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Meat packers in Nebraska 
step up union organizing 
Contracts won at ConAgra; Nebraska Beef vote set for August 16 
BY DONALD REED 
AND NORM GREGORY 

OMAHA, Nebraska-Meat packers here 
are involved in a number of struggles to win 
union recognition at the giant packinghouses 
that are central to the region's economy. Re
cent contract victories at two ConAgra plants 
have bolstered the fight by workers at Ne
braska Beef, where a union representation 
vote is scheduled for August 16. 

The election will decide whether United 
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Local 271 will represent the slaughter
house's nearly 1,000 production workers, 
the large majority of whom are immigrants 
from Mexico and other Latin American 
countries. There are also significant num
bers of African-Americans and workers 
from the Sudan and countries in Asia at the 
plant. 

UFCW organizers greeted Nebraska Beef 
workers as they streamed out of the plant 
August 2 with a leaflet announcing the win
ning of a first contract at ConAgra's Cudahy 
plant in South Omaha. The three-year pact, 
which covers 160 workers newly organized 
into UFCW Local 271, provides for an im
mediate wage increase of 45 cents an hour 
and a total of$1 an hour over the three years. 
Over the previous II years, workers in the 
plant had received wage increases totaling 
only $1 an hour. Workers will now start at 
$11.45 an hour. 

For the first time employees will receive 
prescription, vision, and dental coverage in 
their medical plan at a greatly reduced cost. 
In addition, other benefits include a job bid-

Continued on Page 11 

Working people in Argentina resist austerity 

Unemployed workers and state employees block bridge on the national highway 
in Neuquen, in the south of Argentina. Coordinated actions by unionists, unem
ployed workers, farmers, retirees, and students took place throughout Argen
tina August 7-8. They protested the move by the De la Rua government to slash 
retirement pensions and state employees' wages by 13 percent to continue pay
ments on Argentina's $130 billion debt. Working people organized highway block
ades, strikes, tractorcades, teach-ins, and marches. Some 8,000 workers rallied 
in Neuquen, joined by flower growers driving 100 tractors. In Salta in the north, 
workers demanded the release of five piqueteros (protesting jobless workers). 

Peasants, facing drought and famine, 
demand aid now in Central America 
BY ROGER CALERO 

Thousands of peasant families have set 
up camps in public plazas and parks in sev
eral municipalities in Nicaragua, demand
ing food, government relief, and jobs in face 
of the effects of a devastating drought 
spreading across Central America. 

To further press their demands, they have 
threatened to move their camps to the out
side of buildings that house presidential, na
tional assembly, and other government of
fices in the Nicaraguan capital of Managua. 

Many of the rural toilers had decided to 
returned to their homes after an agreement 
with government agencies to provide them 
with jobs and food. But with unemployment 
already high in these cities, the government 
has only come up with 800 jobs so far. 

"Instead of dying here, what we are go
ing to do is ask for aid and start walking to 
Managua to urge the government to meet 
our demands," said one of the leaders of the 
peasant families. 

Central America is facing the worst so
cial disaster since the region was hit by hur
ricane Mitch in 1998, leaving in its wake 
thousands dead, injured, and missing, along 
with destruction calculated in the billions 
of dollars. 

According to the United Nations World 
Food Program (WFP), more than I million 
peasants in Central America are threatened 
with severe hunger. The lack of drought aid 
from the Nicaraguan or U.S. governments 

has so far claimed the lives of at least six 
people and resulted in the displacement of 
tens of thousands of peasants from the coun
tryside. Crops worth millions of dollars have 
been destroyed by the drought. The num
ber of people affected is as high as 600,000 
in Nicaragua, and more than 100,000 in both 
Honduras and El Salvador. The UN agency 
says these numbers are "temporary" because 
they are expected to rise, and the situation 
will not improve until the next harvest six 
months from now. 

"If the situation continues, the most vul
nerable people could die of hunger in the 
next weeks," said Giuseppe Lubatti, a rep
resentative of the World Food Program 
(WFP) in Honduras. 

The WFP has begun distributing food to 
the most critically affected regions in Nica
ragua and Honduras, and has warned that 
current supplies are not enough to provide 
for everyone. "Right now we can only as
sist a little over half of the vulnerable popu-

Continued on Page 6 

Socialist in Massachusetts seeks 
ballot slot in Congressional race 
BY TED LEONARD 

BOSTON-"Our campaign for U.S. 
Congress urges all working people to back 
the strike of nurses at Brockton Hospital," 
said Brock Satter, a meat packer involved 
in a union organizing drive in nearby 
Chelsea. "The nurses are standing up to the 
employers assault on the living conditions 
of working people and they deserve our sup
port. Like coal miners defending their union 
and farmers fighting to defend their land, 
this struggle helps point the way forward 
for workers and farmers today." 

Satter is the Socialist Workers candidate 
for Congress in the 9th district in Massa-

chusetts, in a special election called after 
the death of Joseph Moakley, a Democrat. 

Speaking to campaign supporters at the 
start of a petitioning drive here to place 
Satter on the ballot, the socialist candidate 
said his campaign points to the need for 
workers and farmers in the United States to 
join together in a revolutionary struggle for 
a government oftheir own. "Only by replac
ing the capitalist government of the 
superwealthy ruling class, and fighting to 
overturn capitalism itself, can we begin to 
truly collaborate with working people 
around the world and build a society fit for 
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Thousands 
open anti
imperialist 
youth event 
in Algeria 
BY JACK WILLEY 

ALGIERS-The 15th World Festival of 
Youth and Students opened August 8 at the 
Capital Olympics Sports Stadium here with 
some 6,000 delegates from over I 00 coun
tries around the world. More delegates are 
expected to arrive as the Festival proceeds. 

The World Youth Festival is an anti-im
perialist youth gathering drawing together 
young workers, farmers, and students in
volved in movements for national liberation, 
protests against imperialist-backed auster
ity drives in semicolonial countries, fights 
by peasants for land, and other social and 
political struggles. A large number of par
ticipants have come from the Middle East 
and sub-Saharan Africa, representing the 
fight for Palestinian self-determination, for 
the independence of the Western Sahara, and 
other national liberation struggles. 

At the opening ceremony delegates from 
each country marched into the stadium, 
many carrying flags and banners. One of 
the largest delegations hails from Cuba with 
750 participants, including 223 youth from 
56 countries who are studying in Cuba. 

Members of the multinational Cuban del
Continued on Page 12 

Preparing 
war, Israel 
demonizes 
Palestinians 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

Preparing for the possibility of an all-out 
war by the Israeli government against the 
Palestinian people, a number of commenta
tors and politicians in both Israel and the 
United States have sharpened their rhetori
cal offensive against the besieged people. 
In feature editorials or news articles, the Wall 
Street Journal, former Israeli prime minis
ter Ehud Barak, and US. News and World 
Report editor-in-chiefMortimer Zuckerman 
have all tried to shift the blame for the con
flict onto the Palestinians and demonize 
them in world public opinion. 

In an August 2 editorial the Wall Street 
Journal said there is "a right and wrong with 
this struggle, which at bottom is an attack 
on the West and the idea of democracy. Hard 
as it is to accept, the differences with the 
Palestinian regime ... may just not be bridge
able." The paper urged the Bush adminis
tration to shift gears, recognize the interests 
of the Israeli rulers and the Palestinian 
people as irreconcilable, and declare itself 
unambiguously in favor of Tel Aviv's belli
cose course. 

Arguing against Washington's ongoing 
attempts to restart negotiations, it said in 
support of Israeli prime minister Ariel 
Sharon that he "comprehended from the first 
that the danger was not that the situation 
would degenerate into war [but that] Israel 

Continued on Page 5 
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Canada court ruling 
shines spotlight on 
gov't abuse of Natives 
BY ROBERT SIMMS 

TORONTO-A recent court decision has 
shifted the blame but not settled the issue of 
who is responsible for the systematic abuse 
suffered by tens of thousands ofNative chil
dren in the Canadian govemment's residen
tial school system, which existed for nearly 
a century. 

Donald Brenner, chief justice of the Su
preme Court of British Columbia, issued a 
ruling in early July directing the Canadian 
govemment to pay 75 percent of the dam
ages awarded to six Native plaintiffs who 
were sexually abused as children at the 
Alberni Indian Residential School on 
Vancouver Island. The other 25 percent will 
be borne by the United Church of Canada, 
which operated the school as Ottawa's agent. 
The awards in this case ranged from $10,000 
to $145,000. 

During the 1990s, nearly 8,000 former 
students at the Native residential schools 
filed lawsuits, charging sexual and physical 
abuse, physical deprivation, and loss of cul
ture. Exposing how the Canadian govem
ment used every means possible to obliter
ate Native culture and force Natives to be
come a low-wage, super-exploited sector of 
the working class has been one of the major 
Native rights fights in Canada over the past 
decade. 

Ottawa built and owned the residential 
schools and asked the churches-Catholic, 
Anglican, United, and Presbyterian-to 
operate them until it took back their opera
tion in 1969. The last of the schools were 
only phased out in the 1980s. The lawsuits 
name both the federal govemment and the 
churches as defendants. Estimates of the fi
nal tab in the resolution of the claims, ei
ther through negotiation or court decisions, 
have run as high as Can$2 billion (Can$1 = 

US 65 cents). 
In his decision, the judge said that Ot

tawa hired the school principal, controlled 
its finances, set the teachers' wages, selected 
the students, "and continued to be respon
sible for their well-being ... that responsibil
ity was non-delegable." 

This court decision is the second on the 
issue as Ottawa has pursued a delaying strat
egy of fighting against assuming responsi
bility for the widespread abuses. In an ear
lier British Columbia court case, the judge 
ruled that the Anglican Church, one of the 
defendants in that case, must pay 60 per
cent of the judgment and the govemment 
40 percent. The government has tried to 
deflect the blame and liability for damages 
onto the churches. 

In 1998, Ottawa launched theAlternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR) program with 12 
ADR pilot projects, supposedly to see if 
settlements could be reached more quickly 
and with fewer legal costs through negotia
tions. Of the 12 projects over three years, 
only one has produced a token result-nine 
cases out of 100 claims settled at one Arctic 
school. Meanwhile, the government has 
spent millions in legal fees and administra
tive costs and continues to insist that the 
churches absorb 50 percent of responsibil
ity and liability. 

A group of Anglican churches in the Dio
cese of Cariboo in British Columbia plans 
to declare bankruptcy October 15 as a re
sult of the legal claims. Canada's three larg
est Christian churches-United, Roman 
Catholic, and Anglican-say the legal ac
tions are pushing them towards bankruptcy. 
The United Church paid $2.3 million in 
court and lawyers costs last year. 

Government responsibility 
The entire program was initiated, funded, 

and governed by Ottawa. In 1892, the Ca
nadian government passed an order-in
council regulating the operation of Indian 
residential schools, some of which had been 
in operation since the mid-1800s. It set up 
the partnership to hand operation over to the 
churches. 

The aim was forcible assimilation by re
moving children from the influence, culture, 
and language, not to speak oflove and care, 
of their parents and elders. There were more 
than 130 schools, and some 105,000 chil
dren spent their early years in them. 
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Natives with the Lil'wat Peoples Movement blockade road north ofVancouver, British 
Columbia, in 1990. For decades thousands of Native children have suffered from sys
tem abuse and harassment in residential school system run by Canadian government. 

Children were often abducted to attend 
the schools. Bill Morris recalls the day in 
1955 when he was removed from his home 
at Bearskin Lake in northern Ontario. He 
heard what sounded like a huge bumblebee. 
When it stopped, he saw a crowd at the 
docks. "I was a nosy kid so I headed through 
the crowd. The next thing I know someone 
grabbed me and threw me into this plane. 
There were about 12 of us in there." 

The students were often beaten if they 
tried to speak their own language. They were 
easy prey for sexual abusers and brutal 
teachers. Malnutrition and disease were 
common in the schools. Documents in the 
National Archives in Ottawa reveal that Ot
tawa denied basic dental care and Vitamin 
C to some Native children in controlled ex
periments in the 1940s and early '50s. Un
pasteurized milk was sometimes used even 
though use of pasteurized milk was manda
tory in institutions at the time, and tubercu
losis was not uncommon. 

A 1952 federal govemment survey found 
that "ten people employed as teachers 
claimed no formal education beyond Grade 
8." A 1948 Department of Indian Affairs 
study on the qualifications of teachers in the 
schools showed that 40 percent had no pro
fessional training. 

Ben Pratt, who attended a residential 
school in Saskatchewan, was being inter
viewed by David Napier, a reporter for the 
Anglican Journal, who was working on an 
in-depth article. Pratt, who was sexually 
abused by a now-convicted worker at the 
school, told him, "If the federal government 
was an individual and you were that per
son, I'd kill you. Honest to God I would." 
Later, he said the teachers didn't even call 
the students by their names. "I wasn't called 
Ben or even Pratt. I was '38."' 

The consequences of these experiences 
and the systematic racist discrimination by 
capitalist employers is shown in the low 
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social, educational, and employment con
ditions among Canada's Native population. 
Native people have the highest suicide rate 
of any demographic group in Canada. Young 
Natives are eight times more likely to kill 
themselves than non-Natives. Alcoholism 
and alienation are rife. 

While seven in 10 adult Natives are either 
working or looking for work, the figure is 
less than 50 percent on the reserves. Those 
Natives who had jobs in 1990 earned 30 per
cent less than the average wages in Canada. 

The forcible disintegration ofNative cul
ture and communities through the residen
tial schools, the breaking of bonds and cul
tural continuity among the different Native 
generations, the pitiful education supplied, 
and the sexual and physical abuse in the 
schools, are in a large way responsible for 
these conditions. 

But Canada's capitalist rulers did not an
ticipate these Native children would grow 
up and fight back. 

U.S.-EU banana war 
deal faces hurdles 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

An accord to patch up a long-standing 
trade dispute between the U.S. imperialists 
and their rivals in Europe over banana im
port rules threatened to unravel because the 
big powers failed to ask countries in Central 
America if they approved the pact. The gov
ernments of Panama, Honduras, Guatemala, 
and Nicaragua refused go along with imple
menting the trade deal saying they lacked all 
the information on the new rules that they 
needed. Under the agreement Washington 
lifted sanctions worth $191 million on ex
ports from EU countries while the EU agreed 
to amend its banana trade rule by Jan. 1, 2002. 
If the EU fails to meet the deadline, Wash
ington could reimpose sanctions. 

Asia: send $80 drawn on a U.S. bank to above 
address. 

Canada: Send Canadian $75 for one-year 
subscription to Militant, 4613 St. Laurent, 
Montreal, Quebec H2T 1R2. 

Britain, Ireland: £36 for one year by check 
or international money order made out to Mili
tant Distribution, 4 7 The Cut, London, SE I 8LL. 
England. Continental Europe, Africa, Middle 
East: £40 for one year by check or international 
money order made out to Militant Distribution 
at above address. 

France: Send FF420 for one-year subscrip
tion to Militant, Centre MBE 175, 23 rue 
Lecourbe, 75015 Paris; cheque postale: 40 134 
34 U. Belgium: BF 2,400 for one year on ac
count no. 000-1543112-36 of I Mei Fonds/ 
Fonds du I mai, 2140 Antwerp. 

Iceland: Send 6,500 Icelandic kronur for 
one-year subscription to Militant, P.O. Box 233, 
121 Reykjavik. Sweden, Finland, Norway, 
Denmark: 550 Swedish kronor for one year. 
Pay to Militant Swedish giro no. 451-32-09-9. 

New Zealand: Send New Zealand $90 to P.O. 
Box 3025, Auckland, New Zealand. Australia: 
Send Australian $90 to P.O. Box K879, 
Haymarket, NSW 1240, Australia. Pacific Is
lands: Send New Zealand $90 to P.O. Box 3025, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Signed articles by contributors do not nec
essarily represent the Militant's views. These 
are expressed in editorials. 



Immigrants demand right to drivers licenses 
BY NELL WHEELER 
AND BILL KALMAN 

SAN FRANCISCO-Marches of immi
grant workers and their supporters demand
ing the right to a drivers license have been 
rolling throughout central California this 
summer. Hundreds have demonstrated in 
San Jose, San Rafael, Salinas, Antioch, Oak
land, and Redwood City, linking the fight 
for a license with the fight for legal resi
dence and against police brutality. 

Last October the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles began to check the So
cial Security numbers of everyone apply
ing for a license, a move that has implica
tions for tens of thousands of workers be
yond denying them the right to legally drive 
a car. Some 29 states now require a Social 
Security number when getting or renewing 
a drivers license, a backdoor attempt by the 
U.S. ruling class to establish a national iden
tification card. 

Miguel Moscote, a recent immigrant from 
Mexico, participated in a protest of some 
200 people, mainly Mexican, in San Jose 
July 28. "They say this is the most demo
cratic country in the world," Moscote said, 
"but they oppress people all over the globe, 
and even inside their own borders. This 
march shows that some of us just won't con
form to their kind of politics." 

Manuel Nava, at age 71, said he is de
manding justice for agricultural workers 
hired under the bracero program, a guest
worker scheme of the U.S. government and 
the employers from 1942 to 1964. Nava, 
who worked for eight years under the pro
gram, and other workers are fighting to re
ceive money the employers withheld from 
their paychecks during that period. They 
were told the funds would be given to them 
on their return to Mexico. "It's probably in 
some bank in Mexico," he said, "they just 
won't tell us where. License, legalization, 
justice for the braceros, and stop police ha
rassment. That's why I'm here," he said. 
This was his first political demonstration. 

Maria Marroquin organized a half-dozen 
Mexican day laborers from Los Altos to at
tend the demonstration in San Jose. "There 
is a principle here," she said. "We all need 
to march in support of this principle!" Echo
ing this sentiment, Sabino Torres, a self-em
ployed tree-trimmer, carried a sign that read, 
"No taxes without license." "We must work, 
and there is no public transportation here," 
he said. 

Armando Cruz, an activist with Centro 
Azteca de Informacion (Aztec Information 
Center), the main group organizing the 
marches, spoke from the platform. "They 
take tax money from our paychecks and use 
it to build highways and bridges so that ev
eryone can use them. If we help pay for 
these, then we have a right to use them," 
Cruz told the crowd. 

Militant/Bill Kalman 
Protesters rally in San Jose July 28, one of many actions to defend immigrant rights. 

These boisterous marches usually wind 
their way for several miles through work
ing class neighborhoods and downtown ar
eas, attracting many immigrants from 
Mexico. Along the way marchers shout 

"(,Que queremos? jLa licencia! (,Que 
perdemos? jLa paciencia!" (What do we 
want? A license! What are we losing? Our 
patience!), and "What do we want? License! 
When do we want it? Now!" Marches often 

double in size along the route. 
At a demonstration July 22 in Antioch, 

Fidencio Vazquez, a welder, explained that 
having a license "gives you a little more se
curity from the police. I have my license," he 
said, "but I march for all those who do not." 
His son, a student at Richmond High School 
who also attended the march, helped orga
nize a protest at his school two years ago to 
force the school board to sponsor a program 
about Mexican-Americans on Diversity Day. 
The school is 50 percent Spanish-speaking. 

Hector Acosta and Armando Cardona are 
members of Ironworkers Local 790. "We 
can't forget where we came from," Acosta 
said. "Driving in this country is a necessity." 
Cardona chimed in, "I support the rights of 
the undocumented. You need a drivers license 
to support your family, papers or not." Elias 
Silva, a member of Mail Handlers Local302, 
was attending his first march. "Unions have 
to protect all workers," he said. "We all use 
the same hands when we work, we all need 
the same union protection." 

The next marches are planned for early 
August in San Rafael and Salinas. For more 
information, call Centro Azteca in San Jose 
at (408) 929-9551 or 203-1696. A demon
stration for legalization of all immigrants 
backed by a number of unions and other or
ganizations and will take place in San Jose 
August 25. 

After demands by immigrants, Bush 
considers broadening legalization moves 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

The Bush administration's moves to open 
up the residency process for up to 3 million 
undocumented workers from Mexico have 
encouraged many immigrants to press their 
demands for full legal rights. 

In the face of widespread demands by 
immigrants from Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America for the measure to be extended to 
other nationalities, Bush said that although 
"the Mexican issue is at the forefront," he is 
"open-minded," and will "listen to all pro
posals people have in mind." 

"Nothing's been ruled in and nothing's 
been ruled out," said White House spokes
man Scott McClellan. "White House aides 
[have been] startled by the intensity of the 
reaction to the details of the proposal," re
ported the New York Times, adding that 
"news of the plan has galvanized immigrant 
organizations across the country." 

By official government estimates up to 7 
million people are now in the United States 
without papers, compared with 5 million in 
October 1996. That year, more than two-and-

a-half million were from Mexico, around 
90,000 or more were from a number of Latin 
American countries and the Philippines, and 
tens of thousands were from countries in the 
Caribbean, Asia, and Europe. Some 720,000 
hailed from other countries. 

"We realize this doesn't just affect 
Latinos, but also Asians, Africans, and 
Middle Eastern communities, regardless of 
where they come from," saidAngelica Salas 
of the Coahtion for Humane Immigration 
Rights of Los Angeles. 

Hanu Komaragiri, a 31-year-old software 
designer from India, told reporters in New 
York that "if this can be done for Mexicans, 
it can be done for others, too." Bassam Al
Bizri, 37, an engineer from Lebanon, said, 
"In the global economy, this is just a small 
fix. The real fix is open borders." 

Organizations representing immigrants 
from Asian and Central American countries 
are among those planning marches on the 
capital later this year to demand amnesty. 

Under the draft plan, released in late July 
by a joint U.S.-Mexican government task 

force headed by U.S. secretary of state Colin 
Powell andAttorney General John Ashcroft, 
people from Mexico without papers-num
bering at least 3 million-will be able to ap
ply for residency. Bush has said he aims to 
present a final version at a September meet
ing with Mexican president Vicente Fox. 

"Any legalization plan would be part of 
an expanded guest-worker program to meet 
labor shortages claimed by employers like 
farmers and restaurant owners," according 
to the New York Times. "We ought to make 
it easier for people who want to employ 
somebody, who are looking for workers, to 
be able to hire people who want to work," 
said the U.S. president July 27. 

Reportedly, the task force has stricken the 
word amnesty from its vocabulary and re
placed it with "regularization," "earned ad
justment," and similar terms. "I oppose blan
ket amnesty. The American people need to 
know that," said Bush. 

Washington balks at UN meeting on racism 

Fox called for approval of the plan in a 
July 28 radio broadcast in Mexico City. "I 
hope that with the backing of President Bush 
and the good will of the Senate and the 
American Congress," he said, "we can soon 
accomplish this for 3 million or 4 million 
Mexicans that are there." CNN reported that 
Fox called for the eventual legalization of 
"all Mexicans living secret lives in the 
United States." 

BY NAOMI CRAINE 
Washington is threatening to boycott a 

United Nations-sponsored international 
conference on racism, slated to take place 
in Durban, South Africa, if the treatment of 
the Palestinian people by the government 
of Israel and a proposal for reparations for 
slavery and colonialism are even placed on 
the agenda for discussion. 

The World Conference Against Racism, 
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 
Related Intolerance will involve delegations 
from governments, inter-governmental or
ganizations, and other groups approved by 
the UN's Economic and Social Council. A 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) fo
rum and Youth Summit will coincide with 
the August 31-September 7 gathering. 

The U.S. government boycotted two pre
vious UN conferences on racism, held in 
1979 and 1983, over the fact that discus
sion on Israel was on the agenda. The final 
declarations issued at those two conferences 
included points condemning Tel Aviv's rac
ism toward the Palestinian people and the 
Israeli government's well-publicized links 
to the apartheid regime then in place in 
South Africa. 

The imperialist powers organized in the 
European Union (EU) have joined Washing
ton in demanding that any reference to Zi
onism be taken off the agenda of the Durban 
conference. Several governments in the 
Mideast and other predominately Arab 
countries insist that the debate be included. 

The EU governments are also in agree
ment with the U.S. rulers in opposing any 
discussion of reparations for centuries of 
slavery and colonialism, claiming this is just 
dredging up the past. British officials took 
the occasion of a visit in June by South Af
rican president Thabo Mbeki to warn that 
African governments should not use the 
conference to press for any financial com
pensation. "The African group [at the UN] 
has put forward a position which makes 
extensive reference to the historical slave 
trade," said a spokesperson for the British 
foreign office, according to the Independent 
Online, published in South Africa. "But no 
one wants a retrospective conference .... We 
are looking to address contemporary issues." 

An early draft of the proposed themes to 
discuss at the conference listed, "Provision 
of effective remedies, recourse, redress, 
[compensatory]* and other measures at the 
national, regional and international levels." 
A footnote explained that the word "com
pensatory" was in brackets at the insistence 
of the Group ofWestern European and Other 
States, indicating further discussion was 
requested. The Israeli government backed 
this position. The Group of African States 
and the governments of Cuba and Syria were 
noted as supporting the inclusion of lan
guage on compensation. 

Coverage in the U.S. big-business press 
on the question of compensation has 
stressed worries that a declaration from the 
UN conference will encourage African-

Americans to demand reparations for chat
tel slavery in the Americas. While this is one 
reason for Washington's position, the im
perialists' worries in America and Europe 
are broader. Most semicolonial countries 
have supported the discussion, not simply 
to review past abuses but as a way of ad
dressing devastating conditions that are a 
product of imperialist domination today. In 
early July Abdul Minty, South Africa's 
deputy director-general of foreign affairs, 
suggested that compensation could include 
measures "~uch as debt relief, development, 
and support for fighting AIDS." 

In response to the U.S. government's boy
cott threat, Mary Robinson, the UN high 
commissioner on human rights, called on 
the Arab countries to back down, accusing 
those who wanted discussion of the Pales
tinian question of"putting the Durban con
ference at risk." UN secretary general Kofi 
Annan also gave tacit support to the Bush 
administration's demands, speaking before 
a conference of the National Urban League 
in Washington July 30. "If this conference 
[on racism] is to succeed, there is an acute 
need for common ground," he said. 

Responding to the controversy, South 
African foreign affairs director-general 
Sipho Pityana said, "It is not for us as South 
Africa to persuade anyone to come." What 
delegation if any to send is a decision for 
each government, he said. "If they don't 
come, people will presumably read into it 
that they don't see the issues as important." 

"It isn't fair to consider [Mexican work
ers] illegal when they are employed, when 
they are working productively, when they 
are generating so much for the American 
economy," he said. "They shouldn't have to 
walk around like criminals or stay hidden." 

Bush's moves on legalization of immi
grants was condemned at the national con
vention of the Reform Party. "We need the 
United States of America Americanized," 
said party leader and ultrarightist Patrick 
Buchanan. The convention adopted a plat
form supporting a 1 0-year ban on immigra
tion, refusing citizenship to children born 
on U.S. soil to noncitizens, and using the 
Army and National Guard to set up patrols 
at U.S. borders. Buchanan has campaigned 
on these reactionary themes in three cam
paigns for U.S. president. 

Meanwhile, Ashcroft "reluctantly" or
dered the implementation of a Supreme 
Court decision of several weeks earlier, re
ported the July 20 Washington Post. The 
court had ruled against the indefinite deten
tion of some 3,400 immigrants who have 
been convicted by the courts in this country 
and have served their sentences, but whose 
home-country governments do not accept 
their return. In a 5-4 decision the judges set 
a limit of six months on such detention. The 
ruling struck a blow at a key provision of a 
reactionary immigration law passed in 1996 
under then-President William Clinton. 
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Report: schools becoming more segregated 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Progress toward equal education oppor
tunity for students who are Black or Latino 
has been pushed back during the past de
cade, said a recent Harvard University study. 
The document reviews the erosion of school 
desegregation efforts that grew out of civil 
rights battles of the 1950s and '60s. The at
tack on school desegregation has been part 
of the capitalist rulers' bipartisan offensive 
to roll back other social gains won by work
ing people, including affirmative action and 
bilingual education. 

The report, titled "Schools More Sepa
rate: Consequences of a Decade of 
Resegregation," notes that the trend in re
versing desegregation gains is undermining 
educational opportunities for Black and 
Latino children. It found that in 1998-99 
around 70 percent of Black children-up 
from 63 percent in 1981- attended schools 
where the minority population is more than 
50 percent. At least 76 percent of Latino 
youth went to segregated schools that year. 

Prior to the 1960s, public schools 
throughout the United States for Blacks and 
other oppressed nationalities were segre
gated, with grossly inferior conditions. This 
inequality also existed in jobs, housing, and 
every other facet of society. Under pressure 
of the battle that was beginning in the 1950s 
against the Jim Crow system oflegal segre
gation across the South, and the rising anti
colonial struggle around the world, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in the 1954 Brown vs. 
the Board of Education o(Topeka, Kansas, 
that supposedly "separate but equal" schools 
were unconstitutional. 

As a result of the victories of the civil 
rights movement in the South, that region 
of the country experienced the greatest in
crease in desegregation between 1964-70. 
In fact it remains the only region in the coun
try where whites typically attend schools 
with significant numbers of Blacks, accord
ing to the Harvard University report. Also, 
"the period of growing desegregation coin
cided with the period of the most dramatic 
narrowing of the test score gap ever re
corded" for Black and white students, it 
noted. Black students gaining access to bet
ter facilities, including new textbooks, bet
ter desks, and well-constructed buildings 
can account for some of the improvement 
in academic performance. 

Acceleration of segregation 
In the decade between 1988 and 1998, 

however, erosion of desegregation plans 
accelerated throughout the United States. 
The segregation of housing in metropolitan 
areas, poorly implemented desegregation 
plans, and the Supreme Court's blocking of 
cross-district desegregation contributed to 
the rise in resegregation of public schools. 
Some of the largest school districts-includ
ing New York, Atlanta, Baltimore, and Chi
cago-never had significant desegregation 
programs. 

Schools in the state ofNew York, followed 
by those in Michigan, Illinois, and Califor
nia, were found to be the most segregated 
in the country. In Minnesota, more than 60 
percent of the state's Black students attend 
schools where minorities make up most of 
the students. 

While desegregation programs still exist 
in many cities, court orders have terminated 
desegregation plans in recent years in St. 
Petersburg, Florida; Rockford, Illinois; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Wilmington, Dela
ware; Denver; Cleveland; and elsewhere. 

The authors of the Harvard report didn't 
have to look far to find one of the most seg
regated school systems in the country. In 
Boston, where mass struggles for desegre
gation took place in 1974-75, court-ordered 
busing ended in 1987. By 1975 the city's 
public school system had 85,000 students, 
of whom 49 percent were white, 39 percent 
Black, 9 percent Latino, and 3 percent 
Asian. Today some 63,000 of Boston's 
83,000 school-age children attend Boston's 
public schools, where 49 percent are Black, 
26 percent Latino, 9 percent Asian, and 15 
percent white, due to the fact that many chil
dren who are white are sent to private or 
suburban schools. 

One of the Supreme Court rulings that 
helped step up ruling-class moves to dis
mantle school desegregation plans came 
with the 1991 Board of Education of Okla
homa v. Dowell. That decision said school 
districts could be released from court-or
dered busing if a local federal district court 
judged they had sufficiently implemented 
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their court mandates. It allowed them to start 
assigning students to neighborhood schools 
that were segregated as the result of segre
gated housing. 

For example, in Charlotte, North Caro
lina, the site of the country's first busing 
order, schools have become more segregated 
since the 1990s. New schools with modem 
equipment have been built in the outer edges 
of the Mecklenburg County suburbs, while 
schools in the more working-class areas of 
central Charlotte, where many Black resi
dents live, are falling apart. 

In September 1999 federal district judge 
Robert Potter declared the Charlotte
Mecklenburg schools fully desegregated and 
ordered the school board to end any con
sideration of race in school assignments. 
Black parents and the Charlotte
Mecklenberg school board appealed this 
decision, and the following year a federal 
appeals court overturned Potter's ruling. 

Surge of immigrants in public schools 
Over the last three decades, the number 

of Latino and Black students in U.S. public 
schools increased by 5.8 million, while 
white students' attendance declined by 5.6 
million. As a result of massive immigration 
into the United States from Latin America, 
the Latino student population exploded from 
2 million in 1968 to 6. 9 million in 1998-
an increase of 245 percent in 30 years. 

In 1968 there were three times as many 
Blacks as Latinos attending public schools, 
but by 1998 there were seven Latino stu
dents for every eight Blacks. The 1968 ra
tio of 17 white students for every Latino stu
dent was reduced to four whites for every 
Latino student 30 years later. Between 1970 
and 1998 Latino enrollments more than 
tripled in California, and rose by 508 per
cent in Florida. Other states that experienced 

·dramatic increases over that period included 
Texas, New York, Illinois, Arizona, New 
Jersey, and New Mexico. 

"Though our schools will be our first ma
jor institutions to experience nonwhite ma
jorities, our research consistently shows that 
schools are becoming increasingly segregated 

and are offering students vastly unequal edu
cational opportunities," remarked Gary 
Orfield, co-director ofHarvard's Civil Rights 
Project and one of the study's authors. 

With the increase in Latino student en
rollment also came segregation by language. 
Many immigrants in the United States have 
incomes below the official poverty line; their 
children attend schools with inadequate fa
cilities and have the highest dropout rates. 
Schools in California, Florida, and Texas
states with large concentrations of immi
grants where affirmative action for college 
admission has been banned-have "a poor 
records of graduating students" from immi
grant families, stated the Harvard study. 

According to the report, "the only state 
where there was substantial desegregation 
of Latino students was Colorado, the site of 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision recogniz
ing Latino desegregation rights." That court 
ruling was a result of pressure exerted by 
the mass protests against discrimination by 
the Chicano people in the southwestern 
states. 

Massachusetts striking nurses stay strong 
BY SARAH ULLMAN 

BROCKTON, Massachusetts-"! think 
it's about time that changes are made for 
all the nurses: we just happen to be the 
ones negotiating a contract," said Colleen 
Munroe, a labor and delivery nurse on 
strike against Brockton Hospital. "It's our 
time to say 'Enough is enough.' Nurses are 
caring, giving people. Administrations ev
erywhere have just been taking advantage 
of that." 

That determination was shared by the 
several hundred strikers and their support
ers who turned out for a candlelight march 
and vigil July 17. It was one of the largest 
of a series of strike solidarity actions held 
by the Massachusetts Nurses Association 
(MNA), their union. 

As the strike enters its third month, no 
progress in reaching a settlement was re
ported after a July 26 bargaining session. 
Elaine Thibault, a short-stay surgical nurse 
with 30 years experience, said, "Things are 
going nowhere at the negotiating table. We 
are seeking clear language on staffing and 
overtime." 

These are the central issues in dispute: a 
contractual commitment to adequate staff
ing to prevent the need for forced overtime, 
and the right to refuse overtime whenever a 
nurse feels too tired or ill to deliver safe care. 
They are also seeking double the paltry 3 
percent annual raise offered by manage
ment. 

The striking nurses see themselves as 
standing up not only for themselves but at 
the same time for patients and better health 
care. As Barbara Milligan, a medical/surgi
cal nurse with 27 years at Brockton Hospi
tal, explained, "I need to do this to provide 
better working conditions and respect for 
nursing. In the last 15 years there's been a 
decline in respect. It's all about money: giv
ing the cheapest cost, basic health care
get them in, get them out. HMOs have over
taken medicine at the expense of the pa
tients, who are put at risk when health care 
workers are tired and overwhelmed." 
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Several hundred strikers and their supporters turn out for a candlelight march and 
vigil July 17. A settlement has not been reached three months into the strike. 

"Morale is high," Thibault reported, 
adding that "no one has crossed the picket 
line. Unemployment benefits have made 
things easier. But there has to be move
ment. The hospital could be destroyed by 
all the money he [CEO Norman Goodman] 
is paying to continue the strike breaking." 

Scabs were flown in by U.S. Nursing 
Corp., which provides nurses to cross 
picket lines nationwide, including during 
last year's seven-week strike won by the 
MNA against St. Vincent's Hospital in 
Worcester. 

A pay stub for one of the strikebreak
ers fell into strikers' hands-reportedly left 
on a hospital copy machine-showing 
$4,500 for an 84-hour workweek. 

The picket line is a din of honking from 
passing motorists giving support, and a 
wide range of unionists and others come 
out to the picket lines. Of the 455 MNA 

members in the bargaining unit, 94 percent 
went on strike May 25. Not one of these 
nurses has broken ranks. 

Striker Lynn McMahon commented, "We 
are united, but the hospital administration 
does not seem to be affected by anything. He 
[Goodman] called elderly supporters of the 
strike who came to our picket line 'outside 
agitators.' The police said the elderly sitting 
in chairs at the picket line had to stand up." 

Another supporter is Alicia Rose, a teacher 
who has visited the lines many times. She said, 
"The strike has opened my eyes to what 
unions are for. Through all ofthis I have come 
to know what unions are all about. I work at 
a private school and we are discussing the 
need to organize there." 

Sarah Ullman is a garment worker in the 
Boston area. Brock Satter, a meat packer, con
tributed to this article. 

Pentagon sets plans to shoot down satellites 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

Gen. Michael Ryan, the Air Force chief 
of staff, stated August 1 that Washington 
must develop the technology to shoot down 
other countries' satellites and other orbit
ing spacecraft. 

"Eventually we're going to have to have 
the capability to take things out in orbit," 
stated Ryan. He called for developing anti
satellite weapons, which the Pentagon has 
been working on for years but has not de
ployed. 

Ryan pointed to the expanding commerce 
being conducted by U.S. companies in space 
as well as the Pentagon's increased depen
dence on space satellites for carrying out 
many of its land-based operations, provid
ing Washington with an economic and mili
tary advantage over other nations. 

"We have to in some way be able to pro
tect those assets," Ryan stated. "And that 
leads you to the thought that if you're go
ing to be up there trying to protect them 

defensively, where do you cross the line 
into offensive operations?" 

The Air Force general added, "Histori
cally, wherever commerce has gone and 
our national interests have gone, so have 
gone our force. On land, sea, in the air, we 
tended to exploit the realm we were de
pendent upon. I would suggest that some 
time in the future here we're going to have 
to come to a policy decision on whether 
we're going to use space for both defen
sive and offensive capabilities." 

Washington currently has about 100 
military satellites orbiting the earth along 
with another 150 U.S.-based commercial 
satellites. 

Prior to assuming the post of U.S. de
fense secretary, Donald Rumsfeld headed 
up a commission on space that concluded 
that Washington must move forward with 
the weaponization of space. It called for 
Washington to develop anti-satellite 
weapons as well as a doctrine for space 

combat. 
According to a Washington Post article, 

"The United States has already experimented 
with anti-satellite weapons, including a giant 
chemical laser fired in 1997 from the White 
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico that 
successfully disabled sensors on its target, an 
aging U.S. military satellite." 

During NATO's bombing attacks against 
Serbia in 1999, the U.S. Air Force came"very 
close" to employing space-based offensive 
capabilities, wrote Barry Watts, the director 
of program analysis and evaluation in the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, in a re
port in February. During the course of this 
assault, B-2 bombers launched Joint Direct 
Attack Munitions, guided by signals from 
global positioning satellites. 

The success of the B-2 "unquestionably 
reinforces the view that the United States is 
far ahead of other nations in its ability to en
hance terrestrial military operations with 
space systems," Watts wrote. 



Preparing war, Israeli 
rulers demonize 
Palestinian people 
Continued from front page 
was already in a war. .. a continuation ... ofthe 
war of independence from 1948, when the 
Arabs rejected the United Nations compro
mise and attacked the fledgling Jewish 
state." 

added that "'such calculated killings ... were 
also carried out under Mr. Barak." 

In an interview featured in the New York 
Times, former Labor Party leader Barak fo
cused his attack on Yasir Arafat, head of the 
Palestinian Authority, as a foil for how he 
thinks the Palestinian people as a whole 
should be treated. "I think [Arafat] should 
feel a cold shoulder from the world," he said, 
characterizing him as a "thug" who "runs a 
terrorist enterprise." 

"It was time for Israel and other coun
tries to get tougher with Mr. Arafat by 'iso
lating' him, much as they do figures like 
[Iraqi president] Saddam Hussein and 
[Libyan president] Muammar el-Qaddafi," 
the Times said of Barak's views. Israel 
should unilaterally redraw its borders to cut 
the Palestinians off completely, Barak said, 
a move that "would involve creating a se
curity zone along the Jordan River and form
ing large settlement blocs to include 80 per
cent of the Israelis living in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip." 

Israeli tank outside Jerusalem. Pro-Israel commentators have sharpened jingoistic 
rhetoric, stressing "unbridgeable" differences between Tel Aviv and Palestinians. 

The paper reported that Barak supports 
Sharon "when he sends the Israeli army to 
kill accused masterminds of terrorism, while 
stopping short of threatening all-out war 
against the PalestinianAuthority." The Times 

HEIGHTS-;-
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Map shows scattered areas under nomi
nal Palestinian control. Israel seized West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967 war. 

Claims Palestinian leader an 'obstacle' 
Mortimer Zuckerman presented his views 

in a New York Daily News column titled, 
"Arafat is the obstacle to peace in Mideast," 
complete with a racist caricature cartoon of 
Arafat. Responding to statements by Pales
tinian leaders on why negotiations with Is
rael have failed, Zuckerman stated that the 
Palestinian leader "seeks to rewrite history 
through a propaganda campaign." 

Arafat and Palestinian negotiator Ahmed 
Korei had told the press that aside from a 
patchwork of territorial "concessions" of
fered by Tel Aviv in the negotiations, the 
Israeli government demanded control over 
military affairs, the water aquifer, and other 
key resources and powers as part of a settle
ment. Arafat said the two parties never even 
got to the issue of allowing hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians driven from their 
homes in successive assaults by the Israeli 
regime to return. In response to their demand 
for a contiguous state, the Palestinians were 
offered a group of "cantons," the Palestin
ian officials said. 

In 1967 Israel launched a surprise inva
sion of Syria, Jordan, and Egypt, and, in a 
six -day war, seized the Gaza Strip and Sinai 
Peninsula from Egypt, East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank from Jordan, and the Golan 

Heights from Syria. Unlike their seizure of 
land in 1948, which was marked by massa
cres and other actions to drive Palestinians 
out of the country, the Israeli imperialists 
sought to capture the Palestinian populations 
of these regions and to superexploit this 
large pool of labor power. Today the Pales
tinian Authority has nominal control over 
the Gaza Strip and hundreds of spots in the 
West Bank-areas the Israeli government 
says it can invade at any time for "security 
reasons." 

DubbingArafat a "liar" who talks "glibly 
in English about his readiness to make 
peace, then ominously inArabic about eras
ing Israel from the map," Zuckerman op
posed conceding to Palestinian demands for 
the resumption of talks or the assignment 
of an international observer force to the 
Middle East. He supported Tel Aviv's as
sassinations policy, writing that "preemp
tive action, based on intelligence, is the only 
way to minimize the dangers terrorism poses 
to a civil society .... No American leader 
could survive if he failed to take preemp
tive action against terrorist groups." 

Unbridgeable differences 
Washington and other major imperialist 

powers represented in the European Union 

Pathfinder welcomed at 'Lumumba' in Chicago 
BY CLAUDIA HOMMEL 

CHICAGO-After receiving rave re
views from Chicago's major daily and 
weekly papers and a high recommendation 
on National Public Radio, hundreds of 
people lined up outside the northside art
film house to see Lumumba. The movie de
picts the anticolonial struggle in the Congo 
that led to the country gaining independence 
from Belgium in June 1960, and the over
throw of the new nation's first government 
headed by Patrice Lumumba, who was as
sassinated with support from the U.S. and 
Belgian rulers. 

Members of the Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialists set up a literature table 
to meet workers and others interested in how 
the lessons of the revolution in the Congo 
apply to the struggles of working people in 
the United States today. 

Dozens of moviegoers stopped by the 
sidewalk table featuring Pathfinder's newly 
reissued pamphlet Revolution in the Congo 
and a wide range of titles on socialism, anti
imperialist struggles, the Cuban Revolution, 
and revolutionary politics, as well as the 
Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. In one 
week of showings, 138 copies of the new 
pamphlet were purchased. When the social
ist workers ran out of the pamphlets before 
the next shipment arrived, 12 people put 
money down in advance. 

Sixty-four other books were sold, with 
the speeches ofThomas Sankara topping the 
list, and the pamphlet The Working Class 
and the Transformation of Learning in sec
ond place. Also purchased were multiple 
copies of titles on South Africa and Cuba, 
as well as Panama: The Truth about the US. 
Invasion, Israel: A Colonial-Settler State? 
Cosmetics, Fashions and the Exploitation 
of Women, and more. Six people took ad
vantage of a special offer of $12 for both 
the Congo pamphlet and an introductory 
subscription to the Militant. 

Socialist workers sold more than $1,100 
worth ofliterature in the first week and met 
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Dozens of moviegoers stopped by literature table to buy books and discuss politics 

a wide range of people who want to discuss 
the challenges facing the fight against im
perialism today. After seeing the interest in 
these discussions and in revolutionary books 
from Pathfinder, they decided to follow the 
movie to its next 12-day run at another art
film house. There, the managers invited the 
socialists to have a table indoors. One of the 
young managers said he "grew up with Path
finder." 

At the table many who attended the movie 
asked questions to find out more about the 
events depicted in the film and about cur
rent world political developments. As one 
new Militant subscriber said, "The movie 
made me feel devastated and hopeful in al
ternating moments. But I want to do some
thing to change things." 

Several people traveled three or four 
hours to see the film, including many Afri
can students from the Congo, South Africa, 
and Burkina Faso studying in Indiana and 
Wisconsin. 

Many of the filmgoers said they had vis
ited Cuba and especially appreciate the com
parison of what the more experienced revo
lutionaries in Cuba were able to accomplish 
in routing the imperialists at the Bay of Pigs 
only three months after the assassination of 
Lumumba. 

One young Black man saw the movie three 
times, bringing two or three different friends 
with him each time. When asked what moti
vated him, he said, "You have to see this 
movie. Lumumba was a freedom fighter and 
we need that today in this country." 

continue to call for a restart to negotiations, 
and frequently differ with their allies in Tel 
Aviv over how to deal with the Palestinian 
struggle. 

After a strike July 31 by Israeli helicopter 
gunships in the West Bank City of Nablus, 
which took the lives of two leaders ofHamas 
and six other people, the president of the 
European Union issued a statement in "re
jection of targeted assassinations of Palestin
ian militants by Israel." He also exhorted "the 
PalestinianAuthority to intensify with unfail
ing determination its efforts against extrem
ist violence and terrorism." 

U.S. vice president Richard Cheney ex
pressed mild tactical disagreement with the 
Israeli action, saying that "there's some jus
tification in [Israel's] trying to protect them
selves by preempting. Clearly, it would be 
better if they could work with the Palestin
ians and the Palestinian Authority and the 
terrorists of whatever stripe could be headed 
off and imprisoned and tried, rather than 
having them actually assassinated." 

State Department spokesperson Charles 
Hunter used stronger language, saying, "The 
[Israeli] attack represents an escalation, is 
highly provocative, and makes efforts to 
restore calm much more difficult." 

The assault sparked a mass outpouring 
the next day in the West Bank city ofNablus, 
home to more than 150,000 people. Tens of 
thousands of people packed the central 
square. Participants accompanied the vic
tims' coffins, carried Palestinian flags and 
posters, and perched on rooftops to hear 
speakers who included the city governor and 
a representative of the Fatah organization. 
All the major Palestinian organizations were 
represented in the action. 

Closer to 'total confrontation' 
The attack took Israel a "step closer to

wards total confrontation with the Palestin
ians," reported the August 2Financial Times. 
In late July several major media outlets had 
reported draft Israeli plans for an all-out 
military assault-a strategy that is the sub
ject of widespread debate in Israel's ruling 
circles. 

"Israel's action appeared to mark a turn
ing point in the 1 0-month-old Palestinian 
uprising against Israeli occupation," contin
ued the report. Israeli prime minister Ariel 
Sharon, it stated, had de-emphasized inter
national diplomacy, "mov[ing] on from at
tempts to win international support and pin 
blame for the collapse of the cease-fire, 
brokered by the U.S. in June, on Yassir 
Arafat." 

Sharon has been criticized inside his cabi
net and within the Likud party as he has re
sisted calls for the immediate launch of a 
full-scale military offensive. According to 
the Times, one recent Likud rally degener
ated into a shouting match as Sharon de
fended "his relative restraint against those 
urging preemptive invasive action into Pal
estinian-controlled areas." Likud parliamen
tarian Yuval Steinitz stated that the Israeli 
military should "go in to destroy Palestin
ian infrastructure and destroy illegal mor
tars and weapons ... not a permanent hold but 
a preemptive strike to prevent a greater war 
later on." 

Justice Minister Meir Sheetrit is one cabi
net minister who support's Sharon's present 
course. "All-out war against the Palestinian 
Authority would be a terrible mistake. We 
have to do everything possible to put a stop 
to terrorism without setting off a real war," 
he said on August 4. 
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Guatemala protests condemn tax increase 
BY RON RICHARDS 
AND LOIDA MARTINEZ 

GUATEMALA CITY -A wave of pro
tests has swept this Central American na
tion in response to a government decree in
creasing the Value Added Tax (VAT) from 
10 percent to 12 percent. The government 
has been thrown into its biggest crisis since 
President Alfonso Portillo took office 18 
months ago. 

Working people, students, and 
businesspeople have been holding mass pro
tests against the tax increase, which raises 
the cost of most goods and services in Gua-

Sign at march in Guatemala City says in 
part: "The rich have never paid taxes." 

temala. The measure, which has antagonized 
business owners, hits workers and farmers 
particularly hard. 

OnAugust 1, thousands of workers, farm
ers, and students carried out a one-day strike 
to protest the tax hike, approved by Congress 
July 26. Cops fired tear gas to disperse the 
crowd that gathered outside the National Pal
ace, after they had marched through the 
streets of Guatemala City, the capital. The 
education ministry closed public schools to 
prevent youth from carrying out a campus 
strike, so students instead joined other dem
onstrators in actions throughout the country. 

The strike was called by Guatemala's 
main business association, CACIF. Around 
90 percent of businesses were shut down 
throughout the capital, according to Cham
ber of Trade president Jorge Briz. 

In the highlands town of Cohan, 170 
miles north of Guatemala City, 200 angry 
demonstrators, mostly high school and col
lege students, stormed a police station. The 
youth abandoned the building after army 
trucks began to arrive. Soldiers have been 
patrolling the streets of Co ban. 

A few hours earlier the government im
posed a state of emergency in the city of 
Totonicapan, 120 miles west of the capital, 
where protesters burned down the mayor's 
house, a bank, and a government office in 
protest against the tax hike. 

Daily protests have been held throughout 
the country, from the capital city to smaller 
cities such as Quetzaltenango, Retalhuleu, 
Coatepeque, Jalapa, Mazatenango, Chiqui
mulilla and San Marcos. 

Protesters rally July 26 under Guatemalan Workers Confederation banner. Wave of 
demonstrations against tax increase in Guatemala have thrown government into crisis. 

In many cases demonstrators bum tires in 
the streets, which often leads to massive traf
fic jams. The bumper sticker "No More 
Taxes" can be found everywhere, from mar
ket stalls to pushcarts used by street vendors. 

The VAT is a sales tax based on a per-

Drought, famine in Central America 

centage of the value added at each step of 
the manufacturing and distribution process. 
Prices rise as the tax is included in the price 
charged at the next step in the chain from 
production to consumption. Like other sales 
taxes, it is highly regressive-that is, work
ing people pay a higher percentage of their 
income than do wealthy people. 

On the morning of July 27, the day after 
Congress approved the tax measure, several 
hundred people gathered on the street in 
front of the national legislature, where there 
was a line of cops in front of the building. 
The police had allowed protesters to scale 
the outside of the building to tie banners to 
the columns and to address the crowd from 
a ledge with bullhorns. Most of the people 
appeared to be college and high school stu
dents and street vendors. Many of the ven
dors wore the distinctive clothing of indig
enous women. 

Continued from front page 
lation most affected," said Francisco Roque 
Castro, WFP's regional director for Latin 
America and the Caribbean. WFP represen
tatives have said that the relief program will 
not be able to maintain its efforts for more 
than a month because "they don't have any 
more food to do it." The WFP has appealed 
for international donors to respond to the 
crisis. 

The U.S. ambassador to Managua, Oliver 
Garza, announced that Washington-which 
backed a dictatorship in Nicaragua for de
cades, and then spent billions in an attempt 
to overturn a workers and peasants revolu
tion in 1979-intends to provide a mere $6 
million in food packages through nongov
ernmental organizations to feed 125,000 
people over the next four months. It will 
distribute an additional $10 million for next 
year. The WFP has said that it needs at least 
$7.5 million worth of food for the next three 
months, to provide for people who have lost 
between half and all of their crops. 

As with other semi colonial countries, the 
social catastrophe in Nicaragua has quickly 
brought into sharp focus the chronic impov
erishment and underdevelopment imperial
ism has imposed on Central America. 
Marvin Ponce, from the Coordinating Coun
cil of Peasant Organizations of Honduras, 
pointed out that "the famine is not because 
of the drought, but because people have no 
money to buy food." 

With the majority of arable land largely 
concentrated in the hands of a small num
ber oflandowning families and international 
corporations, millions of peasants depend 
for their subsistence on crops they grow as 
sharecroppers or on meager wages earned 
in large farms growing export crops. 

Provoked by a drop in the price of coffee 
on the international market, lack of finan
cial assistance, and bank foreclosures, farm 
owners have drastically cut or dismissed 
their workforces entirely. These moves have 
left some 12,000 families in the coffee pro
ducing region of Matagalpa and Jinotega 
without any way to survive. Some of the 
farm workers had not received wages for 
three months. 

The Nicaraguan daily El Nuevo Diario 
reported that in the municipality ofEl Tuma
La Dalia in Matagalpa, which is responsible 
for producing 20 percent of the national 
coffee production, the fields are ruined. 

The mayor of La Dalia told El Nuevo 
Diario that the municipal council had de
clared a state of economic emergency since 
they knew that the drop in the coffee prices 
will bring about a social disaster in the coun
tryside that will rapidly spread to the cities. 

Nicaraguan president Arnoldo Aleman 
dismissed the need to declare a national 
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emergency, claiming food was guaranteed 
and his opponents were overblowing the 
issue for political reasons. 

Many peasants families have also set up 
roadblocks, stopping trucks and other ve
hicles to ask for food, money, or medicine 
from passengers. "We are hungry, we want 
jobs to feed our kids," the peasants told are
porter for El Nuevo Diario as he drove by. 

A group of 600 former members of the 
Sandinista army, as well as those who had 
belonged to counterrevolutionary band de
mobilized at the end of the armed conflict 
in the late 1980s, traveled through rural ar
eas in the northern and central part of the 
country. They occupied thousands of acres 
of land in the municipality of Tipitapa, in 
Managua. 

Meanwhile, Honduras has declared a state 
of emergency in 104 of its 298 municipali
ties. Eighty percent of the com, beans, and 
sorghum crops has been lost. The minister 
of commerce and industry said that prod-

ucts will need to be imported if the grain 
reserves that have been released don't alle
viate the situation. 

Government officials in Honduras have 
already hinted that inflation will rise, and 
their counterparts in Nicaragua have said the 
price of bread could increase by 40 percent 
because of a rise in prices by the main flour 
distributors. 

El Salvador is also being affected by an 
epidemic of respiratory infections, flu, and 
gastrointestinal diseases. So far 177 children 
have died from respiratory infections and 
52 from diarrhea in the course of the year. 
More than 880,000 cases of respiratory in
fections have been reported, according to 
the ministry of health. 

The Los Angeles daily La Opinion re
ported that El Salvador's medical associa
tion has insisted that the government declare 
a state of emergency. It states that the spiral 
of illnesses is a social problem that has 
plagued the country for many decades. 

In an interview at the protest, Ivan 
Castillo, secretary general of the National 
Revolutionary Union of Guatemala 
(URNG) in the metropolitan area of Guate
mala City, said the government was raising 
taxes to make payments on its foreign debt, 
which is now $4.4 billion in a country of 
12.6 million people. The URNG, which 
waged a guerrilla struggle against the gov
ernment through the 1980s until a political 
settlement was signed in 1996, is today part 
of the electoral opposition to the current 
government. 

Peasants in Colo01bia de01and debt relief 
BY ROGER CALERO 

Responding to a call by peasant organi
zations in Colombia, thousands of working 
people have blocked several of the main 
highways in the country. Facing ruin, the 
peasants are demanding government relief, 
including cancellation of their debts, an end 
to imports of agricultural products that can 
be grown in the country, and suspension of 
all negotiations around the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas. 

The small farmers and peasants are also 
demanding the government stop spraying 
drug crops and establish guaranteed prices 
for other crops in order to have a sustain
able income. 

The strongest center of the strike has been 
in the area of the country that grows coffee. 
It has been organized by National Coffee 
Growers Unity, one of the main groups pro
moting the demand to cancel the debt of 
coffee growers, who have been harshly af
fected by the drop in prices for their prod
uct on the international market. 

Minister of Agriculture Rodrigo Villalba 
and other government officials have rejected 
these calls for debt relief. Villalba said the 
strike is an attack against the economy of 
the region, and claimed it was unfair since 
the government had already taken measures 
to help growers. 

With thousands of small growers facing 
foreclosure the government has offered to 
renegotiate the debt and reopen lines of 
credit. 

The strike has been opposed by large 

landowners. 
The general secretary of the Central Fed

eration of Democratic Workers in Colom
bia, Julio Roberto Gomez, expressed the 
solidarity and support of the labor federa-

tion for the strike and said it was the result 
of "an absurd and unacceptable economic 
opening." Gomez was referring to the 
growth in the amount of food imports from 
700,000 tons to 8 million tons since 1990. 

Writer is jailed for contempt in Texas 
BY STEVE WARSHELL 

HOUSTON-The jailing of a free-lance 
writer for refusing to tum over to a federal 
prosecutor some material she's preparing for 
a book ppses a threat to freedom of the press 
and First Amendment rights here. 

Vanessa Leggett, 33, an author from Aus
tin, Texas, was found in contempt of court 
July 20 by U.S. District judge Melinda 
Harmon in a close court hearing in Hous
ton for refusing to turn over her research 
notes to a grand jury investigating a murder 
case. 

She has been held in a Harris County jail 
without bail since then. Leggett, who is ap
pealing her contempt citation in the federal 
courts, could remain in jail for up to 18 
months under current law. 

"I just feel like I'm doing what I have to 
do to protect my First Amendment right to 
freedom of the press," the author said be
fore surrendering to authorities, "I feel like 
what they are doing is wrong." 

Leggett had been working on a book 
about the April 16, 1997, murder of Doris 
Angleton, 36, who was shot to death in her 
home in Houston's exclusive River Oaks 

neighborhood. Angleton was the wife of 
millionaire Robert Angleton, an ex-bookie 
and cop informant. He was later accused of 
arranging the slaying through his brother, 
Roger Angleton. Both men were jailed on 
capital murder charges. Roger Angleton 
later committed suicide while in jail. 

Although acquitted of murder inAugust 
1998, Robert Angleton has since become the 
focus of a federal grand jury investigation. 

In preparing for the 1998 trial, the local 
Houston prosecutor obtained a subpoena for 
the notes and tapes of an interview Leggett 
had conducted with Roger Angleton while 
in jail awaiting trial. 

In a negotiated deal with state prosecu
tors, Leggett agreed to tum over copies of 
the notes and tapes. Leggett's attorney, 
Michael DeGuerin who negotiated the deal 
recently disclosed that the district attorney's 
office in Houston has already given federal 
officials the copies of Leggett's notes and 
tapes from her interview with Roger 
Angleton. But now federal authorities want 
"all the material she has, all of her research 
archives over the last four years" concern-

Continued on next page 



Sugar cane growers, 
peasants in Mexico 
protest growing crisis 
BY ROGER CALERO 

Thousands of peasants are expected to 
converge on the capital of Mexico August 8 
to demand immediate payment for their 
crops, the revision of portions of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
affecting the imports of grains and other 
products, and release of more government 
resources for peasants and small farmers. 
Marches and rallies in front of government 
buildings are also being organized in 194 
rural districts and various states. 

"This is not a national conspiracy," said 
Alvaro Lopez Rios, a coordinator of the 
coalition of peasant organizations involved 
in the actions, but an alarm bell about "the 
possibility of a social explosion." Brutal 
conditions of exploitation of millions of 
peasants in Mexico have been aggravated 
by protectionist barriers imposed by Wash
ington, the sharpening of already unequal 
competition with giant agricultural corpo
rations in the United States, and low prices 
in the international market. 

Last month some 5,000 sugar cane farm
ers protested in front of government offices 
in Mexico City demanding $420 million in 
unpaid wages. These small growers, the 
majority growing cane on plots with an av
erage size of only four acres, sell their crops 
at government-set prices to any of Mexico's 
60 sugar mills. They are supposed to receive 
payment for the crops before the end of the 
season in May. 

U.S. limits imports 
The sugar mill owners say they have not 

paid growers for their crops because they 
have been affected by a drop in the price of 
sugar and are being unfairly kept out of the 
U.S. market. For many growers the payment 
from the mill is the only income they will 
receive the entire year. 

ing imports ofhigh fructose com syrup from 
the United States for use by the soft drink 
industry. From 1994, when NAFTA took ef
fect, to the end oflast year, some 1.3 mil
lion tons of fructose have been imported into 
Mexico. 

Faced with growing pressures from the 
sugar industry, the Mexican government im
posed tariffs to limit the imports of the 
sweetener. According to La Jornada, some 
280,000 tons of highly subsidized com used 
to make the fructose comes into the coun
try from the United States with zero tariffs. 

The 3.5 million com growers in Mexico 
have also been affected by a 45 percent drop 
in com prices in the last three years. In July, 
farmers in the state of Sinaloa, unable to sell 
2.4 million tons of com due to the market 
being flooded with imports from the United 
States, blocked access to gas depots de
manding higher tariffs. 

"The control of trade and production is 
more and more in the hands of transnational 
corporations," said Alberto Gomez of the 
National Union of Autonomous Peasant 
Regional Organizations. He said 50 inter
national corporations dominate production 
and sales of food products in the world. Six 
enterprises dominate 85 percent of the trade 
of cereal and another six control 80 percent 
of coffee sales, he said. 

The protests in Mexico included a national 
strike last December by tens of thousands of 
mill workers demanding a 25 percent wage 
increase and improved retirement benefits. 

Rice producers affected 
Along with com producers in Sinaloa, 

rice farmers in the state of Campeche car
ried out takeovers demanding the renego
tiation of $4 million in loans. In the border 
state of Chihuahua farmers forced back 
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cane protest outside a government office City. Swamped by 
imports and facing export restrictions imposed by the United States, thousands of 
peasants are demonstrating across Mexico, demanding government relief. 

grain shipments from the United States. 
Pedro Alejandro Diaz explained to La 

Jornada that this year's rice production will 
drop to 180,000 tons from 260,000 last year, 
while imports rose by 60,000 tons. Farmers 
growing coffee, beans or wheat, or raising 
hogs or cattle face similar situations, with 
declining opportunities to sell their products 
on the market, said Diaz. 

"Poverty and migration have not tom the 
peasants from their plots of land because 
they have a cultural expression and a way 
of life that the current rulers despise," said 
Max Correa, a leader of the Cardenista Peas
ant Confederation, referring to the resistance 
going on in the countryside. 

"President [Vicente] Fox and [Secretary 
of Agriculture Javier] Usabiaga can put up 
with this situation because their economic 
problems are solved. But this is not so for 
farmers who are impoverished and lack 
capital," added Alvaro Lopez, the coordi
nator for the Permanent Agrarian Congress. 

Meanwhile, a dispute in the U.S. ruling 
class has erupted over allowing trucks from 
Mexico to enter the United States, another 

measure supposedly given the green light 
under the NAFTA accords. The U.S. Senate 
passed a measure aimed at preventing trucks 
from Mexico from traveling more than 20 
miles into the United States by imposing 
stringent safety checks and insurance re
quirements on them. 

A five-member NAFTA arbitration panel 
previously ruled that the United States is 
violating NAFTA's trucking provision by 
blocking access. The Teamsters union has 
waged a major protectionist campaign urg
ing Congress to impose restrictions that in 
effect mean trucks from Mexico will be de
nied entry to the United States beyond the 
current 20-mile limit. 

Mexican president Fox has said that he 
will not allow U.S. trucks into Mexico until 
an "equitable and well-thought-out agree
ment" on the issue is reached. "If no agree
ment is reached, there won't be any Mexi
can trucks up there, because they don't want 
them, but there won't be any American 
trucks down here, either." President George 
Bush has said that he would veto the Senate 
bill because it violates the trade agreement. 

The Mexican government claims that the 
original NAFTA agreement allowed Mexico 
to export all its excess sugar-an estimated 
500,000 tons-without any tariffs to the 
United States as oflast October. But the U.S. 
government has limited Mexico's sugar ex
ports to 116,000 tons a year in order to pro
tect the American sugar industry. This was 
done in a unilateral move when Washing
ton introduced a "side letter" to the trade 
agreement, something the Mexican govern
ment refuses to recognize. It has generated 
what some in Mexico have referred to as a 
"sugar war." 

Imperialist oil rush raises tensions in Caspian Sea 

The sugar industry represents 3.5 percent 
of Mexico's gross domestic product and 
employs close to half a million workers. It's 
vital to the economy of 227 municipalities 
in 15 states. The Mexican daily La Jornada 
called the crisis in Mexico's sugar industry 
the worst in its history. 

In addition to the protectionist measures, 
Mexico's sugar has been affected by grow-

Writer jailed in Texas 
Continued from previous page 
ing Doris Angleton's slaying. 

He noted that Leggett now regrets co
operating with the district attorney's office 
in 1998 and has decided to stop providing 
materials to investigators. 

Since 1973 the U.S. attorney general has 
been required to approve every federal sub
poena issued to a reporter as well as every 
request by federal prosecutors to arrest a 
reporter. 

According to an article in the August 1 
Washington Post, "The Justice Department 
does not consider Leggett a bona fide jour
nalist and does not believe she is protected 
by rules governing reporters." 

The Reporters Committee for Freedom 
of the Press and the Society ofProfessional 
Journalists have filed a brief on Leggett's 
behalf with the appeals court. They argued 
such government actions threaten the inde
pendence of a free press guaranteed in the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 

The Justice Department last jailed are
porter in 1991; when four South Carolina 
journalists were locked up for eight hours 
when they refused to testify at the corrup
tion trial of a state senator. 

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 
The imperialists' rush to exploit poten

tial oil reserves in the Caspian Sea is bring
ing in its wake increasing tensions in the 
region. On July 23 an Iranian naval ship 
forced two oil exploration vessels ofBP, the 
British oil giant with vast U.S. holdings, 
from a disputed area of the Caspian Sea. 
According to the Financial Times, an Ira
nian military jet flew over the oil vessels 
for two hours before the patrol boat con
fronted them in what the Iranian government 
considers its territorial waters. 

British Petroleum officials say they were 
operating under authority of the government 
of Azerbaijan, which also lays claim to the 
area, as does Turkmenistan. 

The incident highlights the stakes in the 
region, involving potential profits of hun
dreds of billions of dollars from oil and gas 
sales. The governments of the five countries 
that surround the sea-Azerbaijan Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Turkmenistan-are 
jockeying for their share of an estimated 70 
billion to 200 billion barrels of oil that are 
buried beneath the sea bed. The Russian and 
Iranian governments argue that previous 
treaties and international national bound
aries give them the largest share of the area. 

"The West broadly backs Azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan, where their oil companies have 
invested heavily," said the Economist, refer
ring to Washington, London, and other im
perialist powers. U.S. national security ad
viser Condoleezza Rice warned Tehran 
about the incident while speaking to report
ers in Moscow, saying, "We believe that the 
Iranians need to be dealt with pretty clearly 
on issues like this and on issues like weap
ons of mass destruction." 

Washington is bent on grabbing the lion's 
share of the oil wealth in the Caspian Sea, 
putting it on a collision course with Mos
cow and Iran. "Getting assured access to the 
region would be a major asset for the West," 
said Zbigniew Brzezinski, a former U.S. 
national security adviser who has been push
ing for building an oil pipeline in the re
gion. For the past six years the U.S. gov
ernment has been pushing the construction 
of a major oil export pipeline from the 

Territorial claims 

AzerbrJan·s claun 
Turkmemstan·s clarm 

Iran's clarm 

Map shows location of oil giant BP's ex
ploration ship Geogizik-3 and disputed 
borders in Caspian Sea. . 
Caspian Sea via Georgia to Turkey. 

Although the longest and most expensive 
alternative, "this route is favored by the 
United States government," reported the 
Washington Post, "which sees it as a way to 
build up Turkey, assure delivery of oil to the 
Mediterranean through friendly territory, 
and promote as much independence as pos
sible in the former Soviet Republics. Ameri
can oil companies, however, say they would 
need big subsidies because of the expense." 
This route would also bypass Russia and 
Iran. In November 1999 former U.S. presi
dent William Clinton supervised the sign
ing of a deal between the governments of 
Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Geor
gia to build the pipeline. 

Washington has also been probing for 
openings to establish a military presence in 
the region. In 1997 the Pentagon conducted 
military exercises in Kazakhstan that in-

eluded U.S. troops and soldiers from 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan
former Soviet republics on Russia's south
em flank. 

Currently only Moscow and Tehran have 
a significant naval presence in the Caspian 
Sea. Last month the Kremlin announced that 
three new warships were joining its fleet in 
the Caspian. In January its armada con
ducted military maneuvers with live ammu
nition, then anchored the warships off Baku 
before asking permission. 

The Russian government is trying to re
gain lost influence in the Caspian basin fol
lowing the collapse of the Soviet Union 
when the Caspian republics broke into 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Russia. The Soviet Union was once the 
world's largest oil producer, pumping a peak 
of 12.5 million barrels a day in 1988. This 
year the combined oil exports from the 
former Soviet oil-producing states of Rus
sia, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan are pro
jected to be around 3 million barrels a day. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. oil giants, Chevron 
and ExxonMobil, are sinking their roots 
deep into Kazakhstan. Chevron obtained a 
50 percent interest in the Tengiz oil field and 
began building an "American village" for 
its executives in the port city ofAtyrau. "The 
$50 million complex promises to be an is
land of American suburbia," commented 
Steve LeVine, a reporter for the Wall Street 
Journal. "In summer, Chevron families will 
splash in pools fed by a self-contained wa
ter-purification system." 

Atyrau, often plagued with water short
ages, is one of the poorest areas in 
Kazakhstan, where an estimated half of the 
country's 14.9 million people live on $1 a 
day or less. 

Oil was recently discovered in the 
Kashagan oil field located off the shore of 
Kazakhstan. Industry official estimate it 
could contain as much as 50 billion barrels 
of oil. A consortium of nine imperialist
based oil companies has been conducting 
oil drilling in the Kashagan field, including 
Britain's BG Group, Italy's ENI SpA, 
ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch/Shell Group, and 
France's TotalFinaElf. 
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Communism and Labor's Transformation of Nature 

Capitalist agriculture is the art of robbing tb 
Advancing fight for socialism requires closing social and cultural gap betwc 

Below is the second in a four-part series 
the Militant is running on "Communism 
and Labor's Transformation ofNature." The 
series was occasioned by a letter to the edi
tor from Karl Butts, a farmer from Florida, 
commenting on an article in our July 2 is
sue, "Cubans celebrate 40th anniversary of 
farmers organization." 

That article, Butts said, provided a good 
summary of what Cuban farmers have ac
complished over the past four decades as a 
result of the socialist revolution and land 
reform in that country. But he was concerned 
that a sentence in the closing paragraph 
could be read to imply that communists lend 
credence to the concept that organic agri
culture is "preferable to that where 'chemi
cals' are used" and even that "Cuba gener
ally chooses not to use chemicals in agri
cultural production." 

The first installment in this series clari
fied that the anti-science prejudices of con
cern to Butts have nothing in common with 
the views of the communist workers move
ment, either today or at any time since its 
origins in the days of Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels. The article reviewed 
Marx and Engels's materialist explanation 
of the relationship between human labor 
and nature. And it reported on a discussion 
of these issues at a leadership meeting of 
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) held in 
New York City in May. 

BY STEVE CLARK 
The communist movement organized 

further political discussion and education 
around these questions at an international 
Active Workers Conference held in Oberlin, 
Ohio, in mid-June. These matters were ad
dressed, among other ways, in the talk and 
closing conference summary by SWP 
leader Jack Barnes, as well as in a class on 
"Communists and Labor's Social Transfor
mation of Nature" presented by the author 
of this series of articles. 

In his conference talk, Barnes called at
tention to the statement of purpose at the 
beginning of the constitution of the Social
ist Workers Party. "The purpose of the 
party," it says, "shall be to educate and or
ganize the working class in order to estab
lish a workers and farmers government, 
which will abolish capitalism in the United 

~~: 
Nous sommes les heritiers 
des revolutions du monde 
(We are the inheritors 
of the revolutions of 
the world) 
Speeches and writings 
by Thomas Sankara, 
leader of the revolution 
in Burkina Faso, 
1983-87. Contents 
include: 
• A new society, free of 
social injustice and 
imperialist domination 
• Freedom must be fought for 
• Imperialism is the pyromaniac destroying 
our forests and savannas 
• French allows us to communicate with 
other peoples in struggle 
• Ideas cannot be killed: a tribute to 
Che Guevara In French $7.00 

Above, Militant/Hank Sheer; Right, Granma 
Above, farmers protest in Bogor, Indo
nesia, September 1998, demanding re
turn ofland confiscated by government. 
Imperialist-imposed social relations 
result in poverty, hunger, and illiteracy 
in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 
Right, literacy workers in Cuba carry 
out their work in camp of Revolution
ary National Militia in 1961 during 
campaign involving 100,000 volunteer 
youth that wiped out illiteracy. 

States and join in the worldwide struggle 
for socialism." 

Barnes pointed out that winning that 
goal-joining with workers and farmers 
of all lands "in the worldwide struggle 
for socialism"-necessitates closing the 
enormous gap in economic, social, and 
cultural conditions·•among working people 
of different countries, and toilers of city 
and countryside. These inequitable condi
tions are inherited from millennia of class 
society and have been reproduced and of
ten widened by the imperialist world order 
for more than a century. 

A world perspective 
Roughly 2 billion people, for example, 

have no access to modern energy--either 

Thomas Sankara 
Speaks 
Peasants and 
workers in the 
West African 
country of 
Burkina Faso 
established a 
popular revo
lutionary gov
ernment and 
began to com
bat the hun
ger, illiteracy, 
and economic backwardness im-
posed by imperialist domination. 
Thomas Sankara, who led that 
struggle, explains the example set 
for all of Africa. In English $19.95 
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Women•s Liberation and the 
African Freedom Struggle 
Thomas Sankara 
"There is no true social revolution without the liberation of 
women," explains the leader of the 1983-87 revolution in 
Burkina Faso. In English, French, or Spanish $5 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., 
New York NY 10014. When ordering by mail include $3 shipping and handling. 
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to electricity, or to modern sources of fuel 
for cooking and heating. Candles and kero
sene for lighting, and wood, dung, thatch, 
and straw for fuel (all with their noxious 
fumes, harmful both to humans and the 
earth's atmosphere) are the reality for at 
least one-third of the world's population. 
And the World Bank, which is the source 
of these statistics, notes that "even this fig
ure may understate the number without 
access, because some countries (India, for 
example) count all households in a village 
as being electrified if the village has one 
streetlight and one electric water pump"! 

Altogether the imperialist countries of 
North America, Europe, and the Pacific, with 
14 percent of the world's population, con
sume 57 percent of the electricity. Exclud
ing Japan and China, on the other hand, the 
countries of Asia and the Pacific, with 31 
percent of the world's population, consume 
only l 0 percent of the electricity; and the 
countries of Sub-Saharan Africa, with nearly 
10 percent of the world's population, con
sume only 1 percent of the electricity. 

Another indication of this global inequal
ity perpetuated by the world capitalist sys
tem can be seen in the application of the 
most productive farming techniques. While 
in the imperialist countries there are 16 trac
tors in use for every 1,000 acres of farm
land, there are only three in use on average 
elsewhere in the world. And with the ex
ception of the rice-producing Third World 
countries of East Asia, the application of 
fertilizer per acre is much higher in North 
America, Western Europe, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Japan. 

This imperialist-imposed backwardness in 
agriculture and industry has devastating ef
fects on the economic, social, and cultural 
conditions of working people in Asia, Af
rica, and Latin America. According to even 
the understated estimates of big capital's 
own international agencies, some 47 percent 
of the world's population-nearly half
subsist on less than $2 a day. Forty percent 
have no access to basic sanitation. 

Very conservative estimates count at least 
1 billion adults as being illiterate world
wide-more than a quarter of all adults in 
the oppressed nations of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. This includes 60 percent of 
adults in Sub-Saharan Africa and 55 per-

cent in South Asia, with much higher rates 
for women both in these regions and most 
of the rest of the world. 

And as Butts notes at the close of his let
ter, some 800 million people worldwide are 
estimated by the United Nations World Food 
Program to be chronically hungry, with 
many more suffering from malnutrition. 

Continuity with bolshevism 
The preconditions to advancing the 

struggle for socialism on a world scale to
day remain fundamentally the same as 
those presented eight decades ago by Bol
shevik leader V.I. Lenin. In explaining the 
centrality of the effort to advance the in
dustrialization of the young Soviet repub
lic in February 1920, Lenin said: 

We must show the peasants that the 
organisation of industry on the basis of 
modern, advanced technology, on elec
trification which will provide a link be
tween town and country, will put an end 
to the division between town and coun
try, will make it possible to raise the level 
of culture in the countryside and to over
come, even in the most remote corners 
of the land, backwardness, ignorance, 
poverty, disease, and barbarism. ("Report 
on the Work of the All-Russia Central 
Executive Committee," Lenin, Collected 
Works, vol. 30, p. 335.) 

The construction of socialism, Lenin said 
in late December of that year, requires more 
than just literacy among the toilers engaged 
in that historic effort. "We need cultured, 
enlightened and educated working people," 
he said, so that not only urban workers but 
"the majority of the peasants [are] aware 
of the tasks awaiting us." ("Speech to the 
Eighth All-Russia Congress of Soviets," 
Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 31, p. 518). 

Traditional methods? 
Karl Butts is correct that the fetish of 

"organic" farming "has nothing to do with 
the fight to feed the world." 

Those who would reject progress in ag
ricultural chemistry and technology in fa
vor of so-called natural or traditional meth
ods of farming should recall three things: 

First, life expectancy at birth in the ear
liest agricultural communities some 10,000 
years ago was well under 30 years of age. 

Second, as a result of scientific advances 
in plant breeding, fertilizers, pesticides, ir
rigation, and mechanization, world grain 
yields have doubled since 1960, while it 
took I ,000 years in England for wheat 
yields to quadruple to their current level. 

Third, there are few methods so destruc
tive to the environment and inimical to sus
tainable food production as slash-and-bum 
agriculture and overgrazing, both typical of 
so-called traditional farming in much of the 
world. The application of relatively modem 
methods of crop rotation, feedlots, and use 
offertilizer and pesticides register enormous 
and "unnatural" progress in recent centuries 
for both human beings and the environment 
in which we live and labor. 

The communist movement understands 
that the history of capitalist agriculture has 
been one that combines advances in the 
productivity of farm labor, on the one hand, 
with, on the other hand, profit-maximiz
ing methods that exhaust and erode the soil, 
pollute water sources, and poison farmers, 
workers, and consumers. 

What we can learn from Marx 
Marx wrote about these questions at 

length in Capital, at a time when big ad
vances in the knowledge of the chemistry 
of soil fertility were making possible the 
application of synthetic fertilizers to coun
teract the exhaustion of fields and substan
tially increase yields. The first factory pro
ducing "superphosphate" fertilizers began 
operating in Britain in 1843, to be followed 
in Germany, France, and the United States 
over the next three decades. 

Marx answered various early bourgeois 
writers on farming who, "on account of the 
state of agricultural chemistry in their time" 
made the false claim that "there is a limit to 
the amount of capital which can be invested 
in a spatially limited field." To the contrary, 
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Communism and Labor's Transformation of Nature 

e soil and the worker 
en working people worldwide 

\1arx said in Capital, the earth "continuously 
improves, as long as it is treated correctly." 

In fact, he said, agriculture has an ad
vantage over factory production in this re
gard. New machinery depreciates with use, 
he pointed out, and investments in new in
dustrial technology tend to make prior im
provements obsolete. With the soil, how
-::ver, "successive capital investments can 
have their benefit without the earlier ones 
being lost." (Capital, Penguin Classics edi
tion, vol. 3, pp. 915-916.) 

At the same time, Marx recognized that 
the application of all scientific and tech
nological advances under bourgeois social 
relations is subject to the competition of 
capitals to maximize profits. In the very 
next chapter of Capital, "The Genesis of 
Capitalist Ground-Rent," he pointed to the 
consequences of capital's growing domi
nation of agriculture, which drives more 
and more small, family farmers into hope
less debt and off the land. 

This process, Marx wrote, "reduces the 
agricultural population to an ever decreas
ing minimum and confronts it with an ever 
growing industrial population crammed 
together in large towns .... The result ofthis 
is a squandering of the vitality of the soil." 
Marx continued: 

Large-scale industry and industrially 
pursued large-scale agriculture have the 
same effect. If they are originally distin
guished by the fact that the former lays 
waste and ruins labour-power and thus 
the natural power of man, whereas the 
latter does the same to the natural power 
of the soil, they link up in the later course 
of development, since the industrial sys
tem applied to agriculture also enervates 
the workers there, while industry and 
trade for their part provide agriculture 
with the means of exhausting the soil. 
(Capital, vol. 3, pp. 950.) 

Marx had made the same point, perhaps 
even more compellingly, in a section of 
Capital entitled, "Large-scale industry and 
agriculture." He wrote: 

A conscious, technological application 
of science replaces the previous highly 
irrational and slothfully traditional way 
of working. The capitalist mode of pro
duction completes the disintegration of 
the ·primitive familial union which bound 
agriculture and manufacture together 
when they were both at an undeveloped 
and childlike stage. But at the same time 
it creates the material conditions for a 
new and higher synthesis, a union of ag
riculture and industry .... 

While capitalism "creates the material 
conditions" for such an advance, Marx con
tinued, the propertied families' ruthless 
exploitation of both human beings and na
ture create an insuperable obstacle to the 
progress of civilization. He wrote: 

In modern agriculture, as in urban in
dustry, the increase in the productivity 
and the mobility of labour is purchased 
at the cost of laying waste and debilitat
ing labour-power itself. Moreover, all 
progress in capitalist agriculture is a 
progress in the art, not only of robbing 
the worker, but of robbing the soil; all 
progress in increasing the fertility of the 
soil for a given time is a progress towards 
ruining the more long-lasting sources of 
that fertility .... Capitalist production, 
therefore, only develops the techniques 
and the degree of combination of the so
cial process of production by simulta
neously undermining the original sources 
of all wealth-the soil and the worker. 
(Capital, volume I, pp. 637-638.) 

Frederick Engels, Marx's lifelong col-
laborator in the leadership of the commu
nist movement, also described this process 
in many of his writings, including the 1876 
article "The Part Played by Labor in the 
Transition from Ape to Man." It is pub
lished as an appendix to Engels's book, The 
Origins of the Family, Private Property, and 
the State. 

"What cared the Spanish planters in 
Cuba," Engels wrote, "who burned down 
forests on the slopes of the mountains and 
obtained from the ashes sufficient fertilizer 
for one generatiort of highly profitable cof
fee trees-what cared they that the heavy 

tropical rainfall afterwards washed away 
the now-unprotected upper stratum of the 
soil, leaving behind only bare rock! 

"In relation to nature, as to society, the 
present mode of production is predominant! y 
concerned only about the first, the most tan
gible result; and then surprise is even ex
pressed that the most remote effects of ac
tions directed to this end tum out to be of 
quite a different, mainly even of quite an 
opposite character .... " (Origins of the Fam
ily, Private Property, and the State, pp. 238) 

Imperialism, the pyromaniac 
Engels's example, drawn from the early 

years of capitalism in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries, remains an apt description of the 
rapacious and destructive course of interna
tional finance capital to this day. It calls to 
mind the 1986 speech to an international 
conference on trees and forests in Paris, pre
sented by Thomas Sankara, the leader of the 
1983-87 popular revolutionary government 
of the WestAfrican country of Burkina Faso, 
a former French colony. 

Sankara described the "creeping desert" 
in Burkina and a number of other coun
tries at the northern edge of Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Exhaustion of the soil-which ad
vances month by month, year by year across 
an entire swath of the continent-is con
tributing to the hunger, disease, and eco
nomic and social devastation of millions. 

"I have come to join with you in deplor
ing the harshness of nature," Sankara told 
the conference, whose participants included 
the president of France and other top fig
ures in the imperialist government. "But I 
have also come to denounce the one whose 
selfishness is the source of his neighbor's 
misfortune. Colonialism has pillaged our 
forests without the least thought of rep len-

Women in Burkina Faso terrace soil to control erosion in 1986. Soil exhaustion con
tributes to devastation of lives of millions. Thomas Sankara, leader of 198~7 revo
lutionary Burkina Faso government, said that the "battle against the encroachment 
of the desert and to save the forests is above all a struggle against imperialism." 

ishing them for our tomorrows." Sankara 
continued: 

The unpunished destruction of the bio
sphere by savage and murderous forays 
on the land and in the air continues .... 
Those who have the technological means 
to find the culprits have no interest in 
doing so, and those who have an interest 
in doing so lack the necessary techno
logical means. They have only their in
tuition and their firm conviction. 

We are not against progress, but we 
want progress that is not carried out 
anarchically and with criminal neglect 
for other people's rights. We therefore 

wish to affirm that the battle against the 
encroachment of the desert is a battle to 
establish a balance between man, nature, 
and society. As such, it is a battle that is 
above all political, one whose outcome 
is not determined by fate .... 

As Karl Marx said, those who live in 
a palace do not think the same things, 
nor in the same way, as those who live in 
a hut. This struggle to defend the trees 
and the forests is above all a struggle 
against imperialism. Imperialism is the 
pyromaniac setting fire to our forests and 
savannahs. (Thomas Sankara Speaks, 
Pathfinder Press, pp. 154-156) 

To be continued next week 

'The working-class road to peace' 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

NEW YORK-"The Working-Class 
Road to Peace and a Livable Environment" 
was the topic of a lively Militant Labor 
Forum presented here August 3 by Norton 
Sandler, organizer of the New York Social
ist Workers Party. 

What a shame has come to America, the 
America that once placed in New York har
bor a Statue of Liberty enlightening the 
world. Now the world recoils in horror from 
her name." 

Today, the U.S. rulers are on a drive to 
expand their nuclear dominance through the 
development and deployment of an anti
ballistic missile shield based on land, sea, 
and in outer space, emphasized Sandler. 
This is one reflection of the fact that since 
Washington began its preparations for the 

imperialist assault on Iraq in the summer 
of 1990, U.S. imperialism has stepped up 
the use of its superior military might as a 
way to deal blows to rival imperialist pow
ers in Europe-Germany and France espe
cially-and Japan. The war against the Iraqi 
people was an extension of the employers' 
assault against working people in the 
United States, Sandler said. 

Speaking several days before the 56th 
anniversary of Washington's dropping of 
nuclear bombs on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Sandler pointed 
out the U.S. rulers "couch their war efforts 
as paving the road to peace." 

In looking at this and all political ques
tions, class-conscious workers begin with 

Continued on page I 0 

In fact Washington justifies 
its use of the atomic bombs 
at the end of World War II by 
saying the action "saved 
American lives" and brought 
peace to the world. 

Some who consider them
selves radicals have bought 
into this argument, Sandler 
explained. But at the time the 
Militant pointed out the truth 
with its Aug. 18, 1945, ban
ner headline: "There is no 
peace." Two weeks after the 
bombing SWP leader James 
P. Cannon gave a speech 
elaborating on this assess
ment. 

"What a commentary on 
the real nature of capitalism 
in its decadent phase is this," 
Cannon said, "that the scien
tific conquest of the marvel
ous secret of atomic energy, 
which might rationally be 
used to lighten the burdens of 
all mankind, is employed first 
for the wholesale destruction 
of half a million people." 

"In two calculated blows, 
with two atomic bombs, 
American imperialism killed 
or injured half a million hu
man beings," continued Can
non. "This is how American 
imperialism is bringing civi
lization to the Orient. What 
an unspeakable atrocity! 

Origin of the Family, Private Property, 
and the State 
Frederick Engels 
Includes the appendix, "The Part Played by Labor in the Transition from 
Ape to Man," in which Engels explains that capitalist production, includ
ing agriculture, is concerned with only "the most immediate results." As 
long as the "usual coveted profit" is made, the capitalist is satisfied and 
unconcerned with human, environmental, or other consequences. $17.95 

Capitalism's World Disorder 
Jack Barnes 
The social devastation, financial panics, political turmoil, police brutality, 
and military assaults accelerating all around us are the inevitable forces 
unleashed by capitalism. But the future capitalism has in store for us can be changed by the 
timely solidarity, courageous action, and united struggle of workers and farmers conscious of 
their power to transform the world. Also available in French and Spanish. $23.95 

Capital 
Karl Marx 
Marx explains the workings of the capitalist system and how it produces the insoluble con
tradictions that breed class struggle. He demonstrates the inevitability of the revolutionary 

transformation of society into one ruled for the first time by the produc
ing majority-the working class. In three volumes. 
Vol. 1 $14.95; Vol. 2 $13.95; Vol. 3 $14.95 

Lenin's Final Fight 
Speeches and Writings, 1922-23 
In the course of his final fight to maintain the communist course of the 
Bolshevik Party, Lenin discusses tasks of establishing public education, 
literacy, electrification and industrialization as bases for strengthening 
the alliance between the working class and the peasantry and joining the 
international fight for socialism. Compiles speeches, articles, and other 
documents from this period. Also available in Spanish. $19.9 5 

Available from bookstores, including those listl'd on page 12. 
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'The working-class 
road to peace' 
Continued from Page 9 
a historical perspective and the interests of 
the workers and farmers of the world, the 
SWP leader explained. "For us there is no 
'we' called the American people. The 
United States is a class-divided society," he 
said. "The only 'we' is workers and farm
ers of the world and the only 'them' is the 
employers, the super-wealthy ruling class." 

The Bush administration has taken up the 
mantle from the Clinton administration and 
is pushing ahead with the U.S. ruling-class 
drive to set aside the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
treaty (ABM)-signed by Washington and 
Moscow in 1972-and try to deploy a sys
tem capable of shooting down missiles, par
ticularly in their "boost" phase. "Their goal 
is to distance themselves even further from 
all the other atomic powers-China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom as well as In
dia, Pakistan, and Israel," stated Sandler. 
And this will put increased pressure on the 
U.S. rulers' imperialist competitors, as well 
as Russia, to try to close this gap. 

Washington is undertaking extensive re
search with plans for testing and develop
ing a broad array of weaponry to be sta
tioned in outer space-from chemical lasers 
to interceptors to more sensor-laden satel
lites in orbit. Sandler pointed to one such 
project, as reported in The Observer pub
lished in the United Kingdom, to develop a 
"space-bomber," which "could destroy tar
gets on the other side of the world within 
30 minutes." 

U.S. defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
describes this vehicle as being"valuable for 
conducting rapid global strikes." The Ob
server noted, "The craft,-which would set 
the scene for a new generation of strato
spheric warfare-would be able to drop pre
cision bombs from a height of 60 miles, fly
ing at 15 times the speed and 10 times the 
height of America's current bomber fleet." 

Sandler pointed to the attack recently 
launched on Bush's missile shield plans by 
Democratic congressman Richard 
Gephardt, the House minority leader. He 
charged that Bush's policy was 
"unilateralist" and undermines relations 
with European allies. "Gephardt argues that 
nuclear deterrence-sometimes called Mu
tually Assured Destruction or MAD-still 
works and urges the U.S. rulers to keep the 
MAD framework," said Sandler. 

"This is the alternative those on the left 
of bourgeois politics present for humanity," 
he said. "No to missile defense; yes to 

MAD! But this is certainly not the frame
work working-class fighters should accept. 
Instead, workers and farmers can chart a 
course of revolutionary struggle to put in 
place a government of their own, one whose 
only interest is leading the fight to overturn 
capitalism and join with working people 
around the world in the fight for socialism. 
This is the only alternative for humanity and 
the only way to end imperialist war and dis
arm the war makers," he said. 

Negotiations with Russia 
At the recent meeting in Genoa, Italy, of 

leaders of the industrial nations from the 
Group of Eight, Bush and Russian president 
Vladimir Putin agreed to substantially re
duce their nuclear warheads in exchange for 
Moscow not opposing Washington's plans 
for developing a missile shield. "This deal 
will certainly make many of the govern
ments in Europe unhappy," which have been 
expressing their concerns over Bush's stated 
intentions to abrogate theABM treaty, noted 
Sandler. 

The tentative agreement between Bush 
and Putin marks a change over the past de
cades, but one that is not historically differ
ent in relations between the workers state 
in Russia and various imperialist powers. 
With the end of the Cold War that began in 
the 1950s, negotiations and treaties with 
Russia are now a greater part of the 
interimperialist conflict. The government in 
Russia that represents bureaucratic layers in 
the state apparatus and wealthy layers in the 
country, will seek accords with this or that 
imperialist power to advance their eco
nomic, political, and military interests, he 
said. 

Washington's current convergence with 
Moscow on nuclear weapons is an example 
of this, Sandler said. For the Russian ruling 
layers, a massive reduction in the nuclear 
arsenal would be a big financial relief, since 
maintaining and updating nuclear weapons 
is an expensive proposition. In turn, Wash
ington undercuts objections by Germany, 
France, an other powers in Europe to de
ployment of the missile defense shield. 
These European rivals of Washington op
pose the plan because it gives Washington 
an even greater military edge in the world. 
And Washington gains these advantages 
while still maintaining what will still be a 
massive nuclear force. 

Prior to World War II, Sandler noted, Jo
seph Stalin entered into negotiations and 
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Europe and America 
Two Speeches on Imperialism 

By Leon Trotsky 
"If in the past it was 
European capitalism 
that revolutionized 
backward sections of 
the world, then today it 
is American capitalism 
that revolutionizes 
overmature Europe. 
She has no avenue of 
escape from the 
economic blind alley 
other than the proletarian revolution. The 
inevitable development of this gigantic struggle 
will inaugurate as well the revolutionary epoch 
for the present capitalist overlord, the United 
States of America." $6.00 

Opening Ciuns 
of World War Ill 
Washington's Assault on Iraq 
By Jack Barnes 
The U.S. government's murderous assault on 

Iraq heralded increasingly sharp conflicts among 
imperialist powers, the rise of rightist and fas
cist forces, growing instability of international 
capitalism, and more wars. In New International 
no.7. $12.00 

Available from bookstores, including those listed 
on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., 
New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 741-0690. 

Space-based -vvarfare used to seen1 
Graphic from article in New York Times Sunday ~agazine edition. "Th~ U.S. military 
has plans for a diverse arsenal in space," article states. Washington's conflicts with 
European imperialist powers--Germany and France especially-- have sharpened. 

treaties with various imperialist powers ac
cording to the needs and interests of the 
bureaucratic caste he headed. The Stalin
Hitler pact, signed in 1939 on the same day 
the German government invaded Poland, 
was preceded by a trade agreement between 
the two countries. Leon Trotsky, a leader of 
the 1917 Russian Revolution and the Com
munist International until expelled and ex
iled by Stalin, said at the time that the 
Stalinist regime, fearing war with Germany, 
"preferred the status quo, with Hitler as its 
ally." 

Trotsky noted that without revolution, 
"the overthrow of Hitler is inconceivable. 
A victorious revolution in Germany would 
raise the class-consciousness of the broad 
masses in the USSR to a very high level and 
render impossible the further existence of 
the Moscow tyranny." With Russia as a 
source of raw materials needed for the Ger
man imperialist war machine, Trotsky said 
Stalin "acts as his [Hitler's] quartermaster." 

Today, deals, temporary alliances, trea
ties, and trade with Russia have once again 
become part of the interimperialist conflict, 
one which Washington is exploiting to its 
advantage. 

Conflicts between U.S. and Europe 
The nations in Europe conflict and com

pete both with the United States and with 
each other, said Sandler. The U.S. rulers try 
to take advantage of the disputes between 
these countries to promote their own inter
ests and assert themselves as the dominant 
European power. "It's important to closely 
follow these conflicts," said Sandler, as ten
sions between Washington and European 
powers over economic and military ques
tions are the sharpest conflicts in the world 
today, and this has been the case for a num
ber of years. 

As a point of contrast, Sandler asserted 
that the U.S. rulers are not going to fight a 
war with China over Taiwan. In fact ever 
since U.S. president Richard Nixon visited 
China ,in the early 1970s and subsequently 
recognized Beijing, the long-term direction 
is for Taiwan to become part of China once 
again. Leading officials from Dell Com
puter, which relies on cheap labor for as
sembling computers, has a sizable part of 
its operations based in Taiwan. With pres
sure on profits, rising wages in Taiwan, and 
potential to expand sales in China, Dell has 
warned the Taiwanese government it must 
move ahead with establishing normal trade 
and economic links with the mainland or 
else the company may have to shift more of 
its operations to Hong Kong. Another ex
ample of this is the defense minister inAus
tralia telling U.S. secretary of state Colin 
Powell and Defense Secretary Rumsfeld that 
his government would not automatically 
side with the United States in a conflict with 
China over Taiwan. 

In early July, the 20-member European 
Commission announced that they were 
blocking the merger of General Electric and 

Honeywell-two U.S.-based companies
on grounds that the new giant company 
would reduce competition in the aerospace 
industry in Europe. "This is an example of 
the kind of protectionist measures the rival 
imperialist powers will take," Sandler said. 
"The U.S. rulers will never accept this deci
sion, in which European bureaucrats are tell
ing GE what it can or cannot do in the 
world." 

Similarly, the Bush administration has 
made clear its opposition to a new draft ac
cord, being promoted by the European 
Union and others, designed to enforce a 
1972 ban on biological weapons that calls 
for on-site inspections. As with a proposed 
treaty banning small arms and the Kyoto 
climate accords, Bush simply states that the 
treaties have nothing to do with their de
clared intent and that they are ineffective. 
He calls the bluff of Washington's imperi
alist rivals. In addition, Sandler said, "The 
U.S. government maintains the most mas
sive stockpile of biological weapons in the 
world," and they're not about to back a pro
tocol allowing foreign inspectors to have 
access to their industrial and military facili
ties, Sandler said. 

The White House is also refusing to ratify 
the Treaty of Rome, which establishes an 
International Criminal Court that could po
tentially be used to prosecute U.S. political 
and military leaders. Washington is for an 
international tribunal as long as it runs and 
control it, like the one in The Hague, Neth
erlands, said Sandler, but the U.S. rulers will 
never agree to one where U.S. figures could 
possibly be indicted as war criminals. 

The Bush Doctrine 
Sandler pointed to a recent article entitled 

"The Isolationist President?" by Frank 
Gaffney Jr., a contributing editor to the right
wing National Review, that argues that Bush 
is simply pursuing a course of action on all 
these questions aimed at protecting the in
terests of the U.S. ruling class. 

The SWP leader pointed to a couple of 
other recent opinion columns that shed light 
on the course of action being pursued by 
the U.S. ruling class. Writing in June 4 edi
tion of The Weekly Standard, conservative 
commentator Charles Krauthammer an
nounced the advent of what he calls "The 
Bush Doctrine" in an article subtitled, 
"ABM, Kyoto, and the New American 
Unilateralism." 

"Today, the United States remains the 
preeminent economic, military, diplomatic, 
and cultural power on a scale not seen since 
the fall of the Roman Empire .... This wish 
to maintain, augment, and exploit that pre
dominance is what distinguished the new 
foreign policy of the Bush administration," 
wrote Krauthammer. 

In a July 16 article in the Jewish World 
Review Lawrence Kudlow, chief economist 
for CNBC, points favorably to the perspec
tive being put forward by former Reagan 

Continued on Page 14 



Meat packers in Nebraska step up union drive 
Continued from front page 
ding system by seniority and a retirement 
plan. 

Maintenance workers at ConAgra's 
Northern States Beef, also located in South 
Omaha, ratified their first contract July 8. 
In addition to an immediate 50 cents an hour 
increase, the three-year pact provides for 
annual wage increases, night shift premium 
pay of $2 an hour, and improvements in 
vacation pay and other benefits. 

Workers at the Cudahy and Northern 
States Beef factories waged hard-fought 
union organizing battles as part of UFCW 
Local271 's yearlong drive to organize some 
4,000 packinghouse workers in South 
Omaha. Workers voted in the union at the 
Cudahy plant, but at Northern States Beef 
only the maintenance workers cast a major
ity of their ballots for the UFCW. The con
tract victories at the two plants have given 
renewed momentum to further organizing 
efforts, especially at Nebraska Beef. 

Bringing experiences to bear 
Tiberio Chavez, a maintenance worker at 

Northern States Beef and a leader of the 
bargaining committee there, has been at
tending organizing committee meetings of 
workers from Nebraska Beef. Chavez and 
workers from the Cudahy plant are bring
ing their union experiences to bear in the 
struggle to organize Nebraska Beef. 

"If the workers at Nebraska Beef win, it 
will mean that they have a voice and can 
secure better wages and working condi
tions," he said. "If they win, it will 
strengthen all of us and help all of us make 
improvements in our conditions." 

Chavez said the production workers 
from his plant are playing an important role 
at the Nebraska organizing meetings. "We 
faced the same lies, intimidation, and ha
rassment that the Nebraska Beef workers 
are facing as the bosses try to keep the 
union out. We don't want Nebraska Beef 
workers to fall into the same traps and make 
the same mistakes," he said. Chavez re
ported that the production workers at his 
plant are discussing launching another or
ganizing effort next year. "Even when you 
win a union and a contract, the fight contin
ues," Chavez added. 

Hilda Guillen, a packinghouse worker 
and a member UFCW Local 540 from 
Friona, Texas, is currently assigned as an 
organizer for the Nebraska Beef campaign. 

"I've been through the same mistreatment 
and the same bad conditions that workers 
here are going through," she told the Mili
tant. "We changed those conditions through 
the union. No matter how much the com
pany will lie and try to confuse the workers 
at Nebraska Beef, the two victories at 
ConAgra and talking to those workers will 
make it clear that they also need a union." 

There are various assessments in the plant 
on the outcome of the union vote. "I think 
we are going to win," said one worker at 
Nebraska Beef. "Many people are afraid 
to talk about it openly, but they are going 
to vote for the union. The company runs 
the line very fast. Many people get injured. 
Sometimes they get fired or the company 
does not want to cover their medical ex
penses." 

"It will take more participation and ev
erybody coming together and not being 
afraid for us to win the election," said 
Anselm McCrimon, a saw operator in the 
fabrication department at Nebraska Beef. 

Every afternoon, as workers leave the 
plant, they are greeted by union supporters 
distributing handbills explaining why work
ers should support the union and answering 
the latest company attack on the organizing 
drive. Among those handing out leaflets 
have been union field organizers, workers 
from other industries, union officials from 
other unions, students, and church members. 
Many have been organized by Omaha To
gether/One Community, a coalition oflocal 
churches that has been working closely with 
the UFCW on the drive to organize Omaha 
packinghouse workers. 

Recently, several workers in the plant 

Bound volumes of the 
Militant are available 
for $75. One volume 
per year, with index:. 
Send a check or money order to: 
The Militant, 410 West St., New 
York, NY 1 0014 

have begun joining the leafleting teams. 
McCrimon, who is among those leading this 
effort, stated, "When people see us hand
billing, everyone sees that there is no rea
son to be scared, that there is strength in 
numbers." 

Nebraska Beef bosses responded to the 
stepped-up handbilling by placing several 
large trash barrels outside the plant with the 
words "Union Flyers" crudely stenciled on 
each barrel. Union supporters report that 
most workers leaving the plant read and 
keep the union's handbills, which are printed 
in Spanish and English. 

Pro-union workers have also begun join-

ing union organizers in conducting house 
visits to talk about the union. Organizers 
project trying to visit every Nebraska Beef 
worker at their home before the election date. 

The company campaign to defeat the 
union began in earnest several weeks ago 
with "information sheets" attached to each 
employee's paycheck and one-on-one meet
ings between supervisors and workers. Le
gally barred from threatening to close the 
plant if workers vote for the union, pro-com
pany forces have been circulating not-so
subtle rumors of a plant closure. 

Workers have been given several photo
copies of newspaper articles that supposedly 

tie unions to plant closures. For example, 
the company sarcastically wrote, "Another 
Union Victory," on an article entitled, "LBT 
Tells Strikers: Plant Will Close." 

Workers in the ground beef department got 
a taste of what the company projects at a se
ries of"informational meetings." According 
to a sign posted by the company, the meet
ings are designed to "assist you in making 
an informed decision and one you will not 
regret." A worker at the meeting reports the 
boss tried to slander a mechanic at ConAgra, 
in an attempt to undercut the contract vic
tory there, saying the union "is for lazy people 
and all they want is your money." 

Socialist joins Seattle mayoral debate 
BY CECELIA MORIARITY 

SEATTLE-Ernest Mailhot, a meat 
packer and member of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers union, partici
pated in two recent mayoral debates here 
as the Socialist Workers candidate for 
mayor of Seattle. 

Several people clapped in the first debate 
when Mailhot pointed to the exclusion of 
one of the candidates from the debate. 
"Omari Tahir-Garrett, an activist in the 
Black community," stated Mailhot, "is be
ing held on an outrageous bail of$250,000. 
This is being done to take the heat off the 
police who killed Aaron Roberts. I call for 
all the candidates to speak out against this 
attack on democratic rights and I further call 
for the prosecution and jailing of the cops 
who killed Roberts." 

Roberts, a Black resident of Seattle's 
Central District, was killed May 31. The 
police claim that he grabbed the arm of a 
cop and held it while driving, shifting gears, 
and fighting off another cop, who entered 
the passenger side of the car and shot Rob
erts. Witnesses have come forward to con
tradict this police cover-up. 

A few weeks after several protests against 
the cop killing of Roberts, Mayor Paul 
Schell spoke in the Central District at an 
event the Seattle Weekly described as "pri
marily white," and "developer- oriented." 
This activity angered many in the Black 
community as it was held at the same place 
where Roberts died at the hands of the po
lice. It was during a protest of this event that 
Tahir-Garrett was arrested and charged with 
hitting the mayor. 

None of the other candidates spoke di
rectly about the cop killing orTahir-Garrett's 
bail, which was later lowered to $25,000. 
In the second debate Mailhot also called for 
the firing of the cops who lined up a group 
of Asian youth against a wall for 45 min
utes and taunted them with racial abuse. The 
cops claim they stopped the youth for sup
posedly jaywalking. 

Mayor Schell responded to the socialist 
candidates comments by saying the Seattle 
police force was a very good police force. 
Mark Sidran, the city attorney and another 
Democratic Party candidate for mayor, de
fended the cops by saying they were needed 
in the Black community because, accord
ing to him, so many Blacks commit crimes 
against other Blacks. 

Schell said progress was being made in 
providing low-income housing, and he and 
another big-business candidate, County 

Militant/Jeff Hamill 
Socialist Workers candidate for mayor of Seattle, Ernest Mailhot, (second from left) 
participating in mayoral debate. Mailhot pointed to the growing resistance by work
ers and farmers here and around the world to growing crisis of capitalism system. 

Councilman Greg Nickels, said they sup
ported the building of a multibillion dol
lar light rail system to deal with Seattle's 
traffic problem. Mailhot explained that 
with an estimated 6,500 homeless people 
in Seattle, progress was not being made 
on this front and that the proposed light 
rail system was widely seen by working 
people as being an inadequate and costly 
plan that would disrupt whole communi
ties. Mailhot called for a massive, govern
ment-funded public works program that 
would provide jobs at union scale wages 
to build much needed affordable housing, 
and transportation that would be accessible 
and inexpensive for all, as well as hospi
tals, child-care centers, and more. 

Mailhot pointed out that Washington is 
preparing for more wars abroad-both 
against its imperialist rivals and against 
working people resisting the worsening con
ditions imposed by capitalism. He pointed 
to the U.S. military's use of the Puerto Rican 
island ofVieques for practice naval maneu
vers and the billions being spent "for the 
development ofWashington's nuclear first
strike capacity" through its antiballistic mis
sile program. "War, racism, police brutal
ity, and assaults on our unions is what the 

Democrats and Republicans have to offer," 
he said. 

In the debates Mailhot pointed to the 
growing resistance among working people 
to the effects of capitalism. "Many of you 
may think the big-business candidates here 
are more realistic than I am, " stated Mailhot. 
"And they are, in the sense that they offer 
more of the same of capitalist degradation, 
economic crisis, war, and racism. My cam
paign is the only realistic one because it of
fers the only solution for workers, farmers 
and youth today: joining the fight to replace 
the capitalist government with one of work
ers and farmers that will be part of the world
wide struggle to get rid of capitalism once 
and for all." 

Mailhot was mentioned in several news
paper articles as the candidate who points 
to the Cuban Revolution as the example for 
working people. Several of Mailhot's co
workers at the meatpacking plant where he 
is employed are following the campaign. 
After reading Mailhot's campaign brochure, 
one co-worker said he thought it was great 
that the socialist candidate talked about in
ternational struggles, including the fight for 
independence of Puerto Rico and defense 
of the Cuban Revolution. 

Socialist seeks ballot spot in Massachusetts 
Continued from front page 
humanity," he said. 

"Capitalism is heading the world into 
more wars, economic crisis, and racist as
saults," he said. "It keeps the vast majority 
of the world's population in chains ofback
wardness and oppression. Its wars and ex
ploitation of working people around the 
world is simply an extension of its policy at 
home-something workers and farmers 
here know firsthand." 

It's important to remember, Satter said, 
that the assault on the rights and living con
ditions of working people has been carried 
out in a bipartisan manner. "The Democrats 
and Republicans represent different wings 
of the same ruling class," he said. "Our cam
paign represents an independent, working
class alternative to the two-party system." 

Satter had just returned from Cuba as a 
participant in the Second Cuba-U.S. Youth 
Exchange. "Cuba is an example of what 

working people are capable of once we get 
the government of the exploiters off our 
backs and begin to reorganize society to 
meet human needs rather than the profits of 
a tiny minority," he said. He called on Wash
ington to end its decades-long embargo 
against Cuba and restrictions on travel by 
U.S. citizens there. A forum is planned Au
gust 11 featuring a panel of those who par
ticipated in the Youth Exchange. 

Campaign supporters collected some 800 
signatures the first weekend in August and 
are planning for a big turnout August 11-
12, as part of a drive to collect twice the 
requirement of 2,000 signatures. 

Earlier in the week a team of campaign 
supporters petitioned during rush hour at a 
subway stop in South Boston, a largely Irish 
immigrant part of the city. Andrea Morell, a 
campaign supporter, reported she met some 
Irish workers who had only been in the 
country a few weeks or months. One bought 

a copy of the campaign newspaper, the Mili
tant. Morell explained, "He shared the con
viction of the paper's coverage that the fight 
for a united Ireland was unstoppable." Four 
Militants were sold by the team. 

Ted Leonard works in a meatpacking plant 
in Chelsea, Massachusetts. 
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S. African workers shut down auto plants 
BY T.J. FIGUEROA 

In the latest battle to flare up in South 
Africa's annual July-August contract nego
tiation period, workers shut down the 
country's auto industry after contract talks 
broke down. Some 21,000 members of the 
National Union of Metalworkers of South 
Africa (NUMSA) launched a nationwide 
strike August 6 against BMW, Volkswagen, 
DaimlerChrysler, Delta, Ford, Nissan, and 
Toyota, bringing production to a halt. 

Work was halted in the biggest auto re
gion-the Eastern Cape province--as well 
as at plants near Durban and Pretoria. The 
shutdown will put extra pressure on several 
plants producing cars for export contracts. 
Auto manufacturing makes up a large part 

of South Africa's economy, employing about 
30,000 workers. The country's annual wage 
negotiating season peaks in July andAugust, 
when several long-term contracts expire. 

"The union will not settle for an unac
ceptable compromise that will not give 
workers decent wages," said NUMSA 
spokesperson Dumisa Ntuli. He called the 
first day of the walkout, accompanied by 
protests, pickets and toyi-toying, "a resound
ing success." 

Dave Kirby, a spokesman for the Auto
mobile Manufacturers Employers' Organi
zation, which represents the major auto 
bosses, complained that the strike would 
have "serious consequences for the local 
economy and further negatively influence 

foreign perceptions about labor stability in 
South Africa." 

NUMSA is demanding a 12 percent wage 
increase, and wants the current three-year 
contract system changed so that wages are 
negotiated every two years. The employers 
are offering a 7.5 percent wage increase. 

Current inflation levels in SouthAfrica are 
hovering, officially, at about 6.5 percent. Al
most no industrial contracts, however, include 
automatic increases to compensate for spikes 
in prices, let alone the inflationary conse
quences of a currency that is steadily declin
ing against the dollar and the euro. 

at Iscor, the biggest steel producer in the 
country, where 15,000 workers had begun 
a strike in the form of general meetings in 
plants on August 3. The company agreed to 
wage increases of7 percent for the highest
paid workers, and 9 percent for the lowest 
paid. 

Youth festival opens in Algeria 

A day after the auto strike began, mem
bers of two unions struck Highveld Steel and 
Vanadium, the country's second-largest steel 
manufacturer, which is majority-owned by 
Anglo American Corp. 

About 3,000 NUMSA members and 
1,100 members of Mineworkers Union
Solidarity are demanding wage increases 
ranging from 10 percent to 15 percent, 
against a company offer of 8 percent. The 
unions are also demanding progress on 
health-care subsidies, housing subsidies, 
overtime pay, and leaves for shop stewards 
to attend to union activity. 

Meanwhile, a planned strike by 50,000 
gold miners against three companies-Gold 
Fields, Harmony, and Durban Roodepoort 
Deep, was called off after the first two 
agreed to increase the monthly minimum 
wage to 2,000 rands per month (about 
US$240) and increase annual leave to 25 
days. Durban Roodepoort's minimum wage 
will rise to R 1,600 a month (US$192) and 
brings leave days to 24 a year by 2003. The 
companies also agreed to provide some 
medical care for miners who have contracted 
HIV I AIDS, increased training for women, 
and longer meal breaks. 

Continued from front page 
egation marched with T-shirts and portraits 
of revolutionary leader Ernesto Che 
Guevara, "one ofthe highest symbols of the 
internationalist spirit of the [Cuban] Revo
lution and as an expression of the ties that 
bound the Heroic Guerrilla with Algeria," 
as the Cuban daily Granma put it. One of 
those marching was Guevara's daughter, 
Aleida Guevara. 

The Cuban delegation includes farmers, 
soldiers, workers, technicians, and other 
youth selected for their outstanding work. 
According to Granma, Otto Rivero, head of 
the delegation and first secretary of the Union 
otYoung Communists (UJC), stated that they 
will describe how Cuban youth are involved 
today in a "battle of ideas" to "mobilize youth 
and strengthen their vanguard role in the 
battle for the best causes of humanity, at a 
time when capitalism is seeking to demobi
lize many people." The Cuban delegates in
clude many of the leaders of the UJC and the 
Federation of University Students. 

Among the participants in the ceremony 
was aU .S. delegation that carried signs read
ing, "U.S. Hands Off the Middle East," 
"Free the Five Cuban Patriots in U.S. Pris
ons," "U.S. Navy Out ofVieques," and "Can
cel the Third World Debt." 

The campaign on behalf of the impris
oned Cubans refers to an effort to win jus
tice for five framed-up Cuban citizens who 
were recently tried and sentenced by a U.S. 
court on "espionage" charges. They had 
been working to expose U.S.-backed coun
terrevolutionary groups responsible for ter

. rorist attacks against Cuba. 
A variety of forums and workshops are 

now being organized on topics such as 
neoliberalism and globalization, solidarity 
with the people of Palestine, and the fight 
against Washington's Plan Colombia, under 
which the U.S. military is increasing its pres-

-CALENDAR-
CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco 
Participate in a Socialist Summer School. Syl
labus includes What Is To Be Done? and To the 
Rural Poor by V.I. Lenin, and Struggle for a Pro
letarian Party. by James P. Cannon. Saturdays 
at II :00 a.m. July 21 to August 25. 3926 Mis
sion St, San Francisco. Tel: (415) 584-2135. 
Sponsored by Young Socialists and Socialist 
Workers Party. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
Participate in a Socialist Summer School. The 
school focuses on study of To the Rural Poor 
and What Is To Be Done? by V.I. Lenin. Classes 
on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. July II to August 
29. Special educational weekend August 18-19. 
5237 N. 5th St. Tel: (215) 324-7020. Sponsored 
by Young Socialists and Socialist Workers Party. 

~-----------

1 Where Lumumba is playing 1 
I 'Lumumba' is about the anticolonial I 

revolution in the Congo, led by I 
Patrice Lumumba, and how Wash- 1 

ington and Brussels overthrew the 
newly independent government. 
Playing in many cities. To find out 

where go to: 

http:www.zeitgeistfilm. 
com/currentlplaydates/ 

lumumba.playdates.html 
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ence in South America. 
The festival will end with a three-day anti

imperialist tribunal where delegates from 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, North Korea, and other 
countries will make presentations about 
struggles against imperialism and present evi
dence of the brutality and crimes of the U.S., 
French, British, and other imperialist powers. The Highveld strike follows a settlement 

These strikes-and the gains registered 
when the bosses blinked as walkouts 
loomed-underline the fact that the work
ing class in South Africa, the strongest con
tingent of the industrial proletariat south of 
the Sahara, has plenty of fighting capacity. 
That fighting spirit is scheduled to be on dis
play once again at the end of this month. 

MILITANT LABOR FORUMS------
CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco 
The Legacy of Patrice Lumumba and the 
Congolese Revolution: Lessons for Today. Fri., 
Aug. 17, 7:30p.m. 
Farmers and the Fight for Water: Report back 
from the Klamath River Basin. 
Fri., Aug. 24, 7:30 p.m. Both events at 3926 
Mission St. Tel: (415) 584-2135. 

New York City Militant Labor Forum 

Developing resistance in 
the coalfields 
Speaker: Frank Forrestal, 

Socialist Workers candidate for Pittsburgh 
mayor, member of United Mine Workers 
of America Local 1248 in Pennsylvania. 

Sat., Aug. 25,7:30 p.m. 
Donation: $4 

For details, call (212) 695-7358, 
(212) 740-4611, (718) 567-8014. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
Why Working People Can't Get Justice from 
the Capitalist Criminal Justice System. 
Speaker: Ned Measel, Socialist Workers Party. 
Fri., Aug. 17, 7:00 p.m. 465 Boulevard. Suite 
214. Tel: (404) 622-8917. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
From Hiroshima and Nagasaki to 
Washington's Anti-Ballistic Missile Shield. 
Speaker: Brian Williams, Militant staff writer. 
Fri., Aug. 10, 7:30p.m. 
Reportback on Cuba-U.S. Youth Exchange. 
Speaker: representative ofYoung Socialists, par
ticipants in exchange. Fri., Aug. 17, 7:30p.m. 
Both events at 506 Springfield Ave. 3rd Floor. 
Donation: $4. Tel: (973) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK 
Brooklyn 
Anniversary ofthe Bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Fri., August 10,7:30 p.m. 372A 53rd 
Street. Donation: $4. Tel: (718) 567-8014. 

Garment District 
Crisis in the Dominican Republic. Working 

People Resist Austerity and Cop Brutality. 
Speaker: Seth Galinsky, Socialist Workers Party. 
Fri., Aug. I 0, 7:30p.m. 545 8th Ave. Donation: 
$4. Tel: (212) 695-7 358. 

Upper Manhattan 
From Hiroshima and Nagasaki to 
Washington's Anti-Ballistic Missile Shield. 
Speaker: John Hawkins. Fri., Aug. I 0, 7:30p.m. 
British Troops Out of Ireland. Speaker: Ruth 
Harris, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Aug. 17 7:30 
p.m. Both events at 540 W. 165 St. Donation: 
$4. Tel: (212) 740-461 I. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Energy Crisis is Product of Capitalism, not 
Nature. Speaker: Felicity Coggan, Communist 
League candidate for mayor of Auckland. 
Fri., Aug. 17, 7:00p.m. 7 Mason Ave., Otahuhu. 
Donation: $3. Tel: (09) 276-8885. 

Christchurch 
Energy Crisis is Product of Capitalism, not 
Nature. Speaker: Felicity Coggan, Communist 
League candidate for mayor of Auckland. Sat., 
Aug. 18, 7:00 p.m. Gloucester Arcade, 129 
Gloucester St. Donation: $3. Tel: (03) 365-6055. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 
Where to find Pathfinder books and 

distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle 
Internationale, Nueva Internacional and 
Ny International. 
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-GREAT SOCIE1Y-----------------
How about an age-limit law?~ 

The Czech government is sweating 
over a disclosed report from Philip 
Morris. Earlier, the huge trust had 

ing that the premature death of 
smokers saved the government up 
to $30 million a year in retirement 
pensions, medical care, etc. A tidy 
sum, but it doesn't match the profit 
of $82 million pocketed by Philip 
Morris last year, despite the loss of 
valued customers. 

neurological impairment in chil
dren and thyroid cancer in adults. 
In California, environmentalists es
timate the chemical is present in 7 
million water taps. 

parliament has suggested that im
migrants seeking entry to marry be 
barred unless they can speak ad
equate English. 

people who want to address the 
council to first take an oath that 
they're telling the truth. 

Like, maybe, adequate mass 
transit?~"When terror comes 
along for the ride~ Thousands of 
Americans suffer from panic attacks 
and phobias related to driving. 
Therapists say there are ways to con
quer their fears"~News headline. 

bought the state tobacco company 
and enjoys 80 percent of the mar
ket. The report offered data show-

Uncle Sam's taking care of it~ 
In 18 states, perchlorate, a chemi
cal by-product of rocket fuel, has 
been detected in soil and water, and 
it's suspected to be present in 20 
other states where rocket fuel is 
made. The chemical is linked to 

Armed for sky rage?~ The Fed
eral Aviation Administration is 
weighing a plan to reduce air traffic 
delays by permitting pilots to change 
their routes and take short cuts, fly 
closer together, land in bad weather, 
and talk less with controllers. 

'Labor'?~A Labour Party 
member of the United Kingdom 

Impoverished 'anti-poverty' 
programs~ The Labour Party says 
that in its first three-year term it 
tried various anti-poverty measures, 
but the gap between rich and poor 
remains as great as before. 

Surely, council members ex
cepted~ The city council in 
Redondo Beach, California, is pon
dering a measure that would require 

Thought for the week~"We 
must protect the claims of nature 
while also protecting the legal rights 
of property owners."---George Bush. 

Bipartisan commission attacks Social Security 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

A bipartisan White House commission 
released a report July 19 that will be used 
by the administration to help justify attacks 
on Social Security. The commission raises 
the scare that the system is running out of 
money and backs proposals for using So
cial Security funds to establish individual 
retirement accounts. Representatives of the 
AFL-CIO and Black and women's organi
zations have opposed the commission's ar
guments. 

Two weeks later, Congressmen James 
Kolbe, a Republican, and Democrat Charles 
Stenholm announced they are submitting 
legislation to substantially alter Social Se
curity. Their proposals include a mandatory 
personal investment account in which up to 
3 percent of earnings would be placed. The 
bill would reduce benefits, "especially for 
middle and upper-income workers," in
crease the level of earnings subject to the 
Social Security payroll tax, and cut back 
cost-of-living adjustments. The plan would 
move up by a decade, to 2011, the year in 
which 67 would become the age at which 
retirees could claim full benefits. 

Although the two Congressmen say their 
bill has little chance of passage now, the plan 
"largely tracks the general approach set out 
by Mr. Bush" when he established the com
mission, observed the July 29 New York 
Times. 

The U.S. ruling class has been pressing 
for a number of years through both Demo
cratic and Republican administrations to 
undercut Social Security and gut it as a guar
anteed entitlement. President Bush laid out 
his support for private investment accounts 
during last year's election campaign and 
made support for the proposal a condition 
of being on the White House commission. 
Bush proposed transferring $1 trillion in 
Social Security funds to individual accounts 
by 2010. His opponent, Democrat Albert 
Gore, also called for setting up such ac
counts, while saying that he would keep 
funding for the Social Security program at 
its current level. 

The proposal represents the biggest di
rect attack on Social Security since Presi
dent William Clinton signed the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act 
in 1996. That legislation eliminated the Aid 
to Families with Dependent Children pro
gram and cut off food stamps and Medicaid 
to many working people. The five-year limit 
it placed on receiving welfare comes due at 
the end of the year. 

The commission's findings were "in
tended not to make specific proposals [and] 
referred only obliquely to private accounts," 
reported the July 20 New York Times. Rather, 
it makes a case for why Social Security 
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"should undergo the most sweeping changes 
in its history." 

The 16 members of the body, officially 
titled the "President's Commission to 
Strengthen Social Security," are divided 
equally between Democrats and Republi
cans. It was chaired by retired Democrat 
Senator Patrick Moynihan and Republican 
Richard Parsons, vice chairman of AOL 
Time Warner. 

The report claims the alternative to pri
vate investment accounts will be "deep ben
efit cuts, tax increases or massive federal 
debt," reported the Washington Post. 

The commission's report casts its find
ings as beneficial to Blacks and women, stat
ing that under the current system Blacks 
receive fewer benefits because on average 
they die sooner. In an editorial, the lnvestor 's 
Business Daily described critics of 
privatization as "ostriches." The paper cites 
Jeffrey Liebman, a professor of public 
policy at Harvard University, who says Af
rican-Americans "receive nearly $21,000 
less on a lifetime basis than whites with simi
lar income and marital status." 

Disability and survivors' benefits 
Those going after Social Security pose 

the government-guaranteed entitlement 
solely as a retirement program, ignoring the 
other benefits provided under this system. 
Hugh Price and Julian Bond, the president 
of the National Urban League and chairman 
of the NAACP, respectively, took this up in 
a July 26 op-ed article in the New York Times. 
"In addition to providing retirement in
come," they wrote, "Social Security acts like 
life and disability insurance. It pays benefits 
in the case of disability of the contributor; 
or, in the case of death, it pays benefits to 
surviving spouses and children. 

As to claims that the privatization scheme 
would benefit Blacks, the two wrote: "Afri
can-Americans are only 12 percent of the 
population, but they make up 17 percent of 
Americans receiving Social Security disabil
ity benefits and 22 percent of all children 
receiving survivor benefits." Price and Bond 
argued against "privatization proposals 
[that] would divert large amounts of money 
from the current system" and jeopardize 
those benefits. 

The civil rights officials described Social 
Security benefits as "progressive~that is, 
low-income people receive a larger percent
age of benefits, relative to their earnings, 
than higher-income individuals do." Private 
investment accounts increase inequality, 
they explain, since they would be purely 
income-based--even assuming a "healthy 
stock market" and increasing returns on in
vestments. 

The commission's report claims that 
women live longer than men but receive a 
lower total pension because of their usually 
lower lifetime earnings, but it ignores gov
ernment figures that show women make up 
82 percent of the recipients of preretirement 
survivors' benefits. 

Social Security is the by-product of mas
sive mobilizations by working people~es
pecially the union and social struggles in 
the 1930s and the civil rights battles that, in 
the 1950s and '60s, battered down Jim Crow 
discrimination in the South and dealt blows 
to racism nationwide. In 1999 more than 44 
million people were receiving an average 
annual retirement income under Social Se
curity of $8,600. 

The drive by the big business parties to 
take the next big step against this social con
quest is openly cast as a bipartisan one. 
"Washington has a dirty little secret," wrote 
senators John Breaux, Democrat, and Judd 
Gregg, Republican, in the July 26 Washing
ton Post. "When it comes to reforming So-

U.S. ruling class has been pressing for a number of years through the Democratic and 
Republican parties to undermine Social Security and gut it as an entitlement. New 
White House proposals calling for mandatory investment accounts is latest attack. 

cial Security, Republicans and Democrats 
aren't as far apart as they want you to be
lieve. 

"Everyone agrees that the current Social 
Security system is unsustainable," they as
serted. The debate has reached "presiden
tial proportions in both parties," they wrote, 

noting that "former president Bill Clinton 
had seriously studied personal Social Secu
rity accounts along with other reforms when 
he was in office." 

"Enough common ground exists between 
the two parties to close the ideological and 
philosophical gap," they concluded. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO--
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August 27, 1976 
Two months after the first massive Black 

uprisings erupted in South Africa, Black 
youths have launched a new wave of pro
tests against the racist white minority re
gime. 

In face of government bullets and tear gas, 
tens of thousands of young Black militants 
poured out into the streets of Soweto and 
other Black townships to express their ha
tred for the apartheid regime and to demand 
the release of all political prisoners. 

There were students boycotts and spo
radic protests throughout the period after the 
June rebellions. The unrest took a sharp tum 
upward on August 4 when about 20,000 
Blacks in Soweto tried to march from that 
Black city to the center of nearby 
Johannesburg. They planned to rally outside 
the central police headquarters to press their 
demand for-the release of the arrested stu
dent leaders. 

The protesters carried signs reading, "Re
lease our brothers" and, "We are born free 
but everywhere we are in chains." 

Before they reached the police barricades 
that had been erected on the outskirts of 
Soweto, however, the demonstrators were 
fired on by the police. 

In the days that followed, the enraged 
residents ofSoweto again attacked symbols 
of white authority as they had in June. But 
unlike the June rebellions, which were spon
taneous explosions of pent-up anger and 
frustration, the new protests in Soweto dis
played signs of rudimentary organization. 

The attempted marches to Johannesburg 
followed mass meetings of students, where 
the actions were discussed and planned. Stu
dents set up coordinated pickets and barri
cades on the edges of Soweto in order to 
urge Black workers to stay away from their 
jobs as a sign of protest. 
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While Truman bemoans and tries to 
blame his Republican opponents, in particu
lar McCarthy, for the spreading reign of ter
ror in America, more repressions are being 
prepared in Congress to extend the witch
hunt deeper and deeper. 

Senator McCarran (Dem.) has introduced 
a bill, which, if passed, will spread the purge 
into every shop in the country. This bill, 
which is a logical conclusion to the loyalty 
purge which Truman launched, will give 
unlimited powers to the corporations to fire 
any militant they choose. 

McCarran proposes to empower employ
ers to fire "without liability" workers whose 
names appear on any Federal or state list of 
"subversives," or who are charged with be
longing to such groups. 

In addition to this the Senator proposes 
other open union-busting amendments to his 
notorious McCarran Act. 

These will make it unlawful for any mem
ber of a communist or "front" group to hold 
office in a union. Furthermore , it decerti
fies as bargaining agent any union having 
an officer who is either a member of a Com
munist or a "front" group. 

Still another deadly weapon placed in the 
hands of the employers is the authorization 
to fire any worker who refuses to tell "a duly 
constituted legislative committee" whether 
he belongs or has belonged to any organi
zation on the Attorney General's subversive 
list. 

Something new has also been added to 
the drive to destroy freedom of the press in 
America. The justice department in its in
dictment of the West Coast Communists, 
recently arrested, has included in the list of 
so-called crimes the writing of articles for 
the Communist press. 
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-EDITORIALS---------

Israeli rulers beat the war drums 
Working people around the world should support the 

demand by the Palestinians for the immediate withdrawal 
of all Israeli forces from the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Such a step would remove the source of the daily violence, 
and is more urgent now than ever as the drums of war be
gin to beat more loudly in Israel and the United States. 

A number of commentators and politicians in these two 
countries are preparing public opinion for an all-out of
fensive by the Israeli military-an option that is openly 
discussed among Israeli political leaders today. They are 
stepping up their slanders against the Palestinians, aim
ing to deaden the response of working people elsewhere 
to the use of Israel's military might against the Palestin
ians' just struggle for self-determination. 

These warmongers point to the many wars with Pales
tinians and with other countries in the region that have 
been fought to establish and maintain the Zionist state. 
Those wars included the 1967 surprise attack by the Is
raeli military, which seized the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
along with other territories, from neighboring countries. 
The Palestinians living in those areas were supposed to 
become a source of docile, cheap labor. The areas granted 
to them for self-rule after years of struggle-scattered, 
disconnected, and vulnerable to military attack-were 
intended as a sop that would end their mobilizations and 
their resistance. That they did not submit, but continued 
to fight for their national rights, is their real crime in the 

eyes of the Israeli rulers and their backers. 
The state of Israel is a death trap for the great majority 

of Jewish people who live there. The present and future 
perspectives of those who counsel war illustrate that fact. 
This state serves only the interests of the tiny minority of 
superwealthy capitalists who are its ruling class, and the 
ruling classes in other imperialist countries. By contrast, 
it offers working people who are Jewish only more inse
curity, constant conflict with the Palestinians, and frequent 
wars with other countries in the region. 

The perspective of a secular and democratic state in 
the region-a slogan put forward by the Palestine Libera
tion Organization in the period of its rise-points the way 
forward for Palestinians, Jews, and all working people of 
the region. Around such a slogan, they can unite against 
their common exploiters and class enemies: the Israeli 
rulers and their imperialist allies. 

The immediate withdrawal of Israeli forces would be 
an elementary step towards ending the bloodshed, and a 
prerequisite for the formation of a contiguous and inde
pendent Palestinian territory-itself a necessary step in 
the struggle for a democratic, secular Palestine. Such 
moves would get the jackboot of the Israeli police and 
armed forces off the Palestinians' necks, and give them 
space and time to discuss their situation, to win new al
lies, including among the Israeli people, and to organize 
the next steps in their fight. 

The resegregation of education 
The facts brought to light by a recent Harvard study 

starkly point out a reality already known to millions of 
working people, especially African-Americans, Latinos, 
and other oppressed nationalities: schools in the United 
States are becoming more segregated. This truth flies in 
the face of arguments put forward by opponents of affir
mative action and school desegregation that America has 
become color-blind, or that so much social progress has 
been made that busing, affirmative action measures, bi
lingual education, and other such steps are no longer nec
essary. 

Capitalism will never provide equal education or op
portunities for Blacks, Latinos, and other oppressed na
tionalities, nor a real system of education for all working 
people. Inequality and oppression are among the founda
tion stones of the social relations under capitalism, in
cluding discrimination in housing, jobs, the court system, 
and every other aspect of this society. As with Social Se
curity and other measures won as part of the struggles of 
workers and farmers, the two-party system and capitalist 
social relations themselves work incessantly to erode, 
undermine, and reverse the conquests of working people. 

The education system under capitalism serves to rein
force the exploitation ofthe majority by the few. Despite 
the best intentions of many teachers, schools are institu
tions of social control that inculcate the dog-eat-dog so
cial values of capitalist competition-the struggle of each 
against all. Human solidarity is undermined, and students 
are taught to accept the norms of bourgeois society based 

on class differentiation. 
The erosion of school desegregation plans, including 

the dismantling of school busing programs across the 
country, goes hand in hand with the assault by the capital
ist rulers on affirmative action. They have dealt serious 
blows to affirmative action across the country, from 
California's Proposition 209 banning affirmative action 
in college admissions and hiring, to the Appeals Court 
ruling in Texas that also struck down affirmative action in 
university admissions. 

The defeat in the 1960s of the Jim Crow system of le
galized segregation in the South opened the road for bet
ter education and job opportunities for Blacks and other 
oppressed people. The mass working-class movement that 
swept across the southern United States instilled confi
dence in and strengthened the entire working class. It's 
no coincidence that the greatest advances in school de
segregation were won in the South, which was ground 
zero in the battle against legalized segregation. That re
mains the situation today. 

The fight for school desegregation is intertwined with 
the fight for affirmative action, bilingual education, immi
grant rights, and other social questions that confront work
ing people. It is through these battles that workers and farm
ers throw off the self-image and the divisions the capitalist 
rulers impose on us. Through our collective experience in 
struggles we can build solidarity and gain confidence that 
we are capable of taking power away from the exploiters 
and reorganizing society in our own interests. 

Aid now to Central America! 
The drought and famine in Central America today is a 

catastrophe that urgently calls for solidarity from work
ers and farmers worldwide. 

The response of the U.S. rulers has been criminally cal
lous. The big-business media has virtually blacked out this 
situation, which threatens the lives and health of hundreds 
of thousands of working people in Nicaragua and Hondu
ras in particular. Washington, the wealthiest government in 
the world, has offered a bare pittance of aid, releasing $6 
million in bags of food that will last for only a short period 
and will not cover even half of the affected population. 

The U.S. government should immediately send mas
sive aid-with no strings attached-in food, clothing, 
medicine, transportation, and health-care personnel. 

The drought and famine is not primarily an inevitable 
"accident of nature." These conditions-millions threat
ened with hunger, disease, unemployment, and lack of 
housing, medical care, and other basic needs-are man
made. It is a social disaster, one in which the culprit is not 
the workers and farmers affected by the crisis, as the de
fenders of the status quo would have us believe, but im
perialist domination and capitalist rule. 

The consequences of the drought are the result of un
derdevelopment created by more than a century of plun
der by Washington and other imperialist powers. Imperi
alist domination deforms the economies of Central Ameri
can nations. Agricultural production is geared for exports 
profiting the U.S. and other imperialist monopolies, at the 
expense of food self-sufficiency. Unequal terms of trade 
have a devastating impact on the prices that Nicaragua, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and other nations in 
the regiori receive for their goods, while paying higher 
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prices to import machinery and manufactured goods from 
the most industrialized countries. The exploiters are con
cerned only about their profits, not spending money on 
good roads, communications, health care, decent hous
ing, and other basic needs. 

Peasants, denied easy access to equipment, seed, and 
credit, are being driven off the land by capitalist land
owners. Coffee workers and other rural toilers are plagued 
by seasonal work that leaves them jobless for much of the 
year. These workers are justly demanding jobs and eco
nomic protection. 

Meanwhile, working people in Central America are 
forced to pay tribute to the imperiali~t bankers and credi
tors in Washington and elsewhere through the ever-mount
ing foreign debt. The U.S. rulers' only solution is more 
loans-more debt slavery. 

Working people in the United States should demand 
the immediate and unconditional canceling of the foreign 
debt of all Central American nations. This demand is part 
of the perspective of an international fight by working 
people for jobs, land, and a decent livelihood. 

In contrast to Washington's brutal indifference, revolu
tionary Cuba, with less resources, has been sending vol
unteer doctors and health-care workers to the most re
mote areas of several Central American nations, and train
ing hundreds of youth from those countries at the Latin 
American School of Medicine free of charge. Cuba offers 
an example of international working-class solidarity, and 
shows what is possible when working people make a revo
lution and take power into their hands. 

Immediate, massive relief aid to Central America! 
Cancel the debt of Central America and the Third World! 

'Working-class 
road to peace' 
Continued from Page 10 
Treasury official Craig Roberts on U.S.-Russian relations 
and sharpening conflicts with the EU. He wrote, "Rob
erts believes that in the post-Cold War period, the Euro
pean Union will not be a U.S. friend-and may well be 
the enemy. He cites the EU's bureaucratic superstate of 
over-regulation, the Euro-whining anti-American rudeness 
toward President Bush, and the protectionist anti-trust 
shielding of Euro businesses from the marketplace rigors 
of the best U.S. companies. In other words the Eurocrats 
are on the wrong side of history. Dr. Roberts concludes 
that the U.S. should forge a new alliance with Russia based 
on mutual economic and political goals." 

To help gain a longer-term class perspective on these 
questions, Sandler urged forum participants to read two 
speeches presented by Leon Trotsky in the mid-1920s that 
are contained in the Pathfinder pamphlet Europe and 
America. In these talks, Trotsky points to the "giant world 
shift of economic forces" coming out ofWorld War I that 
led to the rising power ofU.S. capital over and in Europe. 

Workers must be partisans of science 
Sandler also commented on the controversy over ge

netically modified crops, which is among the major con
flicts between the U.S. and French governments. There is 
opposition by bourgeois and petty-bourgeois forces on 
both sides of the Atlantic to these crops being produced 
and sold in Europe and elsewhere, despite the fact that 
there is not a shred of evidence that genetically modified 
organisms harm humans or the soil, said Sandler. 

"It's important for working people to be partisans of 
science," he stated. "We know that the capitalist rulers 
take scientific developments that can benefit society-such 
as raising crop yields-and they use it to further destroy 
the soil and line their pockets with profits. But scientific 
knowledge can be harnessed by humanity to advance the 
cause of the toilers. What's needed is to chart a working
class road to power," he said. 

As the world capitalist economic crisis deepens, and 
the employers and their government press forward their 
assault on working people, socialist workers are finding a 
greater interest in a working-class explanation of all po
litical and social questions, he said. More workers and 
farmers want to read serious books by communist leaders 
on the history of the working-class movement, questions 
such as the need to build a worker-farmer alliance, and a 
Marxist analysis of current developments in world poli
tics. There are greater opportunities to reach out to work
ers in struggle-not only in the United States but interna
tionally as well, he said. 

Sandler pointed to the recent rally of some 400 coal 
miners and their supporters in Powhatan Point, Ohio, 
against the bosses' drive against the miners union, safety 
on the job, and working conditions. "This struggle is just 
one example among many today of the working-class road 
to peace and a livable environment," Sandler said. 
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What is a 'degenerated workers state?' 
Below are excerpts from In Defense of 

Marxism: The Social and Political Contra
dictions of the Soviet Union on the Eve of 
World War ll by Leon Trotsky, one of 
Pathfinder's Books of the Month for Au
gust (see special offer below). The follow
ing selection is taken from the January 
1940 article, "From a scratch to the dan
ger of gangrene," written as part of a de
bate in the Socialist Workers Party in the 
United States. It is copyright© 1973 by 
Pathfinder Press, reprinted by permis
sion. Footnote is by the Militant. 

BY LEON TROTSKY 
What does "degenerated workers state" 

signify in our program? To this question our 
program responds with a degree ofeonerete
ness which is wholly adequate for solving 
the question of the defense of the USSR; 
namely: (I) those traits which in 1920 were 
a "bureaucratic deformation" of the soviet 
system have now become an independent 

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH 

bureaucratic regime which has devoured the 
soviets; (2) the dictatorship of the bureau
cracy, incompatible with the internal and in
ternational tasks of socialism, has introduced 
and continues to introduce profound defor
mations in the economic life of the country 
as well; (3) basically, however, the system of 
planned economy, on the foundation of state 
ownership of the means of production, has 
been preserved and continues to remain a 
colossal conquest of mankind. 

The defeat of the USSR in a war with 
imperialism would signify not solely the liq
uidation of the bureaucratic dictatorship, but 
of the planned state economy; and the dis
memberment of the country into spheres of 
influence; and a new stabilization of impe
rialism; and a new weakening of the world 
proletariat. 

From the circumstance that the "bureau
cratic" deformation has grown into a regime 
of bureaucratic autocracy we draw the con
clusion that the defense of the workers 

In Defense of Marxism: The So
cial and Political Contradictions of the So
viet Union on the Eve of World War II 
Leon Trotsky 

Writing in 1939-40, Leon 
Trotsky replies to those in 
the revolutionary workers 
movement who were beat
ing a retreat from defense 
of the Soviet Union in face 
of looming imperialist as
sault. He describes how the 
rising pressures of bourgeois 
patriotism in the middle 
classes during Washington's buildup to enter the 
spreading imperialist war in Europe were find
ing an echo even inside the communist move
ment. And he explains why only a party that 
fights to bring growing numbers of workers into 
its ranks and leadership can steer a steady revo
lutionary course. Special offer $19.00 (regular 
price $24.95) 
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How big business plays on women's second-class 
status and social insecurities to market cosmet
ics and rake in profits. The introduction by Wa
ters explains how the entry of millions of women 
into the workforce during and after World War 
II irreversibly changed U.S. society and laid the 
basis for a renewed rise of struggles for women's 
emancipation. Special offer $11.00 (regular 
price $14.95) 

Available from bookstores, including those 
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through their trade unions (which have un
dergone the selfsame degeneration as the 
state) is today in contrast to 1920 completely 
unrealistic; it is necessary to overthrow the 
bureaucracy; this task can be carried out 
only by creating an illegal bolshevik party 
in the USSR. 

From the circumstance that the degenera
tion of the political system has not yet led 
to the destruction of planned state economy, 
we draw the conclusion that it is still the 
duty of the world proletariat to defend the 
USSR against imperialism and to aid the 
Soviet proletariat in its stmggle against the 
bureaucracy. ... 

In its present foreign as well as domestic 
policy, the bureaucracy places first and fore
most for defense its own parasitic interests. 
To that extent we wage mortal struggle 
against it, but in the final analysis, through 
the interests of the bureaucracy, in a very 
distorted form the interests of the workers 
state are reflected. These interests we de
fend~with our own methods. Thus we do 
not at all wage a stmggle against the fact 
that the bureaucracy safeguards (in its own 
way!) state property, the monopoly of for
eign trade, or refuses to pay tsarist debts. 
Yet in a war between the USSR and the capi
talist world~independently of the incidents 
leading up to that war or the "aims" of this 
or that government~what is involved is the 
fate of precisely those historical conquests 
which we defend unconditionally, i.e., de
spite the reactionary policy of the bureau
cracy. The question consequently boils 
down~in the last and decisive instance~ 
to the class nature of the USSR .... 

Class definitions 
Let us return once more to the ABC's. In 

Marxist sociology the initial point of analy
sis is the class definition of a given phenom
enon, e.g., state, party, philosophic trend, 
literary school, etc. In most cases, however, 
the mere class definition is inadequate, for 
a class consists of different strata, passes 
through different stages of development, 
comes under different conditions, is sub
jected to the influence of other classes. It 
becomes necessary to bring up these sec
ond- and third-rate factors in order to round 
out the analysis, and they are taken either 
partially or completely, depending upon the 
specific aim. But for a Marxist, analysis is 
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Che Guevara: economica y 
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socialismo 
Carlos Tablada 

Quoting extensively from Guevara's writings and 
speeches on building socialism, this book pre
sents the interrelationship of the market, eco
nomic planning, material incentives, and volun
tary work; and why profit and other capitalist 
categories cannot be yardsticks for measuring 
progress in the transition to socialism. Also avail
able in Spanish and French. Specialoffer$13.50 
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Lenin's Final Fight 
Speeches and Writings, 
1922-23 
V.I. Lenin 

In the early 1920s Lenin 
waged a political battle in 
the Communist Party lead
ership in the USSR to main
tain the course that had 
enabled workers and peas
ants to overthrow the tsarist 
empire, carry out the first socialist revolution, 
and begin building a world communist move
ment. The issues posed in this fight-from the 
leadership's class composition, to the worker
peasant alliance and battle against national op
pression-remain central to world politics today. 
Also in Spanish. Special offer $13.50 (regular 
price $19.95) 
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Red Army soldiers during World War II. "The defeat of the USSR in a war with impe
rialism would signify not solely the liquidation of the bureaucratic dictatorship, but of 
the planned state economy," argues Trotsky in the document. 

impossible without a class characterization 
of the phenomenon under consideration .... 

Imperialist war is one of the functions of 
finance capital, i.e., the bourgeoisie at a cer
tain stage of development resting upon capi
talism of a specific structure, namely, mo
nopoly capital. This definition is sufficiently 
concrete for our basic political conclusions. 
But by extending the term imperialist war 
to cover the Soviet state too, Shachtman 1 

cuts the ground away from under his own 
feet. In order to reach even a superficial jus
tification for applying one and the same 
designation to the expansion of finance capi
tal and the expansion of the workers state, 
Shachtman is compelled to detach himself 
from the social stmcture of both states alto
gether by proclaiming it to be~an abstrac
tion. Thus playing hide and seek with Marx
ism, Shachtman labels the concrete as ab
stract and palms off the abstract as concrete! 

This outrageous toying with theory is not 
accidental. Every petty bourgeois in the 
United States without exception is ready to 
call every seizure of territory "imperialist," 
especially today when the United States 
does not happen to be occupied with acquir
ing territories. But if this very same petty 

-LETTERS 
Colons and pieds noirs 

I think it is not correct to use the term 
colons and pieds no irs synonymously, as is 
done in the second paragraph of an excerpt 
from an article from Workers and Farmers 
Governments Since the Second World War 
by Robert Chester in the May 28 issue. 

After its military victory in 1830, the 
colonization of Algeria by the French colo
nial empire consisted of despoilment and 
expropriation of buildings and the best 
lands. In 1942 there were 830,000 French 
or European people living in Algeria. Most 
were private workers, state workers, or in 
the middle class. The generic name for them 
was pieds noirs. 

The French settlers in rural areas, most 
of whom owned between 100 and 15,000 
hectares of! and, numbered 26,153 in 1930. 
These colons, also from Europe, were like 
little latifundists. Colons often fled earlier 
than the victory of independence in 1962 to 
reinvest their,capital. The pieds noirs, who 
fled massively to France in 1962, never con
sidered themselves as colons, even if, in their 
great majority, they were also against the 
Algerian revolution. 
Bleton Claude 
Soi!>y, France 

Clerical workers' fight 
Some 200 clerical workers at the Univer

sity of Minnesota who are represented by 
AFSCME Local 3800 picketed outside of
fice buildings on the university's three Twin 
Cities campuses July 25. The informational 
picket line was organized to protest the uni
versity administration's attempt to force us 
into a new health-care plan that will require 
big premium increases and co-pays. Cur
rently university employees are covered by 
the same plan as State of Minnesota employ
ees~a plan that is negotiated by AFSCME. 
The university is imposing the new plan on 
its nonunion employees, but the unionized 

bourgeois is told that the entire foreign 
policy of finance capital is imperialist re
gardless of whether it be occupied at the 
given moment in carrying out an annexation 
or in "defending" Finland against annex
ation~then our petty bourgeois jumps back 
in pious indignation. 

Naturally the leaders of the opposition 
differ considerably from an average petty 
bourgeois in their aim and in their political 
level. But alas they have common roots of 
thought. A petty bourgeois invariably seeks 
to tear political events away from their so
cial foundation, since there is an organic 
conflict between a class approach to facts 
and the social position and education of the 
petty bourgeoisie. 

1 Max Shachtman, a founder of the American 
Left Opposition and of the Socialist Workers 
Party. Succumbing to petty-bourgeois pressure 
when World War II began, he led a struggle to 
revise basic Marxist policies and practices, in
cluding opposing unconditional defense of the 
Soviet Union in a war with a capitalist power. 
He split from the SWP to form the Workers Party 
and was at his death a leader of the right wing of 
the Socialist Party. 

workforce is resisting the switch. 
Little progress has been made in negoti

ating a new contract for the local since the 
administration has refused to discuss wages 
or language improvements until the union 
agrees to the new health plan. The old con
tract expired in June. Members of the Team
sters local on campus joined the lines, as 
did members of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees union, constmction workers, and 
nonunion university staff. The 40 or so 
workers that I picketed with in the Medical 
area of the campus where I work were very 
energized by the action and many expressed 
the desire to do it again. 
Sandi Sherman 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Food workers' victory 
After eight days, the strikers at Bluebird 

Foods plants in New Zealand went back to 
work, having won an increased pay offer 
from the company. Their wages will increase 
by 4.25 percent this year and 3.6 percent 
the following year. 

At the Auckland factory, workers main
tained a 24-hour picket line during the strike. 
No production took place and no products 
left the warehouse. Several meetings were 
held to decide whether to stay out, with some 
90 percent voting each time to remain on 
strike. Contrasting the company's use of 
"team methods" with the unity on the picket 
line, one worker joked, "We call the strike 
the best team-building exercise we've had." 
Janet Roth 
Auckland, New Zealand 

The letters column is an open forum for 
all viewpoints on subjects of interest to 
working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. Where 
necessary they will be abridged. Please 
indicate if you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full name. 
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THE MILITANT 
Guard killed at Australia abortion clinic 
BY JOANNE KUNIANSKY 

SYDNEY, Australia-A gunman entered 
the waiting room of the Fertility Control 
Clinic, Australia's first legal abortion facil
ity, in Melbourne July 16 and shot and killed 
Steve Rogers, the security guard, after a brief 
scuffle near the reception desk. The attack 
took place only minutes after the daily pro
test by the antiabortion group, Helpers of 
God's Precious Innocents, had disbanded. 

Two men who were waiting for patients 
tackled and disarmed the gunman as clinic 
staff called the police. In custody, charged 
with murder, the gunman has to date refused 
to identify himself. 

Founded by the late doctor Bertram 
Wainer in 1972, the Fertility Control Clinic 
has been targeted by antiabortion protest
ers for decades. 

might want to take the law into their own 
hands." 

Ben O'Brien from Helpers of God's Pre
cious Innocents said, "We are shocked and 
sad. We knew Steve reasonably well; he was 
a nice bloke and we did not wish him any 
ill. But we believe that violence begets vio
lence. It's hardly surprising that abortion 
leads to acts of violence." 

An editorial appearing on July 19 in the 
Australian began by saying, "There is no 
place in Australia for US-style violence di
rected at those who enter abortion clinics." 
Pointing the finger at the United States as 
the source of violence has become a media 
refrain as well as a discussion amongst de
fenders of abortion rights in Australia. The 
same editorial concluded, "TolerantAustra-

lians do not identify with the extremism of 
people at polar ends of this complex con
troversy, and would prefer reasoned debate 
about a vexing public and social question.'' 
The big business daily claimed that both 
supporters of access to legal, safe abortion 
and the antiabortion protesters share equal 
blame. 

Natasha Stott-Despoya, leader of the 
Australian Democrats, is calling for laws 
banning antiabortion protests within a des
ignated perimeter around clinics. This is 
being supported by other activists, such as 
Children by Choice in Brisbane who are 
lobbying for similar legislation. 

Margaret Kirkby, center manager of the 
Bessie Smythe Foundation-Australia's 
first feminist abortion service-and an ac-

tivist in the Women's AbortionAction Cam
paign (WAAC) in Sydney, explained, 
"WAAC opposes such legislation. If the 
government begins banning antiabortion 
protests, what's next? Will trade union ac
tions be banned? Or demonstrations outside 
refugee detention centers?" 

A small abortion rights protest took place 
on the steps of Victoria's State Parliament 
in the days immediately after the murder. 
WAAC in Sydney is organizing a public 
meeting on August 29 to defend abortion 
rights, condemn the murder and discuss the 
way forward. 

Joanne Kuniansky is a member of the 
Australasian Meat Industry Employees' 
Union and ofWAAC. 

Jo Wainer, who helped her husband set 
up the clinic, explained in an interview with 
Melbourne's daily newspaper The Age, 
"There were times in the 1970s and the early 
'80s when there were hundreds surround
ing the building. I remember my husband 
walking over the top of them (he was a big 
man) to get a woman who was trying to get 
inside. Angry mobs used to surround the cars 
of women arriving at the clinic. They would 
rock the cars and scream that the women 
were murderers." 

Plant explosion kills worker in Iceland 

Soon after the murder, Right To Life 
president Margaret Tighe said, "Given the 
nature of what occurs in these places, it is a 
wonder there have not been any more of 
these incidents." She added that "unborn 
children are being killed there. When you 
know that, it is not surprising that somebody 

BY SNORRI ARASON 
AND HANNA MIKAELSDOTTIR 

HAFNARFJORDUR, Iceland-An ex
plosion at the ISAL aluminum plant south 
of here June 22 killed one worker and se
verely injured another. Vilhjalmur 
Kristjansson, 41, was burned over 80 per
cent of his body. He died several days later. 
Daniel Kristinsson, 21, is burned over 35 
percent of his body and is still hospitalized. 

Both were employed by Kerf6drun, a 
company set up by ISAL in order to con
tract out some work at the plant. 
Kristjansson had been working at the plant 
for 14 months. Kristinsson is a replacement 

Brooklyn marchers demand prosecution 
of cop after traffic accident kills family 

BY ROGER CALERO 
BROOKLYN, New York-Some 1,000 

people demonstrated here in the workers 
district of Sunset Park August 6 to demand 
the prosecution of an off-duty cop charged 
with driving drunk and killing a family with 
his minivan. 

The crowd was outraged that the cop, 
Joseph Gray, had been released without bail 
after being charged with driving while in
toxicated, second-degree manslaughter, sec
ond-degree vehicular manslaughter, reckless 
driving, and reckless endangerment. 

Gray, who refused to take a breathalyzer 
alcohol test after he was arrested, registered 
a 0.16 percent alcohol blood level in a court
ordered test about three-and-a-half hours 
after the crash. 

According to the local media, a witness 
said the off-duty cop struck Maria Herrera, 
24, who was pregnant; her younger sister 
Dilcia Pefia, 16; and Herrera's son, Andy, 
4. The family was crossing the street during 
a "walk" signal. 

"We demand justice! We demand prison 
for a drunken police officer who ran over and 
killed four people!" said a leaflet circulated 
by the family and friends to neighbors and 
others inviting them to the vigil and protest. 
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Participants in the demonstration gath
ered for a candlelight vigil at the site of the 
crash. They marched to the police 
department's 72nd Precinct where Gray is 
assigned. "We are angry!" and "A whole 
family gets killed and he still gets to be free, 
because he's a cop!" were comments by 
several people during the protest. 

Many joined as the march proceeded 
down the street. "We didn't think that this 
many people would come out," saidArianny 
De Jesus, a friend of the family. "We just 
got on the phone, called people, and passed 
out the fliers," she said at the vigil. 

The night before a group of people gath
ered to demand justice and show support 
for the family. "If they think the family is 
going to let this go, they got another thing 
coming," said Rosa Pefia, the victim's 
cousin. 

New York mayor Rudolph Giuliani, while 
expressing his disappointment with the 
judge's decision not to impose a high bail, 
has defended the way the cops have handled 
the case. 

Family members and supporters will 
come together again for the funeral and for 
another protestAugust 1 0 when Gray is due 
in court. 

worker during the summer months. 
The explosion occurred when the two 

were working on a pod scheduled to be re
started on full power later in the day. The 
pod had electricity running through the elec
trodes in order to heat it up. The workers 
were loosening iron clings, which connect 
the electrodes to a bridge, without noticing 
or without knowing that they should not 
loosen the clings before the electrodes had 
been locked to their usual fittings. When 
they had almost finished the job the voltage 
reached such a high level that an electrical 
explosion, similar to lightning, occurred. 

At a meeting with ISAL security repre
sentative Halld6r Halld6rsson and the man
ager of the pod house, workers asked why 
the men who were injured were not famil
iar with the dangers of the work situation. 
Halld6rsson said it was not clear what had 
happened and noted that the workers in
volved were employed by Kerf6drun, im
plying that ISAL was not responsible for 
training them. One worker asked if it was 
true that Kristjansson had asked to be al
lowed to leave early that day. Halld6rsson 
answered that it would be hard for his fam
ily to hear stories like that. 

In an article in the daily Frettabladid, 
Halld6rsson brushed off the workers' death 
and injury, saying accidents at work always 
can occur, just as someone could fall off a 
chair because they are sitting on it in the 
wrong way. 

At the entrance to the plant the bosses 
maintain a billboard claiming to show how 
many days have passed since a lost-time 
injury. Workers at the plant know that there 
are many accidents that do not get registered 
on the billboard. After the explosion, the 
company did not zero out the days on the 
billboard, stating that the workers involved 
were employed by another company. 

This stance was opposed by many work
ers, who pressured the company to put the 
billboard at zero when Kristjansson died. 
At the same time the bosses said the com
pany would not start registering accidents 
of workers employed by Kerf6drun and that 
the change in the billboard was out of re
spect for workers at Kerf6drun. 

After the funeral the company started 
counting the days without a lost-time injury 
again. A few days later, however, the bosses 
decided to stop using the billboard alto
gether. 

Bakery workers in Toronto reject 
'final' offer, vote to continue strike 
BY JOHN STEELE 

TORONTO-Striking Christie Brown & 
Company bakery workers rejected the 
company's "final" offer at a union meeting 
July 27. After hearing a proposal from the 
negotiating committee, 189 voted against and 
156 voted for the offer. Some 500 workers 
walked out June 24 determined to prevent 
the company from gutting the plant-wide 
seniority system and demanding to be treated 
with dignity on the job. The workers are 
members of Local 426 of the Bakery, 
Confectionary and Tobacco Workers Union. 

"The company expected a big majority 
'yes' vote," local president James Vacheff 
told the Militant. "They were preparing to 
meet with us to work out a back-to-work 
protoc,ol." 

Vacheffwas on a spirited picket line two 
days after the contract rejection. Pickets said 
that the company had offered a slightly 
higher wage increase to divide the workers, 
but had extended the contract from three to 
four years. "I'm proud of the members," said 
Vacheff, who is a 17-year employee and 
relief machine person. "They are sticking 
together, though some are hurting." 

Vacheffreported that unions like theCa
nadian Auto Workers and the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union had do
nated money to the strike. Solidarity has also 
come from striking Petrocan refinery work
ers in the area, as well as the machinists in 
the bakery itself. 

"We don't cross their picket line," said Saro 
Tahirovic, a member of the machinists union 
at Christies. "We meet each week and de
cide what to do," he said. There are about 70 
of us. We always vote not to cross the picket 

line." He reported they are receiving finan
cial support from their union because they 
won't cross the line and cannot get Employ
ment Insurance from the government. 

Contract negotiations are under way in 
the United States between the union and the 
Nabisco chain which owns Christies. In 
Montreal, Christie workers, who before their 
summer two-week shutdown refused to do 
overtime in solidarity, will also be in con
tract negotiations with the company. 

John Steele is a meat packer and member 
of the United Food and Commercial Work
ers Union. 

Trade Unions in 
the Epoch of 
Imperialist Decay 

Leon 
Trotsky 
Featuring 
"Trade 
Unions: 
Their Past, 
Present, 
and future" 
by Karl Marx 

$14.95 

From Pathfinder 
Available from bookstores, 
including those listed on page 12. 


