




Maine paperworkers demonstrate in Boston 
Picket offices of insurance company that owns stock in International Paper 
BY JON HILLSON 

BOSTON - Paperworkers on strike 
against International Paper Co. in Jay, 
Maine, joined unionists from the Boston 
area in a spirited picket line at the offices of 
Liberty Mutual Insurance Co. here De
cember 11. Liberty Mutual is a major stock
holder in IP and has a seat on its board of 
directors. 

The action, which aimed at putting pres
sure on IP to begin serious negotiations 
with the striking unions, was sponsored by 
the Massachusetts AFL-CIO. 

Some I ,250 members of United Paper
workers International Union Local 14 and 
Firemen and Oilers Local 246 have been on 
strike at IP's Androscoggin Mill in Jay 
since June 16, after they rejected a final 
contract offer that included elimination of 
Sunday premium pay, introduction of a 
"team concept" productivity plan, con
tracting out of work done by union mem
bers , an end to Christmas as a shutdown 
holiday, and other concessions. Also on 
strike or locked out are paperworkers at IP 
mills in De Pere, Wisconsin; Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania; and Mobile, Alabama. 

Union officials from the Massachusetts 
AFL-CIO, Amalgamated Clothing and 
Textile Workers Union, New England 
United Farmworkers Union, Boston Build
ing Trades Council , and several other 
unions spoke at the picket line and pledged 
their support to the strikers. 

Local 14 President Bill Meserve pre
sented letters from strikers' children to Lib
erty Mutual's public relations manager 
Whit Lancaster. 

A few days earlier, the December 9 
union/family meeting in Jay heard a report 
on plans for Caravan '88. This month
long, self-supporting caravan of some 50 
strikers and supporters will travel through
out Maine, beginning with a kick-off rally 
in Jay on January 6. Over 25 cities and 
towns are currently on the itinerary. 

Caravan members will be holding public 
rallies; speaking at local schools; distribut
ing leaflets at plant gates and door-to-door 
about the issues in the strike; recruiting 
people to join the caravan; and taking part 
in dances, bean suppers, and other fund
raisers. A letter from the Maine AFL-CIO 

• to all local unions encouraging them to 
"mobilize support for this caravan on a 
scale that has never been seen before" in 
the state was sent out on December 9. 

The caravan is "part of a broader coordi
nated corporate campaign against IP," 
which Ray Rogers has been hired to direct. 
The caravan, the letter goes on, "will con
tinue throughout New England, and per
haps beyond." 

Ray Pineau, coordinator of the caravan, 
urged members to sign up for the effort at 
the December 9 meeting. "The people 

don't want to hear politicians or interna
tional [union] reps , they want to hear you, 
why you're out on strike for six months." 
Pineau told the Militant that 200 strikers 
have signed up to participate in the caravan 
since it was announced several weeks ago. 

For most workers this will be the first 
time they've ever spoken in public. Many 
have been inspired to sign up after hearing 
reports at the weekly union/family meet
ings from other labor "ambassadors" from 
Jay who've gone out to speak at union 
meetings throughout the region. Brent 
Gay, the locals' outreach coordinator, re
ported at the December 9 meeting that the 
strikers have spoken to over 75 union meet
ings since mid-October. 

A new layer of members has also come 
forward to help staff union committees and 
organize other strike activities , such as 
building an addition on to Local14's union 
hall. 

Donations, messages of support, andre
quests for speakers can be addressed to: 
UPIU Local 14, Box 272, Jay , Maine 
04239. Telephone (207) 897-5423. 

Militant/Margrethe Siem 
Children marching in November 21 protest in Jay, Maine. Children of strikers have 
also sent protest letters to Liberty Mutual official. 

Canadian immigration officials twist 
facts on strip search of socialist 
BY HARRY RING 

Buck-passing, crude twisting of facts , 
and patent nonsense are being used by U.S . 
and Canadian customs officials to explain 
away their victimization of Mac Warren, a 
leader of the Socialist Workers Party and 
longtime Black rights fighter. 

Warren was illegally denied entrance 
into Canada September 19. He was held by 
Canadian customs officials for five hours 
and grilled about his political activity. His 
personal papers were scrutinized. And he 
was then subjected to a degrading strip 
search. 

On being turned over to U.S. customs 
officials at Montreal.International Airport 
for a return flight , Warren was targeted for 
further harassment and abuse. 

Canadian customs has now formally ad
mitted its agents did strip-search Warren. 

In response to a letter of complaint from 
Warren's Canadian attorney, Stuart Rus
sell , the district customs manager, Regent 
Ross, writes: 

"The body search was . .. to verify that 
your client was not secreting anything on 
his person as a result of a roll of tape found 
in his baggage. [! ]" 

Equally nonsensically , the letter asserts 
that "the initial search of his baggage was 

to try to establish for Immigration pur
poses, the reason of his trip to Canada." 

Apart from any absence of a hint as to 
what information would be gleaned "for 
Immigration purposes" from a scrutiny of 
his baggage, the fact is that Warren 
explained the purpose of his trip at the out
set- to visit friends and associates. 

Rejecting attorney Russell's request to 
interview the agents involved, Ross blandly 
asserts that since "the above explanations 
provide you with our reasons," no inter
view is necessary. 

And, passing the buck on Russell's re
quest for a copy of their file on Warren, 
Ross responds that "this case was an Immi
gration matter and not a Customs one." 

The letter repeats the false claim that 
Warren's troubles began with "his total 
lack of cooperation in answering ques
tions .... " 

U.S. customs is equally evasive about its 
role in the matter. 

In response to a letter from Leonard 
Boudin, Warren's U.S. attorney, the re
gional customs commissioner, Richard 
McMullen , passed the buck to Canadian 
officials. Warren's complaint is that U.S. 
customs agents insisted on a painstaking 
search of his baggage when he was turned 
over to them by Canadian agents. 

This was done even though the U.S. 
agents knew Warren had been in custody 
from the time of his arrival in Canada. The 
labored "search" resulted in his missing a 
scheduled return flight to New York and 
consequent further Canadian custody and 
interrogation. 

Neither the U.S. or Canadian officials 
address the obvious fact that Warren was 
singled out for special scrutiny at the Cana
dian border because he is Black, and that 
the victimization escalated when they 
realized he was a socialist leader. 

Since this experience - and the signifi
cant protest it evoked - Warren has re
turned to Canada several times without in
cident. 

Workers' contpensation cuts 
are blow to Maine workers 

N.Y. unions back paperworkers' fight BY JON HILLSON 
JAY, Maine - Cutbacks in workers' 

compensation benefits made by the Maine 
legislature in November will result in in
creased pain, physical hardship , and men
tal suffering for workers who are hurt on 
the job here. 

Sharon Gonyea, a striker from Jay who 
sustained a serious back injury working for 
International Paper, said in her testimony, 
"There are days I want to cry. There are 
days I am very bitter. There are days I can't 
cry and don't feel enough hope to feel bit
ter. There are the days I have given up hope 
of ever being a whole person again ." 

BY SUSAN LaMONT 
NEW YORK - Paperworkers from 

Jay, Maine, visited New York City, the Al
bany area in upstate New York, and New 
Jersey in early December to help spread the 
word about their strike against Interna
tional Paper Co. 

Dick Dalessandro, area vice-president of 
United Paperworkers International Union 
Local 14, and Chuck Fullerton, secretary
treasurer of Firemen and Oilers Local 246, 
addressed the Industrial Union Council 
(IUC) of New Jersey on December 4. Fifty 
union officials representing most major 
unions in the state took up a collection for 

Holiday schedule 
for the 'Militant' 

We want to alert readers to our holiday 
printing schedule. The next issue will be 
printed and mailed on Wednesday, De
cember 23. 

We will not print the following week. 
The first issue to be printed in 1988 will be 
mailed on January 7. 

Distributors can contact the Business 
Office at (212) 929-3486 by 7:00p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 22 for changes in bun
dle sizes for the next issue. 

the strikers and matched it with a contribu
tion from the IUC. 

In the evening, the strikers spoke to a 
meeting of the Hispanic Labor Committee 
in New York City. Unionists representing 
garment workers, government employees, 
hotel and restaurant workers, hospital 
workers, and others attended. 

The following week, Local 14 Vice
president Felix Jacques and member Shar
on Gonyea received a warm reception at a 
meeting of the Albany Solidarity Commit
tee, a standing committee of that city's 
Central Federation of Labor. They also met 
with Edward Cleary, president of the New 
York State AFL-CIO, who donated $1 ,000 
on the spot and pledged further support to 
the strike. There is a big concentration of 
paper mills in the upper New York State 
area. 

On December II Jacques and Gonyea 
spoke at a successful rally at the State Uni
versity of New York in Albany, where 
some 25 students listened with great inter
est as the strikers described their struggle. 
The students began discussing plans to or
ganize a bus trip to Jay to attend one of the 
weekly union/family meetings. 

This report was compiled with the help of 
Larry Lane from Albany and Morrie Die
trich from New York City . 

Maine Gov. John McKernan terms the 
cuts a "reform." Among the reforms are 
provisions that reduce the categories of 
permanent disability. For example, the loss 
of an arm or leg is now considered a partial 
disability, with compensation limited to 
seven and a half years. 

Under the new definitions , the company 
has the right to force the partially disabled 
to be retrained - for a job that requires 
only one arm or leg. Refusal to retrain re
sults in the loss of benefits. The disabled 
worker can also be required to move any
where in the state in order to fill a suitable 
job. 

The cuts in compensation benefits got 
backing from both Democrats and Republi
cans after a campaign by the state's insur
ance companies. The companies said they 
would leave the state unless the "reform" 
measure was passed. 

Hundreds of paperworkers, including 
some on strike against International Paper 
here, joined other unionists in Augusta, the 
state capital, in October. They came to 
show the union movement 's opposition to 
the new bill and testify against it. 

"I am very concerned about the next per
son that gets hurt on the job should this bill 
pass. What kind of future do they have to 
look forward to?'' Gonyea asked, urging 
the legislators to talk with her afterward 
about what it's like to live with an injury 
like hers. Not one came to talk with her. 

.---- New York City -----. 

A Young Socialist Alliance 
forum . . . 

The Stock Market Crash 
and the International Fight 
ror a New Economic Order 

Hear Jack Barnes, Socialist Work
ers Party National Secretary . Sat., 
Dec. 19, 7 p.m. 79 Leonard St., 
Manhattan (5 blocks south of 
Canal St.). Sponsor: YSA and 
Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (212) 226-8445 . 
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-EDITORIAlS-------:--------

Stop move to close PLO mission! 
Washington's move to shut down the Palestine Liber

ation Organization's observer mission at the United Na
tions has sparked significant international protest. 

With a single dissenting vote, the United Nations 
Committee on International Legal Matters endorsed a 
resolution December 11 affirming the right of the PLO to 
continue its 13-year-old observer mission. 

One hundred nations voted for the resolution . The 
U.S . committee member refused to vote, arguing Con
gress had not yet approved the shutdown. Israel cast the 
lone no vote. 

Twelve West European governments and Canada 
made statements charging that closing the mission would 
be a violation of Washington's agreement as host to the 
United Nations not to interfere in its functioning. 

The Israeli government, whose troops are currently 
shooting down Palestinian protesters in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, shamelessly argued the observer mission 
must be shut down because the PLO is a "terrorist" or
ganization. 

The anti-PLO bill was approved by a conference com
mittee of the Senate and House December 3 and is to be 
voted on by both houses. The bill has broad support 
among Republicans and Democrats alike, with liberals as 
strongly in favor of the undemocratic measure as right
wingers. 

The move to close the PLO's UN office comes on the 
heels of a State Department order to close the Palestine 
Information Office in Washington. Despite the clear vio
lation of First Amendment rights, this was upheld by a 
federal court. 

The Palestine Information Office makes information 
available on the liberation struggle of the Palestinian 
people and helps circulate the views of the PLO. 

The moves to muzzle the information office and the 
PLO are so blatant a violation of democratic rights that 
strong objection has been registered in this country as 
well as internationally. 

Editorials opposing the action have appeared in the 
Washington Post, New York Times, and New York News
day. Sharp criticism was voiced by the American-Israeli 
Civil Liberties Coalition. The American Civil Liberties 
Union is representing the Palestine Information Office in 
its fight against the closing. 

The aim of the bipartisan move to achieve the shut
down has nothing to do with "terrorism." It is a bureau
cratic means to stifle a point of view that is beginning to 
win a broader hearing in this country -the point of view 
of those fighting for liberation from the brutal oppression 
of the U.S.-backed Israeli regime. 

What to do about nuclear waste 
Every day more nuclear waste is being produced. It is 

accumulating at nuclear power plants, nuclear missile
and submarine-making facilities, and wherever else nu
clear power is in use. And the U.S. government and big 
business are searching for communities that can be forced 
to serve as dumping grounds for the poison. 

At the Three Mile Island nuclear power station near· 
Harrisburg, Pennsylania, workers are still clearing huge 
amounts of radioactive debris produced by the partial 
meltdown of the Unit 2 reactor in 1979. The waste in
cludes 2 million gallons of water and 293,000 pounds of 
debris. Two-thirds of the latter has already been removed 
to be stored- where? 

Officials of the GPU Nuclear Corp. claim that the 
cleanup - which has just experienced one of many de
lays and breakdowns - is to be completed by May 1989. 
The damaged plant, we are told, will then be placed in 
"storage." Where? 

If members of a joint congressional conference com
mittee have their way, Nevada will be designated as the 
dump site for the most deadly wastes . The committee is 
resolving differences between the House and Senate ver
sions of a measure to reduce the federal deficit. The Sen
ate had tacked on to its version a provision to speed selec
tion of a dump site and narrow the choices. Now the com
mittee is considering choosing Nevada's Yucca Moun
tain region. 

If the Nevada site proves unfeasible, however, the leg
islation provides that sites in Hanford, Washington, or 
Deaf Smith County, Texas, could be targeted instead. 

The Nevada site would be less expensive, legislators 
say. And they no doubt hope that the people of the state, 
which has a population of 800,000 will not mount the 
kind of broad, visible, and politically embarrassing pro
tests that have taken place in more populated areas 
against nuclear waste dumping in other parts of the coun
try . 

Officials are readying the usual promises that there 
will be no threats to people, crops, or livestock from the 
nuclear wastes , which will remain radioactive for thou
sands of years. 

It won't be the first time communities have heard that 
one . 

Since 1962, for example, six commercial plants have 
been built to dispose of "low level" radioactive wastes, 
most of it from nuclear power plants . The government 
designates all but the most extremely radioactive items 
- such as fuel rods from nuclear plants - as "low 
level." In each case, the owners and their governmental 
backers talked as though safety was their middle name. 

But three of those "low level" waste disposal facilities 
have now been shut down, after the discovery that 
plutonium and other radioactive materials were seeping 
into local groundwater. A fourth site has now also begun 
leaking. 

In an effort to end resistance in communities to accept
ing supposedly "low level" nuclear wastes, Congress 
passed a law in 1980 requiring state governments to form 
regional compacts that could compel local governments 
and people to allow dumping in chosen areas . But the op
position continued, and not one of these sites has been 
selected. 

Of course, more and more sites will be needed as the 
pile of nuclear wastes mount ever higher. The govern
ment's guarantees about safety have been worthless. As 
Steven Frishman of Nevada' s Nuclear Waste Project Of
fice observed, "They're going to do anything they can to 
mask the deficiences of the site." 

Turning more parts of the country into poisoned dumps 
for nuclear wastes is no answer. The key to resolving the 
problem of nuclear waste is to stop producing it. 

Shut down the nuclear power plants now, and stop 
building more of them. Stop building nuclear missiles, 
nuclear submarines, and other nuclear arms . 

End U.S. funding of contra war 
Continued from front page 
~visors, spent millions upon millions to create and back 
the contra army , menaced Nicaragua with displays of 
naval might and mined her harbors, violated Nicaraguan 
airspace with spy flights , unleashed the CIA against the 
Sandinistas, and killed and wounded 40,000 Nicaraguans 
in the six-year contra war. 

Nothing then could be more outrageous than the spec
tacle of the U.S . imperialists demanding that Nicaragua 
disarm itself. 

Nicaragua is a sovereign nation and has the uncondi-
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tiona! right to determine its own affairs. This includes de
fending itself in the face of U.S.-organized aggression 
and getting the arms it needs from wherever it chooses. 

The U.S. government threatens to continue arming and 
funding the contras indefinitely if Nicaragua's Sandinista 
government doesn't knuckle under. 

A loud outcry is needed against this latest move to give 
still more aid to the contras. Unionists, students , antiwar 
activists, farmers, antiracist fighters, and others need to 
join forces to get out the truth about Washington ' s ag
gression against Nicaragua. We need to demand no U.S. 
aid to the contras . Let Nicaragua live in peace! 

Are there too 
few babies in the 
'Western' world? 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

Our species reached the 5 billion mark this year, serv
ing as an occasion for many articles and reports worrying 
about the planet being overwhelmed with too many 
people. Many of the commentators are demanding more 
vigorous worldwide efforts to control population growth. 

Joining this discussion is another view , which con
tends that there are too few people. A book published ear
lier this year, the Birth Dearth by Ben Wattenberg, ar
gues this opinion . 

Wattenberg is a syndicated columnist and author and 
was a member of the U.S. delegation to the 1984 UN 
World Population Conference. His new book has re
ceived wide publicity. 

LEARNING ABOUT 
SOCIALISM 

Wattenberg ' s view seems to run 180 degrees opposite 
to that of the population control advocates. But that's ac
tually more appearance than fact. The catch is he only fa
vors increasing birth rates in a select group of countries, 
those that are "modem, industrial, and free ." 

He lists 22 countries, including the United States , 
Canada, Australia , New Zealand, Japan, and the coun
tries of Western Europe. All are imperialist countries, 
and with the exception of Japan, have an overwhelmingly 
white population. (When the obvious charge of racial 
bias is made, Wattenberg conveniently cites his inclusion 
of Japan to deny it.) 

For the great majority of humanity who don ' t live in 
the "free countries," Wattenberg sees declines in their 
birth rates as "heartening." This includes both countries 
oppressed by imperialist domination - the Third World 
- and the countries where capitalism has been over
turned. 

Wattenberg worries that only 15 percent of the world's 
population lives in the 22 "modem" countries, and that 
this could shrink to 9 percent in the next 40 years at cur
rent birth rates. This growing disproportion, he contends, 
"will hurt people and nations around the Western, mod
em world." 

He cites many reasons why this will be the case. 
Perhaps the most revealing is his contention that the 

"West" is the carrier of culture and progress and that this 
should continue to be the case . "Despite periodic reces
sions , stagflation , isolated occasional small wars in fara
way places , oil shocks, and terrorism, we are more pros
perous, healthier, more at peace, and more free than ever 
before," Wattenberg chirps. 

The "aspiring nations," he claims, "have also gained 
during this rare moment of big-power peace and Western 
prosperity, freedom, and technological advancement." 

This shows how Wattenberg' s entire presentation is 
transparently aimed at ideologically bolstering the domi
nation of imperialist oppressor nations against the grow
ing weight of the struggle for national liberation and 
socialism in the world today. 

Wattenberg casually dismisses the "small wars in fara
way places ." But these wars the "modems" have waged 
against such "aspiring nations" as Korea, Vietnam, An
gola, Algeria, Lebanon, and Iran have been among the 
bloodiest and most costly in human history. Moreover, 
"Western prosperity" is grinding down tens of millions of 
working people with a mounting debt to imperialist 
banks. 

As Wattenberg develops his argument , it becomes 
clear that of the select 22, he is primarily concerned with 
population levels in the United States. This country is the 
leader of the "free" countries and needs a large popula
tion in order to maintain its role as a dominant military 
power, he asserts . 

Wattenberg also contends that dangerously low birth 
rates in the imperialist countries will lead to economic 
turbulence. This , he says , will be the result of too many 
goods being produced for a shrinking domestic market. 

It ' s true that overproduction in the capitalist countries 
is leading to a growing social crisis. But this doesn't 
mean more goods are being produced than are needed, 
but rather that there are too many for the capitalists to 
continue getting a profitable return on their sales . 

Wattenberg' s "classic case in point" shows how his ar
gument falls apart at the first touch . He says that surplus 
housing will develop as the birth dearth continues. 

It's possible a housing glut will emerge for those who 
are able to afford homes, but many can't, as the current 
rise in homelessness shows. Today, there's clearly a 
shortage of adequate and affordable housing . 

Deep economic crises are coming to the capitalist 
countries as Wattenberg fears, but they won't be the re
sult of population shifts or birth rates, nor can they be 
explained by laws of demography . 

The generalized economic and social crisis that is com
ing will be the result of the evolution of capitalism- and 
can only be explained by understanding the laws of 
capitalist development. 






