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In Brief 
SOCIALISTS FILE FOR BALLOT STATUS IN PENN
SYLVANIA: The Pennsylvania Socialist Workers Party 
filed nomination papers last month containing 64,773 
signatures to place their statewide candidates on the No
vember ballot. 

The acting commissioner of elections refused to accept 
the papers on behalf of Roberta Scherr, SWP candidate 
for governor, and Christina Adachi, candidate for U. S. 
Senate. Fred Stanton, the socialist candidate for lieutenant 
governor, was allowed to file. The action was taken on 
the grounds that the candidates do not meet the age re
quirements to serve in office (30 years old for both sena
tor and governor) and that Scherr does not meet the re
quirements for residency (7 years). 

The socialist candidates denounced the ruling of the of
ficials. "These laws are specifically designed to restrict 
the ballot to the older representatives of the two capitalist 
parties," Adachi said. "By ruling us off the ballot, the 
state government is not only denying us our constitutional 
right to present our views in this election, but they also 
violate the constitutional rights of all young people to be 
represented on the ballot. One of the main points of our 
campaign will be to expose the undemocratic nature of 
these laws." 

PRESIDENT OF PUERTO RICAN BAR BLASTS ANTI
GAY LAWS: Arturo Negron Garcia, the president of the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association, blasted the decision of the 
Puerto Rican government not to eliminate laws against 
homosexual activity of adults in private in a recent inter
view with Associated Press in Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

He said that any penal and judicial reform should elim
inate penalties against homosexuality and repeal laws 
against "unnatural" acts. 

KILLER COP DISMISSED BY NEW YORK POLICE: 
Thomas Shea, the New York City cop who murdered a 
10-year-old Black youth last year, was dismissed from 
the police department Aug. 30 after a departmental trial. 

The New York police department found Shea guilty of 
"wrongfully and without just cause" firing the shots that 
caused the death of Clifford Glover. The police verdict 
came as a surprise since Shea was acquitted by a jury 
last June of the murder, and a trial by'the cops themselves 
seemed unlikely to do otherwise. 

Dismissed along with Shea was his partner, Walter Scott, 
accused of lying to protect Shea. 

Both cops admitted having fired their guns in an early 
morning chase on April 28, 1973. They maintained that 
Clifford and his stepfather, Add Armstead, were dressed 
like two men who a short time before had robbed a taxi 
driver, and that when approached, fired on the two officers. 
The alleged gun was never found. 

Deputy Commissior P.t' Philip Michael, who presided over 
the police trial, sa>i, "Shea and Scottwere not shot at, they 
were not chasing persons who were armed, they were not in 
any personal danger and they had no possible cause to 
use their guns." · 

NAVAJOS FIGHT RACIST DISCRIMINATION: Earlier 
this year three Navajos were stoned to death in Farming
ton, N. M., a city in the northwestern part of the state that 
borders the Navajo Reservation. The Navajos w.ere killed 
by three white youth who found them drunk. 

Outrage over this racist terror led to protests throughout 
the summer in Farmington. Navajos began holding dem
onstrations every weekend demanding an end to white · 
racism. 

The three white youths, two of them 16 and one 15 
years old, were let off with light reform school sentences. 
The anger of the Indian community was expressed by a 
young member of the newly formed Coalition for Navajo 
Liberation: "We are nothing more than dirt," said Wilbert 
Tsosie. "They have played with us, killed us, destroyed us 
-in alleys, restaurants, jails and bars." 

The Coalition for Navajo Liberation, which organized 
the demonstrations, won additional support recently when 
Peter McDonald endorsed their efforts. McDonald is the 
chairman of the Navajo tribe. In speaking before the New 
Mexico Advisory Committee to the United States Civil 
Rights Commission, which is investigating the treatment 
of the Navajos, McDonald said, "We have suffered in si
lence too long and we can endure no more." 

SIGN OF THE TIMES: At a July meeting of the New 
York Central Labor Council, chairman Harry Van Ars
dale announced that the AFL-CIO in the area was being 
"streamlined" and that a newly worded oath would be 
given to delegates to the labor council. 

In the new oath delegates pledge their loyalty to the 
labor movement, participation in boycotts, honoring of 
picket lines, and so on. The new oath replaces one that 
required delegates to repudiate "subversive" ideas. 

'DOOMSDAY CLOCK' STILL TICKING: Because the 
"international nuclear arms race has gathered momentum 
and is now more than ever beyond control," the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists has moved its "doomsday clock" 
three minutes ahead- to nine minutes before midnight. 

The magazine was established after World War II by 
American scientists who had helped produce the first atom 
bombs. In its first issues the clock on the magazine's cover 
was set at seven minutes to midnight. The editors have 
changed it several times since then, with the most pessi
mistic setting at two minutes to midnight during the Korean 
War in 1953. 

The Bulletin said t.'le late~t change was based on the 
failure of U. S.-Soviet arms limitation talks to significantly 
slow the arms buildup; India's explosion of a nuclear 
device earlier this year; and the U. S. offer of nuclear reac
tors to Egypt and Israel. 

The most optimistic setting of the clock was 12 minutes 
to midnight in 1972. 

PAN-AFRICAN STUDENTS MEET IN NEW YORK: 
The fourteenth annual conference of the Pan-African Stu
dents Organization in the Americas (PASOA) was held 
Aug. 30 to Sept. 1 in New York City. The theme was "Af
rican Liberation and World Revolution." 

About 70 people attended the first session on "Students 
and Socialism in Contemporary Africa." The panelists in
cluded Yusef Gacii of PASOA, Cheick Soumare of the Af
rican Youth Movement, Robb Wright of the Young Social
ist Alliance, and Donald Murphy, student senate president 
of City College, New York. Also on the panel was Tony 
Ntukogu of the Committee Against Racism, Immigration 
Section, who spoke on the plight of immigrants in the 
·united States. 

The second session, on Aug. 31, which drew about 
150 people, opened with a panel on "Combating Neo
colonialism." Speakers included Yemi Agbeyegbe from 
PASOA; a representative of the Ethiopian Students Union 
in North America; and Tony Ferguson, from the Carib
bean Unity Conference of Washington, D. C. There was 
also a report on the recently held Sixth Pan-African Con
gress. 

"Africa and the World Revolution" was the topic of the 
third session. A report on the revolution in Guinea-Bissau 
was presented by Jose Ramos, U. S. representative of the 
African Party for the Independence of Guinea and the Cape 
Verde Islands. Also on the panel was Roger Newell of the 
Youth Organization for Black Unity. 

SEX AND THE SINGLE CITIZEN: Nearly three years 
ago this column carried an item about a Hungarian who 
was denied U.S. citizenship because he admitted to the Im
migration and Naturalization Service that he had had 
sexual intercourse with his fiancee. 

Sidney Pierre Lorant, after three years of court battles, 
has won his citizenship papers. In a recent decision, Feder
al Judge Robert Duffy overruled the 1971 decision that re
jected Lorant's application for citizenship on the grounds 
of moral turpitude. 
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'Educate, agitate, organize'
theme of socialist conference 

Socialist Workers Party leader Carol Lipman reports on class-struggle trends in union movement at Socialist Activists and Educational Conference 
Militant/Walter Lippmann 

By CINDY JAQUITH 
"Educate, agitate, organize"- these 
were the watchwords of the 197 4 So
cialist Activists and Educational Con
ference held at Oberlin College in Ohio 
Aug. 17-23. 

Twelve-hundred fifty members and 
supporters of the Young Socialist Al
liance (YSA) and the Socialist Work
ers Party ( SWP) participated in the 
week of lectures, classes, panel discus
sions, and workshop sessions, asses
sing the current stage of revolutionary 
struggles around the world and dis
cussing how socialists can participate 
in them. 

Tribute to Cannon 
The perspectives emerging from the 

conference for building the revolution
ary movement are a tribute to the life
time work of James P. Cannon, a 
founding leader of the SWP. Cannon 
died Aug. 21 in Los Angeles while 
the conference was in session. (See 
special features on Cannon in the 
Sept. 6 Militant and in this issue, be
ginning on page 16.) 

A "Political Tribute to Jim Cannon," 
held the last night of the Oberlin con
ference, was the highlight of the week's 
activities. It was an inspiring demon
stration of the confidence of confer
ence participants in the socialist per
spective. 

This perspective is rooted, as Can
non often explained, in the interna
tional struggle to overturn capitalism. 
Thus the conference began with a re
port by SWP national committee mem
ber Mary-Alice Waters on "A Revolu
tionary Strategy for the Changing 
Trends in World Politics." 

Analyzing the prospects for world 
capitalism, Waters noted that the rul
ers themselve~ are beg~ning te> believe 
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they may be faced with the worst cri
sis since the Great Depression. 

On the economic front, the imperial
ists are confronted by soaring world
wide inflation, a sinking stock mar
ket, even some major bank failures, 
and a declining rate of growth in the 
advanced capitalist countries. At the 
same time, there is growing labor mili
tancy and an increasing refusal by 
working people to shoulder the bur-

Many of the major speeches at 
the Socialist Activists and Edu
cational Conference will be print
ed in future issues of the Interna
tional Socialist Review. The Oc
tober issue of the ISR will con
tain Derrick Morrison's speech, 
'The Black Struggle-20 Years al
ter the Supreme Court Decision 
on· School Desegregation.' 

To order this issue, send 75 
cents to ISR, 14 Charles Lane, 
New York, N.Y. 10014. 

den of the economic mess created by 
capitalism. 

This is reflected in part by the grow
ing political instability of capitalist 
governments. Waters pointed to the 
major crises of the past year for the 
regimes in Thailand, Greece, Chile, 
Ethiopia, Britain, Germany, the 
United States, and Portugal. 

'Becoming unstuck' 
The capitalists fear the world situa

tion is "becoming unstuck," she ex
plained. "Thirty years of postwar 
boom led many of them to hope that 
the contradictions of capitalism had 

been overcome, that there would never 
again be a threat of a worldwide 
slump." 

Instead, as interimperialist rivalries 
among capitalist nations continue to 
deepen, the threat increases for crises 
international in scope, and even for 
nuclear war. 

The energy crisis, Waters said, is 
a perfect example of how, as the world 
economic structure becomes more 
complex, "the more interdependent and 
the less self-sufficient each national 
econom~ becomes. The more suscep
tible all. are to sudden breakdowns, 
stunning dislocations, staggering 
shocks with uncontrollable repercus
sions. 

"To the brutal, inhuman crisis of 
capitalism, the rulers have no solu
tion, except to try to suck every ounce 
of blood from the most oppressed 
masses and to try to increasingly 
drive down the standard of living of 
the workers in the advanced capitalist 
countries." The hardest hit by this "so
lution" are the masses in the.colonial 
and semicolonial countries and in the 
weakest of the imperialist countries. 

This capitalist future, Waters con-
. tlnued, is "a genuine nightmare for 
the working class, a nightmare of 
famine, inflation, unemployment, eco
logical destruction, and the ·overall 
threat of nuclear annihilation." 

The only way to end this night
mare is for the exploited to wrest con
trol from the capitalist bloodsuckers 
and to reorganize the productive 
forces on an internationally planned, 
rational basis, to meet human needs, 
not private profits. This is the so
cialist alternativ.e. 

It will not be achieved automatical
ly, however. Capitalism will continual
ly try to find a way out of its crises 

until there is a conscious revolution
ary leadership that can organize the 
working class to seize power. 

This crisis of leadership in the work
ing class is the key problem in world 
politics today, Waters said. 

Detente 
One "way out" sought by the cap

it~ists today is detente with the Stalin
ist leaderships in Moscow and Peking. 
The Kissingers and Rockefellers of 
the world are relying on the Brezh
nevs and Maos "to lead the workers 
into the deadly trap of class collabor
ation, n in order to preserve the status 
quo. 

Detente is not a new policy for either 
the capitalists or the Soviet and 
Chinese bureaucrats, she continued, 
but it does represent a historical shift 
in the relationship of class forces. 

For the imperialists, the roots of 
detente lie in the Vietnam war. "Faced 
with the inability to militarily crush 
the Vietnamese revolution without 
paying an unacceptable price domes-

. tically, faced with the need to turn at
tention and resources to the battle to 
maintain economic supremacy, the 
only solution for the U.S. rulers was 
to enlist the help of Moscow and 
Peking to force the Vietnamese to set
tle on terms acceptable to Washing
to n, n waters said. 

For the Stalinist bureaucrats, detente 
means trade and technology so des
perately needed to meet the rising ex
pectations of the masses in the work
ers states, in the hopes of staving off 
political revolution. This is behind the 
Soviet decision to open up its bor
ders to vastly expanded capitalist in
vestment and trade. 

Waters explained that this move is 
Continued on next page 
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'Educate, agitate, organize' 

... 'Never have the ideas of socialism 
Continued from preceding page 
the logical outcome of the Stalinist 
concept of "socialism in one country," 
of subordinating the worldwide work
ing-class struggle to the needs of the 
privileged, bureaucratic caste that sits 
in the Kremlin or Peking. 

Now the reyolutionary workers and 
peasants in Vietnam, the Middle East, 
and elsewhere around the world are 
being made to pay for this bureau
cratic mismanagement through the 
counterrevolutionary betrayals of 
detente. 

War danger escalated 
Waters quoted Brezhnev's claim that 

detente will assure "the reduction and 
subsequently the complete removal of 
the possibility of war" between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Un~on. Far from les
sening the dangers of war, however, 
detente has emboldened the capitalist 
warmongers and actually helps in
crease the dangers of nuclear confla
gration. 

The war in Cyprus exemplifies this 
pernicious aspect of the detente policy. 
The Communist Party of Cyprus, duti
fully hewing to the "peaceful coexis
tence" line, backed Archbishop Ma
karios to the hilt as a bulwark against 
imperialism, Waters explained. 

This policy of support to continued 
capitalist rule not only did not 
prevent imperialism from trying to 
strengthen its hold on the strategic 
island, but it weakened the workers 
of Cyprus, making a new outbreak 
of war inevitable. 

To the counterrevolutionary pro
gram of world Stalinism, the world 
Trotskyist movement, the Fourth In-

WATERS: Detente, far from guarantee of 
'peace,' makes new outbreaks of war 
inevitable. 

ternational, counterposes the alterna
tive of resolute struggle against cap
italism, Waters said. 

Because of reactionary legislation 
in the U. S., she explained, the SWP 
cannot formally affiliate with the 
Fourth International, but the SWP and 
Y SA are in full solidarity with its 
goals. 

The program of the Fourth Inter
national, laid down at its founding 
in 1938, is based on uncompromising 
struggle to abolish capitalism. "To the 
pictures of Nixon and Brezhnev and 
Nixon and Mao clinking glasses as 
bombs rain on the Vietnamese, we 
counterpose the poster of revolution
ary Russia, with Lenin sweeping the 
capitalist trash away!" Waters de
clared. 

Faith in workers 
Unlike the Stalinists, the Trotsky

ist perspective places no faith in "pro
gressive" capitalists or liberal politi
cians, but educates the workers to rely 
on their own class to achieve change. 

Revolutionary socialists also edu
cate on the need for the workers to 
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Conference participants discussed their experiences in helping build fight against cop 
terror in Black communities. 

maintain class independence on every 
level, including the electoral and gov
ernmental plane, rejecting the popu
lar-front schemes devised by the cap
italists and their labor lieutenants to 
blunt the class struggle. 

The method of struggle must be that 
of mass mobilization, Waters added, 
quoting from Peruvian peasant lead
er Hugo Blanco, who wrote, "On the 
day the masses realize that their pow
er lies in themselves, the exploiters 
are finished." 

This mobilization of the working 
class and its allies calls for a pro
gram of immediate, democratic, and 
transitional demands that can bridge 
the gap between the present con
sciousness of the workers and their 
eventual realization that the entire cap
italist system must be uprooted. 

Only a mass, revolutionary, com
bat party can put forward such a 
program and organize the masses 
around it to lead the socialist rev
olution. "Such a party," said Waters, 
"must be international in program, 
perspective, and organization. Ad
vancing the construction of such par
ties is the primary task of the Fourth 
International today." 

American revolution 
The American socialist revolution 

is key to the entire world revolution. 
The perspectives for revolution in the 
U.S. were presented by SWP Nation
al Secretary Jack Barnes in a talk 
titled "The Crisis of American Cap
italism and the Evolution of the Rad
icalization." 

The U. S. ruling class is trying to 
point to Nixon's downfall as the end 
of Watergate, Barnes said; and as 
proof that "the system works." But 
three basic roots of the Watergate 
crisis- outrage over the Vietnam war, 
economic decline and the growing cap
italist offensive against workers, and 
the radicalization begun in the 1960s 
-persist. They will not go away. 

The capitalists are forced to deep
en the recession they have started in 
order to try to control inflation and 
to improve their competitive posi
tion in the capitalist world market. 
To do this they will cut back more 
on social services, drive workers' real 
wages down, and increase unemploy
ment. 

"The ruling class's slogans," said 
Barnes, "are 'Less electricity, higher 
bills'; 'Smaller apartments, higher 
rents'; 'Speedup, safety down' .... In 
a word, less for us and more for 
them." 

The conservative, bureaucratized 
trade-union leadership in this coun
try is utterly incapable of defending 
the workers from this attack. But 
young rank-and-file trade unionists 
have grown more militant in response 
to the deepening economic crisis. 

This is revealed not only by the 
increased number of strikes and pro
tests such as the truckers' shutdown 
last winter, but also by the rapid pace 
at which the social and political at
titudes of young workers are chang
ing. 

Vankelovich poll 
Barnes pointed to the recently pub

lished poll by Daniel Yankelovich, 
which shows that young workers have 
been profoundly influenced by the rad
icalization that began on the campuses 
in the 1960 s. 

The survey, conducted before the 
outpouring of Watergate revelations 
and the energy crisis, shows that 
working-class youth are increasingly 
critical of American "democracy," of 
U.S. foreign policy, of racism, big 
corporations, and traditional religious 
and sexual mores. 

These workers are demanding what 
Yankelovich terwed a "Bill of New 
Rights": 

e "To be able to send children to 
college whether or not they can afford 
to do so." 

e "To participate in decisions that 
affect their work." 

e "To enjoy a secure retirement." 
e "To have access to the best medi

cal care whether they can afford it or 
not." 

These demands, stated differently, 
are for the right to a free education 

Militant/Henry Snipper 

BARNES: 'Radicalization continues to 
spread among U.S. workers.' 

through the college level; workers' 
control of production; social care for 
the aged, with complete protection 
against inflation; and socialized medi
cine. All are goals that challenge a 
society run for profit and point to
ward the mobilization of the working 
people in a political struggle for a so
cialist society. 

The results of this poll "show that 
the process of radicalization continues 
to spread among working people," 
Barnes explained. This radicalization 
"is an active process," he said. "These 
young workers are not just being 
acted upon by something that hap
pened to students and antiwar dem
onstrators some time ago; they're act
ing and reacting to a changing world 
situation and changing broad political 
attitudes themselves.'' 

This confirms the SWP' s analysis of 
the radicalization, made at the height 
of organized activity in the student, 
antiwar, Black, and women's libera
tion movements. 

At that time, the SWP predicted that 
young workers would not be immune 
to these struggles, but would increas
ingly identify with and become part 
of them as their own conditions as 
workers changed. A watershed in this 
process was the August 1971 Nixon
Connally New Economic Policy offen
sive to control wages. 

The Yankelovich poll is all the more 
significant in light of the current poli
tical context, Barnes noted, where 
there has been an abeyance of massive 
protest actions on a national scale. 

"We shouldn't confuse reflection and 
pauses in certain sectors of society, 
the lack of any organized massive 

enry 

LIPMAN: 'Struggle of women workers will 
be integral part of rank-and-file revolt.' 

struggle in the working class, with 
any concept of reaction or even con
servatism," he warned. "This is what 
Nixon misread in thinking he had 
a 'mandate' for his reactionary poli
cies, and this is what the ruling class 
misreads today.'' 

In the post-Nixon period, moreover, 
all the features of the radicalization 
have been reinforced by the Water
gate revelations and the deepening so
cial crisis of American capitalism. 

The ideas of socialism sound more 
reasonable to masses of people than 
ever before. Demands that are part 
of the SWP Transitional Program, 
such as opening the books of the cor
porations, ending government secrecy, 
ending war spending, and cost-of-liv
ing clauses, are receiving broader and 
broader support. 

The conference took note of the sig
nificant increase in opportunities for 
socialists in the trade-union movement 
in the recent period. More SWP and 
YSA members are playing an active 
role in unions, including teachers, 
public workers, steelworkers, printers, 
telephone workers, construction work
ers, hospital workers, postal workers, 
railroad workers, oil workers, and 
Teamsters. 



The experiences of these trade 
unionists were drawn together in a 
report by SWP national committee 
member Carol Lipman, on "Class 
Struggle Trends in the Labor Move
ment Today." 

Record of labor oHicials 
The record of the labor· officials in 

the face of inflation, unemployment, 
and union-busting is abysmal, Lip
man said. Instead of championing the 
needs of their members, the attitudes 
of these labor fakers are symbolized 
by the racist policies of American Fed
eration of Teachers head Albert 
Shanker, by the no-strike pact of Steel
workers head I. W. Abel, and by the 
chauvinist "Buy American" campaigns 
offered by the AFL-CIO heads as an 
answer to unemployment. 

They are equally bankrupt on the 
political field. "While Nixon crawls 
from the White House because of the 
mood of the American people," said 
Lipman, "George Meany struts up the 

The results of the Yankelovich poll 
and related material on changing 
attitudes among young workers 
are contained in a July 197 4 bul
letin published by the Socialist 
Workers Party. To order, send 30 
cents to SWP, 14 Charles Lane, 
New York, N.Y. 10014. 

steps of the White House assuring the 
used Ford he will have the coopera
tion of the unions in this country in 
restoring confidence in American 'de
mocracy.' 

"For the unions, the question of po
litical action is a central one, the num
ber one question," Lipman said. "The 
next big 'giant step' by the labor 
movement will have to be on the po
litical field. It will have to be a break 
with the policies of class collaboration 
on all fields- economic and political." 

Rank-and-file militancy, however, is 
gaining for the labor movement a 
new, fighting reputation. Lipman 
pointed to the San Francisco and Los 
Angeles city workers, to striking teach
ers, construction workers, and nurses 
as examples of this new combativity. 
Women, Blacks, and unorganized 
workers are playing a key role in 
this ferment. 

Women workers 
"The most significant of the recent 

developments in the union movement," 
she said, "has been the formation of 
the Coalition of Labor Union Women 
( CL UW). This organization is the ex
pression of a tremendous historic need 

felt by women workers. 
"The needs of this very powerful and 

unorganized sector of the working 
class will be a major factor in the 
coming labor radicalization," Lipman 
predicted. "The struggle of women 
workers will be an integral part of 
the rank-and-file revolt. Their struggle 
will be an integral part of the class
struggle left wing in the American la
bor movement." 

Socialist women active in CL UW 
discussed how to build the organiza
tion at panel and workshop seesions 
during the conference. These sessions 
focused on the importance of strength
ening CL UW by recruiting thousands 
of women unionists to its ranks. 

Another special panel was devoted 
to talks by veteran women trade 
unionists in the SWP, who described 
their experiences in the labor move
ment of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. 

Program for labor 
The goals socialists are fighting for 

in the unions today, said Lipman, can 
be summarized by the following key 
demands: 

"Real equality- through preferential 
hiring and training- of Black and 
women workers. Fighting to combat 
inflation with cost-of-living clauses. A 
shorter workweek at. no reduction in 
pay, to combat unemployment. Break
ing with the capitalist parties and 
forming a labor party." 

The fight for these demands necessi
tates a fight for democracy and class
struggle policies in the unions, 
ultimately a transformation of the 
union movement. Lipman explained 
that while this will entail a head-on 
confrontation with the conservative 
union officialdom at some point, the 
most effective strategy today is "con
centrating our fire on the class enemy, 
on the boss." 

"This is a period of explaining our 

ppmann 

MORRISON: Breaking from Democratic 
Party most urgent task of Black move
ment. 

Militant/Harry Ring 

SWP election campaigns are actively supporting struggles of oppressed, such as move
ment to defend rights of undocumented workers. 

class-struggle program," she said, 
"and uniting with people we can find 
in the unions who will agree to fight 
on one or another of the issues we 
have raised." 

The trends in the Black liberation 
struggle were analyzed in a report 
by Derrick Morrison, a member of 
the SWP national committee and the 
SWP candidate for governor of New 
York. 

Morrison traced the history of the 
fight against racism from the 1954 
Supreme Court decision for school de
segregation to the court's 1974 deci
sion against busing in thr Detroit 
school system. 

Crisis of leadership 
The crisis of leadership in the Black 

movement continues to be the central 
problem, he said. "The Democratic 
Party is directly in the driver's seat'' 
in the Black movement today, through 
the elected Black officials around the 
country. Breaking from the Democrat
ic Party and forming an independent 
Black political party is the most ur
gent task of the Black movement 

Morrison noted that many young 
militants are "confronted with the task 
of fashioning a program that takes 
into account not only Black people's 
oppression as a nationality, but the 
oppression and exploitation that 
Black people face as part of the work
ing class." 

"Key to the struggle for Black lib
eration," Morrison continued, "is the 
building of a revolutionary Marxist 
party." This question was expanded 
upon in a report on "Party-Building 
Tasks iq_ the Black Movement," by 
Young Socialist Alliance National 
Chairman Andrew Pulley. 

Some of the most important recent 
developments in the Black movement, 
Pulley said, have been the partici-

pation of Black workers in strike ac
tions, such as the Baltimore public 
employees' strike; the role of Black 
women in CL UW; and the growing 
number of campaigns against police 
brutality. The SWP and YSA will con
tinue to play an active role in these 
developments, he said. 

Three of the most important areas 
of activity outlined by Pulley are the 
fight against police terror in the Black 
community, protest actions demand
ing immediate freedom for alLthe Por
tuguese colonies in Africa, and propa
ganda work through socialist election 
campaigns and sales of the revolu
tionary press. 

Pulley noted that through The Mili
tant and the socialist suit against gov
ernment W atergating, the SWP and 
Y SA are earning a reputation in the 
Black community as the strongest de
fenders of democratic rights. 

In addition, a small but growing 
layer of Black militants aie becom
ing increasingly interested in Marxist 
ideas. The SWP and YSA will con
tinue to participate in the debates in 
the Black movement around perspec
tives for winning Black liberation, Pul
ley said. 

Workshops were also held on the 
work of the SWP and YSA in the Chi
cano, Puerto Rican, and Asian-Ameri
can struggles. 

SWP national committee member 
Lew Jones drew together the themes 
of the other major presentations at 
the conference to outline the opportun
ities for socialist acuvity this fall. 

Struggles are bound to break out 
at the workplace, in the Black com
munity, or on the campuses that can
not be predicted beforehand, he said. 
The key is to be prepared to partici
pate in and help builrl these struggles. 

Continued on next page 

'Our job is to champion independent struggles' 
"Our job is to seek out and cham
pion whatever independent strug
gles of working people, Blacks, 
women, and other oppressed peo
ple emerge," said Lew Jones in his 
presentation to the Socialist Activ
ists and Educational Conference. 

Jones's report, titled "Educate, 
Agitate, Organize- Party-building 
Tasks in the Coming Months," out
lined the following six areas of 
struggle in which revolutionary so
cialists will continue to be active: 

e Unexpected upsurges and cri
ses, such as the energy crisis or the 
1973 coup in Chile, where protest 
actions break out almost spontan
eously. Such events call for quick, 
audacious responses, such as the 
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wave of demonstrations in defense 
of the Arab revolution last fall dur
ing the Mideast war. 

• The fight against inflation 
and unemployment. New struggles 
against rising prices and layoffs 
are bound to erupt, many through 
the unions and some in unexpected 
forms, such lis the meat boycott 
of 1973. 

• Local campaigns around is
sues such as police brutality, politi
cal frame-ups, or government cut
backs in funds for schools or child 
care. 

• Growing class-struggle activity 
in the union movement. Socialists 
will continue to be active in the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women; 

in strike support work, such as the 
recent Sears strike in San Fran
cisco and the United Farm Work
ers boycott movement; and in new 
struggles to use the power of the 
unions on behalf of the needs of all 
working people, such as the 
fight to defend the undocumented 
workers. 

• Defense of class-struggle vic
tims abroad, including political 
prisoners in Chile, victims of the 
shah of Iran's wave of terror, po
litical prisoners in Spain and Por
tugal, and Soviet dissidents. 

• Active participation in the de
bates within the radical movement 
over program and strategy for 
bringing about social change. 

JONES: Revolutionists pre
pared to respond to unexpected upsurges 
and crises. 

5 



'Educate, agitate, organize' 

... 'Building party is our central task' 
Continued from preceding page 

Three campaigns of the SWP and 
Y SA will be an integral part of work 
in these struggles: the fight for dem
ocratic rights, socialist election cam
paigns, and sales of The Militant and 
other revolutionary literature .. 

Jones also reported on new plans 
for expansion of the revolutionary 
movement. Plans are underway to 
build toward a new branch of the 
SWP in Milwaukee, he said. In addi
tion, the Young Socialist A1liance will 
be sending out traveling teams 
of young people this fall, to sell The 
Militant and Young Socialist, win sup
port for SWP election campaigns, and 
recruit new members to the socialist 
movement. 

Separate reports and workshops 
were devoted to the SWP' s legal chal
lenges to government harassment and 
attack. Frank Boehm, director of the 
SWP 1974 National Campaign Com
mittee, reported on the Political Rights 

Defense Fund (PRDF), which is build
ing support for the SWP and YSA suit 
against government wiretapping, po
lice infiltration, burglary, and bomb
ing. 

The SWP has launched a second 
challenge, demanding exemption from 
campaign disclosure laws. These reg
ulations require that the SWP provide 
the government with the names of all 
contributors, a ready-made list of vic
tims for government attack. 

Bqehm said that the SWP is also 
stepping up its fight against undemo
cratic election laws and attempts to 
exclude SWP candidates from the b al
lot. 

Another special report was present
ed on the role of The Militant and the 
important new opportunities for ex
panding its readership. Larry Seigle, 
of the editorial staff of The Militant, 
gave this report. (For plans to in
crease the paper's circulation, see page 
7.) 

Militant/Henry Snipper 

Among many classes at socialist conference was a lecture series on Transitional Pro
gram, given by SWP leader George Breitman. 

A central theme throughout the week 
of talks and classes was the need to 
build a mass, revolutionary socialist 
party that can lead the coming Ameri
can revolution. 

Constructing such a party is "the 
most difficult prerequisite of the prole
tarian revolution," SWP Organization 
Secretary Barry Sheppard explained 
in a talk on the organizational princi
ples of the SWP. 

Sheppard described how the struc
. ture and organization of the revolu
tionary party flow from the job it 
must carry out -leading the oppressed 
masses in overturning the most ruth
less, powerful class in history. 
Drawing from the lessons of Lenin's 
Bolshevik party, he explained why 
a serious revolutionary party must 
be a tightly knit, disciplined organiza
tion that can depend on the loyalty 
of its entire membership. 

The problems of constructing a 
world party of revolution are even 
more complex, as SWP national com
mittee member Gus Horowitz ex
plained in his report. Horowitz dis
cussed the experiences of the Third 
International and the Fourth Inter
national in grappling with the prob
lem of building a collective leader
ship. 

He pointed out that Jim Cannon 
made some of his most important con
tributions to the revolutionary move
ment on this very question. 

Horowitz quoted from one of Can
non's essays in Speeches to the Party, 
where Cannon explained, "Given the 
program, the construction of leading 
cadres is the key to the construction 
of revolutionary parties; and the for
mer requires an even higher degree of 
consciousness and a more deliberate 
design than the latter." 

Militant/Henry Snipper 

SHEPPARD: 'Building party is most dif
ficult prerequisite of workers revolution.' 

Cannon inspired the leade_rship 
team he helped to build with a vision 
of the socialist future. Joe Hansen, 
editor of Intercontinental Press and 
longtime leader of the SWP, described 
Cannon's perspective in his speech to 
the Political Tribute to Jim Cannon, 
held the last night of the Oberlin con
ference: 

"He was utterly dedicated to over
throwing this monstrous system in 
which we happen to have been born. 

"Jim had a clear vision of socialism 
and the perspectives it could open up. 
He gained this vision as a youth and 
the vision never left him. He sought 
throughout his conscious life to impart 
this vision to others, to inspire them, 
and to win them to the cause.'' 

Conference participants left Oberlin 
determined to build the revolutionary 
party that can make the socialist per
spective a reality. 

Prepaid Militant subscription cards now available 
At the Socialist Activists and Educa
tional Conference The Militant ini
tiated another way to build the paper's 
circulation by taking a lesson from 
the past. 

The Appeal to Reason was a mass
circulation socialist weekly in the early 
years of the twentieth century. Many 
supporters helped boost the newspa
per's circulation by buying prepaid 
subscription cards from the Appeal, 
which they in turn sold to new readers. 

James P. Cannon was a longtime 
advocate of the prepaid sub card 
method for getting subs. He referred 
to them in some of the letters he wrote 
while in prison and more recently in 
an interview conducted by Harry 
Ring. 

Ring asked Cannon what the So
cialist Party was like in Rosedale, 
Kans., the town where Cannon grew 
up. Cannon responded: 
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"Well, I guess there were about a 
dozen of them altogether, mainly old
time socialists .... They just kept the 
faith. 'Talking socialism' was an ex
pression commonly used then. When
ever they'd get a chance to talk to 
anybody they'd try to get in a few 
words for socialism to anybody who 
would listen. 

"They also subscribed to the Ap
peal to Reason. ... They had a 
column in the paper called the 'Ap
peal Army,' and that consisted of peo
ple who sold subscriptions and sent 
them in, and they would mention in 
the paper those who made the best 
record that week. My father used to 
be in there quite often. He'd send in 
five or 10 subs. He was very proud 

of that. 
"They used to carry the Appeal to 

Reason subs in their pocket, a pre
paid postal card with a coupon at
tached to it. The idea was that you 
didn't send each subscription you sold 
with the money for that sub. You 
bought five or 10 prepaid cards, 25 
cents each. I think they were five for 
$1. Then as you sold each one you 
kept the money and dropped the card 
in the mailbox. This saved the sub 
hustler the trouble of keeping books 
and sending letters and all the rest 
of that." 

Joel Britton, one of The Militant! s 
editors, announced the cards to con
ference participants at one of the main 
sessions. "We don't propose switching 
entirely to the prepaid card," he ex
plained, ''but we feel there is a place 
in our scheme of things for the sub 
cards, and we have printed some espe
cially for this conference." 

He explained that the sub cards were 
postcards with The Militanfs address 
and proper postage on one side and 
a space to fill in the new subscriber's 
name and address on the other. They 
sell for $1 a piece and are worth a 
two-month subscription to The Mili
tant. 

Just as the Appeal to Reason sold 
five of their 25-cent cards for $1, 11 
of The Militants $1 sub cards can 
be had for $10. After your tenth sale 
you can do what Jim Cannon's father 
did- sell the eleventh sub for less than 
a dollar, give it to an interested per
son without funds, or sell it and have 
a well-deserved snack with the extra 
dollar. 

~· 
~· 

Britton explained that the advan
tage of the prepaid cards is that they 
make it easy for Militant supporters 
to sell subscriptions. "When you're 
'talking socialism' to a co-worker or 
student and you convince someone 
to g~t an introductory sub," he said, 
"just fill in the person's name and ad
dress, tear off the receipt, which is 
perforated on the end of the card, 
ahd drop it in the nearest mailbox. 
It saves the hassle of hanging onto 
the sub blank and the dollar and it 
speeds .the subscription to the new 
reader." 

Conference participants purchased 
263 prepaid sub cards. Twenty Mili
tant supporters bought p_ackets of 11. 

The cards are already being mailed 
into the business office complete with 
a new reader's name and address. 

Bob Gahtan from Boston takes the 
lead in selling the cards. He's already 
sent back two. Lee Smith, from New 
York, the first Militant supporter to 
buy a packet of 11, has mailed in 
one of his cards so far. 

Readers who want to help build up 
our subscription base are urged to 
use these cards. Buy a packet of 11 
and keep them with you wherever you 
go. This way you will miss no oppor
tunity to interest a new person in The 
Militant. 

The cards can be purchased from 
The Militant Business Office, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014 
or through local units of the Young 
Socialist Alliance and Socialist Work
ers Party. 

Send $5 for five cards or $10 for 11. 



Militant launches circulation drive for 
9,400 weekly sales; 12,000 subs 

By ROSE OGDEN 
The Socialist Activists and Education
al Conference kicked off an aggres
sive drive to boost the circulation of 
The Militant 

Plans were announced for a cam
paign to distribute 9,400 copies week
ly through organized street sales be
ginning with this issue and extend
ing for 11 weeks. 

Rose Ogden is the business man
ager of The Militant. 

In addition, a drive was launched 
to sell 12,000 two-month introductory 
subscriptions between Sept. 7 and 
Nov. 24. 

The importance of The Militant in 
building the socialist movement was 
brought out by conference participants 
in many of the workshops and major 
presentations. Larry Seigle, one of the 
editors of The Militant, spoke on" The 
Militant: What it is and how to use it." 

"The Militant," he said, "is our most 
effective weekly tool in the task of con
structing the revolutionary party. The 
banner in the back sums up our tasks 
as 'educate, agitate, and organize.' 
The Militant is our weekly educator, 
agitator, and organizer. 

"It is designed to: Educate large num
bers of people on the basic ideas of so-

cialism and the Trotskyist movement; 
to agitate-to hammer away week 
after week at the most timely slogans, 
whether it's for an escalator clause, 
against cop terror, or urging solidari
ty with ·the African colonies against 
Portuguese colonialism; to organize 
-as a recruiter to the Socialist Work
ers Party and the Young Socialist Al
liance, and the organizer of the cam
paigns of our movement." 

Through The Militant circulation 
drives, we are able to reach more and 
more new people and to reach them 
regularly with our message. These ef
forts take us a step closer to our goal 
of building The Militant into the mass 
circulation socialist weekly in the 
United States. 

The two methods used to expand 
The Militanfs circulation are the cam
paigns to sell single issues and the 
subscription drives. In the past few 
years we have successfully combined 
both methods and this fall we plan to 
do the same. 

We aim to mstitutionalize higher 
overall sales of the paper and to do 
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Militant business manager Rose Ogden outlines fall sales drive at Militant circulation 
workshop. 

it in coordination with all the other 
political activity socialists partici
pate in. 

The fall campaign will emphasize 
consistency. Each area will take an 
ambitious but realistic goal and or
ganize to meet it each week from the 
outset of the campaign. The goals 
are not set at the highest level they 
could be if all other activity were sub
ordinated to the task of selling The 
Militant Rather the goals are designed 
to fit Militant sales into a rounded, 
balanced plan of activity. The mea
sure of the campaign's success will 
be how many areas meet their goal 
each week. 

The gains of the past three sales 
campaigns lay the basis for this fall's 
projections. Militant supporters have 
established a regular sales base in 
the Black, Puerto Rican, and Chicano 
communities, on the campuses, on 
downtown street corners, and at work
places in their cities. Continuing these 
consistent sales will be a focus for 
the fall. 

The sales campaign also helps to 
increase the number sold regularly. 
Average sales during the spring cam
paign of 1974 were 8,400 weekly
a considerable jump from the spring 
1973 average of 6, 500. With each 
area shooting to meet their goals con
sistently this fall, the average num
ber sold should climb even higher. 

Respond to local events 

tiona} events occur, Militant support
ers will want to respond with inten
sified sales across the country. 

One week was targeted for an in
tensive national mobilization for all
out Militant sales, planned far in ad
vance. The Nov. 1 Militant will be 
a "Vote Socialist" issue featuring ex
tensive coverage of the SWP election 
campaigns. 

Areas will take higher goals for this 
week and increase Militant sales in 
coordination with windup activities of 
the local election campaigns. The 
model for this special sales week is 
the target week of last May, when 
more than 15,000 Militants were sold. 

Coinciding with the sales campaign 
will be the drive to win 12,000 Mili
tant introductory subscribers. In con
junction with The Militant, the Inter
national Socialist Review set a goal 
to sell 2,300 three-month subscriptions 
to the ISR. New readerswill be urged 
to take the combination offer of $2 
for an introductory subscription to 
The Militant and the ISR. 

The advantage of a subscription is 
that the new reader can see a num
ber of issues instead of just one. This 
allows people to follow The Militants 
coverage of unfolding events and to 
see how socialists react to a variety 
of issues. 

Subscription drives are also essen
tial in expanding the geographical 
spread of the paper, helping to make 
The Militants distribution truly na
tional. 

Supporters aim to get the bulk of 
the subscriptions early in the drive 
by going to campuses as they open 
throughout their state. 

Young Socialist teams 
The outreach will be further ex

panded through the efforts of the 15 
Young Socialist teams, who will be 
traveling full-time across the country 
armed with Militants, the ISR, and 
the Young Socialist, newspaper of the 
YSA. 

The teams have taken the goal of 
selling 3, 600 Militant subscriptions 
during the eight weeks they will be 
on the road. The subscriptions will 
assure that a whole layer of young 
people will have contact with socialist 
ideas even after the teams have 
moved on. 

Each team has also pledged to sell 
100 copies of The Militant and 100 
copies of the YSweekly. 

Subscription sales will also be or
ganized in the Black, Puerto Rican, 
and Chicano communities. 

Another aspect of the subscription 
drive is to sell subs to co-workers and 
others in the course of political ac
tivity or on the job. The new pre
paid subscription cards will facilitate 
this effort. (See accompanying article.) 

The Young Socialist also launched 
a sales campaign at the Socialist Ac
tivists and Educational Conference. 
The goal is to sell 11,500 Y.SS 
monthly. 

The Militants circulation drive en
ables supporters to get The Militant 
into the hands of thousands of peo
ple every week. Through our consis
tent sales and geographical outreach 
Militant supporters project the social
ist movement in a visible and ag
gressive manner as the political al
ternative to the capitalist parties in 
power. 

In one of his letters from prison 
in 1944, James P. Cannon summed 
up the value of this kind of propa
ganda effort: 

"Our distributors and sub can
vassers should swarm like bees at 
every labor and radical .gathering. 
... We should now reappear at the 
colleges also. Our aim should be to 
swamp all relatively progressive ar
ticulate circles with the volume of our 
propaganda; to psychologize them 
with the impression of our energy and 
aggressiveness. This is a weapon." 

It is with this spirit that we embark 
on this fall's circulation offensive. 

The ongoing sales campaign will 
provide the best jumping-off point for 
substantially increasing sales any one 
week in response to major political 
developments. All areas will be geared 
up for shooting over their weekly 
goals as events break in their cities. 

Help sell The Militant 
This aspect of Militant sales was 

one of the points discussed in the fall 
circulation workshop. Rich Stuart 
from San Francisco explained the im
portance of The Militant during the 
wave of strikes that took place in 
that city this past spring involving 
city workers, carpenters, retail work
ers, and nurses. 

He said socialists were able to ex
plain their proposals for carrying the 
strikes forward and to introduce mili
tant workers to socialist ideas through 
the pages of The Militant "In each 
one of those strike situations it was 
The Militant around which we 
hinged much of our activity," Stuart 
said. 

Atlanta Militant supporters told how 
they sold nearly 900 copies of the 
issue of The Militant featuring a front
page story on the struggle of the At
lanta Black community against po
lice terror. 

When major national and interna-

Join The Militants fall sales cam
paign. 

You can participate in weekly 
sales with members of the Socialist 
Workers Party or the Young So
cialist Alliance in your area. Their 

addresses are listed in the Socialist 
Directory on page 30. 

Or you can order a bundle di
rectly from the Militant Business 
Office. The cost is 17 cents a copy, 
and we bill you at the end of each 
month. 

The Militant will be printing a 
scoreboard each week reporting on 
the progress of the campaign. We 
hope all salespeople will report the 
number they sell to the business 
office so those sales can be included 
on the scoreboard. 

I want to take a weekly sales goal 
of __ _ 

Send me a weekly bundle of __ _ 

Name-----------------Address ___________ _ 
City ___________ _ 

State Zip ___ _ 
14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014 
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Pension 'reform' law: little help for aged 
By FRANK LOVELL 
The widely heralded pension reform 
law of 197 4 passed the House of Rep
resentatives 407-2 and the Senate 85-
0. 

On Sept. 2, President Ford signed it 
into law. It was the Labor Day of
fering of the Ford administration, its 
first piece of "progressive" legislation. 

It seems Ford, like his predecessor, 
is not one tp. understate the signifi
cance of his own actions. "This is 
really an historic Labor Day," he said 
as he signed the bill. " ... this legis
lation will probably give more bene
fits and rights and success in the area 
of labor-management than almost 
anything in the history of the 
country." 

The AFL-CIO News, official week
ly publication of the national labor 
federation, headlined the "landmark" 
event in its Aug. 24 issue, "Major Pen
sion Reforms Cleared to White 
House." 

"The bill is designed to assure some 
30 million U.S. workers that they will 
get the pension benefits they have 
coming, with new requirements for 
vesting and funding, a system of fed
eral insurance against bankruptcy of 
private pension ,pl~ns and tighter re
porting and disclosure laws for pen
sion fund administrators," said the 
AFL-CIO News account. 

Officially titled "Employee Retire
ment Income Security Act of 1974," 
the law brings private pension funds, 
in their aggregate exceeding $150-bil
lion, under federal regulation for the 
first time. 

The legislation is a typical response 
of the capitalist government to wide-

FORD: Tells workers bogus 'reform' bill 
is best thing that ever happened to them. 

Teamster 
picket 
killed 
in UPS 
strike 
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spread financial victimization of 
worker.s. Pension fraud scandals re
vealed such callous disregard of hu
man suffering that a show of protec
tion was required. 

A government study in 1972 re
vealed that 1,227 pension plans ter
minated that year, costing about 20,-
000 workers a loss of almost $50-
million in benefits. 

The United Auto Workers (UAW) 
documented what some crooked pen
sion schemes have meant to indi
vidual workers. Solidarity, the UAW 
monthly publication, reported in its 
September 1973 issue the case of 
Thadis Bevelle Jr., "one of 275 UAW 
Local 601 members who were booted 
from their jobs when Swedish Crucible 
Steel Co. decided to dump its 'unprof
itable' foundry operation in Ham
tramck, Mich." 

Bevelle was a three-time loser, hav
ing previously been a victim of Mur
ray Body and Packard Motor clos
ings. He had worked for 17 years 
at Swedish Crucible and lost his pen
sion credits as well as his foundry 
job when the company folded. 

He had slim prospects of another 
job because of age and health. "Even 
when I do get one," said Bevelle, "I 

By FRED RICHARDS 
NEW YORK- Edward Dougherty is 
dead. The 4,000 truck drivers, help
ers, and package sorters of Interna
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters Lo
cal 804 will not forget how he was 
killed. 

The 43-year-old Dougherty, a busi
ness agent for Local 804, was run 
down by a 15-ton tractor-trailer while 
picketing with 150 fellow union mem
bers at the United Parcel Service 
(UPS) distribution center in Se
caucus, N.J. 

According to a union picket who 
was there, after the truck hit Dougher
ty it backed up and ran over him a 
second time. He died an hour later. 

Dougherty was killed Aug. 29, the 
second day of a strike by Local 804 
against UPS, the leading money-mak
er of U. S. motor carriers. UPS han
dles 200,000 packages a day in the 
metropolitan New York area, a major 
source of its revenue. 

Local 804 strikers were picketing the 
Secaucus plant in an attempt to win 
support from truck drivers of their 
sister Teamster Local 177 and thereby 

can't possibly earn another 17 years 
of credits before I'm 65." 

A UAW booklet, "Keeping Pension 
Promises," documents other cases: 

e Walter Baldridge worked for 44 
years at a Studebaker plant and re
ceived no pension when the company 
closed. 

• Joe Mansor receives a $34.65 
monthly pension check after 32 years 
on the job at Eltra's Champlain Ave
nue plant in Toledo, Ohio. 

e Leo Brocki, who had worked 36 
years in the aerospace industry, was 
without pension rights at age 58. 

e Guadalupe Luna lost 19 years 
of pension credits when a Los Angeles 
fixture manufacturing plant was swal
lowed up by a conglomerate. 

Examples of this kind are in the 
tens of thousands from all industries 
and every section of the country. Bil
lions of dollars collected in pension 
funds were monies that otherwise 
should have gone to workers in their 
weekly paychecks, the withheld funds 
being used for investment purposes 
in most instances, and in the end of
ten stolen from the workers under one 
pretext or another. 

The new law does nothing to re
cover these stolen billions. A Public 

halt all UPS transport in and out of 
the greater New York area. 

When many Local 177 drivers re
fused to cross the picket line, the UPS 
bosses ordered their supervisor flunk
ies to organize a scab truck convoy to 
crash the picket line. The trucks were 
driven by supervisors and at least 
one Local 177 driver, Ernest Henry, 
who did the employers' dirty work by 
running down Dougherty. 

Key issues for striking UPS work
ers, in addition to higher wages and 
cost-of-living adjustments, are job se-· 
curity and forced overtime. 

The job security issue centers on 
UPS's attempt to remove union con
tract language limiting the number of 
part-time workers it can hire, while 
at the same time inserting new word
ing that would eliminate full-time jobs 
in favor of part-time jobs. 

Related to job security is the frequent 
involuntary overtime forced on work
ers by fast-growing UPS. One Local 
804 shop steward said many drivers 
regularly work two or three hours of 
forced overtime a day, and by the time 
they get home at night they are too 

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora
tion, administered by the secretaries 
of Labor, Treasury, and Commerce, 
and an advisory committee of seven, 
will protect an estimated 23 million 
workers in plans promising specific 
benefits at retirement. But this applies 
only after July 1, 197 4, for single
employer plans and after Jan. 1, 
1978, for multi-employer plans. All 
who have been robbed or will be 
robbed before those dates are no
claim losers. The pension-fund rob
bers are all free to walk away. 

There are other aspects of the new 
law that protect the criminals instead 
of the victims. It does not cover fed
eral, state, or local government pen
sion plans. It sets no benefit levels. 
It requires no employer to pay pen
sion benefits. All it does is regulate 
the pension funds established by vol
untary pension plans and those won 
in collective bargaining. 

A provision of the law allows for 
individual retirement accounts. Self
employed persons can deduct tax
free 15 percent of income, up to $7,-
500 a year, compared to the current 
$2,500 limitation. This is of no bene
fit to workers who average around 
$10,000 gross income and cannot put 
away a dime. It is another tax loop
hole for the rich. 

"The vast majority of persons now 
under pension plans still will not get 
a benefit," says Karen Ferguson, at
torney for a Ralph Nader consumer 
group. She contends, "The bill will 
take care of the horror stories, but 
three-fourths of the total private work 
force still is not going to have any 
supplement to Social Security at all." 

Merton Bernstein, professor of law 
at Ohio State University, in an ar
ticle for The Nation (April 27) called 
the legislation "Bogus Pension Re
form." He says, "A typical blue-col
lar plan paying $5 a month for each 
credited year of work would provide 
after five years a benefit of $6.25 
a month or $7 5 a year- a paltry 
amount." 

Pension plans are supposed to pro
vide a supplement to the present in
adequate Social Security benefits. On
ly a small minority of workers ever 
collect private pensions, and those 
who collect get far less than the ad
vertised $7 50 monthly maximum. 

Instead of hailing this bogus pen
sion reform as a major victory for 
the working class, the union move
ment would do well to fight now for 
adequate Social Security payments 
that will benefit all workers upon re
tirement. 

exhausted to do anything but grab a 
quick meal and fall asleep. 

But UPS, in a drive to boost profits, 
refuses to hire any more full-time driv
ers or inside workers and is hiring 
part-timers instead. The part-time 
workers are paid less than half the 
hourly wages of full-timers (less than 
$3 an hour compared to $6 for some 
full-timers) and receive no benefits 
such as hospitalization coverage. 

Local 804 has demanded that there 
be a limit to the number of part-timers · 
and that the full-time work force not 
be reduced by attrition or any other 
schemes. The result of its showdown 
with UPS on this issue could have 
important ramifications across the 
country, where by and large UPS has 
not encountered major strike resis
tance to its part-timer forced-overtime 
drive. 

UPS has exploited differences 
among the leaderships of Local 804, 
Local 177, and the top officials of 
the Teamsters. Locals 804 and 177 
both represent UPS drivers, helpers, 
and sorters in the New York area. 

Continued on page 30 



Fears of degression grow 

Ford plan: stepped-up attack on workers 
By DICK ROBERTS 
"We are in a recession now, and there 
is every indication that we are going 
into a depression," AFL-CIO Presi
dent George Meany said in Washing
ton Aug. 31. 

According to the latest Gallup Poll, 
the overwhelming majority of Ameri
cans believe that the economic situa
tion will worsen during the next six 
months- 68 percent of those inter
viewed. 

Almost half-46 percent-predict 
another depression such as that in the 
1930 s. "Rarely in the four-decade his
tory of Gallup audits ... has concern 
over the economy been so prominent," 
the pollsters stated. 

The reasons are not hard to find. 
"Months of economic sluggishness, 

with little prospect of improvement, 
have left millions wondering how long 
their jobs will continue," U.S. News 
& World Report said Sept. 2. 

"Unprecedented inflation has turned 
out to be far more persistent than peo
ple had been led to expect .... 

"People feel poorer ... because they 
are poorer. After decades of vigorous
ly growing wealth, the country now 
has seen a very sharp downturn in 
the net assets of Americans." 

Every economic statistic indicates a 
worsening situation: 

• Unemployment rose in July to an 
official rate of 5.3 percent. Compared 
to an unemployment rate of 3.5 per
cent for adult men, the rate was 5.2 
percent for adult women and 16.2 
percent for teen-agers. The unemploy
ment rate for Black workers climbed 
from 8.8 percent in June to 9.4 per
cent, and the rate for Black teenagers 
jumped from 30.3 percent to 35.3 per
cent. 

e Consumer prices continued to rise 
-at a rate of 0.8 percent in July
so that the July level was 11.8 per
cent above a year earlier. This made 
real wages 5.3 percent lower than a 
year ago. 

• Most ominous was a whopping 
3 percent rise in farm prices in the 
month ending Aug. 15, so food prices 
in the supermarkets are bound to rise 
in coming months as these price in
creases are passed on to consumers. 

Wholesale prices altogether rose 3. 7 
percent in July, the biggest jump for 
any month in the current period of 
sustained inflation except for August 
1973. 

Recession deepens 
The government still officially re

fuses to call it a recession, but the 
fact is, consumer purchasing power 

London. Losses of major British bank high
light shakiness of world economy. 
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Ford and economic advisers. Administration plans layoffs, wage 'guidelines,' and cutbacks. 

has already been much harder hit 
than in the past three recessions. 

This significant information was re
vealed by the First National City 
Bank in its August economic news
letter: Measured in terms of what is 
actually bought, rather than in prices, 
personal consumption has fallen 2.4 
percent. This compares to a rise of 
1.1 percent in the 1969-70 recession; 
a fall of 0.5 percent in the 1960-61 
recession; and a fall of 1.4 percent 
in the 1957-58 recession. 

But the clearest indicator that the 
recession is going to deepen comes 
in a different set of statistics, the in
ventory buildup in manufacturing. As 
of July, even discounting for inflated 
prices, manufacturer's inventories con
tinued to rise. 

As real wages sag and workers' 
purchasing power declines, manu
facturers will soon have to cut further 
back on production to _ allow these 
bloated stocks of goods to decline. 
That will mean a further cutback in 
jobs, which in turn will "multiply" back 
through the economy, all the more cut
ting into purchasing power and deep
ening the recession. 

Noteworthy too was the announce
ment by the Ford Motor Company 
that it will reduce its capital spend
ing (spending on machinery and plant 
facilities) in 197 5 by more than $220-
million. This is in anticipation of "only 
a modest increase" in 197 5 car sales, 
Henry Ford II declared. 

So far capital spending elsewhere 
in the economy is continuing to rise. 
But if cuts like the one announced 
by Ford were to spread, and if they 
coincided with the necessary reduction 
of inventories, it would cause the 
recession to take on truly crisis pro
portions. 

In response to the mounting anger 
at inflation and joblessness, the White 
House has announced its two-day 
"summit conference" on inflation for 
Sept. 27-28. Although the exact steps 
that will be decided on cannot be 
known, it is certain that no good for 
the working person will come of this 
meeting. 

A fairly good idea of the kind of 
economic measures President Ford 
will come up with after the summit 
can be gotten from those that have al
ready been undertaken: 

• After repeatedly denying that he 
would adopt any kind of wage con
trols, Ford urged Congress to defer 
until Jan. 1, 1975, a 5.5 percent pay 
boost for more than 3.5 million gov
ernment employees. This three-month 
wage freeze would cost the workers 

involved $700-million. Comparable 
steps were taken by the Nixon ad
ministration before and during the 
"New Economic Policy." 

• Administration officials have giv
en "strong hints" that "wage guide
lines" will be developed, according to 
the Sept. 3 Wall Street Journal. Such 
guidelines, first imposed by the Ken
nedy administration, are always used 
to batter workers' demands below 
what they need to catch up with spiral
ing prices. 

• Secretary of Labor Peter Bren
nan indicated that the administration 
will not adopt a public works 
job program unless unemployment 
reaches 7 percent. Even then, what 
has been suggested is a program to 
hire only 800,000 workers. If the un
employment rate does reach 7 per
cent, which is not at all unlikely, it 
would mean nearly six million work
ers would be officially unemployed, 
with millions more than that jobless 
but discouraged from seeking work. 

• The White House is 11eeking heavy 
budget cutbacks. A favorite of Presi
dent Ford's is to reduce educational 
benefits for veterans by some $300: 
million. 

All of these measures boil down to 
the sa~e thing-attacking workers' 
jobs and wages-with a token job 
program thrown in if the pressure on 
the government gets too rough. None 
of the measures is intended to pre
vent the recession from getting deeper. 

It is the clear policy of the govern
ment to allow the recession to deep
en. The ruling class hopes that this 
will ultimately force workers to tone 
down their wage demands and give 
U. S. capitalism a freer hand in world 
competition. 

World depression? 
For it is in the world economy that 

the most serious signs of a possible 
international depression have begun 
to occur. Reporting from Paris 
Aug. 25, New York Times correspon
dent Clyde Farnsworth said, "The eco
nomic gloom is deepening in Western 
nations as stock markets crumble, 
bankruptcies rise, inflation rages and 
unemployment climbs toward what 
many fear will be unacceptably high 
levels this winter. 

"For the first time since the nine
teen-thirties," Farnsworth continued, 
"a slump has hit the major trading 
nations at roughly the same time. 

"This convergence represents a dan
gerous new element, in the opinion 
of many bankers and economists, be
cause of the possibility that it could 

touch off a process in which reces
sionary forces begin feeding on them
selves." 

The previous day, Aug. 24, West 
German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
took the highly unusual step of pub
licly warning the Ford administra
tion that if it continues to pursue re
cessionary policies, the grave down
turn in the United States would pull 
down the rest of the capitalist world. 

Schmidt's move came with the back
ground of three West German bank 
failures within two weeks in August. 

The West German banks are small 
ones, but on Sept. 2 it was revealed 
that Lloyds Bank of Britain, one of 
that nation's most powerful financial 
institutions, had lost up to $75-mil
lion in "irregular" currency trans
actions. 

Italian crisis 
Although the details on these bank 

failings have been kept secret, there 
are many indications that they involve 
the acute economic difficulties of Italy. 
The Lloyds losses came in dealings 
with its branch in Lugano, Switzer
land, near the Italian border. 

West Germany announced Aug. 31 
that it would lend Italy $2-billion to 
help bail the government out of its 
financial crisis. This would seem to 
show that other West German banks 
besides those that have already failed, 
and probably larger ones, have loans 
to Italy, and the government in Bonn 
is fearful of new failures. 

Most interesting was an artiCle 
buried in the New York Times finan
cial pages Sept. 3, saying that the U. S. 
Office of the Controller of Currency 
has· alerted its bank examiners to view 
all medium and long-term loans to 
Italian government agencies and 
Italian banks and companies as 
"problematical." Nothing like a little 
"internationalism" between capitalist 
powers! 

But it is precisely the impossibility 
of "internationalism" between compet
ing capitalist nations that gets to the 
heart of the dangerous world econom
ic situation. 

The Ford administration is follow
ing recessionary policies- and will re
fuse to accede to Bonn's request
because U. S. capitalism is trying to 
improve its competitive position in 
world trade. Hold down American 
workers' wage demands, cheapen 
U. S. goods, and carve out bigger 
foreign markets- this is the central 
program of U. S. capitalism. It could 
lead to another world depression as 
it did in the 1930s. 
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3,000 rally in L.A.: 'End deportations!' 
By MARIANA HERNANDEZ 
LOS ANGELES- In August of 1970, 
Chicanos expressed deep hatred of the 
war in Vietnam by marching 30,000-
strong through East Los Angeles 
chanting: "Raza Si, Guerra No!" A 
bloody attack on that demonstration 
by the Los Angeles County sheriffs 
department resulted in the deaths of 
three Chicanos, including Ruben Sa
lazar, the noted Chicano journalist. 

Four years later, on Aug. 31, the 
anniversary of the attack on the Chi
cano Moratorium, nearly 3,000 peo-

Mariana Hernandez is a Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for East 
Los Angeles city council. 

ple marched through East Los An
geles. This time the chant was: "Raza 
Si, Migra No!" 

Organized as a march and rally 
against deportations, it was one of 
the first significant united demonstra
tions in East Los Angeles since 1970. 
Some 30 organizations endorsed the 
march and organized contingents to 
participate. 

Organizers of the action included 
the antideportation organization CA
SA, Comite Nacional pro Liberaci6n 
de Los Tres, MECHA (Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan- Chi-

, cano Student Movement of Aztlan), 

Centro de Ia Raza-Long Beach, Tea
tros Unidos, Committee for Defense of 
the Bill of Rights, U. S. Committee for 
Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners, Young Socialist Alliance, 
Socialist Workers Party, Revolution
ary Union, Brown Berets, New Ameri
can Movement, and the Coalition 
Against Racism and Repression. 

This demonstration against la 
migra (the Immigration and Naturali
zation Service) takes on special im
portance because it comes at a time 
when a new lynch spirit is being 
whipped up against undocumented 
workers, and harassment by la migra 
is being stepped up. 

Since 1970 la migra has pushed 
out more than two million workers 
who happen to be citizens of Mexico. 
The projected number for this year is 
800,000. 

The demonstration made clear that 
leaders of the United Farm Workers 
do not speak for the Chicano move
ment in their recent attacks on un
documented workers. The East Los 
Angeles marchers rejected the notion 
that the farm workers' struggles, 
which they support, can be won by 
calling on la migra. 

Literature circulated at the rally em
phasized that workers without papers 
are an integral part of the working 
people of the United States and it is 

not these workers who are to blame 
for unemployment, low wages, and 
high inflation. 

Lucy Perez, speaking for the spon
soring coalition, explained that at the 
same time that workers are being forci
bly deported across porders, big cor
porations disregard these same bor
ders in setting up multinational opera
tions. 

The rally was chaired by Bert Co-

NY march defends undocumented workers 
By SALLY RHETT 
NEW YORK-More than 400 peo
ple marched in a spirited demon
stration here Aug. 31 demanding 
an end to the deportation of un
documented workers. 

The march ended in a rally at 
the Plaza Caribe, a gathering place 
for the many Dominicans and 
Haitians living on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan. 

The National Coalition for Fair 
Immigration Laws and Practices, 
which sponsored the demonstration, 
inchides representatives from the 
Puerto Rican Socialist Party; Com
mittee for the Defense of Immigrants 
(CODI), a coalition of 68 Latin
American groups; Committee for 
the Defense of Human Rights in 
the Dominican Republic; Socialist 
Workers Party; Committee for the 
Defense of Haitian Workers; Par-

tido Revolucionario Dominicano 
(PRD); Partido por el Liberaci6n 
Dominicano (PLD); Linea Roj a; 
Socio Cultural Deportivo Maria 
Trinidad Sanchez; Young Socialist 
Alliance; the U. S. Committee for 
Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners; CASA; and Young Work
ers Liberation League. 

The rally at Plaza Caribe was 
marred by a takeover of the stage 
by the PRD and Linea Roja, a 
Maoist organization. The takeover 
prompted the PSP, CODI, and the 
Committee for Fair Immigration 
Laws and Practices (the main or
ganizers of the action) to leave. 

However, CODI representative 
Jose Luis Alveraz later spoke to 
the rally and urged the need 
for unity in the antideportation 
struggle. 

rona of CASA. Speakers included rep
resentatives of Los Tres, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, the 
Mexican trade-union movement, Den
nis Banks of the American Indian 
movement, and others. 

The turnout for the demonstration 
was encouraging. The action was built 
through weekly meetings of participat
ing groups and individuals in a se
rious, democratic manner. Builders 
agreed on the basic purpose- the fight 
for full civil rights for undocumented 
workers and opposition to reaction
ary laws and gestapo-like practices of 
the Immigration Service. 

Agreement was also reached to or
ganize the demonstration in the man
ner that would reduce the danger of 
provocation and police attack to a 
minimum. Well-organized monitoring 
testified to the seriousness of partici
pants and the determination to wage 
an effective fight against victimization 
of undocumented workers. 

It was clearly understood that if the 
police attacked this demonstration as 
they had in 1970, those most severely 
hurt would be the undocumented 
workers. The demonstration was 
orderly and disciplined. Because its 
character was clearly spelled out and 
carried through, the onus for any vio
lence would have landed on the cops. 
They chose to be on "good behavior." 

This action lays the basis for further 
united action on this issue and will no 
doubt prove a unifying factor for even 
broader forces in the movement. 

First Attica trials set; protests gaining support 
By DAVID STRONG 
BUFFALO, N.Y.-On Sept. 3 Spe
cial Attica Judge Carmen Ball denied 
a defense motion for a delay in the 
proceedings and set Sept. 16 and Sept. 
30 as trial dates for several of the 
61 Attica Brothers. 

Defense attorneys cited a wide range 
of reasons for the needed delay. They 
noted the gross financial inequity
the fact that the state has spent more 
than $6-million of taxpayers' money 
on the prosecution, while the Attica 
Brothers and their lawyers have not 
received a cent of publicly allocated 
funds to prepare their defense. 

The defense attorneys also noted the 
prosecution's refusal to turn over fun
damental discovery material, such as 
photographic and physical evidence. 

Moreover, the defense argued, the 
preparation of an adequate defense of 
the Brothers requires an investigation 
into a wide range of matters that sup
port the defense contention that, in the 
words of attorney Leonard Klaif, 
"These cases are being brought be-

.10 

cause Nelson Rockefeller committed 
murder at Attica." 

In arguing that the ~onduct and 
nature of the prosecution is material 
relevant to the defense, Attica Brothers 
Legal Defense staff attorney Dennis 
Cunningham told Judge Ball, "Even 
the picture on the wall in your cham
bers, judge, showing you and Nelson 
Rockefeller with your arms around 
each other, is relevant to these cases." 

In denying the defense motion for 
more time, Judge Ball simply stated, 
"The state has a right to a speedy 
trial, although you don't hear much 
about this." 

Judge Ball set Sept. 16 as the trial 
date for Brothers Raymond Jackson 
and Willie Smith. Sept. 30 has been 
set as the trial date for Brothers Greg 
Felder, Peter Galvin, John Hill, and 
Charlie Joe Pernasilice. 

In light of Judge Ball's ruling, trial 
dates for all 61 defendants will prob
ably be set during the next week. 

This is in spite of the fact that a 
defense motion to dismiss the charges 

is pending before the judge. This mo
tion, to be argued next week, is based 
on the results of a recent attitudinal 
study of potential jurors, which in
dicates widespread bias against the 
Attica defendants throughout Erie 
County, the seat of the trials. 

Meanwhile, support is growing for 
the defense call for a rally on Sept. 
14 in Buffalo in solidarity with the 
Attica Brothers. Buses are scheduled 
to arrive from Rochester, Syracuse, 
New York City, and Detroit. 

The demonstration, which occurs on 
the third anniversary of the Attica 
uprising and massacre, was called by 
the Attica Brothers Legal Defense "to 
commemorate the spirit of the 
Brothers at Attica and to raise public 
awareness of the upcoming trials." 

The demands being put forward by 
the Attica Brothers and the Legal De
fense are that: "1) All 42 indictments 
against the 61 Brothers be dropped; 
2) The state indict the real criminals 
responsible for the 43 deaths- Rocke
feller, Oswald, and the state troopers; 

3) The original humanitarian de
mands of D Yard be implemented." 

The rally is scheduled to begin at 
noon Sept. 14 in Niagara Square. 
It has been endorsed by a wide range 
of .groups, including Vietnam Veter
ans Against the War, New American 
Movement, Young Socialist Alliance, 
Youth Against War and Fascism, Na
tional Alliance Against Racist and 
Political Repression, and Revolution
ary Student Brigade. 

The New York City offices of the 
Attica Brothers Legal Defense are 
planning a memorial event to take 
place at Union Theological Seminary, 
Broadway and 120th Street, at 7:30 
p.m. Sept. 13. 

At midnight, buses will be available 
at 120th and Broadway to take sup
porters to Buffalo for the Sept. 14 
demonstration. For more information 
on tickets to the New York City me
morial and bus reservations, call 
Attica Brothers Legal Defense, (212) 
662-1192. 



National UMW walkout for safetv. Southern 
Ky. miners win 13-month strike textile 
By CINDY JAQUITH slain by one of Duke's foremen. here, why, the women will be on 'em." workers 
Striking miners in Brookside, Ky., The killing of Jones climaxed The strike victory came on the heels 
won their 13-month battle against the months of terrorist attacks on the of a five-day walkout by UMW mem- t f 
Duke Power Company Aug. 29, cap- strikers by Duke's gun thugs, who hers across the nation in a "memorial YO e or 
ping a nationwide walkout by the fired at picket lines and shot up period" shutdown called by the union 
United Mine Workers (UMW) in pro- miners' homes. The state police had leadership. • 
test of unsafe working conditions. also escalated their harassment of The Aug. 19-23 action closed 1,200 un1on 

The Brookside victory not only strikers. mines. According to the Washington 
means a union contract for the 180 In protest of this wave of violence, Post, "An estimated 9 million tons of 
workers at Duke Power's Brookside the UMW had mobilized thousands soft coal, or about 70 per cent of the 
mine, but it marks an important of members from surrounding states nation's weekly total, stayed in the 
breakthrough for the thousands of to march on Harlan. County (where ground as a result." 
other unorganized miners in eastern the Brookside mine is located) in two The UMW contract allows for 10 
Kentucky. In addition, the settlement strike support actions. "memorial days" each year, tradi-
enhances the position of the UMW These events threatened to jeopar- tionally used to commemorate miners 
in its national contract talks, scheduled dize the national contract negotiations killed on the job. 
to begin Sept. 3. about to begin for the new UMW con- "At a time when coal miners are 

When the Brookside strikers walked tract. This is why the federal gov- being asked to double or even triple 
out in July 1973, it was over Duke ernment decided to intervene to ar- coal production," said UMW President 
Power's refusal to honor the UMW range a settlement. Arnold Miller, "it is important to pause 
national contract terms. The miners 
had voted to be represented by the 
UMW, rejecting their previous bar
gaining agent, the Southern Labor 
Union, a notorious company union. 

Duke refused to accept such demands 
as the right to strike, increased roy
alties for the welfare fund, deeent pen
sions, and the right of the miners 
to an elected safety committee. 

Demands won 
In the strike settlement-participated 

in by federal mediator W.J. Usery
Duke was forced to back down on 
every single point. The company ac
cepted all the terms of the 1971 UMW 
contract, which remains in force until 
Nov. 12. Duke even agreed to accept 
in advance the terms of the new UMW 
contract to be negotiated this fall. 

According to the 1971 contract, the 
Brookside miners will now have: 

• An elected safety committee that 
can close down a mine it deems un
safe. 

• A doubling of the royalties paid 
by Duke into the union welfare fund. 

• Hospital and pension benefits, 
which under tl)e Southern Labor 

· Union were vJ,rtually impossible to 
collect. 

In addition, Duke agreed to rehire 
59 miners it had fired during the 
course of the strike and to drop the 
charges filed against picketers. The 
UMW agreed it would not authorize 
any strike at Brookside between now 
and the time a new national contract 
is reached. This means that the Brook
side mine would continue to operate 
in the event of a national UMW strike. 

The settlement came about after 
striker Lawrence Jones, 23, died from 
shotgun wounds Aug. 28. Jones was 

Militant/Steve Watsan 

Miners' rally in Washington, D. C., dur
ing five-day walkout. 
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Brookside strike victory will spur efforts to organize nonunion mines 

The fear of a nationwide coal strike 
over the new contract demands has 
been haunting the coal bosses and the 
government for some time. And the 
UMW's five-day "memorial" shutdown 
served to demonstrate the potential 
power of such a prolonged strike. 

While the resolution of the Brook
side strike now means that negotia
tions for the new contract will proceed, 
it also means that miners have been 
given new confidence in their ability 
to fight and win. This will -be an 
important factor if the union does go 
on strike. 

The Brookside victory will also 
have an impact on non- UMW miners, 
particularly those in eastern Kentucky. 

The victory has already inspired 
miners from nonunion mines in the 
area to begin organizing drives. Fifty 
million of the 135 million tons of 
non- UMW coal produced nationally 
comes from eastern Kentucky. 

Houston Elmore, Brookside strike 
organizer, says the attitude toward 
the UMW "has really changed." He 
predicts that organizing efforts will 
"snowball" in the next few months. 

Right after the settletpent, he reports, 
six men from another mine in Harlan 
County came to him with 100 signed 
union cards, asking for help in their 
organizing drive. 

Strike activists are looking forward 
to helping out in other such orga
nizing drives. "If a.nything starts, we'll 
be in it," says Gussie Mills, a leader 
of the Brookside Women's Club. The 
club played a key role in the strike, 
mobilizing the miner's wives, daugh
ters, sisters, and friends for· picket duty 
when court injunctions prevented the 
miners themselves from stopping scabs 
at the mine entrance. 

'Gun thugs on run' 
"Looks like we 'bout got the gun 

thugs on the the run," says Mills. "The 
women are going to stay together 
now," she adds. "If they have other 
picket lines at other mines around 

and remember the price miners have 
paid throughout this century to insure 
the nation an adequate supply of coal. 
We do not intend to pay that price 
again." 

since the beginning of the century, 
more than 100,000 miners have been 
killed. Seventy-three have already died 
in the mines this year. 

Several rallies were held across the 
country during the walkout, including 
one of nearly 2,000 miners in 
Washington, D. C. The Washington ac
tion focused on opposition to James 
Day, acting head of the U. S. Mine 
Enforcement and Safety Administra
tion (MESA). Day, a former CIA 
agent, faces confirmation hearings 
soon. 

Outrage at MESA's refusal to en
force safety provisions brought miners 
to the rally from as far away as Ala
bama and lllinois. One miner from 
Pennsylvania told Militant reporter 
Steve Watson that he had come to 
Washington for the first time in his 
life, "because we don't want to see any 
more miners' widows." 

'Safety or else' 
The demonstrators carried signs 

saying, "UMW A: Safety or Else" and 
"73 Dead: Mine Coal Safely or not at 
All." 

At the rally, UMW Vice-President 
Mike Trbovich said, "We are not going 
to let them use the energy crisis as 
an excuse to kill miners." Other speak
ers included Arnold Miller, UMW 
counsel Joseph Yablonski, and Sena
tor Richard Schweicker (R-Penn.). 

After the rally the miners marched 
to the MESA offices, chanting, "We 
want safety!" and, "Dump Day!" 

The demand for the removal of Day 
has been given added force since the 
union discovered that he is secretly 
campaigning for 23 crippling amend
ments to the 1969 Coal Mine Health 
and Safety Act. The act is already 
inadequate-almost 80Q miners have 

Continued on poge 30 

The Textile Workers Union of America 
(TWUA) has scored a victory in its 
11-year effort to organize Southern 
textile mills. 

In a National Labor Relations 
Board election completed Aug. 28, 
workers at a seven-plant complex of 
J.P. Stevens & Company in Roanoke 
Rapids, N.C., voted 1,685 to 1,448 
to be represented by the TW UA. 

This was the union's first election 
victory at J.P. Stevens, which is the 
second-largest textile manufacturer in 
the country and employs about 4 7,-
000 workers. 

Union leaders said the vote would 
be a major step toward unionizing 
the largely unorganized, low-wage tex
tile industry in the South. Wilbur 
Hobby, president of the North Caro
lina AFL-CIO, told reporters the vic
tory meant "a new day in Dixie." 

"J.P. first, the textile industry second, 
and' then the whole South," he said. 

Nick Zonarich, organizing director 
of the AFL-CIO's Industrial Union 
Department, lauded the vote as "a 
smashing victory" and "a break
through in the basic textile industry 
in the Carolinas." 

J. P. Stevens is notorious for its 
vicious antiunion policies: harassing, 
firing, and blacklisting workers who 
support the union. Time and again 
the company has been found guilty 
of unfair labor practices by the Na
tional Labor Relations Board and the 
courts. In the past seven years it has 
had to pay $1.3-million in back pay 
to 289 workers illegally fired for 
union activity. 

Last December two J.P. Stevens of
ficials were convicted for bugging a 
motel room in Wall ace, S. C., from 
which union organizers were working. 

The union had lost a collective-bar
gaining election in the same seven 
Roanoke Rapids plants in 1965~ That 
vote was overturned by the NLRB 
because of the company's illegal prac
tices, but the new election was not 
held until this year. 

Changes in the composition and at
titudes of the work force since 1965 
evidently helped the union. In 1965 
nearly all the workers were white; now 
40 percent are Black, and these work
ers arE' strong supporters of the union. 

Older workers, who in the past tend
ed to be more antiunion, are growing 
dissatisfied with the company "profit 
sharing" plan. Like many other tex
tile manufacturers, J.P. Stevens does 
not have a pension plan but pays 
retirees from a "profit sharing" invest
ment fund. Because of the current 
sharp stock market slump, payments 
for many workers have plummeted. 

While the majority vote for the union 
is an important victory, it is no guar
antee that the TWUA can force J.P. 
Stevens to sign a contract. That is 
liable to take further hard-fought bat
tles. But the growth of prounion senti
ment indicates that if the TWUA 
moves ahead with an aggressive drive 
to organize the South, these battles 
can be won. 



In Our Opinion 
Labor Day message 
This Labor Day working people found themselves in the worst 
economic squeeze in decades: skyrocketing prices, rising unem
ployment, cutbacks in social services. 

Few have confidence in the government to solve these prob
lems. The latest Gallup Poll found that by far the largest 
proportion of Americans surveyed- 44 percent- hold the fed
eral government chiefly to blame for inflation. An earlier 
Harris Poll found that 60 percent of those interviewed thought 
the government's economic policies "are doing more harm 
than good." 

The government's attacks on working people are not mis
takes or accidents. Nor are they the doing of one antilabor 
president or one antilabor party. The government's economic 
policies, which are backed 100 percent by both the Democratic 
and Republican parties, are designed first and foremost to 
protect the profits of big business. And in this time of 
sharpening competition among the world's capi~alist powers, 
that can only be done by cutting back on the living standards 
of workers. 

What did the official leaders of the labor movement have to 
say on the occasion of Labor Day? AFL-CIO President George 
Meany called for tinkering with federal monetary policy. 
United Steelworkers President I. W. Abel said 6 percent unem
ployment would be "sinful" and asked for "some preventive 
medicine." Just what that would be he didn't say. Teamster 
President Frank Fitzsimmons said if inflation hasn't slowed 
down in six months, the government should "roll back prices 
where profits have been exorbitant." As if two and a half 
years of "wage-price controls" hadn't shown that the only 
thing the government ever rolls back is wages. 

Not one of them had a word to say about mobilizing the 
tremendous power of the trade-union movement to protect 
their members' livelihoods. That's what working people really 
need, united labor action to win: 

e Escalator clauses to protect all wages, Social Security, 
pensions, welfare, and other income of working people. 

e Jobs for all through a shorter workweek (with no cut in 
take-home pay) and a massive federally funded program 
of useful public works. 

e Massive spending on education, health, transportation, 
and other social services coupled with elimination of the $100-
billion military budget. 

The unions cannot fight effectively for such a program, 
however, so long as they are politically tied to the capitalist 
Democratic and Republican parties. There are no "friends 
of labor" in these parties. 

If the labor movement is to fight for the interests of workers 
in the political arena- and this is the only way the economic 
crisis can be tackled- it will require independent political 
action through the formation of a labor party. 

Amnesty actions 
The amnesty issue is being used as a ploy by President Ford 
to try to salvage a little credibility for his administration. 

With Nixon- who appointed Ford- and most of Nixon's ad
ministration exposed as big-time criminals, it is increasingly 
difficult for the rulers of this country to maintain the stance 
that those who resisted Nixon's hated war are criminals as 
well. Especially since Nixon goes scot-free for his crimes, 
with a huge pension from taxpayers' money to boot. 

Ford's proposal is not even for amnesty,· however. This 
man-who voted all along for a war opposed by the ma
jority of Americans- arrogantly proposes to give war resisters 
"a second chance." Ford has only raised the idea of "earned 
reentry" based on individu~l investigations and a penalty of a 
certain period of "public service." 

As AMEXjCanada (Americans Exiled in Canada) has 
pointed out, Ford's proposal is nothing but a more so
phisticated way of branding war resisters· as criminals. And 
it does not even address itself to the injustice of the half
million Vietnam-era veterans who received less than honorable 
discharges, many of them for expressing antiwar or antiracist 
views in the armed forces. 

Sept. 29 to Oct. 6 has been designated a national week of 
actions demanding amnesty for all war resisters. The fight 
for universal and unconditional amnesty is at the same time 
a fight to explain to the American people the criminality of the 
Vietnam war itself, a war that still continues through indirect 
U. S. intervention. 

We join in the call for broad actions Sept. 29 to Oct. 6. 

1·2 

Cannon's life work 
Much sorrow on the death of James 
Cannon. But I'm sure the remem
brance and lifework of Jim will con
tinue on forever through his writ
ings, the Socialist Workers Party, 
Young Socialist Alliance, and the 
Fourth International. It is just too 
bad that Jim didn't live long enough 
to see the socialist reality come true 
in America. 

Enclosed is my contribution to the 
James P. Cannon Party-Building 
Fund. 
R.F. 
Hummelstown. Pa. 

Polluting antipollutant 
If you had any doubts about the 
efficacy of the antipollution devices 
the auto manufacturers are 
installing on their 197 5 models, your 
wi>rst dreams have come true. The 
catalytic converters on many 1975 
model cars cause an air pollution 
problem of their own- they emit 
sulfuric acid into the atmosphere. 

A $3. 5-million study of auto emis
sion problems by the Environmental 
Protection Agency found that con
verter-equipped cars pour .05 grams 
of sulfuric acid into the air per 
mile. 

The converter will be installed on 
about 70 percent of the 197 5 model 
cars. 
M. T. 
New York, N. Y. 

Trotsky vs. Stalin 
We of the Black studies class have 
gained much insight and needed en
lightenment from reading The Mili
tant. 

For years we were aware of the 
conflict between the adherents of 
Trotsky and those of Stalin (Com
munist Party, USA), but were total
ly unaware of the cause. By reading 
between lines, comparing notes, and 
reading other materials we've 
reached a conclusion in favor of 
Trotsky. We think the CPUSA is a 
nonviable, reactionary, bourgeois
oriented social club used to misdirect 
the oppressed. 
A prisoner 
Indiana 

Urban League 
The national Urban League con

vention was held here at the end of 
July and was attended by more 
than 5,000 people. The convention 
theme was "Full Employment as 
a National Goal." 

Long regarded as part of the civil 
rights movement, the Urban League 
showed that it is not immune to 
the pressures that bear on the 
Black community today. Vernon 
Jordan, the league's executive 
director, strongly criticized the 
government for the deteriorating 
economic conditions: "Five million 
are out of work by the government's 
own laundered figures. The economy 
is guided on a wing and a 
prayer and it looks like it's going 
to crash." The dismantling of social 
service programs, Jordan said, 
shows the government's indifference 
to the needs and aspirations of 
Black people. 

In spite of this rhetoric, then vice
president Ford and other opponents 
of Black liberation were invited to 
speak to the convention. However, 
convention organizers did ban San 
Francisco Mayor Alioto from 
attending because of his racist 
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attacks on the Black community 
during the so-called Zebra manhunt. 

Although many convention speak
ers exposed the worsening condi-. 
tions faced by Black people, the 
only action proposed was more 
support of the Black elected of
ficials of the Democratic and Re
publican parties- the capitalist 
parties that perpetuate racism, 
unemployment, and human 
misery. 
Roger Rudenstein 
San Francisco 

Spreading the word 
This is, sadly, the last subscription 
to The Militant I will have sold 
here. On the other hand, I look 
forward to spreading the word as 
a civilian for years to come. 
A GI 
Georgia 

Yecchl 
There were some classic quotes 
from the labor bureaucrats in the 
"Capitol Stuff' column in the New 
York Daily News of Aug. 23. 

Jerome Cahill quotes a "high
ranking AFL-CIO source" as saying: 
"The mood now is to cooperate. 
We know Ford is a conservative, but 
we've lived with conservatives 
before. And there is a big difference 
between him and his predecessor. 
Ford is a conservative with integrity." 

Cahill also says that part of the 
reason for the AFL-CIO's reversing 
its opposition to the revival of the 
Cost of Living Council was "AFL
CIO President George Meany's 
trust in Ford's integrity." 

Yecch! 
D.P. 
Montreal, Quebec 

Think about it 
The Sept. 2 New York Times 
carried an article outlining the fed
eral government's plans to help the 
jobless should the unemployment 
rate increase. 

Appended to this article was Pres
ident Ford's Labor Day statement. 
It ends with the following touching 
remark (aptly modified by an astute 
typositor on the Times staff): "On 
'this Labor Day, I say to my fellow 
Americans who have provided us 
with so much in the past and from 
whom we expect even more in the 
future-'think you.'" 

It should be noted that this same 
Labor Day edition of the Times be
gins its price increase from 15 cents 
to 20 cents. Ask and ye shall re
ceive. 
James Kendrick 
New York, N.Y. 

Ex-cop 
I am writing this letter in the hope 
that some law students, or others 
who might be employed in the 
judicial system or other areas of 
law, may read it. In March 1973 I 
resigned after having been a 
policeman for eight and one-half 
years. 

I joined the police suffering from 
what I now refer to as a boy scout 
mentality. I honestly believed that by 
participating in the "legal system" 
of this country, you could help 
insure "rule by law" and "equal 
justice" in America. 

After spending five years in the 



uniform-patrol division, two years 
in records and information, and 
one year as a "vice squad detective," 
I found this to be impossible under 
a capitalist system. 

I cannot count the number of 
young men I observed recruited from 
the impoverished areas of Puerto 
Rico, Appalachia, and the ghettos of 
the inner cities to work during 
the "boom" periods in heavy 
industry through the promise of 
a "better standard of living" in ex
change for their labor. They were 
the first to be kicked out the plant 
gate during a "slowdown" and were 
people least equipped to combat 
the exploitive nature of a cap
italist society. 

Too often did I observe them 
turn to drugs and drunkenness to 
escape the "American Dream," 
which had turned into a night
mare and ended in a pool of 
blood on a barroom floor. I could 
write at length in regard to police 
and the double standard of justice, 
but let it suffice in this letter to 
say that I am unalterably con
vinced that the only solution is a 
socialist workers state. 
Gilbert Kudrin , 
Lorain, Ohio 

Amnesty 
President Ford's recent statement in 
favor of conditional amnesty for 
war resisters is worthy of in-
depth analysis by the American 
public and the media. 

The draft and conditional 
amnesty are forms of slavery. The 
government is ordering people to 
serve the country. H one chooses to 
serve the country by driving a taxi
cab, does the government have the 
right to say no, you must fight in 
wars, or no, you must serve in the 
Peace Corps? 

Those who resisted the war by 
evading the draft, going to prison, 
deserting the military, fleeing the 
country, or withholding taxes did so 
because they felt they were being 
denied their democratic rights. 

A complete amnesty should be 
granted. The American people should 
demand complete amnesty, banning 
of the draft, cuts in the defense bud
get, and action to meet the growing 
needs of the people. 
Jim Capobianco 
East Boston, Mass. 

Profound thanks 
I have been receiving your paper 
for some time now while on my 
stay here at the Youth Authority 
concentration camp. I've found each 
issue to be of much value and en
lightening to both Marxist cadres 
and the "ordinary citizen." 

I am leaving this week sometime, 
and I wish to extend my profound 
thanks and appreciation for your 
efforts and concern for us here who 
"drink the dregs of misery." 
·A prisoner 
California 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate If your name may be used or 
If you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

New York painters' contract 
The following is a guest column written by Howard locals do not merit their existence. 
Zucker, a longtime working member of Painters Local This division of the council into so many weak 
892 in Brooklyn. locals has strangled the ability of the union to or

The members of Painters District Council 9 in New 
York City ratified a three-year agreement Aug. 3 
by a vote of 1,476 to 649. 

A $.65 increase brings the basic wage from $7.35 
an hour to $8 for the first year, then to $9.20 for 
the last year of the agreement. 

Wages will rise percentage-wise for e~ch 1 percent 
increase above 5 percent in the cost of living for 
the second and third years. This is, in effect, a very 
blunted escalator clause. 

In addition to accepting a wage increase that does 
not even keep up with inflation, two major conces
sions have been made in favor of the employers. The 
stick (a labor-saving extension to the paint roller 
for overhead work) is now allowed on new anp 
commercial work. And overtime in commercial work 
now becomes time-and-a-half instead of double time. 

The union leadership sold this agreement to the 
membership, saying it was the best they could hope 
to get. They claim, perhaps correctly, that the mem
bership lacks the militancy to carry on an effective 
strike, if that is made necessary by more meaning
ful demands. 

But if there is latent militancy, the leadership has 
done its best to smother it. No general membership 
meeting was held that could permit these tendencies 
to surface and influence others. Discussion and voting 
were atomized by being conducted separately in the 
20 locals of District Council 9. 

Only Local 51, by a vote of 145 to 50, came 
out strongly against what they termed a "sell-out 
agreement." 

At the same time, the membership was asked to 
approve a dues checkoff increase of 1 percent. The 
need for this increase results from the dire financial 
plight of the district council. 

The district council ·pays the full salaries of the 
business agents of 18 locals and half the salaries of 
two others. The membership rolls of many of these 

ganize the trade and enforce the agreement. As open
shop contractors continue to chip away at tradi
tional strongholds of the building-trades unions, the 
need for these craft unions to revise their structure 
becomes a life-and-death question. 

The financial problems of District Council 9 should 
have raised the need to consolidate the separate lo
cals. But the needs of the officialdom come before 
the general interest of the union-the additional dues 
burden was their only answer. 

But while the membership accepted the unsatisfac
tory settlement, they rejected the dues checkoff in
crease- defeating it by a margin of 195 votes. 

Hopefully this will provide an opportunity for con
scientious union members to educate others on the 
importance of making the structural changes the 
union so badly needs. Local 848, for example, is 
bringing a resolution before the Painters convention, 
being held this month in Los Angeles, urging the 
general executive board to promote amalgamation 
of the locals. 

This latest . contract represents the continued ac
ceptaJ;).ce by the Painters union of the frauds of wage
price controls and the energy crisis, just as was 
done by most unions in this country. It is doubtful 
that the Painters union by itself, even with better 
leadership, could overcome the broadside attack on 
the standard of living of the working class. But 
just as it is necessary now for District Council 9 
to merge and unite the fragmented locals in its jur
isdiction, it is also necessary for all unions to com
bine their forces to repel the antiunion attacks of 
the employers and the government. 

The Painters union can begin such a policy by 
seeking to collaborate actively with other building
trades unions. Right now there is formal aff:lliation 
in building-trades councils, which unfortunately have 
little content or usefulness. To make them serve the 
needs of all construction workers is one of the major 
jobs ahead. 

By Any Means N•cessary 
Baxter Smith 

1619, Nat Turner, and slavery 
Two days in August, the 20th and 21st, bore special 
significance in Black history. 

On Aug. 20, 1619, the first Kararis, Chakas, and 
Obafemis-whose offspring would become the Smiths, 
Williamses, and Joneses that we're known as today
were brought to that New World outpost of white 
civilization in Jamestown, Va. There were 20 of them 
on that Dutch man-of-war, and they came as slaves. 

To be sure, they were not the first Africans to be 
brought as slaves to the New World. John Hope 
Franklin, the Black historian, estiniates that there 
had been Black slavery in the West Indies since at 
least 1501. 

An estimated 100 million Africans were uprooted 
from their homes in Africa and sold into slavery. 

We have all heard or read of how slavery stripped 
away the African's language, identity, and culture. 
Frederick Douglass, who was born a slave, often 
wrote on the slave's condition. Once he said: 

"The condition of a slave is simply that of the 
brute beast. He is a piece of property- a marketable 
commodity, in the language of the law, to be bought 
and sold at the will and caprice of the master who 
claims him to be his property .... The will and the 
wishes of the master are the law of the fdave. He 
is as much a piece of property as a horse." 

We have also heard of the mistreatment that slaves 
received. C. L. R. James, the radical Black historian, 
gave an example of such treatment in his book A 
History of Pan-African Revolt: 

"The Negro was tied to a tree and whipped with 
switches. When Souther became fatigued with the 
labour of whipping, he called upon a Negro man 
of his and made him 'cob' Sam with a single. He 
also made a Negro woman of his help to 'cob' him. 
And, after 'cobbing' and whipping, he applied fire 
to the body of his slave, about his back, belly and 

private parts. He then caused him to be washed 
down with hot water in which pods of red pepper 
had been steeped. The Negro was also tied to a 
log, and to the bed-post, with ropes, which choked 
him, and he was kicked and stamped upon by 
Souther." 

Such treatment, it can be imagined, bred resistance. 
Resistance often took the form of slave revolts, which 
brings us to the second date in August-Aug. 21, 
which marks the day that Nat Turner's slave revolt 
began in 1831. Although the rising ended in Brother 
Nat's death on the gallows, his revolt is U.S. his
tory's most famous. 

Thomas Gray, the white man who took Brother 
Nat's "confessions" from him in his jail cell, had 
this to say: 

"The calm, deliberate composure with which he 
spoke of his late deeds and intentions, the expres
sion of his fiend-like face when excited by enthu
siasm, still bearing the stains of the blood of help
less innocence about him; clothed with rags and 
covered with chains; yet daring to raise his manacled 
hands to heaven, with a spirit soaring above the at
tributes of man; I looked on him and my blood 
curdled in my veins." 

Indeed, the courage and selfless daring that Brother 
Nat and other rebel slaves exhibited back then was 
extraordinary. Sometimes it is matched by militants 
in today's struggles. 

But today's struggles, by today's slaves, whether 
over housing, job, or school issues, are laying the 
grounds for the final revolt of the slaves-not only 
against the injustices that moved Brother Nat, but 
those piled up in the 143 years since then. 

And although we've got his example, it's too bad 
Brother Nat won't be around when it comes. Be
cause this time we will win. 



The Great Society 
Harry Ring 

That's for ex-presidents- Chesterfield 
Smith of the American Bar Associa
tion said he favors amnesty for draft 
resisters. 

power. . . . The host for the occasion 
was William G. Whyte, chief Washing
tion representative of the U.S. Steel 
Corp., and a Ford friend of 20 
years." 

The government doesn't inspect meat 
for salmonella because it's not "feasi
ble or economical." 

They had decided to scrap the anthem 
because its performance sometimes led 
the orchestra a few minutes past the 
contracted playing time and the mu
sicians were collecting 15 · minutes 
overtime. Who's who in D. C.- We don't remem

ber if it was Ford or another car com
pany that used the slogan, "Ask the 
man who owns one," but we were 
reminded of it by the following item 
in the Aug. 15 Los Angeles Times: 

Now will you listen?-"When people 
stop smoking their sex life improves." 
-Doctor Alton Ochsner, 78, in 
the AMA magazine, Today's Health. 

And as fat around the ears- "The 
leaders of the AFL-CIO are collective
ly older than those of any body in the 
world, with the exception of the Vati
can Curia."- The London Times Lit
erary Supplement. 

Strictly lower class-" ... nobody of 
significance is seeking to· oVerthrow the 
system."- Erwin Canby, editor emeri
tus of the Christian Science Monitor. 

"On the Wednesday night before 
President Nixon announced his resig
nation, a picked team of Gerald R. 
Ford's trusted advisers met in a hand
some Washington home to begin plan
ning an unprecedented transfer of 

Bon appetit- A federal check of meat 
samples from 20 stores in 10 metro
politan areas showed about 17 percent 
were contaminated by salmonella bac
teria. The chicken samples were up 
front with 31 percent contaminated. 

Paytriotic dispute- Bowing to the 
pressure of Los Angeles County offi
cials, the management of the Holly
wood Bowl reversed its decision to 
end nightly performances of the Star 
Spangled Banner at summer concerts. 

Free World, Inc.- Military dictator
ships and other authoritarian regimes 
will get two-thirds of the $7.5-billion 
foreign-aid program originally pro
posed by Nixon for 1975. 

i La Raza en Acci6nl 

The myth of 'gradualism' Miguel Pendas 

LOS ANGELES- Over the past several years the 
Chicano .liberation movement has mobilized to 
combat the injustices and racist discrimination to 
which la raza is subjected. Many partial victories 
have been won. More Chicanos have been ad
mitted to college and the professions. Some of 
the more virulent racists have been forced to 
shut up. 

But after yielding to pressure and grudgingly 
granting these concessions, the gringo rulers of 
America turn around and piously tell us that this 
is proof that the system works, and that things 
are gradually getting better for Chicanos. 

However, the myth of "gradualism" received a 
heavy blow recently because of a report released 
by the Census Bureau. It shows that between 1969 
and 1973, Chicanos have not made any gains in 
real income. Furthermore, the gap between Chi
canos' and Anglos' incomes is growing, not di
minishing. 

Chicano families are reported to earn an average 
of $8,434 a year. The average for all families in · 
the United States is $12,015. The figure for Anglos 
is, of course, higher. 

The number of Chicano families whose income 
falls below the official poverty level is 23.5 per
cent, while it is only 11 percent for the population 
as a whole. 

Puerto Rican families had an even lower average 
income-only $6,779 a year, and 34.1 percent 
are living below the poverty level. 

Women are at the bottom of the economic scale. 
About 23 percent of those "Spanish-origin" men 
who received incomes in 1973 earned more than 
$10,000. But only 3 percent of Spanish-surnamed 
women had incomes of more than $10,000. More 
than half of the women earned less than $3,000. 
And among these figures are included Spaniards 
as well as Cubans and those few other Latin Amer
icans whose income level is closer to that of 
Anglos. 

Chicanos are herded into the worst, lowest-pay
ing jobs by· a racist society that denies them the 
same educational opportunities as Anglos, and 
where racist hiring practices are the order of the 
day. On top of all this, Chicanas suffer the added 
victimization of sexist discrimination. 

The same Census Bureau report shows that Chi
cano enrollment in colleges has been token. The 
average educational level of Chicanos is not sig
nificantly rising. 

The Texas Migrant Council also reported recent
ly that migrant farm workers in that state, nearly 
all of them Chicanos, also face little prospect of 
improving their situation. The average wage for 
campesinos there is a scandalous $1.58 an hour. 

The American Way of Life 

Too much meat? 
Last year meat prices soared to all-time highs. 
Why? Sudden shortages in the world market al
lowed U.S. meat producers to ship beef abroad, 
holding down the supply here and causing prices 
to increase sharply. 
·This year is seeing world overproduction of 

beef. Europe "is now suffering through the worst 
beef glut in its history," New York Times reporter 
Paul Kemezis writes from Brussels. 

In the United States, cattle feedlots recently had 
huge backups. Wholesale beef prices were falling 
sharply, and Congress passed a $2-billion bill 
to subsidize raisers of livestock. 

But meat prices are still way above the levels 
of more than a year ago, before the beef price 
rise began. 

The various reasons are a good illustration 
of the anarchic conditions of capitalist production. 

In Europe, the Common Market has bought 
more than 130,000 tons of beef in order to keep 
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prices up on the farm. Farmers, especially in 
France, blocked roads and railroads and attacked 
trucks and ships bringing imports, in order to 
dramatize their problems. 

But European beef prices have not fallen at the 
stores. Kemezis reports that "Common Market of
ficials blame this on the efforts of meat packers 
and distributors to maintain their profit margins." 

The feedlot operators in the U.S. were up to the 
same kind of thing. "The feedlot glut was partially 
caused by producers holding animals off the mar
ket in anticipation of higher prices when economic 
controls ended," says Christian Science Monitor 
reporter David Cook. 

But when the meat showed up on the market 
at higher prices, many consumers just stopped 
buying meat. It hadn't been figured on. The beef 
piled up and wholesale prices fell. U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Earl Butz came on with the line 
that it was a "whale of a good time" to buy beef. 

It is clear that the piecemeal, token solutions 
to these injustices offered by the Democratic and 
Republican politicians are not working. 

A fighting program is needed to combat these 
injustices, as well as a mass independent Chicano 
political party to carry it out. 

The workweek should be reduced, with no reduc
tion in pay, to provide jobs for all. Preferential 
hiring of Chicanos is needed to make up for past 
discrimination. Preferential admission to college 
and upgrading prograll!s are also needed. Equal 
pay for equal work will help alleviate the extra 
oppression of Chicanas. 

A decent minimum wage for all workers must be 
fought for, as well as cost-of-living escalator 
clauses in all union contracts. Otherwise, inflation 
will continue to wipe out whatever wage gains 
Chicanos and other workers make. · 

The union officialdom, which has shirked its 
responsibility to organize Chicano workers, will 
have to be challenged. Discrimination in the unions 
must be ended. Formation of Chicano caucuses to 
defend the interests of Chicano workers will be 
a. key weapon. 

The broadest possible movement will have to 
be mobilized to fight the dual oppression of Chi
canos as a people and as workers. And that goes 
double for Chicanas. 

Congress passed the $2-billion bill, which guar
antees loans of up to $250,000 to livestock pro-
d~er~ · 

Now the Common Market has taken a further 
· step, which can only exacerbate the tensions in 

world trade. That group imposed a ban on most 
beef imports from nonmember countries. The edi
tors of the New York Times moped that "meat 
exporting countries are suddenly confronted with 
loss of half of the world's biggest market." 

They seem to forget that last year it was selling 
abroad that helped to let U.S. meat prices soar. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Union may purchase 
50,000 tons of Common Market beef for about 
$830 a ton compared to the $2,000 a ton the 
Common Market paid to farmers. 

There's ~too much" meat in the capitalist world. 
But they're keeping the prices up so that less of 
it is getting onto the dinner tables of working 
people. -DICK ROBERTS 



SWP: 'End all surveillance' 

Judge orders FBI to destroy Lori Paton file 
NEW YORK-U.S. District Court Judge James 
Coolahan has ordered the FBI to destroy all files 
it has collected on 17-year-old Lori Paton of New 
Jersey. 

The FBI had begun investigation of Paton after 
intercepting a letter she sent to the Socialist Workers 
Party early last year as part of an assigned high 
school project. The letter was intercepted through 
the FBI's "mail cover" on the SWP national offices. 

Judge Coolahan, however, dodged the key civil 
liberties questions raised in the Paton case. His 
Aug. 29 ruling refused to grant Paton's demand 
that all such surveillance of correspondents with po
litical organizations be ended as a violation of 
their constitutional rights. 

Coolahan said Paton could not claim to represent 
the whole class of those subjected to surveillance 
for contacting the SWP. Paton, he reasoned, had 
had only "mild contacf' with the party and had 
been "cleared of suspicion." He implied that others 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
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Limited Redress 
The court -ordered destruction of a file the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation had been keeping on the corre
spondence of a New Jersey student with the Socialist 
Workers party constitutes only minimal redress of an 
obvious misuse of police power. 

The ruling by Federal Judge James A. Coolahan, in 
Newark, properly noted that the existence of these 
records might at some later date hurt the young woman's 
career. But by remaining silent on the larger question of 
interference with the privacy of the mails, the court 
failed to remove a continuing threat to any person 
who might-without notice or personal knowledge-be 
subjected to political surveillance. 

In the specific case, a 15-year-old high school student 
had written to the Socialist headquarters in the course 
of research for a social studies project on political ideol
ogies. Victim of a dragnet mail cover which the F.B.I. 
had ordered on the allegedly subversive organization, 
the student first became aware that a file had been 
gathered on her when an , agent visited her school to 
check on her record. 

Mail surveillance may occasionally be !ustified, under 
explicit court order, in such situations as the investi· 
gation of organi~ed crime or foreign espionage. As part 
of. political fishing expeditions, it is intolerable. The 
very absurdity of this case underscores the risk of a 
procedure that may stigmatize innocent persons for ii'fe, 
withOut ever affording them the opportunity to clear 
themselves of totally unwarranted suspicions. 

If President Ford's ringing defense of privacy is to 
be given lasting meaning, It is precisely this sort of 
Kafkaesque misuse of the power of political surveillance 
that must be eliminated from American life. 

might be deserving of such surveillance. 
Frank Askin of the New Jersey American Civil 

Liberties Union (ACL U) and the Rutgers Constitu
tional Litigation Clinic, attorney in fhe case, ex
pressed his determination to appeal these.aspects 
of the decision. "While we're happy for Lori that 
the records will be destroyed, we think the decision 
is inadequate," Askin said. "It means the FBI' can 
continue to interfere with political inquiry and 
keep records on innocent people." 

Paton's letter to the SWP was intercepted as part 
of the "mail cover" ordered by Patrick Gray when 
he was acting FBI director. Agents had proceeded 
to investigate Paton's. whole family, including visit
ing the local police department, credit bureau, and 
her high school principal. The FBI opened ados
sier on her titled "Paton, Lori SM-SWP," a designa
tion meaning "subversive matter- Socialist Work
ers Party." 

Judge Coolahan acknowledged that the files "may 
at a later time become a detrimenf' to Paton, and 
ordered them "removed from the custody of the 
Government and destroyed." 

Even this limited ruling was the first of its kind, 
according to Frank Donner, director of theACL U' s 
project on political surveillance. 

"I have worked in this field for a number of 
years and I never heard of such a remedy before," 
he stated. "I hope it's catching." 

Bqt even the New York Times had to admit 
that the ruling "constitutes only minimal redress of 
an obvious misuse of police power." In its Sept. 
3 editorial, this capitalist organ said that the de
cision "failed to remove a continuing threat to any 
person who might-without notice or personal 
knowledge- be subjected to political surveillance." 
(The full text of the editorial is reprinted elsewhere 
on this page.) 

The Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist 
Alliance are waging a suit challenging all forms 
of political surveillance and harassment by the 
federal government. In response to this suit, the 
government has admitted maintaining a program 
designated by the FBI as the "SWP Disruption Pro
gram" and has defended the legitimacy of wiretaps, 
mail tampering, and compiling files on anyonewho 
"indicates" membership in the SWP or YSA. 

The FBI harassment of Lori Paton was part of 
this ongoing "investigation" of anyone in contact 
with the SWP and YSA. 

John Ratliff of the Political Rights Defense Fund, 
which is building support for the SWP and YSA 
suit, noted that "the federal courts have at last 
been forced to recognize an individual case of the 
widespread injustice caused by federal political 
dossiers." 

He went on to explain that "hundreds of members 
and supporters of the SWP have been subjected to 
such surveillance and much greater harassment 

PATON: 'Cleared of suspicion' 

simply for expressing their views. Thousands more 
have faced such victimization simply for support
ing the SWP's right to be on the ballot or for writ
ing to the SWP." 

"What Judge Coolahan refused to prohibit, how
ever, is political spying itself," stated Ratliff. "Our 
suit is seeking a decision clearly outlawing all 
forms of government political harassment. What 
the FBI did to Lori Paton was just part of its 
plan to disrupt the socialists by preventing and 
discouraging people from finding out about the . 
SWP and YSA and their socialist program." 

-·---------------
Clip and mail to: Political Rights Defense Fund, 
Box 649 Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003. 
Phone: (212) 691-3270. 
( ) Enclosed is $--to help cover expenses. 
( ) Enclosed is $--for---booklets, "Chal
lenge to the Watergate Crimes." ($1 each or 75 
cents each on orders of five or more.) 

Name ____________________________________ __ 

Address--------------------------------

City _____________________________ ___ 

State ___________ Zip ________ _ 

Minneapolis city council assails FBI disruption 
By LEE GEARHART 
MINNEAPOLIS- The Minneapolis city council 
has denounced the FBI's "disruption" program, 
asserting that interference "with the activities of an 
organization solely because of its political views is 
a violation of the freedoms of speech and associa
tion guaranteed by the Bill of Rights." 

The council's vote was unanimous. 
The resolution was passed last month in connec

tion with hearings being conducted by the Minne-
. sota State Ethics Commission, which is considering 
a request by the Socialist Workers campaign com
mittee to exempt it from revealing the names of 
financial contributors. 

The socialists are seeking exemption on the 
grounds that disclosure could lead to potential 
harassment of contributors. 

The city council resolution observed that "citi
zens of Minneapolis have presented evidence to 
the State Ethics Commission of police harassment 
of political organizations and individuals." 

The resolution also notes that the FBI has ad
mitted it is engaged in "'disruption' of organiza
tions in disagreement with present administration 
policy." 

The FBI disruption program was specifically 
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aimed at Black organizations, the Socialist Work
ers Party, and other radical groups. It was formal
ly discontinued in 1971, although there is much 
evidence that the program is still in existence. 

The city council action came after an Ethics 
Commission hearing in which officials of the Minne
apolis police department and other police agencies 
evaded questions regarding harassment and sur
veillance of the Minnesota Socialist Workers Party 

· and its members and contributors. 

Immediately after the hearing, Jane Van Deusen, 
SWP candidate for governor of Minnesota, issued a 
statement demanding an end to the police cover-up. 

The city council, in its resolution, resolved that 
"the Minneapolis City Council calls for full coopera
tion by the Minneapolis Police Department with any 
investigation of alleged police harassment of other 
individuals or organizations operating in a non
violent manner. 

"Be it further resolved that the Minneapolis City 
Council deplores the use of governmental agencies 
to disrupt the legal political activities of organiza
tions in this city, and calls for an immediate halt 
to the use of illegal tactics against legal, non-violent 
political organizations and activists with whom the 

FBI or other federal agencies may disagree." 
The FBI and FRI records have been subpoenaed 

by the Ethics Commission. According to an Ethics 
Commission official, the FBI has held discussions 
with the U.S. Attorney General's office and indi
cated that it will not testify. 

An FBI official is scheduled to appear at the next 
hearing, Sept. 17, to try to explain the FBI's po
sition. 

Minnesota Socialist Workers campaign committee 
officials have indicated that if the FBI intends to 
stonewall the commission by refusing to make pub
lic its program of harassment of the SWP, the 
commission should take the FBI to court and 
force it to testify. 

The Sept. 17 hearing in St. Paul is open to the 
public, and local supporters of the SWP exemption 
fight are urged to attend. The hearing will take 
place at the State Office Building in St. Paul at 
6:30p.m. 

Messages supporting the socialists' exemption 
request should be sent to the commission, 74 State 
Office Building, St. Paul, Minn., 55155 with a copy 
to the socialist campaign headquarters at 25 Uni
versity Ave. S. E., Minneapolis, Minn., 55414. 
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One of last interviews 

Jim Cannon discusses question 
The following interview was conducted 
at James P. Cannon's home in Los 
Angeles July 16. Cannon died of a 
heart attack Aug. 21 at the age of 
84. 

Cannon's experience in the working
class movement goes back to his mem
bership in the Industrial Workers of 
the World and the Socialist Party prior 
to World War L Following the October 
1917 Russian revolution he was one 
of the founders of the American Com
munist Party. He was subsequently a 
founder and leader of the American 
Trotskyist movement, which became 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

This interview, previously unpub
lished, is part of The Militant's on
going coverage of Cannon's life and 
his enormous contributions to building 
the revolutionary socialist movement. 

Sidney Lens is a labor historian 
who was active in the anti-Vietnam 
war movement. He is also an editor 
of Liberation magazine. 

Lens: I interviewed Earl Browder 1 

before he died. What was your reac
tion to him personally? 

Cannon: Well, that's quite a story, 
because I knew him for many years. 

Lens: Yes, I know, but did you like 
him personally? 

Cannon: For a long time we work~d 
together. 

Lens: He never joined the Wobblies 
(Industrial Workers of the World
IWW), did he? 

Cannon: I don't think so. He became 
a disciple of Foster. 2 Foster came 
through Kansas City, I think it was 
in 1913. He had been a Wobbly who 
had gone to France and had become 
converted to syndicalism. He came 
baek and made a tour of the IWW 
locals, trying to convince them of his 
ideas of 'boring from within' the AFL 
(American Federation of Labor). 
Browder was one of his converts from 
Kansas City. 

Lens: Did he try to convert you? 

Cannon: No. 

~ns: Why not? 

Cannon: I didn't run into him person
ally. I don't know whether Browder 

1. Earl Browder was general secretary 
of the American Communist Party from 
1930 to 1945. 

2. William Z. Foster was the most im
portant trade-union figure to join the early 
Communist Party. 

had been a Wobbly or not. I had 
been traveling around the country 
shortly before that and had been out 
of Kansas City. I knEll!y he was a radi
cal. 

Lens: What made Browder become a 
Stalinist? 

Cannon: That's a long story. What 
made all the others become Stalinists? 

Lens: Was it a matter of just belong-
ing to something big? · 

Cannon: Yes. 

Lens: He told me that he disliked 
Trotsky personally. He was quite se
nile when I saw him, and he spoke 
very cryptically. He gave the impres
sion that the biggest basis for not 
joining with Trotsky was that he con
sidered Trotsky a show-off and very 
egotistical. 

Cannon: When the first world war 

broke out for this country in 1917, 
Browder had been working in the 
(food and farm) cooperative move
ment. He was an accountant by pro
fession. I think he was impressed by 
the cooperative movement, which at 
that time there was quite a sentiment 
for. 

He had been to New York. He may 
have been influenced by Emma Gold
man and Alexander Berkman's dem
onstrations of opposition to the war. 
He came back to Kansas City. He 
and his two brothers and his brother
in-law, Bob Sullivan, made an open 
demonstration against the entry into 
the war with leaflets. They were 
promptly arrested. He got a year in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary. They 
got out about 1918. 

Recruited Browder 
By that time I had become a com

munist. I saw them immediately after 
they came out. They had no inclina
tion toward the communist movement 
because it was harebrained. There was 
some truth in that. There was a large 

WE ARE IN HER£ 
FOR You. vOU 

' '' ARI OUT 
THEa£ .FOR Ill 

IWW stickers. Cannon received hi.s first class-stru-ggle experience in IWW and left wing of Socialist Party. 
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element of harebrains in the new com
munist movement. But I think it's safe 
to say that I convinced him there was 
fundamental merit in it. And he be
came a communist. 

In the fall of 1918 we decided to 
start a paper in Kansas City. It had 
no political allegiance at its start, but 
it was an exponent of the Russian rev
olution and defense of class-war pris
oners and so on. Browder was the 
first editor and I worked very closely 
with him, promoting the idea of the 
paper and then getting started on it. 

Along about early summer of 1919 
he and his brothers had to go back to 
serve a federal sentence in Leaven
worth, Kans., and I had to take over 
the paper as editor. 

We remained close associates while 
he was in prison. I became rather 
prominent in the new communist 
movement. I was elected to the central 
committee at the first Bridgeman, 
Mich., convention in the· spring 
of 1920 and became organizer of the 
St. Louis-Southern lllinois coal dis
trict for the party. A few months after 
that I was moved to Cleveland to 
become editor of a paper called the 
Toiler, which was a continuation of 
the Ohio Socialist. 

(Alfred) Wagenknecht and his group 
had control of the state (Socialist Par
ty) organization and they took the 
paper along with them when the split 
came (the split of the left wing from 
the SP). A few months later they de
cided to move the paper to New York 
and change the name to the Worker 
and I went along with that. That 
would be in the late fall of 1920. 
Eventually it became the Daily 
Worker. So if you want to have a 
record of my sins, you can say I was 
the original editor of the Daily Worker. 

Lens: Yes, I know that record. 

Cannon: Browder was in prison till 
the spring of 1921. He wasn't known 
to the leadership of the party. It was 
on my recommendation that he was 
brought to New York. He became 
right away the assistant of Foster, 
who had also at that time decided 
to join the party clandestinely. 

They decided to start a monthly 
magazine, the Labor Monthly, in Chi
cago, with Foster as editor and Brow
der as managing editor. We were close 
together all that time up until Foster 
and I had a falling out-in 1925, I 
think it was. 

Lens: What was that all about? 

Cannon: I tell the story in my book 
The First Ten Years of American 
Communism in reply to some 
of (Theodore) Draper's questions. The 
split took place rather dramatically 
at a plenary meeting, right down the 
middle of the Foster-Cannon group. 
People like Bill Dunne, Arne Swabeck, 
and others came with me. Browder 
and (Jack) Johnstone and others went 
with Foster in this split, which was 
never fully healed, although we had 
relations later. That amounted to a 
personal falling out in 1925. That 
would be about 12 years after I first 
met him. 

Lens: Would you consider Browder 
a creative person in that period, inde
pendent? 

Cannon: No. 

Lens: Did he always have to attach 
himself to somebody, like to Foster 
or you? 



lS. of American radical history 
Cannon: He wasn't by nature a leader 
or a politician. There was never such 
a thing as a Browder group in the 
party. There was a Foster group, and 
a Cannon group, and a Ruthenberg 
group. But he was a very energetic 
and intelligent, capable worker. 

Lens: Was there anything hi the twen
ties similar to the present counter-cul
ture amongst the youth? 

Cannon: Not to my knowledge. 

Lens: What were the main reasons 
for the failure of the Communist Party 
(CP) to take off? I know that's a big 
story, but do you think they were 
mainly subjective reasons? 

Cannon: Well, of course, first there 
were the perse!!utions, quite severe in 
the first few years. The party was 
driven underground. Next there was 
a sharp economic depression and then 
an ascending boom that continued 
throughout the twenties. That wasn't 
a very fertile field for communism to 

expand. And it was a new movement 
with a lot to learn. 

Lens: Did you anticipate the depres
sion of 1929? 

Cannon: Well, we kept forecasting it. 

Lens: Yes, you kept forecasting it from 
about 1922 on. 

Cannon: So we were eventually vindi
cated in 1929. 

Lens: But did you anticipate that par
ticular depression and that it would 
come through the stock market crash? 

Cannon: I wouldn't say specifically 
so, but the Lovestoneites3 wrote a 
document on American exception
alism. The Comintern (Communist In
ternational) was just beginning its left 
turn. They wrote a document on 
American exceptionalism. That's what 
they called it. Sort of exempting Amer
ica from the world trend for the time 
being. 

And we wrote a counter-document 
in collaboration with the Fosterites 
that we presented at the Sixth Con
gress of the Comintern in 1928. It 
was called "The ·Right Danger in the 
American Party." There you'll see that 
we took a rather radical approach to 
the whole question, including the econ
omy. 

Lens: When the depression came, what 
were your personal reactions? Did you 
feel that America was moving close to 
an actual revolution? 

3. Jay Lovestone was secretary of the 
CP in the 1920s. He headed a rightist fac
tion in the party that was aligned inter
nationally with Bukharin. In 1928, Love
stone carried out the expulsion of the 
American Trotskyists from the CP. When 
Stalin turned on his rightist allies in 1929, 
Lovestone was demoted from his post 
and expelled. 

The Lovestone group maintained itself 
until the outbreak of World War II and 
then dissolved. Lovestone subsequently 
became an anticommunist expert for the 
AFL-CIO bureaucracy. 

Cannon: I can't say that I did. 

Lens: Then what was your reaction? 

Cannon: Like most everybody else, 
stunned. 

Lens: Stunned? 

Workers atomized 
Cannon: Yes, it was so severe. It was 
hard to see an immediate revolution. 
The workers were atomized. The or
ganized labor movement had lost 
ground in the twenties. The unions 
had fewer than three million members 
at the time of the crash and they be
gan losing more after that. 

Lens: Did the CP really believe that a 
revolution impended? 

Cannon: At that time they were in the 
midst of the "third period. "4 So they 
were running hog-wild for a while, 
but they weren't getting much re
sponse to that appeal. 

Continued on next page 

HELP PUBLISH WRITINGS 
OF JAMES P. CANNON 

The Aug. :l(S Political Tribute to Jim Cannon, at
tended by 1, 250 people in Oberlin, Ohio, launched 
the James P. Cannon Party-Building Fund. Those 
present felt that the best way to honor this great 
American revolutionist was to launch a campaign 
to push forward the work of building the revolu
tionary socialist movement to which Cannon devoted 
his life. 

A top priority of this fund will be to help publish 
the many unpublished or out-of-print speeches and 
writings of Jim Cannon. In this way, the wealth of 
his political experience and vision of the socialist 
future can be passed on to the new generation of 

Assisted by 'the James P. Cannon Party-Building Fund, Pathfinder Press will 
undertake to edit and issue previously unpublished writings, speeches, and cor
respondence of Cannon with the same thoroughness it has applied to the publi
cation of Trotsky's writings. 
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radical youth and worker militants. 
The participants in the Aug. 23 tribute meeting 

got the fund off to a strong start by donating or 
pledging a total of $51,350.95. Donations and mes
sages have begun to come into the fund. Two contrib
utors write: uw e really wish we could contribute 
more than the enclosed. We both owe so much to 
Jim Cannon since we, like so many others, gained 
our first breath of hope and inspiration from his 
book Socialism on Trial." 

Please send your individual contribution today. 
Donors of $50 or more may choose a complimentary 
copy of any one of Cannon's books listed below. 

Enclosed is my contribution of (circle): 

$1,000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $----'---

(Make checks payable to James P. Cannon Fund.) 

Please send me: 

( ) The First Ten Years of American Communism 
( ) The History of American Trotskyism 
( ) Letters from Prison 
( ) Notebook of an Agitator 
( ) Socialism on Trial 
( ) Speeches for Socialism 
( ) Speeches to the Party 
( ) The Struggle for a Proletarian Party 

Name __________________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________________ _ 

City ___________ State ___ Zip _____ _ 

Send to: James P. Cannon Fund, 14 Charles Lane, 
New York, N.Y. 10014. 

Fund directors: Reba Hansen and George Novack 
Treasurer: Andrea Morell 
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Interview with James P. Cannon 

... 'The U.S. capitalists have never been 
Continued from preceding page 

Lens: Was your organization called 
the Communist League of America 
at first, or was it called Communist 
Party Majority or Left Opposition? 

. Cannon: Communist League of Amer
ica (Opposition). The Lovestoneites 
called themselves Communist Party 
(Majority Group). 5 

Lens: Then you dropped the word 
"opposition" eventually. 

Cannon: Eventually, yes. But for four 
years we continued to direct our agita
tion mainly to the Communist Party. 

Lens: Were you disappointed in the 
results? 

Cannon: Well, we were trying to re
cruit our primary cadre and we re
cruited more than a hundred people 
to begin with. I guess we had a couple 
of hundred or a little more by 1934 
and then we got into the Minneapolis 
strike and that gave us a big boost. 
It identified us as workers in the mass 
movement. 

Then came the fusion with the Muste
ites6 in the same year. So it was sort 
of a period of expansion in the later 
thirties. 

Lens: What happened then in the rela
tively large mass movement before 
World War II and during World War 
II? Did you feel that there was some
thing impeding your development or 
your progress, or were you going 
too slow, or what? 

Cannon: Do you mean our organiza
tion? 

Lens: Yes. 

Cannon: Our big obstacle was the 
Communist Party. It had complete 
domination of what there was of the 
radical movement. The SP was 
an empty shell. And we were isolated. 
The membership of the Communist 
Party largely identified Stalin with the 
Comintern. And whatever the Com
intern said was the law. But we kept 
recruiting one here and one there un
til we'd built up quite a cadre of capa
ble people. 

Lens: Why didn't you take over the 
Communist Party? Why didn't the ma
jority come over to your point of 
view? Must a radical party have the 
support of a government in some for
eign country to survive or prosper? 

Cannon: The Comintern represented 
the Russian revolution in the minds 

4. The "third period" was a schema pro
claimed by the Stalinists in 1928 accord
ing to which capitalism was in its final 
period of collapse. Following from this 
schema, the Comintern's tactics during 
the next six years were marked by ultra
leftism, adventurism, sectarian "red" 
unions, and opposition to forming united 
fronts with other working-class organiza
tions. 

5. The Communist League of America 
(Opposition) was the organization formed 
by Cannon and others who were expelled 
from the Communist Party in 1928 for 
supporting the program of the Left Op
position in the Soviet CP, led by Leon 
Trotsky. 

6. In December 1934 the Communist 
League of America fused with the Ameri
can Workers Party, led by A. J. Muste, 
to form the Workers Party of the United 
States. 
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Sit-down strike in Detroit auto plant. 'If the Communist Party had remained a revo
lutionary party, it could have made great things out of that mass movement of the 
1930s.' 

of the American communists. The 
Comintern said we were counterrevo
lutionaries and that Trotsky: was a 
fascist, a traitor, and everything else; 
and they accepted that. 

Lens: From a theoretical point of 
view, though, Marxism is supposed to 
be the science of revolution, and your 
estimate of events was more lucid than 
Browder's, say and yet here were ten 
or twenty thousand communists to 
whom you couldn't get through. Their 
emotions were much stronger than 
their intellectual probing. 

Cannon: 'Titat's true; it ·took a long 
time for us to break through. 

Lens: Is that a handicap that the left 
can always expect, that emotion plays 
a bigger role than science of revolu
tion? 

Cannon: The pull of a radical or
ganization that is dominant in the 
field is almost gravitational. The av
erage worker and activist doesn't want 
to be connected with some little sect 
on the sidelines. He wants to be where 
the action is. 

Muste group 
Lens: Did the Muste group make any 
sensational spurt in its early days, or 
was it growing about like your group? 

Cannon: It was growing about like 
ours. Muste was a remarkable person
al character. He was a preacher, you 
know, to start with. 

In 1917, as a minister in Boston, 
he went to Lawrence, Mass., and got 
into the textile strike there and became 
the head of it. Next, if I'm correct, 
he became the head of the textile work
ers union, or what was left of it. 

Then he started the Brookwood La
bor College in New York State, which 
quite a number of people attended, 
and he recruited some of them. Out 
of that he developed the Conference 
for Progressive Labor Action and re
cruited people here and there. Then 
this organization developed an unem
ployed movement of its own. 

The Communist Party dominated 
the main unemployment movement in 
the big cities, the Unemployed Coun
cils. The Musteites organized around 
the fringes rather effectively, in Penn
sylvania, Ohio, and other plaees. The 
Unemployed Leagues, they called 

them. Through all these operations. 
Muste accumulated a cadre. 

We were greatly impressed with their 
actions in the Toledo Auto-Lite strike 
in 1934, at the same time that we 
were occupied with the Teamsters' fight 
in Minneapolis. They had done an un
precedented thing. Their leaders there 
-Sam Pollock, Ted Selander, and Art 
Preis-were in the unemployment 
movement, the Unemployed League 
of the Musteites. And they organized 
to support the strike. 

Contrary to the custom of the un
employed being recruited as strike
breakers, they became the most mili
tant supporters of the strike. They 
practically led the strike. We were tre
mendously impressed by that, and it 
led to our negotiations with them for 
fusion. Meanwhile Muste was turning 
to the left politically, so there wasn't 
much trouble in bringing about a uni
fication. 

Some of the people that Muste had 
attracted-such as (J. B.S.) Hardman 
and (Louis) Budenz and a few others 
-wouldn't go along with it, but Muste 
decided to do it and he brought along 
a majority of his people and it gave 
the movement quite a boost. 

Lens: Did you expect a revolution in 
the 1930s- that capitalism would col
lapse? 

Cannon: I can't say that I expected 
it, but looking back on it now, as I 
have said many times, anything was 
possible in the thirties. After the work
ers recovered from their paralysis. In 
the first four or five years they were 
simply stunned, they didn't know what 
to do. But beginning with Minneapolis 
in 1934, three strikes- Minneapolis, 
the San Francisco general strike, and 
the Auto-Lite strike in Toledo
seemed to give the impetus needed for 
a new movement. And it began to de
velop by leaps and bounds. 

Lens: What stopped it? 

Tremendous upheaval 
Cannon: The American Communist 
Party. 

The industrial union movement de
veloped millions of members and John 
L. Lewis, recognizing the tide, turned 
toward it and gave quite effective lead
ership for a time. The sit-down strikes 
in Flint, Mich., and the organization 
of General Motors and Ford repre-

sented a tremendous upheaval. That 
was accomplished in a few years. 

Lens: When you say the Communist 
Party stopped it, in what ~ay? 

Cannon: The Communist Party was 
the dominant force in the radical 
movement. They dominated the un
employed movement and by that time 
there developed a radical movement 
on the campuses, which they also 
dominated. And they trained some 
cadres in the unemployment and stu
dent movements who took part in var
ious actions. 

You know, the average worker is 
afraid to stand up and make a mo
tion in a meeting. They aren't accus
tomed to that. The CP trained a whole 
cadre of people who could stand up 
and make motions and parliamentary 
moves, and run meetings, and things 
of this sort. 

In the mid-thirties there was a cer
tain upsurge out of the depression. 
Not a real economic recovery, but 
a revival. They began to open fac
tories and take some people back to 
work. And the Communist Party 
colonized a lot of their people in the 
strategic industries and their radical 
talk appealed widely. They were com
petitors for control of the auto workers 
union for a while. 

Right in the middle of this came the 
turn of the Comintern toward the 
right. The "third period" had passed 
and the Kremlin began turning over 
toward conservatism and naturally 
the Communist Party just carried it 
out here in the United States to the 
letter. 

I believe that if the Communist Party 
had remained a revolutionary party, 
it could have made great things out 
of that mass movement of the thirties. 

Lens: If you go back to the Russian 
revolution, you also had a Menshevik 
group, and the Bolsheviks were a mi
nority in relation to the Mensheviks, 
and yet they were able to pull people 
away from them. Why weren't the 
Trotskyists able to pull people from 
the Stalinists here? You also had 
capable people, you also knew how to 
make motions in meetings and all 
the .rest of that, and probably were 
more dedicated. 

Excluded 
Cannon: Unquestionably. But we 
didn't have the numbers. The Com
munist Party excluded us from every 
movement they controlled, like the un
employed movement. A hungry un
employed member of the Trotskyist 

CP leader Browder wanted to shake 
hands on class peace with J.P. Morgan. 



in such a jam as they are now' 
organization couldn't get into the Un
employed Councils because the Stalin
ists branded him a "counterrevolu
tionary." 

The CP formed alliances with other 
radicals and socialists in the League 
Against War and Fascism, but we 
were not admitted to it. So although 
we expanded somewhat with the suc
cess of the Minneapolis strikes, the 
fusion with the Musteites, and the en
try into the Socialist Party, 7 which 
gained us quite a group of new mem
bers, we were still a small minority 
in comparison to the Communist 
Party. 

Lens: You expected quite a bit more 
from the entry in the Socialist Party, 
didn't you, than you eventually got? 

Cannon: We won over the majority 
of the Young People's Socialist 
League. 

Lens: I know, but you really expected 
to become an important mass party. 

Cannoru We expected the Socialist 
Party itself to grow and that we would 
grow with it. 

Lens: Why didn't it? 

Cannon: The competition of the Com
munist Party, and partly the inade
quacy of its leadership, I guess. 

Lens: Of the Communist or Socialist 
leadership? 

Cannon: Of the Socialist Party leader
ship. 

Lens: But you were playing an im
portant role in it by then. Weren't 
you in the Socialist leadership? 

Cannon: I came out to California 
during that period. We soon got a 
majority in the state executive com
mittee of the Socialist Party and pub
lished a weekly paper in San Fran
cisco. The right-wingers remaining in 
the Socialist Party got alarmed about 
that and began expelling our people. 
And we had nothing to do but fight 
it out and come to a break. 

Lens: Had you expected a break? 

Cannon: No, we tried to prevent it. 

Lens: You had hoped to remain in 
the Socialist Party? 

Cannon: Yes, we were not ready to 
bring things to a head yet. But we 
had no choice. 

Lens: Why do you think the Comin
tern got rid of Browder?S Or, to put 
it a different way, why didn't he adjust 
to the Comintern? He had been ad
justing to it all his life. 

7. In 1936 the Trotskyists joined the So
cialist Party in order to win over the 
growing left wing to revolutionary poli
tics. 

8. Browder was deposed as secretary of 
the CP in 1945 and expelled from the 
party in 1946. Except for his first few 
years in office (the end of the ultraleft 
"third period") and the brief interlude of 
the Stalin-Hitler pact, his regime coincided 
with those years in which the CP engaged 
in blatant class collaboration of the peo
ple's front variety. 

During the World War II alliance of 
the U. S. and the Soviet Union, ijrowder 
ardently supported U. S. imperialism and 
publicly urged that the wartime no-strike 
pledge be continued af~er the war ended. 
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Cannon: It began with his appoint
ment as secretary. Foster was a far 
more publicly prominent and able 
man than Browder. That was his trou
ble. You might say he was the logical 
man to succeed Lovestone when they 
got rid of Lovestone. But by that · 
time Stalin didn't want any able 
people heading national parties. 

I think Browder's defects were his 
merits. His lack of leadership capacity 
was just what they wanted from him
somebody to do what they told him 
to do. I don't say Foster wouldn't 
have done it, but Foster had ideas 
and initiative of his own. 

Lens: Did you like Foster personally? 

Cannon: At first I did. I was asso
ciated with him in the political fights. 
But I didn't like his character. 

Lens: Why? 

Cannon: Why don't you like some
body? He was terribly self-centered 
and dishonest, when it served his pur
pose, and disloyal in personal rela
tions. All the kinds of things that I 
especially don't like. 

Lens: Getting back to Browder. He 
had shifted gears with the Comintern 
all along, and then 1946 comes along 
and he refuses to shift gears. How do 
you account for that? 

Cannon: I think he was taken by sur
prise. He carried the conciliationism 
of the Kremlin bureaucracy to an ex
treme that they were not prepared to 
go to after the war ended. They were 
getting ready for the outbreak of the 

cold war, while Browder was going 
ahead as before. 

You remember his famous state
ment, when he said something like, 
"I'm ready to shake hands with J. 
Pierpont Morgan on this- to have 
peace, no strikes during thewar, speed
up, incentive pay, and all the rest" 

Out of favor 
It's remarkable how easily the 

Stalinists disposed of him. They didn't 
even have to send any message di
rectly from Moscow. All they had to 
do was to have somebody in France, 
Duclos (Jacques Duclos, longtime 
leader of the French Communist Par
ty), write a piece in the French CP 
magazine criticizing Browder. And aU 
the hacks in the party took that as a 

' Continued on next page 

BOOKS BY CANNON 

THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF 
AMERICAN COMMUNISM 
by James P. Cannon with a pref
ace by Theodore Draper. Cannon 
was the only surviving leader of 
the formative days of the Ameri
can communist movement who 
did not repudiate communism. He 
was a founder of the U.S. Com
munist Party and a leader of it 
until his expulsion in 1928 for 
opposition to Stalinism. 

In this collection of letters to 
historian Theodore Draper, Can
non gives his account of the at
tempts of pioneer American com
munists to apply the lessons of 
the Russian revolution to the 
American scene. Especially im
portant is his description of the 
growing influence of Stalin's bu
reaucracy in the international 
communist movement and the im
pact this had in the American CP._ 
343 pp., $10, paper $3.45. 

THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN 
TROTSKYISM 
by James P. Cannon with an in
troduction by Caroline Lund. 
This is a report of a participant 
in the founding of the American 
Trotskyist movement. 268 pp., 
paper $2. 95. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR A PRO
LETARIAN PARTY 
by James P. Cannon. In these es
says and letters, Cannon outlines 
the Leninist concepts that guide 
the organization of a revolution
ary workers' party. It deals with 
the political struggle with the 
Shachtman minority in the Social
ist Workers Party in 1939-40. 

Leon Trotsky wrote of the first 
section of this book: "It is the 
writing of a genuine workers' 
leader. If the discussion had not 
produced more than this docu
ment, it would be justified." 320 
pp., paper $2.95. 

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL 
by James P. Cannon. As a clear 
and simple explanation of the 
principles and aims of revolution
ary socialism, this book has be
come a classic of American so
cialist literature. It is based on 
the court stenogram of Cannon's 
explanations of the views of the 
SWP when he was on trial for 
"sedition" in 1941 under the 
Smith Act. 192 pp., paper $2.25. 

NOTEBOOK OF AN AGITATOR 
by James P. Cannon with a in
troduction by Joseph Hansen. So
cialist journalism at its finest. 
This selection of Cannon's writ
ings, taken from the labor and 
radical .press, spans the years 
1926-1956. It includes editorials 
from the campaign to save Sacco 
and Vanzetti; reports of the 193()s 
strike upsurge, the Korean war, 
the ideology of Stalinism; also 
sketches of Cannon's contempo
raries in the revolutionary move
ment. 369 pp., $8.95, paper 
$3.45. 

LETTERS FROM PRISON 
by James P. Cannon with an in
troduction by Jack Barnes. Can
non was one of the victims of 
the government's first use of the 
Smith Act. In this, his prison 

journal kept during his confine
ment in Sandstone federal pris
on, Cannon addresses himself to 
the practical problems of building 
the revolutionary party: the im
portance of the revolutionary 
press, building a leadership team, 
the need to build a revolutionary 
international, .and much more. 
355 pp., $7.50, paper $3.45. 

SPEECHES FOR SOCIALISM 
by James P. Cannon with an in
troduction by Peggy Brundy and 
Dianne Feeley. These are speeches 
of a top-notch revolutionary or
ator, covering such topics as so
cialism and democracy, the strug
gle against imperialist war, Stalin
ism, and the role of youth in the 
revolutionary movement. 432 pp., 
$10, paper $3.45. 

SPEECHES TO THE PARTY: 
The Revolutionary Perspective 
and the Revolutionary Party 
by James P. Cannon with an in
troduction by AI Hansen. This is 
a collection of speeches and docu
ments from an internal struggle 
in the SWP during the era of pros
perity, witch-hunt, and cold war 
in the early 1950s. Cannon's cen
tral theme is that American cap
italism, despite appearances to the 
contrary, is headed for new crises 
that will produce a new radicali
zation, and that a Leninist par
ty is necessary to lead the com
ing mass struggles to power. 352 
pp., $10, paper $3.95. 

Order from: Pathfinder Press 
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 
10014 
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Interview with James P. Cannon 

... 'anything is possible in this century' 
Continued from preceding page 
sign that this fellow was out of favor 
with the big power. 

Lens: Why do you. feel the Lovestone
ites fell apart? 

Cannon: What stages to you mean? 

Lens: When they dissolved, about 
1937 or 1938 (actually, 1939). 

Cannon: In 1929 they took a hundred 
or more with them out of the Com
munist Party. That in itself was an 

issue. The emergence of the New Left 
after World War II, or quite a long 
time after World War II, was ac
companied by a tremendous counter
culture movement. Why wasn't there 
one in the 1930s? 

Cannon: This counter-culture move
ment of the recent past was an intel
lectual student movement, wasn't it? 

Lens: Yes, but you had a growing 
student movement in the thirties too. 

Cannon: Yes, but the real power that 

Veterans demonstration following World War II. Postwar radicalization was cut short 
by relative prosperity and anticommunist witch-hunt. 

indication of the tremendous power of 
Stalin over the party. The CP had 
just had a convention where the Love
stoneites had a big majority, or so 
they thought, because the party wasn't 
aware that Stalin was getting ready 
to dump him. 

The Lovestoneites claimed to be the 
champions of the Comintern above all 
others. But the Comintern had two 
representatives here at the CP's 1929 
convention early in the year, and the 
campaign against Bukharin was 
beginning already in Moscow. Buk
harin had been their mentor and their 
protector, and Lovestone didn't get 
the signal quickly enough. 

Lens: Then they survived for about 
10 years. And they did have some 
influence in the auto workers and the 
ladies garment workers unions. 

Cannon: As late as 1934 one of the 
big events in the radical movement 
in New York was a debate between 
me and Lovestone at Irving Plaza 
on the question of whether we should 
build a new international or support 
the Communist International. At that 
time he strongly supported the Comin
tern of Stalin. He was still, I think, 
hoping to convince them that h.e was 
their boy. And probably still had some 
idea that the Communist movement 
had a futUre here. 

Some people don't have to believe 
things out of conviction; if they believe 
something is going to be a success, 
that's enough for them. I think that 
was the case with Loves tone. I think 
he was a careerist from the very begin
ning. 

Lens: Let me sidetrack to another 
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asserted itself was a workers uprising 
in the 1930s. We don't have anything 
like that today. Nothing comparable. 

Lens: In other words you feel that the 
students were pretty much secondary 
to the workers. 

Cannon: In the thirties, yes. 

Lens: And therefore they didn't take 
on characteristics of their own? 

Cannon: I just don't recall them 
making any special mark for them
selves in the thirties. 

Lens: How do you account for that? 

Cannon: There was a student move
ment, but it was mainly composed 
of groups affiliated to the two radi
cal parties, the Communist Party and· 
the Socialist Party. 

I don't know whether you've heard 
this story, I've told it a hundred times: 
Among the big events on the cam
puses of New York in the thirties were 
the debates between the Draper broth
ers. Have you heard of that? 

Lens: No. Theodore and Hal? 

Cannon: Theodore Draper was an ar
dent Stalinist. Hal Draper was a left
wing Socialist. And they had a number 
of debates. I didn't attend any of them, 
but I heard about them. 

The left wing of the Socialist Party 
didn't develop as a counter-cultural 
nut movement, but as a radical, 
Leninist movement. I heard Gus Tyler 
debate with Gil Green-who later be
came head of the Young Communist 

League- on the question of policy to
ward war. Green took the peaceful 
coexistence position of the Comintern 
and Tyler defended the Leninist policy. 
Tyler, who's now an ILGWU (Interna
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union) leader, simply cut him to 
pieces, in my judgment. 

This whole counter-culture business 
expressed in this New Left phenom
enon seems to me like it sprang out 
of nowhere. And it disappeared almost 
as rapidly. 

New Left 
Lens: How do you account for the 
emergence of the New Left? Why didn't 
all those young people come into the 
Socialist Workers Party? 

Cannon: It started with the League 
for Industrial Dempcracy, didn't it? 

Lens: But. that was pretty much of a 
dead organization. 

Cannon: But they had a "Port Huron 
Statement" that seemed to just catch 
fire. It took most everybody by sur
prise. I certainly didn't anticipate it. 

Lens: Why? Here was the SWP. 
Eighteen of your comrades had gone 
to jail for opposing World War II. 
You had an unsullied personal record. 
You had worked throughout the war 
rather consistently against the Stalin
Hitler pact, and then against Mc
Carthyism. And yet, when the youth 
began to choose sides,. they bypassed 
the CP and they bypassed you. 

Cannon: You mustn't forget that the 
1950s were a period of terrible reac
tion in the labor movement. In the 

·cold war period the union bureaucrats 
were able with the help of the govern
ment to clean out all the Stalinists 
and all the other radicals from the 
CIO. And everything was dead on the 
campus. They called it the "silent 
generation." 

We had counted greatly in the post
war period on young veterans being a 
natural recruiting ground for a big 
expansion. Instead, the soldiers came 
back and got the GI Bill of Rights. 
They went to school and they were 
studying to get degrees and get jobs. 
There was no response to radical 
ideas. 

Lens: Did you expect a depression 
after the war like the depression of 
1929? 

Cannon: No, we were taken by sur
prise. 

Lens: That there was no depression? 

Cannon: That there was no radicaliza
tion. 

Lens: But you didn't expect an eco
nomic slump in 1946-4 7 like Eugene 
Dennis did. 9 

Cannon: We expected it, but we didn't 
put a time limit on it. We suffered 
terrible reverses. We lost a lot of mem
bers ii:l the fifties. 

Lens: To what, the persecutions? 

Cold war period 
Cannon: The persecution, the lack of 
response, the inactivity of the worker~. 
People began falling away. Our big
gest struggle in the whole cold war 
period of the fifties was to hold our 
nucleus together. 

Lens: How big was the SWP? 

Cannon: I would say we came out of 
the fifties with about 500 members. 

Lens: A:p.d how many members did 
you have in 1945? 

Cannon: In 1945 we had about 3,000, 
I guess, because at the 1946 conven
tion I recall we made a ceremony of 
initiating 1,000 new members who 
had been recruited since the 1944 con
vention. During the latter years of the 
war there was considerable radicaliza
tion in anticipation of the war's end 
and labor struggles. 

But there was no sign of radicaliza
tion in the fifties, and no sign of action 
in the labor unions to speak of. The 
campuses were dead. It was the civil 
rights movement that sparked the re
birth of a radical movement. We 
oriented ourselves as much as we could 
to that, and we recruited some people 
from the campuses, and we started a 
youth organization again, the Young 
Socialist Alliance. It began to attract 
a cadre. In general we've been ad
vancing ever since, not spectacularly, 
but rather steadily. 

Lens: But my question is why did all 
the energy go into the organizations 
of the New Left? And although you've 
made some gains, you never made a 
fundamental breakthrough. How do 
you account for that? 

Cannon: It just didn't happen. 
Continued on page 22 

9. Eugene Dennis was general secretary 
of the CP in the 1950s. 

Striking N.J. postal workers, 1970. 'The growing union action among public workers 
is an entirely new phenomenon.' 
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Messages 
in tribute to 
Jim Cannon 

The following are messages that were 
sent to the Political Tribute to Jim 
Cannon, held Aug. 23 in Oberlin, 
Ohio, or to the Socialist Workers 
Party. Other messages will be printed 
in future issues. 

Top Trotskyist leader 
Buenos Aires 

The political bureau of the Partido 
Socialista de los Trabajadores [So
cialist Workers Party, Argentine sup
porters of the Fourth International], 
meeting in emergency session in view 
of the unhappy news of the death of 
Comrade Cannon, founder and top 
leader of our beloved sister party and 
teacher, the Socialist Workers Party, 
and cofounder of the Fourth Interna
tional, wants to publicly express its 
sorrow at the death of this friend and 
comrade of Leon Trotsky. 

Comrade Cannon was a faithful 
continuator and top leader of contem
porary Trotskyism. Such a tragedy 
for our world movement brings only 
one consolation: that the North Amer
ican followers of Cannon as well as 
his followers in our country and 
around the world will know how to 
develop and defend his orthodox 
Trotskyist teachings. 

Path he showed us 
Brussels 

We are greatly saddened by the death 
ot James Cannon, one of the founders 
of the Fourth International. Since he 
was closest to you, we send you our 
deepest condolences. We hope that the 
entire international movement will 
continue to work along the path he 
showed us. 
Comradely, 
Ligue Revolutionnaire des Travail
leursjRevolutionaire Arbeiders Liga 
(Revolutionary Workers League, Bel
gian Section of the Fourth Interna
tional). 

Continue his fight 
Paris 

We are saddened to learn of the death 
of Comrade James P. Cannon. The 
FCR (Front Communiste Revolution
naire- Revolutionary Communist 
Front, French section of the Fourth 
International) and Rouge join the 
Trotskyists of the United States and 

the entire world in honoring the mem
ory of this revolutionary militant who 
is no longer with us, and in continuing 
his fight for the world socialist revo
lution. 

His work lives on 
With Jim disappears last living link 
with founders of the Comintern and 
founders of the world Trotskyist 
movement. 

We mourn with you this irreparable 
loss, but are sure his spirit and work 
live on in the Fourth International 
and Socialist Workers Party. 
Ernest Mandel 
Pierre Frank 

Jim taught us 
London 

Workers Revolutionary Party, British 
section of the International Committee 
of the Fourth International, sends its 
condolence and sympathy to the So
cialist Workers Party on the occasion 
of the death of its founder, James P. 
Cannon. 

Jim taught us Trotskyism in the 
1930s and 1940s when, in united op
position to revisionism, we were all 
proud to be Cannonites. 
Gerry Healy, Secretary, Workers Rev
olutionary Party. 

Condolences 
Paris 

Dear Comrades, 
I learned from the International 
Herald Tribune of the death of Com
rade Cannon. To all those near to 
him and to all you of the SWP I 
send my deepest condolences. 
With revolutionary greetings, 
Michel Pablo 

A giant of socialism 
Seattle 

It is- with sorrow we heard of Jim Can
non's death. Jim Cannon takes his 
place -among the giants of socialism. 
He, virtually alone, broke the iron 
barrier placed around the ideology 
of Trotsky by Stalin and at great 
risk smuggled Trotsky's documents 
out of Russia and made them avail
able to the world communist move
ment .... 

He was a genius in understanding 
the nature of the revolutionary party 
and the importance of the balance be-

NEW YORK-------

POLITICAL TRIBUTE TO 
JIM CANNON 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 18, 7:30p.m. 
Marc Ballroom, 27 Union Square West (bet. 15th and 16th) 
Ausp: Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. Everyone welcome. 
For more information call (212) 982-8214. 
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Cannon addressing memorial meeting for leon Trotsky, Aug. 28, 1940. 

tween centralism and democracy .... 
Cannon came from the American 

revolutionary movement. In all his 
active life he participated in the strug
gles of the workers, recorded them, 
and drew the necessary political les
sons for us. He put the most profound 
ideas into the language of the workers. 
Jim Cannon's legacy to us is his life 
and his enduring work. 
Melba Windoffer and Clara Fraser 
for the Freedom Socialist Party 

Highest satisfaction 
Chicago 

I regret my inability to be present 
at the meeting in Oberlin honoring 
the memory of Comrade Jim Cannon. 

What he accomplished during his 
lifetime negates the fact of physical 
death. Jim Cannon, prime leader in 
the creation of the second Leninist 
party in history-his example as a 
fighter for principle against all odds; 
his great influence in shaping the 
lives of those he helped win to our 
cause, calling forth the best in each 
-makes of him a deathless figure who 
will be remembered and studied for
ever, the closest a human can come 
to immortality. 

As one who came to the movement 
with the American Workers Party and 
the fusion in 1934, I, in my twenties, 
was asking myself the question: What 
shall I do with my life? This question 
has been constantly faced since by 
young people contemplating the sour, 
brutal, and demeaning life capitalism 
has to offer. 

To those of my generation in and 
around the movement, Jim Cannon's 
influence was decisive in our forming 
the conviction that the cause of the 
world proletarian revolution should 
occupy the first place in our life, for 
the rest of our life; that by so ordering 
ourselves, the best in ourselves would 
flower, and we would experience the 
highest human satisfaction possible in 
the kind of world we live in. 

I, for one, wish to conftrm unre
servedly this great truth we were 
taught to comprehend by Jim Can
non, Trotsky's best disciple and in
terpreter. 

We will shed our tears and pause 
to commemorate the physical passage 
from our midst of the greatest pro
letarian warrior that this country has 
produced. We will then return with 

greater determination than ever, to 
our work along the road that Com
rade Jim Cannon pioneered and con
tributed to so greatly. 
Morris Chertov 

Party builder 
Boston 

Comrade Cannon's greatest contribu
tion to the Trotskyist movement was 
his leadership in building the strongest 
Trotskyist party in the world. This 
was done in the richest country in the 
world and with the strongest capitalist 
class as well as the most politically 
backward working class. 

He built it at a time when the Com
munist Party was at its strongest. Un
der the leadership of Comrade Can
non the party grew stronger .after 
every internal struggle. During every 
internal struggle, Comrade Cannon 
educated the party members in prin
cipled politics and Leninist and 
Trotskyist theory. His books serve 
as the greatest heritage in the party 
on revolutionary politics. 

Larry met Comrade Cannon and 
Rose Karsner when he joined the 
Trotskyist movement in 1933 and 
Gusty in 1936. They were not only 
our comrades and educators but also 
dear personal friends. Comrade Can
non was a party builder to the mar
row of his bones and until his passing. 

Let the party lower its banner in 
tribute to our fallen comrade, and let 
us pledge to lift it high and continue 
to build the Trotskyist party in the 
tradition of Comrade Cannon and 
Trotskyism. 
Augusta M. Trainor and Lawrence 
T. Trainor 

'Don't mourn, organize' 
Los Angeles 

,"Lay a sword on my bier, for I have 
been a good soldier in the wars of 
human liberation." 

Another of the old guard will no 
longer respond to the roll call. But 
by his example he will be in the ranks 
with us. Jim, without living in the 
past, was fond of reminiscing about 
it, particularly his youthful years in 
the Industrial Workers of the World. 
In the last words of a martyr of that · 
band of heros, "Don't mourn, orga
nize." 
Charles and Lillian Curtis 

SAN FRANCISCO-----

BAY AREA TRIBUTE TO 
JIM CANNON 

Speakers: Farrell Dobbs, Art Sharon, and Anne Chester. 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 14,7:30 p.m. 
1519 Mission Street, San Francisco. 
For more information call (415) 864-917 4. 
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Interview with James P. Cannon 

... 'we'll be in midst of any new movement' 
Continued from page 20 
Lens: Why? Was it something you did 
that was wrong? 

Cannon: No, I dmi't know of any
thing we did that was wrong. In the 
late fifties the Khrushchev revelations 
opened up the Communist Party pe
riphery. We plunged into that very de
terminedly. We recruited some mem
bers out of the CP itself after the Khru
shchev revelations especially in Los 
Angeles. And since then we have con
fronted the Communist Party in mass 
movements of various kinds virtually 
as equals. They can't brush us aside 
any more. 

Lens: But you never were able to be
come the dominant force on the left. 

Cannon: No. 

Lens: When I asked Rennie Davis and 
Tom Hayden why they joined the SDS 
(Students for a Democratic Society) 
rather than the CP or the SWP, they 
said they felt that there was no mag
netism there. 

Recruited women 
Cannon: We did recruit fairly substan
tially, and some excellent cadres. And 
we have recruited women comrades 
on a scale never before in the radical 
movement. Forty percent of our mem
bers are women. And I think about 
40 percent of our staff members are 
women. This takes place not as a 
quot_a policy but just naturally. So 
many talented women have come for
ward to flll this and that position. 

Lens: But -even with all the work 
you've done in the antiwar movement, 
you're not back to your 1945 strength 
yet. 

Cannon: We're much stronger in the 
cadre sense. 

Lens: Having influence. 

Cannon: But I don't think we're much 
stronger numerically. A large num
ber of the people we recruited during 

that period at the end of the war were 
Blacks as well as industr'ial workers. 
There was a big turnover as soon 
as the climate in the country turned 
conservative with the cold war. Then 
they dropped out because they expected 
more immediate advantages than we 
could offer. But this membership we 
have today is a pretty solid member
ship both in the YSA and in the SWP. 

Lens: Do you anticipate a revolution 
in America in the near future? 

Cannon: It depends on what you 
mean by near.· 

Lens: Next 10 or 15 years. 

Anything possible 
Cannon: I say anything is possible 
in this century in the years that are 
left of it. That's 26 years. 

Lens: But you don't sound very op
timistic. 

Cannon: I don't want to make any 
categorical statements, but I say we're 
living in a time when capitalism is 
plunging toward its climactic end. 

Lens: Didn't you say that in the 
thirties? 

Cannon: I did, yes. 

Lens: And in the forties? 

Cannon: And in the forties. 

Lens: I mean, that must sound like 
something peculiar when you say it 
every decade. 

Cannon: But when you stop to think, 
the history of humanity is a very 
long one, isn't it? And a quarter of 
a century is only an instant in the 
history of the human race. 

Lens: What do you see in the near 
future for the capitalist system? 

Cannon: I see one crisis piling upon 
another. I don't think the capitalists 

Mil Arthur Hughes 

'The Young Socialist Alliance was launched and began to attract a cadre. The revolu
tionary socialist movement has been advancing rather steadily ever since.' 

have ever been in such a jam in this 
country as they are right now, both 
poltically and economically. 

Lens: Yet the average man is living 
well compared to 40 years ago. 

Cannon: Materially, you mean? 

Lens: Yes. 

Cannon: Yes, but they got used to 
the new standard and now they see 
the beginning of the decline and they 
don't like that. 

One phenomenon that interests me 
greatly is the extraordinary develop
ment of union action among public 
workers. It's an entirely new phenom
enon. And very widespread, very mili
tant, and continuing. 

Lens: You have two separate groups 

outside the CP and SWP that are radi
cal, the New American Movement and 
the People's Party, which believe in 

·the idea of a mass party. And then 
you have the Maoist parties, like the 
Revolutionary Union and the October 
League. Can you see the Trotskyists 
uniting with either of those forces? 

Cannon: No. 

Lens: You don't think that either one 
of them has a future? 

Cannon: They have a future. I think 
this New American Movement or 
something like it can easily develop 
and have a temporary existence. But 
I don't think we can ever be isolated 
again. We will be in the midst of any 
kind of public mass movement that 
begins, and we will recruit out of it. 

A report and comments on Cannon's last day 
The following is from a letter written 
by Milton and Tybie Alvin to a long
time comrade of James P. Cannon, 
informing him of Cannon's death. Mil
ton and Tybie Alvin are longtime 
members of the Socialist Workers 
Party. 

Los Angeles 
Although we had not expected Jim to 
live much longer, we were hard hit 
by the actual event. 

Mter his last bout with pneumonia 
a few months ago, he returned home 
from about a week in the hospital 
in poor condition. This time he seemed 
not to regain his strength. 

Unlike his usual self, he spoke about 
things less than usual. He had noth
ing but trouble with his eyesight and 
his secretary. Suzanne got a few gad
gets to magnify his reading material 
but none of them was satisfactory. 
His eye doctor could -do nothing to 
improve things. Jim had said more 
than once that if he could not read 
there was no point in living, as read
ing took up almost all his waking 
hours. All this put him into a poor 
mood. 
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Despite these things, it still remained 
a positive thing to spend time with 
him. He kept abreast of the latest de
velopments in world news, in the par
ty and the international movement. 
He continued to have opinions and 
to express them even though more 
briefly than in the past. His mental 
capacities never declined like his 
physical. 

Tybie and I were with Jim during 
his last day. We noticed how weak 
he was and how he dozed off a few 
tirp.es e\ren after his nap, which he 

We invite friends and comrades 
of Jim Cannon to send us their 
reminiscences of him. We will try 
to print contributions that add new 
information or insights into his 
life and work in the revolutionary 
socialist movement. 

took at the regular time, from 1 to 
3 p.m. At 4:30 he was scheduled to 
have his daily can of beer and when 
Tybie brought it to him I kidded him 
a bit for getting it three minutes be
fore schedule. 

We left several minutes later, as one He frequently called attention to 
of the comrades who lived with him, what he called his Rule No. 5; that 
Gary, had returned home from work is, "Don't take yourself too seriously." 
and started dinner. He died in less By that he meant that one should not 
than one hour after we left him. try to carry the whole world on one's 

Jim was, despite what his enemies shoulders but to leave a little for oth
may have said about him, a very ers to carry. However, this did not 
modest man. More than once he said apply to one's work. That was taken 
to me that all our generation could seriously, very much so. 
claim for itself is that we recognized Jim often said that had it not been 
the truth when we saw it and had for the movement, we would not even 
sense enough to protect it so that we have known each other. I am sure 
could hand it on to others. that he meant this in the broader 

This is doubtless true for most of 
us, but not for him. In addition to 
that he made many contributions of 
original and lasting quality. For rec
ognizing the truth, he was obligated 
to Trotsky more than anyone else. 
He loved him and thought that in 
the end Trotsky would be the best
loved of all the great masters, be
ca'\lse he fought so long against such 
odds. 

Jim was not the long-faced pessi
mist. On the contrary, he had more 
the quality of the Irish leprechaun. He 
almost always had a joke or two to 
tell and was optimistic about the ul
timate fate of humanity- and its so
cialist future. 

--. ,;·. 

sense, to include all those who work
ed together for our common aim. He 
was especially concerned in recent 
years for the old-timers of whom so 
few are left. Whenever Tybie and I 
left town he was sure to remind us 
to remember him to the "old-timers." 

Somewhere along the way our paths 
converged with his and we marched 
together after that. We are the richer 
for it. As he said so many times, 
our cause has given our lives some 
meaning that they otherwise would 
not have had. That has been our 
reward and it has been enough and 
more than enough. 
Tybie and Milton Alvin 
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A.grQgram for Chicano control 

Socialists run for city council in East L.A. 
By WENDY REISSNER 
LOS ANGELES- Two socialist can
didates, Mariana Hernandez and 
Manuel "Tank" Barrera, have entered 
the race for East Los Angeles city 
council. 

On Aug. 29 the two Socialist Work
ers Party candidates filed nominating 
petitions and have subsequently been 
certified for the ballot in the Novem
ber election. 

East Los Angeles is currently an 
unincorporated area of Los Angeles 
County. Although the population of 
East L. A. is 80 percent Chicano, it is 
governed by an all-white county 
board of supervisors, elected by a 
majority-Anglo electorate throughout 
the county. Like other Chicano com
munities, it has been gerrymandered 
by Democratic and Republican politi
cians to prevent Chicanos from ex
ercising a united political voice. 

As a result of a long struggle by the 
community, a referendum on the issue 
of incorporating East Los Angeles will 
appear on the November ballot. If it 
passes, East L.A. will become a sep
arate city and the community will win 
the right to elect its own city govern
ment. Simultaneously, residents will 
vote for a five-person city council to 
govern the new city. 

Barrera and Hernandez are cam
paigning for a "Yes" vote on incorpo
ration as a step forward in the strug
gle to gain genuine Chicano control 
of the Chicano community. 

At a news conference announcing 
their candidacy on Aug. 29, the so
cialist candidates recalled the signifi
cance of that date. Aug. 29 was the an
niversary of the massive 1970 Chi
cano Moratorium against the war in 
Vietnam, which was broken up by 
county sherifr s deputies, the police 
force in East L.A. In the process the 
cops killed three people. 

Barrera, who recently ran for the 
office of L. A. County sheriff on a 
program of abolishing the sherifrs 
department, said, "This brutal attack 
was a dramatic example of the way 
the sherifr s department intimidates our 
community. In our campaign we will 
call for the removal of the sherifrs 
department from East L. A. In its place 
we call for a force drawn from and 
controlled by the Chicano com
munity." 

Militant/Henry Snipper Militant/Walter Lippmann 

BARRERA, HERNANDEZ: Abolish military budget to provide federal funds for rebuild
ing oppressed communities such as East l. A. 

Mariana Hernandez said, "We offer 
a fighting program to do away with 
the poverty and oppression that exists 
in ·the barrio. In the Maravilla dis
trict of East Los Angeles alone, more 
than 46 percent of the residents are 
forced to 'live' on welfare. We are 
for setting welfare, pensions, Social 
Security, and unemployment benefits 
at union wages. To solve unemploy
ment we call for shortening the work
week with no cut in pay. We are for 
cost-of-living clauses in all union con
tracts." 

The socialist candidates have been 
active supporters of the United Farm 
Workers' fight against the combined 
attacks of the growers and Teamster 
bureaucrats. If elected they would in
troduce a bill into the new city council 
outlawing scab lettuce, grapes, and 
wine in East Los Angeles. 

Barrera and Hernandez helped build 
the Aug. 31 Moratorium against 
deportations of undocumented work
ers. They call for full civil rights for 
undocumented workers and for abol
ishing the U.S. Immigration Service 
police. 

"The city council of East L.A. should 
do everything in its power to defend 
the undocumented workers against the 
harassment and deportations by la 
migra," said Hernandez, "especially 

since a significant part of the popula
tion of East L. A. falls into this cate
gory." 

The socialist candidates stand for 
community control of the schools in 
East L.A. They point out that racist 
teachers, irrelevant textbook material, 
poverty, and police terror combine 
to cause a "pushout" rate of 50 per
cent of the students at East L.A.'s 
Garfield High School. They stand for 
bilingual, bicultural education from 
kindergarten up. 

"The schools should be run by 
elected community committees of stu
dents, parents, and teachers, with full 
control over hiring and firing of teach
ers, over curriculum, textbooks, and 
all aspects of administration," the so
cialist candidates said. 

They called for a federally funded 
crash program to build needed 
schools, hospitals, recreational fa
cilities, and housing in the barrio. 
They pointed out that in a U. S. gov
ernment study, 73 percent of the hous
ing in East L.A. was found to be 
"dilapidated" or "deteriorating." 

"Federal funding is key," the so
cialists explained. "Opponents of city
hood have argued that a city of East 
L.A. is not feasible because the cur
rent resources are too meager. 

"Of course they are too meager!. Our 

people have been held down and ex
ploited for decades. They should not 
be the ones to bear the burden. 

"Let the government abolish the so
called defense budget. This money that 
is now used by Washington to play 
world cop could be used for rebuild
ing oppressed areas such as East Los 
Angeles." 

Hernandez and Barrera are out to 
convince Chicanos to rely on their 
own power rather than the empty 
promises of the capitalist parties of 
racism and exploitation. 

They said, "The experiences of the 
Chicano community show clearly that 
it is independent political action that 
gets results. Demonstrations and pro
tests helped get more Chicanos into 
college. Mass support for the United 
Farm Workers' grape boycott is what 
forced some of the growers to sign 
UFW contracts in the past. Protests 
against la migra forced the Supreme 
Court to halt the dragnet raids. When
ever Chicanos rely on some capitalist 
politician to improve things, it only 
leads to broken promises." 

Barrera and Hernandez call for the 
building of a mass Chicano political 
party that would be responsible to the 
Chicano community. They see La 
Raza Unida parties in Los Angeles 
and elsewhere as a step toward build
ing such a party. 

Shortly after Barrera and Her
nandez took out nominating papers 
to run for city council, La Raza Unida 
Party announced a slate of five candi-

. dates for the city council. They are 
Raul Ruiz, Arturo Sanchez, Celia Rod
riguez, Daniel Zapata, and Frances 
Sue Lopez. 

Although the race is "nonpartisan" 
and they will not be listed on the ballot 
as La Raza Unida candidates, they 
say they will- campaign under the ban
ner of La Raza Unida Party, "against 
Democratic and Republican corrup
tion." 

Barrera and Hernandez are calling 
for a vote for La Raza Unida Party 
candidates for the remaining city 
council seats. The socialist candidates 
said, "We welcome the fact that there 
will be seven candidates in this elec
tion helping to convince the ,com
munity to break with the Democrats 
and Republicans- the two parties that 
have betrayed our people for so long." 

San Diego Chicanos protest police whitewash 
By MARK SCHNEIDER 
SAN DIEGO- Some 75 Chicano ac
tivists attended a special 8 a.m. meet
ing of the city council here Aug. 29 
to protest an official whitewash of the 
slaying of Bernardo Gallardo. 

Gallardo, a 35-year-old parolee, 
had been harassed by the police for 
weeks before his murder. Two cops 
tried to "convince" him to become a 
narcotics informer. They threatened 
to "have you killed, set up for a pa
role violation, or we can take you in 
right now," according to _Gallardo's 
attorney. 

Gallardo had responded by describ
ing the incidents to reporters and com
munity workers. He even made 
a taped statement of the police threats. 

Gallardo was shotgunned to death 
on the steps of his home Aug. 19. 
The cops arrested Gallardo's room
mate and a friend, both Chicanos, 
and charged them with the slaying. 
Then they seized the tape. 

In an attempt to head off public 
anger at the killing, the cops and 
the city administration are organiz
ing a Watergate-style cover-up. The 
two cops who harassed Gallardo were 
suspended for 20 days- not for ha-

THE MILITANT/SEPTEMBER 13, 1974 

rassing him, but for destroying mari
juana they allegedly found in his pos
session. Mayor Peter Wilson called a 
special meeting of the city council to 
get approval for a grand jury inves
tigation. 

Herman Baca, speaking for the Ad 
Hoc Committee on Chicano Rights, 
which has long opposed police vio
lence in the Chicano community, blast
ed this cover-up. 

"In no way will we stand for an 'in
house' investigation of this incident. 
The San Diego County grand jury 
has had only five Chicano members 
in the last 103 years. We need an out
side, independent investigation of this 
killing and of the entire San Diego 
police department." 

Baca called for the firing of Police 
Chief Raymond Hoobler and called 
for the establishment of a civilian re
view board to look into police actions. 

John Jacob of the Urban League 
and Larry Schwartz of the American 
Civil Liberties Union also spoke, pro
testing the cover-up. 

The city council, however, voted to 
send a note acknowledging and thank
ing the grand jury for its investiga
tion. Councilman Jim Bates reported 

that he had contacted the U.S. Justice 
Department and that they are con
sidering investigating. 

On Aug. 28, the Community Rela
tions Board, an advisory body to the 
city administration on police matters, 
announced that the two cops involved 
in the case had previously been ac
cused of similar tactics. Both were 

reprimanded for threatening a man 
in order to force him to become an 
informer. Also, both had previously 
been accused of roughing up a sus
pect. 

Richard Walden of the Legal Aid 
Society spoke to Gallardo before his 
murder. Gallardo told him that one 

Continued on page 30 

Militant/Dave Goldman 

Herman Boca addresses open meeting of San Diego Community Relations Board 
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Toronto convention 

Shanker bureaucracy 
tightens grip on AFT 

Rising tide of teacher militancy was not reflected at AFT convention 

By JEFF MACKLER 
TORONTO- The most important re
sult of the annual convention of the 
American Federation of Teachers 
(AFT), held here Aug. 19-23, was 
the tightening of Albert Shanker's 
bureaucratic control over the union. 

Shanker- already president of New 
York City's United Federation of 
Teachers ( UF T), executive vice-presi
dent of the New York State United 
Teachers, and member of the national 
AFL-CIO executive council-was 
elected president of the AFT with 
nearly 84 percent of the vote. 

Jeff Mackler is vice-president of 
the Hayward, Calif., Federation of 
Teachers, AFT Local J 423. 

Shanker's election surprised no one, 
as his opponent, outgoing president 
David Selden, proved incapable of 
providing even the semblance of an 
alternative. 

Few believed that Selden's newly 
found criticisms of Shanker amounted 
to more than a pathetic personal ges
ture, in view of his almost total iden
tification with Shanker's policies for 
the past six years. Selden received 
13 percent of the vote; 3 percent ab
stained. 

Monolithic control 
The Toronto convention, attended 

by 2, 415 delegates, was the first one 
at which Shanker and his supporters 
held total control of all aspects of the 
proceedings. Literally every conven
tion committee and all plenary ses
sions were dominated by the delegates 
from Shanker's 675-member New 
York City delegation and his well
organized followers in New York 
state. The combined votes of these 
groups represented half the member
ship of the entire AFT. 
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But Shanker's support was not lim
ited to New York. The large delega
tions from almost all the major cities 
were also committed to vote for 
Shanker and had been lined up well 
in advance of the convention. 

As in Shanker's New York City dele
gation, the bureaucratic slate-voting, 
winner-take-all practice ensured that 
no minority views were represented in 
these delegations. Unit-rule voting, the 
practice by which the majority of a 
delegation casts all the votes, further 
added to the monolithic nature of the 
proceedings. 

To top it off, ballots had to be 
individually signed, providing Shan
ker with his own personal "enemies 
list" for later reprisals. 

In this stifling atmosphere, the con
vention did not reflect the rising tide 
of teacher militancy. It failed to set 
a course of action for teachers to fight 
for their interests and improve the 
quality of education.-

On the key issue of merging the 
AFT and the National Education As
sociation ( NEA), Shanker's strategy 
proved to be the opposite of the unity 
desired by the overwhelming majority 
of the nation's teachers. 

The convention workshop entitled 
"Making State and Local Mergers 
Work" consisted of a pariel presenta
tion on alleged NEA atrocities. One 
after another the panelists drew the 
conclusion that factional warfare was 
to be the order of the day until the 
NEA changed its position on the issue 
of affiliation with the AFL-CIO. 

The AFT leadership insists that the 
1. 5-million-member NEA must af
filiate with the AFL-CIO as a condi
tion for merger. It falsely equates the 
AFL-CIO with the labor movement, 
despite the fact that some of the big
gest labor organizations in the coun
try are outside the AFL-CIO. 

The effect of this insistence is to 

indefinitely delay merger, in the face 
of unprecedented government attacks 
on teachers and public education. 

Speaking in favor of the AFT exec
utive council's proposal to increase 
monthly per capita dues by 35 cents, 
Shanker said, "If you really want to 
bring the NEA back to the negotiating 
table, you have got to make the AFT 
bigger than it is today, so that they 
are willing to come back to that table 
because merger is more worthwhile 
to them." 

This theme was reiterated by Shan
ker's supporters throughout the con
vention: "We've got to hurt the NEA 
first before they'll negotiate." 

Shanker sees raids on the NEA, 
not organizing unorganized teachers, 
as the fastest way to make the AFT 
bigger, and the dues increase was 
rammed through to finance continued 
raiding operations. 

Political action 
Shanker's only answer to the at

tacks on teachers is to support the 
very same Democratic and Republi
can politicians who consistently vote 
to cut educational expenditures and 
to deny teachers the right to strike. 

In addition, Shanker characterized 
proposals for statewide strikes as 
"communistic" or "fascist." AFT units 
have actually opposed NEA-affiliate 
proposals for such statewide action 
in support of NEA strikes in Tim
berlane, N.H., and Hortonville, Wis. 
Teachers in these two small school 
districts have been on strike since 
early this year and are the targets 
of vicious union-busting attacks. 

Shanker's only suggestion for a 
winning strategy- was a criticism of 
the NEA's weakness in "legislative ac
tion"; that is, lobbying in the state 
capitals. Selden joined in denigrating 
the two strikes, saying, "There are 
some situations that are not solvable, 

unfortunately, by such direct means. 
And there is no rule that says you 
should not use your head when you 
are trying to get a contract." 

A convention workshop on political 
action consisted solely of presenta
tions by two AFT lobbyists, who ap
pealed for teachers to write letters to 
their legislators. The resolution on 
political action submitted by the UF T 
and adopted by the convention called 
for making "every effort to elect a 
veto-proof Congress." 

Yet another indication of the AFT 
leaders' political orientation was their 
objection to a simple resolution "to 
call upon President Ford not only to 
restore the cuts in federal aid but to 
expand the appropriations to the na
tion's schools at all levels." It was 
clear that their opposition was based 
on the single clause stating, "Whereas, 
the U. S. is first in military spending 
and fourteenth in literacy .... " 
Shanker is a firm supporter of gov
ernment military spending to "keep 
America strong" and "keep the Com
munists from taking over." 

CLUW supported 
In one respect the convention was 

compelled to recognize the changing -
attitudes of AFT members, the ma
jority of whom are women. 

Five resolutions supporting the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
were submitted by different AFT lo
cals and state federations. On the last 
day one such resolution was adopted, 
stating that the AFT "supports the 
efforts of the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women and encourages our 
women members to become active 
members of the Coalition." 

First, however, all amendments to 
provide specific forms of implementa
tion were defeated. The Shankerites 
did make one concession. They 
agreed to urge local and state AFT 
publications to carry notices of 
CL UW meetings. 

Red-baiting 
Shanker's emergence as the undis

puted leader of the AFT was accom
panied by a red-baiting smear cam
paign against all his opponents, the 
virulence of which surprised even 
some of his best friends. 

Shanker beat down resolutions 
calling for abolition of such undemo
cratic procedures as unit rule and the 
open (signed) ballot. In a heated floor 
deb ate over a constitutional amend
ment for proportional representation 
of minority slates in delegations to 
AFT conventions, Shanker took the 
floor on a "point of personal privi
lege." 

"Mr. Chairman," he began, "the dele
gates here from Local 2 [the UFT] 
were elected by about 87 percent of 
the vote, running on a slate. The slate 
they ran against got 13 percent of 
the vote .... 

"The people who ran on the opposi
tion slate, who received a little under 
13 percent of the vote, Mr. Chairman, 
are people who in our local scabbed 
in practically every single strike in 
New York City, and I will fight 
against any right for representation 
for scabs at this national convention." 

The opponents Shanker labels as 
"scabs" are the 11,000 courageous 
teachers who broke his racist strike 
against New York City's Black and 
Puerto Rican communities in 1968. 

But Shanker did not stop at ac
cusing his opponents of scabbing. He 
explained that "in Russia," opponents 
of the government are killed for dif
fering with the authorities. Apparently 
the delegates were to conclude that 
minorities in the AFT should be grate
ful they are allowed to live, not to 
mention being represented at conven
tions. 

He then launched a diatribe against 
"communists" in the union and con
cluded by proclaiming, "As long as 
there is a drop of blood left in my 
body, no communist will ever hold 
office in this union." 



SHANKER: Claims those who oppose him 
are 'scabs' and 'communists.' 

In another move to strengthen his 
machine, Shanker had the number of 
AFT vice-presidents increased from 21 
to 30. All 30 are elected at large at 
the convention, where he is sure of 
an automatic majority. 

PROF smeared 
A resolution had been submitted to 

the convention by the Michigan Feder
ation of Teachers urging support for 
the Political Rights Defense Fund. The 
PRDF supports the lawsuit of the So
cialist Workers Party and Young So
cialist Alliance demanding an end to 
government surveillance and harass
ment of the SWP and other radicals. 

The resolution's call for support to 
this civil liberties effort was well re
ceived by several delegates on the 
resolutions committee, who saw it as 
a way of responding to the Nixon 
administration's attacks on its politi
cal opponents. 

Shanker's hacks on the committee, 
however, set their sights on defeating 
the resolution. Abe Levine of the UFT 
declared that while he supported civil 
liberties, that wasn't the real issue. 
He denounced the SWP and YSA's 
role in school District 1 in Lower 
Manhattan and said such people 
could not be supported. 

The SWP and YSA have actively 
supported the struggle of the Puerto 
Rican, Black, and Chinese communi
ties in District 1 to control their own 
schools, a struggle the UFT bitterly 
opposes. 

Another Shankerite assailed the 
SWP for opposing the racist 1968 

strike. In the worst tradition of social
democratic witch-hunters,· the UFT 
committee members weighed their pro
fessed belief in civil liberties against 
their political differences with the SWP 
and YSA. Civil liberties was the loser, 
and the bureaucratic ax was lowered. 

What alternative? 
Shanker's ascent to the presidency 

of the AFT and his consolidation of 
power come at a time when teachers' 
real wages are falling, state and fed
eral funds for education are being 
cut back, and teacher unemployment 
is rising. 

The ability of teachers to defend 
themselves is undermined by the reac
tionary policies of the Shankerite mis
leaders. To develop an effective pro
gram of struggle, teachers will have 
to overcome this obstacle and take 
control of their organization at all 
levels. Yet the battle against Shanker
ism has hardly begun. 

One of the most urgent needs of 
teachers is for united action between 
the AFT and the NEA against the 
government attacks. Such action can 
be initiated at the local and state level, 
where Shanker's grip is not as tight. 
AFL-CIO affiliation should not be a 
fetish that stands in the way of unity. 
Joint action will have the effects both 
of strengthening teachers' immediate 
struggles and of breaking down the 
blind factionalism Shanker seeks to 
foster. 

The Black, Chicano, and Puerto 
Rican communities are the chief vic
tims of rotten schools and should be 
the natural allies of teachers in the 
fight for more funds for education, 
more schools, more teachers, better 
materials, and smaller classes. To 
forge such an alliance, however, 
teachers will have to renounce 
Shanker's policy of opposing the 
struggles of minority communities, 
and instead support their just de
mands for control over their chil
dren's education, including the hiring 
of many more teachers from the op
pressed groups. To perpetuate the 
divisions between teachers and the mi
nority communities will eventually 
mean suicide for the AFT. 

The Democrats and Republicans
the parties of big business- are re
sponsible for the cutbacks and the at
tacks on teachers' rights to organize 
and strike. Shanker's course of tying 
the AFT to these parties' coattails is 
not "realistic," it is self-defeating. 

When teachers, together with the rest 
of the union movement, decide to form 
an independent political party of 
labor, they will for the first time be 
in a position to truly fight for their 
interests on the political arena. 

Demonstration for Puerto Rican, Black, and Chinese control of schools in New York 
City's District 1. Shanker's policies pit teachers against their natural allies, the op
pressed communities. 
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Timberlane teachers 
fight on despite jailings 
By JON HILLSON 
PLAISTOW, N.H. -Despite the ar
rest of 90 teachers and supporters on 
the picket line here in the past week, 
the longest teachers' strike in U. S. 
history shows no sign of being 
broken. The pickets were arrested for 
"parading without a permit." 

[On Sept. 3 Federal District Court 
Judge Hugh Bownes ruled that the 
town's ban on picketing was uncon
stitutional.] 

The walkout by 104 of the 153 
teachers in the Timberlane Regional 
School District in southern New 
Hampshire began Feb. 26. 

The Timberlane Regional Education 
Association (TREA), local affiliate of 
the National Education Association 
(NEA), is striking for recognition as 
the collective bargaining agent for 
teachers and for a master contract. 
The teachers now work under indi
vidual salary agreements. 

The TREA's struggle for teacher 
rights has faced head-on resistance 
in this notoriously nonunion state. 
The local board of education has re
fused to even negotiate with the teach
ers. It recently completed the hiring 
of a scab teacher force to replace the 
strikers, bringing in scabs from as 
far away as Arizona and Louisiana. 

In its union-busting effort the board 
has gone so far as to seek decerti
fication of the striking teachers. This 
move, if upheld by the state supreme 
court, would bar them from teaching 
in 29 other states as well as New 
Hampshire. 

The TREA has been red-baited by 
the Manchester Union-Leader, the 
only statewide newspaper, widely 
known for its extreme right-wing 
views. And Republican Governor Mel
drim Thomson has used his office to 
try to break the strike. 

The demand for a master contract 
negotiated by the NEA-affiliate is not 
unprecedented in New Hampshire; 16 
other school districts in the state have 
such agreements. But the refusal of 
local officials to negotiate put, as one 
picket sign carried by teachers stated, 
"Our backs against the wall." 

TREA vice-president Cathy Barin, 
a high school chemistry teacher, told 
The. Militant that the central issues 
of the strike are "quality education 
for students, and teachers' rights." She 
said economic issues are not the mo
tive force in the strike. 

"The strike is a cause," she said. 
"It means teachers have dignity, teach
ers have rights." 

Teacher solidarity is seen as the 
key weapon for winning the strike. 
Regional and local affiliates of the 
NEA have "adopted" teachers and 
helped to pay strike benefits. Teach
ers from around New England have 
helped staff picket lines and have gone 
to jail with TREA members. 

A 1,000-mile trek of Timberlane 
teachers to the NEA convention in 
Chicago last summer, and the rally 
of 3,000 teachers there, further dra
matized support for this militant 
struggle. 

"Our morale is very good," Barin 
said. "We are learning we have to 
rely on ourselves. When you realize 
the governor is against you, the 
school system, the board of educa
tion are against you, you have to be 
united in a group." 

One of the main obstacles the teach
ers face is the weakness of the labor 
movement and the generally antiunion 
sentiment in this small rural commu
nity. Until now the community has 
been solidly behind the board of edu
cation, but teachers think this mood 
may be wavering, with growing senti
ment to at least negotiate with them. 
Barin says she sees the possibility 
of some of the teachers being rehired. 

Furthermore, Timberlane teachers 
believe their strike has inhibited other 
New Hampshire school boards from 
provoking teacher walkouts and has 
been an impetus for other local boards 
to sign contracts and recognize the 
teacher rights the TREA is de
manding. 

Delegates at last summer's NEA conven
tion demonstrate solidarity with Timber
lane strike. 

Mich. teachers strike 
By MIKE KELLY 
DETROIT - The 1,000-member 
Wayne County Federation of Teachers 
struck the Wayne County community 
college system Sept. 3. 

Major demands include an across
the-board wage increase averaging 12 
percent, and a cost-of-living clause 
equivalent to that of the United Auto 
Workers (one cent an hour wage in
crease for every 0.35-point increase 
in the government's Consumer Price 
Index). 

Morale was high on the picket lines 
as teachers remembered their success
fuJ strike last fall that won them their 
first cost-of-living clause. The 12 per
cent rise in the cost of living in the 
past year has angered many teachers, 
who are determined to make up their 
lost wages. 

Another demand raised, by the 
teachers is for the administration to 

open its books to the public. The 
union has learned of a hidden sur
plus of more than $800,000 in last 
year's school budget, at the same time 
that the administration claims it has 
no money to pay teachers a decent 
salary. 

Meanwhile, more than a dozen other 
school districts in Michigan went on 
strike Sept. 3. Another 150 districts 
are still without contracts, so that the 
number going on strike is likely to 
rise soon. 

As the school year begins around the 
country, teachers strikes are also re
ported in Tacoma, Wash.; Freeport, 
Ill.; and Gallia County, Ohio. 

In Tacoma, members of the 
Tacoma Association of Classroom 
Teachers rejected a school board con
tract offer by a vote of 1,392 to 344. 
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Illinois miners hear socialist candidate 
speak on inflation, strikes & Watergate 
CANTON, Ill.- "If you are forced in
to a strike by the coal companies, 
the Socialist Workers Party will sup
port your strike just as we have sup
ported all strikes for better working 
conditions," Ed Heisler told strip 
miners here in western Illinois recent
ly. As the SWP candidate for U. S. 
Senate from Illinois, Heisler was 
touring Knox and Fulton counties to 
discuss his campaign with miners and 
other working people. 

The socialist candidate was invited 
to speak to the business meetings of 
six United Mine Workers ( UMW) lo
cals during his tour. The discussion 
ranged from how to fight inflation 
and unemployment, to the prospects 
for a miners' strike this fall, to Water
gate and the role of the Democrats 
and Republicans. 

There are 2,000 strip miners in 
Knox and Fulton counties. The 
largest town where Heisler spoke was 
Canton, population 14,000. The 
smallest town was Williamsfield, with 
550 residents. 

Heisler, a railroad worker and 
member of the United Transportation 
Union, is running against Democrat 
Adlai Stevenson and Republican 
George Burditt in the senatorial race. 
During his meetings with the miners, 
the socialist candidate pointed out the 
antilabor record of his opponents. 

Strikebreakers 
"If you are forced into a strike," he 

said, "Congress will probably pass a 
bill ordering you back to work. 
Stevenson and the other Democrats 
and Republicans will vote for that 
bill. The Socialist Workers Party will 

HEISLER: 'We need to reduce the work
week with no reduction in pay.' 

oppose that law just as we have op
posed all antilabor legislation." 

The Democrats and Republicans 
have no solution for inflation or unem
ployment, except to make working 
people pay more, Heisler said. "There 
is a way to fight unemployment," he 
noted, "but the corporations don't like 
it and Adlai Stevenson and George 
Burditt don't like it. 

'We need to reduce the workweek 
with no reduction in pay in order to 
spread the available work around. We 
need as a start a 30-hour workweek 
at 40 hours pay. 

"The Democrats and Republicans 
say this would cause inflation. What 
they really mean is that it would cut 
into corporate profits. That's tough!" 

Cost-of-living clause 
Another key part of the socialist 

program is the demand for cost-of
living clauses in union contracts, so 
that wages automatically increase with 
the jumps in prices. 

"If you have a cost-of-living clause, 
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'There's a simple way of finding out if the strip-mining owners have the money to reclaim the land. We should demand that 
they open their books.' 

don't you build inflation into the econ
omy?" asked a miner at one of Heis
ler's meetings. 

Working people fighting for raises 
are not the cause of inflation, Heisler 
replied. This is a trick of the bosses 
to keep wages down. 

"The corporations blamed us for in
flation and then they slapped· wage 
controls on us. They added so-called 
price controls, but prices increased at 
a faster rate under controls than be
fore," Heisler said. 

Heisler pointed to the energy crisis 
as another example of profits being 
placed before the lives and needs of 
the majority of people. "The energy 
crisis was a fraud created by the oil 
trusts. After they got gasoline up to 
60 cents a gallon, they discovered 
all kinds of gasoline to sell us. They're 
predicting another gas shortage this 
winter so they can get gasoline up to 
80 cents a gallon." 

In many cases, the very same com
panies are also responsible for ravag
ing the land by strip-mining and then 
refusing to reclaim it. "All the strip
mining operators plead poverty when 
it comes to restoring the land," Heis
ler noted. "There's a simple way of 
fmding out if they've got the money 
or not. We should demand that they 
open their financial books to our in
spection." 

Heisler added that "we should na
tionalize the oil companies and place 
them under the control of oil indus
try workers. I think the same thing 
should be done with the railroads. 
The railroad owners are letting the 
tracks fall apart. They have no con
sideration for the workers or the pub
lic. Those of us who work on the rail
roads are concerned with safe work
ing conditions. If we ran the railroads, 
they'd be a lot safer for us and the 
people that ride them." 

After hearing Heisler, one miner 
commented, "You're talking about 
some real radical things!" 

"Well, we need some real radical 
changes," the socialist candidate re
sponded. 'We have had a radicalhis
tory in this country. In two years 
we're going to be celebrating the two
hundredth anniversary of our first 
revolution. The people who led and 
organized that revolt were radicals 
in their time. I think that was a pretty 
good revolution!" 

Many of the miners, including older 
miners who had voted for Nixon in 
1972, expressed anger about Water
gate. As one put it, 'What the hell's 
wrong with this country when you 
can't even trust the president?" 

The local president at one meeting 
apologized to Heisler for the small 

turnout. Most of the men, he said, 
were home watching Nixon's resig
nation. 

"A lot of people are predicting a 
change of government in the next 25 
or 30 years," said one miner. "After 
this Watergate situation, people have 
lost faith in the government- they 
don't trust the Democrats, they don't 
trust the Republicans." 

That's why workers should form 
their own independent party, Heisler 
said. This was a new idea to many 
of the miners. Such a party, Heisler 
explained, would be based on the 
trade unions and could fight against 
inflation, unemployment, unsafe work
ing conditions, and race and sex dis
crimination on the job. It would chal
lenge the Democratic and Republican 
fakers in the elections by putting up 
its own candidates for office. 

Working people are told that un
der the two-party system they have a 
choice, Heisler said. But the Demo
crats and Republicans both represent 
the exact same interests- those of the 
employers. A labor party would offer 
working people a real alternative at 
the polls. 

'He's a commie' 
A few miners expressed suspicion of 

Heisler. One refused to take a leaflet 
on the SWP campaign, saying, "Not 
for me- this guy's a commie!" 

"He's a commie," repeated the miner 
when another worker walked in. "Who 
let him in?" asked the second miner. 
'Well, I guess it's a free country ... 
free speech," answered the first. 

Some of the miners asked.questions 
about socialism and how it would 
work. Who would run the corpora
tions? Could people still own private 
property? 

One miner said he disagreed with 

the idea of workers running and con
trolling industry. "I believe in free en
terprise and the principle of compe
tition," he said. "That way the best 
and hardest-working people can climb 
the ladder from the bottom and reach 
the top." 

Heisler replied, "I could climb that 
ladder in the railroad industry. I 
could become a railroad supervisor 
if that's what I wanted. All I'd have 
to do is fink on fellow workers, be
come a scab, be antiunion, and step 
on other people to climb that ladder. 

"That's not for me and in fact, most 
people don't want to do that to get 
ahead." 

Miners' strike 
Heisler discussed with many of the 

miners what will happen if the United 
Mine Workers calls a nationwide strike 
this fall over the new contract. 

"The government will try to use the 
energy crisis as an excuse to try to 
break a coal strike," Heisler predicted. 
"They may pick out individual leaders 
of the union to arrest, fine the union, 
or even call out the Army. 

"But I don't think that last thing 
will work. As [former UMW presi
dent] John L. Lewis once said, 'You 
can't pick coal with bayonets.'" 

"Yep, sure did say that," responded 
one miner. 

Another miner expressed confidence 
that the union membership would put 
up a strong fight against any strike
breaking moves by the government. 
"If miners don't have a contract
they can't be forced to work. 

"I can't see how they could force 
us back, threaten to arrest the lead
ership, when all of the miners have 
decided to go out. 

''It's always been, when the contract 
runs out, no work. We all go out!" 

A fighting program for labor 
SOCIALIST PROGRAM TO FIGHT IN
FLATION. Published by Socialist Work
ers Party 1974 National Campaign 
Committee. 25 cents. 

ISSUES FACING THE LABOR MOVE
MENT IN THE 1970s. Edited by Paul 
Davidson. 60 cents. 

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS UNDER 
ATTACK: HOW TO FIGHT BACK AND 
REBUILD THE UNIONS by Nat Wein
stein, Frank Lovell, Carol Lipman. 
35 cents. 

Order from: 
Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., New 
York, N.Y. 10014. 



Union militancy growing in publishing field 
By LEE SMITH 
In June, for the first time in recent 
memory, the employees of a major 
New York publishing house went out 
oil strike. 

The two-and-a-half-week strike by 
the Association of Harper & Row Em
ployees marked the first dramatic 
eruption of a process that had been 
percolating throughout book publish
ing in New York for some time and 
one that has accelerated since the 
strike: the shaping of a new, union-

Lee Smith is a member of the 
organizing committee for Local 
J 53, OHice and Professional ~m
ployees International Union, AFL
CJO, at Macmillan, Inc., in New 
York City. 

conscious militancy among a layer 
of workers who had not until recently 
even thought of themselves as 
workers. 

Book publishing is a marginal in
dustry, and as President Ford cuts 
back- on federal money for schools 
and libraries, and as the inflationary 
squeeze constricts the market for trade 
books, big layoffs will undoubtedly 
begin to occur. This prospect makes 
the unionization drive all the more 
vital for the workers whose jobs face 
elimination in the near future. 

But publishing workers are not 
alone in turning to unions in a big 
way for the first time. Rafael Stein
berg, in an article in the July 28 New 
York Times, writes: "In the last 
decade, something seems to have hap
pened to the professional's faith in 
his privilege. The seven-year-old 
Council of [AFL-CIO] Unions for Pro
fessional Employes now represents 
more than 1,000,000 members. And 
according to the Department of La
bor, this year about 3,000,000 pro
fessional and technical people, in
cluding such unlikely unionists as law
yers and architects, are working under 
collectively negotiated contracts. That 
is, they belong to a union, or at least 
let a union fight for them." 

Janice Lynri 

Harper & Row pickets during recent 
strike. Growing numbers of college-edu
cated workers are looking to unions for 
help. 

Steinberg adds that the AFL-CIO 
estimates this 3,000,000 to represent 
about half the workers in the "pro
fessional" category who work in 
groups large enough to make collec
tive bargaining feasible. 

Publishing workers share features 
in common with an even larger group 
of workers. College-educated, unorga- · 
nized, white-collar workers predomi
nantly 21 to 35 years old make up 
the labor force in many industries 
other than book publishing. Some of 
these are advertising and marketing, 
statistical research, insurance, bank
ing, data processing, and a host of 
service industries related to research 
and communication. 

With this in mind, the current ac
tivity in book publishing in New York 
can be looked at as a harbinger of 
things to come among a far larger 
section of the working class. 

Salaries in publishing are notorious
ly low. Editorial and editorial-produc
tion jobs attract young workers, 
mainly college graduates and largely 
wom·en, who are seeking a "career." 
·They enter book publishing with the 
desire for work that is interesting and 
fulfilling, work that will allow them 
to use their training and talent 
"creatively." 

Even at peak periods of publishing 
activity, the competition for jobs in 
.the industry is fairly stiff because the 
supply of labor exceeds the demand. 
One effect of this situation is that 
many ':V"orkers- especially women
who want to "break into" publishing 
take jobs as secretaries or other cleri
cal jobs in the hope of working their 
way up to the job they want-as an 
editor or designer or whatever. Thus 
publishing has some of the best-edu
cated, lowest-p!lid secretarial and 
clerical workers in New York. 

There is also a large amount of 
free-lance and temporary work, and a 
great deal of turnover as workers 
move back and forth between com
peting houses, jockeying for a slightly 
higher paycheck or a job that is closer 
to the work they want. 

The idea of work in publishing be
ing more "meaningful" has always 
been a myth, though. The truth is 
that publishing workers are little more 
than skilled technicians of a certain 
type, doing alienated labor at low 
pay; they could just as well be pro
ducing any other commodity, but the 
product happens to be books. 

However, it has been profitable for 
the employers in publishing to keep 
this myth . a}iye. Such practices as 
laxity with regard to what time em
ployees arrive and leave and the 
touted publishing two-hour lunch have 
been inexpensive ways of fueling the 
myth; and these "institutions" of pub
lishing are largely exaggerated any
way. 

Employees lower down on the totem 
pole in most cases might just as well 
punch a time clock. And those who 
do have some flexibility in their hours 

. usually find that it boomerangs into 

lunch ilt the desk and uncompensated 
overtime in the seasonal rush periods. 

Nevertheless, for long years, many 
workers -in publishing clung to the 
myth. And by moving from company 
to company and filling their time off 
with free-lance work, they were able 
to get by in relative comfort. 

Several factors have contributed to 
the breakdown of this myth and the 
growing self-conscious recognition by 
publishing employees that they are 
indeed workers. The most important 
is the inflationary squeeze that is 
hitting all workers. But other signifi
cant factors include the impact of the 
women's liberation movement espe
cially, along with the general radi
calization of the past decade. Another 
is a certain kind of "speedup" as pub
lishing employers have stepped up 
production schedules and trimmed the 
size of their labor force to maintain 
and increase profits in the face of 
rising paper and printing costs. 

Doctor Denis Chamots, assistant 
executive secretary of the AFL-CIO 
Council ·of Unions for Professional 
Employees, is quoted in the Times 
article mentioned earlier as saying, 
"Professionals working in the technical 
field today suffer many abuses at ·the 
hands of well~organized insensitive 
management-capricious firings, in
voluntary transfers, demotions for dis
loyalty .... " This can also be applied 
to book publishing, as can the obser
vation, from the same article, of Jack 
Golodner, executive secretary of the 
council: 

"The satisfactions that come from the 
job have disappeared. The profes
sional is working in an environment 
that is more and more dehumanized. 
He's working in greater and greater 
masses. You can go to the aerospace 
industry and see the way an engineer 
works, in row on row of engineers. 
He's just one of hundreds of thou
sands. And in the universities there's 
less of a one-to-one relationship. with 
the policy makers, so the faculty mem
ber feels less and less important. It's 
no different than what happened to the 
blue-collar worker who once was a 
craftsman with dignity, an individual." 

Jackie Shaffer: a fighter for change 
Jackie Shaffer was shot and killed 
Aug. 8 in Chicago. He had been a 
member of the Young Socialist Al
liance from 1970 to 1972 and had 
been the Socialist Workers Party can
didate for University of lllinois board 
of trustees in 1972. He was 20. 

Linda Thompson, a leader of the 
Socialist Workers Party who had 
worked closely with Jackie, was one 
of the speakers at a meeting of Jackie's 
family and friends held in a church 
in the Black community on the west 
side of Chicago. The following are 
excerpts from her speech. 

Many of you knew Jackie as a friend, 
a fellow student, a relative, as some
one who loved music and art and 
literature. 

But Jackie was more than all these 
things. Jackie was a revolutionary, 
and this is what distinguished his life 
and outlook. He spent much of his 
active youth fighting for change, for 
revolutionary change that would rid 
the world of the conditions that drive 
people to despair and violence. 

Aug. 8 is a date that none of us 
here will ever forget. The same night 
the news came that Nixon was to be 
succeeded by a new president who 
supposedly was to heal the nation's 
wounds created by Watergate, this 
young brother was cut down in the 
streets of Chicago. 

THE MILITANT/SEPTEMBER 13, 1974 

Jackie would not have believed that 
a mere change in the head of the gov
ernment could solve this nation's prob
lems or heal its wounds. Certainly 
nothing can heal Jackie's wounds or 
bring him back to life.· Nothing can 
bring back the thousands of others 
like Jackie who have died in the streets 
of this country, in the prisons, or in 
the war in Vietnam. 
·Jackie was shot down and killed 

in a seemingly senseless and acciden
tal act of violence. But such events 
happen every day in our cities, and 
his death was the result of something 
far more ominous and frightening 
than the act of a single individual. 
Regardless of who pulled the trigger 
that night, Jackie's death was a result 
and a symptom of the desperation 
and s~ckness that fills our society. 

It is bitterly ironic that it was 
Jackie's life that was taken in this 
way, because he was a person who 
had wanted to change the very racist 
system that was responsible for his 
death. 

While a student at Marshall High 
School, Jackie had to face the harass
ment and the inferior education 
handed out to Blacks in the Chicago 
public schools. In spite of the obstacles 
put in his way, Jackie educated him
self. He read constantly on subjects 
from literature to politics, and he read 
a lot of things the board of education 

wouldn't have recommended, such as 
the works of Malcolm X and other 
revolutionaries. 

Malcolm X was Jackie's hero, and 
from hiin he learned the need for ra
cial pride and Black unity. I remem
ber that when I first met Jackie he 

of students. He organized students, 
faculty, parents, and support from the 
community, which forced the admini
stration to back down. 

Under Jackie's leadership the BSU 
took on a campaign in defense of 
Black Panther Party members, who 
were under a vicious government at
tack at that time. When violence in 
the schools became a frightening prob
lem, the BS U launched a campaign to 
have the students, faculty, and com
munity deal with the problem- not 
the racist cops who patrolled the cor
ridors, intimidating and harassing 
students. 

Jackie stood out because he had 
the courage to stand up and fight for 
what he believed in. But more than 
this, he stood out because he was 
able to c~mmunicate his ideas to 
others, inspire them, and move them 
into action. 

Jackie's conception of what society 
could be, and what kind of move
ment was needed to liberate all the 
oppressed, led him to join the Young 
Socialist Alliance. 

was continually carrying Malcolm's He developed as an educator and 
books, reading and studying his as a public speaker, and he ran for 
ideas. office on the Socialist Workers Party 

Jackie was Black and proud. At slate. 
Marshall he organized the Black Stu- Many who knew Jackie well didn't 
dent Union to politically educate his fully understand what he had hoped 
brothers and sisters and to launch to accomplish, but his goals were 
a fight against the arbitrary expulsion Continued on page 30 
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... Lessons of the Chile coup: What road to 
Continued lrom page 32 
of the "peaceful road to socialism" in 
alliance with "progressive" sections of 
the capitalist class. 

In December 1970, the U.S. Com
munist Party declared in its theoretical 
journal Political Affairs: "This was no 
ordinary electoral victory, no mere 
victory of a Socialist over the other 
candidates. Rather, in the words of 
the Basic Program of the six-party 
coalition which backed Allende, it 
represents a 'transfer of power from 
the old ruling groups to the work
ers, to the peasantry and to the pro
gressive sections of the middle class 
of the city and country.'" 

Far from modifying this view af
ter the Chilean catastrophe, the world 
Stalinist movement continues to insist 
on its correctness. In Portugal, Com
munist and Socialist Party support 
to the military government of General 
Ant6nio de Spinola is being justified 
with similar demagogy. Refusal to 
draw the correct lessons from Chile 
could have equally ominous results 
on the Iberian peninsula. 

But the Stalinists are making every 
effort to squelch the discussion of Chile 
and to cover up their role in the 
Allende catastrophe. Typical of this 
was a letter published in the July issue 
of World Marxist Review from Rene 
Castillo, a leader of the CP in Chile. 

Castillo alleges that the CP did make 
"a number of mistakes." But he asserts 
that the main line of its policy in 
the Popular Unity coalition was cor
rect 

"The Chilean experience .... showed 
for all to see that in our time the 
working class, the people can advance 
to power within the framework of the 
bourgeois state, even under a reaction
ary regime. , .. 

"The working class formed a socio
political front, the Popular Unity al
liance. It promoted a correct overall 
policy which at decisive junctures 
helped win t~e cooperation of other 
social forces against reactionary 
plans. This policy made it possible 
to form the government, that is, win 
the most dynamic and important ele
ment of political power." 

'We want socialism, says banner of pro-AIIende workers. CP's policy was to block 
development of workers' power and confidence and keep the struggle within bounds 
of capitalism. 

One is forced to ask, if the Chilean 
workers indeed won "the most dyna
mic and important element of political 
power" under Allende, how they came 
to suffer such a devastating defeat? 
The answer is not to be found in 
Castillo's letter; at least, not in so 
many words. 

But it is precisely that the work
ers had not won political power. This 
gets to the essence of the deception 
of the Stalinist popular-front line. 

Capitalist government 
The Popular Unity government was 

a capitalist government and it was 
never under the control of workers. 

The Popular Unity coalition included 
the bourgeois Radical Party, and the 
coalition's program was to maintain 
all the insitutions of capitalist rule. 
Although some industries were na
tionalized, most remained under pri
vate ownership. This meant that most 
production continued to be carried out 
for the private profits of the ruling 
class rather than for the good of so
ciety. 

In order to secure the votes of the 
major bourgeois parties- the Chris
tian Democrats and the Nationalists 
-Allende pledged to leave the military 
and police intact, not to reduce the 
size of the army, and not to appoint 
any officers who had not graduated 
from the military academies. He also 
agreed to outlaw any independent 
workers militias. 

How, under these circumstances, 
could the workers have power? 

And in fact, when workers occupied 
factories and tried to establish workers' 

control of production, the Allende gov
ernment moved to turn the occupied 
factories back to the bosses. 

When peasants tried to take over 
land, the Popular Unity decreed these 
seizures illegal. 

The Allende government arrested 
soldiers who warned of the impending 
coup. 

This was not workers' power but 
a government that protected the ruling 
rich from the working masses. 

'Neutral' army? 
Most insidious was the cl-aim by 

Allende and the Stalinists that the Ch.il
ean military would play a "neutral 
role" as the workers and peasants 
pressed forward with their demands. 
This demagogy is now being repeated 
in Portugal, where the Communist 
Party has joined, and gives political 
support to, the capitalist military re
gime of General Spinola. 

But the military apparatus of every 

Continue to defend Chile political prisoners 
The U.S. Committee for Justice to all basic rights has accompanied 
Latin American Political Prisoners this maneuver to stifle international 
( USLA) has played a key role in public outrage." 
organizing the protest actions that "While the indiscriminate slaugh-
coincide with the first anniversary ter of innocent victims following the 
of the rightist coup in Chile. coup has eased," continued Vidal, 

Organized eight years ago to de- "between 10,000 and 12,000 po-
fend victims of repression in Latin litical prisoners remain in Chile's 
America, USLA sees these actions jails awaiting trials. Many of them 
as a prelude for renewed work. have had no charges brought 

In a recent statement, USLA staff against them. Pretrial 'interroga-
member Mirta Vidal pointed out, tion.' during which the prisoners 
"Although the ruling junta in Chile are denied all legal rights, is often 
recently took steps to change the a euphemism for sophisticated and 
form of government, proclaiming sometimes fatal forms of" torture." 
General Pinochet 'president' of the Further proof of the Chilean jun-
nation, no change in the policy of ta's atrocities was provided when 
brutal repression and violation of it recently denied the Organization 
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of American States' Human Rights 
Commission access to several pris
on camps to investigate alleged tor
ture and mistreatment of those de-
tained. 

For up-to-date coverage of the 
fight for freedom of Latin American 
political prisoners, USLA publishes 
a monthly newsletter. It is available 
for $2 a year (20 cents for five 
or more copies) at 156 Fifth Ave., 
Rm. 702, New York, N.Y. 10010, 
(212) 691-2880. 

To find out how you can partici
pate in urgently needed Latin 
American defense work, contact 
USLA in your city or the national 
office in New York. 

capitalist state is designed by the rul
ing class t& protect and serve its own 
interests. The Chilean military con
tinued to maintain close relations with 
Washington and received U. S. arms 
and training under Allende. 

The Chilean Stalinists not only told 
the workers to trust the capitalist army 
and capitalist parties, but they accused 
the more militant· workers who ques
tioned this policy of aiding the right
ists! Chilean CP leader Castillo tries 
in his letter to blame the failure of the 
Popular Unity on those who pressed 
workers' demands "too far." 

"The bourgeois parties," says Cas
tillo, "egged on the workers to put 
forth excessive demands in the hope 
that this would erode the government's 
social basis. Worse still, the ultra-Left
and indeed elements in the Popular 
Unity itself that had succumbed to 
their influence-were working in the 
same direction. . . . Little did they 
care that by inciting some groups of 
the working people against the gov
ernment they were abetting the putsch
ists .. 

"They refused to acknowledge the 
necessity of subordinating the fight 
for economic demands to the struggle 
for power." 

What a horrendous distortion! The 
CP was not engaged in any "struggle 
for power"; it was curtailing workers' 
struggles so as to maintain the power 
of Allende's capitalist government. 

Castillo's deceitful lines were un
doubtedly also written with an eye to 
Portugal, where the CP is playing the 
same counterrevolutionary role. In 
June the Portuguese CP helped the 
Spinola government to break a postal 
and telephone workers' strike. The 
U. S. Stalinist newspaper the Daily 
World, called the striking workers 
"fascists" and declared June 21 that 
"ultraleftists, and even bosses, are 
goading workers to strike in hopes 
of toppling the new anti-fascist 
regime." 

To leave no doubt about his atti
tude toward the workers, Castillo 
says that the Chilean Communist Par
ty's "struggle to increase production 
and raise productivity, to put state
run factories on a paying basis, its 
campaign for higher labor disci
pline- all these were components of 
a fully correct general policy." 

The words could just as easily have 
been addressed to General Spinola, 
and this was undoubtedly one of the 
intentions of the World Marxist Review 
editors: "Trust us," they say to Spinola 
in so many words. "We will not strug
gle for a socialist revolution. We will 
support your capitalist regime. We will 
herd striking workers back into your 
factories. We will lie about the real 
lessons of Chile." 

Extent of defeat 
"The events in Chile," Castillo also 

writes, "are certainly a bitter, if tem
porary, defeat." 

The words, "if temporary," are utter
ly misleading and comprise another 
aspect of the Stalinist propaganda 
about Chile, understating the extent to 
which workers' and peasants' strug
gles were thrown back. 

Their parties have been completely 
outlawed. The leadership has been 
decapitated- either murdert!d out
right, imprisoned, or driven under
ground. 

For Latin American revolutionists 
as a whole, the loss of the safe refuge 
in Chile has been a terrible setback, 
and it initially included the assassina
tion of many exiled militants. 

Primary responsibility for this deva
station, of course, rests on the shoul

. ders of U. S. imperialism and its 
worldwide network of military stooges 



workers' power? 

who cater to the policies of Yankee 
capital. Yet in Chile the defeat of the 
masses was not inevitable. 

What was needed in Chile was a 
revolutionary party with a program 
of class independence and class strug
gle, a party with a perspective of fight
ing for workers' power and socialism. 

Contrary to the claims of Castillo, 
this was not the perspective of either 
the Chilean CP or SP. These reformist 
parties instead urged subordination of 
the workers' and peasants' struggles 
to support for a capitalist regime
precisely the same line they are foist
ing on the Portuguese workers and 
peasants today. 

The Chilean working class was 
ready for struggle, and on its own it 
carried out massive mobilizations. But 
the workers can only win power from 
the capitalists through a revolution; 
that is, through an extension of such 
mass mobilizations, through which the 
workers themselves enter the political 
scene and set up organs of workers' 
power. Workers' power cannot be won 
through the ballot box, as Allende 
contended. 

And the workers can never win pow
er through a perspective of trusting 
in the "neutrality" or "democratic tra
ditions" of the capitalist army. As the 
Chile coup proved so decisively, the 
army will fight to defend capitalism 
whenever faced with massive workers' 
struggles that threaten to go beyond 
the bounds of private property. 

Rather than playing up to the gen
erals, as the Stalinists did in Chile 
and are doing in Portugal, workers 
organizations must try to win over 
the rank-and-file soldiers to support 
workers' demands. At the same time 
they must organize the masses of 
working people to defend, by any 
means necessary, the gains won in 
struggle. 

If there had been a mass Leninist 
party with such a perspective in Chile, 
there is every reason to believe that a 
socialist victory was possible. The 
need for building a revolutionary van: 
guard party is clearly the central les
son of the Chilean defeat, which must 
be voiced everywhere in the world 
working-class movement.. 

Failure to discuss this, and even 
worse, distorting the lessons and lying 
about them, can only help pave the 
way to new disasters. 

Stalinist view of the army 
"I have absolute confidence in the 
loyalty" of the armed forces, Sal
vador Allende stated in an inter
view with the New York Times, 
March 28, 1971. "Our forces are 
professional forces at the service 
of the state, of the people." 

Allende told the Buenos Aires 
daily Clarin, Feb. 14, 1971, "With 
each day my conviction becomes · 
deeper that the armed forces of 
Chile are an expression of its peo
ple, and therefore are irrevocably 
and essentially professionals and 
democratic." 

At a news conference for repre
sentatives of the foreign press, May 
25, 1971, Allende said, "The Chi
lean armed forces, which assure the 
sovereignty, independence and dig
nity of Chile, are the guarantee of 
our political process." 

The same line was proclaimed 
by the Chilean Communist Party. 
Months before the electoral victory 
of the Popular Unity, Luis Corva
lan, CP general secretary, opposed 
proposals to arm the masses as 
being "equivalent to showing dis
trust in the army," Drapeau Rouge, 
organ of the Belgian Communist 
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Party, said Jan. 1, 1970. The army, 
Corvalan continued, "is not invul
nerable to the new winds blowing in 
Latin America and penetrating ev
erywhere." 

* * * 
In Portugal, in June, the Com

munist Party helped the military 
regime of General Ant6nio Spinola 
to crush a strike of bus drivers 
and streetcar conductors. Accord
ing to the May 31 Daily World, 
newspaper of the U.S. Communist 
Party, "The Portuguese Democratic 
Movement, the coalition which in
cludes the Portuguese Communist 
Party, the Socialist Party, the Chris
tian Democrats and other anti-fas
cist groups, ·on Wednesday sharply 
criticized the strikes and irrespon
sible actions of some ultra-'left' 
groups. 

"The PDM statement. ... empha
sized close unity between the people 
and the armed forces is necessary, 
and described the armed forces as 
the chief guarantor of the process 
of democratization that is now un
der way in the country." 

Fight to defend gain 
in NY school district 
By CLAUDIO TAVAREZ 
NEW YORK-Parents and students 
in Manhattan's School District 1 con
tinue to protest the illegal suspension 
of school superintendent Luis Fuentes. 
Fuentes was suspended Aug. 8 by 
the racist majority of the local school 
board. 

The largest action so far has been 
a demonstration of 1,000 people who 
marched through the Lower East Side 
Aug. 14 in support of Fuentes. 

The demonstration ended in a rally 
in front of the District 1 office, where 
Fuentes addressed the crowd. "This 
is not a fight for my job," he stated, 
"it is the fight for the right of the 

parents to control the education of 
their kids. That is the fight I repre
sent." 

More than 90 percent of the students 
in District 1 schools are Puerto Rican, 
Chinese, or Black. Parents in the 
district, joined by Superintendent 
Fuentes, have been fighting to have 
a say in the education of their chil
dren. One of their main goals has 
been bilingual education for Spanish
and Chinese-speaking children. 

But the district school board is con
trolled by supporters of American 
Federation of Teachers President Al
bert Shanker, and they oppose Puerto 
Rican, Chinese, and Black control of 
the schools. 

The illegal suspension of Fuentes 
came at a special school board meet
ing Aug. 8. The vote was 5 to 4. 
Neither Fuentes nor the four pro-com
munity-control board members were 
given the formal charges against him 
either before or after the meeting. 

Fuentes is accused of "racism, anti
Semitism, patronage, and insubordi
nation," the same charges brought 
against him by anti-community-con
trol forces last October. At that time 
the parents responded by organizing 
a massive boycott of District 1 schools 
in which more than 11,000 of the 
district's 17,000 students stayed out. 
This forced the courts and the central 
board of education tq_ back down and 
reinstate Fuentes pending a new 
school board election in the district. 

At the Aug. 8 special school board 
meeting, Fuentes vowed to keep his 
contract with the parents and the com
munity by continuing to carry out 
his duties as superintendent. However, 
he has since been barred by a State 
Supreme Court order from "hindering" 
or "interfering in any way with the 
operation" of the District 1 office. 

In violation of Fuentes's constitu
tional ri_ghts, the court order also di
rected him not to "speak or create 
groups of people around the vicinity 
of the District 1 office." These illegal 

actions are being fought in court by 
attorneys from the Puerto Rican Legal 
Defense Fund. 

This new attack on Fuentes comes 
at the same time that the New York 
board of education has been forced 
to approve a sweeping plan to intro
duce bilingual education for Spanish
speaking students throughout the 
city's school system. This court-ap
proved plan was announced Aug. 29 
as a result of a suit by Aspira, a 
Puerto Rican educational organiza
tion, and the Puerto Rican Legal De
fense Fund. 

The struggle by parents of District 
1 and Luis Fuentes certainly played 

no small role in winning this victory 
for children of oppressed minorities 
in New York. 

However, in District 1 the pro
Shankerite board members have 
moved to undercut some of the steps 
toward bilingual and nonracist edu
cation that had been taken in the past 
by District 1 parents. 

Since the Shankerites won a· ma
jority in the May 14 school board 
elections, they have taken steps to 
eliminate the community-administered 
hot breakfast and lunch programs, 
which provided for culturally-oriented 
menus. They have returned control 
of these programs to the central 
board. 

Supervisors of the special reading 
and _math programs have been fired. 
The bilingual teachers in the commu
nity relations programs have been 
dismissed. The free health program 
is set to be abolished. 

More than $1-million in school 
funds was returned to the central 
board of education. This money was 
supposed to be used for bilingual edu
cation, but the five racist board mem
bers found "no use'' for it. 

In the face of such serious attacks 
it is clear that the only effective re
sponse is the massive mobilization of 
the parents and the community in de
fense of Fuentes and the gains pre
viously won. 

Katherine Sojourner, the Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Con
gress from the 18th C. D., which in
cludes District 1, issued a statement 
of full support "to prevent any at
tempts to suspend Fuentes." 

The statement read in part, "I also 
call on all forces in this city who sup
port the right of Black, Puerto Rican, 
and Chinese parents to control their 
children's education in School District 
1 to unite in a show of strength that 
will turn back this racist attack. 

"Fuentes was chosen by the people 
of this community and only they have 
the right to dismiss him." 
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Calendar 
BAY AREA 

BAY AREA TRIBUTE TO JIM CANNON. Speakers: 
Farrell Dabbs, longtime leader of Socialist Workers 
Party and author of Teamster Rebellion and Teamster 
P-er; Art Sharon, member of Socialist Workers Party 
national eommiHee; Anne Chester, longtime member 
of Socialist Workers Party; others. Sat., Sept. 14, 7:30 
p.m. 1 S 19 Mission Street, San Francisco. For more 
information call (415) 864-9174. 

LOS ANGELES: WEST SIDE 
THE LESSONS OF CHILE. Fri., Sept. 13,8 p.m. 230 
Broadway, Santa Monica. Donation: $1. Ausp: West 
Side Militant Forum. For more information call (213) 
394-9050. 

SEAffiE 
HELP PUT SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATES ON THE 
BALLOT. Socialist Workers Nominating Convention. 
Tues., Sept. 17, 7 a.m.-10 p.m. Campaign program 
at 8 p.m. Speaker: Fred Lovgren, Socialist Workers 
candidate lor Congress, lsi C. D. Ausp: Washington 
Socialist Workers Campaign Committee. For more 
information call (206) 522-7800. 

NEW YORK CITY 
CELEBRATE THE NEW YORK STATE SWP PETITIONING 
VICTORY. Sat., Sept. 14, 8 p.m. West side campaign 
headquarters, 2726 Broadway (near 104th St.). Ausp: 
New York Stale Socialist Workers campaign. For more 
information call(212) 982-4966. 

TRIBUTE TO JIM CANNON. Wed., Sept. 18,7:30 p.m. 
Marc Ballroom, 27 Union Square West (between 15th 
and 16th Streets). Ausp: Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance. Everyone welcome. For mare 
information call (212) 982-4966. 

... UPS 
Continued from page 8 
Local 804 represents workers in all 
New York City boroughs except Stat
en Island, and in Nassau, Suffolk, 
and Westchester counties in New York 
state. Local 177 serves Staten Island, 
Orange and Rockland counties in New 
York, and all of New Jersey. 

In January of this year, UPS and 
Local 177 leaders worked out a tenta
tive contract separate from Local 804, 
whose contract expired June 30. As 
part of the deal, Local 177 members 
got a special $7 50 "Christmas bonus." 
Instead of having to face the combined 
strength of both unions at the same 
time, UPS bargains separately with 
each one and plays one against the 
other. 

The killing has furthered fueled an
tagonisms to the point where a Local 
804 picket sign, prominently posted 
on the picket line at the main UPS dis
tribution center in New York City, 
read, "Local 177 Are Killers." 

Another result of the interunion di
visions is the spectacle of the UPS 
bosses jubilantly announcing that the 
Eastern Conference of Teamsters had 

sent telegrams to both locals- order
ing Local 804 to stay out of New 
Jersey and advising Local 177 to ig
nore Local 804 picket lines. 

UPS took further advantage of the 
divisions by organizing a big scab 
convoy in the early morning hours 
of Sept. 1, es'corted by armed cops, 
to move the 100,000 packages piled 
up in the NeW York distribution center 
to Secaucus. 

• ... m1ners 
Continued from page 11 
died in mining accidents since it was 
passed. 
. The week's activities also included 

rallies at the sites of infamous mining 
disasrers, such as Farmington, W. 
Va., and Centralia, lll.; a protest in 
Birmingham, Ala., against the impor
tation of South African coal; a memo
rial meeting in Ludlow, Colo.; and 
a black-lung meeting in West Vir
ginia. 

The success of the five-day shutdown 
gives a foretaste of the kind of fight 
the coal bosses can expect this fall 
if they force the UMW to strike for a 
decent contract. 

... slaying 
Continued from page 23 
of the cops pulled out a bag of mari
juana and threatened to plant it on 
him if he didn't become an informer. 
Then they broke into his home, tore 
it up, and confiscated some of his be
longings. When Gallardo went to the 
police station to reclaim his belong
ings, he was threatened again. 

These and other allegations are 
most likely on the tape confiscated 
by the cops. The Ad Hoc Committee 
on Chicano Rights is demanding that 
this tape be turned over to Gallardo's 
family, the Chicano community, and 
the media. 

Olga Rodriguez, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor of Cali
fornia, told the media in San Diego 
that she has no confidence in either 
a police .or a grand jury investiga
tion: "As Malcolm X used to say; that's 
like getting the fox to watch the chick
en coop." 

Rodriguez demanded, "Open up all 
the secret police ffies! Let the Chicano 
community hear the Gallardo tape! 
Let the people directly involved, the 
Chicano community, investigate this 
case in open, public hearings! Remove 
the police, a racist occupying army, 
from the Chicano community!" 

Socialist Directory 
ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/a Steve Shliveck, P.O. 

Box 890, Tempe, Ariz. 85281. 
Tucson: YSA,c/o Tim Clennan, S. U. P. 0. Box 20965, 

Tucson, Ariz. 85720. -
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University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: (415) 
548-0354. 
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Tel: (213) 483-1512. 

Los Angeles. West Side: SWP and YSA, 230 Broad
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Las Angeles: City-wide SWP and YSA, 710 S. Wes~ 
lake Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tel: (213) 483-
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San Diego: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 4635 
E1 Cajon Blvd., San Diego, Calif. 92115. Tel: (714) 
280-1292. 

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labar Forum, and 
Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 
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Scm Jose: YSA, c/o John Hummer, 96 S. 17th St., 
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COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, and Militant Book
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CONNECnCUT: Hartford: YSA, P. 0. Box 1184, Har~ 
ford, Conn. 061 01. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Meriwether Shep
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G£0RGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St., N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Ga. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 
523-0610. 

HAWAII: Honolulu: YSA, c/o David Hough, 629 Ban
nister St. '4, Honolulu, Hawaii 96819. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books 428 
S. Wabash, Filth Floor, Chicago, Ill. 60605. Tel: SWP
(312) 939.0737, YSA-(312) 427-0280, Pathfinder Books 
- (312) 939.0756. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/a Student Activities 
Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 

IndianapoliS! YSA, c/o Dave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 
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864-4738. or 842-8658. 
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Ky.40208. 

MASSACHUSETTS: ao·ston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant 
Labar Forum, 655 Atlantic Ave., Third Floor, Boston, 
Mass. 02111. Tel: SWP-(617) 482-8050, YSA-(617) 
482-8051; Issues and Activists Speakers' Bureau (IASB) 
and Regional Cammittee-(617) 482-8052; Pathfinder 
Books-(617) 338-8560. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.48104. 
Tel: {313) 668-6334. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood
ward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-6135. 

East lansing: YSA, Second Floor Offices, Union Bldg. 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich. 48823. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapoli•St. Paul: SWP, YSA, Labar 

... Shaffer 
Continued from page 27 
simple. He wanted change. He wanted 
to create a better world, and he strug
gled to that end until his health pre
vented him from continuing his politi
cal activities. 

In the last year of his life Jackie 
was enrolled in school and was try
ing to learn a trade. He was trying 
to use his artistic talent in order to 
earn a living. 

Three months ago Jackie's school
ing was interrupted when in another 
accidental act of violence in the streets 
he was seriously wounded by a gun
shot. 

But however beset he was by per
sonal misfortune, Jackie never gave 
up the ideas he had held. He con
tinued his reading and education until 
the end. 

Although Jackie 'did not live to see 
the revolution he believed was neces
sary and inevitable in this country, 
he made his contribution to it. 

The changes that are to come will 
be made by others like Jackie who 
will come forward to liberate all the 
oppressed, the Black and poor and 
working people of this country: Their 
way will have been made easier by 
brothers and sisters like Jackie who 
had the courage to set an example 
for all of us. 

... Newark· 
Continued from page 32 
counted how he and seven of his 
friends were cornered by several cops 
and told to lie facedown on the 
ground. They were then kicked repeat
edly and then told to get up and go 
home. 

Branch Brook Park, which is very 
large, is patrolled by mounted police. 
And these cops continued their tradi
tional racist harassment in the midst 
of the massive festival. In the course 
of this harassment, the police tram
pled a young woman and her four
year-old child. This set off a defen
sive reaction on the part of the crowd 
in the immediate area, which led to 
the dismounting of two police from 
their horses. Other police used this 
as an excuse to attack. More than 
500 policemen assaulted the crowd. 

According to youths at Columbus 
Homes,. the police fll"st started firing 
in the air, then leveled their guns at 
the crowd, firing at point-blank range. 
Yet Gibson and his administration 
continue to this day to express be
wilderment at how several people in 
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the park fell wounded, some seriously, 
from shotgun fire! 

In the course of the cop riot, a 
couple of police cars went up in 
flames, as well as Imperiale's motor
cycle. Imperiale had arrived on the 
sc~ne in a helmet, ready to help im
pose "law and order." 

Mayor Gibson also showed up and 
led a portion of the crowd from the 
park to city hall. There the people 
demanded that those arrested be re
leased. Gibson, standing on city hall 
steps but encircled by police, acceded 
to the demand and had those arrested 
brought to city hall. 

But he couldn't speak the language 
of the crowd. When he started talking 
about "working together," the crowd 
got turned off. They were dispersed 
by the police. 

The next day leaders of the People's 
Committee came to city hall to meet 
with the mayor, accompanied by a 
demonstration of 1,000. A couple of 
hours later, when a spokesman from 
the committee announced that no pro
gress was being made, the angry 
youth began throwing cans and bot
tles. Gibson, from inside city hall, 
gave the order, and police appeared 
from several sides and went after the 
crowd. 

Mounted police cut through the 
crowd at several p.oints, beating peo
ple's heads with nightsticks. The next 
morning Gibson made his assault on 
civil liberties by banning protests. 

Gibson, together with the conserva
tive Puerto Rican spokesmen for his 
administration, and the news media, 
have all tried to blame leaders of the 
People's Committee and alleged "out
side agitators" for the protests. This 
is nothing but an .effort to whitewash 
the crimes and brutality of the cops. 

It is also an attempt to hide the 
miserable conditions of life that have 
fueled the protests. Although Puerto 
Ricans and others of Latin American 
descent officially number 50,000 and 
make up a little more than 10 per
cent of the city's population, they con
stitute 30 percent of those below the 
poverty level and have a high school 
drop-out rate of 42 percent. It is such 
conditions that are the source of the 
anger of the Puerto Rican community. 
And it is those responsible for main
taining these conditions who are the 
real criminals. 

When Gibson, who is Black, was 
elected in 1970, he had the backing 
of a broad range of Puerto Rican 
and Black community groups. Many 
thought his election would lead to an 
improvement in the conditions faced 
by Puerto Ricans and Blacks. The 
latest events indicate the increasing 
disillusionment with Gibson. 
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Gibson bans protests 

By MAGDALENA CHABRIEL 
and DERRICK MORRISON 
NEW ARK- On Sept. 3 Democratic 
Mayor Kenneth Gibson outlawed all 
demonstrations and street gatherings 
of three or more people in this city. 

Gibson announced the ban in the 
wake of a militant Labor Day dem
onstration of 1,000 to protest the sav
age police attack the previous day 
against the fifth annual Hispanic Fes
tival. Dozens were injured in this as
sault, three with gunshot wounds. 

On the evening of the ban, a 10 p.m. 

curfew was also imposed on youths 
under 18 years old who live in and 
around Co~umbus Homes, a predomi
nantly Puerto Rican housing project. 

Earlier in the evening the People' !!I 
Committee Against Repression and Po
lice Brutality was forc.ed to cancel a 
scheduled meeting on the Newark 
campus of Rutgers University. The 
campus administration told organiz
ers of the meeting that the university 
was being shut down to help com
ply with the mayor's ban. 

The People's Committee Against 

Repression and Police Brutality was 
formed Sept. 1 to organize protest 
against the police attack on the festi
val. The festival, which took place 
in Branch Brook Park, was attended 
by more than 10,000 Puerto Ricans 
and other Hispanic-Americans. 

Demands of the committee include: 
formation of a civilian police-review 
board to investigate all charges of 
police brutality and corruption; elim
ination of the tactical and mounted 
police squads; dropping of charges 
against those arrested during the po
lice attack on the festival and in dem
onstrations against police brutality; 
an independent investigation into the 
police attack; prosecution of police 
who brutalized people at the festival 
and in demonstrations; and the resig
nation of recently appointed Police 
Director Hubert Williams. 

Spokespersons for the group include 
Ramon Rivera, head of Oye, an a_nti
poverty agency; Sigfreda Carrion of 
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party; Rev
erend Alfonso Roman, executive direc
tor of the Puerto Rican Congress of 
New Jersey; and Imamu Amiri Ba
raka of the Congress of African Peo-
ple. -

While Mayor Gibson tried to assure 
the businesses and big insurance com
panies downtown that the city had re
turned to normal, police could be seen 
at the edges of the Columbus Homes 
area toting shotguns, and in cars 

Protests mark 1st anniversary 

• 
r1 

blocking the streets. Mingling with the 
police are the white racist vigilantes 
headed by State Senator Anthony Im
periale. 

The night of Sept. 2 police ran 
amuck in the Columbus Homes area, 
beating and yelling at people and let
ting loose automatic rifle fire at al
leged snipers. In one section of a wall 
of the high-rise apartment buildings 
we counted more than 50 bullet-pocked 
marks. 

We found many young people stand
ing on the street along Seventh Avenue 
who were eager to relate to us inci
dences of police violence. One woman 
resident told of seeing the police shoot 
an eight-year-old boy Monday night 
and beat a man who was simply sit
ting in his car. Afterwards, the woman 
was chased by two cops, who yelled, 
"You dirty spick, I've been waiting for 
this moment." 

Another woman recounted, "Women 
were treated worst. We were pulled 
by the hair and dragged all over the 
street. I don't even think an animal 
is treated the way we were." 

"This is not the first time this has 
happened," an angry woman ex
claimed. "They have always harassed 
the Puerto Ricans in this neigh
borhood." 

A number of youths told us of the 
police violence at the festival. One re

Confinued on page 30 

Lessons of Chile coup 
By DICK ROBERTS 
Sept. 11 marks the first anniversary 
of the U.S.-sponsored coup that over
threw Salvador Allende's Popular Uni
ty government in Chile. 

The rightist military regime that 
came to power a year ago initiated 
a bloodbath. Thousands of workers, 
students, and peasants were sum
marily executed-the exact number is 
not known. Tens of thousands of 
others were rounded up, imprisoned, 
and tortured. 

A year after this tragic setback for 
the Chilean revolution it is evident 
that the savage repression of work
ers and peasants continues, if on a 
lesser scale than the weeks imme
diately after the coup. 

Political leaders who remain im
prisoned, facing sham trials, include 
Clodomiro Almeyda of the Socialist 
Party; Luis Corvahin, general secre
tary of the Communist Party; Alej an
dro Romero of MIR (Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left); and Luis Vitale 
of the Trotskyist movement. 

Torture of women prisoners in more 
than 200 detention camps throughout 
Chile has been reported by the U.S. 
Committee for Justice to Latin Ameri
can Political Prisoners (USLA). 

This situation makes it vitally im
portant to make every effort to help 
mobilize the broadest, most power
ful international movement to demand 
an end to_ the repression in Chile and 
to defend the victims of that repres
sion, no matter what their political 
views. This is especially incumbent on 
Americans because of the decisive role 
that Washington plays in supporting 
General Augusto Pinochet's military 
regime. 

Groups such as USLA, which car
ry out defense activities on such a 
basis, deserve the broadest backing. 

Peaceful road? 
At the same time, it is vital to dis

cuss the political lessons of the Chi
lean defeat. The Allende government 
was hailed as a successful example 

Continued on page 28 
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