittingly to be sure-to a healthy 
skepticism by the American people re
garding the war aims of the govern
ment. That's an important'factor for 
peace, JllOre so if more hangs out and 
the skepticism increases. 

I'm enioying the agony 
That is not the least of the reasons 

why important sectors of the ruling 
class want Nixon to go, before his 
term expires. Whether they'll succeed 
in pushing him out, I wouldn't know. 
Not that I personally want to see Nix
on make it through, though I'm en
joying the agony, frankly. 

Continued on following page 
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... 'Nixon: . Illinois socialists file 55,000 
·my favorite signatures, demand equal time 
enemy' By DAN CAINE had recently testified in official hear-

CHICAGO- The Illinois Socialist ings in Minnesota against laws en-

Continued from preceding page 
But Ford wouldn't be any better. 

Just somewhat less compromised. 
Which is not a good thing. I like 
my enemies to be compromised. 

In any case whether it's Nixon or 
Ford for the next two-and-a-half years 
is a ruling-class affair. It's none of 
my affair. I wouldn't waste my time 
with that any more than I'd campaign 
for some Democrat or Republican. 

There are some people in the radi
cal movement, in the antiwar move
ment, who are now trying to mount an 
impeachment movement. We're fa
miliar with some of them from dis-
cussions in the antiwar movement over 
single-issue and multi-issue. 

They just couldn't see the importance 
of building a movement of maximum 
unity around the single, simple propo
sition of getting the U.S. out of Viet
nam. They fought us tooth and nail 
on that, trying time and again to im
pose on the antiwar movement their 
own particular multi-issue set of po
litical views, while we just kept build
ing and supporting maximum unity 
of all those opposed to U.S. inter
vention in Vietnam regardless of their 
views on other matters. That's what 
put millions in the streets. 

Clever Trotskyists 
Now some of these multi-issue ad

vocates think they've seen the light. 
They think they've taken a page from 
the book of those clever "Trots." 
They're trying to build a single-issue 
impeach Nixon campaign. 

But the presidency of the United 
States is a multi-issue office. The an-
swer is a multi-issue answer. Different 
political tendencies will have different 
answers. To attempt to lump them 
all together, if it succeeds at all, can 
only mean subordinating the social
ist wing to the capitalist wing, because 
the capitalists dominate that movement 
with their multi-issue answer, which is 
Ford, or after him the next candidate 
of the Democratic or Republican par-
ties. · 

No. The answer to this one is mul
ti-issue, not single issue. It is to take 
advantage of the revelations, the 
skepticism, the spreading anger at cap
italist politicians in general, to build 
the independent political power of the 
oppressed. The biggest such campaign 
now going on is the election campaign 
of the Socialist Workers Party in
volving candidates in 15 states across 
the country. This is the time to take 
advantage of the weakness of my 
favorite enemy to build the socialist 
movement. 
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Workers Party capped its successful acted nationally and in several states 
· drive for 55,000 petition signatures requiring political parties to disclose 
with a campaign rally on Aug. 3. to the government their financial sup-

Collected by campaign supporters porters. 
throughout Illinois, more than 40,000 The rally applauded his emphatic 
signatures to place the party's state- declaration that "we don't think that 
wide candidates on the ballot had been we should prepare an 'enemies list' 
filed the previous week in Springfield. for the government." 
Th~ filing was followed by a well- Ed Heisler, a railroad worker and 
attended news conference hosted by· member of the United Transportation 
the SWP campaign committee. Union (UTU), spoke on the new 

The socialist candidates nominated openings for the socialist campaign in 
for the statewide ballot include Ed the trade-union movement. 
Heisler, candidate for U.S. Senate;. His campaign plans, in addition to 
Mary Wismer, Brian Williams, and speaking before UTU locals through-
Antonio DeLeon, candidates for out the Chicago area, include accept-
Board of Trustees. at the University ing an invitation from the United Mine 
of Illinois; and Suzanne Haig, can- Workers (UMW) to appear at meet-
didate for state treasurer. ings of six locals around the state. 

In addition, 15,000 signatures were One UMW official, commenting on the 
filed in Chicago on behalf. of Willie televisi!)n s_tations' refusal to grant 
Reid, SWP candidate for Congress in Heisler equal time with his opponents, 
the 1st C. D. This event marked .the told Heisler, "It looks like those He-
first time since the 1940s that a so- publicans and Democrats are .afraid 
cialist candidate has sought ballot to tangle with you socialists." 
status in an Illinois congressional Heisler told the rally the message 
district. he plans to deliver to the workers he 

A related development was reported will be meeting: "Adlai Stevenson ad-
by the Aug. 3 Chicago Daily News. In vertises himself as a 'friend of labor.' 
an article titled, "Socialists stumbling Stevenson not only supported the 
block to Stevenson-Burditt debate," the wage freeze against working people, 
paper described the quandary facing but he also submitted a bill to make 
the broadcast media, which have been railroad strikes illegal, no matter for 
covering a series of debates between what grievance they are called. Will 
incumbent Democratic Senator Adlai this 'friend of labor' support the com-
Stevenson III and his Republican op- munications workers if they go out 
ponent, George Burditt. Rather··than on strike? Can we depend on him to 
gtanting · equal television and radio fight for the repeal of the antilabor 
time as legally required to Heisler, Taft-Hartley and Landrum-Griffith 
their socialist opponent, most statipns laws?" 
have opted to cancel the debates The . answer, Heisler said, is_ ob-
entirely. viously "No," .because Stevenson, like 

Heisler proposed a reasonable solu- ·all other Republican and Democratic 
tion to this crisis in the marketplace politicians, does not represent working 
of ideas: "There's no need to cover the people; he represents the employers. 
socialist campaign separately. I would Heisler intends to remind his union 
be more than happy to appear on the audiences that "every major piece of. 
same platform with Stevenson and antilabor legislation, without excep-
Burditt." tion, has been adopted by a Demo-

Keynoting the Aug. 3 rally was cratic-controlled Congress." 
· Maceo Dixon, cochairman of the SWP The political alternative to capitalist 
national campaign committee. Dixon rule, Heisler said, must be provided 

Ed Heisler, SWP senatorial candidate, 
will speak to six United Mine Workers 
locals. 

by the union movement. "We need a 
labor party in this country to cham
pion the cause of the working people, 
the unemployed, the oppressed nation
alities, and women. 

"Without the labor of working people 
this country would shut down. So we 
think we're pretty important. Yet we 
come last in the list of government 
priorities, and the profits of the em
ployers come first. So we're telling 
the working people of Illinois that 
they can run this country in the in
terests of the majority." 

The aim of the SWP, Heisler said, 
is to organize the power of the op
pressed to change society in accor
dance with human needs. 

Other speakers at the rally included 
a representative of CASA, a Chicano 
organization fighting against the de
portation of undocumented workers 
in the United States, and a representa
tive of the United Farm Workers 
union. 

A fund appeal raised nearly $600 
to be used in financing Heisler's tour 
of the' UMW locals, campaign street 
rallies in Chicago, and other cam
paign expenses. 

Why prison censors·reject Militants 
By ROSE OGDEN 
The Militant is sent out each week to 
many subscribers in prisons through
out the country, but not every issue 
reaches the prisoner it is sent to. Pris
on officials review the contents of each 
week's issue and often decide to ban 
it. Rarely is The Militant informed 
when issues are ruled unacceptable, 
and in no instance have we been told 
why. 

Through the New York Civil Liber
ties Union, however, we were recently 
informed of three issues that were with
held from one of our subscribers in a 
New York state prison. The prison 
censors decided that four specific arti
cles in these issues were in violation 
of the prison's Media Review Com
mittee's guidelines. The official justifi
cation for this censorship was not 
spelled out; however, a glance at the 
proscl'ibed articles is revealing 

The June 21 and July 12, 1974, 
issues were held back because of arti
cles reporting on the struggle of the 
Atlanta Black community against the 
cop terror squads· responsible for the 
deaths ·. of 21 Blacks in the past .18 
m;"lnths. m J~ne 28 issue was also with
held becau~ <'lf an article from Atlan
ta reporting o'D a_ mock trial against 
police crimes held by the Black com-

munity there. 
Another article singled out as un

acceptable in the June 28 issue report
ed on the acquittal of killer-cop Thom
as Shea, who gunned down a 10-year
old Black youth in Queens, N.Y. 

There is no doubt that the image of 
killer-cops in Atlanta and New York 
walking off scot-free would do little to 
uphold respect for the "law and order" 
the prison officials represent. It would 
be better from their point of view to 
withhold this evidence of the racist 
and oppressive 1ustice" meted out by 
the capitalist system. 

We can only speculate about what 
other articles have been considered 

unacceptable. For example, did the 
July 19, 1974 Militant sJip past the 
vigilant censors? This included the ar
ticle headlined "Life in a federal 'Wa
tergate prison,'" which contrasted the 
Watergate minimum-security prisons, 
with their tennis courts,.daily conjugal 
visits, and unarmed guards, to the At
ticas and San Quentins where prison
ers are brutalized daily and denied ele
mentary human and civil rights. 

We also wonder if this article will 
ever reach our subscribers in prison. 
Or will the Media Review Committee 
consider an article telling the truth 
about their actions to be in violation 
of their "guidelines"? 

Atlanta Blacks conduct· 
trial of police crimes 
ByJOELABER 
ATLANTA- Three hundred people 
marched to the city hall on the after
noon of June 18 to conduct a mock 
trial of racist police chief John In
man. 

Only hours before, Mayor Maynard 

der squads like the decoy squad and 
stakeout units." 

Police in Atlanta have shot and 
killed 21 people, 20 of them Black, 
in the past 15 months. 

Other charges against Inman in
cluded "lllegal intimidation of work-

Abov~ article, from June 28 Militant, was considered 'unacceptable' by prison 
authorities. 



New world situation 

Detente and the 
world revolution 

Israeli artillery during Mideast war in 
October 1973. U.S. imperialists brought 
world to brink of nuclear war in order to 
protect their Israeli client state, and 
didn't even bother to inform their NATO 
allies. 

I Below is the conclusion of the report on "The Unfolding 
New World Situation" given to the national committee of 
the Socialist Workers Party in April 1973 by SWP Na- -
tional Secretary Jack Barnes. The frrst part of the report 
was printed in last week's Militant. 

This new world situation is recognized by the main 
sectors of the ruling class. Several days ago, on April 
23 [1973], Henry Kissinger delivered a major speech 
calling for a new Atlantic Charter to mark "The Year 
of Europe." 

This policy statement, reflecting the consensus of the 
ruling class of the United States, outlined the new rela
tions it sought to impose upon the world. Every one 
of the fundamental points we have been discussing and 
analyzing can be noted in the speech, including the de
mise of the Bretton Woods agreement, the limits of mili
tary power, the costs of empire, and the new competitive 
situation among the capitalist states. 

Within this framework, Kissinger was telling the Eu
ropean, Japanese. Canadian, and other capitalists what 
the American rulers are bidding for. 

To really understand Kissinger's speech, it is necessary 
to translate his diplomatic language into class language. 
That's not really so difficult. 

Kissinger began by describing the previous era as fin
ished: "The era that was shaped by decisions of a gen
eration ago is ending." 

Here is his version of that preceding period: "In the 
forties and fifties the task was economic reconstruction 
and security against the danger of attack." In other words, 
the containment of the class struggle and the military 
preparations to roll back the workers states. 

"The West responded with courage and imagination." 
In other words, Europe had no choice but to accept Amer
ican domination; in exchange, capitalist property rela
tions in Europe were saved by the Marshall Plan, follow
ing the Stalinist "peaceful coexistence" betrayal in 1945-47. 

But, Kissinger affirms, there is a problem now. "In 
Europe a new generation ... takes stability for granted." 
However, he continues, "it is less committed to the unity 
that made peace possible and to the effort required to 
maintain it. In the United States decades of global bur
dens have fostered and the frustrations of the war in 
Southeast Asia have accentuated a reluctance to sustain 
global involvements on the basis of preponderant Amer
ican responsibility." 

To cope with this problem he calls for "a new era of 
creativity in the West." And he concludes with an appeal: 
"We ask our friends in Europe, Canada and ultimately 
Japan to join us in this effort. This is what we mean by 
the Year of Europe." 

Translated to convey the new reality, it means that 
given the present relationship of forces and the new eco
nomic problems, Washington's junior partners now must 
help foot the bill for policing the world for capitalism. 
For the specter of world revolution still haunts world 
capitalism, and the Yankee bomb is its ultimate defense. 
And it can't be had at wholesale prices, or without trade 
and monetary concessions as part of the package. 

When ~issinger reaches what the bourgeois commenta
tors call "the most diplomatic and most philosophical 
part" of the speech, he touches a problem of some dimen
sion. "The political, military and economic issues in Amer-

Deepening economic competition among capitalist powers was theme of Kissinger's speech at world energy 
conference earlier this year. Above, Kissinger with British, German, and French finance ministers. 
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ican relations," he declares, "are linked by reality, not by 
our choice nor for the tactical purpose of trading one 
off against the other. The solutions will not be worthy 
of the opportunity if left to technicians. They must be 
addressed at the highest levet" 

Later he returns to amplify this theme: "If [these ques
tions] are left solely to the experts, the inevitable com
petitiveness of economic interests will dominate the debate. 
The influence of pressure groups and special interests 
will become pervasive. There will be no overriding sense 
of direction. There will be no framework for the generous 
solutions or mutual concessions essential to preserve a 
vital Atlantic partnership." 

What Kissinger was really saying is: We're going to 
fight you on this. We're in no condition for generous 
solutions and we intend the "concessions" to be as one
sided as possible. The American "technicians and experts" 
will insist on getting trade and monetary concessions 
not justified in face of the declining productivity differ
ential of American capital. They will. seek to get these 
concessions on the basis of the size of the U. S. economy, 
the power of its mifitary arsenal, and the lack of a clear 
alternative to the dollar as the world unit of account. 
That's how the "political, military and economic issues" 
are linked. 

Kissinger goes on: "The task is all the more difficult 
because the lessening of tensions has given new impetus 
to arguments that it is safe to begin reducing forces uni
laterally. And unbridled economic competition can sap 
the impulse for common defense. All governments of the 
western alliance face a major challenge in educating their 
peoples to the realities of security in the 1970s." Trans
lation: You better be prepared to put even more of a 
squeeze on your workers to foot more of the cost of our 
world counterrevolutionary efforts which we intend to 
continue! And in the face of the unfolding detente it may 
not be so easy politically. You may also find in your 
working class a "reluctance to sustain global burdens." 

To make sure no one misunderstands, Kissinger adds: 
"There is an increasing uneasiness- all the more insidious 
for rarely being made explicit- that superpower diplo
macy might sacrifice the interests of traditional allies and 
other friends." Never, never, he assures them. But since 
that is just what has happened over the last two years, 
he should have added, "Well, hardly ever!" Underneath 
the appeal for understanding and collaboration is the 
threat of economic warfare and a new rise of protection
ism in the most basic sense. 

"The relaxation of tensions to which we are committed 
makes allied cohesion indispensable, yet more difficult." 
That is the other side of the detente. How willing are 
Nixon's competitors to pay more for policing the world 
when they are not sure how much they need it- especially 
as it will involve resources that they can use to raise 
productivity and compete more efficiently? And especially 
if there is to be no "rollback" and· Brezhnev and Mao 
are to collaborate in restraining, containing, disciplining, 
and- if necessary- suppressing any revolt that threatens 
to upset the status quo. 

The Year of Atlantic Disunity may be a more accurate 
title than the Year of Europe .. 

At the very same time as Kissinger was giving this 
speech, in which he talked about the need for the imperi
alists to collaborate on the "energy crisis," another speech 
was being given in Tokyo which provides an example 
of exactly what kind of collaboration is in store. 

This speech was given by a man named Jamieson, 
who is the chairman of Exxon, the largest oil corporation 
in the world. Jamieson criticized the Japanese (without 
naming them) for trying to "save money and assure them
selves of adequate supplies by making direct arrangements 
for supplies [of oil] from producing countries." He said, 
"There is no evidence that such supplies will be any 
less costly than oil obtained through the international 
companies." 

I'm sure the applause was very polite-if somewhat 
restrained. The New York Times reporter added that 
among the polite applauders were representatives of the 
ministry of a Mr. Nakasone, who released a little infor
mation about himself and his plans the following morn
ing to the press, which reported: "Mr. Nakasone, whose 
ministry oversees the oil industry [in Japan], is scheduled 
to leave shortly on a 10-day visit to four major Middle 
Eastern oil producers- Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, and 
Abu Dhabi. It is reported that he will offer those nations 
economic aid in return for an independent oil supply" 
(New York Times, April 2 5, 1973 ). 

So, beneath all the diplomatic language and talk about 
the desire for maintaining a smoothly functioning capi
talist alliance are the harsh realities: deepening economic 
competition between the capitalist powers; the prospect 
of exacerbation of this competition as a result of the 
openings afforded by the Sino-Soviet dispute and the 
detente; and the determination of the American rulers, 
that even though they must treat other capitalist powers 
on a more equal footing than before, they will continue 
to remain on top. 

Moscow and Peking as rivals 
How do the workers states fit· into the overall world 

situation? 
Continued on following page 
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New world situation 

The Stalinist 
parties are 
'instruments 
for upholding 
the bourgeois 
order on a 
world scale' 

NIXON & CHOU EN-LAI: List of struggles 
betrayed by Maoists in past few years 
includes Vietnam, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
and the Sudan. 
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Continued from preceding poge 
In recent months, Peking and Moscow have seemed 

to be vying with each other in putting on a craven dis
phiy before the ruling classes of the major imperialist 
powers. This month the award probably goes to the 
Chinese bureaucracy, which managed to recognize 
Franco's Spain only one week after East Germany and 
before the Soviet Union, and to praise the Greek colonels 
for remaining ~ndependent of the "Soviet sphere of in
fluence." But we can be sure that Brezhnev will exert every 
effort to regain the award when he visits Nixon. 

Moscow and Peking's great betrayal of the Vietnamese 
in 1972 and the further unfolding of the detente confirm 
to the hilt what Trotsky warned of the consequences that 
would flow from the Stalinist theory of building "social
ism in one country"; consequences which hieluctably lead 
to the betrayal of the world revolution. 

In both the Soviet Union and China crystallized para
sitic castes monopolize state power. Their fundamental 
concern is the maintenance and expansio~ of their own 
material privileges on the basis of nationalized property. 
The attitude of these castes towards the world revolution 
is one of total hostility. They view it as a threat to their 
own precarious rule. Where they are able to influence 
revolutionary movements, they use these movements as 
small change in diplomatic dealings aimed at maintaining 
their own positions. 

There is no reason to believe that they will not go fur
ther in their betrayals or in cementing blocs and con
summating deals with the bourgeois powers in their quest 
for advantage in their internecine struggle. 

The Sino-Soviet dispute is only the sharpest reflection 
of the fundamentally competitive relations among privi
leged Stalinized bureaucracies, each of which is guided 
by narrow national interests. 

If, as we believe, foreign policy constitutes an extension 
of domestic policy, it is excluded that these bureaucratic 
castes can adopt a policy of proletarian internationalism 
and of' collective and collaborative development of the 
productive resources of the workers states. Their limited 
national horizons and bureaucratic rivalries and material 
interests preclude it 

The only way this can come about is through politi
cal revolutions that overthrow the totalitarian bureau
cracies and establish workers democracy, which alone 
can bring about genuine internationalism in foreign policy, 
including complementary economic planning among the 
workers states, and a concerted effort to extend the world 
revolution. Those who think this necessity has been elim
inated by Soviet economic growth are even more mistaken 
than Bukharin and Stalin were in 1928. The Soviet Union 
today is more dependent on the world market and world 
resources, not less. 

The Soviet Union has massed divisions- of troops and 
nuclear arms on its border with China. The propaganda 
emanating from Moscow is blatantly racist, loaded with 
"yellow-oeril" appeals. In F.utern Europe, with the. Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 came the formal an
nouncement of the Brezhnev doctrine of limited sovereignty, 
which proclaims Moscow's right and duty to 'suppress not 
qnly any popular uprising but any fundamental policy 
alterations in the deformed workers states that threatens 
the stability of the rule of the Soviet bureaucracy. 

The Chinese bureaucracy, in turn, has shown in action 
how counterrevolutionary its foreign policy is. Since the 
detente we have seen its pro-NATO statements, its en
couragement of the NATO nations not to withdraw a 
single division from the western boundaries of the Soviet 
Union, its expression of anxiety lest Greece fall into the 
Soviet sphere of influence, since the colonels, as Peking 
sees it, are a lesser evil. This is but an extension of the 
game of power politics that found crass expression earlier 
in the betrayals of liberation struggles in Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, and the Sudan. 

As the ramifications of the broad detente continue to 
unfold, we will see more and more evidence of the kind 
Trotsky pointed to when he explained that the Comint~rn 
and all its parties have become instruments for upholding 
the bourgeois order on a world scale. And we will see 
deepgoing effects as the Communist parties whose basic 
policy is determined by their subordination to the bureau
cracies in Moscow or Peking try to rationalize and apply 
the new twists and turns made necessary by the new "peace
ful coexistence" detente. 

We noted also, that the detente underscores our analysis 
of the Stalinist character of the Chinese regime and of the 
Chinese Communist Party. At the end of 1968, when so 
few commentators and "experts" believed it, Joe Hansen· 
wrote in Intercontinental Press that the Chinese were of
fering a peaceful coexistence deal to the Nixon administra
tion. Actually, they were proposing anew a deal that had 
been offered before-immediately after World War II, 
and right at the time of the conquest of power. 

Joe Hansen said that this time the deal might· well be 
accepted, and that if so, it would mean the betrayal of 
the Vietnamese and lead to a very different world situa
tion. If the deal should materialize, he added, it would 
surprise "more than a few observers of the Chinese scene." 
In the July 26, 1971, issue .of Intercontinental Press Joe 
Hansen was able to reprint this article without chan~ing 
a word. As he said in a short editorial note, "Although 

it was written before Nixon was sworn into office as pres
ident, the article makes timely reading in connection with 
the current turn in diplomatic relations between Peking 
and Washington." 

The immediate reason for the detente was Nixon's need 
for assistance in salvaging the Vietnam situation for impe
rialism. And there was only one place he could turn for 
help. 

Nixon was in trouble! There was no oossibility of con
vincing the American people to acquiesce in a further 
deepening of the war. The. detente coincided with the mag
nificent spring offensive- possibly the military high point 
of the national liberation struggle. That's when Nixon 
felt compelled to turn to Mo_scow and Peking for help. 
There is no question that history would have been 
changed by the mass antiwar reaction here if Moscow 
and Peking had stood up to Nixon's new bombing and 
mining offensive. 

Within the context of ·the detente and the deepening of 
the Sino-Soviet dispute there will be more room for m,a
neuver for the Eastern European rulers, and this will 
coincide with the growing in~ecurity of their rule as the 
detente raises the expectations of the workers and intel
lectuals in all the workers states. But this will all take 
place in the framework of the Brezhnev doctrine of limited 
sovereignty. That's an explosive scenario. 

The colonial revolution 
In general, the intensification of interimperialist com

petition for control of world markets exacerbates the need 
to control the sources and drive down the prices of agri
cultural and industrial raw materials. This will add to 
the fuel that has kept the fires of colonial revolutions 
permanently burning since World War II. 

One has only to look at the struggles in E:ach of the 
Portuguese colonies in Africa, the ferment in Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia), the new Black proletarian upsurge in South 
Africa- not to speak of the Palestinian liberation struggle, 
the revolution in Bangladesh, and the war in Vietnam 
itself- to be reminded that the "powder kegs" of imperial
ism that Trotsky pointed to in 1928 are still exploding 
and will continue to do so. 

It is also likely that there will be more room for ma
neuver by the indigenous ruling classes in the colonial 
world under these new circumstances, especially in some 
of the larger and more advanced semicolonial countries, 
like Brazil and Argentina. American capitalism will meet 
with sharper competiti~n from Europe and Japan- a 
development welcomed by the Argentine bourgeoisie, for in
stance. 

There have also been cases in which rival.imperialist 
powers have seized on colonial struggles to advance their 
own interests on the battlefield, most notably the Congolese 
events in the first part of the 1960s and the Nigeria
Biafra war. Coupled with this is the process of developing 
"client states," like Brazil and Iran, which are expected 
to take on the role of military surrogates for U.S. capital
ism in protecting imperialist interests on the regional level 

Furthermore, Washington seeks to utilize the detente 
with Moscow to preserve the "status quo" in the Arab 
East and around the Arab-Persian Gulf in favor of Israel 
and Iran and against the Arab revolution. Protection 
of U. S. oil "rights" there takes on increasing importance 
under the pressure of intensified world competition. 

But none of these measures resolves the native bourgeoi
sie's fundamental incapacity to meet the most pressing 
needs of the masses or to play a genuinely independent 
role in the international political, economic, and military 
arena. The new world political situation changes nothing 

'Immediate reason for detente was Nixon's need for assistance 
in salvaging the Vietnam situation for im~erialism.' 
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regarding the incapacity of the comprador and national 
bourgeoisie to solve historical problems that only the 
working class can solve today. 

In all probability, we will see a continuing trend 
towards the classical pattern of class struggle in the colo
nial world, that is, towards further confrontations between 
the massive and growing urban proletariat of the major 
colonial and semicolonial countries and their ruling 
classes and the bourgeois state. The trend along this 
line in the past three years does not constitute an 
anomaly, but is the pattern for the future. 

Of course, there can be no universal model to be emu
lated everywhere. It would be fatal to make the same 
mistake that OLAS [Organization of Latin American Soli
darity] made in seeing guerrilla war as the only possible 
model for the Latin American countries. But we believe 
it is clear that the general tendency is toward more classi
cal methods of struggle, towards the use of methods tra
ditionally employed by the urban proletariat. 

As in Chile, the workers and their allies in Argentina 
have been on the offensive. They can win significant con
cessions from their ruling class, including greater demo
cratic rights on the political arena, opening up a period 
of relatively favorable conditions to carry on the class 
struggle. 

We will see more bourgeois regimes, like the one in 
Peru, seeking to take advantage of some of the weak
nesses of world capitalism to solve their problems- the 
way Cardenas tried to solve them in Mexico and the 
way Nasser tried to solve them in Egypt There will be 
growing competition to pluck the ripe plum of Brazil, 
where the Japanese capitalists have already made one 
of their greatest coups. 

The students will continue to play a very important 
role in the colonial world- witness, for example, the re
cent student actions in the Arab East and in South Africtt. 

None of the problems of the colonial world can be 
solved by petty-bourgeois nationalist leaderships, by guer
rilla warfare, or by some new gimmick that has not been 
thought of before. To the degree that Trotskyist parties 
are not constructed in these countries all evidence con
firms that the Stalinists and Social Democrats will be 
able to reassert themselves. There can be no automatic 
bypassing of these bureaucratic misleaders in the labor 
movement. The experience of Chile, Argentina, and Peru, 
among others, drives this point home anew. 

Three sectors of world revolution 
Within this new world situation, we also can anticipate 

more complex relations among the three sectors of the 
world revolution. There is likely to be much more in
terpenetration of ideas, models, conflicts, and the emu
lation of examples. 

It is evident that the national question will be a major 
and permanent factor in the class struggle, not only in 
the colonial world, but in the advanced capitalist coun
tries and in the degenerated and deformed workers states 
where national oppression is an acute issue. 

The influence of the youth radicalization and the re
surgence of the student movement in the advanced cap
italist countries may be asserted more rapidly than ever 
before in the Soviet bloc in the years ahead. Movements 
like the struggle for women's liberation can affect the 
consciousness of the masses of the world more quickly 
than before. 

The new rise of workers struggles in Western Europe 
can have the kind of effect in Poland, for example, that 
was not before possible- and vice-versa. But as the de-

Dynamics of 
World Revolution 
Today 
Anthology, edited by Will Reissner. 
The four documents in this book deal with ques
tions of vital importance to revolutionary socialists. 
Written for the world Trotskyist movement, they anal
yse the three sectors of the world revolution and their 
interaction-the proletarian revolution in the ad
vanced capitalist countries, the colonial revolution 
in the "third world," and the political revolution in 
the Soviet Union and other workers' states. 

Against this background, recent developments, 
such as the detente, the war m Vietnam, growing 
working-class militancy, the struggles of women, stu
dents, and oppressed nationalities are assessed. 

Finally, the documents discuss the incapacity of 
the Stalinists and Social Democrats to provide rev
olutionary leadership and assess· the progress being 
made by the Fourth International in the necessary 
work of building revolutionary parties. 192 pp., 
$8.00, paper $2.25 
Order from: Pathfinder Press, 410 West Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10014 

Liberation fighters in Guinea-Bissau. Only socialist revolution 
can solve the problems faced by colonial countries. 

tente unfolds there will be increasing interpenetration and 
a new richness of relations between the radicalization that 
is continuing in the advanced capitalist countries and 
the reawakening of the workers, students, intellectuals, 
and their allies in the Soviet bloc. 

Bringing our world view up-to-date 
In 1963 the Socialist Workers Party drew up a document 

of political principles that was adopted as the basis for 
reunifying the then-divided world Trotskyist movement: 
For Early Reunification of the World Trotskyist Move
ment. That statement has met the test of time. It remains 
a solid, principled groundwork for world Trotskyism. 
But important new phenomena have occurred, and em
bryonic developments which were only noted in that docu
ment have matured. These have to be taken into consider
ation in bringing that document up-to-date. We plan to . 
do this in cooperation with comrades around the world. 

In that project, special note must be taken of the fol
lowing nine points: 

1. The rise of the youth radicalization, its international 
impact, and its historic importance. 

There is evidence that another wave of student and 
youth upsurge has begun. We've seen new student up
surges in South Africa, Morocco, and Egypt. We've seen 
the first confrontations by the students with the colonels' 
regime in Greece. The Spanish students helped to spark 
the big new wave of workers' demonstrations. There was 
the massive student upsurge in Belgium. And in France, 
in the last month, there has been the biggest upsurge 
since May-June 1968; in many ways, the student pro
tests there were more advanced than the student com
ponent of the May-June 1968 general strikes. 

This phenomenon of the youth radicalization and our 
analysis of it must be brought up-to-date on the basis 
of the resolution adopted unanimously in 1969 by the 
United Secretariat of the Fourth International, entitled 
The Worldwide Youth Radicalization and the Tasks of 
the Fourth International. 

2. The national question. 
We have always ascribed great importance to the na

tional question in the colonial world. But we must also 
take note of its growing importance in the advanced cap
italist countries and the workers states. 

This question will not disappear or drop to a subordi
nate or peripheral character. On the contrary. The Irish 
question, for instance, is one of the keys to the crisis 
of British capitalism. The Quebec question will certainly 
play more than a modest role in the Canadian revolution. 
The Ukrainian question, as Trotsky predicted, will never 
allow the overlords in Moscow to rule in peace. 

3. New features of the political revolution. 
This will include the rise, scope, and limits of the coura

geois intellectual opposition in the Soviet Union; the les
sons of the Czechoslovak and Polish events; the lessons 
of the Cultural Revolution and the evolution of Chinese 
Stalinism; the problems of workers self-management Un
der this point, of course, we must note the further evolu
tion of the Sino-Soviet dispute with its threat of military 
conflict. 

4. The decline of the relative stability and growth of 
world capitalism that marked the 1950s and the early 
1960s. 

We must take note of the new stage that has been reached 
in the evolution of imperialism and the new problems 
world capitalism faces that are leading to new outbreaks 
of class conflict We must outline the fundamental turn 
in world politics rooted in this "new" economic epoch, 
which so clearly spotlights the "old" contradictions out
lined by Lenin. 

5. The evolution of th.e colonial revolution. 
Here we will have to note not only its continuing ca

pacity to rebound from defeats (the strength, courage, 
and resilience of the colonial masses have been proved 
over and over in the last decade); we will also have to 
point out the limits of the petty-bourgeois leaderships that 
have held sway in the colonial world up until now and 
how the strategy of guerrilla war proved to be no substi
tute for the role played by a revolutionary party. 

6. The rise of the women's liberation movement and 
its effect on all facets of the class struggle and in all sec
tors of the world revolution. 

The international phenomenon of the growing ·radicali
Continued on following page 
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zation and politicalization of women struggling for their 
economic, social, and sexual liberation is a new indi
cation of the depth of the crisis of world imperialism. 
Striking at the patriarchal family system, one of the pil
lars of class rule, this struggle is an integral part of the 
social revolution. The significance of the rise of women's 
liberation, its importance for the revolutionary movement 
must be dealt with. 

7. The fundamental conclusions that must be drawn 
from the Vietnam experience, one of the turning points 
of world history. 

The strength of the national liberation struggle; and 
the fundamental obstacle that the program of "socialism 
in one country" is to its victorious culmination; the limits 
of American imperialism, at home and abroad; and the 
role of Soviet, Chinese, and Vietnamese Stalinism must 
be assessed. 

8. The changes that have occurred inside ~merican 
capitalism. 

The new problems that the American capitalists face 
at home; the main features of the evolving radicaliza
tion, its potential for deepening, its contradictions, and 
its significance in world politics today and for the com
ing world socialist revolution must be indicated. 

The document must take note of the difficulties facing 
the American ruling class in view of the current mili
tary, economic, diplomatic, and domestic political rela
tions that have developed; the American ruling class, 
for all its power, does not have the capacity to grant 
the improvement in the quality of life necessary to con
tain and decisively roll back the radicalization that has 
begun. 

9. The fundamentally new stage of the class struggle 
in capitalist Europe. 

There is a new stage in the crisis of leadership of the 
European proletariat, and the European workers face a 
situation today different from that of either 1963 or 1968. 

These are the major developments that must be con
sidered in a concentrated programmatic way. They show 
how dramatically the class struggle has evolved since 
1963. 

Continuing crisis of leadership 
We will also have to draw up a balance sheet of the 

continuing crisis of world leadership of the proletariat: 
the Maoist Stalinist leadership, the Moscow Stalinist lead
ership, the guerrillaist leadership of OLAS, the petty-bour
geois nationalist leaderships of the Nasserist type, and 
of course, the balance sheet on· the progress and problems 
of the world party of socialist revolution, the Fourth 
International. 

Nixon contends that we are heading into a period of 
peaceful coexistence 'in the world. To the degree that there 
are problems, he thinks, they are going to come from the 
little fellows and (with Brezhnev and Mao's collabora
tive acquiescence) he will be able to whip them into line 
pretty easily. 

The whole perspective includes extended class peace at 
home. Nixon may see a few potential trouble spots ahead, 
but he is sure that with the help of "reasonable" gentle
men like Secretary of Labor Peter Brennan and United 
Steel Workers President I. W. Abel, the ruling class will 
gain needed time to restore its rightful place in the world. 
With reasonableness and collaboration on both sides at 
home and abroad, he mistakenly assumes stability will 
be readily attained. 

In the coming period, those heading up the regimes 
of the Soviet Union and China, the heads of the big 
Communist and Social-Democratic parties in Asia, Eu
rope, and Latin America, or the bureaucratic misleaders 
of American labor will try to· turn the detente to account 
in advancing their own interests. We should have no 
illusions about that. 

The American labor bureaucrats have their class-col
laborationist and narrowly nationalist answer to the prob
lems American labor faces. Their answer is protection
ism business unionism, reliance on political "friends" in 
public office, cannibal unionism, increased lobbying, union 
officials in government posts, and long-term no-strike 
agreements. All the incapacities and criminal inclinations 
of these rotten layers will be exposed. · . · 

But Nixon fails to take into account certain pitfalls. 
The very steps the capitalists must take ·to try to get 
themselves out of the historical contradictions in which 
they find themsel~es will demolish the national and in
ternational class peace they seek to establish. 

The most elusive culprit remains the built-in contra
dictions of the capitalist system. That is one "subversive" 
they can never put in jail. 

There will be no lack of revolutionary upheavals. What 
is posed for us is the same question that has been central 
for our epoch: the question of leadership. 

Our problem still remains the same as stated by Trotsky 
in the first sentence in the Transitional Program. "The 
world political situation as a whole is chiefly character
ized by a historical crisis of the leadership of the pro
letariat. n 

A new generation is now coming to understand more 
concretely what that statement implies. The absence of 
a world Leninist leadership weighs heavily as the class 
struggle heats up, as new sectors of the class struggle 

Red flag flies over occupied Renault factory outside Paris in 
May 1968. In the coming period 'there will be no lack of revo
lutionary upheavals.' 

come into play, as upsurges occur in one country after 
another, as the masses continue to show their revolu
tionary capacities and combativity. 

The acuteness of the crisis of leadership is perhaps 
clearer today than ever before. The lack of a Leninist 
party constitutes the greatest single obstacle to the vic
tory of th_e world revolution. 

The various alternatives to Leninism, to Trotskyism, 
have long demonstrated their bankruptcy. The pro-Mos
cow Stalinists, the Social Democrats, the labor bureau
crats, have all continued their course of betrayal. 

But what of the various new alternatives that have 
arisen since World War II? The Yugoslav Stalinists at 
first purported to offer an internationalist alternative to 
Stalin and the Cominform -they ended up trying futilely 
to realign the neutrals and politically they are clearly 
bankrupt Peking proved bankrupt time and again-first 
at the 1955 Bandung conference with the "neutral" cap
italist countries, then in trying to rally the anti-Moscow, 
pro-Maoist Stalinists where it could find them. Now Peking 
vies with Moscow for the favor of American imperialism. 

The Castroists, to their everlasting credit, bypassed 
the Stalinists and established the first workers state in 
our hemisphere. But they too have been unequal to the 
responsibilities of international leadership, although they 
did try to extend the revolution by consistently urging 
and aiding emulation of their guerrillaist line. They set 
up OLAS, carrying their line to the world leadership 
level as best they could. They tested their guerrillaist line 
in practice; it was found wanting. The guerrilla strategy 
advanced by Castroism became one of the obstacles in 
the fight for the construction of a revolutionary lead
ership. 

The Nasserists and other petty-bourgeois nationalists
and the new lefts in various countries, who never got 
off the ground -all have been found wanting. 

There is no vanguard that is adequate other than the 
Leninist vanguard: There is no way to construct a Lenin
ist party other than through participation in the class 
struggle by the nuclei of conscious Leninists. The Stalin
ists of whatever variety, the guerrillaists, and the petty
bourgeois nationalists constitute obstacles on the path 
to the world revolution; they are obstacles to advancing 
the new working-class upsurges in Asia, Mrica, Latin 
America, Europe, and North America. They offer only 
a dead end. 

You know, we have always disagreed with Isaac 
Deutscher's choice of titles for his trilogy- The Prophet 
Armed, The Prophet Unarmed, and The Prophet Out
cast. Describing Trotsky as a prophet shows the limits 
of Deutscher, but it doesn't tell us the truth about Trotsky. 
Trotsky was not a prophet Trotsky was a revolutionary 
scientist He was not a prophet who had a vision around 
which he constructed a schema to guide _his action. That 
is a form of idealism, a form of impressionism, that 
leads to adaptationism and it is alien to Trotskyism. 
No, Trotsky wasn't a prophet He was a scientist who 
dissected the living class struggle on the basis of the prin
ciples around which a Leninist party must be built to 
lead the class struggle forward. 

We reject all the false answers, from Stalinism and So
cial Democracy to every other non-Leninist variant that 
has arisen in the postwar period. 

We must continue to build Leninist parties on the basis 
of the method outlined in the Transitional Program 
adopted by the founding conference of the Fourth Inter
national in 1938, which was a continuation and extension 
of a century of Marxist analysis and practice. We reaf
firmed that programmatic view in 1963 and continue to 
reaffirm it today. 

Our view, from the very beginning, has been that the 
duty of the Fourth International is to be clear on this 
question above all else. 

We fight to maintain the established Leninist norms 
of party building. 

We view the construction of Leninist parties not as a 
preferable method but as the necessary method to lead 
the workers to victory and to guarantee that victory. 
That is the road we are determined to follow. 



Wounded Knee trial: the case for acquittal 
By LEE GEARHART 
ST. PAUL, Minn.- It was midwinter 
-seven months ago-when U.S. at
torneys stood before federal judge 
Fred Nichol ·in a packed courtroom 
and vowed to prove that the two lead
ers of the American Indian Movement 
were guilty of 10 felony counts. 

Fifty witnesses took the stand dur
ing courtroom testimony that lasted 
98 days and fills tens of thousands 
of pages in the official court tran
script. 

The government's case, which con
cluded at the end of July, is more 
than flimsy. It's an absolute scandal. 

Not a single government witness 
was able to testify that they saw de
fendants Dennis Banks and Russell 
Means commit any crime alleged in 
the 10-count federal indictment! 

"I think the government brief as 
much as concedes that they have pro
duced no evidence on any of the sub-· 
stantive counts," defense attorney Ken
neth Tilsen said in a Militant interview. 

"The government is proceeding on 
an original and unique theory for 
criminal liability, for which there is 
no legal precedent," Tilsen said. "Their 
theory is that Russell and Dennis were 
leaders and therefore by their lead
ership role were guilty of aiding and 
abetting. 

"What they are seeking," Tilsen 
added, "is a novel and expansive in
terpretation of the law of conspiracy." 

In a brief submitted by the defense 
Aug. 5, a powerful case is made for 
acquittal on all counts. Following oral 
arguments, U.S. District Judge Fred 
Nichol is expected to consider the mo-

ity ence at Wounded Knee belongs to government. Above, 
file past armored personnel carrier supplied by Army. 

tions and rule sometime this month. 
A central issue is that Banks and 

·Means, in participating in last year's 
seizure of Wounded Knee, S.D., were 
exercising their basic civil liberties in 
advocating fundamental changes in 
U.S. treatment of American Indians. 

The brief states: "Defendants in this 
case and the other associated prose
cutions have been clearly discrimi
nated against because they are Amer
ican Indians and because they have 
joined together and raised their 
voices, as is their First Amendment 
right, against the treatment of their 
people by governmental bodies. The 
sole effort of the United States gov
ernment has been toward prosecuting 
those who believe in and follow a 
concept of Indian self-determination 
on Indian land .... " 

The prosecutions have not been 
brought, the defense brief says, "in the 
interests of the American people, but 
are being used as a tool to harass 
in an attempt to crush the American 
Indian Movement and others seek
ing change." 

The brief adds, "It would be a 
travesty for the defendants to be found 
guilty upon the evidence presented." 

The defense brief shows that the gov
ernment has not proven any of its 
charges. No evidence was presented 
that Means and Banks broke into or 
stole from the trading post at Wounded 
Knee; assaulted anyone; interfered 
with federal officers; possessed Molo
tov cocktails; stole an automobile; or 
conspired to commit illegal acts. 

'fhe brief also observes that while 
the defendants are being prosecuted 
for standing up for Indian rights, their 
opponents, including white ranchers, 
committed crimes and have not been 
prosecuted. 

The defense brief reminds the court 
that the 1868 Sioux treaty provides 
that the government cannot take In
dians from Sioux territory and prose-

cute them until Indians designated by 
the Indian tribe have heard the case. 
This has not been done. Further, it 
has been shown that the intent of the 
defendants was enforcement of treaty 
rights, and therefore no criminal in
tent was involved, another reason why 
all charges should be dismissed. 

Army brass to 
testify at trial 

ST. PAUL, Minn.- Four high
ranking U.S. military officials have 
been subpoenaed to testify at the 
Wounded Knee trial about involve
ment of the Defense Department and 
the Army at Wounded Knee, S.D., 
last year. 

The defense contends that mili
tary involvement at Wounded Knee 
was illegal because it came with
out a presidential order. It could 
be grounds for dismissal of charges 
against AIM leaders and others on 
trial here. 

Expected to testify this month at 
a special hearing on military in
volvement are: Colonel Valerie 
Warner, chief of staff, 82nd Air Bat
talion; Kenneth Belieu, assistant 
secretary of the Army; Roland 
Gleazer, head of the Directorate of 
Military Support; and Colonel Jack 
Potter, chief of the logistics section, 
6th Army. 

Material turned over to the de
fense indicates that hundreds of 
thousands of rounds of ammuni
tion were supplied to federal au
thorities at Wounded Knee by the 
Department of Defense. Also sup
plied were rifles, flares, armored 
personnel carriers, grenades, tear 
gas, helicopters and crews, and 
large amounts of support equip
ment. 

L.A. cops hide truth about SLA massacre 
By HARRY RING 
LOS ANGELES- Were two of the en
trapped Symbionese Liberation Army 
members shot down by Los Angeles 
police while they were trying to sur
render during the May 17 police 
shootout? 

This possibility_ is raised by the 
American Civil Liberties Union (AC
L U) of Southern California in a spe
cial analysis of a police report on 
the shootout in which the six SLAers 
died. 

Intended to whitewash the police role 
in the incident, the police report of
fers added evidence that their intent 
was to massacre the SLAers and that 
there was no concern for the safety 
of the Black community where the 
police attack occurred. 

The ACL U is now demanding a pub
lic probe of the entire affair. 

The study of the police report was 
made for the ACL U by attorney Leo
nard Weinglass, co-counsel in the Chi
cago Eight and Ellsberg-Russo trials. 

The police report discloses for the 
first time that two of the SLAers, Nancy 
Ling Perry and Camilla Hall, were 
shot down outside the house after the 
cops set it ablaze. The police now 
assert that the two women were 
gunned down while trying to shoot 
their way out. 

The W einglass study punctures the 
police claim that there was concern 
for the residents of the area. A map 
appended to the police report shows 
the neighboring houses that were 
evacuated. 

The police had moved in nearly 
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four hours before they opened their 
attack, but the first evacuations did 
not begin until minutes before the 
shootout began and most of these 
evacuations did not occur until the 
attack was well under way. 

The SLAers were given eight min
utes to surrender before the cops 
opened fire. The official report asserts 
this short warning was necessary be
cause nightfall was approaching and 
they feared the SLAers might escape. 

But, Weinglass points out, earlier 
when the cops mistakenly moved in on 
an empty· house, they also gave only 
an eight-minute warning, even though 
it was broad daylight. 

The police report further acknow
ledges that the only instrument used 
to communicate with the occupants of 
the house was a low-volume, hand
held bullhorn. 

The 140-page police report also care
fully avoids mentioning that there was 
a working telephone in the house with 
a publicly listed number under the 
name of the tenant. 

It was only when confronted at a 
news conference that thepoliceacknow
ledged the existence of a working 
phone in the house. 

Why didn't they use the phone? Be
cause, a police spokesman explained, 
they thought they would use tear gas 
first and then try to reach the SLA
ers by phone! 

The police report discloses that 80 
tear gas projectiles were fired into the 
tiny cottage, which had floor space 
equal to the size of a living room 
25-by-30 feet. 

Queried by reporters, police ac
knowledged that pouring that number 
of projectiles into the house created an 
incendiary condition and that this was 
the reason they had fire engines stand
ing by. 

But the four fire trucks on the scene 
were not permitted by the police to 
go into action until after the roof and 
walls had collapsed. By then it was 
pretty certain that everyone inside had 
been shot, gassed, or roasted to death. 

The inadvertant admissions of the 
police report give added credence to 
the charge originally leveled by the 
Citizens Research and Investigation 
Committee (CRIC) that the L.A. po-

l. A. Black Panthers under arrest in 1969. 
Did cops want Cinque dead because he 
knew too much about their persecution? 

lice wanted Donald DeFreeze (Cinque) 
dead, not dead or alive. 

A week before the massacre this 
charge was publicly made by author 
Donald Freed, principal spokesperson 
for CRIC. He said the cops wanted 
Cinque dead because he had served as 
an informer for the L.A. police in the 

late 1960 s and they feared that if 
he were captured alive he might make 
disclosures damaging to them. 

CRIC established that DeFreeze had 
informed on an associate to the L.A. 
cops when arrested by them in 1967 
and that he escaped prosecution. CRIC 
asserts that DeFreeze functioned as an 
informer for the L.A. Police Depart
ment (LAPD) for several years there
after. 

His police record shows that on nine 
separate occasions he was picked up 
on various weapons possession 
charges but was not sent to prison 
until after he.was wounded in an ex
change of gunfire outside a Bank 
America branch. 

According to CRIC, Cinquehasbeen 
identified as a police informer by 
Louis Tackwood, who surfaced as an 
L.A. police informer in 1971. 

DeFreeze was_ originally arrested by 
Ronald Farr, who was named by 
Tackwood as his superior in the se
cret Criminal Conspiracy Section of 
the LAPD. 

If in fact DeFreeze did function in 
the Black community as a police in
former in the 1967-69 period there 
could be good reason why police did 
not want him around to talk about 
it. 
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TEACHERS: Shanker-Selden fight 

... what alternative to Shankerism in AFT? 
Continued from poge 32 

The issue . that has most indelibly 
marked Albert Shanker's foul career 
has been his opposition to the de
mands of Black and Puerto Rican 
communities in New York City to have 
control of their schools. In 1968 
Shanker led a nine-week city-wide 
strike against a small group of par
ents and community school board 
members who were trying to improve 
one of the city's most impoverished 
school districts, Ocean Hill-Browns
ville. 

In order to compel the firing of the 
local superintendent· and to defeat 
pending legislation on decentralizing 
the city's schools, Shanker attempted 
to close d-own all of New York's 900 
school buildings. The strike ended in 
a stalemate when it became clear that 
it was opposed by almost every Black 
and Puerto Rican organization in the 
city, from the Urban League and the 
NAACP to the Black Panther Party, 
as well as by significant unions. 

Throughout the strike Shanker 
claimed that the issue was the "fir
ing" of 17, and later 68, teachers. In 
fact, the teachers were transferred by 
the community school board to the 
central office of the board of educa
tion. 

Thousands of teachers were either 
transferred or fired in New York 
schools each year, often because of 
their views on issues such as the Viet
nam war. The UFT never made it 
a point to defend these teachers. The 
issue of due process was raised only 
when a predominantly Black and 
Puerto Rican school board sought to 
exercise those rights that were enjoyed 
by their white counterparts through
out the city. 

Rather than ally with the Black and 
Puerto Rican communities, which have 
long been the chief victims of a r\cist 
school system, the Shanker leader
ship chose to pit the union against 
them. And to this day Selden publicly 
supports the actions taken by Shank
er during the Ocean Hill-Brownsville 
strike. 

NEA-AFT merger 
The issue that finally led to the split 

between Selden and Shanker involved 
one of the most important questions 
facing teachers in the United States, 
the merger of the AFT and the NEA 

Merger negotiations were in i-~ ,_cess 
at the time the Shanker majority on 
the AFT executive board called for 
Selden's resignation. The Shanker 
forces preferred to delay the talks un
til Shanker himself became president 

SELDEN: Didn't complain about Shank
er's policies until Shanker moved to re
place him. 
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Ocean Hill-Brownsville students entering school during UFT's racist 1968 strike. Instead of working to win Black and Puerto 
Rican communities to an alliance with teachers, Shanker has pitted the. union against these oppressed. · 

of ..the AFT. Selden, seeing that his 
future as an AFT leader was bleak, 
tried to conclude an alliance with NEA 
officials to preserve a position for him
self before the Shanker ax fell. 

He met secretly with NEA represen
tatives in an effort to induce them to 
make merger proposals· that the 
Shankerites would find embarrassing 
but wou-ld have to accept because they 
would be in keeping with the AFT's 
position on merger. Selden's strategy 
failed when NEA officials refused to 
accept any formula including AFL
CIO affiliation and blew the whistle 
on his secret talks. 

What the intrigue demonstrated was 
that both Shanker and Selden are 
more concerned with their personal 
position and their ability to maneuver 
than with the urgent need to merge 
the two teacher organizations into the 
country's largest union. 

AFL-CIO affiliation 
The main issue preventing merger 

is the question of affiliation with the 
AFL-CIO; on this neither Selden nor 
Shanker. is willing to budge. Both have 
taken~ to using "unity" rhetoric to split 
off as many chapters or sections of 
the, NEA as possible. 

However, the NEA need not prove 
its labor affiliation by joining the 
AFL-CIO any more than the Team
sters, the United Auto Workers, the 
United Electrical Workers, the West 
Coast Longshoremen's Union, and 
the United Mine Workers have to 
prove theirs by doing the same. 

The NEA is a rapidly changing 
organiZation reflecting in large part 
the same increased teacher militancy 
that prompted the rapid growth of the 
AFT during the past 10 years. It 
is now clearly on the path to teacher 
unionism, despite the unevenness in 
its development. Of the 144 teacher 
strikes in the U.S. last year, for ex
ample, some 120 were led by theNEA 

A real merger strategy today re
quires that the full energies of the 
NEA and AFT be united in joint ac
tion to defend teachers from the 
mounting attacks on their salaries, 
working conditions, and on public ed
ucation in general. If the only way 
this can be accomplished is by the 
AFT dropping the requirements of af
filiation with the AFL-CIO, this step 
must be taken. If teachers in. a merged 
organization .then desire at somE!_ fu
ture point to affiliate with the AFL
CIO, they can always vote to do so. 

Unfortunately, neither the leader
ship of the NEA nor that of the AFT 

approaches the merger in such a way 
as to exercise the real strength of 
teachers in.the labor movement. 

Reliance on the politicians of the 
Democratic Party has been the hall
mark of the Shanker-Seiden strategy 
for the AFT. This is best expressed 
in the current national theme articu
lated by the AFL-CIO and taken up 
by AFT officials: "Elect a Veto-proof 
Congress"- that is, more Democrats. 
This policy has resulted in consistent 
defeats for teachers and for the labor 
movement as a whole. 

In New York, Shanker-backed can-· 
didates helped pass the worst anti
teacher legislation in the United States, 
the Taylor Law, which outlaws strikes 
by public employees. So-called friends 
of labor in Congress, both Democrats 
and Republicans, joined to impose 
wage. controls on teachers, which re
sulted in wiping out all salary gains 
made since 1965. 

Bipartisan alliances in state and na
tional governments have consistently 
tried to reduce the amount of funds 
available for the schools and have 
produced an escalating barrage of 
antiteacher legislation, including at
tacks on tenure, due process, and pen
sion plans. 

The merging of the AFT and NEA 
could afford teachers a new oppor
tunity to ·rely on their own strength 
and resources in alliance with the la
bor movement as a whole. Coordi
nated teacher actions on a local, 
county, state, and even national lev
el could serve as an inspiration to 
the rest of the labor movement to do 
likewise. 

The formation of a political party 
of the labor movement based on the 
_trade unions and allied with the 
struggles of oppressed nationalities is 
also an alternative teachers must now 
begin to consider in order to protect 
their standard of living from the grow
ing encroachments by the parties of 
big business. 

Union democracy 
Albert Shanker's election to the presi

dency of the AFT will certainly indi
cate a further strengthening of bureau
cratic, conservative rule in the teach
ers union. But Selden's protestations 
to the contrary, the outgoing AFT 
president has gone along with the 
great bulk of the violations of demo
cratic norms that have become com
monplace in the AFT. 

Until the rift became public last 
year, for example, Selden never op
posed Shanker's use of unit-rule vot
ing in the New York delegation. Un-

der this practice the entire New York 
delegation must vote at conventions 
whichever way the majority- that is, 
Shanker's caucus-votes. Thus, even 
if the largest unit of the AFT was 
split 51 percent to 49 percent on a 
particular issue, the minority would 
never be registered. 

Another example of Shanker's bu
reaucratic method of operation is his 
use of the threat of termination of 
funds in cases where locals or units 
of the AFT differ with him. The pro
Shanker candidate for the presidency 
of the California Federation of Teach
ers, Larry Sibelman, is currently seek
ing support from teacher leaders on 
the basil!' that California will only be 
funded by the AFT if there is a "friend
ly" administration in the leadership 
of the state federation. 

Alternative to Shankerism 
Bureaucratic rule; blind opposition 

to the struggles of oppressed people 
for better education, total support to 
government war policies, and col
laboration with the candidates and 
parties of capital, which ties the la
bor movement to the coattails of those 
who benefit from its exploitation
these are the chief characteristics of 
Albert Shanker. 

It is clear that the candidacy of 
Selden, his former collaborator, is no 
real alternative to Shankerism. A col
lection of disconnected individuals 
having little or nothing in common 
except hatred for Shanker is no basis 
for advancing the real interests of 
teachers. The fight against Shanker
ism in the AFT can only begin with 
a clear view of an alternative capable 
of using the real power of the three 
million teachers in the U.S. 

A key component of this battle is 
the merger of the NEA and the AFT. 
This cannot be left to maneuvers at 
the top; it must flow from the con
scious efforts of teachers to unite in 
common action at the lo<;al, state, and 
national levels. 

In the course of such actions the 
question of alliances is naturally 
posed. The Shanker-Seiden strategy 
consists in tying the AFT to the twin 
parties of big business. A more realis
tic alternative would be to begin the 
process of building alliances with the 
Black and Puerto Rican communities, 
which are the chief victims of rotten 
schools, and to begin moving towards 
the construction of labor's own po
litical party. This year's AFT con
vention is a most appropriate place 
to begin a discussion of these ques
tions. 



TEACHERS: Hayward strike 

Joint action by AFT & NEA wins contract 
By JEFF MACKLER 
Five years ago it was said that the 
1,000 teachers in Hayward, Calif., 
a Bay Area city about 30 miles from 
San Francisco, were antiunion and 
against strikes. More than 95 percent 
were.members of the Hayward Unified 
Teachers Association (HUTA), an af
filiate of the National Education As
sociation (NEA). 

But this year, on May 24, 93 per
cent of the Hayward teachers closed 
down the entire school district in the 
most powerful and successful one-day 
teacher work stoppage in California 
history. The. strike was jointly orga
nized and planned by the American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) Hay
ward Local 1423 and the HUTA. 

The Hayward AFT was instru
mental in this transformation. Four 
years ago, the AFT in Hayward had 
a membership of 23, or about 2 per
cent of the teachers. At first, there 
was little support for the activities of 
the AFT, which included regular but 
small picket lines, proposals for 
written contracts, support to the strug
gles of other unions· in the area, and 
building teacher support for the move
ment against the war in Vietnam. 

As the years passed, however, and 
as conditions of employment deterio
rated, the AFT's program began to 
attract a growing number of teachers. 

The AFT beg an to build alliances 
with the Hayward community, par
ticularly with the growing number of 
activists in Chicano organizations. 
The AFT successfully defended the 
jobs of fired Chicano school aides and 
worked closely with the United Farm 
Workers ( UFW). Its membership 

voted to support a UFW organizer 
in the area and set up meetings for 
the UFW in the schools. 

The AFT's approach to the HUTA 
consistently avoided factional attacks. 
Although almost all union proposals 
for joint actions were rejected by the 
association in the first years, it b~gan 
to become clear that the HUTA leader-
ship's rejection of realistic proposals 
for united actions was not in keeping 
with the desire of teachers to fight to 
defend their jobs. As a result the union 
membership grew to more than 350 
and the association membership de
clined correspondingly. 

In the spring of 1974,. Hayward 
teachers began to demonstrate that the 
continuing deterioration in their work
ing conditions (real wages had fallen 
nearly 11 percent during a five-year 
period) and the growing arrogance 
of the local school board would not 
be tolerated. Teachers began to openly 
discuss the possibility of striking. 

The HUTA soon began to reflect 
this growing militancy, and for the 
first time the AFT and HUTA jointly 
prepared a course of action. 

A deadline was set for the board 
of education to respond to the joint 
contract demands of the AFT and 
HUTA. When the first deadline ex-
pired, a mass meeting of all teachers 
was called. The 750 teachers attend-
ing voted by a 90 percent margin to 
reject the board's position. Another 
meeting was set for the following week. 
If the teachers again rejected the 
board's position, they would vote 
whether or not to begin strike action. 

A few days b~fore this final strike 
vote occurred the board itself called 

a meeting to present its side of the 
negotiations. More than 1,000 teach
ers and parents attended the meeting, 
and when the agenda items covering 
the negotiations opened, two represen
tatives of the AFT and two from the 
HUTA spoke. When their remarks 
were completed, all 1,000 people in the 
auditorium rose and walked out. Re
maining in the room were only a 
handful of school administrators and 
principals. 

On May 22, 850 teachers voted 
overwhelmingly to strike the district 
for one day and to begin a full strike 
when school opens in September if 
their demands are not met. Their 
picket line·s on May 24 were supported 
by representatives of the UFW and 
members of the Chicano community. 

A few weeks after the strike the Hay
ward Unified School District agreed 
to most of the teachers' demands and 
preparation of a written contract be
gan. The contract will provide for 
an 8.5 percent salary increase, two 
full preparation periods for all ele
mentary school teachers, and the es
tablishment of maximum class size 
levels. The contract will also provide 
for significant improvement in fringe , 
benefits and extra-duty pay, the place
ment of child-care teachers and nurses 
on the teacher salary schedule, and the 
establishment of 11 written policies 
governing such things as transfers, 
grievances, maternity leaves, and 
leaves of absence. 

While Hayward teachers are in 
agreement that their contract still 
leaves much to be desired, they know 
that the gains they made were won 
solely because of their unity and mili
tancy. Although they were compelled 

to drop the key demand for an es
calator clause, there is growing recog
nition that such a cost-of-living provi
sion is essential in future agreements. 

California's first collective bargain
ing law is expected to be passed in the 
coming year. This will set off a series 
of election contests across the ·state 
between NEA and AFT affiliates. The 
experience of Hayward teachers will 
help in maintaining unity regardless 
of which organization wins the collec
tive bargaining election. But it is be
coming more and more obvious that 
all teachers belong in the same organi
zation, despite the factionalism often 
encouraged by the state and national 
leaders of the NEA and AFT. 

ers on strike. Hay
ward strike will help inspire other teach
ers to organize and fight. 

A fighting program for teacher unionists 
Teachers and public education are un
der attack around the country. 

With prices rising faster than 10 
percent a year, the real buying pow
er of teachers' wages has fallen . .!?lead
ing lack of funds, school boards re
fuse to grant wage increases that 
would match inflation. 

By claiming that higher pay for 
teachers would mean a greater tax 
burden for homeowners and other 
working people, school boards try to 
pit teachers unions against "the pub
lic." 

In the name of economizing, "great
er productivity" is demanded. Teach
ers must take on more classes per 
week, more students per class, with 
less paid school time for lesson prep
aration. "Then teachers get blamed for 
the poor quality of education! 

State and federal funds for educa-
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tion are being cut back. Even when 
allocations are maintained at the same 
dollar amounts, riSing costs mean 
they have been cut in real buying 
power. 

The hardest hit are Black and other 
minority students. Special programs 
for oppressed youth, such as bilingual 
programs for the Spanish-speaking, 
are the first to be wiped out. With 
educational financing dependent on lo
cal property taxes, poor and especial
ly minority communities are con
demned to permanently inadequate 
school facilities. 

Minority parents are denied a voice 
in determining what and how their 
childred will be taught. Racist training 
and hiring practices mean therearetoo 
few Black and other minority teachers. 

At the same time, teacher unemploy
ment is rising, providing a pool of 

desperate, job-hungry teachers who 
may be recuited to break strikes. 

In most states, teachers' strikes are 
illegal. If teachers struggle for better 
wages and working conditions, they 
may be fined, jailed, or fired. Horton
ville and Timberlane show how these 
laws are being used to jeopardize the 
very right to organize. 

To meet these attacks, a program 
for joint action by teacher unionists 
of both the NEA and the AFT, to
gether with the oppressed minorities, 
is urgently needed: 

• Decent wages for all teachers and 
other school employees. An escalator 
clause in all contracts to ensure that 
paychecks keep pace with the rising 
cost of living. No support to any type 
of wage controls. 

• Repeal all antistrike and anti
union legislation, including the Taylor 
Law in New York and the federal 
Taft-Hartley law. No restrictions on 
the right of teachers and other public 
employees to organize and strike. No 
support to compulsory arbitration 
schemes that curtail this right. 

• Cut class sizes to put every jobless 
teacher to work and improve the qual
ity of education. Full federal unem
ployment compensation for every 
teacher not placed in a classroom. 

• Full federal funding of public ed
ucation, to provide free education for 
all from kindergarten through the un
iversity level. Take the tax burden for 
education off working people: tax the 
corporate profiteers, the banks, and 
the wealthy. Withdraw all U.S. forces 
from foreign lands and use the $100-

billion war budget for education and 
other socially necessary programs. 

e A special.crash program to build 
new, fully equipped and adequately 
staffed schools in the Black, Chicano, 
and Puerto Rican communities. Admin
istration of this crash program, as 
well as determining the curriculum, 
hiring personnel and making decisions 
about other aspects of running the 
schools are the right of the people in 
these oppressed communities. Teacher 
unionists should unconditionally sup
port the right of oppressed communi
ties to control their own educational 
system. 

e Full support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment for women, for equal pay 
for equal work, and for paid mater
nity leaves. Federal funding for child
care centers available to all children. 

• Support free speech and assembly 
for students, their right to form polit
ical organizations and participate in 
political activities. Get all cops out of 
the schools and classrooms. 

e Teachers confront the government 
directly as their employer. Bitter ex
perience shows that the Democrats and 
Republicans have no interest in qual
ity education or the welfare ofteachers. 
Their commitment is to the profits of 
the monopolies and banks, and to the 
profit system. Teachers unions should 
give no support to these parties of 
war, racism, and strikebreaking, but 
should support independent political 
action and the formation of a labor 
party. Through such an independent 
labor party teachers and other work
ing people could effectively fight for 
their interests in the political arena. 
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TEACHERS: Oppressed minorities 

Quotas: 'discrimination in reverse' 
or a step toward genuine equality? 
By CATARINO GARZA 
Of the 1.1 million pupils in the New 
York City public schools, 36 percent 
are Black and 23 percent are Puerto 
Rican and other Spanish-speaking na
tionalities. But the overwhelming ma
jority of teachers are white. 

Should some form of preference be 
given to hiring of Black and Puerto 
Rican teachers, such as a quota sys
tem, to correct this disgraceful im
balance? 

The justice of the demand for pref
erential treatment of Blacks and other 
oppressed minorities is simple. Quotas 

Catarina Garza is a· bilingual 
teacher in New York City and a 
member of the United Federation 
of Teachers. 

are a step- a small step, and long 
overdue- toward overcoming the ef
fects ot years of discrimination. This 
is why demands for quotas should be 
supported by white teachers and the 
entire labor movement. 

Shanker's racist campaign 
However, Albert Shanker, head of 

New York City's United Federation 
of Teachers and soon to be president 
of the American Federation of Teach
ers as well, is spearheading a cam
paign against quotas or any other 
special treatment of minorities. 

In his union-paid column in the New 
York Times and in the pages of th,e 
New York Teacher, Shanker constant
ly' lashes out at quotas as "racism" 
and "discrimination in reverse." 

While Shanker raises many argu
ments, they all boil down to two fun
damental contentions: 1) that quotas 
mean "discrimination" against whites, 
and 2) that quotas violate the "merit" 
system and will therefore mean a "de
terioration in the quality of services. n 

Reading Shanker's positions, one is 
struck by the fact that they all hide the 
reality of existing racist oppression 
behind abstractions about universal 
equality in a mythical free society. 

'Merif system? 
Anyone who has ever tried to get 

a job as a teacher in New York knows 
the'"merit" system is a bad joke. New 
teachers must trudge from school to 
school seeking interviews with the 
principals. But if they have a friend 
or relative in a school in which a posi
tion is open, the route becomes much 
easier. 

Even better, if they have a relative 
who is a principal, they don't have to 
trudge or even go for an interview. 
This system certainly cannot be called 
a 'merit" system. 

But there*s even more to it To get 
a regular teaching position in New 
York City, a state teaching license is 
not enough. One must also pass a spe
cial examination by the city board of 
education. 

This exam is being challenged in 
. court by Black and Puerto Rican par
ents and teachers, backed up by the 
New York Civil Liberties Union and 
others. 

They have shown that the test is 
culturally biased against Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans, who are consequently 
discriminated against in hiring. As 
David Seeley, director of the Public 
Education Association, said, "These 
tests do· not predict who will be good 
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teachers. They do not separate good 
teachers from bad; what they do is 
separate white from nonwhite;" 

Nevertheless, the UFT leadership 
has gone to court on the side of the 
board of education and its racist 
exam. What Shanker is defe!lding is 
not a "merit" system hut a white job
trust· system that perpetuates the exclu
sion of Blacks and Puerto Ricans. 

Bilingual teaching 
· The same job-trust mentality under
lies the UFT leadership's opposition 
to the hiring of more bilingual teach
ers. Its position paper on the subject 
shows an ethnic bias that is almost 
incredible. 

It says: "The United Federation of 
Teachers supports English language 
instruction for non-English speaking
students. It also supports basic skills 

Suddenly the victims of discrimina
tion have been turned into the crim
inals! There are plenty of ''monocul
tural classes" in New York, all right
and in every one of them the culture 
is white and English-speaking. 

Instead of granting that oppressed 
minorities do have "a right to operate 
their own classrooms, with their own 
teachers and language," the UFT lead
ership seeks to preserve a system that 
forces these children to be taught by 
teachers who are monolingual and 
culturally deprived so far as the chil
dren's culture is concerned. 

What about the children? 
Imagine Spanish-speaking children 

coming into a school where their lan
guage is treated as so unimportant 
that their "superiors" don't bother to 
learn it and often can't even pro
nounce the children's names correctly. 
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UFT teachers during 1968 strike against right of Black and Puerto Rican communities 
to control their schools. Shanker is Interested In maintaining UFT as white job trust. 

instruction in the child's native lan
guage until English can be learned." 
(Emphasis added.) 

And then what? Learning and lan
guage are acquisitions that should be 
enriched all through life. According to 
Shanker, however, once English bas 
been learned, there is no longer any 
need to learn in or to use the child's 
native language. 

After this perfunctory nod toward 
bilingualism, the UFT position paper 
launches its real attack: "Some, who 
have nationalist political inclinations, 
would like to see these children segre
gated into monocultural classes taught 
by teachers of the same nationality. 
. . . believing that those of a given . 
nationality have a right to operate 
their own classrooms, with their own 
teachers and language. . . . In es
pousiJ:!.g cultural and nationality defi
nitions they have pushed for quota 
hiring policies based on these same 
categories." 

Because of the teacher's language 
handicap the children are often mis
understood and can't perform the way 
the teacher expects. 

In addition to the academic disad
vantages there are the psychological 
blows inflJcted by teachers who de
spise the children and their parents 
for being poverty-stricken ghetto resi
dents. The children are supposed to 
look up to the school personnel. When 
there is practically no one among the 
staff who can relate to their experi
ences, their language, and the racism 
they suffer from every day, the dam
age to . their self-esteem and interest 
in learning is incalculable. 

The result? Fifty-three percent of 
New York City's Puerto Rican stu
dent p<;»pulation drops out before com
pleting high school. One study found 
that of the 19,518 pupils suspended in 
the 1972-73 school year, 85.9 percent 
were Black, Puerto· Rican, or other. 
oppressed minorities. 

The UFT leadership is trying to halt 
the hiring of bilingual teachers who 
have not passed the city's discrimina
tory exam. It says: "As a result of the 
present separate examination system, 
many teachers are being hired who do 
not, in fact, have English proficiency." 

This claim is simply absurd. The 
people Shanker is talking about have 
graduated from c·ollege and possess, 
for the most part, state teaching li
censes. But Shanker says their English 
is not good enough. 

Instead he proposes that teachers 
now holding the New York City li
cense receive language training to 
qualify for "an ancillary certificate in 
the second language." They would 
then be the bilingual teachers. 

While it would not hurt these older 
white teachers to learn Spanish, how 
many would actually volunteer to do 
so is certainly open to question. More
over, who will judge who is to be 
granted these "ancillary certificates?" 
Romance language departments of the 
colleges? The board of examiners? 
The UFT? Or the Puerto Rican com
munity? 

What if the examiner demands that 
the Spanish of the teachers be as per
fect as the English the UFT wants? 
Spanish-speaking children have a 
right to learn and be taught in proper 
Spanish as much as in English. 

Shanker fights for privilege 
Shanker's stand on bilingual educa

tion is a good illustration of what the 
quotas debate is really all about. 
Shanker exploits white teachers' fears 
about losing their jobs to pit them 
against Black and Puerto Rican teach
ers and parents. His charge of "dis
crimination in· reverse" against whites 
is a cover-up for his attempt to main
tain relative privileges for whites at 
the expense of Blacks and Puerto 
Ricans. . 

But no bilingual teacher, for exain
ple, need take another teacher's job. 
The children need both. The correct 
road for the teachers union is to rally 
teachers, parents, and students to fight 
for better education through more 
funding, more bilingual programs, 
more teachers, and smaller classes. 

Samuel Ethridge, teachers' rights di
rector of the National Education As
sociation, has called for hiring 13,-
706 Spanish-speaking teachers and 
15,375 Black teachers in New York 
City to make the proportion of mi
nority teachers the same as that of 
students. 

Imagine what would happen if this 
could be done. Wouldn't that be a 
glorious day for education in New 
York City? It would not answer all 
the problems, but it could lead to es
tablishing a real coalition of teachers 
with the communities. 

It is precisely the specter of so many 
Black and Puerto Rican teachers that 
frightens Shanker and makes him 
fight to prevent that day from ever 
dawning. He argues for hiring that is 
"color blind" and based on "merit," 
knowing full well that Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans live in the poorest areas, 
go to the worst schools, have the hard
est time getting into college, and for all 
these· reasons have the hardest time 
getting hired as teachers. 

Quotas alone can't end this vi~ious 
cycle of oppression- it will take a 
complete reorganization o( society to 

.. do that- but they can be a start. 



TEACHERS: Community control 

... the real issues in NY's school District 1 
Continued from page 32 
speak no English at all, 4,000 who 
speak it so hesitantly they cannot be 
understood. Understood by whom? 
By their teachers. In September 
[1972], when I came to District 1, 
there were over 800 regular teachers 
in the 20 schools of our district. Six 
spoke Spanish. One, Chinese. Our 
teachers and students can't even talk 
to each other." 

It is this situation that has made 
the demand for Spanish- and Chinese
language and multicultural programs 
in the district's schools a central de
mand of the Black, Puerto Rican, and 
Chinese communities. These commu
nities are also fighting for the demo
cratic right to cdntrol the schools they 
use. 

In 1967, three experimental "com
munity control" projects were estab
lished in New York City. When one of 
these districts- Ocean-Hill Browns
ville- tried to hire Black and Puerto 
Rican teachers and establish some new 
teaching methods, the UFT leadership 
called a strike in 1968. 

The city-wide strike of the 90 per
cent white UFT against a community 
school board in the Black section of 
Brooklyn did much to weaken the 
union. Within a year of the strike 
20,000 teachers, including most of the 
Black teachers, had left the union. 
During the strike 11,000 teachers, ally
ing themselves with the Black and 
Puerto Rican communities, crossed the 
picket lines with parents and students 
and kept many schools open. 

After the strike the state legislature 
passed a decentralization law as a 
concession to the Black and Puerto 
Rican communities. The claim that 
the law gives control of the schools 
to the local communities, however, is 
a hoax. Most of the power remains 
in the hands of the central board. 

What the Black, Puerto Rican, and 
Chinese communites in District 1 have 
done is use decentralization as a weap
on to fight for real control. 

In the first community school board 
election in 1970, a UFT-backed slate 
won seven of the nine seats on the 
District 1 board. One of the seven was 

Georgina Hoggard, a Puerto Rican 
who later became a dedicated leader 
of the struggle for community control. 

From 1970 to 1972 the school 
board meetings, which the law re
quires to be public, were scenes of 
large demonstrations by Black, Puerto 
Rican, Chinese, and other supporters 
of community control against the 
racist board. One by one, the UFT
backed members of the board dropped 
off. By June 1972 the community
control forces had an 8-to-1 majority 
on the board. 

One of the first things the pro-com
munity-control board did was hire 
Luis Fuentes as the district's super
intendent. Fuentes had been hired in 
1967 by the Ocean-Hill Brownsville 
board as a principal- making him 
the first Puerto Rican school principal 
in New York City's history. 

The new board moved the district 
office from the district's southern edge 
to the heart of the barrio. One hundred 

Spanish- and Chinese-speaking bilin
gual teachers were hired, and bicul
tural programs, such as Black and 
Puerto Rican studies programs, were 
established. 

And perhaps most important of all, 
the parents and students were involved 
in the decision-making process. 

·This is what the UFT leadership 
called "mob rule." The UFT tops said 
the bicultural programs taught "race 
hatred" to the students. 

In the two school board elections 
since 1970, the UFT-backed slate has 
won a majority both times- though 
each time a smaller one. The Black, 
Puerto Rican, and Chinese communi
ties, by mobilizing themselves, have 
been able to defend gains made under 
the pro-community-control board. 

In the course of the struggle in Dis
trict 1, a number of teachers have 
been won to the side of the Black, 
Puerto Rican, and Chinese communi
ties. Unfortunately, most New York 
City teachers still follow the racist lead 
of UFT President Albert Shanker. 

Shanker has played on the racist 
fears of white teachers to get their 
backing. "The teachers fear they will · 
lose their jobs," Sonia Rodriguez, a 
teacher at P. S. 20 told The Militant. 
"This is especially so in terms of the 
bilingual programs," she continued, 
"where teachers feel that since they 
speak only English, they will lose their 
jobs." 

Instead of fighting alongside the 
community for more funds to provide 
for bilingual education without endan
gering current jobs, the UF T, under 
Shanker's leadership, has fought 
against the much needed programs. 

"Last year, because of budget cuts, 
a lot of teachers were going to be 'ex
cessed,'" Claudio Tavarez, a parapro
fessional and UFT member at P. S. 
122, told The Militant. "Parents tried 
to join with the teachers to fight 
against the cutbacks, but the UFT 
leadership didn't want to unite with 
these parents, who they had been 
calling gangsters and vigilantes," Ta
varez said. 

Shanker did everything he could to 

undercut any united action between 
teachers and the community in the 
Lower East Side. He was finally able 
to work out a deal with the central 
school board by which funds ear
marked for bilingual programs would 
be used to maintain the regular teach
ing posts. This pulled the wool over 
the eyes of most of the teachers, but 
unless Shanker can come up with 
another deal, these teachers will lose 
their jobs this fall. 

It is because Shanker's racist poli
cies place the UFT in opposition to the 
just struggles of the Black, Puerto 
Rican, and Chinese people of the 
Lower East Side that these peoples 
have developed hostility toward the 
union. This is not because they are 
opposed to unions in general, or to 
gains for teachers, as the UFT leader
ship claims. 

"Unions are good," commented Ana 
Villegas when asked about the com
munity's attitude toward the UFT. "I 
belong to the UFT and I think it has 
greatly aided the teaching profession. 
But on the question of community con
trol, it acts more like a job trust than 
a union," she said. ~ 

"Teachers should identify with the 
desires and needs of the Black, Puerto 
Rican, and Chinese communities
whose sons and daughters they teach," 
says Tavarez. "These oppressed peo
ple are fighting for a better life. Teach
ers should be part of that struggle." 

Puerto Rican, Black, and Chinese 
Community Control in New York City 
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Detroit teachers burned by arbitration 
By MICHAEL HILLS 
DETROIT- Teachers here are under 
intense pressure to accept a proposed 
new contract with the Detroit board 
of education. 

This contract, written by a state 
mediation board, provides for an in
adequate wage increase and no im
provements in working conditions. It 
also introduces an antiunion "account
ability" scheme. 

Michael Hills is a member of the 
Highland Park, Mich., Federation 
of Teachers, Local 681. 

In an attempt to make sure teachers 
don't strike this fall for better terms, 
Michigan Governor William Milliken, 
Mayor Coleman Young, local busi
nessmen, and officials of the United 
Auto Workers and the Metropolitan 
Detroit AFL-CIO have all demanded 
that teachers approve the contract. 

Detroit Federation of Teachers 
(DFT) ·President Mary Ellen Riordan 
and the DFT executive board have 
also recommended acceptance of the 
mediated pact. 

The situation Detroit teachers face 
now results from the way last fall's 
strike was conducted and the terms 
on which it was settled. Teachers 
struck then for· 43 days, th·e longest 
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teachers strike in Detroit history. 
Despite the solidarity shown by the 

teachers and the support by students 
and parents, they achieved at best a 
defensive standoff. Over the opposi
tion of a large minority of union 
members, reflected by an even split 
of the DFT executive board, Riordan 
rammed through a proposal to ac
cept binding arbitration. 

The arbitrators did not even give 
teachers the language of the contract 
until the day that the contract year 
ended. When they did, the fears of 
those who had opposed arbitration 
were amply born out. 

Teachers had started out demand
ing a 9. 7 percent wage increase and 
a cost-of-living clause. The cost-of-liv
ing demand was dropped even before 
arbitration, and teachers were award
ed only an 8 percent increase. The 
proposed contract for next year again 
offers 8 percent. 

The striking teachers had also 
called for class sizes to be limited to 
35. The arbitration panel agreed to 
a limit of 34 from kindergarten 
through fourth grade, and 35 in the 
higher grades. The limits were never 
put into effect, however, and classes 
still include up to 40 students. Despite 
the overcrowding, 2,000 teachers were 
laid off when the contract year ended. 

The proposed new contract simply 
calls for implementing the previously 
awarded class limits. The only men
tion of the laid-off teachers is that 
their recall may be ''negotiated." 

When DFT members narrowly 
voted to accept arbitration and end 
their strike last fall, they had been 
hit by court orders ruling their strike 
illegal and imposing huge fines on 

the union. In trying to overcome the 
grave problems posed for teacher 
unionists by antistrike laws govern
ing public employees, some union 
leaders have pressed for new laws 
that would include arbitration pro
visions as an alternative to strikes. 

But the experience in Detroit-like 
many others- shows that arbitration 

~ontinued on page 30 

Militant/linda Nordquist 
Detroit students demonstrate in support of teachers during 1973 strike 
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In Review 
The pillage 
of Latin 
America 
Open Veins of Latin America: 
Five Centuries in the Pillage of 
a Continent by Eduardo Galeano. 
Monthly Review Press. New York, 
1973. Paper, $3.95. 

In the Western Hemisphere we grew 
up being taught that in this part of 
the world there are the poor countries, 
which have always been poor, and 
then there is the United States, which 
has always somehow produced all the 
wealth. Open Veins of Latin America 
is written for anyone and everyone 
who knows little or nothing of Latin 
America except that they have been 
lied to. 

This is the second book of Galeano's 
to be published, the first being Gua
temala: Occupied Country. It is not 

· the first attempt at a general over
~iew of Latin America's history and 
the causes and dynamics of its -~co
nomic underdevelopment, but it is cer
tainly among the best. Open Veins 
is of necessity orily a sketch, an out
line of the five centuries since the con
quest. Yet it provides its readers with 
information indispensable for under
standing the real Latin America and 
the role assigned it by its conquerors 
through the centuries and today-that 

Books 
of a victim for world .imperialism. 

The book exposes falsehoods and 
myths about Latin America with dev
astating clarity: the 'helpfulness" of 
U.S. aid and loans; the "progressive" 
national bourgeoisie's ,ndependence" 
from the imperialist stranglehold; the 
"overpopulation" of Latin America. 

It was Latin America's wealth that 
attracted rising European capitalism's 
attention and swords, not its mythical 
"poverty." Latin America, overflowing 
with wealth and accesible natural re
sources, was bled white and splintered 
into a dozen countries under the mur
derous exploitation of the European 
powers. 

The veins of Latin America are still 
open today, though the methods of 
plunder have changed. The continent 
still lies prostrate, now more than ever 
under the claws of the North American 
eagle. The development of Latin 
America's underdevelopment by the 
United States and the other capitalist 
powers goes on. 

Open Veins will help its readers dis
cover the true history of Latin Amer
ica. And knowing the history of "the 
region of the 9pen veins" will aid the 
struggle to end its oppression. 

-FLOYD FOWLER 

Impoverished Brazilian children 
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'Winter in America' 
Winter in America by Gil Scott-Heron and Brian Jackson. 
Produced by Perpis-Fa/1 Music, Inc. Released by Strata East 
Records. 

This hot new album by poet-composer Gil Scott-Heron and Brian 
Jackson tells of the despair of countless Blacks snared in the clutches 
of white racist America. And each cut mirrors the resultant anguish 
and yearning for change that weighs on so many of today' s young 
Black artists. 

Scott-Heron, who gained popularity from his earlier 45 rpm single, 
"The Revolution Will Not Be Televised," unveils his canniest lyrical 
style in four of the eight cuts on the album: "The Bottle," "Rivers 
of My Father," "Back Home," and "H20 gate Blues." 

Especially in "The Bottle," the melody and words- See that Black 
boy over there runnin' scared, his old man got a problem/ And 
its a bad onf1' He done quit his nine to five, now he drinks full 
time and he's sho nuff livin' in a bottle- are as addicting as the 
liquid in "the bottle." 

The most colorful cut on the album is the eight-minute long "H20-

Records 
gate Blues," a bristling account about King Richard and crew. Writ
ten last October, it is "dedicated to Spearhead Ex, the ex-second
in-command in terms of this country." 

Give a listen: 
Just how blind will America be'/ 
The world is on the edge of its seat-defeat on the horizon; 
Very surprisin' that we all could see the plot and claimed that 

we could not. 
Just how blind America? 
Just as Vietnam exploded into rice, snap, crackle, and pop could 

not stop people determined to be free; 
Just how blind will America be? 
Ecological warfare· above all else destroy the land if we can't 

break the Asian will we'll bomb the dikes and starve the man. 
America, the international J eckyl-and-Hyde. 
Just how blind America? 
How long will the citizens sit and wait; 
It's looking like Europe in '38; 
Did they move to stop Hitler before it was too late? 
How long America before the consequences of keeping the school 

system segregated, allowing the press to be intimidated, watching 
the price of everything soar, and hearing complaints because the 
rich want more? 

How long America? 
Remember Dita Beard and ITT, the slaughter of Attica, the CIA 

in Chile- knowing nothing about Allende; 
Augusta, Ga.; Kent State, Jackson State, Southern Louisiana, 

hundreds of unauthorized bombing raids, the qhaining and gagging 
of Bobby Seale; 

Somebody tell these Maryland governors to be for real. 
So we recall all of these events just to prove the waterbuggers 

in the Watergate wasn't no news. 
But there are those who swear they've seen King Richard, King 

Richard, King Richard, King Richard beneath that cesspool, · 
Watergate. -BAXTER SMITH 

'Harold 
and 
Maude' 
Harold and Maude. Directed by 
Hal Ashby. Produced by Colin 
Higgins and Charles Mulvehill. 
Starring Ruth Gordon and Bud 
Cort. 

If a local movie theater books Harold 
and Maude, run to see it. Although it 
has a rather mundane title and cer
tainly an unbelievable plot, the film 
is delightful. For all of the funerals, 
attempted suicides, and hearses of the 
movie, it is really a film celebrating 
life and rebellion. It manages to spoof 
the military (and its commander in 
chief, Nixon), the Church, and the 
family. 

Now, a comedy that manages to 
challenge such basic American institu
tions and keep the audience laughing 
is deserving of some fancy award. But 
additionally, it's one of the very few 
movies that turns the cult of the ever
young upside down and has as its 
romantic lead an 80-year-old woman. 

Harold is a very rich, and very 
bored, young man who spends his 
life attempting suicide. Maude, played 
marvelously by Ruth Gordon, teaches 
Harold how to live. She rescues dying 
trees, liberates birds from pet stores, 

Film 
and models to keep herself in shape, 
all the while demonstrating her tenac
ity not to be beaten down by society. 

Harold falls in love with her, and 
not just in some abstract way. He 
wants to marry her, over the objec
tions of his mother, his psychiatrist, 
his uncle (who was General MacAr
thur's right-hand man), and the 
family priest. 

One of the great moments of the 
film is the priest's reaction to the 
thought of Harold's living with an 
older woman. His deep hatred of 
women and fear of their bodies reveals 
his pathology. In fact, all of those who 
uphold society's values are seen as 
shallow, plastic, decaying, and men
tally ill people. 

Although Harold loves Maude and 
Maude loves Harold, the film is not 
a personal love story with a happy 
ending. When Harold declares his 
love, Maude responds affectionately, 
"That's good. Now, go and love some 
others." 

Maude disappears just like the fairy 
godmother is supposed to do. But her 
spirit of defiance and her capacity for 
love indicate the power of life over 
all those forces of death. 

-DIANE FEELEY 



Memorial meeting pays tribute to Greg Nickel 
By ROSE OGDEN 
PHILADELPHIA- Greg Nickel, an 
activist in the Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialist Alliance, died 
tragically here July 27. He was 
robbed and killed while out walking 
late at night after a party at a friend's 
h·•me. There is no indication that the 
killin~ was politically mo,tivated. 

A rr, ":'JlOrial meeting was held July 
30. Comrades and friends who had 
worked with him to build the socialist 
movement in Phoenix, Los Angeles, 
and Philadelphia were present or sent 
messages. 

Barry David, organizer of the So
cialist Workers Party in Philadelphia, 
told the meeting how it was that Greg 
became a socialist and of his role in 
building the socialist movement. 

The Vietnam war was what con
vinced Greg to dedicate his life to 
the fight for socialism. He joined the 
Young Socialist Alliance at the age 
of 19 while a student at Arizona State 
University, just two months before the 
May 1970 antiwar upsurge and na
tional student strike. 

The Phoenix YSA played a leader
ship role in the student upsurge there, 
which included mobilizations of 6,000 
and 8,000, and as a result Greg got 
his first lesson on the role socialists 
can play in mass struggles. 

Greg soon became organizer of the 
Phoei).ix YSA. Later, after moving to 
Los Angeles, he became regional YSA 
organizer for Southern California and 
Arizona. When he moved to Philadel
phia several years later, he played a 
leadership role in the YSA there. 

In describing Greg's contribution to 
the movement, David said Greg was 
the kind of person many people tend 
to underestimate. 

"He was quiet and, I guess, very 
shy," he said. "You only began to 
realize just how much he understood 
and what kind of a role he could 
play after you had known him for 
a while and had a chance to work 
with him. 

"In capitalist society the stars, the 
hotshots, the bigmouths often stand 
out above the crowd. For us, we value 
the collective contributions, the pool-

Antiwar action at Arizona State. Vietnam war convinced Greg to join socialist move
ment. 

CP challenged on Portugm 

ing of talents of everybody. Leader
ship means knowing how to organize 
a team and be part of a team. 

"That is where Greg really excelled. 
He was the kind of person who could 
listen to others before he expressed 
himself. He could weigh their ideas, 
balance them against his own, and 
as a result he often came up with the 
right answers to problems that arose." 

David described how Greg had 
helped to build the Militant and 
Young Socialist sales campaigns in 
Philadelphia. He explained how, part
ly as a result of Greg's efforts as YSA 
sales director, regular, organized 
street sales are now "almost second 
nature" to Militant and Y S supporters 
in Philadelphia. 

"Greg never talked much about his 
personal feelings except to his closest 
friends," David said. "But in every
thing he did, in all the contributions 
he made, one thing is clear: the party 
was his life and everything else was 
secondary. 

"He never doubted that a socialist 
revolution was possible. Everything 
he did was subordinated to this goal." 

Andrew Pulley, national chairman 
of the YSA, also spoke. "It is sadden
ing to lose any of our precious cadre, 
each of which, as Trotsky said, em
bodies a little of the fate of human
kind," Pulley said. "Regardless of who 
killed Greg, or why, the culprit is the 
capitalist system. It created the soil 
for the growth of desperation and 
violence. 

"Greg spent his short adult life in 
activities that can rid the world of the 
conditions that drive people to vio
lence. We should rededicate our lives 
to that great monumental task of 
building the socialist movement that 
can help sweep away capitalist society, 
which has claimed countless human 
lives in addition to that of comrade 
Greg." 

GREG NICKEL: The party was his life. 

Elizabeth Stone, a member of the 
SWP political committee, also spoke. 
She said Greg was a person who had 
many of the qualities that count for 
the most in the socialist movement. 
"He took responsibility for the move
ment," she said. "He took responsi
bility, along with others, for thinking 
out the campaigns of the SWP and 
Y SA. And he took responsibility for 
seeing that the work was carried out. 

"Those who worked most closely 
with him say he was a clear political 
thinker, an extremely thoughtful per
son, and that he was 100 percent in 
his dedication to the revolutionary 
movement. He couldn't imagine any 
other meaningful life besides that of 
trying to change things and create a 
better society." 

"Our response to this tragedy," she 
concluded, "is to rededicate ourselves 
to building the revolutionary socialist 
movement." 

N.Y. socialists launch massive.petition drive 
By JANICE LYNN 
NEW YORK- In the first two days 
of the New York State Socialist Work
ers Party petitioning drive, campaign 
supporters collected 23,444 signa
tures, bringing them ahead of their 
projected schedule. 

New York State election law requires 
the SWP to gather 20,000 signatures 
for its statewide ticket, headed by Der
rick Morrison for governor and Re
becca Finch for U.S. Senate. In ad
dition, 3, 500 signatures are required 
for each of three congressional can
didates- Katherine Sojourner, from 
the 18th C.D.; Claire Moriarty, from 
the 20th C.D.; and Maxine Williams, 
from the 12th C.D. 

Socialist campaign supporters have 
set a goal of obtaining 56,000 sig
natures to place eight candidates on 
the ballot for the November elections. 

In New York City, more than 150 
campaign supporters were on street 
corners and at shopping centers and 
bus and subway stops on Saturday, 
Aug. 3, asking registered voters to 
help place a socialist alternative to the 
Democrats and Republicans on the 
ballot. 

Top petitioner for the ali-day mobi
lization was Mark Friedman from 
Brooklyn, who collected 1,018 signa
tures, topping all previous petition 
records. Friedman stood on a street 
corner in Brownsville and, working 
five petition boards at once, asked 
voters to sign to put Derrick Mor-
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rison and his running mates on the 
ballot. 

"People were more receptive than 
ever before to signing a petition to 
place candidates on the ballot who of
fered an alternative to the two capital
ist parties. People were angry about 
Watergate and about the inability of 
any of the officeholders to solve the 
problems of racism, inflation, and un
employment" Friedman reported. 

Campaign supporters in Buffalo, Al
bany, Binghamton, and Westchester 
County also participated in the peti
tioning effort. 

Some Manhattan petitioners re
ported that signatures were being 
gathered for Communist Party can
didates at a few locations. 

The CP announced its statewide slate 
of candidates for public office on July 
26, six months after the SWP slate 
began a vigorous campaign. The CP 
ticket is headed by gubernatorial can
didate Jose Ristorucci and U.S. sena
torial candidate Mildred Edelman. 

The New York State Socialist Work
ers campaign issued a leaflet, "Ques
tions to the Communist Party Can
didates," which was distributed Aug. 3 
to CP petitioners and released to the 
news media. 

The leaflet says in part, "For 
months, the CP's paper, the Daily 
World, has reported favorably the pol
icies of the Communist Party of Portu
gal (PCP). The PCP organized demon
strations against striking postal work-

ers fighting for wage increases to com
pensate for rising prices. 

"Where do the Communist Party can
didates stand on the PCP' s finking and 
outright opposition to the postal work
ers' legitimate strike against the cap
italist regime of General Spinola?" 

The leaflet also asked, "Where do 
Ristorucci and Edelman really stand 
on immediate independence for the 
African colonies?" 

The Socialist Workers candidates 
have been fighting to expose the fake 
election campaign reforms of the Dem
ocrats and Republicans. In a news 
conference Aug. 2, Morrison, Finch, 
and Sojourner declared that they 
would not comply with the section of 
the federal election campaign law that 
requires all candidates to give the 
names, addresses, and occupations of 
all their contributors of more than 
$100. They cited harassment, wire
tapping, and illegal surveillance of 
members and supporters. 

A New York Times story on their 
noncompliance stated, "They also 
maintained that the requirements were 
unconstitutional and said that the 
American Civil Liberties Union was 
preparing to challenge the constitu
tionality of the requirements in the 
Federal courts." 

Referring to the CP' s support to the 
disclosure law in Minnesota and its 
opposition to the SWP's application 
for exemption from this law, the New 
York Socialist Workers campaign leaf-

let also asked the CP candidates, 
"Where do Ristorucci and Edelman 
stand on the antilabor disclosure pro
visions of the federal election cam
paign law? Will they support the SWP's 
fight against the disclosure law?" 

Copies of this leaflet can be ordered 
from the SWP Campaign Committee, 
706 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
10003. 
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Calendar 
CHICAGO 

DISSENT IN EASTERN EUROPE TODAY. Speaker: Karel 
Kavanda, president af Czechoslovakian Student Union 
in 1968. Sat., Aug. 31, 8 p.m. 428 S. Wabash, Filth 
Fl-. Donation:- $1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call (312) 939-0737. 

DETROIT 
MARXISM VS. MAOISM. Speaker: Peter Seidman, Sa
dallst Workers Party. Fri., Aug. 16, 8 p.m. 3737 Wood. 
ward Ave. Donation: $). Ausp: Militant Forum. Far 
mare information call (313) 831-6135. 

LOS ANGELES: CENTRAL.EAST 
SOOAIJST SUMMER SCHOOL. The history of the Ru• 
sian revolution: its 1-ns lor today. Wed., Aug. 14, 
8 p.m. 710 S. Westlab Ave. Donation: 25 cents. Ausp: 
Socialist Workers Party and Yaung Socialist Alliance. 
For more information call (213) <183.1512 or <183.2581. 

... CWA 
- Continued from page 4 

ing made in "continuing negotiations." -
A report from Los Angeles telephone 

operators says the company profits 
warrant more pay for the workers. 
"American Telephone & Telegraph re
ported earnings of almost 8.6 percent 
_on total investment for the first quar
ter of 1974, up 11.8 percent over a 
year earlier. This is the highest re
turn since 1929. 

"AT&T took $2.99-billion in prof
its in 1973, up 18 percent from the 
previous year. Productivity- output 
per worker per hour-is up 8 per
cent last year alone and 50 percent 
since 1960. Stockholders' earnings_ 
were up 16.5 percent last year. Tele
phone rates are up, a whopping $200-
million just granted by the public 
utilities commission in California. Ev
erything is up except wages. 

"Our wages haven't risen at all in 
more than a year," the Los Angeles 
report says. 

... cover-up 
Continued from page 6 
fessor, Polytechnic Institute of New 
York; Albert Maltz, screenwriter; 
and Doctor H. Stuart Hughes, Har
vard University. 

Nearly a hundred prominent in
dividuals across the United States 
have backed the exemption case. 

Additional messages of support 
for the exemption fight are being 
sought. They should be sent to the 

State Ethics Commission, 7 4 State 
Office Building, St. Paul, Minn. 
55155, with copies to the socialist 
campaign headquarters at 25 Uni
versity Ave. S. E., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55414. 

... Portugal 
Continued from page JO 
free to go or stay. 

The Frelimo officer reportedly said 
his group would then inform the in
habitants of the villages of the "lib
eration movement's policy of coopera
tion with the white settlers," the Times 
says. 

Newsweek reports that Frelimo has 
guaranteed that white "rights and 
property will not be jeopardized." 
However, in order for the three col
onies to, as Spinola said in his speech, 
"take their destinies- into their own 
hands," the liberation forces will have 
to 1eopardize white property." They 
will find that they must take measures 
that go beyond the framework of for
mal political independence when it 
comes- socialist measures. 

... Vi.etnam 
Continued from pagel J · 

total approved by Congress for the 
current year, and the Senate reduced 
the total to $900-million. 

"The [House and Senate] conferees 
agreed on $1-billion." 

What does President Thieu get with 
$1-billion worth of U.S. military 
stocks? A detailed report in the Con
gressional Record included: 29 A-37 B 
light attack aircraft, 4 C-130 tactical 
transport planes, 51 TOW antitank 
missile launchers (and 24,000 anti
tank missiles), 194 M-113 personnel 
carriers, 13 M-125 mortar carriers, 
94 _ M60 machine guns, 84 M202Al 
rocket launchers, plus all of the sup
port equipment necessary to keep this 
hardware functioning. 

Congress pretends to object to U.S. 
support for the Saigon regime. It 
makes a show of whittling down the 
Pentagon requests- which have un
doubtedly been submitted with an un
derstanding of these political niceties. 

The truth of the matter is that the 
bloody counterrevolutionary war con
tinues and the Thieu regime continues 
to stay in power because it is backed 
overwhelmingly by the Democratic 
and Republican parties. 

Meanwhile a report issued in Wash-
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ington Aug. 3 by the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee revealed that John 
G. Dean, the U.S. ambassador to 
Cambodia, regularly gives military 
advice to President Lon N ol and other 
officials despite the fact that this is sup
posedly outlawed by Congi-essional 
measures . 

According to the report, "In order 
to insure proper end use of equipment, 
the United States has found it neces
sary to help the Cambodians to de
velop ports to receive the equipment, 
repair roads and bridges on which to 
move it, train personnel to operate 
it, build housing for trainees, estab
lish supply systems for efficient dis
tribution and reorder, create facilities 
for maintenance and repair, and edu
cate them to run the logistics and other 
systems." 

Ambassador Dean contended that 
he was living up to the letter of the 
law, which only ruled out Americans 
acting as "comb at unit advisers." Ac
cording to Dean, "Congress did not 
mean to preclude 'advising' at the 
level at which he performs.'" He is 
probably right. 

Congress passed the bill supposedly 
preventing U.S. military aid to Cam
bodia under mass pressure after 
months of stalling. It undoubtedly is 
filled with sufficient loopholes to make 
the full-scale Pentagon support to 
Cambodia described in the House re
port perfectly "legal." 

... Detroit 
Continued from page 27 
is a trap. To win higher wages and 
better schools, teachers can rely only 
on their own united strength. and the 
support they can win from parents, 
students, and the rest of the labor 
movement, not on .the "goodwill" of 
arbitrators. The "impartial" arbitra
tion panels always turn out to be 
weighted on the side of the employer, 
in this case the school board. 

Of course, exactly what can be won 
in a particular struggle depends on the 
strength of the union at that time, and 
sometimes teachers may be forced to 
accept arbitration. But when this hap
pens, honest union leaders must call 
it by its right name: a concession and 
a setback. To foster illusions in what 
arbitration can accomplish can only 
weaken the union. 

The position of Detroit teachers in 
last fall's strike was also weakened 
by divisions between the DFT and the 
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Black community, especially around 
the issue of teacher "accounb1bility." 

Seventy percent of Detroit's 270,000 
public school students are Black, while 
nearly 60 percent of the teachers are 
white. Black parents are angry about 
the poor education their children are 
getting. They want a voice in the hir
ing of teachers and determination of 
teaching methods, curricula, and ma
terials. 

Some parents mistakenly thought 
the schoolboard 's "accountability" 
plan would improve the qu'!.l!ty 
of education. 

In fact, the board's plan, which is 
included in the proposed ne" contract, 
only means teachers will be evaluated 
by an administration-dominated com
mittee to decide if they "merit" advance
ment and pay increases. This gives 
the administrators a powerful weapon 
for discriminating against militant 
teachers and favoring those friendly 
to the administration. 

There is a world of difference be
tween making teachers accountable to 
the school board and making them ac
countable to the Black community. 
The only way teachers can gain badly 
needed' community support to defeat 
antiunion "merit pay" schemes is by 
wholeheartedly supporting the just de
mands of the Black community for 
quality education under Black control. 

Unfortunately the DFT leadership 
has failed to do this. While DFT offi
cials by no means follow the racist 
policies of Albert Shanker, they have 
refused to speak out in favor of Black 
community control. 

The Detroit board of education has 
raised the "residency question" in a 
similar way to foster divisions between 
teachers and the community. The 
board proposes to require all teachers 
to live in the city of Detroit within one 
year. About one-fourth now live in 
the suburbs. 

The Black community might well de
cide that residency is an important 
criterion for having teachers who can 
relate to their students. H so, teachers. 
must support that decision. The 
board's proposal, however, is purely 
demagogic. Its aim is not Black con
trol of Black education, but further 
slashing the number of teachers in the 
school system. 

If Detroit teachers draw the correct 
lessons from the past year's expe
riences, they will be able to counter the 
board's attacks by a united fight of 
teachers, students, and the Black com
munity for better schools. That is the 
road to building a stronger teachers 
union. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S.W. Stark, 
Filth Floor, Portlond, Ore. 97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col
lege, Edinboro, Pa. 16412. 

Philadelphia: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 1004 
Filbert St. (one block north of Market), Philadelphia, Pa. 
19107. Tel: (215) WAS-4316. 

Pittsburgh: SWP and YSA, 304 S. Bouquet St., Pitt. 
burgh, Pa. 15213. Tel: (412) 682-5019. 

State College: YSA, 333 Logan Ave. *401, State Col
lege, Pa. 16801. 

TENNESSEE: Nashville: YSA, P.O. Box 67, Station 
B, Nashville, Tenn. 37235. Tel: (615P83.2583. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, SWP, Militant Bookstore, Harriet 
Tubman Hcill, 1801 Nueces, Austin, Texas 78701. Tel: 
(5 12) 478-8602. 

Houston: SWP, YSA, and Pathfinder Books, 3311 
Montrose, Houston, Texas 77006. Tel: (713) 526-1082. 

San Antonio: YSA, 546 Blaze Dr., San Antonio, Texas. 
78218. 

UTAH: Logan: YSA, P.O. Box 1233, Utah State Univer
sity, Logan, Utah 84321. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, Militant Bookstore, 
1345 E St. N. W., Fourth Floor, Wash., D. C. 20004. 
Tel: SWP-(202) 783.2391; YSA- (202) 783-2363. 

WASHINGTON: Bellingham: YSA and Young Social
ist Books, Rm. 213, Viking Union, Western Washington 
State College, Bellingham, Wash. 98225. Tel: (206) 
676-3460. 

Pullman: YSA, c/o Student Activities Ollice, Wash
ington Stale University, Pullman, Wash. 99163. 

Seattle: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 5623 
University Way N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98105. Tel: (206) 
522-7800. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: YSA, c/o University of Wis
consin-Milwaukee, Union Box 139, Milwaukee, Wis. 
53201. 



·-liSt 
111. Y-AUGUST 1974 SfYENJY.ftVE CENTS le¥leW 

A monthly Marxist journal 
subscribe now. 3mos.$1/lyr.$5 · 

ISR, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N. Y, 10014. 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes
day noon, two days preceding publica
tion, for calendar ads. TelephoRe: (212) 
243-6392. 

The US. Role in 
Southern Africa 

by Malik Miah 

Only 35cents from: 

Pathfinder Press 
410 West St., New York, N.V.10014 

Join the Young Socialist Alliance 

Read the Young Socialist newspaper 
The Young Socialist Alliance is out to transform this society from top to bottom. 
We are fighting for a socialist world, where human needs will come before 
private profit. 

__ I would like more information about the YSA. 
__ I want to join the YSA. 
__ Enclosed is $1 for 6 months of the Young Socialist newspaper. 

Name=----------------------------
Address=-----------------------------
City, state, zip, & phone: ____________________ _ 

YSA, P.O. Box 471 Cooper Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

THE· MILITANT/ AUGUST 16, 1974 

~~~~,E!r.~t~fMi~~~~ 
Anthology. Introduction by Jose Yglesias 
Here is a unique collection of fifteen eyewitness accounts of the days 
prior to the coup in Chile and the police-state terrorism that followed. 
More than sixty thousand people were jailed and at least eighteen 
thousand persons were killed as the military Junta consolidated power 
and smashed all opposition. 

This is the story of: 
e Indiscriminate dragnets and house-to-house searches 
• Attacking as "subversive" all supporters of the legally 
elected government of Salvador Allende, all other politi
cal groups on the left, and trade union militants 
e Massive indiscriminate executions of persons without 
trial or charges having been made against them 
e Brutality and torture during the "interrogation" of 
prisoners 
e The complete suspension of civil liberties and human 
rights 

The material for this book was collected by the staff of the United 
States Committee for Justice to Latin American Political Prisoners. 
Most of the interviews were conducted in Mexico City in the days 
and weeks following the coup and have never before been in print. 
128 pp., $6.00, paper $1.75 

Disaster in Chile 
Allende's Strategy and Why It Failed 
Anthology, edited by Les Evans 
"Prophetic .... [These contemporary reports] anticipated the final 
breakdown quite insightfully .... Fascinating .... Invaluable for 
students of Marxism as well as those interested in Chile and Latin 
America." -Perspective 

These Marxist reports and analyses tell the story of the events 
as they unfolded. As the coup grew nearer the disorganization of 
the workers increased. Could the strategy of popular frontism- a 
coalition of bourgeois liberals, Stalinists, anarchists, and socialists
have led to a victory for socialism? Or is it a tried and proven road 
to disaster? This book gives the Marxist answer and -proposes an 
alternative strategy for successful revolutionary action. 272 pp., 
$10.00, paper $2.95 

Available in the bookstores listed in the Socialist Directory on the 
.facing page or by mail from: Pathfinder Press, Inc., 410 West Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10014. Write for a complete catalog. 

Help sell 
The Militant 

Help sell The Militant. Take a regular weekly bundle to sell on your campus, 
at your job, or near where you live. The cost is 17 cents per copy, and we 
will bill you at the end of each month. 

Send me a weekly bundle of __ _ 
( ) Enclosed is $4 for a Militant shoulder bag (large enough to carry dozens 
of Militants plus books, leaflets, etc.) 

Name ____________________________________________________ __ 

Address ___________________________________________________ _ 

. City _______ State ______ Zip __________ _ 

The Militant Business Office, 14 Charles lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

31 



THE MILITANT 
Issues facing AFT convention 

By JEFF MACKLER 
Albert Shanker, currently president of 
the 70,000-member United Federation 
of Teachers in New York City, will 
seek the presidency of the 425,000-
member American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT) at its fifty-eighth an
nual convention Aug. 19-23, Shanker 
will be opposed at the. Toronto con
vention by his longtime colleague and 

JeH Mackler Is vice-president of 
the Hayward, Calif., Federation 
of Teachers, Local 1423. 

collaborator David Selden, who is the 
current AFT president. 

Shanker's majority on the AFT ex
ecutive council has virtually paralyzed 
Selden's activity for the past year and 
has made him somewhat of an out
cast in his own organization. 

Lacking a coherent program of his 
own, Selden's election to three terms 
as AFT president has been dependent 
on the votes of the Shanker machine. 
When Shanker decided last year to 
take the AFT presidency for himself, 
Selden's cries of "foul" fell on deaf 
ears, as did his sudden surge of criti
cism of Shanker on issues such as 

Vietnam, civil rights, union democ
racy, and merger with the National 
Education Association ( NEA). 

Selden's outburst of conscience 
lacked even a semblance of credibility 
because it is well known in the AFT 
that during his six years as presi
dent he failed to act on these issues 
in any way that distinguished him 
from Shanker. Selden now claims, for 
example, that he was opposed to 
Shanker's support for the Vietnam 
war. 

However, while Selden may have 
personally believed that the war in 
Vietnam was wrong, during his en
tire six-year term he never fought for 
such a position in the . union .. In 
the meantime, Shanker consistently 
smeared antiwar demonstrators as 
"communists" and "NLF supporters" 
in his New York local. 

Civil rights 
Similarly, on the issue of civil rights, 

it was only after Shanker moved to 
oust Selden in December 1973 that 
Selden began to criticize Nixon's ap
pointment of Peter Brennan as U.S. 
Secretary of Labor. 

Brennan, whose appointment was 

Behind the f. 

Mi Baumann 

Demonstration in District 1. Shanker leadership has pitted UFT against Puerto Rican, 
Black, and Chinese parents demanding a decent education for their children. 
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warmly praised by Shanker, had 
earned an unsavory reputation while 
he was head of the powerful New 
York Building and Construction 
Trades Council. In that position he 
had opposed local and federal efforts 
to open the notoriously racistconstruc
tion trades to minority workers, and 
he had organized demonstrations in 
support of the war in Vietnam. 

Shanker's support to Brennan was 
based primarily on Brennan's opposi
tion to "quota systems," or preferen
tial hiring for Blacks and other op
pressed minorities in the construction 
trades.· Shanker has been campaign
ing on the same basis in public edu
cation employment. 

According to the Shanker-Brennan 
logic, even if a particular trade is 
exclusively white and .has system
atically excluded minority workers, it 
is "discrimination in reverse" to give 
any preference to minority workers 
in filling new job openings. 

Selden had the opportunity to speak 
out on this question at last year's 
AFT convention when a resolution 
favoring preferential hiring of Chi
cano teachers came to the floor for 
debate. Delegates from Shanker's 

tightly controlled caucus rose to con
demn the resolution and eventually de
feated it, but Selden never said a word. 

Continued on poge 24 

sup
ported war .Jn Vietnam, opposed job 
rights of oppressed minorities. 

in NY.'s District 1 
By NORMAN OLIVE]f. 
The United Federation of Teachers 
(UFT), the most powerful local of 
the American Federation of Teachers, 
has been unable to prevent the New 
York City school board from firing 
several thousand teachers during the 
past couple of years. This year, a 1.3 
percent ·cut in the city budget will 
throw 1,851 teachers out of work, 
and the lack of matching funds for 
$37-million in federal money could 
lead to the laying off of 4,000 more 
teachers, school aides, and parapro
fessionals. 

One of' the factors contributing to 
the weakness of the UFT is its failure 
to ally itself with the Black, Puerto 
Rican, and Chinese communities. 

The UFT has followed the racist 
policies of the Albert Shanker leader
ship. A prime example of Shankerism 
in action is the role of the UFT in 
New York City's Lower East Side 
in school District 1. 

The Shanker leadership of the UFT 
has tried to cloud over the real issues 

involved in the struggle in District 1. 
"Shanker says that what is happening 
in District 1 is that a small group of 
political extremis.ts, which he calls the 
'Fuentes Band,' is trying to take over 
the schools," Ana Villegas, a teacher 
at Public School 63 and a member of 
the UFT, told The Militqnt. "What is 
really happening is that the parents 
are fighting to get a decent education 
for their children." 

Seventy-three percent of the students 
in District 1 are Puerto Rican, 14 per
cent are Black, 7 percent are white, 
and 6 percent are Chinese. Yet the 
schools are run by a majority white 
school board. ' 

By the time they reach the eighth 
grade, 85 percent of the district's stu
dents are functionally illiterate. As 
Luis Fuentes, the school superinten
dent in the district, pointed out in a 
speech he gave on New York college 
campuses in early 1973, "There .is no 
great mystery to these statistics. There 
are 2,000 children in District 1 who 

Continued on page 27 
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