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U.S. troops 
to stay in 
Bosnia, 
while NATO 
moves east 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

The expansion of NATO into Eastern and 
Central Europe and the extension of the oc
cupation of Bosnia by troops of the Atlan
tic imperialist alliance topped the agenda of 
the December 16 meeting of foreign minis
ters of NATO member states. 

At the Brussels gathering, NATO officials 
signed agreements with the governments of 
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic 
to bring them into membership of the reac
tionary military bloc by 1999, pending ap
proval by the parliaments of NATO mem
bers. 

The foreign ministers also approved plans 
for extending the mandate of the NATO 
forces in Bosnia, which currently number 
34,000 troops led by 8,000 U.S. soldiers. 
The formal decision to prolong the occupa
tion of the Yugoslav republic is still ahead, 
but all the groundwork is being carefully 
laid, above all by Washington. 

"Over the coming months, President [Wil
liam] Clinton will continue to make the case 
that our engagement in Bosnia serves U.S. 
interests," said U.S. secretary of state 
Madeleine Albright at the Brussels meeting. 

At a press conference the same day in 
Washington, D.C., Clinton said he would 
make ~ announcement on the future of the 
deployment of U.S. forces in Bosnia before 
leaving for a visit to the republic on Decem
ber 21. The White House has invited top 
congresspeople to accompany Clinton on the 

Continued on Page 6 

Currency 
crisis deepens 
in southeast 
Asia 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

When capitalist politicians recently met 
in Malaysia to celebrate the 30th anniver
sary of the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (Asean), they fretted about the oner
ous conditions demanded by the Interna
tional Monetary Fund's "assistance pro
grams." At the same time, rightist politicians 
in the United States have stepped up their 
nationalist demagogy against "forcing the 
American taxpayers to bail out bad loans to 
and by foreigners." 

In an effort to stem the financial turmoil 
triggered by a wave of currency devalua
tions in the region, Washington has engi
neered loans totaling more than $100 bil
lion as "rescue packages" for south Korea, 
Thailand, and Indonesia. The loan arrange
ments are aimed at maintaining the flow of 
blood money into the coffers of U.S. banks 
and other imperialist financial institutions. 
The IMF deals also call on the regimes to 
impose cuts in social programs and lay off 
millions of workers. 

"Is the IMF very helpful or is the IMF 
causing more problems?" asked Malaysian 
foreign minister Abdullah Badawi, who 
attended the December 14- 16 A sean meet-

Continued on Page 12 

Striking meatpackers 
say 'no' to Canada boss 
Maple Leaf demands givebacks to 'stay competitive' 
BY JANET ANDERSON 
AND TED LENOIRE 

EDMONTON, Alberta- "Maple Leaf 
treats us like garbage," said Jackie Kania as 
she picketed the plant December 6. Kania, 
a member of the United Food and Commer
cial Workers Union (UFCW) Local 312A, 
is on strike against Maple Leaf Foods. 

1 

Along with 900 other UFCW members 
at the Edmonton meatpacking plant, Kania 
stood up to the company's threat to close 
the facility and went on strike November 
17. She and her co-workers face one of the 
most serious assaults launched on a major 
industrial union in this country in many 
years. Two days before the Edmonton strike 
began, 900 workers at Maple Leaf's 
Burlington, Ontario, plant struck when the 
company proposed wage cuts of up to Can$9 
an hour (Can$1=US$0.70). Three months 
earlier Maple Leaf locked out the 200 
UFCW members in North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan, and in October the company 
locked out another 300 in Hamilton, 
Ontario, in an attempt to intimidate work
ers taking strike votes on their contracts in 
Burlington and Edmonton. 

Militant/Janet Anderson 
UFCW members on strike against Maple Leaf Foods, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Maple Leaf Foods is one of the largest 
food companies in Canada and the largest 
pork processor. Spokespeople for the com
pany have justified their assault on the wages 
and working conditions of the more than 
2,300 workers in these four plants with the 
explanation that they need to "trim the fat" 

in the Canadian pork industry to make it 
more competitive, particularly in relation
ship to the U.S. meatpacking bosses. Busi
ness commentators clamor about lucrative 
opportunities for Canadian pork sales in 
Asia and South America, if only Maple Leaf 
and other companies can overcome one ob
stacle. Maple Leaf summed up the argument 
in a full page advertisement in the Novem-

ber 17 Toronto Globe and Mail: "Canadian 
labour costs in wages, benefits, and work 
rules are cripplingly high." 

The stakes for the company in this strike 
are high. But they face a determined obstacle 
in the militancy of the UFCW members. 

And the battle in meatpacking comes at a 
time when resistance to bosses' attacks is 

Continued on Page 7 

Walkout by Machinists halts TWA 
flights in St. Louis for two hours 
BY FRANK FORRESTAL 
AND NANCY ROSENSTOCK 

ST. LOUIS- Hundreds of TWA bag
gage handlers and mechanics shut down the 
airline here December 9. The two-hour work 
stoppage by members of International As
sociation of Machinists (lAM) Local 949 
caused 100 flight cancellations. At 9 p.m., 

two hours after the walkout ended, the ma
jority of flights on TWA monitors at the air
port still read "canceled." 

Union members have been working un
der the old contract that expired last August. 
The company is demanding that more main
tenance work be subcontracted out. TWA 
workers have given major concessions to the 
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company over the past decade totaling some 
$4 billion. These include no pay raise in six 
years, a frozen pension, reduced vacation 
time, and cuts in crew sizes. This year alone 
TWA has eliminated 500 jobs. According 
to the lAM, TWA plans to slash the work
force by 3,000. 

"It's about time we get what we deserve. 
We gave enough," said one lAM member 
who participated in the job action but did 
not want his name in print. "We don't have 
a decent standard of living and we need to 
stand up for our rights." In discussions with 
workers a few days after the stoppage, many 
were still high spirited from the walkout. 

Lambert Airport is TWA's primary hub, 
with an estimated 75 percent of the airline's 
flights passing through St. Louis. The lAM 
represents 20,000 of TWA's 25,000-strong 
workforce, including 5,400 flight attendants 
who voted earlier this year to disaffiliate 
from the Independent Federation of Flight 
Attendants and join the Machinists. Some 
2,300 members of lAM Local 949 work at 
the hub. 

In response to the walkout, TWA spokes
man Donn Walker declared, "We believe that 
this is nothing more than a posturing ploy 
on the union's part. We hope, and we be
lieve, that this will be an isolated incident." 

The walkout crippled TWA and to make 
matters worse for the airline, it came after a 
heap of cancellations due to bad weather. 
"Weather had already forced us to cancel 
130 flights and then this happened," Walker 
moaned. "All our mechanics and baggage 
handlers just walked off the job, forcing us 
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Okinawans protest U.S. military 
Residents of Henoko, a small village on 

the Japanese island of Okinawa, say they will 
protest the U.S. military's plans to build a 
floating airfield in the East China Sea just 
off the coast of their village. Tokyo and 
Washington drew up the "heliport" plan -
proposed to be 1,600 yards long and 550 
yards wide- after the U.S. government was 
forced to give up Futenma Marine Cops Air 
Station in central Okinawa. The withdrawal 
came after thousands of Okinawans pro
tested the presence of U.S. military bases 
last year. 

Some 75 percent of the U.S. military 
forces in Japan are stationed in Okinawa. In 
a 1996 referendum, 90 percent of voters in 
Okinawa favored reducing the U.S. military 
presence, and in a September poll conducted 
by the Okinawa Times, about 60 percent of 
residents in the city of Nago, near Henoko, 
opposed the floating military site. About 21 
percent were in favor. 

Moscow seeks loans to pay wages 
Moscow reached a deal December 12 

with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to get $1.7 billion worth of new loans in or
der to pay back wages. Thousands of work
ers who have not been paid for months have 
taken part in strikes and other protests. In 
return for the IMF deal, the Yeltsin admin
istration promised to step up tai collections 
and cut government spending. 

Moscow also promised to give its finance 
ministry authority over the ministry of the 
interior and the defense ministry. But the 
conditions for the loans will require approval 
from legislature, which is not a foregone 
conclusion. Meanwhile, the central bank in 
Russia spent most of November propping 
up the ruble, the country's monetary unit, 
spending over $4 billion of its foreign cur
rency reserves. 

German unemployment up again 
Unemployment in Germany rose again to 

reach a new post-World War II high, climb
ing to 1I.8 percent or 4.53 million people in 
November. According to the Federal Labor 
Office, the number of jobless in western 
Germany fell by 3,000, but in eastern Ger
many the figure swelled by I5,000 to nearly 
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Some 1,000 workers organized three demonstrations in Santiago, Chile, Decem
ber 3. The protesters included 400 miners, laid off in 1992, who were demanding 
improvements in their severance package. One of the demonstrations was at
tacked by police armed with water cannons. The miners vowed to continue their 
protest until their demands are met. 

1.5 million people. 

Tel Aviv outlaws census 
On December I 0 the Israeli government 

pushed through legislation that "widens the 
authority to prevent all activities of the PLO 
[Palestinian Liberation Organization] or of 
the Palestinian Authority inconsistent with 
the sovereignty of the state of Israel," said a 
Israeli Minister of Justice. The move was 
aimed at halting the Palestinian Authority 
from conducting a census in East Jerusalem, 
where some I80,000 Palestinians live, as 
well as in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Israeli television reported that police ar
rested a Palestinian woman for conducting 
the census, which included dozens of ques
tions on housing conditions, health, and eco-
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nomic status of Palestinians - information 
that the Palestinian Authority wants to pre
pare the formation of a Palestinian state. 
Eastern Jerusalem was part of Jordan before 
it was seized by the Zionist regime along 
with the West Bank in I967. 

Albright visits Congo 
U.S. secretary of state Madeleine Albright 

visited Congo, formerly Zaire, December I2 
touting the need for a "commitment to open 
markets, honest government, and the rule of 
law." Albright is the highest-ranking U.S.· 
government official to visit the country since 
a rebellion ousted Washington's longtime 
lackey, corrupt dictator Mobutu Sese Seko, 
in May. 

Albright suggested the White House 
might offer $35 million in aid to the new 
regime, headed by Laurent Kabila, but de
clared that the Clinton administration would 
be on the lookout for "human rights" viola
tions. The president of Congo responded 
that the $10 million in U.S. aid this year was 
"insignificant, absolutely insignificant." 
Kabila added that whatever would be deliv
ered by the U.S. government next year, he 
hoped would come "without conditions." 

Thousands strike in Bolivia 
Workers in Bolivia began a 24-hour strike 

and street demonstrations December I 0 pro
testing a government fuel price increase of 
25 percent. The Bolivian Workers' Confed
eration (COB) called the labor action. Thou
sands of workers gathered in downtown La 
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Paz, the capital city, demanding the Hugo 
Banzer government cancel the price rise and 
provide economic and social compensation 
to confront the cost-of-living increase. 

The government deployed 9,000 cops in 
the streets during the protest action. Follow
ing the gas price hike, businesses raised 
prices for public services, food, and other 
necessities -often by more than 25 percent. 
Charges for public transportation in the city 
and provinces went up more than 50 per
cent. 

Native land rights in Canada 
The Canadian Supreme Court ruled De

cember II that aboriginal oral history may 
serve as a valid record oflong-standing land 
claims. The ruling came in a case by the 
Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en tribes, who have 
been fighting since the 1970s for land rights 
over 22,400 square miles in northern Brit
ish Columbia- a region rich in salmon, 
minerals, and lumber. 

In 1991 a British Columbia court ruled 
that the tribes' right to the land was invali
dated more than a century ago with the pas
sage of colonial legislation. Most land in 
Canada was stolen from Native peoples who 
never signed treaties surrendering title to the 
colonizers. Dozens of aboriginal commu
nities have been fighting for land-claim 
settlements. 

New Jersey gov't moves to 
implement 'sex offender alerts' 

On December 9, U.S. Supreme Court 
judge David Souter refused to extend a ban 
on the implementation of "Megan's law," 
which includes notifying residents of paroled 
"sex offenders" in their area. Peter Verniero, 
the state's Attorney General, immediately set 
in motion "alerts" to schools, youth groups, 
women's organizations, and neighbors in 
areas where _6135 sho-called sex offenders live. .

Meanwh1 e, t e New Jersey Supreme 
Court approved rules that allow just I4 days 
for a person on parole to appeal the release 
of their name under the notification law. A 
judge then decides if a person merits this 
extra punishment. In these hearings the pros
ecution is supposed to prove that the alleged 
offender is a public safety risk. Under a pre
vious set of rules that was rejected by a fed
eral appeals court, the burden of proof would 
have been on the former prisoner to show 
they were not a threat. 

-MEGAN ARNEY 
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Paris aims slap at 
London over 'euro' 
BY CARL-ERIK ISACSSON 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden -The Euro
pean Union (EU) meeting in Luxembourg 
December 12-13 with heads of government 
from EU member states had been touted as 
a historic meeting that would issue formal 
invitations to several states in Eastern and 
Central Europe to join the EU in the com
ing years. Instead, the debate at the meeting 
centered largely on another question, the 
"euro club." 

Paris, backed by Bonn, had proposed that 
the finance ministers of the 11 states that 
are expected to join the European Monetary 
Union (EMU) on Jan. 1, 1999, set up a sepa
rate forum within the EU to discuss ques
tions concerning the euro, as the projected 
single currency is called. British prime min
ister Anthony Blair strongly opposed this 
scheme, as did the heads of the governments 
in Denmark, Sweden, and Greece, who de
manded that their finance ministers should 
have the right to participate in these meet
ings as well. 

A face-saving compromise for these gov
ernments -the four EU members who have 
stated that they will not participate in the 
single currency at the start- was negoti
ated during the meeting. The wording of the 
compromise says that the council of all the 
15 EU finance ministers shall remain the 
sole body making economic policy deci
sions. But it made clear that EMU members 
will have the last word on the agenda of their 
forum and on which countries shall take part. 
All 15 member states are to be allowed to 
participate when there are matters of com
mon interest on the agenda. The compro
mise was worked out under threats by the 
likely EMU members to meet informally 

outside the EU treaty if the deal were 
blocked. 

Which governments will be allowed to 
join the EU was also a point of dispute. With 
Washington's backing, the governments of 
Sweden and Denmark have been campaign
ing to start negotiations simultaneously with 
11 of the 12 applicants for membership in 
the EU. The European Commission pro
posed that membership negotiations should 
start just with Cyprus, Estonia, Czech Re
public, Hungary, Poland, and Slovenia, with 
the others waiting for a later round. All of 
the current EU member states have shoved 
aside the Turkish government's application 
for membership in the trade block. But 
Stockholm and Copenhagen wanted to in
clude the governments of Bulgaria, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Romania, and Slovakia in the 
initial round of talks. Their campaign is es
pecially focused on having all the Baltic 
states - Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania -
enter the European Union as soon as pos-
sible. · 

This intersects with Washington's drive 
to expand NATO into these same states. The 
diverging imperialist interests in the re
gion - economic, political, and military -
are the key factors behind the EU conflicts 
over which countries should be taken into 
the Union. The EU summit reached a com
promise over this question that leaves open 
practically all of the disputed questions. 
Membership talks will start with the six 
states proposed by the European Commis
sion in March next year. At a meeting sched
uled just before these talks, the governments 
of the other five applicants- Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia and Romania
will begin a negotiations process over the 

Construction workers in Berlin protest unemployment last March. While imperialist 
powers compete for dominance in the EU, they must also contend with toilers in their 
own respective countries, who resist austerity measures being placed upon them. 

standards they will have to reach to start 
membership negotiations, as well as how to 
attain them. In theory, if states in the sec
ond group reach these standards faster than 
states in the first, they could join the EU 
ahead of schedule. 

The EU meeting reportedly just touched 
on the main underlying questions of the en
largement of the Union- the budget ques
tion- and especially the changes proposed 
by the European Commission on the sys
tem of agricultural and regional subsidies 
and how much each member should pay. 
"The meeting soon got stuck in Spanish
French-Portuguese worries over losing 
subsidies, and others fears over having to 
pay more," the Swedish daily Svenska 
Dagbladet wrote on December 14. 

Another question that threatens to block 
enlargement is the Turkish government's ob
jections to the decision by EU to start mem
bership negotiations with Cyprus. Ankara 
says it is a more qualified applicant for mem
bership in the European Union than the East
em European and Central European states 

the EU now is starting membership nego
tiations with. But its application is especially 
opposed by Bonn and Athens. It is a mem
ber of the western military alliance NATO 
and has had an association agreement with 
the European Union since 1963 and applied 
for membership in 1985. In 1995 the Euro
pean Union promised the Greek government 
that membership negotiations should start 
with Cyprus if Athens accepted that EU 
formed a customs union with Turkey, and 
one was established the following year. 

The southern portion of Cyprus is ruled 
by a Greek-backed regime, and thousands 
of Greek troops are stationed there. The 
northern portion of the island nation is oc
cupied by Turkish forces. Participants in the 
EU summit agreed to start membership ne
gotiations with a delegation led by the 
Greece-Cypriot government, but invite rep
resentatives ofTurk-Cypriots to participate. 

Anthrax vaccinations are propaganda ploy 

Instead of taking up Ankara's application 
for membership, the EU invited the Turkish 
government to participate in a European 
conference on narcotic-trafficking, refugees, 
and other issues. Ankara rejected this plan 
and demanded at least pre-negotiations on 
membership. Turkish prime minister Mesut 
Yilmaz refused to attend the dinner that 
ended the EU meeting December 13. The 
next day declared that his government would 
freeze its political contacts with the EU, in
cluding negotiations over Cyprus, and seek 
a "strategic partnership" with Washington. 

BY MEGAN ARNEY 
In a move aimed at bolstering Wash

ington's efforts to justify its bellicose stance 
toward Iraq, the Pentagon announced De
cember 15 that it would begin to vaccinate 
the entire military- 1.4 million troops on 
active duty and another l million reserv
ists- against anthrax bacteria. The vacci
nation is set to begin in mid-1998 with the 
100,000 U.S. troops who are in the Persian 
Gulf, on the Korean peninsula, or slated to 
be deployed in those regions. 

Anthrax has never been used in warfare. 
Nevertheless, U.S. war officials assert that 
at least 10 governments may have biologi
cal weapons. "The current world threat en
vironment and the unpredictable nature of 
terrorism make it prudent to include biologi
cal warfare defense as part of our force pro
tection planning," declared the Pentagon's 
press release on the vaccinations. "Our goal 
is to vaccinate everybody in the force so they 
will be ready to deploy anywhere, anytime," 
said Deputy Secretary of Defense John 
Hamre, who is in charge of implementing 
the inoculation. 

Washington has an armada of warships 
in the Persian Gulf, as well as 29,000 troops 
in the region. Since the end of the 1990 -
91 assault on Iraq, the U.S. rulers used a 
seven-year-long embargo to squeeze the 
government in Baghdad, in hopes of top
pling it and installing a regime that better 
serves Washington's interests in the oil-rich 
region. The embargo, which is estimated to 
have killed over 1 million people, is sup
posedly to be kept in force until a U.S.-led 
United Nations inspection team deems 
Baghdad does not have weapons of "mass 
destruction." 

Imperialist provocations continue 
Using the excuse of looking for anthrax 

and other so-called weapons of mass de
struction, the UN inspection team is de
manding that Baghdad open any and every 
building to them. So far, the Iraqi govern
ment has refused, saying it is a question of 
national sovereignty. 

The chief UN inspector, Richard Butler, 
did report that the UN snoops have gained 
access to a number of "sensitive sites," and 
added that they had not found any "genuine 
information on suspected germ warfare pro
grams," according to the Associated Press. 

Nevertheless, Secretary of Defense Will
iam Cohen asserted December 15 thatBagh-

dad could have produced enough anthrax to 
fill six missile warheads. An unidentified 
Iraqi government official replied that Bagh
dad "does not possess even one gram of that 
biological ... material," according to an in
formation ministry spokesperson. 

Washington stepped up the sensational 

reports on anthrax and its effects during the 
Clinton administration's war preparations 
last month. On November 16 Defense Sec
retary Cohen went on TV holding up a five
pound bag of sugar and warned that an 
equivalent amount of anthrax could kill half 

Continued on Page 6 
Carl-Erik /sacsson is a member of the met
alworkers union in Sodertiilje, Sweden. 

Currency turmoil rattles S. Africa economy 
BY T.J. FIGUEROA 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa
Southern Africa is undergoing sharp eco
nomic blows spawned by world volatility. 
Stock markets and currencies in South Af
rica and neighboring Zimbabwe have been 
pounded since the late October plunge in 
world financial markets. At the opening of 
December, gold slumped to a 12-year low 
of $288/oz. At the start of this year, it stood 
at $369/oz, down from a high of $416/oz. 
in January 1996. The 30. percent slide has 
sent South African mining companies into 
a frenzied round of further monopolization 
and retrenchments. 

More than 60,000 jobs in the gold mines 
have been scrapped here in the last five years 
alone; economists employed by major banks 
and mining houses predict that up to l 00,000 
jobs could be eliminated in 1998 if the gold 
price continues to fall. Gold accounts for 20 
percent of South Africa's exports and 5 per
cent of Gross Domestic Product. 

The collapse of markets and currencies 
in southeast Asia is the immediate reason 
for the gold price slide. It is estimated that 
the Asian region accounts for 40 percent of 
world demand for base metals. The decline 
in demand is also hitting the price of other 
raw materials, including copper and alumi
num. Taken together, Japan and south Ko
rea account for 19 percent of world copper 
demand and 18 percent of aluminum con
sumption. 

Projected layoffs in the mines 
National Union of Mineworkers spokes

person Ben Molapo said the declining price 
of bullion had sent "worrying signals to our 
members. We are worried about losing jobs. 
The new year looks very bleak for some of 
us." The effect of mass layoffs would ex
tend far beyond miners alone: mineworkers 
are often the only employed family mem
bers. Unemployment here hovers around 30 

percent. 
The Johannesburg Stock Exchange is 

down 13 percent from its crash in late Oc
tober. The exchange shed 11 percent of its 
paper values on October 28 alone, the larg
est single-day loss since 1987. Billions of 
rands in South African bonds were dumped, 
and the currency plunged to new lows 
against both the dollar and British pound. 
The Zimbabwe dollar, meanwhile, lost ap
proximately 20 percent of its value on No
vember 14, and in the subsequent week the 
Harare stock exchange tumbled 18 percent. 

In hopes of maintaining their near-domi
nant position atop the world gold heap, the 
mining conglomerates here are consolidat
ing. Two years ago, there were six major 
mining houses listed on the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange; today there are two. 

In October Gold Fields of South Africa 
and Gencor announced a merger to create 
Goldco, billed as the world's biggest min
ing house. Anglo American Corporation 
followed a month later with an announce
ment that it was grabbing up key mines from 
JCI, a recent "black empowerment" initia
tive, to create Anglogold. The company will 
be the world's largest in terms of produc
tion and reserves. The new ventures have 
said they will restructure to do away with 
unprofitable mines. 

Debate on jobs, economic future 
These developments, together with the 

current economic course of the African Na
tional Congress-led government and the 
November passage of the Basic Conditions 
of Employment bill, have fueled debate over 
how to confront growing joblessness. 

The Basic Conditions of Employment law 
was passed by the ANC majority in parlia
ment over the objections of all other par
ties. It lowers the legal work week in South 
Africa to 45 hours, extends paid maternity 
leave to women workers, and raises the over-

time rate from time-and-a-third to time-and
a-half. The law provides a schedule for low
ering the work week to 40 hours in time. 
The Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) had demonstrated for 
key provisions of the legislation earlier this 
year, and while it failed to win certain 
amendments, the union federation termed 
the legislation a victory, clearing away much 
of apartheid labor law. 

The government's Central Statistical Ser
vice released figures in early November 
showing that the number of jobs in the non
farm economy fell by 25,000 in the first half 
of the year, and that employment had shrunk 
1.5 percent since June 1996. That brings the 
total number of people employed in the "for
mal" economy to fewer than 5.2 million, out 
of the population of nearly 44 million. 

The figures were a blow to projections in 
the government's Growth, Employment and 
Redistribution (GEAR) strategy, which pro
jected the creation of 250,000 new jobs in 
1997. 

In November, the ANC's Jay Naidoo, 
minister of posts and telecommunications 
and former general secretary of COSATU, 
was met at a union conference in K waZulu
Natal province by workers chanting and 
singing denouncements of GEAR. Naidoo 
was widely quoted in the press as chastis
ing COSATU in his speech for being little 
better than disgruntled whites, and challeng
ing the labor movement to make its own 
proposals on economic policy. 

Responding to Naidoo later in Novem
ber at a Bargaining Conference of the 
Chemical Workers Industrial Union, 
COSATU Deputy General Secretary 
Zwelinzima Vavi said the union federation 
had put forward proposals that differed from 
those of the ANC government. 

These issues will be debated at the ANC's 
National Conference in Mafikeng, Decem
ber 16-21. 
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Cuban revolution is 
political feature of 
Mexico book fair 
BY CATHLEEN GUTEKANST 
AND TOBA SINGER 

GUADALAJARA, Mexico- "It wasn't 
just the CIA that Che Guevara fought 
against in Bolivia," said Marco Antonio 
while visiting the Eleventh Guadalajara In
ternational Book Fair. "Che also had to fight 
the Bolivian ~ommunist Party," added the 
high school student, as he and two of his 
friends browsed through the wide range of 
titles by revolutionary leaders displayed at 
the Pathfinder booth during the fair here the 
first week of December. Discussion and 
debate over the Cuban revolution was a 
political feature of the event, and nearly half 
of the Pathfinder titles sold were about 
Cuba. 

Three hundred thousand people visited 
the fair, including youth, teachers, librarians, 
workers, and others. Nearly 900 book pub
lishers and distributors- more than a third 
from Mexico and the rest from 28 other 
countries - exhibited this year. A team of 
eight Pathfinder Press supporters came from 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapo
lis, New York, and San Francisco to help 
promote and distribute titles by the New 
York-based publisher. The team found a high 
level of interest in a wide range of titles, 
among them, The Changing Face of U.S: 

display. This year Argentina became the fifth 
country designated as guest of honor by the 
organizers. The nine-day affair celebrated 
that Latin American nation's culture, fea
turing 80 Argentine publishers, panel dis
cussions, book launchings, tango dance per
formances, and other cultural events. 

The fair provided an important opportu
nity to meet librarians and distributors, book 
buyers and others. Pathfinder team mem
bers were able to fan out through the aisles 
of the fair, and had a couple dozen meet
ings with trade professionals from the 
United States; Argentina; Quebec, Canada; 
Chile; Dominican Republic; El Salvador. 
They also met library representatives from 
some of the main campuses in Mexico, such 
as the national university in Mexico City 
and Cuernavaca, as well as Guadalajara, 
Monterrey, and Puebla universities. 

Some of those in the United States that 
Pathfinder representatives met included li
brarians from Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Queens, New 
York; Oakland, Redwood City, San Fran
cisco, San Jose, and San Mateo, California; 
and South Florida. A number of these rep
resentatives indicated they would welcome 
a sales visit by Pathfinder to their local li
braries. 

With the University of Guadalajara 
cohosting the book fair, team members de
cided to take books to that campus, where 
they set up a display. Students and profes
sors there showed great interest in the books, 
and one professor commended Pathfinder 

Militant/Luis Madrid 
Young people at Guadalajara book fair look at New International magazine 

for bringing such books to the campus. She 
invited several of her colleagues over to the 
display to have a look, take catalogs, and 
begin discussing how best to arrange for li
brary orders and classroom adoptions of 
Pathfinder titles. 

The team of Pathfinder volunteers dis
tributed some 600 flyers advertising the 
booth and 200 Pathfinder catalogs during 
the fair. Most were handed out while en
gaging in discussions on a whole range of 
topics: from the Cuban revolution to the 
deepening crisis of capitalism worldwide to 
Washington's war threats against Iraq to the 
crisis ofthe "Asian tigers," and more. Many 
who stopped at the booth praised the fact 
that a publisher in the United States makes 
available in several languages the works of 
revolutionary leaders of the caliber of Er
nesto Che Guevara, Fidel Castro, V.I. Lenin, 
Malcolm X, and others. 

"It was a lot of fun, talking to so many 

young people truly interested in revolution
ary ideas," said Virginia Garza, who joined 
the team from Los Angeles. Pointing to the 
example of Marco Antonio and his friends, 
Garza added, "After talking with us for more 
than an hour, they ended up pooling their 
money and buying El manifiesto comunista 
(The communist manifesto), La segunda 
declaracion de La Habana (The second 
declaration of Havana), Mensaje a Ia 
Tricontinental (Message to the 
Tricontinental), and Habla Malcolm X." 

In addition, two students from the Uni
versity of Guadalajara "were also excited 
when they learned that a group like the 
Young Socialists, an international revolu
tionary youth organization, exists," Garza 
continued. "They all wanted to make sure 
the YS contacted them so that they could 
begin figuring out ways to work together." 

Luis Madrid contributed to this article. 

Politics by Jack Barnes, Che Guevara: Eco
nomics and Politics in the Transition to So
cialism by Carlos Tablada, and the inter
views with Harry Villegas contained in the 
pamphlet At the Side of Che Guevara, all 
three available in Spanish and English. A 
number of people were particularly pleased 
to find titles on working-class struggles in 
the United States. 

A total of 98 Pathfinder books and pam
phlets were sold at the fair. All told, fair 
participants bought 15 copies ofJunto aChe 
Guevara, making it the top-seller. Two cop
ies of its English version, At the Side ofChe 
Guevara, were also sold. The top-selling 
book-as in other book fairs in Mexico over 
the last three years-was Habla Malcolm X 
(Malcolm X Speaks) with nine copies sold. 
Pathfinder supporters also sold three cop
ies of the Spanish edition of The Changing 
Face of U.S. Politics, and seven copies of 
The Communist Manifesto during the days 
the fair was open to the public. 

Guevara slandered at book fair event 

Participants bought eight copies of the 
magazine of Marxist politics and theory, 
Nueva lnternacional (New International); 
in addition to four subscriptions and 16 
single copies of the socialist monthly in 
Spanish, Perspectiva Mundial; along with 
four single copies and one subscription to 
the Militant. 

Considered the fourth largest in the world, 
the Guadalajara book fair focuses on Span
ish-language books. Titles in many lan
guages, however, from a variety of publish
ers from around the world could be seen on 

BY TOBA SINGER 
GUADALAJARA, Mexico-Ernesto 

Che Guevara is "to blame for the deaths" of 
thousands offighters who took part in revo
lutionary struggles in Latin America over 
the past three decades, argued Jorge 
Castaneda at a meeting celebrating his book 
La vida en rojo (published in English as 
Compafiero: The Life and Death of Che 
Guevara). More than 300 people packed the 
standing-room-only meeting sponsored by 
the Guadalajara Book Fair. 

Guevara was part of the movement that 
led workers and peasants in Cuba to over
throw the U.S.-backed dictatorship in 1959. 
One of the revolution's central leaders, he 
left Cuba in 1965 to join and help lead other 
revolutionary struggles abroad. 

Prefacing most of his comments with 
phrases such as "rather than simply believ
ing the sources," or "while there are no 
sources," Castaneda freely speculated on 
why the examples of Che Guevara and the 
Cuban revolution are, in his opinion, to 
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blame for the defeats of working-class 
struggles throughout the Americas. 

In a most vicious slander, Castaneda 
claimed that in 1967 Fidel Castro rejected a 
plan by Mario Monje, then general secre
tary of the Bolivian Communist Party, to 
save Guevara from the Bolivian counter
insurgency forces that murdered him in 
October of that year. 

Castaneda's claims were parroted by 
Rafael Rojas, who was introduced as a Cu
ban historian. Rojas lives in Mexico and 
opposes the Cuban revolution. The claims 
also went unchallenged by Paco Ignacio 
Taibo II, the other panelist. 

The forum opened with a broadside at
tack on the Cuban revolution by Rojas, who 
applauded La vida en rojo because it "chal
lenges the myth of the supposed loyalty 
between Che and Fidel and between Che 
and the Cuban Revolution." Rojas also 
stated that "Che's violent messianism led 
him to carry out genocide and his own self
immolation." Further echoing Castaneda's 
views, he added, "I agree that Che is to 
blame for the failures across Latin America." 

Taibo, the Mexican author of a biogra-

phy entitled Guevara, also Known as Che, 
opened his remarks by indicating he had not 
read La vida en rojo. But, he nonetheless 
claimed his intention was to "vindicate the 
myth of Che." By offering a saint-like im
age of the Cuban revolutionary, Taibo man
aged to portray Guevara as impossible for 
any ordinary human being to hope to emu
late or identify with. Moreover, "Che be
longed to his time, not ours," Taibo intoned. 

"The great virtue of these four biogra
phies," Taibo claimed about his and three 
other recently written books on Che, is that 
"they allow us to take sides." He passed off 
slanders and baseless "facts" as simply "dif
ferences of opinion." 

As soon as the panelists concluded their 
remarks, members of the audience learned 
that the event was over and there would be 
no time for questions or discussion. As they 
filed out of the hall, several people pointed 
to what was obviously missing from the 
panel: the views of Cuban revolutionaries 
themselves. Prior to the forum, members of 
a team of Pathfinder supporters had distrib
uted flyers highlighting books by Guevara, 
Castro, and other Cuban revolutionaries 
available at the Pathfinder booth in the fair. 

1,000 protest rightist violence in Sweden 
BY BIRGITTA ISACSSON 

STOCKHOLM- About 1,000 demon
strators, most of them young, gathered here 
in the snow and sleet November 30 to pro
test police violence, racism, and police pro
tection of ultrarightists. The rally also called 
for solidarity between Swedes and immi
grants and for the right to asylum. 

November 30 is the day when the Nazis, 
skinheads, and other ultrarightist forces cel
ebrate King Karl XII, who ruled Sweden 
between 1697 and 1718 and died in battle 
in Norway. During his rule an estimated 
200,000 Swedish soldiers were killed in 
wars that extended Swedish rule to all of 
Scandinavia, northern Germany, Poland, and 
the Baltic states. This time is known in 
Swedish history as the "great power period." 

The demonstration was bigger than simi
lar ones in recent years, and was an answer 
to the police violence shown November 8 
when the cops protected racist demonstra
tors and assaulted counterprotesters 

Among the speakers was a young woman 
who urged demonstators to protest the 

skinheads' use of a hall that is financed by 
public means and run by the labor move
ment, with police protection. The night be
fore, the network Nordland sponsored a rock 
concert at a restaurant in the center of 
Stockholm. The network publishes a "white 
power" newspaper titled Nordland, in addi
tion to recording and organizing concerts for 
racist music groups. The privately-run res
taurant, where the November 29 concert 
took place, is located in the ABF-house, a 
workers education house owned and run by 
the labor movement 

According to the janitor, workers at the 
restaurant did not know beforehand that it 
was skinheads who had rented it for the 
evening. He called the police when 200 rac
ists turned up, but the police allowed the 
event to proceed. 

The Gay-house, which had its windows 
smashed by skinheads at night on Novem
ber 8, sits 200 yards from the ABF-house. 

Birgitta /sacsson is a member of the Metal
workers union. 



SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED 

New Jersey stores: 
'Glad Pathfinder is 
back in stock here' 
BYJONERWAY 
AND KATHIE FITZGERALD 

NEWARK, New Jersey- "I'm so glad 
I'm going to have Pathfinder books back in 
my bookstore!" the owner of a small shop in 
Madison, New Jersey, told Lee Oleson and 
Sara Lohman after placing an order for 48 
books. The buyer, whose store specializes 
in titles on women's studies and Black stud
ies, ordered a wide range oftitles, including 
The Changing Face of U.S. Politics by Jack 
Barnes, Speeches for Socialism by James P. 
Cannon, To Speak the Truth by Fidel Castro 
and Che Guevara, several titles by Malcolm 
X, Sexism and Science by Evelyn Reed, and 
several issues of the Marxist magazine New 
International. 

Oleson, a Pathfinder supporter from New 
Jersey, and Lohman, Pathfinder's business 
manager, visited the store as part of a week
long special effort in mid-December to dis
tribute more Pathfinder titles to bookstores 
and libraries in New Jersey. In addition to 
Oleson, six other New Jersey Pathfinder sup
porters participated in sales visits to 24 
bookstores and libraries. As an immediate 
result of the visits, Pathfinder received seven 
new orders for 185 books. 

The acquisitions director at one of the 

state university libraries immediately placed 
an order for the Collected Works of V.I. 
Lenin. He said he and a professor had been 
trying to find one for the library there for 
three years. 

The sales team arrived at a private uni-
. versity with time to do an initial check of the 

library's collection. When the representa
tives told the person in charge of collection 
development that they were missing anum
ber of Pathfinder titles, including 9 issues of 
New International, she filled out the paper
work on the spot to send to the acquisitions 
department. 

The bookstore for a community college 
in Cranford, New Jersey, only has one shelf 
set aside for books not assigned for course 
work. But the staff there has been discuss
ing how to enlarge the section. They began 
by ordering 22 Pathfinder books, including 
Che Guevara Speaks; Cosmetics, Fashions, 
and the Exploitation ofWomen; and Art and 
Revolution. They also ordered one each of 
the books by Malcolm X in preparation for 
Black History Month in February. 

New Jersey Pathfinder supporters also 
used the tour to lay the basis for getting 
copies of the new 1998 Pathfinder catalog to 
professors at various state colleges and 
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universities so they can consider making the 
books part of the reading for their classes. 
They plan to follow up with phone calls and 
visits early next semester. 

The importance of getting Pathfinder 
books out on the shelves of bookstores as 
widely as possible was underscored by the 

Activists blast gov't frame-up _of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal in Philad(!lphia, San Francisco 
BY JASON COUGHLIN 
ANDCONNIEALLEN 

PHILADELPHIA- More than 600 
people took part in a December 6 "People's 
International Tribunal for Justice for Mumia 
Abu-Jamal." The event took place inside the 
Blue Horizon, located in downtown Phila
delphia. Supporters of freedom for the jour
nalist and political activist came from as far 
as Boston, Chicago, and Mississippi in the 
United States, along with more than 50 
people from Canada, and several from 
France and Germany. Participants listened 
to dozens of presentations on the facts be
hind Abu-Jamal's frame-up, conviction, and 
the political events that led up to it. 

Conducted in the form of a trial, the event 
put a spotlight on the unfair trial Abu-Jamal 
received while providing a platform for op
ponents of the death penalty and police bru
tality to speak out. Abu-Jamal is currently 

available from Pathfinder 

sitting on Pennsylvania's death row. He and 
his supporters are fighting for a new trial 
that would include a jury of his peers, as 
well as evidence and testimony that was sup
pressed in the original trial that declared him 
guilty of killing Philadelphia police officer 
Daniel Faulkner in 1981. 

Several witnesses for the prosecution in 
Abu-Jamal's 1982 trial have since indicated 
that they were pressured by Philadelphia 
police to give false testimony implicating 
Abu-Jamal in the 1981 shooting. Pamela 
Jenkins and Veronica Jones, both young 
prostitutes at the time, testified in recent 
hearings that they took the witness stand 
against Abu-Jamal in his original trial after 
being threatened with arrest by Philadelphia 
police. Jenkins reported that Cynthia White, 
a key witness for the prosecution, told her 
that she was also offered immunity from ar
rest for testifying against Abu-Jamal. Will
iam Singletary, who testified in 1995 that he 
had seen someone other than Abu-Jamal 

In New Intemational No. 10 
Imperialism's March toward Fascism and War 
Jack Dames 
How the working class and its allies respond to the ac
celerated capitalist disorder will determine whether or 
not imperialism's march toward fascism and war can 
be stopped. Available in English, French, Spanish and 
Swedish. $14.00 

shoot Faulkner, was pressured to sign a false 
statement at the time of the original trial. 

At the end of the event, an international 
panel of observers endorsed a series of de
mands for an investigation into Mumia Abu
Jamal's trial and subsequent imprisonment. 
This panel included South African poet and 
professor Dennis Brutus; David DuBois, son 
of W.E.B. DuBois; Michael Meeropol, son 
of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, who were 
executed in 1953; and Gamal Nkrumah, son 
ofK warne Nkrumah. 

The demands include Abu-Jamal's imme
diate release; an investigation of the Phila
delphia Police Department; an investigation 
into the bombing of the headquarters of 
MOVE, Abu-Jamal's organization, in 1985; 
the removal of all public officials involved in 
Abu-Jamal's frame-up from office; and an 
investigation by the United Nations High 
Commission for Human Rights into his case. 

Meanwhile, nearly 1,000 people marched 
to United Nations Plaza in San Francisco 
December 6 as part of the international day 
of solidarity with the framed-up activist. The 
demonstrators also demanded an end to the 
death penalty and police brutality. Speak
ers at the San Francisco action included 
Ramona Africa, a leader of the International 
Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal; Ossie Davis, actor and civil 
rights activist who chairs the Committee to 
Save Mumia Abu-Jamal; and Robbie 
Meeropol, also the son of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg. In the weeks preceding the dem
onstration, many Bay Area campuses 
hosted educational and building activities. 

In a related development, Abu-Jamal's 
supporters packed the courtroom October 8 
for a U.S. court of appeals hearing on 
whether the activists' rights are being vio
lated by prison officials who open all his 
mail, including photocopying legal corre
spondence and forwarding it to the 
governor's office. Prison officials began this 
harassment after Abu-Jamal's writings were 
published as the book Live from Death Row, 
which they claimed violated prison rules pro
hibiting inmates from pursuing any business 
or profession. 

Osborne Hart in San Francisco contributed 
to this article. 
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comments of a student who was working as 
a cashier at a bookstore in New Brunswick 
when she caught a glimpse of the Pathfinder 
catalog while giving the sales team direc
tions to their next stop. "Pathfinder! You 
guys are just great! Just last night my friends 
and I were discussing your books." 
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NATO pushes east, 
while extending 
Bosnia occupation 
Continued from front page 
trip to build support for his plan to keep U.S. 
forces in the Balkan country well beyond 
the June 30, 1998, deadline for withdrawal 
set last year. 

"The real debate inside the Administra
tion now is over what the mandate of a new 
international force should be - and its 
size," said an article in the December 16 
New York Times. "The Pentagon ... wants 
to insure that the United States has enough 
troops in Bosnia to retain an overwhelming 
deterrent, as it does now with 8,000 troops." 

It is also becoming clear that Washing
ton will not set a new date for withdrawal, 
most likely, but will try to extend the occu
pation indefinitely until it deems its goals 
are met. These include reestablishing the 
domination of capitalist property relations 
throughout the formerly federated Yugoslav 
state and increasing, or at least maintain
ing, U.S. military and economic hegemony 
in Europe. "Rather than setting a new 'exit 
date,'" noted the December 16 Times ar
ticle, "the Administration intends to develop 
a set of benchmarks, officials said. One of
ficial said: 'This time we want strict but 
doable sets of criteria that will let us draw 
down and exit. Exit strategies aren't just 
dates but must be tied to goals.' " 

At his December 16 press conference at 
the State Department, Clinton stated that one 
of the goals of his government is implemen
tation of the Dayton accords. Washington 
rammed these agreements down the throats 
of the rival regimes in Yugoslavia in late 
1995. It did so as the culmination of a three
year-long plan that ensured the fueling of 
the Yugoslavia war, the failure of all the 
"peace" agreements its imperialist allies at
tempted to broker under the aegis of the 
United Nations, and the most sustained 
bombing raids in Europe by NATO forces 
since World War II. The Dayton accbrds laid 
the ground for the partition of Bosnia and 
the 1995 invasion by NATO troops. One of 
the main goals set in them is the reestab
lishment of the "free market" in Bosnia and 
elsewhere in Yugoslavia. 

Dayton registered a new level of domi-

nation by the U.S. rulers in Europe and the 
humbling of many of their imperialist allies, 
who are also competitors. This was espe
cially true of Paris, which has pushed a for
eign policy in the Balkans, the Middle East, 
and elsewhere that contradicts Washington's 
interests. Albright referred explicitly to this 
conflict at the Brussels meeting of NATO 
foreign ministers. 

Washington-Paris conflict flares up 
"I know there is a sense among some Eu

ropeans that the United States is too inclined 
to act unilaterally and too quick to pull the 
sanctions trigger," she declared. "There is 
likewise a sense among some Americans that 
too often the United States takes the heat 
for dealing with difficult issues while oth
ers take the contracts." She was referring to 
the recent conflicts between Washington and 
Paris over policy toward the Iraqi regime and 
the U.S. embargo on Iran, which French 
energy companies like Total have openly 
flaunted by signing business agreements 
with Tehran. 

At the Brussels meeting Albright also 
called for Paris, Bonn, and other imperialist 
powers to pay for a bigger share of the costs 
of the U.S.-led occupation of Bosnia, but got 
no such commitments from either the French 
or the German rulers. The U.S. government 
provides 90 percent of the funds for train
ing and equipping the Bosnian police cur
rently. It got commitments only from the 
governments of Canada and Norway, for the 
paltry sums of $100,000 and $400,000 re
spectively, towards this fund. 

This interimperialist conflict flared up 
most vividly during a December 15 visit to 
Paris by Louise Arbour, a Canadian who is 
the chief prosecutor of the so-called war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. 
Washington and so~ of its allies - mostly 
London and Ottawa"'L- have used the ttibu- • 
nal as a club in their drive to defeat those 
opposed to the Dayton accords in Yugosla
via. These governments have argued more 
forcefully for using NATO troops to pursue 
and arrest alleged "war criminals," which 
could provoke military confrontations with 

U.S. anthrax propaganda 
Continued from Page 3 
of the population of Washington, D.C. 

Although Washington's most recent at
tempt to launch a military air strike against 
Iraq in mid-November failed, the Clinton 
administration has kept up the pressure to 
justify the continued embargo and possible 
future assaults on the Iraqi people. There 
have been a plethora of news articles and 
opinion pieces in the big-business media on 
the use of anthrax and other chemical weap
ons of "mass destruction," as well as a De-
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fense Department report titled, "Prolifera
tion: Threat and Response" in November. 

Anthrax is a disease that normally afflicts 
animals, especially sheep and cattle. Anthrax 
spores can be produced in a dry form that, 
when inhaled by humans, cause severe pneu
monia and death. Michigan State Depart
ment of Health has manufactured anthrax 
vaccine for the Pentagon since 1964, and 
some veterinarians and others who work 
with animals have used the vaccine since the 
early 1970s. 

Although the germ has never been 
unleashed on a battlefield, during 
World War II London tested anthrax 
bombs on Gruinard Island, off the 
coast of Scotland. The bacteria killed 
sheep up to 250 yards downwind, and 
Gruinard's soil was rendered unus
able. Access to the island was denied 
until1990. 

When the anthrax inoculation idea 
was first floated several years ago, 
reported the Washington Post, mili
tary tops raised hesitations given the 
increasing illnesses suffered by U.S. 
soldiers after the Gulf War, which may 
have been caused by one or a combi
nation of several vaccines. The U.S. 
military also gave initial, but not com
plete, doses of the anthrax vaccine to 
about 150,000 U.S. soldiers stationed 
in the Persian Gulf during the 1990 -
91 assault, according to the New York 
Times. 

Meanwhile, the Washington Post 
reported December 7 that in Novem
ber the Clinton administration issued 
new guidelines for targeting 
Washington's nuclear arsenal. For the 
first time U.S. nuclear strikes can be 
called in response to the use of chemi
cal or biological weapons. 
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U.S. soldier patrolling street near Kladan, Bosnia, during local elections in September 
carried out under the boot of the NATO occupation forces. 

chauvinist Bosnian Serbs and other forces 
in Yugoslavia. 

Arbour said that the largest number of 
"war crime" suspects in Bosnia reside in the 
section of the republic occupied by French 
troops where these individuals are "perfectly 
safe," as she put it, because French troops 
are unwilling to lift a finger. "There are op
portunities for significant action in the 
French sector," Arbour said in an interview 
with the French daily Le Monde, "but we 
have had to face total inertia." 

No power is better placed to arrest those 
accused by the tribunal, said an editorial in 
the December 16 Financial Times of Lon
don, "than France, which controls the Pale 
sector where Radovan Karadzic and other 
indicted Serb leaders notoriously reside." 

The same editorial stated, "French offic
ers have consistently failed to appear as wit
nesses at the trials in The Hague. They sub
mit only written testimony, usually after long 
wrangles between Mrs. Arbour's office and 
the French defence ministry. Ten days ago, 
Alain Richard, the defence minister, con
firmed that this was government policy. He 
also accused the tribunal of 'show justice."' 

In her remarks, Arbour praised the actions 
by British commandos in Bosnia who last 
July hunted down and arrested one Serbian 
man and.kiUed another in Prijedor, Bosnia. 
The two had been indicted by the imperial
ist tribunal in The Hague. 

Arbour's remarks caused a furious reac
tion by government officials in Paris. French 
foreign minister Hubert Vedrine called her 
statements "scandalous" and counterproduc
tive. 

French generals who have done time in 

Bosnia have refused to testify as witnesses 
at The Hague tribunal, because their gov
ernment says the distinction between wit
nesses and the accused is blurred under 
cross-examination by defense counsel -
which Paris describes as an unfamiliar 
"Anglo-Saxon" custom. 

"Apparently it fears that, if not excused 
from this ordeal, they might be obliged to 
talk too much about their role as command
ers of the hapless UN 'protection force' dur
ing the Bosnia war," chimed the December 
16 Financial Times editorial. "It is, you 
might say, a case of qui s' excuse, s' accuse." 

Map from big-business press shows par
tition of Bosnia under Dayton accords. 
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Meatpackers stay 
strong in Canada 
Continued from front page 
on the upswing across Canada. Days after 
the food workers went out on strike, they 
were joined by postal workers in a country
wide work stoppage. In British Columbia, 
2,400 pulp and paper workers at three 
Fletcher Challenge mills are into the fifth 
month of their strike, making this the long
est paper strike in the province's history. 
Fletcher Challenge, like Maple Leaf, is de
manding "flexibility" from its workforce in 
its drive to become more competitive. 

Maple Leaf strike is solid 
In spite of daily press reports to the con

trary, the strike against Maple Leaf is solid. 
The press has ganged up to sow divisions 
among workers, trying to blame the plant 
shutdown on the union. The latest version 
of this attack centers on the news that the 
company is opening a new plant in Bran
don, Manitoba, in 1999. 

Kania walked the picket line December 
6 with her sister, daughter, and a couple 
dozen fellow workers. As they covered the 
main gate and walked the plant's fenced-in 
perimeter, they explained why they went on 
strike. Kania described the speedup on the 
production line and how the number of in
jured workers has increased as a result. This 
makes the company's move to cut off health 
benefits such as drug subsidies especially 
hurtful, she said. 

Baljit Minhs added his view on the me
dia coverage of the strike. "They talk about 
a base wage of $14 or more an hour," he 
said. "But they don't say you have to work 
for several years for that. Most of us. here 
are making a lot less." 

"They take money from your paycheck 
for going to the bathroom," said Kiet 
Ngugen. "You have to ask permission. Then 
they time you - five minutes, ten minutes. 
Sometimes the foreman is right there at the 
door." 

Albert Kaplan was signing out pickets in 
the strike headquarters, a block from the 
plant. Strikers walk the line 24 hours a day 
in four-hour shifts. Every hour they take a 
break in the warmth of the strike headquar
ters. It is a very disciplined, organized op
eration. As a picket captain, Kaplan was very 
busy, but he paused to talk to Militant re
porters. "I've worked here 25 years. I was 
here when the plant was Gainers," he said. 
"I was part of the strike of '86. I was here 
when the government sold it to Bums. I've 
been here working for Maple Leaf. They re
sponded to our contract demands by shut
ting the plant down. They want us to give 
up. But we won't. We've been through this 
kind of thing before." 

History of struggle at Edmonton plant 
In their strike against Gainers in 1986, the 

UFCW members at this same plant took on 
the company's attempt to break the union. 
The company brought in replacement work-

mm-
~ 
The 1985-
86 Hormel 
Meat
~ackers 
Strike in 
Austin, 
Minnesota 

Fred Halstead 

ers with the message to all: "If you strike, 
you are history." 

The strike had many parallels with the 
meatpackers fight against Hormel in the 
United States. In that 1985-86 strike, 
UFCW Local P-9 took on the giant Hormel 
company in Austin, Minnesota. The Hormel 
workers faced the combined power of the 
company, the cops, the courts, the gover
nor, the Minnesota National Guard, and the 
big-business owned media. Hormel was 
determined to drive forward the restructur
ing that the meatpacking bosses had 
launched industry-wide in the early 1980s. 

The Hormel workers held firm and 
reached out for support across the country, 
and even increasingly, around the world. 
Hormel finally succeeded in getting a con
cession contract with the connivance and 
open treachery of the UFCW officialdom. 
The company refused to rehire 850 of the 
1,500 who went on strike. But the example 
of the P-9 strikers opened the way for other 
packinghouse workers to fight the bosses' 
drive to slash wages and speedup produc
tion. 

The Gainers workers were among those 
who saw the example of the fighting P-9ers. 
Workers fought an intense six-month battle 
against the company. They organized a cam
paign of solidarity - sending striking work
ers across the country to speak to union lo
cals, supplemented by a nationwide boycott. 
Although they took some concessions, the 
meatpackers succeeded in beating back the · 
attempt to break the union, forcing Gainers 
to sign a contract, bringing back all of the 
striking workers. 

As Douglas Ford, spokesman for Gain
ers during the 1986 strike, lamented in a 
column attacking the present strike in the 
December 9 Edmonton Journal, it was Gain
ers, not the union that ended up in the dust 
bin of history. "The company suffered en or
mously from the strike of 
1986 and, in particular, the 
lingering effects of the boy
cott. Fronl: my perspective, • 
Gainers never was able to 
recover from 1986 and lost 
significant market share as 
a result of the strike." 

Maple Leaf now needs 
to drive forward on raising 
productivity and attacking 
wages to get on par, and if 
possible below, those in the 
United States. The com
pany needs to win this as
sault on the UFCW work
ers at its four hog-process
ing plants if it's to become 
competitive in its drive for 
new markets. Other 
meatpacking bosses are 
carefully watching this 
battle. 

Militant/Margaret Jayko 
The 1985-86 Local P-9 strike against Hormel was an example and opened the way for 
other UFCW workers like those at the Edmonton, Ontario, plant to fight the bosses' 
drive to slash wages and speed up production in the meatpacking industry. 

The lease was up for renegotiation this De
cember 31. 

Kaplan appealed for solidarity. He offered 
flyers on the boycott called by the union and 
supported by the Canadian Labor Congress 
and several provincial labor federations. 

Messages of support would be helpful, he 
said. Money would be even more useful. The 
Alberta Federation of Labor has launched a 
fund to aid the strikers and an "adopt a 
striker" campaign to help cover Christmas 
costs for the children of the workers. Con
tributions have already come from Manitoba 
and Ontario. Greg Zikos, president of the 
UFCW local on strike against Maple Leaf 
in Burlington, Ontario, said that United 
Steelworkers of America members at 
Stelco's steel mill in Hamilton, Ontario, are 
doing a plantgate collection December 16. 
According to Zikos, 50 auto workers from 
Ford's Oakville plant walked the picket line 
in Burlington December 12. 

Mike Hoar, a computerized scale opera
tor who has worked at the Burlington plant 

for 19 years, reported on the success Ontario 
strikers had in convincing a number of gro
cery stores in Hamilton, Burlington, and 
Kitchener-Waterloo not to carry Maple Leaf 
products. 

While the UFCW members in Edmonton 
picket, motorists driving by on the busy 
highway honk and wave. Conversations on 
the line are constantly interrupted by these 
expressions of support. Minhs commented, 
"We have a lot of support. The company is 
out to beat the unions. If they break us, then 
it will be harder on other workers." 

He pointed to a sign in the window of the 
main plant building that says "Boycott 
Unions." Another worker stated, "I know 
the supervisor who put that there. It's his 
sign all right, but it's what the company 
wants." 

Ted Lenoire is a member of International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 
424 inEdmonton,Alberta.Joanne Pritchard 
contributed to this article. 

The Siren Call of Economic Nationalism 
and Washington's March 
toward Fascism and war 
Jack Barnes, National Secretary 
of the Socialist Workers Party 

Che Guevara, Socialism, and the 
Weight of Cuba In a World 
of Growing Capitalist Disorder 
Mary .. Alice Waters, 
editor of New International magazine 

"It used to be that if you 
had a problem you stopped 
the line and worked it out 
together," Kaplan said. 
"When someone had to go 
to the bathroom or some
thing, you worked that out. 
Not now. Now if the line 
stops for any reason the 
supervisors go wacky try
ing to get it going. Relief 
breaks are monitored by 
the supervisors. 

Thursday, January 1 

"We were doing 4,000 
hogs a day," he continued. 
"The line speeded up to al
most twice that amount. 
But they want 9,000. And 
since 1984 we have only 
had two 3 percent wage in
creases. Your cost ofliving 
isn't going to go down be
cause you make less 
money. We had no choice 
but to strike." 

Kaplan added, "Ever 
since Burns the conditions 
have been bad and getting 
worse." Bums bought the 
plant after Gainers went out 
of business. The Alberta 
government leased the land 
and buildings to Bums and 
then Maple Leaf for pen
nies, Kaplan explained. 

Registration 
Opening presentations 
and discussion 
Celebration of the 
39th anniversary 
of the Cuban revolution 
(social and dance) _ 

li:OOa.m. 

2:00p.m. 

9:00p.m. 

Friday, January 2 - Sunday, January 4 
Convention of Communist League in Canada 

Also 
Classes • Special presentations • Book sale 

Rally for Quebec sovereignty in Mon
treal, October 25, 1995. 

For further information: 
Montreal: (514) 284-5547 
Toronto: (416) 288-5891 
Vancouver: (604) 873-2492 

Hosts: 
Convention: Communist League 
in Canada 
Conference: Communist League 
and Young Socialists in Canada 
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Che Guevara and the Cuban Revolution 

Pombo speaks on Che's leadership in Africa 
From April 1965 until November of 

that year, Ernesto Che Guevara led a con
tingent of more than 100 Cuban volun
teers in the Congo, aiding revolutionary 
forces fighting the pro-imperialist regime 
there. The article below on this interna
tionalist effort appeared in a special is
sue of the magazine Tricontinental, pub
lished in Havana by the Organization of 
Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America. The author, Harry 
Villegas, who fought alongside Guevara 
in the Congo and later Bolivia, is today a 
brigadier general in Cuba's Revolution
ary Armed Forces. Originally published 
under the title "With the Weapon of 
Moral Authority," the article is reprinted 
by permission. Translation, subheadings, 
and footnotes are by the Militant. 

BY HARRY VILLEGAS (POMBO) 
When I met him upon joining the Rebel 

Army in the Sierra Maestra mountains, Che 
was already an epic figure, the invincible 
commander, an example. Those were the 
qualities that help explain the great attrac
tion he exercised on us, the young people 
there. 

Those of us who fought and worked 
alongside him, first in Cuba, then in Africa 
and in Bolivia, always refer to a strict and 
demanding Che, for whom discipline was 
something fundamental, although it was a 
conscious discipline that the men internal
ized. This had great political significance for 
him, and he began by applying it to himself. 
It was to play an important role in the battles 
of the Congo. 

In 1965, on returning from his tour of 
Africa, Che was already convinced that he 
had done his part in Cuba.l He wanted to 
continue his mission in "other lands of the 
world," and he had decided to move on. At 
that time, his objective was not Africa but 
rather Latin America. As a way of realizing 
his desire to help other peoples, he agreed 
to the proposal to temporarily join the 
struggle in the Congo (Leopoldville ), to head 
up a group of Cuban military personnel who 
would be supporting the struggle there. 
Among them, major responsibilities would 
be held by Victor Dreke (Moya) and Jose 
Maria Martinez Tamayo (Mbili). 

Fidel stuck to the agreement he had made 
with Che in Mexico, that he would allow 
Che to leave Cuba whenever the latter de
sired, regardless of the economic, political, 
or revolutionary circumstances.2 But Fidel 
was also profoundly human, and he tried to 
repay Che, to some extent, for everything 
Che had done for Cuba. Fidel proposed to 
fulfill that moral commitment by providing 
Che with security, making sure that wher
ever Che went he would not be alone, and 
that he would have the support of the Cu
bans. That is also why many of us found 
ourselves there, voluntarily. In one way or 
another we were repaying our debt to hu
manity. 

What was Africa like when we arrived? 
It was difficult, practically impossible, for 

the group to fully comprehend that stage of 

This selection is part of a series mark
ing the 30th anniversary of the death in 
combat of Ernesto Che Guevara. Argen
tine by birth, Guevara became one of the 
centra/leaders of the Cuban revolution 
that brought down the U.S.-backed 
Batista dictatorship in1959 and, in 1"1!" 

sponse to mounting pressure from Wash
ington, opened the socialist revolution in 
the Americas. Che, as he is popularly 
known, was one of the outstanding Marx
ist leaders of the 20th century. 

In 1966-67, he led a nucleus of revo
lutionaries from Bolivia, Cuba, and Peru 
who fought to overthrow the military dic
tatorship in Bolivia. In the process, they 
sought to forge a Latin America~wi4e 
movement of workers and peasants that 
could lead the battle for land reform and 
against U.S. imperialist domination of 
the continent and advance the struggle 
for socialism. Guevara was wounded and 
captured on Oct. 8, 1967. He was shot 
the nextday by the Bolivian military, af-

social development. The customs were a 
tremendous shock to us. This was aggra
vated by the deficient cultural level that 
most of us possessed, although to tell the 
truth it wasn't easy for those who had a 
higher cultural level, either. 

It was a mixture of primitive commu
nism with feudalism, slavery, and matriar
chy. Women provided for the sustenance 
of the family. They cultivated the land, 
carrying the children on their backs, while 
the men remained at home. We were very 
machista and weren't used to that; we 
didn't understand it and we resisted it. 

There were also religious problems: the 
famous dawa, the fetish, with different 
forms and rituals in each zone, in each 
tribe. For example, when one said, "I am 
going to eat goat," they would warn 
us, "No, goats are sacred." We had 
to eat it and try to make them under
stand us, but it bothered them. They 
wound up concluding that we had a 
universal dawa, more powerful than 
theirs, which made us permanently 
immune. And therefore the one who 
had created that dawa for us, Fidel 
Castro, was the greatest muganga in 
the world.3 

They could not go into combat 
without the protection of that fetish. 
They would form a long line to per
form it on themselves, and during that 
time we would occupy defensive po
sitions, turning ourselves into a shield 
to keep the enemy from arriving and 
to give them time to finish the ritual 
of the dawa. 

Everything turned out to be very 
complicated. I, as head of the rear 
guard, was responsible for organiz
ing the food. There were nearly 3,000 
men, and all of them demanded their 
food be cooked individually. That 
would have put us in danger of being 
discovered from thousands of miles away 
due to the tremendous smoke plume it would 
have formed. Nevertheless, the best that 
could be arranged was to have them cook 
by platoons, 25 men, more or less. 

Collaboration with Congolese fighters 
So Che 's first task, his permanent struggle, 

was to persuade us and make us understand 
this situation: that we were among an ex
tremely backward people, who had been 
subjugated by the colonialists for more than 
four centuries. 

When one saw the way he acted toward 
the Africans, one appreciated again Che's 
greatness, his extreme humility. He believed 
in the principle that collaboration involved 
a degree of subordination, although later on 
the experience in the Congo made him re
consider this tactic in the case of Bolivia, 
where he was more demanding with Mario 
Monje.4 

His disposition to unconditional subordi
nation explains why one could see him sit
ting in a hut waiting for months to be able to 
have a meeting with the main leaders of the 
National Liberation Army of the Congo 

ter consultation with Washington. 
As part of the commemoration of this 

anniversary in Cuba, dozens of articles, 
speeches, and interviews by those who 
worked with Che are being published, 
dealing with the Cuban revolution, its im
pact in world politics, and the actions of 
its leadership. Many of Guevara's col
laborators and family members have spo
ken at conferences and other meetings, 
bringing Che to life for a new genera
tion and explaining the importance of his 
rich political legacy today. These mate
rials contain many valuable firsthand ac
counts and information, some of which 
are being written down and published for 
the first time. They are part Of the broader 
discussion taking place in Cuba today on 
how to advance the revolution. 

The Militant is reprinting a selection 
of these contributions, along with related 
material such as the article above, as a 
weekly feature, under the banner "Che 
Guevara and the Cuban Revolution." 

I 
~~-----------~---~--~--~-- -~------~-----~--_/ 
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(ELNC). This, after he had been an influen
tial person in the building of socialism in 
Cuba, minister of industry, president of the 
National Bank and of the Central Planning 
Board. He was only able to have a brief dis
cussion with Laurent-Desire Kabila, the sec
ond-in-command of the movement. 

It was necessary that a native African as
sume the leadership of the movement in 
Kibamba. On arriving at this site, Che found 
a brave and capable man, Leonard 
Mitoudidi, who was the head of operations, 
but as chance would have it, Mitoudidi died 
after being there only a few days. Later 
ldelphonse Massengo was sent to take on 
responsibility as head of the general staff, 
and he found a degree of acceptance among 
the heads of the front, but not the amount 
required. He remained there the rest of the 
time, and continued the struggle after Che 
left. He died in combat, I am told. 

I should point out that prior to our depar
ture for the Congo, according to reports re
ceived in Cuba, more than half the country 
had supposedly been liberated. But that 
wasn't the reality; the information was 
wrong. There were some inexact estimates, 

Notes 
1Guevara made a three-month visit to Africa 
December 1964 to March 1965, advancing 
Cuba's relations with African governments and 
liberation movements. Among the countries he 
visited were Algeria, Mali, Congo-Brazzaville, 
Guinea, Ghana, Dahomey [Benin], Tanzania, and 
Egypt. 

2 In 1987, Castro told an Italian journalist: 
"When [Che] joined us in Mexico 000 he did ask 
one thing: 'The only thing I want after the vic
tory ofthe revolution is to go fight in Argentina 
000 that no reasons of state will stand in the way.' 
And I promised him that." 

3 A muganga was one who administered the 
dawa, which was supposed to protect a combat
ant from any kind of danger. 

4 Mario Monje was the general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Bolivia. He sabotaged the 
revolutionary struggle led by Che in that coun
try. Che rejected Monje's demand that Monje be 
the military commander of the guerrilla front. 

Above photo: Tricontinental; left photo: Granma 
Cuban fighters in the Congo, 1965. In the 
photo above, Harry Villegas (Pombo), stands 
at right, with Che Guevara seated to the left 
of him. Box on map indicates approximate 
location of Che's column. 

even in regard to geography. According to 
initial reports, the mountains came up almost 
to the shore of Lake Tanganyika, but that 
wasn't the case. The person who compiled 
the information had observed the coast at a 
distance from the lake. 

The time came when Che determined that 
he could no longer wait for the leadership 
of the movement, and he decided to go to 
the battle front. Then a different phase be
gan, one of marches, ambushes, attacks. It 
was in the assault on Front de Force, the most 
intense battle, that we lost some comrades. 

The Cubans thought it wasn't a good idea 
for us to attack. Che thought so too, but he 
was flexible, and he accepted the proposal 
by the head of the front to launch an assault 
on Front de Force. The coordination of our 
actions broke down, and they were not car
ried out as planned. Basically, combat was 
supposed to begin with the impact of rock
ets we fired at the retaining wall of the dam 
at a hydroelectric station. That rocket strike 
was not carried out, but all the other forces 
continued their advance, penetrating the sec
tors of enemy fire. 

The enemy troops, dug in at the bridge, 
had all the access routes well covered with 
mortars which they had aimed precisely at 
the roads beforehand. When combat began, 
it was very easy for them to launch a pin
point artillery barrage with the mortars, be
cause they had already adjusted their aim, 
and had practiced several times. They had 
prepared a good defense. This, together with 
our lack of coordination and the fact that 
many [Congolese] combatants retreated 
spontaneously, forced us to withdraw with
out having attained our objectives. This re
sulted in a hard blow for the morale of our 
people. 

In any of the written accounts of Che's 
presence in Africa- among them for ex
ample, the one by General William Galvez, 
El suefw africano del Che, [Che's African 

Continued on Page 9 
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'The task of the 
artist is to provoke 
new questions' 
BY CATHARINA TIRSEN 

STOCKHOLM- "Welcome to the Writ
ers' House here in Stockholm. We hope you 
will feel at home among all the books here," 
said Anna-Lena Lofberg, international sec
retary of the Swedish Writers' Union. She 
was welcoming Norberto Codina, poet and 
editor of La Gaceta de Cuba, the journal of 
the National Union of Writers and Artists of 
Cuba (UNEAC), during his tour in Sweden. 

Codina's December 8 presentation to an 
audience of 25 people at the Writers' House 
here, as well as his talks at other meetings in 
Stockholm, included a background on cul
ture in Cuba today. He discussed the cul
tural explosion of the first years after the 
1959 revolution in Cuba, when culture was 
brought out to all workplaces and schools, 
including the campaign against illiteracy, to 
the gray period during the 1970s, influenced 
by ideas from Eastern Europe. At that time 
anticultural prejudices and dogmatism 
among a cultural bureaucracy had been 
dominant. 

"In 1988," Codina said, "a man in his 30s 
was elected chairman of UNEAC, which we 
can characterize as symbolic for the 1980s. 
He did not have a great career behind him, 
either as an author or as a politician. He was 
a supporter of Bob Dylan and had long hair. 
From that moment authors began to take 
upon themselves their own role and respon
sibilities." The new chairman was Abel 
Prieto, recently appointed minister of cul
ture in Cuba. 

Then came the economic crises follow
ing the collapse of the bureaucratic regimes 

in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
"The writers' union lost 90 percent of our 
agreements for cultural exchanges with other 
unions internationally. Most of them had 
been with unions in Eastern Europe. The 
number of new titles published each year 
went down from 2,000 to 200." At the same 
time, Codina explained, "the authors, like 
never before, themselves became the pro
tagonists of their own affairs. Being used to 
the paternalism of the state, we now had to 
find our own ways to save and develop cul
ture as part of the revolution." 

Peter Curman, chairman of the Council 
of Professional Artists and Writers, and ear
lier chairman of the Swedish Writers Union 
for eight years, said that the union, formed 
in 1893, had a rule against poets reciting 
their own poems at their meetings. "There 
are literary societies and they play an im
portant role," he explained. "But for the 
union it is important to see the role of the 
author in society and to protect freedom of 
expression, not only political but also cul
tural freedom." In Sweden today, he said, 
"We are experiencing what I call a moral 
panic around child pornography. Of course 
it is detestable- it has become obligatory 
to always say something so self-evident. But 
to limit freedom of speech with laws 
criminalizing artistic expression, even imagi
nary pictures, is a serious attack. Many of 
us would be arrested for our dreams." 

Curman pointed to other factors influenc
ing cultural life in a country, like the eco
nomic blockades aimed against Cuba and 
Iraq, and informed Codina about a meeting 

Militant/Dag Tirsen 
From left: Codina, Anna-Lena Lotberg, international secretary of Swedish Writers' 
Union, and Eva Bjorklund, president of Sweden Cuba Friendship Association. 

being planned as a parallel conference to a 
UNESCO-sponsored meeting of cultural 
ministers in March and April 1998 in 
Stockholm. 

Responding to a question on how La 
Gaceta de Cuba could survive despite the 
economic squeeze of the 1990s, Cod ina ex
plained that La Gaceta is self-financing, with 
a budget in Cuban pesos for labor costs and 
one in dollars to buy paper, ink, and other 
supplies available only in hard currency. 
"And the magazine is a lot better now, not 
just because it is self-financing, but because 
of changes in the cultural life, changes which 
have made society and culture richer." 

Codina came back to the same theme dur
ing a class at the University of Journalism 
in Stockholm. "In 1989," he said, "we had 
more than 100 cultural and scientific maga
zines. They all disappeared in 1990-91. La 
Gaceta resumed publication in 1992 through 

the help of donations and self-financing. 
Now we have around 50 cultural and scien
tific magazines, half the number compared 
to 1989, but only one-fifth of the number of 
copies. But we have more of a debate, a 
richer exchange of ideas, including on more 
hot political subjects, and a higher quality." 
Codina also explained how this was a re
flection of an even higher use of freedom of 
expression, including criticism, that took 
place in neighborhood meetings when 
elected delegates report back to their con
stituencies, or workers assemblies meeting 
to solve problems in their workplaces. 

Internationalist mission in Congo 

"The development of culture accelerated 
in the '90s," Codina told a final public meet
ing in Stockholm on December 9. "The task 
of the artist is not to give answers but more 
to provoke new questions and to be one step 
ahead of the rhythm of our society. The role 
of culture in Cuba," said Codina in reply to 
a question, "is a spiritual task to help us de
velop as human beings and help us exchange 
questions. It should reflect society, not be a 
copy of it." 

Codina's six-day visit to Sweden also in
cluded poetry readings and public meetings 
in Malmo and Lund in southern Sweden. 

Continued from Page 8 
dream]- one can appreciate Che's very 
strong convictions, among which was his 
concept of the role that we Cubans were 
called on to play: that of educator, of social 
reformer. That's why he demanded that we 
always be an example, and he called on us 
to show great humility, capacity for sacri
fice, and understanding of the particular cir
cumstance, of the fact that all problems of 
attitude had a basis in social psychology, 
given the cultural difference between the two 
groups. 

Che sought to maintain unity, morale 
In the midst of a conjuncture in which a 

group of comrades wanted to return to Cuba, 
where there was a lack of internal cohesion 
among the various groups of the Congolese 
movement, and where there was distrust 
within the movement toward the Rwandans, 5 
Che sought constantly to bind the different 
groups together, to maintain discipline and 
fighting morale, which were indispensable 
for guaranteeing the unity in struggle neces
sary to lead the war. This required him to be 

5 A contingent of Rwandan volunteers was par
ticipating in the Congolese struggle. 

6 A reference to the Rebel Army's westward 
march from the Sierra Maestra in eastern Cuba 
to the central province of Las Villas. It was con
ducted between August and October of 1958 by 
the columns led by Guevara and Camilo 
Cienfuegos. That effort helped seal the fate of 
the Batista dictatorship. 

7 The OAU, which had originally called for 
world support to the struggle against the Congo 
regime led by Moise Tshombe and its Belgian 
and mercenary backers, changed its position 
when Tshombe was ousted October 13, 1965, a 
and the new regime pledged to send the merce
naries home. 

8 Patrice Lumumba was the leader of the Con
golese struggle for independence from Belgium 
and the country's first prime minister in 1960. 
With the backing of the U.S. and Belgian gov
ernments, Moise Tshombe led a war against the 
Lumumba government that was aided by United 
Nations "peacekeeping" troops. Lumumba was 
murdered by Tshombe's forces in January 1961.' 

firm and· demanding;· he· could not allow 
anything that might lead to chaos. 

Faced with the obligation to solve these 
conflicts he was involved in, he appealed to 
persuasion, to convincing people, to his 
moral authority. He could do so because of 
the prestige he had gained in Cuba and be
cause of that high degree of rigor, toward 
himself above all, which made him capable 
even of punishing himself if he committed 
an error. 

One day we woke up to find a pile of 
rifles; the combatants had dropped them on 
the ground. Che called over a Congolese 
combatant and came to agreement with him 
on a reprimand, and that he should react by 
acknowledging that Che was right and pick
ing up his weapon. Che began his talk in 
French, and the man forgot it all. Then Che 
told him, "Hey, my friend, hadn't we agreed 
that you'd pick up the rifle?" The Congo
lese picked up his weapon and all the others 
did the same. This gives you an idea of the 
psychological state that prevailed at that 
time. 

We were already deep within Congolese 
territory when it was decided out of utter 
necessity that we should leave .. Che analyzed 
all those internal conflicts. He wanted to go 
looking for Pierre Mulele, the head of one 
of the other three battle fronts, who was at 
the opposite end of the country. He would 
have had to travel almost to Brazzaville. 
Che's idea was to cross all the way through 
Zaire, in an invasion like the one the com
batants of the Rebel Army had carried out 
from eastern Cuba to Las Villas6 (in the cen
tral zone), only bigger - a huge march by 
nearly a thousand men, crossing a country 
of approximately three million square kilo
meters. 

One must not forget that the presence of 
the Cuban column in the Congo 
(Leopoldville) depended to a certain extent 
on the policy laid out by the OAU [Organi
zation of African Unity]? at its meeting in 
Addis Ababa, of providing support only to 
national liberation movements, and not to 
internal struggles. By November 1965 there 
was an internal change, in which the dicta
tor Moise Tshombe8 (the one behind Patrice 
Lumumba's murder) was deposed. So the 
OAU reconsidered our presence there. 

Che was authorized to decide whether we 

would leave, and in compliance with the 
mandate of the OAU he prepared for us to 
withdraw in the most organized fashion pos
sible. But at the same time he strove to find 
someone in charge of the movement who 
would sign a document requesting the with
drawal of our forces. He wanted to make it 
very clear that we Cubans were not leaving 
the Congo voluntarily, but rather that we 
were compelled to so by the conjuncture in 
the country. 

No one appeared who would sign the 
document. We began to retreat toward the 
lake, under great pressure, evading the pur
suit of airlifted troops. I remember Che's 
words about psychologically avoiding the 
idea of defeat, about how the loss of 
combativity eroded morale and became our 
most dangerous enemy. He told us about a 
Russian novel, in which a guerrilla detach
ment suffered those effects when it came up 
against the reality of a setback. 

Our departure was quite complicated. The 
plan was to cross the lake before dawn in 
two small boats that Captain Lawton 
(Changa) had obtained. But that was impos
sible, and we had to leave by day. Bright 
sunlight caught us in the middle of that fresh
water sea, and the people were utterly ex
hausted. 

We had installed a cannon on the boats, 
which we could not fire because the recoil 
itself would have destroyed the boat and 
wiped out all the men riding in it. Neverthe
less, this stratagem served to convince the 
Congolese enemy, when they started to circle 
around us in two rapid Petit Vedette boats 
with Belgian crews, that we were capable 
of fighting. They avoided a confrontation, 
and let us pass. If they had decided to con
front us, they could have cut us all to pieces 
with four shots. At the endoftheday'sjour
ney, we got out. 

Today I believe that the presence of Che 
in the Congo played a very important role 
from the psychological standpoint. It really 
contributed in a very positive way, and at 
the same time it had a powerful symbolism. 
The most important thing is the ideological 
message, the revolutionary message of fra
ternal cooperation, of sacrifice that he 
brought there, expressing the humanistic 
essence of the Cuban revolution and of Fi
del. 

Catharina Tirsen is a member of the Metal
workers Union. 
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Nationalism permeates 
opponents of Kyoto treaty 

GIJOBAL Wf\R~IING 'f1REiYIY 
lJEAVEfi A~n~:RIC:'\l'l \V<>RKERS 

()trr IN ~I'HE (~()l;l) 

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
Nationalism has become the common 

banner of a wide array of social forces in 
the United States - from businessmen, to 
rightist politicians and pundits, to top offi
cials of the AFL-CIO - in their campaign 
against the Kyoto treaty on "global warm
ing." 

"The Kyoto treaty is manifestly unfair to 
the United States because Third World na
tions, including Mexico, China, Indonesia, 
India and Brazil, would not be subject to 
the emissions restrictions imposed on us," 
said Phyllis Schlafly, a right-wing propagan
dist, in a column in the December 10 Con
servative Chronicle. "That would acceler
ate the flight of U.S. industries and jobs to 
those countries." The column was headlined 
"Clinton may get toasted by global warm
ing." 

"One option being discussed is 'emissions 
trading,' i.e., to allow industries that find 
the emissions limits prohibitively expensive 
to buy emissions permits from the Third 
World," Schlafly wrote. "That's just a devi
ous type of foreign giveaway and would 
redistribute U.S. wealth to other countries 
(which is probably the real purpose of the 
treaty anyway)." 

Many trade union officials who cam
paigned for Washington not to sign such an 
agreement used similar arguments in recent 
articles, speeches, and advertisements. 

The United Mine Workers of America 
(UMWA) ran an ad this fall along with other 
groups titled "Global Warming Treaty 
Leaves American Workers Out in the Cold." 
Top union officials, including UMWA presi
dent Cecil Roberts, have been campaigning 
on this along with the coal bosses. 

"President Roberts and Peabody Coal Co. 
President Pete Lilly were spokespersons in 
September at a joint labor/management 

press conference to announce the release of 
two new studies highlighting the treaty's 
adverse economic effect on industrialized 
workers in the U.S. and other developed 
nations," said an article in the September/ 
October issue of the United Mine Workers 
Journal. "The pair also denounced the 
treaty's total exemption of developing na
tions like China, India and Mexico from the 
limit on 'greenhouse gas' emissions." 

"This treaty is all pain and no gain. It will 
have a devastating effect not only on the coal 
industry, but on every industrial sector," 
Roberts said, according to the UMW Jour
nal. "For the nation, it means lost jobs, lower 
wages, higher energy costs and a balloon
ing trade deficit. ... We need to question why 
negotiators of this treaty aren't looking out 
for the interests of American workers." 

Representatives of big business have also 
been campaigning along similar lines. 
"Many powerful industries have lobbied 
intensely against mandatory reductions in 
carbon dioxide, saying it will put the U.S. 
at a disadvantage and lead to thousands of 
layoffs of American workers," said an ar
ticle in the December II Wall Street Jour
nal. If energy prices shoot up as a result of 
stricter limits on carbon dioxide emissions, 
it continued, "six big U.S. industries - alu
minum, cement, chemicals, oil, paper and 
steel - could suffer big job cuts, concluded 
an analysis by the U.S. Energy Department." 

U.S. president William Clinton has de
fended Washington's signature on the Kyoto 
accord. At the same time, vice-president 
Albert Gore said the White House will not 
present the treaty for ratification to the U.S. 
Senate until more "developing countries" 
sign on to it. He added that the agreement 
was a vindication for the administration's 
"market based approach," according to the 
December 12 Financial Times of London. 

Gore was referring to 
Clinton's plan for a system 
of tradable emissions per
mits, which would allow 
governments that volun
tarily reduce emissions 
below a certain level to 
sell the difference as un
used "right" to pollute. 
This is the scheme now 
being used between com
panies inside the United 
States under the Clean Air 
Act of 1990. Washington 
is obviously the top pro
spective buyer of such 
permits. This pollution 
exchange proposal was 
strongly opposed by Bei
jing. It was left open for 
further talks set for next 
November. 

New Studies ·Conclude Proposal Will HaVe 
High Cost for America 
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Kyoto, Japan, was touted 
as having something to do 
with protecting the world 
environment, the propos
als and debate at the meet
ing were about jockeying 

Ad against "global warming" pact by coalition including 
UMWA officialdom promotes American nationalism. 

between the major capitalist powers to pro
mote each of their national interests in com
petition with other regimes. Under the deal 
that was finally negotiated, the European 
Union would reduce its emissions by 8 per
cent from the I990 level by the year 20 I 0; 
Washington by 7 percent; Tokyo by 6 per
cent. Some smaller countries face lesser re
ductions and others none at all. The U.S. 
Senate voted unanimously in July not to 
ratify any agreement that doesn't include 
emissions reductions by China and Third 
World countries. Representatives of many 
semicolonial countries in Kyoto argued that 

the burden for reducing greenhouse emis
sions should be on the industrially devel
oped imperialist countries, where the great
est portion of carbon dioxide emitted into 
the atmosphere originates. 

Many liberal reformers and petty bour
geois groups campaigning for such a 
treaty - who usually profess that the planet 
is threatened with imminent catastrophe 
through pollution -criticized the final ac
cord in Kyoto as lacking teeth. Greenpeace, 
for example, said the deal was "a tragedy 
and a farce" because of the remaining loop
holes. 

Don't answer siren call of econom.ic nationalism 
Continued from Page 14 
Young Socialist participation in the No! To 
APEC Coalition was discussed extensively 
at the YS convention in Montreal. In the 
December 1 issue favorable treatment is 
given to quotes from a Vancouver Young 
Socialist who participated in an APEC 
Youth Forum, organized as part of the APEC 
People's Summit. 

These anti-APEC activities were orches
trated by the trade union bureaucracy and 
marked by the nationalist campaign to "pro
teet jobs" in their own countries. The anti
communist character to these actions was 
also evident. On television newscasts in 
Canada and the United States, among the 
most common slogans on placards was, "No 
Trade with Tyrants!" referring to China and 
Vietnam, two countries where workers' 
revolutions expropriated the capitalist class, 
as well as "Free Tibet!" a demand that helps 
ready military aggression against China. 

By promoting participation in these ac
tivities, the Militant appeared to be part of 
the anti-APEC campaign. Participating in 
these activities made it seem that socialists 
were part of the "communist wing" of the 
labor officialdom's efforts, no matter how 
vocally they spoke against the chauvinist 
course of the campaign. 

Moreover, these activities did not attract 
the kind of militant workers or revolution
ary-minded youth that Militant supporters 
strive to reach with our opinions. Engaging 
in debates on issues like this with no regard 
for the class character of the forces involved 
has little point. Rather, the goal of class-con
scious workers should be to find other fight
ers who can be attracted to the revolution
ary road forward for the working class and 
with whom we can act together in struggle. 

Nor can participating in these kinds of 
anti-NAFTA and anti-APEC activities
conferences, forums, rallies or petition cam
paigns - be justified on the grounds that 
they will help us find out what's happening 
among the labor officials and their support
ers. The central features of their chauvinist, 
protectionist campaign are already clear. The 
campaign is reactionary to the core - as 
reactionary as the course of those promot
ing NAFTA, APEC, etc. -and socialist 
workers don't want to have anything to do 
with it. "Probes" to learn more can only 

serve to legitimatize it. Instead, we need to 
keep our eyes on the working-class ranks 
on the job, at the plant gates, at union meet
ings, and on picket lines. 

Get out of bourgeois framework 
The Twin Cities Militant Labor Forum, 

which the Militant highlighted on the front 
page, had the same problem as the coverage 
of the anti-APEC protests. The meeting was 
presented as a panel of three opponents of 
"fast track" and NAFTA- a professor who 
is a leader of the Fair Trade Coalition; an 
executive board member of a local union; 
and myself, the Socialist Workers Party can
didate for mayor of St. Paul, Minnesota, in 
the recent election. This lineup gave the 
appearance that the three speakers had some
thing in common- participation in the anti
NAFTA campaign - and that we were de
bating our different opinions within that 
context, sort of like a family dispute. 

The Twin Cities forum, like participation 
in the Vancouver protests, fed the notion that 
socialist workers somehow have more in 
common with the anti-NAFTA forces than 
we do with those beating the drums for 
NAFTA and APEC. But we are no more 
anti-APEC or anti-NAFTA than pro-APEC 
or pro-NAFTA. 

The biggest problem with participating in 
these kinds of activities is that class con
scious workers get mired in the framework 
of a debate occurring within capitalist poli· 
tics. There isn't a single sentence or slogan 
that gets at what communists stand for on 
this. We don't "campaign" for or against the 
ways the ruling families choose to organize 
their trade. Both positions are camps of the 
capitalist rulers that promote different ways 
to use Washington's imperial power to ex
tend domination over Latin America and 
Asia. 

When workers try to engage the debate 
from the standpoint of for or against impe
rialist trade pacts, the capitalist rulers always 
win because they draw us into arguing for 
or against how the capitalists should better 
run and organize their system. If commu
nists were in Congress, they would vote 
against U.S. participation in NAFTA, 
APEC, or any other military or economic 
pact - not because we "reject imperialist 
trade pacts," but because we oppose the U.S. 
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government speaking in the name of the 
whole nation as it engineers moves to wield 
its mighty power. Similarly communists in 
the legislature would vote against the 
government's budget as a whole, not just 
against its "war budget." 

One of the dangerous consequences of 
adaptation to the campaign of the trade union 
officialdom, including through the pages of 
the Militant, is that it contributes to disarm
ing working-class militants and revolution
ary-minded youth in the face of 
Washington's war preparations. The chau
vinist campaign by the mossbacks who sit 
astride the labor movement and the assorted 
petty-bourgeois radicals is part of the po
litical preparations that the exploiting class 
uses to try to drag the working class into 
war. The capitalist rulers don't just count 
on demonizing the adversaries against 
whom they are preparing an attack; they also 
bank on economic arguments transmitted by 
their lieutenants in the labor movement, the 
union bureaucracy. Their goal is to convince 
working people that they have common na
tional interests with the employers that stand 
above class differences. So we're fed dema
gogy that to protect jobs in "our own coun
try," we need to support ''our employers," 
including in the arena of trade. 

Most important, even in the absence of a 
war drive, when workers come to think of 
themselves as "Americans" first, last, and 
always we are hamstrung to fight the bosses 
and advance the struggle for a just society 
that puts human needs first, not profits. This 
means defending the interests of our class, 
the working class, that has no borders, not 
the interests of "our nation" or "our coun-
try." 

After the Clinton administration failed to 
get "fast track" authority through the latest 
session of Congress, union officials through
out the country hailed it as a victory and 
opportunity for working people. But a set
back for Clinton isn't automatically a gain 
for workers. To the contrary, working people 
are more disoriented as a result of the 
strengthening of the reactionary, protection
ist campaign of the labor officials than they 
were before. Working people have been soft
ened up a little more for Washington's at
tempts to ready itself for war, whether 
against Iraq, Russia, north Korea, China, 

Cuba, or some other country that it wants to 
bring to heel. 

'Sweat shop' rallies promote 'America 
First' 

Some sections of the labor bureaucracy 
and their supporters attempt to put a social 
veneer on their arguments. They contend 
that protectionist measures are necessary to 
safeguard the environment and to promote 
better working conditions for workers in 
other countries. The conferences and other 
activities against sweatshops, for example, 
that are being organized throughout this 
country in recent months are part of this ef
fort. The Nov./Dec. I997 issue of the 
NACLA Reporter describes an October 4 
action in New York against sweatshops. Pro
test organizers, the article states, hope that 
"once parents know that those I 0 l 
Dalmations pajamas are made by Third 
World sweatshop workers ... they will shop 
elsewhere, pressuring CEOs and investors 
to rethink their global practices." 

"Elsewhere" is transparently "America." 
In the November 24Militant article cited 

earlier on the Twin Cities forum, I'm quoted 
as saying that many union officials look at 
workers of Mexico and other countries "as 
victims and not as fellow combatants." How 
the labor fakers see workers in other coun
tries is not the central matter here (many 
actually view workers here and abroad as 
trash, pure and simple). The key problem is 
their nationalist campaign - they try to 
convince workers to think of themselves as 
"Americans" above all. 

Underneath all the demagogy of protest
ing pollution, child labor, and abysmal 
wages one theme emerges -protect jobs in 
the United States and buy "Made in 
America" products. The logic of the argu
ment is: environmental protection is so in
adequate in Mexico, or whatever country, 
that we should make sure U.S. companies 
don't set up operations there and hire Mexi
can workers. Or working conditions are so 
bad there - no unions, long working days, 
unsanitary conditions - that it would be 
better to make sure those jobs stay in the 
United States. One way to do this, they con
tend, is fight against imports from other 
countries. This is arrogant chauvinism 

Continued on Page 11 



TWA walkout Haitian workers demand back pay 
Continued from front page 
to cancel another 100 flights." 

Throughout the year the union has been 
at odds with the company. lAM officials 
have encouraged union members to oppose 
the proposals contained in the contract of
fer. At one point earlier in the year the union 
called for the resignation of Gerald Gitner, 
TWA's chief executive officer, accusing him 
of dismantling the company. 

Another job action, involving lAM me
chanics, took place on December 6 and dis
rupted TWA operations for 45 minutes. This 
action was in response to a decision by 
TWA, according to the St. Louis Post-Dis
patch, "to stop paying workers overtime for 
staying on the job during their half-hour 
lunch period." 

The December 9 walkout began hours 
after a meeting bogged down between TWA 
management and the lAM negotiating team. 
At the meeting, TWA outlined company 
plans to lay off more machinists from main~ 
tenance operations. 

The following day, TWA, the lAM, and a 
federal mediator met to get contract talks 
going again. The airline's pilots are also 
negotiating a new contract. 

The walkout had a major impact in the 
city, as TWA is one of the largest employers 
here. It was one of the main items on the 
TV networks and front page news. The lead 
story in the December 10 edition of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch ran a banner headline: 
"Walkout Cripples TWA Flights." 

The stoppage sent the company reeling 
at one of its busiest times. Many flights, for 
example, were forced to make U-turns in 
the sky. "TWA is mending fences with cus
tomers" was the front-page headline the fol
lowing day. "This company, this year, has 
made remarkable progress in its customer 
service, and its product. That's what makes 
this so disturbing," Walker added. 

The company had put financial resources 
into a major ad campaign, in which TWA 
corporate customers touted the airline's on
time record and special incentives for cor
porate executives. 

Word of the work stoppage spread rap
idly. In New York area airports, including 
Kennedy's JFK, which fs TWA's other ma
jor hub, the walkout was a big topic of dis
cussion. Most workers were positive and 
supportive of the action taken in St. Louis. 

The New York area airports 
have been hard hit by company 
layoffs. In fact, some of the 
workers who participated in the 
work stoppage were originally 
from New York. They took jobs 
in St. Louis after their positions 
were axed. 

New York's JFK International 
Airport is a bone of contention 
between the union and company. 
TWA has stated that it wants to 
downsize the company to be a 
single-hub airline centered in St. 
Louis by closing the mainte
nance bases in New York and 
Los Angeles. If this were imple
mented, thousands of jobs 
would be eliminated. 

Frank Forrestal is a member of 
the United Transportation 
Union in Chicago. Nancy 
Rosenstock is a member of the 
JAM and works at TWA in New 
York. Jim Garrison, a member 
of the United Auto Workers in 
St. Louis, contributed to this ar
ticle. 

Public workers in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, protest outside mayor's office December 8, de
manding two years of unpaid back wages. The city mayor claims the local government did 
not pay workers because they failed to receive federal funds. 

Indiana tire strikers hold the line 
BY GARY BOYERS 
AND ALYSON KENNEDY 

WOODBURN, Indiana- "If I have to 
lose my job for the cause of the future I'm 
willing to do it." That's how Cecil Sherrill, 
a member of United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) Local 715 with 18 years 
seniority at Uniroyal Goodrich's tire plant 
here, explained his outlook on the current 
strike in face of recent company threats to 
close the plant if a settlement is not reached. 

Sherrill spoke to Militant reporters while 
doing picket duty at the plant's main en
trance. He said he was fighting to preserve 
what the union had won for him, his co
workers, and his family over the years. Com
pany officials sent a letter to striking work
ers dated December 6 threatening to close 
the plant if an agreement is not reached 
within a few weeks in the walkout that be-

gan October 24. "Whether or not this plant 
remains open is up to you and your bargain
ing committee," the letter says, according 
to the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette. 

Many workers expect a long fight. Al
though the first negotiations between the 
USWA and Michelin, the owner of Uniroyal 
Goodrich, in almost a month· took place 
December 4, they went nowhere. 

Militant reporters found strikers deter
mined and in good morale. Many vehicles 
passing by picket lines honked their horns 
in solidarity. Terry Bourget and Dale 
Simmons were with a group of strikers next 
to the plant's rail line. Each had more than 
20 years seniority, the bulk of it earned at 
Uniroyal's plant in EauClaire, Wisconsin. 
That facility closed in 1992, and 140 work
ers there accepted job transfers to · 
Woodburn. 

"We gave up cost-of-living [raises], a 
week of vacation, some holidays, and had 
$30 taken out of our weekly checks. They 
said they needed to make plant improve
ments. In 1992 they shut down the plant 
anyway," said Bourget, a module operator. 
Simmons, a tire builder, explained that the 
$30 for "plant improvements to save jobs" 
continued to be deducted following the an
nouncement of the plant shutdown, up until 
the final paychecks issued in Eau Claire. 

While most of the Wisconsin workers 
transferred to Indiana moved to this area, a 
number of workers kept their homes in Wis
consin, rented apartments in the Woodburn 
area, and return home every two weeks or 
so. Bourget, Simmons, and two other strik
ers made the nine-hour trip to picket in 
northeast Indiana. 

Labor tops walk workers into trap 
Local 715 president Ray Wiseman told 

the Fort Wayne News Sentinel that Uniroyal 
Goodrich wants to toss out written work 
rules and the discipline code. The bosses 
want the right to change rules as they please 
with no notice - even in the middle of a 
shift. Picket Dave Sorlie explained the dis
cipline issue to the Militant. "The company's 
attitude on discipline is we are guilty until 
proven innocent. We believe we are inno
cent until proven guilty," he said. Wiseman 
said he suspects that management wants to 
weed out older workers, suspected "trouble
makers," and union officers. The local presi
dent is currently contesting his own firing. 

Continued from Page 10 
through and through, and undercuts rather 
than welds international solidarity. 

Buchanan's fascist trap 
Increasingly the labor bureaucracy and an 

entire spectrum of petty-bourgeois radicals 
are walking working people into the 
"America First" framework of right-wing 
politicians like Patrick Buchanan. "If I 
sound like [AFL-CIO President John] 
Sweeny on the issue of protecting the wages 
of our workers and keeping manufacturing 
at home, it is because on this issue, I agree 
with the AFL-CIO leader," Buchanan wrote 
in a September 24 column. To my knowl
edge no refutation of this by Sweeny or any 
other top AFL-CIO official has appeared. 

Far from providing an effective political 
answer or fight against the fascist-type threat 
posed by Buchanan and his ilk, the labor 
bureaucrats and their boosters help grease 
the skids for the rightist "radicals" to get a 
broader hearing within the working class. 
Buchanan is a more consistent, more ex
plicit, and more radical proponent of nation
alism. 

In a November 19 column Buchanan pro
nounced the defeat of "fast track" as the 
"first triumph of blazing new nationalism" 
and predicted that "when the coming tsu
nami of Asian exports hits America's shores, 
flooding our manufacturing base, and 
drowning industries and factories, the day 
of the economic nationalist will be at hand." 
Buchanan rejoices that "The New World 
Order evanesces as the old world of nation
states reappears. Multilateralism has been 
discredited; a new era of American 
unilateralism is upon us." 

After the "craven" response of 
Washington's imperialist rivals and the UN 
Security Council to the Iraqi government last 
month, he writes, Washington now stands 
alone. Increasingly Buchanan and the 
ultrarightists he speaks for are assuming the 

leadership of the capitalist war party in the 
United States. Buchanan has sometimes 
been referred to as "isolationist" or even 
"antiwar" for positions such as his opposi
tion to the U.S. government's policy during 
Washington's assault on Iraq in 1991 or the 
deployment of U.S. troops in Bosnia under 
the aegis of the United Nations. But the op
posite is the case. Buchanan will mobilize 
the rightist movement he is building to de
mand Washington use all its imperial might 
to support "our boys." 

But he's determined to win the war at 
home first against the working class, as a 
precondition to do the job right. And then 
America must do it, unilaterally! "Indeed, 
if deterrence - the threat of massive retalia
tion - worked against Stalin and Mao, why 
would it not work against an Iraq with no 
navy and air force and a GDP that is but 1 
percent of our own?" Buchanan wrote in a 
column in the December 3 Conservative 
Chronicle, a weekly compilation of articles 
by conservative and right-wing writers pub
lished Hampton, Iowa. Foreign policy, ulti
mately, is the fundamental question under
lying the ultranationalism of the incipient 
fascist movement. 

In a column in the December 17 Conser
vative Chronicle, titled "New nationalism 
overtakes both left and right," Samuel 
Francis spoke explicitly of the fledgling al
liance between ultrarightists and labor tops 
in campaigning against fast track, indicat
ing that the ultrarightists have emerged 
stronger as a result. Referring to aNew Re
public article by Peter Beinart on the "na
tionalist revolt," Francis said: "When Mr. 
Beinart speaks of nationalism, he mainly 
means economic nationalism, the belief pro
moted by Ross Perot and Pat Buchanan in 
recent years, that America as a nation pos
sesses an economic interest that 'free trade,' 
favored by both the orthodox left and the 
orthodox right, doesn't reflect." 

He continued, "But nationalism promises 

to go a bit further than just trade issues. 
"Nationalism also underlies the popular 

revolt against uncontrolled immigration, not 
only for economic reasons but also for what 
are basically cultural ones .... The cultural 
dimension of the revolt against immigration 
also happens to connect with the domestic 
culture war waged by the religious right and 
its allies." 

On economic and trade issues, the right
wing columnist noted, "protectionists of the 
right can gain support from allies on the left 
like Ralph Nader, labor unions and environ
mentalists. But the protectionists of the left 
usually run for the hills when their allies on 
the right start invoking non-economic, cul
tural and political nationalist themes." 

Concentrating his fire on his bourgeois 
opponents who pushed for fast track, the 
writer concluded, "They have a good rea
son to fear, because the nationalism that is 
beginning to unite Americans of both left 
and right is the most serious threat to their 
power yet to appear, and there is no sign 
that it is going to stop." 

This underlines the stakes in doing ev
erything possible to show fellow workers 
and revolutionary-minded youth a different 
course; an internationalist perspective, and 
to have nothing to do with the conferences, 
forums, and protests of the labor bureaucrats 
and other peddlers of American nationalism 
in the labor movement. Socialist workers 
need to discuss with fighters what capital
ism and imperialism are and the need for 
working people to wage a fight for interna
tional solidarity that can lay the basis for 
the working class wresting power from the 
capitalist rulers. 

Only then will capitalist governments in 
Washington, Ottawa, Tokyo, London, and 
other imperial centers be stopped from us
ing their power through trade pacts, em bar
goes, bail-out schemes, and other such poli
cies to deepen the exploitation and oppres
sion of working people around the world. 

Pickets outlined some of the proposed 
new work rules to Militant reporters. One 
would prohibit workers occasionally trad
ing shifts. Another would give supervisors 
control over workers' vacation scheduling, 
regardless of seniority. Last spring, work
ers were told they could no longer bring 
coffee or pop onto the job. The only liquid 
allowed would be water, and this would only 
be permitted from June through September, 
despite the extremely high temperatures on 
many jobs. Work rule changes around in
centive rates and job classifications could 
cost workers as much as $5 per hour. 

Only two of the 1,200 strikers have 
crossed the picket line. A December 5 meet
ing called by one of them, an electrician, to 
encourage others to do likewise was a mis
erable failure. Woodburn's mayor, a state 
senator, what theJ ournal Gazette described 
as "community members," and some strik
ers showed up - about 50 people in all. 
Several strikers that went voiced support for 
the union and many of them left before the 
scab's wife passed out memos explaining 
how someone could resign from the union 
and thus avoid the fine assessed for cross
ing the picket line. No one volunteered to 
scab. Eleven northeast Indiana United Auto 
Workers locals and other AFL-CIO mem
bers donated $9,642 to Local 715 during a 
support rally December 8. 

Gary Boyers is a member of USWA Local 
1299 in River Rouge, Michigan. Lisa Pot
ash and Jay Ressler contributed to this ar
ticle. 
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Currency crisis deepens in southeast Asia 
Continued from front page 
ing. "There is no improvement," he com
plained, adding that "the situation is becom
ing worse." 

While the Asean conference was meet
ing, several currencies - including the Phil
ippine peso, the Thai baht, the Malaysian 
ringgit, and the Indonesian ruppiah -
dropped to record lows against the U.S. dol
lar. 

The value of the ruppiah has plunged 52 
percent since beginning of the year. Jakarta 
shut down 16 banks as part of the austerity 
measures demanded by the IMF in exchange 
for a $40 billion loan agreement on October 
8. The regime has imposed massive job cuts 
already - some 420,000 workers - and 
the number is expected to reach 1 million 
by next year. Nervousness over mounting 
"social unrest" is echoed in the big-business 
media each week. 

If workers take to the streets, political sta
bility in the region "could be shattered," the 
December 22 Business Week reported. "Al
ready the numbers of unemployed are alarm
ing." 

Commenting on the 1995 "bailout" of the 
Mexico where the living standards of work
ing people dropped 30 percent, David 
Roche, an economist at London Independent 
Strategy Ltd., told the financial weekly a 
similar decline in Asia would spark "noth
ing short of a revolution." 

Mass protests have begun to unfold in 
Indonesia, the region's largest country with 
200 million people. Workers have gone on 
strike to demand wage hikes at some of the 
country's largest companies, such as the 
Gudang Garam cigarette factory in east Java, 
where 40,000 people work. 

"It's brewing in the region," said a union 
activist from Sumatra. "Prices are going up 
and wages are as miserable as ever." 

Some job actions are expected in Decem
ber and January as workers demand com
panies pay a,special bonus during the cel
ebration of Ramadan, the Muslim month of 
fasting. "Normally many companies do not 
want to pay the bonus and that is when work
ers strike. This year it will be much worse," 
explained Teten Masduki, an attorney who 
represents union activists in labor disputes. 

Many unionists say strikes and protest 
actions are also likely to escalate on the eve 
of the presidential elections in March. In-
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Monday, December 22 
Exhibition Opening Night Reception 
Peace and Justice Gallery 
565 Boylston Street 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Reception $25.00, 
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VIGIL AND 
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donesian president Suharto told the military 
during an October 5 parade to be prepared 
for any unrest. Gen. Faisal Tanjung, chief 
of the armed forces, pledged to crush any 
action that would disrupt the elections. 

Suharto, who has ruled Indonesia for 
more than 30 years, came to power in a coup 
after more than half a million people were 
massacred by the military in.·l965. 

Loan default still a threat in Seoul 
Meanwhile, in south Korea, the possibil

ity of a general default on foreign loans has 
not diminished. Government officials esti
mate some $15 billion in short-term debt is 
due by the end of December. The country's 
useable foreign-exchange reserves have 
dwindled to a paltry $10 billion, and possi
bly less. The $57 billion imperialist-imposed 
"bailout" has not stanched the financial cri
sis there. 

"Although Korean officials are hoping 
that some of the short-term debt will be 
rolled over, the likelihood of that is ques
tionable because December is when annual 
accounts are settled as banks call in loans to 
balance their books," wrote John Burton in 
the December 15 Financial Times. 

"If foreign lenders refuse to lend money 
to Korea, then we have no choice but to de
fault," asserted Cho Soon, president of the 
governing party and head of the Central 
Bank. "How close is Korea to the possibil
ity of a default?" he asked during a Decem
ber 13 press conference. "I really do not 
know." Cho implied that the risk was 50-
50, the December 14 New York Times re
ported. 

With the specter of loan defaults to impe
rialist banks looming, President Kim Young 
Sam called the three leading presidential 
candidates to his mansion for meeting De
cember 13, where he forced them to sign an 
agreement promising support for the IMF 
"bailout" program. "By observing the agree
ment with the IMF, we will enhance the 
nation's international credit standing," the 
statement said. 

Two of the candidates had called for re
negotiating the IMF deal. In posturing for 
the December 18 elections, they had hoped 
to tap nationalist sentiments and the wide-

spread resentment in south Korea against the 
IMF austerity demands. Kim Dae Jung, the 
front-runner in the race, has promised a six
month moratorium on layoffs if he is elected. 
But the IMF program calls for "labor mar
ket flexibility" that will force Seoul to im
pose more job cuts. 

A layer of south Korea's capitalist class 
is promoting protectionist measures, includ
ing a "buy Korean" campaign and promot
ing token measures such as individuals sell
ing gold jewelry to the government. 

In spite of these moves, Washington and 
other imperialist powers succeeded in im
posing further measures to pry open foreign 
markets in a deal struck December 13 un
der the auspices of the World Trade Organi
zation. The agreement, signed by the gov
ernments of 100 countries, commits them 
to dismantle barriers to foreign ownership 
of banks and security firms. The pact in
cludes a provision that permits the U.S. gov
ernment to revoke "most-favored nation" 
trading rights - a promise of low tariffs in 
the United States- if regimes block for
eign investments. 

U.S. trade representative Charlene 
Barshefsky and U.S. treasury secretary Rob
ert Rubin issued a joint statement declaring 
the trade accord would "open financial ser
vices markets to an unprecedented degree 
and provide lasting benefits to US industry, 

the US economy and the global economy." 
While the Clinton administration aims to 

use the trade deal and the Asia currency cri
sis to gain a competitive edge for the U.S. 
rulers against their imperialist rivals, U.S. 
rightist politicians have ratcheted up their 
nationalist clamor several notches. 

"For America, Asia's devaluations are 
going to have a devastating impact," said 
ultrarightist politician Patrick Buchanan in 
an article published in the December 17 
Conservative Chronicle. "Major targets of 
Korea and Japan will include the U.S. steel 
industry and that 60 percent of the U.S. auto 
industry still held by GM, Ford, and 
Chrysler. Both industries may soon appre
ciate how Japan, Inc., took down America's 
TV manufacturers." 

Buchanan said Washington "could still 
protect U.S. manufacturers and workers 
from being swamped by Asian imports" by 
imposing "temporary tariffs to offset any 
sudden advantage Asian manufacturers have 
been given by their cheapened currencies." 
In the same issue of that weekly, right-wing 
columnist Phyllis Schafly declared, "The 
questions for Americans is, are we going to 
sacrifice our right of self-government and 
let the big U.S. banks and multinationals 
decide that American taxpayers must cover 
the losses of foreigners' stupid loans and 
investments?" 
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CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Film Showing. Documentary on the story of a 
hard-fought 1970 strike by Appalachian coal 
miners. Fri., Dec. 26. Light buffet, 7 p.m. Film 
(and popcorn) 7:30p.m. 2546 W. Pico Blvd. Do
nation: $4. Tel: (213) 380-9460. 

San Francisco 
Korea Bailout: How Washington Will Attempt 
to make Korean Workers Pay. Speaker: 
Marklyn Wilson, Socialist Workers Party, mem
ber of United Transportation Union. Fri., Dec. 26, 
7:30p.m. 3284 23rd St. Donation: $4. Tel: (415) 
282-6255. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Celebrate 39 Years of the Cuban Revolution. 
Speaker: Ted Leonard, Socialist Workers Party. 
Sat., Dec. 27.4 p.m. 780 Tremont St. Donation: 
$4. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 
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International. 
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-GREAT SOCIETY----------------
Touching- Apparently assum

ing we were short on last-minute gift 
ideas, a reader sent a sheaf of ads 
for Princess Diana memorabilia, 
including porcelain dolls with "au-

Harry 

itARing 

gland, the Karl Marx Memorial Li
brary was granted £359,00 (nearly 
$600,000) in national lottery prof
its. The library is housed in the Lon
don home where Marx, and later 
Lenin, worked. The library said it 
will use the grant to catalog its 
150,000 books and pamphlets and 
put them on the Internet. 

Oh -A study of the salaries of 
Senate staff members found that 
staffers who are Black get 76 cents 
for every dollar paid to whites. 
Latinos fared slightly better. A re
port said the study "attributed the 
disparity to a higher percentage of 
minorities in lower-paying jobs." 

invasion of Iraq, USA Today colum
nist Richard Benedetto said the ex
president "worried about media 
criticism that could have built as 
allied troops attacked retreating 
Iraqi soldiers along what -became 
known as the 'Highway of Death' 
leading from Kuwait to Iraq." He 
cites a question posed by Bush: "If 
we continued the fighting another 
day would we be accused of slaugh
ter of Iraqis who were simply try
ing to escape?" 

Hut commercial. He sits at a table 
with his granddaughter, while 
other patrons argue about him. 
Finally, to a standing ovation, one 
declares, "Because of him we have 
things like the Pizza Hut." Report
edly, he'll pocket nearly a million. 
The commercial won't be shown 
in Russia, where his name is mud. 

2$$$ A.D. - Trademarks have 
been approved for 117 products 
that include "millennium" in the 
name, and 1,500 containing 
"2000." 

the Millennium." 

Shopping tip - Spend $3,000 
at Neiman-Marcus and you're en
rolled in the In Circle club. Spend 
$300,000 and get a free flight to 
France. Rack up a million points 
and choose any global destination. 

Whatever turns you on - "Her 
personal dream ... getaway is to 
check herself and her husband into 
the $2,800-per-night Charles Pierre 
suite (her dogs like the terrace) at 
the Pierre, dine well ... and shop re
lentlessly."- USA Today interview 
with Baroness Penelope von 
Kalinowski, operator of a Los An
geles celebrity-oriented travel 
agency. 

thentic" garment reproductions, a 
calendar, and a plate featuring an 
original painting and platinum bor
der trim. 

Capitalism? -According to 
one survey 52 percent of adults be
lieve there is a hell. Thousands more are pending, 

including an offer by Miller beer 
to be the "Official Sponsor of the 
Millennium," and Playboy, which 
wants to be "Official Magazine of A real holiday gift - In En-

Blood-soaked Q&A - Discuss
ing why George Bush aborted the 

A slice- Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who presided over the collapse of 
the Soviet regime, has made a Pizza 

Socialists counter U.S. war drive in unions, 1937 
The following excerpt is from Teamster 

Bureaucracy, the final book in a series by 
Farrell Dobbs, who was a leader of the 
Teamsters struggles in Minnesota in the 
1930s and later national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party. This selection is 
from the section of the book titled "Trade 
Union Campaign Against War." The book 
is copyright © by Pathfinder Press, and 
reprinted by permission. Subheadings are 
by the Militant. 

BY FARRELL DOBBS 
Imperialist rivals were encroaching upon 

territories abroad which this country's rul
ing class, with its global interests, had staked 
out for exploitation. Among those compet-

BOOK OF 
THE WEEK 
ing governmental gangs, two loomed as the 
most formidable opponents of their Wall 
Street counterparts. One operated from 
within Hitlerite Germany; the other had its 
base in Japan, where a militarist regime held 
power. Both had their eyes on the 
superprofits United States banking combines 
and monopoly corporations were raking in 
from foreign holdings; Germany and Japan 
were out to grab a larger piece of the action. 

It was in this rivalry between imperialist 
cutthroats that Roosevelt was dedicating 
himself to the protection of "American in
terests." But that wasn't what he talked about 
during the 1936 elections. 

Instead, he campaigned on the basis of 
his phony image, built up during his first 
term, as a champion of the exploited masses. 
Then, after being returned to office, he be
gan to apply his real line in foreign policy. 
Budgetary provisions were made for in
creased military spending, using the argu
ment that such action would expand indus
trial hiring and reduce the jobless rolls. At 
the same time Washington employed every 
available propaganda device in an effort to 
justify the handling of foreign affairs in a 
manner that led toward war. 

At that point General Drivers Local 544, 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, set out to orga
nize trade union opposition to Roosevelt's 
preparations for use of the workers as impe
rialist cannon fodder. Local 544, an affiliate 
of the International Brotherhood of Team
sters, AFL, was led by Trotskyist militants. 
They were revolutionary socialists, whose 
training and experience enabled them to grasp 
the real meaning of the scheme being cooked 
up in Washington .... 

Union paper speaks against war drive 
Fortunately, there was an excellent vehicle 

at hand to undertake that beginning. The Min
neapolis Teamsters had a weekly paper, the 
Northwest Organizer, published initially by 
the General Drivers Union. In 1936 it had 
been made the official organ of the Teamsters 
Joint Council, a body composed of represen
tatives from all IBT locals in the city. Its edi
tor was Miles Dunne, one ofLocal544 's cen
tral leaders .... 

The educational phase of the campaign was 
opened through an editorial in the April 22, 
1937, issue of the paper. It was pegged to the 
upcoming celebration of May Day, the inter
national working-class holiday which had 
come into being in direct relationship to class 
battles during the latter part of the nineteenth 
century .... 

"May Day will continue to express the in
terlocking nature of economics and politics," 
the editorial said in part. "But although puny 
politicians may try to tum the occasion into a 
common election rally, the workers will be 
turning their attention to much broader and 
sounder implications, namely independent 
working-class action. Proper economic sub
jects such as hours, wages, jobs, relief and 
organization, will be amplified by consider
ation of political relations such as civil liber
ties, war and the other struggles ahead .... 

"Wars and rumors of war are ... necessary 
implements of great capitalist competitors. 
Not one of them can remain peaceable but 
each must strive until his power is broken, to 
gain world-wide supremacy by ruthless ter
ror and destruction. Here, too, petty politics 
are of no avail. Why? Because government, 
'the executive committee of the ruling class,' 
must not only conduct war for its master, but 
must prepare the way by subduing all oppo

FROM PATHFINDER 

sition and assuring 
'unity at all costs' at 
home. May Day there
fore calls for renewed 
defense of workers' 
rights." 

and organizing drive that trans
formed the Teamsters union in 

Minnesota and much of the Midwest into a 

Teamster Rebellion $1 6.95 
Teamster Power $17.95 
Teamster Politics $17.95 
Teamster Bureaucracy $18.95 

Some weeks later, in 
July 1937, the Japanese 
military invaded North 
China. Shortly thereafter 
two United States sol
diers stationed in the war 
zone were wounded, and 
the capitalist propagan
dists seized upon the in
cident to build up anti
Japanese sentiment here 
in this country. At that 
point the Teamster paper 
set out to counter the jin
goistic line, opening 
with an editorial which 
asserted: 

"The reason the 
United States has its gar
risons in China and its 
warships in the Far Pa
cific is to protect Ameri
can capitalism in the 

Orient. The American worker has nothing 
whatever at stake, the American bosses 
have millions of dollars of investments that 
must be protected. The American worker 
has nothing to gain and everything to lose 
by a war fought to protect American capi
talism .... In the present crisis in the Far 
East, the interests of the American work
ers lie with the interests of the downtrod
den people of China .... " 

Imperialism and war 
Five articles written by Tex Norris, a 

revolutionary socialist educator, were then 
published. His main points, which were il
lustrated by historical examples, may be 
summarized as follows: 

Imperialists are capitalists with invest
ments in foreign countries. By 1937 United 
States business interests were making in
creasingly large investments in every pos
sible quarter of the world. Those who ben
efited from this development were trying 
to keep the facts hidden from the workers, 
who always came out losers in such a situ
ation, and it was the duty of the labor move
ment to explain what was happening. 

Profits made by g-ouging U.S. labor, 
Norris continued, were being used in the 
form of capital to exploit foreign workers 
at starvation wages, even lower than those 
paid here. In order to maximize such ·ex
ploitation, the imperialists, acting just as 
they did at home, sought to use the govern
ments of the particular foreign countries to 
break strikes by native workers and, wher-

ever possible, to crush their trade unions. 
The accomplishment of those aims helped, 
moreover, to hold down wage rates in this 
country, thus enabling the imperialists to 
reap superprofits at the expense of both U.S. 
and foreign labor. 

In an effort to cope with this problem, 
some within the trade unions were promot
ing "Buy American" campaigns, hoping 
thereby to protect jobs and wages in this 
country .... 

Imperialism, he added, was a natural de
velopment in any advanced capitalist nation. 
Just as U.S. business operated outside its 
home base, so did British, French, Italian, 
Japanese. The competition between those 
different imperialist interests within a con
tracted world market was growing keener 
daily, and that was leading to the most ter
rible of all the consequences of imperial
ism- war. Protection of U.S. business in
terests in that sharpening conflict, Norris em
phasized, had become the main concern of 
the Roosevelt administration .... Acquisition 
of military bases was going on in regions 
where capitalist investments abroad were 
concentrated, and Washington was prepar
ing to pull millions of workers into the armed 
forces for war against its rivals. 

If workers in the U.S. were to resist this 
mad course, he concluded, they needed to 
fight against capitalism itself, of which im
perialism was a deadly offspring. That, in 
tum, called for the clasping of workers' 
hands in other countries in a grip of intema
tionallabor solidarity. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO--

TH£ MILITANT 
December 29, 1972 

DEC. 20- The massive indiscriminate 
bombing of the Hanoi-Haiphong area of 
North Vietnam is entering its third day as 
we go to press. 

Following almost two months of consis
tent lies about the negotiations, symbolized 
most clearly by Henry Kissinger's Oct. 26 
statement that "peace is at hand," 
Washington's ferocious escalation of the 
war is enraging the world. 

Despite Kissinger's claim that Hanoi is 
responsible for the collapse of the Paris 
secret negotiations, it is clear that the sole 
responsibility for continuing the war lies 
with the Nixon administration. The White 
House never abandoned its goal of secur
ing the Saigon regime's power over South 
Vietnam. 

It was not over minor issues that the se
cret talks were deadlocked. At issue was 
Washington's demand for guarantees that 
the proimperialist regime in Saigon would 
remain in command. 

In this strategy Nixon is counting on 
Moscow and Peking to continue their 
treacherous pressure against Hanoi. Nixon 
hopes to demonstrate that no matter how 
heavy the bombing, Moscow and Peking 
will not provide an adequate defense to 
North Vietnam. 

The Kremlin's policies of doling out ob
solete military equipment to Hanoi with an 
eyedropper have never been clearer than 
today, when the best North Vietnam can do 
against a storm of bombers and bombs is 

fire antiquated missiles into the air on a hit
or-miss basis. 

THE MILITANT 
PU&LISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE 

NEW YORK, N.Y FIVE ('5) C:ENTS 

December 29, 1947 
FLINT, Michigan, Dec. 21- Five GM 

Local Union Presidents, representing over 
50,000 workers in General Motors met to
day and released a highly important "State
ment of Policy." 

Pointing out that "This conference unites 
the GM local presidents for the first time in 
the history of the Flint Auto Locals," the five 
presidents issued a fighting 3-point program 
of action that called for: 

1) 25-cent hourly wage increase and a 
sliding scale cost-of-living bonus clause. 

2) revision of the GM contract. 
3) a single termination date for all con

tracts in the auto industry. 
The "Statement of Policy" announces that 

"We have united for all future struggles. 
General Motors understands only one lan
guage -power. In unity there is strength." 

This Statement of Policy, prominently 
quoted by both the Detroit and Flint daily 
papers, found immediate response from mili
tants throughout the union. The actions of 
the Briggs and Budd Locals are reported 
elsewhere in this issue. And their actions had 
repercussions in the top leadership. Asher 
Lauren, labor writer of the Detroit News 
reported on Dec. 22 as follows: "As the wage 
clamor spread, Walter P. Reuther revealed 
that the 22-man executive board was being 
summoned here Jan. 15 to discuss the is
sue." 
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-EDITORIALS----------

100 years fighting imperialism 
Next year marks the centennial of the anti-imperialist 

struggles in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. Work
ing-class fighters and rebel-minded youth can celebrate 
this anniversary over the coming months by organizing 
meetings, conferences, media events, and other activities. 

As Washington became an imperialist power at the turn 
of the century, it began to organize political and military 
intervention against the nations of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. It seized Cuba and Puerto Rico in 1898, as 
well as the Philippines and Guam, as the workers and peas
ants in these territories were winning independence from 
Spain. 

Cuba was the last country to free itself from the Span
ish colonial rule, after peasants and former slaves fought 
off 500,000 Spanish troops in two wars of liberation that 
spanned 30 years. Jose Marti, Cuba's national hero, who 
was killed in battle, founded the Cuban Revolutionary 
Party with the immediate purpose of fighting for the in-
dependence of Cuba and Puerto Rico. -

Activities can be organized to learn more about battles 
against Washington's rise as an imperialist power on the 
blood-soaked soil of other lands, such as the 1901 
Balangiga Massacre in the Philippines, where U.S. troops 
wiped out thousands of civilians in a reprisal to their 
struggle against U.S. domination. 

The Cuban revolution in 1959 established the first free 
territory in the Americas. The struggle to overthrow the 
U.S.-backed Fulgencio Batista tyranny was built on the 
shoulders of resistance by the Native Americans against 
their exterminators, the Africans against the slave own
ers, the workers and peasants against the colonizers, as 
well as against the local capitalists and landlords. As 
Washington turned its imperial wrath against the workers 
and farmers government that came to power, the leader
ship of the revolution mobilized the toilers to carry through 

the expropriation of the Cuban and foreign bourgeoisies, 
establishing the first workers state in the hemisphere. 

"Our struggle was the eternal struggle of all oppressed 
people; our enemies were and are the same enemies; our 
victories are the victories of all progressive humanity to
day and tomorrow," explained Cuban president Fidel 
Castro, speaking at a 1978 mass rally marking the conti
nuity of Cuba's socialist revolution with the battle for in
dependence. 

Today, Cuba has turned a comer in conquering the "spe
cial period" of economic crisis precipitated by the col
lapse in trade with the Soviet Union and exacerbated by 
Washington's decades-long economic war. The revolu
tionary leadership there has launched an effort to win a 
new generation to communism, drawing on this revolu
tionary history. For Cuban communists and other revolu
tionaries around the world, 1997 was the "Year of the 
Heroic Guerrilla" - the year of the 30th anniversary of 
the combat in Bolivia by Che Guevara and his comrades. 
In the same way, 1998 is the "Year of the 100th anniver
sary of anti-imperialist struggle in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and 
the Philippines." 

The meetings celebrating Che's combat that were held 
in Cuba, the United States and elsewhere in recent months 
were not just an exercise to mark an historical event. They 
opened the door for young rebels to learn about the Cu
ban revolution, Che Guevara, and his fellow combatants, 
and seek to emulate their internationalist example today. 
Working-class fighters have ample political openings to 
work with these kind of fighters, supporters of Puerto 
Rican independence, and defenders of the Cuban revolu
tion to build meetings on campuses, with workers, and 
organize events in cities around the world to continue the 
revolutionary struggle for full equality for all human be
ings and solidarity among all peoples of the world. 

Stop pollution? Via revolution 
There is no question that capitalism has accelerated the 

destruction of the environment. Pollution proliferates from 
industries whose owners are unwilling to use existing tech
nology to treat waste and minimize toxic emissions, be
cause doing so would cut into their profits. The danger to· 
health, safety, and life itself from radioactivity from 
nuclear power and weapons plants and their untreatable 
waste is not diminishing. The slash-and-bum policies 
imposed on farmers and carried out by big timber compa
nies based in the imperialist countries were largely re
sponsible for the vast fires in Indonesia this year and the 
ongoing burning of the Amazon forest. More of the world 
was on fire in 1997 than at any other time in history. These 
are only a few of the environmental ills that loom larger 
and will grow under capitalism. -

Class-conscious workers, however, should refuse to join 
the petty bourgeois htsteria and panic by those who ar
gue that destruction· of the planet is imminent through 
pollution. There is no established scientific evidence, for 
example, that "global warming" is an unambiguous trend 
caused by emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases. It 
may be. But no one has been able to prove it so far. Records 
of annual average temperatures of the earth have only been 
kept since 1895, just over a century- a mere blip in hu
man history, a minuscule slice of periods registering broad 
climatological changes. 

Working people should also refuse to join the efforts of 
Greenpeace, other liberals, and many radical groups that 
call themselves socialist or prolabor that advocate reform
ing the fake environmental policies of the bourgeois rul
ers to improve "our country." That's what the campaigns 

for so-called sustainable development by Global Ex
change, a Bay Area-based liberal organization, and other 
groups are aimed at. 

Class-conscious workers should also unequivocally 
rejr,ct the nationalist, America First campaigq by the trade 
umon officialdom to oppose the Kyoto treaty that is hing
ing workers' fortunes to those of their class enemy - the 
bosses - and walks them right into the fascist trap of 
ultrarightists. 

The bourgeoisie really doesn't give a damn about glo
bal warming or most other alleged or substantiated long
term ecological disasters. As the debate around the Kyoto 
conference showed, big business is only concerned with 
maximizing their profits. 

At the same time they should explain that Clinton, Gore 
and Co., who peddle Washington's fraudulent concern for 
the world environment, only use meetings and treaties 
like the one in Kyoto to advance the use of Washington's 
imperial power- both against weaker capitalist rivals and 
against the semicolonial world. The moneychangers men
tality that permeated the Kyoto charade was captured by 
the Clinton-Gore proposal for tradable emissions permits, 
that is, buying the "right" to pollute. 

The most important thing that any young person, any 
worker, or any human being genuinely concerned over 
the spreading environmental disasters can do is to orga
nize and fight now to build revolutionary parties that can 
lead working people to take power out of the hands of the 
exploiting classes. Only then will humanity be able to 
confront capitalism's inevitable poisoning of human be
ings and degradation of nature. 

Defend abortion rights 
Jan. 22, 1998, marks the 25th anniversary of the most 

important victory for women's rights in the United States 
in decades - the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling le
galizing the right to an abortion. The ruling, which codi
fied gains won in struggle by the women's rights move
ment, struck down all prohibitions on women exercising 
their right to choose when and if to bear children. 

The recent steps by the New Jersey legislature to ban a 
late-term abortion procedure in that state are just the lat
est in a series of moves by the government and right-wing 
forces aimed at rolling back a woman's fundamental right 
to control her own body. These efforts began just three 
years after the Roe v. Wade victory, when the U.S. Con
gress passed the Hyde Amendment in 1976, cutting off 
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Medicaid funding for abortion in virtually all cases. This 
legislation and steps since then to restrict access to abor
tion strike hardest at working-class women and especially 
those of oppressed nationalities. The labor movement 
should champion the fight for abortion rights, which are 
fundamental to women's equality. 

The 25th anniversary of winning the right to abortion 
will be an important occasion for defenders of women's 
rights to organize pickets, rallies, forums, speakouts, and 
other actions. Mobilizations and public meetings serve to 
push back the right-wing forces that have blockaded clin
ics and tried to terrorize women and doctors at them, and 
build confidence among women's rights fighters and win 
solidarity from other struggles. 

Ask what you 
can do for 
your class, 
not for 
'your country' 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

In his letter to the Militant, printed in the November 17 
issue, reader Howard Brown contends that the paper ap
pears to have recently changed its position from being 
neutral to opposing the North American Free Trade Agree
ment and other such trade deals. He refers to a previous 
letter by reader Roger Annis, who argued that the Militant's 
position was, until recently, "neutral." He then notes that 
in a response to Annis I argued that the communist move
ment has never been neutral on capitalist trade pacts. 
Brown suggests that my "memory is failing." He writes, 
"I know from my own experience, when I debated Jenness 
in your pages in 1993, that at that time he wouldn't have 
admitted opposition to NAFTA if he'd been beaten by a 
stick. I'm prepared to take Jenness's word that he was 
always opposed to NAFTA, but, for tactical reasons (until 
recently) he was also opposed to saying so explicitly." 

DISCUSSION WITH 
OUR READERS 

Going through theM ilitant for the past four or five years, 
it's true that articles and headlines can be found that are 
ambiguous and may have given the impression of a neu
tral position. For example, in the November 1993 Inter
national Socialist Review, published as a supplement in 
the Nov. 29, 1993, issue ofthe Militant, one can find the 
following headline: "Do workers have a stake in bosses' 
trade conflicts?" This could be misread- especially if 
one were so inclined - to say that workers should ab
stain from taking a stance on the political questions in
volved in such conflicts. 

Overall, however, the coverage was pretty clear, as was · 
the paper's refusal to get caught in the framework of op
posing or promoting either of the main capitalist camps in 
their attempt to use trade deals to deepen the exploitation 
of workers and domination of oppressed nations world
wide. Even in the 1993 debate with me that he refers to, 
Brown not only dido 't raise the question of "neutrality" 
but referred explicitly to the opposition to such pacts ex
pressed in the pamphlet Farmers Face the Crisis of the 
1990s, which I wrote. In a review of that pamphlet in the 
November 1992 issue of the Union Farmer, published in 
Saskatchewan, which was reprinted in the April5, 1993, 
Militant, Brown quoted as follows," 'Neither capitalist 
protectionism nor free trade offers a solution to the price
cost squeeze facing the big majority of working farmers,' 
Jenness says. 'Moreover, both perspectives draw work
ing people into tying their fate to either the "free trade" 
capitalists or "protectionist" capitalists - all in the name 
of defending "American" interests.'" So neither a stick 
nor a lesser instrument was necessary to worm out of me 
opposition to capitalist trade policies. I said it freely and 
explicitly. 

What was at issue in that discussion was whether or not 
class-conscious workers should campaign against NAFTA, 
which is what Brown argued. Not recognizing the politi
cal openings for doing this is the "mistaken tactical line" 
that he refers to in his November 17 letter. He's not ex
plicit in that letter, but he suggests that the Militant ap
pears to have corrected the tactical course that he believes 
it was erroneously on four years ago. 

I would like to argue that that's absurd, but unfortu
nately in the past few months the Militant has run several 
articles that give the appearance that it's joined the cam
paign against NAFTA, the Asian-Pacific Economic Co
operation forum, and other such deals. These articles re
flect an adaptation to economic nationalism of the rulers 
in Canada or the United States through support to the anti
APEC or anti-NAFTA campaigns of the labor bureaucracy, 
which are supported by nearly every petty-bourgeois group 
claiming to be socialist. 

Examples of adaptation to nationalism 
Two examples help illustrate the problem: the cover

age on the anti-APEC protests in the November 17 and 
December 1 issues and the report on the Twin Cities Mili
tant Labor Forum discussion around "fast track" that was 
featured on the front page of the November 24 issue. 

The November 17 Militant reports favorably on the 
activities against the APEC trade conference in Vancouver, 
British Columbia--, protests sponsored by the No! To 
APEC Coalition and the People' Summit on APEC.Mili
tant readers are encouraged to participate, with telephone 
numbers and E-mail addresses provided to facilitate this. 

The same issue also includes an article reporting that 
Continued on Page 10 



Ontario unions 
discuss response to 
gov't austerity plan 
BY JOHN STEELE workers returned to work a few days later. 

TORONTO- The more than 2,300 del
egates attending the November 24- 28 con
vention of the Ontario Federation of Labor 
(OFL) voted overwhelmingly to organize a 
one-day provincial walkout sometime next 
year to protest the austerity and anti-union 
drive of the Ontario government, headed by 
Conservative premier Michael Harris. The 
convention came two weeks after 126,000 
teachers waged a 14-day, province-wide 
political strike against impending legislation, 
known as Bill160, designed to cut hundreds 
of millions of dollars from public education 
in Ontario and lay off up to 10,000 teach
ers. 

About 200 meatpackers - members of 
United Food and Commercial Workers Lo
cal 1227 -on strike against Maple Leaf 
Foods, came to the convention from their 
picket lines in Burlington and Hamilton. 
They were given a standing ovation by the 
delegates, who voted to support a Canada
wide boycott against the company. Currently, 
about 2,300 Maple Leaf workers are locked 
out or on strike against the giant hog pro
cessor in four cities across the country. The 
strikers and convention delegates also 
marched through downtown Toronto. 

Militant 
Striking Maple Leaf meatpackers picket November 22 in front of Alberta plant 

"We have no choice but to strike. What 
are you going to do when they try to cut your 
wages by $9," said Leena, one of the strik
ers, who gave only her first name. 

government. The Liberal government in 
Ottawa was also condemned in the same 
vein. A central theme promoted by the union 
officialdom and taken up by many of the 
delegates was the so-called "Americaniza
tion" of Canada. They defined this as the 
privatization of health care and education 
and government attacks on unions as a con
sequence of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. 

ment workers in a deficit-cutting drive. 
Some OFL delegates argued for an ear

lier action. "We can't squander an opportu
nity for decisive action," said a delegate from 
the Ontario Public Service Employees union. 

"A one-year time line, I'm afraid, will be 
a recipe for inaction," stated John Cartwright 
of the Carpenters and Allied Workers. 

The plan adopted by the delegates, rep
resenting OFL affiliates with 650,000 mem
bers, also included organizing more city
wide strikes and protests. There have been 
nine such actions across the province over 
the past two years. The convention also 
called for a renewed effort to build support 
for the union-based, social democratic New 
Democratic Party in preparation for provin
cial elections, expected in one to two years. 

Maple Leaf "refuses to pay prices the 
farmers want," said striker Randy Morely, 
"But they have to make a living too." 

Many delegates wore buttons inscribed 
with the name "Dudley" and the slogan 
"Support a public inquiry!" Three months 
after after the Harris government was elected 
in 1995, Ontario provincial cops shot and 
killed Native activist Dudley George dur
ing an armed raid against a peaceful land 
occupation by the Stoney Point people, who 
are fighting for government recognition of 
a Native burial ground near Samia, Ontario. 
The OFL delegates declared their support 
for the continuing struggle of the George 
family and Stoney Point band to win a pub
lic inquiry into Harris's role in the cops' 
decision to carry out the assault. 

David Orchard, author of the chauvinist 
book "The Fight for Canada: Four Centu
ries Resistance to American Expansion
ism," addressed the convention on the ques
tion of the Multilateral Agreement on In
vestment being promoted by Washington, 
Ottawa, and other imperialist powers. He 
claimed that trade deals like NAFTA and 
the MAl threaten "Canadian sovereignty," 
and pose the "dissolution" of the border 
between Canada and the United States, and 
the "Canadian way of life." The conven
tion adopted a resolution demanding that 
Ottawa oppose the MAL 

OFL staffer and United Steelworkers 
(USWA) member Wayne Samuelson, ran for 
the office with the backing of the Interna
tional Association of Machinists, United 
Food and Commercial Workers, USWA, and 
Ontario Public Service Employees union 
officialdoms. Canadian Auto Workers mem
ber-staffer Paul Forder ran against 
Samuelson presenting himself as the main 
staffer in the Days of Action campaign, 
which brought thousands of unionists into 
the streets against Ottawa's austerity drive. 
Samuelson won the election by a little more 
than 200 votes. 

The delegates adopted an emergency 
resolution declaring support for the national 
strike of 45,000 members of the Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers, which was in its 
second week. During a lunch-hour break 
delegates joined about 2,000 postal work
ers from Toronto and surrounding areas in a 
downtown march to Canada Post offices. 
Signs carried by the strikers read: "Increased 
workload = Increased injuries"; "Keep 
Canada Post a public corporation - no 
privatization"; and "Full time- not part 
time jobs." The federal government was 
threatening to pass strike-breaking legisla
tion, and did so December 2. The postal 

John Steele is a member of International 
Association of Machinists Local2113. Mick 
McDonald contributed to this article. 

Towards the end of the convention del
egates also marched to the Provincial legis
lature at Queen's Park, where the members 
of the legislature were debating Bill 160. 
Despite the continuing demonstrations and 
protests by the teachers' unions, parents, and 
student organizations, the misnamed Edu
cation Quality Improvement Act was passed 
into law December 1. 

Most delegates viewed the fight of the 
teachers and the OFL as a fight against the 
"right-wing corporate agenda" of the Harris 

A good deal of the convention agenda 
was taken up with campaigning for candi
dates for OFL president. The campaign re
flected divisions in the union officialdom 
stemming from the "social contract" im
posed on government workers in 1993 by 
the previous Ontario NDP government. The 
"social contract" tore up union contracts and 
imposed wage cuts and layoffs on govern-

-LETTERS-------------------------------------
More on environment 

I would like to suggest that you 
broaden the spectrum of your ma
terial in the direction of environ
mental issues. Corporations still 
rape the homelands of cultures not 
heard of in the almighty United 
Nations. Missionaries still attempt 
to homogenize everything in their 
paths. Just because these people are 
not members of a labeled union, 
should they be ignored by a publi
cation such as yours - one which 
has the power to bring the plights 
of the unheard to the international 
forum? 

Millions of people's lives around 
the world are virtually destroyed at 
the hands of overzealous, ignorant 
capitalists every year. A vast amount 
of this destruction comes in the form 
of degraded or lost habitat. Why not 
expose your readers to the benefits 
of sustainable development projects 
that are currently being proposed or 
are already in existence. For in
stance, there is the "Shaman's ap
prentice" program, which focuses 
on establishing a market base for 
medicinal plants that are used in the 
Amazon region by tribal "medicine 
men." The ideal of the program is 
to involve the local inhabitants in a 
project which enables them to earn 
the money they have been forced to 
"need" by utilizing the resources of 
the forests in which they live with
out destroying them, an amazing 
feat in this day and age which could 
serve as a model for the future. 

I am truly convinced such an ex
pansion of your paper would be a 
benefit to all. Keep up the valuable 
work you do. 
Ian Maxwell 

Breckenridge, Colorado 

Hands off the Teamsters 
Your articles pointing out the 

danger of government intervention 
into the Teamsters (or any union) 
are important to discuss on the job. 
What is at stake is the independent 
functioning of our unions, union 
democracy, and the future transfor
mation of our unions through ac
tion and battle into fighting instru
ments to defend workers' rights 
and win social change. 

During the labor struggles of the 
1930s and the post World War II 
labor upsurge, many laws were 
passed and implemented that al
lowed the government, their agen
cies ( FBI, police, courts, etc.) the 
secretary of labor, so-called media
tors, and others to meddle into the 
affairs of unions. Interventions 
ranged from keeping tabs on union 
finances, pressuring union officials 
into loyalty oaths, overseeing union 
constitutions and by-laws, etc. 
Some of these laws like the 
Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin Law 
(1959) allowed the government to 
place police into the unions and 
urged dissident union members to 
sue the union in the capitalist courts. 
The Taft-Hartley Act of 1947 al
lowed the government to invoke in
junctions against a strike and even 
to "take possession" of a plant to 
prevent a strike. 

One of the richest experiences is 
contained in the book Teamster 
Bureaucracy by Farrell Dobbs 
(Pathfinder Press). One chapter, 
"FBI Disruption", documents the 
origins of government intervention 

into the Teamsters. Dobbs explains·· 
how FBI Director [J. Edgar] Hoover 
sent agents into the militant Team
sters Local544 to act as agent-pro
vocateurs and assist the government 
in carrying out frame-ups of mili
tant workers, violating the Bill of 
Rights, and handing down secret in
dictments that were heard by rigged 
juries and resulted in workers do
ing jail time. The FBI had the assis
tance of Teamsters International 
president Tobin, who with 
Roosevelt, was trying to housebreak 
the union in preparation for U.S. 
entrance into World War II. 

I encourage Militant readers to 
study this rich lesson and demand 
Hands off the Teamsters. 
Mark Friedman 
Los Angeles, California 

'Antiracist' protests? 
The article in the December 15 

Militant on the protests following 
the racist killing of Oumar Dia in 
Denver did not give an accurate pic
ture of the rallies organized in the 
wake of this crime - to judge from 
the coverage I saw on CNN and ar
ticles appearing in the Denver Post. 

The CNN coverage, for instance, 
featured a rally speaker calling on 
people to "stand up for our police," 
and focused not on the Dia killing 
but on the shooting death of a Den
ver cop, Bruce Vander Jagt, on No
vember 12. This killing is also at
tributed to skinheads. After that 
shooting, a dead pig with Vander 
Jagt's name painted on it was left in 
front of his precinct house. The 
Post's and CNN's coverage strings 
together these killings in ari attempt 
to channelpeople's outrage into an 
"anti-hate"- and pro-cop- cam
paign. 

Was the rally a united "rally 
against racism" as reported in the 

Militant article? It seems to me it 
was a bit more complicated than 
that. Who were the featured speak
ers at the rally? What views did 
they express? Weren't there differ
ent class· responses that should 
have been reported? 

Since when does Mayor 
Wellington Webb "organize rallies 
against racism?" Is he among the 
"activists who organized several 
other events," as reported in the 
Militant article? He's actually or
ganizing to make it harder to unite 
people against police brutality and 
cop killings- of which there is a 
rich history in Denver. 

The cops, no matter if Vander 
Jagt WAS killed by a skinhead, 
will never be the real targets of the 
rightists and fascists. Witness the 

revelation of cops "leaking" "con
fidential police information" to 
"skinheads." 
Floyd Fowler 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Antidote to capitalist press 
Thank you for providing an anti

dote to the bourgeois press. I love 
Harry Ring's "Great Society" col
umn (Marxists really need doses of 
humor) and the "Book of the Week" 
excerpts. 
M.S. 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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TH£ MILITANT 
Adams: 'Time London quit Ireland' 
BY PETE CLIFFORD 

LONDON- "A significant step- a 
moment in history" was how Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams described his Decem
ber 11 meeting with Anthony Blair in Lon
don. It was the first time since 1921 that Irish 
Republicans had met a British prime minis
ter at Downing Street. Adams, accompanied 
by six other Sinn Fein leaders, told Blair it 
was time for London to quit Ireland. 

In a sharp reminder that the nationalist 
struggle remains unbroken, two days later 
thousands of residents of Derry, Northern 
Ireland, took to the streets to resist a pro
British march through the city center. Riot
ing in the face of police and British army 
assaults continued for 14 hours. 

In an interview with the Irish News, 
Adams said the Republican delegation 
raised with Blair "our view that the two main 
things underpinning conflict in our country 
is the British policy and Unionist veto." 
London insists that any decisions on the fu
ture of Northern Ireland have the consent of 
those living in the six-county statelet alone, 
not Ireland as a whole. "Unionists" refers 
to those who support the continued "union" 
of Northern Ireland and Britain. Adams de
clared that there needs to be "a change in 
British policy away from maintaining the 
union to ending the union." 

Adams reportedly said Sinn Fein was 
committed to conclude "unfinished busi
ness" from 1921. That year Prime Minister 
Lloyd George brokered a deal with Sinn Fein 
leader Michael Collins to partition the coun
try. Six counties in the North continued to 
be ruled by London in collaboration with 
the Unionists, with independence to the 
other 26 counties of Ireland. 

The Sinn Fein delegation's demands in
cluded demilitarization of Northern Ireland; 
the release of political prisoners; an inde
pendent public inquiry into the events of 
Bloody Sunday, when British soldiers shot 
14 civil rights marchers dead in 1972; and 
the release of R6isfn McAliskey, who has 
been detained by London and threatened 
with extradition to Germany to face frame
up charges. They also discussed the lack of 
progress at the all-party peace talks, includ
ing the refusal of the Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) to meet with Sinn Fein. Adams called 
on Blair to press UUP leader David Trimble 
to meet face to face. 

Downing Street itself was full of journal
ists and photographers from throughout the 
world. Outside the prime minister's resi
dence 80 supporters of the Irish Republi
cans enthusiastically sang the Irish national 
anthem as Adams and his delegation left. 
Further along the road six retired British 
Army paratroopers with their red berets and 
war medals joined 15 fascists from the Brit
ish National Party to wave Union Jacks and 
jeer at the delegation. 

Most of London's newspapers reacted 
uncomfortably to the meeting. The Times for 
example ran an editorial protesting that 
Adams spoke in Gaelic to a reporter. "The 
tongue which sounds so odd to British ears," 
it said, was "designed to suggest that Mr. 
Adams is the representative of a foreign 
people come to talk peace and negotiate 
colonial withdrawal." Adams, the editors 
protested, is no "Gaelic Mandela." 

'Good luck' to escaped prisoner 
On the day of the meeting most papers 

ran stories about an escape the previous day 
by Irish Republican Liam Averill from Long 
Kesh prison in Northern Ireland, and called 
on Adams to denounce this. A few hours 
before meeting Blair, the Sinn Fein leader 
responded in a radio interview about when 
he was interned without trial by the British. 
"While there are prisoners, there will be pris
oners who try to escape. I tried it myself. 
Liam Averill succeeded where I did not," 
Adams declared. "Good luck to him." 

While being forced to concede the Down
ing Street meeting, Britain's rulers remain 
unwilling to pull back from their military 
occupation of Northern Ireland. The Sinn 
Fein paper An Phoblacht!Republican News 
reported November 20, "It is clear that the 

only cessation being observed by any of the 
armed groups in the six counties is that of 
the IRA [Irish Republican Army]. The Brit
ish Army and RUC [Royal Ulster Constabu
lary] have intensified their activities in na
tionalist areas." Francie Molloy, a Sinn Fein 
delegate to the talks, explained in a Novem
ber 29 interview that although London made 
a big deal of its withdrawal of a few hun
dred troops, "the level of security today is 
as bad as any time in the past 10 years." 
Molloy pointed to the strengthening of 19 
army spy towers in South Armagh and ac
companied stepped-up army patrols in the 
area. It is as though "they're preparing for 
trouble," he said. 

Clashes in Derry 
The events in Derry December 13 began 

when police sealed off the city center to al
low a rightist Apprentice Boys parade 
through. When several thousand nationalist 
protesters attempted to gain entry to the town 
center, the cops set dogs on them. Then, 
contrary to an agreement, a band on the 
Apprentice Boys parade began provoca
tively to play triumphalist songs. Running 
battles between nationalist youth and the 
police continued until 4 a.m. The British 
army moved into the streets for the first time 
since the IRA cease-fire, and 169lethal plas
tic bullets were fired. Police claim 1 ,000 
petrol bombs were thrown at them. 

London has also announced its intention 
to transfer more Irish prisoners from En
gland to Ireland, but insists that the Dublin 
government enact a new law ensuring that 
such prisoners serve the same terms in Irish 
jails. Speaking in London November 25, 
Gerry 0 h'Eara, Northern Ireland chair of 
Sinn Fein, challenged London's claim this 
was a confidence-building measure. "Trans
fer of prisoners to ~erve their sentence near 
home is universally seen as a right," he said. 
"Confidence measures are when the doors 
of Long Kesh are opened." Reflecting a 

widespread view, 0 h 'Eara declared, 
"There's no momentum to the talks." 

A rally of more than 1,000 nationalists in 
the Europa Hotel in Belfast November 23 
addressed this frustration. Sinn Fein presi
dent Adams appealed to the crowd, "Don't 
sit back and leave it to the negotiators." He 
argued that Republicans need to "keep fo
cused on the prize. No one knows how its 
going to work out, but what we do know is 
the tide of history is going towards an Irish 
republic." 

At the Europa rally plans were laid out 
for protest actions throughout December to 
highlight the case for freeing political pris
oners. Almost weekly actions are now or
ganized by Sinn Fein Youth, who held their 
first national conference on November 1. In 
South Armagh a Farmers and Residents 
Committee has been organizing public ral
lies and protests at the extension ofthe Brit
ish Army activity. More than 2,000 people 
marched through the area December 6. The 
rally platform included Rory O'Hanlon, a 
representative of Fianna Fail, the govern
ing party in the Irish Republic; Seamus 
Mallon, a member of Parliament (MP) from 
the Social Democratic and Labour Party; 
Sinn Fein leader Martin McGuinness; and 
farmers leader Declan Fearon. 

Rather than report this, media attention 
has been focused on claims of a split in Sinn 
Fein in the South Armagh and Louth. Since 
then a December 8 meeting attended by 150 
people in Dublin launched the 32-County 
Sovereignty Committee. Headed by 
Bernadette Sands-McKevitt, the new orga
nization opposes Sinn Fein's participation 
in the current talks. At the Europa rally loud 
applause greeted Sinn Fein speakers from 
South Armagh, who refuted claims of any 
serious division. 

The nationalist fight continues to impact 
on politics in the Irish Republic. The elec
tion of Mary McAleese to the Irish presi
dency is seen as a blow against opponents 

of the nationalist fight. Coming from Belfast 
and therefore not a citizen of the 26-county 
Irish Republic, her election sets back moves 
to renounce claims for Irish unity. It also 
registers the shift in the Republic to increas
ingly discuss and respond to developments 
in Northern Ireland. One consequence is that 
Irish parliamentarians frequently travel to 
visit Irish prisoners in England, stand with 
nationalists facing Unionist parades, and is
sue protests about British repression such 
as the treatment of McAliskey. 

The week before the Downing Street 
meeting, Sinn Fein MPs Gerry Adams and 
Martin McGuinness held a meeting Decem
ber 4 with the Speaker of the British Parlia
ment to protest their exclusion from that 
body on grounds that they refuse to swear 
an oath of allegiance to the Queen of En
gland. They have succeeded in shifting the 
debate from their refusal to take their seats 
because of this oath to the oath itself and 
how it is undemocratically used to exclude 
opponents of the British rulers. Several Brit
ish MPs said they agreed with the Sinn Fein 
leaders' protest. The London daily Indepen
dent ran an editorial headed, "Not fit to sit 
in Parliament? It is the oath that is not fit." 

Despite the refusal to date of Ulster 
Unionist leader Trimble to meet with Sinn 
Fein, he did participate in the first meeting 
for decades between Unionists and the Irish 
government on November 20. A few days 
later he denounced the Irish government's 
representative in the talks, David Andrews, 
for suggesting there could be a new all-Ire
land body with executive powers. Rising 
tensions among Unionist forces were 
sharply exposed when the annual meeting 
of the Orange Order, which organizes su
premacist marches in Northern Ireland, was 
occupied by about 400 ultrarightist oppo
nents of the group's leadership. Three days 
after the Downing Street meeting Trimble 
announced "it is possible" that he'll meet 
Gerry Adams. 

Auto workers in Brazil protest bosses' 
demand for wage cuts to avoid layoffs 
BY HILDA CUZCO 

ThouSaJ:}dS of auto workers demonstrated in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, December 11, protesting threats of layoffs if they do 
not accept wage cuts and reduced working hours. When the 
effects of the currency turmoil in Asia shook the Brazilian 
economy in late October, the government of President 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso launched a massive austerity 
plan in hopes of avoiding a currency devaluation there. 

One of the government's measures was to almost double 
interest rates, which led to a rapid drop in auto sales. 
Volkswagen AG, the largest automaker in Brazil, announced 
that in order to avoid layoffs of 10,000 workers, the trade 
unionists must accept a 20 percent cut in the workweek and 
their pay, as well as reductions in bonuses, profit sharing, 
and paid vacations. 

Some 10,000 auto workers overwhelmingly rejected this 
concession scheme at a December 3 a meeting called by the 
metalworkers union ABC at the entrance of the Volkswagen 
plant in Sao Bernardo do Campo, a suburb of Sao Paulo. 
The company, which employs 31 ,000 workers, said its sales 
fell42 percent in Novemffl!'r alone. Ford Motor Co., Brazil's 
fourth-largest carmaker, has also announced that it will re
duce production for the next year. 

Meanwhile, the lower house of Congress approved the 
long-awaited Cardoso plan to "reform" the social security 
system, which has been the main target for cuts in public 
spending. This comes on top of the austerity package al
ready in place, which includes $18 billion in budget cuts 
and an accelerated sell-off of state enterprises. In his recent 
visit to London, Cardoso promised to the investors that his 
government will proceed and "accelerate" the economic re
forms. "The cost and the pace and advance may be affected 
by external circumstances but you may be certain there will 
be no deviations and no U-turns," Cardoso told executives 
from the confederation of British Industry December 2. 

While Cardoso was assuring investors of his commitment 
to austerity, hundreds of workers, among them activists in 
the Movement of the Landless Peasants, marched in Sao 
Paulo December 5 against the government's economic policy, 
in a demonstration called by the Central Confederation of 
Workers (CUT). 

Around 10,000 Volkswagen workers near Sao Paulo, Brazil, at a meet
ing at entrance of the plant vote overwhelmingly against the company's 
proposal December 3. 
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