
TH£ Legal lynching of Brink's defendants .. 3 
Salvador unions mobilize workers 4 

·Restructured rail industry harms workers 10 

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE VOL. 47/NO. 38 OCTOBER 21, 1983 75 CENTS 

U.S.-backed terrorists . . 

bomb Nicaraguan port 
BY JANE HARRIS 
AND MICHAEL BAUMANN 

CORINTO, Nicaragua, Oct. 12- The 
counterrevolutionaries' attack on pet
roleum facilities here - by far the greatest 
act of sabotage against the Sandinista revo-

Exclusive on-the-scene report 
from our news bureau in 
Managua, Nicaragua. 

lotion so far - came close to destroying 
this port town, 100 miles northwest of 
Managua. 

The contras, as the antigovernment 
counterrevolutionaries are called here, en
tered Nicaragua's main port near midnight 
October 10 in a high-speed launch. They 
fired rockets on a diesel storage tank, and 
made a quick getaway, eyewitnesses told 
the Militant. 

Before the fire was contained, a day and 
a half later, it claimed four storage tanks, 
1.6 million gallons of diesel fuel , and what 
fire fighters describe as "incalculable mil
lions of dollars of damage." Fortunately, 
no lives were lost. 

Had it not been for the mobilization of 
fire fighters from across the country and 
emergency international assistance many 
of the 25,000 Corinto residents could have 
easily lost their lives. Virtually the entire 
town was evacuated to prevent such a pos
sibility. 
, Fire fighting equipment and specialists 
flown in from Mexico, Colombia, and 
Cuba helped bring the blaze under control 
before it reached nearby aviation-fuel 
tanks. 

Counterrevolutionary attacks against the Nicaraguan revolution are escalating. In 
addition to serious damage to oil storage facilities, the Managua International Air
port (above) was bombed last month. 

Townspeople explained to the Militant 
that organization and tremendous com
bativity were the key weapons against the 
horrifying blaze. 

"When the ·· Mexicans arrived, they 
thought it would take 15 days to put the fire 
out," recalled fireman Santigo Vendell, 
who had traveled 110 miles to help out. 
"We told them no more than three days 
and we did it in 36 hours with water alone." 

"How was that possible?" we asked. 
"Because here in Nicaragua we love our 

country and we don ' t tire out easily. We 
just kept on working," Vendell explained. 

Residents, reentering their city , ex-

pressed amazement at the rapid work of the 
fire fighters . Many, like telecommunica
tions worker Esperanza Mayorga, thought 
it was all over for Corinto - and it almost 
was according to many fire fighters inter
viewed. 

Mayorga explained that civil defense 
brigades were organized two years ago be
cause "we knew that at any moment they 
[the imperialists] can come and we've been 
ready." 

As far as responsibility for the crime 
is concerned, militiaman German Garay 
explained: "The people of Nicaragua aren't 

Continued on Page 5 

Va. shipyard workers defend union 
BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. - An impor
tant battle is shaping up here at the Ten
neco Corp.'s giant shipyard. Workers are 
mobilizing in support of their union , Local 
8888 of the United Steelworkers of Amer
ica (USWA) . The USWA is defending it
self from the company and its agent , the 
Peninsula Shipbuilder's Association 
(PSA). 

On a recent visit to the yard signs of this 
were all over. At lunch time hundreds of 
workers pour out of the 50th Street gate, 
one of many where more than 18,000 
workers clock in and out of the yard that 
sprawls for miles across the waterfront. 
Union buttons are everywhere: "Vote 
USWA," "Join USWA," "Member 
USW A." Many workers sport steelworker 
hats . 

Later, at shift change time, there is again 
a sea of workers coming in and out of the 
gate. Many are Black and most are young. 
At the entrance is a crew of union organiz
ers. Some are full-time staff people sent in 
by the USWA's international organizing 
department. Most are members of Local 
8888's Volunteer Organizing Committee 
(VOC) . They give out more buttons left 
and right, 

· "You're looking good," says one or-
. ganizer to a worker coming in for the after

noon shift. He's already wearing three 
union buttons, but takes another and adds 
it to his hat . The scene is not uncommon, 
as many workers sHow their strong support 
for the union the same way. Other workers · 
take buttons for the first time. 

"It's a fight , but we'll be alright," one 
volunteer organizer told the Militant. 

The fight is the union representation 
election scheduled for October 27. On that 
day workers in the yard will vote on 
whether to stick with the USW A or return 
to the PSA, the old and discredited com
pany union. 

Five years ago to the day , on Oct. 27, 
1978, the National Labor Relations Board 
certified that the USW A had successfully 
ousted the PSA in a union representation 
election . This victory was the result of a 
prolonged fight led by hundreds of rank
and-file workers in the original USW A 
Volunteer Organizing Committee. 

As it turned out, that day only marked 

the end of the first stage in what turned out 
to be the most important union organizing 
battle of the decade. The company refused 
to recognize the USWA, and in January 
1979 the union went out on strike . 

The chant "Eighty-eight! Close the 
gate!" became a·cry that inspired militant 
workers across the country. From the steel 
mills of Pittsburgh, Gary , Baltimore and 
elsewhere, from the iron ore mines of Min
nesota, and from many other plants or
ganized by the USWA, steelworkers 
boarded buses and traveled to Newport · 
News to express their solidarity. Workers 

Continued on Page 8 

Big political battle shaping up 
in disruption suit against SWP 
BY JOHN STUDER 

LOS ANGELES - A crucial hearing 
for political rights is scheduled October 24 
in federal court here. At that time Judge 
Mariana Pfaelzer will hear arguments on a 
motion filed by the Socialist Workers Party 
to hold the Los Angeles law firm of Fisher 
and Moest financially liable for helping or
chestrate a four-year-long disruption and 
harassment campaign against the party in 
the guise of a lawsuit. 

A major political battle is shaping up 
around the hearing. On the one side is the 
party, defended by the Political Rights De
fense Fund (PROF) and a growing number 
of unionists; Black, Latino , and women' s 
rights figbters; and defenders of civil liber
ties. 

On the other side stands Fisher and 
Moest and their client, Alan Gelfand, him
self a lawyer employed by Los Angeles 
County. They are supported by a peculiar 
array of lawyers defending the "indepen
dence" of the legal fraternity and immunity 
for lawyers who use suits to harass and vil
ify groups such as the SWP. 

This lawyers' mobilization in defense of 
Fisher and Moest has a distinctly rightist 
component to it , drawing on lawyers who 
earn large sums defending the "First 
Amendment rights" of "adult movie thea
ter" operators and reactionary organiza
tions such as the Reunification Church of 
Reverend Moon. Fisher and Moest itself 
has the Moon church as one of its main 

Continued on Page 2 

Unions join 
Nov. 12 
Salvador 
·protest 
BY OLGA RODRIGUEZ 

NEW YORK - The November 12 
march on Washington, D.C. , to protest the 
U.S. war in Central America and the 
Caribbean has won important support from 
the New York labor movement. At its Oc
tober 3 meeting, the New York Area Labor 
Committee in Support of Democracy and 
Human Rights in El Salvador voted to en
dorse the November 12 march and to help 
mobilize area labor participation in the 
demonstration. 

The New York labor committee is made 
up of 30 u~ions , including the United Auto 
Workers Union; Amalgamated Clothing 
and Textile Workers Union (ACTWU); 
District Council 37 of the American Feder
ation of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees; and District 1199, National Union 
of Hospital and Health Care Workers. 

As part of building trade union participa
tion in the November 12 action, the labor 
committee is sponsoring an important edu
cational program on Central America 
November 3. 

Among those speaking at the event is 
Dave Dyson, a leader of the National 
Labor Committee and a staff representative 
of ACTWU. Dyson wasone of seven U.S. 
labor leaders who traveled to El Salvador 
last summer, and he will report at the 
November 3 meeting on the findings of the 

· U.S. labor delegation on the situation 'con
fronting Salvadoran labor. unions . 

The activity will take place at 5:30p.m. 
in the ballroom of the national headquarters 
of ACTWU, 15 Union Square West, New 
York. 

The New York labor committee sent a 
mailing to area unions urging their partici
pation in the Washington action. For 
further information contact the New York 
Area Labor Committee in Support of De
mocracy and Human Rights in El Salvador, 
c/o Head wear Joint Board AC1WU, 49 W. 
37th St., 7th floor, New York, N.Y. 
10018. 

Several campus teach-ins , including on 
November 5 at Hunter College and Oct_pber 
27 at City College of New York, are sched
uled to build support for the November 12 
action. Public forums in the Puerto Rican 
and Black communities are also planned. 

An event that will aid in turning out 
trade unionists for the march is the October 
22- 26 New York-New Jersey tour of Sal
vadoran trade union leader Sonia Galan. 
Gahin is the former president of the textile 
workers union of El Salvador and a 
member of the Salvadoran trade union fed
eration, FENASTRAS. She will be the fea
tured speaker at a public meeting October 
22 at St. John's Church, W. 31st St. , be
tween Seventh and Eighth avenues. 

Organizations active in the New York 
November 12 coalition are helping to pro
mote Galan's tour and to build the 
November 3 labor committee activity. A 
labor outreach committee of the New York 
November 12 Coalition is also organizing · 
to help get trade union resolutions of sup
port for the demonstration adopted, as well 
as urging local unions to provide buses for 
their members to attend the demonstration. 
The labor outreach committee, together 
with the New York area labor committee is 
helping to get labor signers on an ad for the 
New York Times . 

For further information contact: 
November 12th Coalition, P.O. Box 
50131 , Washington, D.C. 20004; (202) 
347-5516. For information on New York 
activities, New York November J 2 Coali
tion , 339 Lafayette Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10012; (212) 505-8493~ 



Big battle shapes up in disruption fight 
Continued from front page 
clients. The Moon church is a right-wing 
political outfit that sent squads of its mem
bers to try to physically disrupt antiwar 
demonstrations and used its massive re
sources to rally support for the reactionary 
regime in South Korea. 

Adding his voice to these rightist forces 
in the legal fraternity is Michael Tigar, a 
well-known lawyer and ex-radical. It is 
precisely Tigar's past radical credentials
for instance he coauthored the book Law 
and the Rise of Capitalism published in 
1977 by Monthly Review Press - that 

. makes his support of Fisher and Moest val
uable to them. It plays the same role as a 
radical. past does for Ronald Radosh, who 
_is attempting to cash in on that past today 
to prop up his reactionary contention that 
the Rosenbergs were indeed guilty. 

Meeting this reactionary mobilization 
head-on is a fight with high stakes. At issue 
is the basic right of the party- and all vol
untary political associations - to function 
free from attempts by right-wing oppo
nents and greedy lawyers to use the courts 
to harass, financially drain, and possibly 
destroy them. 

Disruption case 

In 1979 Gelfand was expelled from the 
SWP after he filed court papers accusing 
the party of being a front for the FBI and 
CIA. In collaboration with a London-based 
outfit known as the Workers Revolutionary 
Party (WRP) and its U.S. affiliate, the 
Workers League (WL), Gelfand then sued 
the SWP. 

He asked Judge Mariana Pfaelzer to 
order him reinstated into membership and 
removed the elected party leadership. Bank
rolled· with unlimited funds from the WL
WRP, Gelfand and Fisher-Moest used the 
case to pry into the lives and beliefs of 
party members and to smear and vilify the 
party. The financial drain on the SWP was 
immense, as was the diversion of the 
party's energies needed to defend itself. 

Despite the fact Gelfand and his lawyers 
never produced a single shred of evidence 
to back up their. slanderous accusations, 
Pfaelzer repeatedly refused to dismiss the 
case. Her aim was to take advantage of the 
Gelfand-Fisher-Moest suit to attempt toes
tablish the power of the federal courts to in
vestigate and supervise the internal activity 
and decisions of the SWP and other politi
cal groups that oppose government 
policies. 

Fake case exposed 

The SWP and PROF mobilized a nation
wide campaign of protest, organizing pro
test messages from unionists and civil
rights fighters, women's rights activists, 
and defenders of the First Amendment to 
condemn Pfaelzer's use of the court to per
mit this harassment case to continue. This 
campaign had a large impact. When the 
case finally went to trial in March 1983, 
the judge was forced to rule decisively in 
favor of the SWP defendants. She told Gel
fand's lawyers, "You have not proved any
thing that you said you were going to 
prove. Nothing." 

"The whole aura of fact in here leads me 
to question the motivation for the lawsuit," 
she continued. "If I had been presented 
. with one single piece of evidence that 
would indicate that these people [the SWP 
members] are agents of the government, . 
that would be an entirely different matter. 
I haven't a single piece of evidence given 
to me, and I am deeply disturbed about 
this, deeply, because, after all, the political 
process is an important thing and it must be 
protected." 

In the face of the public defense cam
paign waged by PROF, and the fact that 
Gelfand's sham case collapsed of its own 
weight at the trial, Pfaelzer was compelled 
to rule in favor of the SWP and announce 
that she would favorably consider a motion 
by the SWP to force Gelfand to pay the 
legal fees and expenses the party had to 
shell out. 

SWP files motion for costs 

On April 28, the SWP filed a motion 
with the judge, arguing that the party, hav
ing been vindicated in court, be repaid all 
its costs and attorneys fees . But the party is 
asking that Gelfand' s lawyers, not just Gel
fand himself, be made to pay. 

Whether all of the shysters at Fisher and 
Moest were politically committed to the 
anti-SWP wrecking operation, or were 
doing it only for the handsome fees they 
raked in, makes no difference. Perhaps 
their anticommunist "principles" coincided 
with their financial interests .. Whatever 

·their precise motivations, they enriched 
themselves to the tune of hundreds of 
thousands of doi.Iars by carrying out this as
sault on the First Amendment rights of the 
SWP. 

Holding Fisher and Moest financially li
able is critically important for two reasons. 
First, it will serve to deter other lawyers 
from using similar tactics against working
class organizations in the future, whether 
out of pure greed or reactionary political 
goals. . 

Second, it will make it possible that the 
SWP may actually be able to recover some 
or all of the money it has been robbed of. 
The case was set up from the beginning to 
make Gelfand himself "judgment proof' 
- he has no financial interests in his own 
name - so that any costs assessed against 
him will be uncollectable. Fisher and 
Moest's money is collectable. 

Lawyers mobilization 

September 30 was the deadline for 
Fisher-Moest to file their response to the 
SWP's motion for fees. Their answer was 
accompanied by a mobilization .of support 
from an array of lawyers. In addition to an 
affidavit from Tigar, who explains "I do 
expect to send a bill for my services to 
plaintiff's law firm ," "Friend-of-the
Court" briefs were filed by the California 
Attorneys For Criminal Justice and a group 
calling itself the First Amendment Lawyers 
Association. 

These lawyers are connected by a com
mon dedication to protecting the legal 
fraternity from any liability for conducting 
law suits to harass and smear groups like 

Read the truth -

the SWP. They are also shot through with 
reactionary political connections. 

All of these attorneys claim to be parti
sans of civil liberties, but this does not 
stand up to scrutiny. Fisher and Moest 
themselves claim that "our principal spe
cialty is in First Amendment and civil rights 
litigation." But their clientele- based on 
Moon's right-wing outfit, other religious 
sects like the Hare Krishnas , and pornog
raphers - puts the lie to this claim. 

The "First Amendment Lawyers Associ
ation" is a national group of 125 lawyers 
bound by common involvement in defense 
of the interests of pornographers. 

At the core of Fisher and Moest's argu
ments and those of their supporters, is the 
contention that lawyers cannot be held fi
nancially accountable to victims of such 
harassment lawsuits. Underlying this claim 
is the reactionary view that somehow the 
courts are "neutral" and float outside the 
real world class conflicts between the boss
es and labor, the exploiters and all of the 
oppressed. 

The Friend of the Court brief filed by the 
First Amendment Lawyers Association, 
the specialists in defending pornographers, 
state~. ".The courtrooms of this country are 
one of the few places left in the free world 
where people can confront their problems 
and resolve them in a peaceful manner." 
Try to tell this to workers forced on strike 
when "free world" courts "peacefully" slap . 
injunctions on their picket lines and jail 
their leaders while the bosses bring in scabs 
to break their strike. 

Fisher and Moest argued their own case, 
complete with reference to the hero of 
British imperialism, Winston Churchill: 
"Fisher and M<;>est met its ethicaJ responsi
bility [that is, advanced Gelfand' s disrup
tion case], and in doing so, it no doubt im
posed burdens. But that is the price of the 
clash of facts and law inherent in court pro
ceedings. To paraphrase Churchill on de
mocracy, litigation is the worst system for 
resolving disputes devised by the wit of 
man, except for all the others." 

Tigar's efforts to use his radical past to 
lend cover to these reactionary views leads 
him to state, "I conclude, therefore, that 
the -routine or unconsidered use of these 
sanctions against law firms would signific
antly diminish plaintiffs' access to legal 
service .... " 

The First Amendment Lawyers Associa
tion concludes, "The lawyers of this coun
try cannot allow themselves to be intimi
-dated by courts that attempt to shackle 

them with court costs because it is believed 
they have abused our legal process. This 
practice must be halted or our profession 
will lose much of its independence and dig
nity." As long as the "dignity" of the legal 
fraternity - and their checkbooks - is in
tact, it is just too bad if the Socialist Work
ers Party, or any other group protesting 
government policies, is harassed or bank
rupted by right-wing opponents. 

These arguments are. both reactionary 
and false to the core. The courts are not 
some "neutral" arena, nor a particularly 
good place for workers and the oppressed 
to look for justice. This is the bitter ex
perience today for workers at Continental 
Airlines, which is using a court bankruptcy 
fraud to slash jobs and wages. 
Th~ concept that lawyers in general 

should never be held accountable when 
they use the courts to harass, slander, or at
tempt to destroy a working-class organiza
tion is deeply dangerous to democratic 
rights. In the Gelfand case, which the court 
has already been forced to recognize as a 
conscious fraud from beginning to end, the 
idea that Fisher and Moest should be free to 
close their leather attache cases and walk 
away from their four-year disruption cam
paign without being called to order would 
give a green light to others to engage in 
similar vicitimizations. 

Support needed for hearing · 

The key factor in the victory for demo
cratic rights won in the trial last March was 
the massive public support campaign. 
Prominent individuals and organizations in 
the labor, civil rights, and women's rights 
movements and supporters of civil liberties 
lent their support to the fight to defend the 
right of political organizations to function 
free from harassment and court interfer
ence. That same type of support is equally 
important in meeting the mobilization of 
the lawyers on behalf of Fisher-Moest. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund is or
ganizing this ongoing public campaign. 
They are organizing a public rally in Los 
Angeles on October 23 (see page 16) and 
are urging people to fill the courtroom for 
the hearing on October 24 at 10 a.m. in 
Pfaelzer' s court at 312 N. Spring St. 

PROF is asking people all across the 
country to speak out against the lawyers' 
reactionary mobilization and to send mes
sages of support for the SWP's stance in 
defense of political rights to be read at the 
rally. 

Alan Gelfand (at right)·and Robert Moest at March 1983 trial 
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Legal lynching of Brink's trial defendants 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

A legal lynching is taking place in New 
York State. 

Through the trials of the people accused 
in the 1981 Brink's armored car robbery, 
the federal and state governments have un
leashed a broadside attack on democratic 
rights. Their goal is not only to deny the 
current defendants the right to a fair trial, 
but to set new precedents that further strip 
away the constitutional rights of all defen
dants and prisoners, especially those who 
are political activists. 

In the most recent trial, the state of New 
York convicted David Gilbert, 40; Judith 
Clark, 33; and Kuwesi Balagoon, 36; of 
murder and robbery in the 1981 ·Rockland 
County, New York, holdup. Two cops and 
a Brink's guard were killed during the rob
bery attempt. 

On October 6, the defendants were each 
slapped with three consecutive terms of 25 
years in jail. None will be eligible for 
parole until they serve their 75 years, 
meaning they have been locked away for 
the rest of their lives. 

These barbaric sentences didn't satisfy 
Rockland County District Attorney Ken
neth Gribetz, who said, "We're upset, 
frankly, [that] there's no death penalty. 
Our goal is to see that these people, who 
have contempt for society and have shown 
no remorse, will never see the streets of so
ciety again." 

Toward that end, Gribetz and Judge 
David Ritter collaborated to deny the three 

Cops created atmosphere of intimidation during federal and state trials of Brink's de
fendants, whose cases are important for all political activists. 

defendants as many rights as they could in 
the course of the trial . 

Gilbert, Clark, and Balagoon were tried 
by an all-white jury. They got life in prison 
despite the fact the . state never produced a 
single witness identifying them as the kil
lers of the guard and two <:ops. 

The state organized a major effort to 
convince the population of Goshen, New 
York, where the trial took place, that the 

defendants were dangerous criminals. The 
town was turned into an armed camp. 
Police deputies brandishing rifles stood 
guard daily on the courthouse roof. The de
fendants were brought to the trial each day 
in a convoy of police cars, sirens scream
ing. In the courtroom, they were shackled 
hand and foot. 

The Goshen trial is the second in the 
Brink's case. In September another group 

KAL downing: more Reagan lies exposed 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

Within hours after the September 1 
downing of Korean Air Lines (KAL) Flight 
7, President Reagan protested "the Soviet 
attacks on an unarmed, civilian passenger 
plane." He expressed "revulsion" at this 
"appalling and wanton misdeed." 

On October 6 a State Department aide 
went further by saying, " It is just as abhor
rent to shoot down an unarmed reconnais
sance plane." 

The latest State Department statement 
came in the wake of damning evidence -
revealed by the government's own secret 
police - that puts the lie to the White 
House version of the jet's downing. In a 
front-page article, the October 7 New York 
Times reports that after reviewing the inter
cepted radio and radar signals for five 
weeks, U.S. intelligence experts found that 
the Soviet Union's air defense thought it 
had shot down a U.S. spy plane. The 
Soviet government said, soon after the 
September 1 downing of the jetliner, that 
its fighter pilots had stopped a U.S. recon
naissance plane from further· penetrating 
the Soviet Union' s airspace. 

President Reagan, however, was saying 
to the American people, "There is no way 
a pilot could mistake this [jet] for anything 
other than a civilian airliner." The U.S. 
delegate to the United Nations, Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, said, on September 7, that the 
tapes she presented to the UN Security 
Council established "that the Soviets de
cided to shoot down a civilian airliner, shot 
it down, murdering the 269 people on 
board, and lied about it." 

But .it was .-Kirlcpatrick and the other 
. U.S. government officials who were lying. 
Their lies immediately began to unravel. 

• Washington claimed, at first, that the 
Soviet fighters fired on the air liner without 
warning. The White House now admits 
that the Soviet Union's defenders fired 
warning shots . 

• The U.S. government denied having a 
spy plane near Sakhalin Island, where the 
jet was shot down. Washington now ac
knowledges that a RC-135 reconnaissance 
plane was nearby and had crossed flight 
paths with the KAL aircraft. This would 
have confused the two planes on radar. 

• The Reagan administration claimed 
that the Soviet fighters flew alongside the 
KAL plane and could see that it was a Boe
ing 747 passenger plane . The truth is that 
in the air it is difficult to distinguish an RC~ 
135, which is a modified Boeing 707, from 
the Boeing 747 . 

Moreover, Reagan was lying about the 
Soviet defenders reing alongside tbe KAL 
flight. Reagan' s own intelligence experts 
now say that the Soviet fighter that downed 

the KAL jet was below and behind the 
plane. There is no way the So~iet pilot 
could have known the plane he was shoot
ing at was a passenger jet. 

Given that an RC-135 was known to be 
in the area and that the KAL jet was refus
ing to heed warning shots, Soviet defen
ders assumed the aircraft they were track
ing was a spy plane. 

Yet, U.S. government officials say ali" 
these revelations make no difference. "It' s 
just as abhorrent" to shoot down a spy 
plane, they say. 

The logic of this assertion is that im
perialist military forces have the right to 
violate Soviet airspace with impunity. 
Where does this end? Should U.S. spy 

ships and other war vessels be permitted to 
freely enter the Soviet Union's territorial 
waters? Do imperialist troops have the 
right to cross Soviet borders without being 
fired on? 

This logic is consistent with Washing
ton's record of harassment, provocations, 
and military threats against the USSR. 
Since October 1917, when the workers and 
peasants of Russia overthrew the Tsar and 
capitalist rule, · world imperialism has 
sought to overturn the gigantic gains work
ing people have made there . And the 
Soviet Union has the right to defend these 
social conquests from any threats, includ
ing reconnaissance planes regardless of 
their form or shape. 

Calif. unionist framed on arson charge 
BY SAM MANUEL 

SEASIDE, Calif. - Ken Collins, a ban
quet set-up person at the Hyatt-Delmonte, 
was arrested here by the Monterey Penin
sula police. He is being framed up on a 
charge of "attempted arson." Collins, who 
is Black, is a member of the Hotel Employ
ees and Restaurant Employees Local 483, 
AFL-CIO. It is the largest union on the 
peninsula. He was the picket captain at the 
Hyatt during the hotel workers ' strike last 
year. 

· Collins is also a leader of the Seaside 
chapter of the Young Socialist Alliance and 
recently joined the Socialist Workers 
Party. 

On the evening of October 5, Collins 
and a coworker discovered a smoldering 
fire in a storage room in which they had 
both been working earlier. Collins put out 
the fire and reported it. Several minutes 
later management arrived along with hotel 
security. After answering some questions, 
Collins was told he should return to work. 

His coworker was further questioned by 
Robert Keller, head of H~ratt security. Col
lins' coworker reporter. that during the 
questioning Keller asked him several times 
if Collins had started the fire. 

Later that evening the Monterey cops 
came by and demanded that Collins come 
to the police station to answer questions. 
Informed that he was not under arrest, Col
lins told the cops that he could answer their 
questions right where he stood. At that 
point he was handcuffed and thrown into a 
police car. He was not charged, nor was he 
informed of his rights. 

At the police station Collins was held for 
five hours without any charges. When Col
lins asked if he could make a telephone 
call , Detective Ed Smith told him he would 

be allowed to do so only after he answered 
the cops' questions. 

During the interrogation Smith grilled 
Collins on his attitude towards the Hyatt 
management and his union activities. At 
the end of the questioning, Smith asserted 
that Collins had started the fire and that he 
could prove it. Smith, however, refused to 
state his proof and informed Collins that he 
had been charged with "attempted arson." 
Collins faces a minimum of 16 months in 
prison. The maximum penalty is three 
years imprisonment and a $50,000 fine . 

This is the second "suspicious" fire at 
the Hyatt. The first occurred last year 
shortly after the strike. Collins reported 
both fires. In an earlier frame-up attempt, 
the same Detective Smith interrogated Col
lins about the fire and the strike. When 
Collins asked what the strike had to do with 
the fire, Smith answered ''I'm just trying to 
establish motive." 

In the case of the first fire, management 
of the hotel decided to let the fire bum. In 
both cases the buildings in which the fires 
occurred were scheduled to be tom down 
as part of the hotel 's remodelling plan. In 
the first fire, the remains of the building 
were bulldozed by the Hyatt in spite of a 
standing investigation by Monterey fire 
marshals. 

At a campaign rally in San Jose for 
Socialist Workers Party candidates for 
school board, Collins explained, "This is 
an attempt to frame me up because of my 
union and political activities. It is therefore 
an attack on every member of my union . I 
intend to fight back relying on and mobiliz
ing the support of the members of my 
union and others in the labor and antiracist 
movement to expose and halt this frame
up." 

of defendants were tried on federal charges 
stemming from the robbery . Two were 
convicted on conspiracy and racketeering 
charges, two on lesser charges, and t~o ac
quitted of all charges. 

Another defendant, Kathy Boudin, is ac
cused of murder in the Brink's case and has 
also faced victimization. She is currently 
scheduled to go on. trial November 7 in 
Goshen. Her attorneys asked to have the 
trial site moved because of the prejudicial 
publicity and behavior of the prosecution in 
the town. But on October 6, a five-judge 
panel of the New York State Court of Ap
peals rejected changing the trial location. 

Currently Boudin is to be tried together 
with Samuel Brown, who turned informer 
against the other defendants. This is- a 
further outrageous violation of Boudin's 
right to a fair trial. 

The 40-year-old woman has been in 
prison for almost two years, despite the 
fact· that she has never been tried or found 
guilty of any of the charges she faces. The 
conditions in the Orange County Jail where 
she is currently incarcerated are abomina
ble. 

Until the first week of October, Boudin 
was denied the right to be housed along 
with the general prison population. She 
was not allowed to have any communica
tion with other inmates, except codefen
dant Judith Clark. When several male pris
oners broke this ban on human contact by 
saying "hello" to Boudin through a win
dow, they were promptly locked in their 
cells as punishment. 

Boudin's visitors suffer extreme intimi
dation. She and David Gilbert, to whom 
she is married , have a three-year-old son 
named C.hesa. When Chesa visits Boudin, 
three prison guards stand behind him in a 
threatening manner. A telephone warns the 
child if he moves about in the visiting 
room. 

Eleanor Brussel, a 77-year-old woman 
who brings Chesa to the prison for visits , 
was subjected to a strip search recently 
when her artificial hip set off a metal detec
tor. 

. The truly inhumane conditions imposed 
on the Brink's defendants have evoked lit
tle public protest, unfortunately. It is 
dangerous to allow government officials to 
whack away at civil liberties as they are 
doing in this case. 

The prosecution and judge have insisted 
that politics have nothing to do with the 
proceedings. It's a straight criminal case, 
they argue. "This is not a trial of political 
beliefs," said Judge Ritter. "It is not a trial 
of racism." He made this argument as he 
was overruling statements by the defen
dants on their support for Black liberation 
and their opposition to imperialist war and 
capitalism. 

There can be no question that these pro
secutions are political down to the last de
tail, carried out with a particular hatred for 
radicals who became active in the anti
Vietnam War and Black nationalist move
ments of the 1960s. 

The Brink's defendants come from that 
generation of radicals. While most people 
who oppose the U.S. government strongly 
disagree with the political strategy that led 
to the Brink's robbery, that is not the issue 
here. The sweeping assault on democratic 
rights is. 

Equally outrageous is the hypocritical 
mantle of morality and concern for life in 
which the government has wrapped itself. 

Advocating the stiffest possible punish
ment, Prosecutor Gribetz charged that the 
Brink's holdup was "uncivilized and bar
baric ." He branded defendant Gilbert a 
"social misfit and common criminal" and 
Black codefendant Balagoon a "common 
thug." 

In capitalist society, such "misfits" get 
locked away for good, if not legally mur
dered -unlike the "civilized" people who 
drop atom bombs, napalm children, and 
lynch Blacks. 

Who will be the next "social misfit" the 
capitalists condemn to death or lifetime im
prisonment? A unionist on strike against 
uncivilized work conditions? A demonstra
tor against the barbaric U.S. wars in Cen
tral America and Lebanon? A Black who 
defends himself from cop violence? 

All supporters of democratic rights 
should speak out forcefully against the in
justice of the Brink's case and unite to de
mand the defendants' right to a fair trial. 
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Salvadoran unions 
.mobilize workers 

BY MARGARET JAYKO 
Anew round of urban-workers struggles 

against the U .S,-backed regime in El Sal
vador has begun. Strikes and other protest 
activities have occurred in the capital city 
of San Salvador demanding: 

• Wage increases. With food prices in
creasing at a rate of 300-400 percent , 
wages have remained frozen since 1980. 
Unemployment is upwards of 40 percent. 

• The continuation and enforcement of 
the 1980 land reform Jaw. 

• The right of unions to function free 
from government repression. Most impor
tantly, unionists want an end to . the mur
ders and kidnappings of unionists by ul
trarightist death squads. These squads are 
creatures of the army that function with im
punity. They have escalated their terror re
cently. Several union leaders and members 
have been assassinated, and 100 "disap
peared" in the last month. 

• That the government accept the offer 
of the Revolutionary Democratic Front
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FDR-FMLN) for a dialogue to end the 
civil war and achieve peace with social jus
tice. 

At the end of August, workers at the 
Urban Housing Institute (IVU), a state
owned construction company, began a 
work stoppage. This strike has since spread 
to three other government institutes and the 
banks, according to one of the FMLN's 
radio stations. 

The IVU workers earn about $2.50 per 
day and are demanding a 25 percent wage 
increase, a $250 biyearly bonus, and the 
right to organize . 

They are also demanding the return of 
the union's secretary -general, Rosendo 
Mejia, one of three heitds of major unions 
who were kidnapped at the end of Sep~ 
tember. Mejia turned up in p<)lice custody 
after being abducted by armed men in ci
vilian dress. 

"The government has refused to 
negotiate with us," says acting union direc
tor Esteban Gonzalez. "We have written 
letters to the Ministry of Labor, Ministry of 
Public Works , President [Alvaro] Magana, 
and the Constituent Assembly for help in 
resolving the dispute, but no one has 
answered. " 

Miguel Angel Villabos, IVU's presi
dent, told the workers they don't have the 
right to organize because they work for the 
government. "The government is your 
union," he told them. 

The IVU union used to be a member of 
FENASTRAS (National Federation of Sal
vadoran Workers' Unions) . FENASTRAS 
helped organize the last general strike in 
1980. After that strike, FENASTRAS was 
outlawed and its leaders imprisoned. 

FUSS leader murdered 

The massive workers' struggles of 
1979-80 were crushed by government ter
ror. From 1979-81, 8,239 unionists were 
either murdered, abducted, disappeared, or 
wounded. 

"The major labor confederations. of the 
last decade are fighting now to survive," 

U.S. trade union report 
on Salvador available 

For a brief, well-written account of the 
trade union movement, the struggle for 
land reform, and the U.S.-backed terror 
against workers and peasants in El Sal
vador, the recent pamphlet by the National 
Labor Committee in Support of Democra
cy and Human Rights in El Salvador is ex
cellent. 

It's titled El Salvador: Labor, Terror, 
and Peace. It' s based on the observations 
of a seven-person U.S . trade union delega
tion that visited El Salvador in June. It ends 
up being a damning indictment of U.S. 
policy· in that region. 

The cost is 20 cents per copy for up to 
I 00 copies; call for prices on larger quan
tities. 

The report can be obtained from the Na
tional Labor Committee in Support of De
mocracy and Human Rights in El Salvador, 
15 Union Square, New York, N.Y. 10003; 
telephone (212) 242-0700. 

said a leader of the United Federation of 
Unions of El Salvador (FUSS), a major 
leftist-led union federation. "We have had 
our office bombed and hundreds of our 
members have been killed or disappeared. " 

Trade union membership overall is 
down about 40 percent since 1980. 

According to the September 30 Christ
ian Science Monitor, "The secretary-gen
eral of FUSS, Santiago Hernandez, 
[Jimenez] was abducted outside the Banco 
Salvadoreno on Sunday, September 25. He 
was headed to a gathering of union repre
sentatives who planned to initiate the 19th 
annual FUSS congress. Mr. Hernandez 
was to begin his speech speaking of those 
who have died the last. few years attempt
ing to organize in El Salvador." 

Thirteen days later, on October 7, his 
body, along with three others, were found 
strangled near a market in San Salvador. In 
a inessage tied to the arm of each victim the 
Maximiliano Hernandez Anticommunist 
Brigade took responsibility for the killings. 

The other victims were all opposition 
leaders also: Victor Manuel 'Quintanilla 
Ramos, Dora Munoz Castillo, and Jose 
Antonio Garcia Vasquez. 

Largest protest in years 

On September 27, the largest demon
stration in almost three years took place in 
the streets of San Salvador. The 15,000 
farm workers and their supporters on the 
march were demanding land reform. They 
marched 14 blocks through the center of 
the city and held a rally . Despite the terror 
campaign that's been launched against 
leaders of the farm workers 'unions, the ac
tion was not attacked. 

According to the Nicaraguan daily Bar
ricada, the chants of the demonstration 
were, "We want peace, we want agrarian 
reform, and we want better jobs." 

The focus of the protest was the current 
discussion in the Constituent Assembly 
over three amendments to the draft con
stitution which would totally junk the 1980 
land redistribution law. Reportedly the as
sembly is deadlocked 30-30 over this. The 
ultraright National Republican Alliance 
(ARENA), led by death-squad leader 
Roberto D' Aubuisson , opposes anything 
that even smells of land reform. He is pres
ident of the Constitutient Assembly and 
ARENA is the direct agent of the landed 
oligarchy. 

The Christian Democrats are for keeping 
a facade of government support for land re
form in order to head off massive peasant 
revolts . 

According to march organizers, 10,000 
government workers struck the day of the 
demonstration, showing their solidarity 
with the farm workers protest. 

The march was organized by the Popular 
Democratic Union (UPD), an umbrella 
labor federation that represents more than 
200,000 unionized farm workers. Its 
largest component is the peasant Salvado
ran Communal Union. 

The UPD is affiliated to the Christian 
Democratic Party, 4,000 of whose mem
bers participated in the march. 

The UPD is supported by the official 
leadership of the AFL-CIO in the United 
States, and works closely with the CIA
funded American Institute for Free Labor 
Development (AIFLD). 

Agrarian reform? 

These forces were the chief architects of 
the agrarian reform law passed by the 
Christian Democratic government in 1980. 
That law had enough loopholes to ensure 
that it would not overturn the position of El 
Salvador's landed aristocracy, and that 
very few poor peasants would benefit from 
it. 

It also gave the army a cover for mili
tarizing sections of the countryside. 

Nonetheless, the landlords strongly op
posed the law and have done everything 
they could to sabotage it . About 2 percent 
of the country's population controls 60 per
cent of the cultivatable land. This tiny 
land-owning elite, known as the ''14 
families," have run the Salvadoran govern
ment for decades. 

The living conditions of farm workers 
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In San Salvador 15,000 peasants demand end to government sabotage of land reform 

and small peasants are wretched. Only a 
tihybandful have derived any benefit at all 
from the highly touted land reform. But 
even these meager gains would be called to 
a halt if the Constituent Assembly adopts 
the three pieces of legislation currently be
fore it. 

The fact that the conservative leadership 
of the UPD is now engaged in a head-on 
confrontation with the government and has 
become a focus of right-wing terror is one 
more sign of how isolated the ruling strata 
is in El Salvador. 

Jorge Camacho, one of the directors of 
the UPD, had his car bombed by rightists 
and had been repeatedly threatened with 
death in recent weeks as a result of the 
stepped-up fight over land reform. 

Unions denounce terror 

Four days after the farm workers march, 
the ARENA party helga rally that was ad
dressed by D' Aubuisson. He declared that 
Samuel Maldonado, a member of the 
UPD's political committee and head of the 
Salvadoran Communal Union, tias ties 
with the FMLN, and has been responsible 
for funneling U.S. aid money to the guer
rillas. 

This pronouncement was recognized by 
the unions as the equivalent of a public 
order by D' Aubuisson to his death squads 
to murder Maldonado. 

Recent articles in the Salvadoran press 
have accused the AFL-CIO and AIFLD of 
supporting unions dominated by "radical 
political elements ." 

The two major death squads in El Sal
vador are the Maximiliano Hernandez 
Martinez Anticommunist Brigade and the 
Secret Anticommunist Army. D' Aubuis
son is linked to the latter. 

The UPD organized a news conference 
in San Salvador calling attention to this 
threat and D' Aubuisson' s links with the 
terrorists . 

"The entire Salvadoran people knows 
what these accusations mean coming from 
D' Aubuisson," the union federation said in 
a statement read by a member of its politi
cal committee, Miguel Angel Vasquez, 
and signed by three other committee mem
bers. 

Vasquez called on President Alvaro 
Magana, Defense Minister Eugenio Vides 
Casanova, and head of the national police 
Reynaldo Lopez Nuila to say publicly 
whether they are investigating the death
squad killings and the kidnappings of left
wing union activists and the third-ranking 
official in the Foreign Ministry . 

Vasquez listed several union leaders and 
others , including the late archbishop Oscar 
Romero, who were assassinated "for the 
fact of having worked for peace, democra
cy, and justice" after being denounced by 
D' Aubuisson . 

Even a U.S. djplomat admitted that 
when D'Aubuisson "goes public , we know 
of at least five cases which have resulted in 
the immediate death of that person." 

Dialogue 

The question of peace is a central one for 
workers and peasants in a country that's 
been fighting a civil war for close to four 
years now. The FOR and FMLN, which 
represent the interests of the majority of the 
Salvadoran people , have proposed a 
dialogue to the Salvadoran regime, setting 
no preconditions . The rebels explain that 
they are for peace with social justice. 

For a long time, their dialogue proposal 
was rejected out of hand by the U.S. gov
ernment and its mouthpieces in El Sal
vador. 

The FDR-FMLN then went on a vigor
ous campaign - at home and internation
ally - to win support for their dialogue 
proposal. The effort has borne fruit. Inter
national backing for their proposal is grow
ing. The U.S. government and Salvadoran 
dictatorship stand exposed as the ones re
sponsible for the escalation and prolonga
tion of the war. 

Inside El Salvador, the dialogue propos
al has helped isolate the regime further, 
with groups like the pro-Christian Demo
cratic UPD coming out in favor of govern-
ment talks with the rebels. · 

The overwhelming majority of or
ganized labor in El Salvador supports such 
peace efforts. This helps give a big impetus 
to the fight against the dictatorship in El 
Salvador. It opens the door for the weight 
of the organized working class to be 
brought more to bear in the revolutionary 
process. 

Rebel forces score big victories 

A big factor in the current confrontation 
between the workers and peasants of El 
Salvador on the one side and the U.S. im
perialists and their native agents on the 
other, is the impressive victories being 
scored by the rebel forces in the field 
against the Salvadoran army and their U.S . 
"advisers." 

The U.S.-inspired "pacification program 
that the army has been attempting to carry 
out in rebel-controlled areas has not been 
very successful. And the FMLN recently 
made gains in a series of new military of
fensives. 

The pressure of these political and mili
tary victories has been a big factor in 
further polarizing the political situation and 
in increasing rightist activities in San Sal
vador. In addition to targeting those ut1-
ionists who speak out for land reform, the 
ultraright has targeted those who are sup
porting the dialogue. 

The top rulers in El Salvador recognize 
and fear the potential power of a labor 
movement mobilized to fight for peace, 
wages, anct'!and reform. 

Government planes 
strafe civilians 

On September 26, U.S.-made A37 jets 
flown by U.S. -trained pilots bombed and 
strafed the town of Tenancingo in El Sal
vador for six hours. 

When they were finished, an estimated 
50 civilians were dead, scores more 
wounded, and 25 houses and other build
ings destroyed or damaged. 

This destruction of a town full of ci
vilians, on the excuse that left-wing guer
rilla forces were about to overrun it, was 
the third known incident of the Salvadoran 
air force strafing and bombing entire vil
lages . 

Government officials have tried to 
blame this crime on the rebel forces with 
the lame excuse that their radar was 
jammed by the guerrillas. The fact that the 
jets made repeated bombing runs, going 
back to base five times to reload, makes 
that assertion unbelievable. 

U.S . officials called the bombing attack 
"a serious mistake." U.S. military advisers 
point out that mistakes are of course una
voidable in war and that it' s more impor
tant to make sure that the Salvadoran dic
tatorship has adequate air power than to 
worry about possible "mistakes ." 

One "foreign military observer" quoted 
in the Miami Herald said, "It happened in 
Vietnam. It's happened here before- and 
it's going to happen again." 



Nicaraguan rightists admit CIA runs war 
BY MICHAEL BAUMANN 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- "The Yan
kees are in charge of everything," a former 
pilot for Somoza's air force, now flying 
missions for the Honduran-based counter
revolutionaries, told a standing-room-only 
news conference here October 6. 

The pilot, Roberto Amador Narvaez, 
was shot down October 2 by Sandinista mi
litia members as he flew in from Honduras 
in a convertedW<>rld War II DC-3. 

His mission was to bring in supplies to a 
squad of counterrevolutionaries operating 
in Nicaragua's Matagalpa province, some 
80 miles north of here. 

Amador Narvaez, copilot · Hugo 
Reynaldo Aguilar, and the plane's 
mechanic survived the crash. Their first
hand testimony, in response to questions 
by more than 50 journalists, provided 
further proof of the CIA's role in organiz
ing the largest of the counterrevolutionary 
organizations - the· Nicaraguan Demo
cratic Forces (FDN). 

In three months of flying for the FDN, 
Amador said, "I had the opportunity to 
meet various North Americans, who are 
the ones leading the war against Nicaragua, 
through the FDN." 

Among the U.S. officials named specifi
cally by Amador and Aguilar were the fol
lowing: 

• Colonel Raymond, Vietnam veteran, 
coordinator of all U.S. CIA advisers as
signed to the FDN. 

• Colonel "Miguel," CIA officer in 
charge of coordinating FDN air missions. 
"Miguel" was Amador's direct supervisor. 

• Major West, {ormer paratrooper in 
Vietnam, today commander of the Hondu
ran air base in Olancho Province, where all 
FDN flights to Nicaragua originate. 

• Major "Alex," a former Green Beret, 
coordinator of operations with counter
revolutionary leader Steadman Fagoth. 

• Major Jeffrey, in charge of the FDN 
security apparatus. 

The FDN at present has eight or nine 
pilots and four planes, Amador said, two 
DC-3s provided by the United States and 
two smaller aircraft provided by the Argen-
tine goyernment. · 

"Or I should say," he added, "they now 
have one DC-3." 

More planes and pilots are expected, 
Amador said, and a major escalation of air 
attacks is scheduled for November. 

All FDN pilots, like the great majority of 
the FDN forces as a whole, are former 
members of Somoza's armed forces . Agui
lar, in fact, was Somoza's personal pilot. 

Several of the pilots, including Amador, 
were recruited in Miami , through FDN or-

U.S.-made DC-3 shot down October 2 by Sandinista militia members. At left is plane's U.S. registration. Its mission: to bring 
supplies from Honduras to counterrevolutionaries in Nicaragua's Matagalpa Province. 

ganizers who operate openly there. They 
are paid $1,000 a month in U.S. dollars, 
out of funds the CIA provides the FDN. 

Inside Honduras, Amador said, 'The 
FDN moves in complete freedom." 

Brush-up training in flying DC-3s was 
provided by an officer of the Honduran air 
force. All repair and maintenance work on 
the planes is provided free at a Honduran 

air base near the capital, Tegucigalpa. 
The air base in Olancho Province where 

the flights originate is "an operational Hon
duran air base," copilot Hugo Aguilar reit
erated in response to a question from a re
porter. But the 80 or so Honduran soldiers 
stationed there "take their orders from a 
U.S. officer, Major West." 

In a related development of CIA in-

volvement, it has been reported that the 
two-engine Cessna 404 shot down during a 
bombing raid of Nicaragua's international 
airport was registered for much of this 
year to a leasing company in McLean, Vir
ginia, the lnvestair Leasing Corp. lnvestair 
is managed by a former top official of a 
company that was used by the CIA, ac
cording to Investair officials .. 

Why Walesa was given Nobel prize 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

When the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
awarded the 1983 Nobel Peace Prize to 
Lech Walesa, the most prominent leader of 
Poland's Solidarity labor union, it cited, 
"Walesa's contribution, made with consid
erable personal ·sacrifice, to ensure the 
workers' right to establish their own or
ganizations." 

Walesa, a shipyard worker active in 
labor protests and organizing activity for 
more than a decade, has helped advance 
the struggle of Polish workers for an inde
pendent union and democratic rights. 
When that fight was repressed in December 
1981 by the privileged bureaucracy that 
governs Poland, Walesa was held in solit
ary confinement for 11 months. 

Solidarity and Walesa's record as a 

worker-leader and union organizer deserve 
international recognition. 

But that is not why the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee bestowed an award on him. 
Their objective is to add fuel to the 
reactionary, anticommunist propaganda 
campaign of the imperialist governments 
and their apologists . They have no more re
gard for Polish workers and their union 
rights than they do for workers in their own 
countries. 

As soon as the award was announced, 
top politicians in ·the imperialist capitals 
seized on it to express their hypocritical 
solidarity with Polish workers and to con
demn communism. 

Pres. Ronald Reagan, now waging war 
in Central America and Lebanon, hailed it 
as a "triumph of moral force over brute 

force. It's a victory for those who seek to 
enlarge the human spirit over those who 
seek to crush it." 

West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl , 
a strong suppof1er of deploying nuclear
tipped missiles on German soil , aimed at 
Polish and other East European and Soviet 
workers, joined the chorus. "Your cour
age," he said, addressing Walesa, "the sol
idarity of your friends and firm faith of the 
Polish people are an encouraging example 
for all people concerned about the cause of 
freedom. " 

French Pres. Fran~ois Mitterrand's 
cabinet, which now has combat forces in 
Lebanon and Chad, echoed this theme. 

Pope John Paulll , who plays an impor- · 
tant ideological role in bolstering the crisis
ridden imperialist system, chimed in too. 

Pastora's forces invade Atlantic Coast 
Since 190 I , when the first Nobel Prizes 

were presented, the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee - selected by the parliamen
tary representatives of Norwegian big bus
iness - has generally been used to ad
vance the political interests of imperialism. 
Sometimes it is simply given outright to 
imperialist heads of state and statesmen. 
Among the better-known are President 
Theodore Roosevelt ( 1906); President 
Woodrow Wilson (191 9); U.S. general and 
secretary of state, George Marshall (1953); 
Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson 
(1957); and West German Chancellor Wil
lie Brandt (1971). 

BY JANE HARRIS 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua - Gasoline 

storage tanks supplying fuel for Nicara
gua's Atlantic Coast, gold mines, and in
land Miskito ·settlements were completely 
destroyed October 2 by a counterrevolu
tionary atttack on the small coastal city of 
Puerto Benjamin Veled6n. 

The city's homes and schools were also 
burned and destroyed. 

An invading force of 500 men arrived in 

the coastal area in high-speed boats, part of 
the new equipment furnished by the CIA to 
counterrevolutionaries led by Eden Pas
tora. They attacked four Atlantic Coast 
cities - Haulover, Wounta, Prinzapolka, 
and Puerto Benjamin Veled6n - and held 
them for a matter of hours before being 
forced to flee . 

In the process of retaking these cities, 
Sandinista forces killed 100, or 20 percent, 
of the invading force. However, Defense 

Terrorists bomb Nicaragua oil port 
Continued from front page 
stupid - they know this thing was carried 
out by the CIA." 

The gov~rnment sent a note to U.S. Sec
retary of State George Shultz protesting 
U.S. aid to the rebels. 

The attack came shortly before members 
of President Reagan's Commission on 
Central America · met in Costa Rica with 
Alfonso Robelo, a leader of a Nicaraguan 
counterrevolutionary group. 

After two sleepless nights, a brigade of 
some 30 AMNLAE [Association of 
.Nicaraguan Women] were to be found in 
their offices, sharing experiences and tak
ing time to evaluate the role of women in 
combating the latest contra terror. 

They decided tf> call a march against im
perialism for that very afternoon to clear 
the air of panic they said existed among 

some people following the initial explo
sion. 

They agreed they would have a lot of 
work to do once the damage was evaluated. 

As AMNLAE National Executive Com
mittee member Magdea Enriquez put it, 
"It's a victory that imperialism was not 
able to destroy the entire port, but it's not 
the end." 

The attack followed one earlier this 
week on gasoline storage facilities on Nica
ragua's Atlantic coast. In that attack two 
million gallons of fuel - all purchased 
with scant hard currency - was destroyed. 
The damage from both attacks threatens a 
severe shortage of fuel just as harvest of the 
country's main cash crops - coffee and 
cotton - begins. 

As the Militant goes to press, ambas
sadors resident in Nicaragua are here in
specting the U.S.-funded damage in re
sponse to a call for international aid . 

Minister Humberto Ortega reported Oc
tober 5 that similar attacks in the area can 
be expected in the next few weeks. 

In fact, attempts to paralyze Nicaragua's 
production have already been stepped up in 
recent weeks. 

Nicaraguan Democratic Front (FDN) 
forces - composed mostly of ex
Somozaist National Guardsmen - have 
threatened to blow up Mexican ships carry
ing petroleum to Nicaragua. 

Mexican officials have publicly de
nounced this threat. Senators Rafael Herr
era and Rafael Cervantes , the presidents of 
Mexico's Marine Commission and Na
tional Defense Commission respectively, 
pledged that "terrorist threats will never 
hold back our foreign policy. . . . Mexico 
will fulfill its promises of crude oil delivery 
to Nicaragua on time." 
· October 2 Pastora' s forces destroyed 

two high-voltage towers transmitting elec
tricity from Costa Rica to Nicaragua and 
Honduras. Both towers are in Costa Rica, 
just across the Nicaraguan border near the 
recently attacked customs checkpoint at 
Pefias Blancas. 

The sabotage will cost Nicaragua an esti
mated $80,000 in addition to a 60 percent 
increase in oil consumption while the elec
tric lines are down. However, the country 
even niore affected by the loss of electricity 
will be Honduras . (Nicaragua's new geo
thermal plant will be able to supply ample 
back-up energy here.) 

And, until the power lines· are restored , 
Costa Rica will lose $71 ,000 daily in elec
tricty it could have sold to Honduras. 

In 1978 the prize was awarded toisraeli 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin . and 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat following 
the Camp David agreement . This "peace 
pact" recognized the Israeli colonial-settler 
state at the expense of the Palestinian strug
gle for their homeland and set the stage for 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982. 

In 1975, the peace prize went to Soviet 
scientist Andrei Sakharov, an anticom
munist opponent of the Soviet government . 
This was used by the imperialist rulers to 
whip up anti-Soviet propaganda. 

On one occasion, however, the attempt 
to use the prize to advance imperialism's 
political goals backfired. This was in 1973 
when it was awarded to U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho of 
North Vietnam for negotiating an end to 
the Vietnam War. Le Due Tho refused to 
accept the award because "peace has not 
really been established in South Vietnam." 
It was two years later that Vietnamese lib
eration forces drove all the U.S. forces out 
of Vietnam and reunited the country. As 
for Kissinger, the biggest protests in the 
history of the peace prize were mounted 
against his receiving it. 
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-SELLING OUR PRESS AT .THE PLANT GATE-------
BY SARAH MATTHEWS 
AND LYNDA JOYCE 

LOS BANOS, Calif.- A Mil
itant team returned to the can
taloupe packing shed workers' 
picket line here September 28. 
The strike of Local 78B of the 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Work
ers against the Lindemann melon
packing company is in its second 
month. Lindemann is demanding a 
new contract with a no-strike 
clause, a 40 percent wage cut, and 
takeaway of fringe benefits. 

SUBSCRIPTION 
SCOREBOARD 

(Totals as of Militant issue #36, PM issue # 19) . 
Militant PM Total 

Area Goal/Sold Goal/Sold Goal/Sold % 

Four young strikers were sitting 
in lawn chairs with their picket 
signs when we arrived. 

"Where are you from?" one 
striker called out. 

"The Militant newspaper," we 
replied. 

"The Militant!" shouted two of 
them as they jumped out of their 
chairs, "the best newspaper!" 
They remembered the Militant 
from the last time we were there. 

Immediately two cops closed in 
on us demanding our names and 
addresses. Within minutes four 
squad cars showed up. Detective 
Hughes of the Los Banos Police 
Department claimed we were vio
lating a court injunction limiting 
the strike line to only five strikers 
and supporters. When one striker 
left to comply, the cops demanded 
that we stand 10 feet apart as we 
interviewed the strikers. While 
this harassment went on, two 
strikers bought subscriptions to the 
Militant. 

The police harass the strikers 
every day. Eighteen-year old Jerry 
Falk, a migrant worker from 
Arizona, told us he had been ar
rested six times - for everything 
from "attempted malicious mis
chief' to using "foul" language. 
He likened their situation to that of 
Solidarity members in Poland. 
Anthony Messineo, 27, was ar
rested for "juggling rocks." 

Militant talks to strikers on visit to Los Banos 

Lindemann's shed is the only 
one out of 11 sheds in Los Banos 
that refused to sign the new three
year contract with Local 78B. 

United Fruit and Vegetable 
Workers, part of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union, 
voted to assess themselves $20 per 
week to support the strike. Union 
members are trading places with 
strikers so the strikers can collect 
a day or two of wages and the 
working members can help with 
picket duty. When the melon sea
son ends this month and approxi
mately half the work force travels 
to the Imperial Valley and else
where to work, the assessment 
will continue. This will make it 
possible to maintain the strike 
throughout the winter and start up 
full force again when the new sea
son starts next July. 

and put it up on the bulletin 
boards," said one woman. 

"What's that?" asked one 
worker. 

"It's a newspaper about our 
union! And look, there's an article 
on the copper workers strike, too!" 
answered another. Eight more un
ionists - including another striker 
-bought subscriptions. We sold 
out of every copy, and sold sub
scriptions based on xerox copies 
of the strike article. 

Everyone had stories and ques
tions about cop harassment, com
pany guards, and how one-sided 
the local news coverage is. 

The discussion with the strikers 
and unionists continued for an 
hour on the Arizona copper strike, 
President Reagan, the role of the 
cops and courts, a labor party, and 
what we mean by socialism. 

Seaside, Calif. 
Toledo 
San Antonio 
Harrisburg 
'Wash., D.C. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Morgantown, W.Va. 
Los Angeles 
Virginia, Minn. 
Twin Cities 
San Jose 
Philadelphia 
Milwaukee 
Denver 
Boston 
St. Louis 
Dallas 
Oakland 
Charleston, W. Va. 
Miami 
Kansas City 
Detroit 
Albany, N.Y. 
Atlanta 
Brooklyn 
Seattle 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Manhattan 
Indianapolis 
Newark 
Cincinnati 
San Diego 
Gary 
Newport News, Va. 
Albuquerque 
Greensboro, N.C. 
Louisville 
Houston 
Salt Lake City 
Baltimore 
Cleveland 
New Orleans 
Phoenix 
Chicago 
Birmingham 
San Francisco 
Price, Utah 
Tucson 

35/27 10/3 45/30 67 
50/25 5/2 55/27 49 
60/28 25/8 85/36 42 
35/15 5/0 40/15 38 
80/30 20/7 100/37 37 
35/12 0/0 35/i 2 34 
70/23 0/0 70/23 33 

100/27 75/30 175/57 33 
75/23 0/0 75/23 31 

120/39 10/0 130/39 30 
75/21 15/5 90/26 29 

100/29 25/6 125/35 28 
110/28 10/5 120/33 28 
80/27 15/0 95/27 28 
95/23 1517 110/30 27 

120131 0/0 120131 26 
50/12 15/4 65/16 25 
90/23 15/2 105/25. 24 
45/11 010 45/11 24 
70/17 10/1 80/ 18 23 
65/17 10/0 75/17 23 
85/19 5/2 90/21 23 
70/16 511 75117 23 
85/19 5/2 90/21 23 

110/28 4015 150/33 22 
75/15 5/2 80/17 21 

135/29 010 135/29 21 
4517 10/4 55/ 11 20 

150/30 5019 200/39 20 
80115 011 80/16 20 

110/17 30/9 140/26 19 
70112 0/1 70/ 13 19 
70/13 30/5 100/ 18 18 
4519 510 .. 5019 18 

75/13 010 75/ 13 17 
50/10 15/1 65/11 17 

50/8 010 50/8 16 
55/8 010 55/8 15 

60/10 30/3 90/ 13 14 
70/8 5/1 7519 12 
6517 010 6517 II 
80/8 510 85/8 9 
8017 510 8517 8 
7517 25/0 10017 7 

135/11 15/0 150/ 11 7 
7015 010 70/5 7 
90/6 40/2 130/8 6 
35/1 511 40/2 5 
30/1 10/0 40/1 3 

The strikers are digging in for 
the long haul. "We'll probably 
win this strike next year. Strike 
Lindemann all winter until the sea
son starts again next summer," 
said Messineo. 

We visited the nearby NAAM 
Packing shed as the shift ended. 
Union members and a few strikers 
who had worked that day in the 
union shed crowded around us, 
excited to see an article that told 
their side of the story. 

Gail Brown, a leader of the 
strike, told the Militant, "Ever 
since Reagan busted PA TCO [air 
traffic controllers' union de
stroyed by the government during 
1981 strike], they're out to bust all 
our unions." The Los Banos strik
ers are showing how to fight back. 

Totals 3,710/827 620/129 4,330/956 22 
Should Be 927 155 1,082 25 

"We're going to duplicate this 

Successes in sub drive show need to be organized 
BY PEGGY BRUNDY 

With this issue, the drive to sell 4 ,300 
subscriptions to the Militant and Perspec
tiva Mundial enters its fourth week. It' s too 
early in the drive to draw general conclu
sions, but some socialists from around the 
country report that they are beginning to 
get over their · initial "rustiness" in selling 
subscriptions. 

Socialists in Seaside, California, and 
San Antonio, Texas, raised their goals: 
Seaside by 10 Militant subscriptions, San 
Antonio by 5 MiliJant and 5 Perspectiva 
Mundial subscriptions. 

Sales to coworkers at industrial work
sites have been particularly good so far, ac
counting for approximately 15 percent of 
the total subscriptions received. Last week 
we reported that Indianapolis socialists in 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union took a goal of 12 subscrip
tions; this week they report selling 2; right 
on schedule. Socialist garment workers in 
Washington, D.C. , report selling 6 sub
scriptions at their Amalgamated Clothing 
and Textile Workers-organized shop. 

The team of socialists traveling in Mis
sissippi sold 10 Militant subscriptions last 
week. In two days they also sold 57 single 
copies of the Militant and 7 of the Young 
Socialist, many of these going to Black 
workers in Mississippi's cotton-production 
industry - in the cotton gins , compresses, 
and on the cotton plantations. Team 
member Tony Dutrow reports that one of 
the big things on people's minds was the 
labor movement and unions. "People know 
the difference between working on the 
plantations for $3 .35 an hour and having a 
union job, where the pay is more like $4 or 
$5 an hour." 

The Militant and Young Socialist were 
also well receivoo at the Mississippi Valley 
State campus in Greenwood. The team set 

up a table, and in addition to excellent 
sales, two students signed up to come to 
the upcoming convention of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, and I 0 other students 
signed up for more information about the 
YSA. 

Socialists who participated in a farm 
protest in Kansas last week sold three sub
scriptions. 

While selling PM and campaigning door 
to door, Atlanta socialists met a Cuban 
who recently moved to the Unite<J States. 
After three years of experience living here, 
he was very glad to see us, bought a sub
scription to PM, came to-a campaign rally, 
and has gone out campaigning with the 
socialists since then. 

These strengths of the drive so far pro
vide a solid groundwork in most places for 
the rest of the eight-week drive. 

Many areas, however, did not sell as 
many subscriptions during the first weeks 
as they had projected and are discussing 
how this can be turned around. 

Mike Shur reports from Seattle that they 
sold 11 subscriptions last week, up sig
nificantly from the 6 they sold the first 
week. He notes that sales improved as soon 
as they realized that the most important 
factor in selling a subscription was getting 
into political discussions with people -
about socialism, about how working 
people can get political power, about the 
wars in Lebanon and Central America. 
They have also been following up the sub
scriptions they sold at the August 27 dem
onstration with good success. 

Dave Ferguson, who sells the Militant 
door to door in coal-mining communities 
near Morgantown, West Virginia, reports 
that he sometimes meets people who are in
terested in what the Militant has to say, but 
want to buy a single copy and read it before 
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they decide to subscribe. He asks these 
people if he can come back in a week and 
see what they think of the paper and 
whether they want a subscription. Last 
Sunday, he went back to visit with the 
people he talked to the previous Saturday. 
He reports that a large proportion of the 
people he's talked to decide to buy a sub
scription after they've read the first copy. 
He also arranges to drop by again where 
people want the subscription but don't have 
the money right then. 

All areas that are not on schedule should 
consider discussing out how to get caught 

up. The sales director of the Newark, New 
Jersey, branch of the Socialist Workers 
Party reports that they view their slow start 
as a serious problem. "When we decided 
on our goal several weeks ago, we thought 
it was realistic - a challenge, but real. So 
we must take it seriously now." She noted 
that meeting this goal is important, because 
it allows them to establish ongoing contact 
with many new workers and learn more 
about their city and the surrounding region. 
So they decided to have a special effort this 
weekend to catch up, organizing the 
maximum number of people to participate. 

Subscribe to 
Intercontinental 
Press 

INTERCONTINENTAL 
PRESS 

For the most complete coverage on 
the unfolding revolutions in Central 
Arrierica, with features such as 
speeches by Cuban leaders Fidel 
Castro, Jesus Montane, and Manuel 
Pineiro on revolutionary strategy in 
Central America and the Caribbean, 
interviews with participants in the 
Central American revolutions, and 
exclusive reports from our correspon
dents on the scene, you should sub
scFibe to the biweekly /P. $12.50 for 
six months; $25 for one year. 

Mail orders to: Intercontinental 
Press, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 
10014. 

~···:::;.' inp recor 

Lebanon: Reagan and Allies 
Step Up Military Intervention 

Nicaraguan Working People Make Gains 
While Mobilizing to Defend Revolution 



PUSH leader backs 
Georgia socialist 
BY JAMES CAMPBELL 

ATLANTA - Joseph Beasley, the 
coordinator of the Atlanta chapter of Oper
ation PUSH, has endorsed Sara Jean 
Johnston, who is the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate in the 7th Congressional 
District special election October 18. The 
special election is being held to fill the vac
ant seat of Larry McDonald, who was 
aboard the Korean Airlines Flight 7 down
ed over Soviet territory last month. 

In his statement on the campaign, Beas
ley said, "Political participation is the cor-
11erstone of the democratic process. Your 
vote counts. Business as usual must not be 
the mandate of the next representative of 
the 7th Congressional District of Georgia. 
If you're poor, if you're a woman, if 
you're a member of a minority, if you be
lieve in human rights, your choice in the 
special election must be Sara Jean 
Johnston. She can strike a blow for human 
dignity that can make a difference for all 
residents of the 7th Congressional District 
and for the state of Georgia." 

Beasley issued his statement after 
Johnston spoke at a membership meeting 
of the Atlanta chapter of Operation PUSH 
on October 8. She explained the socialist 
program she was putting forward in the 
election. Johnston spoke about her opposi
tion to another Vietnam in Lebanon or 
Central America and for jobs, not war. 

She said that working people face 
another war here at home. Johnston spoke 
as one who had participated in the August 
27 march on Washington and who, like 
Jesse Jackson, wanted to build a "rainbow 
coalition"· of the oppressed. 

But Johnston posed the question: What 

is the best way to achieve this. unity? She 
suggested the necessity to break from the 
parties of the oppressor - the · racist and 
big-business-controlled Democratic and 
Republican parties. We should form par
ties of our own, she said, a Black party and 
a labor party. 

"With these powerful instruments ," she 
told the civil rights activists, "we can win a. 
successful struggle to totally transform so
ciety and create what we need - a govern
ment of workers and farmers. " 

Johnston told the meeting of her experi
ences campaigning in the 7th Congres
sional District. She said she has received a 
good reception in the district. "McDonald 
was an ultrareactionary racist and all the 
other candidates are trying to out
McDonald one another," Johnston said. 
"But the truth is that unemployment in the 
district is officially 15 percent. The area is 
largely populated by working farmers, who 
are being driven off their land by the banks 
and the government's proagribusiness 
policies. And both workers and farmers in 
the district oppose this government's war 
moves around the world." 

She gave the PUSH members an exam
ple of how an alliance of farmers, un
ionists, and the Black movement can be 
built by relating the discussions she had 
while campaigning at the North Georgia 
State Fair in Cobb County. Johnston said 
she got a positive response when she 
explained how the gains won by the civil 
rights movement made possible greater 
unity of workers to be able to work to
gether to successfully form unions in the 
South. 

La. socialist barred from debate 
BY STEVE BEREN 

NEW ORLEANS - On September 27 
at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel a gubernatorial 
debate was sponsored by WomenFocus 
'83, a coalition of 23 women's organiza
tions including the Louisiana chapters of 
the National Organization for Women 
(NOW) and the Coalition of Labor Union 
Women (CLUW). 

Ironically, the only woman running for 
governor - Michele Smith of the Socialist 
Workers Party -~as excluded from the 
debate , which had been billed as "non-par
tisan ." Only Republican Governor David 
Treen and Democratic challenger Edwin 
Edwards were extended invitations. 

A group of Smith's campaign supporters 
picketed outside the hotel and distributed 
an open letter from the socialist candidate . 

"The organizations which have put to
gether the program tonight have done a dis-

service to women and all supporters of full 
equality for women," the open letter stated. 

Smith pointed out that she is a member 
of CLUW and NOW as well as the Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers Local 4-
522. She charged that "the action of 
excluding me from tonight's debate is 
highly partisan in favor of the Democrats 
and Republicans." 

The debate format did not allow for au
dience participation. Treen opposed the 
Equal Rights Amendment , mandatory sex 
education, gay rights, and affirmative ac
tion quotas. Edwards. also opposed man
datory sex education. 

Opposition to police brutality and the 
U.S . war drive, along with support for 
abortion rights and repeal of "right-to
work" laws were demands raised by the 
socialist candidate in her open letter. These 
issues, however, were not mentioned dur
ing the debate. 

The election is to be held on November 8. 

Sara Jean Johnston campaigning at North Georgia State Fair 

Boston SWP stays in race 
BY RICHARD CAHALANE 

BOSTON - In the final weeks before 
the October 11 primary, the campaign of 
Eloise Linger, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for mayor, took on the opposi
tion before television and radio audiences , 
at candidates' forums, and at workplaces 
throughout the city. Her campaign suppor-

- ters handed out thousands of brochures, 
sold subscriptions to the Militant, and can
vassed neighborhoods in the Black and 
Latino communities. The socialist's sup- · 
porters campaigned at a garment factory in 
East Boston and the Domenico garment 
shop in Lynn, where Linger is employed. 
She is a member of International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union Local 397. 

Going into the "nonpartisan" primary, 
polls placed Mel King, the only Black can
didate, out front. Only the two top vote
getters in the primary are on the ballot for 
the general election on November 15. 

Two of the other candidates fighting for 
a place in the run-off were David Finne
gan, a former Boston School Committee 
president who fought court-ordered de
segregation of the Boston schools, and Ray 
Flynn, a city council member who, as a 
state representative, helped organize op
position to the busing plan. 

In a historic vote, Mel King became the 
first Black in the city's history to enter the 
runoff election for mayor. King garnered 
47 ,431 votes or 29 percent of those cast. 
Flynn, who also entered the runoff, cap
tured 47,432 votes. King won up to 88 per
cent of the vote in the two Black districts 
and a significant number of votes from 
whites in Boston's Back Bay and Allston
Brighton sections. 

Finnegan carne in third with 41 ,308 
votes. 

In the final week before October 11 Fin
negan and Flynn traded charges more than 
once before cameras and audiences. 
Flynn's campaign had issued two flyers in 
Dorchester - one in the Black section 
stressing his advocacy of equal rights and 
a second in white sections omitting his sup
posedly pro-Black positions. Finnegan 
called this procedure "racist" and accused 
Flynn of being a "political chameleon." 

Flynn fired back that Finnegan just rep
resented the rich and he, Flynn, was for 
working people. 

Increasingly, Flynn's past record as an 
active opponent of busing and abortion 
rights became an issue in the campaign. 
Mel King's standing in the polls rose while 
Flynn's suffered a setback. In the final 
week before the primary both Atlanta 
Mayor Andrew Young and Operation 
PUSH leader Jesse Jackson carne to Boston 
to endorse King. 

Linger and the seven other candidates at
tended a mayoral forum on September 28 
in South Boston, which was the scene of 
the most violent resistance to busing in 
1974. King, who at the height of the strug
gle to desegregate Boston's schools spoke 
out against the racist attacks on Blacks, and 
Linger, who told the September 28 meeting 
she defends desegregation in education and 
housing, both received polite applause. 

The socialist candidate also blasted the 
recent cop murder of Elijah Pate, a Black 
teenager, and the U.S. wars in Central 
America and Lebanon. 

Cleveland SWP demands ballot spot 

Linger has been on all major radio sta
tions and fought for and won the right to 
participate in the televised debate spon
sored by the League of Women Voters on 
September 14. Another televised debate on 
October 2 included Linger. She announced 
her plans to launch a write-in campaign in 
the November 15 election. "No other can
didate," she said, "advocates the organiza
tion of independent political parties by the 
working class - a Black party and a labor 
party - that's why I'm running." 

1 Militant/Steve Beren 
Michele Smith explains why she should 
be included in WomenFocus debate. 

CLEVELAND The Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections is attempting to 
take Socialist Workers Party school board 
candidates Tamar Rosenfeld and Omari 
Musa off the November 8 ballot. 

The socialist candidates filed more than 
2,900 signatures each in August. Only 
1 ,400 signatures are required to be on the 
ballot. According to board records the pet
itions for Musa were tallied by September 
15. Campaign director Susan Berman was 
told by the Petitioning Department then 
that Musa would definitely be on the ballot 
and they were still working on Rosenfeld's 
petitions. ' 

Musa then received a letter from the 
board dated October 3 that stated his peti
tions were 189 signatures short. Rosenfeld 
never received a letter, but was told by 
phone that she was 152 signatures short. 

On October 7 socialist campaigners dis
covered that huge numbers of newly regis
tered voters had not been entered into the 
general file . The first petition page checked 
showed four of the 11 signers disqualified 
as "nonregistered" were indeed registered 
voters. 

Another signature disqualified was that 
of a deputy registrar who had signed the 

socialist's petition during his lunchbreak at 
a supermarket in the Black community. He 
was registering new voters at the time. 

Other signatures thrown out were 
labeled "illegible," yet these "illegible" 
signatures were quite legible and found to 
be registered voters . Still other valid signa
tures were disqualified because the person 
printed one of their names instead of sign
ing it. 

These errors were found by the socialists 
and the board workers after spot-checking 
only four pages of petitions. 

The board also threw out more than 200 
signatures for each candidate because one 
of the petition circulators had signed her 
new ·address before she had "officially" 
signed a change of address card with the 
board. 

Musa and Rosenfeld blasted the board 
for attempting to rule them off the ballot at 
a spirited campaign potluck-emergency 
protest meeting October 8. 

The socialists forced the board to re
count every signature on their petitions. 
They have also formally protested the 
board's move and are considering filing an 
injunction to prevent the printing of ballots 
until this matter is resolved. 

On October 8 the SWP campaign held a 
rally at Roxbury Community College-Mas
sachusetts College of Art. The 50 people in 
attendance raised $1,550 to help finance 
the write-in campaign. Two young white 
workers asked to join the Young Socialist 
Alliance, which has been very active in 
supporting the Linger campaign. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
'YOUNG SOCIALIST' 

Bimonthly revolutionary youth 
newspaper covers the fight 
against Washington's wars and 
racism, the struggle for women's 
liberation, and the fight . for a 
socialist world. 
$1 for half-year $3 for one year 

Send name, address, and pay
ment to 14 Charles Lane, New 
York, NY 10014 
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-NATIONAL PICKET LINE-....;.....__ _________ ....;.._._--,---
Lumber workers 
forced to strike 
West Coast mills 

picket, and some downtown mer
chants have pitched in. 

number of pickets to six, is con
tinuing operations. In response, 
the ILGWU is picketing com
panies that send garments "to Davis 
for pleating. The union says most 
of the picketed companies have 
stopped sending their garments to 
Davis. 

an important boost in their five
week struggle from the local chap
ter of Operation PUSH. 

a public forum October 27 on dis
criminatory firings of Blacks and . 
women by Atlanta-area com
panies. 

BY FRED AINSWORTH 
PORTLAND, Oregon~ Two 

strikes, now in their 12th week, 
have been forced on lumber work
ers in the Pacific Northwest by 
employers determined to force 
wage and benefits concessions 
from their unionized workers. 

In Willamina, Oregon, 250 
members of International W ODd
workers of America (IW A) Local 
3-1 were forced to strike Will
amina Lumber Co. July 18. 

Aiso on strike are 1 , 700 mem
bers of the IW A and the Lumber, 
Pr9duction and Industrial Workers 
employed in California, Oregon, 
Alaska, Idaho, Montana, and 
Washington by Louisiana-Pacific 
Corp. 

Louisiana-Pacific wants new 
hires to start at $4 less an hour than 
other workers and to get 2 holi
days instead of 12. Using scabs 
and supervisors, L-P claims it has 
resumed operations at 15 of 22 
mills and support facilities that 
were shut down June 24 when the 
strike began. 

At the rally, strikers and some 
union organizers wore red-and
black clothes and carried red-and
black flags. Red and black are the 
colors of the Nicaraguan revolu
tion, the Mexican revolution and 
Mexican unions, and of the United 
Farm Workers Union of America. 

Since their strike began Sep
tember I, members of United Gar
ment Workers of America Local 
29 have been attending weekly 
PUSH meetings as part of a broad 
search for solidarity with other 
unions and the civil rights and 
women's movements . 

Women make up about 90 per
cent of the work force at Empire, 
which is a subsidiary of National 
Linen Service. About three-quar
ters of the workers are Black. 

Empire strikers have also at
tended meetings of the National 
Organization for Women and the 
Amalgamated Clothing and Tex
tile Workers Union, which has 
contributed money from both its 
international and local funds. Sup
port has also come from the Coal
ition of Labor Union Women. 

Teamster leader 
supports Reagan 

The owner, John Hampton, re
fused to consider union proposals 
for a new contract and told the 
union to take it or leave it. 

Contributions to .the Willamina 
strikers can be sent to Strike De
fense Fund, IW A Local 3-1, 2203 
5th St., Tillamook, Ore. 97141. 

A big majority of garment 
workers here come from Mexico 
and Central America. 

Davis Pleating was also the site 
of a 1977 raid by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, which 
resulted in a suit by the ILGWU 
and others that stopped the INS 
raids. 

Much of the discussion at these 
PUSH meetings has focused on 
the need for working people of all 
races - men and women - to 
unite in the face of current union
busting drives by the bosses and 
government. 

Jackie Presser, president of the 
International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters (lBT), has said the 
union will support President 
Reagan for reelection in 1984 if he 
runs against Walter Mondale, who 
has the backing of the AFL-CIO. · 

Arrayed against the union mem
bers have been the courts, cops, 
and newspapers. A court injunc
tion limits pickets to four per en
trance. 

A union member was arrested 
for arson because he lived on the 
same block as a foreman whose 
car caught on fire. Cops and 
sheriffs escort a scab crew of 70 in 
and out of the mill. 

Garment strikers 
oppose givebacks 
BY MIKE MALONEY 

LOS ANGELES - Three to 
four hundred strikers, other gar
ment workers, and supporters held 
a spirited march here September 
23 against Davis Pleating Co. A 
picket line surrounded the building 
that housed the company. 

The Davis strike is important as 
a response to attacks by the gar
ment bosses on the ILGWU and 
the Amalgamated Clothing and 
Textile Workers Union here, and 
for organizing workers. Less than 
5 percent of the garment industry 
here is unionized. 

The workers at Empire, who 
earn an average of $5 an hour, 
were forced on strike when the 
company offered them a raise of 
only 45 cents an hour over the 
three years of the proposed new 
contract. 

In addition to taking up collec
tions for the strikers and dispatch
ing members to the picket line, 
PUSH participated with other sup
porters in a news conference Sep
tember 28 in front of the plant. 
Also featured was a free concert 
by members of the Atlanta Sym
phony, which is also on strike. 

The IBT, which is not an AFL
CIO affiliate, was one of a tiny 
number of unions that endorsed 
Reagan in 1980. 

Presser says he will attend an 
October 12 gathering at the White 
House, despite reports that some 
Reagan advisers want to keep 
Presser "at arms length." Newspapers regularly print 

Hampton's version of the strike. 
"We've had to chew their ass to 
get one or two articles giving our 
side," said one striker. 

Resolutions of support and fi
nancial contributions can be sent 
to Southern California Strike 
Committee, ILGWU, 400 W. 9th 
St., Los Angeles, Calif. 90015. 

On September 26 the local held 
a march of 80 wives, children, and 
husbands of strikers from down
town Willamina to the mill gates. 

Other IW A locals and other 
unions have contributed to the 
strike defense fund. Nonunion 
lumber workers have also helped 

Davis Pleating forced the strike 
on the International Ladies' Gar
ment Workers' Union (ILGWU) 
August 10 with demands for a 20 
percent reduction in wages, elimi
nation of four holidays and two 
weeks of vacation, no seniority, 
right to contract out work, and 
compulsory overtime. 

PUSH supports 
Atlanta strike 
BY HENRY LYONS 

ATLANTA- Garment work
ers here on strike against Empire 
Manufacturing Co. have received 

At the next PUSH meeting, 
Local 29 President Linda Pounds 
said PUSH had helped the union 
understand "what solidarity is all 
about. It has kept us going." 

On September 16, the member
ship of the Teamsters rejected by 
7-1 a Presser-supported conces
sions contract with Trucking Man
agement Inc. , the bargaining arm 
of the unionized trucking industry. 
The proposal would have modified 
the Master Freight Agreement to 
reduce mileage rates and hourly 
pay for Teamster members re
called from layoff. 

The company, with the aid of a 
court injunction limiting the 

PUSH has provided assistance 
to tobacco workers in Macon in a 
contract dispute and is sponsoring 

The vote against the contract 
was 94,086 to 13,082. 

Virginia shipyard workers organize to defend union 
Continued from front page 
in other unions also rallied to their support. 

Before it was over the membe'rs of Local 
8888 defended themselves not only from 
the company but from the armed attacks of 
state troopers and local cops as well . 
"Bloody Monday," April 16, 1979, when 
unionists repulsed a brutal police assault on 
their picket line and union hall , was just 
one of the proud chapters shipyard workers 
wrote in the history of their union. The en
tire strike was an inspiring example of mil
itancy, determination, and unity among all 
workers, Black and white , men and 
women, young and old. 

Ultimately the company-backed PSA 
was defeated and a USW A -contract was 
won. That contract expires on October 31. 

Consequently the USW A faces a dou
ble-barrelled challenge: fighting off the 
new attack from the PSA and winning a de
cent contract from Tenneco. The two are 
not at all unrelated. 

reminded shipyard workers that "the PSA 
gave away the 20-minute lunch period that 
resulted in a 9-hour work day. . . . The 
PSA gave away pension rights prior to 
1969. . . . The 2 percent vacation bonus 
was . .. given back . . . . The PSA gave 
back the 5-day sick leave plan . . . . The 
highest wage increase ever negotiated by 
the PSA in 40 years was $.50." 

Local Pres. Eddie Coppedge pointed out 
to newer workers, "We believe you must 
be told the full story ." Due to the efforts of 
"brave-men and women who saw fit to get 
the best union to represent their . . . in
terests" workers have won "increased sick
ness and accident benefits, better wages, 
funeral leave, automatic progression as 
well as many other badly needed benefits 
that they did not have under the PSA." 

"Automatic progression ," the right of 
workers to move up to better-paying jobs 
according to seniority rather than company 
favoritism, was one of the key victories 

won by the USWA. Before, the PSA had 
been complicit in a promotion system that 
discriminated against Blacks and women. 

On the surface the evidence seems to 
point to a USW A victory in the October 27 
election. Not only are visible signs of 
worker support for the USWA all over, but 
one has to look hard to find much open sup
port for the PSA. 

One volunteer organizer related the story 
of a USW A member who was running late 
getting to work and managed to hitch a ride 
on the highway. After he got in the car he 
noticed that the driver who picked him up 
was wearing a PSA hat. The steelworker 
immediately told him to stop the car and let 
him out. "I'd rather walk and be late than 
ride to work with the PSA," he said. 

Despite strong sentiment like this, the 
union's international leadership is putting 
big resources behind Local 8888. Interna
tional Vice-president Leon Lynch and Dis
trict 35 Director Bruce Thrasher were both 

in Newport News recently. In addition to 
joining the organizers at the gates of the 
yard, both Lynch and Thrasher spoke to 
two meetings that drew almost 400 un
ionists on short notice. 

A large number. of full-time organizers 
have been sent in, including at least one 
female staffer in recognition of the sizable 
number of women in the yard and the im.: 
portant role many of them played in lead
ing the earlier battle. The head of the inter
national's organizing department is also on 
hand. 

If the company's agent is defeated in the 
election, workers will still face a fight for a 
decent contract. "Over the past three years 
the company has made high profits," points 
out sub-district director Hower. "We 
firmly believe that we deserve our 
share . . .. " 

In the next few weeks shipyard .workers 
will be standing behind their union to make 
that happen. 

From the beginning the USW A has also 
had to confront Virginia's "right to work" 
(for less) laws. These laws mean shipyard 
workers do not join the union automati
cally. The USW A must work continually 
to recruit new workers. 

S.F. rally demands full school desegregation 
Since the USW A contract was won in 

1980, thousands of new young workers 
have been hired into the yard. Several 
thousand have been hired in the past few 
months as Tenneco has secured hundreds 
of millions of dollars worth of naval con
tracts. 

Many of these workers were in high 
school at the time of the 1979-80 fight. 
They were unaware of the record of the 
PSA and the improvements brought about 
by the steelworker contract. When the PSA 
began circulating petitions some months 
ago to force a new representation election, 
PSA organizers pressured many of these 
new workers to sign. 

"People signed for the PSA who didn't 
know what it was all about," explained a 
VOC member. "When they find out -
we' II be alright." 

The September issue of Local 8888's 
newspaper, The Voyager includes two 
front-page article:t aimed at explaining the 
issues. 

USWA sub-district director Jack Hower 

BY CHRIS REMPLE 
SAN FRANCISCO- On September 21 

a rally was held here at the Bayview Opera 
House to protest the closing of Dr. Charles 
R. Drew Elementary School. Those who 
gathered also demanded that in addition to 
Black students, white children be bused to 
desegregate the city' s schools . The meet
ing, which was attended by about 100 
people, followed the release from jail of 
four activists who had been arrested for 
blocking school buses that take Black chil
dren to white schools . 

Drew was closed following the settle
ment of a NAACP lawsuit against the San 
Francisco Unified School District. The suit 
was aimed at forcing the school board to 
desegregate the city' s educational system. 

Under the desegregation plan mandated 
by the court settlement, approximately 
1 ,000 elementary and middle school stu
dents· from the Black community will be 
bused . to predominantly white schools to 
achieve racial balance. Drew, which is in 
the Bayview-Hunters Point Black commu
nity, is to be converted into a day.care 
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center. The programs of four other schools 
in Hunters Point are to be revamped, but 
nothing has been started on these projects 
yet. Nor has the busing of white students to 
predominantly Black schools begun - as 
was called for in the desegregation plan. 

Besides demanding the full desegrega
tion of the schools , Blacks in this commu
nity are outraged at the closing of Drew, 
which is the first school in the district to be 
named after a Black. Drew was established 
after the Black community waged a fight to 
improve the rundown Bayview Elementary 
School II years ago. In addition to forcing 
the state to allocate funds for the construc
tion of a new school, Black parents also 
won the right to participate in all decisions 
affecting the school. Blacks in Bayview
Htmters Point feel that this community 
control over Drew is what motivated the 
school board to close the school. 

But, after several days of protest, the 
Black community forced city officials to 
enroll 50 students at Drew. 

However,. the fight to desegregate the 
schools ·continues. Seymour Kramer, a 

school bus driver, spoke at the September 
21 rally about what will be needed to win 
this struggle. He said that if workers from 
all the unions in the city participated in the 
protest, the struggle would be won. 
Kramer said that "the slogan from the 
Caribbean island of Grenada - Forward 
ever, backward never! - must be ours. 
We will never go back to separate and un
equal. " 

In a statement distributed by campaign 
supporters, Pat Wright, the Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for mayor of San 
Francisco, said the current desegregation 
plan is a fraud. The city's refusal to bus 
white children into Black neighborhoods 
like Hunters Point amounts to an admission 
that they have no intentions of upgrading 
Black schools , she said. 

"What is needed," Wright said, "is 
large-scale busing to desegregate the 
schools. This means busing white children 
into Hunters Point, the Mission, and 
Chinatown, as well as busing Black, 
Latino, and Asian students to better 
schools in white neighborhoods." 



Puerto Rican Senate exposes killer cops 
BY ROBERTO KOPEC 

Five years after the event, the killing of 
two young fighters for Puerto Rican inde
pendence still rocks this U.S. colony in the 
Caribbean. As a result the Puerto Rican Se
nate has been forced to make a public in
vestigation. 

Since mid-June, televised Senate hear
ings have shown that the two independence 
fighters were led into a trap by an under
cover government agent and murdered in 
cold blood by the police. The hearings 
have also disclosed the ongoing attempt by 
the Puerto Rican and U.S. governments to 
cover up the crime. It has put a spotlight on 
the role of government agents in the inde
pendence movement and the labor unions. 

It all started on July 25, 1978. 
On this date three men commandeered a 

taxi cab forcing its driver to take them to a 
hill called Cerro Maravilla, in the south
central part of the island, where govern
ment and private communication towers 
are located. · 

Several cops were waiting for them. 
They killed two of the three men and 
wounded the third. This last one was an un
dercover police agent. 

The dead men were Arnaldo Dario 
Rosado, 23 and Carlos Soto Arrivi, 18. 
Soto Arrivi was the son of Pedro Juan 
Soto, a noted Puerto Rican novelist. The 
undercover agent, Alejandro Gonzalez 
Malave, was lqlown to some in the left for 
his provocative behavior. 

The cops' version 

According to the police, Soto Arrivi and 
Rosado were members of the "Armed Rev
olutionary Movement," allegedly a pro-in
dependence organization, and were about 
to blow up one of the towers on Cerro 
Maravilla. 

The police claim Gonzalez Malave told 
them about the plan. They then decided to 
wait for the "terrorists" in order to arrest 
them. Soto Arrivi and Rosado, say the 
cops, ignored the order to lay down their 
arms. Instead they tried to shoot their way 
out of the trap. The cops then returned the 
fire "in self-defense" killing both men. 
None of the cops was injured, except for 
the undercover agent, wounded by his own 
kind. · -

The police also claim that in the days 
prior to the Cerro Maravilla shoot-out 
members of this "Armed Revolutionary 
Movement" participated in the holdup of a 
guard station at the University of Puerto 
Rico's Rio Piedras campus. They also al
legedly were involved in firing a shot at the 
home of former governor Luis Munoz 
Marin. 

Senate investigator Hector Rivera Cruz points to smiling face of Alejandro Gonzaiez 
Malave, agent provocateur who set up murder of Puerto Rican independence fight
ers. 

However, the police version of the inci
dent at Cerro Maravilla started to collapse 
from the beginning. The material evidence 
and testimony by witnesses showed that a 
murder had been committed and that the 
police, in complicity with the highest gov
ernment figures, were responsible for it. 

'It was a massacre' 

The driver of the commandeered taxi, 
Julio Ortiz Mofina, almost suffered the 
same'fate as the two independence fighters. 
In an interview with the Associated Press a 
few days after the incident, he described it 
"as a massacre." 

Implying that the police lied about order
ing Soto Arrivi and Rosado to halt, the 
driver said, if "they had told them to halt 
and asked them to give up, well, they 
might have given up, and if they wouldn't 
give up it's because they were suicidal . .. 
they could have shot them in the arm or 
something of the sort, without resorting to 
the massacre that happened." 

Ortiz Molina later said that after the 
shoot-out he saw Soto Arrivi and Rosado 
wounded but still alive . He described see
ing the cops beat and kick both men while 
they lay on the ground. Ortiz Molina was 
himself roughed up, "although I told them 
I was an innocent victim of the whole inci
dent," he told the New York Times a few 
days after the killings. 

Ortiz Molina also testified that when 
policeman Jesus Quinones Quinones led 
him to the nearby television tower to ban
dage the wounds received in the beating, 
.they heard a second round of shots. Both 

the police and the·government deny there 
were any such shots, but Quinones and 
other · witnesses have confirmed the 
driver's version. 
, On · September 22 the Senate heard 
Emilio Rodriguez Esteban declare that he 
heard two series of shots while passing by 
Cerro Maravilla in his car the day of the in
cident. He said that . he had given sworn 
statements to this effect to the Puerto Rican 
Department of Justice and a grand jury. 
The content of these statements, however, 
was considerably altered without his 
knowledge. He also revealed having re
ceived death threats several times since the 
incident. 

More contradictions 

There were more contradictions in the 
official version. 

Soto Arrivf' s face and body had bruises 
and lacerations the police found difficult to 
explain. They attributed them to a fall 
down an embankment, but there is no em
bankment at the site and pathologists say 
the injuries were inconsistent with such a 
fall. 

Pathologists have also determined that 
the type of bullet wounds in the youths' 
bodies does not jibe with the cops' descrip
tion of the shoot-out. 

In spite of government claims that Soto 
Arrivf and Rosado were planning to blow 
up one of the towers at Cerro Maravilla, 
the police admit they did not find any ex
plosives on either the youths' bodies or in 
the taxi. 

According to the police, they were car-

Latinos, unionists protest immigration bill 
BY STEFFI BROOKS 

SAN ANTONIO - Chanting "Jobs yes , 
Migra no" and "Let the_m deport Reagan," 
100 demonstrators marched from the 
Alamo to the steps of City Hall September 
24 to rally against the Simpson-Mazzoli 
immigration bill , now pending in Con
gress. 

The bill passed in the Senate last spring 
by an overwhelming vote of 76 to 18 but is 

. now stalled in the Rules Committee of the 
House of Representatives , in large part be
cause of growing opposition to its racist 
and antiunion provisions. It will not be 
considered by the full House during this 
session. 

Nationally, the League of United Latin 

American Citizens, the Mexican-American 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, and 
growing numbers of trade unionists are ac
tively opposing the bill . 

Sponsors of the San Antonio protest in
cluded representatives from the San An
tonio AFL-CIO Central Labor Council , 
county judge Albert Bustamante, San An
tonio school board member Ruben Solis , 
the El Pueblo newspaper, and several cler
gymen. The Greater San Antonio chapter 
of the Coalition of Labor Union Women 
endorsed the action and participated in it as 
did members of International Union of 
Electrical Workers Local 1013. 

Protesters focused their fire on the 
Simpson-Mazzoli bill's provision to issue 

Protest at San Antonio City Hall demanded defeat of Simpson-Mazzoli bill 

counterfeit-proof identification cards to 
every person in the United States and tore
quire that they be produced on demand. 

Rally speakers compared this to the in
ternal passport system in South Africa and 
to the requirement that Jews in Nazi Ger
many wear a star of David. They pointed 
out that the targets of the identification card 
system will be Haitians , Mexicans, and 
other Black and Hispanic people in the 
United States. One of the placards read, 
"Will Henry carry an I. D. card?," referring 
to San Antonio' s Chicano Mayor Henry 
Cisneros. 

March coordinator Ruben Solis blasted 
the campaign by supporters of the 
Simpson-Mazzoli bill to blame un
documented workers for unemployment 
and cutbacks in social services in the 
United States. Although we are supposed 
to believe that immigrant workers are 
flooding into the United States so they can 
get on welfare , "Solis pointed out that U.S. 
government figures show only 3 percent of 
undocumented workers are receiving any 
kind of welfare, unemployment, or medi
cal. benefits, although they are being taxed 
to pay for these services . 

He hailed the 1982 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision that children of undocumented 
workers are entitled to public education. 
Even if every undocumented worker was 
deported from the United States, he con
tinued, there would still be millions of un
employed workers left. What we need are 
more jobs, not more discrimination. 

rying two guns, a box of matches , 25 bul
lets, gloves , masks, charcoal , and a box of 
turpentine to light the charcoal. 

Then there is the role played by the un
dercover agent Gonzalez Malave. The 
police claim that he only infiltrated the 
"terrorist" group in order to infonn his 
superiors of its activities . Few people , even 
among those opposed to independence, be
lieved this story. 

Who is Gonzaiez Malave? 

A few days after the Cerro Maravilla 
murder, Juan Mari Bras, then secretary 
general of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party 
(PSP), one of the main pro-independence 
political organizations on the island, recal
led that Gonzalez Malave had infiltrated 
the PSP four years before. According to the 
July 28, 1978, New York Times , Mari Bras 
"had become suspicious of the young man 
about two months ago and ' isolated' him 
from the party. ' He always wanted to get 
our people involved in terrorist activities 
that were not the type of activities we con
done,' Mr. Mari Bras said. He said Mr. 
Gonzalez Malave had tried to persuade 
party members to shoot at certain non-inde
pendence leaders' homes from passing cars 
and to procure materials for making 
bombs." 

Gonzalez Malave participated in the 
hold-up at the University of Puerto Rico 
and drove the car from which a shot was 
fired at Munoz Marin's house . The govern
ment used these incidents to round up sev
eral Puerto Rican patriots, including PSP 
members . Two youths charged with par
ticipating in these actions, Ramon Rosado 
and Eric Hernandez, were later absolved 
by the courts. 

In June 1983, government police agent 
Juan E. Brunet testified before the Senate 
during the Cerro Maravilla heanngs that 
Gonzalez Malave had confessed to him on 
having participated in placing an explosive 
device at a post office. Brunet said Gon
zalez Malave also confessed to several acts 
of sabotage against Puerto Rico' s electric 
company in early 1978. At the time the 
electrical workers were on strike against 
the company and the government used 
these acts of sabotage to launch an intense 
fed-baiting and violence-baiting campaign 
against the union. 

An 'Armed Revolutionary Movement'? 

It now seems that even the "Armed Rev
olutionary Movement" was invented by -
Gonzalez Malave himself. Nobody had 
heard of this group before the Cerro 
Maravilla incident, nor has it shown its 
face or made itself heard since. The gov
ernment, despite its claim to haye "infil
trated" it, has been unable to produce any · 
more members of this group. 

Yet Governor Carlos Romero Barcelo's 
administration has lauded as heroes Gon
zalez Malave and the other cops that took 
part in the Cerro Maravilla set-up. 

As a matter of routine, the Puerto Rican 
Department of Justice investigated the 
Cerro Maravilla operation. All the cops in- . 
volved were absolved of any wrongdoing. 
Another government investigation in 1979 
reached the same conclusion. 

Relatives of both murdered youths filed 
a civil suit against the governor of Puerto 
Rico and the cops involved in the killings. 
The suit against Romero B'arcelo was 
thrown out of court. According to the judge 
ruling on the case, the governor's inclusion 
in the suit was politically motivated. 

Yet, as Romero Barcelo admitted in 
April 1979, - after denying it for almost a 
year - he had previous knowledge of the 
plan to trap Soto Arrivi and Rosado. 

The suit against the cops went to trial on 
October 3. 

Senate hearings 

The Puerto Rican Senate is controlled by 
the Popular Democratic Party (PPD), 
which opposes the New Progressive Party 
(PNP) of Romero Barcelo. The PPD sup
ports the current "free aassociaticin" of 
Puerto Rico to the United States, while the 
PNP favors statehood. · 

The PPD majority in the Senate decided 
to investigate the government "investiga
tions" of the Cerro Maravilla case. Public 
and televised hearings by the Senate's Jud
icial Commission began last June . 

Continued on Page 14 
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estructuring the rail industry. 
' Union members suffer job loss as train service is curtailed i 

BY JIM GOTESKY 
Railroad workers today are suffering re

lentless attacks on their wages, benefits, 
job security, and working conditions. · 

Along with workers in auto; steel, and 
other basic industries, railroad workers 
face an assault from the employers backed 
by the government, Congress, and courts. 
In an attempt to significantly increase their 
rate of profit, the rail bosses have de
manded more work, under worse condi
tions, for less pay . 

At the same time, U.S. workers have to 
contend with the undeniable fact that 
Washington is dragging them toward a new 
Vietnam. Using the time-worn excuse of 
fighting "Soviet and Cuban expan
sionism," both Republicans and Democrats 
are committing the country to deepening 
war in Central America and the Middle 
East. 

The Pentagon's war budget for the next · 
five years is projected at $1.6 trillion at a 
time when workers face cuts in jobless ben
efits, social security, and vital health care. 

Railroad workers have certainly taken 
their share of the punches being thrown by 
industry and government. The following 
article will look at what lies behind the rail
road industry's antilabor actions. A future 
article will explore why the railroad unions 
are not effectively resisting this employer 
offensive and outline a strategic course to 
defend our unions, wages, and working 
conditions. 

* * * 
Rail freight and passenger service in the 

United States has declined dramatically 
over the last 50 years. One-quarter of all 
U.S. rail trackage has been abandoned as 
rail carriers dumped lightly. utilized and. 
thereby less profitable routes. The direct 
victims of reduced rail service are smaller 
businesses and family farmers, but indi
rectly everyone ends up paying the higher 
costs of alternate transportation. 

The railroad industry was badly buffet
ted by the economic recessions over the ·· 
past decade. It was particularly hard-hit by 
the 1981-83 downturn. In 1982 alone, 
66,000 rail jobs were lost. Railroad car 
loadings were down by 15 percent last 
year. And the 1982 rate-of-return on in
vestment for the large railroads was only 
2 .. 2 percent- half of what they earned in 

. 1981. 

'Mega-rallroads' envisioned 

To buttress their sagging profits, rail car
riers began to reorganize the industry in the 
early 1970s. Their plan is to restructure the 
nation's entire rail system into a handful of 
"mega-railroads"- giant companies lock
ing up freight hauling over vast stretches of 
the country. 

Key to the success of the plan is a frontal 
assault on rail labor and our unions - in 
particular the United Transportation Union 
(UTU) and Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers (BLE), which organize most 
operating craft workers. Streamlining rail 
operations for maximum profit will require 
the further layoff of tens of thousands of 
rail workers, increased productivity at the 
expense of safety, and significant wage ~e
ductions. Currently near the top of the In

dustry's list is eliminating pro union work 
rules that it took rail labor decades to win. 

Mergers over the past few years have al
ready created a handful of "megaroads." 
The Norfolk Southern (a merger of the 
Norfolk & Western and the Southern), the 
CSX (a merger of the Chessie and the Sea
board Line) , and Conrail are the three East
ern U.S. rail giants. The megaroads 
dominating the Western states include the 
recently merged Union Pacific-Missouri 
Pacific, the Burlington Northern, the 
Southern Pacific, and the Santa Fe. 

A merger between the Southern Pacific 
and the Santa Fe was announced Sep
tember 27. The combination will create the 
nation's third largest railway system with 

Caboose is a vanishing relic on railroads as employers elimina!e job~, worsen. saf~ty 
and working conditions, and drive down wages. Present 7 maJor raalroa~ wall gave 
way to perhaps 3 with proliferation of nonunion, short-line railroads, puttmg further 
pressure on rail unions. 

some 25,000 miles of track. 
In announcing the new merger, Santa Fe 

chairman John Schmidt said the Santa Fe 
was looking into purchasing Conrail. If any 
large eastern railroad company were 
merged with the combined Santa Fe and 
Southern Pacific, it would create the coun
try's only transcontinental rail system con
trolled by a single company. 

"Get ready for SuperRail," an article in 
the June 19 Washington Post began. 

"Over the next decade, a combination of 
mergers driven by intense competition be
tween trucks and railroads will result in a 
few- probably three - super railroads. 
Dozens of smaller branch lines, operated 
by private owners or · state governments, 
will provide feeder service. 

"Railroad experts in government, the in
dustry and the financial world are in un
usual agreement on this scenario .. .. " 

These megaroads will carry the 
maximum amount of freight with the 
minimum size crew over great distances. 
Rail service will go only to those com
panies that can provide large enough loads 
on a regular basis to meet the carriers' prof
it standards. 

"Intermodal freight systems" are to be 
the norm; cargo containers will arrive by 
ship, then be "piggy-backed" on rail cars to 
truck terminals for final. distribution. And 
the carriers are determined to abandon mar
ginally profitable passenger service wher
ever they can. 

'Shorthaul' no substitute 

While the mergers will eliminate rail ser
vice in many locations, a growing number 
of 'shorthaul' railroad companies are buy
ing abandoned trackage. Serving as feeder 
lines to the majorrailroads, they often op
erate only a few dozen miles of track with 
a small work force and a minimum of 
equipment. 

Giant corporations like U.S. Steel, . 
ALCOA, and Owens-111inois have tradi
tionally owned their own railroad sub
sidiaries to carry raw materials and prod
ucts between their factories and main rail 
lines. 

Short-line railroads, however, will play 
a minor role in the industry's reorganiza
tion scenario. Hauling only about 4 percent 
of the nation' s rail freight , they can never 
make up for the service abandoned by the 
major carriers. Their value to the industry 

· lies in shifting the risk of operating less 
profitable routes onto small entrepreneurs 
or local governments - and weakening the 

unionization of rail labor in the bargain: 

"The main key to the success of short
line operations like the Pocono [Northeast 
Railway] or the Brandywine Valley Rail
road in Coatesville, Pa . . .. is that they op
erate with lean staffs, most often nonunion, 
and their employees are free to do whatever 
job needs to be done," an article in the Sep
tember 18 New York Times stated. 

"If a locomotive engineer is out sick, for 
example, his place is taken by a brakeman, 
a mechanic, or even an office worker." 

Not only do such practices undercut 
hard-fought-for safety standards, but 
"deunionizing" even a small section of the 
industry sets a dangerous precedent that the 
large carriers can use against organized rail 
labor. 

Scheme faces obstacles 

The carriers who are pursuing the 
megaroad concept are not simply railroad 
companies. They are owned by large hold
ing companies, including the largest and 
most powerful banks in the United States. 
· The corporate trusts who stand behind 

this plan will realize substantial profits if it 
is successfully carried out. But they face 
big obstac.les. 

A project as vast as this will cost billions 
of dollars in new equipment, roadbeds to 
handle the larger loads, port facilities, and 
efficient terminals. In addition, the rail
roads face resistance from the tens of 
thousands of their workers and others 
whose livelihoods will be sacrificed. 

Especially hard hit will be family farm
ers who are already being driven off their 
land by spiraling costs and interest rates. 
These independent producers who grow a 
large portion of U.S. grain crops are al
ready being forced to shift to expensive 
trucking as the railroads abandon their "in
efficient" spur lines. 

The railroad owners will need help to 
push their plan through - help in the form 
of cash and help in dampening the inevita
ble outcry by those who will suffer from 
this plan. To get that help they are turning 
to Washington,. 

Congress aids rail barons 

Because railroads are so crucial to the 
economy, from the earliest days of the in
dustry rail workers have always been in a 
powerful position to fight for their rights. 
And fight they have. In the late 19th cen
tury strikes by hundreds of thousands of 
rail workers paralyzed the U.S. economy 
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in 1877 and again in 1894. 
In response, the rail barons whose vast ; 

wealth guaranteed them unchallenged in- · 
fluence in Congress pushed through a 
series of antilabor laws beginning with the 
Arbitration Act of 1888. By the 1920s fed
eral legislation had saddled rail workers : 
with the most restrictive antilabor legisla- , 
tion covering any section of the U.S. in
dustrial working class. 

The Railway Labor Act (RLA), which 
governs carrier-labor negotiations today, . 
was passed by Congress in 1926. The RLA 
established a mediation board to pressure 
the unions to settle their disputes with the 
carriers. 

If the rail workers refuse to knuckle 
under to a company's demands, the law re
quires a long process of mediation, includ
ing a provision for binding arbitration. If 
either side rejects arbitration, the dispute 
is put to a three-person Presidential 
Emergency Board appointed by the White 
House. Should the emergency board's re
commendation fail to settle the outstanding 
contract issues, then an additional ~0-day 
"cooling off' period ensues. 

The RLA literally locks rail unions in 
this mediation process for years, while the 
carriers are free to conduct business as 
usual. The final irony is that if the rail 
unions are finally forced to go on strike at 
the end of this lengthy procedure, they face 
emergency congressional legislation forc
ing them back to work. So much for the 
"right to strike," supposedly guaranteed by · 
law. 

In September 1982 members of the 
• Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 

(BLE) shut down more than 117 railroads 
after working without a contract for a year . 
and a half. Within five days Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress ordered the en
gineers back to work,Jorcing the engineers 
to sign a contract giving the rail owners 
just about everything they had demanded. t 

Penn Central bankruptcy 

Wilhin the last decade a new web of fed
eral laws have joined the RLA on the 
books. These. new measures are paving the 
way for a sweeping reorganization of the 
nation's rail system. 

· Among these laws are the Regional Rail 
Reorganization Act of 1973 (3-R Act), the 
1980 Staggers act, and the Northeast Rail 
Services Act of 1981 (NERSA). 1 

The 3-R act formed Conrail and Amtrak ' 
from the ruins of the bankrupt Penn Central 
Railroad and five other ailing northeastern 
roads. The formation of Conrail and Am
trak put the federal government squarely in 
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the center of the rail bosses reorganization 
plans. 

The bankruptcy of the Penn Central 
{ailroad in 1970 was the largest corporate 
ailure in U.S. history. But the Penn Cen
·al did not just fall on hard times - it was 
onsciously bankrupted by its owners in a 
~igantic financial boondoggle. 

To "bail out" the Penn Central's wealthy 
>wners, Congress willingly stepped in and 
)assed the 3-R act, claiming it would pre
;erve jobs and rail service. Freight and 
'assenger service were organized into 
..:onrail. Long distance passenger service 
·as organized under Amtrak. 
Rather than take the Penn Central out of 

1e hands of the rail bosses and financiers 
Jho intentionally ran it into the ground, 
-:ongress rewarded Penn Central's former 
Jwners_,by is.sujng them. ~ .spt<cia,l C:oJlr!!il , 
xind series in ' exchange for rolling stock 
md other equipment. 

A Congressional debate over whether 
he federal government should "get into the 
railroad business" was used to cover up the 
f'acts of who really owned Conrail. 

Both Amtrak and Conrail were set up as 
·'for profit" corporations that handsomely 
ewarded their stock and bond holders over 

;he years . The government stepped in not 
to nationalize the bankrupt lines, but to as
,ume the enormous costli of upgrading the 
systems' track and equipment. 

Since 1976 this bailout for big business 
has cost taxpayers nearly $7 billion -
'!bout $3.3 billion going . to pay off the 
1ankrupt lines' old owners. 

Few would argue that this country's de
teriorating rail system desperately needs 
• nodernizing. But labor has no stake in the 
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current reorganization plans of big busi
ness - plans based on boosting profits 
through cutting service and wringing con-

. cessions from the unions representing rail 
workers. · 

By the late 1970s the railroad industry 
and Washington began a direct attack on 
railroad workers using Conrail and Amtrak 
as the cutting edge of their campaign. Cit
ing the huge government outlays for the 
two lines, the industry and government 
claimed they were losing money because 
the work force was too large and work 
rules too lenient. Conrail and Amtrak 
unions were "featherbedding," a time-hon
ored charge management makes against 
rail labor every time they seek concessions 
from their workers . 

The unions were warned that they would 
have to accept big cuts in wages and work
ing conditions ·in order to· '-'save"-• Conrail 
and Amtrak - and by implication the jobs 
of thousands of workers. 

Conrail brakemen belonging to the 
United Transportation Union (UTU) were 
among the first rail workers in the country 
forced to sign a "crew consist" agreement 
- a cost saving measure that redtrces the 
size of train crews to a point that jeopar
dizes safe train operation. Shortly after the 
1979 Conrail agreement was signed, the 
profitable Burlington Northern demanded a 
similar concession from its workers. 

With the onset of the 1981 recession; 
employers stepped . up their demands for 
more concessions. Washington again took 
the lead. In April 1981 the Reagan admin
istration cited Conrail and Amtrak deficits 
to threaten an immediate halt to govern
ment subsidies and a forced sale of Conrail 
to private industry . 

Reagan's threat to sell government hoi{J
ings in Conrail, regardless of the conse
quences to Conrail workers and the public , 
netted additional concessions from the 
unions. Labor givebacks included $200 
million a year for three years in "deferred" 
wages and unprecedented changes in work 
rules that the unions had won over many 
decades . 

Relentless pressure over the past two 
years forced Amtrak engi:neers to give up· 
the hard-won "100-mile rule"- a method 
of paying engineers · that encouraged the 
carriers to keep workers within relatively 
easy reach of their homes . 

The UTU leadership recently agreed to 
allow the elimination of cabooses on some 
trains, not only on Conrail but nationally. 
The caboose is a key safety feature in rail 
transportation, but a very expensive one 
from the owners' po~nt of view. 

The employers' promise that all of these 
givebacks, and many more besides, would 
save jobs was nothing more than empty 
propaganda. The Conrail work force was 
nearly 100,000 in 1976. By April 1982 it 
had been trimmed to 58 ,750 and to 39,957 
by April 1983. Since 1981 Conrail has 
abandoned more than 2,000 miles of track 
with Washington 's blessing. 

Conrail on auction block 

Congress - under the guise of rescuing 
Conrail and Amtrak from the drastic steps 
threatened by the Reagan administration 
passed another piece of antilabor rail legis
lation in August 1981 . The Northeast Rail 
Services Act.(NERSA) contained two main 
provisions. 

The first phase of NERSA ordered Con
rail to turn over its commuter passenger op
erations to local agencies by January 1983. 
This part of the law had twin objectives. 
One was to pare down Conrail to a stream
lined freight-hauling system in line with 
the industry's overall profit-making reor
ganization plans. The other objective was 
to force the unions to sign new agreements 
with local operating authorities, who could 
argue that labor should curb its demands or 
be prevented from striking "for the public 
good." 

The second phase of NERSA required 
that U.S. government oversight of Conrail 
be ended by June 1984 and that Conrail 
stock, temporarily being held by the gov
ernment, be sold to the highest bidder. 

Local authorities have used the transfer 
of commuter lines from Conrail to· force 
big concessions from rail workers in the 
Northeast. In Philadelphia the local operat
ing authority, SEPT A, launched an open 
campaign to break the unions. Members of 
the Brotherhood of Railway and Airline 
Clerks were locked out of their jobs and re
placed by no~union workers. 

About half the former Conrail workers in 
Philadelphia ended up working for 
SEPT A. Rail service in Philadelphia was 
cut back drastically along with the wages 

. and benefits of the remaining workers . 
Long rail strikes in New York and New 

Jersey early in 1983 couldn't prevent 

former Conrail commuter workers from 
suffering defeats there either. 

New Jersey engineers had to accept a 
plan that eliminated pay for time spent 
waiting for return runs at outlying points. 
Wage increases granted by the New York 
and New Jersey transit authorities won 't 
keep pace with inflation. Some crafts even 
accepted wage freezes. Cost-of-living 
clauses were struck down. 

Hardest hit will be Black and women rail 
workers. The few affirmative-action hiring 
gains that brought women and Blacks into 
engineer and fireman jobs in the late 1970s 
have been virtually wiped out. 

Many rail workers thought the NERSA
mandated change-over would be a better 
deal. After all, they asked, how could any
thing be worse than Conrail? Having al
ready given up 12 percent of their wages 
each year to prote~t their jobs, they were 
stunned and angry at the new concessions 
the transit authorities extracted. 

Since January 1983 union members have 
been fighting an uphill battle to ward off 
these new attacks. But it is likely that most 
of these new concessions will stiCk. 

Powerful precedent 

Although these blows have fallen on 
Conrail and Amtrak workers, they are 
aimed at all rail workers. Indeed, all U.S. 
industrialists and financiers are watching 
closely in order to gauge the attitudes and 
fighting ability of the labor movement as a 
whole. 

From the employers' point of view, the 
list of givebacks wrung from rail workers 
in the Northeast is truly impressive. Car
riers are hailing these concessions as 
heralding a new era in railroading. The 
temptation to drive through similar conces
sions elsewhere in the rail industry will be 
irresistible. 

Gus Welty, labor editor of Railway Age, 
an industry magazine, took note of the 
handwriting on the wall in the Nov. 8, 
1982, issue. Commenting enthusiastically 
on the BLE's giveback of mileage pay in 
their new contract with Amtrak, Welty 
wrote: 

"But no matter how you cut it, no matter 
what arguments can be mustered, the fact 
remains that through peaceful negotiations 
Amtrak and the BLE have changed a pat
tern that existed for more than 60 years. 
Precedent has been set - and precedent 
can be powerful." • 

Unfortunately, railroad workers through 
their unions have been unable to mount an 
effective defense against this onslaught. 
Moreover, the leadership of rail labor in 

. most cases has actively promoted the con
cessions. Why these leaderships act in di
rect opposition to the needs of their mem
bers and what strategy we need to fight 
back will be the subject of the next article . . 

Jim Gotesky is a former Conrail electrician 
now working f or Metro North Commuter 
Railroad in New York. He is a member of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Union Local 817. 
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Can 'employee-owned' plants 
operate in labor's interest? 
Weirton Steel 'bought' by workers; wages cut 

Weirton Steel is now largest "employee-owned" com
pany in country. 

BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 
In late September, workers at the giant 

steel mill in Weirton, West Virginia voted 
to buy the plant from its former owner, Na
tional Steel. By a margin of more than 80 
percent the steelworkers approved an Em
ployee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) thus 
creating the Weirton Steel Corp., the 
largest "employee-owned" company in the 
country. 

Steelworkers at Weirton voted over
whelmingly for the plan as the only.road 
they saw open to them to try to save their 
jobs. Early in 1982 National Steel an
nounced that it would no longer make any 
significant investment in the Weirton mill. 
The company said the plant was making 
"inadequate profits." 

The implications were painfully clear to 
steelworkers and the residents of Weirton, 
which is economically dependent on the 
plant. At one time 12,000 workers were 
employed there. Today 7, 100 are working 
and another 2,600 are laid off. 

National's decision not to invest any 
more money in the mill meant one of two 
things .Either the plant would be converted 
to a much smaller finishing mill - with a 
significantly reduced work force. Or it 
would be shut down entirely. 

Faced with choices like these, many 
workers voted for the ESOP proposal. 

This decision will be of interest to many 
other workers. It will be of particular in
terest to other steelworkers who have been 
facing tough times and now see more signs 
that things may .get worse before they get 
better. · 

"U.S. Steel's New Strategy is Likely to 
Result in Several Big Plant Closings by 
Year-End," reported a recent headline in 
the Wall Street Journal. There is little 
"new," however, about U.S. Steel's strat
egy or that of any other major steel produc
er. They have all been closing their less 
profitable operations in order to make their 
companies "more efficient" and raise their 
rate of profit. 

For the same reason, a new merger is in 
the works in the corporate board rooms of 

. the steel barons. Republic Steel and the 
LTV Corp. (itself a product of a previous 
merger between Jones and Laughlin Steel 
and the Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. in 
1978) are preparing to combine operations. 

capitalism, the only companies that stay in 
business are those that make a big enough 
profit. This profit drive is aimed directly 
against the wages, benefits, and other 
needs of workers. 

The same economic laws are at work at 
the new Weirton Steel Corp. despite the 
fact that it is now "employee-owned." In 
order to persuade the banks to loan the 
money to buy the plant, the workers had to 
agree to lhe following: 

• A wage roll-back to August 1982 
levels. 

• A six-year wage freeze. 
• An end to cost-of-living protection, to 

be replaced by a "profit-sharing" plan- if 
and when there are any profits. 

• An agreement not to strike for six 
years. 

• Substantial modification of vacation, 
overtime, and supplemental unemploy
ment benefits. 

There is not much to distinguish this 
contract from dozens of other concession 
deals like those imposed on Chr)rsler work
ers in 1979 or on other steelworkers earlier 
this year. The fact that Weirton Steel is 
now "employee owned" doesn't make it 
any better. The effect of concessions is the 
same under "worker" capitalism or plain 
old "traditional" capitalism .. 

But there is one thing about concessions 
that are part of an ESOP deal that is worse 
than most other concession contracts . In 
the case of a privately owned corporation it 
is clear that it is the capitalists who are 
forcing the bad terms on the workers. An 
ESOP plan takes the capitalists off the 
hook. It creates the illusion that it is the 
workers themselves who have made the de
cision in the interests of "their" company. 

In fact, the concessions at Weirton were 
imposed just as much by big-business in
terests as were those at Chrysler and else
where. At Chrysler the banks simply said 
openly that they would not loan Chrysler 
money unless the workers sacrificed. 

At Weirton too the banks only agreed to 
loan the funds if workers agreed to conces
sions. But the bankers were able to cast 
themselves in the false role of "helping" 
the workers to buy "their own" company. 

Not end of problem 

The more that workers are persuaded of 
this illusion the more they will be inclined 
to go along with more givebacks as new 

demands come up. 
Therefore this initial concession contract 

is not the end of the problem for Weirton 
workers. It is only the beginning. As the 
Wall Street Journal observed, "the new 
Weirton Steel Corp. will face some of the 
same problems that prompted National to 
offer to sell the giant complex." 

The new company will have to compete 
with other steel corporations for a share of 
the market for its product- sheet and strip 
steel. In order to compete effectively it will 
have to hold down costs. That doesn't 
mean only keeping wages down. It also 
means not spending "too much" on health 
and safety or pollution controls for in
stance. 

The same approach will probably lead to 
speed up on the floor of the mill. Workers 
can expect to hear that they have to work 
faster and in smaller crews - and con
sequently more dangerously - in order to 
help "their" company compete with the 
other steel corporations. 

What about the 2,600 workers who are 
laid off? If the plant was really going to be 
operated in the interest of the workers, 
those on lay off would be recalled im
mediately. But this is not likely. These 
workers will not have a job any faster than 
they would have if · National Steel still 
owned the plant. They were laid off in 
order to protect profits. "Employee
owned" or not, the mill's managers will not 
call them back if that cuts into profits. 

Furthermore, if it can't get enough or
ders, the new "employee-owned" company 
may have to lay off more workers. 

Worker control? 

Any thought that such problems might 
be avoided because workers will control 
the new corporation is mistaken. Even if 
the entire board of directors was made up 
of rank-and-file workers, the basic laws of 
the capitalist system would still be at work. 
If the "worker-managers" resolved the con
flicts in favor of workers' needs and 
against protecting profits, the plant would 
not make enough money. Consequently, 
the banks would refuse to invest or make 
loans . And the plant would have to go out 
of business. 

However, in point of fact, there will be 
no workers control of any meaningful sort 
at all in the new corporation. The new 
board of · directors was picked by the 

Wall Street is pleased. "The ultimate 
'Conclusion . . . will be extremely favora
ble," says one steel industry analyst. "The 
new company will keep the newer plants, 
close the older ones and end up with a 
lower break-even point and a higher profit 
margin." 

Subscribe to New International 
The ultimate conclusion for steelworkers 

will be very unfavorable. Once again they 
will pay the price in thousands of lost jobs. 
So it is understandable that faced with this 
prospect, some workers tum to proposals 
such as the ESOP at Weirton. Unfortu
nately, such schemes ·cannot protect steel
workers from the effects of the employers' 
drive for profits. 

Worker capitalism 

"This is worker capitalism, not worker 
management," explained Joshua Gotbaum, 
an official of Lazard Freres & Co., the 
Wall Street investment banking firm . that 
put the Weirton ESOP proposal together 
and· persuaded the banks to loan the money 
to make it possible. "If this thing is going 
to work," warned Gotbaum, "no matter 
who owns it, it's going to have to be run 
like a business. "1 

This frank remark gets at the heart of the 
problem for Weirton's workers. Under 
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Lazard Freres investment firm. It has one 
worker representative- Walter Bish, the 
president of the plant's Independent Steel
workers Union (this is one of the few basic 
steel mills in the country not organized by 
the United Steelworkers of America). 
Whatever his intentions, Bish will be un
able to do any more to defend workers' in
terests than Douglas Fraser was able to ac
complish as a member of the Chrysler 
board of directors. Fraser's seat at Chrysler 
only created the illusion of worker rep
resentation. 

Furthermore, while the steelworkers at 
Weirton have taken a wage cut, the com
pany's new chief executive officer will 
take in a cool $300,000 a year or more. The 
framers of the ESOP proposal at Lazard 
Freres felt such a large salary is needed "to 
secure an executive of the necessary ability 
and prominence." Just another reminder 
that at employee-owned Weirton, as at all 
other capitalist enterprises, it is only work
ers who are expected to sacrifice. 

Bad job better than no job? 

Despite these problems posed by the 
ESOP scheme, many Weirton workers 
came to the conclusion that a job with a bad 
contract was better than no job at all. 

This is an understandable sentiment. But 
it is nonetheless a fact that this very argu
ment has been used against workers and 
unions for years . 

The employers have always used the 
threat of unemployment to pressure work
ers into accepting whatever wages and ben
efits the boss is prepared to pay. Workers 
on strike frequently hear that they shoul~ 
just be happy to have a job. The employers 
commonly argue that if strikers don't re
turn to the job, the bosses can find other 
workers who will. 

Once workers accept this line of thinking 
it is downhill from there. One concession 
often leads to another and the result over 
time is a lower standard of living . 

If steelworkers and the entire labor 
movement are to really preserve jobs and 
maintain union rights and benefits that 
have been won in the past, another alterna
tive must be found. 

Any Weirton workers who turned to the 
official leadership of the U.S. labor move
ment didn't finq any helpful ideas. The ap
proach of most of these union officials is to 
start with those proposals that can help 
make the corporations - and the entire 
capitalist economy - "work better." This 
in tum, is supposed to help workers too. 

But this approach hits the same dead end 
as the ESOP scheme. Because, as we have 
shown, helping a capitalist enterprise 
"work better" means workers accepting 
any number of concessions- up to and in
cluding acceptance of the loss of jobs of 
those workers a corporation deems un
necessary. In fact the ESOP idea is just 
another variant of this approach. 

What alternative? 

The working class can not control, re
form, or improve the basic economic laws 
of capitalism that lead the employers to at
tack workers rights. But what it can do is 
fight uncompromisingly for demands that 
protect workers fmm the impact of the 
capitalist drive for profit. The unions can 
begin with the idea that it is the employers 
- not workers- who should pay the price 
of the economic crisis. 

The struggle to protect jobs and defend 
workers rights can only be successful if it 
is waged by workers as a class - that is by 

Continued on next page 



'Marroquin's fight is larger than his asylum' 
Kansas City Labor Council endorses socialist's fight for political asylum 

The foUowing article appeared in the 
September 23 Kansas City Labor 
Beacon, published by the Greater Kan
sas City, Missouri, Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO. The Labor Council heard a 
presentation from Hector Marroquin on 
September 13. The delegate body of the 
council then voted a resolution of sup
port for Marroquin and directed the 
council officers to send the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service a letter to 
that effect. 

BY DREW MENDELSON 
In the case of Hector Marroquin the 

paperwork is beginning to pile up. 
It is now nine years since the young po

litical activist fled his native Mexico to es
cape murder charges in the death of a uni
versity librarian. He is an avowed Marxist 
and a union organizer. Neither calling has 
endeared Marroquin to the U.S. govern
ment. 

In 1974 Marroquin asked the United 
States to grant him political asylum. It is an 
issue which the U.S. government would 
rather not face . Mexico is an ally and a 
trading partner of the United States. As a 
rule, political refugees come from coun
tries such as the Soviet Union, whose polit
ical systems are an anathema to ours. 

Political refugees seek asylum here for a 
variety of reasons: to escape persecution, 
to avoid being jailed as political prisoners, 
even to escape death. 

Is Marroquin in such a situation? He 
claims to have been framed in the murder. 
Friends of his implicated in the 1974 mur
der were arrested and either died or disap
peared without trials. The Mexican gov
ernment has repeatedly asked for Marro
quin's return. He says that he fears for his 
life if he is made to go back, and that the 
record of political repression in Mexico is 
clear enough to give him reason to fear. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice (INS) has refused to classify him a po
litical refugee and,prdered his deportation. 
Slowly during the past 10 years, the case 
has wound its way through the courts. Mar
roquin's last resort is the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which has granted certiorari to the 
case so as to consider it for review. A deci
sion is expected at any time. 

Marroquin's friends are already search
ing for another friendly country for him to 
move to if the deportation order is upheld. 

Marroquin became involved in the U.S. 
labor movement shortly after his arrival in 
this nation. He became involved in an or
ganizing campaign at Texas Coca Cola 
bottling plant. Subsequently he has 
traveled over the U.S. as a speaker and on 
behalf of union workers' rights. 

Early on, according to one of the docu
ments in the growing paper pile, Marro-

quin aroused the wrath of the INS. 
"The government responded (to Marro

quin's organizing work) by trying to deport 
(him) back to Mexico. Since both the U.S. 
and Mexican governments are influenced 
by J;llany of the same multinational corpo
rations, there is a mutual interest in throt
tling dissent in Mexico," remarked the 
United Auto Workers publication "Solidar
ity" in 1979. 

Since that time, Marroquin has garnered 
the backing of a large number of labor or
ganizations. Several chapters of the Coali
tion of Labor Union Women have written 
the INS to protest Marroquin's deportation 
order. 

The New Orleans chapter stated, "By 
deporting those political refugees who dis
agree with U.S. policies and· granting 
asylum to those who further our own gov
ernment's objectives, the Reagan Adminis
tration has reduced our immigration law to 
a political weapon." 

The Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers, AFL-CIO, has urged the depor
tation order be lifted, as have local unions 
of the American Federation of Government 
Workers, the UA W, the United Steelwork
ers and a large number of other unions. 

Why is labor lending its support to Mar
roquin? He is , after all, a Marxist, and U.S. 
labor has not embraced Marxism or 
found much to like about Communist 
philosophy. Labor in this country is firmly 
in the mainstream of liberal American poli
tics . 

Labor is concerned, though, about the 
exploitation of workers in Third World 
countries: Wage rates in Central America, 

Hector Marroquin (right) is making special effort to talk with unionists to build de
fense of his right to asylum. Many farm workers face deportation and discrimination; 
they welcome his challenge to immigration authorities. 

Asia, and the Far East are a pittance, and 
workers have little right or opportunity to 
organize. Because of this, U.S. corpora
tions take their work out of the country, 
and American workers suffer. The issue is 
nofpolitics as much as it is workers' rights. 

Marroquin's struggle is a struggle 
which, if lost, is likely to further dampen 
the ability of foreign workers to forin 
unions and obtain fair wage rates. 

Too, if unions are suppressed in the 
Third World and wages stay low, Amer
ican jobs are jeopardized. In a different 
context, it has been said that those who 
compete against slave labor are forced to 
accept the conditions of slave labor. 

American unions know that if they must 
compete against the low wage, non-union 
labor of the Third World, they must accept 
the conditions prevalent in the Third 
World. 

Thus Marroquin's fight is one much 
larger than just his desire for asylum and 
the right to free expression. It is a fight to 
change the way in which the government 
treats political refugees, particularly those 
working for labor rights. 

No walls will come crashing down if 
Marroquin wins this fight . No historical 
marker will be established, only a rededi. 
cation of America's goal of freedom for 
all. 

Plant closing angers Birmingham workers 
. BYDEE ROBBINS 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - September 1 
Connors Steel shut its doors on more than 
500 steelworkers after they vo~d against 
the third giveback contract in a little over a 
year. The mood at Connors was anger. 

Workers there see the closing as part of 
a nationwide union-busting drive. Some 
told the Militant they expect the plant will 
reopen nonunion within a year. They Cited 
recent retooling for new production lines 
and the company's purchase of more real 
estate near the plant. · 

Workers at Connors had taken a 12 per
cent pay cut in July 1982 and another 20 
percent cut last March. Now company offi
cials were demanding a three-year wage 
freeze, an end to cost-of-living· increases, 
no shift differentials , elimination of two 
paid holidays, and cuts in vacations and 
pensions. Workers told me this amounted 

to a cumulative 40 percent cut in wages and 
benefits. 

Steelworkers voted the concessions 
down twice. After the first vote., the parent 
company, H.K. Porter lric. of Pittsburgh, 
announced it would close Connors. A peti
tion was circulated for a revote under the 
guise that workers had "thought Connors 
was bluffing." 

Despite company threats and a media 
campaign branding them as greedy and ir
responsible, steelworkers rejected the con
tract by an even greater margin- nearly 
two to one - in the second vote. 

Workers interviewed by the Militant 
said a key reason was the "30-day clause." 
This would allow the company to cancel 
the contract and close the plant at any time 
with only 30 days notice. "Our insurance 
would be canceled, we'd lose our rights to 
paid vacations for 1984, and the guys who 
are within two years of getting their pen-

sions wouldn't be eligible for them," one 
steelworker said. 

Another worker told the media, "I gave 
up $6,000 a year but the price of a loaf of 
bread hasn't come down a dime." 

This sentiment against more concessions 
outraged the local press. A Birmingham 
News editorial called union leaders "a few 
unreasonable and wrongheaded men" and 
said the . workers "would rather be un
employed than have a job." 

News media repeatedly claimed Con
nors steelworkers made $15 an hour even 
after earlier givebacks. Workers at the 
plant gate told me the real figure averages 
about $8. 

"The media is out to make us look 
mean," one steelworker told me, "that 
we're out to blow the place up. They've 
been searching us as we go into the plant 
these last couple of weeks because of an al
leged bomb threat. It's a management thing 
to make union members out to be violent." 

Are 'employee-owned' plants in labor's interest? The two Democratic Party candidates in 
the October 11 mayoralty race, incumbent 
Richard Arrington and City Council Presi
dent John Katopodis, didn' t have a word of 
support for the Connors workers' fight for 
job security and a living wage. 

Continued from preceding page 
all workers together. It cannot be done 
plant by plant or industry by industry. Un
employment is a social problem that re
quires a broad political solution. 

As an immediate measure, the labor 
movement should demand that the govern
ment provide unemployment compensation 
at the rate of union wages, for as long as a 
worker remains out of work. 

Similarly, the government should also 
provide free health care and medical insur
ance. A family's right to be free of disease 
or to receive adequate treatment for in
juries, should not be dependent on whether 
or not a particular company keeps a worker 
on the job. The money to pay for these pro
grams can be taken directly from the mas
sive, bloated war budget. 

Especially key is for the labor movement 
to demand that the workweek be shortened 
with no reduction in pay. This would 
spread the available work around and pro
vide a job for everyone who wants one. It 
would mean that workers could benefit, 
rather than be victimized, by the applica
tion of new labor-saving technology. 

The employers 'would balk, just as they 
resisted the labor movement's demand for 
the eight-hour day. And the Democrats and 

Republicans would join them. 
But that is what unions are for - to or

ganize workers to fight back effectively 
against the capitalists and their government 
when they deny workers those reasonable 
demands that would help assure a decent 
standard of living. 

Nationwide political fight 

Fighting for a 30-hour workweek at 40 
hours pay would be a far better safeguard 
of workers' jobs at Weirton - and 
everywhere else - than the ESOP plan 
will be. But the Weirton workers could not 
fight and win this on their own. 

Nor could workers at any other plant. 
Any company - including those which are 
"employee-owned" - instituting a shorter 
workweek while its competitors retained 
the 40-hour week, could not compete ef
fectively and would go out of business. 

The only way to win the shorter work
week, and adequate unemployment and 
health insurance too, is to fight for it 
throughout the country and in every indus
try . This would require a political battle 
against both the employers and the govern
ment. 

Winning these demands would require 
mobilizing working-class power in an ac-

tion campaign conducted in the spirit of the 
recent August 27 march on Washington for 
jobs, peace, and freedom, or the massive 
Solidarity Day demonstration of two years 
ago. Just like the fight for the eight-hour 
day, it would require marches, rallies, 
pickets, and strike action where necessary . 
That would benefit the labor movement. It 
would get the unions into action and 
mobilize workers for further struggle. 

To those workers faced with the im
mediate danger of the loss of their jobs -
as the Weirton workers were - this may 
not seem like a very realistic alternative. 
And it is true that no such campaign is 
being organized today. 

However, if workers limit themselves to 
considering only those proposals and 
ideas, such as ESOPs, that are considered 
"realistic" at this time, then there is no way 
out of the dead end of simply trying to 
make the system work better. 

The challenge to those workers who are 
determined to find a way to defend their 
class from the employers' attacks, is to 
develop a strategy that can break out of this 
trap. That strategy must start with a pro
gram that is aimed not at making capitalism 
work better - because it is already work
ing in the only way it can - but at protect
ing and defending working people. 

Although both claimed to be campaign
ing against unemployment, neither con
demned Connors for robbing the workers 
for more than a year and then shutting the 
plant down. 

On the other hand, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate Sonja Franeta actively sup
ported the Connors workers and spoke out 
against the company's blackmail . 

"Contrary to what the bosses tell us, the 
Connors workers have learned that conces
sions don' t save jobs," she said. "Conces
sions weaken the labor movement, the only 
force that can fight for jobs. 

"Saying no to. company giveback de
Iflands is the fi rst ·step toward building a 
strong union movement that can really 
fight for jobs - for demands such as a 
shorter workweek with no loss in pay, and 
a massive public works program instead of 
today's war spending." 

For the past several months the Militant 
had been sold weekly at the Connors plant 
gate. Usually two or three papers were 
sold. One worker bought the pamphlet, 
Steelworkers Under Attack . 

The final week before the plant closed 
10 Militants were sold. 
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NOW convention discusses racism, anti-Semitism 
The recent national conference of the National Organi

zation for Women (NOW) had an important discussion 
on the need for the women's rights movement to be part 
of the fight against racism and to follow up on current 
openings to recruit Black, Latina, Asian-American, and 
Native American women to NOW. The conference pass-

The caucus organizers also expressed their hostility to 
the discussion in NOW on making the recruitment of 
more Black women a primary goal of the organization. 

Some women who genuinely oppose both racism and 
anti-Semitism and supported the minority women's reso
lution were confused. 

build a democratic, secular Palestine. 
Blacks also tend to be more opposed to U.S. aid to Is

rael , just like they tend to be more supportive of the 
Equal Rights Amendment , affirmative action, and other 
progressive measures. . 

The U.S. ruling class- and many pro-Zionist spokes
people - try to drive a wedge between oppressed 
nationalities and Jews. They would like to convince 
Blacks that it' s Jews - not the ruling class- who are re
sponsible for the rotten housing and working conditions 
and poor quality of goods and services in the Black com
munities. 

It's important for feminist fighters to be able to take on 
these charges because they are designed to divide and 
disrupt our movement. 

WOMEN 
IN REVOLT 

Is the struggle against racism counterposed to the 
struggle against anti-Semitism? 

No. To the contrary, every blow against racist pre
judice and discrimination also weakens anti-Jewish 
bigotry . 

And they tell Jews that every advance for Black people 
conflicts with the interests of Jewish people. 

Margaret jayko Racism is rooted in the same class system that foments 
anti-Semitism- the capitalist system. Jews have histor

. ically been used by the ruling class as scapegoats for the 
social ills of the private-profit system. 

Thus , groups like B'nai B' rith campaign against 
affirmative action quotas and community control of 
schools in Black and Latino neighborhoods - demands 
directed at achieving equality for Blacks and Latinos . 

ed an important resolution that committed NOW to doing 
just that. 

This was spurred by NOW's participation in the mas
sive August 27 march on Washington for jobs, peace, 
and freedom . 

Ultra-right, anti-woman, forces such as the Ku Klux 
Klan and the Nazis are anti-Semitic as well as racist and 
have stepped up their violence against synagogues as 
well as against the homes of Black people . 

One aspect of the confusion at the NOW conference is 
that the term used to include Black, Latina, Puerto Rican, 
Chicano, and Asian-American women is "minority" 
women . Special outreach to these women is necessary , 
however, not because they are minorities, but because of 
their oppression based on race. A small number of women at the conference spoke 

against this perspective. 
They sought to cover their opposition by counterpos

ing a struggle against anti-Semitism to fighting racism. 
On the plenary floor, this took the form of baiting sup

porters of the "minority women's" resolution by asking 
whether Jewish women were included in the term 
"minority women." 

In fact, at the workshop on racism, a woman from 
Brown University reported that after a series of racist and 
anti-Semitic attacks on that campus, Black and Jewish 
students discussed the need for joint protest activity to 
defend themselves . 

Are Blacks anti-Semites? 

Jewish women are also a minority. But Jews are not a 
nationally oppressed group in this country . There is dis
crimination against Jews. 

No. In fact, Blacks are a key ally for Jewish people to 
seek out in combatting anti-Semitism. Black rights or
ganizations are also opponents of anti-Semitic acts. 

In the workshop titled "Why is Racism a Feminist 
Issue" one of the same women said the real racists are 
Blacks, who, she said, are anti-Semitic. 

The charge that Blacks are anti-Jewish is an attempt to 
derail the growing understanding that the fight against ra
cism is central for women today. 

The heavily working-class composition of the op
pressed nationalities in this country , their long history of 
organized, militant struggle , their advanced conscious
ness on progressive social issues , and the pivotal role that 
racism plays in propping up the entire capitalist system, 
make it absolutely necessary for NOW to consciously 
orient toward recruiting large numbers of these sisters . What was behind these remarks was made crystal clear 

at a Jewish Women's Caucus that some of the women or
ganized. 

There they repeated the charges made by the B'nai 
B'rith Anti-Defamation League and other pro-Zionist or
ganizations that the August 27 march was anti-Semitic 
because its demands included opposition to Washing
ton's military role in the Mideast. 

It is also directed against the fact that many Blacks 
condemn the racist, colonial-settler state oflsrael, which 
works hand-in-glove with U.S . imperialism to back reac
tionary regimes all over the world, from El Salvador to 

NOW should also oppose anti-Semitism. We must 
point out that the fight against anti-Semitism is totally 
bound up with the fight against racism, sexism, and 
working-class exploitation . Understanding this will help 
make many Jewish women staunch supporters of NOW's 
efforts to reach out to sisters of the oppressed 
nationalities. 

·south Africa to Lebanon. 
Based on their own struggle against oppression in this 

country , Blacks as a whole tend to be more supportive of 
the Palestinian struggle to regain their homeland and 

·Puerto Rican Senate exposes activity of killer cops 
Continued from Page 9 

The PNP minority was not happy with 
this, especially with the television cover
age of the hearings. Romero Barcelo ranted 
about what he dubbed the "political circus" 
going on in the Senate. The "Maravilla
gate" broadcasts have attracted more view-· 
ers than the very popular afternoon soap 
operas. 

The Senate hearings have confirmed that 
the government "investigations" of the 
Cerro Maravilla incident attempted to 
cover up the murders. Puerto Rican Justice 
Department officials admitted that serious -
"errors" permeated these investigations. 

One of the main witnesses, . the former 
agent Jesus Quinones Quinones, declared 
that on two occasions Justice Department 
officials tried to bribe him into changing 
his account of the incident. 

Gimenez' injunction and the hearings were 
resumed on September 7. 

The incident with the injunction pro
voked a heated discussion on the island 
over the role played by the U.S. District 
Court of Puerto Rico, whose proceedings 
are all in English and whose decisions are 
based on U.S. precedents. 

Severo Colberg, Speaker of the Puerto 
Rican Senate, has called for the ouster of 
the U.S. District Court from the island, 
labeling it "an enclave which serves the in
terests of the U.S. government's im
perialistic work." 

Seek immunity 

Several of the police agents involved in 
the Cerro Maravilla events have testified 
before the Senate since September 7. They 
generally clung to the government's ver
sion of the incident, claiming the two pro
independence youths were shot in self-de-

fense, and that only one volley of shots was 
fired. 

However, inconsistencies and contradic
tions in their testimonies have forced the 
U.S . Justice Department to reo,pen the in
vestigation on the Cerro Maravilla inci
dent, as the coverup is rapidly unfolding. 

In addition, three important witnesses 
have requested immunity from perjury 
charges so they can tell things they "had 
not dared to tell before," as one of them 
explained. 

Miguel Marte Rufz had been working at 
the tower on Cerro Maravilla on the day of 
the killings. Until now, he has claimed he 
heard only one volley of shots , supporting 
the cops; version of the incident. Modesto 
Delgado, supervisor of the television sta
tion employing Marte at the time, spoke 
with him immediately after the killings and 
apparently has been holding back some 
crucial information. These two have al-

ready been granted immunity. 
A third witness, one of the police agents 

who participated in the Cerro Maravilla op
eration, requested immunity and the pro
tection of the Senate. The Senate voted Oc
tober 3 to grant him immunity in a special 
session called a few hours after the request 
was made. 

On October 4, in an attempt to at least 
temporarily paralyze the hearings, four 
agents refused to testify before the Senate. 
They face civil contempt charges which 
could entail spending a few months in jail. 

The Puerto Rican colonial government 
and its boss in the United States thought 
five years ago they could easily cover up 
and forget the cold-blooded murder of two 
young fighters for independence. They 
found out , much to their distaste, that even 
after several so-called investigations ab
solving the police of any wrongdoing, the 
Puerto Rican people would not let the issue 
die . 

Puerto Rico's Justice Department found 
it hard to remain quiet while charges where 
piled against it during the Senate hearings. 
On June 25 then Secretary of Justice Hec
tor Reichard announced that he was nam
ing a special committee of people outside 
his department to investigate the role 
played by the department' s agents and offi
cials in investigating the Cerro Maravilla 
case. 

Anti-Semitic violence at Yeshiva University 

The governor at first gave the impression 
that he supported Reichard's action, but a 
month later he asked for Reichard's resig
nation. Puerto Rico's secretary of state, 
Carlos Quiros, explained that Reichard 
"could not integrate himself with the gov
ernment team and preferred to work inde
pendently." 

District judge places obstacle 

The Senate hearings were interrupted 
July 12, a little less than a month after start
ing, when U.S. District Court Judge Juan 
Perez Gimenez placed an injunction on the 
Senate hearings, preventing the Judicial 
Committee of the Senate from calling the 
cops involved in the Cerro Maravilla kill
ings to testify in public. 

The judge claimed that this would inter
fere with civil suits brought by the relatives 
of Soto Arrivi and Rosado against these 
cops. 

The Senate responded with an appeal to 
the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Bos
ton, which has .jurisdiction over Puerto 
Rico. 

The appeals court overruled Perez 

BY STEPHEN BRIDE 
NEW YORK - Authorities now admit 

the same gun was used in a series of sniper 
attacks on Jewish youths here that began 
last June and have so far left one person 
dead. 

Breaking an official silence, Police 
Commissioner Robert McGuire announced 
September 20 that ballistics tests had 
shown the weapon, a high-powered 
semiautomatic rifle , had been fired in four 
separate incidents, three of which involved 
students at Yeshiva University. 

Yeshiva, with an enrollment of7 ,000, is 
the country's largest Jewish university. 

"We can speculate," McGuire said, 
"that the shootings were anti-Semitic." 

A spokesman for the university, Samuel 
Harstein, seemed rather more certain. "We 
have to accept," he declared the same day, 
"that these are attacks by an anti-Semitic 
gang or individual that has his mind set on 
attacks on Jewish students." 

In fact, the pattern of assaults leaves lit
tle room for doubt. 

• June 7: Four shots are fired at the 
main building at Yeshiva, located in the 
Bronx. No injuries are reported. 

• June 9: Six shots are fired at Jewish 
Memorial Hospital , also in the Bronx. 
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Again, no injuries. 
• June 22: A sniper opens up on the 

B'Teavon restaurant, one block from 
Yeshiva, firing 20 shots . This time three 
Yeshiva students are wounded. 

• September 18: Lucille Rivera, 37, is 
killed - police believe mistakenly - on 
the Cross Bronx Expressway by a bullet 
fired from an entrance ramp. The assassin 
then puts a bullet into the car behind Riv
era's, which carries five Yeshiva Univer
sity High School students. One, Donald 
Spilky, is wounded; a second student, it 
turns out, was also in the B 'Tea von during 
the June 22 attack. 

In the expressway killing , police ob
tained descriptions of a car parked at the 
entrance ramp and of its lone male occup
ant. Witnesses to the B'Teavon shooting, 
however, say at least four persons were in
volved, suggesting an anti-Semitic organi
zation might be behind the attacks. 

Although police have now stepped up 
patrols at Yeshiva, their earlier inaction 
forced the university to lay out $250,000 
for Wells Fargo security guards and to pro
vide a van for commuting students. 

The ultrarightist Jewish Defense League 
(JDL), meanwhile, has used the occasion to 
grab a bit of publicity for itself. On Sep-

tember 25, it began its own widely adver
tised patrols of the university. 

The JDL patrols are reportedly armed 
with bats, chains, and other such weapons. 
A sergeant at the station house near 
Yeshiva told the Daily News that police 
there "will offer them cooperation." 

Socialists and 
the Fight Against 
Anti-Semitism 
By Peter Seidman 
An answer to the B'nai B'rith Anti
Defamation League's attacks on 
left opponents of Zionism, includ
ing a chapter on the little-known 
record of the U.S. government in 
closing the door to Jewish refugees 
from Nazi terror. 32 pp., 60 cents 

Order from Pathfinder Press. 410 
West Street, New York. N.Y . 100 14. 
Write for a free catalog. 



NOW members hail Arizona copper strike 
BY PAT GROGAN 

The embattled Arizona copper strikers 
received enthusiastic support and solidarity 
at the September 30-0ctober 2 national 
conference of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW). 

Women were alerted to the need for sol
idarity when they heard the greetings sent 
to NOW by two women strike leaders and 
when they read a fact sheet distributed by 
members of Arizona NOW. The fact sheet 
explained the brutality of the Phelps Dodge 
Corp., which forced the miners out on 
strike. It described the attacks by govern
ment troops against the strikers and their 
families in the company towns of Ajo and 
Clifton-Morenci, Arizona. The majority of 

·strikers are Chicano, mexicano, and Native 
American. Women are playing a promi
nent role in the struggle. 

"My God," said a woman from Chicago 
NOW. "I didn' t know things like this could 
still happen. This is like the 1930s. I didn't 
know there were still company towns. 
We've got to do something to help. " 

Josefina Otero, a laid-off member of 
Local 3937 of the United Steelworkers of 
America and a member of Arizona NOW, 
gave a firsthand report on the strike to a 
special workshop at the conference. She 
described what the strikers are up against, 
including the use of state troopers, Na
tional Guardsmen, armed helicopters, cop 
brutality, and court injunctions. NOW 
members were angered that the media is 
covering up this union-busting. 

Shiela Scovil, a waitress and member of 
Los Angeles NOW, said, "If they can do 
this to the copper miners , they can do it to 
all of us. We can't be afraid to fight. We 
have to help tliese people now." She linked 
the strike to the fight of waitresses against 
the federal law taxing their tips (see story 
below) . 

Another waitress , Sally Javier, said her 
husband was a unionist and had worked 
only 17 days in the last year. "They're con
tracting the work out to nonunion com
panies," she explained . "They want to get 
rid of the unions." 

NOW members felt proud of the women 
miners and the wives, daughters, and sis
ters of strikers organized in the Women's 
Auxiliary . They were inspired by the cour
age and determination of these women who 
are helping lead the strike at every level, 
from the picket lines and strike council to 
organizing political support, fighting evic
tions, and raising funds for strike relief. 

Over 300 women at the NOW confer
ence signed a statement to the strikers that 
said: 

"We, the undersigned participants in the 
1983 Conference of the National Organiza
tion for Women, salute our sisters and 
brothers in Arizona who were forced to go 
out on strike against the Phelps Dodge Cor
poration . We solidarize ourselves with 
your 13 unions on strike, who have sup
ported our efforts on the ERA. 

"We solidarize ourselves with the 
Women's Auxiliary and the women min
ers, who are on the front lines in the fight 
against union-busting, and against the tak
ing away of gains won by women on the 
job through their unions. 

"You give the words unity and solidarity 
more meaning. As Chicano, Native Amer
ican, and white women and men, standing 
strong together in your strike, you serve as 
an inspiration to all of us in the women's 
movement." 

NOW members interested in strike sup
port work exchanged names at the confer
ence, made plans to circulate the support 
statement in NOW chapters, to publicize 
the strike in chapter newsletters and to col
lect food and money for the strikers. For 
more information on the strike, or to send 
aid, write to Ajo Women's Auxiliary, 580 
North Lyons, Ajo, Ariz. 85321; or to 
Morenci Miners Women 's Auxiliary, P.O. 
Box 1017, Clifton, Ariz. 85533. 

The following are greetings sent to the 
national conference of the National Or
ganization for Women (NOW) by Annie 
Jones, chair of the Women's Auxiliary 
in Ajo, Arizona, which has played a 

MIIIItaJriUtSariJara Kingsolver MilitaJrit!Rich Stuart 
Lydia Gonz81ez-Knott (top left with family) and Annie Jones sent greetings to Na
tional Organization for Women conference asking for solidarity with copper strike. 

major role in the copper miners' strike 
against Phelps Dodge Corp. 

Ladies, 
On behalf of all the women and mem

bers of the Ajo Women's Auxiliary and on 
behalf of the Ajo Unity Council, I bring 
you greetings. 

We deeply appreciate any and all en
deavors made in our behalf in conjunction 
with our battles with the Phelps Dodge 
Corp. 

We realized from the start that it would 
notbe an easy road that we had to follow. 
It is with full realization and a total com
mitment to our stance, our battle for survi
val, that I ask for the help of each and every 
woman at your conference. · 

I ask that each and every individual who 
has ever felt their dignity, sense of values, 
and right to earn just and fair wages in re
turn for their labor, appreciate and cry out 
for us in our greatest moment of need. 

Please join us in our fight for survival. 
Before I close, I would like to leave you 
with this question to ponder: How can the 
need for profit in a large corporation be 

greater than the needs of many people, who 
ask for nothing more than human dignity 
and the basic necessities of life? 

Here in Ajo, Arizona, and throughout 
the state, in the copper industry we have 
asked for nothing more than our right to 
dignity, self-respect, and an opportunity to 
attain whatever goals we as individuals 
have set for ourselves. 

Thank you very much for giving me the 
opportunity to say what I feel had to be 
said. 

Best regards and best wishes for a won
derful convention. 

Below are greetings to the National 
Organization for Women conference 
from Lydia Gonz81ez-Knott, a striking 
copper miner and member of the Inter
national Association of Machinists. 

Dear Sisters, 
I am a self-supporting mother of three 

children. I used to work for Phelps Dodge 
Corp. until a week ago- when I received 
a letter stating that my job was filled be
cause I would not cross the picket line. 

Waitresses ask for NOW's help in tax battle 
My brother and I were raised here in this 

good community. Our father, who was 
president of his Boilermakers union for 
over 25 years, brought us up believing in 
union solidarity. He was a hard-working 
man for his company, his union, and his 
family. We are a family of many genera
tions who have worked for this company 
that we used to respect. But how can we re
spect a company that has used the governor 
of our state, the Department of Public 
Safety, the National Guard, and judges to 
threaten, harass, and intimidate the good 
people of Clifton/Morenci who are on 
strike? 

BY CINDY JAQUITH 
When waitsess Shiela Scovil picked up 

the newspaper last January and read that 
the federal government was going to sharp
ly increase the tax on her tips, she was out
raged. She decided to organize waitresses 
at the restaurant where she worked against 
the new tax law. Her boss quickly slapped 
her with a disciplinary layoff. 

In February she was fired. "That gave 
me all the more power to go out and fight," 
she told a workshop at the recent national 
conference of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW). 

Scovil explained how she filed a sex dis
crimination complaint against her employ
er with the Equal Employment Oppor
tunities Commission. This summer, she 
won her case. 

"Most people feel being a waitress is a 
menial job," she told the media when she 
won. "A lot of waitresses have felt that in
stead of fighting for their rights, it's been 
easier to just go down the street and find 
another job. 

"They need to realize that this is their 
country and they do have these rights - to 
petition, to fight for something they believe 
in, and to speak out. 

"By the little waitress who is supposed 
to be so naive and so dumb doing some
thing like this, it will encourage other 
people to do the same thing." 

Scovil came to the NOW conference 
along with two other waitresses, Sally 
Javier and Cindy Gonzales. They asked 
women there for support in their fight 
against the tip tax and explained the ac
tivities of the group they work in, the Na
tional Organization of Waiters, Wait
resses, and Bartenders Against the Unfair 
TIP TAX (WWB). 

The three women are afso members of 
Los Angeles NOW. They joined the chap
ter because last June NOW offered them 
office space and phones in the chapter 
headquarters. "It was the first help we'd 
had," said Scovil. 

In an interview with the Militant; they 
explained that the WWB is trying to unite 
waitresses and others affected by the tax 
law to expose its injustice and fight for its 
repeal . 

The group has a hotline for people seek
ing help: (213) 652-2503. 

Congress passed the tip law last year. 
Both the big restaurant and hotel owners 
and officials of the Hotel Employees and 

Militant/Yvonne Hayes 
Waitresses Shiela Scovil (left) and Sally Javier, members of Los Angeles NOW. 

Restaurant Employees International Union 
lobbied for the bill . Under the measure, 
waitresses can be taxed not only on wages, 
but on 8 percent of the gross sales of the 
business where they work. The govern
ment claims this 8 percent corresponds to 
what waitresses take home in tips. 

As a result, waitresses are having huge 
amounts deducted for taxes from their 
meager paychecks every week. Some end 
up with zero· pay at the end of the week. 
Others actually owe the government 
money. 

The new law hits women hard. Over 81 
percent of food service workers are female. 

The majority of waitresses are single 
heads of households. Many are Black and 
Latina. 

Javier said their average yearly income 
was $6,000 (this was before the tip tax) . 
Most are paid minimum wage of $3 .35 an 
hour, or less. The employers argue that tips 
will make up the rest. 

It's false, the women told the Militant , 
that waitresses average 8 percent in tips. 
Many get much less. 

Waitresses must use their skimpy 
paychecks and tips to pay for all medical 
needs and other benefits, unless they are in 
a unionized workplace. Generally they re
ceive no benefits or vacation pay and have 
to work 10 to 12-hour days without breaks. 

On top of this, when it comes to federal 
benefits, the government does not include 
tips in computing waitresses' earnings, so 
they get much lower Social Security and 
other benefits. For instance, said Javier, a 
waitress injured on the job may just i(eep 
on working because she' ll get only $35 a 
week on disability. 

Scovil and Javier said groups of waitres
ses are popping up all over the country to 
fight the new law and their work conditions 
in general. They have gone to several 
NOW chapters for support and gotten it. 

"We've never really complained about 
our situation before," said Javier. 

"When it comes down on you like this, 
it just makes you a feminist," added 
Scovil. 

Phelps Dodge Corp. has offered a $500 
bribe to strikers to get them to leave their 
company-owned homes. Some. strikers 
have even been evicted. Medical help has 
been refused for some strikers. It is a very 
sad situation here. 

My brother was seriously beaten be
cause he believes in union solidarity. But 
no arrests have been made because he has 
refused to cross the picket line. 

We are strikers fighting for our civil 
rights, our future, and our jobs. Strikers 
here are treated as if we were in the Vi
etnam War. Some were. treated as if they 
were the worst criminals in the country. It 
saddens me to see what this company and 
the government have done to our commu
nity. They have put friend against friend, 
brother against brother, neighbor against 
neighbor. 

Phelps Dodge has created a very brutal 
and vicious atmosphere among the people. 

We are proud of our family and friends 
who have supported us, especially the 
women strikers. 

We will fight for what is rightfully ours. 
We have been threatened, harassed, intimi
dated, terminated, and evicted, but we 
stand tall and we stand united in union sol
idarity. 

We ask for your help. 

Don't miss an issue. 
Subscribe today. 
The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, 
New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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-THE GREAT-SOCIETY-------.,....--------
Relax - In West Germany, 

where many folk are concerned 
Washington may push the atomic 

explained, "Mass burials would be 
resorted to only in case of massive 
loss of life." 

Slump hits confessionals -
The pope told a world confab of 
bishops to give their "most urgent 
attention" to reversing the decline 
in confessions. Church sources 
said the drop has been steep over 
the past 20 years, with many pre
ferring to declare their "guilt" to 
psychologists, or even astrolo
gers, rather than priests. A church 
study found many Catholics don't 
see any "mortal" sin in their lives, 
or believe they don't need confes
sion to get forgiveness. 

Top operator - The CIA be
stowed its top award, the Distin
guished Intelligence Medal, on its 
director, William Casey, for re
storing the agency's credibility. 
And the best proof he earned the 
medal is that no one even realizes 
he accomplished the mission. 

but assured that while this was they assured, this poses no health 
cause for "mild concern," it was ·problem, provided people limit 
no health hazard. their consumption of bluefish. 

You'D sleep better- What's 
better for you than decaf coffee? 
Less decaf coffee. Surely with that 
in mind, the major manufacturers 
have reduced the traditional16-oz. 
can to 13 oz. Meanwhile, natch, 
hiking the price. But the nicest 
touch is that you won't notice it's 
only 13 oz. A new chemical addi
tive puffs it up to look like 16. 

It squeaks? - We recently ad
vised of a phone designed as a 
decoy duck which quacks instead 
of ringing. If that doesn't tum you 
on, how about a 14" high replica of 
Mickey Mouse? $99. Harry 

Ring 

button, it hit the fan when the U.S. 
Army-circulated paper Stars and 
Stripes featured a story ·on Gis 
there practicing mass burial proce
dures. However, a staff sergeant 

Hold the wings - After media 
exposure of diseased meat produc
ed in filthy, rat-infested plants, the 
Agriculture Dept. took a look at 
the Colorado and Nebraska opera
tions of Rudolph Stanko, a major 
supplier oT hamburger for school 
lunches. Officials said they did 
find insect fragments in the meat, 

No sweat - New Jersey offi
cials report an accumulation of the 
pesticide chlordane, a carcinogen, 
in bluefish off the coast. However, 

Free advice dep't - Looking 
for work can be the best therapy 
for the stress and depression 
caused by a job loss. So says 
James Challenger, prez of Chal
lenger, Grey & Christmas, Inc., 
an "executive outplacement" out
fit. 

-CALENDAR------------------------------
ARIZONA 
Phoenix 
Grenada: Black Revolution in the Carib
bean. A slide show and first-hand report by Lil
lian Hall. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Oct. 15, 
7:30 p.m. 17 E Southern (corner of Central). 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (602) 268-3369 or 256-
7133. 
Stop the War on Working People At Home 
and Abroad! -Support the Striking Copper 
Workers! Socialist Workers campaign rally. 
Speakers: Barry Fatland, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for mayor; others. Translation 
to Spanish. Sat., Oct. 22; Reception; 6:30p.m.; 
rally, 7:30p.m. 17 E Southern Ave. (at Cen
tral). Donation: $3. Ausp: SWP Campaign 
Committee. For more information call (602) 
268-3369. 
Young Socialist Alliance Goat Roast. Sat., 
Oct. 29, 3:30p.m. in Chandler, Ariz. For tick
ets and exact location call (602) 268-3369. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Support the Striking Davis Pleating Garment 
Workers! Speakers: Dixie Youts, International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union organizer; 
others. Translation to Spanish. Sat. , Oct. 15, 
7:30 p.m. 2546 W Pico, Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Bookstore/Librerfa Perspectiva Mun
dial. For more information call (213) 380-9460. 

San Diego 
Mexican Barbecue. Meet and hear Mel 
Mason, socialist city councilman from Seaside, 
California. Sun., Oct. 16, 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
Donation: $5. For more information call (619) 
234-4630. 

Seaside 
Revolutionary Roots: the Continuing History 
of Workers Struggles. An Educational 
Weekend. Class l: "Marx and Engels on the 
National Question," Sat., Oct. 22, 2 p.m. Class 
2: "Origins of Women's Oppression," Sat., 
Oct. 22, 7 p.m. Class 3: "Communist Man
ifesto," Sun., Oct. 23, 12:30 p.m. Class 4: 
"Wage-Labor and Capital," Sun., Oct. 23, 3 
p.m. Translation to Spanish. Seaside Public Li
brary, 550 Harcourt. Ausp: Young Socialist Al
liance. For more information call (408) 394-
7857. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
See Sara Jean Johnston, Socialist Workers 
Candidate for Congress, on League of 
Women Voters' Live TV Debate. Sun. , Oct. 
16, 7 p.m. Channels 5, II, and 2. For more in
formation call (404) 577-4065. 

LOUISIANA 
New Orleans 
Socialist Educational Conference. Two class
es on Black history by Mac Warren, National 
Committee Socialist Workers Party . 

Class I) "Forty Acres and a Mule- the Fight 
for a Radical Agrarian Reform and the Black 
Struggle: 1865-77." Sat., Oct. 22, 3:30 p.m. 

Israel's War Against 
the Palestinian People 

By David Frankel and Will Reiss
ner. The articles in this pamphlet 
explain the nature of Israel as a col
onial-settler state, the character and 
history of the Palestinian struggle 
for self-determination, and the Mar
xist attitude toward the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 46 pages, 
$1.25. 
Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
West St. , New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Please include 75 cents for postage 
and handling. 

Class 2) "The Defeat of Radical Recon~truc
tion, the Rise of Jim Crow and Sharecropping, 
and the Fight for Black Liberation: 1872-
1920." Sun., Oct. 23, 12 noon. 3207 Dublin. 
Donation: $1. Ausp: Socialist Workers Cam
paign. For . more information call (504) 486-
8048. 
Socialist Campaign Rally. Speakers: Mel 
Mason, socialist city councilman from Seaside, 
Calif.; Michele Smith, Socialist Workers candi
date for governor of Louisiana; representative 
of Mississippi Militant subscription team; 
others. Sat., Oct. 22, 7:30p.m. 3207 Dublin. 
Ausp: SWP Campaign. For more information 
call (504) 486-8048. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
The Battle Against Union-busting: Lessons of 
the Arizona Copper Strike. Speaker: Rich 
Stuart, laid-off miner and Militant reporter on 
Arizona copper strike. Sat., Oct. 15,7:30 p.m. 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call 
(301) 235-0013. 
Open House for Hector Marroquin. Meet 
Marroquin, Mexican socialist fighting for polit
ical asylum in United States. Translation to 
Spanish. Sun., Oct. 23, 3-7 p.m. 637 McKe
win· St. Donation: $3. Ausp: Political Rights 
Defense Fund. For more information call (30 I) 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Crisis in Lebanon: Why U.S. Troops Should 
Be Brought Home. Speakers: Prof. Elaine 
Hagopian, faculty of Simmons College and au
thor on Mideast, recently returned from Beirut; 
Don Kinnell , leader of Grassroots, a relief 
agency for Palestinians in Lebanon; Gerald 
Cohen, Socialist Workers Party. Sun., Oct. 16, 
7:30p.m. 510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th fl. For 
more information call (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
The Fight For Women's Rights in the '84 
Elections. Speaker: Michele Van Summem, 
member of Young Socialist Alliance and Na
tional Organization for Women. Translation to 
Spanish. Sat., Oct. 15, 8 p.m. 7146 W McNic
kols. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (313) 862-
7755. 
The Murder of Vincent Chin: Racism and 
the Justice System. Speakers to .be announced. 
Translation to Spanish. Sat., Oct 22, 8 p.m. 
7146 W McNickols. Donation:,$2. Ausp: Mili
tant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(313) 862-7755. 

MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis 
Socialist Workers Campaign Rally. Speakers: 
Lisa Ahlberg, Socialist Workers Party candi
date for city council, 8th ward; John Gaige, 
Minnesota SWP state organizer. Sat., Oct. 15, 
7:30p.m. Sabathani Community Center, 310 E 
38th St. Donation: $2. Ausp: Minneapolis 
Socialist Workers Campaign Committee. For 
more information call (612) 644-6325. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
The Battle of Chile. A film depicting events 
leading up to the CIA-sponsored overthrow of 
Sal•ador Allende in 1973. Fri ., Oct. 21; Pre
film dinner ($3 donation), 6)0 p.m.; Film ($2 
donation), 7:30 p.m. 141 Halsey (cor. 
Raymond, one block from Broad). Ausp: Mili
tant Labor Forum/Foro Perspectiva Mundial. 
For more information call (20 I) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Police Brutality in New York: Koch's Cops 
vs. Blacks, Latinos, Asians. Speakers: Darnel 
Murdaugh, victim of police brutality, testified 
at congressional hearings; Greg Jackson, Young 
Socialist Alliance. Translation to Spanish. Fri., 
Oct. 14, 7:30p.m. 79 Leonard St. (5 blocks 
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south of Canal off Broadway). Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call (212) 226-8445. 

OHIO 
Cincinnati 
The Housing Crisis in Cincinnati. Speakers: 
Kathleen Denny, Socialist Workers Party candi
date for city council; others. Sun., Oct. 16, 7:30 
p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd. (busline #45) . Dona
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (513) 242-7161. 

Cl~veland 
Imperialist War in Lebanon: What Does It 
Mean for U.S. Workers? Speakers: represen
tative of Arab Social Club; Omari Musa, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for Cleveland 
School Board. Fri ., Oct. 21, 7:30p.m. 15105 
St. Clair Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum and Socialist Workers Campaign 
Committee. For more information call (216) 
451-6150. 

Classes on Socialism. Discussion and refresh
ments every Tuesday, 7 p.m. 15105 St. Clair 
Ave. Ausp: Socialist Workers Campaign Com
mittee and Young Socialist Alliance. For more 
information call (216) 451-6150. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
The Vietnam War: Why the u.s. Fought, 
Why the Vietnamese Won. Speakers: Mark 
Emanatian, Young Socialist Alliance National 
Committee; Tyrone Williams, Vietnam vete
ran, member of Socialist Workers Party . Trans
lation to Spanish. Sat. , Oct. 15,8 p.m. 581 IN 
Broad. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (215) 927-
4747. 
Pittsburgh 
Hear the Socialist Workers Candidates on 
WAMO-FM Radio. "Focus on Pittsburgh," 
show with host Eugenia Hall; 106 FM. Sat. , 
Oct. 9 and 15, 9 a.m. , SWP candidates for city 
council. Sat. , Oct. 22 , 9 a.m., SWP candidate 
for Allegheny County Commissioner. 

Grenada in Revolution: Four Years of Black 
Freedom. Speakers: Prof. Richard Blackett, 
University of Pittsburgh, Department of Black 
Studies; Linda Nordquist, Socialist Workers 
Party , recently returned from Grenada; slide 
show. Sat., Oct. 15, 7 p.m. 141 S Highland. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call (412) 362-6767. 

Nicaragua Today: Life in a Military Zone. 
Speaker: Jon Hillson, Socialist Workers Party, 
recently returned from Nicaragua. Sat. , Oct. 
29, 7 p.m. 141 S Highland. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call (412) 362-6767. 

TEXAS 
Dallas 
Will the Marines Bring Peace to Lebanon? 
Speaker: John Rubenstein, Socialist Workers 
Party; others. Translation to Spanish. Sat. , Oct. 
15, 7 p.m. 2817 Live Oak St. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call (214) 826-4711. 

UTAH 
Price 
The Fight for Democracy in the Philippines. 
Speakers to be announced. Sat. , Oct. 22, 7 p.m. 
23 S Carbon Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Forum. For more information call (801) 637-
6294. 
What Workers and Farmers in Central 
America Are Fighting For. Speaker: Jeff Pike, 
Socialist Workers candidate for Price city coun
cil. Sat., Oct. 29,7 p.m. 23 S Carbon Ave. Do
nation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more in
.formation call (801) 637-6294. 

Salt Lake City 
Do Imports Steal Jobs: A Working-Class An
swer to Big-Business Lies. Speaker: Rosalie 
Majka, Socialist Workers Party, member of 
Oil , Chemical and Atomic Workers Local 2-
931. Fri., Oct. 21, 7:30p.m. 677 S 700E. Do
nation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more in-

Rally to defend 
political rights 
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Protest court interference with freedom 
of association and help win legal judg
ment against dangerous and disruptive 
lawsuits . Translation to Spanish. Sun., 
Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m. People's College of 
Law, Rm. 8; 660 S Bonnie Brae. Ausp: 
Political Rights Defense Fund. For more 
information call (213) 380-9460. 

formation call (801) 355-1124. 
Colorado and Utah Socialist Educational 
Conference. Two classes by Malik Miah, 
Socialist Workers Party National cochairper
son: Class 1) "Independent Black Political Ac
tion," Sat., Nov. 5, 2 p.m. Class 2) "Blacks in 
the Labor Movement," Sun., Nov. 6; part I, 10 
a.m., part 2, 12 noon. Socialist Workers Cam
paign Rally. Speakers: Malik Miah, Bob Hoyle, 
SWP candidate for mayor of Salt Lake; Jeff 
Pike, SWP candidate for Price city council. 
Sat., Nov. 5; reception, 6:30p.m.; rally, 7 p.m. 
677 S 700 E. Donation: $2. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Campaign and Young Socialist Al
liance. For more information call (801) 355-
1124. 

VIRGINIA 
Newport News 
Why Are the U.S. Marines in Lebanon? Film 
showing: Report from Beirut -.Summer of 82. 
Speaker: Adeeb Harnzey, executive board 
member, Arab-American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. Sun., Oct. 23,4 p.m. 5412 Jeffer
son Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (804) 380-
0133. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
On Strike: Eyewitness Account of Copper 
Miners' Strike. Speaker: Rich Stuart, Militant 
reporter at Arizona strike. Translation to 
Spanish. Sun., Oct. 16,7 p.m. 3106 Mt. Pleas
ant NW. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information call (202) 797-7699. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
Why "Buy America" Won't Create Jobs. 
Speakers: Dean Peoples, Socialist Workers can
didate for U.S. Senate, member of International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; Omari 
Tahir, Democratic Party candidate for U.S. Se
nate. Sat. , Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m. 5517 Rainier 
Ave. S. Donation: .$2. Ausp: Socialist Workers 
Party Campaign Committee. For more informa
tion call (206) 723-5330. 

Central American Trade Unionists: Stop 
U.S. Intervention Now- RaUy to Support 
Working People of Central America. Speak
ers: Sebastian Castro, Sandinista Workers Fed
eration; Marta Alicia Rivera, National Associa
tion of Salvadoran Educators; Miguel Angel Al
bizures, National Committee for Trade Union 
Unity-Guatemala. Sat. , Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Seattle Labor Temple, 2800 First Ave. Dona
tion: $3. Ausp: Committee in Solidarity With 
the People of El Salvador, Guatemala Solidarity 
Organization, Friends of AMES, Labor Com
mittee on Central America, International 
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union 
Local 37, U.S. Anti-Imperialist League, 
Socialist Workers Party, and Christian Commu
nity of Salvadoran Refugees. For more informa
tion call (206) 723-2748. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown 
U.S. Intervention in· Latin America Today. 
Film: Americas in Transition. Speaker: Dave 
Ferguson, Young Socialist Alliance. Sat., Oct. 
15, 8 p.m. 957 University Ave . Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call (304) 296-0055 . 



TV film shows brutality of imperialism in Vietnam 
· "Vietnam: A Television History," produced by 

Public Broadcasting affiliate WGBH in Boston, Bri
tain's Central Independent Television, and France's 
Antenne 2. Shown every week on PBS until December 
20. See local listings for time. 

monplace heroism of the li~ration forces stand in sharp 
contrast to the racist, anticommunist stereotypes heaped 
on us through 15 years of U.S. intervention. 

Indeed, it is' the French and .other imperialists who · 
wind up looking less than human. Witness, for example, 
the French "civilizers" not only beheading Vietnamese 
who resist the colonial plunder of their country, but send
ing postcards with pictures of severed heads to France 
"with love and kisses ." 

the United States fronting billions of dollars to finance 
the operation. 

At the same time, Vietnamese nationalist conscious
ness inspired a tremendous surge in organized opposition 
to the French under the banner of the Viet Minh. 

BY DAVE ZILLY 
Eight years of French-U.S. war end with the crushing 

defeat of the French at Dien Bien Phu, where the United 
States again considered the use of atomic weapons, this 
time against' the people of Vietnam. 

"Vietnam: A Television History," goes a long way to
ward taking the lid off the discussion about the Vietnam 
War and what it meant. 

This is not a discussion the U.S. government and its 
cronies, bent on new Vietnams in Central America, the 

TELEVISION REVIEW 

In Vietnam, subjugated at the expense of French tax
payers, companies like. Michelin Rubber made fantastic 
profits while "the bodies of Vietnamese workers fer
tilized the rubber trees ." Peasants starved while French 
companies exported huge amounts of rice. 

An important point is made of the powerful impact of 
the Chinese revolution and the aid it provided the Vietc 
namese on the road to victory over the French. 

The 1954 Geneva Conference, which then worked out 
a political settlement, again frustrated the sovereignty 
and national unity of Vietnam. The Soviet and Chinese 
governments, decried by the cold warriors as fomentors 
of subversion, in fact played a role in imposing conces
sions on the Vietnamese. 

Middle East, and elsewhere, are eager to see open up. 
They spend a lot of time, in fact, plotting ways to get 

around the "Vietnam Syndrome," a disease known to 
produce disinterest in fighting and dying in imperialist 
wars precisely like those being waged against the 
Lebanese, Nicaraguan, and Salvadoran people today. 

The history presented in the first two episodes, which 
is generally accurate, also sheds light on the roles of 
Japan, Britain, and the United States. It would almost be 
a comedy if it weren't true. 

Japan takes over the country during World War II but 
leaves the French colonial bureaucracy to administer it. 
The United States hooks up with the communist Viet 
Minh to fight the Japanese. 

Concessions, however, are never enough for im
perialism and the weekly series now moves into the 
period of direct U.S. involvement and escalation. 

The first two installments of this 13-part public TV 
series can only have given a boost to "Vietnam Syn
drome." 

Probably for the first time for most Americans, Viet
namese revolutionaries can be seen as real people, as 
human beings. 

After the defeat of Japan in 1945, th~ British, man
dated to oversee the truce in the south, rearm the 
Japanese against the Vietnamese because they fear the 
French are too weak and indisciplined to do the job, as 
U.S. military officials stand by. 

If the first two parts are any indication, the series is 
worth seeing. 

Every person who saw the scene at the end of the first 
part of the first American to die in Vietnam was reminded 
of the first marine killed in Lebanon or the first to die in 
El Salvador. 

Contrary to the picture of the French paratrooper, 
wounded and captured at the fall of Dien Bien Phu in 
1954, who feels himself thrust into "the world of the red 
termites," the image of the Vietnamese is one of pa
triotism, courage, and determination. 

Such are the workings of "democracy" and "civiliza
tion" as experienced by the Vietnamese people at the 
hands of imperialism. 

Everyone who is able to experience, through the vivid 
and sometimes rare film footage and interviews, a bit of 
the real attitude of imperialism toward democracy, to
ward human rights and self-determination, will become 
more suspicious toward Washington's foreign policy 
today. 

It is noteworthy that the defeat of Japan is portrayed 
with a scene of an atomic fireball rising over one of the 
two Japanese cities destroyed by U.S. atomic bombs. 

The warm laughter of Premier Pham Van Dong, the 
calm and dignity of General Giap, the sincerity and com-

Postwar Indochina, the series then explains, witnessed 
the unbridled effort to reassert French domination, with Dave Zilly was a U.S. Marine in Vietnam in 1967-1968. 

Duval miners forced to return without a contract 
BY DAN FEIN 

TUCSON- The strike by 2,000 copper 
workers at Duval Corp. that began Sep
tember 30 ended after three days. The com
pany's union-busting "take-it-or-leave-it" 
attitude at the negotiation table forced the 
miners to return to work without a contract. 

Duval has imposed its last offer upon the 
unions. This package will result in a wage 
cut of $4.50-per-hour for the 650 currently 
working employees over the next three 
years. 

Jack Smith, Assistant District 38 Direc
tor of the United Steelworkers of America 

(USW A) and chief union negotiator, said 
that the cut in pay would be accompanied 
with elimination of the cost-of-living 
clause, medical and dental benefits , and all 
sick leave. 

For the 1 ,350 laid-off workers things are 
worse. About, one-half will lose their recall 
rights on Dec. 15, 1983; the other half in 
June 1984. If any of the laid-off workers 
get called back they will make $3 .03 per 
hour less than those currently working. 

Five unions represent Duval miners at 
the Sierrita and Esperanza properties, 25 
miles south of Tucson. The day before the,, 

Floods used against Arizona strikers 
Continued from Page 20 
clean-up efforts by Phelps Dodge employ
ees. They have suggested that the unions 
brought suffering on themselves and their 
members. · 

The strikers have responded with greater 
unity and more determination to hold out. 
The Women's Auxiliary and young 
people, along with other relief agencies, 
are working 16 and 18 hours a day provid-

ing hot meals, clothing, and shelter. 
Everyone is helping in the clean-up effort. 
The afternoon picket lines are bigger and 
noisier than at any time since the August 20 
National Guard occupation. 

Alex Lopez, chief of the bargaining 
committee representing the 13 striking 
unions, has responded that, "I don' t think 
our strikers are willing to give up what they 
have held out for, for so long." 

strike and the last day ofthe old contract, 
Teamsters Local 310, one of the five 
unions, 'voted to accept the company's 
offer. On October 3 the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
Local 570 also voted to accept the com
pany's offer. 

The picket lines went down the next day. 
The members of the other unions -
USW A, Laborers, and Operating En
gineers - felt that they couldn' t win the 
strike witnout - solidarity frorn · the 
Teamsters and the IBEW. 

The copper companies are gloating over 
the workers' defeat at Duval. "I think 
people are going to look back at 1983 as a 
watershed year in the labor relations in the 
copper industry," said C .J. Hansen, presi
dent of the Arizona Mining Association. 
"This taken with the Phelps Dodge action 
indicates an end really to the so-called pat
tern bargaining [where one or more com
panies reach a settlement and everyone else 
agrees to similar contracts]," Hansen said. 

But AI Tellez, business representative 
for Teamsters Local 310 disagreed. He 
pointed to the ongoing strikes at Phelps 
Dodge and Anamax where the pickets are 
still up. 

The failure to win a new contract at 
Duval will hurt the strikers' efforts at 
Phelps Dodge and Anamax win a decent 
contract. 

Dan Fein was laid off from the Duval 
Corp. nearly two years ago. He's a 
member of the United Steelworkers of 
America. 

New 
Revolutionary Continuity 
Birth of the Communist Move
ment, 1918-1922 

By Farrell Dobbs. This is the second 
volume of a series on the history of 
the struggle to build a revolutionary 
workers party in the United States. 
240 pages, $5.95. 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Please include 75 cents for postage 
and handling. 
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CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
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GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave . SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065 . 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 555 W. 
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8048. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave . Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
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235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave. , 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 
W. McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313) 862-
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YSA, 112 Chestnut St., Virginia, Minn. 55792. 
Send mail to P.O. Box 1287. Zip: 55792. Tel: 
(218) 749-6327. Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave. , St. Paul. Zip: 55 104. Tel: 
(61 2) 644-6325 . . 
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4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
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80238. Zip: 68501. Tel: (402) 475-8933. 
NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
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NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: SWP, 

YSA, 1417 Central Ave. NE. Zip: 87106. Tel: 
(505) 842-0954. 
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SWP, YSA, 23 Central Ave . Zip: 12210. Tel: 
(518) 434-3247. New York, Brooklyn: SWP, 
YSA, 335 Atlantic Ave. Zip: 11 201. Tel: (212) 
852-7922. New York, Manhattan: SWP, 
YSA, 79 Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 226-
8445. New York: City-wide SWP, YSA, 79 
Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 925-1668. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP, 
YSA, P.O. Box 1026. Zip: 27403. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (5 13) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave. 
Zip: 441 10. Tel: (216) 45 1-6150. Toledo: 
SWP, YSA, 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 43607. Tel: 
(419) 536-0383 . 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 711 NW 
Everett. Zip: 97209. Tel: (503) 222-7225. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edin
boro State College. Zip: 16444. Tel: (814) 734-
4415. Harrisburg: SWP, YSA, 803 N. 2nd St. 
Zip: 17102. Tel: (717) 234-5052. Phil~del
phia: SWP, YSA, 58 11 N. Broad St. Zip: 
1914 1. Tel: (215) 927-4747 or 927-4748. 
Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 141 S. Highland Ave . 
Zip: 15206. Tel: (412) 362-6767. State Col· 
lege: YSA, P.O. Box 464, Bellefonte . Zip: 
16823. Tel: (814) 238-3296. 

IUIODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. 
Box 261, Annex Station. Zip: 02901. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) ~52-3923 . 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 2817 Live Oak. Zip: 
75204. Tel: (214) 826-4711. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. San Antonio: SWP, YSA, 2811 
Guadalupe, #100. Zip: 78207. Tel: (512) 432-
7394. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
677 S. 7th East, 2nd Floor. Zip: 84102. Tel: 
(801) 355-11 24. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave. , Zip 
23605 . Tel: (804) 380-0133. 

WASIDNGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. Baltimore-Washington District: 
291 3 Greenmount Ave. , Baltimore, Md. Zip: 
21218. Tel: (301) 235-001 3. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
55 17 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 1584 A Washington St. East. Zip: 253 11 . 
Tel: (304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, 
YSA, 957 S. University Ave. Zip: 26505 . Tel: 
(304) 296-0055 . 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 
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-EDITORIALS-------"---------

U.S. warships threaten Iran 
In a provocative new escalation of U.S. military in

volvement in the Middle East, the White House has sent 
three amphibious assault ships and a destroyer to the Ara
bian Sea, south of Iran. 

This latest threat to the Iranian revolution came just 
days after the imperialist government of France delivered 
five Super Etendard jet fighters to Iraq for use in its war 
against the Iranian people. 

Two thousand U.S. Marines are on board the ships 
Washington has dispatched to Iran's coast. In addition, 
Navy officers have disclosed that the United States cur
rently has four destroyers inside the Persian Gulf, plus 
the aircraft carrier Ranger. The New York Times reported 
that there are also some 25 other U.S. warships nearby in 
the Indian Ocean. · 

Washington's justification for its massive naval build
up against Iran is the Iranian government's assertion that 
it will defend its oil shipments from attack, including by 
closing off the Persian Gulf if necessary. 

The attack Iran fears is real . After France sent the jet 
fighters to Iraq, Iraq's president Saddam Hussein 
threatened on October 10 to mount a new offensive 
against Iran saying, "Our victory on the Iranian enemy 
will be achieved soon and the enemy will suffer a deci
sive defeat." 

The bombers Iraq has received from France are capa
ble of firing powerful Exocet missiles from far enough 
distances that Iraqi pilots would not be in danger from 
Iranian firepower. 

The imperialist government of Fran<;ois Mitterrand has 
also trained 30 Iraqi pilots to fly the planes, which Iraq 
bluntly says it intends to use to bomb Iranian oil tankers 
and installations. 

The Pentagon is also upgrading four bases for the U.S. 
Rapid Deployment Force in nearby Oman to further pres
sure the Iranian government - and anyone else who 
challenges U.S. imperialism's domination of this region. 

In the face of this military buildup, the U.S. im
perialists and their French counterparts still assert that 
Iran is theaggressor in the Iran-Iraq war. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 
The imperialists welcomed Iraq' s decision to launch a 

war against Iran three years ago. Iraq has since been try
ing to masquerade as a proponent of a cease-fire, while it 
still occupies part of Iran's territory and continually 
shells Iran's border cities. 

Iran has repeatedly explained that it supports an end to 
the war, with three reasonable conditions: 

• Iraqi forces withdraw totally from Iranian territory. 
• Iraq agree to pay war reparations for the thousands 

of people who were killed, the cities that were de
molished, and the industrial centers that were destroyed. 

• Iraqi opponents of Saddam Hussein's aggression 
who were deported to Iran have the right to return home. 

When the Reagan administration contends that mili
tary force is justified in order to protect "our" oil, it is 
speaking for big business - not for working people in 
the United States. The giant oil companies reap billions 
through their plunder of the Middle East oil fields. Then 
they turn around and sell it to us at monopoly-rigged 
rates. 

Working people in this country thus have every in
terest in opposing U.S. attacks on Iran and for calling for 
the removal of all U.S. bases, warships, and troops from 
the Persian Gulf area. 

• 
Washington is also making increasingly serious threats 

against Syria. 
In his October 8 weekly radio address, President 

Reagan pointed to the Soviet Union' s shipments of mili
tary equipment to Syria as a cause to "wonder aloud" 
whether the Syrians really want peace in Lebanon. 

Reagan quoted what he claimed was a letter from a 
marine corporal stationed in Lebanon saying, "It is our 
duty as Americans to stop the cancerous spread of Soviet 
influence wherever it may be." 

The attacks are escalating on Syria for obtaining mili
tary aid from the USSR in order to defend itself. 

This reinforcement of its defense capabilities follows 
a massive military buildup by the imperialist powers in 
and around Lebanon today. 

There are 14 ships from the U.S. Sixth Fleet, and 
14,000 sailors, pilots, and marines in the U.S. contingent 
of the five-nation imperialist combat force stationed in 
Lebanon. · 
. If you add in the forces of France, Great Britain, Italy, 
and Israel , there are close to 20,000 more imperialist sol
diers stationed on Lebanese territory. They've used their 
firepower against Lebanese rebels and against the Sy
rians . 

According to the October 7 New York Times, "The Sy
rians, who have ·backed the anti-Government forces in 
Lebanon, indicated concern last month over the shelling 
of their lines in Lebanon by United States Navy war
ships .. . . " 

Syria has the right to defend itself, and to procure 
whatever weapons it deems necessary to do so. 

_The Democrats and Republicans emphasize the Soviet 
Union's arms shipments to Syria in order the justify the 
escalating U.S. role in Lebanon. It's U,S. money and 
soldiers that are backing an unpopular minority regime 
against the will of the Lebanese people. 

U.S. working people have no stake in such a war. 
Bring the soldiers home from Lebanon now! 

ACLU and Rosenberg case 
An important letter by the two top officials of the 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) appeared in the 
October 7 New York Times. Signed by ACLU Pres. Nor
man Dorsen and Executive Director Ira Glasser, the letter 
took up the case of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. The two 
were murdered in the electric chair in 1953 on the frame
up charge of "stealing" the "secret" of the atom bomb for 
the Soviet Union. 

At the time, the ACLU refused to defend the Rosen
bergs or to even protest the brutal death penalty imposed 
on them. The ACLU argued that in the Rosenbergs' case, 
the use of the death sentence "raised no civil liberties is
sues." 

In . their letter, Dorsen and Glasser do not specifically 
refer to this scandalous capitulation by the ACLU to the 
witch-hunt. But they do take up a recent Times article 
mentioning FBI documents that claim a general counsel 
for the ACLU , Morris Ernst, volunteered to infiltrate the 
Rosenberg defense team for the government. (The docu
ments are cited in The Rosenberg File, by Ronald Radosh 
and Joyce Milton.) 

Dorsen and Glasser write, "It would be utterly rep
rehensible for any lawyer to make such an offer. . . . 
Whether Ernst, a prominent lawyer who died in 1976, 
did so is the subject of current debate and con
troversy ... . 

"If Ernst did what is alleged, it was as a private lawyer, 
without the knowledge or approval of the A.C.L.U. and 
certainly not in the A.C.L. U. ' s behalf. We have searched 
our own archives . . . and can find no evidence to the con
trary." 

The most significant sentence in the letter follows: 
"The archives reveal that the A.C.L.U. discussed many 
civil liberties points related to the Rosenberg case, some 
of which might be decided differently today." 

For all supporters of democratic rights, particularly 
those involved in the current debate on the Rosenberg 
case, it is important to know the content of the ACLU's 
discussions in the 1950s and what decisions, in the opin
~on of current ACLU leaders , would be different today. 

In 1952, for example, the ACLU declared there had 
been "no denial of. due process of law" in the Rosenberg 
trial. There was plenty of evidence then of gross viola
tions of the Rosen bergs' right to a fair trial, but in the last 
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decade, volumes more have come out on the role of stool 
pigeons and perjurers against the Rosenbergs; the conspi
racy between Judge Irving Kaufman, the FBI, and pro
secuting attorneys to "get" the couple; and the fabricated 
evidence used to convict them. 

The ACLU also argued in the 1950s that the death sen
tence meted out to the Rosenbergs was done so without 
any "political or religious considerations." But the polit
ical character of the trial and subsequent executions were 
the most obvious and central objective of Washington in 
persecuting the two. The Rosenbergs were Communists. 
They adamantly refused to the last second of their lives 
to "confess" to spy charges and "name names" as the 
government demanded they do. Their murder was a 
threat to every member of the Communist Party, other 
left groups, and labor militants, and it was a major step 
in Washington's war propaganda. The Rosenbergs were 
also Jewish, and anti-Semitic overtones ran throughout 
the trial. 

The failure of liberal groups like the ACLU, as well as 
virtually all the top labor officials, to fight against the 
murder of the Rosenbergs- thus capitulating to the anti
communist, prowar drive of the U.S. rulers- helped 
pave the way for major blows to civil liberties in the 
1950s. 

An honest review and reconsideration by the ACLU of 
its record then would be a welcome contribution to the 
ongoing debate around the Rosenberg case. 

This debate is not primarily historical in nature . All the 
same questions raised during the witch-hunt - ant~com
munism, red-baiting, and whether to defend all victims 
of government attacks on democratic rights - remain 
alive today. The legal lynching of the defendants in the 
current spate of Brink's robbery trials (see page 3) is just 
the most recent example. 

In the 30 years since the Rosenberg executions, many 
lessons have been drawn by genuine fighters for civil 
liberties, including that "An injury to one is an injury to 
all." The U.S. capitalists and their anticommunist prop
agandists are attempting to undermine these lessons in 
preparation for fresh assaults on the rights of the Amer
ican people. Reexamining the serious error of the ACLU 
on the Rosenberg case is one step in the fight to stop 
them. 

China's revolution 
shook the world 
34 years ago . 
BY GEORGE JOHNSON 

Thirty-four years ago this month, the Chinese revolu
tion swept away the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek regime, 
which was propped up by Washington and other im
perialist governments . 

An article by Li Fu-jen in the February 1949 Fourth In
ternational, a predecessor of the New International, de
scribe<:! how Chiang's troops had fled Manchuria, which 
they occupied after the surrender of Japan in 1945: 

"Manchurian city dwellers, who had welcomed 
Chiang' s troops, were quickly disillusioned in their 
'liberators' and transferred their sympathies to the 'Reds' 
-all, that is, but the capitalists and big landlords who 
fled south .... " 

The slogan of the Chinese Communist Party and the 
People's Liberation Army of "land to the peasants" had 
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"a strong appeal for soldiers who were also peasants. 
They hated the Kuomintang [Chiang's Nationalist Party] 
regime. They hated their officers. In large numbers, they 
went over to the other side, taking their American 
weapons with them. Chiang lost 300,000 of his Manchu
rian troops, three-fifths of the total." 

The attraction of the promised land reform to the rural 
toilers, Li wrote, "is a veritable Magna Charta. Millions 
of landless peasants and tenant farmers have the prospect 
of planting their feet firmly in the soil. Debt-burdened 

· peasants see in it liberation from their oppressive woes." 
As Shanghai was about to be liberated, an editorial in 

Fourth International said: "This is the city where a hand
ful of white men ruled like lords for more than a century, 
cowing and subjugating millions of Chinese with the 
most brazen display of armed force . Now their one des
perate thought is flight. For weeks Shanghai has been the 
scene of a scramble by the emissaries and retainers of 
world imperialism, by capitalists, businessmen -·the 
whole assorted tribe of exploiters, slavedrivers and buc
caneers - to obtain space on departing ships or planes, 
to get out while the getting is still good." 

The editorial went on, "Watching the humiliating and 
crippling- and deserved- punishment received by the 
British gunboats on the Yangtze, American imperialism, 
the most powerful of all capitalist nations , possessor of 
the atom bomb, quickly decid~d that discretion was the 
better part of valor. It has dismantled its military estab
lishments, pulled its warships out of the range of fire. · 
How the mighty have fallen!" 

In the Militant in January 1950, Joseph Hansen called 
the Chinese revolution "the greatest peasant uprising 
since the February revolution in 1917 in Czarist Russia." 

The success of the Chinese people, Hansen went on, 
"in ridding themselves of Chiang and opening up a new 
stage of development that can lead to the overthrow of 
capitalism has upset the world balance of power." 

The plans of U.S. Imperialism to use Chinese bases 
"as part of its grandiose blueprint of assault on the Soviet 
Union" and its hopes "to convert China into a happy 
hunting ground for Big Business," as Hansen put it, were 
smashed. The Chinese people "have entered the arena of 
world politics as a new colossal force. This far-reaching 
defeat has weakened the camp of imperialism." 

U.S . imperialism "has thus .been forced to drop back 
from its frontline trenches in China to the second line of 
defense reaching in the arc from Japan to India." 

Li Fu-jen described in the January-February 1951 
Fourth International how a Chinese diplomat had looked 
a blustering U.S. offiGial in the eye at the UN and told 
him, "I must tell you, we are not frightened by your 
threats." This was a giant humiliation for imperialism: A 
slumbering giant "has arisen and smashed his fist in the 
face of the greatest imperialist power on earth ," Li stated. 

The Chinese diplomat "was not using empty words," 
Li said. "Eight thousand miles away across the Pacific, 
Chinese troops in alliance with the Koreans were hurling 
back an American offensive .. . . The Americans, for so 
long used to having their own way with China, were 
stunned by the blow. It seemed incredible." 

China was also providing crucial aid to the struggle 
against French imperialism in Indochina. Li wrote: "The 
whole colonial world in Eastern Asia is being swept by 
the flames of revolution - Korea, Indo-China, Burma, 
Malaya, Indonesia, the Philippines. China is the vast 
powerhouse of this movement .. . geographical proxim
ity and racial affinity , common burdens and problems, 
and like aspirations, make for a deep reciprocal sympathy 
and solidarity. China 's masses, feeling far from alone in 
their fight for a better life, are lifted and inspired by the 
great movements on their borders." 



Armour meatpackers reject giveback contract 
BY PAUL ABEL 

PORTLAND- The 190 Armour meatpackers I work 
with here joined 2,000 Armour workers nationally tore
ject a severe take back contract offer by the company. The 
meatpackers, members of the United Food and Commer
cial Workers, voted last month by an 80 percent majority 

Corp., owner of Armour, is selling Armour to ConAgra 
on Dec . 17, 1983. After the sale Greyhound will be the 
largest shareholder in ConAgra. When the sale was an
nounced, Greyhound Board Chairman John Teets lashed 
out at the present union contract. He claimed Armour can 
no longer compete successfully against nonunion and 
low-wage meatpackers. 

Another worker with 30 years seniority said, "De
cember 17 will be the happiest day of my life. I will be 
able to collect my pension early and get out of the meat
packing industry." 

The company threat to close down the plant and open 
nonunion must be taken as deadly serious. As yet no pro
posal has come from the union leadership. 

UNION TALK 
against a $2.69 per hour wage cut. All 13 plants opposed 
the takeback. 

Over the past two years meatpacking workers have 
faced an onslaught of takeback demands by the com
panies. Using bankruptcy filings, sell-offs, and other ma
neuvers , companies have carved the union's master con
tract into pieces. Wilson Foods filed for bankruptcy in 
April and cut workers wages to $6.50 per hour. Workers 
went on strike for three weeks and settled for $8 per hour. 

A show of union strength is the first step. To effec
tively counter Armour's threat, the union would have to 
develop a force which could shut all 13 plants down and 
keep them down if Armour/ConAgra tried ·to open them 
nonunion. It will require the type of labor solidarity we 
see beginning to develop in support of the striking 
Arizona copper miners. The Armour workers stood up to a company ulti.matum 

similar to those imposed at Wilson and other major meat
packing companies. 

Armour offered the workers a wage cut from a base 
wage of $10.69 per hour to $8 per hour, with new hires 
getting only $6.50 per hour. They offered cuts in holi
days, vacations, pensions, medical and dental benefits, 
and overtime pay for Saturday and elimination of incen
tive pay. Total cuts are about 35 percent of wages and 
benefits. 

Last year, union workers at the Iowa Beef Packers 
plant in Dakota City, Nebraska, were forced into a mili
tant strike to defend past wage gains. The bosses called 
in the nationaJ guard and the cops to attack picket lines. 
The workers were forced to return without a wage in
crease. Workers in most major meatpacking plants have 
been forced to take cuts of 25 percent to 40 percent in 
wages and benefits. 

The Armour situation poses point-blank the question, 
who controls the plants? Armour/ConAgra has taken the 
position that they have the right to run the plants without 
any union protection· for the workers. 

When I was in Nicaragua eight months ago, I saw first- · 
hand that the situation could be very different. In many 
privately-owned factories there workers exercise some 
control over their employers. The unions not only won 
protection from the bosses, but they also checked the 
bookkeeping and kept an eye on the supervision of the 
plant. That's what unions in this country can ultimately 
do, too. 

In addition, when the contract expires on Sept. I , 
1985, binding arbitration would be used to resolve a set
tlement based on "labor costs reflective of the meatpack
ing industry." The arbitrator's decision would bind both 
parties for three years. In other words, we would have 
our wages frozen at $8 per hour for the next five years. 

The ultimatum from the company concluded by saying 
if the membership rejected this offer, all 13 plants would . 
be shut down December 17, a new work force would be 
hired, and the plants would reopen nonunion. 

Workers in my plant rejected the company's ultimatum 
because we have given too many concessions already, 
Two years ago we gave up our cost-of-living wage in
creases. Now Armour wants to cut our wages, even 
though the company is making money. The new owner of 
Armour, ConAgra, has announced its plans to carry out 
its threat to shut down all 13 Armour plants on December 
17 and reopen them the next day with a new work force. 

Many younger workers in the plant feel we can do 
something to prevent this. One worker asked, "What 
gives Armour the right to fire all of us? We should take 
some action to prevent this closure." 

It is not the permanent fate of workers in this country 
that we have to give away more and more of our rights 
and wages under continuously escalating company 
threats. This is what we felt and this is what we realized 
when we voted a big NO against Armour's ultimatum. 

The excuse for this ultimatum is that Greyhound 

-LETTERS-------------------
SWP on radio 

I have just heard the Boston 
mayoral debate over WBZ radio, 
in which Socialist Workers Party 
candidate Eloise Linger partici
pated. I congratulate Eloise on an 
exceptional appearance on the 
panel. As a result of the debate, I 
would like information on how to 
become a member of the SWP. 

However, the note on broadcast 
coverage of the debate in that 
week's Militant implied only Bos
ton-area readers would be able to 
listen in, whereas WBZ, a 50,000-
watt "clear channel" station, is 
heard throughout the eastern half 
of the United States and Canada. 

In future issues of the Militant , 
I would like to see a section de
voted to a listing of broadcast ap
pearances of SWP members and 
candidates. In cases of programs 
scheduled for after the issue is 
published, stations noted should 
be accompanied by their fre
quency and the station's signal 
distance and reception area (the 
sales department of the station will 
provide a map of it free of charge). 
Dave Saint-Germain 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

Tenneco responsible 
The people who work at or live 

near Tenneco Oil Refinery are out
raged. On the night of August 31, 
a Tenneco storage tank filled with 
5 million gallons of gasoline 
exploded. The explosion produced 
an enormous cloud of smoke and 
fire that shot up 200 feet, lighting 
the sky over the industrial suburb 
of Chalmette. 

The explosion caused the death 
of 2 workers and sent over 30 
others to the hospital for treatment 
of bums and other injuries. During 
the fire, 3,200 Chalmette residents 
were forced to evacuate. 

It wasn' t until September 2, two 
days after the explosion, that the 
charred remains of Eddie Dolese 
were found near the exploded 
tank. Another worker, Leonard 
Carollo, was killed shortly after 
the fire was put out. Carollo, an 
electrician and member of Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers 
Local 4-522 was told to work on 
high voltage equipment which 
electrocuted him. OSHA and other 
authorities are investigating the 
two deaths . 

Since the explcy;ion , an impor
tant discussion around safety has 
occurred among workers at the re-

finery. Socialists who work at the 
plant report that many of their 
coworkers are angry and blame 
Tenneco for unsafe conditions, 
dangerous speed up, and a concern 
for profits at the expense of human 
life. Many question Tenneco's 
public statement after the explo
sion defending its "safety record ." 

Socialist candidate for governor 
Michele Smith works at Tenneco 
and helped put out the fire. Smith 
points out that Tenneco must take 
full responsibility for the deaths 
that have resulted. The speed up, 
increased overtime, and concern 
for profits above all, directly con
tribute to the lack of safety at Ten
neco. Placing its profits above the 
lives of refinery workers and local 
residents is the underlying cause 
for Tenneco's long history of ex
plosions and injuries. 
Nels J' Anthony 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

USSR & Korean airliner · 
The Militant failed to 

adequately address one of the cen
tral questions raised by the inci
dent, namely the nature of the de
fense policies of the USSR. 
Apparently, the Soviet leadership 
has taken the position that they re
serve the right on principle to de
stroy any foreign aircraft, military 
or civilian, that violates Soviet 
airspace. This is a reactionary pos
ition. In fact, it is essential to dis
tinguish between military and civi
lian aircraft. There is no moral, 
political , or military justification 
for a policy which sanctions at
tacks on civilians as a matter of 
course. 

If, in a specific instance , a ci
vilian plane is destroyed or dam
aged by mistake or accident , it is 
necessary to publicly admit that an 
error has been made and issue an 
apology (which, for example , Is
rael did-eventually- after it shot 
down a Libyan airliner). 

Also, the defense policies of a 
workers' state have a political as 
well as military and legal-juridical 
dimension . In other words, while 
the USSR may be within its rights 
in firing on an intruding plane 
under certain circumstances, that 
does not necessarily mean that the 
best response is to automatically 
shoot it down. The defense of the 
country may be better served by 
"swallowing its pride" so to speak 
and escorting or following the 
plane out to international airspace 

and launching an official com
plaint later. 

If it is true , as it may well be, 
that the U.S. is using civilian air
craft for aggressive military pur
poses against the USSR, then the 
Russians should have made a pub
lic exposure of this practice and 
demanded before international 
public opinion that it be stopped. 

In addition, the Militant failed 
to analyze sufficiently the re
sponse of the Soviet leadership to 
the incident and the crisis which 
followed. The Soviet leaders 
neither explained what had actu
ally happened adequately, nor 

· clarified their defense policy, nor 
exposed the hypocrisy of the im
perialist propaganda campaign. 
Domestically, the Soviet leader
ship censored information reiating 
to the incident thereby preventing 
the Russian working class from 
studying and discussing the events 
and their bearing on national de
fense. Internationally, the Soviet 
leaders have done absolutely noth
ing to counteract the disorientation 
and demoralization within the 
workers' movement caused by the 
imperialist propaganda campaign. 
If a small newspaper like the Mili
tant can do a convincing job of ex
posing the hypocrisy of the 
bourgeoisie , surely the USSR with 
its vast material resources and in
fluence could do something. 
Soviet representatives at the 
United Nations and the Madrid 
conference ignominiously failed 
to defend themselves by standing 
up to the imperialist propaganda. 
Ray Pinback 
Bronx, New York 

Brink's 
I must agree with the opening of 

your article, "Brinks trial used to 
smear Black movement" in the 
September 30 Militant. Because 
the U.S. government has launched 
a smear campaign against the 
Black Liberation Movement to 
justify their pig raids, arrests, and 
assaults against Black anti-im
perialist, white anti-imperialist , 
and all oppressed people. 

The capitalist media didn't only 
aid the pigs by trying to justify 
their oppressive assaults, it also 
aided in smearing the true political 
context of this revolutionary act of 
expropriation from the oppressive
rich-capitalist U.S. government, 
to feed the starving-to-death Black 
people and oppressed peoples. 

Paul Abel is a member of United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 1011. 

In your article I find that you 
even failed to acknowledge the 
true political base of this Brink's 
robbery when you said it was the 
political views of the defendants, 
not the robbery and killings, that 
took center stage. There is no 
doubt you are saying this revolu~ 
tionary act of expropriation was 
nothing but an unjustified robbery 
and killings. The politics of those 
charged justifies the robbery and 
killing. 

You also said, the real purpose 
of the trials wasn't to solve a 
crime. You again fai led to . ac
knowledge this was a "political 
crime" against the exploitative 
U.S. government and not just a 
criminal act . 

There's no doubt in my mind or 
members of the Black Liberation 
Movement that the Brink' s case 
was not an individual act of ter" 
rorism. 

The revolutionary freedom 
fighters who have been captured 
by U.S. imperialism and charged 
with the Brink's robbery and some 
30 other charges are Prisoners of 
War who have committed them
selves to the liberation of New Af
rica (Black Belt) and the new Afri
can people (Afro-Americans) and 
all oppressed peoples. 

The Black Liberation Move
ment must wage armed struggle as 
well as political education and po
litical unity to win our freedom 
from the oppressive , racist, 
exploitative, and sexist U.S. gov
ernment (capitalist system) . 
A prisoner 
Indiana 

Rail workers killed 
Thl'ee rail workers were killed 

in the early morning October 1 in 
two separate incidents in the 
Newark area. 

In the first incident, two mem~ 
bers of a track crew were struck by 
a northbound Amtrak train be
tween Newark and New York 
City. Killeo were crew foreman 
Henry Brooks and trackman Al
bert Chinchar. Chinchar was 
thrown 50 feet into the Hacken
sack River and his body has not 
been recovered. 

The second incident occurred 
shortly after. A New Jersey 
Transit train operating south of 
Newark's Penn Station struck and 
·killed maintenance crew member 
Alfredo Guidice. 

Amtrak officials said that the 
two workers killed in the first inci
dent were on the wrong side of the 
track. But the Newark Star-Ledger 
quotes Jed Dodd, general chair
man of the Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employees, 
"I can't accept at this stage that our 
members were at fault." Dodd also 
accuses Amtrak of covering up in 
the incident in which Guidice was 
killed. 
Phil Norris 
Newark, New Jersey 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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Ariz. bosses use floods against strikers 
State troopers escort scabs, block roads to flood victims 
BY KAREN KOPPERUD 

CLIFfON-MORENCI, Ariz. - The 
nation~] news reports of the devastating 
floods that hit southeastern Arizona on Oc
tober 1-2, have scarcely mentioned that 
some of the towns in this area are the scene 
of a bitter struggle between Phelps Dodge 
Corp. and the 13 unions of its employees 
who were forced out on strike July I. 

Clifton, the town adjacent to Morenci 
where Phelps Dodge has its largest opera
tion, was hardest hit. Last year Greenlee 
County, where Clifton-Morenci is located, 
had an unemployment rate of 67 percent
one of the highest in the country. Phelps 
Dodge shut down its mine and smelter en
tirely for six months from October 1982 to 
April 1983. Then, after a few months of 
work, Phelps Dodge launched a union
busting drive forcing the unions out on 
strike when it knew their workers had 
meager financial resources. 

The sparsely covered desert landscape in 
Clifton has been distorted by huge dumps 
of waste from the open-pit mine and the 
smelter. Within a few hours , unusually 
heavy rains raised the level of the San 
Francisco River until most of the town was 
under raging water. All roads were cut off 
and telephone lines were down. Most of 
the town was in darkness, with no electric
ity, water, natural gas, or sewage system. 

The October 7 Tucson Citizen quoted 
Town Administrator Manuel Perea: 
"We've got $12.3 million in total damage 
so far. We've given service or help to 
3,500 people so far (Clifton's population is 
4,215)." 

By October 6 the waters had receded 
somewhat, leaving great pools of greenish 
water a~d tons of stinking mud. All water 
is still contaminated, in part by the blue
green copper tailings from the Phelps 
Dodge dump. Two days later those streets 
that were dry were being sprayed with 
water. This was to keep down the dust in .an 
attempt to prevent valley fever, a pleural 
fungus endemic to Arizona. 

In the midst of this devastation and suf
fering, two elements remain unchanged. 
One is the tenacity and courage of the 
people of Clifton. The other is the com
pany's uncompromising drive to break 
the unions. 

During the two days Clifton was in dark
ness and confusion and both Clifton and 
Morenci were cut off. by flooded roads, 
Phelps Dodge lodged 500 trapped out-of
town scabs in the company-owned 
Morenci Club. Some of the first Red Cross 
relief supplies were reportedly helicoptered 
in to feed this group. Strikers were not wel
come. 

The bridge on the road out of Clifton had 
been closed for two-and-one-half days. 
The town was cut in half. There were 
rumors of looting. With no telephones, 
people were desperate to get to their 
homes. People on the other side of the 
bridge couldn't get drinking water. The 
police kept the bridge closed until it was 
time for the afternoon shift change of scab 
workers. The first thing allowed across was 
a eavalcade of scab cars. 

Clifton residents who were struggling 
through slimy mud and waist-deep water 
trying to save a few possessions from their 
drowned homes, found access to the main 
road blocked by the police to allow the 
scab cavalcade to pass unhindered. At that 
point tempers flared. Rocks and angry 
words were thrown. 

One reason people were so angry was 
that in August they had watched 800 Na
tional Guardsmen and state troopers roll 
into town with a mile or more of equipment 
and several helicopters. They had been sent 
by Democratic Gov. Bruce Babbitt to hep 

· Phelps Dodge brjng in scabs to reopen the 
Morenci operation after it had been shut 

·down for 10 days by mass picketing. 

Flood damage in Clifton, Arizona. 

Strikers have beeiJ supporting their 
families on $55-per-week strike pay plus 
whatever the Morenci miners' Women's 
Auxiliary has been able to ~rganize. Now 
many have lost everything, including their 
homes, 

The govemor, who is referred to as 
Scabbitt in the copper towns, toured the 
town on October 4. Strikers told him what 
they thought of him. One man said, "I 

don't want to see you in my town." 
Tomas Aguilar, mayor of Clifton and fi

nancial secretary of the striking United 
Steelworkers .of America Local 616, was 
shown on national television confronting 
Babbitt, demanding to know where the Na
tional Guard was now, now that the people 
needed help. He also told Babbitt, "If you 
ran for offic.e today, you would not get one 
single vote in this town!" 

The company used the Monday rock
throwing incident to break off negotiations 
once again. "We're certainly not going to 
continue to bargain under these condi
tions," said Jack Ladd, Phelps Dodge di
rector of labor relations. "We made it clear 
we would not engage in any bargaining 
while there was any sign of violence on the 
picket line or intimidation pf our employ
ees." 

The news that Phelps Dodge had broken 
off negotiations again rekindled people's 
anger. People gathered for the 3:00 p.m. 
shift-change picket line with renewed 
vigor. The state troopers were present, 
strung out along the road between the strik
ers and scab cavalcade. One striker de
scribed them as being on a "real harassing 
rampage these days." 

One of their number turned on several 
strikers' children who were playing in the 
water, calling them "dirty little maggots." 

Earlier in the strike, one of these chil
dren, at home alone, found himself sur
rounded by four squad cars full of heavily 
armed troopers who demanded to know 
where his father, an officer in International 
Association of Machinists Lodge 1132, 
was. When he told them, they left, telling 
him that they had a warrant for his father's 
arrest. 

The company and the police are also cir
culating rumors that strikers are preventing 
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Vietnamese leader speaks at UN, 
hits U.S. war in Central America 
BY WILL REISSNER 

UNITED NATIONS - "I see many 
signs that we are witnessing the prelude to 
a second Vietnam, this time in Central 
America and in Lebanon," Vietnam's for
eign minister Nguyen Co Thach told report
ers here at an October 5 news conference. 

Thach repeated this warning two days 
later in an address tp the UN General As
sembly. There he reminded delegates that 
in the 1960s u.s. administrations had ac
cused Vietnam of being a "tool" of the 
Soviet Union and China and had claimed 
that the Vietnamese liberation struggle was 
simply "communist expansion." 

Today, he added, Washington is making 
the same charges against the "struggle for 
independence and freedom" waged by the 
peoples of Nicaragua, El Salvador, and 
other countries of Central America and the 
Caribbean in order to find "pretexts for in
tervention and aggression." 

The Vietnamese diplomat warned the 
General Assembly that the same "logic of 
military escalation that led the United 
States to the bloody war in Vietnam" is 
now being "repeated in Central America 
and Lebanon." He pointed to the U.S. mil
itary aid and advisers and naval maneuvers 
that characterized the early stages of U.S. 
intervention in Vietnam, drawing a parallel 
to the present situation in these other re
gions. 

"When they sent American advisers to 
Vietnam," Thach reminded reporters on 
October 5, "they said the advisers would 
not take part in combat. 

"Later they said the advisers were being 
attacked and that marines would be sent to 
protect them. Then they said the marines in 
Danang were in danger and had the right to 
defend themselves. 

"Still later," Thach continued, "they 
said the marines could fire at any potential 
danger, even if they had not been at-
tacked." · 

He added, "this is exactly what is hap-

pening now in Lebanon and in Central 
America." 

Thach reminded reporters of the fabri
cated Tonkin Gulf incident in 1964, when 

., the Johnson administration claimed Viet
namese patrol boats had fired on U.S. war
ships and used the incident to justify the es
calation of U.S. involvement. "To have a 
second Vietnam there will have to be a sec
ond 'Tonkin Gulf incident,' so you must be 
very vigilant," Thach stated. 

But Thach also highlighted two major 
differences between the beginnings of U.S. 
intervention in Vietnam and the present 
situation in Central America and Lebanon. 
"Now, even before another Vietnam War 
has started, the conscience of the American 
people is already aroused. That is a big dif
ference," he emphasized. 

Moreover, Thach told the press, today 
people know that U.S. imperialism can be 
defeated. He remarked that on his recent 
trip to Nicaragua and the Caribbean island 
of Grenada, both targets of Reagan admin
istration threats, he found that people "are 
very, very determined and have great con
fidence that they would win any war, be
cause they saw that the Vietnamese won." 

In his speech to the UN General Assem
bly, Thach blasted the United Nations role 
in Southeast Asia, a region that has been 
the site of war· for four decades. 

Thach noted that in the past four decades 
vast amounts of munitions have been used 
against "the Asian, African, and Latin 
American peoples' struggles for in4epen
dence and freedom," and that "the bombs 
and ammunition used in the Vietnam War 
alone has far exceeded the amount used 
during the first and second world wars 
combined." 

The history of Laos, Kampuchea, and 
Vietnam, he stated, "points to the UN's in
competence in the face of the successive 
and bloody wars of aggression" against 
them. 

"From 1945 until now," he pointedly re
minded the delegates, "the UN majority 

has been silent in the face of the thunder of 
millions of tons of bombs and shells used 
by the aggressors against the three In
dochinese peoples." He added that four 
permanent members of the UN Security 
Council (the United States, France, Bri-. 
tain, and China) had themselves "commit
ted aggression against the Indochinese 
countries." 

Today, Thach remarked, the Un:.~ed Na
tions is an obstacle to peace in Indochina. 
He reminded delegates that since the Pol 
Pot regime was overthrown in 1979 in 
Kampuchea, after presiding over the 
deaths of 2 million Kampucheans, the UN 
has voted every year to allow Pol Pot's rep
resentative to keep Kampuchea's UN seat. 

And under the guise of humanitarian aid, 
the UN is funneling supplies to Pol Pot's 
guerrillas in their camps along the Thai
Kampuchean border so they can continue 
to "undermine the rebirth of the Kampu
chean people," Thach noted bitterly. 

He warned that "if the United Nations 
continues its present policy, then the ques
tion of peace and stability .in Southeast 
Asia will be settled outside the UN 
framework," as happened in the first and 
second Indochina wars. 

The UN will vote in late October on 
whether Pol Pot's representative will keep 
Kampuchea' s seat for another year. The 
General Assembly is again likely to seat 
the ousted Pol Pot regime, with the dele
gates from the United States, its allies, and 
China leading the campaign in Pol Pot's 
behalf. 

Thach urged the delegates to adopt in
stead the solution of the recent Nonaligned 
Summit conferences, where Kampuchea's 
seat was left vacant. 

Reminding the delegates that "since the 
Russian revolution, the world has wit
nessed the emergence of countries with dif
ferent social systems and hundreds of inde
pendent countries breaking out of the colo
nial system," Thach noted that "this is the 
evolution of history." 
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