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March in Miami protests 
cop killing of Haitian 

300,000 
in Algeria 

man protest 
Death of worker hog-tied, 'subdued' by police sparks outrage government 
BY MARY ANN SCHMIDT 

ma~!ter~ere~u~ee2t~a~ro~~~~~ep~i111~; Cincinnati protesters: we won't stop repression 
ofMarc Dorvil, a Haitian-American carpen- .Jemandl.n'Oj.USfi•cefior Timoth"' T'hOmQS 
ter, who died in the custody of the North U~ 'l!:J 'J ..L ~ 
Bay Village police. The marchers' high-spir
ited chants included "Justice, Justice, Jus
tice, Justice," as they crossed the causeway 
from Pelican Bay Park to the North Bay 
Village police station. 

Protest signs filled the air demanding: 
"Justice for Marc Dorvil!" "Stop the Cover
up," "Justice for Blacks," "Stop Police Bru
tality/Stop Racial Profiling," "Jail Killer 
Cops," "We Demand a Federal Investiga
tion," and "Remember Rodney King, Abner 
Louima, Amadou Diallo." 

"People think the police killed Marc 
Dorvil. That's why I'm here today. I believe 
the police of this city are hiding the truth," 
said Yvon Jacques. 

mwti.<Unt LtL Wayman 

Dorvil was involved in a minor car acci
dent on the causeway May 14. The police 
claim when they approached him, he acted 
"strange" and it took up to eight cops to 
"subdue" him. Dorvil was hog-tied and 
placed face down in the back of the patrol 
car. According to the Miami Herald, "He 
kicked the door" of the patrol car and 
"banged his head against the window." An 

June 2 march of2,000 in Cincinnati against cop violence. See article on page 11. 

ambulance was called to treat the police, but 
Dorvil was left untreated in the back of the 
police car. The cops took him to Jackson 
Memorial Hospital, where he was pro
nounced dead. 

Initial press accounts ofDorvil acting like 
a person in a "cocaine fit" were amended 

when the medical examiners ruled out any 
presence of drugs in his system. The exam
iners also rejected any blame of the police. 
The allegation of drug use outraged work
ing people in the community. 

Against Police Brutality and Brothers of the 
Same Mind reported that the State 
Attorney's "summary of events" claims 
Dorvil broke out of flex cuffs three times. 
A force of 400 pounds is needed to do this, 

A flyer passed out by the Coalition Continued on Page 7 

Following the Lines of Working-Class Resistance: 
Expanding Opportunities for Communists Today 

June 14-17 •:• Oberlin, Ohio 

C Celebrate the publication of Pathfinder's new titles :> 
Talke 

In Defense of Bolshevism 
Jack Barnes 

--Meeting of Young Socialists 
Pathfinder reprint volunteers workshops -

National Secretary, Socialist Workers Party 

The Cuban Revolution and Building the Revolutionary 
Communist Movement in the United States 
Mary-Alice Waters 
Socialist Workers Party National Committee 

Panels of workers, farmers, and youth who are part of 
labor struggles and fights against police brutality and 
racism, for immigrants' rights, women's rights, in defense 
of democratic rights; producing and selling Pathfinder 
books; building communist branches in workers districts. 

Filma 
+ The Bllftle ol Algiers: Film about the Algerian Revolution 

+ Terrorists in Retirement: The story of Eastern Euro
pean garment workers in exile in Paris who joined 
the French resistance to Nazi occupation and fought 
persecution by the Stalinist Communist Party. 

+ Salt ol the Eartlr. New Mexico miners organize union 
b~ttles, social movement. 

Sponsored by the Socialist Workers Party 
and the Young Socialists 

Claeeee 

+ Communists and the transformation of nature-Steve 
Clark 

+The hidden history of the workers and farmers govern
ment in Algeria, 1963-65-Greg McCartan 

+ Organizational principles of the Socialist Workers Party 
(English and Spanish)-Martin. Koppel and Lisa Potash 

+ The birth of Bolshevism: Components of the political 
program that led to building a centralized party of 
professional revolutionaries-Argiris Malapanis and 
Maggie Trowe 

+ The First Ten Years of American Communism and The 
History of American Trotskyism-Paul Mailhot 

+The Jewish question: The working class and the fight 
against anti-Semitism-Dave Prince 

+Twenty-two years of the Iranian revolution: The place of 
Pathfinder books in the world today-Cindy Jaquith 

Special eale of Pathfinder titlee 
Recreation, nightly dancee, eporte 

BY MAGGIE TROWE 
"The gendarmes are the real terrorists!" 

and "Government assassins!" chanted sev
eral hundred thousand people at a May 31 
march in Algiers, the capital of Algeria, 
called to oppose violent attacks and repres
sion carried out by the regime of President 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika. The size and mili
tancy of the march showed the depth of the 
sentiment against repression of the Berber 
people in the Kabylia region of eastern Al
geria. 

The actions have condemned the killing 
by government paramilitary forces of some 
80 people involved in the mobilizations and 
called for the removal of police from the 
Berber region. Berbers, an oppressed nation
ality, make up about 30 percent of the popu
lation of the country and have been fighting 
against national oppression and for language 
rights for decades. After six weeks of pro
tests the movement has gained support 
throughout the population and forced the 
government to offer some modest conces
Sions. 

The protests exploded after the April 18 
death in police custody of high school stu
dent Guermah Massinissa. A feature of the 
actions has also been demands on the gov
ernment to address deteriorating economic 
conditions in a country where unemploy
ment is 30 percent and working people are 
bearing the burden of Algeria's $30 billion 

Continued on Page 12 

Attend the 
Active 
Workers 
Conference 
BY ROGER CALERO 

"In defense ofBolshevism" and "Follow
ing the lines of working-class resistance: 
expanding opportunities for communists 
today" are the themes of the Active Work
ers Conference, sponsored by the Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialists, that will 
take place in Ohio June 14-17. 

The conference will feature presentations 
by Socialist Workers Party national secre
tary Jack Barnes, author of the new Path
finder book Cuba and the Coming Ameri
can Revolution, and SWP leader Mary-Alice 
Waters, as well as classes, panels, and films. 

The political focus of the four-day event 
will be the opportunities to build the com
munist movement through deepening par
ticipation in the resistance of workers and 
farmers to the offensive by bosses and their 
government; the possibilities and necessity 
of building a disciplined, centralized prole
tarian party of professional revolutionaries, 
based in workers districts, as the Bolsheviks 
did in Russia to lead workers and farmers 
in a revolutionary struggle for power in 
1917; and the centrality of the example of 

Continued on Page 14 
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Rail bosses' cutbacks 
cause of 'runaway' 
freight train in Ohio 
BY KAY SEDAM 

MIAMI-With no crew aboard, a CSX 
train in Ohio carrying hazardous materials 
traveled almost 70 miles May 15 through 
farm fields and several villages and cities. 
The "runaway" train, which came out of a 
rail yard near Toledo, was traveling at speeds 
of up to 45 miles per hour. 

The 47-car train included two tank cars 
that contained thousands of gallons of mol-

AS I SEE IT 
ten phenol acid, a toxic ingredient of paints 
and dyes that is harmful when it is inhaled, 
ingested, or comes into contact with the skin. 
Twenty-two cars were loaded with freight, 
mainly paper and lumber, and the 25 other 
cars were empty. The locomotive was at full 
throttle when the train was finally stopped 
after traveling for two hours through three 
counties in northern Ohio. 

The train was scheduled to travel just one 
mile, but instead went 66 miles, at times 
within 50 feet ofhomes and businesses. CSX 
workers tried to veer it off the tracks at two 
spots. Rescue workers feared that the train 
would derail into houses as it headed through 
Finlay and Bowling Green, a city of nearly 
30,000 people. At one point police evacuated 
about 1 00 workers from a meat processing 
plant near the village of North Baltimore. 

With no one at the controls, there were 
no whistles to alert oncoming cars at road 
crossings, and of course nobody to slow it 
down. An air ambulance flew above in case 
of a derailment or collision. 

Finally, a CSX engineer succeeded in 
coupling a "catch engine" to the rear ofthe 
train and applying the brakes. This maneu
ver slowed the train to about 10 miles per 
hour as other workers ran alongside. United 
Transportation Union member Jon Hosfeld 
was then able to jump onto the moving train 
and pulled its emergency brake. The train's 
final resting place was just north of Kenton, 
Ohio. Fortunately, nobody got hurt. 

At first authorities claimed there was an 
engineer on board who had suffered a heart 
attack. But rescue workers rapidly con
firmed that was not true. 

After a day long investigation, Alan Crown, 
executive vice president for transportation at 
CSX Corp., issued a statement claiming the 
incident resulted from an engineer acciden
tally pulling a throttle instead of a brake. His 
statement said, "Prior to dismounting the lo
comotive to line a switch, [the engineer] in
tended to engage the three types of brakes 
on the locomotive. He applied two brakes, 
but then inadvertently grabbed the throttle 
lever instead of the third braking lever." 

The train was equipped with a safety de
vice called an alerter that, if working prop
erly, should have stopped the train within 
minutes. "CSX, based in Jacksonville, 
[Florida] does not know why it did not do 
that," stated an article in the Miami Herald. 
There are other sensor safety devices avail
able to railroad bosses that can be placed 
on the rails to stop trains if they get on the 
wrong track or if brakes fail going down 
mountain passes. 

The explanation the company gave for the 
cause of this accident didn't sit well with 
many of my co-workers. Eugene Kinchen, 
an engineer, pointed out that the brakes and 
the throttle on this type of engine are a foot 
apart. And the throttle goes in the opposite 
direction of that of the brake, a fact that raises 
questions about the company's version of the 
events. Another worker said he could not 
imagine how a train could get out of the yard 
without someone in the train tower not no
ticing that it didn't have a crew on it. 

A veteran rail worker pointed out that be
fore the Crew Consist agreement, which re
duced the size of crews working on each train 
from six or seven workers down to two or 
three, you would never hear of an engineer 
dismounting the engine to throw a switch and 
leaving the engine control unmanned and vul
nerable to this type of situation. 

Another worker jokingly said that maybe 
this was CSX's way of going one better in 
trying to reduce the crew size on trains by 
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600 march in Los Angeles in 
solidarity with Palestinian struggle 

A march and rally of 600 people in Los Angeles May 19 condemned escalating 
aggression by the Israeli government against the Palestinian people and called 
for Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories. Many young people joined 
the spirited demonstration. Another action was called for June 6 in the city. 

not having anyone operate them. 
The merger of CSX and Conrail railroad 

in 1999 has led to further downsizing of 
crews, resulting in worsening safety condi
tions for the workforce and the surrounding 
communities. The Union Pacific Railroad had 
undergone a similar process the year before. 

Rail companies cut corners on safety 
A recent segment appearing on the CBS 

TV program 60 Minutes offered a glimpse 
of this truth. It told of the billions of dollars 
in profits the railroads have made since the 
recent rail mergers. It also pointed out how 
little of those profits have been put back into 
the equipment and track of the newly 
merged, highly profitable railroads. While 
the railroad bosses self-servingly claim that 
"human error" is to blame for most "acci
dents," in many cases it is found to be faulty 
equipment or ill-repaired track conditions 
that are the root causes of these incidents. 

One of the ways rail companies try to de
flect blame from themselves for safety prob
lems is by establishing an inordinate num
ber of "rules" that workers are required to 
know and practice. The rail bosses contend 
that following these rules will prevent acci
dents. In reality, the bosses pressure work
ers to give more priority to delivering prod
ucts quickly and to raising "productivity" 
than to carrying out the rules, which they 
use to profess concern about safety, while 
at the same time using them to threaten dis
ciplinary action against workers. 

It is rail workers, not the companies, that 
are concerned about safety and health. The 
fight to demand safety on the job is are
sponsibility ofthe union movement. Today, 
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workers in a range of industries are seeking 
to use the power of their unions to fight back. 
From meat packers in Long Prairie, Minne
sota, opposing the brutal speedup of the pro
duction line, to coal miners combating the 
conditions that lead to repeated mine deaths, 
safety is a crucial union issue. 

It will only be when workers themselves 
have control over setting job conditions that 
they and society as a whole can feel safe 
and free from the employers' drive to sacri
fice safety for profits. 

Kay Sedam is a member of the United Trans
portation Union and an engineer at CSX 
Railroad in Hialeah, Florida. 

Washington to increase 
its troops in Ecuador 

Washington is increasing by 200 the num
ber of air force and navy personnel stationed 
at its military base in Manta, Ecuador, in 
October after work is complete in expand
ing the runway to accommodate large jets. 

Manta is one of four military bases es
tablished by Washington in Latin America 
and the Caribbean under the guise of drug 
interdiction. An article in the Financial 
Times of London noted the cost of the four 
bases is less than that of the U.S. 
government's earlier base in Panama, closed 
in 1999. A U.S. embassy official in Quito 
said U.S. forces based in Panama could "get 
down to Ecuador, but not much further 
south. Now [that] we're in the area the en
tire time we can venture into Peru, Colom
bia, and over the Pacific Ocean." 
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Powell tours Africa to bolster U.S. influence 
BY ROGER CALERO 

U.S. secretary of state Colin Powell car
ried out a visit to four African nations in 
late May. During his tour he reaffirmed 
Washington's efforts to strengthen its domi
nance of the region, help establish stable 
pro-U.S. regimes, and promote investment 
and greater market openings for U.S.-made 
goods. Powell visited Mali, South Africa, 
Kenya, and Uganda. 

"Trade and private investment have to go 
hand in hand with openness within a coun
try," Powell said May 25 to an audience of 
1,500 students at the University of 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. Clarifying 
what he meant by "openness," he added, 
"Money loves security and stability." 

Big-business media commentators noted 
that the administration sought to play on the 
fact that General Powell is the first U.S. sec
retary of state who is Black to gain cred
ibility for the U.S. government's policies in 
Africa. Washington is seeking to consoli
date its dominance in Africa and edge out 
its imperialist rivals, primarily London and 
Paris, which have long dominated the con
tinent. 

During his visit Powell praised several 
pro-U.S. regimes, while attacking other gov
ernments whose policies do not meet with 
Washington's approval. At the University of 
Witwatersrand, Powell condemned Presi
dent Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, accus
ing him of using "totalitarian" methods to 
remain in power. He demanded that Mugabe 
"submit to the law and the will of the 
people" in a "fair and free" presidential elec
tion next year. 

Powell charged that the Mugabe govern
ment was promoting a "campaign of terror" 
by supporters ofhis ruling African National 
Union-Patriotic Front against opposition 
politicians, wealthy white farmers, and busi
nesses. He was referring to the occupation 
of hundreds of farms owned by capitalist 
farmers, and to threats to businesses and 
organizations accused of supporting the 
opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC). 

Ownership of the land remains a central 
question in Zimbabwe, a country with more 
than 6 million peasants and a tiny white mi
nority controlling 80 percent of the arable 
land. Although the campaign of "land sei
zures" organized by the Mugabe regime, 
benefiting government officials and support
ers of the ruling party, is not a radical land 
reform advancing the interests of working 
people, it has brought the displeasure of 
Washington and other imperialist powers, 
which are concerned about social instabil
ity that might jeopardize their profit drive. 

In mid-May the Canadian government 
suspended aid and cut off export financing 
to Zimbabwe. The governments of Britain 
and Germany have also threatened sanctions 
against the Mugabe regime. 

"The Americans must not try to impose 
leaders on us," replied Didymus Mutasa, 
foreign affairs secretary of the ruling party 
in Zimbabwe. "The issue of who leads Zim
babwe is for Zimbabweans alone." 

The U.S. government has sought to en
list South Africa in its campaign against the 
Mugabe regime, but during Powell's visit 
South African leaders remained muted in 
their remarks about Zimbabwe. 

While in Kenya meeting with President 
Daniel arap Moi, the U.S. secretary of state 
also called on Moi to step aside and let a 
new president be elected next year. He de-
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manded that the Kenyan government pass a 
U.S.-backed "anticorruption" law as a con
dition for the World Bank and the Interna
tional Monetary Fund to restore financial 
ties with Kenya, which they cut off four 
years ago. 

Washington eyes Sudan's oil 
One ofWashington's targets in its foreign 

policy has been the government of Sudan, 
which U.S. officials have labeled a "rogue 
state," meaning the government there is not 
sufficiently submissive to the U.S. rulers. The 
Clinton administration maintained an aggres
sive policy toward the Sudanese government, 
calling it a "sponsor of terrorism," and bomb
ing the capital, Khartoum, with cruise mis
siles in 1998. Washington has sought to un
dercut the regime by providing military aid 
to opposition forces in southern Sudan that 
are engaged in an 18-year-long war that has 
already claimed 2 million lives. 

While pressing the Sudanese regime to 
end the conflict with the rebel forces in the 
south, Powell posed as an evenhanded 
peacemaker. He announced a shipment of 
40,000 tons of food to both warring sides 
as a "gesture" and said he would choose a 
special envoy to help in ending the conflict. 
At the same time he justified $3 million in 
equipment and training to rebel groups and 
opposition parties in southern Sudan, argu
ing this would improve their ability to par
ticipate in the "peace process." 

Washington's newly found concern about 
the conflict in Sudan, and its latest moves 
toward the regime were explained in a 
March 16 editorial in the Washington Post. 

"The reason for urgency is oil," the Post 
editors candidly stated. The editorial warns 
the U.S. government of the need to halt or 
slow the agreements made by the Sudanese 
government with European and Asian com
panies to exploit the recently discovered oil 
deposits in southern Sudan. Canada, Malay
sia, China, Sweden, and Austria are among 
the countries investing in the Sudanese oil 
industry. 

At various points during his visit Powell 
faced sharp questioning about Washington's 
commitment to the fight against the AIDS 
epidemic inAfrica.At the meeting with stu
dents at the University of Witwatersrand 

Powell was also condemned for the U.S. 
assault on Iraq during the 1990-91 Gulf 
War-during which he was chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff-and for its mili
tary support to the Israeli regime. A dem-

onstration of several dozen students shout
ing "Powell, go home!" and "Free Pales
tine!" blocked his motorcade for half an 
hour at the university. 

Students in Toronto defend public education 

Around 400 students, teachers, other unionists, and New Democratic Party sup
porters rallied at the steps of the Ontario Legislature May 31 to defend secular, 
state-funded public education. They opposed a bill that proposes to use govern
ment funds to support private religious and academic schools. 

Bipartisan bill would fund anti-Cuba groups 
BY ROGER CALERO 

A bipartisan bill has been introduced in 
the U.S. Senate to provide up to $100 mil
lion over four years to groupings and in
dividuals inside Cuba who oppose the 
revolution. 

The so-called Cuban Solidarity Act was 
introduced May 16 by senators Jesse Helms, 
Republican of North Carolina, and Joseph 
Lieberman, Democrat from Connecticut and 
former running mate of Democratic presi
dential candidate Albert Gore. It was co
sponsored by an additional four Democrats 
and five Republicans in the Senate. 

Parallel legislation has been introduced 
in the House of Representatives by Rep. 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart of Florida, with the 
backing of 95 other Congressmen. 

In the name of promoting "democracy 
and human rights," the Senate bill would 
authorize the U.S. president to send cash, 
telephones, fax machines, and other mate
rial to "nongovernmental organizations" and 
individuals selected by Washington in or
der to funnel these resources to individuals 
who oppose the Cuban Revolution. 

U.S. president George Bush endorsed the 
measure. "The policy of our government is 
not merely to isolate Castro," said Bush May 
18, referring to Washington's four-decade
long economic war against Cuba, "but to 
actively support those working to bring 
about democratic change in Cuba." Bush 
was accompanied by Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, national security adviser 
Condoleeza Rice, and leaders of right-wing 
Cuban-American groups at a White House 
ceremony. 

The $100 million legislation is the big
gest effort so far to provide open U.S. gov
ernment financing to the collection of tiny 
groupings on the island that oppose the 
Cuban Revolution. Washington already 
openly offers such funding through various 
means. For example, "the U.S. Agency for 
International Development has been provid
ing support to U.S. groups promoting de
mocracy and human rights," noted Helms 

in announcing the bill. From the beginning, 
of course, the U.S. government has funded 
counterrevolutionary activities inside and 
outside Cuba. 

The measure is intended to complement 
U.S. measures to tighten the economic 
squeeze on Cuba, including the Cuban Lib
erty and Democratic Solidarity Act of 1996 
and the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, also 
known as the Helms-Burton and Torricelli 
acts, respectively. 

So-called independent librarians 
The new legislation lists a series of "in

dependent" entities that would be eligible 
for U.S. government funding-"indepen
dent libraries, independent workers' rights 
activists, independent agricultural coopera
tives," self-employed individuals, journal
ists, environmentalists, and others. 

The U.S. big-business media has recently 
highlighted the self-proclaimed "indepen
dent libraries" in Cuba as a supposed alter
native for Cubans seeking cultural freedom. 
The literature and websites promoting these 
entities, however, describe virtually all the 
so-called librarians as leaders of the "Demo
cratic Solidarity Party," the "Cuban Party of 
Orthodox Renewal," and other tiny politi
cal groups opposed to the revolutionary 
government, most of whom owe their ex
istence to the U.S. government. The "librar
ies" are the homes of these pro-U.S. politi
cal activists. 

Some opponents of the Cuban govern
ment, noted Wayne Smith, a former U.S. 
diplomat who today favors easing 
Washington's embargo on Cuba, are nervous 
that the measure would only discredit fur
ther the opposition groups in Cuba as paid 
agents of the U.S. government. 

In a press conference after the new U.S. 
bill was announced, Cuban foreign minis
ter Felipe Perez Roque condemned 
Washington's four-decade-long effort to 
weaken and overturn the sovereign govern
ment of Cuba. He called the Congressional 
measure "an effort to tum into law and rec-

ognize publicly what has been done until 
now as interference in the internal affairs of 
our country." 

Native American activist 
sentenced to life in prison 
BY DEAN HAZLEWOOD 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina-Eddie 
Hatcher, a longtime Native American activ
ist, was convicted of first degree murder 
May 17 and subsequently sentenced to life 
imprisonment without parole. He was con
victed of the May 1999 drive-by shooting 
of 19-year-old Brian McMillan in the 
Robeson County town of Maxton. County 
District Attorney Johnson Britt had been 
seeking the death penalty. 

Leading up to the trial date Hatcher's sup
porters built a defense campaign that spon
sored several events. They pointed to the 
lack of physical evidence linking Hatcher 
to the murder. 

During the trial Thelma Clark, who has 
been active in Hatcher's defense and is his 
mother, explained to this reporter that sev
eral prosecution witnesses admitted in court 
that they were testifying as part of plea bar
gain agreements they had reached with the 
authorities. 

In 1988 Hatcher and another Tuscarora 
Indian activist took over the offices of the 
local newspaper, The Robesonian, to sup
port demands that the state governor inves
tigate a number of unsolved murders and 
the death of a young Black man in Robeson 
County jail who had died after being de
nied medical attention. Acquitted on federal 
charges, Hatcher was later tried and con
victed by the state of North Carolina. He 
served five years in prison and one year on 
parole on a kidnapping charge. 

Clark said the authorities are now prepar
ing to move him from his home county in 
eastern North Carolina to Marion, in the 
western part of the state. She said the defense 
is now organizing to appeal the conviction. 
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Youth groups prepare 
for anti-imperialist 
festival in Algiers 
BY JACK WILLEY 

ALGIERS, Algeria-Representatives of 
anti-imperialist youth and student groups 
from more than 25 countries met here May 
26-28 to discuss the next steps in preparing 
the 15th World Festival of Youth and Stu
dents. The festival, which takes place in 
Algiers August 8-16, will bring together 
thousands of youth from around the globe. 
Given its location, it is expected to draw at
tendance particularly from Africa and the 
Middle East. 

The program offers nine days of discus
sion and debate on wide ranging political 
topics, including the struggles for self-de
termination in Palestine, Western Sahara, 
and Puerto Rico; the U.S. military buildup 
in Latin America; and U.S. imperialism's 
drive to expand NATO eastward. 

The preparations for the gathering take 
place amidst sustained street actions by hun
dreds of thousands of working people and 
youth in Algeria protesting the brutal actions 
by national police forces, who have killed 
dozens of antigovernment demonstrators. 
Led by Berbers, an oppressed nationality in 
Algeria and other North African countries, 
the demonstrations have also championed 
the demand that the Berber people have the 
right to be taught in their native language in 
school. 

country to bring young workers and stu
dents to the festival. He pointed to protests 
in several U.S. cities, led by immigrant 
workers, to demand the right to a driver's 
license without having to present a Social 
Security card, which constitutes a fight 
against the government's broader attempts 
to impose a national identification card on 
all U.S. residents. 

Perasso noted that some of the militant 
youth involved in these as well as other so
cial protest actions, such as the protests in 
Cincinnati, Miami, and elsewhere against 
police brutality, are looking for broader so
lutions. Some of them will be participat
ing in the July 22-30 Cuba-U.S. Youth Ex
change to meet with Cuban youth and learn 
more about the socialist revolution there 
and recent initiatives by working people 
and their leadership to strengthen the revo
lution. Many of these youth will also want 
to go to Algiers to meet and share experi
ences with other revolutionary-minded 
youth, Perasso said. 

During the international planning meet
ing, the National Union of Algerian Youth, 
one of the groups hosting the Algiers gath
ering, organized trips to the university cam
puses where festival participants will be 
housed and to the stadium where some of 
the main events will be held. 

They also reported on efforts to arrange 
discounted tickets for airfare and marine 
travel to Algiers from several meeting points 
around the world, in order to lower the cost 
of the trip and encourage greater participa
tion. 

Delegates from Western Sahara invited 
those attending the meeting to the fifth na
tional congress ofUJSARIO, the youth or-

Health-care workers rally in 
Vancouver for new union contract 

Militant/Monica Jones 
More than 1,000 health-care employees rallied May 31 in Vancouver, British Co
lumbia, for a new contract and to protest government cuts to the public health 
system. Nurses in British Columbia rejected a proposed wage agreement June 6. 
Since the beginning of April they have been organizing job actions that involve 
refusing to work overtime or to perform non-nursing duties. 

ganization of the Polisario Front, which has 
been leading the decades-long indepen
dence struggle of the Saharaui people, first 
against imperialist Spain and now against 
the Moroccan regime's occupation. The 
June 9 congress will take place in one of 
the main refugee camps in Western Sahara. 

A National Preparatory Committee (NPC) 
has been established in the United States. It 
is endorsed by Just Act, U.S. Students Asso
ciation, United StudentsAgainst Sweatshops, 
Young Communist League, Young Socialists, 
and Youth Action. The NPC's next meeting 

is scheduled for June 9. 
The expenses for the Algiers festival in

clude $250 for housing, food, and transpor
tation in Algeria, a $200 administrative fee 
that will help to provide some scholarship 
funds, and the cost of the round-trip flight 
to Algiers. Those interested in participating 
can contact the U.S. NPC by calling (212) 
741-2033, or at its web page: 
www.usnpc.org. They can also contact the 
Young Socialists National Office by calling 
(212) 695-1809; or by e-mail at 
youngsocialists@attglobal.net 

Harchand Singh, general secretary of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth 
(WFDY), the sponsor of the event, reported 
that numerous individuals and groups that 
are not affiliated to WFDY, and that the in
ternational organization has not had contact 
with in the past, have expressed interest in 
participating in this year's world youth fes
tival. This poses a welcome challenge for 
WFDY to broaden participation beyond that 
of most previous festivals, Singh indicated. 

Leaders of youth organizations in Alge
ria reported atthe preparatory meeting here 
that some I, 100 people from this country 
are expected to attend the festival. Leonidas 
Mushokolura from the Pan-African Youth 
Movement reported that 200 youth are ex
pected to come from South Africa, 150 each 
from Eritrea and Tanzania, and substantial 
contingents from Western Sahara and other 
countries in Africa. 

Dockworker defense rally gains support 

More than 100 are coming from Leba
non and hundreds are taking chartered 
flights from Cuba, north Korea, and Ven
ezuela, organizers reported. 

Building Algiers festival in U.S. 
Jacob Perasso, from the Young Social

ists in the United States, spoke at the meet
ing about the growing opportunities in that 

Revolutionary literature 
scarfed up at Algeria meet 

ALGIERS, Algeria-At the May 26-
28 planning meeting for the World Fes
tival of Youth and Students, several 
people from youth groups in African 
countries were pleased to learn that they 
could buy books with the speeches and 
writings of communists and other revo
lutionary leaders. These Pathfinder books 
and pamphlets had been brought by the 
Young Socialists attending the meeting 
from Britain and the United States. Sev
eral of those present were particularly 
interested in reading speeches by Tho
mas Sankara, the central leader of the 
1983-87 revolutionary upsurge in 
Burkina Faso, which Pathfinder pub
lishes in French and English. They also 
picked up several books by Cuban revo
lutionary leaders Fidel Castro and 
Ernesto Che Guevara and by communist 
leaders from the United States. 

Other Pathfinder titles purchased in
cluded Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution, Capitalism 's World Disorder 
in both English and French, and The 
Working Class and the Transformation 
of Learning in Spanish, French, and En
glish, as well as a range of issues of the 
Marxist magazine New International and 
its sister French-language publication 
Nouvelle Internationale. 

-J.W. 
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BY NAOMI CRAINE 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina-Union 

members, opponents of police brutality, and 
others across the country have been mak
ing plans to take part in the June 9 Rally for 
Racial Justice and Workers Rights taking 
place in Columbia, South Carolina. The cen
tral demand of the action is the dropping of 
all charges against the Charleston Five
members of the International 
Longshoremen'sAssociation (ILA) who are 
facing felony charges of "inciting to riot" 
for their involvement in a union picket line 
that was attacked by the cops. 

Leonard Riley, a member of the execu
tive board of ILA Local 1422 in Charles
ton, South Carolina, explained the stakes in 
this case June 2 at the southern regional 
conference of the Union of Needletrades, 
Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE) 
in Atlanta. "If these men are allowed to go 
to jail, it has a chilling effect on the labor 
movement," he said. "We have a constitu
tional right to picket." 

The case stems from a dispute between 
the ILA and Nordana Lines, which in late 
1999 began using a nonunion company to 
load and unload its ships. Dockworkers 
picketed these ships to defend their union 
rights. On Jan. 20, 2000, some 600 police 
assaulted 130 pickets, injuring several work
ers. Five of the longshoremen are now fac
ing criminal charges that could carry up to 
10 years in prison. 

"Eighteen months later these men are still 
under house arrest," Riley told the UNITE 
conference. They cannot leave their homes 
at night except for work or union meetings, 
and must get special permission to travel. 
"These are fundamental civil rights," he 
emphasized. 

On May 31, state attorney general Charles 
Condon issued a statement denouncing a 
press conference held by the South Caro
lina Progressive Network to publicize the 
June 9 rally as "ridiculous and absurd." He 
rehashed the government's version of the 
police riot, and vowed to "prosecute these 
cases fully and vigorously .... The right of 
South Carolina citizens to refuse to join a 
labor union will be upheld." 

The call for the June 9 rally got a warm 
response at the UNITE conference. Many 

locals have already been signing people up 
to go on buses-from Kannapolis, North 
Carolina to Columbus and Tignall, Georgia. 

The rally was promoted at the May 26-
27 conference of the Coalition of Black 
Trade Unionists in Miami. Some of the 
young people demonstrating against police 
brutality in Cincinnati June 2 had heard of 
the Columbia rally and were making plans 
to attend. 

Buses are coming from Atlanta, Detroit, 
New York, and ports up and down the East 
Coast. Riley said dockworkers on the West 
Coast and in Houston are also sending con
tingents. Participants will assemble at 11 

a.m. in Memorial Park (Gadsden St. and 
Hampton St.) in downtown Columbia and 
then march to the South Carolina statehouse 
for a rally. The Charleston Five themselves 
will not be present, because the terms of 
their house arrest forbid their participation 
in any rallies. 

On June 8, the ILA will host an event at its 
hall in Charleston where supporters can meet 
the five framed-up workers before boarding 
buses for the Columbia rally the next day. 

Naomi Craine is a member of the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees Local1501. 

Pittsburgh YS makes fund drive goal 
BY BERNARD ISLEY 

PITTSBURGH-The Young Socialists 
here has participated in different activities 
to raise funds for the $2,400 national YS 
fund drive. The local goal we set out to meet 
by July 1 was $200. 

The money raised will help the YS func
tion as an independent, self-financed orga
nization, one important aspect of maintain
ing a revolutionary youth organization as 
part of the communist movement. 

On tbe weekend of May 26-27, socialist 
workers who are garment workers and coal 
miners held meetings here of their national 
trade union fractions. The YS chapter took 
the opportunity to sell raffie tickets to raise 
funds. On Saturday the Militant Labor Fo
rum hosted a reportback by Cindy Jaquith, 
a garment worker from Miami, who spoke 
of the experience of tht> volunteers who 
staffed the Pathfinder booth at the recent 
Tehran International Book Fair and the im
portance of the Iranian Revolution. Later 
that evening at a social gathering at the new 
Pathfinder Bookstore location, more raffle 
tickets were sold. 

On Sunday during the lunch session of 
the meetings by socialist garment workers 
and coal miners the YS organized a lunch 
to raise funds for the drive where more raffie 
tickets were sold. 

The YS raised $202 during the weekend, 
surpassing our goal. 

We are also focusing a lot of our atten-

tion on working with other young people in 
the area to build a delegation to the Second 
Cuba-U.S. Youth Exchange, including by 
reaching out to the Black Action Society as 
well as the Spanish Club at the University 
ofPittsburgh. Many youth are interested and 
we are in the process of discussing licenses 
and ideas to raise funds. 

Young Socialist 
Fund Drive 

May 6-July 1 

City Goal Paid 

Pittsburgh 200 202 

Tucson 300 251 
New York 700 317 
Seattle 90 25 
Twin Cities 300 78 
Chicago 300 
Los Angeles 450 
Philadelphia 150 

Tuscaloosa 

Other 427 
Total 2,490 1,300 
Nat'lgoal/ 
should be 2,400 1,200 

0/o 

101% 

84% 

45% 
28% 

26% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

54% 

500/o 



'Militant' supporters 
go all out to win new 
readers, meet goal 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

In Chicago, Detroit, New York, Washington, D.C., and else
where, campaigners for the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial 
are pushing to conclude a successful international drive to 
win new readers to the socialist press. They are making use 
of the final days of the campaign to build the June 14-17 
Active Workers Conference in Ohio and meet workers and 
youth interested in joining the communist movement. 

Socialist workers and Young Socialists are also taking 
advantage of the new Pathfinder book Cuba and the Com
ing American Revolution to deepen discussions about work
ing-class struggles in the United States and the need to build 
a revolutionary party capable of leading the struggle for 
political power. This is one of the most effective ways to 
sell Militant and PM subscriptions. 

Coming out of a target week the drive has gained the 
kind of momentum needed to meet the international goals. 
This week's sales chart-in addition to phone calls and e
mail reports indicating even more progress-shows a con
certed effort in the final week can make a difference in the 
drive. The May 26-June 3 target week was our best week 
yet with sales of 115 Militant subscriptions, 53 PM subs, 
and a whopping 455 books and pamphlets. Organizing daily 
sales activities in workers districts, selling at plant gates and 
on the job, and participating in political events can ensure 
success and push the drive over the top. 

"We made all our sales goals after selling the Militant 
and PM near the Perdue poultry plant in Georgetown, Dela
ware, where workers walk and ride their bicycles to work," 
reports Stu Singer, a meat packer in Washington. Socialist 
workers in the city plan to continue the circulation cam
paign on the job this week and have planned sales activities 
every evening. "Several of us are also going to South Caro
lina on a bus sponsored by the AFL-CIO for the rally to 
demand justice for dockworkers fighting frame-up riot 
charges," Singer reported. 

Discussing the new book with workers and youth inter
ested in socialist literature is one of the best ways to win 
new readers. By going through the photo pages of the book, 
many protesters against cop brutality, co-workers on the job, 
unionists on picket lines, and others can be convinced to 
subscribe and get a copy of Cuba and the Coming Ameri
can Revolution for only $5 more. The pictures and descrip
tions of determined and confident workers and farmers in 
struggle, from civil rights fighters defending themselves 
against Klan violence to defense guards of the Teamsters 
confronting employer-financed fascist forces in Minnesota 
in the 1930s, and the combatants in Cuba who put an end to 
brutality against working people there by taking political 
power, help many see the broader goals of and possibilities 
for revolutionary struggle. 

Liz Wayman from Pittsburgh said she and others found a 
good response at the recent demonstration against police vio
lence in Cincinnati. Young Socialists and Socialist Workers 
Party members from six cities "joined about 2,000 protesters 
from all over the country," she wrote. "Many ofthe marchers 
there expressed clear disgust with the capitalist system of 
'justice,' especially concerning the brutality police are allowed 
to inflict on ordinary citizens who have no recourse for de
fending themselves against cop attacks that may or may not 

be witnessed or reported. 
"It rained but that didn't 

stop our team's energy," she 
wrote. "Together we sold 
eight subscriptions to the 
Militant, six copies of Cuba 
and the Coming American 
Revolution, five of The Work
ing Class and the Transfor
mation of Learning, as well 
as one copy of Che Guevara 
Talks to Young People, Is Bi
ology Woman's Destiny? and 
several titles in Spanish," said 
Wayman "One young 

tdm• cwm Brickley 
Demonstrators at June 2 New York rally against death penalty bought subscriptions to 
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial and Pathfinder books. 

woman I talked to asked me what I recommended as a good 
title to read, and I suggested The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning. She examined the front and 
back, then stated it seems worth the risk. When I suggested 
a Militant to go with it, she bought one and asked if there 
was contact information in it." 

brother's sub for a while and had been meaning to send it 
in. After a political discussion with us he also decided to 
buy Cuba and the Coming American Revolution, The Work
ing Class and the Transformation of Learning and Path
finder was Born with the October Revolution. 

"A retired miner also bought a subscription. All told 
we sold four Militant subscriptions, four pamphlets, a 
copy of Cuba and the Coming American Revolution, and 
seven copies of the Militant." 

Target week boosts sub drive 
"In the New York Garment District we set up five literature 

tables on Sunday and called up people we met earlier 
who told us to call them back about subscribing to the 
Militant," said Dan Fein. "We visited a Dominican 
worker who decided to purchase a Militant subscrip
tion and three books. During our discussions with him 
about working-class politics and the Cuban Revolu
tion he remarked, "Look how the U.S. government is 
spending all this money on more prisons and cops. 
What does that tell you about this country?"' 

Fein said they sold 10 Militant subscriptions, 5 PM 
subscriptions, and 21 copies of the three books and 
pamphlets that are part of the drive that day. "This 
capped off a successful target week where we sold 22 
Militant subscriptions, 11 PM subscriptions, and 45 
pamphlets." Fine noted that several garment workers 
in the area purchased copies or subscriptions to the 
socialist publications. Two members of the National 
Union of Metal Workers of South Africa visiting the 
United States stopped by a street table and purchased 
nearly $100 ofliterature, including titles by Karl Marx, 
VI. Lenin, Malcolm X, and Jack Barnes. 

Socialist workers in Grand Junction wrapped up a 
successful target week with a visit to Kemmerer, Wyo
ming. They sold the Militant at the Pittsburg & Mid
way coal mine portal and door-to-door in Kemmerer 
and neighboring Diamondville. 

"At the portal the first miner who stopped said he 
had sent his subscription in two weeks ago," wrote 
Jeremy Rose. "Two more miners stopped and signed 
up for subscriptions. One also got a copy of The Work
ing Class and the Transformation of Learning. 

"A third miner said he didn't have any money with 
him, but wanted to subscribe. He gave us his phone 
number and asked us to call him later. When we ar
rived at his house, he already had a subscription cou
pon filled out. He explained he'd been reading his 

Militant/PM subscription 
drive to vvin nevv readers 

April 14-.June 1 0 (vveek 7) 

Country 

Sweden 

New Zealand 
Auckland 
Christchurch 
N.Z. total 
United Kingdom 

Australia* 

United States 
Detroit 
Miami 
Washington* 
Cleveland 
Seattle* 
Twin Cities 
Grand Junction 
Pittsburgh 
Tampa 
Omaha 
NY.Garment Dist 
Newark 
Birmingham* 
Los Angeles 
Charlotte 
Fresno 
Des Moines 
Chicago 
Tucson 

Militant 

Goal Sold % 

12 10 83% 

10 9 90% 
8 5 . 63% 

18 14 78% 
35 26 74% 
12 8 67% 

20 21 105% 
22 20 91% 
27 24 89% 
20 16 80% 
25 20 80% 
35 27 77% 
25 19 76% 
40 30 75% 

8 6 75% 
15 11 73% 
70 50 71% 
40 28 70% 
25 17 68% 
50 34 68% 
12 8 67% 
9 6 67% 

30 19 63% 
35 22 63% 
8 5 63% 

PM Pamphlet 

Goal Sold Goal Sold 

5 7 20 13 

1 20 20 
1 10 8 
2 30 28 

10 10 70 32 
2 2 35 31 

5 4 40 40 
20 12 70 60 
26 24 60 73 
6 3 30 31 
8 9 55 42 

25 28 50 42 
5 5 50 38 
5 2 55 36 
6 15 13 

18 19 20 13 
55 39 150 120 
25 17 70 52 

7 6 45 29 
25 22 80 27 
4 3 25 25 
9 2 15 2 

20 23 45 50 
25 19 75 68 
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New magazine on Spanish titles 
reviews two new Pathfinder books 

Houston 
Upper Manhattan 
Boston* 

Philadelphia 

San Francisco 

Allentown 
Atlanta 

35 
70 
25 
30 

50 

18 
30 

21 60% 
40 57% 
14 56% 
16 53% 
26 52% 

9 50% 
15 50% 

15 9 50 42 
50 48 125 118 
10 12 20 14 
10 6 45 12 

25 21 100 94 
5 3 20 9 

15 8 40 20 

BY HILDA CUZCO 
Criticas, a new magazine about Spanish-language books, 

carried two reviews of Pathfinder titles in its Summer 2001 
issue. The magazine is oriented to book sellers and is a 
joint publication of the Library Journal, the School Library 
Journal, and Publishers Weekly. 

Reviews were run on Che Guevara habla a Ia juventud 
(Che Guevara Talks to Young People), and Hacienda 
historia (Making History: Interviews With Four Generals 
of Cuba's Revolutionary Armed Forces). Giving a brief 
description of the books, the magazine notes its recom
mendation to individual readers or libraries. 

In his review of Che Guevara habla a Ia juventud, Eduardo 
Tinoco, from Lehman Brothers Library in Los Angeles, rec
ommends the book "for academic libraries with a LatinArneri
can studies program and any large public library that serves a 
large Latino population. This book will be of particular inter
est to the Cuban American community." 

The Pathfinder title contains eight speeches Che Guevara 
gave to young audiences in Cuba between 1959 and 1964. 
The Argentine-born revolutionary became one of the central 
leaders of the Cuban Revolution and led a guerrilla campaign 
in Bolivia until he was captured and killed in October 1967 
by Bolivian government forces. Che Guevara habla a Ia 
juventudwas published with the cooperation ofCasa Editora 
Abril, the publishing house of the Union ofYoung Commu
nists in Cuba, and features a preface by Armando Hart, a 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

Pathfinder president Mary-Alice Waters points out in the 
introduction to Che Guevara habla a Ia juventud that the 

revolutionary leader "speaks as an equal with the 
youth of Cuba and the world" and "urges them to 
aspire to be revolutionary combatants, knowing that 
a different kind of society can be born only out of 
struggles by men and women ready to put their lives 
and their lifetimes on the line for it." 

Hacienda historia was published by Pathfinder in 
1998 in collaboration with Editora Politica in Havana. 
The interviews in the book with Cuban generals Nestor 
Lopez Cuba, Enrique Carreras, Jose Ramon 
Fernandez, and Harry Villegas provide a wealth of 
information on the Cuban Revolution, the internation
alist missions the generals led and participated in, and 
world-historic events such as the Cuban victory over 
the U.S.-backed invasion at the Bay of Pigs in 1961 
and the October "missile" crisis a year later. 

Jose Diaz, of the Ohio State University Library in 
Columbus, says in his review published in Criticas 
that Washington's military defeat has "acquired 
mythical proportions." Diaz explains that in the book 
the "generals present their views on issues ranging 
from the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions to the 
Bay of Pigs, the Vietnam War, and Cuba's involve
ment in Angola. It is interesting to hear the voices of 
career soldiers in an army we know so little about." 
Diaz views the book as offering "little more than 
Socialist rhetoric sprinkled with the usual condem
nation of U.S. politics and economics," and recom
mends the title "only for academic libraries with 
strong Cuban collections." 
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Gas workers in Chicago strike over safety 
BY CAPPY KIDD 

CHICAGO-Some 1 ,050 natural gas 
workers represented by Service Employees 
International Union Locall8007 were forced 
on strike May 19 by Peoples Gas, a privately 
owned utility that enjoys a monopoly in Chi
cago. The workers service and maintain a 
system that supplies hundreds of thousands 
of homes and commercial buildings. 

Participating in a rally of 200 striking 
workers and their families, Jorge Beltran 
said in an interview, "The strike is not about 
money. It's about safety issues and work 
rule changes. When I started 13 years ago 
in the distribution department, we had 
three- and four-man crews. Now they want 
to reduce it to one person. If you are work
ing in a hole and you get gassed, you could 
pass out, and if there is no one there to help 
you, you could die." 

Beltran added, "They also want to get rid 
of union jobs in the clerical and storeroom 
positions. They want to freeze people at en
try-level pay while forcing them to take on 
the workload of the experienced mechanics, 
and eliminate overtime pay for Saturdays." 

A fact sheet distributed by the striking 
local states, "Peoples Gas has made almost 
$1 00 million in profit for the first six months 
of its fiscal year so far-up almost 15 per
cent from the previous period last year." 

William Ocasio, alderman for the largely 
Puerto Rican neighborhood where the rally 
took place, told the demonstrators, "They've 
refused to meet with the union and they're 
putting the city of Chicago at risk, forcing 
office employees to do work they are not 
trained for. They've sent letters to each union 
member asking them to resign from the 
union. How arrogant can a company be?" 

Peoples Gas has recently come under fire 
for cutting off the gas service for tens of thou
sands of customers who could not pay their 
bills after a winter of record high gas prices. 

Tom Brennan, the business manager of 
Local 18007, told the rally that his parents, 
who are in their 80s, have paid their Peoples 
Gas bills regularly for the last 60 years, but 
because they were unable to meet the high 
bills this winter they recently received a no
tice saying, "Pay up now or be discon
nected." 

Peoples Gas Is Unfair 
Company Stability 
Worker Instability 
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STRIKE 
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Massachusetts nurses fight mandatory overtime 
BY TED LEONARD 

BROCKTON, Massachusetts-Hun
dreds of nurses and their supporters walked 
the picket line here the morning of May 25 
when the 465 nurses at Brockton Hospital 
went on strike. 

Signs on the picket line explained the 
main issues in the strike, "No More Man
datory Overtime" and "Safe Staffing Should 
Be Mandatory." 

The nurses are members of the Massa
chusetts Nurses Association (MNA), which 
organizes about 80 hospitals in this state. 

The strike, the first by Brockton nurses, 
comes one year after a victorious strike by 
nurses at St. Vincent Hospital, in Worces
ter, Massachusetts, who won a contract that 
limited mandatory overtime and gave the 
nurses the right to refuse overtime if they 
felt too ill or tired to work well. 

Since the St. Vincent strike, nurses at 
University of Massachusetts Medical Cen
ter and Providence Hospital have had simi
lar limits on forced overtime placed in their 
contracts. 

Through the negotiations leading up to 
the strike the hospital agreed to the over
time limits that have been established since 
the St. Vincent strike-eight times a year, 
four hours at a time. The Brockton nurses, 

however, want language in the contract that 
commits the hospital to exercise its best ef
forts to maintain adequate staffing without 
resorting to mandatory overtime. 

Barbara Cooke, a medical-surgical nurse 
with 17 years at Brockton Hospital and a 
member of the negotiating committee, told 
the Boston Globe that in previous negotia
tions, the hospital had made verbal prom
ises to limit mandatory overtime, which has 
instead increased. "We don't trust them," she 
said. 

In a May 18 editorial, the Boston Globe 
reported that according to a recent study, 
"Patients on understaffed wards are more 
likely to suffer from pneumonia, urinary 
tract infections, gastrointestinal bleeding, 
and shock. Their hospital stays are longer 
and the researchers said short staffing could 
be a factor in thousands of deaths annually. 
At Brockton Hospital, nurses are threaten
ing to strike over what they see as that 
hospital's refusal to staff adequately and 
avoid mandatory overtime." 

The night before the walkout 200 nurses 
and their supporters participated in a rally 
at a local church. There Jeanette Cammarata, 
with 15 years' service, said in an interview, 
"I never thought I would have to go on 
strike, to picket, for staffing issues and pa-

tient safety. By us going on strike hopefully 
it will prevent others from having to do the 
same thing." 

Nurses from half a dozen local hospitals 
were joined by members of the Building 
Trades, Fire Fighters, and teachers union. 
A delegation from St. Vincent Hospital pre
sented a symbolic torch to the Brockton 
nurses' negotiating committee with "St. 
Vincent Hospital2000" and "Brockton Hos
pital 2001" written on its flames. 

Besides the staffing and mandatory over
time issue, pay is also an issue. The union 
ran a full page ad in the May 24 edition of 
the Brockton Enterprise titled, "An Open 
Letter to the Residents of Greater Brockton 
From the Registered Nurses of Brockton 
Hospital." 

It explained, "The hospital is currently 
offering us a mere 3 percent raise for each 
year of a three-year contract. We expect and 
deserve double that and we are not ashamed 
to demand it. We are insulted by the lack of 
respect we have received from our manage
ment. We are dismayed that while we are 
forced to go on strike for that respect, our 
CEO Norman Goodman is being paid more 
than $500,000 per year, and is given a 
Mercedes Benz by the hospital. We are 
equally dismayed that he was awarded a 27 

percent raise in the last year, at the same 
time he proposes to give his nurses only 3 
percent each year." 

To win public opinion and counter the 
nurses' demand for more pay, the hospital 
placed a full-page ad in the Enterprise, May 
24. With a chart and map showing Brockton 
nurses' wages are the highest among eight 
area hospitals organized by the MNA, it 
posed, "So Why Strike?" 

On the picket line a striking nurse ex
plained that the ad conveniently leaves out 
Boston hospitals that are only 25 miles away 
and pay more, while it includes hospitals 
nearly 100 miles away that pay less. 

The first day of the strike a Superior Court 
judge issued an injunction that ordered pick
ets not to obstruct any of the driveways or 
entryways to the hospital. The hospital had 
submitted affidavits of two doctors who said 
their entry to the hospital "was impeded, put 
not prohibited, by strikers walking slowly 
across the driveway entrances to the hospi
tal." 

Brockton police have interpreted the 
judge's order to mean pickets cannot even 
march across driveways if they deem it de
lays anyone's entry. 

California actions defend immigrant workers 

MNA spokesperson David Schildmeier 
said the union will appeal the injunction. 
"Walking across entryways has been an ac
cepted picketing practice ever since hospi
tals were first subject to strike action," he 
said. "This is the first time we know of that 
this kind of order has come down from the 
courts." BY DEBORAH LIATOS 

SAN JOSE, California-Some 500 im
migrant workers and others marched here 
for equal rights May 27. The action was 
sponsored by the Centro Azteca de 
Informacion (Aztec Information Center). 
Like a previous march in this city, the ac
tion began at the Department of Motor Ve
hicles and grew as the crowd proceeded to 
Cesar Chavez Plaza. Marchers were spirited, 
chanting "Aqui estamos y no nos vamos" 
(We're here and we're not leaving), "Si se 
puede" (We can do it) and "c;Que queremos? 
Licencia! c;Cuando? Ahara!" (What do we 
want? A license! When? Now!). 

The protest was part of a series of ac
tions that have taken place in California to 
defend the rights of immigrants. The de-
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mands include the right to a driver's li
cense, the right to a Social Security num
ber, the right to legal residence for all work
ers, and a halt to police brutality and un
just imprisonment. 

The protests are in response to a decision 
by the Department of Motor Vehicles last 
October to begin verifying the validity of all 
Social Security numbers through a linkup 
with the Social Security Administration as 
part of obtaining or renewing a driver's li
cense. 

Miguel Benevidas, who works as a gar
dener, said, "This system beats down work
ers. I didn't imagine the conditions that 
workers face here. The bosses and the gov
ernment treat people in a humiliating way. 
If the United States gives you $1, it's be
cause they will take two." 

A paint shop worker, who makes $6.50 
an hour, said, "They deny us everything. If 
we don't have a license, we can't rent a 
house or go to school. If we pay taxes, why 
are we illegal? If the police stop me they 
can take my car and not return it. Friends of 
mine were stopped by cops and their car 
taken and they were left on the freeway. The 
police treat us real bad." 

A 23-year-old man who works as a ma
chinist and is a college student said this was 
his first march. "The police also stop sus
pected people and violate their rights. If your 
car is taken you need to pay $1,000 plus 
more in fines. This country that always criti
cizes human rights-well, this is a human 
right," he said. 

Jose Sandoval, one of the central orga
nizers of the action, introduced a number 
of speakers, including Roger Rivera of 
United Food and Commercial Workers Lo-

cal 438. Rivera announced another rally 
being organized for August 25. Organizing 
meetings for the demonstration take place 
at the UFCW Local438 union hall. 

Deborah Liatos is a member of United Food 
and Commercial Workers Local 120. 

The injunction, Schildmeier said, "is part 
of a strategy to silence the nurses." 

Ted Leonard is a meat packer in the Boston 
area. Sarah Ullman, a garment worker, con
tributed to this article. 

Strikers at Cameo in Montreal 
press fight as bosses pull back 
BYJOANNEWALLADOR 

MONTREAL-Members of Locals 501 
and 504 of the Communications, Energy and 
Paperworkers Union, on strike against 
Cameo here, were in a confident, fighting 
mood on the picket line May 23. "We had a 
welcoming party of 50 people this morning 
for the bosses when they drove in. All the 
truckers coming by were honking their 
horns. We had a truck with loudspeakers for 
playing music but unfortunately it began to 
rain," said one worker at the picket office, 
located not far from the company. 

Some 800 workers here are on strike 
against Cameo, which makes household 
appliances and is owned by General Elec
tric. There is a Cameo plant in Hamilton, 
Ontario, of 1,100 workers organized by the 
Canadian Auto Workers union. 

At this point the company has withdrawn 
all concessions it originally demanded on 
pensions, medical benefits, and shifts and 
is offering parity with the contract signed 
by workers in Hamilton. 

"But we've been out on strike for eight 
weeks now, said Nere Dutil, vice president 

of Local 501, and we're asking for some
thing more. We want to lower the penalty 
by 1 percent for those retiring at 60 and for 
those retiring at 61. This is the only thing 
left to negotiate." 

This mood was echoed on the picket line. 
Noel Boyerault said, "We're not going back 
with nothing. We've been on strike for two 
months. We want something to show for it." 

This demand is supported by older and 
younger workers alike. Richard Desjardins, 
a young assembly line worker, explained, "In 
the beginning the company offered us noth
ing. Why-because we're Quebecois? The 
company wanted to make an example of us, 
but we're turning the tables on them." 
Desjardins was referring to the fact that av
erage wages in Quebec, an oppressed nation 
within Canada, are lower than in Ontario. 

Desjardins added, "It's not a question of 
money, it's a question of respect." 

Strikers organized a family picnic May 
27. They have a web site (http:// 
scep501.multimania.com) to keep support
ers of the strike informed of the latest de
velopments. 



Marchers in Miami 
condemn cop killing 
of Haitian-American 
Continued from front page 
which would have caused bruising and scar
ring on Dorvil's ankles, the flyer said. How
ever the official autopsy found no evidence 
to support this claim. The flyer explained 
that this is part of the "animalization" of 
Dorvil by the cops and city authorities. 

The official conclusion presented at a 
public meeting at the Miami-Dade medical 
examiner's auditorium on May 25 was that 
Dorvil died of a "rare brain chemistry 
malady" that caused his behavior to re
semble that of a violent reaction to cocaine. 
The county investigator concluded that he 
died of "acute exhaustive mania." 

The Haitians and African Americans 
present at the meeting expressed skepticism. 
"I sense a cover-up here," Islande Salomon 
told the Miami Herald. 

"Today is just the beginning. Veye Yo will 
go back to its base and plan future activi
ties," stated Lavarice Gaudin ofVeyeYo, the 
Haitian rights organization that initiated the 
march that was then embraced by other or
ganizations. The list of sponsors included the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the Coali
tionAgainst Police Brutality, Brothers of the 
Same Mind, People United to Lead the 

Struggle for Equality, and others. 
The majority of the protesters were Hai

tian, and most of them workers. A few 
women sported UNITE union T-shirts. 

Dorvil worked 1 0-hour days as a carpen
ter and was a part-time minister. Some of 
the demonstrators were from his church. 
Marie Aurelus Bien-Aimee, a 33-year-old 
medical worker, expressed a common sen
timent at the march. "We need justice for 
the death of Reverend Marc. I've known him 
for two years and I've never seen him act 
like that," she said. 

There were also protesters from New 
York, including Abner Louima, the Haitian 
immigrant who was brutalized by New York 
City cops in 1997. Lavarice Gaudin said, 
"Abner Louima called us when he heard 
about the case. He wanted to be a part of 
this, and he's here with his brother." Louima 
addressed the rally at the end of the march. 

Also present were family members of 
Patrick Dorismond, a 26-year-old Black 
youth gunned down by a plainclothes New 
York City cop after he rebuffed the 
policeman's request to buy some marijuana 
from him in March 2000. 

Jacqueline Thomas-Jean, a 72-year-old 

Militant/Mary Ann Schmidt 
Rally in Miami of June 12 demanding justice for Marc Dorvil, killed by the police. 

Haitian retired teacher, also came from New 
York for the event. "There is only one way 
to make your voice heard, to demonstrate, 
demonstrate again, and demonstrate more!" 
she said, "[Nelson] Mandela taught us this." 

Two weeks before Dorvil's death, Nicho
las Singleton, a young Black man, was killed 
by the police April 30 in the nearby commu
nity of Overtown. Signs at the June 2 march 
called for "Justice for Singleton" and also 
commemorated other victims of police terror 
here over the years. The march swelled to 
1,000 people as the overcast skies turned to a 
downpour. One woman shouted, "We don't 

care about the rain, we want justice!" Under 
a canopy of umbrellas and sagging placards 
the protesters marched back to the park. The 
speakers program went on despite the rain, 
and was conducted mostly in Creole. 

What happened to Marc Dorvil "always 
seems to happen to Black men," said Leroy 
Jones, founderofBrothers of the Same Mind, 
an organization that fights for the rights of 
former prisoners. "What we really want is 
an independent investigation and autopsy." 

Cindy Jaquith, Rebecca Arenson, and Eric 
Simpson contributed to this article. 

'Terrorism,' 'espionage' used to justify death penalty 
BY ROGER CALERO 

Washington is using several terrorism and 
espionage cases to justify increased use of 
secret police, jailing based on secret evi
dence, denial of due process, arrest and ex
tradition of people in other countries, and 
the federal death penalty. 

The cases include that of former FBI 
agent Robert Hanssen, who is charged with 
espionage; Timothy Me Veigh, who was con
victed of bombing a federal building in 
Oklahoma City in 1995; and four men found 
guilty in the frame-up trial in New York in 
relation to the bombings of two U.S. em
bassies in Africa. 

The prosecution of these individuals puts 
a spotlight on ways in which Washington is 
whittling away at democratic rights by us
ing a range of measures adopted under the 
Clinton administration, such as the 1996 
Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty 
Act and Clinton's decision to establish ana
tional "counterintelligence czar" to widen 
Washington's spying operations at home and 
abroad. 

Hanssen pleaded not guilty May 31 to 21 
charges of espionage and for betraying the 
United States by giving sensitive informa
tion to Moscow over a 15-year period, in
cluding the identities of Russian agents hired 
by U.S. intelligence, details about U.S. 
eavesdropping and spying operations in 
Russia, and Washington's plans for nuclear 
retaliation in case of war. 

The U.S. government prosecutors have 
made clear their intention to seek the death 
penalty for Hanssen on several of the 
charges. This would be the first time Wash
ington has sought the death penalty against 
someone accused of espionage since Con
gress reenacted the death penalty for use in 
espionage cases in 1994. If successful, the 
U.S. rulers will carry out the first execution 
on spying charges since Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg were put to death in 1953. 

Unlike previous cases where lighter sen
tences have been negotiated in exchange for 
information about spying activities of the 
accused, the government has refused to drop 
the possible use of the death penalty against 
Hanssen, even if he provides them with in
formation about secrets he allegedly revealed. 

The main counts on which the govern
ment plans to pursue the death penalty are 
those claiming that Hanssen revealed infor
mation that led to the deaths of two Rus
sians who were spying for Washington. 
Hanssen's defense lawyers have argued that 
the application of the death penalty in this 
case would be unconstitutional since the 
alleged incident occurred in 1985 when the 
federal death penalty was not in effect. 

The Justice Department is also aggres
sively pursuing implementation of an execu
tion order against Timothy McVeigh, who 
up until a few weeks ago was scheduled to 

be the first person executed on federal 
charges since 1963. Me Veigh, a rightist, 
proved a useful target for Washington to 
revive the use of the federal death penalty 
after he admitted his role in the 1995 bomb
ing of the Oklahoma City federal building 
in which 168 people were killed. 

The government reluctantly agreed to 
postpone McVeigh's execution for one 
month after the FBI, nearly on the eve of 
the execution, admitted to withholding 
4,449 pages of documents from his lawyers 
concerning the case. Defense lawyers are 
demanding a longer stay of execution and a 
new trial. They wrote, government's false 
statements that everything had been ob
tained and produced worked a fraud upon 
the court and defeated Mr. McVeigh's right 
to a fair trial and sentencing proceeding." 

Attorney General John Ashcroft vowed 
to "oppose vigorously" any further delay. 
"Based on overwhelming evidence and 
Me Veigh's own repeated admissions, we 
know that he is responsible for this crime, 
and we will continue to pursue justice by 
seeking to carry out the sentence that was 
determined by a jury," affirmed Ashcroft. 

Government prosecutors also plan to seek 
the death penalty for two of the four men 
convicted in relation to the bombing of the 
U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 
1998, where 224 people were killed. The 
arrest and interrogation of all four men out
side of the United States by U.S. officials 
involved serious violations of democratic 
rights. These included being threatened by 
U.S. agents interrogating them, not being 
advised of their right to remain silent, or 
their right to have a lawyer present. 

A Washington Post editorial May 30 her
alded the convictions and presented the case 
"as a rare example of a successful prosecu
tion in U.S. courts for an attack against the 
United States on foreign soil." 

Uproar in South Africa over extradition 
More light was shed on the methods used 

to win the convictions after the trial was 
over. The Constitutional Court in South Af
rica, the nation's highest judicial body, ruled 
May 28, one day before the bombing trial 
conviction, that the right's of Khalfan 
Khamis Mohamed, a citizen of Tanzania 
who the South African government allowed 
to be extradited, had been violated in sev
eral ways. 

The court handed down a scathing criti
cism of the actions of the South African 
government's Department of Home Affairs. 
According to the Sunday Times of 
Johannesburg, the court said authorities 
"had behaved like cowboys riding bareback 
over the law and ignoring Parliament's care
fully constructed checks and balances. The 
judges concluded that the officials had in
deed acted illegally: they had flouted the 

law, ignored the Constitution, and set an of the racist apartheid regime, is barred by 
appalling example for the rest of society." law from extraditing anyone to a country 

Among the court's findings were that the where they face execution if convicted. 
authorities had no legal right to turn Meanwhile, the U.S. Justice Department 
Mohamed over to the U.S. government, he agreed to a request by the French govern-
could only be sent back to Tanzania; that he ment to waive the death penalty for James 
was denied the right to fight an extradition Kopp, a fugitive wanted for the 1998 assas-
order when he was put on a plane to the sination of Dr. Bernard Slepian, a doctor 
United States within 24 hours of his arrest, who performed abortions in upstate New 
instead of the usual 72 hours; and that York. Kopp was arrested March 29 in the 
Mohamed was never advised of his right to French province of Brittany. The French 
remain silent and to have a lawyer. government, which abolished capital pun-

Criticism has also focused on the fact that ishment, has refused to allow the extradi-
the SouthAfrican government, having abo!- tion unless Washington pledges not to seek 
ished the death penalty after the overthrow the death penalty in this case. 

Final stretch toward $100,000 goal 
BY JANET POST 

BROOKLYN, New York-As the 
Pathfinder Fund enters the final stretch, Country/City Goal($) Paid % 
contributors sent in more than $12,000 

United States from around the world this past week. 
With some $73,000 collected, every day Newark 3,000 3,100 103% 
counts now in reaching the $100,000 Detroit 2,500 2,510 100% 
goal. Any money received by noon on 

Los Angeles 6,000 6,020 100% Wednesday, June 13, will be counted on 
the chart appearing in the next issue, Upper Manhattan 3,300 3,120 95% 

which will be printed that day. Charlotte 2,700 2,515 93% 

Gaining momentum, supporters in San Des Moines 1,400 1,216 87% 
Francisco, where pledges have now been Omaha 250 215 86% 
made by 56 people, raised their local goal San Francisco 10,000 8,358 84% 
from $8,000 to $10,000. This also helps Allentown 900 750 83% 
bridge the gap between total local quo- Pittsburgh 6,000 4,988 83% 
tas, now at more than $95,000 and the Tampa 600 475 79% 
international goal of $100,000. Brooklyn 4,000 3,099 77% 

"We anticipate that we will go over our NY Garment Dist 4,000 3,022 76% 
goal if we collect all the pledges," said Seattle 8,000 5,900 74% 
Lea Bockman, the Atlanta Pathfinder Twin Cities 4,000 2,818 70% 
Fund director. They are planning a spe-

Boston 3,750 2,515 67% cia! event June 8 featuring Roger Calero, 
a staff writer for the Militant and Chicago 6,500 4,262 66% 

Perspectiva Mundial, speaking on "Cuba Atlanta 3,200 2,085 65% 

and the Coming American Revolution." Houston 3,500 2,165 62% 

Also speaking will be Michael Ellis, a Birmingham 2,500 1,495 60% 

high school student from Charlotte, Philadelphia 3,000 1,630 54% 

North Carolina, and Linda Joyce, from Washington D.C. 2,200 993 45% 
Atlanta, who volunteers for the Path- Miami 2,000 780 39% 
finder Reprint Project. Grand Junction 2,400 880 37% 

In New York's Garment District, a pub- Cleveland 1,250 434 35% 
lie fund-raising meeting drew a full house, Fresno 225 50 22% 
including several attending an event there Other 548 
for the first time. The meeting, which fea- U.S. Total 87,175 65,943 76% 
tured Militant and Perspectiva Mundial Australia $900 532 59% 
editor Martin Koppel, sparked discussion Belgium 550 0 0% 
that continued informally until well past 

Canada 5,000 4,884 98% midnight. Participants included a worker 
who spoke about resistance by his native France 620 579 93% 

Garifona community on Honduras's At- Iceland 40 

!antic Coast to encroachment by foreign New Zealand 1145 1,045 91% 

capitalist tourism developers. A young Sweden 250 151 60% 

man who had attended the Quebec City lnt'l Total 95,640 73,174 73% 
protests in April against the Free Trade lnt'l Goal! 
Area oftheAmericas and wanted to know Should be 100,000 87,000 87% 
what communists thought of them. 
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Cuban Revolution: Celebrate 40th anniversa o Ba o Pi s victo and litera cam ai 11 

How Cuban working people crushed U.S.-bacl 
Firsthand account by EfigenioAmeijeiras, head of Revolutionary Police batt 

As part of marking the 40th anniversary 
of revolutionary Cuba's victory over a U.S.
organized invasion at the Bay of Pigs, we 
are reprinting excerpts from an account of 
the battle by Efigenio Ameijeiras. In less 
than 72 hours, forces from the Rebel Army, 
volunteer militias, air force, and police 
crushed an invasion force of 1,500 coun
terrevolutionaries. The battalion of Revo
lutionary National Police combatants, led 
by Ameijeiras and Samuel Rodiles, the sec
ond in command, saw some of the heaviest 
fighting in the April 17-19, 1961, battle. 
The main group of mercenaries surrendered 
at Playa Giron, the name by which the 
battle is identified in Cuba. 

Ameijeiras was one of the 82 revolution
aries who, led by Fidel Castro, took part in 
the Granma expedition in December 1956 
to initiate the revolutionary war against the 
U.S.-backed Batista regime. He finished the 
war as a commander of Rebel Army Col
umn 6 and second in command of the Sec
ond Eastern Front under Raul Castro. 

unit with police officers came about much 
earlier. Eighty percent of the police force 
was made up of Rebel Army combatants 
with guerrilla experience, mainly from the 
Frank Pais Second Eastern Front. Since 
many of the police were illiterate, I assigned 
a large group of them to the police school, 
which we moved from Havana to a farm 
called El Pitirre. More than 100 combat
ants were there, raising their level of school
ing, taking political education, judo, and 
other classes. 

One day, when I was traveling with Fidel, 
I told him I had more than one company at 
the police school and that a good combat 
unit could be constituted if he gave me 
some FAL rifles-Fidel had already given 
me 200 FALs for the special troops at the 
headquarters. I assured him this new unit 
could be of great value. 

ran rna 

After the January 1959 revolutionary 
victory, the entire repressive apparatus of 
the old capitalist regime, including the 
hated police, was dismantled. A Revolu
tionary National Police was organized as 
an institution to help defend the new work
ers and farmers government. Ameijeiras 
was named head of the police, which was 
drawn primarily from Rebel Army combat
ants. 

In 1963 Ameijeiras led a column of Cu
ban volunteer combatants to Algeria to help 
stop a U.S.-backed Moroccan assault on the 
Algerian Revolution; the presence of the 
Cuban troops forced the Moroccan regime 
to back down. In 1984 he served an inter
nationalist combat mission in Angola to 
help that nation defend itself from attack 
by the apartheid regime of South Africa. 
Ameijeiras is currently a division general 
in Cuba's Revolutionary Armed Forces. 

As always, Fidel upped the ante: "Why 
don't you form a battalion with the best 
officers and sergeants?" That's how the idea 
of the police battalion was born. It had five 
heavy companies, all of them with F ALs 
and some Czech submachine guns, and BZ 
tripod machine guns. He also gave us a 
company of antitank and antipersonnel gre
nades to use with the FALs. We also had a 
squad with 82 mm. mortars, and I could 
add the two M-8 armored personnel carri
ers that the police had. 

Commander Efigenio Ameijeiras, left, head of Revolutionary National Police, with 
members of police battalion at Playa Giron (Bay of Pigs) in April1961. The battalion 
took some of the heaviest casualties in the fighting against well-armed mercenaries. 

The excerpts below are taken from a 
four-part series of articles titled "Giron: The 
Shortest Battle" published in July 1989 in 
the Cuban weekly magazine Bohemia. 
Ameijeiras says in an introduction that 
these articles were "initial notes to write a 
book presenting that historic date in its full 
dimension." 

The following excerpts are from the first 
two articles in the series. Next week the 
Militant will run excerpts from the conclud
ing parts. The translation and subtitles are 
by the Militant. 

BY EFIGENIO AMEIJEIRAS 
Some people wonder: with so many bat

talions of soldiers and militia, what were 
the police doing fighting at Playa Giron? 

The idea of forming a regular combat 

In summary, the battalion had five heavy 
companies with 156 men each, one light 
company with 105 men, and another to 
launch grenades with FALs, as well as a 
mortar squad and the staff officers. Their 
mission was to defend the perimeter of the 
city and rapidly counter any attack on po
lice stations or any other target. 

In late 1960, the battalion underwent 
brief mi'Ntary training at the Managua base, 
mainly in handling antitank weapons and 
the accompanying mortars. In December 
of that year, it occupied the Castillo del 
Principe [in Havana] to head off a possible 
[counterrevolutionary] attack by paratroop
ers or helitroopers on the Plaza of the Revo
lution itself. During the opening days of 
January, it was placed in ambush position 
along the Malecon seafront road with a 
dozen of the Rebel Army's antitank can
non. Throughout March and April, the bat
talion operated in the northern part of Las 
Villas province against the first bands of 
insurgents near Sagua and Corralillo. Later, 
part of the battalion left to operate in the 
area of Yaguajay, where we were expect
ing a landing in support of the insurgents. 
We returned with the battalion within days 
of the battle of Giron, and we stationed it 
in the hills of El Esperon, close to Havana, 
where they could set up camp and have 

military, cultural, and political instruction. 

April14 
I wake up early. Before going to my job 

at police headquarters, I pass by Point 1 
[general staff headquarters], hidden in a 
residence in the Nuevo Vedado neighbor
hood. There, as always, is Commander 
Sergio del Valle, head of the General Staff. 
Looking calm, with his friendly look and a 
slight smile, he invites me to have a cup of 
coffee. Naturally, we talk about the tense 
situation. 

At around midnight I go to El Carmela, 
the nicest cafe in Havana. I run into Com
mander Raul Diaz Arguelles .... At 2:30 
a.m., Arguelles leaves for home and I head 
toward police headquarters. I leave the 
guards and take off alone in my car, but 
they don't say anything to me, because the 
one time they dared to follow me secretly, 
I read them the riot act. I'm not feeling well. 
I can't figure out why I'm feeling so nos
talgic and anxious. I go to the Reverbero 
neighborhood to be, as [Cuban indepen
dence leader Jose] Marti would say, with 
the poor of the earth. I sit down on the park 

New From Pathfinder Making History 
Interviews with Four 
Generals of Cuba's 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces Playa Giron/Bay of Pigs 

Washington's First Military Defeat in the Americas 

In less than 72 hours of combat during April 1961 near the Bay 
of Pigs, Cuba's revolutionary militias, 
police, and armed forces defeated an 
invasion by 1 ,500 mercenaries armed, 
trained, supported, and deployed by 
Washington. In the process, the Cuban 
people not only transformed their country 
and themselves, but set an example for 
workers and farmers across the Americas 
and the world. With political conscious
ness, class solidarity, unflinching courage, 
and a revolutionary leadership displaying 
~n impeccable sense of timing, it is possible 
to stand up to enormous might and seem
ingly insurmountable odds-and win. Forty 
years later the U.S. rulers can still neither 
accept nor extinguish this example. Foreword 
by Jack Barnes. In English and Spanish. $20. Special offer $15 
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Interviews with Cuban generals 
Nestor Lopez Cuba, Enrique 
Carreras, Jose Ramon 
Fernandez, and Harry Villegas. 
Through the stories of these 
outstanding revolutionaries
three of them leaders of the 

Cuban forces at the Bay of Pigs that 
defeated the invaders within 72 
hours-we can see the class 

dynamics that have shaped our entire epoch. We can 
understand how the people of Cuba, as they struggle 
to build a new society, have for more than 40 years 
held Washington at bay. With an introduction by 
Mary-Alice Waters. In English and Spanish.$15.95. 
Special offer $12 

Special offer 
For members of the Pathfinder Renders Club 

Both titles for $25 

bench across the street and, oddly enough, 
there is no one there to talk with about times 
past. 

A passerby recognizes me and looks at 
me in amazement, perhaps thinking, "The 
chief of the National Police, alone in a 
park!" I always thought it was easier tore
place a police chief than to kill him. Hap
piness must be doing the little things we 
want to do, and maybe that's why duty and 
power are sometimes a curse. Jesus, with 
the hatred I always had for the police, who 
would have thought that I would end up 
being its chief. 

We have to form a new police force that 
the entire people will care for. 

Apri115 
I am awakened by a horrific explosion 

that rocks the Chateau Miramar hotel. 1 I 
jump out of bed, telling myself: the night
mares are over. At the same time I hear the 
thundering rattle of machine guns. I throw 
on my pants and shirt, because soldiers 
don't like to die naked. I open the door cau
tiously. Then I remember the guards, my 
loyal comrades. It's daylight, and in the 
quiet hallway I can hear the noise of air
planes. I look out the south side of the build
ing and hear the infernal noise of machine 
guns and a plane circling overhead. I'm 
almost certain it's coming from the direc
tion of the airport at the Ciudad Libertad 
base, very close by, about 20 blocks away. 

I run to the north side of the building 
and look out at the coast. I hear the sound 
of a plane as if it were flying over my head, 
but I don't see it. I don't know what's hap
pening or whether it's only a bombing at
tack. There is no phone to call headquar
ters. 

I remember that the President of the Re
public [Osvaldo Dorticos] lives on the cor-

1 On April 15, 1961, as a prelude to an immi
nent invasion of Cuba planned by the Kennedy 
administration, eight planes piloted by U.S.
organized mercenaries launched simultaneous 
bombing raids against the airfields of Santiago 
de Cuba, San Antonio de los Bafios, and Ha
vana. In their unsuccessful attempt to destroy 
Cuba's handful of combat aircraft on the ground, 
the attackers used Pentagon-supplied B-26 
bombers bearing counterfeit insignia of Cuba's 
Revolutionary Air Force. 

In the early morning hours of April I 7 the 
invasion force landed at the Bay of Pigs. After 
almost 72 hours of hard combat, the main group 
of counterrevolutionaries surrendered on April 
19, 1961. 



Led Bay of Pigs invasion 
1lion that took part in heavy fighting 

-

ner, and I look out the window. I see some 
of the soldiers from his garrison at their 
battle stations. I go down to join them in 
preparation for a possible land attack, be
cause everything is confusion at the time. 

In the car I tum on the radio and call 
headquarters. They tell me police patrols 
have reported a bombing at Ciudad 
Libertad. I tell myself, "Damn them, they're 
barbaric, they have no shame, dropping 
bombs on downtown Havana." 

I instruct them to inform the police bat
talion, which is stationed at El Esperon. I 
also order them to send me the escort car 
to 62nd Street and lst Avenue in Miramar. 
I am struck by the stance of the President 
of the Republic, who is dressed as a militia 
member and is carrying a FAL rifle. 

I'm headed for Point 1 when I hear fur
ther explosions in the direction of Ciudad 
Libertad. Trucks loaded with ammunition 
have caught fire. On arriving we see Fidel 
there. Sergio tells me they've seen the 
bombing from there. Fidel calls the San 
Antonio de los Banos Air Base, the largest 
one in the country. He learns then that 
they've bombed there too. Subsequently, a 
clearer picture of the situation begins to 
emerge. There have been simultaneous at
tacks by B-26 bombers on three airports in 
Cuba: the civilian airport in Santiago de 
Cuba, by two planes; the San Antonio de 
los Baiios Air Base, by three planes; and 
the Ciudad Libertad airport, by two planes. 

Fidel explains to us that this can be noth
ing other than the prelude to an invasion. 
The attack has been so surprising and quick 
that our pilots have had no time to pursue 
them, but the antiaircraft units do a great 
job of responding to the invasion and man
a$~ t<?. sp()o_t,down one B.-26. an~ ~amag(!_ 
another. I head over to the headquarters to 
take the necessary measures. I'm thinking 
that the land attack might come at any time. 

Apri116 
With sadness and admiration we see the 

rustic board where a fatally wounded mili
tia member wrote Fidel's name with his fin
gers smeared in his own blood. That ges
ture symbolizes the support given to the 
revolution by those thousands of men, the 
vast majority of them workers and peas
ants who have been hastily armed. We are 
certain that the mystery will be cleared up 
tonight or by daybreak at the latest. 

At the University of Havana, we carry 
out a night-long wake over the remains of 
the compaiieros who died in the brutal at
tack. Morning came and the burial is pre
pared. Nothing is happening. It seems like 
the quietest Sunday we've ever had in the 
country. Our air force patrols the skies that 
morning to guard the procession. The fu
neral cortege completely fills 23rd Street 
up to 12th Street, where Fidel is to speak. 
We march silently, compactly. The streets, 
sidewalks, and balconies are filled with 
people. We walk apprehensively on a mul
ticolored carpet of flowers that fall from 
all around. Where had they gotten so many 
flowers? 

In the afternoon Fidel gives his historic 
speech, where he proclaims the socialist 
character of the revolution. He calls Presi
dent Kennedy "Maria Ramos's pussycat, 
who throws a stone and hides its hand,"2 

when at the United Nations they [U.S. of
ficials] try to convince people that the 
bombers had defected from Cuba. He con
cludes by saying that they were furious 
because we had made a socialist revolu
tion right under their very nose, and he ex
plains that if these attacks are the prelude 
to an invasion, then the entire people will 
be prepared to rise up as one in order to 
tum it back. He couldn't have been more 
emphatic and accurate, since the invaders' 

2 An expression for someone who does some
thing and then tries to pretend they didn't. 

ships were already sailing toward Cuba. 
That very Saturday afternoon, the First Sec
retary of the Party in the USSR [Nikita 
Khrushchev] offers his support to the revo
lution. 

Strangely, nothing has happened that day. 
Even the cat is expecting the invasion. I go 
to bed that night wondering if they have 
given up on the war. 

I wake up early .... I just drink my coffee 
and leave for Point I. 

April17 
When I arrive everything is aboil. No

body has to say a word for me to surmise 
that the moment has come. I'm glad my 
daughter's crying woke me up early. "It 
seems there's a landing at Playa Giron," 
Sergio tells me calmly. But everything is 
still dark. The landing at Playa Giron has 
been fully confirmed, but the precise scope 
of the attack on Playa Larga is still not 
known. 

Fidel contacts the San Antonio Air Base 
and orders [air force chief] Raul Curbelo 
to get the planes ready. 

He speaks personally with Capt. 
[Enrique] Carreras, the pilot who is to lead 
the squadron toward Giron. He tells him to 
try to attack only the ships, and to fight 
against other planes or infantry troops only 
if attacked by them. He stresses, "Carreras, 
try to sink the ships for me." 

After our planes return victoriously that 
morning, Fidel predicts, "That's where the 
bulk of the invaders are. Now we don't need 
to stop them from landing-we have to 
wipe them out immediately, giving them 
no time to consolidate a beachhead." Fidel 
was doing a tremendous amount of work 
in his head that day. In addition to working 
out the strategic conception. to .combat the 
operation, he also paid attention to tactical 
details in every direction. I saw him taking 
big strides and rolling around the cigar butt 
in his mouth. 

At 7:00 a.m. Carreras takes off again, 
this time flying a Sea Fury with two bombs, 
eight rockets, and four 22 mm. cannon. At 
the Bay of Pigs he once again spots the 
Houston, which has run aground near the 
coast. He sees they are unloading supplies. 
At that moment, while he was distractedly 
looking at the ship, he is surprised by two 
B-26s from above. They fire on him with 
machine guns. Carreras reacts quickly, and 
abruptly makes a tight turn to face his at
tackers with the nose of his plane. To avoid 
a collision, the B-26s fan out from right to 
left. Carreras immediately reverses his turn, 
sets his sights on one of the B-26s, and fires 
on it with his four 20 mm. cannon. He set 
its engine on fire. The B-26 tries to protect 
itself by flying in the direction of the ships, 
which help by firing on the attacker, forc
ing him to shoot up like an arrow to elude 
the reach of the antiaircraft guns. 

Perhaps Carreras didn't know he had 
planted the seeds of the Cuban Air Force 
in his solitary heart that day, but he did 
know Fidel had told him that attacking the 
enemy's transport vessels would be enough 
for the seed to germinate. That's why, after 
the B-26 fell to the water, he pounced on 
the other ships as fast as lightning. He 
picked one of the largest in one group, the 
Rio Escondido. Carreras was going so fast 
he had the sensation of a huge ship coming 
right into his eyes. But he understood he 
could not fail, and as he came very close to 
the ship he pushed the button of death. The 
eight rockets hit the ship's hold. There was 
a horrendous explosion and the plane 
seemed to be crashing into it. 

To avoid the shock waves, Carreras had 
to yank furiously on the throttle until he 
reached a force of 7 Gs, which felt like 
being pulled by 10 crazed elephants. Dur
ing the violent climb, the motor suddenly 
started spewing smoke and the plane shook 
like a wounded beast. As he kept losing 
altitude, he was supposed to head toward 
base and parachute-jump before the engine 

WASHINGTON'S COW WAR AGAI 

• Bohemia/Raul Garcia 
Illustration of Cuban anti-aircraft artillery unit that helped defeat U.S.-backed inva
sio~ in April 196~. This .~~d other ~rawi.ngs by Raul Garcia accompany series of 
articles by Efigemo AmeiJeiras published m Cuban magazine Bohemia in 1989. 

exploded in air. But since this was the day 
the Cuban Air Force was meant-to be born, 
Carreras decided to continue flying with 
the engine failing and the plane losing alti
tude. He knew there weren't many planes 
or spare parts. That Sea Fury was worth 
more than his life. Unaware that the ship 
he had sunk was the Rio Escondido, the 
most important one in the invasion, he was 
now trying to save his nearly ruined plane. 
Who says that a man of average height, 
married, with children, flying in a rickety 
plane, can't make it to base? 

At less than 150 kilometers per hour, 
nearly grazing the treetops, he landed on 
the runway at San Antonio de los Banos. 
At the last second, before touching down, 
he turned off the fuel ignition and electri
cal equipment. He felt as if he were stop
ping at different places on the runway. 
When he came to a stop, the mechanics ran 
over to him and said, "Captain, how did 
you manage to get here?'' The submachine 
gun had destroyed the engine's first cylin
der. No one could figure out how he could 
have landed in those conditions. 

The Rio Escondido sank to the bottom 
of the bay along with the main supplies for 
the brigade. There was such panic among 
the mercenary flotilla that they headed out 
to sea and never came back. 

I leave Potnt 1 that morning after learn
ing of our initial success in the air. I stop 
by all the stations. I'm talking like never 
before, haranguing the police and militias 
everywhere. Everywhere I go, the applause 
is rousing and the slogan "Death to the in
vader!" is repeated with conviction, will
ingness to fight, and faith in the struggle. 
When I return to Point I in the mid-after
noon, Sergio tells me Fidel has left for the 
Australia sugar mill. I remain at Point 1 
until midnight. Then I go to get a little sleep 
at police headquarters. First I take a walk 
through Havana, and I feel certain this is a 
city under siege awaiting its moment. We 
are still unaware of how many mercenaries 
have landed. Judging from the resistance 
they're putting up at Playa Larga with ar
tillery and tanks, there must be a lot of 
them. Havana couldn't have been any 
calmer. The boys in the police battalion are 

eager to fight. I don't know what Fidel must 
be thinking. Will there be further landings? 
Not according to Fidel! 

April18 
On the first day of the battle, Fidel fights 

tenaciously to keep the enemy from estab
lishing a beachhead. On the second day, he 
critically analyzes the new situation in his 
usual dialectical way. He says the fight will 
now be to keep the enemy from re-board
ing its ships. In other words, he considers 
them completely defeated. Around 6:00 
a.m. on April 18 at Point I, Fidel puts his 
hand on my shoulder and says, "I have a 
very important mission for you. You guys 
are tough and you can do it." It's the same 
order he had given to part of the 123rd 
Battalion the day before, and to the Ill th 
Battalion that same night-to support the 
mission by Special Column No. 2 com
manded by Capt. Roger Garcia. 

He tells me, "We have to isolate the en
emy between Playa Larga and Playa Giron. 
You must advance up to Palpite in trucks 
and tum left from there toward Soplillar, 
almost up to Jiqui. Then, with local peas
ants a~ guides, take footpaths and tracks, and 
tum nght toward the coast to get to a mid
point between Playa Larga and Playa Giron, 
where you should set up an ambush on both 
sides of the highway and divide it into two 
sections, with one ambush toward Giron and 
the other one toward Playa Larga." 

He adds that I shouldn't carry the mor
tars or heavy machine guns, since he will 
reinforce me with a bazooka company. He 
also orders Osmany [Cienfuegos] to give 
me two militia companies from the I 16th 
Battalion. 

I tell Commander Argiielles to go get the 
police battalion at El Esperon and gather 
them at the patrol car lot in Havana for 
immediate departure. I know it will take a 
long time for the entire battalion to get 
there. More than two hours pass, and only 
a couple of companies have arrived. A little 
while later come the light companies of the 
I 16th Battalion, which have been added to 
our force. It is taking so long that I tell 
Samuel [Rodiles] to stay and wait for the 
rest of the battalion and then go with them 
to the Australia sugar mill, where he will 
receive instructions from me. 
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Algeria, 1963-65: how workers and farmers 
formed their own revolutionary government 

In the preface to the new Pathfinder book 
Cuba and the Coming American Revolution, 
Mary-Alice Waters describes the interna
tional impact of the Algerian Revolution in 
the early 1960s.After the Militant reprinted 
the preface in the May 28 issue, a number 
of readers expressed interest in learning 
more about the Algerian Revolution. Re
sponding to this request, the Militant ran an 
article last week on the lessons of the revo
lution by Waters, reprinted from the Sep
tember-October 1965 issue of the Young 
Socialist. 

The Algerian Revolution was one of the 
most powerful of the post-World War II na
tional liberation struggles. The National Lib
eration Front (FLN-Front de Liberation 
Nationale) led an armed struggle and mobi
lizations across the country to end the occu
pation by French imperialism, which had held 
the country in colonial bondage since 1830. 
The French government was finally forced 
to sign accords in 1962 granting Algeria in
dependence, at the cost of I million Algeri
ans killed and a country left ravaged by war. 
The new FLN government, headed by Ahmed 
Ben Bella, relied on the mobilizations of 
peasants and workers to carry through a se
ries of anticapitalist measures. 

Despite historic gains, the revolution went 
into retreat. In the 1965 Young Socialist ar
ticle Waters explains the course taken by the 
leadership of the workers and farmers gov
ernment in Algeria and the reasons for the 
stagnation of the revolution and the over
throw of Ben Bella that year. 

This week we are reprinting additional 
material published by the world communist 
movement on the Algerian Revolution. Most 
is from the pages of World Outlook and its 
predecessor, The Internationalist. Both pub
lications were edited by Joseph Hansen, a 
leader of the Socialist Workers Party, and 
provided extensive weekly coverage on the 
developments of the revolution and its in
ternational impact. 

The first item is a 1964 resolution pre
pared by Hansen titled, "On the Character 
of the Algerian Government," adopted by 
the United Secretariat of the Fourth Inter
national, the international organization of 
communist parties at the time. The Social
ist Workers Party in the United States had 
fraternal ties to the Fourth International 
since its founding in 1938. The resolution 
was published in the Feb. 21, 1964, issue of 
World Outlook and is available in the Edu
cation for Socialists bulletin titled For a 
Workers and Farmers Government in the 
United States by Jack Barnes. 

Copyright © 197 4 by Pathfinder Press and 
reprinted by permission. Footnotes and 
material in brackets are by the Militant. 

+ 
Resolution: On the Character of 
the Algerian Government 

For some time the course of the new re
gime in Algeria has shown that it is a "Work
ers and Farmers Government" of the kind 
considered by the Communist International 
in its early days as likely to appear, andre
ferred to in the Transitional Program of the 
Fourth International, as a possible forerun
ner of a workers state. 

Such a government is characterized by the 
displacement ofthe bourgeoisie [from] po
litical power, the transfer of armed power 
from the bourgeoisie to the popular masses, 
and the initiation of far-reaching measures 
in property relations. The logical outcome of 
such a course is the establishment of a work
ers state; but, without a revolutionary Marx
ist party, this is not guaranteed. In the early 
days of the Communist International it was 
held to be excluded in the absence of a revo
lutionary Marxist party. Experience has 
shown, however, that this conclusion must 
be modified in the colonial world due to the 
extreme decay of capitalism and the effect 
of the existence of the Soviet Union and a 
series of workers states in the world today. 

An essentially bourgeois state apparatus 
was bequeathed to Algeria. A crisis in the 
leadership of the FLN (Front de Liberation 
Nationale) came to a head July I, 1962, 
ending after a few days in the establishment 
of a de facto coalition government in which 
Ferhat Abbas and [Ahmed] Ben Bella rep
resented the two opposing wings of neoco
lonialism and popular revolution. The 
struggle between these two tendencies 
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within the coalition ended in the reinforce
ment of the Ben Bella wing, the promulga
tion of the decrees of March 1963 and the 
ouster successively of[Moharnmed] Khider, 
Ferhat Abbas, and other bourgeois leaders 
although some rightist elements still remain 
in the government. These changes marked 
the end of the coalition and the establish
ment of a Workers and Peasants government. 

As is a characteristic of a Workers and 
Peasants Government of this kind, the Al
gerian government has not followed a con
sistent course. Its general direction, however, 
has been in opposition to imperialism, to the 
old colonial structure, to neocolonialism and 
to bureaucratism. It has reacted with firm
ness to the initiatives of would-be new bour
geois layers, including armed counterrevo
lution. Its subjective aims have repeatedly 
been declared to be the construction of so
cialism. At the same time its consciousness 
is limited by its lack of Marxist training and 
background. 

The question that remains to be answered 
is whether this government can establish a 
workers state. The movement in this direc
tion is evident and bears many resemblances 
to the Cuban pattern. A profound agrarian 
reform has already been carried out, marked 
by virtual nationalization 
of the most important ar
eas of arable land. Deep 
inroads have been made 
into the old ownership re
lations in the industrial 
sector with the establish
ment of a public and state
controlled sector. Yet to be 
undertaken are the expro
priation of the key oil and 
mineral sector, the banks 
and insurance companies, 
establishment of a mo
nopoly of foreign trade, 
and the inauguration of ef
fective counter measures 
to the monetary, financial, 
and commercial activities 
of foreign imperialism. 

Among the most heart
ening signs in Algeria are 
( 1) in foreign policy the es
tablishment of friendly re
lations with Cuba, Yugosla
via, China, the Soviet 
Union, and other workers states with the pos
sibility this opens up for substantial aid from 
these sources; (2) the active attitude of the 
government toward developing the colonial 
revolution in such areas as Angola and South 
Africa; (3) within Algeria the establishment 
of the institution of "self-management." "Self 
management," with its already demonstrated 
importance for the development of workers 
and peasants democracy, offers the brightest 
opening for the establishment of the institu
tions of a workers state. 

As a whole, Algeria, as we have noted 
many times, has entered a process of per
manent revolution of highly transitional 
character in which all the basic economic, 
social, and political structures are being 
shaken up and given new forms. This pro
cess is certain to continue. It will be greatly 
facilitated and strengthened if one of the 
main problems not on the agenda-the or
ganization of a mass party on a revolution
ary Marxist program-is successfully 
solved. 

The appearance of a Workers and Peas
ants Government in Algeria is concrete evi
dence of the depth of the revolutionary pro
cess occurring there. It is of historic impor
tance not only for Algeria and North Africa 
but for the whole African continent and the 
rest of the world. 

From The Internationalist, Feb. 27, 1963. 
Algerian Government Slashes Rents 

The Ben Bella government announced 
February 19 it was establishing rent ceilings 
which will be among the l0west in the world 
when they go into effect March I. Rents per 
room will range from I ,500 to 7,650 francs 
($3 to $15.30). 

The new rate was calculated at about ten 
to fifteen percent of income. 

Still lower ceilings will be established for 
certain categories. These include deductions 
of ten to twenty percent for homes distant 
from the center of town; and up to forty and 
fifty percent for the families of victims of 

Above, revolutionary leader Ahmed Ben Bella, center, with 
children orphaned in Algerian independence war against 
French colonial rule, 1963. Left, Berber women in Kabylia 
greet Ben Bella in pro-revolution rally the same year. Com
munist publication World Outlook described how a workers 
and farmers government arose in Algeria, and how work
ing people used it to take initial steps in land reform, slash 
rents, establish more control on the job in factories, and 
other far-reaching social measures heading in an anticapi
talist direction. They also successfully repelled an imperi
alist-backed invasion by the Moroccan regime. 

the war and veterans. 
It is calculated that rent ceilings on the 

average will thus be ten to twenty percent 
lower than under French imperialist rule. 
The action of the Ben Bella government 
follows the precedent set by the Castro re
gime, which slashed rents by fifty percent 
after coming to power. 

From The Internationalist, March 6, 1963 
The Truth About Aid 
to Algeria's War Orphans 

PARIS, March 4-Few people care-re
ally care-it seems, about the fate of 
Algeria's war orphans. Rich America and 
prosperous France have slipped inspired sto
ries into the capitalist press that they are 
about to give all kinds of help to Algeria, 
which will include help, it goes without say
ing, to those most desperately in need. Not 
in any rush, however. 

Some radicals--even some socialists
who pride themselves on their capacity to 
sympathize with human suffering, display 
an attit'l.lde that is not much different. They 
seem to find it inconvenient to organize even 
a small campaign of aid. 

Thus it would appear that Algeria's war 
orphans, the tens of thousands of the most 
pitiful victims of history's most savage co
lonial war, have been abandoned by the out
side world and are even being disregarded 
by certain officials in Algeria itself. 

These are the facts that came out at a 
press conference held by three young 
people [who] headAlgeria's national orga
nization for war orphans, "El Djil el 
Djadid." In reply to what the press might 
do about the situation, one of them said: 
"Our aim in meeting with you today was to 
raise a cry of alarm. We propose to orga
nize a national and international campaign. 
We repeat then, we count on the press to 
take an active part in the defense of these 
children who form part of the framework 
of the reconstruction of the country and the 

building of socialism." 

From The Internationalist, April 4, 1963 
Important New Measures in Algeria 

PARIS-On March 29 the Algerian gov
ernment enacted into law a number of mea
sures that were initiated during past months 
in various sectors of the country's economy. 
Thus another essential step was taken on the 
road of Algeria's development toward so
cialism. The two-part decree involves the 
"organization and management of vacated 
industrial enterprises and agricultural under
takings" and the "division of the revenue 
from undertakings and enterprises under 
self-management."' 

In addition, o~ the same night, the Alge
rian authorities took over some huge proper
ties which were not at all "vacated"; particu
larly the immense Trappe farms held by Henri 
Borgeaud, who for many years made and 
unmade the governor generals sent by France 
to Algeria. The properties nationalized in this 

Continued on Page 15 

1 As French colonialists left Algeria in the final 
months of the independence war, peasants and 
workers began to organize "self-management 
committees" to administer them. With the fields 
full of crops, peasants organized efforts to bring 
in the harvest, and soon their committees con
trolled large sections ofland throughout the coun
try. A similar process took place in the factories 
abandoned by French owners and managers. 

The Ben Bella government responded by le
galizing and supporting the factory and peasant 
committees. In 1963 the revolutionary leadership 
launched a campaign to hold democratic elec
tions to the self-management bodies. Slates of 
candidates nominated by trade unions or any 
group of 1 0 workers or more were registered by 
an electoral commission and posted three days 
prior to the elections, which were held by secret 
ballot. World Outlook reported at the time, 
"Thanks to this electoral campaign for the demo
cratic reorganization of self-management, many 
farms and factories now have regularly and demo
cratically constituted bodies of self-manage
ment." 



Protests against sharp 
social crisis erupt in 
Dominican Republic 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

NEWYORK-Protests against police bru
tality and the deepening social and economic 
crisis have exploded in a half dozen cities 
and towns in the Dominican Republic. 

The latest rounds of protests began May 
12 when police killed Ruben Dario in 
Capotillo, a working-class neighborhood in 
the northern part of Santo Domingo, the 
capital city. 

The cops fatally shot Dario while he was 
reading a newspaper at his front door, ac
cording to the Spanish-language daily Hoy, 
published in New York. The Dominican 
Human Rights Committee charged that he 
was killed because he had managed to avoid 
an April 24 police operation to capture po
litical activists. Abel Rojas, a community 
leader, was arrested in that action. 

prudent," claimed police spokesperson Ma
jor Nelson Rosario, "But we will not be pu
sillanimous in the face of vandalism and dis
turbance of peace and tranquillity." He 
threatened that the cops would "employ all 
the power they consider necessary." 

Fidel Santana, national spokesperson of 
FALPO, denied that demonstrators have 
been armed. From police custody he 
charged that it is the cops themselves who 
have infiltrated demonstrations to make it 
look like the protesters are violent. Their ob
jective, Santana said, "was to create scape
goats so that they can continue repressing" 
the protest actions. 

Some 20 leaders of FALPO have been 
detained by the police for having called for 
protests demanding the release of those ar
rested during the past week. 

Residents of Capotillo neighborhood in Santo Domingo protest May 26 police raid 

Capotillo, a traditional center of working
class militancy, has been occupied by the 
police, the National Directorate of Drug 
Control, and police SWAT teams. Accord
ing to Hoy, "Since 4:00 a.m. on May 26, 
SWAT, drug agents, and antiriot police pa-

trois occupied the streets" ofCapotillo, bra
zenly entering homes. As of June 1 the cops 
were still posted at all the entrances to the 
neighborhood and have arrested dozens of 
youth. The police and army have also occu
pied neighborhoods in Navarrete and Licey. 

Neighborhood residents took to the 
streets immediately, protesting the killing 
and demanding the removal of Maj. Gen. 
Pedro de Jesus Candelier, the chief of the 
National Police, who is widely hated. Since 
the start of the protests five people in 
Capotillo have been killed and more than 
200 arrested. 

Cincinnati rally condemns killing by cops 

Candelier, a graduate of the U.S. School 
of the Americas, was named chief of police 
two years ago under the government of 
President Leone! Fernandez of the Domini
can Liberation Party (PLD). 

The current president, Hipolito Mejia of 
the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), 
promised to bring to justice those respon
sible for the killings in Capotillo, but kept 
Candelier in his post. The police chief tried 
to defend the killings, claiming the victims 
"are not little angels." Over the past two 
years, more than 400 people have been 
killed by the police. 

Three days after Dario's death, protests 
against electrical blackouts and the lack of 
drinking water began in Santiago, in the 
north ofthe country, and Neyba in the south. 
There have also been protests in San 
Cristobal, 22 miles southeast of Santo Do
mingo. The widespread and unpredictable 
blackouts and the general deterioration of 
basic services have generated increasing 
outrage in working-class neighborhoods and 
rural areas of this Caribbean nation over the 
years. 

36-hour blackouts 
According to El Nacional, a daily news

paper in Santo Domingo, blackouts-some 
for up to 36 hours at a time-are increas
ingly common throughout the country "in 
spite of the fact that electrical generation 
exceeds the demand." In many cases the 
electric company claims that it has to cut 
off electricity to whole neighborhoods be
cause people are not paying their bills. 

Several people were wounded in attacks 
by the cops in Navarrete, where protesters 
were demanding more schools, roads, and 
public works programs. The Broad Front 
of Popular Struggle (FALPO) organized 
strike actions, which also included a de
mand for "more equitable" distribution of 
power outages. 

The cops accused demonstrators in 
Navarrete of firing on them with automatic 
weapons. "Until now the police have been 
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BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 
AND VAL LIBBY 

CINCINNATI-Some 2,000 people 
marched here June 2 demanding justice for 
Timothy Thomas, a 19-year-old Black youth 
gunned down April 7 by the police. One of 
largest recent protests against killings by cops 
in the city, the march included unionists, high 
school and college students, community ac
tivists, and clergy. The march also drew some 
participants from other cities, including 
Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, New York, Los 
Angeles, and Newark, New Jersey. 

"Our union has always supported actions 
against police brutality," said Veronica 
Davis, a member of Service Employees In
ternational Union (SEIU) Local 1199, who 
participated in the march. "It is atrocious 
the way Black youth are being killed by the 
police. These killings would not be toler
ated for any other segment of' the popula
tion. There is no value to Black life." 

The March for Justice was kicked off by 
a rally downtown, as the predominantly 
youthful crowd gathered to hear several 
speakers, despite the rain. "I pray my son 
will be the last one to die, but I don't think 
he will be," said Angela Leisure, mother of 
Timothy Thomas. "Who will be the next 
parent to lose their child?" 

Leisure thanked participants at the rally 
for "standing up for justice." 

Several youth addressed the rally. One of 
them, 14-year-old Derrick Blasingame, re
marked, "We were not rioting, we were re
belling," referring to how previous media 
reports of protests against Thomas's death 
were described as "riots." 

Baldemar Velazquez, president of the 
Farm Labor Organizing Committee, also 
spoke at the rally. 

As the march proceeded from downtown 
Cincinnati, protesters chanted, "When the 
cops attack, we fight back," "No justice, no 
peace, no racist police," and "Get those ani
mals off the horses," pointing to cops on 
horseback. Many people carried banners, 
placards, and homemade signs. 

"Police brutality has been going on in 
Cincinnati for a very long time. I remember 
it from the time I was a small child," said 
Derek Edwards, a hotel worker. "People 
close to me have been shot and killed by 
the police. It's about time we demonstrated." 

Mel Stormer said the march was his first 
protest. "I started about six or eight weeks 
ago, by joining in the Freedom Fridays, 
when people picket outside the courthouse 
to protest the injustice in the justice system." 

"This was a resounding statement by 
those of us who came from many areas that 
police brutality is not going to go unchal
lenged," said Cheryl LaBash, a 51-year-old 
construction inspector from Detroit. She 
said the march showed "the reality that there 
is and can be unity against racism." 

Lucia Palmarini, 17, from Walnut Hills 
High School, said her group, the Cincinnati 
Radical Youth, was trying to reach out to 
different schools to fight racial injustice. 
''This rally is good," she said. "There has 
not been anything strong enough" to stop 
police violence. 

While thousands marched in the streets 

against cop violence another event took 
place at the Allen Temple A.M.E. Church, 
organized by the newly formed African 
American Political Caucus. About 400 
people attended the meeting, which included 
Democratic Party politicians who are Black, 
such as former Cincinnati mayor Dwight 
Tillery. He called on the participants to "take 
up the ballot" to stop police violence. 

Youth charged with rioting and robbery 
In a related development, Hamilton 

County prosecutor Michael Allen has filed 
charges against two of the more than 60 
Black youth arrested during protests against 
the killing ofThomas. A 14-year-old and a 
15-year-old have been charged with two 
counts each of aggravated riot and robbery. 
The first charge stemmed from an incident 
in which a white truck driver, Robert Stearns 
ofLouisville,Kentucky, was pulled from his 
truck and beaten. The second charge 
stemmed from the destruction of a hot dog 
stand. 

The 14-year-old, who was 13 at the time 
of the incidents, could be held in juvenile 
detention until he is 21 years old. Allen is 
pushing to try the 15-year-old as an adult 
and has added two other charges, "ethnic 
intimidation" and abduction. According to 
the Cincinnati Enquirer, "The abduction 
charge is for allegedly restraining the truck 
driver during the April 10 incident." The 
charges of aggravated riot and robbery could 
result in an eight-year prison sentence if the 

youth is tried as an adult. 
Thomas was shot and killed by cop 

Stephen Roach April 7 after being chased 
into an alley in the Over-the-Rhine area, a 
predominantly Black neighborhood. The 
cops justified the killing by saying that Tho
mas had run away from them when they 
sought to arrest him, and by citing Thomas's 
alleged record of misdemeanors, including 
several citations for not wearing a seat belt. 

The young man's death has sparked con
tinued mobilizations that have placed a na
tional spotlight on police brutality in Cincin
nati and on the fact that 15 Black men have 
been killed by the cops here since 1995, with 
Thomas being the fourth since November. 

The mayor responded to the initial pro
tests by declaring a state of emergency in 
the city, imposing a dusk to dawn curfew, 
and tarring the protesters as "rioters" and 
"looters." More than 852 people were ar
rested in a matter of days. 

The curfew created hardships for those 
who live and work in working-class neigh
borhoods. "Many of our union members who 
work in inner-city nursing homes were tom 
between going to work and risking getting 
picked up by the cops or staying home and 
losing a day's pay," said Veronica Davis, who 
is SEIU secretary treasurer in Cincinnati. 

Curfew violators in Black neighborhoods 
were roughed up and hauled off to jail. How
ever, local residents report, nothing has hap
pened to curfew violators in Mount Adams, 
a middle-class suburb. 

Auto workers in South Korea 
oppose threatened mass layoffs 
BY HILDA CUZCO 

Thousands of auto workers in south Ko
rea rallied June 2 against the announced sale 
of Daewoo Motor Company to General 
Motors. GM, the world's largest automaker, 
has submitted a bid to purchase the south 
Korean automaker, which workers expect 
will lead to massive layoffs. The unions have 
called for a national strike for June 12 to 
oppose the•threatened layoffs and protest the 
government's pro-employer policies. 

In front of the GM headquarters in Seoul, 
the capital, 3,000 unionists chanted their 
opposition to the projected takeover. The 
auto workers union at Daewoo and the Ko
rean Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU) held a press conference, where they 
announced a boycott against GM car sales 
in south Korea. 

The same day 10,000 KCTU union mem
bers demonstrated in Seoul against the 
government's austerity measures as they 
battled against an attack by the riot police. 
The protest also condemned police violence 
against workers at Daewoo 's Pupyong plant, 
west of Seoul, where dozens were seriously 
injured during an April 10 demonstration. 

On May 30 outside Daewoo's Inchon 
plant, unionists held an angry rally. "Stop 
the sale of Daewoo Motor," they chanted. 
The unionists there have held daily protests 

since February, when Daewoo laid off 1, 7 50 
workers in hopes of cutting costs. 

Daewoo, Korea's third-largest automaker, 
has sunk into debt since the 1997-98Asian 
currency crisis. The company's total debt 
amounts to $9.3 billion, mostly owed to the 
Korea Development Bank (KDB). In April 
Daewoo reported increased profits after lay
ing off 7,000 of the 22,000 workers em
ployed by the company last year. 

GM presented its purchase bid to the 
KDB on May 30, offering between $1 bil
lion and $2 billion for Daewoo, which has 
plants in 12 countries with a total of 50,000 
workers. GM has demanded that the gov
ernment grant it tax breaks, debt forgive
ness, and "flexibility" in hiring practices. 

"Down with Kim Dae-jung's government 
neglecting livelihood of workers," chanted 
thousands of unionists at the June 1 rally in 
Seoul, referring to the south Korean president. 

A delegation of two workers at Daewoo 
Motor and three KCTU members traveled 
to Detroit, at the invitation of the United 
Auto Workers union in the United States, to 
protest at GM's June 5 shareholders meet
ing against the purchase ofDaewoo Motor. 

In a joint statement, several bosses' or
ganizations threatened the unions with pu
nitive measures should they continue with 
the June 12 general strike. 
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Algerians protest government repression 
Continued from front page 
debt to the imperialist banks. Half of the 
country's population is 18 years old or 
younger. 

The march in the capital of Algiers of 
some 300,000 people, many of them farm
ers and women from the region, was called 
by the Socialist Forces Front, the larger of 
the two main opposition parties in Algeria. 

This was the largest protest inAlgiers since 
1992 when the French government prodded 
the ruling National Liberation Front (FLN) 
to annul the results of the national elections 
won by the Islamic Salvation Front. Citing 
the danger of "Islamic fundamentalism" a 
military junta took over the government. 
During the civil war that has ensued more 
than 100,000 people have been killed. 

The march in the capital took place on 
the heels of 1 0 days of widespread demon
strations, including one ofhundreds of thou
sands in Tizi Ouzou, the capital ofKabylia, 
called by a coordinating committee repre
senting the leadership councils of villages, 
towns, and cities. 

Ten thousand women chanting, "Don't 
touch our children," carrying long black 
cloths to symbolize mourning, and holding 
up photos of Algerians killed by the gov
ernment, marched May 24 in Tizi Ouzou. 
They were led by the mother and grand
mother of the high school student killed in 
police custody. Another large march of 
women took place June 3 in Bejaia, the sec
ond largest city in Kabylia, organized by a 
provisional committee ofBejaia women. 

At the Bouzareah University campus in 
Algiers a student demonstration was bru
tally repressed May 29 by order of the uni
versity rector. The students regrouped and 
broke through police barricades. 

Several thousand doctors and other medi
cal personnel wearing their white coats 
marched May 30, stopping for a moment of 
silence at the morgue to commemorate those 
killed at the hands of the gendarmes. Their 
march was attacked by the cops' 
antibarricade truck and sprayed with high
pressure water. Doctors told the reporter for 
the French daily Le Figaro that emergency 
rooms had been swamped with injured 
youth. "Many of the victims were shot in 
the back," said one surgeon. After the doc
tors' protest, government forces lobbed tear 
gas grenades into a hospital. 

The conflict is widespread, with daily 
clashes occurring not only in cities, but in 
towns and villages of Kabylia. On May 31 
in the town of Tadmait, during a huge fu
neral procession for 29-year-old Mohamed 
Hamidechi, gendarmes shouted obscenities 
at women in the march. When young people 
responded with a hail of stones, the gen
darmes charged them, killing one and in
juring 10, all shot in the back. In the clash 
one gendarme was killed with an ax. 

Similar conflicts broke out on the same 
day in Draa Ben Khedda and the main vil
lage of Tirmitine municipality. All stores 
were shut in Ain El Hammam, where five 
demonstrators were injured. In Boghni, 
demonstrators occupied unassigned public 
housing. In the town of Amizour, 5,000 
people who marched from a high school 
skirmished with police. Organizers called 
for Berbers to "maintain citizen mobiliza-
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tion until the end of the struggle for which 
the young people of Kabylia had fallen." 

Some 30,000 people, chanting "No par
don" and demanding that the Berber lan
guage Tamizight be made an official national 
language marched in Souk El Tenine June 3 
in response to a call by the coordinating body 
of neighborhood committees for a one-day 
general strike. All activity except public 
health and transportation services was shut 
down. Five people have been injured there 
in recent attacks by gendarmes. 

On May 29 a group of Arab intellectuals 
declared that "all of Algeria has affirmed its 
solidarity with Kabylia and has embraced 
the demands for dignity, respect of the rights 
of citizens, civil liberties, and the rule of 
law." The coordinating body of local 
leaderships is calling for a march in Algiers 
against Bouteflika. The date will be set at a 
June 4 meeting of the group, which is also 
planning a mass meeting at a stadium in Tizi 
Ouzou June 7. 

Restrictions on press and free speech 
Journalists organized a "day without the 

press" and a march and sit-in of several 
thousand to protest government attacks. The 
action also condemned changes in the pe
nal code adopted by the Algerian national 
assembly May 16. The measure imposes 
stiff penalties for "defamation" of the gov
ernment by the press and for "subversive" 
sermons by imams in the mosques. 

Some delegates ofbourgeois parties in the 
national assembly opposed the free speech 
restriction. The Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
boycotted the vote, while the other main 
opposition party, the Regroupment for Cul
ture and Democracy (RCD) voted against 
the measure. The RCD is closely allied with 
the Berber Cultural Movement and partici
pated in the coalition government until re
cently. It withdrew as antigovernment pro
tests spread, threatening its credibility. 
Other opposition parties whose delegates 
voted against the repressive law include 
those from two Islamist parties, Society for 
Peace Movement and En N ahda; and the 
Workers Party, which is associated with the 
Fourth International. 

The FFS, whose president Hocine Ait 
Ahmed resides in Switzerland, is a social 
democratic party and an affiliate of the So
cialist International. Ahmed was among 
those who formed the party in 1963 and 
sought unsuccessfully to foment a rebellion 
against the workers and farmers government 
led by Ahmed Ben Bella. The Ben Bella 
government responded to the FFS attack and 
a simultaneous military aggression by the 

pro-imperialist Moroccan monarchy by 
mobilizing workers and farmers and con
tinuing nationalizations of industry and ini
tiation of a land reform. The FFS-led "re
volt" quickly fizzled. 

In addition to bourgeois opposition forces 
striving to capitalize on the widespread out
rage over the recent police killings and dete
riorating economic conditions, several impe
rialist governments have voiced "concern" 
over the repressive actions of the government. 
This partly stems from the fact that despite 
the overthrow of the workers and farmers 
government in 1965 the FLN avoided out
right subservience to imperialism and charted 
a foreign policy course that aligned the coun
try with a number of anti-imperialist 
struggles. While maintaining relations with 
Washington, Paris, and other major powers, 
and keeping the country open for foreign 
exploitation, the FLN has not had the coziest 
of relations with imperialist governments. 

Government concessions 
When the protests began, President 

Bouteflika initially took the tact of publicly 
ignoring them and then called for an "inde
pendent" inquiry, a proposal protesters have 
rejected. Bouteflika then threatened to pun
ish instigators of what government officials 
refer to as the "riots." 

In face of extended demonstrations, the 
government has now retreated slightly and 
tried to appear more conciliatory. Bouteflika 
postponed the graduate exams until Septem
ber, something which the students, who have 
been active in the protests, have been de
manding. He also said the role of the Berber 
language, Tamazight, would be reconsidered 
in the next revision of the constitution. The 

government also withdrew more than 600 
gendarmes "in an effort to reestablish a re
lationship of confidence with the popula
tion." However, the head of the national 
police said it was to relieve those who were 
"physically and psychologically ex
hausted"-itself a registration of the effec
tiveness of the protests. The government sent 
military reinforcement and helicopters to 
Tizi Ouzou. Bouteflika reshuffled his cabi
net and expressed "deepest regrets for the 
tragic consequences" of the "events." The 
National Gendarme command announced 
June 1 it had jailed two auxiliary gendarmes 
for using weapons illegally, and another was 
arrested for injuring a civilian. 

The struggle against repression in Kabylia 
has provided an important break from the 
demobilizing impact ofthe civil war, allow
ing tens of thousands to come into action. 
The June 2 Financial Times noted the "popu
lar challenge this time comes from a non
Islamist opposition, adding to the pressure 
of the Islamist insurgency, and leaving the 
regime at a loss for containment measures." 

A month ago the Bouteflika regime initi
ated a program to stimulate the economy fol
lowing five years of"stabilization" measures, 
such as cuts in social services, privatization 
of public enterprises, and other steps to keep 
up with foreign debt payments at the expense 
of workers and farmers. The government pro
posals are meeting opposition. The head of 
the national oil workers union pointed out 
the planned expenditures "don't create jobs, 
but only fund equipment purchases." 
Algeria's oil reserves, much of which are 
sulfur-free, are estimated to be more than 9 
billion barrels. The country ranks seventh in 
the world in natural gas reserves. 
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Algeria and the class struggle in France 
Printed below is an excerpt from 

Capitalism's World Disorder: Working
Class Politics at the Millennium by Jack 
Barnes. It is taken from the chapter titled 
"So Far From God, So Close to Orange 
County," based on a talk to a regional 
socialist educational conference in Los 
Angeles held over the 1994-95 New Year's 
weekend. The report was later discussed 
and adopted by the SWP's 38th National 
Convention in July 1995. Copyright © 
1999 by Pathfinder Press, reprinted by 
permission. Subheadings are by the Mili
tant. 

BY JACK BARNES 
The same kind of argument over immi

gration is going on among the rulers in 
France as here in California and across the 
United States. The rightists are beating the 

BOOK OF 
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drums, and they are getting a wider echo 
across the spectrum of bourgeois politics. 
Should Algerians and other immigrants be 
able to go to school? Should limits be put 
on their"foreign" attire? 1 Should they have 
access to hospitals and health care? Should 
they have pension rights and receive unem
ployment and welfare benefits? 

These are the same issues you argue and 
discuss right here in southern California 
every week. 

A civil war has been widening and deep
ening in Algeria since early 1992. We would 
never know this from reading the newspa
pers here in the United States, however, or 
from watching television. There has been a 
flurry of coverage this month about the hi
jacking of an Air France jet, which ended 
with French government commandos kill
ing all four Algerians involved in the take
over. But that is about all we as workers in 
the United States are likely to find out. 

Yet an average of eight hundred people 
each week have been killed in that conflict 
in the recent period-thirty thousand in all 
over the past three years. I find that figure 
mind-boggling-it is two-thirds the num
ber of U.S. soldiers killed in action during 
the entire Vietnam war. But those are the 
figures reported in the Financial Times of 
London and elsewhere.2 To the big-busi
ness press, nonetheless, it is thirty thousand 
Arabs, thirty thousand Muslims, thirty thou
sand fanatics. "Who's gonna miss 'em?" 
That is truly their attitude. 

The civil war in Algeria, moreover, is in 
large part the product of the imperialist for
eign policy of the capitalist rulers in France, 
the country's former colonial overlord. In 
December 1991, Paris collaborated with the 
government in Algiers to annul the results 
of the national elections there. The specter 
of "Islamic fundamentalism" sweeping 
across North Africa was used as the pretext. 
The French rulers were concerned because 
the bourgeois opposition party that had won 
the first round-the Islamic Salvation 
Front-was insufficiently deferential to the 
language and culture of Paris's propertied 
class. Such a regime promised to be less 
pliant and less subservient to the economic 
and political demands of French imperial
Ism. 

A military junta took command in Alge
ria, and France's Socialist Party president 
Fran<;ois Mitterrand acted on behalf of the 
ruling capitalist families to arm the new re
gime in Algiers with attack helicopters and 
other weaponry to use against its opponents. 
This was not a new departure for the social 
democrats in France. They were also the 
dominant party in the government just after 
World War II that dispatched troops to hold 
on to French colonies in Algeria and 

1 In I 994 Paris barred Islamic girls from wear
ing headscarves in school. Later, in April 1995, 
the French government banned a book entitled 
The Licit and Illicit in Islam by Youssef 
Qaradhawi. The Interior Ministry said the book 
could "cause dangers for public order because 
of its clearly antic Western tone and ideas con
trary to the laws and fundamental values of the 
republic." 

2 The human toll had reached an estimated 
75,000 by mid-1998. 

fought in recent years and initially 
think: well, these all seem to be con
flicts between imperialist powers 
and colonial countries, as in the Gulf 
War; or between big powers and op
pressed peoples, as in Moscow's as
sault against Chechnya; or civil wars 
between rival ruling groups in co
lonial countries or weaker workers 
states, as in Angola or in Yugosla
via. If we look a little more care
fully, however, we can also see the 
mounting social tensions in world 
politics that lead to growing nation
alist demagogy and rightist move
ments in the imperialist countries. 
We can see the class polarization 
that can and will fuel the war 
party-the nonpartisan bourgeois 
war party-in all the centers of fi
nance capital. And we can recognize 
the threat of interimperialist armed 
conflicts and wars that can set hu
manity on the path toward a world 
conflagration. 

Demonstrators during recent wave of protests against government repression in Kabylia,Aige
ria. The civil war in Algeria is in large part the product of the imperialist foreign policy of the 
capitalist rulers in France, the country's former colonial overlord. And North African immi
gration is changing the face of politics within France. 

We must learn to spot the signifi
cance of occurrences that might at 
first seem accidental or unrelated to 
broader political developments. To 
cite one example, take the events 
this year marking the fiftieth anni-
versary of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki-one of 

Indochina; the pro-Moscow French Com
munist Party, too, held posts in that govern
ment and backed its colonial policies. In the 
mid-1950s, a Socialist Party-led coalition 
regime again pressed the bloody but losing 
war to suppress Algerian freedom fighters. 
(Mitterrand, in fact, was the interior minis
ter, or top cop, in that government.) 

Because of the attraction by capital of 
accelerating labor flows over the past sev
eral decades, these civil conflicts and class 
tensions in Algeria come right into France, 
right into the former colonial power itself. 
There are one million Algerians or people 
of Algerian origin in France today. Immi
grants from North Africa and other predomi
nantly Muslim countries make up about 5 
percent of the population, a substantially 
larger percentage in Paris and in cities across 
southern France, and a much larger percent
age of the working class. 

With official unemployment at around 12 
percent in France, the same kind of anti-im
migrant scapegoating is on the rise there that 
we hear from Patrick Buchanan here in the 
United States. "Save American jobs!" "Save 
French jobs!" Just as in the United States, such 
nationalist demagogy is on the increase in 
France, including in the officialdom ofthe so
cial democratic- and Stalinist-led parties and 
umons. 

The French rulers are also continuing to 
press their defense of the franc fort-that 
is, keeping interest rates high in order to 
keep the franc strong, pegged to the Ger
man mark. That deflationary policy puts the 
squeeze on anybody who works for a living 
in France or who needs a job, whatever their 
national origin. But it serves the class inter
ests of most of those who own and control 
wealth, and all of those who own bonds and 
hold debt. 

Borders more valued by bourgeoisie 
National boundaries are more important 

to the bourgeoisie today than at any time in 
history, just as they are becoming more po
rous than ever before. Forget the hoopla 
about European unity, the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, the World Trade 
Organization, and the United Nations. To 
the most powerful ruling families of world 
finance capital, borders are becoming more 
important, not less. 

Why? Because national boundaries mark 
off two things the capitalist rulers need in 
order to maximize their wealth and protect 
it in face of rising competition. 

One, boundaries define currencies. The 
borders of France define the area in which 
the franc is legal tender, backed by the full 
faith and credit of the state. The French 
bourgeoisie's effort to keep the franc strong 
is important if they are to keep capital flow
ing into their coffers, not out. 

Second, boundaries define the home base 
of the bourgeoisies' armed forces. The 
French army stands behind the franc; that 
is the power that makes the franc more than 
a piece of paper when push comes to shove. 
French bankers do not want a devalued franc 
when it comes time to collect on their loans; 
the bourgeois state and its armed forces are 

the ultimate collection agency. It defends 
French finance capital against its rivals 
around the world and against the effron
tery of working people from Paris to 
Rwanda, from Lyons to Martinique and 
Guadeloupe, and from New Caledonia to 
Marseilles. 

The greatest single contradiction in 
world politics is the internationalization of 
both capital and labor, on the one hand, 
and, on the other, the growing conflicts 
among the most powerfully armed nation
states as a result of intensifying competi
tion for profits. Marx and Engels explained 
this fundamental contradiction of capital
ism many years ago, and Lenin and the Bol
sheviks taught us why these conflicts are 
much more explosive and much more dev
astating for working people in the imperi
alist epoch. 

We might look at the wars that have been 

the most horrible crimes in the history of 
the U.S. ruling class. Stop and think for a 
moment about the decision by the U.S. 
postal service to issue a stamp depicting a 
mushroom cloud with the caption, "Atomic 
bombs hasten war's end, August 1945." The 
Clinton administration finally bowed to the 
outcry from world public opinion and with
drew the stamp. But it had already been de
signed and was ready to be issued in Sep
tember 1995. 

The stamp is not an isolated incident. In 
recent years, the U.S. rulers have been striv
ing to reaffirm not only that the war with 
Japan was a just war, but also that unleash
ing nuclear terror against the populations of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki was justified to 
save the lives of U.S. soldiers. There con
tinues to be a firm bipartisan consensus to 
brook no retreat from Washington's official 
rationale for this heinous act. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO--

THE MILITANT 
June 11, 1976 

SALT LAKE CITY -More than 400 
Chicano activists gathered here May 28 for 
three days of intensive discussion ofthe ide
ology and program necessary to win 
Chicano liberation. 

The conference registered the deepening 
conviction among Chicano activists that lib
eration can not be achieved within the 
framework of the capitalist system. 

A wide spectrum of political ideologies 
and tendencies were present. It is signifi
cant that despite the deepgoing differences 
between various participants and the hostil
ity that has marked some of their relation
ships, a comradely atmosphere prevailed 
throughout the entire weekend. 

The main conference discussion was car
ried on a series of workshops. The two prin
cipal ones were titled: Ideology-What Di
rection Will the Chicano Movement Take? 
and Organization and Action-How Shall 
We Get There? 

In both sets of workshops many panel
ists and participants from the floor spoke of 
the need for an anticapitalist perspective. 
Among those taking this stand were several 
leading figures from La Raza Unida parties 
(RUP) in the Southwest. 

There was strong sentiment for indepen
dent political action in opposition to the 
Republicans and Democrats. Perhaps the 
largest single grouping at the conference 
were the Raza Unida party activists, who 
argued effectively that the partido be rec
ognized and supported as the political arm 
of the Chicano movement. 

Dr. Armando Gutierrez, a leading figure 
in the Texas RUP, urged the participants to 
consider the relevance of Marxism to the 
Chicano struggle. He explained why he did 
not see Marxism as contradictory to Chicano 
nationalism. 

TH£ MILITANT 
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June 18, 1951 

It was only a few years ago that the big 
majority of the 90,000 Ford workers at the 
Detroit River Rouge plant believed that the 
Ford empire was invincible. 

And yet on June 23, Ford Local600, the 
largest local union in the world, will hold a 
mass meeting celebrating its I Oth anniver
sary. 

The foundation of this powerful local 
union is indeed worthy of commemoration. 
Ford, with Bethlehem Steel, was the last of 
the great mass production fortresses to fall 
to the irresistible organizing drive of the 
CIO. 

Henry Ford had repeatedly flouted the 
union's organizing efforts with the flat state
ment that he would never sign a union con
tract. His staff of brass-knuckled gangsters 
called the "service department"-3,000 
strong-beat down union efforts with physi
cal terror. 

Workers were mercilessly driven on the 
production lines: if a man put on a union 
button he was escorted out the plant gate, 
given a brutal beating, and fired. The des
potic Ford ran his plant like a potentate, 
and the overworked, fearful and intimi
dated workers were all but convinced that 
this was one company the union could not 
overcome. 

But on April 2, 1941, the mile-square 
Ford factory was humbled by the workers' 
solidarity. Workers poured from the dozens 
of plants gates and formed a picket line of 
30,000. The four main highways leading to 
the plant were blockaded by automobile 
barricades. No one could get near the plant 
without union permission. 

In a few moments after the strike began it 
was clear that nothing on earth could defeat 
the new-found unity of the Ford workers. 

June 18, 2001 The Militant 13 
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Justice for the Charleston Five 
As the Militant goes to press, unionists from around 

the country, joined by other workers and young people, 
are preparing to get on buses and converge on Columbia, 
South Carolina, to demand the state government drop 
frame-up charges against the Charleston Five, members 
of the International Longshoremen's Association (ILA). 

These dockworkers, who face felony "rioting" and 
"conspiracy" charges with penalties of up to 10 years in 
prison, are guilty of nothing more than standing up to 
union-busting, racism, and police brutality. It is in the in
terests of all workers, farmers, opponents of racism, and 
defenders of democratic rights to join the fight to win jus
tice for them. 

The attempt by Nordana Lines to use nonunion labor, 
which the ILA defendants were protesting when 600 cops 
rioted and attacked them on Jan. 20, 2000, is part of the 
worldwide offensive of the shipping industry bosses to 
speed up production, cut crew size, and lower wages. In 
late March, some II ,000 Brazilian dockworkers at the 
port of Santos went on strike for 15 days to protest the 
government's sell-off of the port facilities. In New Jersey, 
the pro-employer Waterfront Commission of New York 
Harbor is challenging the ILA's right to organize 
dockworkers in the port of Newark. 

The fight against union-busting on the Charleston docks 
is intertwined not only with the fight to unionize the South 
but with broader social struggles. Just days before the 
police attack, many members of the mostly Black ILA 
Local 1422 had joined a 50,000-strong Martin Luther King 

Day march in Columbia to demand the Confederate battle 
flag be removed from the statehouse. 

The campaign to defend the dockworkers has struck a 
chord among working people nationwide, and internation
ally too. The call by the AFL-CIO to unions everywhere 
to support and join the June 9 Columbia rally is a wel
come encouragement to broaden the fight. 

Not only do many workers sense the important stakes 
in this battle for justice. So do the employer class and its 
government. South Carolina state attorney general Charles 
Condon has vowed to prosecute the dockworkers "vigor
ously" and to defend the "right of South Carolina citizens 
to refuse to join a labor union"-that is, to defend the 
bosses' "right" to freely exploit workers. 

The resistance by the workers in South Carolina is part 
of a pattern of growing resistance by workers and farmers 
to the assault carried out by the U.S. rulers. These struggles 
range from the uranium and coal miners demanding medi
cal treatment and compensation for the sickness and death 
wreaked on them by the mining bosses, to workers refus
ing to give up their fight against racist police violence from 
Cincinnati to Miami, to farmers defending their land and 
ability to make a living, to immigrant workers saying no to 
the brutality and terror tactics of the deportation police. 

These struggles can be tapped effectively to reinforce 
the fight for justice for the framed-up longshore workers, 
which in tum can inspire others facing similar attacks. 

Let us act to demand: Drop the frame-up charges against 
the Charleston Five! 

No to the death penalty! 
Under the banner of fighting "terrorism" and espionage, 

the wealthy rulers of the United States are seeking to wield 
the death penalty more readily as a political weapon of 
terror against working people. 

The U.S. government is pushing to use the death pen
alty on several related fronts-in the spy trial of former 
FBI agent Robert Hanssen, the execution of Timothy 
Me Veigh, and the case of four men kidnapped from abroad 
and convicted in a U.S. court for the 1998 bombing of 
two U.S. embassies in Africa. 

To win support for the first federal execution since 1963, 
the U.S. government chose Timothy McVeigh, an 
ultrarightist convicted of the Oklahoma City bombings, 
as an easy target. The temporary postponement of 
McVeigh's execution, after the FBI admitted it had with
held thousands of pages of documents containing evidence 
that neither the defense lawyer nor the jury had been able 
to review, was used to Washington's advantage. U.S. offi
cials are proclaiming that the postponement shows the "fair
ness" of the judicial system, while at the same time using 
the FBI's routine trampling of rights as a precedent to use 
"secret evidence" in cases against anyone accused of being 
a terrorist. Meanwhile, the big-business media has sought 
to whip up a pro-death penalty campaign, with headlines 
screaming, "It's time to die" and "Get the needle ready." 

A parallel move against democratic rights--Dne that 
working people should speak out against-is the seizure 
in Africa, and the trial and conviction in the United States, 
of four men accused of the 1998 bombing of the U.S. 
embassies in Tanzania and Kenya. By kidnapping citi-

zens of other countries, the U.S. government seeks to as
sert its prerogative to intervene in and violate other na
tions' sovereignty. The FBI conducted interrogations de
nying the accused their right to legal representation and 
protection against self-incrimination. This is the first time 
the death penalty is sought against "foreigners" on charges 
stemming from events abroad. The violation of rights was 
so blatant that it has sparked a storm of controversy in 
South Africa, where one of the four, a Tanzanian citizen. 
was turned over to the FBI. 

Similarly, the Hanssen case is the first in which Wash
ington is seeking to execute someone accused of espio
nage since they killed Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in 1953 
during the antilabor witch-hunt. 

There should be no mistake about who is the ultimate 
target of this campaign for the death penalty in the name 
of fighting terrorism and spying. It is workers and farm
ers-and anyone else who stands up to the assault by the 
employers and the billionaires' government. The moves 
by the U.S. rulers to undercut democratic rights and to 
rely more and more on their cops, courts, prisons, and 
executions-both official and on the street-are in antici
pation of the increasing resistance by workers and farm
ers in this country. The bosses are preparing to use rougher 
methods to keep our class in line. In an extension of this 
offensive at home, they are also part of Washington's ef
forts to assert their military might to defend their imperi
alist interests around the world. 

The stance of the labor movement must be: Stop the 
executions! Abolish the death penalty! 

Build Havana, Algiers events 
The 15th World Festival ofYouth and Students, to be 

held August 8-16 inAlgiers, Algeria, is an event that young 
workers and students involved in struggles against the 
employers and protests for social justice should attend. 
The fact that youth organizations in different countries 
that were not involved in earlier festivals are showing in
terest in attending the Algiers event indicates that this anti
imperialist festival will be an important place to meet and 
exchange class-struggle experience, discuss revolution
ary perspectives, and develop ongoing links of interna
tional solidarity. 

In the United States, young workers, farmers, and stu
dents have a double opportunity. In addition to the world 
youth festival in North Africa, student and youth organi
zations in Cuba have invited young people to attend a July 
22-30 Cuba-U.S. Youth Exchange in Havana. Plans by 
groups of young people to attend the Youth Exchange in 
Cuba are well under way in several cities, showing the 
potential to reach out and build the delegation. 

In Cuba, participants will join the July 26 celebration 
to commemorate the 47th anniversary of the assault by 
Cuban revolutionaries on the Moncada army barracks, 
which launched the Cuban revolutionary struggle; stand 
on Cuban soil to view the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, an imperialist threat and base of provocations against 
the Cuban Revolution; discuss with counterparts in Cuba 
the history of their revolution and steps being taken today 
to advance the fight for socialism; and explain various 
struggles inside the United States by workers and farmers. 

Young people from the United States who are inter-
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ested in these events can make a valuable contribution to 
both of them. U.S. imperialism is the chief exploiter and 
oppressor of working people around the world. Those who 
are in the midst of strikes and struggles against the em
ployers, U.S. government assaults abroad, police brutal
ity, and attacks on affirmative action and women's rights, 
as well as fights to defend working farmers, can bring an 
important message of the possibilities for revolutionary 
struggle from within the United States. They can point to 
the opportunities to bring powerful forces to bear in com
mon battles against imperialism and" in response to the 
effects of the world capitalist economic crisis. 

In addition, the events in Cuba and Algeria will help 
broaden the internationalist horizons of those participat
ing. Both events will attract young people from around 
the world who want to take concrete steps in building a 
worldwide anti-imperialist youth movement--Dne that will 
weigh in the balance in the outcome of coming revolution
ary battles of workers and farmers against the capitalist 
system, an economic system that is historically outmoded 
and will drag humanity into fascism and war unless work
ing people take power out of the capitalists' hands. 

For revolutionary-minded young people, the best prepa
ration for the Youth Exchange and for the world youth 
festival will be taking part in the June 14-17 Active Work
ers Conference in Oberlin, Ohio. The conference, which 
will be attended by vanguard workers and farmers from 
around the country and internationally, will provide a 
working-class framework for those seeking an alternative 
to capitalism's brutal disorder. 

Attend the 
Active 
Workers 
Conference 
Continued from front page 
the Cuban Revolution in building such a party today, will 
be addressed in keynote presentations at the meeting. 

Several hundred participants will bring to the confer
ence recent experience in building the communist move
ment among workers and farmers and participating in 
union struggles and social protests. These include actions 
against police brutality and racist attacks in Cincinnati, 
Miami, and Oldham, England; the June 9 rally in Colum
bia, South Carolina, to defend the Charleston 5 
dockworkers; strikes, including those by garment work
ers at Hollander Home Fashions and Up-To-Date laundry 
workers in Baltimore; a youth congress organized by the 
Polisario Front in Western Sahara; and actions by work
ing people in mining regions to defend the environment, 
fight for health care, and demand government compensa
tion for the devastating effects of uranium poisoning and 
black lung disease. 

Garment and textile workers, meat packers and min
ers, and others from rural and urban areas; farmers in
volved in actions to defend their land and livelihoods; and 
participants from several countries around the world will 
be among those attending the conference. 

A highlight of the conference will be two panel presen
tations that will include communist workers, youth, and 
trade unionists involved in defending their unions; par
ticipating in social movements and protest actions; and 
increasing the distribution and study of Pathfinder books 
and socialist publications on the job, from street tables in 
workers districts and through sales to bookstores and li
braries. The panels will also address the international col
laborative effort required to produce and keep in print the 
Marxist and revolutionary books published by Pathfinder; 
and to build branches of the SWP in urban and rural work
ers districts that are spreading the influence of socialism 
among layers of working people through weekly public 
forums, literature tables, classes, and recruitment work. 

Classes will include "Communists and the transforma
tion of nature" by Steve Clark; "The hidden history of the 
1963-65 workers and farmers government in Algeria," by 
Greg McCartan; "Organizational principles of the Social
ist Workers Party" by Lisa Potash and Martin Koppel; "The 
birth of Bolshevism" by Argiris Malapanis; "The Jewish 
question" by Dave Prince; and "Twenty-two years of the 
Iranian revolution" by Cindy Jaquith. Translation into 
Spanish and French will be available for all classes and 
presentations. 

Another special feature of the conference will be the 
viewing of a series of films. Terrorists in Retirement, a 
movie that was initially banned from French television 
because it exposed the betrayal of immigrant workers and 
resistance fighters by the French Communist Party, will 
be shown. The Battle of Algiers, a dramatized account of 
the Algerian revolution; and Salt of the Earth, the heroic 
struggle ofWestem zinc miners in the United States, will 
also be shown. In addition, there will be music, dancing, 
and time to socialize. 

Young people participating in the conference will have 
a chance to learn about and sign up for the July 22-30 
Cuba-U.S. Youth Exchange in Havana and the World Fes
tival of Youth and Students, which will take place in Al
geria August 8-16. The Young Socialists are planning a 
meeting Sunday, June 17. 

Also on Sunday volunteers in the Pathfinder Reprint 
Project-who are taking on new challenges and goals af
ter having recently converted half of Pathfinder's books 
and pamphlets to electronic form-will conduct work
shops and training sessions, and the SWP trade union lead
ership will meet. 

Those interested in finding out more about the confer
ence can see the listing on page 12 to contact the Socialist 
Workers Party or Young Socialists near them. Socialists 
in cities and towns across the United States are organiz
ing transportation for anyone interested in attending the 
gathering. 

NEW FROM PATHFINDER 
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Algeria: how toilers 
made a revolution 
Continued from Page 10 
way were turned over to management com
mittees elected by the workers. 

Just before announcing the decrees, Ben 
Bella told a group of youth preparing to form 
a volunteer work brigade: "In the second 
phase of our revolution, we are going to put 
into effect extremely important decisions. 
We are going to deal a mortal blow to specu
lation in this country. We are going to make 
those who want to continue in the pattern 
of the colonial bourgeoisie understand that 
there is no place for them here. We are go
ing to see to it that there will no longer be a 
bourgeoisie here that profits from the labor 
of their brothers but only Algerians, not 
grubbing after money, but generous in ex
erting themselves to serve their country." 

World Outlook, Nov. 1, 1963 
National Congress of Peasants Opens 

PARIS, Oct. 26-The three-day National 
Congress of Peasants which opened yester
day in the Majestic theater in Algiers is a 
most important gathering. It brings together 
representatives of the class that fought im
perialist France to a standstill in a seven
and-a-half year [war] of unprecedented vio
lence and terror, that then pressed forward 
to take the land abandoned by the French 
colons [settlers], and did so in a way that 
led to sweeping nationalizations and the 
establishment of a socialist sector of the 
economy. 

They meet after some six months of set
ting up and attempting to operate Manage
ment Committees and Workers Councils of 
a highly democratic character. And they 
meet in the face of a threat of armed rebel
lion in the Kabylie and an attack by the re
actionary Moroccan monarchy that could 
escalate into war. What they say and decide 
in this Congress can settle a good many 
questions in Algeria. 

The first session was impressive even to 
the hardened cynical reporters of the capital
ist press. Here is what the correspondent of 
the Paris daily Le Monde writes [October 27]: 

"Astonishing spectacle: three thousand 
peasants, the dark hue under the white tur
ban, a face that is the image of their land, 
weathered, hollowed and molded by erosion, 
baked by the sun, furrowed with wrinkles. 
Three thousand real peasants, seated in this 
room to hear technical reports and statistics ... 

"It is not sure that they will understand 
everything, but to see them speaks volumes. 
They are here, they are called 'Messieurs 
les congressistes' [Gentlemen of the Con
gress], their opinions are sought. They have 
in their hands a small red folder with very 
serious things inside. Here is the genuine 
revolution. Why be astonished then if every 
time the name of Ben Bella is mentioned 
they applaud? After which they formulate 
such criticisms that an observer who has not 
been warned would classify them among the 
most unconditional of the opposition. 

"They are not sparing in their criticisms. 
Badly paid, badly provisioned, without sup
plies or seeds, they have come to say that 
they cannot continue like this." 

[The article goes on to quote remarks 
from several delegates published in the 
newspaper Le Peuple. At the time, the re
gime of Moroccan monarch Hassan II had 
launched a military assault on Algeria, 
backed by Washington, Paris, and Madrid.] 

Salem Djelloul (27), chairman of a Man-
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agement Committee at Ameur Smai:n: 'Til 
tell you first of all, 'Long live socialism and 
long live Ben Bella.' I will add, 'We'll break 
the aggression of Hassan II and all the en
emies of Algerian socialism the way we 
break clods.' 

"We regret that it's only the cities that 
have doctors and there aren't any at all in 
the countryside where we are." 

Benzahri Rabah (36): "We are happy over 
the advent of socialism and we are deter
mined to do everything to realize this aim. 
We are determined to work with the same 
intensity we showed in liberating the na
tional territory from the claws of colonial
ism. We will defeat Hassan II the way we 
defeated the foreign oppressor." 

Ali Rahmani Mohamed (22): "We wish 
full success to our Congress and we reaf
firm our total support to the socialist policy 
of our Brother Ben Bella. We must, how
ever, indicate the lack of mechanics on our 
farms. We have to say in addition that we 
were obliged to call on private transport to 
deliver our products." 

World Outlook, Nov. 8, 1963 
Algeria Celebrates Ninth Anniversary 

PARIS, Nov. 3-Revolutionary Algeria 
was able to celebrate a glorious November 
1-the ninth anniversary of the launching 
of the freedom struggle against imperialist 
France. The crowds that filled the streets 
were in a happy and grateful mood. Threat
ened by war from monarchist Morocco, the 
threat had been repelled with but little blood
shed and if the truce that was won by Ben 
Bella at Bamako was an uneasy one, never
theless it was a truce that spelled precious 
time for Algeria. 

In the world press, Morocco's armed as
sault on Algeria occupied the center of at
t~ntion. On the surface it seemed to be an 
unequal match and that, no doubt, was why 
King Hassan II struck. With a well
equipped, well-trained army, backed by the 
imperialist West, including Franco, the king 
had evidently long studied the blow he in
tended to deliver. 

Algeria on the other hand faced an armed 
uprising in the Kabylie, the country is poor, 
militarily weak, still suffering the terrible 
ravages of the most bitter colonial war in 
history. What chance did the ragged, politi
cally divided peasants of Algeria have 
against the sleek mobile forces of Hassan 
II? 

What the monarch and his imperialist 
backers did not expect was the form of re
ply. The Ben Bella government openly ap
pealed for political revolution in Morocco. 
In Algeria the government threw all its 
forces into mobilizing the people to defend 
their revolutionary gains and their socialist 
goals. 

These appeals met with an echo among 
the Moroccan people and Hassan II began 
to feel that his throne was not altogether 
secure. Among the Algerian people, fervor 
mounted to new heights throughout the na
tion. The recruiting stations were completely 
unable to register the long lines of people 
who queued up. 

On the military side, too, Algeria had ex
cellent chances of gaining strength against 
the monarchal-imperialist combination. 
Arms were made available by Egypt, the 
East European countries, and the Soviet 
Union. Even Cuba was reported to have 

Above, Algerian revolutionary leader Ahmed Ben Bella with Fidel Castro, left, and 
Cuban president Osvaldo Dorticos in 1962. Inset, Ben Bella with U.S. president John 
Kennedy. Ben Bella angered Washington by going to Cuba after his U.S. visit. 

decided without the least hesitation to share 
the precious stock accumulated for defense 
against the constant threat of invasion by 
the biggest bully on earth.2 

2 . . 
In response to the 1963 mvaston by Moroc-

can forces, the Cuban government, at Algeria's 
request, sent a column of troops under the com
mand of Efigenio Ameijeiras, a veteran of the 
Cuban revolutionary war, to help stop the attack. 
In an October 1997 article published in the 
French publication Le Monde diplomatique un
der the title, "On the 30th Anniversary of the 

Death ofChe Guevara: Che as I knew him," Ben 
Bella says the Cuban forces included 22 tanks 
fitted "with infrared equipment that allowed them 
to be used at night. They had been delivered to 
Cuba by the Soviet Union on the express condi
tion that they were not to be made available to 
third countries, even communist countries such 
as Bulgaria, in any circumstances. Despite these 
restrictions by Moscow, the Cubans defied all 
the taboos and sent their tanks to the assistance 
of the endangered Algerian revolution without a 
moment's hesitation." The full text of Ben Bella's 
article can be found in Celebrating the Home
coming ofErnesto Che Guevara :~Reinforcement 
Brigade to Cuba, distributed by Pathfinder Press. 

Learn more al:1out the Algerian Revolution 

The Fight for a Workers and Farmers Government 
in the United States 
by Jack Barnes 
In New International no. 4. The shared exploitation of workers and farmers by 
banking, industrial, and commercial capital lays the basis for their alliance in a 
revolutionary fight for a government of the producers. Also includes "The Crisis 
Facing Working Farmers" by Doug Jenness and "Land Reform and Farm Coop
eratives in Cuba." $12.00 

The Workers and Farmers Government 
by Joseph Hansen 
How experiences in revolutions following World War II in Yugoslavia, China, 
Algeria, and Cuba enriched communists' theoretical understanding of revolu
tionary governments of the toilers. Includes "The Algerian Revolution from 1962 
to 1969." $7.00 

Available from bookstores, including 
those listed on Page 12 

Participate in the Active Workers Conference in Oberlin, Ohio, June 
14-17 {see ad on front page), where two classes and a film will 
address the Algerian Revolution: 

The rise and decline of the 
workers and farmers government 
in Algeria, 1963-65--presented 
by Greg McCartan 

The workers and farmers gov
ernment: Drawing the lessons of 
Algeria, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Grenada, Iran, and Burkina Faso
presented by Steve Clark 

The Battle ol AlgieTS: Film about the Algerian Revolution 

Likes U.S. politics coverage 
I liked the article by Maggie 

Trowe on Jeffords's defection and 
I would like to see more articles like 
this. Workers I have talked to have 
been very interested in this, as they 
hate the current administration's 
positions, especially on the environ
ment and energy issues. 

good talking points for discussions. 
The campaign for mayor of Los 

Angeles is another one that pro
vides an area for discussion, as one 
of the Democrats is heavily backed 
by labor and the Latino population. 

how the Democratic Party has con
sistently failed to provide real alter
native leadership in the fight against 
the attacks on working people. 

votes in favor of Abu-Jamal. The 
principal, according to the Oakland 
Tribune, "selected a respected 
preacher .. .instead of a convicted 
cop-killer." The school board presi
dent stated that the preacher repre
sented "what a commencement 
speaker should stand for." 

about Abu-Jamal's fight to prevent 
his execution on frame-up charges 
at a district-wide teach-in. At that 
time, school district officials and the 
Oakland police department at
tempted to block the event, citing 
the killing of a cop four days be
fore the event. 

However, there are deep illusions 
in the two party system (plus illu
sions about types like John 
McCain). They think the defection 
is a good sign because they think 
that Democrats and Independents 
pose an alternative to Bush, Cheney, 
and Co. 

Articles on the political situation, 
such as the one by Trowe, provide 

Another area is the recent attempt 
by Bush (successful it seems) to 
bring some of the labor misleaders 
into the slash, drill, and burn energy 
policy. Although a lot of working 
people I talk to are very concerned 
about the environment and pollu
tion, there is always that "jobs vs. 
environment" issue that the capital
ists and their labor friends roll out 
when necessary to confuse people 
as to where their real interests lie. 

It is especially helpful to show 

S.H 
Deep River, Connecticut 

School blocks Mumia video 
The graduating class of 

Castlemont High School in Oakland, 
California, recently voted to play a 
videotaped speech by Mumia Abu
Jamal at their upcoming graduating 
ceremony. 

Following criticism by school 
administrators, Castlemont's prin
cipal decided to override their se
lection-in spite of the fact that the 
students organized two separate 

Many students argued that the 
Oakland-born Abu-Jamal, who 
speaks about racial injustice and 
police brutality, can give them a 
more meaningful send-off than a 
pastor exhorting the virtues of reli
gion. "I worked hard to get here, and 
now they are taking something away 
from me," said student Donnie 
Penelton. "It's our graduation." 

Most of the students first learned 

Shirley Peiia 
Albany, California 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects ofinterest to working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they will be 
abridged. Please indicate if you 
prefer that your initials be used 
rather than your full name. 
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NATO backs attack on rebels in Macedonia 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

NATO officials and the government in 
Macedonia are collaborating to step up mili
tary assaults on Albanian rebel strongholds, 
and at the end of May worked overtime to 
scuttle an agreement Albanian parties 
brokered with the rebels to end the widen
ing fighting in the country. 

These events in Macedonia dominated 
the May 29-30 meeting of NATO foreign 
ministers in Budapest. The meeting of the 
U.S.-led imperialist military alliance came 
as the government in the Macedonian capi
tal of Skopje used helicopter gunships, 
heavy artillery, tanks, and ground troops 
against areas currently held by the National 
Liberation Army (NLA). 

The NLA is demanding a change in the 
country's constitution to acknowledge Al
banians as a distinct national minority, to 
recognize Albanian language rights, and to . 
address discrimination faced by the Alba
nians, who constitute one-third of the 
country's population. Their demands for 
national equality are proving an increasingly 
explosive element in Macedonian politics, 
as in the wider territory ofYugoslavia. 

A few days earlier Albanian parties that 
are part of a new and shaky coalition gov
ernment announced an agreement in which 
the rebels would lay down their weapons in 
exchange for an amnesty and steps to ad
dress their demands. "Under the draft ac
cord," reported the New York Times, "the 
rebels would agree to disarm and disband 
in return for amnesty and the freeing of po
litical prisoners." The document also report
edly granted the rebels a say in political 
decisions on Albanian rights. 

The government, military, and police is 
dominated by so-called "Slavic" parties. 
Formed hastily in mid-May as a "govern
ment of national unity" in an attempt to de
flect the support for the rebels' demands, 
the coalition is headed by Prime Minister 
Ljubco Georgievski's Internal Macedonian 
Revolutionary Organization-Democratic 
Party for Macedonian National Unity. 

In response to the agreement, NATO sec
retary general Lord Robertson said, refer
ring to the rebels, "Those who have taken 
up arms have no place at the negotiating 
table." Others expressed worries over the 
possibility the fighting might spread. "The 
territorial integrity of Macedonia is the de
cisive element for peace and stability in the 
entire region," said German foreign minis
ter Joschka Fischer. Germany has troops 
deployed in Macedonia as part of NATO's 
"peacekeeping" forces. 

NATO has to remain "very engaged" in 
the situation, France's foreign minister 
Hubert Vedrine added. "We do not want 
extremists to challenge all the work over the 
past few years." 

"Extremists" is the term used by capital
ist politicians, many in the Macedonian gov
ernment, and the capitalist media for the 
NLA forces and their demands. 

"Critics angrily charged that by signing 
the statement, the politicians had given le
gitimacy to the rebels and their political 
leader, Ali Ahmeti," wrote David Holley in 
the Los Angeles Times. 

Leaders of the Democratic Party for Al
banians and the Albanian Party for Demo
cratic Prosperity initially defied President 
Boris Trajkovski 's order to repudiate the 
deal. NATO then dispatched Javier Solana, 
the foreign policy and defense minister of 
the European Union, from the Budapest 
meeting, who shuttled back and forth to 
Skopje for 24 hours until the Albanian poli
ticians signed a declaration by Trajkovski 
that the agreement was "no longer relevant." 

"What [the guerrillas] have to do is lay 
down their weapons and get themselves in
corporated into the political system. Those 
who don't want to do that will have to be 
prosecuted," said Solana on May 30. The 
same day, foreign ministers from the mem
ber countries of NATO agreed to "strongly 
condemn" the Albanian guerrillas. 

Macedonian prime minister Georgieviski 
said several days later that the coalition gov
ernment was "barely functioning. We can't 
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Macedonian forces assault village ofVaksince occupied by Albanian rebels in May 

get on with any serious work because of 
daily squabbles." 

Encountering resistance 
The Macedonian army and police are 

encountering stiff resistance in their month
long drive against Albanian rebel forces in 
the north of the country. The toll extracted 
by the offensive in dead, wounded, and dis
placed people of the region is growing. 

The fighting is taking place in and around 
a number of villages in the hilly, farming 
terrain between Skopje, the capital, and the 
territory's border with Kosova. 

"We will advance step by step until we 
restore order to these villages," said Inte
rior Minister Ljuben Boskoski on May 26. 
He spoke during a tour ofVaksince, which 
had been reduced to "a virtual ghost town 
of bullet-riddled houses and streets littered 
with spent shells," by a successful effort to 
drive the rebels out, according to the Asso
ciated Press. In Slupcane, Matejce, Orizare, 
and many other villages, however, the rebels 
have countered the bombardment with mor-

tar, sniper, and machine-gun fire. 
"Reports that circulated on Friday [May 

25] suggested that as many as 60 civilians 
had been killed in fighting," continued the 
AP article. The Macedonian police have 
admitted to "dozens" of deaths, but have 
insisted that all have been rebels-includ
ing those who died in civilian clothing. 

Thousands of people are continuing to 
flee the bombardment to other parts of 
Macedonia, as well as to nearby Kosova and 
the Presevo Valley in Serbia. 

Tens of thousands of refugees have been 
created since the conflict escalated early this 
year. Some 8,000 who have fled to the rebel
controlled town of Lipkovo 15 miles north 
of Skopje face increasingly "desperate" 
shortages of food and water, according to 
the Red Cross. 

Local ethnic Albanian community lead
ers told Reuters that many hesitate to leave 
for fear of exposing themselves to "mistreat
ment by Macedonian security forces." The 
mayor of Lipkovo, Husamedin Halili, told 
reporters that a government offer to hold fire 

to allow for the village's evacuation had 
been turned down because the regime "did 
not give assurances that men will not be 
separated from the women and beaten at the 
police station." 

Refugees from Runica told researchers 
for Human Rights Watch of the brutal treat
ment they received at the hands of the secu
rity forces in a May 21 assault. After un
leashing a barrage of mortars, tank shells, 
and helicopter fire, they reported, the gov
ernment forces stormed the hamlet. They 
seized and "beat all members of [one] fam
ily, and twice doused the 31-year-old son 
with gasoline and threatened to set him on 
fire," according to the organization's report. 

"From the morning hours until 11 :30 
a.m., they never stopped beating us," said 
the mother of the family. The report noted 
that "all of the villagers interviewed sepa
rately vehemently claimed that the Albanian 
insurgency ... had never been present in the 
village." The security forces burned the en
tire village of around 50 houses to the 
ground, including the mosque and school. 

Refugees from other villages spoke of 
being too afraid to leave their bunkers in 
spite of their lack of food and water. "They 
faulted the government for the bombard
ment and Slavic and Albanian parties in the 
government for failing to find an under
standing," reported Carlotta Gall in the May 
26 New York Times. 

"The strongest one is more to blame," 
said 50-year-old Hasan Isufu in reference 
to Georgievski 's party. His family, all shep
herds, watched the shelling take two of their 
houses and many of their livestock. 

By June 4, after clashes erupted on the 
outskirts of Tetovo, Macedonia's second 
largest city, NATO spokesperson Roy Brown 
said the imperialist military alliance "will 
further reinforce the border region with 
highly mobile troops to support the more 
static units and interdict logistics for the 
armed extremists." 

The BBC reported June 4 that the 
Yugoslav government in Belgrade "signed 
an agreement pledging military support for 
Macedonia's efforts to crush ethnic Alba
nian rebels." 

Steelworkers in Australia make gains in 
walkout against contracting out of jobs 
BY DOUG COOPER 

PORT KEMBLA, Australia-Thousands 
of steelworkers met May 22 and voted to 
immediately walk off the job here for 48 
hours in response to moves by mining and 
metals giant BHP to contract out 75 jobs. 

The steelworks, which dominate the life 
of this town an hour's drive south of Sydney, 
were idled by strike action for a third day 
after the workers met again at the end of the 
48-hour period and voted to continue the 
action for another 24 hours. The workers, 
who belong to a number of unions, decided 
that only essential services would be allowed 
to function, such as the coke ovens and the 
continuous casters, which produced scrap 
during the dispute. Today the mill employs 
some 6,000 people, down from 22,000 in 
1985. 

"This is our first-ever plant-wide strike 
;, my 16 years here," said Mark Kuczwal, 
an Australian Workers' Union (AWU) mem
ber and a union delegate in the Plate Fin
ishing mill, at the North Gate picket line, 
May 24. Other pickets said that the last time 
combined strike action took place was in 
1982. 

"These picket lines are very important. 
They help us learn how to fight," Kuczwal 
said. A construction worker in his native 
Poland, he was deeply involved in the work
ers movement there, known as Solidarity, 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s until forced 
to leave by police and government repres
sion. Kuczwal had spoken to big applause 
earlier that day at the mass meeting when 

he encouraged more workers to join the 
picket lines. "Bring your families, bring 
your kids!" he said. 

According to Carolyn Austin, an occu
pational ambulance officer for the last four 
years who hired in as an operator in the now
closed stainless steel works, BHP wanted 
to contract out the work of Protective Ser
vices workers-ambulance officers, fire 
safety workers, and gatekeepers and other 
security guards-to Serco, a notoriously 
antiunion outfit. Serco had announced that 
some of the 75 workers affected would not 
be offered jobs and those who were would 
have to sign individual contracts by June 18, 
when tlie company's agreement with BHP 
takes effect. 

Asked why thousands had voted to walk 
out in support of the Protective Services 
workers, Kuczwal, Austin, and others ex
plained that the time to stop antiunion indi
vidual contracts was before they gained a 
foothold. BHP has been successful in im
posing individual contracts on nearly half 
the workforce in its iron ore operations in 
Western Australia. "These contracts are like 
cancer. They could spread all over," said 
Kuczwal. 

In addition, steelworkers are worried about 
possible jobs cuts and attacks on working 
conditions in the wake of the recently ap
proved merger between BHP and United 
Kingdom-based Billiton. Moves by BHP are 
also afoot to contract out all maintenance 
work on the site in a few months' time. 

By dividing up its operations at the Port 

Kembla works into separate companies and 
divisions so it can use laws that block "sec
ondary boycotts," BHP has avoided 
plantwide industrial action for nearly 20 
years. This time, however, workers refused 
to be intimidated or cross picket lines set 
up by the 75 Protective Services workers. 
For example, 80 Maritime Union of Aus
tralia members who work for BHP refused 
to cross the picket lines, idling a number of 
ships, including the BHP-owned steel slab 
carrier Iron Monarch. 

Union officials from theAWU and theAus
tralian Manufacturing Workers' Union 
(AMWU) told thousands at a mass meeting at 
Brandon Park on May 24 that BHP had backed 
off considerably in the face of the workers' 
action. For example, AMWU official Wayne 
Phillips reported that Serco had agreed tone
gotiate a collective agreement. "I think our 
action was a shock to BHP," he said. 

Later that day, the workers were ordered 
back to work by the Australian Industrial 
Relations Commission and the two compa
nies were ordered to negotiate with the 
unions. The workers complied after voting 
at a final mass meeting on May 25 and im
mediately resumed work. 

Kuczwal described the outcome as a 
"good victory," and said, "I have a feeling 
it's not over yet." Summing up the collec
tive effort, he noted, "You can't win by 
speeches, you win by action." 

Doug Cooper is a member of the Maritime 
Union ofAustralia in Sydney. 


