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1:::~~~e:,.o1 U.S. gov't wins backing 
curtis backers for Mideast invasion 
allowed at 
hearing 
BYJOHNSTUDER 

DES MOINES, Iowa- Mark Curtis 
turned in 70 names of union leaders, civil 
and women's rights figures, and supporters 
of human rights who requested to be able to 
attend his parole hearing. Curtis is a union 
and political activist serving 25 years in Iowa 
state prison on friune-up charges because of 
his activity in defense of 17 Mexican and 
Salvadoran coworkers, 

The parole hearing will be held November 
20 at the John Bennett Unit ofthe Iowa State 
Penitentiary in Fort Madison, Iowa, where 
Curtis is being held. 

Under Iowa law, a central consideration 
that the board weighs in deliberating whether 
to parole a prisoner is the extent of community 
support for his release. Supporters of Curtis' 
freedom here in Des Moines, across Iowa, 
and as far away as Seattle, Philadelphia, and 
Tchula, Mississippi, had made arrangements 
to attend the hearing, which is public. 

Attendance at the hearing is regulated by 
individual prison authorities, based on secu
rity considerations. Each individual who re
quested to attend Curtis' parole hearing was 
to receive a questionnaire from the state pen
itentiary authorities, questioning them about 
any previous arrest record or convictions. 

The overwhelming majority of those ask
ing to attend Curtis' hearing turned their 
names in two weeks prior to the deadline 
established by prison officials, but none re
ceived the questionnaire by November 2. 
Curtis requested a meeting with his counselor 
to ask about the delay. 

He was told that officials in the office of 
Prison Warden Crispus Nix had decided not 
to process any of the requests of his support
ers to attend the hearing. They wanted to wait 
and make a new "policy" decision, the coun
selor said. 

Curtis said he did not understand the re
fusal to process the names of those who asked 
to attend his hearing. He had been told that 
around 30 people would be able to attend, 

Continued on Page 2 

New book in Spanish 
and English for 
antiwar fighters 

Just three weeks off the press, the 
first edition of Pathfinder's pamphlet 
U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! Cuba 
Speaks Out at the United Nations has 
virtually sold out. As part of an inter
national campaign, opponents of the 
accelerating imperialist-led war drive 
in the Mideast have gotten the pam
phlet into the hands of antiwar dem
onstrators, workers in factories, stu
dents, and farmers, and at plant gates. 
Some 4,200 copies have been shipped 
out by Pathfinder to meet this growing 
demand. 

Pathfinder is now preparing an ex
panded edition, in book form, to be 
published in both English and Spanish. 
jEE.UU. fuera del Oriente Media! 
Cuba habla en Naciones Unidas will 
be available November 15, and the 
new English-language book later in the 
month. Both will include new material 
from the debate on the latest UN Se
curity Council resolution giving more 
cover to Washington's drive toward 
war, as well as an updated introduction 
and chronology. Both books are being 
given the special antiwar campaign 
price of $9.95. 

U.S. M-60 tanks in Saudi Arabia. Defense Department announced it would begin calling up combat units from the reserves. 

BY GREG McCARTAN 
Taking another step toward war in the 

Middle East, U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker began an eight-nation trip November 
3 to hold meetings with officials of govern
ments that have committed military forces to 
the Arab-Persian Gulf region. 

"This crisis is entering a new phase," Ba
ker told reporters in Saudi Arabia. "I don't 
think that we can, nor should we, rule out 
resort to force, if that should be necessary," 
he said. 

Baker explained that his stopover in Saudi 
Arabia - and later visits to Egypt, Turkey, 
the Soviet Union, France, and Britain - was 
aimed at coordinating a military offensive into 
Iraqi-occupied Kuwait and against Iraq itself. 
Baker also held meetings with other Gulf state 
officials and will meet with the foreign min
ister of China while in Cairo, Egypt. 

Britain, China, France, the United States, 

and the Soviet Union are the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security 
Council. All five have endorsed a series of 
Security Council resolutions since the August 
2 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait backing each step 
in the U.S.-led war drive. 

"We need to know the degree to which 
countries are willing to support this joint 
effort as it moves forward," Baker said at a 

See coverage pages 4-5 

press conference in Bahrain, a small oil-rich 
country located on the Gulf. 

Bahrain 's ruler, Sheik Isa bin Sulman, and 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd both agreed to 
support a new UN resolution being drafted 
by the U.S. government authorizing the use 
of force against Iraq. 

Baker's aides said his talks with Gulf state 
officials emphasized that U.S. air superiority 
alone cannot defeat the Iraqi army and that 
heavy ground forces would need to be com
mitted. A high number of casualties is ex
pected from a ground war, Baker said. 

While the Saudi king had previously said 
U.S., British, French, and other troops were 
in the country only as a defense against Iraqi 
aggression, after meeting with Baker he said 
that once an offensive action began, Ameri
can forces would be free to plan and execute 
the attack without consulting Saudi military 
leaders. 

Commenting on the Baker visit, the Saudi 
daily newspaper Asharq AI Awsat said "the 
question now is not when will the war start, 
but when will it be decisively settled." 

Responding to an earlier remark by the 
Continued on Page 13 

'Militant' supporters campaign against 
war drive, strive to make sales goals 
BY RONI McCANN 

Supporters of the Militant are on a major 
effort to win thousands of new readers to the 
socialist press and make the international 
goals in the circulation campaign by Novem
ber 17. 

Special steps are being taken in cities in the 
United States and around the world to make 
this possible. In New York Militant supporter 
Tom Fiske has been elected citywide sales 
coordinator and will help the fight to deepen 
the campaign against the war by leading oth
ers in selling as many subscriptions to the 
Militant, Perspectiva Mundial, and Lutte 
ouvriere, and copies of New International and 
Nouvelle Internationale as possible. 

"We know we can take much better ad
vantage of the many of the opportunities we 
have here in the New York area by making 
the subscription campaign the central priority 
and involving every supporter in this effort," 
Fiske said. 

Fiske described the political openings they 
have in the New York area in the next week 
- five events and teach-ins on college cam
puses in opposition to the U.S. war drive in 
the Mideast, two citywide antiwar activities, 
a rally of city workers facing budget cuts and 
layoffs, continuing Daily News and Eastern 
strike support actions, and an upcoming tour 
of South African youth. 

"We got a good start by winning 16 new 
readers at a rally addressed by Rev. Jean
Bertrand Aristide, who is running for presi
dent of Haiti on November 4," said Fiske. 

Militant supporters who are members of 
the International Association of Machinists 
in the New York - New Jersey area, includ
ing Eastern strikers, are also gearing up to 
make their subscription drive goal of winning 
60 new readers. 

"We've had a lot of discussions with Ma-

chinists and Eastern strikers about the U.S. 
war drive in the Middle East, " said Eastern 
striker Ernie Mailhot, a member of lAM 
Local 101 8. "While a big majority are op
posed to the war moves, we realized we 
weren't getting out the Militant enough as 

Continued on Page 6 

Court denies Irish activist bail 
and attempts to limit rights 
BY MARC LICHTMAN 

NEW YORK - On November 5 Irish re
publican Joe Doherty lost his latest bid for 
bail. Doherty has been imprisoned in the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center here since 
June 1983. Doherty came to this country after 
escaping from prison in British-occupied 
Northern Ireland. He was a volunteer in the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA), fighting to end 
British rule and to reunite Ireland. 

The U.S. government hopes to deport him 
to Northern Ireland where he faces life im
prisonment for his role in a shoot-out be
tween the IRA and a counterinsurgency unit 
of the British Army. A British officer was 
killed in the confrontation. 

In making the decision, Federal Judge 
Miriam Cedarbaum said she found "substan
tial risk of flight," and also claimed that 

Doherty still has "strong ties to a foreign 
paramilitary organization." 

The judge's decision also attacked the 
rights of undocumented workers to due pro
cess. "A deportation proceeding is not a 
criminal proceeding," she said, "and the full 
trappings of legal protections that are ac
corded to criminal defendants are not neces
sarily constitutionally required. The differ
ence between pretrial and predeportation de
tention is even greater when the alien con
cedes, as Doherty does, that he is not a citizen 
and has entered the country illegally." 

Doherty, in fact, wants to remain in this 
country. On June 29, a Federal Appeals Court 
granted him the right to a hearing for political 
asylum. A date has not yet been set. U.S. 
Attorney General Richard Thornburg had 

Continued on Page 2 



Prison officials limit 
attendance at Curtis' 
prison parole hearing 
Continued from front page 
and he submitted a larger list in case some 
individuals became ill or were otherwise 
unable to attend. 

Prison policy is clear and unambiguous. 
Every issue of the monthly Inmate Newslet
ter, published by the prison authorities, states, 
"a list of all individuals you anticipate in 
attendance at your Parole Hearing, along 
with their complete addresses, regardless if 
they are already on your approved visiting 
list, MUST BE IN THE REGISTRAR'S OF
FICE NO LATER THAN THREE ( 3) WEEKS 
PRIOR TO YOUR SCHEDULED INTER
VIEW." 

Curtis' counselor told him the warden's 
office had decided that a different procedure 
would be followed in his case and only seven 
observers would be allowed at the parole 
hearing. In addition, he told Curtis, since the 
three-week deadline for processing requests 
had passed, it would be difficult for the prison 

Irish activist denied 
bail, as court attacks 
immigrant rights 
Continued from front page 
argued that granting Doherty political asylum 
would adversely affect relations between the 
U.S. and Britain, but the Appeals Court ruled 
that such political relations should not be a 
factor in deciding immigration cases. 

Doherty told Judge Cedarbaum that while 
he is no longer a member of the IRA, he still 
adheres to the goals of ending British occu
pation of the north of Ireland and reuniting 
his country. 

Doherty's attorneys Mary Pike and Steve 
Somerstein plan to appeal the bail denial. "It 
is clearly an ill omen for everyone," Some
rstein told the press. "The court said that a 
person can be held indefinitely without 
charges or conviction. That does not bode 
well for our constitution." 

New York's Mayor David Dinkins said the 
bail denial was "an affront to our democ
racy." Besides Dinkins, 109 congresspeople, 
10 senators, John Cardinal O'Connor, and 
the national AR..-CIO representing 14 mil
lion union members have supported Do
herty's right to bail and political asylum. 

For the past seven years, there have been 
ongoing demonstrations and petition cam
paigns in support of Doherty's rights. In June, 
the New York City Council placed a "Joseph 
Doherty Comer" street sign next to the prison 
where he is incarcerated. 

registrar to approve anyone. 
Curtis requested that prison authorities re

consider these policy changes. 
At issue, he said, is his responsibility to 

show the parole board the breadth of com
munity support for his release. The new pol
icy toward him, Curtis explained, arbitrarily 
restricted his ability to show the board his 
full support. 

A few hours later, Curtis' counselor in
formed him that the warden 's office had 
adopted a new policy that would allow nine 
people to observe the hearing. However, 
since the three-week deadline to process ap
plications was now past, Curtis would have 
to select nine observers from individuals 
already on his pre-approved visitor's list. 

Again, Curtis asked that the prison offi
cials reconsider this decision because it still 
denied him the ability to demonstrate the 
breadth of his support and limited attendance 
to immediate family members and close 
friends. 

On November 5, Curtis was informed by 
his counselor that the warden's office had 
adopted a third special policy for his parole 
hearing. 

While still restricted to nine individuals, 
he could now select nine from the list of 70 
he had submitted weeks earlier. Curtis' coun
selor told him that because of the late date, 
he had 40 minutes to pick the nine. 

Curtis submitted the names of his parents, 
and his wife and leader of the Mark Curtis 
Defense Committee Kate Kaku. He also se
lected a few of the prominent unionists, Black 
rights and farm activists, and supporters of 
human rights on the list. 

He also submitted six additional names, 
asking his counselor that prison authorities 
process them as well, in case one of the nine 
becomes ill or is unable to get enough time 
off work to attend. The counselor told Curtis 
that he could not give any assurances that the 
names would be processed, but he took the 
extra six names. 

"I think that it is a modest victory that I 
can select the nine people I want to attend 
my parole hearing, to show, even in this small 
way, the support for my freedom," Curtis told 
his defense committee in Des Moines by 
phone. "And I'm sending a letterto the parole 
board, telling them that I am looking forward 
to the hearing and about these recent devel
opments. I am also sending a copy of the list 
of the 70 people who wanted to attend the 
hearing. This way, even with the arbitrary 
decision to restrict the number of people who 
could attend, the board will know how broad 
the support on my behalf truly is." 

Militant/Margaret Jayko 
Mark Curtis, a unionist and political activist, is serving a 25-year jail term. He was 
framed up by Des Moines, Iowa, cops in 1988 on rape and burglary charges. More 
than 70 prominentfigures have asked to attend his parole hearing as a sign of support 
for his release. 

Messages from around world 
ask board to parole Curtis 
BY CHRIS REMPLE 

DES MOINES -Letters from New Zea
land, Cuba, Nicaragua, Sweden, and from all 
regions of the United States supporting pa
role for Mark Curtis have come pouring into 
the office of the Mark Curtis Defense Com
mittee here. 

Mark Curtis will be considered for parole 
at a hearing November 20 in Fort Madison, 
Iowa, before the State Board of Parole. The 
defense committee is gathering the letters to 
the parole board to demonstrate the broad 
public support for Curtis' parole. 

Many local union officials have written to 
the parole board, including from the United 
Mine Workers; the Iron Workers; the Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers; the Interna
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; 
District 65 of the United Auto Workers; and 
the International Association of Machinists. 
In addition, unionists from New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, and other countries are voicing 
their support for freedom for Mark Curtis. 

Damaso Vargas Loaisiga, a deputy in the 
National Assembly of Nicaragua and re
gional coordinator of the National Workers 
Front, sent a letter supporting parole. 

Joy Barth of the Franciscan order, who is 
hospitality coordinator of the Assisi Commu
nity Center in Rochester, Minnesota, wrote 
to the parole board. 

The Movement Against Racism and for 
Friendship among the Peoples in France has 
also sent a message. "Informed of the con
ditions whereby Mark Curtis was sentenced, 
our movement wants to express its firm belief 
that he should no longer be imprisoned," the 
antiracist organization said. 

Curtis' case has received broad support 
from working farmers who have firsthand 
knowledge of government and police frame
ups. Larry Ginter, the secretary of American 
Agriculture Movement of Iowa, Inc., wrote, 
"It is my opinion that to incarcerate him 
further will serve no purpose, he 's served 
enough time, so let's all let true justice run 
its course. I am writing this letter to ask that 
you overwhelmingly decide to give Mark 
Curtis his freedom." 

"Even if you are convinced of Mr. Curtis' 
guilt, which I am not, you must recognize 
that there is nothing in Mark's past history 
or behavior since his arrest and incarceration 
which would suggest that he poses any threat 
to the people of Iowa," wrote John Filter, the 
vice-general chairman of the United Trans
portation Union in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The letters from unionists, civil rights 
fighters, religious figures , and activists for 
social justice, will be delivered to the Board 
of Parole after a news conference planned 
for November 15 in Des Moines. 
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South African leader Mandela 
gets big welcome in Australia 
BY BOB ANDREWS 

SYDNEY, Australia- A crowd of 
30,000 people - waving flags, cheering, 
and unfurling banners proclaiming support 
for the freedom struggle in South Africa 
-greeted African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela at an October 24 
rally here. 

Participants came from everywhere to 
hear Mandela speak. High school students 
skipped classes and arrived by bus and 
train. University students, city workers, 
unionists, and immigrants from Asia to 
Latin America made their way to the event. 

Mandela thanked people 
of Australia for giving 
solidarity to the struggle 

Members of peace groups, Black rights 
organizations, and trade unions were on 
hand with their banners. 

Mandela, a guest of the Australian Federal 
Labor Government, acknowledged the gov
ernment's stand against apartheid in main
taining its sports and economic sanctions 
against the South African regime. He thanked 
the Australian people and said even through 
the thick prison walls "the steadfastness of 
your solidarity filtered through." 

Three-city tour 
While in Sydney, Mandela met with 

Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke and 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans and urged 
continuation of economic sanctions 
against the apartheid government. He re
jected a call by a leader of the Australian 
Liberal Party for a Commonwealth-span-

sored Eminent Persons Group to visit 
South Africa and determine whether sanc
tions should continue. 

"It is for the ANC and the rest of the 
liberation movement to take that decision," 
Mandela said, "and we will not take that 
decision to review sanctions until fundamen
tal and irreversible changes take place in the 
country." 

The freedom fighter also met with a del
egation of 20 Aboriginal leaders and said he 
identified with the sentiments they ex
pressed. "Any people who are trying to im
prove their living conditions have our sym
pathy because that is what we are doing in 
our own country," Mandela said. 

The ANC leader also addressed an ecu
menical service and attended a meeting of 
ANC activists and supporters where he 
praised the young fighters who have emerged 
in South Africa. 

In Melbourne, a concert was held in 
Mandela's honor. There he described the 
legacy of apartheid: the lack of housing, 
unemployment, low wages, and the poor 
health and education systems. "The effects 
of these conditions will remain with us long 
after apartheid is dead and gone," the ANC 
leader said. 

He also addressed a business lunch hosted 
by the chief executive of Shell Australia and 
a town hall meeting of 2,500 organized by 
trade unions. Mandela acknowledged the 
role of Australian dock workers and other 
unionists, who refused to unload South Af
rican cargo in the 1960s, as having given 
"strength and hope to the people of South 
Africa." 

In an interview in Canberra, the capital of 
Australia, Mandela presented a strong de
fense of the Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion (PLO). "We identify with them because 

Pledges to expansion fund 
increase to $713,400 

"The $1 million International Expansion 
Fund launched at the August convention of 
the Socialist Workers Party has inspired a 
tremendous response," said SWP financial 
secretary Dave Prince. 

At the convention $580,400 was pledged, 
he said in a November 6 interview. The 
pledge total has since grown to $713,400. 
And $205,400, just over 20 percent of the 
goal, has been collected. 

Dave Prince, SWP financial secretary. 
Prince said projects to strengthen social
ist movement can begin. 

"The initial success means the fund has 
the cash on hand to begin a number of 
projects to strengthen the socialist movement 
to meet the challenges and opportunities of 
the 1990s," Prince explained. "One of the 
first investments will be a down payment in 

the next few weeks on a Heidelberg two
color press that will make possible a quali
tative improvement in the publishing opera
tion of the movement." 

"The Militant, Perspectiva Mundial, Lutte 
ouvriere and Pathfinder books will especially 
benefit. These books and periodicals are in
valuable tools for building the communist 
movement around the world." 

The financial secretary explained that 
funds are now also available to complete the 
construction project at the party leadership 
school facilities to prepare for the next ses
sion of the school. "The leadership school 
allows workers who are involved in the day
to-day work of leading a revolutionary orga
nization to take several months out to study 
the works of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels 
-the founders of scientific socialism," 
Prince said. 

In December a team of volunteers will 
begin work on a major reorganization and 
remodeling of the Pathfinder Building in 
New York. The building houses the offices 
of the Militant, Perspectiva Mundial, Path
finder, and the national offices of the Socialist 
Workers Party. Planning for the reorganiza
tion has already begun, Prince said. 

The Expansion Fund appeals to supporters 
who are in a position to contribute $1,000 or 
more. Contributions are not used to cover 
shortfalls in daily operating expenses, but 
finance major capital improvements that will 
have long-term benefits. "So far, 50 people 
have made contributions to the fund," Prince 
said. One supporter accompanied an $18,300 
contribution with the following note: "En
closed is a contribution to the Expansion 
Fund. This contribution is made in memory 
of my mother. She willed an insurance policy 
to me and she would have wanted it to be 
used in this way." 

"The ability to raise pledges for the fund 
and collect the full $1 million by the end of 
1991 depends on a continuing response from 
an expanding number of contributors," 
Prince explained. "The tremendous response 
gives us every confidence of success." 

For more information about the fund 
please write: The Expansion Fund, 406 West 
St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 

like us they are fighting for the right to 
self-determination," he said, explaining that 
the ANC did not regard the PLO as a terrorist 
organization. 

"If one has to refer to any of the parties as 
a terrorist state," the ANC leader said, "one 
might refer to the Israeli government, be
cause they are the people who are slaughter
ing defenseless, innocent Arabs in the occu
pied territories. We do not regard that as 
acceptable. We agree with the United Nations 
that international disputes should be settled 
by peaceful means." 
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Militant/Greg 
Kate Blakeney and Ron Poulson also con
tributed to this article. 

Mandela addressing youth meeting in 
South Africa in April. 

GI speaks out against war 
moves in the Middle East 

This week the Militant begins a col
umn devoted to reports on actions 
against the accelerated drive toward 
war in the Mideast by the U.S. govern
ment and its allies. Conferences, picket 
lines, rallies, teach-ins, and other activ
ities are already being held around the 
world. 

We encourage readers to contribute 
to this column by sending reports on 
upcoming meetings; newly formed co-

CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST 
U.S. WAR 
DRIVE 
alitions; protests by Gls, students, and 
other working people; and other items 
that will help build visible opposition to 
the growing war moves. 

NEW YORK - Patrick Colclough, a 
participant in the U.S. Army Reserve 
Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) program 
at St. Lawrence University in Canton, New 
York, has been speaking out against the 
U.S. war drive in the Middle East. Along 
with seven other members of the armed 
forces who are resisting deployment to the 
Arab-Persian Gulf region, he participated 
in the October 20 "Bring the Troops Home 
Now!" demonstration in New York City. 

Colclough has been charged by the 
army with "willful evasion" of his contract 
with the ROTC because of his activities. 
He faces a military trial and could be put 
on active duty for three years as a private. 
If he refuses mobilization he can be 
charged with being AWOL and sentenced 
to five years in the brig. 

Colclough said he has been having 
"moral qualms" about the ROTC program 
for over a year and the drive to war in the 
Middle East "exemplifies why I'm op
posed to war." 

In preparation for the military trial he 
faces, Colclough was forced to go through 
two interviews at West Point, New York 
- one with a psychologist to determine 
his mental health and another with a chap
lain to see if he was sincere about being a 
conscientious objector. 

"This chaplain, who's supposed to be a 
Christian, was really aggressive," Col
clough said. "Behind the name plate on 
his desk, he had a display of bullets. He 
asked me questions like, ' If you were a 
Jew in Poland during World War II, would 
you have fought?' The interview was a 
pretty upsetting experience." 

Colclough has spoken at antiwar 
demonstations in Newburgh and Wood
stock, New York, and is working with an 
antiwar group at Bard College. 

MISSOULA, Montana -On October 
31 some 600 students marched here 
against the U.S. government's drive to-

ward war in the Middle East. As the march 
proceeded to the University of Montana, 
several people ran out of their homes to 
join in. High school students caught up 
with the demonstration as it stopped in 
front of their school. 

As the protest passed through the uni
versity student union, the walls echoed 
with applause, cheers, and resounding 
chants of "Bring 'em back, from Iraq!" 
and "No Blood for Bush!" 

The day before, some 350 university 
students held an open-mike speakout 
where students, professors, and veterans 
condemned the drive toward war. Spon
sors of the march and speakout included 
the Black Student Union, Central Ameri
can Action Committee, Women's Re
source Center, and the Badger Chapter 
environment group. 

The Montana Kaimin student newspa
per ran an editorial stating, "Before Pres
ident Bush sends to an early grave tens of 
thousands of young Americans, including, 
possibly, several of our fellow students, 
we must demand to know why the U.S. 
should play world policeman this case." 

• 
The Los Angeles Coalition Against U.S. 

Intervention in the Middle East has called 
for weekly Friday evening candlelight vig
ils "until the threat of war is over." The 
vigils will be held at the Westwood Federal 
Building on Wilshire Blvd. from 6:30 to 
7:30p.m. For more information on coali
tion activities, call (213) 653-3728. 

• 
A conference called Occupation and 

Intervention: Perspectives on the Middle 
East Crisis will be held here November 
17-18, at the Massachusetts College of Art. 
For information write to The Middle East 
Justice Network, P.O. Box 558, Cam
bridge, Massachusetts 02238. 

Marea Himelgrin from New York and 
Greg Rosenberg from Salt Lake City, 
Utah, contributed to this week's column. 

Student protest in Missoula, Montana. 
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Four at UN Security 
Council offer steps 
to stop Mideast war 
BY SELVA NEBBIA 

The governments of four member coun
tries of the United Nations Security Council 
made a proposal November 5 for a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict in the Arab-Persian 
Gulf. 

The proposal made in the form of a draft 
resolution put forth by the representatives of 
Yemen, Cuba, Malaysia, and Colombia 
comes in the context of growing concern 
around the world about the increasing pros
pects for war in the Mideast. 

Beginning with the demand for the "im
mediate and unconditional withdrawal of 
all Iraqi forces from Kuwait," and the 
"restoration of Kuwait's sovereignty," the 
resolution calls on the Security Council to 
dispatch a UN Peacekeeping Force to the 
Mideast. 

The UN force would be "made up of 
contingents from Arab countries, members 
of the United Nations" and would "maintain 
law and order in Kuwait as Iraqi forces 
withdraw and during the re-establishment of 
the government of Kuwait." 

declare Iraq's annexation of Kuwait null and 
void, and demand Baghdad permit the de
parture of nationals of third countries from 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

The draft resolution calls on the Security 
Council to provide "the assurance ... that 
there would not be any foreign intervention, 
military or otherwise, against Kuwait and 
Iraq," and "for the simultaneous withdrawal 
of all foreign armed forces from the region" 
upon "compliance by Iraq with the relevant 
Security Council resolutions." 

Finally, the four call on the Council to 
"undertake all efforts to ensure prompt com
pliance with other outstanding Security 
Council resolutions, including those relating 
to the conflict in the Middle East, in partic
ular, the Palestinian question." 

The draft resolution is being circulated by 
the four among other governments and in
ternational organizations to win broader 
sponsorship prior to formally presenting it to 
the Security Council. 

The peace proposal is being made as 
Washington's war policies are gaining 
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IRAN 
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SAUDI 
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greater international backing. On Novem
ber 6, China's Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen indicated his government would 
not block the United Nations Security 
Council from authorizing the use of force 
against Iraq. 

That same day in Geneva, Britain's Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher told King Hus-

sein of Jordan that she did not rule out force 
to end Iraq's occupation of Kuwait. 

The November 7 New York Times re
ported that British officials and military 
experts believe sufficient U.S. and British 
forces would be in place for a successful 
military operation against Iraq by late No
vember. 

The proposal also calls for the lifting of 
"all sanctions enacted through United Na
tions Security Council resolutions against 
Iraq," including trade and financial transac
tions, and unfreezing Iraq's assets in other 
countries. Sanctions would be lifted "upon 
formal certification to the Security Council" 
that Iraq has complied with UN resolutions 
660, 662, and 664. These resolutions call for 
the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, 

Antiwar meeting held in Manchester 
BY ANDY BUCHANAN 

MANCHESTER, Britain -More than 
500 people filled the lecture theater of the 
University of Manchester's Institute of Sci
ence and Technology October 24 to take part 

Antiwar pamphlet gets big response 

As sentiment against the war Washington 
and its allies are preparing in the Mideast 
grows, so does demand for the new Path
finder pamphlet U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! 
Cuba Speaks Out at the United Nations by 
Fidel Castro and Ricardo Alarcon. Pathfinder 
has already shipped out more than 4,000 
copies. 

"This is just what I was looking for," said 
a young woman attending the Malcolm X: 
Radical Tradition and a Legacy of Struggle 
conference in New York November 1-4 as 
she bought the pamphlet. She and several 
other students from Illinois State University 
attended the event, hoping the discussions 
there will help them build an antiwar move
ment on campus. A total of 22 Cuba Speaks 
Out at the United Nations were sold at the 
event. 

As soon as they got word that the new 
pamphlet was out, two Canadian Militant 
subscribers visited the Pathfinder Bookstore 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, to buy copies 
for themselves and a few to sell on the job. 

Militant/Lisa Ahlberg 

Mary Zins, a member of the United Mine 
Workers from Illinois, reports that many 
workers in her mine are against the war. "But 
they lack facts on the war drive and overall 
background information on the Arab-Persian 
Gulf," she said. "The Pathfinder pamphlet 
helps arm them not only with the facts but 
with the arguments to counter Washington's 
war propaganda," Zins said. 

The pamphlet includes statements made 
by Alarcon, Cuba's ambassador to the UN, 
and by Cuban President Fidel Castro during 
the course of the Mideast crisis. The full text 
of each resolution passed by the UN Security 
Council through September 25 on the Mid
east conflict is also included. 

Joel Britton, the Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for governor of California in the 
recent elections, and supporters have ordered 
230 pamphlets so far as part of the interna
tional campaign to get it out as widely as 
possible. In the photo above, Britton (right) 
sells Cuba Speaks Out at the United Nations 
at an antiwar demonstration in Los Angeles. 
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in a meeting protesting the threat of war in 
the Middle East. 

The meeting was called under the slogan 
"No war in the Gulf' and was organized by 
the Manchester Area National Union of Stu
dents. This body is made up of student rep
resentatives from a large number of local 
colleges. The meeting was also sponsored by 
other organizations, including the District 
Committee of Region 6 of the Transport and 
General Workers' Union and the local group 
Manchester Against the Gulf War. 

The meeting was addressed by a broad 
range of speakers, among them a represen
tative of the Palestinian people, a local leader 
of the Green Party, and Tom Hart, the local 
education officer of the Transport and Gen
eral Workers' Union. There was also a 
speaker from the Campaign Against Re
pression of Democratic Rights in Iraq 
(CARDRI), and a member of the Kurdish 
nationality living in Manchester. 

While all the speakers opposed a military 
invasion of Iraq, opinions on the trade block
ade and the role of the United Nations were 
divided. Hart stated that the West was "reap
ing the whirlwind" that it had sowed through 
its support for the Saddam Hussein govern
ment in the past. He pointed out that sanctions 
had not been imposed when the Iraqi military 
had launched gas attacks against the Kurdish 
people. He concluded by saying that a peace
ful solution could only be based on troops 
leaving Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 

The keynote speaker, Labor Party Member 
of Parliament Tony Benn, stressed, "Nobody 
can believe that the same people who invaded 
Panama and Grenada, or who sank the [ Ar
gentine cruiser] General Be/grana [in 1982] 

are now speaking for peace and social jus
tice." Benn said the national boundaries in 
the Middle East had been "drawn by British 
civil servants." 

"Today," he said, the "Americans are 
seeking to take our place, and they want a 
base to secure the oil they need. With the 
end of the Cold War, there is a return to 
imperialism." 

Recalling that U.S. aggression in Korea 
had been conducted under the flag of the 
United Nations, Benn explained that "we are 
not working towards a United Nations attack 
on Iraq." 

A week later some 60 people attended 
another public protest held in a Pakistani 
community center in the Longsight district 
of Manchester. The meeting was chaired by 
Sajjad Hussein, a member of the community 
center and the Pakistan People's Party. It was 
also addressed by Frank Allaun, a leader of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament; the 
chief imam of the Manchester Central 
Mosque; City Councillor Iqbal Sram; and a 
representative of the Bangladeshi commu
nity. 

While Frank Allaun expressed his support 
for the blockade, other speakers targeted the 
U.S. and British presence in the region as 
the root of the problem. Local Labor Party 
MP Gerald Kaufman, a strong supporter of 
U.S. policy in the region, was the target of 
particular criticism. 

Speakers at both meetings called on peo
ple to attend the demonstration against the 
war threats in the Gulf that is taking place 
in London on November 24. The march is 
called by the Campaign for Nuclear Disar
mament. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Subscribe to the Militant 
& get $2 off new Pathfinder pamphlet 

Try the socialist 
newsweekly for 12 weeks 
for just $10 and you'll get 
U.S. Hands Off the 
Mideast! Cuba Speaks 
Out at the United 
Nations for only $4. 
82 pp., regularly $6. Offer good thru 
November 17. 

Available from any of the Pathfinder 
bookstores listed on page 12 or from the 
Militant, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 
10014. 



University students in Japan demonstrating against government proposal to send 
military personnel to Mideast. If Tokyo succeeds, the troops would be the first sent 
from the country since 1945. 

Japan gov't tries to 
send troops to Gulf 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

Legislation initiated by Japan's Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu calling for Japanese 
military personnel to join U.S.-Ied forces in 
the Middle East has run into deep opposition 
throughout the country. 

The Japanese military is restricted to a 
defensive force by a constitution imposed 
during the U.S. occupation following World 
War II. The legislation recently submitted to 
Parliament would have allowed Japanese 
troops to be sent to another country for the 
first time since 1945. 

Pressed by Washington to come up with 
at least a token force, Kaifu originally told 
U.S. President George Bush he hoped more 
than I ,000 Japanese, including military per
sonnel in a noncombat capacity, would de
part for the Mideast by the time of the en-

thronement of Japan's Emperor Akihito No
vember 12. Tokyo has -already agreed to a 
$4-billion-aid package for the military 
buildup in the Middle East. 

Kaifu attempted to cover over the charac
ter of the military deployment by titling the 
bill the United Nations Peace Cooperation 
Law. "We have to share the risk while Ameri
cans are risking their own lives," a leading 
member of Kaifu's Liberal Democratic Party 
told the press in late October. 

Top officials of Japan's Socialist Party 
opposed the measure and protests have been 
organized condemning the moves. On Octo
ber 20 some 23,000 demonstrated outside a 
U.S. military base, the largest action during 
a day of coordinated countrywide protests. 

Mideast crisis affects Jordan, Yemen 

"Japan inflicted so much disaster on so 
many countries in the last war we could never 
apologize enough," Socialist Party candidate 
Michiko Goto told a November I rally. 
"After that experience we should never again 
aim a gun at foreign peoples -even the 
people of Iraq." 

Jordan and Yemen, two countries border
ing Saudi Arabia, have been thrown into an 
economic and social crisis as a result of the 
embargo against Iraq and the military buildup 
in the region since August 2. 

While the governments in both countries 
opposed the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, neither 
has sent troops to join the massive buildup 
of forces aimed at Iraq. 

Jordan has lost important export markets 
due to the embargo, which also includes food 
and medicine. Fruits and vegetables intended 
for export to Iraq are rotting at the border. 

A major shipping port at Aqaba has been 
shut down by the naval armada now sur
rounding the Arabian Peninsula. Not only 
have ships with cargoes bound for Iraq been 
denied access to the port, but the Saudi 
government has delayed ships en route to the 
port to pick up cargoes of Jordanian phos
phates - the country's major export. 

Punishing Jordan 
In a move to punish Jordan for not endors

ing the U.S. intervention in the area, the Saudi 
government has cut off oil shipments to the 
country as well. 

Of the more than $2 billion pledged by 
governments in Europe and Japan to countries 
adversely affected by the growing conflict, 
only $4 million has been received in Jordan. 

"We are really the second victims of the 
Gulf crisis," Ziad Fariz, Jordan's Minister of 
Industry and Trade told reporters. Accused 
of violating the embargo against Iraq, 
Jordan's government has allowed U.S. and 
British forces to set up check points on the 
Iraqi-Jordanian boarder. 

"They opened the trucks and found furni
ture" belonging to Jordanians fleeing Ku
wait, Jordan's Crown Prince Hassan said. 
When the British then wanted to inspect the 
cargo further, "we told them that the day of 
high commissioners and viceroys are over," 
he said referring to decades of former British 
colonial rule in the region. "The degree of 
humiliation is clear." 

Jordanian working people have suffered 
the biggest consequences of the growing 
crisis. Some 133,150 workers, out of Jordan's 
total population of 3.5 million, have had to 
leave jobs in Kuwait. This will result in the 
loss of an estimated $320 million sent back 

to families in Jordan. 
Jordanian officials expect that the country 

will lose up to 50 percent of its gross national 
product this year. With estimated cash re
serves of $170 million, Jordan is facing a 
$500 million payment on its $8.4 million 
foreign debt by the end of the year. 

At the end of October, Yemen's President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh harshly criticized the 
Saudi government for inviting U.S. forces to 
the region. He also condemned the expulsion 
of some 500,000 Yemeni workers from Saudi 
Arabia. 

Funds sent home by Yemeni workers in 

other countries account for some $2 billion 
a year- the country's largest source of in
come. The population of Yemen is more than 
12 million. 

Nearly 30,000 Yemenis have returned 
from Saudi Arabia each day since the gov
ernment there suspended residency and other 
privileges in September. 

Yemen's government estimates the costs 
so far to its economy is $1.6 billion. Yearly 
financial aid from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
has ended, and tourism - a $17 million-a
year industry- has dried up. The country's 
foreign debt stands at $7 billion. 

Following a heated parliamentary debate, 
Kaifu aides said they considered the current 
proposal dead. Even members of Kaifu 's 
party opposed the moves. 

A widespread discussion has broken out 
across the country on the use of troops 
abroad. "If Japan is criticized, that's that," a 
woman told a reporter for the New York 
Times. " It might sound selfish to you, but I'm 
very afraid of becoming involved in another 
war." 

Asked why so few Japanese wanted to 
volunteer for duty in the Mideast another 
woman told the reporter, "They don't want 
to die." 

Syria gov't steps up Inilitary role in conflict 
BY GREG McCART AN 

As advanced detachments of Syria's 
15,000-member Ninth Armored Division ar
rived in Saudi Arabia on November4, Syrian 
President Hafez-ai-Assad stepped up his 
public campaign aimed at preparing the 
country's population for involvement in a 
massive war against Iraq. 

Some three thousand Ninth Armored Di
vision troops unloaded T-62 tanks from Saudi 
transport ships. They joined the 4,000 Syrian 
troops already stationed in Saudi Arabia. 
Assad has pledged 270 tanks in addition to 
ground troops to join the 500,000 naval, air 
force, and army personnel the U.S. govern
ment and its allies are amassing in and around 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

' Military solution necessary' 
Tishrin, the newspaper of Assad's ruling 

Baathist Party, stated the day prior to the 
troops' dispatch that "a military solution has 
become necessary, and Iraq alone bears the 
responsibility of the destructive conse
quences as it has made this grave choice 
itself." 

Saudi Prince Khalid told the arriving 
troops that "we are here to fight if it's nec
essary," adding that the presence of the Syr
ian armored division "makes me very 
happy." The Syrian forces will be fighting 
under the Saudi flag. 

Syrian troops are being stationed on the 
front lines of the border with Iraq, replacing 

5,500 French forces, including members of 
the Foreign Legion, now deployed in the 
area. The French troops will reportedly be 
stationed behind troops from Syria and other 
Arab countries. 

Protestations by the Syrian government 
earlier in the week against wider U.S. finan
cial and military backing for the Israeli re
gime opened speculation among Saudi gov
ernment officials over whether Assad would 
continue his support for the imperialist mil
itary intervention in the region. 

Following the October 8 massacre of 20 
Palestinians by Israeli police and troops, the 
U.S. Congress approved a budget that in
cluded an annual $3 billion in aid to Israel. 
The bill also provided for some $700 mil
lion in advanced weaponry to be sent to 
Israel. 

Responding to the aid increase, the Syrian 
government newspaper AI Thawra said, the 
"moment the Gulf crisis blew up, the U.S. 
administration took this crisis as a pretext for 
supplying Israel with the most advanced 
and destructive weapons and billions of dol
lars for settling Jewish immigrants." 

But with the arrival of the new troops and 
the strident war talk in the Syrian press, Assad 
quickly clarified where he stood. 

One of the benefits the capitalist rulers 
of Syria have already reaped from their 
backing of the U.S.-led preparations for 
war against Iraq is greater political and 
military domination of a large section of 

neighboring Lebanon. 
In early October Syrian troops, tanks, and 

warplanes ousted Lebanese Gen. Michel 
Aoun from Lebanon 's presidential palace in 
Beirut. 

Aoun, who had been named head of an 
interim military government in 1988, re
fused to recognize the new president of the 
country elected by the parliament last 
year. Backed by 15,000 mostly Christian 
troops, the general attempted to scuttle a 
plan which established a more equal distri
bution of government posts to Lebanon's 
Muslim majority. Christian domination of 
the governmental structure had been en
shrined in the Lebanese Constitution since 
the French granted Lebanon independence 
in the 1940s. 

Syria bombs Lebanon 
In the assault against Aoun, Syrian war

planes bombed the presidential palace - the 
first air attack ever launched by Syria inside 
Lebanon. The U.S. and Israeli governments 
had warned Assad in the past against any 
such air bombardment. Syria used heavy 
artillery, thousands of troops, and the air 
attack to defeat Aoun's forces. Some 750 
military personnel and civilians are reported 
to have died in the fighting. 

General Motors begins move to close plants 

A senior adviser of Lebanon's President 
Elias Hrawi told the press October 15 that 
the president had conferred with Washington 
and indirectly with Tel Aviv for approval of 
the Syrian intervention. 

"Until the last minute we waited for Amer
ican assurances on how Israel would react," 
the adviser said, "and the answer was: Israel 
will not interfere as long as Syria does not 
approac h south Lebanon or threate n 
[Israel's] security interests." 

BY JAMES HARRIS 
General Motors announced October 31 

that it is closing up to nine of its plants, 
terminating tens of thousands of workers. 
Four of the nine have already been idled for 
three years. The announcement confirmed 
that these plants would be permanently shut. 
In the case of the other five plants, the 
auto company began preparations to close 
them. 

On October 30 GM had announced it 
would shut down 16 of its other plants at 
various times over the next two months to 
cut back on auto production. 

The company reported a record quarterly 
loss of $1.98 billion because of the cost of 
shutting down the plants. This is almost four 

times the previous record loss that GM took 
in the third quarter of 1980. The losses also 
reflect the growing decline in the market for 
automobiles being confronted by all manu
facturers. 

GM's bosses say its work force is too large 
in the face of a deteriorating market and 
increasing competition from other auto man
ufacturers. GM previously announced that its 
goal is to shrink the hourly work force by at 
least 60,000 workers, decrease the number 
of plants, and intensify the work load of those 
remaining on the job. 

GM's announcement of plant closings 
comes a little over a month after the United 
Auto Workers and GM signed a contract that 
purported to provide auto workers with job 

security. The UA W has since signed similar 
contracts with Ford and Chrysler. The agree
ments do not provide job security if the auto 
companies' share of the market slips. The 
major provisions of the contracts are a series 
of benefits to workers if they are laid off. 
The benefits rapidly deplete when mas
sive layoffs take place during times of reces
sion. 

Ignoring the rather grim prospects facing 
the auto industry, U AW Vice-president Steve 
Yokich said after signing the contract with 
GM, "I think General Motors has made a 
commitment to grow the business." 

The recent moves by the auto company 
point in the opposite direction, as GM cuts 
back on production and its work force. 

Israel occupies the southern part of Leb
anon and backs militias in the area. 

In testimony on the situation in Lebanon 
at a U.S. Congressional committee October 
18, Secretary of State James Baker said, "We 
are appreciative of the role that Syria is 
playing in support of the international coali
tion in the Gulf." 

Pressed on whether he had given a green 
light to the Syrian intervention in Lebanon, 
Baker said, "Syria was there at the request 
of the legitimate government of Lebanon, a 
government that we recognize and a govern
ment that we support." 
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Militant sale at the New York October 20 demonstration against the war drive 
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Subscription Drive 
SCOREBOARD 

DRIVE GOALS 

Areas 

UNnED STATES 
Price, Utah 
Austin, Minn. 
Miami 
Seattle 
Baltimore 

San Francisco 
Philadelphia 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Omaha, Neb. 
Oakland, Calif. 

Los Angeles 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Salt Lake City 
Phoenix 
St. Louis 

Greensboro, NC 
Twin Cities, Minn. 
Charleston, WV 
Detroit 
Cleveland 

Newark, NJ 
Morgantown, WV 
Boston 
Kansas City 
Pittsburgh 

Brooklyn 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
New York 
Washington, DC 

Goal 

80 
90 

200 
190 
125 

175 
185 
180 
120 
190 

400 
170 
185 
95 

205 

115 
225 
135 
180 
160 

340 
155 
235 
125 
130 

345 
198 
280 
520 
150 

Houston 145 
Cincinnati 17 
Ft. Madison, Iowa 5 
Las Vegas, Nev. 5 
Louisville, Ky. 7 

New Haven, 20 
Conn.* 
Portland, Ore. 11 
Other U.S. 
U.S. TOTAL 6,093 

AUSTRAUA 120 
BRn"AIN 
London 174 
Sheffield 1 00 
Cardiff 58 
Manchester 62 
Other Britain 
BRITAIN TOTAL 394 

CANADA 
Vancouver• 1 20 
Montreal 21 0 
Toronto 155 
CANADA TOTAL 485 

FAEROE IS. 10 
FRANCE 40 
ICELAND 43 
NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 60 
Auckland 11 0 
Wellington 70 
Other N. Z. 10 
N.Z. TOTAL 250 

PUERTO RICO 15 
SWEDEN 80 
lnt'l teams 50 
Other lnt'l 
TOTAL 7,656 
DRIVE GOALS 7,800 
TO BE ON SCHEDULE 
* Raised goal during drive 

The Militant 

Total Militant 
Perspectiva 

Mundial New lnt'l 
Lutte 

ouvrlere 

Total % Sold Goal 
Sold Sold Goal Sold Goal Sold Goal Sold 

79 99% 55 
77 86o/o 60 

135 68% 110 
119 63% 115 
78 6~~ 90 

103 59% 110 
108 58% 115 
95 53% 135 
63 53% 85 
99 52% 125 

200 50% 200 
84 49% 138 
90 49% 130 
45 47% 55 
95 46o/o 162 

52 45o/o 85 
99 44% 175 
59 44% 95 
74 41% 140 
62 39% 115 

129 38% 180 
56 36% 115 
83 35% 140 
44 35% 88 
45 35% 105 

118 34% 190 
64 3~/o 135 
73 26% 185 

122 23% 275 
35 23% 100 

27 
10 
2 
0 

14 

5 
0 

2,644 

104 

85 
46 
24 
21 
42 

218 

84 
131 

92 
307 

3 
14 
19 

71 
81 
42 

4 
198 

11 
61 

0 
1 

3,580 

5,848 

19% 
59% 
40% 

0% 
14% 

70% 

45% 

43% 

87% 

49% 
46% 
41% 
34% 

55% 

70% 
6~/o 

59% 
63% 

30% 
35% 
44% 

118% 
74% 
60% 
40% 
79% 

73% 
76% 

0% 

47% 

75% 

98 
12 
4 
5 
7 

14 

10 

3,958 

90 

113 
70 
40 
45 

268 

80 
75 

100 
255 

10 
10 
35 

51 
91 
61 

9 
212 

2 
43 
10 

4,893 
5,000 

67 
59 
99 
79 
46 

66 
65 
65 
48 
65 

119 
75 
67 
34 
83 

35 
82 
51 
64 
41 

71 
53 
64 
37 
41 

13 9 
18 10 
30 11 
48 25 
12 6 

35 24 
38 29 
25 23 
18 10 
35 19 

115 58 
10 4 
23 10 
28 9 
10 

13 8 
17 9 
13 1 
10 1 
18 8 

60 20 
8 0 

45 15 
10 4 

5 1 

52 70 28 
38 20 9 
51 45 16 
55 120 39 
26 20 7 

16 
7 
2 
0 

11 

4 
0 

1,839 

87 

52 
33 
15 
16 
8 

124 

51 
71 
61 

183 

3 
2 

17 

61 
67 
41 

4 
173 

0 
26 

0 
0 

2,454 

3,750 

25 
2 

4 

965 

12 

15 
9 
2 
1 

27 

15 
35 
25 
75 

5 
2 

2 
10 
2 
1 

15 

12 
25 
34 

1,1n 
1,225 

3 
2 
0 
0 
0 

3 

1 
0 

423 

2 

4 
0 
2 
2 
2 

10 

11 
18 
18 
47 

0 

1 
3 
1 
0 
5 

9 
28 

0 
1 

527 

918 
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10 3 2 
10 8 2 
40 14 20 
25 12 2 
20 23 3 

25 12 5 
30 13 2 
18 6 2 
15 5 2 
25 14 5 

80 22 5 
20 5 2 
30 11 2 
10 1 2 
30 11 3 

15 9 2 
30 7 3 
25 5 2 
25 6 5 
25 13 2 

70 33 30 
30 3 2 
35 0 15 
25 3 2 
18 3 2 

60 28 25 
40 15 3 
45 2 5 
95 26 30 
23 0 7 

20 
3 

2 

974 

16 

42 
20 
15 
15 

92 

20 
35 
25 
80 

5 
5 

6 
8 
6 

20 

1 
10 

5 

1,284 
1,250 

8 
1 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

322 

15 

29 
12 

7 
2 

32 
82 

20 
10 
12 
42 

0 

9 
11 
0 
0 

20 

2 
7 
0 
0 

492 

937 

2 

196 

2 

4 
1 
1 
1 

7 

5 
65 

5 
75 

20 

3 

2 

307 
325 

0 
0 

11 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 
0 

1 
0 
2 
1 
0 

0 
1 
2 
3 
0 

5 
0 
4 
0 
0 

10 
2 
4 
2 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

60 

0 

0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
2 

2 
32 

1 
35 

0 
10 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

107 

243 

'Militant' supporters 
use every sales day 
Continued from front page 
well as copies of the U.S. Hands Off the 
Middle East! Cuba Speaks Out at the United 
Nations pamphlet," he said. 

"Clearly we need to step this up," Mailhot 
said. "There is tremendous support for the 
views put forward in the Militant and we 
need to not only have discussions about the 
war drive but make sure everyone has a 
subscription and a pamphlet." 

Mailhot said the lAM members had sold 
11 out of their goal as of November 7 and 
were really "just getting started." In the strike 
office the day before, he sold a subscription 
to the Militant, one to Perspectiva Mundial, 
and a copy of U.S. Hands Off the Middle 
East! Cuba Speaks Out at the United Nations. 
One of the strikers who subscribed was a 
member of the National Guard. 

Militant supporters in several cities are 
close to making their goals in the campaign 
and are driving to go well over the top. "We 
are planning to go over our goal to make sure 
we help out on the international one," 
said Craig Honts from Austin, Minnesota. 
Supporters there won eight new readers at 
Mankato State University on November 3. 
"We told students that lower oil prices are 
not what the U.S. rulers have in mind with a 
war in the Mideast," he explained. "People 
were very receptive to our antiwar message." 

Supporters in Sydney, Australia, have al
ready burst over the top in their goal and were 
at 208 per cent before raising it! African 
National Congress leader Nelson Mandela 
visited the country and tens of thousands of 
people turned out to hear him speak at various 
events. 

Militant supporters from Australia and 
New Zealand won 137 new readers during 
the events. They also sold 30 copies of the 
Marxist journal New International, 115 cop
ies ofMandela's The Struggle is My Life, and 
94 copies of the pamphlet Nelson Mandela 
Speeches 1990: intensify the Struggle 
Against Apartheid. Eight of the new readers 
live in other countries including Japan, Fiji, 
and Papua, New Guinea. 

Supporters in Sweden and Canada have 
announced they are close to making every 
goal. In Vancouver, British Columbia, 
they have sold 14 of the pamphlet U.S. 
Hands Off the Middle East! Cuba Speaks 
Out at the United Nations so far this week 
and five copies of New International. On 
November 10 a week-long antiwar sales 
team will hit the road from there to the 

coalfields of western Canada. 
Militant supporters in many cities are tak

ing advantage of every day to sell subscrip
tions and strive to make their goals. In Miami 
supporters won 35 new readers in the past 
week. On a two-day team to Tampa 13 people 
signed up to get the Militant, one subscriber 
renewed, and 10 others bought copies of the 
pamphlet U.S. Hands Off the Middle East! 
Supporters also traveled to Homestead, Flor
ida, where thousands of migrant farm work
ers live in camps. One worker gave them a 
"down payment" for his Perspectiva Mun
dial subscription and seven asked them to 
call back so they can get the money. Sup
porters in Miami have also visited 16 sub
scribers who have renewed. 

Final sales scoreboard 
The Militant will be printed a day early, 

on November 21, the week after the sales 
drive ends because of the Thanksgiving hol
iday. In order to count all the subscriptions 
for the final tally, the ending scoreboard will 
appear in die issue printed on November 29. 
Supporters will want to make certain all their 
subscriptions are in by that date. 

A big boost to the last days of the drive 
will be the antiwar, week-long sales teams 
being launched to help close the gap in the 
campaign. 

Supporters from Detroit; Charleston, West 
Virginia; and Omaha, Nebraska hit the road 
November 6 for several college campuses in 
Louisiana. Another team of supporters from 
Newark, Philadelphia, and Detroit are trav
eling to southern New Jersey and Delaware. 
And salespeople from Washington, D.C.; 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and Miami are 
on the road in Florida and are headed for 
Gainesville and Tallahassee. Their first stops 
were Boca Raton and Belle Glade. In Belle 
Glade, where thousands of Jamaican workers 
cut sugarcane, supporters won seven new 
subscribers and six people asked them to call 
back. 

A two-week team through the coalfields 
of southern Indiana and lllinois won 24 new 
subscribers - the majority coal miners. 
"The big question was the U.S. war drive," 
said supporter Bob Rowan from Newark. 
"Some backed the government's actions but 
most were opposed to the military buildup 
and wanted to talk and buy the paper." Some 
196 miners bought copies of the Militant at 
portals during the two weeks and 1 0 students 
subscribed on campuses in the region. 

Fiji miners form union 
BY ROGER JACKSON 

SUVA, Fiji- Fiji's only gold mine is 
locat~d at Vatakoula, in a mountainous region 
of northern Viti Levu, Fiji's largest island. 
The mine, owned by two Australian compa
nies, Emperor Gold Mining and the Western 
Mining Corporation, exports some I 00,000 
ounces of gold per year, worth $40 million, 
making gold one of the country's largest 
exports after sugar, according to officials of 
the Fiji Trade Union Congress. But few ben
efits trickle down to the 1,300 mostly indig
enous Fijian miners. 

The miners, who work as deep as 3,000 
feet below the surface, are entitled to a min
imum hourly wage of 93 cents. "However, I 
have seen pay slips of miners where they 
have a zero net wage after two weeks' work 
because of illegal deductions by the com
pany," FTUC research officer Kavekini 
Navuso said in an interview. "It's like the 
South African mines here." 

For the past year, the miners, with the help 
of the FTUC, have been organizing a union 
to fight low wages, poor housing, dangerous 
working conditions, and racial discrimina
tion imposed by the Australian mine owners. 
Navuso is the secretary of the new union. 
"Indians are not allowed to work in the mines. 
Europeans and half-castes get the better jobs. 
Fijians get the old, leaky houses," Navuso 
said. 

Some workers have died from toxic fumes 
deep in the mine. Others have been injured 
in rockfalls. "But in order to appear accident 
free," Navuso said, "the company won't al
low injured miners to return to their home 
villages, so they aren't recorded as absent. 

Or company doctors send them back to work 
before they have fully recovered." 

In August the union won government rec
ognition, but the companies refused to nego
tiate an agreement. Mine workers cannot 
look to the government for help, the union 
leader stressed, because "it's married to the 
employers. But they found they couldn't 
legislate unions out of existence." The gov
ernment was established through a military 
coup in 1987. 

The union leadership called a meeting for 
October 20 to mandate industrial action to 
force the company into talks. The mine
owners' response was to fire the union pres
ident. 

Until 1978, the mine was organized. The 
company broke the union by laying off 770 
workers, claiming there was no gold left to 
mine. "We expect them to try the same ploy 
again," Navuso said. But the miners' attitude 
is that they would rather see the mine closed 
down and the companies pull out of Fiji 
than to continue working the mine without a 
union contract. "The situation is tense," he 
stressed. 

Labor news in the Militant 
The Militant stays on top of the most 

important developments in the labor 
movement. It has correspondents who 
work in the mines, mills, and shops 
where the events are breaking. You 
won't miss any of it if you subscribe. See 
the ad on page 2 of this issue for sub
scription rates. 



Paris conference on 
Korea unification 
draws 150 delegates 
BY MARTIN HILL 

PARIS - A meeting here, October 21-
22, entitled the World Conference for One 
Korea Reunified by Founding the Demo
cratic Confederal Republic of Koryo, was 
attended by some 150 delegates from 75 
countries. 

Participants included members of parlia
ment, diplomats, and Korean friendship and 
solidarity organizations from various coun
tries. The conference was organized by the 
International Liaison Committee for Reuni
fication and Peace in Korea. 

Banners around the conference hall read, 
"U.S. out of South Korea," "Demolish the 
concrete wall," "Korea is one- solidarity 
with the Korean people," and "Free travel." 

Willy Burgeon, a Belgian member of par
liament, delivered a report from an interna
tional investigating team on the concrete wall 
that runs along the southern side of the De
militarized Zone separating South Korea 
from North Korea. The team included Guy 
Dupre, a leader of the French General Con
federation of Labor (CGT); Roger Dafflon, 
a former mayor of Geneva, Switzerland; and 
Gen. George Panas of Greece. 

Burgeon described how the team had trav
eled to North Korea in April and viewed the 
wall from three different points in Jangpung 
County. The team, however, was unable to 
get permission from the South to travel there. 
The South Korean government began the 
wall in 1977. It is built of reinforced concrete 
and is 150 miles long, with regular fortified 
posts. The U.S. military maintains 46,000 
troops and I ,000 nuclear-tipped warheads in 
South Korea. 

and a member of the Central Committee of 
the Cuban Communist Party, criticized the 
U.S. government's opposition to reunifica
tion. "The United States is determined to 
maintain strategic superiority in the area," 
Montane said, citing Operation Team Spirit 
military exercises organized annually by 
Washington. 

These military maneuvers "have been set 
in motion each year," the Cuban leader said, 
"despite universal condemnation. If the 
United States really wants detente, it should 
stop these military maneuvers and pull all its 
troops out of South Korea." 

Montane denounced government repres
sion in South Korea. "Simple support for 
reunification is considered a crime," he said. 
The Cuban leader described the imprison
ment of Rim Su Gyong, the South Korean 
student jailed for traveling to the North for 
the 1989 World Festival of Youth and Stu
dents in Pyongyang, the North Korean cap
ital. Her crime was to try to bring together 
young people from north and south, he ex
plained. 

"In the Gulf," Montane added, "the United 
States threatens a tragic war with terrible 
consequences for humanity, and especially 
the Third World." He condemned the current 
blockade against Iraq, especially attempts "to 
starve the Iraqi people." 

Stanley Faulkner, president of the U.S. 
Association of Democratic Lawyers, de
scribed the October 1-15 hunger strike for 
reunification by young Koreans outside the 
United Nations in New York. None of New 
York's five dailies orthe other media reported 
the action, he said. "This is a wall of silence," 
he said. 

Paik Han Ki of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan described the 

Militant/ Arthur 
Members of Young Koreans United at October 20 antiwar protest in New York. At 
conference for reunification of Korea held the same weekend in Paris, participants 
spoke of activities of young Koreans in the United States, 'Wclshington's war drive in 
the Middle East, and a unified Korea. A resolution backing demand for reunification 
was passed at the meeting. 

support that has been won there for reunifi
cation. There is a large Korean population in 
that country. "Since 1981, more than I 0,000 
solidarity meetings have taken place," he 
said. "Resolutions have been passed by trade 
unions, political parties, and antinuclear and 
peace groups." 

The conference unanimously passed a res
olution supporting proposals put forward by 
the North Korean government on reunifica
tion. These proposals call for peaceful reuni
fication through the formation of a confed
eration of North and South. 

Such a confederated republic would be 
based on independence for Korea, recogni
tion of the existence of the different social 

systems in the two parts of the country, and 
national unity. 

The resolution included calls for the de
molition of the concrete wall, free travel 
between both parts of Korea, repeal of anti
democratic laws in the South, withdrawal of 
U.S. troops, and troop reductions by North 
and South Korea. 

Conference participants included Coni 
Jalandoni of the National Democratic Front 
of the Philippines; Marshal Francisco da 
Costa Gomes, former president of Portugal; 
and representatives in France of the Fara
bundo Marti National Liberation Front of El 
Salvador and the Sandinista National Liber
ation Front of Nicaragua. 

The team visited Kaesong, a city near the 
Demilitarized Zone that was particularly 
hard hit by the invading U.S. forces during 
the 1950- 53 Korean War. Members met with 
families separated by the U.S.-imposed divi
sion of the country. 

"The existence of the wall has become 
absurd," Burgeon said. He underlined the 
contrast between Korea and Germany, where 
the Berlin Wall has been demolished and the 
country has been reunified, and called for 
free travel between north and south for the 
people of Korea. 

Farmers protest foreclosures in Britain 

Jesus Montane, president of the Cuban 
support committee for Korean reunification 

BY ROBERT HIGLEY 
LONDON -The largest protest here 

ever organized by farmers was held Octo
ber 25. Some 2,500 farmers from all parts 
of Britain and Northern Ireland partici
pated in the action called by the National 
Farmers Union (NFU). 
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Farmers are "ablaze with fury," John Ross 
of the Scotland NFU said at the protest rally. 
"Farmers earn less in a year than the manip
ulators of wealth in the City of London earn 
in a month," he explained. 

Gareth Jones, a sheep farmer from North 
Wales, said depressed lamb prices had made 
it impossible for him to pay his debts and the 
bank was near foreclosing on his farm. 

Rising bank foreclosures here prompted 
the NFU to call for the action. Proposals to 
cut Common Market subsidies to farmers by 
as much as 30 percent were also a target of 
the farmers ' anger. In recent negotiations 
amon,g Common Market governments on the 
General Agreement of Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), the government of Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher has supported the gutting 
of farm subsidies. 

Wearing a "GATTastrophe" T-shirt, Peter 
Parrish, a Bedfordshire County farmer, spoke 
of "other farmers fighting our battles." He 

was referring to the struggles by Japanese 
farmers, who recently marched through 
Tokyo, and farmers in the United States. He 
urged British farmers to draw the lessons 
from these struggles. 

Rally speakers explained how during the 
last decade retail prices in Britain rose 106 
percent, the retail food price index increased 
71 percent, and prices paid farmers for their 
produce rose only 46 percent. 

Other speakers called for unity between 
farmers and environmental groups, as well 
as closer links between farmers and farm 
workers. Some raised the possibility of re
strictions on food imports, particularly from 
Eastern Europe. 

NFU President Simon Gourlay's call for 
the greater use of quotas to control agricul
tural surpluses and for greater diversification 
among farmers was not enthusiastically re
ceived. 

South Korean unionists on U.S. tour 
to speak on labor struggles in Korea 

Three union leaders from South Korea will 
begin a tour of more than eight U.S. cities 
on November 9. The unionists, Yoo Jum 
Soon, Hong Sung Rye, and Kang Young Hyo, 
aim to explain some of the struggles being 
waged by Korean workers today and to win 
support for their struggle against Pico Prod
ucts. Pico is a manufacturer of cable televi
sion components. 

Pico, which maintains its corporate head
quarters near Syracuse, New York, had 
until recently maintained a factory in 
Seoul, capital of the Republic of Korea 
(South Korea). When the 300 workers, 
mostly women, organized a union at the plant 
in 1988, Pico soon outsourced production 
and returned to the United States. The 
company's owners left without giving notice 
and owing back pay and benefits to the 
workers. 

In March 1989 the workers occupied the 

plant in Korea and have attracted widespread 
attention and support for their struggle to win 
back pay and severance pay. 

The tour, which ends December 12, will 
take the unionists to New York City (Novem
ber 9- 12); Syracuse, New York (November 
13- 14 ); Philadelphia (November 15- 16); 
Boston (November 16- 18); New York City 
(November 18-24), Washington, D.C. 
(November 24- 28), Chicago and other MiJ
west cities (November 28- December 3); Se
attle (December 4- 5); Los Angeles (Decem
ber 5- 9); and San Francisco (December 9-
12). 

The Committee for a New Korea Policy, 
based in Albany, New York, is coordinating 
the tour. For information on whom to contact 
in your area about the schedule of meetings 
and press briefings call: David Easter in 
Albany at (518) 434-4037. 
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Salvadoran guerrilla 
leader says U.S. role 
is obstacle to peace 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- The U.S. 
government has been an obstacle to negoti
ating an end to the civil war in El Salvador, 
charged Nidia Diaz, a member of the politi
cal-diplomatic commission of the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), in 
an October 15 interview. 

Diaz, a guerrilla commander, spent six 
months in a Salvadoran jail in 1985, after 
being wounded in combat with the Salva
doran army. Following her capture, she was 
denied adequate medical care; scars cover 
her right arm and she is still unable to walk 
long distances. 

Referring to continued U.S. economic and 
military aid to the Salvadoran regime, Diaz 
stated, "The Salvadoran government is never 
going to really negotiate as long as the U.S. 
backs up their hard-line positions. They 
should let Salvadorans work this out among 
ourselves." 

On October 19, the U.S. Senate voted to 
cut military aid to El Salvador from $85 
million to $42.5 million in 1991, unless the 
FMLN launches an offensive or walks out 
of peace talks. A proposal backed by Presi
dent George Bush would restore the aid if a 
cease-fire is not reached within 60 days. 

The FMLN is a coalition of five armed 
groups. They have waged a struggle against 
successive U.S.-backed regimes. Tens of 
thousands of workers and peasants have died 
as a result of government repression of fights 
waged for land, unions, and democratic 
rights. Numerous peace proposals have been 
advanced by the FMLN since the start of the 

decade-long civil war. Each plan has been 
rejected by the government. Last year, after 
Alfredo Cristiani - candidate of the Nation
alist Republican Alliance party (Arena) -
was elected president, negotiations resumed. 

The Cristiani government hoped to wear 
the FMLN down at the negotiating table, 
Diaz noted. "They thought it was just a 
question of time, that if they stalled long 
enough we would sign our own surrender. 
They saw our willingness to make conces
sions as a sign of weakness." 

November 1989 offensive 
While the government and rebel leaders 

negotiated over the summer and fall of 1989, 
repression against union and peasant organi
zations increased. On Oct. 31, 1989, the 
offices of the National Federation of Sal
vadoran Workers' Unions (Fenastras) were 
bombed, killing 10 union leaders. "That was 
the straw that broke the camel's back," Diaz 
said. "That's when we decided to launch the 
offensive." 

On November II, FMLN guerrilla fighters 
entered the capital city of San Salvador, 
seizing control of some working-class neigh
borhoods. They also entered San Miguel and 
other urban areas. They were later forced to 
retreat to their bases in the countryside by 
intense air attacks that leveled whole neigh
borhoods and by the superior firepower of 
government troops. 

The FMLN did not expect the Salvadoran 
army to bomb extensive areas of the densely 
populated city, said Diaz. "We thought the 
political cost would be too high," she ex-

Nicaragua gov't raids group 
aiding Salvadoran refugees 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- On October 
23 the Nicaraguan government conducted 
raids of sites allegedly being used here by 
guerrillas fighting the U.S.-backed regime of 
El Salvador. 

Earlier that day the Salvadoran deputy 
ministers of foreign affairs and defense ar
rived here in Managua. They claimed that 
members of the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) of El Salvador 
were operating clandestine radio transmitters 
from bases in Nicaragua. 

Top officers of the Sandinista People's 
Army and the police led dozens of troops to 
the alleged sites. The Salvadoran ambassador 
to Nicaragua, along with the recently arrived 
deputy ministers, accompanied the Nicara
guans. United Nations officials were also 
present. 

One of the sites turned out to be a 
facility belonging to the Ministry of Con
struction. Another is a house that has been 
occupied for the last II years by the U.S. 
embassy. 

The third site belongs to the Christian 
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Base, Service, and Ecumenical Communities 
(CEBES), one of several groups that aid 
Salvadoran refugees. 

Thousands of Salvadoran refugees have 
come to Nicaragua to avoid repression at the 
hands of the U.S.-backed government, the 
army, and the death squads. 

Nicaraguan army and police patrols, along 
with members of the Salvadoran security 
forces, surrounded the CEBES headquarters, 
located on the outskirts of Managua, and 
searched all the buildings. 

"They demanded to be allowed in even 
though they had no court order," a CEBES 
spokesperson said. 

"They searched the grounds twice," she 
stated. "First the Nicaraguan army and police 
conducted the search. Then they stood by 
while Salvadorans in civilian clothing did a 
more thorough search. 

"They confiscated a couple of news bul
letins published by Radio Venceremos [the 
radio station of the FMLN] and a leaflet from 
our sister organization in El Salvador com
memorating the ninth anniversary of the as
sassination of hundreds of peasants by the 
Salvadoran army at El Mozote." 

The search party found no radio transmit
ters or evidence that CEBES is carrying out 
any illegal acts. No arrests were reported, nor 
have charges been brought. However Ernesto 
Leal, Nicaragua's deputy foreign minister, 
announced that the immigration status of 
some of the Salvadorans is now being inves
tigated. 

The National Unity of Salvadoran 
Workers (UNTS) issued a statement from 
San Salvador condemning the actions. 
"We want to express our total rejection of 
the servile and repressive attitude of Nic
araguan President Violeta Chamorro in 
lending herself to the militarist plans of 
the Salvadoran armed forces and govern
ment," the UNTS said. 

The raid on the CEBES comes a month 
after the Nicaraguan National Assembly 
passed a law that prohibits providing military 
assistance from Nicaraguan territory to "ir
regular forces" or providing "aid in any other 
form." The law was designed to intimidate 
refugees and other supporters of the fight for 
freedom in El Salvador, which enjoys wide 
sympathy in Nicaragua. 
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Nidia Diaz, member of the political-diplomatic commission of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front of El Salvador. 

plained. "But they were not benevolent, they 
acted like fascists. 

"The residents of the areas we occupied 
fled, carrying white flags. We did not stop 
them because that would have turned us into 
accomplices of their annihilation. 

"Our efforts undoubtedly were costly for 
the population and for us. We had many 
casualties and used up a lot of resources and 
ammunition," the guerrilla leader added. 
"But we ended the offensive with high mo
rale and have recovered from our losses. 

"The November offensive proved that the 
FMLN is not weak and that there must be 
negotiations," Dfaz said. 

The latest round of negotiations began last 
spring. The United Nations has mediated the 
most recent sessions. 

'Gov't must stop repression' 
The Salvadoran government wants a 

cease-fire before discussing political propos
als that can end the conflict, Dfaz said. But 
the FMLN believes there must be progress 
toward a political settlement before a truce 
is called. 

"Before there can be a cease-fire the gov
ernment must clear up six outstanding cases 
of repression," the FMLN leader said. 

Responsibility has yet to be officially 
determined in the death of Archbishop 
Oscar Romero, killed by a death squad 
while saying mass in 1980; the murder of 
six Jesuits killed by the army during the 
November 1989 offensive; the assassina
tion of Hector Oquelf, a leader of the 
Popular Social Christian Movement, in 
Guatemala early this year; the bombing of 
Fenastras; and two peasant massacres. 

"In May 1980, 300 people were massacred 
by the army at the Sumpul River. And 1,000 
were k.illed at Mozote in 1981 ," Dfaz ex
plained. 

She described the repressive apparatus 
facing workers and peasants. "There are 
120,000 members of paramilitary forces, not 
to mention the 60,000 members of the army. 
There are the civil defense forces, the town 
patrols, the army reserves, the death squads. 

"We are calling for the complete demili
tarization of Salvadoran society," Dfaz noted, 
including the dissolution of the most notori
ous security forces. But the government has 
not seriously negotiated these points, she 
charged. "We' II see how things go in the next 
session in November." 

Diaz did not rule out the possibility of 
another military offensive by the FMLN to 
back up its negotiating proposals. 

FMLN's government program 
As part of its fight to end the war, the 

FMLN released its program for the "National 
Democratic Revolution" in El Salvador on 
September 24 . 

The program calls for "an end to milita
rism, a new economic-social order, national 
democratization, and the recovery of sover
eignty and an independent foreign policy." 

Economic policy should be determined 
through concertaci6n - a social pact
"between the state, working people, and 
large-, small-, and medium-sized business
men," the document states. 

When the FMLN was founded it based 
itself on the 1980 "Platform of the Revolu
tionary Democratic Government." The plat
form called for expropriating "the fundamen-

tal means of' production and distribution that 
are now hoarded by the oligarchy and the 
U.S. monopolies" and "the land held in the 
power of the big landlords." 

"The government will rest on a broad po
litical and social base," the 1980 document 
continued, "formed above all by the working 
class, the peasantry, and the advanced middle 
layers." 

"The worker and peasant alliance has 
proven to be the most solid basis for guaran
teeing the firmness and consistency of the 
entire liberation movement," it said. 

Dfaz commented on some aspects of the 
1990 program and how the FMLN's political 
perspectives have evolved since the drafting 
of the 1980 document. 

The FMLN is no longer for extensive 
nationalizations, except of basic services, she 
said. "Life has shown that when the state 
subsidizes businesses or tries to resolve ev
erything for the masses - treating them like 
children instead of adults - there is no mo
tivation and a lot of mistakes are made." 

The guerrilla movement in El Salvador 
from its inception "questioned the socialism 
that existed in Eastern Europe," Diaz stated, 
which she said was marked by low produc
tivity, shoddy products, and unnecessary 
scarcities. 

"Under socialism the problem of unem
ployment is solved. But sometimes it goes 
as far as creating unnecesary employment. 
Some places have three workers where only 
one is needed," she said. "A production sys
tem where the state subsidizes almost every
thing does not provide any incentive for 
people to work. 

"Undercapitalism productivity is not based 
just on advanced technology, but coercion. 
People know that there is an army of unem
ployed waiting to take their jobs," she said. 

'We need private enterprises' 
The 1990 program sees an important role 

for capitalists in El Salvador. "We are a Third 
World country and we need private enter
prises," Dfaz said, "not just state-owned and 
cooperative ones. 

"Big businesses," she added, "will have to 
pay very restrictive taxes that will benefit the 
people." 

The FMLN envisions a "deep-going" 
agrarian reform that would distribute land to 
the peasants. "There can be large landowners, 
but they will also have to pay heavy taxes 
on their profits," Dfaz said. 

'Other actors for social change' 
"For us, the essence of socialism - the 

well-being of society and maximum freedom 
- will continue to be the historical reference 
point and our primary motivation," the guer
rilla leader said. 

However, the new government the 
FMLN favors "will not be one of only 
workers and peasants," Dfaz stated. 
"There are other actors for social change. 
No sector of society can impose its inter
ests over the rest of society. That would 
be a dictatorship of the proletariat. 

"Instead we need a group of forces who 
will seek a formula that expresses the inter
ests of everyone. But of course the interests 
of the big majority will be most decisive. 

"This is the revolutionary program for this 
stage of the struggle," Diaz said. "This is what 
we will bequeath to the next generations." 



Malcolm X meeting shows need for party fund 
BY JAMES HARRIS 

NEW YORK -"I need that. We 
shouldn't be over there anyway. My 
uncle used to tell us how it was in 
Vietnam," said one young partici
pant in the Malcolm X Radical Tra
dition and Legacy of Struggle con
ference held here November l-4. 
He pointed to the new pamphlet by 

and staffed the Pathfinder literature 
table, said. "They bought pamphlets 
and books on Cuba and the struggle 
in South Africa. 

Building Fund will help make this 
outreach possible by providing the 
necessary resources. The funds we 
collect will help to finance the so-

Where We Stand 
"There was a lot of discussion on 

women's liberation," Hart said. "We 
sold quite a few copies of the pam
phlet, Women's Liberation and the 
African Freedom Struggle by Tho-

cialist publications, the Militant, 
Perspectiva Mundial. They will 
aid the work of Pathfinder Press, 
which publishes books and pam-
phlets in the interests of the working 

Area 
Kansas City 
San Francisco 
Houston 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Pledged* Paid o/o of Total 
2,555 1,820 71 
4,205 2,800 67 
4,575 2,995 65 
3,250 2,110 65 

SOCIALIST 
WORKERS 
PARTY
BUILDING 
FUND 

$150,000 

$74,160 
collected 

class. 
The fund is still behind schedule 

with three more weeks to go. 
Pledges to the fund now amount to 
$152,138. Although this is $2,138 
over the fund drive goal of 
$150,000, we only have $74,160 in 
hand. We should have collected 
$103,846. The contributions are 
now starting to come in more 
quickly as we near December I, the 
end of the drive. 

Supporters of the fund in many 

Brooklyn 
Phoenix 
Austin, Minn 
Detroit 
Los Angeles 

Newar1<, N.J. 
Atlanta 
New Yor1< 
Twin Cities, Minn. 
Cleveland 

Oakland, Calif. 
Philadelphia 

6,660 4,129 62 
1,250 750 60 
1,500 ( 1 ,750) 830 55 
6,100 ( 7,000) 3,360 55 

11,436 (16,000) 6,246 55 

6,365 3,460 54 
6,445 3,455 54 
9,781 5,041 52 
4,220 ( 5,300) 2,135 51 
5,255 2,620 50 

9,555 4,595 48 
4,405 2,105 48 

Pathfinder Press, U.S. Hands Off the 
Mideast! Cuba Speaks Out at the 
United Nations. 

He was one of more than 1 ,000 
people who participated in the con
ference. Most in attendance were 
college-age youth and some were 
high school students. Nearly $700 
worth of Pathfinder books and pam
phlets were bought during the con
ference and many copies of the 
U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! pam
phlet were sold along with a range 
of other Pathfinder titles. The big
gest sellers were the titles on Mal
colm X. 

mas Sankara. And many of them 
signed up to find out more about the 
Young Socialist Alliance." The YSA 
is a revolutionary youth organiza
tion with chapters all across the 
country. Members of the YSA par
ticipated at the conference and 
staffed the Pathfinder table. 

areas of the country have established 
their own fund goals, which are 
printed in the chart accompanying 
this column. A focal point of the 
fund-raising efforts will be the po-
litical talks given by Socialist Work-
ers Party leaders around the country 
during November. These talks will 

Pittsburgh 
Chicago 
Morgantown, W.V. 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Miami 
St. Louis 
Boston 
Omaha, Neb. 

6,290 2,810 45 
7,570 3,365 44 
3,554 1,564 44 

1,370 585 43 
1,710 725 42 
7,400 ( 8,000) 3,105 42 
3,711 1,541 42 
2,275 943 41 

The participants in the conference 
got firsthand experience with the 
growing interest in socialist ideas 
developing among young people, 
especially on college campuses. 

be on the war drive in the Mideast 
Seattle 6,230 (6,300) 2,575 41 

being carried out by Washington and 
Charleston, W.V. 3,770 1,550 41 

its place in world politics. They will 
Price, Utah 1,450 ( 1 ,750) 500 34 

explain why it is essential to build 
Washington, D.C. 2,470 805 33 the communist movement as hu-

"Along with the legacy of Mal
colm X, the young people there were 
eager to talk about the war drive in 
the Mideast, the future of socialism, 
the deteriorating economy, and 
many other topics," Osborne Hart, 
who participated in the conference 

As capitalism heads toward war 
and economic crisis, the openness to 
political discussion and to reading 
socialist literature among young 
people has increased. This has cre
ated more opportunities for revolu
tionary socialists to reach out and 
win a layer of youth to the commu
nist movement. 

manity is being driven toward a dev-
astating war. 

If you wish to support the fund, 
send contributions to Socialist 
Workers Party-Building Fund, 406 
West Street, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

James Harris is the director of the 
Socialist Workers Party-Building 

Birmingham, Ala. 5,175 1,200 23 

Greensboro, N.C. 1,710 ( 1 ,600) 365 21 
Baltimore 3,800 760 20 
Other U.S. 4,275 2,495 58 
International 1,821 821 45 

TOTALS 152,138 74,160 49 

SHOULD BE 150,000 103,846 69 

* Items in parentheses are area goals that have been set 
The Socialist Workers Party- Fund. 

British miners union to vote on banning overtime 
BY PAUL GALLOWAY 
AND JIM SPAUL 

SHEFFIELD, England- On November 
15 and 16 members of the National Union 
of Mineworkers will vote on a proposal to 
ban working overtime. Through this action 
the miners hope to force British Coal to open 
negotiations over their demand for a £50 
(£l=US$1.94) per week pay raise for all 
miners. We will be casting a "yes" vote for 
this overtime ban, and we urge other NUM 
members to do so. 

Despite the fact that the NUM represents 
80 percent of miners in Britain, British Coal 

UNION TALK 
has refused to negotiate with the union since 
the 1984-85 national strike. 

The company is demanding the union 
agree that the Union of Democratic Miners 
(UDM) can represent NUM members in pits 
where a minority of miners belong to the 
NUM. A proemployer organization set up by 
strikebreakers at the end of the 1984-85 
strike, the breakaway UDM holds a majority 
only in the Nottinghamshire area. 

Since the national strike, British Coal has 
bargained with the UDM and imposed 
below-inflation-level pay rates on the NUM 
without negotiations. As a result miners have 
fallen to 15th place among manual workers 
in terms of wage levels, with wages rising 
only 5 percent a year. 

The basic wage for miners is now only 
three-fourths of what it was worth in 1973, 
with underground miners presently starting 
at £151.80 per week and surface miners at 
£137.40. 

On top of that, more money is being taken 
from the pockets of miners in the form of the 
recently imposed poll tax and rising mort
gage rates. More and more miners have come 
to depend on incentive pay and overtime 
earnings. These are estimated to make up 
over 46 percent of miners' wages. Even so, 
more than a third of the miners in the NUM 
take home less than £200 (US$370) per 
week. 

Moreover, there are now substantial dif
ferences between miners' incentive pay
ments in the mining regions throughout the 
country. 

British Coal has also introduced what it 
calls "ad hoc contracts'" in a number of pits 
- the company asks a group of miners to do 
a special job outside the normal working 
hours for a set price. 

The coal bosses have three goals in focus
ing on incentive payments. First, by dangling 
the carrot of making more money in front of 
coal miners, they hope to move toward im
posing six- and seven-day production sched
ules in the mines. The NUM opposes this. 

Second, British Coal wants to weaken the 
NUM nationally by focusing on local bar
gaining over incentive pay rates, instead of 
a national fight over the basic wage. The 
strength of the NUM in recent years has been 
due to battles fought from 1969 to 1974 over 
national wage rates. 

Third, the coal employers seek to deepen 
divisions that exist between surface and un
derground miners in order to pit miners 
against one another instead of taking on our 
common enemy- British Coal. · 

Safety conditions have also worsened and 
management continues to cut costs by intro
ducing substandard procedures like roof
bolting, a cheaper and more dangerous form 
of roof support for underground mines. 

In addition to the dedine in wages and the 
worsening working conditions of miners, the 
leadership of the NUM has come under in
creasing attack in the last eight months. A 
witch-hunt against NUM national officers 
Arthur Scargill and Peter Heathfield has been 
launched by the national newspaper the Daily 
Mirror and fueled by officials of the Labour 
Party and others. The smear campaign centers 
on charges that the NUM leaders misappro
priated funds during the 1984-85 strike. 

At anNUM Special Delegates Conference 
last month the members cast an overwhelm
ing vote of confidence in the NUM leaders. 
Although the accusations against Scargill and 
Heathfield have been disproved in the past 
months, the attacks continue. The police fraud 
squad announced an investigation into the 
affairs of the union, and both mine union 
leaders are scheduled to appear in court late 
November to face charges leveled by the 
government's union certification officer. 

As the economic recession deepens in 
Britain and the threat of war in the Middle 
East escalates, government and employer 
attacks on working people will increase. Brit
ish Coal, and other bosses, will try to cut 
wages and worsen working conditions in an 

attempt to sustain their profits. 
The fact that British Coal threatened to 

end the "check off' system of deducting 
union dues from wages - stating they refuse 
to "bankroll union activism"- shows that 
the company knows it faces a strong union. 
The coal bosses have also decided to send a 
special issue of their paper Coal News, fea
turing their views on the wages issue, to the 
homes of miners in an attempt to encourage 
a "no" vote on the overtime ban. 

A vote in favor of the overtime ban on 
Nov. 15 and 16, which would immediately 
cut production by 30 percent, would help to 
force British Coal to negotiate with the NUM 
as the union defends its right to represent all 
miners. A "yes" vote would also reaffirm the 
rank-and-file opposition to the witch-hunt 
against NUM leaders and the attempts to 
divide the union. And it would register a 
setback for the government and employer 
campaign to reduce workers' wages and 
blame working people for the economic crisis 
they face. 

Paul Galloway and Jim Spaul are both un
derground miners and members of the Na
tional Union of Mineworkers in Britain. 

M eatpackers strike in Missouri stands firm 
BY K.C. ELLIS 
AND GARY STONELAKE 

MARSHALL, Mo. - A strike of 650 
members of United Food and Commercial 
Workers (UFCW) Local 576 against Wilson 
Brands remains solid as it enters its fifth week. 

On September 22, the unionists voted 367-
to-6 to reject the company's demands for 
concessions that included cuts in pay and 
medical benefits, and an inflexible atten
dance policy that discriminates against work
ers with severe on-the-job injuries. They had 
been working under weekly extensions of a 
contract that expired in April 1989. 

No union members have crossed the picket 
line, but management and office personnel 
are trying to keep enough production to make 
sausage patties for McDonald's fast-food res
taurants. 

When the company sent out hundreds of 
certified letters asking workers on lay-off to 

come back to work, the striking meat-packers 
responded with mass picketing. 

According to Jerry Helmick, UFCW Local 
576 business representative, mechanics and 
powerhouse employees are also on strike. 
"They don't have any maintenance now," 
said Helmick. Major breakdowns were oc
curring even before the strike, he said. 

Promising "competitive base rate with ex
cellent benefits," the company placed ads in 
the Kansas City Star for workers with "me
chanical, production or powerhouse experi
ence" to come to Marshall- some 90 miles 
from Kansas City - to scab at Wilson. The 
starting rate now is $6.00 an hour. Under the 
old contract it was $7.50. 

Several strikers explained some of the 
working conditions they faced on the job 
before the strike. At the beginning of the shift, 
up to ten workers could sign up to use the 
restroom between break periods if needed. 

But they could only sign up every other day. 
Company-provided medical assistance 

was minimal. Connie McDaniel started 
working at Wilson a couple of years ago. 
"The first six months I thought I was going 
to die." She was packing 28-pound boxes of 
neck bones, including preparation of the car
tons, at a rate of 70 an hour. At that pace, 
pain develops quickly, she said. "That's just 
a part of the job. You ' II have to live with the 
pain," McDaniel said she was told by the 
company doctor. 

"They use you up, then push out," stated 
another striker with more than nine years in 
the plant. 

While many say the fight will not be easy, 
spirit on the picket line remains high. And 
the strikers say they are determined to stay 
out until they get an acceptable contract. 

K.C. Ellis and Gary Stonelake are members 
of UFCW Local576 at Armour Foods. ' 
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The strike against Eastern Airlines 
Machinists meet Lorenzo's challenges with rallies and picket line actions 
BYJUDYSTRANAHAN 

(Second of a series) 
On March 4, 1989, 8,500 members of the 

International Association of Machinists 
(lAM) went on strike in an effort to block a 
drive for concessions by the bosses at Eastern 
Airlines. 

Over the course of their battle, the Ma
chinists won support in the United States and 
internationally, and they extended their soli
darity to others. 

Through organizing and mobilizing to 
press forward the strike, the rank-and-file 
strikers stamped the character of their fight. 
Clearly, something new had happened in the 
labor movement. For the first time in the 
1980s, a sustained nationwide strike was 
under way, and it had not been either blunted 
or defeated by the bosses. 

* * * 
Four months into the strike, Eastern an

nounced it intended to put 200 additional 
flights in the air the first weekend of July 
1989 - they later scaled it down to 146. 
Prior to that, Eastern had less than 1 00 flights 
per day. 

At the heart of Eastern's plan was to re
sume enough flights with enough passengers 
on them to make money. This plan became 
central to the airline's effort to break the strike 
and resume operations as a smaller, nonunion 
airline tied in with Continental. 

"To reestablish Eastern as a significant 
profitable carrier," the Wall Street Journal 
pointed out in a July 3, 1989, article, Lorenzo 
"needs paying customers. Lots of them. And 
that's a tall order for an airline that has had 
more well-publicized trouble lately than any 
other in recent times." 

During July 1989 the total number of 
Eastern's flights rose to 226. Passenger loads 
(the number of available seats on each flight 
that are used) on Eastern began to average 
about 60 percent. Eastern then projected hav
ing 390 additional flights by August. 

With the July start-up set, a pattern in the 
strike settled in: with each move Lorenzo 
made to get the airline going, the strikers 
effectively countered by mobilizing their 
ranks. 

Eastern's plans to get more planes in the 
air posed a direct challenge to the strike. 
"Now is the time for the labor movement to 
organize an expanded and ongoing mobili
zation on behalf of the 17,000 workers on 
strike against Eastern Airlines. Such a mobi
lization is needed to respond to the new stage 
the 19-week-old strike has reached," ex
plained an editorial in the Militant July 21, 
1989. 

"The July 2 start-up by Eastern of 146 
more flights represents the biggest challenge 
the strike has faced since Lorenzo's attempt 
to restart the Northeast shuttle the weekend 
after the walkout began," the Militant con
tinued. 

Northeast shuttle 
To meet Lorenzo's attempts at the begin

ning of the strike to get the Northeast shuttle 
back into the air, strikers with the aid of others 
in the labor movement swelled the airport 
picket lines and held demonstrations and 
rallies. With these kinds of actions, the planes 
were emptied in a few days. 

With the July start-up, the striking Ma
chinists again swung into action. Chanting 
"Union yes, Lorenzo no!" strike supporters 
in San Francisco held two mobilizations of 
300 each at the airport on July 2. A similar 
number of building-trades unionists, com
munication workers, postal workers, garment 
workers, and auto workers marched and ral
lied for two hours around the Newark Inter
national Airport. 

In Chicago, fire fighters, transit workers, 
government employees, oil workers, electri
cal workers, steelworkers, and others swelled 
picket lines. 

"A lot of people who came to La Guardia 
in New York July 2, ready to get on one of 
the flights Eastern was starting up, simply 
did not realize we were still on strike," said 
strike leader Ernie Mailhot, after beefed-up 
picket lines were organized to inform pas
sengers of the continuing fight. 

Mailhot explained that the strikers were 
putting out information in Spanish to ensure 
that Spanish-speaking working people found 
out about the strike and honored the picket 
line. 

Militant/Janet Post 
More than 1,000 Eastern strikers and supporters protest shuttle start-up at New York 
Continental ticket office on July 28, 1989. At every turn during the strike, Machinists 
met airline managements' attempts to get Eastern going by mobilizing their ranks and 
other unionists. 

"This is a fight to defend our unions, our 
wages and working conditions, our dignity. 
And many Spanish-speaking people - es
pecially those who are working people them
selves- can identify with that. They under
stand what a step forward it will be for all of 
us if we win this strike," Mailhot said. 

'Women's Day on Picket Line' 
At an action of 100 unionists in Washing

ton, D.C., the previous week, called "Wo
men's Day on the Picket Line," flight at
tendants' union leader Sandra Palmer asked 
the rally, "Why should we stand for conces
sions? We don't owe anyone an apology for 
expecting to move forward in our lives and 
in our jobs. The majority of us on strike are 
not only women, but also heads of families. 

"Do we realize our power? We need to 
remind ourselves of exactly what we have 
done," she said. "We have shut down Eastern 
for 114 days. We have brought Frank Lorenzo 
to his knees." 

In response to Eastern's plans to add ad
ditional flights to its schedule in August 1989, 
strikers held another round of actions. In 
Miami, more than 1,300 strikers and support
ers from other unions held a walk-through at 
the Miami International Airport on July 30. 
At the Detroit Metropolitan Airport, 1,000 
strikers, unionists, students, and others pick
eted and rallied. 

support of national ALPA President Henry 
Duffy, enough pilots crossed the picket line 
to ensure that the flights would get off the 
ground. Some 600 ALPA members were now 
back at Eastern. Two hundred management 
and regular pilots had stayed on the job when 
the strike started, and 17 5 to 200 pi lots had 
already crossed between March and July. 

The ALPA officials ' treachery against the 
strike also led several hundred flight atten
dants to cross the line as well. These defec
tions did hurt the unity and morale of the 
strike. But because of the Machinists ' grow
ing experience, rank-and-file leadership, and 
confidence in having done serious damage 
to Lorenzo, the strikers continued to press 
their fight. 

Pilots a professional layer 
Leading up to and during the strike, rank

and-file Machinists sought unity with the 
pilots and flight attendants. Because the 
pilots' association had crossed other lAM 
picket lines and those of the flight attendants 
at different times, these workers were not 
confident the pilots would join the fight. 

Pilots are a professional layer in the airline 
industry who have usually identified their 
interests more with management than with 
the ramp workers, airplane cleaners, mechan
ics, and flight attendants. 

Buno advance the strike, the Machinists 
correctly reached out to the pilots and at
tempted to draw them toward their common 
fight against Lorenzo, while at the same time 
recognizing that the true backbone of the 

strike came from the Machinists themselves. 

The Machinists' unity and determination 
to fight Lorenzo's reign of terror maximized 
participation from pilots and flight atten
dants. lAM members made sure to involve 
everyone in all aspects of strike work and 
welcomed them on the picket lines, other 
strike events, and in the strike headquarters. 

New challenges 

As Eastern continued to get planes off the 
ground, the airline's management began to 
use subcontracting companies to service the 
carrier's planes and help get Eastern into the 
air. Some of these companies were nonunion; 
others were organized by the lAM and other 
unions. 

Eastern hired companies such as Hudson 
General, Ogden Allied Services, Servair, and 
others in cities around the country to do jobs 
previously performed by the strikers -
some of which would now be done by fellow 
lAM members working for these companies. 

In Washington, D.C., out of 50 aircraft 
fuelers working for Ogden Allied Services at 
National Airport, three-quarters signed ape
tition protesting having to perform struck 
work. This action was in response to a leaflet 
handed out by strikers in lAM Local 796 that 
explained, "The fight at Eastern has always 
been crucial for the entire lAM membership. 
It's particularly critical now because lAM 
members in Washington, D.C., as well as 
Miami, Pittsburgh, Boston, and New York 
are being forced to service scab aircraft in 
increasing numbers." 

An editorial in the August 25, 1989, Mil
itant explained, "The move by Eastern to use 
subcontracting companies organized by the 
lAM and other unions to service the carrier's 
restarted flights is a dagger aimed at the heart 
of the strike. 

"This erosion of union strength and soli
darity now poses a danger to the Eastern 
strike as /AM-organized companies are being 
used to do struck work," and pointed to the 
plan of some Eastern strikers to defend their 
strike by appealing to lAM members to sup
port the strike by working together in the 
union to bring a halt to this situation. 

The striking Machinists pointed to the 
threat this posed to the strike and the union. 
However, their efforts met with limited suc
cess as they were hindered by the legacy of 
the years of deals made between union offi
cials and airline and service companies. 
Workers at these companies receive lower 
pay, fewer benefits, and are more subject to 
firings and other arbitrary actions by the 
companies than those who work at the major 
airlines. These deals hampered the ability of 
the strikers to build on the support from a 
layer of unionists at the subcontracting com
panies who did not want to service Eastern 
flights. 

Today this problem - along with the need 
for airline unions to organize a serious fight 
to unionize other parts of the airline industry 
-remains. 

(to he continued) 

Several hundred people from over 20 
unions picketed at the Los Angeles Interna
tional Airport on July 29. In Birmingham that 
same day, 350 unionists turned out for a rally 
to back both Eastern and Pittston strikers. 
And on July 28, more than 1,000 strikers and 
other trade unionists participated in a New 
York Central Labor Council- supported dem
onstration near Continental Airlines' mid
Manhattan ticket offices. Strike support ac
tions of hundreds were held in a number of 
other cities as well. 

TV schedule for Korea series 

These activities were an important re
sponse to the cha llenge laid down by 
Eastern's owners. And the strength of the 
strike reminded the traveling public that the 
strike was still on. 

Strikers picket scab-hiring sessions 
During this time strikers also picketed 

Eastern scab-hiring sessions across the coun
try, explaining the strike to those considering 
crossing the picket line. Strikers and their 
supporters turned away many who were lured 
into seeking employment at Eastern through 
advertisements promising long-term em
ployment at a "new Eastern." 

In order to get the extra flights going, 
Lorenzo desperately needed additional expe
rienced pilots. During the first 10 days of 
August 1989, at the prodding of John Bavis, 
head of ALPA's Eastern division, and the 

Korea: The Unknown War, a television 
documentary, will be aired three consec
utive nights in the United States, Novem
ber 12- 14 on most Public Broadcasting 
Service stations. Readers will want to 
mark their calendars and begin inviting 
coworkers and friends to watch the series. 

The truth about the Korean War has 
been hidden from U.S. working people. 
It is a story of the slaughter Washington 
carried out against the people of Korea 
from June 1950 to July 1953. The goal 
was to maintain imperialist domination of 
Korea at any cost in the face of the ad
vance of the Chinese and Korean socialist 
revolutions. 

This documentary, which contains ex
tensive footage of the events and inter
views with those involved from several 
countries, is educational and thought-pro
voking - especially today as Washing
ton is threatening to drag U.S. workers 

and farmers into yet another war, this time 
in the Middle East to defend Big Oil. 

The program consists of six one-hour 
segments to be aired two at a time from 
9-11 p.m. on most PBS stations. 

KCPT in Kansas City will air the pro
grams at 8- 10 p.m. CST, and WMFE in 
Orlando, Florida, will air them II p.m.- I 
a.m. EST on the same dates. 

Viewers in Philadelphia can watch the 
documentary on WHYY beginning No
vember 13, 9-11 p.m. EST. Dallas station 
KERA has also slated the series for No
vember 13- 15, at 8-10 p.m. CST. 

WEDU in Tampa will rerun the series 
at I p.m. EST on November 14-1 6. 

Canadian viewers who have cable tele
vision featuring PBS programming will 
be able to watch the series beginning 
November 12. Others in Canada may be 
able to pick up transmissions from U.S. 
stations. 
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Cuban e.conomist well received 
during tour of Nordic countries 
BY CATHARINA TIRSEN 

Carlos Tablada, a Cuban economist and 
the author of Che Guevara: Economics and 
Politics in the Transition to Socialism, is 
getting a warm reception on his speaking tour 
of the six Nordic countries. The tour is spon
sored by his publisher, Pathfinder Press, and 
began in Sweden, where Tablada spoke in 
six cities. 

Tablada often opened his remarks by ex
plaining that in 1984, the Cuban leadership 
led by President Fidel Castro launched a 
"rectification process" to correct errors in 
Cuba that Jed to copying aspects of the Soviet 
Union's economy and fostered bureaucracy 
and corruption. 

"If you read the Communist Manifesto by 
Marx and Engels," Tablada said at a meeting 
in Lund, Sweden, "you find that they praise 
the capitalist system for its development of 
the productive forces. But socialism, accord
ing to them, was also to be a humane system, 
and should develop a new relationship be
tween people. This was emphasized by Fidel 
Castro and Che Guevara. In this they were 
also following the tradition Jose Martf, the 
leader of the Cuban fight for independence 
at the end of the 19th century." 

Building socialism in Cuba 
Tablada described the efforts to develop 

Cuba by organizing production with solidar
ity and individuality in mind, in contrast to 
the individualism developed by capitalist 
methods. But during the 1970s, efforts to 
copy the Soviet economic model began. "The 
advocates of these. methods had I 0 years to 
show what these methods could do," Tablada 
said. "The Cuban economy grew, but work
ers became corrupted, the managers became 
corrupted, even leaders became corrupted." 

The economist explained how the Cuban 

leadership began to correct this error and, 
over the course of the last six years, many 
advances have been made in Cuba as a result 
of the rectification process. 

Big changes decreasing the number of 
departments and personnel in the state appa
ratus have been made, Tablada said. By De
cember, the Communist Party's apparatus 
will have been cut by 50 percent, and 26,000 
officials in government departments will 
have been moved to other more productive 
jobs. 

"As a manager of a company," Tablada 
said, "I had access to a car and 200 gallons 
of gas. I had a document that said I could 
use it privately. All this has been done away 
with. Because of things like this, the people 
support the revolution and rectification." 

During a speaking engagement with 40 
students at the University of Oslo in Norway, 
a participant asked if the rectification process 
is similar to what has been happening in 
Eastern Europe. Tablada explained that rec
tification is a way to get back to Cuba's 
national roots and the socialist basics. The 
aim is to put the market at the service of the 
people, and not the people at the service of 
the market. He indicated that this is the basic 
difference between the Cuban and Soviet 
systems today. 

Tablada said Cuba is also affected by the 
international capitalist economic crisis and 
is plagued by constant threats from U.S. 
imperialism. He pointed to recent decisions 
in Cuba to broaden the rationing of food 
items and fuel, and the measures to save 
energy. 

Cuba has had long-term trade relations 
with the Soviet Union and Eastern European 
countries, Tablada said. "But we do not know 
what the basis of our trade with the Soviet 
Union will be next year. No one knows at 

this time how much they are going to pay 
for our sugar, for our products, or what 
amount of fuel are we going to receive." 

Tablada, however, assured audiences that 
despite necessary cutbacks, Cuba has not cut 
any international aid. He said that there are 
still 24,000 foreign students in Cuba, and that 
Cuba currently gives medical treatment to 
I 0,000 children who were victims of the 
Chernobyl nuclear plant accident in the So
viet Union. There are plans to treat an addi
tional 20,000 victims. 

Cuba's internationalism 
The impact of Cuba's international aid was 

shown in the opening remarks of Delukufa 
Sandlwana, the Oslo deputy representative 
of the African National Congress, at an Oc
tober 31 meeting of 80 people held at the 
Norway Construction Workers Union hall in 
Oslo. 

"Friends, we are not ashamed to tell the 
world how we the people of Southern Africa 
benefited from Cuba's revolution and its 
commitment to the spirit of international 
solidarity," Sandlwana said. "The Cubans 
have built solidarity with other oppressed 
peoples around the world. What binds the 
Cubans and the people of Southern Africa is 
the Cubans' assistance in defense of Angolan 
sovereignty and against the racist South Af
rican expansionist policies," he added. He 
was referring to the military support Cuba 
extended to Angola and led to the defeat of 
South Africa's military forces at Cuito Cua
navale, Angola, in 1989. 

In an effort to learn more about Tablada's 
country, many participants focused their 
questions on the current situation in Cuba. 
During some meetings, lively exchanges and 
debates took place. 

At a meeting of 130 people in Lund, 

Economic crisis facing Faeroe Islands 
is big topic at meetings for Tablada 
BY SIGURLAUG 
GUNNLAUGSDOTTIR 

FAEROE ISLANDS - "I don't think it 
is a coincidence that I have come here," said 
Cuban economist Carlos Tablada to an audi
ence of 35 people at the University Center. 
He explained even though the university has 
fewer than 100 students, "It is the thinking 
that counts." 

A colony of Denmark located in the North 
Atlantic between Iceland and Norway, the 
Faeroe Islands are about 200 miles northwest 
of Scotland. Of its 21 islands, 18 are inhab
ited. The population is 45,000. 

Deep-sea fishing is the main occupation. 
Farming, especially raising sheep, is also of 
importance. Coal is mined on the island of 
Suder0. 

More than half of the wages of those on 
the islands go to taxes and are a major source 
of income for the local government. The 
government receives subsidies from Den
mark for health and education. 

goods, but taxes are not added to most food 
and clothing items. And prices don't go up, 
Tablada added. 

A debate developed between Tablada and 
Oli Breckmann, the head of the conservative 
People's Party. Breckmann pointed to the 
rationing of food, fuel, and other goods in 
Cuba and stated it was impossible for a 
socialist system to survive. He also said that 
people who want to leave Cuba face the threat 
of being shot. 

"The hundreds of thousands who emigrate 
to the United States are not fleeing commu
nism, but hoping for a better standard of 
living," said Tablada. "Unlike in Eastern Eu
rope, we never built a wall around us, because 
socialism can only be built by free people. 

"Yes, we have lines," the Cuban econo
mist said. "Not lines like in Moscow, because 
in Moscow they have a system like in capi
talist countries - you can buy for money. 
But in Moscow it is worse because there is 
little to buy." 

Tablada also described the nutritional 
level of the Cuban people, their abilities in 
sports, and the fact that Cubans do not feel 
threatened by their government. "My people 
have 6 million machine guns, including my 
children," he said. 

Tablada was welcomed to the meeting by 
the University Center schoolmaster, Petur 
Zakariasen. Also present were poet and Nor
dic literature prize winner Roi Paturson, head 
of the national library Martin Naes, and 
authors D.P. Danielsen and Marianna Debes
dahl. Seven books by Tablada were sold and 
autographed. 

In addition, Faeroe Radio interviewed 
Tablada for the evening news. The inter
viewer asked ifTablada thought the Faeroes 
could learn anything from Cuba. "We can 
learn much from each other," the economist 
said, "I think that the exchange of ideas is 
one of the most beautiful things human be
ings can do." 

Militant/Margrethe Siem 
Carlos Tablada during visit to Lund, 
Sweden, in October. 

someone suggested that Cuba "do away with 
the one-party system." Tablada responded by 
describing the electoral system in Cuba, in
cluding how the people, not the party, nom
inate candidates. 

"In Cuba there are elections every two
and-a-half years," Tablada said. "Unfortu
nately, your press here does not write about 
it. We want to improve the electoral system 
we have. The delegates elected by the people 
appoint the ministers, but did not really have 
control over the ministers. This we want to 
improve by popular councils that will have 
the power to check corruption. Those elected 
are accountable to no one except the people 
who elected them. 

"Why do we have one party?" Tablada 
said. "This is an idea we got from Martf, who 
drew this conclusion after the 10-year war 
against Spain that we lost, not on the battle
field, but because we were politically di
vided." 

Right to leave Cuba 
"Why, if Cuba is so good, do young people 

escape on tire inner tubes to Miami?" one 
person asked. "There are no limits on 
people's right to leave Cuba," Tablada re
sponded. "The fact is the U.S. refuses to grant 
visas to people who want to leave in a nor
mal way. You and I should unite to demand 
the United States fulfill its agreement with 
Cuba to give 20,000 visas a year to people 
from Cuba who want to immigrate to the 
U.S. 

"Over the past four years, when they 
should have granted 80,000 visas, they just 
granted 6,000," Tablada said. "The govern
ment in Cuba will give a passport to everyone 
who wants to leave in a normal way." 

Tablada was interviewed by a local Oslo 
radio station and by a cable network televi
sion station called One World Channel, 
which broadcasts throughout Europe. 
The television station plans to produce three 
15-minute programs with him. In addi
tion, sales of Tablada's book continue to be 
brisk. 

Following the Nordic tour, Tablada will 
return to Britain, where he has been invited 
to speak at a conference in London on the 
Third World debt in early December. 

Barbro Davidson and Brigitta /sacsson also 
contributed to this article. 

However, the bulk of the money goes to 
pay the debts of the fishing fleets. Some of 
the owners have gone bankrupt and their 
ships have been sold to banks at low prices. 
But the local government is responsible for 
paying the loans that were taken out to build 
the ships in the first place. 

U.S. widens trade embargo against Cuba 

The questions directed to Tablada reflect 
the concerns of working people on the 
Faeroes about the economy, growing unem
ployment, and sky-high taxes. 

The government recently presented a pro
posal for a 20 percent wage cut. Not only 
would workers become poorer as a result, 
but social services will also suffer from the 
reduction in tax income to the government. 

Participants wanted to know how the 
health and education system in Cuba is fi 
nanced. They also wanted to know if Cuba 
had a tax system. 

Tablada explained that prior to the revo
lution, rich people took money out of Cuba 
and the Cuban people saw none of the ben
efits. The revolution made a redistribution 
possible. 

People don't pay taxes, he said. The 
needed taxes are calculated into the price of 

BY PETER THIERJUNG 
The U.S. Congress approved a complete 

ban on trade with Cuba by U.S. subsidiary 
companies based in other countries October 
18. 

The measure would tighten the 30-year 
U.S. trade embargo against Cuba and was 
passed as an amendment to a massive trade 
bill, the Export Administration Act. President 
George Bush is expected to sign the bill into 
law soon. 

Outspoken congressional opponents of the 
Cuban revolution, including Florida Sen. 
Connie Mack and Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
and Dante Fascell from Miami, spearheaded 
the campaign. 

The lawmakers argued that the measure 
was needed to prevent trade by U.S. subsid
iaries from aiding the Cuban economy, al
ready hard-pressed by cuts in trade by East 
European countries a nd the Soviet 
Union. "The foot is heavier on the throat of 

Fidel Castro," Mack said after the bill 's pas
sage. 

The Cuban government was recently 
forced to ration 28 food items and restrict the 
sale of household items, clothing, and elec
trical appliances. Fuel has been rationed and 
energy-saving steps have been implemented 
due to declining oil imports from the Soviet 
Union. 

In the first four months of 1990, some 178 
licensed U.S. subsidiaries conducted $310 
million in trade with Cuba, according to the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control of the U.S. 
Treasury Department. Companies involved 
included Beatrice Foods (through Spain) and 
General Motors (through Switzerland). 

The trade curb would affect shipments of 
grain and other foodstuffs to Cuba, as well 
as medicine and essential machinery. In 
1989, 70 percent of the exports to Cuba 
through subsidiaries - $114 million worth 
- was wheat and other "consumables." 

Some Democratic and Republican 
legislators, worried by possible objections 
from third countries that maintain relations 
with Cuba and would be affected by the 
trade ban, opposed passage of the amend
ment. 

The Canadian government has already 
issued an order to bar any attempts by Wash
ington to restrict trade with Cuba by U.S.
owned companies in Canada. The Canadian 
attorney general, Kim Campbell, said the 
order "demonstrates our determination to 
block measures that infringe Canadian sov
ereignty." 

Proponents of normalization of relations 
with Cuba have spoken out against the more 
stringent trade curbs. "Food and medicine 
are even exempt from the Iraqi embargo," 
Alicia Torres, executive director of the 
Cuban American Committee, said. The 
Washington-based group favors improved 
U.S. relations with Cuba. 
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CALENDAR 
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Banned in the USA! The Fight Against Cen
sorship in the Arts. Speakers: Anne Arrasmith, 
local artist; Murray Hiam, president, Birming
ham Art Association; John Schnorrenberg, art 
professor, University of Alabama in Birming
ham; Sue Skinner, Socialist Workers Party; Me
lissa Springer, art photographer; John Wet
enhall, curator of painting and sculpture, Bir
mingham Museum of Art. Sat., Nov. 10, 7:30 
p.m. Ill 21st St. S. Donation: $3. Sponsor: 
Militant Labor Forum. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 
Washington's Accelerating War Drive. 
Speaker: James Harris, National Committee, 
Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Nov. 17, 7:30 
p.m. Ill 21st St. S. Donation: $3. Sponsor: 
Militant Labor Forum. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 

FLORIDA 
Miami 
Justice for Mark Curtis! Video. Speakers: 
Jimmie Erskine, president, Laborers Local 938; 
representative Mark Curtis Defense Committee. 
Sat. Nov. 10, 7:30p.m. 137 NE 54th St. Dona
tion: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. Tel: 
(305) 756-1020. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
Report from El Salvador. Slideshow. Speak
ers: Roger Friedman, Atlanta Committee on 
Latin America; representative, Socialist Work-

BRITAIN 
Hear: 
Carlos Tablada 
Cuban economist and author 

Weds., Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m. Miners Welfare 
Club. West End Lane. Rossington, South 
Yorkshire. 
Thurs., Nov. 15, 1 p.m. Manchester Univer
sity Studio, Old Building, Faculty of Eco
nomic and Social Studies. Dover Street, 
Manchester. 
Fri., Nov. 16, 7:30p.m. Manchester Town 
Hall. Albert Square, Manchester. 
Mon., Nov. 19, 12 noon. Polytechnic of 
Wales. Conference Centre. Treforest, South 
Wales. 

• 
Mon., Nov. 19, 5 p.m. Cardiff University. 
OT3 Tower Block. Park Place, Cardiff. 
Tues., Nov. 20, 12:30 p.m. Swansea Univer
sity. Room 150/Debates. Swansea, South 
Wales. 
Tues., Nov. 20, 7 p.m. Club lfor Bach. 
Womanby St. Cardiff. 
Weds., Nov. 21, 8 p.m. Colliery Inn, 
Murton. County Durham. 

• 
Fri., Nov. 23,7:30 p.m. SADACCA, 48 The 
Wicker, Sheffield. 
Sat., Nov. 24, 10 a.m. Farmers' Third World 
Network National Conference. The Arthur 
Rank Centre, National Agricultural Centre. 
Stoneleigh, Warwickshire. 
Thurs., Nov. 29, 10 a.m. Warwick Univer
sity. 
Fri., Nov. 30, 7 p.m. Conway Hall. Red 
Lion Square (Holbom Tube Station), Lon
don. 

For more information contact the Pathfinder 
Bookcentre nearest you listed in the direc
tory below. 

ers Party. Sat., Nov. 10, 7:30p.m. 132 Cone St. 
NW, 2nd floor. Donation: $2.50. Sponsor: Mili
tant Labor Forum. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 
Young Socialist Class Series. "With Cuba, We 
Have a Dependable Friend"- Nelson Man
deJa, Wed., Nov. 14,6 p.m. Young People Fight 
Against Apartheid, Wed., Nov. 28, 6 p.m. 132 
Cone St. NW, 2nd floor. Donation: 50 cents per 
class. Sponsor: Young Socialist Alliance. For 
more information call (404) 577-4065. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Massacre in Jerusalem. Israel's Role in the 
Arab World. Speakers: Dick Reilly, Midwest 
coordinator, Palestine Solidarity Committee; 
Reja-E Busailah, professor, University of Indi
ana, Kokomo; Don Davis, Socialist Workers 
Party. Sat., Nov. 10, 7 p.m. 545 W Roosevelt 
Rd. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. Tel: (312) 829-6815 or 829-7018. 
Washington's Accelerating War Drive. 
Speaker: Mary-Alice Waters, editor, New Inter
national, Sat., Nov. 17, 7 p.m. 545 W Roosevelt 
Rd. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. Tel: (312) 829-6815 or 829-7018. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Israeli Killings Draw World Condemnation. 
Speakers: Kaukab Siddique, Islamic People's 
Movement; Ali Zaghab, Palestinian living in the 
U.S.; Glen Swanson, Socialist Workers Party 
and member United Steelworkers of America 
Local 3185. Sat., Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m. 2913 
Greenmount Ave. Donation: $4. Sponsor: Mili
tant Labor Forum. Tel: (301) 235-0014. 

MINNESOTA 
Austin 
The AIDS Crisis. Speaker: Representative, So
cialist Workers Party. Sun., Nov. 18, 7 p.m. 
407\12 N. Main St. Donation: $2.50. Sponsor: 
Militant Forum. Tel: (507) 433-3461. 
St.Paul 
Fight Cop Frame-ups. Free Mark Curtis! 
Sat., Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. 508 N Snelling Ave. 
Donation: $2. Sponsor: Militant Forum. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 
The World Economic Crisis, the Threat of 
War, Their Impact on the Third World. 
Speakers: Wazir Muhammad, member Working 
People's Alliance of Guyana, and others. Sat., 
Nov. 17,7:30 p.m. 508 N Snelling Ave. Dona
tion: $2. Sponsor: Militant Forum. Tel: (612) 
644-6325. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Massacre in Jerusalem. Israel's Role in the 
Arab World. Sreaker: Andrea Gonzalez, So
cialist Workers Party and member United Auto 
Workers Local 325. Sat., Nov. ;o, 7:30 p.m. 
4907 Martin Luther King Dr. Donation: $3. 
Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. Tel: (314) 361-
0250. 
Washington's Accelerating War Drive. 
Speaker: Dave Prince, National Committee, So
cialist Workers Party. Sun., Nov. 18, reception4 
p.m.; program 5 p.m. 4907 Martin Luther King 
Dr. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. Tel: (314) 361-0250. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Young Socialist Class Series. U.S. Hands Off 
the Middle East! U.S. Troops Out Now! 
"Malcolm X and His Ideas." Tues., Nov. 13, 7 
p.m. "The Role of Cuba in the Fight Against 
War." Tues., Nov. 20, 7 p.m. 191 7th Ave. 
Sponsor: Young Socialist Alliance. Tel: (212) 
727-8422. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Malcolm X: His Ideas and Their Meaning for 
World Politics Today. Speaker: Rashaad Ali, 
Socialist Workers candidate for governor of 
Maryland. Sat., Nov. 10,7 p.m. 2219 E Market. 
Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. 
Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
U.S. Troops Out of the Middle East. Speak
ers: Mike Pearlman, Act for Peace in the Middle 
East; Jaime Reilly, Students for Peace, Friends 
High School; Stephen Fromm, Young Socialist 
Alliance. Sat., Nov. 17, 7:30p.m. 9 E Chelten 
Ave. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. Tel: (215) 848-5044. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Cuba Speaks Out at the United Nations: 
Hands Off Middle East. Speaker: Luis Ruiz, 
attache, Cuban Interest Section in the U.S. Sat., 
Nov. 10; dinner 6 p.m., program 7:30p.m. 523 
8th St., SE. Donation: dinner $3, program $4. 
Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. Tel: (202) 547-
7557. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston 
The Fight for Women's Rights Today. Panel 
discussion. Speakers: Linda Joyce, Socialist 
Workers Party, member International Associa
tion of Machinists Local 298. Sat., Nov. 10, 7 
p.m. 116 McFarland St. Donation: $3. Sponsor: 
Militant Labor Forum. Tel: (304) 345-3040. 

• 
BRITAIN 
Cardiff 
Fund raiser for European Tour of Carlos Ta
blada. Sat., Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m. Clifton Public 
House, Clifton Street. For more information 
visit or call Pathfinder Bookcentre, 9 Moira Ter
race, Adamsdown. Tel: 0222-484677. 
London 
The Crisis Facing Working Farmers in Brit
ain. Speakers: Peter Parrish, National Farmers 
Union and Farmers Third World Network; Rob 
Jones, Communist League. Fri., Nov. 16, 7:30 
p.m. 47 The Cut, SE I. Donation: £1. Sponsor: 
Militant Forums. Tel: 071-401-2409. 
Sheffield 
Fundraiser for European Tour of Carlos 
Tablada. Sat., Nov. 17, 8 p.m. 391 Shoreham 
St. For more information visit or call Pathfinder 
Bookcentre, 2A Waverley House, 10 Joiner St. 
Tel: 0742-729469. 

CANADA 
Montreal 
Cuba's Role in the World Today. Speakers: 
Margaret Manwaring, participant, August soli
darity tour to Cuba, member Canadian Auto 
Workers; representative Canada-Cuba Cultural 
Interchange. Sat., Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. 6566, 
boul. Saint-Laurent. Donation: $3. Sponsor: 
Forum Lutte Ouvriere. Tel: (514) 273-2503. 
Maintain Sanctions! Keep the Pressure On! 
The Struggle in South Africa Today. Speaker: 
Peter Mahlangu, chief representative, African 
National Congress in Canada. Sat, Nov. 17, 
7:30 p.m. 6566, boul. Saint-Laurent. Donation: 
$3. Sponsor: Forum Lutte Ouvriere. Tel: (514) 
273-2503. 
Toronto 
Defend Democratic Rights in the 1990s. 
Speakers: Ruth Morris, prisoners' rights activ
ist; Mary Ellen Marus, member Communist 
League and International Association of Ma-

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 
Where to find Pathfinder books and distribu
tors of the Militant, Perspectiva Mundial, New 
International, Nouvelle Internationale, and 
Lutte ouvriere. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: Ill 21st St. 

South. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079, 328-
3314. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: 1809 W . Indian 
School Rd. Zip: 85015. Tel: (602) 279-5850. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. Pico 
Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (2 I 3) 380-9460. Oak
land: 3702 Telegraph Ave. Zip 94609. Tel: 
(415) 420-1165. San Francisco: 3284 23rd St. 
Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. 

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing ad
dress: P.O. Box 16751, Saybrook Station, West 
Haven. Zip: 065 I 6. 

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 NE 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: P.O. 
Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904) 877-9338. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 132 Cone St. NW, 2nd 
Floor. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 545 W. Roosevelt Rd. 
Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 829-6815,829-7018. 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2105 Forest Ave. Zip: 
50311. Tel: (515) 246-8249. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: P.O. Box 4103. 
Zip: 40204-4103. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: 2913 Green
mount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 605 Massa
chusetts Ave. Zip: 021 I 8. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 5019\12 Woodward 
Ave. Zip: 48202. Tel: (3 13) 831 -1177. 

MINNESOTA: Austin: 407 lfz N. Main. Zip: 
55912. Tel: (507) 433-3461. Twin Cities: 508 
N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: (612) 
644-6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: 5534 Troost Ave. 
Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 444-7880. St. Louis: 
4907 Martin Luther King Dr. Zip: 631 13. Tel : 
(314) 361-0250. 

NEBRASKA: Omaha: 140 S. 40th St. Zip: 
68131. Tel: (402) 553-0245. 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 141 Halsey. Zip: 
07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK: Brooklyn: 464 Bergen St. 
Zip: 11 217. Tel: (718) 398-6983. New York: 191 
7th Ave. Zip: 10011. Tel: (212) 727-8421. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: 2219 
E Market. Zip 27401. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

OHIO: Cleveland: 2521 Market Ave. Zip: 
44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150. Columbus: P.O. 
Box 02097. Zip: 43202. 
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PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 9 E. 
Chelten Ave. Zip: 19144. Tel: (215) 848-5044. 
Pittsburgh: 4905 Penn Ave. Zip 15224. Tel: 
(412) 362-6767. 

TEXAS: Houston: 4806 Almeda. Zip: 
77004. Tel: (713) 522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: 253 E. Main St. Mailing ad
dress: P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: (801) 
637-6294. Salt Lake City: 147 E 900 South. 
Zip: 841 II. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 523 8th. St. SE. Zip: 
20003. Tel: (202) 547-7557. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madison. 
Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: 116 Mc
Farland St. Zip: 25301. Tel: (304) 345-3040. 
Morgantown: 221 Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: 
(304) 296-0055. 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills, Sydney 

NSW 2010. Tel: 02-281-3297. 

BRITAIN 
Cardiff: 9 Moira Terrace, Adamsdown. 

Postal code: CF2 IEJ. Tel: 0222-484677. 
London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SEI 8LL. 

Tel: 71-401 2293. 
Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal 

Washington's 
Accelerating 

War Drive 
• The massive military 
buildup ~ainst Iraq 
• Eyewitness report on the 
fi~t for reunification of Korea 
• Capitalism's slide toward 
worldwide depression 
• What are the staRes for 
worll~ people? 

Hear Jacll Barnes 
National Secreta!"}', 

Socialist Worl~ers Party 
New York: Sat., Nov. 10, 7:30p.m. P.S. 
II, 320 20 St. (between 8th and 9th 
Aves.). Donation: $5. Sponsor: 
Socialist Worllers Party-Buildinq 
Fund. Tel: (212) 675-6740. 
\Vash~on. D.C.: Sat., Nov. 17, Days 
Inn 1201 KSt NW. Tel: (202) 547-7557. 

chinists Local 2323; Brigitte Grouix, supporter 
Mark Curtis Defense Committee. 410 Adelaide 
St. W, Suite 400. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Mili
tantLaborForum. Tel: (416)861-1399. 
Malcolm X Speaks. Video and discussion. Sat., 
Nov. 17, 7:30p.m. 410 Adelaide St. W, Suite 
400. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. Tel: (416) 861-1399. 
Vancouver 
Communist League Election Campaign Rally 
Against the War Drive in the Mideast. Speak
ers: Nancy Walker, Communist League candi
date for mayor; and others. Thurs., Nov. 15, food 
and refreshments 6 p.m.; program 7 p.m. 1053 
Kingsway, Suite 102. Tel: (604) 872-8343. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
U.S. Out of the Middle East! Speaker: Repre
sentative, Communist League. Sat., Nov. 17, 7 
p.m. 593a Colombo St. (upstairs). Sponsor: So
cialist Forum. Tel: (3) 656-055. 

fo/1( PIITIIfl#IJER The 
Frame-up of 
Mark Curtis 

by Margaret Jayko 
This pamphlet tells the story of 
Marll Curtis, a unionist and fiqhter 
for immiqrant 
riqhts, who is 
servinq a 
25-year 
sentence in 
an Iowa 
prison on 
trumped-
up rape 
char~s.71 
pp.,$5.00. 

OrderfromPathfinder,410WestSt., 
New Yorll. N.Y. 10014. (Please include 
S. 75 for postaqe and handlinq.) 

code: M4 4AA. Tel: 061-839 1766. 
Sheffield: 2A Waverley House, 10 Joiner St., 

Sheffield S3 8GW. Tel: 0742-729469. 

CANADA 
Montreal: 6566, boul. St-Laurent. Postal 

code: H2S 3C6. Tel: (5 14) 273-2503. 
Toronto: 410 Adelaide St. W., Suite 400. 

Postal code: M5V ISS. Tel: (416) 861-1399. 
Vancouver: I 053 Kingsway, Suite I 02. 

Postal code: V5V 3C7. Tel: (604) 872-8343. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing address: 

P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: (9 1) 17513. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: 157a Symonds St. Postal Ad

dress: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: (9) 793-075. 
Christchurch: 593a Colombo St. (upstairs). 

Postal address: P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 656-
055. 

Wellington: 23 Majoribanks St., Courtenay 
Pl. Postal address: P.O. Box 9092. Tel: (4) 844-
205. 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan I 0. Postal code: 

S-113 42. Tel: (08) 31 69 33. 



-THE GREAT SOCIETY---------------
Sound as a dollar - To assure 

depositors safe coverage, the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. figures that 
for every $100 on deposit it should 

sures to cope with fuel prices. Amer
ican Airlines pilots are told to cruise 
at top altitude where the air is thinner 
and fuel consumption lower. For 
passengers, that means some "light 
chop." Pilots are urged to stay at the 
top unless it gets "too choppy." 

But, they're reminded, not too slow. 
That could trigger overtime pay. 

been proven in court. 

Glasnost, the red menace
"Three dramatic new reds for lips 
and nails were inspired by glasnost 
and the opening of the first Estee 
Lauder store in Moscow: Perfect 
Russian Red, Perfect Red Caviar, 
and Perfect Tassle Red."- Chate
laine magazine. 

Shopping tip -'- A dry spell in 
Italy has pushed the price of large 
white truffles up to nearly $1,000 a 
pound. But at Balducci's New York 
specialty shop you can get them for 
$900 a pound. If that's too pricey, 
they have small truffles for $600 a 
pound. 

Not to hurry- Last year, the 
Environment Protection Agency got 
80,000 complaints of contaminated 
drinking water. Of these, it "acted" 
on 800. 

Harry 
Ring 

have $1.25 minimum in its insurance 
fund. With rising bank failures, the 
fund is down to the 60-cent level. By 
1993, it's expected to shrink to 22 
cents per $100 on deposit. 

Fasten your seat belt- Air
lines are introducing economy mea-

A good tail wind and we'll make 
it - American is also cutting on the 
extra fuel carried as a safety mea
sure. Current practice is to add some 
cushion to the apparently minimal 
fuel margin required by the govern
ment. Now it's getting down to the 
federal bone. 

A matter of balance - Right 
crews that find themselves ahead of 
schedule are now being advised to 
slow down rather than arrive early 
and bum fuel circling the airport. 

Our free air waves -The three 
major New York TV stations re
jected a commercial prepared by 
Jesuits and others calling for a halt 
to U.S. funding of the bloodletting 
by the Salvadoran regime, including 
the murder of the six Jesuit priests. 
WCBS offered no reason for the 
ban. WABC said it violated its taboo 
on "controversial" ads. And WNBC 
piously explained that the participa
tion of the military in the murder 
of the six priests had not yet 

Redrawing the class line - A 
decade ago, French champagne 
companies responded to sagging 
sales with ads featuring bubbly and 
leggy blondes. Apparently it worked 
so well that now there's a shortage. 
In a creative response, the compa
nies are jacking up prices. Declared 
the chairman of Bollinger Cham
pagne, "Democratization can some
times go too far." 

Color me green - Some sham
poos are "pH balanced," meaning 
they assertedly contain a balance of 
acid and alkaline ingredients. But 
perms and bleaches increase the . 
hair's alkaline content while acid 
rain and other pollutants boost the 
acid. So, a specifically balanced pH 
is needed, says an environmental
minded chemist who patented a lit
mus test to assure that you get an 
accurate measure. 

U.S. gov't gains support for a Mideast invasion 
Continued from front page 
Saudi defense minister hinting at a compro
mise with Iraq, King Fahd released an official 
statement October 25 demanding Iraqi with
drawal from Kuwait. 

Fahd also called for the "withdrawal of all 
Iraqi troop concentrations on the Saudi bor
ders, accompanied with guarantees that the 
aggression of the Iraqi ruler will not be 
repeated against any other Gulf nation." 

As Baker headed for the Middle East, the 
U.S. Defense Department announced it 
would begin calling up combat units from 
the reserves. The reserve units will be part 
of the deployment of 100,000 additional 
troops announced at the end of October. 

More than 34,000 reservists from support 
units are already part of the 240,000 U.S. 
army, navy, marine, and air force personnel 
now stationed on and in the waters around 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

A previous I 80-day limit on the length of 
time reservists can be deployed was raised 
to 360 days. The extension was slipped in as 
part of the 1991 military spending bill re
cently approved by Congress. 

A prominent part of the accelerated war 
drive by Washington and its allies has been 
the war talk by U.S. President George Bush, 
French President Fran~ois Mitterrand, and 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 
The stepped-up propaganda campaign is 
aimed at winning public support for a war. 

While in Saudi Arabia Baker briefly spoke 
to 4,200 soldiers of the First Cavalry Divi
sion. He told the troops that the war prepa
rations are "about the defense of the values 
that made the United States of America the 
finest and greatest country in the world." 

Washington seized on the August 2 inva
sion of Kuwait by Iraqi forces to mount the 

military intervention and preparations for 
war. Some 11 countries have sent troops to 
the Arabian Peninsula as part of the operation 
and a dozen more have supplied warships or 
other materiel. 

"Right now over 300 innocent Americans, 
civilians, are held against their will in Iraq," 
Bush told a Republican Party campaign rally 
in Massachusetts October 31. "Many of them 
are reportedly staked out as human shields 
near military targets, something that even 
Adolph Hitler didn't do." 

Bush said he was prepared to send a supply 
ship or airdrop supplies to the U.S. embassy 
in Kuwait - an act designed to provoke an 
incident that would be used as a justification 
for a U.S. military assault. Although Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein has ordered all 
embassies in Kuwait closed, a small staff 
remains at the U.S. embassy. "The American 
flag flies over the Kuwaiti embassy and our 
people inside are being starved by a brutal 
dictator," Bush said. 

In Egypt, France's Mitterrand said the 
"embargo [against Iraq] demands patience," 
adding that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
"is driving the world into a destructive war, 
but his destruction will be even worse." 

Mitterrand has sent 13,000 troops, 75 war
planes, and an aircraft carrier to the Middle 
East. 

Meeting in Rome on October 28, the heads 
of state of the 12-member European Com
munity affirmed "their determination not to 
send representatives of their governments in 
any capacity to negotiate with Iraq the release 
of foreign hostages and to discourage others 
from doing so." 

After the meeting, Thatcher said the "unity 
of the I 2 nations on this matter is a very 
powerful signal to Iraq." 

Members of Congress press 
for chance to declare war 

Prior to adjourning in late October, U.S. 
congressional leaders pressed the Bush ad
ministration to allow them to issue a formal 
declaration of war with the onset of a military 
assault against Iraqi forces in the Mideast. 

If an invasion of Kuwait and Iraq is de
cided on by Bush "the Congress ought to 
come back into session and ought to entertain 
a declaration of war," said Sen. Richard 
Lugar, a Republican from Indiana, during a 
hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee October 17. 

In late September and early October the 
Senate and House of Representatives passed 
similar resolutions supporting the massive 
military deployment and steps toward war in 
the Mideast. During the October 17 hearings 
various senators told U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker that despite their bipartisan 
backing of the war moves they did not want 
to be bypassed if hostilities broke out. 

"It is my very strongly held view that the 
commitment of American forces by the pres
ident in a major assault to drive Saddam 
Hussein out of Kuwait would require an 
authorization from the Congress," Sen. Paul 
Sarbanes told Baker. 

Once adjourned, only the president can 
call Congress back in session. Congressional 
leaders discussed inserting a section in their 

adjournment resolution allowing them to re
convene without being called by Bush. 

Baker responded to the senators by reiter
ating Bush's desire to continue consulting 
Congress. 

"I cannot give you a blank check commit
ment that we will, in every case, do nothing 
until we have consulted with all 535 mem
bers of Congress," Baker told the hearing. 

Given the complete support in Congress 
for each step in the war preparations since 
early August, some big-business newspapers 
got right to the point. 

A November I New York Times editorial 
entitled "How to Rattle Iraq" emphasized 
that Bush has a better opportunity to win U.S. 
public opinion if Congress gets in on the act. 

"Presidents pay when they don't come 
clean with Congress," the Times said. The 
paper's editors encouraged Bush to "seek a 
joint resolution endorsing [his] strategy" at 
a reconvened session of Congress. 

In a similar vein, Gary Stem, legislative 
counsel to the American Civil Liberties 
Union, wrote an op-ed piece for the Times 
entitled, "Put War to a Vote," encouraging 
Bush "to recognize the wisdom of the Con
stitution," and obtain "the consent of Con
gress before committing the nation to a war 
in the Middle East." 

British forces in Saudi Arabia include 
15,000 troops, one armored brigade, and 58 
warplanes. Britain has also dispatched 120 
top-of-the-line Challenger tanks equipped 
with 120mm guns to the Gulf. 

With Iraqi forces digging in and building 
trenches and other fortifications, U.S. mili
tary officials and members of Congress have 
admitted the conflict would be a widespread, 
bloody, and, possibly, prolonged war. 

Noting the extent of the buildup could in 
no way be compared with the U.S. invasions 
of Grenada and Panama, Sen. Sam Nunn, 
head of the Senate Armed Services Commit
tee, said on the Today program that, "This is 
not going to be that way. We'll prevail if 
there's a war, but it will be bloody, it will be 
costly." 

Some 440,000 U.S. and allied troops have 
been amassed in the region. The forces in
clude heavy armored divisions, frontline 
combat aircraft, and aircraft carrier groups. 

Up to 500 heavy MIA1 tanks, now used 
in Germany, are also being sent by Washing
ton to the area. The tanks are fitted with 
120mm guns. 

In addition to a Syrian armored division, 
Egypt has committed its 15,000-man Third 
Mechanized Division and the 4th Armored 
Division is expected to arrive next month. 
Syrian, Egyptian, and other Arab forces are 
deployed on the front lines in an effort by 
Washington to portray itself as coming to the 
aid of allies in a conflict between Arab coun
tries. 

Turkey has opened its air bases to more 

U.S. warplanes and has gathered some 
80,000 troops, backed by tanks, on its border 
with Iraq. Seeking a reward for siding with 
the U.S. in the conflict, the Turkish govern
ment has asked that its armed forces be 
modernized with U.S. help. 

Baghdad has about 430,000 troops, 3,500 
tanks, 2,200 armored personnel carriers, and 
2,200 artillery pieces in Kuwait and the 
southernmost part of Iraq. Estimates of total 
Iraqi troop strength run as high as 1 million. 

"If we have to fight I am going to use 
everything that is available to me to inflict 
the maximum number of casualties on the 
enemy as possible," said Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the region during a November 1 interview. 

Promising to use "vastly superior fire 
power and technology" to "bring as much 
destruction on the Iraqi forces as rapidly as 
I possibly can," Schwarzkopf said he did not 
know how long the conflict could last. 

Expressing confidence in the rapid deploy
ment of the forces and learning how to cope 
with desert conditions, the general said, "the 
status of our equipment is equal to or better 
than that of any units that I have ever com
manded in the field in the United States of 
America." 

Pentagon officials have pointed out the 
mobilization of forces in the region is the 
speediest military deployment in history. 

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. had 
23,000 soldiers in Vietnam in 1964, and by 
1966, the figure had risen to 385,000. 

-10AND25 YEARSAGO--
TH£ MILITANT 
Nov. 14, 1980 

These elections are not where the course 
of events affecting our lives is decided. 

Will there be a draft? A war? Will wages 
keep up with prices? Will racist killers be 
brought to justice? Will women move for
ward toward equality? Will we have jobs? 
Will nuclear plants be shut down? 

The capitalist rulers make and carry out 
their decisions on such questions with little 
if any regard for which Democrat or Repub
lican is elected. 

And working people have never been able 
to impose our will on these matters through 
voting. Street demonstrations like those of 
the civil-rights and antiwar movements, 
powerful strikes like those that built the 
unions in the 1930s - these are the methods 
that have brought us social progress. Re
gardless of which Democrat or Republican 
is in office. 

Ronald Reagan's victory conveyed a sim
ple message. It was a repudiation of the 
record of Carter and the Democratic Con
gress, especially the wringer of inflation and 
unemployment that working people have 
been put through. 

As people groped for a way to express 
their desire for change, the most important 
feature of the election was what wasn't there 
- a mass working-class alternative, a labor 
party. 

The two-party lesser-evil fraud is the only 
framework known to the great majority of 
people. And in that framework there is no 

way to cast a vote for peace, for equal rights, 
for higher living standards, or for a safe and 
clean environment. 

THE 
MiliTANT 
Publiihed in the Interests of the Working Pe ople 

Nov. 15, 1965 ",;,. ,,.. 

What is the new antiwar movement and 
where is it going? It can be described as the 
movement which has directly challenged the 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam, which has 
involved masses of people in a more or less 
steadily widening protest and which has 
been characterized by a new unity in action 
by virtually all organized groups opposed to 
the war. It can be said to have begun last 
January when the Students for a Democratic 
Society issued their call for the April 17 
March on Washington. 

The call told the truth about the war. It 
described it as a civil war in which the U.S. 
had intervened "in behalf of a succession of 
unpopular South Vietnamese dictatorships, 
not in behalf of freedom." 

Shortly after the release of this call, the 
sustained U.S. bombings of North Vietnam 
were begun on February 7. A series of dem
onstrations over this new escalation oc
curred. These were organized here and there 
by SDS, Women Strike for Peace, and oth
ers, but generally by ad hoc committees 
formed for the occasion. These ad hoc com
mittees then became committees to help 
build the March on Washington. 

November 16, 1990 The Militant 13 



-EDITORIALS 

Let the people vote on war 
The superrich ruling families and their government in 

Washington are on an accelerated drive to march working 
people, once again, into an imperialist slaughter. U.S. work
ers in uniform will be ordered to kill, or be killed by, other 
working people in the Mideast. 

Washington, London, Paris, and their allies have amassed 
nearly a half-million troops, heavy armor, warplanes, and 
ships in the region. They face an Iraqi force of 430,000 
troops and thousands of tanks and artillery pieces. Wash
ington continues to announce that it is sending still more 
troops and weapons. As each day passes, war becomes more 
likely. 

All opponents of the war drive should demand that the 
U.S. government let the people vote on the war. The decision 
to go to war should not be left in the hands of those that 
claim to represent us in Congress or the White House. 

Washington's war drive has complete bipartisan support. 
From liberal to conservative, every Democratic and Repub
lican party politician has lined up obediently behind the 
handful of billionaire families who are callously deciding 
the fate of hundreds of millions. Not a single voice has been 
raised in Congress against the war drive. 

While additional military forces were arriving each day 
in the Mideast and the Bush administration was stepping 
up its efforts to prepare public opinion for a massive war, 
not one big-business candidate raised the war drive as an 
issue during the just-concluded election campaign. 

Their silence on the war preparations contrasts with the 
fact that thousands of working people, young people, and 
others are already speaking out. Protests have been held in 
some two dozen cities across the United States. In Israel, 
France, Sweden, Britain, Argentina, Spain, Japan, Syria, 
Iran, and Canada opponents of the war have also held 
demonstrations. 

Unable to push back the "Vietnam Syndrome," the U.S. 
rulers are finding deep opposition to another prolonged war. 
A broad layer of veterans who remember the horrors of war 
are already speaking out against the current war drive and 
joining the young men and women in uniform today who 
are refusing to fight for Big Oil. Yet none of the candidates 
or members of Congress broke ranks to question 
Washington's course. 

This is why the insistence by many in Congress that they 

be allowed to be consulted if President Bush invades Iraq 
or Kuwait will not slow down for one minute the impending 
war. The insistence by Congress that it be allowed to issue 
a formal declaration of war has only one purpose: to 
perpetuate the illusion that a democratic discussion is taking 
place on the war moves. They believe they can more firmly 
win public opinion and help deflect opposition if Bush 
allows them to put their stamp of approval on the coming 
slaughter. 

A general referendum, on the other hand, could slow 
down and register opposition to Washington 's war plans. It 
would be an important tool for mobilizing opposition to the 
war and educating workers, farmers, and young people on 
the real motives of imperialism in the region. 

The rulers are against letting the people vote on this or 
any war. Despite their rhetoric, they know that the war 
would not be in the interest of working people. Yet it will 
be working people almost exclusively, from every corner 
of the globe, who will fight and die. This is yet another 
confirmation that the twin parties of the billionaire families 
in the United States are not parties that can represent the 
working class. 

As world capitalism slides into a deeper economic crisis, 
the capitalist rulers will push harder to impose their solutions 
on working people and farmers -more wars and assaults 
on the standard of living of the world's toilers. They will 
seek to more thoroughly exploit and oppress peoples of the 
Third World, and they will more and more viciously attempt 
to crush any resistance to the growing economic and social 
catastrophe there. 

To begin to organize and effectively fight against what 
the rulers have in store for working people, a political party 
based on the unions is needed. By charting such a course 
of independent political action, we can advance our interests 
and struggles, ending reliance on the employers' parties. 
We need a labor party. Such a party would be a tool to 
mobilize broad layers of working people and chart a course 
away from the war and economic devastation capitalism is 
heading toward. Such a party can be forged out of the 
coming struggles of working people. Today, opponents of 
Washington's approaching war can lead a campaign to 
demand that government let the people vote on war. 

End the embargo against Cuba 
A bill passed by the U.S. Congress October 18 banning 

trade with Cuba by U.S. subsidiary companies based in 
other countries is a further tightening of Washington's 
economic embargo begun 30 years ago. 

In particular, the bill aims to compound Cuba's economic 
problems. Due to cuts in trade with the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, Cuba has been forced to broaden its ration
ing of food and restrict the sale of household items, clothing, 
and fuel. In addition, the Cuban government has found it 
necessary to take energy-saving steps because of declining 
oil imports from the Soviet Union. 

The new law is also designed to draw other countries 
into the embargo, and make them responsible for policing 
the ban within their own borders. The Canadian government 
so far has refused, pointing out that the new measure 
encroaches on Canada's right to sovereignty. 

This latest move can be added to a list of provocations 
and acts of aggression against Cuba by Washington over 
the last period. 

• January. A U.S. warship fires on the Cuban merchant 
vessel Hermann ; the battleship USS Wisconsin arrives at 
the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba; Washing
ton flies a group of Cuban counterrevolutionaries and Sen. 
Connie Mack of Florida to the Guantanamo base for a 
meeting. (Mack was one of the members of Congress who 
spearheaded the bill banning trade with Cuba). 

• March. The start-up of illegal broadcasts to Cuba by 
the U.S.-sponsored TV Marti. 

• May. The U.S. Navy carries out a series of maneuvers 
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in the Caribbean, including "Ocean Venture," a practice 
assault on Cuba. 

Since the 1959 revolution that overthrew the U .S.-backed 
dictator Fulgencio Batista, the U.S. government has con
tinued to illegally occupy Guantanamo Bay against the will 
of the Cuban people, with a U.S. naval base located there, 
in southeastern Cuba. This directly violates Cuba's right to 
sovereignty. 

The U.S. government also maintains a ban on travel by 
U.S. citizens to Cuba and prohibits certain Cubans from 
visiting the United States by denying them visas. 

One source of the ongoing effort to isolate Cuba is 
Washington's hatred of the internationalist role revolution
ary Cuba plays ir: the world. During the last several months, 
for example, Cuba has been the sole voice in the United 
Nations speaking out clearly and consistently against 
Washington's preparations for war in the Mideast and 
pointing to the devastating implications of the war drive. 

In addition, Cuba draws the U.S. rulers' fire because it 
refuses to back off from the perspective of building social
ism and, as such, sets an example for workers and farmers 
around the world. 

Working people the world over have no interests in 
Washington's embargo against Cuba. Trade unionists, po
litical activists, and those opposed to U.S. imperialism's 
war drive should demand an end to U.S. military, economic, 
and propaganda aggression against Cuba. 

End the U.S. economic embargo! 
U.S. hands off Cuba! 

Antiwar 
CaiDpaign on eve 
of World War II 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

Imperialism's military buildup in the Middle East steadily 
increases each day as more and more troops, fighter planes, 
and warships arrive in the area around the Arab-Persian 
Gulf. At the same time, government officials and newspaper 
publishers in country after country keep trying to prepare 
people for an invasion of Iraq. 

The sheer scope of this international operation and the 
horrible consequences of a war against Iraq have made this 
the central question for working people throughout the 
world. It underlines the urgency for unionists, working 
farmers, students, working-class political activists, and all 
progressive-minded people to put opposition to the war 

LEARNING ABOUT 
SOCIALISM 
drive first on their agendas and to join together in a campaign 
against it. 

The aim of this campaign is to win as many people as 
possible to demand that Washington bring its troops home 
immediately and to bring· enough political pressure to bear 
to help prevent an invasion of Iraq. If the military assault 
on Iraq occurs, as it seems likely today, everything done 
now to campaign against the war drive will help prepare 
for organizing a massive antiwar movement as the war 
deepens and opposition to it mounts. A rising movement 
against deepening war preparations and the launching of a 
shooting war can begin to involve workers and trade union 
bodies. 

The key tasks of the antiwar campaign are to get out the 
facts about the extent and seriousness of the imperialist 
military force being assembled, and to tell the unvarnished 
truth- the war being prepared will only benefit the ruling 
rich and is not in the interests of working people. United 
protests, like the recent October 20 actions, are part of this 
educational process because they help give visible expres
sion to the opposition that already exists. 

Activists getting involved in this campaign will find it 
helpful to learn how communist activists in the labor move
ment launched a campaign to protest Washington's prepa
rations for war against its imperialist rivals in World War 
II. A good description can be found in the first two chapters 
of Teamster Bureaucracy, the fourth in a four-volume series 
by Farrell Dobbs on the struggles of Teamsters in the 
Midwest in the 1930s and into the '40s. (Teamster Bureau
cracy is available from Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., New 
York, N.Y. 10014 for $17.95) 

Dobbs, a leader of the Minneapolis Teamsters and for 
many years of the Socialist Workers Party, points out that 
in early 1937, just after President Franklin Roosevelt was 
reelected to a second term, the government began stepping 
up military expenditures and its propaganda to protect 
"American interests." 

Communist workers responded by launching a campaign 
to alert workers to the dangers arising from the White 
House's new course. "Only in that way," Dobbs wrote, 
"could the necessary forces be drawn together to launch a 
broad protest movement." 

This became the principal axis of communist activity in 
the labor movement, and some unions including a section 
of the Teamsters were initially won to this perspective. 
Dobbs related how the Northwest Organizer, the weekly 
paper of the Teamster Joint Council in Minneapolis, opened 
an educational campaign on the war preparations in April 
1937. Soon after, the Japanese military invaded China and 
two U.S. soldiers stationed in the war zone were wounded. 
Washington seized on this to try to whip up anti-Japanese 
sentiment in the United States. 

Then in October 1937, Roosevelt made a major foreign 
policy address where he called for a "quarantine" against 
"aggressor nations," which was clearly aimed at Japan. 

The Teamsters paper predicted, "The official mobiliza
tion of public opinion, the keystone of war preparations in 
the modern world, is now formally launched .... 
'Quarantine' is nothing but a new and peculiarly ingenious 
method of turning sentiment for peace into support of war." 

In December 1937, Japanese planes bombed the USS 
Panay, a gunboat, and three Standard Oil tankers. 
Roosevelt's attempt to use this incident to whip up anti-Jap
anese frenzy had tough sledding however. A constitutional 
amendment, proposed by Rep. Louis Ludlow a few years 
earlier, that would have permitted eligible citizens to vote 
on whether Congress could declare war gained new popu
larity. When it came to a vote in the House in January 1938, 
it was defeated 209 to 188, a margin of only 21 votes. 

Dobbs stated that communist workers, then organized by 
the Socialist Workers Party, at first didn't support the 
Ludlow amendment. However, they soon changed their 
position and the next phase of their fight against the war 
drive was conducted around the slogan, "Let the people 
vote on war." 

Teamster Bureaucracy goes on to describe the repressive 
measures used by the government to try to squash the 
antiwar forces in the labor movement and prevent the rise 
of an organized labor opposition to the imperialist slaughter. 



Socialist's TV interview stirs inmates' discussion 
BY MARK CURTIS 

FORT MADISON, Iowa- When Nan Bailey, the So
cialist Workers Party candidate for governor of Iowa, ap
peared on television recently, it didn't take long for word 
to spread among the 130 prisoners here at the John Bennett 
Correctional Facility. Bailey was interviewed by Iowa Pub
lic Television and the half-hour program generated a lot of 
excitement, interest, and support for her campaign. 

doesn 't call them dictators until they do something they 
don't like," he said. "All this royalty they're backing up 
over there, they're not any better!" 

He also liked what Bailey said in defense of the farmers' 
fight to make a decent living. "By the year 2000 there won't 
be any Black farmers left in this country," he said, referring 
to a TV program about the plight of Black farmers he had 
seen recently. 

Most of those who saw the program here expressed how 
impressed they were by the way the socialist candidate 
explained her ideas in a straightforward manner. One be
lieved that the interviewer was hostile and tried to trip her 
up in the interview. "But she wouldn't let them take her off 
her square," he said. 

Another man was struck by the way Bailey held to her 
principles. After hearing her explain why she supported a 
woman's right to abortion, the interviewer asked if she 
would compromise on her position to pacify the opposition. 
"No, I won't compromise on that," Bailey said. After 
hearing this, a friend of mine a few beds away looked over 
at me and nodded affirmatively. 

I didn't know in advance the interview would be shown. Bailey's views on crime and prisons were listened to 
closely. "I liked what Nan said about crime," said a young 
transportation worker. "They prosecute crimes of drug deal
ing and stealing, but not the big-money crimes, the 'white 
collar' crimes that rich people commit." He also supported 
Bailey's view that many prisoners are part of the work
ing class and that prisoners have rights that should be 
supported. 

But on the night it aired, a number of men came over to my 

BEHIND 
PRISON 
WALLS 
bed area to let me know that it was on TV. Many guys 
recognized Bailey from her visits with me. 

Terry Branstad, the current governor, recently called for 
bringing back the death penalty, abolished in Iowa in the 
early 1960s. Don Avenson, the Democratic challenger, 
responded by supporting executions and called for requiring 
those convicted to serve out their entire sentences. These 
proposals have disgusted many workers here, including a 
former health-care worker in his 50s who was once on death 
row. He noted Bailey's opposition to the death penalty and 
said he " . .. waited for three days [on death row] while the 
judge decided whether to hang me or not." 

There have been a lot of questions about what socialism 
is, and one guy said that the Socialist Workers Party stands 
for the kind of things he's favored all his life. One result of 
these is that I've had the opportunity to introduce more 
people to the Militant as the weekly newspaper of the 
Socialist Workers campaign. 

Two of us turned in a request to invite Bailey to speak 
here at the prison. A week ago, the administration rejected 
the request and said, "You are not the proper party to make 
the request. If the candidate for governor wishes to contact 
Warden Nix, that would be the proper forum. There will 
not be a meeting with the inmates. The candidate might 
have a brieftourofiSP [Iowa State Prison] as have others." 
With the positive response to Bailey's TV appearance, a 
group of us are now discussing what next step to take to 
win permission for a meeting. 

Along with others, I ran through the dorms urging people 
to turn to the public TV channel. Someone else went 
downstairs to the recreation hall and changed stations from 
the sports channel to Bailey's interview for a crowd of some 
30 men. 

That night and the next day, I had many discussions about 
Bailey's campaign. Most liked what she had to say. An older 
man who strongly opposes the sending of hundreds of 
thousands of U.S. troops to Saudi Arabia was one example. 
He doesn't believe President George Bush's explanation for 
the huge U.S. military buildup. 

"It's all too convenient for the government," he told me. 
"It's being done to take attention away from the savings 
and loan scandal and the economic problems we're having 
here." He doesn't favor Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, but he 
thinks that what the U.S. government is doing is just as bad 
and also hypocritical. 

One inmate disagreed with Bailey's proabortion views, 
but was glad she raised how the capitalist crisis was respon
sible for widespread hunger in the world. "I was really glad 
to hear her talk about something that I've thought about for 
a long time," he said, "but it isn 't even an issue for discussion. 
Millions of people in the world are starving to death. It's 
simply incomprehensible that something on the magnitude 
of the Holocaust in World War II is occurring in front of our 
eyes and it's not even an issue. Instead, the government 
continues to store surplus grain, letting it rot. Farmers are 
paid not to grow food, while human beings are dying the 
most painful death there is, after weeks and weeks of suffer
ing." 

I was especially struck by the fact that several men were 
genuinely proud of Bailey and truly supported her cam
paign. Some planned to contact relatives back home and 
urge them to vote for Bailey. "If I was back on the streets," 
one said, "I'd go out and campaign for her." 

"The United States goes along with these dictators, but 

LETTERS 
Aimed at workers 

Your newspaper was given as a 
reference for further reading in To
ward Socialism in America by Har
old Freeman, a book published by 
Schenkrnan Publishing Co. in Cam
bridge, Massachusetts. 

The author refers to your publi
cation as being aimed at workers, 
not philosophers; essentially a call 
for action. 

The author also recommended a 
subscription as the best way to get a 
feeling for what is going on in Amer
ican socialist and communist circles 
at the street and workplace level. 
M.S. 
Montreal, Quebec 

U.S. wars 
With reference to the Persian 

Gulf: If Uncle Sam can't nuke in
nocentcivilians Hiroshima- and Na
gasaki-style, the American war ma
chine breaks down, not knowing 
what to do. 

The United States did not win 
World War II. It was the sacrifice 
and ability of the Red Army that 
won that conflict. 

Uncle Sam could not win the 
Korean battle. The proud existence 
of the Democratic People's Repub
lic of Korea is proof of that. 

Nor could the American flag do 
anything in Vietnam except murder 

Celebration 
of Life and 

Contributions of 
Claudia Roberson 

On October 31 Claudia 
Roberson, a member of the So
cialist Workers Party for more 
than 20 years, died of leuke
mia. Messages to a meeting 
celebrating her life can be sent 
to the address below. 

Sunday, November 18 
6:00p.m. 

Pathfinder Bookstore 
523 8th St., SE 

Wclshington, D.C. 20003 

For more information call: 
(202) 547-7557. 

innocent civilians, poison the land 
with Agent Orange, and retreat in 
defeat when confronted with the 
ability of the People's Republic of 
Vietnam. 

The American puppets in the 
Middle East have reason for sweaty 
palms. If America had to fight and 
fight fair, it could not do it. 
A reader 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Censorship 
Five hundred people, some trav

eling from as far away a~ Florida, 
came to Youngstown State Univer
sity in Ohio on October 25. Mainly 
high school and college students, 
they turned out to hear Jello Biafra, 
the leader of the punk rock group 
The Dead Kennedys, speak out 
against censorship in the arts. Bia
fra, who has been speaking across 
the country, kept the audience 
laughing and applauding for more 
than three hours as he lampooned 
the government, military, cops, and 
"other hate groups." 

Besides putting the censors in 
their place, Biafra roundly con
demned Washington's war drive in 
the Mideast as a scam for Big Oil. 
He urged everyone to "just say no 
to the army, navy, air force, and 
marines" and called for an end to 
sending arms to both Israel and the 
Arab regimes. 

This one-man show speak-out on 
censorship often took on the char
acter of an antiwar rally as the 
mostly draft-age audience cheered 
the exposure of President George 
Bush and the Democrats as hypo
critical and corrupt politicians doing 
the bidding of the oil companies. 

Don't miss Jello Biafra! 
Michaelltalie 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Majority opposes war 
I wrote the following to the 

United Nations secretary-general, 
Javier Perez de Cuellar: 

"I sincerely hope you might yet 
at this II th hour be able to halt this 
insane slide toward war. 

"If war comes to the Gulf, it will 
certainly not be for democracy or 
because of the action of Saddam 
Hussein, a man of blood, but for oil 
and the defense of the American 
way of life, which is only possible 

Mark Curtis is an inmate at the John Bennett Correc
tional facility and was the chairperson of the 1990 Iowa 
Socialist Workers Campaign. 

''I alLY REGRET T~ YOU AAVE BUT ONE LIFE10 GIVE J::OR MY CI:JMPANYl 11 

through the maintenance of Third 
World poverty. 

"If the Anglo-Americans want 
war and refuse to call a conference 
of democratically elected represen
tatives from all the countries of the 
Middle East, then you must alert the 
General Assembly. I am sure the 
vast majority of us do not want war. 

"It is an obscenity for Mr. George 
Bush and Mrs. Margaret Thatcher 
to be attending a UN summit for 
children, while contemplating wag
ing war in the Middle East." 
Harry Ross 
Bondi Beach, New South Wales 
Australia 

Teachers' strike 
After 30 days on strike, the Tem

ple Association of University Pro
fessors voted 200-I99 to return to 
work on an order by Judge Samuel 
Lehrer. "We did not want to lower 
ourselves to the administration's 
level by going against the back-to
work order," said TAUP President 
Art Hochner. 

Lehrer is the first judge in the state 
to enjoin a university strike, saying 
it was "increasing the harm to stu
dents and the threat to the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public." 

The teachers' contract ended on 
July 1. The university refused to 
grant a 7 percent raise and de-

manded cuts in health benefits. 
The strike won support from stu

dents who sponsored rallies and cir
culated petitions in defense of the 
strike, and the Graduate Student 
Employees Association. The TAUP 
is now fighting the injunction 
against the strike in court. 

On September 30, the contract of 
300 service workers at Temple also 
expired. The university is demand
ing the Brotherhood of University 
Employees give back two holidays 
and make copayments on health in
surance. 
Richard Gaeta 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Pathfinder Mural 
Readers will be interested in 

knowing that scenes from the Path
finder Mural in New York are in
cluded in a major art exhibition in 
Wellington, New Zealand. It opened 
at the Wellington City Art Galley on 
October 21. 

The exhibition is organized by the 
gallery in conjunction with the 
Trade Union History Project and the 
Trade Union Education Authority. It 
includes a photo of the overall mural 
and three photos showing portraits 
painted on the mural by artists from 
New Zealand. 

New Zealand artists whose work 
on the mural is acknowledged are 

Sally Griffin, Fatu Feu, Para Mat
chitt, and John Walsh. 
Michael Jarvis 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Voice of reason 
I really enjoyed reading the text 

of the speech of the Cuban repre
sentative to the United Nations Se
curity Council. At last, a voice of 
reason! 

I've really missed having my own 
issue of the Militant. I want to start 
getting it again. Enclosed is my 
check for a one-year subscription. 
Hilde Edler 
Washington, D.C. 

The Militant special prisoner 
fund makes it possible to send 
reduced-rate subscriptions to 
prisoners who can't pay for them. 
1b help this important cause, send 
your contribution to Militant 
Prisoner Subscription Fund, 410 
\\est St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if you 
prefer that your initials be used 
rather than your full name. 
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S. Africa youth leaders tour U.S. 
Fight is 'between the oppressed people and apartheid regime' 
BY JOANNE MURPHY 

DETROIT- On November 2, the De
troit City Council welcomed Mpho Lekgoro 
and Brian Thami IDongwa, two leaders of 
the South African Youth Congress (Sayco), 
with a resolution reaffmning the council's 
stand against apartheid. 

Lekgoro and Hlongwa were here as part 
of a 12-city "Free South Africa Youth to 
Youth Tour 1990." The tour is sponsored by 
the African National Congress (AN C) Youth 
Section (USA). The two Sayco leaders are 
representing the largest anti-apartheid orga
nization in South Africa today, with 1.5 mil
lion members. 

The Detroit council also vowed to contact 
the South African government to demand the 
release of Sayco General Secretary Rapu 
Molekane from prison. On September 27, 
Molekane was shot and arrested by South 
Mrican police. The U.S. Sayco tour is being 
launched, in part, as a defense effort in re
sponse to this attack. 

Maryann Mahaffey, Detroit City Council 
president, also attended a reception hosted by 
the Museum of African American History 
along with many who helped welcome ANC 
Deputy President Nelson Mandela here in 
June. 

At Cass Technical High School, Lekgoro 
and IDongwa spoke to more than 200 stu
dents. One hundred attended a citywide 
meeting at Wayne State University, and 65 
enthusiastic young people welcomed Hlon
gwa to Eastern Michigan University in Yp
silanti at a meeting organized by the Student 

Militant/Salm Kolis 
South African Youth Congress leader Mpho Lekgoro speaking in Atlanta on October 
29. During tour, Detroit City Council reaffirmed stand against apartheid. 

Organization United for Peace. 
Hlongwa also addressed a conference on 

"Southern Africa and the Third World Cri
sis." Also speaking there were Manning Mar
able, author and visiting professor at Wayne 

State University, and Ruth Tomaselli of the 
University of Natal in South Mrica. Repre
sentatives of the Palestine Solidarity Com
mittee and the Justice for Cuba Coalition 
spoke about Cuba's role against apartheid 

Thousands rally in New York City in 
support of the 'Daily News' strikers 
BY ANNA SCHELL 
AND MAREA HIMELGRIN 

NEW YORK- Thirteen thousand chant
ing and cheering trade unionists and their 
supporters filled the street in front of the 
Daily News Building on 42nd Street here 
Thursday, November I, in a massive show 
of support for 2,200 workers at the Daily 
News who were locked out October 24. 

Present at the rally were members of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council, the umbrella 
organization for the ten unions at the Daily 
News, nine of which set up picket lines 
October 25 in response to the lockout. The 
Tribune Company, which owns the Daily 
News, spent eight months and tens of millions 
of dollars training scabs and preparing for 
the lockout. Scabs are now running presses, 
writing articles, and driving delivery trucks. 
Few copies of the paper are to be found for 
sale in the city. Union spokespeople say the 
company is distributing only 20 percent of 
the tabloid's pre-strike circulation of 1.1 mil
lion papers daily and 1.4 million on Sunday. 

Union picket lines are up at News facilities 
in Brooklyn; Kearney, New Jersey; Garden 
City in Long Island; and at the News Building 
in Manhattan. 

The spirited November I rally grew louder 
as it was addressed by Stanley Hill, the 
executive director of District Council 37 of 
American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME). Munici
pal workers in New York have been threat
ened with layoffs totaling 35,000 by Mayor 
David Dinkins as they seek to negotiate a 
new contract with the city. 

One AFSCME member said he came to 
the rally because "these people might help 
save our jobs." 

Barry Feinstein, president of Teamsters 
Local 237, whose members also face mass 
layoffs from city jobs, received one of the 
loudest rounds of applause when he pledged 
to the crowd, "Not one Teamsters truck will 
deliver newsprint to the Daily News . .. not 

one Teamsters truck will bring ink to the 
Daily News." 

Hats with the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 3 logo 
could be seen everywhere, as thousands of 
members showed their support for the strik
ers. 

Thomas Van Arsdale, representing the 
New York State AFL-CIO, announced a boy
cott of the Daily News. He called on busi
nesses not to advertise in the paper. Many 
major advertisers canceled their ads in the 
News because of the paper's current low 
circulation. 

Other speakers at the rally included Jay 
Mazur, president of the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers ' Union; Jan Pierce, vice
president of the Communications Workers of 
America; and Jack Scheinkman, president of 
the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers Union. 

On Friday November 2, thousands more 
strike supporters turned out for a rally at 
which Jesse Jackson was the featured 
speaker. Jackson was greeted by chants of 
"Keep the pressure on!" 

Striking Daily News columnist Juan 
Gonzalez told the rally, "The Tribune Com
pany never suspected that we would unite. 
They never suspected our intelligence." 

Bernadette Devlin McAliskey, a leader of 
the freedom struggle in Northern Ireland, also 
addressed the crowd. She said the people of 
her country have suffered oppression and 
explained that while she is not a U.S. citizen, 
she would be betraying working people here 
if she did not attend the Daily News strike 
rally. "An injury to one is an injury to all," she 
said. 

The Daily News is the second-largest 
metropolitan daily newspaper in the United 
States. The attempt to break its unions is seen 
by many strike supporters as part of an at
tempt to weaken all the unions in the city. 

A banner hanging by the Brooklyn picket 
line proclaims: "New York is a union town." 
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In many workplaces workers have put up 
fliers in support of the strike. A worker in an 
electrical assembly plant in Long Island com
mented, "Five or six years ago, I thought the 
company was just trying to break our union. 
But I've seen the Eastern strike and now the 
Daily News strike and now I think it's all the 
unions that are under attack." 

Michael O'Malley, a member of IBEW 
Local3, said, "They 'II use this as an example. 
If they break the unions at the Daily News 
all the bosses will try to do the same." 

Top union leaders are attempting to raise 
a $2 million fund for the strike from weekly 
$1 contributions from union members. They 
are also proposing an "adopt-a-newsstand" 
program, where the names and addresses of 
every newsdealer still selling the tabloid are 
made available to the striking unions. Then 
unionists will visit the businesses and ask 
them to cease selling the struck paper. An 
"adopt-a-striker" program, where union lo
cals can help individual strikers through the 
financial hardships of the walkout, has also 
been launched. 

On Saturday November 3, some 400 peo
ple turned out for a "family day" on the picket 
line in front of the Garden City Daily News 
plant. Unionists from Long Island brought 
their families out to show support for the 
strike. 

After a brief rally, hundreds headed for a 
shopping mall a few blocks away to leaflet 
in front of Alexander's- a large department 
store that continues to advertise in the News. 
Strike supporters set up a mass picket line in 
front of the Alexander's entrance. 

According to Lisa Robinson, a Daily News 
spokesperson, the company attempted to dis
tribute 50,000 copies of the November 5 
edition free of charge. Many people could be 
seen at subway entrances that day refusing 
free copies. Signs are appearing on news
stands that read, "I love New York, I don't 
sell the Daily News." 

and the U.S. war drive in the Mideast. 
"Working people are playing a leading 

role," explained Sa yeo leader Hlongwa at the 
conference. "You can't divorce economics 
from politics. We are fighting for ordinary 
human and political rights, yes, but also for 
land and economic justice." 

During the tour in Detroit, about $2,500 
was raised for Sayco 's project of helping to 
rebuild the ANC Youth Section. 

BY PAT HUNT 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - "Our people are 

being killed by highly organized groups, im
mune from the law . . . people who have 
moved into our culture to mow us down," 
explained Brian Thami Hlongwa about the 
so-called Black-on-Black violence in South 
Africa. This was the foremost question asked 
of Hlongwa during his stop here on the 12-
city Sayco tour in the United States. 

"There is a conflict," Hlongwa said, "but 
it's not between the African National Con
gress and the Xulu people as the media would 
have us believe. Rather it's between the op
pressed people and the apartheid regime." 

"We must ask why the government would 
sponsor violence," he continued. "In order 
for the South African government to survive 
... to continue to oppress us, this means 
dividing us." 

At Tuskegee University, a predominantly 
Black college in Alabama, an outdoor rally 
of 50 students gathered to hear Hlongwa 
present a first-hand account of the struggle 
against the apartheid system and the fight for 
a nonracial, democratic South Africa. 

At Miles College - also a majority Black 
school - Hlongwa was the special guest at 
an African American Unity Awareness Day 
program. Afterward, Hlongwa was invited to 
continue the discussion in the business class 
of one of the professors. The discussion 
spilled over into the following class period. 

At the University of Alabama at Birming
ham, 75 people attended a citywide meeting. 
Hlongwa explained the status of ANC nego
tiations with the South African regime, the 
effect of sanctions, and the need for a new 
education system. Many questions focused 
on what the new South Africa would look like. 

The Sa yeo leader also appealed for support 
for the case of Say co General Secretary Rapu 
Molekane. Molekane was in Birmingham in 
1989 while on a two-week tour of the United 
States, and several people had heard him 
speak. Hlongwa stated, "Molekane is lan
guishing in an apartheid jail today, when his 
only crime is to stand up against the apartheid 
system." 

Hlongwa also addressed the annual mem
bership banquet of the Alabama New South 
Coalition of Macon County in Tuskegee. In 
addition, I OOpeople heard greetings from him 
at the Freedom Life Church in Montgomery. 

Students at Ramsey High School asked 
Hlongwa if the things they had seen in the 
movie Dry White Season were really true. 
They were shocked when he explained the 
real situation today. Dry White Season con
veys the conditions faced by Black South 
Africans during the period of the 1976 
Soweto uprising. 

On October 30, WENN radio newscaster 
Roy Wood reported on violence in Soweto, 
announcing that several people had been 
killed. He then played excerpts of Hlongwa's 
speech at Miles College. "The media tells 
you what they want you to believe. That's 
why meetings like this are important, where 
people can hear the truth for themselves from 
the people of South Africa," said Wood. 

Local sponsors of the tour included 21st 
Century Youth Leadership Training Project, 
Peace Watch, National Alliance Against Rac
ism and Political Repression, First World 
Imports, Bobby Singleton, Malika Yamini 
Dawah Committee, and Masjiduh Quran 
from the University of Alabama Student 
Government. 


