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Machinist 
delegates 
back USAir 
strikers 
BY PAUL M AILHOT 

MONTREAL- "If it comes down to a 
strike at USAir," Richard Trumka, president 
of the United Mine Workers of America 
(UMWA), told the more than 1,500 dele
gates and guests at the International Associ
ation of Machinists (lAM) national conven
tion here October 2, "there's a whole lot of 
UMWA members, in the United States and 
Canada who are ready, who are willing, and 
who are able to make your fight our fight, 
to make your picket line our picket line. The 
lAM has always stood with the mine work
ers and we will stand with you." 

This fighting solidarity message with ma
chinist union members up against the wall 
by USAir's massive concession demands 
brought delegates to their feet in the biggest 
ovation of the convention. Trumka pledged 
that members of the UMWA would join 
lAM mechanics, cleaners, and clerks on 
picket lines in Pittsburgh and other --cities 
from the first days of the battle. 

George Kourpias, president of the lAM, 
explained to the delegates in his opening 
address that "the contract the carrier 
[USAir] has proposed is worse than any
thing Frank Lorenzo ever put on the table." 

On Monday morning, October 5, Kour
pias announced that the lAM had been 
forc.ed to take strike action. 

One of the first delegates to the mike was 
Jim Lyle, from lAM Local 141 in Detroit. 
He received a big applause as he urged the 
convention delegates "to give 100 percent 
support to the workers at USAir." 

In an interview later Lyle, who works for 
Northwest Airlines, explained, "We're in 
contract negotiations now. Whatever take
backs they get away with at US Air, we know 
they'll try to implement the same against us. 
We've got to put a stop to this. 

"As soon as I get back to Detroit we're 
going to start outreach and solidarity. We 
have a lot of contacts from when we organ
ized support for the Eastern strike. We have 
to hold rallies, dances, bring in speakers -

Continued on Page 12 

Solidarity needed with 
striking US Air workers 
BY EDWIN FRUIT 

BALTIMORE - Some 8,500 mechan
ics, cleaners, and store clerks organized by 
the International Association of Machinists 
(lAM) at USAir have overwhelmingly re
jected a final contract offer and have gone 
on strike at the nation's sixth-largest carrier 
as of Monday morning, October 5. 

After the previous contract expired in 
March, 1990, both USAir and the lAM ne
gotiated within the federal guidelines regu
lating the transportation industry. During the 
two and a half years of negotiations, the 
union agreed to a number of concessions, 
while at the same time the company with
drew language and proposals objectionable 
to the union. 

In the fmal proposal offered by the com
pany September 24, the company's with
drawn proposals were put back, in addition 
to the concessions agreed upon by the union. 

More than 3,000 workers are on strike 
in Pittsburgh . A number of workers on the 
picket line in the first hours of the strike 
commented that to accept the company's 
demands would have "taken us back 17 
years" and that they were "forced out on 
strike" by USAir. They also said that the 
central issue was not wages, but jobs that 
would be lost through sub-contracting and 
other means, as well as health care and 
pensions. 

Several workers were arrested on the first 
morning of the strike for picketing outside 

the maintenance hangar. The main road to 
the hangar is on county property, and the 
county refused to give the lAM permission 
to picket, which the union had requested in 
advance. 

A striking mechanic at Newark Airport 
remarked, "We screwed up during the East
em strike; we should have all gone out. In 
fact, everyone under the Railway Labor Act 
should have gone out." Another striker, who 
had also been on strike at Eastern Airlines, 
agreed, adding, "They're trying to bust all 
the unions. If they keep going, there will be 
an insurrection in this country in the next 
year." 

The Eastern strike, which began in 
Continued on Page 6 

In discussions with Colorado miners, 
Warren points to history of resistance 

Militant/Matilde Zimmennann 
Socialist presidential candidate James W..rren in Craig, Colorado. 

BY MA TILDE ZIMMERMANN 
CRAIG, Colorado - With only five 

weeks left in his busy fall campaign sched
ule, Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. 
president James Warren made a two-day 
campaign stop in this coal-mining town of 
about 6,000 in the mountains of northwest
em Colorado. He was invited here to address 
a meeting of United Mine Workers of Amer
ica (UMWA) Local 1799. 

Local 1799 carried out a bitter, year
long strike against the Cyprus Empire 
Mine which was settled in May, 1992. Al
though the mine owners failed in their ef
fort to bust the union, only 55 of the 160 
original strikers have been caJled back so 
far. 

'The only way to describe what is going 
on in this country is a depression," Warren 
told 20 miners in the UMWA union haJI. 
"We are in the beginning stages of a 
depression, and neither George Bush nor 
Biii Clinton will solve the problems work
ers face. 

Miami meeting hears Cuban youth leaders; 
rightists fail to prevent democratic discussion 

"Franklin Roosevelt didn't solve the 
problems of the last depression," he went 
on. "It was millions of working men and 
women, linked up with the unemployed, 
who demanded that their concerns be ad
dressed." Gigantic labor battles during the 
1930s depression Jed to the creation of the 
mass industrial unions, as weJI as to Social 
Security, unemployment compensation, and 
other social gains that the government was 
forced to concede. 

Militant 
Ibis Alvisa Gonzalez 

BY TO M FISKE 
MIAMI - "The Cuban people will con

tinue to resist. In 33 years the United States 
government has not brought the Cuban peo
ple to their knees and they will not be able 
to." 

This was the message two Cuban youth 
leaders brought to a public ll_leeting in 
Miami, the first such event in many years. 
The two speakers were Ibis AI visa Gonzalez 
and Jose Antonio Concepcion Rangel, in 
Miami for the last stop of their nine-city visit 
to the United States. 

The meeting marked a big advance in 
establishing the right to defend and debate 
the Cuban revolution publicly in Miami. 
Some 225 people, mainly students, heard a 
presentation by Ibis Alvisa and participated 
in a heated discussion for a total of two 
hours at Florida mtemational University 
(FlU), University Park campus, on Thurs
day, October l. 

The two Cuban revolutionary youths 
were able to get their views across despite 

the repeated efforts of Cuban counterrevo
lutionary activists to set a tone where AI visa 
and Concepcion could not express their 
views and have them considered objec
tively. 

The event was organized through the Stu
dent Program Council and had the backing 
of the College Democrats, FlU National 
Organization for Women, Stonewall Stu
dents Organization, Student Organization 
Council (SOC), Student Government Asso
ciation (SGA), and the Women's Studies 
Department. 

Introductory remarks stressing the impor
tance of free speech were given by Zachary 
Burton, SGA president; Max Rarneau, pres
ident of the Black Student Union; Inaki 
Rezola, a Cuban student who is chair of 
SOC; and Rafael Morel, vice-chair of SOC. 
History professor Brian Peterson sat on the 
podi urn to back the right of everyone present 
to hear the speakers. 

Chairing the meeting were Maggie Me
Continued on Page 4 

Warren explained the two different direc
tions for the labor movement had been 
charted at the end of the 1970s, when the 
employers began their current offensive 
against the unions. One was represented by 
the concession deal that Chrysler extracted 
from the auto workers' union. This approach 
was followed by the leadership of most 
unions and resulted in real wages being 
driven down for the first time since the Great 
Depression, back to the level of the early 
1960s. 

The other course for the labor movement 
was represented by the I I 0-day coal strike 
of 1977- 78, where miners defeated the coal 
bosses' concession demands. "The ones 
who resisted are in bener shape today," 
Warren noted. 

"Your strike is part of this tradition," he 
told the Craig workers. Other workers today 

Continued on Page 6 
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IN BRIEf _____________ _ 
Brazilian president impeached 

President Fernando Collar de Mello was 
impeached September 29 by the lower 
house of the Brazilian Congress. The 441-
to-38 vote came after weeks of protests 
demanding his ouster. Collar now faces a 
trial in the Senate on charges of corruption. 
Collar will be stripped of his powers for 180 
days. If he is convicted, the impeachment 
will become permanent. Collar has "verseen 
inflation of 8,500 percent in the two and a 
half years since he took office. In this period 
Collar's campaign treasurer is charged with 
funneling to his family at least $32 million 
in kickbacks from those receiving govern
ment contracts. 

Germany cancels V -2 celebration 
Bowing to domestic and international op

position, Germany canceled a celebration 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of its 
launching of the V-2 rocket. The planned 
October 3 event to honor the V-2, the fore
runner of modern space rockets and long
range missiles, was billed by Germany as 
simply marking technological achievement, 
despite the fact that the rocket was devel
oped as one of the "wonder weapons" with 
which Hitler hoped to win 'M>rld War II. In 
addition to opposition in Germany, strong 
protests came from Britain, which was hit 
by I, 115 V-2 rockets between September 
1944 and March 1945. 

September 15 student demonstration in Rio de Janeiro demands ouster of Brazilian 
president Fernando CoUor de Mello. 

Dominican protests continue 
Protests against the plans by the govern

ment of the Dominican Republic to cele
brate the anniversary of Columbus's arrival 
500 years ago continued last week. On Sep
tember 22, more than 1 ,000 people marched 
through the city of Azua in a funeral proces
sion for a human rights activist killed by 
police at an earlier protest. "Columbus, 
there's no room for you!" the crowd 
chanted. The day before, protesters smashed 
and burned a statue of the explorer in San
tiago. The government of president Joaquin 
Balaguer has been organizing a multi-mil
lion-dollar tribute to Columbus, the center-

piece of which is a massive ten-story light
house with beams that can be seen from 150 
miles away. Many Dominicans are angry at 
this expense, which contrasts with the ne
glect of the nation's sanitation, housing, 
health care, and education. 

U.S. returns Subic Bay naval 
base to Philippines 

The United States formally returned the 
Subic Naval Station to the Philippines on 
September 30. The naval base, along with 
Clark Air Base, also in the Philippines, had 
been the linchpin of U.S. military power in 
Asia. The U.S. Air Force had already de
cided to abandon Clark after it was damaged 
by a volcanic eruption last year. Some 1,700 
troops remain at the Subic Naval Station, 
and are scheduled to be evacuated by No
vember 24. 

At one time the Subic Bay base had up 
to 20,000 troops stationed there and was the 
largest overseas supply depot for the Navy. 
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These bases have been used in every major 
war waged by the United States, including 
the Gulf War in 1991. Last year, Washington 
tried to extend its lease on the base, but was 
turned down by the Philippine Senate. The 
Philippine government plans to convert the 
area into a free port and industrial complex. 

Racism persists in decisions 
made by U.S. lenders 

An examination of mortgage loans in the 
United States in 1991 revealed that Blacks 
were rejected for loans at a much higher rate 
than whites of similar income. A study of 46 
banks in 13 cities showed that nearly one in 
four mortgage applications from middle-in
come Blacks were denied compared to a 
denial rate for middle-income whites of one 
in 11. For all income levels, 26.7 percent of 
Black applicants were turned down, com
pared with 10.5 percent of whites. 

Patr iot missile success rate 
reduced to nine percent 

A new study of the Patriot missile, based 
on full access to classified Army records 
from the Gulf War, reports that the highly 
touted missile hit its target only nine percent 
of the time. The study, released by the Gen
eral Accounting Office September 29, is the 
latest of several revisions of the missiles' 
effectiveness since U.S. Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of U.S.-Ied for
ces in the Gulf War, said in January 1991 
that "the Patriot's success, of course, is 
known to everyone; it 's 100 percent so far." 
A Pentagon spokesperson declined to dis
pute the study. 

Angolan president leads in vote 
Early results from Angola's first national 

election, held September 29-30, show a lead 
by current Angolan president Jose Eduardo 
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dos Santos of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA). He is running 
against Jonas Savimbi of the Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola. Savimbi led 
a devastating war against the Angolan gov
ernment for more than one and a half decades, 
backed by the United States and South Africa. 
Officials estimate that nearly 90 percent of 
the nation 's 4.9 million registered voters cast 
ballots. 

U.S. jails hold mentally ill 

U.S jails are becoming "holding pens" 
for the mentally ill according to a study 
issued by the Public Health Research 
Group. Based on a survey of I ,391 jails 
around the country, the report estimated that 
30,000 seriously mentally ill persons are 
imprisoned, and that they receive no treat
ment and suffer a high incidence of physical 
abuse and rape. This amounts to 7.2 percent 
of the overall jail population. It was further 
found that 29 percent of them had not been 
charged with a crime, but were jailed be
cause no psychiatric faci lities were avail
able to take them. 

Strikes increase in Indonesia 

Indonesia, which is undergoing rapid in
dustrial growth, is experiencing a rise in 
strike actions. The number of strikes in that 
country in 1991 was 112, up from 61 the 
previous year. Strikes were banned in Indo
nesia until 1989. President Suharto has 
ruled this nation of 185 million people with 
repressive meac;ures and extreme brutality 
ever since seizing power in I 965. The vast 
majority of strikes have occurred at facto
ries where employers refused to pay the 
minimum wage of $1 per day. 

Russian troops sent to Taj ikistan 

Civil war is intensifying in the former 
Soviet republic of Tajikistan. Russian 
troops took control September 30 of the 
airport in the capital city of Dushanbe. 
The day before, Moscow sent an addi
tional 800 troops to Tajikistan, saying they 
were needed to protect Russian soldiers 
caught in the struggle. Fighting in the 
republic is between supporters and oppo
nents of recently ousted president Rakh
man Nabiyev. 

Turkish troops battle Kurds 

Turkish troops fought Kurdish separatist 
forces in a major battle near the Iraqi border 
at the end of September. Twenty-nine Turk
ish soldiers and 174 members of the Kurd
ish Workers Party were killed in this 12-
hour battle according to the Turkish govern
ment. Since the beginning of the year more 
than 2,000 people have died as a result of 
Turkish battles with the Kurds. Turkey op
poses the Kurdish Workers Party's demand 
for a separate state. 

-DEREK BRACEY 
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South Africa regime offers concessions 
ANC-led mass actions force de Klerk into new discussions on power transfer 
BY SARA LOBMAN 

Under pressure from a mass action cam
paign that has drawn in millions of toilers, 
the government of South Africa has made a 
series of concessions that open up the pos
sibility of the Codesa (Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa) talks resuming. 
The African National Congress (ANC) 
broke off the talks, which involve 19 polit
ical organizations. in June, over the 
government's refusal to seriously negotiate 
a transfer of power to the democratic major
ity. 

Neil Coleman, a leader of the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), 
explained that the most important aspect of 
the Joint Statement and Record of Under
standing, signed by ANC president Nelson 
Mandela and South African president F.W. 
de Klerk September 26, concerns the con
stituent assembly, which will both serve as 
an interim parliament and will be charged 
with drafting a new constitution. For the 
first time, Coleman explained, the apartheid 
regime "commits itself to a single sovereign 
assembly." 

By sovereign, Coleman said, "we mean 
that the constituent assembly wiU be demo
cratic, both in how it is elected and in how 
it carries out its responsibilities." 

The Record of Understanding specifies 
that the constituent assembly will: 

• be democratically elected; 
• draft and adopt the new constitution. 

This implies that it will sit as a single cham
ber; 

• be elected within an agreed, predeter
mined time period, and have a fixed time 
frame for carrying out its work; 

• have adequate deadlock-breaking 
mechanisms; and 

• arrive at its decisions democratically 
with agreement in advance as to what will 
constitute majorities. 

Release of prisoners 
The ANC has won three other demands 

as well. More than 500 antiapartheid fight
ers arrested before October 1990 and still in 
prison will be released. One hundred and 
fifty were released on September 27 and the 
rest are to be freed by mid November. The 
government had refused to release these 
individuals under previous agTeements, 
claiming the crimes they were accused of 
were too serious. The government is also 
insisting on releasing a number of racist 
killers, including one who walked into 
downtown Pretoria in 1988 and shot every 
black person he encountered. Seven were 
kiUed and 22 injured. 

The government agreed to step up polic
ing and fencing of hostels that have been 
identified as being sources of violence, and 
to ban the carrying and display of dangerous 
weapons, including so-called cultural weap
ons, in public. 

This has been an important demand. 
Members of the lnkatha Freedom Party, 
who collaborate with the apartheid regime, 
have used the hostels as a base to attack 
ANC members and antiapartheid fighters in 
the townships. The forces who attacked 
Boipatong township in June, for example, 
killing 40 residents, lived in a nearby hostel. 
Many members of Inkatha are Zulus who 
carry axes, spears, and machetes, labelled 
"cultural weapons" by the Inkatha leader
ship. 

The progress made in forcing the govern
ment to take another step toward the transfer 
of power shows that ''mass pressure and 
mass action are key to unlocking the doors 
to democracy in the country," Coleman said. 
"It was the campaign of mass actions that 
broke the deadlock of Codesa." 

June rally in Durban. Millions have participated in the mass action campaign. 

The ANC had called off the negotiations 
in the wake of the Boipatong massacre. In 
a statement issued at the time, the ANC 
explained, "We cannot tolerate a situation 
where the regime's control of state power 
allows it the space to deny and cover up its 
role in fostering and fomenting vio
lence . .. . What is at issue is more than the 
crisis of the negotiations process. The fun
damental reason for the deadlock is whether 
there is to be democratic change, or white
minority veto powers. There is only one way 
forward. It is a road which must unmistak
ably and unequivocally lead to the establish
ment of a democratic South Africa." 

The ANC launched a campaign of mass 

actions aimed at forcing the government 
to move more rapidly toward giving up 
power and drawing the vast majority of 
South Africans into the struggle for a dem
ocratic nation. MiWons participated in a 
series of rallies, meetings, and marches. 
Four million workers participated in an 
August 3-4 general strike. 

The Record of Understanding explicitly 
recognizes the right of all parties and orga
nizations to participate in mass actions. A 
statement issued by the National Executive 
Committee of the ANC explains that "all 
social and economic campaigns should 
continue as previously planned [including] 
those concerning high food prices, the re-

instatement of dismissed workers, drought 
relief, etc." 

Coleman reported that an action to pro
test the high food prices is planned for 
October 13. Some mass actions, like a strike 
that had been planned to coincide with the 
opening of parliament on October 12, have 
been suspended. The opening session of 
parliament will be voting on the legislation, 
agreed to by Mandela and de Klerk, that 
will enact the prisoner release. 

Coleman said that the mass actions 
would continue to play a central role in 
maintaining pressure on the government 
and in insuring the rapid transfer of power 
to the democratic majority. He pointed out 
that there were stili many unresolved ques
tions. The most important of these is the 
government's demand that the ANC com
mit itself, before the constituent assembly 
meets, to the idea of strong regional gov
ernments. The regime hopes to be able to 
maintain a degTee of control in this way. 
The ANC argues that it is exactly questions 
like these that the democratically elected 
assembly can best discuss and decide. 

Following the signing of the Joint State
ment by Mandela and de Klerk, lnkatha 
leader ChiefMangosuthu Buthelezi announ
ced that he was cutting off communications 
with the government and withdrawing ln
katha from all further talks. "This just shows 
that his attempt to stampede the country 
through violence has failed," said Coleman. 

In a related development, the Goldstone 
Commission, headed up by Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Goldstone and charged with 
investigating incidents of violence across the 
country, issued a report placing the blame 
for the September 7 massacre of 29 protesters 
by soldiers in the "independent" homeland 
of Ciskei on the Ciskei Defense Force. The 
South African government trained and 
equipped the Ciskei army. The commander 
of the Ciskei Defense Force unit that fired the 
machine guns into the crowd is on loan from 
the South African army. 

U.S. government pushes 'no fly' zone 
over territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
BY JOHN COX 

President George Bush announced Octo
ber 2 that the U.S. government would push 
for a UN resolution banning combat flights 
over Bosnia and Herzegovina, and that 
Washington was prepared to use force to 
impose this ban. Professing concern for the 
victims of the war, government officials, 
including Bush, had claimed previously that 
any military involvement would be to en-
sure delivery of humanitarian aid. . 

The proposed flight ban, which would be 
directed at Serbian forces in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, goes beyond the earlier stated 
aims, and represents a shift toward a more 
aggressive policy by the United States in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Washington is preoccupied with how best 
to advance the political and economic inter
ests of U.S. imperialism. The U.S. govern
ment has been concerned about the possi
bility of its imperialist rivals in Europe 
Germany in particular- gaining greater 
weight in decisions concerning what hap
pens in the former Yugoslavia. 

The question of how to achieve their 
goals in Yugoslavia has been a point of 
debate within U.S. ruling circles. At an Oc
tober 1 press conference, Acting Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger "acknowl
edged that there have been major differ
ences within the administration over the 
wisdom of a [flight] ban," according to the 
New York Times. A few days earlier General 
Colin Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, had voiced his reservations over 
such a ban. 

The United Nations, with the support of 
the United States, expelled Yugoslavia, 
which comprises the republics of Serbia and 
Montenegro, on September 22. This was the 
first time that the UN had ever expelled a 
member state. South Africa was suspended 
in 1974 after the credentials of its delegation 
were rejected over the objection of the 

United States and most of its European al
lies. 

Socialist Workers vice-presidential can
didate Estelle DeBates commented on 
Washington's recent moves . "The proposed 
flight ban and the decision to expel Yugo
slavia from the UN are serious steps toward 
military intervention. Such an intervention 
would be no more ' humanitarian' than the 
war against Iraq last year," the socialist 
candidate stressed. She pointed out that 
while the United States has cited the bomb
ing of civilians in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and in southern Iraq to justify these moves 
toward military aggression, "they have been 
conspicuously silent" about the Turkish 
government's bombing campaigns against 
Kurdish people in that country, a close U.S. 
ally. 

"Clinton has been even more eager to 
go to war than Bush,'' DeBates continued, 
"criticizing Bush for being slow to use 
force. This is a good example of what these 
two parties have to offer, and of the ne
cessity to organize independently of them 
to oppose their war plans and other reac
tionary schemes to resolve the crisis of 
their system. 

"You don't have to support the criminal 
regime in Belgrade to see through the 
hypocrisy of the United States and the 
other imperialist governments expelling 
Yugoslavia from the UN. They say that 
Yugoslavia can reapply for membership 
after proving that it is a 'peace-loving 
nation, willing to cooperate with the UN 
peace initiative.' Using such criteria, the 
United States and the governments of the 
other imperialist nations should have been 
tossed out long ago," DeBates said. "In 
what manner has the U.S. government 
demonstrated its 'peacefulness' and its 
willingness to abide by international law 
when it doesn't suit its interests? By mur
dering hundreds of thousands of Vietnam-

ese people? By financing an illegal war 
against Nicaragua in defiance of U.S. and 
international law? By invading Grenada 
and Panama? 

"The idea that this body could claim to 
have any moral authority so soon after the 
massacre of 150,000 Iraqis that was carried 
out in its name is particularly offensive," she 
added. 

An additional 6,000 troops, from vari
ous nations that are members of NATO, 
will arrive in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
coming weeks, bringing the number of UN 
troops to 21,000. This will represent the 
largest deployment of UN forces in its 
history, equal to the number planned for 
Cambodia and exceeding the number in 
the Congo [Zaire] in the early 1960s, the 
biggest previous operation under UN com
mand. 

Meanwhile, any hopes that the London 
"peace conference" held in August had even 
partially succeeded in slowing down the 
civil war have been dispelled by the contin
ued fighting and reports of atrocities. The 
Bosnian government reported September 26 
that 925 civilians had been struck by sniper 
fire in the previous week - the highest fig
ure for any week in the entire six-month 
siege of Sarajevo. The government also as
serts that 14,364 in Bosnia have been kiUed 
in the war; some 57,000 are listed as missing 
and are presumed dead; and 1.3 million have 
been driven from their homes. Nearly 
10,000 children have been killed or are un
accounted for. 

These figures on casualties are presumed 
to be underestimated, as they have been 
compiled mainly in Moslem and Croat-held 
areas and do not reflect Serbian casualties 
in Serb-held territories. 

An article on the effect of the embargo in 
Serbia appears on page 13. 
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George Novack Reconstruction Fund 

Reconstruction project makes progress 
BY JOHN COX part of the project. 

The George Novack Recon
struction Fund was launched in 
August at the International So
cialist Conference in Oberlin, 
Ohio. The aim of the fund is to 
raise more than $150,000 by De
cember l. 

out the much needed modernization 
of the prints hop of Pathfinder Press, 
which publishes the writings and 
speeches of working-class and rev
olutionary leaders such as Leon 
Trotsky, Che Guevara, Rosa Lux
emburg, and Nelson Mandela. 

The plumbing work in this area, 
including in two recently built 
bathrooms, passed inspection last 
week. The crew is also completing 
work on what will be the new 
shipping and receiving room. 
Major electrical work has been 
done in the last few weeks, includ
ing bringing in 1200-amp service, 
which will "make it possible to be 
a real printshop," Singer said. He 
added that completing this work 
depends on the Novack Fund 
reaching its target. 

PLEDGED PAID % PAID 

This effort is part of the Inter
national Expansion Fund, 
launched in 1990, which makes 
possible major capital expendi
tur~ designed to strengthen the 
communist movement's ability to 
produce the arsenal of books and 
periodicals needed by working
class fighters. 

A total of $6,882 was sent in to 
the fund in the last week., bringing 
the total to 16 percent of the goal 
with eight weeks remaining. 

Tile Novack Fund finances the 
reconstruction project taking place 
in the Pathfinder Building in New 
York City, which is pictured at the 
top of the graph to the right. Raising 
this money is essential to carrying 

The Militant newspaper is also 
published in the building. An in
mate from the Jefferson City Cor
rection Center in Missouri donated 
$.50, along with $2 for the Militant, 
to the fund out of his monthly 
wages of $7 .50. He wrote, "It's not 
much, but it's the best I can do 
towards the precious insights the 
paper brings into my cell, and I do 
pass it around to a few brothers." 

Stu Singer, one of the recon
struction project coordinators, re
ports that substantial progress has 
been made in the last two weeks. 
The crew has begun installing 
steel wide-flange beams into the 
roof in the former warehouse sec
tion of the printshop. These beams 
will provide support for four new 
skylights, which is the next major 

Singer also reports that several 
new volunteers to work on the re
construction brigade have arrived 
in New York. 
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$5,500 500 9 
4,500 550 13 
3,000 170 6 
6,000 930 16 
6,500 1,020 16 
1,500 0 0 
4.200 750 18 
3.500 25 1 
7,000 790 11 
3.000 400 13 
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750 0 0 
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6,000 1,105 19 
9,500 1,290 14 
4,500 0 0 I pledge ... 

One of the lasting contributions 
that George Novack, a leader of the 
Socialist Workers Party for more 
than half a century until his death in 
July, made to the socialist move
ment was his role in raising funds 
for similar reconstruction and ex
pansion projects. In an unpublished 
autobiographical manuscript, No
vack relates a story about how he 
and his wife, Evelyn Reed, came 
into$3,000intheearly 1940s. 

Reed was a panner in a grain
and-feed company that she and her 
former husband had organized, 
and she was offered the money to 
buy out her stock. "The company 
later grew into one of the largest 
businesses of its kind in the Mid
west. But we had no regrets. The 
buyout payment was donated to 
make possible the publication of 
Trotsky's last writings: In Defense 
of Marxism." 

U.S. TOTAL 154,230 20,602 14 
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CITY _____ ZIP ____ COUNTRY ______ __ 

FRANCE 1,030 1.030 100 
GERMANY 1,429 1.429 100 
NEW ZEALAND 710 540 76 

PHONE _______________________ __ 
Send to the George Novack Reconstruction Fund, 

406 West Street, New York, NY 1 0014 

SWEDEN 2,450 1,250 51 
TOTAL $166,364 $27,148 16 

Successful meeting hears Cuban youth leaders 
Continued from front page 
Craw, one of the organizers of the tour 
locally, and Morel. Some campus adminis
trators remained throughout the program, 
showing their support for its right to be held. 

As a consequence of the significant back
ing for the event. the large number of people 
present who opposed the Cuban revolution 
were divided on whether to allow the pro
gram to take place. The big majority of them 
joined with others there who wanted to hear 
what the speakers had to say. 

The meeting had been widely publicized. 
A leaflet was posted and distributed for 
several days, and a notice on the event ran 
in the calendar column of the Spanish edi
tion of the Miami Herald the day of the 
program. A number of faculty members an
nounced it in their classes. 

In addition to the many statements attack
ing the Cuban revolution that came from a 
section of the meeting participants the audi
ence asked questions including: Do Cuban 
youth support the revolution? Is voluntary 
labor among youth truly voluntary? What 
was the role of Cuba in the African freedom 
struggle? What gains have women in Cuba 
made? Do the Cuban people support the em
bargo? What is the effect of the embargo? 

Alvisa and Concepci6n were able to ex
plain that despite the economic crisis caused 
by the coUapse of trade with the countries 
of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, the Cuban revolution is alive and 
strong. Concepci6n stated, "New layers of 
youth participated in voluntary labor in the 
sugar harvest. In four months, 600,000 stu
dents were mobilized." 

Alvisa explained that the gains of women 
remain. ''The right to abortion, which was le
galized in 1965, remains unimpeded and 
abortions are free. Women have the right to 
maternity leave which extends six months 
with full wages, despite the economic crisis." 

Cuban youth support revolution 
Alvisa said that the majority of Cuban 

youth support the revolution. "The revolu
tion for the Cuban people has meant a trans
formation of industry and agriculture. Be
fore , the country produced only one crop -
sugar. Now we are a major producer of 
nickel and biotechnology." 

The editor of Argos, a magazine that sup-
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ports dialogue between the U.S, and Cuba, 
asked about the embargo. Alvisa answered, 
"In the opinion of the Cuban people, it is a 
blockade against human beings. Many Cu
bans in the U.S. also oppose the blockade be
cause it is affecting their families in Cuba." 

At the end of the event about 30 people in 
the audience attempted to rush at the speakers 
as they left the meeting. The attack was re
sisted by the campus police and ushers. 

One usher, Anthony Thomas, an FIU grad
uate student, was punched and knocked to the 
ground by Marcell Felipe, a young Cuban 
right-winger. Felipe was taken into custody 
by campus police. Other disrupters, mostly 
young Cuban-Americans, attempted to pro
voke the other ushers and the campus police. 

This one violent incident along with the 
other efforts at disruption were used by there
actionary Cuban media here to claim that the 
event was successfully disrupted. One young 
Cuban disrupter filed a police report against 
Anthony Thomas for allegedly shoving her 
before he was knocked to the ground. 

The two right-wing Cuban TV stations 
centered their coverage on the statements by 
the opponents of the revolution and gave no 
coverage to the Cuban speakers. The next 
day's Miami Herald focused its coverage on 
the disruption. Taken together, these mark 
major efforts to take back the legitimacy 

Militant 
Anthony Thomas, an usher at the meet
ing, was struck by a right-winger. 

won by the event for hearing representatives 
from Cuba. 

However, the space gained by the event 
is part of broader changes in the Miamj area, 
including among Cuban-Americans. 

The Cuban community organization, the 
Associacion de Trabajadores de Ia Com-

unidad (ATC), which is opposed to the block
ade, has organized four public rallies since 
last September. Radio Progreso, a station 
which features interviews with Cuban gov
ernment officials and news from Cuba, is the 
most popular Cuban station when it is on the 
air. Efforts by the reactionary Cuban Ameri
can National Foundation to organize a boy
con of the Miami Herald for carrying articles 
viewed as favorable to Cuba fell apart. 

For many years other attempts to hold 
meetings where representatives from Cuba 
could be heard have been violently attacked. 
In 1989 the Cuban Museum was bombed 
after showing contemporary art from Cuba. 
The home of Marfa Cristina Herrera was 
bombed after she organized a conference 
that included representatives from Cuba. 
Herrera, who is wheelchair bound, is a pre>
fessor at a local Miami college. 

To the knowledge of longtime activists 
against U.S. intervention in Cuba, the event 
at FlU was the first open, public meeting in 
Miami with representatives from Cuba since 
the earliest days of the revolution in 1959. 

Many of the participants in the FIU meet
ing said that despite the attempts at disrup
tion, the meeting was a success. As one 
young Cuban commented after the event, 
"This was a very important meeting. We 
have to do it better next time." 

Britain: broader support for victimized miner 
BY ANNE HOWIE 

SHEFFIELD, England- "An injury to 
one is an injury to all is not just a slogan, 
it's a code of conduct for all unionists. Sol
idarity, not violence, is what is necessary. 
Keep up the fight, Paul." This message, 
from Denjs Stephano, president of the 
OCAW Local 8-234 in Linwood, Pennsyl
vania, is one of many which have come in 
this week to the Thoresby colliery branches 
of the National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM), and the Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers (UDM), concerning the case 
of Paul Galloway. 

Galloway, an NUM miner, was violently 
and sexually assaulted August 6 by eight 
other miners, belonging both to the NUM 
and UDM, because of his union and political 

acuvtty. Stephano's letter called for "the 
perpetrators of this attack [to] be publicly 
condemned.'' 

At a Militant Labor Forum held here Octo
ber 3, NUM member Jim Spaul, who works at 
the Kellingley colliery in North Yorkshire, 
explained that other messages had also been 
received from the North Staffs Miners Wives 
Action Group, formed during the 1984- 85 
miners' strike; members of the Transport and 
General Workers Union in Manchester, En
gland; members of the Amalgamated Cloth
ing and Textile Workers Union in Baltimore, 
Maryland; Saab-Scania auto workers in 
Stockholm, Sweden and many more. 

Pete Steventon, president of the Bentley 
branch of the NUM, in South Yorkshire, 
wrote informing the Thoresby NUM of a 

resolution passed by his branch in support 
of Galloway's campaign, adding that "the 
membership of the NUM does not need the 
scum and cowards who took part in this 
attack in its rank and ftle." 

Paul Galloway addressed the meeting. 
He said that in campaigning to push back 
the latest attack, he has found that a great 
many miners, both NUM and UDM, have 
been disgusted by the assault. 

"Although one UDM-led face team has 
launched a 'don't talk to Galla' campaign, 
people in ones, twos and threes still want to 
talk to me about it." Galloway thanked all 
those who have sent letters from around the 
world. 

Tony Hunt, a leader of the Communist 
Continued on page 5 



'Social struggle is alternative to crime' 
Socialist candidate Estelle DeBates answers call for more cops and prisons 
BY SUSAN SKINNER 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina - Es
telle DeBates, Socialist Workers candidate 
for vice-president, participated in a debate 
at the University of North Carolina
Greensboro (UNCG) here with representa
tives of the Democratic, Republican, and 
Libertarian parties. Sixty students were 
present. 

While other candidates discussed their 
differing degrees of support for the death 
penalty, more prisons, cops, and "rehabili
tation" programs, DeBates took the issue of 
crime head on. "First we have to look at 
what causes crime," the socialist explained. 
"Poverty does not cause crime - alienation 
does. When I visited South Africa, where 
people are living in severe poverty, crime 
(except the violence perpetrated by the 
South African government) is very low be
cause people do not feel alienated from what 
is going on in society. 

"Millions of youth and worldng people 
are part of a movement to change society. 
lbey see an alternative and have hope that 
they are part of something that will effect 
the conditions of their lives for the better. 
Here, many people feel alienated from so
ciety and that there is nothing they can do 
to change things. That is why many rum to 
drugs and crime, out of total alienation and 
hopelessness. 

"What we need is to build a massive 
social movement against police brutality 
and racism, and for jobs and a shorter work 

week, not more cops and prisons. That 
would give people a real alternative and 
reduce crime, just as it did during the civil 
rights movement." 

In response to a question about financing 
education, DeBates opposed all the schemes 
of loans, privatizing education, and tax cred
its raised by the other panelists, by pointing 
out, "Education is a right! It should be guar
anteed to every person for free for as long 
as they wish to go. Students who graduate 
from college should not be burdened with 
massive debts to the banks much like small 
farmers are. Public education is a right that 
working people fought for and won. T sup
port and encourage the student protests on 
campuses across the country against 
cutbacks in education." 

DeBates disagreed with the other speakers 
who defended "family values." "I don't agree 
that the family should take responsibility for 
the care of society's sick, elderly and unem
ployed. I think the employers, who can afford 
it,should.lbe whole family values discussion 
is a diversion by the Democrats and the Re
publicans, taking the blame for social prob
lems off the employers and the government 
and putting it on the backs of working-class 
families. ltespecially blames working women 
for the problem of crime, gangs and drugs. 

"Both Clinton's and Bush's version of the 
family leave bill, for example, establish an 
unpaid leave of absence. How many working 
families can afford to go 12 weeks without a 
paycheck? I support paid emergency leaves 

Militant/Lee Oleson 
Socialist \\brkers vice-presidential candidate Estelle DeBates at University of North 
Carolina in Chapel Hill. ' 'The socialist campaign fights for whoever is being stepped on," 
explained an 18-year-old campaign supporter at a ~t Virginia rally. 

so workers can actually take the time off." 
DeBates thanked the students and the 

program organizers for the invitation to 
speak. "What you have done here, inviting 
third parties, is very important during a time 
when we and other parties are being ruled 
off the ballot," she explained. "North Caro-

!ina has one of the most restrictive ballot 
laws in the country, so James Warren and I 
will only be write-in candidates here." 
Many students were shocked when DeBates 
told them that even write-in candidates have 
been excluded in Hawaii. 

Ballot ruling protested in Delaware 

Following the debate, many students 
flocked to congratulate DeBates and con
tinue discussions with her and with cam
paign supporters. Many signed up for more 
information. 

" I want to shake you hand. I'm so glad 
you were here tonight; you're the only one 
talking about reality! I'm a registered Dem
ocrat, but this time l'm writing in 'Warren 
and DeBates,'" said one student 

BY DAVE SANDOR 
WILMINGTON, Delaware- Support

ers of the Socialist Workers campaign and 
defenders of democratic rights continue to 
fight the state of Delaware's decision to 
exclude James Warren and Estelle DeBates 
from the November ballot. During a visit 
to Delaware September 29, DeBates re
sponded to the state's ruling at a press 
conference and at a protest meeting on the 
University of Delaware campus. 

On September I, campaign supporters 
submitted nomination petitions with 2,900 
signatures. Two weeks later Election Com
missioner Richard Harper informed Dela
ware Socialist Workers campaign chairper
son Jason Rambo that Warren and DeBates 
will not have their names on the ballot, 
claiming that 1,200 signatures were invalid 
because they were not accompanied by a 
social security number. Rambo pointed out 
that a federal law enacted in 1975 prohibits 
the use of a social security number for iden
tification purposes. 

At her press conference in front of the 
Carl>ell State Building, DeBates exposed the 
political motives behind the state's decision. 
"Delaware's restrictive ballot requirements, 

undemocratic as they are, have been met by 
supporters of our campaign," she said. "The 
state of Delaware is consciously excluding 
James Warren and me from the ballot be
cause we are the only candidates in this 
election who present a working-class and 
internationalist alternative to the Democrats 
and Republicans - t.he parties of war, rac
ism, and economic depression." 

The election commission has received Iet
tersofprotest from several prominent figures, 
including Denis Stephano, president of Oil, 
Chemical, and Atomic Workers union Local 
8-234; David Colton, professor of mathemat
ics at the University of Delaware; Sally 
Milbury-Steen, executive director of Peace 
on Earth in Wilmington; and Julius Gordon 
of Environmental Publications in Newport, 
Delaware. Gordon's letter stated in part, "this 
is grossly undemocratic behavior, and I am 
outraged that the State of Delaware should 
participate in it. I demand that you restore the 
rights of the people of this state to be repre
sented by any party they choose, regardless 
of its size or where on the political spectrum 
their views fall." 

When campaign supporters went to 
county election offices September 28, they 

Support for tniner in Britain 
Continued from Page 4 

League, explained to the meeting, "the 
bosses don't respect the right to free speech 
in the woricplace- that 's too dangerous for 
them. Given that they're talking in the press 
about the possibility of 25,000 mining jobs 
being cut in Britain, anyone- like Paul -
who stands up and speaks their mind is a 
threat." The defense of Galloway, he said, 
"is a campaign for the right of all miners, 
all workers." 

During the discussion, a miner who 
works in a Yorkshire pit explained that many 
NUM members there hate the UDM so 
much that if UDM members lose their jobs 
as a result of pit closures, they think it is a 
good thing. 

Both Galloway and Spaul responded by 
saying that taking the attitude of "once a 
scab, always a scab" will never allow work
ers to develop the unity in struggle neces
sary to defeat the bosses' attacks, especially 
in Nottinghamshire, where the UDM is the 
majority. 

Hunt pointed to the week-long strike at 
Ollerton pit last year that involved UDM 
and NUM members. They were workers 
acting on their common interests. If the 
NUMers had stopped to think about the 
"scabs" that strike wouldn't have been pos
sible. 

At the close of the meeting, participants 
gave well over £100 (US $175)in donations 
and pledges to fund the defense campaign. 

Messages of support to Paul Galloway 
can be sent to him c/o Pathfinder Books hop, 
1 Gower street, Sheffield, S4 7HA, England. 

Messages of protest against the attack on 
Galloway should be sent to: UDM Office, 
British Coal, Thoresby Colliery, Ollerton 
Road, Edwinstown, Nottinghamshire, 
NG21 9PS, England. (tel. 0632 822238) and 
to NUM Thoresby branch, c/o Keith Stan-
ley, 24 Samson Street, Kirby in Ashfield, 
Nottingham shire, NG 17 9HT, England. 
Copies of these, as well as donations to the 
Paul Galloway Defence Fund, should also 
be sent to the Pathfinder Bookshop address. 

were denied their right to examine the peti
tions on the pretext that no staff was avail
able to help them. The state is already print
ing ballots for Kent and Sussex counties. in 
spite of protests and questions about the 
legality of the petition requirements and the 
procedures used by the election commis
sion. In New Castle County, the printing of 
ballots has been delayed because of a law
suit fi led by a Republican candidate running 
for county commissioner. The state ruled the 
Republican off the ballot because he sub
mitted his declaration of candidacy six min
utes after the legal deadline. 

" I really liked your answer to my ques
tion about crime. I'm so glad you carne. I 
had a totally wrong idea of socialism. I 
thought it was like a massive welfare state," 
said another. 

"That's cool, I'll help," said another, offer
ing to come into the Socialist Workers cam
paign office the following Saturday to meet 
other Warren and DeBates supporters going 
out campaigning for the socialist alternative. 

DeBates catnpaign gets out 
to West Virginia coaltniners 
BYDAVESANDOR 

MORGANTOWN, West Virginia - So
cialist vice-presidential candidate Estelle 
DeBates toured the coal fields of West Vir
ginia the last week of September. A highlight 
of her tour was a visit to an Arch Mineral 
Company coal mine in Logan county in 
southern West Vtrginia. Miners at the Ruff
ner mine have struck the company twice in 
the last six weeks. 

On August lOth, miners at Ruffner struck 
for five days to win reinstatement of three 
fired miners. They refused a back-to-work 
order until federal marshals were brought in. 
As a result of the strike, the firings were 
reduced to suspensions. 

The miners struck again September 21 
when Arch suspended a worker for three 
days for damaging a company vehicle. The 
scoop that was being used to load coal was 
wider than the truck bed, and a chunk of 
coal had fallen and struck the hood of the 
truck. 

DeBates and Bernie Senter, Socialist 
Workers candidate for governor of West 
Vtrginia, were well received at the portal. 
One miner, referring to the September 21 
walkout, said "this is what we have to do. 
If they give us three days, we have to give 
them one day." 

Miners' resistance is fueled by increas
ingly dangerous working conditions created 
by the coal bosses' drive for profits. The 
Mine Safety and Health Administration re
ports that in 1991 there were 22 coal miners 
killed on the job in West Vi.rginia, about one 
third of the total number of mine deaths in 
the United States. 

In the first six months of this year nine of 
the 20 miners killed nationwide were work
ing in West Virginia mines. Four were killed 
March 19 in an explosion at the Consolida
tion Coal Company Blackville #I Mine in 
Monoo~~~un~~uries~alsoon~ 
rise as the bosses push for higher production 
while reducing manpower. 

In her discussions with miners, DeBates 
pointed out that the strikes at the Arch mine 
and other resistance in southern West Vir
ginia are a part of the growing opportunities 
to unite working people on an international 
scale. "Workers in all countries face the 
same conditions, as the employers drive 
forward their offensive against our rights, 
job safety and working conditions. In every 
country I have visited during my campaign, 
I have found resistance among working peo
ple," she said. 

At a campaign rally in Morgantown 
September 25, Richard Ristow, an IS-year
old student at West Virginia University in 
Morgantown, spoke. He explained why he 
supports the Warren-DeBates ticket. 
"Youth are disenfranchised and alienated. 
We are forced to bear the weight of what 
the government is leaving us, and we don't 
like what they' re leaving. We are sick of 
American politics." Ristow identified war 
and environmental destruction as key is
sues that affect the future of young people. 
He is campaigning for the socialist ticket 
because "the socialist campaign fights for 
whoever is being stepped on. It's not just 
the candidates that are attractive, it 's the 
movement and the ideas." 
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'Coal miners know about cop brutality' 
BY NELSON GONZALEZ 
AND EILEEN KOSCKAK 

PRICE, Utah - Eleanor Garcia, Social
ist Workers candidate for Governor of Utah, 
spoke September 16 before Local 2176 of 
the United Mine Workers of America union, 
which organizes coal miners at the Cotton
wood mine here. She spoke to 50 miners 
over the course of two union meetings for 
first- and second-shift workers. 

The Cottonwood mine, formerly the 
Wilberg mine, was the scene of one of the 
worst mining accidents in recent Utah his
tory. On December 19, 1984, nineteen coal 
miners and eight company personnel were 
killed in a frre at the mine. That disaster 
was caused by the greed of the Utah Power 
and Light Company, which owned the 
Wilberg Mine, and the Emery Mining 
Company, which operated it at the time of 
the frre. 

Addressing the miners, Garda, who 
works at Kennecott Copper near Salt Lake 
City and is a member of the Steelworkers 
union, described the worldwide economic 
crisis and the ruling class's drive toward war 
in lraq. 

''The same brutality that the U.S. rulers 

have shown against working people in Iraq 
and are preparing to repeat will be used 
more and more against working people at 
home," Garcfa explained. Garcia pointed to 
the recent case of a young Chicano, Stevie 
Manzanares, who was shot through the back 
of the head by a cop and nearly killed in the 
copper-mining town of Magna, near Salt 
Lake City. The shooting provoked a number 
of protest actions and meetings demanding 
prosecution of the cop. 

"Coal miners know about police brutal
ity," Garcfa pointed out. "Anyone who has 
struggled to defend themselves, who has 
fought for their rights on the picket line, 
knows about cop brutality." 

The socialist candidate added, "The only 
weapon we have to defend our rights as 
working people is our unity and our num
bers. We can only depend on action by 
ourselves and we know this from our his
toric experiences of fighting for unions and 
for our civil rights." 

Garcia cited the role of coal miners as an 
example of this for other working people, 
from their fight to democratize their union 
to recent battles at companies like Pittston, 
Decker, and Cyprus. 

Garcia explained the three demands that 
the Socialist Workers candidates are cam
paigning around to unify the working class 
internationally: shonen the work week with 
no cut in pay; enforce affrrmative action; 
and cancel the Third World debt. 

After Garda spoke, a discussion ensued. 
One miner blamed U.S. government 
"handouts" to other countries for causing 
"our" economic problems and he disagreed 
with the proposal to cancel the Third 
World debt. 

"When you fight the coal bosses you 
don't start with their problems. you start 
with what the union needs," Garcfa replied. · 
" It's the same thing on an international level. 
You have to start with what working people 
need, not the problems of the banks or the 
rich." 

At this point one of the officers said that 
what Garcfa was explaining about working
class unity was a lot like the no-scabbing 
agreement the UMWA has with Australian 
coal miners. "It 's like the suppon we've 
given to miners in South Africa." He pointed 
out that the coal bosses stick together around 
the world. "We workers need to stick to
gether," he said. 

Swedish auto workers reject bosses' 
plan to link pay to company profits 
BY BIRGITT A ISACSSON 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden - Auto work
ers at Saab-Scania voted at a crowded 
union meeting August 25 against a plan 
that would have tied the length of their 
workweek to the economic situation of the 
company. The company, which is located 
in SOdert.alje, south of Stockholm, and em
ploys more than 4,000 workers, wanted the 
workers to put in between 35 and 45 hours 
per week, depending on the state of the 
market, for 40 hours pay. The difference in 
hours would be put in a " time-bank" and 
balanced out. This would make it possible 
to force workers to put in Saturday work 
without extra pay, in effect reducing their 
wages. 

The company had hoped to use this mea
sure to get rid of 200 workers. Scania is also 
planning to eliminate some jobs through a 
"resignation-compensation," or buy-out, 
plan. Two hundred workers, picked by super
visors in different areas of the plant, are being 
offered the buy-out. Those who don't accept 
are put in a service pool, doing various main
tenance jobs. Those forced into the service 
pool receive lower wages than they had at 
their previous jobs. 

The company announced the plans to 
eliminate jobs a few days before the sched
uled summer vacation. There was no special 
union meeting to discuss it, so workers were 
left to worry about losing their jobs during 
their vacations. 

The LO, the unions' central leadership 
organization, has been taking steps back
wards over the last few years in accepting 
the demands of the SAP. The LO has 
pushed for lower wages and contracts that 
include little or no wage increase. These 
attacks on wages, together with increased 

fines for striking, changes in the work
week, and a reduction of paid sick days, 
are what working people in Sweden are 
facing today. 

Birgitta lsacsson is a member of the Metal 
Union at the Scania plant in Sodertiilje. 

lntemationalen/Lars K jellander 
Auto worker s at Saab-Scania plant during 1990 protest 

Another miner stated that socialism had 
collapsed, and he took issue with taxing 
the capitalist c lass more. He said that he 
was a capitalist because he owned a busi
ness. 

Garda explained that the capitalist class 
was a tiny handful, including those who 
owned the coal mines. not small business 
people who were also feeling the squeeze. 
"I think what she's talking about is the big 
multinational corporations and fighting 
them. Right?" piped up a young miner. 
Garcfa also encouraged miners to join the 
fight to defend Paul Galloway, a member 
of the Nation Union of Mineworkers in 
Britain who was sexually assaulted by 
thugs because of his union and political 
activities. 

Warren talks 
with miners in 
Craig, Colorado 
Continued from front page 
are beginning to emulate the miners, like 
auto workers at GM, and workers at Alaska 
Airlines. This kind of resistance is the only 
way forward." 

After the union meeting, several miners 
went to the bar next door and continued 
discussions with the socialist presidential 
candidate. Two strike leaders and their 
wives spent a couple of hours talking to 
Warren and introduced him to other miners 
and friends. 

Mike Sanchez, 38, had 15 years of service 
at the mine when the strike started and is 
back at work now. He works a second job. 
pan time, as a meat-cutter, but he refuses to 
work overtime at the mine. "They ask me," 
he says, "but I figure I would be taking my 
brother 's job as long as guys are laid off." 
At one point Sanchez took copies of the 
socialist campaign brochure around to other 
people in the bar and invited them to meet 
the candidate. 

Delben Archuleta, vice-president of 
Local 1799, was the central day-to-day 
leader of the strike, according to other union 
members. He told Warren how proud he had 
been to march with other coal miners at the 
last Solidarity Day labor demonstration in 
Washington. 

"I think it is going to take this whole 
country going on strike to turn things 
around," Archuleta said. He has not been 
called back to the mine. 

Becky Sanchez and Jean Archuleta are 
both daughters of railroad workers, and both 
were active in the Women 's Auxiliary dur
ing the strike. Sanchez said she had never 
thought of herself as a leader, but that she 
had pitched in and had been surprised when 
she was elected to help head up the Auxil
iary. 

During his visit here Warren was also 
interviewed by the local Daily Press. 'The day following the August 25 union 

meeting, Scania announced its intention to 
fire 500 production and 50 office workers, 
on grounds that the union had rejected the 
ovenime proposal. This will add 550 more 
to the 4,000 workers already unemployed in 
S&ienlilje. 

Solidarity needed for striking USAir workers 
Unemployment figures are rising dra

matically in Sweden. Over the last year 
unemployment has gone up 0.9 percent in 
Europe and 2.4 percent in Sweden. The 
overall unemployment rate in Sweden is 7 
percent, and it is higher in many industries: 
20.1 percent in construction, 18.3 percent 
in garment, and 13.9 percent in mining. 
Over the years, many workers from Nor
way, Finland, and Denmark have been 
hired at Scania. Today the unemployment 
figure in those countries ranges from lO to 
15 percent. 

Since 1980 the employers' organization, 
known as SAP, has been pushing to get rid 
of central contracts that cover large groups 
of workers. They want to impose local con
tracts, and eventually contracts with individ
ual workers. 

At the August 25 union meeting the 
Scania workers decided to accept a local 
contract, with a part of the salary dependent 
on individual job performance. The union 
officials made a tremendous effon to get the 
decision through. Many workers wanted to 
postpone the vote to have some time to think 
about its implications. 
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Continued from front page 
March, 1989, and ended in the collapse of 
Eastern Airlines and the defeat of the at
tempts by Frank Lorenzo [former Eastern 
president] and his predecessor to break the 
union, was also discussed at union meetings 
leading up to this strike in Baltimore. One 
worker said that "we could have saved jobs 
at Eastern if the whole lAM had ·gone out." 
Another worker at the same meeting, refer
ring to the concession demands being made 
by Alaska Airlines, said, "If we accept con
cessions, what the workers at Alaska Air
lines are faci ng now is what we will face in 
the future." 

In Baltimore, the union estimated that 
only 17 of USAir 's 87 scheduled flights 
would get off the ground on the frrst day of 
the strike. Also bolstering the mood on the 
picket line was the news that the Association 
of Flight Attendants (AFA) would honor the 
picket lines. Gail Lawson, president of AFA 
Local 7 in Baltimore, said that honoring the 
pickets was "elementary union solidarity" 
and that an lAM victory would help the APA 
in its negotiations. 

As in other places, the size of the picket 

line is mandated by injunction to not exceed 
eight people at a time. Neverthe less, striking 
workeJ;S and supponers, in addition to the 
workers carrying picket signs. stayed on the 
picket line to express their suppon, includ
ing lAM-organized workers who came by 
from United Airlines and Nonhwest. A 
member of the United Auto Workers union 
(UAW) called the local union office the day 
before to say that if lAM was on strike, he'd 
cancel his USAir tickets. 

Workers on the picket line at New \brk-La 
Guardia Airport Monday morning also 
stressed that the main issue was jobs. USAir 
claims that it is getting 60 percent of its flights 
off the ground, but workers on the picket line 
at La Guardia "consider this a joke. The 
terminal here is like a ghost town," said Nancy 
Rosenstock, a member of another lAM local 
here who was on the picket line. 

In Greensboro and Winston-Salem, 
Nonh Carolina, workers began coming off 
the job at about 7:00 Monday morning, and 
were joined by others who came to picket 
when word of the strike got out. There were 
100 on the line in Winston-Salem, and an
other 20 or so at the terminal in Greensboro. 

The lines were very spirited, according to 
Nancy Brown, a former Eastern striker who 
was on the picket lines with the USAir 
workers. Many of the strikers commented 
that they refused to accept company de
mands on medical care and pensions. 

In a meeting of the lAM local that repre
sents I ,500 workers in Greensboro and Win
ston-Salem prior to the strike, Tim, a USAir 
mechanic, commented, "USAir is going the 
same route as Eastern. A lot of us can see 
now what the Eastern workers went through. 
and why they had to do it." 

In the past several years USAir has suf
fered huge losses. It has claimed it could not 
continue to operate unless its employees 
agreed to some $400 million in concessions, 
which they say would return the company 
to profitability. In addition US Air has estab
lished an alliance with British Air in an 
attempt to remain competitive with the "Big 
Three"- American, United, and Delta 
all of which oppose the alliance, fearing a 
global competitor and citing "foreign" in
fluence in a U.S. company. 

USAir pilots. rer ented by the Air 
( .inued on Page 12 



INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO WIN NEW READERS 

Coverage of workers' battles 
appeals to Machinist delegates 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

This issue of the Militant begins 
a six-week drive to win new sub
scribers as part of the international 
circulation campaign. 

The subscription drive, which 
runs from October lO through No
vember 21, will build on the valu
able political discussions and sales 
experiences of the three-week sin
gle issue sales campaign that ends 
October 9. Many of the thousands 
of workers and youth who bought 
copies of the Militant during this 
time can be convinced to sign up as 
regular subscribers to the paper. 

The Militant continues to receive 
a positive response from unionists 
discussing how to most effectively 
fight back against employer and 
government attacks on working 
people's standard of living and 
democratic rights. 

At the recent convention of the 
International Association of Ma
chinists (lAM) held in Montreal, 
many participants bought the Mili
tant because of its coverage of the 
lAM fight against Alaska Airlines. 
Delegates were also interested in 
the struggles of Canadian workers 
reported in the paper. 

A delegate stopped by the table 
one day after purchasing a paper to 
let Militant distributors know, "I 
read that paper and I think it's very 
well written. You're doing a good 
job." Another delegate explained, 

Subscription 
dr ive goals 

Militant PM 
City goals goals 
UnHed States 
Atlanta 65 5 
Baltimore 75 6 
Birmingham 65 3 
Boston* 90 25 
Chicago* 90 23 
Cincinnati 25 5 
Cleveland 60 6 
Des Moines 80 16 
Detroit 75 6 
Greensboro 65 5 
Houston 65 13 
Los Angeles 125 75 
Miami 75 20 
Morgantown 50 2 
New Haven 15 1 
New Vorl< City* 175 67 
Newarl< 125 35 
Philadelphia 75 13 
Pittsburgh 70 3 
Portland 12 1 
Salt Lake City 65 13 
San Francisco 80 3 
Seattle 95 23 
St. Louis 80 3 
Twin Cities 85 13 
Washington D.C.· 75 13 
Austnllll 25 6 
Blrtlados 6 0 
Belgium* 6 2 
BrHIIn 
London• 55 6 
Manchester 35 2 
Sheffield 35 3 
Clnada 
Montreal 50 20 
Toronto• 60 20 
Vancouver 60 10 
France 3 2 
Iceland 15 1 
Mexico 1 5 
New Zealand 
Auckland 40 3 
Christchurch 25 1 
Wellington 35 1 
Puerto Rico* 2 5 
Sweden 40 15 
TOTAL 2,450 500 

U.S. Unions 
ACTWU 48 26 
lAM 110 42 
ILGWU 32 9 
OCAW - 20 
UFCW - 15 
UMWA 13 
USWA 90 30 
UTU 45 15 
Sweden Unions 
Metal Workers 7 2 
Food Worl<ers 3 1 
*Goals proposed by Militant 

Militant/John Elis 
Socialist campaign table set up at Haiti protest action in New York City 
September 29, attr acted a lot of interest. 

"I've got a year's subscription to 
the paper but I keep running into 
you guys wherever I go with the 
new issue. And I end up buying it 
too." Delegates and guests pur
chased 85 copies of the Militant and 
7 subscriptions during the first 
week of convention sessions. 

Response from unionists 
The Militant was also welcomed 

by many USAir mechanics organ
ized by the lAM who held sizeable 
strike-vote meetings in cities 
around the United States. In Pitts
burgh, USAir workers bought 25 
copies of the paper between two 
different meetings and were eager 
to discuss their views with the Mil
itant salespeople. 

"(The company] took the guts 
out of the contract and just gave us 
the cover," commented an lAM 
member in his early 30s who has 
worked seven years on the job. 
"Maybe we have to give up some
thing, but this is outrageous." An 
older worker with 24 years on the 
job explained, "For me, it means 
just a little bit of a pay cut. But for 
the new guys, everything we fought 
for will be gone." Supporters in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, sold 
14 papers at a similar meeting. 

In Philadelphia, thousands of 
members of the American Federa
tion of State, County, and Munici
pal Employees (AFSCME) em
ployed by the city have been dis
cussing bow to fight back against 
the concessionary contract imposed 
upon them by Democratic mayor 
Edward Rendell. The Militant is 
very much a part of this discussion. 
During the past two weeks 
AFSCME members have bought 
29 papers and a subscription. 

At a sale at one waste treatment 
plant, workers bought lO papers 
and enthusiastically took the Penn
sylvania Socialist Workers cam
paign statement solidarizing with 
their fight. One unionist also took 
leaflets into the plant for the up
coming Militant Labor Forum. An
other AFSCME member who re
cently subscribed to the Militant 
has been actively campaigning for 
the Socialist Workers candidates in 
her community and at her church. 

Sales at Haiti protest 
In New Yor k City, socialist cam

paigners participated in the Sep
tember 29 march and rally of some 
12,000 Haitians and their support
ers who were protesting continued 
military repression on that island 
and supporting ousted president 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. A Path
finder literature table with a huge 
socialist campaign display was set 

up for seven hours at the rally site 
near the United Nations and at
tracted a lot of attention. 

The U.S. elections were a topic 
of discussion among the Haitian 
demonstrators. While some orga
nizers of the action were actively 
promoting Democratic presidential 
candidate William Clinton, many 
of the rally participants were inter
ested in reading the socialist cam
paign newspaper, the Militant, and 
learning more about the views of 
socialist presidential candidate 
James Warren. Supporters sold 93 
Militants, 13 copies of Nouvelle ln
ternationale, and a total of $250 in 
Pathfinder literature. Many were 
eager to read the paper after learn
ing that Warren was running an in
ternational campaign and had re
cently visited Grenada as part of a 
tour of the Caribbean. 

Militant supporters in New 
Haven, Connecticut, have been 
actively campaigning along with 
several high school students first 
introduced to the socialist alterna
tive through James Warren's recent 
tour of the area. One student is 
setting up a meeting at her high 
school for a socialist candidate. 
Two others came to a recent class 
organized by Militant supporters on 
the Communist Manifesto. New 
Haven supporters have been selling 
papers at a wide variety of political 
events - 6 at a demonstration pro
testing U.S. war moves against 
Iraq, and 4 at a campaign rally for 
Hillary Clinton. 

Supporters in Sweden report 
their best day yet at a Saturday 
campaign table set up at a busy 
shopping area in downtown Stock
holm. The sales team sold 22 pa
pers, mostly to young people, sev
eral books by Malcolm X, and 
signed up two new members of the 
Pathfinder Readers Club. One man 
donated $8 after reading a state
men~ by the Communist League of 
Sweden demanding asylum for Yu
goslav refugees. 

This week theM ilitant is printing 
the subscription goals adopted by 
supporters around the world. Next 
week's issue will report on the re
sults of the final week of the single 
issue sales drive. Sales figures for 
this chart must be phoned or faxed 
into the Militant business office by 
Saturday, October 10, at 12:00 
noon EST. 

The Militant dated October 30 
will print results from the frrst week 
of the subscription campaign. 
These figures will be tabulated 
based on subscriptions on hand in 
the business office as of each Friday 
at 12:00 noon starting October 16. 

SINGLE ISSUE SALES 
Goal: 3,200 copies per week 

The Militant "'"'*"" ... ....... lllllatielll 

Weekly sJ•If• capt• WteklysiRgli 
cop I" 

l lnew..U 

UNITED STATES SOLO %SOLD SOLD IOAL SOLD I OAL 
Santa Crui 11 8 138% 0 1 0 4 
Birmingham, Al 98 85 115% 0 2 0 35' 
.Atlanta 103 90 114% 2 3 1 3o 
Chicago 114 100 114% 1 5 3 45 
StLouis 132 120 110% 0 3 3 35 
DetrOit 85 80 106% 0 2 2 35 
Houston 83 80 104% 2 10 2 30 
New 'fork 255 250 102% 3 15 21 90 
Greensboro, NC 106 105 101% 0 3 4 30 
New HaVeo1 CT 15 15' 100o/o '1 1 0 6 
Pittsburgh 80 80 100% 0 1 3 35 
Mo~wn.WV 80 80 ·100% 0 1 3 30 
CleVe~ 103 105 98% 0 '3 0 40 
Cincinnati* 35 40 88% 0 1 0 5 
Los Angeles· 130 150 87% 26 25 5 70 
Salt l:..al<e City, UT 72 85 85% 5 5 1 20 
Washington DC 70 85 82% 2 6 1 35 
Tylin Cities, MN 98 125 78% 1 5 0 30 
Philadelphia 86 110 78% 0 5 0 35 
Baltimore 75 105 71% 2 3 0 25 
Newarl<, NJ 96 155 62% 0 10 3 65' 
Seattle 58 95 61% 2 8 0 35 
San Francisco 61 100 61% 7 5 2 60 
Miami 56 95 59% 4 7 3 40 
Boston 57 130 44% 3 5 0 45 
Des Moines, lA 28 105 27% 2 8 0 40 
Portland, OR 0 12 0% 0 1 0 10 
U.S. TOTAL 2,187 2,590 84% 62 143 57 .. 960 

BRITAIM 
Loo(!on 61 75 81% 2 2 2 40 
Sheffield 25 40 63% 0 1 0 20 
Manchester 33 60 55% 0 1 0 30 
BRITAIN TOTAL 119 175 68% 2 4 2 90 

CANADA 
Vancouver 94 80 118% 3 3 3 20 
Mc;mtreal 83 80 104% 5 7 2 70 
Toronto 93 90 103% 5 7 2 45 
CANADA TOTAL 270 250 108% 13 17 7 135 

NEW ZEALAND 
Wellington 42 
Christchu~ 31 
Auckland 35 
N.Z. TOTAL 108 

IN THE UNIONS 
Union MilitantJPM 

NEW 
INTERNATIONAL 

SOLD 1011. %SOLD SOlD 80AI. 

lAM 211 80 264% 0 42 
UMWA 16 20 80% 0 0 

UFCW 20 25 80% 0 15 
ACTWU 23 32 72% 0 26 

USWA 63 90 70% 0 30 
DCAW 17 25 68% 0 20 
UAW 29 50 58% 1 0 

UTU 23 45 51% 0 0 

ILGWU 9 18 50% 0 9 

TOTAL 41 1 385 107% 1 142 
AClWU - Amalgamated Clothing and Tedile Wortlers Union; lAM - International 
Association of Machinists; ILGWU - International ladies' Garment Workers' Union; OCAW 
-Oil, Chemial and Atomic Wortlers; UAW-United Auto Workers; UFCW- United Food 
and Commercial Workers; UMWA - United Mine Workers d America; USWA- United 
Steelwortlers of America; UTU - United Transportation Union 
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European rulers reel from currency crisis 
BY FRANK FORREST AL 

Still reeling from the recent currency cri
sis, capitalist govenunents throughout Eu
rope are scrambling to patch together what 
is left of the European Monetary System, 
with pressw-e building in some of the weak
est imperialist countries - Ireland, Portu
gal and Spain- for another round of cur
rency devaluations. 

Across Europe most stock markets fell 
sharply. "Currency j itters and economic 
gloom continued to depress stock ma.rlcets 
this week. Stockholm plunged 11.1 percent, 
leaving it down by 35 percent since May. 
Madrid fell by 6. 7 percent and Frankfurt 
ended the week 4.8 percent lower," reported 
the British Economist. 

The combined impact of a weak dollar 
and a strong mark continues to wreak havoc 
on the currencies of the weaker imperialist 
countries. European governments have 
placed blame at both the U.S. and German 
doorsteps. "Interest rates in Germany are too 
high, and U.S. rates are too low," said 
Spain's finance minister, Carlos Solchaga. 
Because of this, he said, "'The system is 
almost absolutely broken." Madrid is under 
intense pressw-e at home, with an official 
unemployment rate of 17 percent. 

German cbanceUor Helmut Kohl (left) and British prime minister John Major 

Tensions between European governments 
were ratcheted up as more vocal opposition 
to the domination of the German mark was 
heard across Europe. "There is a growing 
concern among Germany's neighbors that 
the Goliath is there and that what they didn't 
accomplish during the war they'll do eco
nomically," said the head of the U.S. Cham
ber of Commerce in Frankfurt. 

United States ver sus Europe 
Part of the growing political and eco

nomic tensions is the brewing multibillion
dollar trade war between the United States 
and the European Community. This reached 
a boil last week as negotiations in GATI -
the international body that governs most 
world trade -reached an impasse over sev
eral ongoing agricultural subsidy disputes. 
"US, EC [European Community) on brink 
of trade war as tallcs stall," blared the front 
page of the U.S. paper Journal of Com
merce. October 1. 

'1lle United States is rekindling the trade 
war," wrote the French daily Le Montie. 
"Europe is a veritable agricultural exporting 
power that the United States stiJl has diffi
culty in accepting." 

Meanwhile, the governments of Ireland, 
Portugal, and Spain introduced protectionist 
foreign exchange controls to prevent invest
ors from exchanging these currencies for 
German marks and to hinder heavy specu
lative selling. "Europe's battered unity 
would face a severe setback if such action 
spreads, or the reimposed capital controls 
tum out to be more than temporary," the 
Wall Street Journal remarked. 

There are strong signals that Italy, too, will 
have no choice but to follow this route. Such 
currency controls are a blow to the European 
Community's program to dismantle protec
tionist barriers and create a big internal Euro
pean market by the end of this year. 

To ward off further runs against its cur
rency, Rome was rumored to be consider-

ing a freeze on bank deposits, a threat that 
led to a sharp increase in deposit with
drawals. Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 
was forced to issue a formal denial. Italy's 
currency, the lira, continues to slide after 
a 7 percent devaluation September 12. The 
lira has been devalued 13 percent since 
September I I . 

In response, hundreds of thousands of 
workers in Italy have demonstrated against 
the $76 billion austerity package in the biggest 
antigovernment protests in two decades. 

"The Swedish economy will move deeper 
into recession over the next few months as 
private consumption sinks, production falls, 
unemployment grows and the budget gap 
widens, economists at Sweden's leading 
banking group, Skandinaviska Enskilda 
Banken, forecast," said the Wall Street Jour
nal. 

Europe's major central banks lost be
tween $4 billion and $6 billion in their 
attempt to prop up weaker currencies, an 
amount equal to "about 10 percent of the 
allies' cost of fighting the Persian Gulf War," 
according to the Journal. British, French, 
Italian, Spanish, and Swedish central banks 
spent roughly $ 100 billion trying to prop up 
their respective currencies, and Germany 
shelled out another $50 billion, which even
tually must be paid back. 

The central banks lost the lion's share of 
their money propping up the pound and lira, 
which were both later devalued The traders, 
investors, and banks that sold the declining 
currencies m~de a handsome profit. 

"Bank analysts are predicting that the 
trading operations of big money center 
banks- such as Bankers Trust New York 
Corp. and Citicorp- should report superb 
results for the third quarter," reports the 
Journal. "One market rumor has Citicorp 's 
traders making a cool $200 million in just 
one week last month from Europe's cur
rency turmoil." 

Two-speed Europe? 
In a rare show of unity, London, Paris and 

Bonn attempted last week to mend the grow
ing acrimonious rifts between themselves 
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and to muffle talk about a "two-speed" Eu
ropean Monetary System. Bonn and Paris 
have both denied newspaper reports of plans 
to jettison the 12-nation European Commu
nity in favor of a scaled-down version of the 
EC- a "mini-Europe" - that would in
clude Germany, France, Belgium, Luxem
bourg and the Netherlands. 

The blind laws of the market, however, are 
pushing precisely in the direction of what is 
being called a "hard-core"ofEC nations. Cap
italist investors are moving their capital into 
"hard-core" currencies: the German mark, the 
French franc, the Dutch guilder, and the Bel
gian and Luxembourg franc. 

"We are going through a very strong 
transformation," remarked one French in
vestment banker. "For the past three years, 
everyone concentrated on [European eco
nomic] convergence. But convergence has 
exploded." 

Ruling-class figw-es openly talk about 
heading to a two- or three-speed economic 
system, in which stronger capitalist coun
tries lead the weaker ones that are hanging 
on by their fingernails. While publicly dis
missing the idea of a "two-speed" Europe, 
German finance minister Theo Waigel has 
talked about the emergence of "a Europe of 
concentric circles" revolving around the 
German mark. 

After pulling out of the European Mone
tary System on " Black Wednesday," Sep
tember 16, Britain's news media has waged 
a propaganda campaign against Bonn for 
failing to prop up the pound with the same 
vigor it showed in late September in support 
of the franc. Britain was forced to pull its 
currency out of the European Exchange 
Rate Mechanism. 

To head off criticism, Bonn asserted that 
it had spent $30 billion supporting the pound 
and lira in mid-September. Since early Sep
tember, the German mark has risen 11 per
cent against the pound. For now, Britain has 
ruled out re-entering the European Mone
tary System. If Britain does re-enter, the 
decision is more likely to be made in Bonn 
than London. British prime minister John 
Major's approval rating according to the 
latest British polls is 34 percent, the lowest 
since he took office in I 990. 

Anti-German propaganda in Britain 
German-British relations, once dubbed 

the "quiet alliance," have hit bottom, with 
bart>s flying in both directions. The British 
tabloids have loosed a torrent of anti-Ger
man news stories with headlines such as 
"Bundesbank says British mistakes sank the 
pound," "Hauled over the Kohl," and "Up 
Yours Kohl!" referring to German chancel
lor Helmut Kohl. 

Major has called for an end to the "war 
of words" between the two countries. The 
British prime minister faces a potential split 
over Europe in his cabinet and in the gov
erning Conservative party. 

1be impact of German unification has 
heightened political and economic strains 
between the two countries. Similar tensions 
and conflicts exist throughout Europe. Ger
many has been borrowing heavily to finance 
huge transfers of funds to the former East 
Germany. Those transfers are expected to 
total about $ 130 billion this year, or 6 per
cent of German gross national product. This 
comes on top of the $70 billion already sent 
by Germany to the former Soviet Union. 

A recent study by two Germany research 
bureaus found that, despite the $200 billion 

that Bonn has pumped into the east since 
1980, the eastern economy remains in "deep 
crisis." 

Germany has raised its lending rates to 
the highest level since World War ll to 
finance the reconstruction of eastern Eu
rope, and income taxes raised 25 percent 
last year. Nearly one-third of eastern 
Germany's work force is without perma
nent work, and unemployment, estimated at 
around 40 percent, is spreading as the gov
ernment shuts down more plants. The Ger
man government has refused to lower its 
interest rates despite high unemployment in 
Germany and deepening recessions in some 
neighboring countries. 

Social and economic crisis of Germany 
Perhaps the biggest question in Europe is 

the social and economic crisis in Germany 
itself. The recent devaluation of the pound, 
lira, and peseta have already affected 25 
percent of Germany's trade. If France were 
forced into a devaluation, one half of 
Germany's exports would become less 
competitive against Bonn's imperialist ri
vals. 

Another round of devaluations by one or 
more of the weaker imperialist countries 
would deal a harsh blow to Germany 's ex
port-dependent economy. Germany's west
em European neighbors account for nearly 
60 percent of its exports. 

This is the main reason that the German 
central bank drew the line at the franc, 
refusing to support weaker imperialist cur
rencies such as the pound and lira. "Altru
ism had nothing to do with the rescue," an 
article in Business Week commented. "A 
franc devaluation would have ripped apart 
the European system of managed exchange 
rates and likely set off a spiral of devalua
tions around Europe." 

The massive buying of currencies by the 
German central bank has caused a foreign 
currency pile-up in Germany's official re
serves, which has led to a 9 percent increase 
in Germany's money supply and the threat 
of rising inflation. With interest rates high 
for the foreseeable future, Germany will 
continue to attempt to fmance its bailout of 
eastern Germany on the backs of its Euro
pean neighbors. 

Meanwhile, opposition to the Maastricht 
Treaty on European union is growing in 
Germany. "Ever since unification, many 
say, ' Why do we need the Greeks and Por
tuguese? We have enough to worry about 
with East Germany,' a German member of 
Parliament said. A recent poll showed that 
'if an election were held now, the Kohl 

Continued on page 13 

-CALENDAR 
MINNESOTA 
St. Pa ul 
A Day of Socialist Education and Campaign
ing. Class: Socialism and the Figbt Against 
Racism Thday. Speaker: Chris Nisan, Socialist 
Workers candidate for U.S. Congress. 5th Dis
trict. I 0:00a.m. Street Rally at Comer of Lagoon 
and Hennepin. Buffet dinner, 2 p.m; campaign 
rally, 5 p.m. Speaker: Estelle DeBates, Socialist 
Workers candidate for U.S. vice-president, 7 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 24. Class, dinner and rally at 508 N 
Snelling Ave. Donation: $10. Tel: (612) 644-
6325. 

NEW YORK 
Manh attan 
The Cuban Revolution Today: Cuba and 
South Arr ica - The Role of Internationa l 
Solida rity. Class, Thurs., Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 191 
7th Ave. Tel: (212) 727-8421. Translation to 
Spanish. 

OHIO 
Cleveland 
Debate Between Representatives of Presiden
tial Campaigns. Speakers: Representatives of 
BiJI Clinton, Democrat: George Bush, Republi
can; James Warren, Socialist Workers; Andre 
Marrou, Libertarian. Wed., Oct 14, noon - 2 p.m. 
Cleveland State University, University Center 
Auditorium. Sponsored by: CSU Student Gov
ernment, Campus Activities Board, The Caul
dron. The Vindicator. 

• 
NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Communist Manifesto Thday and the Road 
Forward for \\brking People. Class series. 
Wed., Oct. 14, 7 p.m. La Gonda Arcade. 203 
Karangahape Rd. Tel: (9) 379-3075. 



Book documents health 
and environmental 
devastation of USSR 
Ecocide in the USSR: Health and Nature 
Under Siege, By Murray Feshbach and Al
fred Friendly, Jr. 376 pp. New York: Basic 
Books, 1992. $24. 

BY JON HILLSON 
The word "ecocide" means the annihila

tion of the environment and the species it 
sustains. That process is unfolding in the 
territory that once made up the largest coun
try in the world, the Soviet Union. 

IN REVIEW 
Under the gross, systematic mismanage

ment of privileged Communist Party bu
reaucrats, state functionaries, the military 
brass, and their economic "planners," the 
rich soil and crystal waters of the USSR 
were increasingly transformed into a gigan
tic toxic waste runoff for failed agricultural 
and industrial "development" schemes. 

The index of these blunders - in poi
soned air, water and land, cancer, respiratory 
diseases and other work-related illnesses, 
rising infant and adult mortality, and the 
general collapse of the most basic medical 
services -is the grim centerpiece of the 
recently published Ecocide in the USSR by 
Murray Feshbach and Alfred Friendly, Jr. 

Their environmental portrait of the USSR 
(the book was written prior to the breakup 
of the Soviet Union) is an unrelenting nar
rative of the results of a system that literally 
began to devour the land and the working 
people who occupy it 

• 70 million of 190 million citizens of 
the former USSR living in 103 cities are "in 
danger" of respiratory diseases, with pollu
tion levels a minimum of 500 percent 
greater than what is considered safe. 

• 75 percent of the former USSR's sur
face water is polluted. 

• Nearly half of all cultivated land is 
"seriously imperiled" by ill-conceived irri
gation and massive doses of pesticide. 
Deadly DDT pervades some 25 million 
acres of the former USSR. 

Pesticides, according to Latvian ecolo
gists, kill 14,000 people and induce illness 
in an additional 700,000 people every year. 
Pesticide contamination currently affects 
42 percent of all baby food and 30 percent 
of all food. 

• Untreated industrial, agricultural, and 
human waste "threaten to kill" the Sea of 
Azov, the Black Sea, and the Caspian Sea, 
and have turned the major arteries of the 
Volga. Dnieper, and Don Rivers "into open 
sewers." 

• Chemical defoliants for cotton produc-

tion have dried up the rivers that used to 
sustain the Aral Sea, once the fourth largest 
lake in the world, which has lost 75 percent 
of its size. Nursing mothers who drink from 
the Aral Sea water supply run "the risk of 
poisoning" their infants. 

• Residents of Magnjtogorsk, a Russian 
city of 223,000 on the border of Kazakhstan 
and site of the world's largest steelmaking 
complex, have belched out at them 20 tons 
per capita, per year of atmospheric pollu
tants. This figure is considered "unexcep
tional by Soviet industrial standards." 

More than one third of all Magnitogorsk 
adults and two thirds of children under 14 
suffer from respiratory diseases; 41 percent 
of infants are born with "one or another 
pathology." 

Birth defects in Magnitogorsk have dou
bled since 1980. The number of medical 
personnel in the city, barely 50 percent of 
the required norm, is falling. 

The combined effects on the immune sys
tem of such pollution, along with inadequate 
diet and medical services. have so deterio
rated health standards that fewer than half 
of draft-age Soviet youth were deemed "fit 
for duty" in 1990. 

In 1988, 53 percent of all Soviet school 
children were considered in "poor health." 
At most, 25 percent of high school graduates 
were considered "truly healthy." By 1991 , 
some Soviet economists stated that every 
fourth adult and every sixth child in the 
USSR was "chronically ill." 

Life expectancy for Soviet men in 1989 
was 63.8 years, a drop of more than two 
years from 66.1 years in 1964- 65. 

Infant mortality in the USSR rose from 
22.9 deaths per thousand in 1971 to 25.4 per 
thousand in 1987 - the same as Malaysia 
and East Harlem. 

A Soviet male who reached his 50th birth
day in 1939 had a better chance of living a 
long life than a 50-year-old man in 1985. 

Central Asian republics hurt more 

These fmdings are based on Soviet 
sources, which traditionally underestimate 
the negative. Such statistics also conceal the 
reality of national oppression by the old 
Moscow-dominated regime of the former 
non-Slavic republics. 

In 1987, for example, respiratory and in
testinal tract diseases. respectively, killed 
infants three and five times more often in 
Central Asia than in the USSR. 

In 1988, death at childbirth occurred in 
Tajikistan at 1.6 times the national average; 
Uzbekistan, 1.7 times; and Thrkmenistan, 
2.6 times. Even though Kyrghyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 
accounted for 12 percent of the USSR's 
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population they num
bered 39 percent of the 
infant deaths in the So
viet Union. 

Of Takjikistan 's 325 
hospitals, 240 had 
plumbing only for op
erating rooms. And in 
rural areas, 80 percent 
of health care facilities 
bad no hot water at all. 

According to a 1987 
survey, infant deaths 
from infectious and par
asitic diseases were 27 
times higher in the 
USSR than in France; 
for respiratory diseases, 
55 times greater. 

Given the facts of na
tional oppression, the ra-

Searching through garbage in Soviet dump. Seventy million 
citizens of the former USSR are ' 'in danger" of respiratory 
diseases. 

tios for such diseases were even higher in the 
Central Asia republics. So-called all-union 
statistics hide, as authors Feshbach and 
Friendly note, the "enormous discrepancy in 
the USSR itself' between the European and 
Central Asia republics and nationalities. 

Ecocide in the USSR correctly places the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant explo
sion and meltdown in the context of the 
long-term fiasco of environmental standards 
in the USSR - an "accident" bound and 
waiting to happen. 

Co-authors Feshbach and Friendly, how
ever, repeat the discredited claim that the 
Soviet leadership of Mikhail Gorbachev 
acted commendably in response to the Cher
nobyl crisis. 

They approvingly quote a U.S. observer 
of the Soviet Union that Gorbachev "real
ized he had been misled by local officials'' 
on the scope of the Chernobyl blast, and 
would now "move farther and faster" to 
rectify the matter. 

Ecology activists, scientists, and parlia
mentarians in Ukraine, Belarus, and else
where have long asserted the opposite. The 
central government, they state, engaged in 
nothing more than "damage control" of the 
crisis. 

Place of the Russian revolution 

Feshbach, a professor of demography at 
Georgetown University and a former top 
NATO advisor, and Friendly, Newsweek's 
former Moscow bureau chief who has writ
ten for the World Bank, claim the pillage of 
nature and the environment in the USSR is 
rooted in the foundation of the Soviet gov
ernment born out of the October 1917 Rus
sian revolution. and its initial policies. 

The new regime, led by V. l. Lenin, came 
to power as the result of a titanic struggle 
waged by millions of workers and peasants 
throughout the crumbling imperialist em
pire of the Czars. 

This workers and peasants republic up
rooted landlordism and expropriated the cap
italist ruling class. This laid the basis for 
beginning to organize and plan the economy 
and to the industrial and agricultural devel
opment of the union of Soviet republics. 

The rising power of a privileged layer in 
Soviet society and the Communist Party 
began to attack the democratic achieve
ments and social advances of the world's 
first workers ' state in the 1920s. The politi
cal champion of this conservative-minded, 
middle-class strata was Joseph Stalin. 

Despite their view that subsequent reac
tionary Stalinist policies grew out of the 
revolutionary practices of the Bolshevik 
government, Feshbach and Friendly are 
compelled to note Lenin's proposals to save 
forests near Moscow, and the communist 
leader 's support 'for nature preserves on the 
Volga River, a project to which Lenin at
tached " urgent significance." 

In fact, the Bolsheviks went further than 
Feshbach and Friendly admit. In early 1919. 
in the wake of enormous carnage wrought 
by imperialist invasion and civil war, the 
recently named Communist Party adopted 
its new program, which dealt with environ
mental questions under the heading of "Pub
lic Health." 

Among its provisions were " improved 

sanitation in populated areas (protection of 
soil , water, and air) ... adopting measures 
to prevent the outbreak and spread of infec
tious diseases .. . introducing legislation on 
sanitation . . . (and a guarantee of] free, 
qualified medical care to all." 

Break with Bolshevik policies 

To consolidate its rule, the emerging, 
Stalin-led caste gutted the revolutionary 
policies of the Russian revolution. 

In the absence of any restraint exercised 
by workers and farmers, middle-class tech
nocrats and "planners" mapped out fantastic 
schemes for rapid development. 

Innovation of mammoth projects churned 
out by the Stalinist bureaucracy was governed 
by the slogan of the day: " We cannot expect 
charity from nature, we must tear it from her." 

By aping capitalist methods of develop
ment, the Stalinist bureaucracy appeared to 
achieve results, as new industrial, mining 
and agricultural complexes arose where 
none had previously existed. Such top
down planning was continued by Stalin 's 
heirs and pupils, from Krushchev to Brezh
nev and Gorbachev. 

These bureaucrats al l sought to maintain 
the depoliticized, demoralized condition 
originally imposed on working people by 
the Stalinist tyranny through cop terror. 
Giant development drives were hyped by 
the domestic and international big-lie appa
ratus of the Communist Party. 

But behind this facade, everything from 
the construction of power plants and steel 
mills without consideration of polluting 
contaminants, to the wanton use of pristine 
waters for chemical drainage, accumulated 
in devastating impact. 

In a 1989 confession that would make a 
capitalist polluter blush, a ranking Soviet 
government official stated. " We treated the 
land without mercy." 

Massive amount needed for repair 

The authors of Ecocide in the USSR es
timate a sufficient environmental clean-up 
of the lands of the old USSR, along with 
appropriate anti-pollution technology. 
would cost $1.5 tri llion in 1982 U.S. dollars. 

The figures bandied about by imperialist 
governments and banks for " aid" to Russia 
alone amount to a drop in the bucket along
side this staggering amount. 

Feshbach and Friendly hope "a market 
framework" can restore environmental in
tegrity to degraded resources, land, water, 
and health services. 

But the "market system" - capitalism's 
insatiable drive for proft- has brought 
working people environmental destruction, 
from the wreckage of the tropical rain forests 
and ozone depletion to the toxic waste havoc 
of Love Canal in upstate New York, the Union 
Carbide chemical massacre in Bhopal, India, 
and the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska. 

Only when working people become the 
real, direct, day-to-day administrators of 
these potential riches - of industry, econ
omy and society - will the threat of the 
ultimate ruin of the environment, and the 
human beings who inhabit it, be eliminated. 
This is true not only in the former USSR, 
but throughout the world. 

This is the answer to ecocide. 
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Anger at Minneapolis police crackdown 
BY MAREA HIMELGRIN 

MINNEAPOLIS- Resistance is mount
ing here to a police crackdown that began on 
September 25 when police officer Jerome 
Haaf was murdered. 

Haaf was shot in the back while on a 
coffee break at the Pizza Shack restaurant, 
a favorite cop hangout, on Lake Street in 
South Minneapolis at I :45 a.m. Minutes 
later a reign of terror was unleashed by 
polke in the working-class neighborhood 
where the shooting took place. 

The description put out on the police 
radio of the alleged assailants was so vague 
that all young Black men were suspect. 
More than tOO cops, rifles in hand, began 
to comb the area looking for "evidence." 
Youths report being rounded up and dragged 
over to the Pizza Shack for completely ille
gal impromptu ''lineups." 

A curfew of fear went into effect for the 
next several days, especially after dark. One 
young resident of the Cecil Newman Hous
ing Project in North Minneapolis explained, 
"All my friends are staying in because they 
don't want to be harassed." 

Another resident of the same project re
ported, " I saw the cops forcing Hmong 
youths to lie on the ground late at night and 
holding rifles to their heads." 

Late in the afternoon of September 24, 
hours before Haaf was shot, transit and Min
neapolis police pulJed LeRoy Gray, a blind 
handicapped Black man, off the #5 bus in 
Minneapolis and brutally beat him in full 
sight of dozens of witnesses. His crime? 
Being a dime short of the required fare. 

When Stacy Glover, Gray's daughter, was 
called to the scene she saw policemen sur
rounding her father. Thirteen squad cars had 
been called to the site. 

" I thought they were trying to help him 
up." Glover explained, "But when I got 
closer, I saw one cop had his knee in my 
father 's back and was trying to force him 
into handcuffs." 

When Glover attempted to explain to po
lice that her father's arm wouldn't bend 
because of a previous injury, "They to ld me 
to get away or they would arrest me too." 

gang invo lvement in the kill
ing of Haaf, based on the red 
and black T-shirts and base
ball hats the gunmen were 
alleged to have been wear
ing. 

Some police are opposed 
to collaboration with United 
for Peace. A campaign of in
nuendo and guilt by associa
tion began to build against 
Sharif Willis, president of 
United For Peace and the 
local head of the Vicelord 
Nation, by cops who claimed 
that he was involved in the 
murder of Haaf. 

The night after the killing, 
scores of heavily armed cops 
crept up on Willis 's house 
and surrounded it. When 
those inside the house saw 
the rifles trained on them, 
they began to telephone 
friends and political activists 
telling them that it looked 
like the police were getting 
ready " to blow the house and 
everyone in it away." Staff 

LeRoy Gray, who was beaten by police, speaks a t protest 
against cop crackdown. Socialist \\brkers candidate Chris 
Nisan (in light suit) was spokesperson for group. 

members from the City, Inc., a social service 
agency which United For Peace works out of, 
volunteered to go into the house and bring 
Willis and the others out. Police told them to 
get back and stay out of the way. 

The arrival of a television crew calmed 
the situation. 

Willis and four others were handcuffed 
and questioned. Two people, including a 
nephew of Willis ' were arrested on "proba
ble cause" of involvement in the murder of 
Haaf. Police were forced to release them 
several days later because they didn't have 
enough evidence to charge them. 

Despite this lack of evidence, the local 
big-business press whipped up a slander 
campaign against Willis, and the chief of 
police announced that he was severing all 
ties with United For Peace. 

An ad hoc coalition of political activists 
and community and student leaders an-

nounced a press conference to protest " the 
police reign of terror" and to demand "pros
ecution of the cops who beat LeRoy Gray" 
and "an end to the frame-up and slander 
campaign against those alleged to have been 
involved in the shooting of Haaf." 

A multiracial crowd of more than 100 
angry protesters, most of them young, 
turned out for the press conference on Sep
tember 29 at the Hennepin County Govern
ment Center. 

Chris Nisan, the Socialist Workers candi
date for U.S Congress, read a press statement 
and introduced LeRoy Gray and his family. 
Gray and his daughter told the story of the 
"cowardly police attack "on him to a hushed 
and furious crowd of protesters and journalists 
who later questioned him on the beating. 

Mel Reeves, a staff writer for the Minne
apolis Spokesman, a newspaper widely cir
culated among Blacks in the area, chaired the 

press conference. The day before, Reeves had 
debated Mayor Donald Fraser of Minneapo
lis on weco radio for 10 minutes on the 
subject of Haaf's killing and its aftermath. 
The Mayor had backed up his police chief 
''100 per cent," but had expressed regret at 
the breaking off of ties with United For Peace. 
Reeves had forcefully condemned the char
acter assassination of Willis and held the 
mayor accountable for a series of highly 
protested murders of Blacks by the Minne
apolis police over the last several years. 

Earlier on September 29, some 1,500 
policemen from around the Midwest at
tended the funeral of Haaf. A number wore 
buttons saying. "Bo Gritz for President." 
Gritz is the candidate of the Populist Party, 
an ultrarightist outfit, and had spoken at a 
rally of some 1,000 people in the Twin 
Cities the week before. 

Who is responsible for violence 
Nisan was quoted in both major Twin 

Cities dailies as saying, "We will not allow 
the murder of officer Haaf to obscure the 
reaHty of who is responsible for the c limate 
of hatred, fear, and violence in which we 
are forced to live - the police and the gov
ernment." 

The call for a Saturday, October 3 
"Speak-Out on Police Brutality" announced 
by the press conference organizers also was 
widely covered by the press. 

Two thousand fliers and posters for the 
speak-out were snapped up by those attend
ing the press conference and money was 
raised to put out several thousand more 
copies. 

At a press conference held at the City, 
Inc., the next day, September 30, members 
of United For Peace and several Black min
isters condemned the decision by the police 
chief to break ties with the group and de
nounced the slander campaign and the 
many recent death threats against Willis. 

Chris Nisan announced the Saturday 
speak-out against police brutality and 
pledged to continue the fight for justice in 
"the only place we're going to get it - in the 
streets." 

Members of United For Peace, a coalition 
of gang members formed in May to patrol 
the streets in collaboration with the police, 
arrived on the scene. When they attempted 
to intervene in the beating of Gray, a cop 
shouted, "F ... United for Peace!" and 
struck one of the group's leaders on the head 
with his night stick. 

Socialists condemn Calif. budget cuts 

Some 100 people, many of them eye
wimesses to this act of brutality, decided to 
go over to a meeting that had been scheduled 
previously at North High School that night 
caJJed "Why Cops Do What They Do." 
Police Chief John Laux was taking ques
tions at the meeting and having a hard time 
of it even before the protesters arrived. 

Speakers angrily described what had hap
pened to Gray and then stormed out of the 
meeting when Laux said he couldn't say any
thing because transit cops, who had initiated 
the situation, weren't under his jurisdiction. 

Specter of gang involvement 
In live television broadcasts from the scene 

of Haaf's murder, police raised the specter of 

BY CRAIG HONTS 
LOS ANGELES- With California's 

economy already reeling under the blows of 
an economic downturn that has manifested 
itself here with an official 9.8 percent un
employment rate and hundreds of thousands 
left homeless, the California state legislature 
has moved to slash the state budget by more 
than $5 billion. 

Low-income families receiving welfare 
will see payments cut by 5.8 percent. Aid to 
the aged, blind, and disabled will also be cut 
to the same degree. Thousands of children 
will no longer be inoculated for infectious 
diseases such as measles, whooping cough, 
diphtheria, and mumps. 

In addition to the massive cuts in social 
services being proposed, a series of new fees 
are being enacted on everything from birth 
certificates to sewer service and fire protec-

tion to purchase fees for cemetery plots. 
These fees amount to a regressive tax fo
cused on working people. The cuts are being 
demogogicaJiy promoted as a way to guar
antee "no new taxes." 

A statement by Kim Allen, Socialist 
Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in the 
27th District, declared, "We call for revers
ing the cuts and fee hikes and urge people 
to join the demonstrations calling for this at 
campuses, medical centers and elsewhere. 
The labor movement should throw itself into 
this fight. A massive public works program 
must be launched to provide decent medical 
care, education, housing, and jobs for all. 

"In response to the conditions of world 
depression, the Socialist Workers campaign 
proposes a program to unify the working 
class in struggle for (I) shortening the work 
week with no cut in pay to provide jobs for 

Iceland aluminum workers resist attacks 
BY SIGURLAUG GUNNLAUGSD6TTIR 

REYKJAVfK, Iceland- AJmost all the 
workers employed by ISAL, an aluminum 
plant owned by the international corporation 
AJusuisse, attended a protest meeting in the 
plant September 15. The plant is the biggest 
in the country, located just outside Reykjavll<. 

The action was called by the trade union 
council at the plant to protest against the 
company's wage policy and its plans to 
uti lize more contract workers. The trade 
union council is composed of representa
tives of each of the unions in the plant. The 
management had declared the action illegal 
and threatened to withdraw wages. 

The action started as a walk-through in 
the plant and ended in front of the office 
building at the factory entrance, where a 
protest resolution was read out, demanding 
a contract with the company. The latest 
contract agreement expired one year ago. 
When a general agreement on wages was 
negotiated between the Federation of Labor 
and the Employers Central Organization last 
spring, the employers refused to accept it as 
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valid for ISAL workers, who had voted for 
it. In a press conference after the protest, 
union representatives told the press that the 
management wants to break traditional co
operation with the unions. 

A few days later, on September 23, the 
trade union council voted not to work over
time and to call a strike by the workers who 
ship out the aluminum. Further strikes are 
being planned in other areas of production. 
"They can have imports, but they will have 
tostore theproduction"saidGylfiingvarsson, 
staff representative of the trade unions in the 
plant. 

Profits in aluminum have been low for 
more than two years because of low world 
market prices. ISAL has not hired new 
workers for several years. The company has 
been extending the use of subcontractors for 
constructing buildings of specific cleaning 
operations. Today the company wants to lay 
off 70 workers. including workers in the 
cafeteria; in cleaning; maintenance and con
struction workers; and workers who ship the 
aluminum. More than half of the 70 are 

women. ISAL wants to contract out these 
operations instead. 

"1ney claim they have a unilateral right 
to dictate how the work is being organized," 
says lngvarsson. The conflict is over " the 
unwillingness of the management to nego
tiate," he states. 

"We used to be 700 out here. Today, we 
are around 500 in the unions, but there is a 
lot more in the plant," ISAL worker J6han
nes Gunnarsson said in an interview. "What 
they have gained is that they have fewer 
workers produce much more than they used 
to produce, for less money. Also, today we 
make almost exclusively quality aluminum, 
which is not as sensitive to price fluctuations 
on the market as ordinary aluminum." 

"What happens when a conflict like this 
comes up is that the company goes straight 
to the news media," he continued. "If we get 
our point in somewhere, it always gets 
screwed up. This makes people think we 
have a bad case. We need more unity and 
we will ask other unions to suppon us." 

all, (2) affirmative action in all hiring to 
bridge the gap within the working class 
created by racist and sexist discrimination 
against women, Blacks, Latinos, Asians and 
immigrant workers, and (3) cancel the Third 
World debt." 

At a Militant Labor Forum held Septem
ber 12, activists opposing the cuts came 
together to discuss how to respond to this 
new assault on the living conditions of the 
working class. Speaking were Alejandra 
Abramovich, a school psychologist who 
works in Santa Barbara; Jaime Coyle, a 
junior high school teacher; and Thabo 
Ntweng, Socialist Workers candidate for 
U.S. Congress in the 37th C.D. 

Coyle pointed out how the teachers union 
is encouraging teachers to resist the cuts by 
refusing to volunteer for after-hours activi
ties such as coaching football or instructing 
band members. "AU this does is pit the 
teachers against students and parents instead 
of unifying us in a common fight," said 
Coyle. "Likewise, demands that point to 
cutting pay for janitors instead of teachers 
only serve to make it easier to cut every
body." Ntweng said that "as we resist the 
cuts it is essential to look for ways to unify 
the different sectors being hit by the crisis. 
It is especially important that we don't see 
this as a ' California crisis,' or even a 'U.S. 
crisis,' but part of a global crisis of capital
ism that requires a response that unifies the 
working class world-wide." 

Campaign supporters have been busy in 
the last few weeks joining in the many 
protests sparked by the cuts. With spontane
ous high school walk-outs being reported 
almost every day, candidates and supporters 
have been out at the high schools talking to 
students and distributing statements and the 
Militant. A demonstration September 15 
held at LA County's HaJJ of Administration 
drew thousands of county workers, students, 
and others affected by the cuts. Campaign 
supporters quickly sold out all of the Mili
tants they had and concentrated on getting 
into discussions with protesters through 
handing out campaign statements. 



Pathfinder reprints 
speeches by Russian 
revolutionary leader 
BY JOHN RIDDELL 

Describing the October I 917 revolution 
through which the workers and peasants of 
Russia took power, an incredulous general 
of the old order exclaimed, "Who will be
lieve that a porter or a watchman suddenly 
becomes chief justice; a hospital attendant, 
the director of a hospital; a barber, an office
holder; a corporal. a commander-in-chief; a 
day worker, a mayor; a locksmith, the direc
tor of a factory?" 

'The tsarist commander's indignant out
burst is cited by Leon Trotsky in his 1932 
speech in Copenhagen, " In Defense of the 
Russian Revolution," included in Leon Trot
sky Speaks. The book, which has been out 
of stock since 1990. has recently been reis
sued by Pathfinder. 

The Russian revolution, Trotsky ex
plained, was indeed a time "when the cor
porals defeated generals, when the mayor 
- the former day worker - broke the re
sistance of the old bureaucracy, the wagon
greaser put the transportation system in 
order, the locksmith as director put the in
dustrial equipment into working condition. 
'Who will believe it? ' Let them only try and 
not believe it." 

The Russian revolution, the event that 
more than any other has shaped our century, 
is examined in different ways in each of the 
44 selections that make up Leon Trotsky 
Speaks. 

The story this book tells is above aU that 
of the communist movement, headed by V.I. 
Lenin, whkh led the revolution to victory 
and organized the first steps in the transition 

to socialism. The book also documents the 
communists' struggle to defend these gains 
in a period of ebbing revolutionary activity 
and defeats for the working class interna
tionally and the consolidation of the Stalinist 
bureaucratic caste in the Soviet Union. 

The collection begins with Trotsky's 
1906 speech from the prisoner's dock of a 
tsarist court. One of those accused of pre
paring an armed uprising during the revolu
tionary upsurge of the previous year, 
Trotsky defended the right of working peo
ple to overthrow the murderous tsarist dic
tatorship. 

Also included in the Pathfmdercollection 
is the manifesto written by Trotsky for the 
international conference held during World 
War I in Zimmerwald, Switzerland, by the 
socialist forces resisting the prowar chau
vinism embraced by most top officials of the 
workers' movement. 

Only two years later the Bolshevik party 
led the workers and peasants of Russia in 
establishing a revolutionary government 
based on their councils- the soviets. 

Trotsky a nd Lenin : Bolshevik leaders 
Trotsky, a prominent Bolshevik spokes

man, became a central leader and, together 
with V.I. Lenin, one of the best-known pub
lic figures of the new Soviet government. 
During the decade that followed, he served 
as Soviet foreign minister, head of the Red 
Army, convener of economic planning bod
ies, and a founder and leader of the Com
munist International 

The addresses in Leon Trotsky Speaks 

PATHFINDER 
AROUND THE WORLD 

PAT SMITH 

Pathfinder, located in New York with 
distributors in Austra lia, Br itain, and 
Canada, publishes the works of work
ing-class and communist leaders who 
have made central contributions to the 
forward march of huma nity against ex
ploitation and oppression. Pathfinder 
bookstores are listed in the directory on 
page 12. 

Supporters of the Pathfinder bookstore 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, report 
good results in promoting the Pathfinder 
pamphlet Farmers Face the Crisis of the 
1990s by Doug Jenness. 

Like millions of toilers the world over, 
working farmers in New Zealand have 
been hard hit by more than a decade of cap
italist economic crisis. Farmers Face the 
Crisis of the 1990s explains how farmers 
and workers can unite and fight against the 
mounting assaults on their livelihoods. 

The Christchurch promotion effort in
cluded sending a press release announc
ing the availability of the pamphlet to 
many New Zealand newspapers in the 
heart of the extensive sheep farming re
gion, in the country's South Island, in
cluding to national and regional farm pa
pers and to South Island branches of Fed
erated Farmers, the largest farmers' orga
nization. 

In response, a farmer on the West Coast 
of the South Island wrote in, ordering two 
copies of the pamphlet. Another copy was 
sold to a woman who intended to pass it on 
to her sister, who is a farmer. A student at 
Lincoln University, an agricultural campus 
in Christchurch, also bought the pamphlet. 

A meat-packing worker at the large 
Makarewa meat works in the lower South 
Island took a bundle of the pamphlet to 
show his coworkers. One was bought by 
a worker who also farms. 

* * * 
Pathfinder supporters who work in in

dustrial jobs have launched a campaign to 

get co-workers to JOin the Pathfinder 
Readers Club - and success is being reg
istered! 

Rail union members of the United 
Transportation Union (UTU) locals in 
Washington. D.C., New York, and New 
Jersey have signed up three fellow union
ists to the Readers Club in the last few 
weeks. 

An assistant rail conductor in the D.C. 
UTU local read about the Readers Club 
in this newspaper, joined up, and bought 
a copy of Opening Guns ofWorld War Ill: 
Washington's Assault on Iraq . Another 
was a long-time reader of Pathfinder 
books who decided to take advantage of 
the 15 percent discount the Readers Club 
offers to all its members. 

* * * 
"I just love Pathfinder books. I don 't 

know who chooses your manuscripts, but 
you fill a hole that no one else fills." This 
was the comment of one bookstore exhibi
tor at the Black Caucus of the American Li
brary Association meeting, the flrst na
tional conference of Black librarians held 
in Columbus, Ohio, September 3-5. 

The nine hundred librarians who at
tended were treated to an attractive dis
play of Pathfinder titles, and many ex
pressed interest in ordering the books. 
About 50 catalogs - the total stock on 
hand - were distributed and $70 worth 
of books sold. How Far We Slaves Have 
Come! by Nelson Mandel a and Fidel Cas
tro evoked the most interest and three 
copies of the book were sold. 

The Pathfinder booth included a dis
play on efforts to rebuild the Pathfinder 
bookstore in Los Angeles, which burned 
down in the aftermath of the acquittal of 
the cops who beat Rodney King. Several 
conference participants contributed to
ward the effort. 

Joan Shields, Emily Wood, and Bobbi 
Sack contributed to this column. 

.l ., 
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Leon Trotsky speaking to Soviet soldiers. Trotsky was the head of the Red Army, which 
defeated the counterrevolution and imperialist invasions. 

record the rapid pace of revolutionary 
events: the struggle to bring the soviets to 
power; the October 1917 insurrection; the 
Soviet regime's international campaign to 
force an end to World War I; the defeat of 
counterrevolution and imperialist invasion; 
the first steps toward building a new, social
ist order. 

Trotsky's reports to the world communist 
movement during these years, not included 
in Leon Trotsky Speaks, can be found in the 
two-volume work The First Five Years of 
the Communist International, which will 
also be reissued by Pathfinder later this year. 

During the 1920s, the Soviet workers • and 
peasants' government fell under the control 
of the growing privileged social layer that 
found its leader and spokesman in Joseph 
Stalin. 

Lenin headed the fight to strengthen the 
alliance of workers and peasants and defend 
the revolution against this anti-working
class current. His efforts were cut short early 
in 1923 when he was incapacitated by an 
illness that ended in his death in January 
1924. 

Lenin's key proposals were explained and 

defended by Trotsky in a speech in April 
1924, which was widely circulated in pam
phlet form. The speech, entitled "For the 
Internationalist Perspective," is included in 
full in Leon Trotsky Speaks. 

From that time until he was assassinated 
in Mexico in 1940 by Stalin's secret police, 
Trotsky was the principal leader of the com
munist forces fighting to defend Lenin's 
course. Selections in Leon Trotsky Speaks 
outline this struggle within the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and the world 
workers' movement. 

Another selection reflects communists' 
efforts to strengthen their programmatic and 
organizational unity in preparation for the 
test of a new murderous imperialist world 
war. 

Leon Trotsky Speaks helps make these 
ideas and achievements of the Russian rev
olution accessible to new generations. It 
belongs in the library of every working
class fighter. 

Leon Trotsky Speaks, $23.95 is available 
fromPathfmder,410WestSt., New York, NY 
10014. Include $3 shipping and handling. 

Political activists condetnn 
attack on Toronto bookstore 
BY HEIDI ROSE 

TORONTO- Political activists gath
ered at a news conference at the Pathfinder 
Bookstore September 23 to protest an attack 
on the bookstore three days earlier. 

Two rocks were hurled through the win
dow, hitting displays on Nelson Mandela and 
Malcolm X. The rocks broke the double
paned plate-glass windows, causing $700 
worth of damage. 

On Saturday evening, just hours before 
the attack, 30 people had turned out to a 
Militant Labor Forum to hear Jabu Dube, 
Information Officer of the African National 
Congress (ANC) in Canada. The forums are 
held each Saturday night at the bookstore. 

"We are demanding that the police carry 
out a full investigation and prosecute the 
attackers to the full extent of the law," said 
Pathfinder Bookstore manager Robert 
Simms. He added that to date the police 
have not assigned an investigator to the case. 
"This is not just a random attack on private 
property. It 's an attack on the democratic 
right of free speech and free expression," he 
declared. 

At the news conference ANC leader Jabu 
Dube stated: "No sooner had I finished 
speaking of the strategy of violence of the 
South African government, including the 
use of surrogate forces to carry out this 
violence, than 1 was informed on Sunday 
morning that the window of the Pathfmder 
Bookstore was broken." Dube declared that 
"whoever did this was an enemy of the 
program of Mandela and Malcolm X." 

Dudley Laws, a leader of actions against 
police brutality in Toronto, condemned the 
attack on behalf of the Black Action Defense 
Committee. "We should demand this be in
vestigated ," he said. "It is not enough for the 
police to send one officer one day.'' 

Laws contrasted the reluctant response of 
the police to the aggressive way the cops 
went after youths over incidents of window 
smashing on Toronto's Yonge Street after 
the acquittal of the cops who beat Rodney 
King. He explained that Pathfinder and the 

.Militant Labor Forum had long provided a 

platform for the fight against racism and 
police brutality. Laws said that Pathfinder 
was a "necessary instrument" for today's 
struggles, one which must be defended. 

Ann Brunei, representing the Ontario 
CoaHtion of Abortion Clinics. noted the 
bombing earlier this year of the 
Morgentaler clinic. ' 'These people think 
they can stop us with violence, but we 
know better," she said 

Charles Huisken, co-owner of the "This 
Ain't the Rosedale Library" bookstore, pre
sented Pathfinder with three T-shirts to help 
raise money to cover the costs of replacing 
the window. 

Frank Showier, a long-time activist for 
refugee and democratic rights, also spoke. 

Public opposition to the vandalism was 
evident almost immediately after the attack. 
When Pathfinder volunteers discovered the 
damage on Sunday morning they set up a 
table on the street in front of the store with 
books and a basket for donations to replace 

Continued on Page 12 

Militant/Helen Nelson 
Pathfinder bookstore after vandalization 
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Dele~ates back 
USA1r strikers 
Continued from front page 
the same things we did during the Easte rn 
s trike. What is done right at the beginning 
to get support for USAir workers will be 
critical. 

'These companies try to pit worker 
against worker-like I work at Northwest 
so I shouldn' t care about workers at United 
or USAir," said Lyle. "It 's time to look 
beyond that now. We've got to look at our
selves as a working class. It should be work
ers helping workers." 

Build up the solidarity 
The fight shaping up at USAir was on the 

minds of union members throughout the 
convention. Many expressed the view that 
a big solidarity campaign had to be organ
ized to aid the s trikers. 

" lf there 's a USAir s trike we're going to 
need solidarity not only from the lAM," 
explained union delegate Hilary Harmon 
from Local 3 15 in New Jersey in an inter
view earlier. "Going out on strike now we 
need demonstrations and rallies. We need 
support from other unions and even from 
workers in o ther countries." 

"We've been working without a contract 
for four years," said John Wilson, a me
chanic at Alaska Airlines. "After USAir we 
know that we're the next fight. 

"We should be spending a lot more time 
talking about these fights like at USAir and 
Alaska. We have to get the message out 
about what we' re fighting for and build up 
the solidarity if we're going to win." 

Herb Bradley, a fonner Easte rn Airlines 
striker who now works at Northwest in Los 
Angeles and is a delegate from lAM Local 
2785 said, "When I get back I know where 
I'll be- on the picket line with the USAir 
workers." 

Solidarity with 
USAir workers 
Continued from Page 6 
Line Pilots Association (ALPA), agreed 
June I to an 8 percent wage reduction for 
a year and work-productivity changes 
which would "save the company money." 
On July l USAir arbitrarily put into effect 
the same concessions on all non-union per
sonnel, which include baggage handlers, 
food service workers, and customer service 
and ticket agents. The Association of 
Flight Attendants (AFA) has rejected a 
concessionary contract and is now in me
diation. 

ln addition to an 8 percent pay cut and 
increased costs to employees for a managed 
care health plan, USAir wants to eliminate 
job classifications traditionally held by LAM 
mechanics. Currently, mechanics receive 
and dispatch aircraft to and from jetways 
and are respons ible for de-icing planes in 
the winter. In the company offer these jobs 
could be perfonned by cleaners. This would 
amount to more than 1,000 jobs lost by 
mechanics. 

lronically, although cleaners are to be 
given more responsibility, USAir proposes 
that new hires in this category s tart at $7.17 
an hour, $3.32 less than the current starting 
rate of $10.49. 

Edwin Fruit is a member of JAM Local 
Lodge 846 in Baltimore and works for 
USAir at BWI Airport; Martin Boyers and. 
Nancy Brown from Greensboro; Dan Fur
man from Newark; Joanne Kuniansky from 
Pittsburgh, and Nancy Rosenstock from 
New York comributed to this article. 

Attack on Toronto 
bookstore condemned 
Continued from Page 11 
the window. Scores of passersby signed a 
protest letter condemning the attack and 
demanding a full police investigation. Those 
who stopped by also bought several books 
and copies of the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial. 

Bookstore volunteers also responded by 
increasing the hours the store was open and 
are continuing to solicit funds to defray the 
cost of the window. Contributions can be 
sent to Pathfinder Bookstore, 827 Bloor St. 
W., Toronto, Ont. M6G 1M l. 
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-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS-------
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Crisis in the Balkans: Eyewitness Report from 
the Former Yugoslavia. Speaker: Natasha Ter
lexis, recently returned from Yugoslavia. Sat., 
Oct. 10, 7:30p.m. 2552-B W Pico Blvd. Dona
tion: $4. Tel: (213) 380-9460. Translation to 
Spanish. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
What's Behind the Campaign for Family \ill· 
ues. Sun., Oct. II , 5 p.m. 508 N Snelling Ave. 
Donation: $3. Tel: (612) 644-6325. Translation 
to Spanish. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Columbus and Capitalism: Roots of the Con
quest of the "New \\brld." Speaker: Richard 
Sorentino, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Oct. 10, 
7:30p.m. 1622 S Broadway. Donation: $3. Tel: 
(314) 421-3808. 
Celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution. Sat., Oct. 17. 7:30 p.m. 1622 S 
Broadway. Donation: $3. Tel: (314) 421 -3808. 

New Jersey 
Newark 
The Socialist Alternative in 1992: Say No to 
the Twin Parties of ~. Racism, and Eco
nomic Depression. Speaker James Warren, So· 
cialist Workers candidate for president of the 
United States. Fri .. Oct. 9. Reception, 6:30p.m.: 

Boston 
George Novack, 

Soldier of the Revolution~ 
Speaker: Andrea Morell, Socialist 
Workers Party. Sun., Oct 11 . Dinner, 6 
p.m .; program, 7 p.m. 780 Tremont St. 
(corner Mass Ave.) Donation: $5. Pro
ceeds go to the George Novack Recon
struction Fund. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 

meeting, 7:30 p.m. 141 Halsey St., 2nd floor. 
Donation: $4. Tel: (201) 643-334 1. Translation 
to Spanish. Translation to French. 

NEW YORK 
New York 
Hear James Wlrren, Socialist V\brkers Candi
date for US. President Sat., Oct. 10, 5p.m. 191 
7th Ave. Donation: $5. Tel: (212) 675-6740. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Columbus: 500 Years after Discovery and Con
quest. Sat., Oct. 10, 7:30p.m. 2000-C S Elm-Eu
gene Street. Donation: $3. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

omo 
Cleveland 
Cuba 1bday: A Slideshow Presentation. 
Speakers: James Munro. visited Cuba in June; 
Amy Husk, Socialist Workers Party, member of 
International Association of Machinists Local 
1130. Sat., Oct 10, 7:30 p.m. 1863 W 25th St. 
Donation: $3. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 
500 Years Since Columbus and the oonqust of 
the 'New \\brld.' Speakers: Juan Reyna, mem
ber, Lake Erie Native American Council, others. 
Sat., Oct.1_7, 7:30p.m. 1863 W 25th St. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (216) 861--6150. 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Columbus, Capitalism, and the Conquest of 
the Indians. Speaker: Jesse Smith. Sat., Oct. 10, 
7:30p.m. 147 E 900 S. Donation: $3. Tel: (801 ) 
355-1124. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
What's Behind Europe's Monetary Crisis? 
Speaker: Scott Breen, Socialist Workers Party. 
Sat., Oct. 10, 7:30p.m. 1405 E Madison. Dona
tion: $3. Tel: (206) 323-1755. Translation to 
Spanish. 

• 
BRITAIN 
Sheffield 
Makolm X and the \\brld Thday. Speaker: 
Rose Knight, Communist League. Sat., Oct. 10, 
open house at 4p.rn., fearuring video The Auto· 
biography of Malcolm X. Speaker at 6p.m. 
I Gower St., Spital Hill. Donation: £1. 
Tel: 0742-765070. 

CANADA 
Toronto 
What Causes the Famines in Africa? Speaker: 
Sylvie Charbin, Communist League, member 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers 
Union Local 836. Sat., Oct. 10. 7:30 p.m. 827 
Bloor St. West. Donation: $3. Tel: (416) 533-
4324. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Capitalism and "Family Values". Sat., Oct 10, 
?p.m. La Gonda Arcade, 203 Karangahape Rd. 
Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 379-3075. 

\\ellington 
Celebrate Achievements of Communist League 
Election Campaign. Sat., Oct. 10, ?p.m. 23 
Majoribanks St., Courtenay Pl. Donation: $5. 
Includes light supper. Tel: (4) 3844205. 

Lessons of the Revolution in Grenada and Its 
Ovenhrow. Video and speaker. Sat., Oct. 17, 
4p.m. 23 Majoribanks St., Courtenay Pl. Dona
tion $3. Tel: (4) 384-4205. 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Gennany Two Years After the Reunification: 
Eyewitness Report. Speakers: Reporters from 
Militant reporting team. Sat., Oct. 10, 4p.m. 
Vlkingagatan 10 (T-bana St Eriksplan). Tel: (08) 
31 69 33. 

Co~nmunists call for 'No' vote in Canada 
Continued from Page 16 
glish. And as Native leader Phil Fontaine 
remarked Natives "are the poorest of the 
poor." 

The constitutional accord verbally rec
ognizes Quebec as a "distinc t society" and 
affinns that native people have the " inher
ent right to self-government.'' ln fact, both 
constitutional clauses a re completely 
empty of any legal content or substance. 
Quebec is granted none of the powers 
historically demanded. by Quebecois in 
order to combat their oppression. The De
partment of Indian Affairs, which orga
nizes and maintains the oppression of 
Native people and runs the reservation 
system remains untouched . 

O ver the past weeks, the three main 
union federations in Quebec have all 
launched campaigns aimed at defeating the 

accord. At a special convention attended 
by more than I ,600 delegates and observ
ers on October 2, the Quebec Federation 
of Labor adopted a plan for the creation 
of "No Committees" in all the work places 
it organizes. Representatives of the 
125,000 strong Quebec Student Movement 
in colleges and universities also voted to 
campaign for the no vote. 

Despite the campaign being waged by 
workers and students in Quebec, 
Mulroney 's chauvinist campaign is backed 
by the top officials of Canadian Labor Con
gress (CLC) and its political arm, the New 
Democratic Party. Similarly, union leaders 
in Quebec are backing the reactionary per
spective of French-speaking capitalists who 
refuse to recognize the just demands of 
Native people. 

Uniting with the bosses and their govern
ments, with whom we share no common in-

terests, can only divide and weaken the labor 
movement. The CLC and Quebec unions 
should join together in a common campaign 
to defeat the accord and defend the rights of 
both Quebecois and Native people. 

It is only by building a fighting labor 
movement that unconditionally defends the 
rights of all working people, regardless of 
differences of language, color, sex, or na
tionality that we can defeat the rulers drive 
against us. 

That's why, in addition to backing the fight 
of Quebecois and Natives for their national 
rights, labor and its allies also need to build a 
cross-country campaign of solidarity with the 
embattled miners in Yellowknife, Nationair 
flight attendants, and the 2, 100 striking auto 
workers in ingersoll, Ontario, as well as other 
struggles of working people around the 
world. That 's the kind of unity needed to de
feat the attacks of the ruling rich. 

- IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 
Where to find Pathfinder books and 

distributors of the Militant, Penpectiva 
Mundi41, New lnternoJionol, Nouvelle In
ternalionak, and Nueva lntenuzcwnaL 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: I ll 21st St. 

South. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079, 328-
3314. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2552-B W. 
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460, 
380-9640. San Francisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 
94110. Tel: (415) 282--6255. 

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing ad
dress: P.O. Box 1675 1, Saybrook Station, West 
Haven. Zip: 06516. Tel: (203) 772;3375. 

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 172 Trinity Ave. Zip: 
30303. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 545 W. Roosevelt 
Rd . Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 829-6815, 829-
7018. 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2105 Forest Ave. Zip: 
50311. Tel: (515) 246-8249. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: P.O. Box 4103. 
Zip: 40204-4103. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: 2905 Greenmount 
Ave. Zip: 2 1218. Tel: (410) 235.()()13. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tremont 
St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247--6772. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 5019~ Woodward 
Ave. Zip: 48202. Tel: (313) 831- 1177. 

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: 508 N. Snell
ing Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: (612) 644-
6325. 

MISSOURI: St. Louis: 1622 S. Broadway. 

Zip: 63 104. Tel: (314) 421 -3808. 
NEW JERSEY: Newark: 141 Halsey. Zip: 

07102. Tel: (201) 643-334 1. 
NEW YORK: New \brk: 19 1 7th Ave. Zip: 

10011. Tel: (212) 727-8421; 167 Charles St. 
Zip: 10014. Tel: (212) 366-1973. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: 2000-C 
S. Elm-Eugene St. Zip 27406. Tel: (919) 272-
5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513)221-2691. Cleveland: 1863 W. 
25th St. Zip: 44113. Tel: (2 16) 861 -6150. 

OREGON: Portland: 2310 NE 8th #1. Zip: 
97212. Tel: (503) 288-0466. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906 
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8196. Pitts
burgh: 4905 Penn Ave. Zip 15224. Tel: (412) 
362-6767. 

TEXAS: Houston: 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. 
Tel: (713) 522-8054. 

UTAH: Salt Lake Clty: 147 E. 900 S. Zip: 
84111. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 523 8th St SE. Zip: 
20003. Tel: (202) 547-7557. 

WASHINGTON: SeaUie: 1405 E. Madison. 
Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Morgantown : 242 
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. 
Zip : 26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055 . 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: 19 Teny St., Suny Hills, Sydney 

NSW 2010. Tel: 02-281-3297. 

BARBADOS 
Bridgetown: P.O. Box 891 . Tel.: (809) 436-

TI23. 

BRITAIN 
London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SEI 8LL. 

Tel: 071 -928-7993. 
Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal 

code: M4 4AA. Tel: 061 -839 1766. 
Shefr'leld: I Gower St., Spital Hill, Postal 

code: S47HA. Tel: 0742-765070. 

CANADA 
Montreal: 6566, boul. St-Laurent. Postal 

code: H2S 3C6. Tel: (514) 273-2503. 
Thronto: 827 Bloor St. West. Postal code: 

M6G I MI. Tel: (416) 533-4324. 
\$Jcouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code: V5V 

3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing address: 

P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik:. Tel: (91) 17513. 

MEXICO 
Mexico City: Apdo. Postal 27-575, Col. Roma 

Sur. Mexico D.F. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203 Karan

gahape Road. Postal Address: P.O. Box 3025. 
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Postal address: P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-
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Pl. Postal address: P.O. Box 9092. Tel: (4) 384-
4205. 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St 

Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08) 31 
69 33. 



GREAT SOCIETY---------------
Touchy? - "It smarts a bit 

when someone accuses me of cash
ing in on the war." - Stormin' 
Norman Schwartzkopf, now hus
tling his autobiog, for which Ban
tarn Books paid him $6 million. 

ers do when they buy crops at low 
prices from farme·rs in distress?" 
Chris Jeffers, formerly homeless and 
now doing nicely buying up cans and 
bottles from homeless New Yorkers, 
for half the deposit value and re
deeming them for full value. 

achievements include Desert Storm, 
"the greatest military victory in the 
history of the world." So says David 
Packard, head man at the computer 
biggie, Hewlett-Packard. 

code to permit shorts, provided they 
were knee-length. But some stu
dents, never satisfied, began wearing 
shorts which completely exposed 
their kneecaps. The university prez 
warned the ban would be reimposed. 

folks, are busting into the men 's 
toiletries market. They said that ex
tensive research disclosed that U.S. 
men spend the most time on per
sonal grooming - 25 minutes a 
day, compared to 22 minutes in 
Italy and 19 in France. 

Harry 
Ring 

Capitalism, the solidarity sys
tem - A Los Angeles accountant 
described to a reporter the growing 
interoffice tensions and competition 
among professionals fearful of los
ing their jobs. She added: "It's like 
the old joke. If you and your friend 
are in the woods with a bear, you 
don't have to outrun the bear. Just 
your friend." 

Bright future - "We now 
have so many more homeless than 
emergency shelters. We have more 
and more people who need places 
to stay -tonight - but places 
aren' t available. And as the city 
grows, the problem will only get 
worse." - A San Diego official 
responding to the objection of af
fluent homeowners to a tent city 
within view of their neighborhood. 

The wheels of justice - ln 
southern California, investment 
swindler Olen Phillips and his 
right-hand man, Charles Fran
coeur, were convicted of stealing 
$3 million from clients. For what
ever reason, the jury convicted the 
#2 man on five counts, and Phil
lips on one count of grand theft. 
Whereupon, the judge gave Fran
coeur nearly eight years, and Phil
lips probation, plus 60 days. 

He'sgotapoint- "Iknow some 
people will say I'm exploiting those 
with alcohol and drug problems. But 
tell me, how is what I'm doing any 
different from what commodity trad-

Can computers outthink peo
ple? - George Bush's numerous 

No latter-day saints - Last 
year, Mormon-owned Brigham 
Young University relaxed its dress Still #1 - Gillette, the razor 

Also makes for a lighter lunch 
bucket- Maybe we're environ
mentally backward, but somehow 
we're not enthused by British ento
mologist Dick Vane-Wright's ad
vice that we eat more insects. He 
says locusts, flies, termites, and 
beetle larvae have more protein, 
pound for pound, than beef, 
chicken or milk, and are low in fat, 
and high in vitamins and minerals. 
Also, he argues, it would cut the 
cost of chemical pesticides. 

Embargo against Yugoslavia squeezing workers 
BY NAOMI CRAINE 

As the United States and its allies have 
moved in the past weeks to tighten UN 
sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro, 
working people there are being confronted 
by increasingly harsh conditions. 

With winter coming, the lack of fuel is 
causing many to worry about how they will 
heat their homes. Food prices have soared. 
Unemployment is growing rapidly and is 
expected to reach levels of 50 to 80 percent 
soon, as industries shut down due to the lack 
of resources. Lines to buy gasoline are lit
erally miles long, with waits of several days. 
Those who reach the front of the line are 
only allowed to purchase 20 liters (about 5 
gallons) per month. 

Budimir Vukcevic, the deputy director of 
the Yugoslavian port of Bar, speaking to the 
New York Times in early September, said, 
"Largely nothing has come in during the 
past three months, apart from one or two 
small boats bringing bananas and other fruit. 
Usually we would be unloading 15 to 20 
boats and have another 15 vessels waiting 
to come in." Almost all of the 2,000 workers 
at the port have been laid off. 

The sanctions, which were imposed on 
the Yugoslav state of Serbia and Montene
gro by the United Nations in May, forbid all 
trade except food and medicine, froze finan
cial assets abroad, and cut off air links with 
the rest of the world. A conference organized 
by the United Nations and the European 
Community in London at the end of August 
agreed to tighten the embargo, putting it 
forward as an alternative to military inter
vention. A similar embargo against Iraq, 
which was imposed two years ago and con
tinues today, has wreaked havoc on the lives 
of working people. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, the 
London conference "also threatened harsher 
measures," including using naval vessels to 
"monitor and challenge ships that might be 
transporting embargoed goods." 

A Militant reporting team that traveled 
throughout Yugoslavia in July witnessed 
first-hand the devastating effects of the em
bargo on workers and farmers. Although the 
sanctions in theory do not apply to medi
cines and medical supplies, in practice it is 
very difficult to secure permission to import 
these items. A public health inspector who 
was visiting Kosovo explained that there are 
"problems all over Serbia - lack of oxy
gen, dialysis fluid, vaccine for children, and 

..--from Pathfinder ---. 

The Balkan Wars 
(1912-13) r~m&NK¥ 
by Leon Trotsky 
An eyewitness 
analysis of na
tional and social 
conflicts in the 
Balkans written 
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Available from the Pathfinder bookstore 
nearest you (see addresses on p. 12) or from 
Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, NY 
10014. Please add $3 for shipping and han
dling. 

insulin for diabetics. Also, doctors are hav
ing to deal with cases of which they have 
no experience, such as war surgery and 
psychiatric problems of survivors of atroci
ties." 

Food is still available in most of Serbia, 
which was largely self-sufficient, but spiral
ing inflation is making much of it unafford
able to many working people. Farmers "get 
5 liters of gasoline per hectare per month," 
said Shezana Stoskovic, information officer 
for the Yugoslav Red Cross in Belgrade. 
"They don't have enough to run machinery 
and transportation. I'm sure that in three or 
four months time there will be a complete 
collapse of industry, agriculture, every
thing." 

Stasa Zajovic, who heads the anti-war 
group Women in Black, noted that with the 
embargo and the economic crisis, abortions 
have become harder to obtain. Some women 
have had to undergo the procedure without 
any anesthesia in areas outside of Belgrade. 
She pointed out that, "women are affected 
the most by the embargo since they must 
figure out the daily survival of the house
hold." Women in Black carries out weekly 
silent protests against the war. 

One refugee who the Militant reporters 
spoke with was a 75-year-old Serb who 
had fought with the Partisans against the 
fascists in World War II. He had fled from 
"ethnic cleansing" in Croatia to Sarajevo, 
and then to a refugee center in Serbia. 
"Sanctions are a crime," he said, "espe
cially against the children. Epidemics and 
illness will start; we have no medicines." 

Anne Howie and Natasha Terlexis, who 
were part of the Militant reporting team 
to Yugoslavia, contributed to this article. 

Europe's rulers reel 
from currency crisis 
Continued from page 8 
Government would win less than one vote 
out of three, and only 22 percent in eastern 
states,' "according to the New York Times. 

'Iron austerity' 

Hesitant to raise taxes, German fmance 
minister Theo Waigel has urged "iron aus
terity" at all levels of the economy. This will 
be tested at the end of October when the 
metalworkers' union contract covering 
125,000 workers in northern Germany ex
pires. The union is demanding a 7.5 percent 
wage increase. The employers' aS&ociation 
said the union has "misread the seriousness 
of the situation." In addition, Germany's 
ruling class has opened talks on a proposed 
"solidarity pact" between the employers and 
the unions calling for equal sacrifice. 

Waigel added that a good place to im
plement the "iron austerity" would be by 
"stemming the flood of asylum-seekers 
and reducing the social help they receive." 
The government has barely lifted a finger 
to stop the rightist hooligan attacks against 
immigrants. The German daily Bild re
ported September 12 that one of these 
rightist gangs attacked a German school 
for the handicapped in the eastern town of 
Stendal, injuring five crippled childen, in
cluding two girls. 

Bonn is now concerned that these attacks 
are driving away potential investors. 

.1 

Militant/Argiris Malapanis 
Protest against the war outside parliament building in Belgrade 
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Publi•hed in the lntere•t of tho Working People 

October 16, 1967 Pric• •o, 
Shortly after one o'clock in the morning 

on Oct. 6, I heard a terrific blast as 1 tried to 
get some sleep at a friend's house in 
Tougaloo, Miss. As it turned out, it was a 
bomb that had exploded on the campus of 
Tougaloo College. 

The bomb blast occurred four hours after 
Paul Boutelle, vice-presidential candidate of 
the Socialist Workers Party, had addressed a 
crowd of over 150 students in the chapel at 
Tougaloo College. The meeting was spon
sored by the Political Action Committee, a 
militant black student group. 

I was told by Howard Spencer, chairman 
of PAC, that the FBI had questioned him and 
had asked for the whereabouts of Boutelle. 
Spencer also told me how the FBI and Jack
son newsmen were crawling all over the 
campus, intimidating and harassing the stu
dents. 

The press and the FBI are trying to create 
the notion that the militant activities of PAC 
caused the bombing, not the racists organ
ized in terrorist organizations like the KKK. 
This was the second bombing within a 
month in the Jackson area. The ftrst took 
place at Beth Israel Temple. 

A year ago, PAC organized an antiwar 
march in downtown Jackson. PAC also or
ganized meetings for H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael on the campus. 

TH£ MILITANT 
NEW YORK N.Y. !'IV! CS> C!.WTS 

October 17,1942 

[This issue reprinted a resolution adopted 
by the Socialist Workers Party's October 1-4, 

1942, convention, of which this is an excerpt.] 
The fall of France not only testified to 

Germany's economic and military superior
ity on the European continent; it exposed the 
rottenness of French bourgeois democracy 
as well as the inability of the French bour
geoisie to defend their own nation against 
the fascist invaders. After crushing the 
workers' bid for power in 1936, the capitalist 
politicians and their Stalinist, Socialist and 
Syndicalist lieutenants in the labor move
ment called upon the French workers to fight 
for the capitalist fatherland in order to de
fend democracy and national independence. 

Duped by the bourgeoisie and betrayed 
by their leaders, the French workers suffered 
the loss of their democratic rights and their 
class organizations together with national 
unity and independence. The main section 
of French capitalism has entered into collab
oration with the fascist conquerors; another 
group has gone over into the Anglo-Ameri
can camp. 

The fate of France contains a great polit
ical lesson for the workers of the whole 
world. It has again demonstrated that the 
bourgeoisie puts its profits and privileges 
above either national independence or de
mocracy. Whenever their social and eco
nomic interests and their political predomi
nance are imperiled by the proletariat, the 
bourgeoisie will give up national indepen
dence, destroy democracy, substitute their 
naked class dictatorship and collaborate 
with foreign oppressors. 

The task of the workers of the occupied 
countries is to put themselves at the head of 
the insurgent movement of the people and 
direct it toward the struggle for the socialist 
reorganization of Europe. Their allies in this 
struggle are not the Anglo-American impe
rialists and their satellites among the native 
bourgeoisie, but the workers of Germany. 

Peace, security and prosperity can be as
sured for the people of Europe only by its 
economic unification based on the socialist 
collaboration of the free nations. 
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-EDITORIALS 

Support the USAir strikers! 
All working people have a stake in the important labor 

banle that has broken out this week at USAir. Some 8,300 
workers, represented by the International Association of 
Machinists (lAM), decided in their overwhelming majority 
to reject the company's takeback demands and have gone 
on strike. 1lle outcome of this fight - a fight being waged 
by a union in a centrally important industry - will have 
ramifications for workers in other industries, where similar 
banles are on the horizon. 

The solidarity expressed by Richard Trumka, president 
of the United Mine Workers of America,attheiAMconven
tion in Montreal a few days before the US Air workers went 
on strike, will be indispensable to the striking workers if they 
are to resist USAir 's attempts to drive their wages and 
working conditions down and, ultimately, break their union. 

Trumka said, "If it comes down to a strike, there's a 
whole lot of UMWA members, in the United States and 
Canada, who are ready, who are willing, and who are able 
to make your fight our fight . ... The lAM has always stood 
with the Mineworkers and we will stand with you." 

Other workers who have waged successful fights have 
done it by reaching out and receiving solidarity from their 
brothers and sisters in different workplaces and industries, 

and from elsewhere in the country and the world. The first 
step is to recognize the common interests we have as 
workers; only then can we see through the advice we 
inevitably hear from the bosses to " tighten our belts" for 
the "good of the company." 

Fewer workers today are willing to accept this advice. 
A decade of belt-tightening on the part of workers has only 
increased the appetite of the employing class. The airline 
industry, which has gone from being the third-highest 
paying industry to the 17th in the last ten years, is a good 
example of this. In the midst of the deepening crisis of 
their economic system, the bosses will continue to try to 
take more from us. Workers at US Air, General Motors, the 
Pittsburgh Press, Ravenswood Aluminum and elsewhere 
have shown and are demonstrating what we must do in 
response. 

Workers, young people, and others interested in this 
important fight can play an important role by bringing 
coworkers and friends to the picket lines, inviting strikers 
to our union meetings or setting up meetings to build 
solidarity on campuses and in the community, raising funds 
to he lp the strikers maintain their fight, and doing whatever 
e lse we can to solidarize with these workers. 

U.S. Hands off Yugoslavia! 
President George Bush declared on October 2 that the 

U.S. government "will seek a new UN Security Council 
resolution, with a provision for enforcement, banning all 
flights in Bosnian airspace except those authorized by the 
UN. lf asked by the UN, the U.S. will participate in 
enforcement measures." 

lllese moves by the U.S. government to intervene mil
itarily in Yugoslavia's civil war are not in the interests of 
working people of either the former Yugoslavia or of the 
United States and its allies. Cynically using the revulsion 
and horror that most people feel toward the war, President 
Bush and other government officials and politicians -
including William Clinton - claim that this intervention 
will be for "humanitarian" purposes. In truth, the motiva
tions of U.S. imperialism in threatening military action in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina are no more altruistic than their 
motivations in imposing economic sanctions and an air ban 
in Iraq. 

1lle U.S. government used sanctions against Iraq as a 
prelude to the barbaric bombing campaign that they un
leashed on the Iraqi people last year. In this case as well, 
they claimed to be acting on behalf of victims of military 
aggression. 1lle hypocrisy of these claims can be seen by 
their choice of targets; while professing to be indignant 
over the crimes of the Belgrade and Iraqi regimes, the U.S . 
government itself has imposed and financed dictatorships 
in every comer of the globe. If nothing else, the wars 
organized by Washington against the peoples of Korea, 
Vietnam, Nicaragua, and Iraq should disqualify it from 
standing in judgment of other governments. 

The U.S. policy makers are motivated above all by the 
needs of the capitalist ruling class whose interests they 
serve. In Iraq, they were concerned primarily with 
strengthening their political and economic control over a 
part of the world that is rich in natural resources. While 
they fmd it harder to define their interests in the Yugoslav 
republics, they hope to maximize the political influence 
and opportunities for markets of U.S. imperialism. 

Workers and youth in the former Yugoslavia have dem
onstrated their potential to end the war by organizing 
protests and by refusing in large numbers to fight in the 
federal Yugoslav army. Working people of various nation
alities have taken up arms to resist the Serbian and Croatian 
rightist forces that have led the war in Bosnia, demonstrat
ing that this is not an "ethnic" war, but a war organized by 
the now-divided pieces of the bureaucracy, each trying to 
advance its own material privileges. 

The brutal war being carried out against the people of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is not a matter of indifference for 
working people around the world. The people of the 
Yugoslav republics deserve international solidarity, not 
imperialist intervention. We should demand: 

End all plans for military intervention in Bosnia! 
Lift the economic sanctions that are strangling the peo

ple of Serbia and Montenegro! 
Send massive food and medical aid to the besieged 

people of Sarajevo and other Bosnian towns! 
Open the borders of the United States and other nations 

to the refugees from the war! 

Haiti one year after the coup 
It has been one year since a military coup in Haiti ousted 

that country's democratically elected president, Jean
Bertrand Aristide, and instituted a reign of terror against 
Haitian working people. 

Protest actions marking this anniversary - including 
the September 29 demonstration of 12,000 Haitians in New 
York City coinciding with Aristide's speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly, and smaller actions in Miami, 
Montreal, and Boston - have once again placed the U.S. 
government's criminal policy toward Haiti back in the 
political limelight 

Since last May, Washington has been implementing a 
policy of seizing in international waters all Haitians fleeing 
military repression in their country, and forcibly returning 
them directly to Haiti. Those being returned face the wrath 
of that country's military rulers including beatings and 
possible death. The U.S. government's forced repatriation 
policy makes it complicit in the pain and suffering being 
meted out daily to the Haitian people. 

The question of Haiti has also been virtually absent from 
the campaigns of George Bush's major capitalist opponents 
- William Clinton and Ross Perot. 

Reports by organizations such as Amnesty International 
document the fact that one year after the military coup the 
old repressive structures that existed in Haiti for decades 
under the U.S .-backed dictatorship of Duvalier are now 
back in place. 
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While giving verbal support to the economic embargo 
of Haiti anno unced by the Organization of American States 
(OAS) shortly after Aristide was ousted, Washington con
tinues to weaken its effectiveness. Last February, for ex
ample, the Bush administration exempted from the em
bargo all U.S. businesses with factories in Haiti. 

International oil shipments continue to arrive at Haitian 
ports on a regular basis, in some cases supplied from OAS 
member nations that themselves voted to cut off shipments 
of non-humanitarian supplies. Many European nations 
have been virtually ignoring the embargo since its in
ception. The Netherlands, for example, has supplied oil to 
Haiti via Aruba, one of its colonial possessions in the 
Caribbean. 

Thousands of Haitians living in the United States and 
Canada have, with their supporters, repeatedly taken to the 
streets in protest actions against Washington's criminal 
policy toward Haiti during the past year. These actions 
need to continue. Working people organizing through their 
unions can help bring powerful new forces into this fight. 

We must demand: 
• End the policy of forced repatrianons! 
• Political asylum for Haitian refugees! 
• Open the U.S. borders! 
• Maintain and strengthen the economic embargo! 
• No imperialist military intervention in Haiti! 

How Iraq war 
accelerated 
rivalries 

In the Iraq war U.S. imperialism exerted its might 
not j ust against Iraq but a lso at the expense of its 
biggest rivals in the world, ch iefly Ger many and Japan. 
The following excerpt from ''Opening Guns of Wlrld 
Wclr III: Wclshington's Assault on Iraq," published in 
issue number 7 of New International explains how this 
accelerated the interimperialist conflict that is sharply 
revealed by the growing trade wars, t he currency cr isis 
in Europe a nd by the deepening conflict around Yugo
slavia. 

Coming out of World War U, U.S. imperialism emerged 
the dominant power in the world imperialist system, both 
economically and militarily. For a substantial period fol 
lowing that war the rate of profit, and for even longer the 
tempo of growth of the mass of profits, was rising in all 
the imperialist countries. As a result. competition between 
the imperialist powers over markets for commodities and 
capital and over sources of raw materials was buffered. 

Since the mid- 1970s, however, the combination of the 
declining rate of profit, halting growth in the mass of 
profits, and relative slowdown in economic expansion has 
precipitated growing, sometimes sharp rivalry among the 
imperialist rul ing classes. The years 1974-75 saw the frrst 
worldwide recession since 1937, as economic interdepend
ence among the major capitalist powers grew alongside 
their competition and conflict. A though the sheer size and 
output of the U.S . capitalist economy remains enormous, 
and while it remains the largest market in the world, its 
position as an industrial and trading power has slipped 
substantially in recent decades in the face of growing 
challenges from German, Japanese, and other rivals. U.S. 
strategic military power remains unchallenged, however, 
and is the main lever the U.S. rulers have to compensate 
for their relative decline. 

No power other than Washington could have transported 
and put in place the mammoth order of battle necessary to 
carry a war to Iraq. While waged behind the facade of a broad 
"international coalition," the war was a U.S. government 
operation, with London's enthusiastic support and with Paris 
being forced to join in out of weakness. Bonn and Tokyo -
still limited in the use of strategic military power abroad 
flowing from their defeat in World War II - took no part 
in the combat at all. 

Through the initiation, organization, domination, and 
execution of this war effort , U.S. imperialism strengthened 
its control over Gulf oil reserves, gaining additional lever
age over its rivals in Bonn, Tokyo, and Paris in the 
competition for world markets for commodities and capi
tal. By throwing the biggest military forces of any other 
imperialist power behind Washington's war effort, the 
rulers in London successfully sought to guarantee them
selves a privileged junior position alongside U.S. finance 
capital in this region, which was once largely a British 
protectorate but had been penetrated more and more by 
French trade, aid, and loans ... . 

The relationship of forces that existed prior to the Gulf 
War among the capitalist powers in Europe has not been 
altered, but the national and state conflicts between them 
have bee n exacerbated. The war underlined the limits of 
the European Community's modest steps toward greater 
"economic integration" (lowered barriers to trade, invest
ment, and travel). The U.S.-engineered war drive exposed 
beyond doubt that these measures do not translate into a 
"common European" foreign policy, a "common Euro
pean" military policy, let alone steps to build up a "com
mon European" armed forces. Nor do they even translate 
into a "common European" economic policy, let alone a 
common currency; in fact, strides in this direction were set 
back. 

Rivalry with in Europe 

Instead, the rival capitalist classes in the European 
Community (EC) were further propelled toward defending 
their separate state interests, whatever their common stake 
in a trading bloc in face of U.S. and Japanese competition. 

The war set back German imperialism's goal of an 
integrated European Community under Bonn's domina
tion. It battered the Bonn-led alliance of German and 
French imperialism in the EC. The French imperialists 
who had made special ties to Baghdad one of the axes of 
their foreign policy in the Middle East, in hopes of regain
ing a stronger economic foothold in the Gulf- suffered 
humiliating cuffs from Washington. 

Drawing on the advantage gained through its total 
collaboration with the U.S. war drive, London took an 
extra inch or two in its constant attempts to buffer the 
effects of British imperialism's decades-long decline rela
tive to its chief European capitalist competitors. But grow
ing subordination to the deutsche mark and involvement 
in Europe remain the central lines of development for 
British capital. 



City imposes concession contract in Philadelphia 
This column is devoted to re

porting the resistance by working 
people to the employers' assault 
on their living standard, working 
conditions, and unions. 

W>rking people around the 
world are involved in skirmishes 
over speedup, forced overtime, 
layoffs, and attacks on health and 
safety benefits. Some unionists 
faced with sharp takeback de-

• A two-year wage freeze fol
lowed by pay increases of only 2 
and 3 percent in the third and fourth 
years. 

• A new management-rights 
clause that would junk a previous 
no-layoff agreement as well as per
mit unlimited changes in job de
scriptions and productivity stan
dards. 

• Elimination of four holidays 

ON THE PICKET LINE 

mands, lockouts, and union-bust
ing moves have gone on strike to 
force the bosses to back down. 
~ invite you to contribute 

short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines to 
let other Militant readers know 
about what is happening at your 
workplace or in your union. If 
there is an interesting political 
discussion going on at work, we 
would like to hear about that too. 

Leaders of the American Feder
ation of State, County, and Munic
ipal Employees announced Octo
ber 2 that workers in Philadelphia 
will withhold their labor if a con
tract acceptable to the union has not 
been approved by a deadline of 
12:01 a.m., Tuesday, October 6. 

The 15,000 city workers here are 
represented by District Councils 33 
(blue collar) and 47 (white collar) 
of AFSCME. 

Union members have been work
ing under a de facto extension of 
their previous contract that had ex
pired July l. Union leaders say that 
recent moves by Democratic mayor 
Edward Rendell to unilaterally im
pose harsh cuts and c hanges in 
work rules constitute a lockout. In 
Pennsylvania, locked out workers 
are eligible to draw unemployment 
benefits. 

Rendell decreed the new mea
sures, which will cost city workers 
some $ 100 million in wages and 
benefits, September 23. Claiming 
that "there is no money" to continue 
the tenns of the expired contract 
while negotiating, he demanded 
that union leaders must "get off 
fantasy island." 

Among the worst cuts are: 

and eight sick days per year. 
• Dismantling of a union-run 

health-care plan that has no copay
ments and no deductibles, to be 
replaced by a city plan that has a 
$500 deductible and a 30 percent 
copayment. 

• Income from the union's 
health plan, which is supported by 
payments by the city for each em
ployee, covers an important part of 
AFSCME's rent and staff expenses. 
By ending this arrangement, the 
city would be directly attacking 
AFSCME's current financial un
derpinning, something widely seen 
here as a direct union-busting 
move. 

Rendell has prepared a two-inch
thick document detailing plans to 
operate in the event the unions go 
on strike in response to his cuts. 

These guidelines include the use 
of cops to ride shotgun for scab 
sanitation workers. 

The Rendell administration, 
backed up by the big-business media 
here, has gone on a war footing to 
tum public opinion against the city 
workers. 

Citing wages that are driven up 
by mandatory overtime, city work
ers are depicted as overpaid and 
lazy. 

But the average yearly wage of 
a Philadelphia city worker is 
$22,300 a year. Starting pay for a 
sanitation worker is only $18,957 a 
year. And the union 's wage in
creases between 1980 and 1991 
were only two-thirds the rate of 
inflation. 

Strike strengthens union 
at New Zealand plant 

"We've become one big union. 
We hardly knew each other before 
the strike," stated a worker on the 
picket line at the New Zealand 

Forest Products (NZFP) plant in 
Mataura, New Zealand. The Ma
taura mill is one of four paper 
plants jointly controlled by one of 
New Zealand's largest companies, 
Brierley Investments, and United 
States paper giant International 
Paper. For a month all four mills 
were shut down tight by I ,500 
pulp and paper workers. Work re
sumed at the Mataura mill Sep
tember 15. 

Management demanded separate 
contracts for each plant with expi
ration dates spread over a three year 
period, and the right to lay off any 
worker they choose. 

This was the first strike at the 
Mataura plant in 116 years. "We 
always supported strikes at Kinleith 
financially because Kinleith had 
thousands of workers and had 
enough muscle to win a good con
tract for all of us," explained Evan 
Deans, a leader of the strike. The 
Kinleith mill in Tokoroa is the big
gest NZFP plant. 

Pickets explained that through 
this fight they had joined forces 
with workers at the other three mills 
and felt less isolated. 

At Mataura, 152 strikers main
tained round-the-clock picket lines 
at both plant entrances. Sixteen 
workers signed NZFP's original 
offer. The management at Mataura 
did not attempt to bring in strike
breakers and attempts to do so at 
two other Forest Product's mills 
were defeated by the workers and 
their supporters. 

Forest Products management at
tempted to put pressure on the local 
fire department to refuse a pennit 
for the makeshift stove the pickets 
used. This attempt failed. Manage
ment also hired a security force 
made up of ex-police officers and 
unemployed workers from outside 
the community to patrol and harass 
the pickets. 

Workers were incensed that the 
company installed surveillance 
cameras on a day the strikers took 
down the picket line to attend the 
funeral for the son of one of the 
strikers. 

"I've learned never to trust any
one; not the management nor any 
government politician nor any one 
else like that," stated one of the 
strikers. "I've learned that the only 
people you can trust is yourself and 
your fellow workers." Another 
worker, nodding in agreement, add
ed, "Originally the company tried 

to break our union, but through the 
strike we have built a stronger 
union." 

School bus drivers strike 
in Atlanta · 

Nearly all of Atlanta's 238 public 
school bus drivers struck Septem
ber 9 in a fight to win better wages, 
working conditions, and health in
surance for themselves and their 
families. 

The strikers are employed by 
Laidlaw Transit Company, which 
holds a $3.8 million contract with 
the Atlanta School Board to trans
port some 20,000 students to and 
from school each day. The drivers 
are paid a flat $8 an hour and re
ceive no benefits of any kind. 

Almost all the strikers are 
Black, and many are women and 

Meanwhile, Laidlaw said that if 
strikers did not return to work 
Monday, September 14, they 
would be replaced. The company 
threatened to run 96 buses Mon
day morning, covering a majority 
of routes. The strikers stayed finn, 
however, and organized a larger
than-usual picket line for 6:00 
a.m. Monday morning. Only about 
10 buses went out. 

A school board meeting the eve
ning of September 14 was packed 
with angry drivers, who forced the 
school board to let them speak. Driv
ers voiced concern over the 
children 's safety, saying that Laid
law was moving to break the strike 
by hiring people who weren't quali
fied to transport school children. 
After the meeting, the drivers de
cided to end the strike and they re-
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School bus drivers on strike in Atlanta picket 

single parents. While driving a 
school bus for 20 or so hours a 
week is a second job for some, for 
many others it is their only regular 
income. 

Although the strikers had no 
union, they were confident and 
united. Support was strong among 
other workers in the Atlanta area for 
the strike, especially as the facts of 
their situation become known. 

After the second day of the strike, 
the school board carne up with an 
extra $158,000 to provide raises for 
the drivers. The strikers decided to 
stay out, however, and press their 
fight for health insurance benefits. 

turned to work the following day. 
The strikers are planning to 

continue their fight for insurance 
benefits while back on the job. 
They also voted to affiliate with 
the Amalgamated Transit Union. 

The following people contributed to 
this week's column: Pete Seidman, 
member of United Food and Com
mercial Workers Local 56 in Phil
adelphia; Eugen Lepou and Caro
line Marshall in Christchurch, New 
Zealand; Susan LaMont, member 
of Amalgamated Clothing and Tex
tile Workers Union Local 365 in 
Atlanta. 

---LETTERS------------------------------------
Family farmer caravan 

''The survival of the rural South 
and our African-American family 
farmers is at stake," said Ralph 
Paige, Executive Director of the 
Federation of Southern Coopera
tives, as he joined 75 others on the 
steps of the Richard Russell Federal 
Building in downtown Atlanta to 
kick off a spirited caravan sched
uled to arrive in Washington, D.C., 
September 24. 

Their goals were to call attention 
to the crisis facing family farmers, 
especially Black, Hispanic, and Na
tive American farmers, and to press 
Congress and President Bush to 
provide $10 million to fund the au
thorized 1990 Minority Farmers 
Bill - which has already been 
cleared, but not funded. 

They also call for the funding of 
Extension Agents on Native Amer
ican reservations. 

Numerous civil-rights activists 
and elected officials were on hand 
to advocate support for the effort, 
including the president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Rev. Dr. Joseph Low
ery; Congressional candidate Cyn
thia McKinney; Rev. Emory Sear
cy of Clergy and Laity Concerned; 
and Earl Shinholster, Director of the 
Southeastern Region of the NAACP. 

Socialist Workers Party senatorial 
and congressional candidates were 
in attendance, standing in solidarity 
with the caravan. 

For more information about the 
caravan or the Federation call , in 
Atlanta, (404) 524-6882; in Wash
ington, D.C. (202) 488-5645. 
Miguel 'Zarate 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Aid to hurricane victims 
On Labor Day I participated 

along with other members of Amal
gamated Clothing and Textile Work
ers Union (ACTWU) Local694 in a 
caravan to South Dade County car
rying material aid to farm workers 
whose lives have been devastated by 
Hurricane Andrew. Officials of 
United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union (UFCW), Internato
nal Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union (ILGWU), United Teachers 
of Dade and the carpenters union 
also participated. 

The activity was organized out 
of the ACTWU office and was pre
ceded by a week of soliciting dona
tions from gannentshops in Miami. 
Shop stewards leafleted workers at 
Kuppenheimer and 500 Fashions. 
They, along with ACTWU staffers 
and a few other members, also 

leafleted unorganized shops in the 
area. 

Leading the caravan was a truck 
filled with water, baby items, cloth
ing, etc. Banners on both sides of 
the truck read "ACTWU - The 
Future is in Our Hands." We pro
ceeded slowly south on the free
way, which was jammed with thou
sands of people going to deliver aid 
and help with the clean-up and re
construction. 

Our first stop was a camp set up 
by Centro Campesinos. Farm 
workers themselves were setting up 
tents .for sleeping, a grocery store, 
child care, and so on. They were 
aided by Red Cross volunteers. 
Continually while we were there 
groups of people would come in, 
check in with the coordinator and 
ask what they could do to help. 

Our second stop was a parking 
lot in the midst of a mostly Mexican 
and Haitian neighborhood. As 
goods were being passed out sev
eral unionists took turns speaking 
through a bullhorn about the need 
to be organized and the importance 
of unions. 

This relief effort is a positive step 
for our union. And it is important 
that it is being tied to organizing the 
unorganized. 

Our union, and all unions, must 

be involved in and help in this way 
on all social questions - whether 
they directly effect us or not. 
Becky Ellis 
Miami, Florida 

Japanese-Americans 
in a special part of the University 

of California's annual convocation 
ceremony Sept. 16 marking the 
opening of the school year, I 8 Jap
anese-Americans were recognized 
by the university 50 years after they 
and more than 100 other Japanese
American students at the Berkeley 
campus had been deported to con
centration camps. 

On February 19, 1942, U.S. pres
ident Franklin Roosevelt issued Ex
ecutive Order 9066, which gave 
U.S. military forces power to re
strict the activities of, arrest, and 
imprison Japanese-Americans liv
ing in the United States. Washing
ton had fonnally entered World 
War II in December of the previous 
year, and government officials pro
moted the lie that Japanese-Ameri
cans represented a threat to U.S. 
"national security." In the months 
following February 19, more than 
110,000 Japanese-Americans were 
sent to l 0 internment camps in re
mote areas of the United States. 

Many Japanese students left the 
campus after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor in December, 1941 . Mas
sive anti-Japanese propaganda was 
spread throughout the West Coast 
and Hawaii throughout January, 
1942, including calls for intern
ment. Navy and FBI investigations 
pointed out that there was no evi
dence that Japanese-Americans 
were functioning as spies and sab
oteurs, but the government contin
ued to promote war hysteria and 
restrict the rights of Japanese
Americans. Violent attacks on Jap
anese and other Asians increased. 

In recent years, Japanese-Ameri
cans have been able to force the gov
ernment to make a formal apology 
and to pay restitution for the intern
ments. This was a victory won by 
many victims of racism in the United 
States fighting together. 

Jim Altenberg 
Berkeley, California 

The Letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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Thousands protest Haitian military 
Giant march in New York as Haiti's deposed president Aristide speaks at UN 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

NEW YORK -Chanting "No Aristide, 
no peace," and "Democracy in Haiti," some 
12,000 Haitians and their supporters 
marched an eight-mile route through the 
streets of New York City and rallied in front 
of the United Nations September 29. 

The demonstrators condemned the contin
uing repression by the military rulers in Haiti 
and demanded the return of Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide to the presidency. Among the enthu
siastic protesters were many Haitian high 
school students. Aristide was ousted in a mil
itary coup September 30 last year. 

The rally coincided with Aristide's ad
dress to the United Nations General Assem
bly that day. "The coup d'etat was a crime 
against humanity," stated Aristide. "These 
I 2 months symbolize a double crime against 
humanity." 

Aristide pointed to the Haitian people's 
battle cry, "Democracy or death," which he 
raised last year in his talk before the Assem
bly - five days before the coup: "Today in 
the name of the 3,000 people assassinated 
by the enemies of democracy [during the 
past year] the Haitian people maintain the 
same conviction and the same cry: Democ
racy or death." said Aristide. 

Haiti remains a land of stunning contrasts. 
Of the 7 million people in the country, 6.3 
million cannot read or write and the vast 
majority are undernourished. About 90 per
cent of working-age people are jobless, and 
a majority of those employed earn less than 
$300 a year. On the other hand, Haiti is 
home to 200 millionaire families. The top I 
percent of the population receives 44 per
cent of all national wealth. and owns 60 
percent of the land. 

"Never has Haiti known a dictatorship so 
fierce and so bloody," said Aristide as he 
pointed to some of the effects of military 
rule during the past year: More than 40,000 
political refugees; hundreds of thousands of 
citizens fleeing from across the country; 
more than I 00 journalists victims of military 
terrorism; priests arrested, beaten, and im
prisoned ; and peasant organizations and 
trade unions systematically destroyed. 

Despite this repression " more than 90 per
cent of the population of Haiti are still saying 
no to the military rulers," stated Aristide. 

'Yes to the embargo' 
"Despite the controversy surrounding the 

embargo, the people of Haiti say over and 
over again, ' Yes to the embargo,'" ex
plained Aristide. "It should be, in the final 
analysis, an embargo that is real, coordi
nated and total." 

The Haitian leader urged the United Na
tions to work with the Organization of 

Militant/Brian Williams 
Demonstrator at New \brk protest 
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Thousands took to New York streets to protest Haitian military dictatorship on first 
anniversary of coup. Protesters also denounced U.S. complicity with military rulers. 

American States (OAS) to help restore his 
government to power. 

In mid-September the OAS dispatched 
18 observers to Haiti as part of an agree
ment worked out with the Haitian military 
rulers. Aristide supporters had been seek
ing a significantly larger force. Shortly 
after arriving in Haiti, one member of the 
OAS delegation was sent back by the mil-

itary because they appeared to be too sym
pathetic to Aristide. 

Aristide's UN speech was broadcast to 
the thousands of people rallying across the 
street. Several hundred Haitians who 
packed the visitors gallery inside the Gen
eral Assembly Hall enthusiastically 
cheered and applauded the Haitian leader's 
remarks. 

Haitians took to the streets in protest in 
several other cities as well. In Montreal up 
to 500 people demonstrated in front of the 
government offices September 29. Some 
stayed all night. The following evening 
1,000 people participated in another rally. 
Several thousand demonstrated in Miami 
and about 700 in Boston. 

In Haiti, the military was placed on "max
imum alert" to head off any pro-Aristide 
rallies around the anniversary of the coup. 
Police with bullhorns rode through the main 
streets of the Port-Au-Prince, Haiti 's capital, 
September 30, ordering people to keep mov
ing so that no crowds could assemble. 

Spokespersons for Aristide inside the 
country were asking supporters not to take 
to the streets. " It has demoralized support
ers, yes, but we must accept that," said Rev. 
Antoine Adrien, an advisor to Aristide. " But 
I think enough blood has been shed." 

Living in permanent fear 
A recently released Amnesty Interna

tional report provides a glimpse of the hor
rendous conditions under which Haitian 
working people live. 

"The old .repressive structures are back in 
place," states the report. "Haitians live in 
permanent fear, while their oppressors are 
free to kill, torture and terrorize with impu
nity. 

"Civilians have to pay to prevent human 
rights violations," says Amnesty Interna
tional. "Prisoners have to pay to stop the 
beatings or to secure their release. In many 
cases families have to sell their possessions 
to help a relative out of jail." 

Meanwhile the U.S. government contin
ues to intercept in international waters all 
Haitians fleeing the island and return them 
directly to Haiti's military rulers. Washington 
also exempted U.S.-owned companies in 
Haiti from the trade embargo, which the OAS 
imposed shortly after Aristide was ousted. 

Some of the wealthy elite along with top 
military officers have made huge fortunes 
in contraband and drug smuggling by evad
ing the embargo. 

Communist League candidates call for 'No' 
vote in Canada's constitutional referendum 

The following statement was released 
October 3 by Michel Prairie and John 
Steele, Communist League candidates for 
upcoming by-elections in Montreal and 
Toronto. They are both members of the 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
\\brkers Union. 

All working people and defenders of 
democratic rights should reject the chauvin
ist campaign being waged by Canada's cap
italist rulers and oppose their constitutional 
"reforms" that deny the right of self-deter
mination of Quebecois and Native people. 
Faced with the prospects that a majority, 
especially in Quebec, might vote down their 
proposals to amend the Canadian constitu
tion in the October 26 Canada-wide refer
endum, the ruling rich launched an hysteri
cal campaign warning of dire economic con
sequences if the constitutional accord is de
feated. 

This, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
claimed, would lead to the formation of an 
independent Quebec and the break-up of 
Canada. According to the Royal Bank a no 
vote would lead to a $10,000 decline in 
annual income per family and the loss of 
hundreds of thousands of jobs. 

This desperate campaign of economic 
blackmail, aimed at convincing working 
people to vote for the new constitutional 
accord, backfired and instead became the 
catalyst for a deepening of the Canadian 
rulers' crisis. Capitalist investors and spec
ulators reacted to Ottawa's demagogic 

claims and to the underlying weakness of 
the Canadian economy by transferring mas
sive amounts of capital out of the country. 
By October 1, the Canadian dollar had faJlen 
to less than 80 US cents, from more than 84 
cents a month before. 

The Bank of Canada immediately tried to 
stop this slide by increasing interest rates by 
two percent This was the biggest single
week change since the Bank of Canada was 
created in 1935 and a complete reversal of 
a two-year long effort by the Canadian gov
ernment to overcome the recession with 
lower interest rates. But the Canadian dollar 
and Canadian stock market prices continued 
to decline. 

'Drastic action' demanded 
As Toronto Globe and Mail business col

umnist Terence Corcoran pointed out "no 
matter who wins the referendum" the eco
nomic crisis will continue. He then warned 
that the only way to begin to reverse that 
crisis is for Canada's rulers to take the kind 
of"drastic action" being carried out by gov
ernments in Europe to slash workers wages 
and working conditions in order to reverse 
falling profit rates. 

The rulers ' goal in the referendum debate 
is to win majority support for some cosmetic 
reforms to the constitution -especially 
among Quebecois and Natives who rejected 
the two previous efforts at constitutional 
reform over the past decade. They hope that 
this will give their constitution the legiti
macy it now lacks and strengthen the capac-

ity of the ruling rich to take the kind of 
"drastic action" here and internationally that 
is necessary to resolve their crisis. 

Over the past two years Canadian troops 
have been utilized in Iraq, Yugoslavia, and 
Somalia in collaboration with Washington 
and other imperialist powers, as well as 
against Mohawk Indians fighting for their 
rights in Canada. 

Up to one hundred heavily armed RCMP 
agents and Pinkerton security guards have 
been employed against 240 striking gold 
miners at the Giant Gold Mine in Yellow
knife in the Northwest Territories to ensure 
the company's capacity to replace them with 
scabs. And a huge campaign is being waged 
to frame up the strikers and their union for 
the explosion that killed nine replacement 
workers on September 18. 

The attempt to frame them up is the spear
head of a cross country campaign by the 
bosses to weaken and break workers' unions 
from Yellowknife to the lock-out of 450 
flight attendants at Nationair in Toronto and 
Montreal since last November and their re
placement by scabs. 

Quebecois and Native rights 
The anti-worker drive includes the rulers' 

efforts to break the long standing resistance 
of Quebecois and Native peOple to their 
national oppression. Quebecois have histor
ically been paid lower wages and suffered 
from higher unemployment rates than work
ers in Quebec whose first language is En-

Continued on Page ll 
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