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Los Angeles: 6,000 blast
cop beating of Mexicans

BY DAVID CREED
AND CRAIG HONTS

LOS ANGELES — Six thousand
people poured through the streets of
downtown Los Angeles April 6 to
demand prosecution of the cops
who clubbed several Mexican
workers near Riverside, California,
southeast of here. The April 1 beat-

Tear down Clinton’s wall!
Equal rights for
immigrants!

— see editorial page 10

ing, videotaped by a TV crew flying
in a helicopter overhead and shown
on television throughout the United
States and Mexico, has caused
widespread outrage. Chants of
“Raza Si, Migra No!” and “We
didn’t cross the border, the border
crossed us!” rang out from the pre-
dominately youthful demonstrators.

Many carried home-made signs
and banners that were written after
individuals heard about the demon-
stration on the radio. “No More
Latin Blood!” read one placard. “Wilson,
Buchanan, Salinas, Zedillo — the blame
15 yours!” referred to California governor
Peter Wilson, ultrarightist politician
Patrick Buchanan, and the former and cur-
rent presidents of Mexico Carlos Salinas
de Gortari and Emesto Zedillo. “Full Citi-
zenship for All Immigrants!” and “I am
not a Pifiata!” read other signs.

Another woman carrying a sign saying
“The real illegals are the police — Jail the
cops who beat us!” said in an interview,
“I’m here because there should be justice.
They should punish the police, they

should kick them off their job. They’re
racists and don’t belong in a place with au-
thority. Instead of giving them vacations
we should be giving them convictions.”

At 5:30 a.m. that morning before the
march, border patrol agents followed a
truck they claimed was stolen, which
overturned on a rural road near Riverside
killing seven men and injuring 18. The po-
lice said they suspected the vehicle was
carrying undocumented immigrants and
claimed they did not chase the truck, they
just followed it. The victims are between
20 and 30 years old.

Outraged demonstrators at April 6 march in Los Angeles. “Prosecute and punish the
Riverside cops; delegation from Young Socialists convention,” reads the sign in Spanish.

“This is not exceptional; cop beatings
and killings of immigrant workers happen
every day,” said Verénica Poses, another
demonstrator who came here from Miami.
“What was exceptional in the April 1 inci-
dent was the TV camera. We’ve got to
fight to stop racist police violence.” Poses,
a leader of the Young Socialists, joined
the march along with several YS members
and hundreds of other youth.

Around 300 demonstrators also
marched at the same time from City Hall
to the county jail in the city of Riverside.

Continued on Page 3

Protests mount against U.S. visa denials

BY MACEO DIXON

BOSTON — “I am writing to express
my outrage and disappointment at the U.S.
State Department’s decision to deny entry
visas to Maika Guerrero and Iroel Sdnchez

Cuba Conference

~ Friday, April 19, 7 - 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 20, 10-a.m. -

the United States by the State Department.
Speakers will include:

Gaibor (U.S.-Cuba Youth Exchange)

for Social Progress ®

Américas.

) Ap_m_

The keynote speakers of this conference, Maika Guerrero
(top) and Iroel Sanchez (bottom), were denied entry into

Herman Ferguson (Malcolm X Commemoration Com-
mittee) ® Elombe Brathe (Patrice Lumumba Coalition) *
Mary-Alice Waters (Editor of £pisodes of the Cuban Rev-
olutionary War: /956-58 by Emesto Che Guevara) ®
Leslie Cagan (Cuba Information Project) ® Ramsey Clark
(International Peace for Ciiba Appeal) ®*Rosemari Mealy
(Author of Fide/ and Malc..'m) * Sally O'Brien (WBAI Radio monthly program
Cuba in Focus) *Ray LaForest (Haitian Anti-Intervention Committee) ® Lorena

Sponsors: BMCC Student Government Association ® Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender Alliance * Young Socialists ® Socialist Workers Pary * BMCC
. Chess Club * Latino Honor Society ® Cuba Informa-
tion Project ® | 199 Healthcare Trade Union Com-
mittee ® Dominican Friends of Cuba ® Haitian Anti-
Intervention Committee ® Black Panther Committee
Emergency Women's Action
Coalition ® National Peoples Campaign ® Casa de las

For more information call Reggie Mason at BMCC
Student Government (2 12) 406-3980

from the Center for Studies of Youth in
Havana, Cuba. I understand that you have
taken the position that allowing these
young Cubans to speak in the United
States would be ‘against U.S. interests,” ”

said Eileen Find-

BOROUGH OF lay in letter to the

State Department.
MANH.MTAN Findlay is an as-
Community sistant professor
CoLLEGE of Latin American

and  Caribbean
History at Ameri-
can University in
Washington, D.C.
“The State De-
partment’s deci-
sion is a clear vio-
lation of the rights
to free speech and
free exchange of
ideas which are
protected by this
country’s consti-
tution,” Findlay
continued.
Sanchez  and
Guerrero had been
invited to come to
the United States
by 119 professors
and student
groups from 73
universities in 22

states and the District of Columbia. The
Boston-based Faculty-Student Cuban
Youth Lectures Committee, which was
coordinating their planned April speaking
tour, is now urging supporters of free
speech to pour protest letters into the State
Department demanding it reverse its deci-
sion.

The April 10 New York Times published
a letter from August Nimtz and Gary Pre-
vost, professors at the University of Min-
nesota and St. John’s University respec-
tively, condemning the State Depart-
ment’s action. The two had helped orga-
nize similar tours for Cuban youth leaders
in the past. “The denial of the visas is an
attack on academic freedom that has im-
plications for broader civil liberties as
well,” they wrote.

Supporters of free speech and the right
to hear the Cubans speak for themselves
have begun reaching broadly for support.
This past week 50 auto workers signed pe-
titions protesting the denial of the visas.
Abby Tilsner and a co-worker, Kim Hi-
laire, circulated the petitions inside the gi-
ant General Motors plant in Tarrytown,
New York. Tilsner said they did this be-
cause denying Sanchez and Guerrero to
lecture in the U.S. “makes it more difficult
to get the truth about Cuba.”

On April 6, in Minneapolis, 50 people
attended the regular Saturday Morning

Continued on Page 5§
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Young
Socialists

hold first
convention

BY NAOMI CRAINE
AND TOM ALTER

MINNEAPOLIS — The Young Social-
ists came out of their first national conven-
tion geared up to join protests demanding
equal rights for immigrants, strike picket
lines, and antiracist and women’s rights
actions. In the process YS members will
use the momentum from their convention
to campaign for socialism and build the
communist movement.

Delegates to the convention, held here
in Minnesota April 6-7, decided to put
winning support for the Socialist Workers
candidates James Harris for U.S. president
and Laura Garza for vice president at the
center of their work. They discussed,
amended, and adopted a set of political
principles, as well as a plan of action for
the coming months. The YS campaigns in-
clude work in defense of the Cuban revo-
lution and participation in a broad range of
other struggles.

YS members didn’t wait for their con-

Continued on Page 6
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Rail workers reject contract

Members of the United Transporta-
tion Union (UTU) have turned down
a tentative agreement reached be-
tween UTU officials and most major
railroads in the United States, UTU
president Charles Little announced
April 10. Negotiations are to resume
and no strike announcements have
been made so far.

Selling books
nets recruits
to socialist
movement

BY SARA LOBMAN

“The main point of the campaign to sell
Pathfinder books is that it helps us find the
workers and youth who are interested in
becoming part of the communist move-
ment,” Naomi Craine said during a recent
interview. Craine, recently returned from
the April 6-7 Young Socialists (YS) con-
vention in Minneapolis, covering the
event for the Militant. B

She pointed to Monique, a student from
Calgary, Alberta, in Canada, who joined
the YS at the convention. Monique first
found out about the YS at a conference in
Omaha, Nebraska, entitled “Pedagogy of
the Oppressed” that Pathfinder supporters
from Des Moines, Iowa, had attended. She
ended up taking a Greyhound bus from
Calgary to the Twin Cities — a two-and-a-
half day trip — to attend the YS meeting.

This was one of the fruits of the suc-
cessful book sales campaign through
Pathfinder bookstores in March. Distribu-
tors in the United States sold 1,890 books
and pamphlets last month — 105 percent
of their goal. They can now build on this
accomplishment by repeating it in April
and emulating it in sales though commer-

Continued on Page 5




Argentina: 10,000 inmates rebel

More than 10,000 inmates have rebelled
in 18 prisons across Argentina, calling for
an end to overcrowding and unsanitary
living conditions, and for the government
to enforce a rule that reduces sentences by
two days for every day beyond two years
that a suspect is held before sentencing.
The rebellion began March 30 at the Sierra
Chica maximum security prison in Buenos
Aires when prisoners fought off guards
and took hostages in an attempt to escape.

Justice ministry officials said two in-
mates were killed. But some family mem-
bers of prisoners who were allowed inside
Sierra Chica said they saw 17 bodies. “We
recognize that the prisons are over-
crowded, and that’s the reason for the cri-
sis,” Eduardo Duhalde, the governor of
Buenos Aires province, said in a radio in-
terview. Provincial officials said Duhalde
ordered them to end the crisis by April 7.

Bolivian workers defend state oil

Carrying signs and chanting “Do not
sell our heritage,” 50,000 people marched
April 1 in La Paz, Bolivia’s capital, for
better wages and against the sale of the
state oil company. Striking public workers
shut down public transportation. In re-
sponse, cops attacked the demonstration.

The previous week thousands of work-
ers demonstrated in the main cities of Bo-
livia with the same demands.The actions
were organized as part of a national strike
called by the Bolivian Workers Federation
(COB). In Cochabamba, the police ar-
rested more than 250 unionists and re-
tirees participating in a hunger strike in-
volving 2,000 people. A peasant was
killed in the cop attack. Bolivian president
Gonzalo Sinchez de Lozada said April 1
that the sale of the oil company was the
only way “to defeat the extreme poverty”
in the country.

Salvador peasants protest debts

More than 5,000 peasants marched for
the second day in a row on March 28 de-
manding the cancellation of 90 percent of
their debts to the government. “We de-
mand the cancellation of the banking and
agrarian debt,” read several signs that
peasants carried in the march to the Leg-
islative Assembly. Many peasants were

Inmates in revolt at a prison in Argentiné. Thousands of prlsoners are waging
hunger strikes to protest crowding and unsanitary living conditions.

former guerrillas or army soldiers who
went into agricultural jobs after the peace
agreement of January 1992.

The regime proposed to write off 65
percent of the debt, but said the peasants
will have to pay 35 percent immediately.
The peasants assert that the government’s
proposal is impossible without asking for
a bank loan at 18 percent interest. Accord-
ing to the peasants organizations, the
agrarian and banking debts of some
150,000 families goes up to $345 million.
Eduardo Linares, congressman and leader
of the former guerrilla group Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN),
said the peasants “don’t see any alterna-
tive.”

U.S. steps up threats on Libya
The Clinton administration has stepped
up military threats against the government
of Libya, charging it with plans to build an
underground chemical weapons plant.
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When asked about using military force
against Tripoli at an April 3 news confer-
ence in Egypt, U.S. defense secretary
William Perry said, “I wouldn’t rule any-
thing out or anything in.”

Perry said Cairo might be asked to par-
ticipate in Washington’s war plans as a
staging area for a military assault against
Libya. With scant evidence, Perry said he
showed [Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak “photographs, and they demon-
strate that the Libyans are not now produc-
ing chemical weapons but that they have
an extensive program under way to de-
velop a chemical weapons facility.”
Libya’s head of state, Col. Muammar
Qaddafi, said the facility under construc-
tion is a water irrigation system.

Berlin: actions against social cuts

Thousands of working people hit the
streets of Berlin March 27 to oppose cuts
in social programs announced by city fi-
nance minister Annette Fugmann-
Heesing. The next day the city council ap-
proved Fugmann-Heesing’s proposal to
chop the city’s budget from $30.3 billion
to $29.1 billion — the biggest cuts in 50
years.

A series of protest actions included
3,000 schoolchildren who marched on city
hall March 25. Construction workers para-
lyzed traffic for hours March 26 demand-
ing the government halt the cancellation of
public housing projects that would elimi-
nate 14,000 jobs.

Yeltsin halts anti-Chechnya push

Facing elections June 16, Russian presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin announced March 31

that all major military operations against
Chechnya would cease and said he would
approve peace talks with Chechen rebel
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. “Military oper-
ations on Chechen territory will stop at
midnight tonight,” Yeltsin declared in a
nationally televised interview.

Meanwhile, Russian planes bombed the
village of Shalazi April 3, killing two peo-
ple and destroying 300 homes. “We don’t
believe a word Yeltsin says — I wish he’d
drop dead,” said Olga Astashkino, 30, an
ethnic Russian living in Grozny. “How
can you talk about peace when they keep
bombing us?”

Seoul students protest cop attack

Some 4,000 students rallied in South
Korea March 31 after a student was killed
in a massive protest against the regime the
day before. Thousands of riot cops at-
tacked students who were demonstrating
against corruption in the government.
“Down with [President] Kim Young
Sam,” the protesters chanted while march-
ing from a campus in Seoul. Students have
protested against the government in the
past just before parliamentary elections,
which are scheduled for April 11.

U.S. plane crashes in Croatia

A U.S. military plane, a modified ver-
sion of a Boeing 737, crashed April 3 on a
hillside near Dubrovnik, Croatia, as it was
approaching the city’s airport. There were
no survivors among the 35 passengers and
crew members. The deceased include U.S.
commerce secretary Ronald Brown, a
dozen top executives of U.S. corporations,
and a CIA “analyst.” Government officials
in Washington said the plane went down
during a severe storm, but have not pro-
vided a precise explanation for the crash.

Brown and his entourage were on a mis-
sion to expand U.S. commercial and other
business operations in Bosnia and else-
where in Yugoslavia. A number of other
chief executive officers of major U.S.
companies, including Northwest Airlines
co-chairman Alfred Checchi and the presi-
dent of Boeing, were scheduled to be on
that flight but altered plans at the last
minute and did not go on the trip.

Trial on MOVE lawsuit to begin

Jury selection began April 2 in the fed-
eral lawsuit filed against the city of
Philadelphia by Ramona Africa, a member
of the Black cultural group MOVE. Police
fired 10,000 rounds of ammunition into
the group’s house May 13, 1985, and
eventually dropped a C-4 bomb from a he-
licopter on the home. The blast ignited a
fire that destroyed 60 other homes and left
250 people homeless in that Black
working-class neighborhood.

Eleven people in the group were killed
by the cops’ military operation, including
five children. “I was bombed, almost burnt
alive,” said Ramona Africa. “What hap-
pened on May 13 was deliberate murder.”

— MAURICE WILLIAMS
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Clinton escalates assault on

BY HILDA CUZCO

In the past several months the Clinton
_ administration has escalated factory raids
by immigration cops, beefed up the border
police, and stepped up the deportation of
undocumented workers.

Meanwhile, Democratic and Republi-
can politicians in the Senate are debating
a bill to curtail immigration and restrict the
rights of immigrants. A version of this
measure was approved by the House of
Representatives March 21 in a bipartisan
vote of 333 to 87. Commenting on the leg-
islation, Republican Congressman Lamar
Smith, chief sponsor of the bill, said,
“Immigration is not an entitlement, it is a
privilege.”

Last year the U.S. Border Patrol ar-
rested 1.3 million undocumented immi-
grants at the Mexican border, 400,000
more than in 1994. The Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) also an-
nounced a record 51,600 deportations in
1995, an increase of nearly 75 percent
from 1990.

In January President William Clinton
signed legislation raising the INS budget
to $2.6 billion. Much of this increase is to
hire 800 Border Patrol cops, boosting the
total to 5,700 agents. In the last 10 years
the number of U.S. immigration police at
the border has almost doubled. While other
federal budget items get slashed, Clinton
is pushing for an increase in next year’s
budget to add 700 more border cops.

Some $4 million has already been ear-
marked for a giant fence along the border
near San Diego. Last year the Clinton ad-
ministration built a 10-foot high steel wall
along 24 miles of the California border
and into the Pacific Ocean, as part of a
crackdown called Operation Gatekeeper.

Last December, INS chief Doris Meiss-
ner and other U.S. officials tested an
“enhanced border control plan” in south-
emn Arizona, supposedly in case of mass
immigration caused by a financial col-
lapse in Mexico. “Scores of Border Con-
trol agents practiced erecting cyclone-
fence corrals, herding immigrants through
them for emergency processing, and load-
ing them onto bus convoys for travel to
mass detention centers,” the New York

Times reported December 8. Since Jan-
uary 1995 some 200-300 members of the
U.S. armed forces have been sent to rein-
force the border police.

Clinton: ‘American jobs’

In February Clinton signed an executive
order that prohibits companies that hire
undocumented workers from receiving
federal contracts. “American jobs belong
to America’s legal workers,” the president
declared on signing the order.

The number of INS inspectors at work-
places has more than doubled to 700. In
March immigration cops arrested dozens
of meat-packers in Philadelphia; machine
operators in Norwalk, Connecticut; and 24
janitors at the State House in Trenton,
New Jersey. In February 83 workers were
arrested in raids of restaurants around
Washington, D.C. In the last six months

the INS has arrested 700 undocumented

garment workers in New York.

Protests blast cop beating

Continued from front page

Prominent in the march were contingents
of students from the University of Califor-
nia Riverside, Chafee College, and River-
side Community College.

“It’s wrong for the cops to beat anyone
who comes to this country just to work,”
said Malcolm Johnson, a young worker
who is African-American. “Blacks, Lati-
nos, and whites should struggle together.
We should be united.”

. A well-attended news conference pre-

ceding the rally was held at the headquar-
ters of the Los Angeles County Federation
of Labor. Union officials who condemned
the police violence at the news conference
included Bill Robertson, acting secretary-
treasurer of the Los Angeles County AFL-
CIO; David Sickler, regional director of
the AFL-CIO; and Steve Nutter, regional
director of the Union of Needletrades, In-
dustrial and Textile Employees.

“This is not an isolated incident,” Nut-
ter told the press. “What was their crime?”
he asked. “The woman beaten was a gar-
ment worker. It could have been me or our
members. Her crime was making our
clothes.”

Nutter was referring to Leticia
Gonzilez, 32, one of the passengers in the
pickup truck that stopped on the side of
the highway after being chased by the po-
lice April 1. As she got out one of the cops
beat her on the back with his baton,
slammed her face into the pickup’s hood,
yanked her by the hair, and pulled her to
the ground.

Gonzilez was released after being
treated for injuries. Another Mexican
worker, Flores Martinez, 26, suffered
bruises and a hairline fracture of an elbow;
he was jailed after being briefly treated at
a hospital.

Similar protests took place in several
other cities. Some 75 peegle turned out at
the Federal Building in downtown Seattle
April 5. The picket line was called by El
Centro de La Raza. Bernie Whitebear, ex-

ecutive director of the United Indians of
All Tribes Foundation, called on U.S. at-
torney general Janet Reno to bring federal
civil rights charges against the cops in-
volved in the April 1 beating.

Geoff Mirelowitz from Seattle contributed
to this article.

BY AMY HUSK

NEW YORK CITY — Chanting “Aqui
estamos y aqui nos quedamos!” (We are
here and we are here to stay) and
“Immigrants Yes, La Migra No,” about
350 demonstrators marched from the Fed-
eral Building here to Thompkins Square
Park on the Lower East Side on April 6.
Along the way the marchers stopped for
rallies in immigrant communities in Chi-
natown and on Delancey Street.

“We are here to protest the beating of
Mexican workers by the cops in Califor-
nia,” announced Miguel Maldonado, an
organizer of the demonstration and leader
of the Immigrant Workers Association.
“This is a fight not just for Latinos, not
just for Asians, not just for immigrants,
but for all people who believe in justice.”

The march was part of a series of activi-
ties being planned by the local organizers
of the Coordinadora/Campaign 96 in the
months of April and May. According to
the publicity for the march, Campaign 96

" is a “nationwide effort to create an immi-

grant grassroots movement.” The group is
planning a national demonstration in
Washington, D.C., on October 12.

In addition to protesting the police beat-
ings of Mexican workers in Los Angeles,
the April 6 action was a protest against a
number of other anti-immigrant measures
being considered by the U.S. Congress
(see article above).

A group of teachers and their family
members from Public School 169 came to
the demonstration to protest this law. They
carried homemade signs demanding edu-
cation for all children. Danny Stone, a

Militant/Margethe Siem
March in New York City April 6 condemning cop assault on Mexicans in California.
The protest announced a national demonstration on October 12 in Washington, D.C.

Last summer and fall, the INS arrested
4,000 immigrants in a sweep of work-
places in six southeastern states, called
“Operation South P.A.W.” The initials
stand for  “Protecting  American
Workers” — the main propaganda theme
of Clinton’s immigration policy.

In Washington, the administration has
set the tone in the debate on an anti-
immigrant bill by backing a proposal to re-
duce legal immigration by one- third, a
measure Republican presidential con-
tender Robert Dole has so far not en-
dorsed. Ultrarightist politician Patrick
Buchanan has called for a five-year mora-
torium on legal immigration.

Not to be outdone, however, Dole has
supported provisions to restrict immi-
grants’ access to welfare and social secu-
rity, and advocates use of the military in
patrolling the borders. He also calls for
declaring English the official language; 23
state governments have already adopted

of Mexicans

young teacher, expressed his outrage at
“the scapegoating of immigrants, people
that have fewer rights to defend them-
selves.”

The majority of the demonstrators were
Spanish-speaking workers and youth, in-
cluding a large contingent of Mexicans
carrying a big Mexican flag. Many found
out about the march in an editorial in E/
Diario/lLa Prensa, the main Spanish-
language daily in the city. The editorial
denounced the police violence in Los An-
geles and encouraged people to join the
protest.
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English-only laws.

An amendment to the immigration bill
was approved March 20 that would deny
public education to undocumented chil-
dren. House Speaker Newton Gingrich ar-
gued for the measure saying the problem
is undocumented immigrants who “come
to America to live off the law-abiding,
American taxpayer.” Clinton opposes this
provision, preferring his police crackdown
at the border and in workplaces.

This provision in the immigration bill
echoes Proposition 187, a California ballot
initiative championed by Gov. Peter Wil-
son that was approved in November 1994.
Key parts of that measure were declared
unconstitutional by a federal judge last
November on grounds that only the fed-
eral government can regulate immigration.
In 1982 the U.S. Supreme Court struck
down a Texas law that banned undocu-
mented childreri from attending public
schools.

Among the highlights of the immigra-
tion bill, it authorizes adding 1,000 Border
Patrol cops each year for the next five
years and building a 13-mile triple fence
south of San Diego. It would also set up a
toll-free number for bosses to verify the
status of prospective workers, a measure
some call a step toward a national identifi-
cation card. Democratic senator Dianne
Feinstein has already called for such a na-
tional ID card with such features as a per-
son’s photo and fingerprints. _

The Senate is soon due to debate a simi-
lar bill. Some senators have expressed
hesitations about pushing too fast right
now in the probe against “legal” immi-
grants, preferring instead to foster a wedge
between “American” and undocumented
workers.

While INS attacks have stepped up,
protests by immigrants and defenders of
democratic rights have also noticeably in-
creased across the country. The recent po-
lice beating of several Mexican immi-
grants near Los Angeles has become the
most recent focal point of such protests.

In Detroit, the United Auto Workers
(UAW) union helped initiate an April 2
action by 35 people outside the INS court.
They were protesting recent INS raids at
three small auto part plants in Detroit sub-
urbs where cops brutalized and arrested
workers. At one of these plants, in the city
of Romulus, workers had recently voted to
join the UAW.

“The INS denied these workers their
human rights. They re just working people
trying to live and then immigration roughs
them up. On top of that, immigration sepa-
rates families to pressure people not to
contest deportation,” said one UAW mem-
ber, explaining why she turned out to
protest.

Similarly, in Minneapolis immigrant
rights supporters have called an April 11
protest at the federal building in response
to a migra raid at the Gold’n Plump
chicken processing plant in Cold Spring,
Minnesota, nine days earlier. Some 55
workers were arrested and most deported.
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Camilo Cienfuegos as an immigrant in U.S.

Pathfinder Press recently released a new
edition of Emesto Che Guevara’s
Episodes of the Cuban Revolutionary War
— 1956-58. “Pages from Cuba’s Revolu-
tionary History,” a weekly series aimed at
promoting this book, features articles by
and about combatants of the July 26
Movement and Rebel Army, which led the
revolutionary war that overthrew the U.S.-
backed dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista
and opened the socialist revolution in the
Americas.

This week’s installment is about Camilo
Cienfuegos, one of the principal Rebel
Army commanders. Before he joined the
Cuban revolutionary forces, Cienfuegos
was a worker and political activist in the
United States. Cienfuegos’s first stay in
the United States ended with his deporta-
tion by the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service (INS). The second ended
when he went to Mexico to volunteer for
the Granma expedition being organized
by the July 26 Movement, led by Fidel
Castro, to begin the revolutionary armed
struggle against the Batista regime.

After the revolution’s victory on Jan. 1,
1959, Cienfuegos became Rebel Army
chief of staff. He was killed Oct. 28, 1959,
when his plane was lost at sea.

The following account was written by a
friend of Cienfuegos who accompanied
him on both trips. It is taken from Camilo:
sefior de la vanguardia (Camilo, lord of
the vanguard) by William Gaélvez
(Havana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales,
1988). Translation and subheads are by
the Militant.
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BY RAFAEL SIERRA

When we had gathered sufficient
money for the trip—which we had to col-
lect from friends, family members, a raf-
fle, etc.—we acquired a 29-day visa,
which was then called a “B-29.” On April
5, 1953, we took a flight to Miami. On ar-
riving we found lodging in the house of a
lady who rented rooms, but we stayed
there only 48 hours because we didn’t
know the language and our objective was
to go to New York and find José Antonio
Pérez, who would help us get a job, since
we were short of money.

We took a bus and arrived in New York
on April 6 or 7. We stayed at the Pierre
Hotel—we were only there one night be-
cause, not knowing it, we had checked
into one of the most expensive hotels. We
made contact with José Antonio, who was
recently married, and he took us to the
home of Eugenio Téllez on 18th Street be-
tween 8th and 9th Avenues. Téllez owned
a guest house more in line with our funds,
and we rented a room, which Camilo and
I shared. We then began the struggle to
find work. The first barrier was not know-
ing the language and our Latin American
background.

Garment worker in New York

Camilo was the first to find work. His
experience as a tailor and his physical ap-
pearance—he could pass for an American
if he didn’t talk—helped land him a job in

Special offer from

Episodes of the Cuban
Revolutionary War, 1956-58
Ernesto Che Guevara

Erpesto Che Guevara
Episodes
of the Cu
Revolutionary
Warw?(»»‘»‘

Special offer to members of the
>athfinder Readers Club

Regular price 823.95
Special offer S18 (25% ofT)
Offer good until May 1

Episodes of the Cuban Revolutionary War is a firsthand
account of the military battles and political campaigns that
culminated in the January 1959 mass armed insurrection that
overthrew the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship.

Guevara’s Episodes shows how he and other Rebel Army
combatants were transformed by their experiences into battle-
tested leaders of working people in Cuba. Writing with clarity
and humor, he shows how the revolution’s social program emerged out of deepening
class-struggle experience by workers and peasants themselves. He explains how the
Rebel Army and July 26 Movement grew into a movement capable of leading millions
to carry through a socialist revolution in the years after the 1959 victory.

Edited with an introduction by Mary-Alice Waters.

ing in a restaurant in New York.

a mass-production garment shop as a
sewing machine operator. By then we had
only a few pennies left. The job paid little
and there was not a lot of work in the shop.

When work there began to slow down,
Camilo found a job at a restaurant on
Broadway some time around May. In
June, when summer began, Camilo—who
spoke a smattering of English—found a
job at the Huntington Yacht Club on Long
Island. This was the first time we worked
together, because soon I got a job there
too. The work was washing dishes, peel-
ing potatoes and onions, and basically
helping in the kitchen. We lived there in
the yacht club.

We worked at the Huntington until the
end of September, when summer ended. It
suited us not to stay in the same place for
very long, to avoid detection by the immi-
gration agents. We used false names:
Camilo was Ramén Ruiz and I was Luis
Lépez. For safekeeping, we gave the little
money we had saved to Eugenio Téllez,
whom we had befriended.

Owing to this situation and unable to
find work, Camilo decided we should go
to Chicago and disappear from New York
for a while. This was suggested to us by
some friends. A few days earlier, Camilo
had participated in an anti-Trujillo picket
line in front of the hotel where the Do-
minican tyrant was staying, to protest the
dictator’s visit to the United States.' That
demonstration by Dominican patriots,
which included many other Latin Ameri-

Pathfinder

Cheo Pardo/Cuban Institute of History
Camilo Cienfuegos, above, in Las Villas, De-
cember 1958. Inset: Cienfuegos, right, work-

Join the Pathfinder Readers Club for a $10 annual fee,
and receive special discounts like this, as well as a 15
percent discount on all Pathfinder titles from bookstores
listed on page 8 and direct from the publisher. Contact
the Pathfinder bookstore nearest you, or write
Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, NY 10014. Fax
(212) 727-0150. When ordering by mail, please include
$3 for postage and handling.
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cans, had big
repercussions,
and a number of
people were in-
jured. This led the
immigration au-
thorities to inten-
sify their search
for Latinos stay-
ing illegally in the
country.

Political activity

During the
whole time Camilo was in New York —
about seven months— we were associ-
ated with a patriotic organization of

Cuban exiles called Cuban Civic Ac-
tion, which published a newspaper
called La Voz de Cuba [the voice of
Cuba], for which Camilo wrote a few
articles. José Antonio Pérez edited the
newspaper and he recruited Camilo and
me to this patriotic organization. We
participated in meetings and demonstra-
tions against Batista, Trujillo, Somoza,
etc.

I remember that when the Moncada
events occurred in July,2 we held a
meeting to discuss how to support and
collaborate with the insurgents’ cause,
since that event had a big impact on ev-
eryone. A few things were done, mainly
responding to the slanders and distor-
tions spread at the time in the U.S.
press. We often met at the home of José
Antonio, or Téllez, or a comrade named
Brunilda Soler and her husband. Be-
sides Cubans, other Latin Americans

sometimes participated in these meetings,
where we discussed the organization’s
work and the situation in Cuba and other
Latin American countries. We also con-
ducted political discussion groups, above
all studying the works of [Cuban anti-
imperialist leader José] Marti.

We left for Chicago in the middle or end
of October. After arriving we got an apart-
ment on Clark Street, near Lake Michigan
and Lincoln Park. Finding work in that
state was not easy at the time. Through an
employment agency we found work as
busboys in a restaurant just outside the
city. But we lasted only four hours. They
gave us 35 cents each in tips for three
hours of work, but we decided not to ac-
cept the money and took off. Camilo got a
job in a factory operating a kind of drill
machine, but the pay was low. After a
month and a half we decided to return to
New York.

San Francisco

We again began to look for work, which
we found at the Parakeet Restaurant on
Long Island, where we also got rooms.
This restaurant burned down, owing to the
carelessness of one of the cooks, and we
were again jobless. When we returned to
Téllez’s guest house, he told us two immi-
gration agents had been by, asking ques-
tions about their Latin American
lodgers....

Once again without work, and with im-
migration agents hovering around, we de-
cided to go to San Francisco, arriving
there at the end of June or the beginning of
July [1954]. We spent the first night at the
Pickwick Hotel. The following day we
rented a room with two beds on Utah
Street and 24th, in a neighborhood where
many Latinos lived.

Again Camilo was the first to get work.
He found a job as a waiter in the Fairmont
Hotel, located on Mason Street and Cali-
fornia, close to a big tourist area. Until I
found work at another restaurant, I would
go to the Fairmont at noon, sit down, and
Camilo would immediately come with
coffee, buttered toast, and sandwiches.
Getting these things “on the house” helped
alleviate our economic difficulties.

Arrest and deportation

We had already spent a considerable
amount of time in California and were
feeling very insecure about being pursued
by the immigration authorities. We fre-
quently remarked, “Those sons of b——
are going to grab us at any moment.” One
night Camilo went out with some Mexican
friends from the state of Guerrero to a
nightclub called Noche de Rondas on

Pozo Street. There, some immigration
agents came in asking people for identifi-
cation. They went up to the table where
Camilo and his friends were sitting and
asked everyone but Camilo for their pa-
pers. Due to Camilo’s physical appear-
ance, they thought he was American.

Camilo understood the situation, and
seeing they were demanding identification
from his friend Santiago Ruiz—who was
illegal—he tried to intervene on the man’s
behalf. However, Camilo’s poor pronunci-
ation sank him. They asked him for identi-
fication and discovered his illegal status.
The agents took him to our apartment,
searched the place, and found my passport
as well. They stayed in the apartment with
Camilo and stationed an agent on the
street to wait for me. Since they had my
passport photo, I was recognized and ar-
rested.

We were brought to an immigration of-
fice in the city, and were detained for a
few hours together with other Latinos.
Later they took us in a paddy wagon to
Chula Vista, very close to the Mexican
border, 600 miles from San Francisco. It
was like a prison where they held those
who had entered or were staying in the
country illegally—even including crimi-
nals. There was a sort of trial, and people
were held there until papers were secured
for their deportation.

For us this was a totally new experi-
ence. We were held in a cell ward with 10
double beds. All those held there were
Spanish-speaking, and we became friends
with some of them. The food was atro-
cious, enough to make one sick, and disci-
pline was rigorous. There were cases of
men who escaped, but they were brought
back within two days, despite the fact that
the place was only a five minutes’ run
from the Tijuana border.

Because of his personality Camilo im-
mediately stood out. He was named head
of a gang of seven or eight men assigned
to clean the cell ward and the hallways.

We had to spend 34 days in Chula Vista
until the trial was held and the transit visas
were resolved to deport us to Mexico.
From there we caught a plane to Mérida,
Yucatan, and from there we took a flight
to Havana....

Second trip to United States

The reasons that led Camilo to travel to
the United States a second time were dif-
ferent from those of his first trip. During
his brief stay in Havana—around nine
months—he was able to see the tragic situ-
ation the Cuban people were going
through. Young people were being beaten
and murdered with impunity, and terror
and abuse were rampant everywhere.
Camilo himself had been wounded in the
leg by the henchmen’s bullets during a
demonstration on December 7, and on
January 28 he was arrested and booked by
agents of BRAC.?

Camilo knew “something big” was be-
ing prepared in Mexico, and he was deter-
mined to make contact with the comrades
of the July 26 Movement. Going to the
United States at that time would be a step
to reach Mexico.

We arrived in Miami on Mar. 25, 1956.
We worked in that city as bellboys in the
Ritz Plaza since, as always, we were short
of funds. After three weeks of working
there, we had saved up enough money to
take a bus to San Francisco. The trip took
96 hours.

After a few months of collecting the
funds for the trip and the stay, Camilo left
for Mexico.

! Rafael Le6nidas Trujillo was the U.S.-backed
dictator of the Dominican Republic from 1930 until
his assassination in 1961.

2 On July 26, 1953, Fidel Castro led an attack by
some 160 fighters on the Moncada army garrison in
Santiago de Cuba and the garrison in nearby
Bayamo. The attack failed, and more than 50 cap-
tured revolutionaries were murdered. Castro and 27
other fighters were subsequently captured, tried, and
imprisoned.

3 On Dec. 7, 1955, the Federation of University
of Students organized an anti-Batista demonstration
in Havana on the anniversary of the death of Anto- -
nio Maceo, a hero of Cuba’s independence wars
from Spain. Several demonstrators, including Cien-
fuegos, were wounded when the police opened fire
on the crowd. The Bureau for the Repression of
Communist Activities (BRAC) was the Batista
regime’s secret police.



SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED

Continued from front page
cial accounts.

Overall, participants at the YS conven-
tion bought 75 Pathfinder books and pam-
phlets — 64 different titles. Three copies
of Che Guevara’s Episodes of the Cuban
Revolutionary War were purchased. The
biggest sellers were titles on the fight
against fascism. Two participants became
members of the Pathfinder Readers Club.
Event organizers said that most youth at
the meeting are not members of the club.

Machinists fight for ‘Episodes’ goal

Janet Post, a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists at United
Airlines in Miami reports that four co-
workers recently purchased a copy of the
Episodes of the Cuban Revolutionary
War, which describes how Cuban workers
and peasants overthrew a U.S.-backed dic-
tatorship in 1959.

“Do you know where I can get a copy
of that book,” one co-worker asked after
Post had left a copy of Episodes on the
lunch table at work. Another worker from
Nicaragua bought the book after seeing it
in Post’s hands when they passed each
other in the hallway. “Having a copy of
Episodes with you all the time is important
if you want to sell it at work,” Post ob-
served. A worker at Aerothrust in Miami
bought a copy of Episodes and a Readers
Club membership after discussing the
Cuban workers’ decision to defend their
sovereignty by shooting down two planes
that had violated Cuban airspace with the
support of the U.S. government.

Making the goal of selling 500 copies of
the Episodes to industrial workers by May
1 is the main challenge of the campaign.

At a March 31 meeting in Pittsburgh to
celebrate the publication of Episodes, fea-
turing Perspectiva Mundial editor Martin
Koppel, eight copies of the book were
sold, along with a variety of other titles.

Socialist workers and youth have been
taking Pathfinder books and pamphlets
with them to demonstrations and rallies in
defense of immigrant rights. In Los Ange-
les, distributors sold $175 .worth of
Pathfinder books during the march, 65
copies of the Militant, 23 copies of Per-
spectiva Mundial, and 4 Militant subscrip-
tions. “The table I was at sold two copies

" ’campazgn to sell Pathfinder books and pamphlets
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Totals as of April 7
Goal

39

A éZlee‘;gg; Monthly Sales of Pathfinder Books
of Episodes of el Through PF Bookstores To Commercial Totals Readers Club
Z}fﬁg‘:f;‘;; If‘fgr UNITED STATES Sold %sold| Goal Sold %sold Goal Sald sntd Goal  Sold
and a bunch of | Salt Lake City 63 0 0% 49 46 94% 54 35
pamphlets,” |Seattle * 80 0% | 60 39 65% 60 54
Virginia Garza Birmingham 63 5 8% 49 24 49% 43 41
reported. |Washington, D.C. 54 13 24% 42 10 24% 37 28
“There were Detroit 77 20 26% 60 1 2% 52 40
people sur- | Atlanta 48 10 21% 32 0 0% 31 37
rounding us | San Francisco 95 20 21% 74 0 0% 64 58
Constant]y, New York * 175 0% 175 38 22% 115 75
from the mo- Plttsburgh 63 10 16% 49 0 0% 43 27
ment we set |LosAngeles* 120 0% 95 16 17% 80 59
up.” Boston 65 8  12% 50 0 0% 43 35
reports  from | Houston 45 0 0% 32 4 13% 34 29
Houston that | DesMoines 45 4 9% 35 0 0% 31 27
she and another Twin Cities 86 7 8% 67 0 0% 60 52
Pathfinder sup- Philadelphia 63 4 6% 49 0 0% 43 34
porter met with Brooklyn * 165 0% 130 7 5% 110 63
the buyers at New.ark * 171 0% 133 7 5% 115 90
two local book- | Peoria * 36 0% 28 1 4% 25 n
stores in Dal- Grt_aensboro * 41 0% 36 1 3% 36 31
las. who or- Chicago * 77 0% 60 0 0% 52 39
d er’e d a total of Cleveland * 50 0% 40 0 0% 34 18
56 boOKS. Morgantowr) * 32 0% 25 0 0% : _ 21 16
These titles will | Y5 convention 74 .
show up on the Total 1769 181 10% 1412 194 14% 375 ?2% 1219 929
chart next Goal/Should be 1800 414 23% 1400 322 23% 735 - 23% 1200 720
week. Volun- | * no new report
teers in Birm- | CANADA
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Pathfinder books sold to Co-workers
Unions Goal Sold %sold Readers Club
Goal  Sold
USWA 56 5 58 10
UNITE 41 3 26 6
UTU 85 3 87 30
IAM 70 30 60 12
OCAW * 50 0 50 24
UAW * 100 0 70 33
UFCW * 12 0 11 0
UMWA * 5 0 4 4
Total 419 41 366 119
Goal/Should be 400 92 400 240
as of 4/7
*No new report
based In addition, Pathfinder has clarified that
on ac-  all sales of titles distributed by the pub-
tual lisher (any title that appears in the catalog
b | salesin-  or order form), count toward the sales
ilitant/Harry Ring ~ VOiced goals both through Pathfinder bookstores
Virginia Garza (center) at April 6 march in Los Angeles. out  to  and other commercial outlets.
cus - Finally, we want to remind readers that
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orders from a public library in
the region and from a civil
rights institute.

Starting with this issue of
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the Militant, figures on sales
to commercial distributors that
appear in the chart will be

Continued from front page
Coffee Hour of the Resource

Center of the Americas to dis-
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tion in Peru. The education di-
rector of the Center, Mary

Swenson, opened the meeting

-
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by blasting the Clinton admin-
istration for blocking the two
youth from entering the U.S.
She told the group, “Other
Cuban youth had come to

Minneapolis before them, and

we planned to have them

speak here. But this decision

made by the Clinton adminis-

tration prevents this ex-

change. We are outraged!”
Swenson urged the audience

to send protest letters to the

State Department. Some 41

activists at the meeting signed

protest petitions to the State

UTU—United Transportation Union.

IAM—Interational Association of Machinists; OCAW — Oil, Chemi-
cal and Atomic Workers; UAW— United Auto Workers; UFCW—
United Food and Commercial Workers; UMWA — United Mine Work-
ers of America; UNITE— Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Tex-
tile Employees; USWA — United Steelworkers of America;

Department.

Also over the weekend of
April 6-7, 100 young people
met in Minneapolis at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota at the
first national convention of

tomers by the Pathfinder business office.
When figured by this method, 712 books
were sold to retail bookstores and libraries
in March — substantially more than the
467 reported in the Militant last week.
This is because some bookstores or li-
braries send in orders on their own.

the Young Socialists. As part of their U.S.
campus lecture series Guerrero and
Sanchez were invited to be keynote speak-
ers at the convention. The young revolu-
tionaries pledged to mount a national cam-
paign to protest the refusal of the State De-
partment to grant visas for the Cubans.

The lectures committee received a
faxed letter from Sanchez and Guerrero
April 6. In part the letter reads, “Once
again it has become evident who are the
ones who oppose the free exchange of
ideas, and fear the words and thoughts of
young people. We hope we can meet in
another occasion. Therefore, we invite you
to visit our country this summer, for the
Cuba-U.S. Youth Summit. We know that
sooner rather than later the truth will be
heard, and we are grateful for your efforts
to make it reach further.”

Copies of letters and faxes to the State
Department continue to come into the of-
fices of the lectures committee. Reports on
protest activities are also being received.
Rep. Donald Payne from New Jersey has
sent a letter of support. One activist has
put the lectures committee’s material on
reg.Cuba conference on PeaceNet.

The Faculty-Student Cuban Youth Lec-
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reports on local sales goals are due in the
Militant no later than Monday morning at
8:00 a.m. EST. As you can see from the
accompanying chart, sales through
Pathfinder bookstores appears artificially
low, since so many areas did not report in
by the deadline this week.

Protest letters urged for Cuba visa fight

tures Committee has asked that letters of
protest be addressed to Michael Ran-
neberger, Coordinator for Cuban Affairs;
Richard Nuccio, Special Advisor for
Cuban Affairs to Secretary of State; and
Sean Murphy of the Cuban Desk, all at the
United States Department of State, 2201 C
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20520. Their
phone numbers are (202) 647-9273 and
fax (202) 736-4476.

Along with academic figures, the com-
mittee is urging its supporters to seek let-
ters of protests from Congresspeople and
other public figures. The committee is also
circulating a petition addressed to the
State Department.

The committee requests that it be in-
formed of all activities concerning this
campaign, including receiving copies of
letters and faxes.

Funds are urgently needed to carry out
this protest effort. Checks can be written
to the Faculty-Student Committee and sent
to Caribbean Focus Program, c/o Tom
Reeves, Room 3-353, Roxbury Commu-
nity College, 1234 Columbus Ave.,
Boston, MA 02120. Tel: (617) 427-0060
ext. 5151. The new fax number is (617)
776-5832.
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YS convention

Continued from front page

vention to end to begin carrying these out.
Several missed the first day of the gather-
ing in order to participate in protests in
Los Angeles and New York against the
April 1 police beating of two Mexican
workers in California.

A statement of principles drafted six
weeks earlier by a leadership conference
of the YS National Committee and repre-
sentatives of YS chapters across the coun-
try provided the framework for the politi-
cal discussion on the first day of the con-
vention. These principles were discussed
and voted on in Young Socialists chapters,
along with proposals on the group’s cam-
paigns and rules of organization and disci-
pline.

Thirty-three delegates voted in conven-
tion proceedings from chapters of three or
more YS members. Several consultative
delegates were also chosen by Young So-
cialists in cities where there are two mem-
bers, and from YS groups in Australia,
Canada, France, and the United Kingdom.
Between delegates and observers, 140
people registered for the convention, from
more than 50 different cities. The over-
whelming majority were between 14 and
26 years old, the age range for YS mem-
bership.

Delegates discussed the political princi-
ples under two reports, presented by Jack
Willey, a garment worker and member of

the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and
Textile Employees in New York, and Di-
ana Newberry, an airline worker who
moved to the Twin Cities (Minneapolis-
St. Paul) before the convention to work
full time on organizing the event.

Willey described the world today as one
where capitalism is increasingly unstable.
As competition between rival capitalists in
different countries sharpens, the possibili-
ties that trade conflicts may lead to mili-
tary confrontations grow. At the same
time there is more political polarization,
which is reflected in the rise of figures like
ultrarightist politician Patrick Buchanan.

“Buchanan taps into the instability and
attacks the ‘establishment’ ” Willey said.
“He puts forward a program based on de-
fending the ‘nation.” ” The only answer
for working people to the Buchanans is

Young Socialists
National Committee
Elected April 7, 1996

Regular Ver6nica Poses
Tom Alter Brock Satter
José Aravena Brian Taylor
Jennifer Banathy Jack Willey
Mark Gilsdorf Alternate
Ryan Kelly Gaetan Whiston
Diana Newberry  Stefanie Trice
Meg Novak Tami Peterson
Cecilia Ortega Joshua Carroll
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Above, convention participants check out Marx-
ist literature. At left, YS member sells Militant
and Pathfinder books while protesting Buchanan
at St. Patricks Day parade in Chicago.

building an organization
with an internationalist
working-class program and
orientation that can lead
workers and farmers to take
state power, the YS leader
said.

The simultaneous resis-
tance to the rulers’ attempts
to put the burden of the crisis
on the backs of working peo-
ple shows the openings to
win workers and young peo-
ple to build such an effective
movement. Willey pointed to
strikes against austerity
drives in France and Canada,
the continued national strug-
gles by the Irish, Quebecois,
and Palestinians, and the im-
mediate outcry against the
Los Angeles beatings.

“Defense of the Cuban revolution is
part of what the Young Socialists was
born out of,” said Newberry. Her report on
Cuba expanded on one of the draft politi-
cal principles: “The YS defends Cuba’s
socialist revolution and sees it as a living
example of the way forward for all of hu-
manity, as the Bolshevik-led October
1917 Russian revolution was earlier in this
century. Our goal is to emulate the Cuban
revolution in the U.S. and internationally.”

“We’re missing something here at this

#

Militant/Eva Braiman (top), Pat Smith (left)

meeting,” Newberry said, “because the
U.S. government refused to allow Maika
Guerrero and Iroel Sdnchez into the coun-
try.” Guerrero and Sanchez are Cuban
youth leaders who were going to be on a
speaking tour in the United States in April.
They would have been in Minneapolis
during the YS convention. Representa-
tives of the Faculty-Student Cuban Youth
Lectures Committee from Boston set up a
table at the convention to get out informa-
tion on the fight being organized to de-
mand the reversal of the decision to deny
them visas. The YS set as an immediate
priority working with others to get protest
messages to the U.S. State Department.

This attack on the democratic right to
have a free exchange of ideas is part of
Washington’s stepped-up aggression
against Cuba, Newberry stated. It goes
hand-in-hand with tightening the decades-
long policy of economic war against the
Cuban people and the anti-Cuba propa-
ganda barrage that followed the downing
of two planes, originating from Florida,
that invaded Cuba’s airspace February 24.

“The Young Socialists and Socialist
Workers Party are among those who’ve
taken the lead in protesting the latest U.S.
war moves against Cuba,” the YS leader
noted.

Newberry pointed to the upcoming
congress of the Central Organization of
Cuban Workers (CTC) as a sign of how
“workers in Cuba are discussing defense
of the gains of their revolution concretely.
They are saying, ‘We are not introducing
capitalism in Cuba. We’re preparing to
fight against everything that comes out of
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capitalism,’ ” she said.

Three days after the convention, New-
berry and Réger Calero left for a speaking
tour in Cuba, at the invitation of the Union
of Young Communists (UJC). In addition
to speaking with workers and young peo-
ple in several provinces about what com-
munist youth in the United States do, they
will be attending the congress of the
Cuban trade union federation. YS leader
Brian Taylor, an airline worker in Wash-
ington, D.C., will also be traveling to
Cuba for the congress.

Many YS members had been reading
and studying the theses that Cuban trade
unionists discussed at thousands of factory
assemblies between January and March.
Meg Novak from Peoria, Illinois, urged
chapters to study the document collec-
tively. “It lays out a plan for the working
class for fighting imperialism,” she said.

Discussion reflected real experiences

The character of the discussion over the
principles of the Young Socialists was
marked by the real experiences members
of the YS had gone through since its
founding in August 1994.

Members of the YS shared their ac-
counts from recent demonstrations against
the fascist-minded presidential candidate
Patrick Buchanan. Many members of the
YS have taken part in demonstrations,
along with other fighting youth, from Lex-
ington, Massachusetts, to Toledo, Ohio,
and Chicago opposing the racist and sexist
ideas of Buchanan.

Gaetan Whiston from the Twin Cities
chapter stated that YS members learned
from the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
Chicago, in which Buchanan marched,
that “Where Buchanan will be, fascists
will be.” He was referring to a Pathfinder
literature table staffed by members of the
YS and SWP at the parade that was con-
fronted by right-wing youth. During the
encounter those staffing the table refused
to back down or be forced into overreact-
ing to right-wing provocations. “This
shows why we need to organize ourselves
in a disciplined way,” he said.

“The YS looks to the working class,”

states the group’s principles, as the class

capable of leading the fight for a revolu-
tionary transformation of society. This
passage was much discussed. Delegates
pointed to the need for the YS to base it-
self and its activities in the working class.

Several delegates noted that Buchanan
supporters take his message to factory
gates, and that he marched in parades with
unions to try and portray himself as on the
side of workers, while he promotes a pro-
gram aimed at dividing the working class.

The YS’s commitment to defending
working class unity in action was clearly
shown in the YS Steering Committee’s de-
cision to send three convention delegates
— Verénica Poses, Ved Dookhum, and
John Evenhuis —to the 6,000-strong
demonstration in Los Angeles to protest
the brutal assault on Mexican workers by
police on April 1.

The international character of the
Young Socialists came across in the meet-
ing. YS members from Canada had been
involved in the fight for Quebec indepen-
dence and in supporting the recent public
workers strike in Ontario. Two new mem-
bers of the YS came from France, where
they were involved in the strikes and stu-
dent protests against the Juppé govern-
ment’s austerity programs last December.

In addition to the international dele-
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gates, many Young Socialists from the

"~ United States had been to other countries

recently. Cecilia Ortega, a high school stu-
dent from Cleveland, described a sales
team at the Mexico City book fair.
“Besides talking to thousands of people at
the fair, we set up tables at the university
and outside a Chrysler auto plant,” she
said. “We got an amazing response to the
literature, especially Episodes of the
Cuban Revolutionary War” by Ernesto
Che Guevara. It’s important for YS mem-
bers to “do politics internationally and
come back and talk about it,” she said.

YS members also traveled from the
United States to participate in socialist
conferences in Britain and in Iceland, and
three YS members from the U.S. and
Canada attended the Havana book fair in
February. YS leaders also participated in a
February congress of the Movement of
Communist Youth of France.

In keeping with these experiences, one
of the political principles adopted by the
group states, “The Young Socialists rec-
ognizes the need to overthrow capitalism
and fight for socialism. Since this is an in-
ternational struggle, we build our organi-
zation internationally.”

Greetings from the UJC in Cuba and the
African National Congress Youth League
in South Africa were read to the gathering.

Discussion on China, Taiwan

One of the political questions delegates
grappled with was the tensions between
Beijing and the government in Taiwan. A
couple delegates questioned whether so-
cialists should support the stance of the
Chinese government insisting on the re-
unification of Taiwan with mainland
China. “Is it better for workers in Taiwan
to go back under a Stalinist regime than to
fight for independence?” asked one.

Many YS members were discussing
this, and a number of delegates took the
floor. “The imperialists use the false pro-
paganda that there are two Chinas to jus-
tify attacks on the workers state in China,”
said Megan Arney from the Twin Cities.
“We should stand for a united China.”

“Think about what capitalism lost with
the revolutions in Russia, China, and else-
where,” said José Aravena from Boston.
“Look at the map — these are huge terri-
tories ripped out of the hands of capital.”
That’s why Washington sent warships to
back up Taiwan and threaten the Chinese
workers state, he said. The delegates voted
to include among their campaigns build-
ing opposition to the U.S. war prepara-
tions against Cuba and China, as well as
Yugoslavia.

After hearing the Socialist Workers
candidates James Harris and Laura Garza
speak to a public meeting (see accompa-
nying article), the YS voted to endorse the
ticket and launch Young Socialists for
Harris and Garza as a way to involve new
people in campaigning activity. They took
on the goal of signing up 700 endorsers for
the socialist ticket by early July, and 1,500
by the November election.

“We can use this campaign to build the
socialist movement,” said Brock Satter, a
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Socialist candidates seek ‘active support’

BY GREG McCARTAN

MINNEAPOLIS — “This will be the
most important political meeting of the
campaign,” said James Harris, the Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for U.S. presi-
dent, at a meeting held here April 6 during
the Young Socialists convention. He
spoke and answered questions together
with vice presidential candidate Laura
Garza. Some 175 workers and young rev-
olutionaries came to the public event,
hosted by the Young Socialists.

“We want your endorsement, which
means your active political support,” Har-
ris told the Young Socialists. “We want
you to be engaged with the Socialist
Workers Party in political activity in the
fight for socialism across this country and
around the world. We want to go to
strikes, rallies, and picket lines together;
we want to protest the ultrarightist course
represented by Patrick Buchanan, the war
preparations by Washington, and the U.S.
threats and economic war against Cuba.”

The socialist campaign “is the only
campaign that has answers and a program
for working people,” Harris said. “For big-
ger sections of the population the world
we face seems more bleak every day. You
get downsized or forced to speed up on the
job. Reports that there has been a gain in
employment the past two months send the
bond and stock markets into a tailspin.
This all feeds into the polarization that ex-
ists in society.”

Millions feel a deeper and deeper dis-
trust for the capitalist system, something
right-wing, fascist-type groups feed on to
try to attract people to their banner. “As
people become more and more disen-
chanted with politics as it is in the United
States, these rightists provide reactionary
answers that reinforce divisions within the
working class,” Harris said.

“But this also means that people are
more and more open to taking on radical
political conclusions to what they see op-
erating in the world today,” he said.
“Which means that there is room for so-
cialists to reach out with our explanations
as to what is happening in the world.”

The communist campaign “gives scien-
tific answers,” Harris stated. “When you
hear people complain that there are too
many Mexican immigrants, give them a
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scientific answer: ‘The more the merrier.’

“Immigrant workers strengthen our
class, by bringing their experiences into
the working class in every part of the
country. That’s why Mexicans are a prob-
lem for the bosses, not for us. That’s a sci-
entific, in-your-face answer.”

Give scientific answers

The presidential candidate continued,
“When the Palestinians, or Irish, or
Cubans stand up and fight against national
oppression or provocations by imperial-
ism, the liberals will say, ‘I wish they’d
done it a different way.” You should say,
‘You should rejoice — the world would
be a far worse place if they stopped fight-
ing.” That’s a scientific answer.”

The central demands of the socialist
campaign, Garza said in her presentation,
“are ones that unify workers. We raise the
need for the labor movement internation-
ally to demand, ‘Jobs for all!’ in order to
combat the devastating consequences of
the world capitalist crisis.” The candidate
said such a fight would be a social battle,
that would also include demands to defend
and extend affirmative action in employ-
ment, housing, and education; raise the

minimum wage; and establish full cost-of-
living escalators in wages, social security,
and unemployment compensation.

Garza said the employers and their gov-
ermnment are targeting “the social protec-
tions, the social wage, and the rights we
have won over decades,” including social
security, Medicare, unemployment com-
pensation, and other such entitlements.

“Today there is a massive offensive to
take that back, to make working people
pay for the crisis of the capitalist system,”
Garza said. “To succeed in further attacks
on us they have to divide us, to coarsen
relations between workers. One of the
ways they do that is to scapegoat immi-
grant workers. But the rulers’ greatest
fear — that we’re not across the border
waiting to come in but that we are already
here in our millions and we’re not going
anywhere — has become a reality.

“When Buchanan talks about building a
wall between the United States and Mex-
icoob when Clinton talks about
‘immigration control,’ they aren’t aiming
mainly at stemming the number of immi-
grants coming into the country,” Garza
said. “They want you to get used to the
methods of thuggery you saw on the high-

Young Socialists adopt principles, campaigns
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member of the International Association
of Machinists in New York, explaining the
proposal in a report on Young Socialists
tasks the second day of the convention.
The purpose of Young Socialists for Har-
ris and Garza will be to organize youth
who want to actively support the cam-
paign, whether they are ready to join the
YS or not. Delegates also adopted a goal
of recruiting 50 new members to the
Young Socialists by July 9, and doubling
the size of the organization by the end of
the election campaign in November.

Satter reviewed the evolution of the
Young Socialists, which was initiated by
groupings of revolutionary-minded youth
in the Twin Cities and New York joining
forces to launch the Socialist Youth Orga-
nizing Committee in early 1994. At a con-
ference in August that year, members of
the organizing committee from across the
United States adopted the name Young
Socialists and set out to build a nationwide
organization. Young socialists from sev-
eral other countries participated in that
meeting, and decided to build sister orga-
nizations.

The April 6-7 gathering reflected gen-
uine progress on these fronts. It was the
first delegated convention of the group.

One of the campaigns adopted by the
convention for the next several months is
to join in building the U.S.-Cuba Youth
Exchange delegation, which will travel to
the Caribbean island in late July.

“We should encourage local Cuba
coalitions to take goals for signing up
youth for the exchange,” Satter said, “and
build as broad participation as possible.
It’s not at all too soon to start fund-raising
and building the brigade.” In the next few
weeks, publicizing the Youth Exchange,
which is a project of the National Network
on Cuba, can be combined with protesting

the denial of visas to Guerrero and
Sanchez, and with trying to get a few more
workers signed up to attend the CTC
congress in Cuba, the YS leader said.

Satter also proposed the YS join with
socialist workers in efforts to sell more
Pathfinder books. “Every book we sell in-
flicts another blow against the capitalist
system,” he said.

Delegates also resolved to continue ac-
tive participation in the fight for gay and
lesbian rights along with the struggle for
women’s emancipation.

The final task of the delegates was
electing a National Committee to serve as
the highest decision-making body of the
organization between conventions. They
elected a committee of 12 regular mem-
bers, with four alternates who will have
consultative vote and be prepared to fill
any vacancy among the regulars.

Following the convention, the new Na-
tional Committee met and decided to keep
the center of the organization in the Twin
Cities for a period. The national center had
been based in New York until shortly be-
fore the gathering.

Workshops highlight campaigns

Workshops held as part of the events
surrounding the convention highlighted
some of the YS activities. These included
“Campaigning for a socialist alternative,”
“Building the Cuba Youth Exchange, win-
ning visas for Cuban youth Maika Guer-
rero and Iroel Séanchez,” “Writing articles
and taking pictures for the Militant,” and
“Fighting to free Mark Curtis.”

John Studer and Adam Gray from the
Mark Curtis Defense Committee in
Chicago set up a table at the event. They
signed up seven endorsers for the case,
collected $60 in contributions, and orga-
nized a showing of the video The Frame-
up of Mark Curtis that 35 people attended

during a lunch break. The framed-up
unionist sent a message of greetings,
which was read to the convention.

YS members also presented several
classes: “Can a Rebel Army be built in the
U.S.? — Studying Episodes of the Cuban
Revolutionary War, 1956-58,” “Forging a
combat party through working-class
struggle — Teamster rebellion 1934,” and
“The Quebecois freedom struggle.”

A literature table from the local
Pathfinder bookstore did a booming busi-
ness, selling over $600 worth of books and
pamphlets during the weekend.

The YS convention drew some media
attention as well. The daily Minneapolis
Star Tribune ran an article about the group
a couple days before the convention. The
Minnesota Daily, published at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, covered the convention
on its front page April 8. A local TV sta-
tion covered the opening of the gathering,
and YS leaders were interviewed on radio.

way in California being used against more
working people here in the United States.
When the ruling-class politicians talk
about ‘taking back the country’ they mean
taking back what our class has won.”

Reject the ‘lesser evil’ train

Garza raised with the young socialists
that “a ‘lesser evil’ train is going to get
rolling in the United States as the elections
heat up. They will try to convince you that
Robert Dole, Newt Gingrich, and the Re-
publicans will do so much damage to
working people that you should vote for
William Clinton instead — even if you
don’t really support him.”

As Garza spoke, other forces that call
themselves socialist were jumping on the
train. An editorial in the April 6 issue of
the People’s Weekly World, the paper of
the Communist Party USA, denounced
Ralph Nader’s Green Party election cam-
paign, warning that “if Nader takes
enough votes from Clinton, Bob Dole
could win” in California. “The AFL-CIO
is so concerned they have put aside their
differences with Clinton and given him an
early endorsement....This is the true path
of political independence,” the World
stated.

“Instead of supporting a lesser evil we
need to organize and fight along the line
James Harris talked about, independent of
all the parties that accept or defend capi-
talism,” Garza said. Providing a working-
class voice also means doing something
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