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Capitalist financial crisis 
threatens working people 
Washington's answer is war and domestic military command 

The precipitous slide in the stock mar
kets has already wiped out billions of dol
lars in pension and retirement funds that 
working people had put aside, urged on by 
corporations and government officials, such 
as U.S. president George Bush, who also 
proposed some Social Security funds be "in
vested" in an overinflated stock market. 

A yet wider threat is posed to working 
people the world over as the markets tumble 
and economic uncertainty mounts.All work
ers and farmers who have been engaged in 

EDITORIAL 
struggles against the employers and their 
government can begin to discuss and ad
vance an immediate set of demands to de
fend themselves and their brothers and sis
ters around the world from the economic 
ravages that capitalism will more and more 
impose on humanity. 

The recession last year in the United 
States, combined with a "jobless recovery" 
in which unemployment has continued to 
rise, has not only deeply affected millions 
of working people in the United States. As 
the articles in this issue of the Militant re
port, the capitalist crisis has deepened in 
Latin America, tightening its squeeze on the 
wages, living and working conditions, and 
access to basic services across the continent. 
The articles also point out the widespread 
struggles of workers and peasants-allies 
of working people in the United States who 
face the same enemy: U.S. imperialism. 

As the air continues to whistle out of a 
financial bubble on Wall Street, no one 
knows how far down the stock markets 
might go. With a string of huge corporate 
bankruptcies, financial scandals, and signs 
of continued economic weakness, the "ir
rational exuberance" of the wealthy inves
tors is a distant memory, the vaunted Fed-

Continued on Page 10 

Garment workers in Florida 
demand union recognition 

BYMARKHAMM 
OAKLAND PARK, Florida-Work

ers at Point Blank Body Armor, a major 
south Florida garment factory, launched 
a battle to win union recognition for 
UNITE, organizing rallies at the plant 
and mass meetings. 

About 375 workers are employed by 
the Ft. Lauderdale area clothing com
pany, up from 100 a year ago. Point 
Blank Body Armor workers make bul
letproofvests and riot gear that are sold 
to the military and police forces. Pro-

duction is booming, and the company is 
boasting about its huge sales, govern
ment contracts, and profits. 

A delegation of workers went to the 
company office Thursday morning, July 
18, during their first break. "We pre
sented the company two options. Either 
they could begin to negotiate and have 
the [union certification] elections very 
soon, or they could stay neutral and see 
what happens," Isma Sadius told the Mili
tant the following day. "They refused, 

Continued on Page 5 

Peasant groups fight frame-up in Paraguay 
BY MARTIN KOPPEL 
AND ROMINA GREEN 

ASUNCION, Paraguay-"This is a vic
tory. I will continue to fight the false accu
sations that are directed against me and 
against other members of Free Homeland 
Movement. We will not be intimidated," said 
Juan Arrom at a July 12 press conference 
here. 

Supporters of civil liberties and workers' 
rights in Paraguay celebrated a judge's de
nial of a motion by prosecutors demanding 
that Arrom, a leader of the Free Homeland 
Movement (Movimiento Patria Libre
MPL ), be jailed while they seek to prosecute 
him on false charges in relation to the kid
napping of Maria Edith Debernardi, a mem
ber of a prominent bourgeois family. Arrom 
remains free on bail. 

The fight against the frame-up of Arrom 
and four other MPL members and support
ers, who six months ago were detained and 
tortured by cops, has become a focal point 
in the fight to defend and expand political 
space and democratic rights in Paraguay. 
The issue touches a nerve in this country 
because of the legacy of a 35-year U.S.
backed dictatorship and the current rise in 
struggles by farmers and workers pressing 
their rights. In targeting the MPL the gov
ernment is also seeking to intimidate the 
peasant movement, whose leadership in-

eludes that left-wing party. 
In an interview, Arrom explained that on 

January 17 he and MPL member Anuncio 
Marti were kidnapped by plainclothes cops. 
For two weeks the cops tortured them, try
ing to get them to sign a fake confession 
that they were responsible for the kidnap
ping ofDebernardi. They interrogated them 
about supposed MPL ties to guerrilla groups 

such as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) and Tupac Amaru of 
Peru. 

On January 30Arrom's relatives received 
an anonymous tip about the prisoners' 
whereabouts and, accompanied by the me
dia, discovered them at a house owned by a 
police official on the outskirts of Asuncion, 

Continued on Page 6 

Public employees stage one-day 
national strike in United Kingdom 
BY ANTONIS PARTASIS 

LONDON-About 1.2 million council 
workers employed by local governments in 
England, Wales, and British-occupied 
Northern Ireland walked off their jobs in a 
24-hour strike July 17 to protest the bosses' 
offer of a 3 percent pay raise. 

The workers are demanding a 6 percent 
increase, which would still only bring the 
pay of the lowest-paid council worker up to 
£11,000 per year. The unions say that 
275,000 local authority workers earn less 
than £5 per hour. (£1 = US$1.57) 

The strike was called by the main unions 
that organize council workers: Unison, the 

General Municipal and Boilermakers Union 
(GMB), and the Transport and General 
Workers' Union (TGWU).A spokeswoman 
for Unison, the biggest union, said that 
750,000 of its members had walked out. The 
GMB said that the strike was "very solid" 
with 9 out of I 0 of its members having 
downed tools. 

The workforce includes cleaners, school 
meals staff, refuse collectors, social work
ers, architects, and housing benefit employ
ees. 

The strike followed a vote last month by 
more than 1.4 million local government 
workers for a series of one-day stoppages, 

Continued on Page 11 
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'We're 
fighting to 
defend 
workers in 
Venezuela' 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS, 
OLYMPIA NEWTON 
AND CARLOS CORNEJO 

VALENCIA, Venezuela-"During the 
April coup we placed ourselves under the 
military command of Chavez and his 
people, and we'll do it again, if necessary," 
said Orlando Chirino in an interview here 
July 18. "But we don't agree with many 
policies of the Chavez government, before 
and after the coup--especially more con
ciliation with the oligarchy since April 11. 
We are fighting to defend the interests of 
working people. There is more space to do 
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this now, compared with what we faced be
fore 1998." 

Chirino is the executive secretary of the 
Workers Federation of Carabobo State 
(FETRAC). He was a textile worker for 
more than 20 years before becoming full 
time for the union. An affiliate of the Con
federation ofWorkers ofVenezuela (CTV), 
FETRAC includes most unions in the state 
ofCarabobo, one of the most industrialized 
in the country. Valencia, Carabobo's capi
tal, is the country's largest industrial center. 

The union leader's remarks were indica
tive of similar opinions expressed by most 
workers interviewed by the Militant here 
and in Caracas, the country's capital, in mid
July. Political discussion and debate over 
how working people can defend themselves 
against the increasingly harsh economic and 
social conditions are widespread in the 
country today. In addition, protests by peas
ants, workers, and youth around the need to 
push ahead with an agrarian reform, for jobs, 
and against ongoing probes and assaults by 
the bosses take place on a daily basis. 

Tens of thousands of youth and working 
people are joining the Bolivarian Circles, 

Continued on Page 7 
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Spanish gov't stages 
military provocation 
against Morocco 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

Helicopters of the Spanish army lifted 
several dozen soldiers off the island of Leila 

·July 20, temporarily ending an imperialist 
military provocation against Morocco. The 
Spanish rulers claim the island as their own, 
even though it is located across the Strait of 
Gibraltar and 600 feet off the shores of the 
north African country. 

Watching from the Moroccan mainland, 
hundreds of fishermen and other citizens of 
Morocco cheered the action and jeered the 
Spanish military. "They have lowered the 
flag!" one man shouted. 

Morocco has long been a base of Span
ish colonial and imperialist exploitation, and 
the island is called Isla del Perejil or Pars
ley Island by the Spanish government. 
Amidst nationalistic propaganda, Madrid 
sent an "armada" to "recapture" the island 
July 17 after the regime of King Mohamed 
VI sent a half dozen troops there to set up a 
base. The Moroccan government said the 
deployment was aimed at stopping drug 
smugglers and immigrants from making the 
12-mile crossing to Spain. Madrid has been 
pressuring the Moroccan regime to clamp 
down on such activity. 

The Spanish landing party stormed Leila 
on July 17, capturing the six Moroccan gen
darmes. The 28 commandos were supplied 
by military helicopters and backed up by 
five warships and a submarine. The warships 
blocked access to the area by other vessels, 
including Moroccan fishing boats. 

Other Spanish troops landed on Isla de 
Lobos an uninhabited island off Morocco's 
Atlantic coast, while 7,000 Foreign Legion 
troops were placed on military alert in 
Ceuta. 

The Moroccan government denounced 
the "unjustified aggression" and demanded 
the "immediate and unconditional with
drawal" of the Spanish forces, stating that 
"the island is an integral part of Moroccan 
territory." The Organization of the Islamic 
Conference and the Arab League, represent
ing a number of governments in Africa, the 
Middle East, and Asia, backed Morocco's 

' 

stance. 
Washington, which is seeking to expand 

its economic ties and political influence 
across north Africa to the detriment of its 
imperialist rivals in Europe, stepped in to 
broker the Spanish withdrawal and a meet
ing of the foreign ministers of Spain and 
Morocco for July 22. 

"The two sides have agreed to restore the 
situation regarding the island that existed 
prior to July 2002." said U.S. secretary of 
state Colin PowelL 

While the agenda of the negotiations has 
not been announced, the Moroccan govern
ment has indicated that it wants to discuss 
the status not just of Leila. but of the Span
ish city-enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla lo
cated in northern Morocco, and of other 
Spanish-claimed islands that lie within 
Moroccan territory. Fishing rights in the area 
are also a point of contention. Moroccan 
fishermen described the waters around Leila 
as a "gold mine." 

"Let's be realistic," said Mohamed 
Benaissa, the foreign minister of Morocco. 
"Sooner or later, we must confront this sub
ject Spain says it has a treaty, but it is a 
treaty of occupation. You can change it" 

To date, the Spanish government has re
fused to discuss these issues with its Mo
roccan counterpart 

Territorial disputes between the Spanish 
and Moroccan governments date back to the 
declaration of Moroccan independence in 
1956. At that time, Madrid held onto sev
eral areas that had been part of a protector
ate officially granted it under a 1912 treaty 
with France. 

The treaty gave Paris the lion's share of 
Moroccan territory but reserved an area in 
the north for the Spanish government. That 
situation was maintained by Spanish and 
French troops until after World War II, when 
independence struggles throughout the Af
rican continent, including in Morocco, 
forced a retreat by the European imperialist 
powers from a number of their colonial pos
sessions. 

The coastal enclaves ofCeuta and Melilla, 
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with Spanish-speaking populations of 
75,000 and 69,000 people respectively, are 
the most prosperous of the areas still held 
by Madrid. Separated from Morocco by 
barbed wire barriers, they are home to gar
risons of the Spanish Foreign Legion. 

Relations between the two governments 
have deteriorated over recent months. In 
October the Moroccan government with
drew its ambassador from Spain. Earlier this 
month it protested the deployment of Span
ish warships just 600 yards off the Mediter
ranean port of AI Hoceima. 

The regime of King Mohamed VI and his 
predecessors have served as a pro-imperi
alist bulwark in the region, opening the natu
ral resources of the country to foreign ex
ploitation and brutally suppressing the 

struggle for the independence of Western 
Sahara. In the 1960s it opened a military 
campaign against the victorious Algerian 
revolution, which had torn the country out 
of the grips of French imperialism. 

Since the 1970s, Washington has pro
vided more than $1 billion in funding to the 
Moroccan armed forces, which uses the aid 
to prosecute its ongoing campaign against 
the independence struggle by the people of 
Western Sahara. 

Whatever the government's stated reasons 
for the action, however, the assertion of 
Moroccan national rights to territory at land 
and sea clearly touched a chord among 
working people in the country, as evidenced 
by the many who gathered on their coast
line to protest the Spanish action. 

Cuban unionists will address 
Canada solidarity conference 
BY JOHN STEELE 

TORONTO-Pedro Ross Leal, general 
secretary of the Confederation of Cuban 
Workers (CTC), and three other leaders of 
Cuba's trade unions will speak to a "Soli
darity Conference with Cuban Workers" 
July 26-28 in Windsor, Ontario. The other 
CTC leaders are: Diana Maria Garcia, gen
eral secretary of the Public Administrative 
Workers Union; Leona! Gonzalez Gonzalez, 
director of foreign relations of the CTC; and 
Manuel Montero Bistilliero, Americas de
partment director, foreign relations of the 
CTC. 

The conference agenda includes discus
sions on the economic and political situa
tion in Cuba; the role of Cuba's unions in 
building socialism in Cuba; social and hu
man rights in Cuba, how the world economic 
crisis affects Cuba; Cuba's role in the fight 
against the Free Trade Agreement of the 
Americas; and the fight to free five Cuban 
revolutionaries currently in U.S. prisons af
ter being framed up on spying and other 
charges. 

The conference was originally scheduled 
for last October after Washington canceled 
the visas of the union leaders who had ear
lier been invited to speak in 25 U.S. cities 
and Puerto Rico. The event was postponed 

The Militant 
VoL 66:No. 30 
Closing news date: July 22, 2002 

Editor: GREG McCARTAN 
Business Manager: JACK WILLEY 
Editorial Staff: Roger Calero. Martin KoppeL 
Jack Willey. Brian Williams, and Maurice Will
tan1s. 
Young Socialists column editor: ROMINA 
GREEN 
Published weekly except for one vveek in June, 
/\ugust and December. 

The Militant (ISSN 0026-3RR5), 410 West St.. 
'-Jew York. NY 10014. Telephone: (212) 243-
6392: Fax(212) 924-6040. 
E-mail: TheMilitant(a,compuserve.com 
The Militant website is: www.themilitant.com 

Correspondence concerning subscriptions or 
changes of address should be addressed to The 
Militant Business Otlice, 41 OWest St.. :\ewYork, 
NY 10014. 

Periodicals postage paid at New York. '\Y. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the 

Militant. 410 West St.. l\ew York, NY 10014. 
Subscriptions: United States: for one-year 

subscription send $45 to above address. 
Latin America, Caribbean: for one-year sub

scription send S65. drawn on a U.S. bank. to 

to the current date following the September 
II events. 

The solidarity conference is being held 
in Windsor across from Detroit to make it 
possible for trade unionists in the United 
States to attend. In the United States it is 
being organized by the US/Cuba Labor 
Exchange and in Canada by the Worker to 
Worker, Canada-Cuba Labour Solidarity 
Network. 

Sponsors of the conference include the 
Canadian Labour Congress; United Food and 
Commercial Workers Union: United Steel
workers of America; Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers; Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (Canada); the National Union of 
Provincial and General Employees; and oth
ers. Ontario Federation of Labour president 
Wayne Samuelson will co-chair the event. 

The conference will be held in the Cana
dian Auto Workers union hall, 1855 Turner 
Road. Registration is USS35 or Can$55. 
Phone or fax (313) 561-8330 for more in
formation or e-mail laborexchange 
(a;aoLcom. In Canada, for further informa
tion E-mail wtw@web.net. 

John Steele is a mmt packer and member 
of' United Food and Commercial Workers 
Local 175. 

above address. By first-class (airmail). send $80. 
Asia: send $80 drawn on a U.S. bank to above 

address. 
Canada: Send Canadian S75 for one-year 

subscription to Militant. 1237 Jean-l~tlon est. 
MontreaL QC. Postal Code: 112R 1 WI. 

Britain, Ireland: £36 for one year by check 
or international money order made out to Mili
tant Distribution. 4 7 The Cut London. SE l 8LL 
England. Continental Europe, Africa, Middle 
East: £40 for one year by check or international 
money order made out to Militant Distribution 
at above address. 

France: Send 65 euros for one-year subscrip
tion to Militant. Centre MBE 175. 23 rue 
Lecourbc. 75015 Paris: cheque postale: 40 134 
34 U. 

Iceland: Send 6,500 Icelandic kronur for 
one-year subscription to Militant. P.O. Box 233. 
121 Reykjavik. Sweden, Finland, 1\'orway, 
Denmark: 550 Swedish kronor for one year. 
Pay to Militant Swedish giro no. 451-32-09-9. 

!'\iew Zealand: Send New Zealand S90 to P.O. 
Box 3025. Auckland, New Zealand. Australia: 
Send Australian S90 to P.O. Box K879, 
Haymarket. NSW 1240. Australia. Pacific Is
lands: Send New Zealand S90 to P.O. Box 3025. 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Signed articles by contributors do not nec
essarily represent the l'v!i/itant's views. These 
are expressed in editorials. 



Event honors Cuban volunteers in Africa 
BY ROGER CALERO 

HAVANA-"The peoples of Latin 
America must free themselves from the im
perialist yoke and then lend their help to other 
countries. I believe it is a hard fight and that 
today they need the solidarity of the prole
tarian masses. We must help with everything 
we can." These were the words of Victor Valle 
Ballester, one of the six Cuban combatants 
who gave their lives fighting together with 
anti-imperialist forces in the Congo in 1965. 
Valle was one of the 128 internationalist vol
unteers who fought under the command of 
Ernesto Che Guevara, one of the central lead
ers of the Cuban Revolution. 

Valle's words were read to a gathering of 
nearly 200 people here June 29 at an an
nual event dedicated to the example of the 
proletarian internationalism Guevara stood 
for. The presentations highlighted Cuba's 
contributions to the struggles against colo
nialism and for national liberation around 
the world since Cuban working people 
toppled the corrupt U .S.-backed dictatorship 
ofFulgencio Batista in 1959 and opened the 
first socialist revolution in the Americas. 

Under the theme "From Africa to La 
Higuera," the gathering brought together 
combatants from internationalist missions 
in Africa and Latin America, including many 
who were part ofChe's column in the Congo 
and longtime fighters who worked closely 
with Guevara in the guerrilla campaigns in 
Argentina and Bolivia in the 1960s. Repre
sentatives from the diplomatic missions of 
several African countries in Cuba, includ
ing the ambassador of Angola, also attended 
the event. 

La Higuera is the name of the village in 
Bolivia where Guevara was taken by gov
ernment troops after he was wounded and 
captured in battle. After consulting with 
Washington, on Oct. 9, 1967, the Bolivian 
government ordered Guevara's execution 
along with two other guerrilla fighters. 

Among the institutions sponsoring the 
event were the Cuba-Africa Friendship As
sociation, Casa Africa. the Center for Che 
Guevara Studies, the Association of Com
batants of the Cuban Revolution, the Africa 
Department of Cuba's Ministry of Foreign 
Relations, as well as the Che Guevara Stud
ies group at the Latin American School of 
Medicine, and the Organization of Solidar
ity with the Peoples of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America (OSPAAL). 

This year the meeting coincided with the 
37th anniversary of the battle at Front de 
Force, in what was then Congo-Leopoldville, 
now the Democratic Republic of Congo. Four 
of the six Cubans killed in the Congo died in 
that fight. The internationalist mission to the 
Congo was Cuba's first in sub-Saharan Af
rica. The event served as an occasion to com
memorate the contributions of the volunteers 
who were part of that mission. 

Ana Morales, a professor at the Latin 
American Medical School in Havana, who 
in the 1980s helped found Cuba's medical 
mission in the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, 
chaired the program. 

The featured speakers at the meeting were 
Victor Dreke, who was second-in-command 
of the Cuban column, and today the vice 
president of the Cuba-Africa Friendship 
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Association; and Ulises Estrada, director of 
Tricontinental, the magazine of OSPAAL. 
Estrada served as the liason with Che and 
the forces in the Congo, and played a cen
tral role in the preparations of the guerrilla 
campaign in Bolivia, where Che and anum
ber of other internationalists who fought 
with him in the Congo died in 1967. 

Dreke gave a careful account of the battle 
at Front de Force and reviewed with the 
combatants in the audience the lessons 
drawn by Guevara and other Cuban revolu
tionaries from that experience. 

The Cuban contingent had gone to the 
Congo at the request of leaders of the na
tional liberation movement to help train and 
fight alongside the forces combating pro
imperialist troops and mercenaries backed 
by Belgium, France, and the United States. 

Washington and Brussels had intervened 
in the Congo under the cover of the United 
Nations just a few months after the Congo
lese people had won their independence 
from Belgium in 1960. Through a series of 
maneuvers and support to counterrevolu
tionary forces inside the country, they suc
ceeded in removing the prime minister and 
anti-imperialist leader Patrice Lumumba 
from office, installing a pro-imperialist re
gime, and orchestrating the assassination of 
Lumumba in January 1961. 

Many of Lumumba's followers and other 
independence fighters refused to submit to 
the new regime and organized armed resis
tance for many years after Lumumba's death. 

Dreke described how at the height of their 
mission in 1965, which lasted for seven 
months and ended with the withdrawal of 
the Cuban volunteers, the leadership of the 
Congolese forces proposed the attack on 
Front de Force, where a large and heavily 
armed concentration of pro-imperialist 
troops were located near a hydroelectric 
power plant vital to the region. 

Dreke explained that Guevara tried to per
suade the Congolese leaders that an attack 
on Front de Force was premature. "Instead, 
he proposed engaging in smaller actions so 
that the Congolese fighters could gain 
enough experience and cohesiveness in 
combat," he said. "But once the decision was 
made by the Congolese leaders, Che ac
cepted it," and we were at the front of the 
battle, Dreke noted. 

The original plan of attack included an 
assault on the hydroelectric plant supply
ing electricity to the fort, a frontal attack 
against other fortified positions, and the set
ting up of ambushes to prevent enemy rein
forcements from joining the battle. 

But the assault by the rebel forces soon 
turned into a rout. The Congolese and 
Rwandan fighters fled the battle scene, aban
doning their weapons and their wounded 
under heavy fire from the enemy. The bulk 
of the fighting fell to the Cuban combatants. 

After hours of battle, with only a handful 
of Cubans holding their positions and many 
casualties among the Congolese and 

MilitantiR6ger Calero 
Participants at annual event in Havana, June 29, highlighting Cuba's contributions to 
the struggles against colonialism and for national liberation around the world, in
cluded many combatants from internationalist missions in Africa and Latin America. 

Rwandans, the Cuban combatants had tore
treat. 

"It was a painful decision to leave behind 
the bodies of the four fallen combatants," 
Dreke said, stressing a strong tradition that 
exists within Cuba's Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of never abandoning those who had 
fallen. "It was impossible to reach our com
rades because of the intense, close enemy 
fire. Retrieving their bodies would have 
meant even greater casualties." Up to this 
day the bodies of the four combatants have 
not been recovered, the Cuban leader ex
plained. "It was a difficult decision but 37 
years later I would make the same one 
again," concluded Dreke. 

Dreke said the conditions in the Congo, 
including the lack of a revolutionary lead
ership and the deep divisions among the 
Congolese and Rwandan fighters, didn't al
low the Cuban volunteers an opportunity to 
forge a fighting force together with the Con
golese combatants. The story of the Cuban 
internationalist brigade and the lessons 
drawn from the experience are recounted in 
full in Che Guevara's The Afi'ican Dream: 
Diaries of the Revolutionary War in the 
Congo, as well as Dreke's own account in 
From the Escambray to the Congo, pub
lished this year by Pathfinder Press. 

Another special part of the program was 
the presentation of the new bookErnesto Che 
Guevara en Punta del Este, 1961, by Carlos 
D. Gonzalez, published by Editora Politica 
in Havana. The book contains the speech 
delivered by Guevara in 1961 at the Inter
American Economic and Social Conference 
at Punta del Este, Uruguay. At the meeting, 
which was sponsored by the Organization of 
American States, Guevara responded to 

Washington's mounting military and eco
nomic aggression against the Cuban Revo
lution and exposed the exploitative charac
ter of Washington's Alliance for Progress 
launched in response to the Cuban victory. 
The book also includes a series of interviews 
with other members of the Cuban delegation 
that participated at that meeting. 

The day of activities included presenta
tions of works on the revolutionary legacy 
of Che Guevara, including the presentation 
and sale of books and other multimedia ma
terials. Several students from Argentina and 
El Salvador, who are part of the Che Guevara 
Studies group at the Latin American School 
of Medicine. also gave presentations. 

"When we speak ofChe Guevara's inter
nationalist example, we can not only refer 
to his participation in the revolutionary 
struggles in Cuba. Congo, and Bolivia," said 
Ulises Estrada in his talk. 

Estrada pointed to the close collaboration 
Guevara developed with other Latin Ameri
can fighters in the 1960s with the aim offorg
ing a revolutionary vanguard to lead work
ers and peasant to deepen the stmggle against 
imperialist domination across the continent. 

In 1954 Guevara witnessed the CIA
backed military coup that overthrew the gov
ernment of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala. 
Estrada said. The events "reaffirn1ed to Che 
that the only way to defeat the enemy and 
win national liberation was through unity. 
with arms in hands and the will to win or 
die." 

"The only thing Cuba and its revolution
ary leadership did was to provide assistance 
to those who wanted to take up arms against 
neocolonialism," affirmed the Cuban revo
lutionist. 

Bush seeks way to deploy military domestically 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Top Bush administration officials have 
called for a review of laws prohibiting the 
use of the U.S. military as a domestic po
lice force. 

The White House has directed the Jus
tice and Defense departments to review the 
Posse Comitatus Act of 1878, along with 
other laws that bar the armed forces from 
conducting arrests, searches, seizure of evi
dence, and other police-type actions on U.S. 
soil, and to come up with proposals on how 
to change the statutes to give greater pow
ers to the Pentagon to deploy troops inside 
the country. 

The 1878 act bars the use of "any part of 
the Army or Air Force as a posse comitatus 
or otherwise to execute the laws" of the 
United States. 

Until recently the Pentagon's military 
command structure covered all parts of the 
globe except for North America. Since the 
latter part of the administration of William 
Clinton, who officially established a North 
American Command, the U.S. rulers have 
been openly preparing to set up a homeland 
command within the U.S. armed forces, es
tablishing the structure while testing the 
waters for a change in the law. Picking up 
the ball from his predecessor, Bush has ap
pointed a four-star general to head up the 
homeland command. 

Now named the Northern Command, with 

authority to cover Canada, the United States, 
Mexico, and parts of the Caribbean, the new 
outfit will begin operations from Peterson 
Air Force Base in Colorado October I. 

"We need to be talking about military 
assets, in anticipation of a crisis event," said 
homeland security chief Thomas Ridge on 
July 21. "If you're talking about using the 
military, then you should have a discussion 
about Posse Comitatus." 

Sen. Joseph Biden, a Democrat from 
Delaware, agreed that changes need to be 
made to allow the military to be deployed 
inside the United States. "The law has to 
be amended, but we're not talking about 
general police power," he said. 

The general appointed to head the new 
military command, Ralph Eberhart, also fa
vors changing the laws to grant more do
mestic powers to the armed forces. "We 
should always be reviewing things like Posse 
Comitatus and other laws to see if we think 
it ties our hands," he said. "There are some 
situations where there's no other alternatives, 
and federal forces have to be used." 

Eberhart said that the military's domes
tic activities could involve the use of re
mote-controlled surveillance blimps, flying 
at 70,000 feet, and of unmanned Predator 
drones to patrol U.S. coast lines. 

In the aftermath of the September II 
events the U.S. government deployed Na
tional Guard troops on the Canadian bor-

der and mobilized 5,000 federal troops at the 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. Utah. 
According to the New York Times, White 
House lawyers opined that the president 
would have violated Posse Comitatus if he 
had called up National Guardsmen for de
ployment at airports nationwide. so he re
quested governors to use their authority for 
the mobilization. The Coast Guard and Na
tional Guard troops under the jurisdiction of 
state governors are excluded from the law. 

The Posse Comitatus law was enacted in 
1878 to end the use offederal troops in guard
ing voting stations and in enforcing other 
rights in the former Confederate states. It came 
into being as a result of opposition by reac
tionary forces, including forn1er slaveholders 
and growing layers of the U.S. mling class. to 
the use of soldiers in defense of Radical Re
construction governments in the South. 

In the decade following the Civil War 
Congress had expanded the role of the mili
tary in the former slaveholding states where 
federal troops also arrested Ku Klux Klan 
members who sought to terrorize freed 
slaves, small farmers, and other working 
people. 

The Posse Comitatus law was amended 
by Congress in 1981 and 1989 to allow U.S. 
Marines to patrol and conduct drug raids on 
U.S. soil. The National Guard is also now 
permitted to fly over mral property to con
duct surveillance under these amendments. 
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Communist League 
founded in Iceland 
BY OLC)F ANDRA PROPPE AND 
SIGURLAUG GUNNLAUGSDOTTIR 

REYKJAVIK, Iceland-Several genera
tions of revolutionary workers and youth 
voted to fonn a Communist League during 
a convention held here over the last week
end in June. The meeting registered the suc
cessful work the founding members had 
been carrying out together within the work
ing class in Iceland over the previous 
months. 

In addition, a public meeting held over 
the weekend celebrated the publication in 
Icelandic of the first issue of N1itt Alpjoolegt. 
the Icelandic edition of NeH· International. 
The issue contains a translation ofthe I 990 
resolution of the Socialist Workers Party. 
"U.S. Imperialism Has Lost the Cold War." 
Having the magazine available for the con
vention also registered the conquests of the 
new organization in gaining agreement on 
a world communist program, as well as its 
members' detennination to bring a Marxist 
explanation of the central issues of the in
temational class struggle to workers. farm
ers, and youth in Iceland. 

The public meeting was held on the Sat
urday under the banner, "Working-class 
Resistance to Capitalism's World Disorder: 
Join the Communist League and the Young 
Socialists." 

In his report to the founding convention 
Ogmundur Jonsson said the central task of 
the new Communist League is to establish 
a regular, weekly rhythm of activity con
nected to the resistance of working people. 
This includes regular sales of Pathfinder 
books. the Militant, and Perspectiva 
Mundial in working-class communities, the 
regular staffing of the Pathfinder bookstore, 
and the organization of a weekly forum se
ries connected to the Militant. 

Jonsson said that CL members will be
gin regular sales of socialist periodicals and 
revolutionary books at the plant gates of 
factories where members of the Communist 
League and the Young Socialists work. This 
will help make the activity of these com
munists more political. he stated. and give 
the League a better feel for the dynamics of 
the class struggle. This perspective was 
tested with initial success in the days im
mediately following the convention. 

League members also plan to continue 
regular study and discussion of key works 
of the communist movement, along the lines 
of the current socialist summer school. 
which has focused on the soon-to-be re
leased new edition of Their Trotsky and 
Ours, by Jack Barnes, and the Historr of 
American Trotskvism, 1928-38--Report of 
a Participant by James P. Cannon. 

Builds on earlier work 
The decision to found the Communist 

League. J<:msson explained, builds on im
portant experiences over the past seven 
months of the Organizing Committee for a 
Communist League. 

Established at the end ofNovembcr 200 I. 
this committee grew out of the work of the 
members of the YS and other communist 
cadres in Iceland over the preceding years. 
Through relating and responding to politi
cal developments in Iceland and internation
ally, working with the communist move
ment. and studying Pathfinder books. a layer 
of revolutionary-minded youth attracted to 
the YS was able to develop in a proletarian 
direction. 

In the latter part of the 1990s a sea change 
in working-class politics in Iceland rein
forced this trajectory, as sections of the 
working class. farmers. and other exploited 
layers in society showed their detem1ina
tion to resist the employers' attacks and to 
fight to defend their unions. 

YS members built and participated in the 
anti-imperialist World festival ofYouth and 
Students in August 200 I in Algiers. They 
then turned to fighting against the imperial
ists' war in Afghanistan and their domestic 
"war against terrorism'' in Iceland and else
where. 

Through these experiences members of 
the YS became convinced that the next step 
along the road to building a leadership ca
pable of leading working people to make a 
socialist revolution in Iceland was to fonn a 
Communist League. As they stepped up 
their involvement in the struggles of work
ers in the country, a majority of organizing 
committee members decided to get hired in 
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key industrial plants in order to build frac
tions and carry out communist work on the 
job among their co-workers. 

In a report entitled "How the organizing 
committee has responded to what is hap
pening in Iceland and the world," Sigurlaug 
Gunnlaugsdottir said that in pursuing their 
war drive the governments in imperialist 
countries have also sought to expand police 
powers and curb workers' rights, in an at
tempt to intimidate working people and limit 
their political space. But the rulers cannot 
simply declare a new relationship offorces, 
she said, and workers will continue to resist 
erosion of their rights in many countries in 
the world. 

In Iceland, the capitalist economic crisis 
has deeply affected workers and farmers. 
The country's currency has dropped drasti
cally in relation to the U.S. dollar over the 
past year. Although the impact of this has 
eased somewhat lately owing to the dollar's 
decline against many major currencies, there 
are stirrings of demands by working people 
for protection of their wages and living con
ditions. 

Officials of the federation of Labor in 
Iceland have taken the offensive against 
store owners and importers around the prices 
of necessities. in order not to have to reopen 
contract negotiations with the bosses. The 
most recent general labor contracts include 
"red lines." meaning that if the cost of liv
ing increases above an agreed-on level. ne
gotiations over union contracts can be re
opened. The red lines have not been seen 
since the early 19XOs, Gunnlaugsdottir said. 
noting that the pressure to reinstate them 
comes from the unfaltering demands of 
working people that the buying power of 
their wages be defended. 

Contesting on political questions 
Over the past several months the orga

nizing committee has joined in protests. as 
well as political debate, over world events 
as they are reflected in Iceland. for example, 
members of the CL have participated in ac
tions in solidarity with the Palestinian 
struggle, where they have been able to sell 
papers, books. and pamphlets. 

As well. a protest involving various forces 
was organized during a high-level NATO 
leadership meeting in the spring. 

At each of these events, the members of 
the organizing committee have contested 
political questions with social democratic 
and other currents that claim to speak in the 
interests of working people, and have gained 
a hearing from young people who are be
coming interested in revolutionary politics. 

Among the questions discussed at the 
founding convention was the communist 
approach to the work of the organization 
Iceland-Palestine, which is mobilizing 
young people to travel to Palestine to act as 
human shields and to provide moral witness 
to the struggle of the Palestinian people. 

Convention delegates discussed the fact 
that far from being the "suffering people'' 
portrayed by social-democratic forces and 
petty-bourgeois leftist outfits in Iceland and 
elsewhere in Europe. the Palestinians have 
set an example to working people around 
the world through their tenacious struggle 
against Israeli repression. Their ongoing 
resistance and refusal to be dispersed as a 
people have divided the Israeli ruling class 
and made the conflict and its conse
quences-including the mounting death 
toll-less one-sided. 

Convention delegates stated that the CL 
can offer those young people who want to 
join the battle on the side of the Palestin
ians a revolutionary perspective in the 
struggle for a democratic, secular Palestine. 
Instead of becoming "witnesses," they can 
become part of a fighting. working-class 
movement that is out to change the world. 
The formation of the CL in Iceland is one 
more crucial step in charting such a road 
forward for humanity. 

Taking on anti-China campaign 
An anti-China campaign organized dur

ing the recent visit to the country by Jiang 
Zemin. the president of the workers state. 
was another political development that the 
organizing committee responded to. Icelan
dic government institutes and companies 
have trade and business relations with 
China. ranging from the construction of 
ships to water projects in areas prone to 

Gudmundur Johnsson 

Young Socialists in Reykjavik, Iceland, selling revolutionary literature at rock concert 
hosted by the Iceland-Palestine Organization in May 2001. By responding to political 
developments in Iceland and internationally from a communist point of view a layer of 
revolutionary-minded youth were won to the perspective of building a proletarian party. 

water shortages. 
Members of the organizing committee 

exposed and answered the two reactionary 
sides of this campaign. One involved a push 
by the Icelandic authorities to undennine 
workers' rights and to expand their ability 
to make arbitrary decisions on who is 
banned from the country and who can be 
arrested. The other involved an effort by left
wing parties and right-wing politicians alike 
to smear the image of China (see the July 8 
issue of the Militant). 

During these events members of the Com
munist League who work in the fishing in
dustry. in which a big component of the 
workers are immigrants, learned that Chi
nese co-workers and others were taking off 
work in order to greet the Chinese president. 
standing along the route of his vehicle to 
bid him welcome. These actions, a sign of 
Chinese national pride, countered the reac
tionary anti -China demonstrations. 

Having a fraction in this industry gave 
the organizing committee a completely dif
ferent view of the class forces involved. the 
response by a layer of the working class to 
the reactionary probes, as well as a way to 
respond that would have otherwise not been 
possible. 

A few weeks before the founding con
vention, members of the organizing com
mittee and the YS visited farmers in the 
northwest of the country. Convention del
egate Hildur Magnusdottir described the 
three farms visited by the team and ex
plained what she had learned about the dif
ferent classes in the countryside and the 
conditions farmers face. 

In recent years a growing number of fann
ers have been forced off the land. Those who 
remain are frequently forced to take a job 
outside the fam1 in order to make ends meet. 
One fam1er who runs a medium-sized sheep 
fann told members of the team that more 
families would have to abandon their land 
as a result of new "quality control'' regula
tions that have more impact on working 
fanners than on larger operations. One team 
member found a ready interest from the 
farmer's spouse when she described condi
tions at her workplace and the political dis
cussions on the job. 

The convention and public meeting also 
featured the participation of leaders of the 
communist movement from several other 
countries. Norton Sandler of the Socialist 
Workers Party in the United States described 
Washington's new "preemptive" strike doc
trine against countries deemed part of the 
"axis of evil." 

from Pathfinder 

The U.S. rulers' war at home, including 
"pre-crime" detentions. the extension of the 
powers of the FBI. and the establishment 
for the first time of a domestic military com
mand. runs parallel to this doctrine. But the 
U.S. rulers are not having a easy time con
vincing working people that they must give 
up their rights. he said. How far they can 
progress along these lines will be decided 
in stmggle, he added. 

Other guests at the convention repre
sented Communist Leagues in Canada, 
United Kingdom. New Zealand. and Swe
den. Peter Clifford of the CL in the United 
Kingdom said the political work of com
munists employed in the fishing industry in 
Iceland is important for the world move
ment. since it involves questions like quo
tas. the social conditions of independent 
fishermen. overtishing by big corporations, 
and intcrimperialist competition. 

Gylfi Pall Hersir, a delegate at the con
vention. pointed out that the Icelandic rul
ers are attempting to diversify the economy. 
Fish products have dropped from about 75 
percent of total exports a decade ago to 
around two-thirds today. Aluminum is a 
growing industry. making up about 20 per
cent of exports. Given the growing central
ity of this industry, the Communist League 
has built a fraction there, working along
side new generations of workers in the big 
plants. 

Using JV.vtt Alftjf)o/egt 

At the public meeting Ogmundur Jonsson 
said the publication of ;Wtt AljJjoolegt has 
already made a difference in the new CL's 
political work. "In answering the recent anti
China campaign. we were able to use it to 
increase our understanding of the nature of 
the workers states and the stakes tied up in 
defending them. and to explain this to oth
ers,'' he said. 

Leaders of the CLs in Sweden, United 
Kingdom. and New Zealand also addressed 
the meeting. Annalucia Vermunt from New 
Zealand described the opportunities to work 
with other revolutionary-minded fighters in
ternationally and to bring the program of 
the communist movement to them. Follow
ing up on initial political discussions at the 
Algiers event and other such gatherings, 
communists in New Zealand have been in
vited to visit Kanaky (New Caledonia). a 
country in the South Pacific under the boot 
of french imperialism. There they will meet 
workers and youth who arc interested in 
deepening ties and collaboration with the 
communist movement. 

The First Five Years of the 
Communist International 
Leon Trotsky 
During the early years of the Communist International, from 
1919 through 1922, its course was recorded in reports 
and resolutions shaped above all by its central founding leader, 
V.I. Len1n, as well as by Leon Trotsky. This two-volume collec
tion contams speeches and wntings by Trotsky on the struggle 
for workmg-class power in the imperialist epoch, the worker
peasant alliance, the fight for national liberation. defense of 
the Soviet republic, and much more. $25.95 for each volume. 



Russian Duma debates allowing sale of land 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

On June 21 the Russian parliament took 
a step toward the removal of long-standing 
legal prohibitions on the buying and selling 
of the country's farmlands. The "Law on Ag
ricultural Land Turnover" will establish na
tional guidelines for the transfer ofland titles 
and strengthen the legal status of private land 
titles. 

According to reports in the big-business 
media, the legislation has provoked some 
vocal opposition in the countryside, includ
ing among workers on collective farms, 
small farmers, government officials, and 
heads of agricultural enterprises. 

The measure, which was sponsored by 
President Vladimir Putin, passed by 245 
votes to 150. It must win further votes in 
both the lower and upper houses of the par
liament, or Duma, before Putin will be able 
to sign it into law. 

In a compromise to win passage of the bill, 
supporters allowed an amendment that pro
hibits the sale of land to foreigners or for
eign-owned companies, although they can 
lease land for up to 49 years. Capitalists in 
Russia, along with their imperialist advisors, 
have been pressing for the denationalization 
of the land in order to expand large private 
holdings and exploitation of farm labor. 

The conflict is a reflection of one of the 
remaining conquests of the October 1917 
Russian Revolution, in which workers and 
peasants expropriated the capitalists and 
landlords, opening up the land to millions 
oflandless working people. One of the first 
acts of the new revolutionary regime headed 
by the Bolshevik Party was the abolition of 
landed proprietorship, the socialization of 
the land, and direct participation of the peas
ants in agrarian reform. 

Despite the blows dealt to the worker
peasant alliance by the forced collectiviza
tion under the counterrevolutionary regime 
of Joseph Stalin, working people in Russia 
have continued to resist attempts to begin 
the open buying and selling of land, open
ing farmers to reimposition of debt slavery 
and land foreclosures that mark capitalist 
countries. 

Above, a worker herds horses at the Rodina collective near west 
Russia. Less than 10 percent of Russia's 1 billion acres of farmland is owned by indi
viduals today. The rest remains under the control of the state or former collectives. 

In the current debate in the Russian Duma 
the "no" lobby has been led by deputies 
from the Communist Party, representing the 
remnants of the Stalinist apparatus that ruled 
the Soviet Union for more than five decades 
up to the late 1980s, and the Agrarian Party. 

Putin pushed through a preliminary step 
on October 30 oflast year, when the Duma 
passed a new Russian Land Code giving 
building owners the right to purchase the 
land on which their buildings stand. Pro
spective builders and investors were also 
granted permission to buy land on which 
they planned to build, providing they re
ceived official approval. 

The major impact of the code was on land 
in urban districts, covering only 2 percent 
of the country's total area but encompass
ing most of its population. 

The controversial law now under discus
sion would ease some restrictions on the sale 
ofland that is zoned agricultural-a bit less 
than one-quarter of Russia's land surface, 
according to the Russia Journal, a weekly 
magazine published in the United States for 
prospective investors in the workers state. 

Although only a sketchy outline of the 
legislation has been reported in the big-busi
ness media, it is clear that the new measure 
stops short of declaring open season on trade 
in land. Under its provisions, local authori
ties would have the power to limit the 
amount a single owner can purchase. 

Limited impact of 1993 constitution 
Steps toward land privatization were pro

moted by Putin's predecessor, BorisYeltsin, 
who attempted to build on a series of 
changes incorporated into a revised consti
tution adopted in 1993. Under those "re
forms," workers in the countryside, like their 
counterparts in the cities, were handed 
pieces of paper representing shares in state 
enterprises. Today, almost 13 million Rus
sian citizens own such shares in farming 
concerns. 

This highly touted move, urged on Yeltsin 
by imperialist "advisors" to the Russian gov
ernment, proved to have a limited impact 
on the actual social relations in the Russian 
countryside. 

For many the "right" to buy and sell these 

Garment workers in Florida fight for union 
Continued from front page 
and asked us all to leave the plant at eleven." 

Isma is a sewing machine operator with 
six years in the plant, making $6.40 an hour. 
After the meeting with the company, Isma 
said the bosses gave him a letter saying he 
no longer worked for Point Blank. 

"They said I organized people to say si 
se puede (Yes, we can) during work hours. 
But that's a lie. We said it during break!" 
Isma told the Militant. "I am not the leader 
of the union, but the company has chosen 
me. And even though they have fired me, I 
will not give up the fight." Later that day, 
the 31-year-old immigrant from Haiti was 
arrested on the charge of "breach of the 
peace." "They said I was blocking traffic," 

IIEW FROM PATHFINDER 
in English, French, and Spanish 

Their Trotsky and Ours 
Jack Barnes 
"H1story shows that small revolutionary or

ganizations will face not only the stern test 

of wars and repression, but also the poten

tially shattering opportunities that emerge un

expectedly when strikes and social struggles 

explode. As that happens, communist par

ties not only recruit many new members. 

They also fuse with other workers organiza

tions mov1ng 1n the same direction and grow 

into mass proletarian parties contesting to 

lead workers and farmers to power. This as

sumes that well beforehand their cadres have 

absorbed and grown comfortable with a 

world communist program, are proletarian 

1n life and work, denve deep sat1sfact1on from 

doing politiCS, and have forged a leadership 

with an acute sense of what to do next Their 
Trotsky and Ours 1s about building such a 

party. Special price: $12 (normally $15). 

Available from bookstores, 1nclud1ng those 
l1sted on page 8 

he explained. 
"Eight workers comprised the delegation 

that presented the company with its options. 
But hundreds more backed them up" out
side, said Scott Cooper, Southern District 
organizing director for the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees (UNITE). "The workers decided to 
give Point Blank the chance to sign an agree
ment recognizing the union immediately." 

In response to the workers' demands, the 
company locked them out of the plant and 
called in more than two dozen deputies from 
the Broward County Sheriff's Office to help 
enforce its antiunion moves. But rather than 
head home, most workers began to organize 
a protest outside the plant. 

Many took advantage of the time to sign 
union cards as they rallied in the parking 
lot. The union had begun collecting signa
tures four days before and a "majority of 
the workforce signed in two days," Cooper 
explained. 

The protest turned into a marathon mass 
union meeting, which adjourned to a local 
motel and then to the nearby headquarters 
of the Communications Workers of America 
(CWA). In addition to the workers speak
ing about their grievances and what should 
be done, State senator Kendrick Meek. a 
Democrat from Miami, and Bruce Raynor. 
the president of UN ITJ::, addressed the 
workers. 

Workers organized another pro-union 
action outside the plant the following morn
ing, July 19. The company lifted its lockout 
and the workers returned to their jobs. 

"No water." "Dirty rest rooms with no 
light and no toilet paper." "No place to eat 
lunch amid the dust." "The heat." "Favorit
ism." "Discrimination." This is how Point 
Blank clothing workers at the Friday pro
test explained why they are involved in the 
fight for a union. But their number one com
plaint is the low wages. 

"They don't treat us like humans," Point 
Blank worker Jorge Ramos told a local TV 
station that afternoon. "The salary they give 
us isn't anything." 

Point Blank has estimated it will gener
ate $350 million in sales from a contract to 

produce bulletproof vests for the U.S. armed 
forces, and local, state, and federal police 
forces. These include the Marine Corps., 
Army. Navy, Coast Guard, federal marshals, 
the INS, the FBI, the U.S. Secret Service, 
NATO, and the New York Police Depart
ment. 

A recent press release from Point Blank's 
parent company DHB Industries claimed 
that revenues for the first quarter of 2002 
rose 67 percent to a record S33.6 million. 

"They pay us the minimum," a 21-year
old inspector told this reporter at the rally. 
She had met the union four days before. 
"Today," she said with a smile, "we are in 
struggle." The worker emigrated from Cuba 
four years ago and has worked at the plant 
for a year. 

A sewing machine operator explained in 
Haitian Creole that she has had no raise 
during three years at the company. "We need 
a change in the working conditions. There 
is discrimination. God has given us the 
union in order to fight." 

"They treat you like animals," one worker 
told the Militant. "They yell at us to get us 
to work harder" she said. 

"The company has its favorites who pal 
around with the bosses and get more pay. I 
just work at my machine; but you don't get 
recognition for good work. Twice I have 
gotten a raise. After seven years I only re
ceive S6.65 an hour," another operator told 
the Militant. 

Asked what she would do at work that 
day, the 21-year-old inspector said, "Con
tinue inspecting, and continue the struggle!" 

That day workers won the first fruits of 
their union struggle: the company provided 
enough water for the workers and put lights 
in the rest rooms. 

A meeting to gather support for the union
organizing effort is scheduled for July 25 at 
the CWA union hall in Oakland Park at 7:00 
p.m. The struggle will also be featured at the 
first Jobs with Justice Workers Rights Board 
Hearing July 27 at the United Teachers of 
Dade auditorium at 9:30 a.m. This will be 
followed by an action at Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
where the largely Haitian nursing home 
workers are fighting to organize a union. 

shares had little meaning, since the majority 
of collective farms never divided up their 
properties into actual plots ofland. The small 
minority of people who were able to buy up 
shares and establish individual farms have 
been hampered in their attempts to raise funds 
by prohibitions on mortgaging their land. 

Some agricultural companies have grown 
up by renting land from shareholders. The 
fact that the legislation promoted by Putin 
would do away with such arrangements has 
aroused the criticism of the managers of 
such enterprises. 

Deep opposition in countryside 
While viewing the situation through its 

pro-capitalist lens and from the standpoint 
of hostility to the workers state, the June 20 
New York Times has noted the deep opposi
tion to any wholesale privatization among 
Russian working people. "The prospect of 
change has terrified farmers and others who 
cling to the dream of the kikholzy, or col
lective farms, that still operate more than 
90 percent of the nation's farms," wrote 
Steven Lee Myers in the June 20 issue. 

Many collectives still function much as 
they did before the 1993 constitutional 
changes. Although they have provided mini
mal cash income to the workers, particularly 
as old equipment has deteriorated and state 
subsidies have been slashed, they continue 
to provide food, essential health care, and 
other social services. 

"It's stupid to sell," said Vasily Sorogin, 
47. a member of the Rodina collective in 
Kursk. "What if something changes? The 
kokholz [collective farm] will become bet
ter off, and they'll be able to give me more." 

In areas like the Kursk region, in the west 
of Russia bordering Ukraine, reported 
Myers, "many fear the free sale ofland will 
strip peasants of what share they have in the 
land as wealthy investors buy up plots. Few 
peasants would be able to buy enough land 
to do more than subsistence farming." 

"In Russia's vast farmlands," noted the 
big-business paper, "one of the most strik
ing features is the absence of fences, and 
few believe they will soon appear." 

According to Russian economists, indi
viduals today own less than 10 percent of 
Russia's I billion acres of farmland. The rest 
remains under the control of the state or of 
former collectives. 

Workers protest 
layoffs in E. Europe 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

A number of factory occupations and 
other actions by workers in Eastern Europe 
have jolted plans by capitalist investors from 
Western Europe and North America to carry 
through widespread layoffs. 

The Wall Street Journal noted this "snag" 
in investors· paths with some alarm in a June 
28 article entitled "In Eastern Europe, Work
ers Go Sour on Foreign Owners." The big 
business daily reported, "Across Eastern 
Europe, a workers' revolt is threatening the 
continuing sale of old state enterprises." 

The Journal continued, "More than a 
decade of economic reforms and industrial 
restructuring has given workers a taste for a 
better life, but a bellyful of the free market's 
downside: layoffs, production targets and 
profitability goals, sometimes with scant 
unemployment benefits. Tired of smartly 
dressed foreign investors spouting 
buzzwords and grand plans that often boil 
down to job cuts, workers are turning against 
privatization, sometimes with violence." 

The paper cited examples from the Czech 
Republic, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia. 
In the latter country, 5,000 state railway 
workers stormed the capital in 2001 to stop 
proposals to privatize the rail system. In 
Romania, steelworkers at a recently 
privatized mill threw chairs at the U.S.-based 
manager, and locked him in a canteen after 
he proposed layoffs. 

Rebellions have tended to break out as job 
guarantees of two to five years offered by 
the new private investors have begun to ex
pire, and the capitalists have attempted to 
slash workforces and institute other cutbacks. 

The Journal also pointed to the weak 
position of the "pro-market" governments 
that typically rule these countries. "Govern
ments are reluctant to side with investors," 
it wrote, in part because they "need the 
workers' votes ... to win coming referendums 
on joining the European Union." 
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Workers, peasants 
in Paraguay fight 
gov't frame-ups 
Continued from front page 
the country's capital. As the cops fled the 
premises, Arrom and Marti emerged from 
the house, showing signs of severe torture. 
They reported that several top government 
officials had known about their kidnapping, 
and that Justice Minister Silvio Ferreira and 
Interior Minister Julio Fanego had even tele
phoned them to pressure them into signing 
the false confession. The case has been 
front-page news since then. 

On February l, some 2,000 people rallied 
here to celebrate the release of the political 
activists and to demand the resignation of the 
implicated ministers as well as President Luis 
Gonzalez Macchi. Under public pressure, 
Ferreira and Fanego resigned. 

Arrom, however, was placed on parole as 
government prosecutors announced they 
would press kidnapping charges against 
him-a frame-up campaign that continues 
today. In the most recent attempt to revoke 
his parole and put him in jail, prosecutors 
had filed a motion claiming he was a "flight 
risk." Defenders of the MPL leader mobi-

lized public support, and the judge ruled 
against the prosecutors' motion. But cops 
have continued to stand outside his home 
and try to intimidate him and others. 

Interview with political prisoner 
Two days afterArrom and Marti's abduc

tion, cops burst into the home ofMPL mem
ber Victor Colman and Ana Samudio and 
arrested them together with Ana's brother 
Jorge Samudio. The three were accused of 
taking part in the Debernardi kidnapping 
and remain in detention. 

Militant reporters visited Ana Samudio 
at the women's prison in Asuncion. Shere
ported that up to 20 heavily armed cops, 
including police official Javier Cazal, had 
burst into her home on January 19. "They 
subjected me to verbal and physical abuse. 
They tortured my husband and my brother, 
who was living with us. And they planted 
S50,000 in my house trying to claim it was 
part of the ransom money." 

Samudio, an MPL sympathizer, said that 
almost six months later the authorities have 

Militant/Martin Koppel 
Peasants on land they have occupied near Caaguazu, Paraguay. The area was a focal 
point of mass peasant demonstrations in May and June that pushed back an 'antiter
rorism' bill and economic measures demanded by International Monetary Fund. 

failed to present any credible evidence to 
win an indictment against her, so she ex
pected to be released shortly. She added that 
the abduction of Debernardi, who was re
leased after 64 days when a large ransom 
was paid, was very murky. with Debernardi 
changing her story repeatedly. 

Defenders of Arrom have launched an 
international campaign against the frame
up, winning broad support. The MPL is also 
planning to run Arrom and Marti as candi-

dates in the 2003 elections, taking advan
tage of the respect they have won as fight
ers against government repression. 

Defeat of 'antiterrorism' bill 

Socialists from US. address forum in Paraguay 

The frame-up campaign against MPL 
members has coincided with efforts by the 
Paraguayan regime to pass an "antiterror
ism'' law that would target working people 
and others involved in social and political 
struggles. Cesar Baez, head of the Human 
Rights Coordinating Committee of Para
guay, told Militant reporters that the "anti
terrorism" bill is modeled on the USA-Pa
triot Act adopted by the U.S. government. 
It would give the government wide powers 
to arrest individuals on vague charges of 
"terrorism,'' giving a green light to wiretap
ping, spying, and other attacks on basic 
rights. 

BY ROMINA GREEN 
SAN IGNACIO, Paraguay-Thirty 

people attended a forum held July 16 at the 
public library in this town to hear two so
cialists from the United States. Martin 
Koppel, who is the Socialist Workers can
didate for governor of New York, and 
Romina Green, a leader of the Young So
cialists, spoke about building the commu
nist movement in the United States and the 
worldwide fight for a socialist revolution. 

The meeting was organized by a newly
formed group of revolutionary-minded uni
versity students and workers in their early 
20s who have been working with Casa de Ia 
Juventud (Youth House), a youth group in 
the capital city of Asuncion. San Ignacio is a 
rural town of35,000 in southeastern Paraguay. 

The youth organized their U.S. visitors 
to be interviewed live on two radio programs 
at Radio Libertad and Radio Arapysandu. 
Koppel and Green described the political 
work carried out by the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Young Socialists in factories, 
in workers districts, and at university cam
puses to win others to the communist move
ment. Some people heard the interviews and 
the announcement of the meeting and came 
to the event from nearby towns. 

"As the working-class resistance to the 
employer offensive grows in the United 
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July 14 meeting in Asuncion sponsored 
by Casa de Ia Juventud. At this and San 
Ignacio meeting, the youthful audiences 
were hungry for revolutionary literature. 
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July 16 public forum in rural town of San Ignacio, Paraguay, where two socialists 
from the U.S. spoke. They were invited by a group of revolutionary-minded youth. 

States, socialist workers are finding them
selves in the midst oflabor struggles break
ing out among meat packers, coal miners. 
and garment workers. among others." 
Koppel said at the public forum. "And as 
we fight together with fellow workers, we 
are getting a positive response to the revo
lutionary perspective we explain. using our 
newspapers and books." 

The presentations given by Green and 
Koppel were followed by a lively discussion 
and debate. Questions ranged from the Marx
ist perspective on protecting the environment. 
to the collapse of the Stalinist regime in the 
Soviet Union, to the Free Trade Agreement 
of the Americas. In reply to a question. Green 
said that, as the fights by coal miners for 
safety show, workers and farmers are the only 
social force that has both the class interest 
and the power to protect the environment, 
which is devastated by the profit-driven ac
tions of the capitalist rulers. 

Laws protecting the environment that are 
won through struggle will continually be 
undercut by the capitalists, the YS leader said. 
and working people will have to make a revo
lution to take political power out of the hands 
of the exploiters. Marx and Engels were the 
first to take up this issue as a social question 
and offer a way forward, Koppel added. 

One questioner asked whether communists 
think religion is a political obstacle to build
ing a revolutionary movement, especially in 
countries such as Paraguay where the Catho
lic church hierarchy long has played an in
fluential role. 

Koppel explained that communists have 
always organized working people to fight 
together regardless of their views on reli
gion, and pointed to the example of Cuba's 
revolutionary leadership. Liberation theol
ogy and other forms of religion are not a 
vehicle for progress, however, and commu-

nists always fight to raise the broad cultural 
level of working people as part of gaining a 
scientific understanding of the world. 

After the meeting more than a dozen 
youth, including high school students, con
tinued the political discussion. Many 
browsed through a table covered with Path
finder literature. One older forum partici
pant argued that the guerrilla campaign 
launched by Ernesto Che Guevara and other 
revolutionary fighters in Bolivia in 1966-
67 was an adventure, and he pointed to the 
writings ofNoam Chomsky as a correct in
terpretation of the world. 

Several students listened closely to com
munists who explained why Guevara's course 
in Bolivia. far from an adventure, was ori
ented toward linking up with the mass revo
lutionary developments that were brewing in 
South America-including Bolivia-at that 
time; and that what working people need is 
not an anarchist critique of capitalism such 
as Chomsky's but a working-class course of 
action to change the world. as working people 
did successfully both in the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution and the Cuban Revolution. by 
fighting to replace the capitalist government 
with one of workers and peasants. In re
sponse. a high school student decided to get 
a copy of the Pathfinder title Che Guevara 
and the Imperialist Realit1· by Mary-Alice 
Waters. Other books purchased ranged from 
the Communist Manifesto to James P. 
Cannon's Socialism on Trial in Spanish. 

The meeting was the first public forum 
organized by the group of youth in San 
Ignacio. They viewed it as a success in be
ing able to discuss politics and attract more 
revolutionary-minded youth toward them. 
Among other activities, the group has been 
organizing classes on basic works of Marx
ism. They recently studied Pathfinder's edi
tion in Spanish of the Communist Manifesto. 

"The U.S. govemment carried out an ag
gressive public campaign in favor of this 
law," Baez said. "The U.S. embassy's anti
terrorism adviser even met with Paraguayan 
congresspeople to pressure them to pass the 
bill." 

The undemocratic bill was withdrawn by 
Congress in June in face of large demon
strations by peasants throughout the coun
try. Interviewed by Militant reporters. sev
eral members of the Parliamentary Commis
sion on Human Rights-all ofthem belong
ing to the ruling Colorado Party or another 
capitalist party-complained that many in 
Paraguay had reacted strongly to the anti
terrorist bill because it reminded them of 
Stroessner's infamous Law 209, which al
lowed the regime to arbitrarily detain people 
without the presumption of innocence. They 
said they favored an "improved'' version of 
the antiterrorism bill. 

Anti-Muslim campaign at Triple Border 
One target of the "antiterrorism" cam

paign has been working people in the area 
known as the Triple Border, where Paraguay, 
Brazil, and Argentina meet. This area, which 
includes Paraguay's second-largest city, 
Ciudad del Este, as well as the adjacent Bra
zilian city ofFoz do Igua<;u, has a substan
tial Arab immigrant community, mostly of 
Lebanese origin. There are several Muslim 
cultural centers, two mosques. and two Is
lamic schools. 

On a visit to Ciudad del Este, Militant 
reporters met with both political activists and 
Arab residents who described the anti-Mus
lim campaign of intimidation by the Para-

Continued on Page 10 

Ana Samudio at women's prison in 
Asuncion. She said government prosecu
tors have failed to present evidence to back 
up their frame-up kidnapping charges. 



'We fight to defend workers in Venezuela' 
Continued from front page 
initiated last November, after a call by 
Chavez for more popular participation in 
solving social problems. They are loose for
mations organized on a voluntary basis at 
workplaces, schools, neighborhoods, and 
elsewhere mostly to do social work and or
ganize defense guards. Many, however, as
sume a more overtly political character. 

There are more than I 00,000 of these 
circles around the country, and their num
ber has increased substantially since the 
April coup, we were told. 

Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez, 
elected with a large popular vote in 1998, 
was deposed April 11 in a short-lived mili
tary coup backed by Washington. This was 
preceded in March and early April by 
bosses' "strikes" and large street 
cazerolazos, or pot banging protests, made 
up overwhelmingly of middle and upper 
classes demanding the president's resigna
tion. 

Fedecamaras, the country's main business 
association, called for a nation-wide shut
down of companies April 8-11 to bring 
down Chavez. The CTV's officialdom 
backed the reactionary bosses' strike, giv
ing popular cover to the employers' drive 
to get rid of Chavez. Violence erupted dur
ing a demonstration of hundreds of thou
sands called by the bourgeois opposition 
April 11, with 18 people killed and dozens 
wounded, many by gunfire. 

Reactionary coup 
The top military brass seized on the 

shootings as a pretext to intervene. The gen
erals who led the coup installed an "interim 
administration" headed by Pedro Carmona, 
a wealthy oil man and president of 
Fedecamaras. The next day, Carmona an
nounced his regime had annulled the 
country's constitution-approved with a 71 
percent vote in a referendum in December 
1999, dissolved the National Assembly, 
ended oil shipments to Cuba on favorable 
terms, and revoked 49laws approved by the 
government last year. 

These overturned measures included a 
land reform program and limits on the abil
ity of foreign investors to extract profits from 
superexploitation of Venezuela's resources 
and labor. A number of these laws benefited 
Venezuela's toilers and were despised by the 
bourgeoisie. Carmona's sweeping moves
announced as the businessmen and gener
als who seized the presidential palace held 
a celebration with whisky glasses held 
high-shed a spotlight on the reasons for 
and character of the reactionary coup. 

Within two days divisions in the armed 
forces and huge popular mobilizations 
throughout the country demanding Chavez's 
reinstatement caused the coup to collapse. 
Chavez returned to Miraflores, the presiden
tial palace, April 13. 

Since then, the Chavez administration has 
shifted to the right, seeking conciliation with 
the employers, who still have a firm hold 
on the country's economic power. Measures 
along these lines have included virtual im
munity for the coup plotters, appointments 
of new ministers with ties to the employers, 
reversal of the previous decision to bring 
the state oil company under government 
control, and a halt of oil shipments to Cuba. 

Despite this turn by the president, and 
because Chavez's term in office has raised 
expectations and self-confidence among 
working people, the capitalist class contin
ues to try to find ways to undermine his re
gime and eventually overthrow him. 

How working people fought back 
Chirino; Ismael Hernandez, a textile 

worker in Valencia; Abel Bovada, who is an 
independent truck driver here; and others 
explained what they did to resist the drive 
to oust Chavez in April. 

On April 8, the beginning of the bosses' 
strike, workers gathered outside MAVESA, 
a condiment-producing factory, and other 
nearby plants, Bovada said. "We had signs 
saying: 'Chavez, we want to work' and 
'Down with the bosses' strike."' Up to 3,000 
workers demonstrated that day, he said. The 
next day many leaders of FETRAC orga
nized a caravan of 600 vehicles throughout 
Valencia with the same demands. A similar 
car caravan April I 0 was shot at and dis
persed by the police. 

"On the morning of April II, before any 

news arrived from Caracas, we held a press 
conference at the union hall stating our be
lief a coup was in the works and explaining 
we would fight against it," Chirino said. 
Next day more than 5,000 people, mostly 
workers and students, gathered around the 
local army barracks, defying police block
ades and fraternizing with the soldiers. Simi
lar mobilizations took place in nearby 
Aragua, where 20,000 people poured into 
the local army garrison. Similar actions took 
place across the country, we were told. 

Meanwhile, up to 200,000 people were 
protesting in the streets of Caracas, demand
ing the reinstatement of Chavez. Buses from 
Valencia and many other cities were stopped 
by the police from transporting workers 
from the provinces to the capital to fight the 
coup, Hernandez said. 

reports, Minister of Planning and Develop
ment Felipe Perez, and Finance Minister 
Tobias Nobrega, are pushing the National 
Assembly to raise value-added-tax from 
14.5 percent to 16 percent and to increase 
interest rates. These tax reforms must be 
approved immediately, Perez reportedly told 
parliamentary deputies, "regardless of the 
political cost ofthis decision, and we must 
all tighten our belts." 

Deep economic crisis 
Venezuela is the fifth largest oil-produc

ing country in the world. It has many min
eral resources and a relatively high level of 
industrialization for Latin America. At the 
same time, it is ranked among the top one
fifth of countries in the world on class in
equality. While the top I 0 percent of the 
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Protest in front of offices of Confederation of Venezuelan Workers (CTV) July 15 to 
condemn CTV leadership for proposing another nationwide antigovernment strike. 

Opposition to the coup was strong 
throughout the working class, including 
workers who have turned against Chavez. 
"The government is only words and no ac
tion," said Nicolas Contreras, who transports 
vehicles for Hyundai ofVenezuela. "I don't 
support Chavez, but I was against the coup. 
That would have been a big step backwards 
for us." 

"We were elated after we brought Chavez 
back," said Abner Lopez, an assembly-line 
worker at the Chrysler auto plant here. "We 
thought now is the time to take more radi
cal measures against Fedecamaras, the 
bosses, and all their lieutenants. But that's 
not what has happened." 

No plotters jailed 
None of the coup plotters have gone to 

jail, Lopez, Chirino, Hernandez, and others 
said. The Supreme Justice Tribunal held an 
initial hearing July 18 to determine whether 
there is sufficient evidence to try four of the 
127 military officers involved in the April 
coup on charges ofleading a military rebel
lion. "No one knows what will happen to 
these generals," Lopez said. "They should 
have been in jail already, and all the others, 
including Carmona, who was allowed to 
leave the country and move to Miami. Al
ready, people are protesting this." 

Hundreds of people protested outside the 
court hearing in Caracas July 18, hurling 
cans, eggs, and blunt objects over National 
Guard cordons and demanding justice 
against the coup organizers. 

Hernandez added that Fedecamaras is 
now pushing new antilabor measures, with 
the support of some government ministers, 
such as increasing job probation from three 
to nine months. 

"Chavez dismissed his former finance 
minister for repeated acts of corruption, but 
instead of going to jail he was given another 
lucrative job at a state bank," Chirino said. 
"The new finance minister and the minister 
of planning are now telling us to tighten our 
belts to deal with the economic crisis. We 
will pay for this, not these ministers or the 
bosses. These people are from the oligar
chy." 

According to the July 19 El Nacional, one 
ofVenezuela's main dailies, and other press 

population of 23 million receives half the 
national income, 40 percent lived in "criti
cal poverty," according to a 1995 estimate. 
The official poverty level is expected to rise 
to between 50 percent and 60 percent this 
year. An estimated 80 percent earned the 
minimum wage-about $150 per month in 
today's figures-or less in the mid-1990s, 
and this figure has not improved. 

Economic crisis deepens 
The country's foreign debt has risen to 

$35 billion. Capitalists in the United States 
and other imperialist countries use 
Venezuela's debt bondage to suck billions 
of dollars in wealth out of the country, as 
they do throughout the semicolonial world. 
To pay the bondholders and imperialist 
banks, Venezuela's rulers have cut wages 
and social programs. As a number of work
ers pointed out, there is no unemployment 
insurance for those laid off. 

Over the last year, the country's economic 
crisis has deepened considerably, mainly as 
a result of the normal workings of capital
ism accelerated by the efforts of the employ
ers' drive to oust Chavez. The country's 
Gross Domestic Product is expected to drop 
more than 3 percent this year, partly as a 
result of the oil industry and other work 
stoppages organized by the bosses. Inves
tors have spirited more than $80 billion in 
capital out of the country this year. A con
tinued devaluation of the bolivar, the 
country's currency, has dealt further blows 
to working people by raising prices on many 
basic goods, since most finished manufac
tured products are imported. Inflation is run
ning at nearly 25 percent, double the rate in 
200 I. Nearly one-fifth of all workers are 
unemployed and many companies are plan
ning additional layoffs. 

The bosses at auto assembly plants, for 
example, laid off 14,000 workers in the first 
quarter of this year out of a workforce of 
93,000. This has dealt serious blows to 
working people in Valencia, where General 
Motors, Ford, and Chrysler have large car 
assembly factories. 

The bourgeois opposition that has tried 
to bring down Chavez has attempted to capi
talize on this by blaming the government 
for the crisis. 

This was a theme of the latest anti-Chavez 
march in Caracas July II. According to vari
ous accounts, more than half-a-million 
people took part in this action demanding 
Chavez's resignation. Juan Pablo Torres, 
attorney for the Liberator municipality of 
Caracas and a supporter ofthe government, 
said in a July 15 interview that "for the first 
time it wasn't just the middle and upper 
classes marching against Chavez. Some 
contingents of the humble classes were also 
visible." It was a typical observation among 
other defenders of Chavez interviewed by 
the Militant. 

The CTV leadership has also tried to use 
the economic downturn to put a popular 
veneer on its reactionary call for organiz
ing a new general strike to bring down the 
president. "The proposal of the CTV is to 
call a national civic strike to demand the 
resignation of President Hugo Chavez," said 
CTV general secretary Manuel Cova July 
15. "We have over 2 million people that are 
without work. Jobs are being destroyed." 

Workers blame bosses and capitalism 
Most workers interviewed by the Militant, 

however, blamed the bosses, not the Chavez 
government, for the deteriorating recession. 

"The problem in this country is that the 
bosses make millions of bolivars a month 
in profits and we workers can barely sur
vive," said Jose Sanchez, who works in a 
carton manufacturing plant in Valencia. "I 
support Chavez because even though he 
hasn't done everything he promised he has 
put the breaks on the bosses. They can't do 
anything they want against us as they did 
before." 

On May I, under increasing pressure 
from workers, Chavez signed a decree pro
hibiting further layoffs for 60 days. The la
bor movement succeeded in winning an 
extension of the decree to July 28. "When 
that expires, we expect many firings, espe
cially of union militants," said Abner Lopez. 
"They are already preparing the lists, as they 
did in June when they posted the layoffs the 
day before Chavez extended it another 
month. 

"This is true especially of the Yankee 
bosses," Lopez added, expressing his deep 
anger at Washington's intervention in sup
port of the April coup, a view held by many 
workers Militant reporters spoke to. 

"It's capitalism that's leaving us and our 
families on the streets, not Chavez," said 
Wilmer Mejias, a former auto worker at GM 
who now works as a truck driver after be
ing laid off. Pointing to the recent closing 
ofSudantec, a textile company that received 
subsidies from the government and em
ployed about 5,000 workers, Mejias said the 
government should take over such compa
nies and ask workers to run them. 

Such proposals for nationalizations of 
companies that shut down are a minority 
view. "But demands like these will grow," 
said Chirino. 

Workers have increasingly rejected the 
CTV leadership's call for another nation
wide strike. "The CTV never did anything 
for workers," said Pedro Jose Rodriguez, a 
truck driver, in a typical comment. "Now 
they are somehow concerned about unem
ployment. I've been working for 38 years 
and the CTV never did anything for work
ers. It went with the bosses April II. No 
worker in their right mind wanted these 
'strikes."' 

Strike call loses steam 
Under increasing pressure from workers, 

the CTV campaign for another nationwide 
antigovernment strike is rapidly losing 
steam. Between July 15 and July 19, offi
cials of Fedepetrol, the oil workers union, 
Fedeunep, the 600,000-strong United Fed
eration of Government Workers, the steel
workers union, and the Union of Workers 
of the Metro in Caracas denounced the 
CTV's call for a strike. 

A number of those interviewed said that 
it was Chavez's earlier labor policies that 
gave the CTV tops some legitimacy for a 
period oftime. "The labor policy of Chavez 
was reactionary, trying to tie the unions to 
the state and telling workers he would not 
honor labor contracts," Chirino stated. 

Chirino was referring to the December 
2000 referendum organized by Chavez to 
suspend the national leadership of the CTV 

Continued on Page 8 
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'We fight to defend 
workers in Venezuela' 
Continued from Page 7 
until elections would be held. The majority 
of the CTV officialdom supports the social
democratic Democratic Action Party (AD). 
A minority backs the Social Christian 
COPEI party, or the Venezuelan Commu
nist Party and smaller groups in the work
ers movement. That referendum was ap
proved by a 65 percent majority, but only 
22 percent of the II million eligible work
ers turned out to the polls. The referendum 
was opposed by officials of the four estab
lished trade union federations. Officials of 
a fifth, the Bolivarian Workers Force (FBI) 
founded that year, align themselves with the 
Chavez regime. Chavez won some support 
for his attempt to shackle the unions more 
tightly to the state by taking advantage of 
widespread hatred for the labor bureaucracy, 
which he termed "corrupt and rotten." 

Opposition to this move, however, by the 
bosses and most trade union officials, along 
with many workers, forced the government 
to shelve implementation of the 
referendum's result. Chavez recently recog
nized the CTV with its current leadership 
as legitimate. 

"We can only overthrow the CTV leader
ship from within," said Chirino, "while sup
porting complete independence of the trade 
union movement from the state." 

Bolivarian circles 
The CTV's outright sellout to the bosses 

has led a number of working people seek-

ing ways to defend their interests to tum to 
other forms of organization. 

As Jose Bonilla, a truck driver for a large 
transportation firm in Caracas, put it, ''We 
never succeeded in bringing a union to the 
company, so a number of us have now or
ganized a Bolivarian circle." 

The Bolivarian circles are nation-
ally coordinated out of Caracas, 
from what is called "the political 
command of the Bolivarian revolu-
tion." While largely organized by the 
Movement for the Fifth Republic 
(MVR). Chavez's party, the circles 
include a range of political forces 
and many working people and youth 
who have no political affiliation. 

At the University ofCarabobo in 
Valencia, for example. there are 
more than 51 Bolivarian circles in
corporating a large percentage of 
the student body. Each focuses on 
different tasks-from scientific 
seminars in the evening, to social 
work in the community, to volun-
teer labor to repair houses or infra- -
structure in working-class neigh- ... 
borhoods, to street protests against 
police repression. 

The police in a state whose governor 
Romer Salas is a prominent figure in the 
bourgeois opposition, has tried to brand 
them as "terrorist cells." 

Joel Panton, a leader of the Alma Mater 
student group. has helped initiate several of 

these circles. He said the authorities orga
nized a provocation June 20 in which four 
assailants entered a school bus full of stu
dents, poured gasoline on the floor, and lit a 
fire. A number of students, and the bus 
driver, were seriously injured in the arson 
attack and arc still in the hospital. The bus 

1,000 rally for workers locked out by Videotron 
Continued from Page 12 
by as much as 30 percent. 

Videotron has also called on the services 
ofNexxlink to take over a part of the tech
nical support work and of Joncas. which is 
owned by Quebecor, to take over customer 
service. "We're not part of the company's 
plans," explained a striker who works in 
technical support but preferred not to be 
identified. "Contracting out has gone from 
15 percent to I 00 percent since last year," 
he added, pointing out that customer calls 
go to these companies on a priority basis 
rather than to Videotron employees. 

workers in the districts where the video 
clubs are located. 

The company has led a sustained cam
paign against the strikers, accusing them of 
sabotage and vandalism against its installa
tions. It is offering up to $25.000 for any 
information against the union or its mem
bers. Police raided union offices June I 0. 
confiscating union records. Videotron is also 
suing CUPE for S5 million in damages. 

The company has been hiring strikebreak
ers. especially students. Videotron is using 
its status as a telecommunications company 

covered by federal jurisdiction to avoid the 
provisions of a Quebec law that prohibits 
employers from hiring scabs. 

In another development. the Confedera
tion of National Trade Unions (CSN) an
nounced July 13 that 4.000 workers would 
go on strike for 24 hours if progress was 
not made in negotiations covering 23 ho
tels in Montreal. 

Erick Desmarais is a member of the Young 
Socialists. Christian Cornejo contributed to 
this article. 

Enrique : inset: 

Above, tens of thousands of working people 
rally in Valencia April 12 to foil a U.S.
backed coup against President Hugo 
Chavez. Left, workers at Hyundai assem
bly plant in Valencia. 

driver. though. succeeded in capturing one 
of the arsonists who later confessed that the 
operation was organized by a paramilitary 
group financed out of the governor's office 
and organized in collaboration with the po
lice. Panton said. 

The intent was to blame the attack on the 
Bolivarian circles. but with the capture of 
one of the assailants this has backfired on 
the local authorities. Panton said a number 
of the Bolivarian circles have organized 
street protests in recent weeks to demand 
that all responsible be brought to justice. 

Members of these circles have also orga
nized unarmed defense squads around the 
presidential palace since the April coup and 
similar activities in working-class neighbor
hoods. 

This is an uneven development, still in 
its infancy. The almost weekly meetings and 
swirl of activity of the Bolivarian circles at 
the University of Carabobo. for example. 
contrast with a similar group of municipal 
workers in Caracas that has only met twice 
since it was founded in April. These circles 
had a prominent role in mobilizing hundreds 
of thousands for the June 29 pro-Chavez 
march in Caracas, the largest pro-govern
ment demonstration since the coup. 

Unionists have also occupied the Montreal 
offices of the Caisse de depot et de place
ment du Quebec, a Quebec government fi
nancial agency that owns 45 percent of the 
shares in Videotron and had lent $3 billion to 
Quebecor so it could buy Videotron. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 

The company has succeeded in getting a 
court injunction that limits the number of 
pickets to 12. In response to this attack, the 
union has organized secondary picket lines 
in front of stores and video clubs belonging 
to Quebecor. This has allowed the strikers 
to be more visible and establish links with 
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-GREAT SOCIE1Y----------------
Sam's executive club-In Kan

sas City, Missouri, Verette 
Richardson was headed to her car 
when a Wal-Mart manager ordered 

She tidied the racks. Other 
nights, she untangled shopping 
carts in the parking lot. It took an 
hour and she received nothing. It 
was the common Wal-Mart "off
the-clock" practice. Later, she was 
one of the 40 employees, past and 
present, who gave media interviews 
on the swindle. 

London, an Ethiopian infant whose 
mother is an HIV-positive asylum 
seeker, was denied milk that she is 
entitled to. 

$375,000 a year. The prince has 
gone from working part-time on 
royal duties to full-time. 

beef from giant ConAgra after an 
outbreak of E. coli infection from 
ground beef. A recall was issued. 

The ruling was handed down by 
London's high court. Why? We read 
the item three times and didn't un
derstand. 

On a grim note-Between 1996 
and 2000, more than 160 elderly 
Maine residents took their own 
lives. This made the state the eigh
teenth worst on suicide rates in the 
country. 

her to return to the apparel depart
ment and clean it up. She had just 
finished a 1 0-hour graveyard shift, 
but was reluctant to challenge the 
boss. 

'Route 6 in holding pattern'
Faced with a sagging auto market, 
Toyota is preparing a small, easy
to-fly plane that it anticipates could 
become as common as cars. How 
the skyway cops will pull over pro
file pilots remains to be seen. 

Capitalist education-As 
graduation approached, college stu
dents in England received warnings 
that if they had outstanding school 
loans, they would not receive their 
diplomas. 

Oh well-The Queen of England 
has doubled the allowance of Prince 
Edward, boosting it to around 

Golly, ConAgra terrorist?-At 
Louisiana State University, the 
school of Veterinary Medicine has 
set up a team to check meat lines 
for signs ofbioterrorist contamina
tion. 

God and a ten spot-"Virginia 
unveiled a 'FightTerrorism' license 
plate called 'Remembrance.' Its 
design reflects the Pentagon and 
World Trade Center towers. The 
plates cost Virginians an extra 
$1 0."-News item. 

Yoicks, they're back-"State 
[California] is Hit with Power 
Emergency-Several generating 
plants interrupt service amid rising 
temperatures .... Energy Prices 
soar."-Headline, Los Angeles 
Times. ?-According to the Times of 

Stock market slide 
portends deeper crisis 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

Since the end of May the major U.S. stock 
market indexes have lost more than 20 per
cent of their value, in what commentators 
in the capitalist media are referring to as one 
of the fastest falls in Wall Street history. 
More than shattering the confidence of 
wealthy investors, the stock market decline 
has decimated workers' 40l(k) retirement 
accounts and pension funds that have been 
invested in the market. The downward slide 
of the indexes poses the real threat of a sell
off that would threaten the banking system. 

Over this nine-week period the Dow 
Jones industrial average has fallen 2,333 
points to the 8,000 mark, losing 22.5 per
cent of its value. The decline has now wiped 
out more points than were in the total index 
in January 1989. The Standard & Poor's 400 
index is down almost 45 percent from its 
highs two years ago, and the Nasdaq is off 
nearly 75 percent. In fact, some $7.7 tril
lion in paper values have been lost since the 
market peaked in March 2000. Since then 
the Dow Jones has declined by 31.6 per
cent. 

The stock market decline of 14.5 percent 
from July 8-19 was "its worst two weeks 
since the 198 7 crash," reported the New York 
Times. 

"The crash of 2002: Stocks' four-month 
slide has left investors battered and blood
ied. How bad will it get," was the headline 
of a story by CNN/Money July 22, one of 
many such reports appearing in the big-busi
ness media. "Ten trading days, 1,360 points 
off the Dow. Let's start calling the 'sell off' 
what it is. Let's call it a panic. Let's call it a 
crash," the article stated. 

"There hasn't been any news in the last 12 
weeks that has made anybody feel confident," 
noted Thomas McManus, the equity strate
gist at Bane of America Securities. "You 
never know when it's going to be over," stated 
Dexter Williams, who works in risk manage
ment on Wall Street. "It's going to take a long 
time to restore investor confidence." 

in U.S. history to do so. WorldCom, with 
$107 billion in assets, eclipses Enron, which 
with $63 billion in assets filed its petition 
for bankruptcy in December. More than half 
of the 10 largest bankruptcies since 1980 
have occurred in the last 18 months. 

The stock market expansion through the 
1990s was built on a speculative binge; to
day no one knows how far it will fall. Be
cause of declining corporate profit rates and 
lack of sources of solid investment in in
dustry, capitalist investors poured their 
money into gambling on the stock market 
rather than into expanding productive ca
pacity equipment in the plants. The rising 
stock prices, which more and more became 
divorced from the actual value of these com
panies, had expanded into greater balloons 
of debt. "Especially the technology sector," 
noted the Times. "had become a bubble" that 
sooner or later had to burst. 

One example of the declining confidence 
by investors in the stock market is the 
stepped-up pace at which money has been 
flowing out of stock mutual funds. Accord
ing to AMG Data Services, there were net 
outflows of $18.5 billion from stock funds 
just over the first three weeks of July, fol
lowing an $11.1 billion outflow in June. "If 
investors continue to pull money out of 
funds," reported the Times. "they will have 
to sell more stocks to meet the demand," 
further fueling the market's decline. 

Of growing concern to economists is the 
impact the stock market fall will have on 
consumer spending, especially as more 
companies announce downsizing measures 
and layoffs. Even before declaring bank
ruptcy, WorldCom, for example. had an
nounced the layoff of 17,000 people, one
quarter of its total workforce. 

"While corporate spending has been non
existent for months," the Times noted, "con
sumers have kept their wallets open." But as 
"consumers recognize the extent to which the 
falling stock market has decimated their re
tirement accounts or their children's college 
plans, their spending may come to a halt." 

Economists at Goldman Sachs, predict 
that the weakness in consumer spending will 

Meanwhile in Colorado, 
Safeway markets stopped buying 

Locked-out workers in Texas City 
demand city council back their fight 

Militant/Steve Warshell 
Madeline Goldenschue, picket captain for workers locked out at Sterling Chemi
cal and a general mechanic at the plant for 26 years, points to photos of protests 
and rallies by union members against Sterling and Dow Chemical in Texas City, 
Texas. On July 18 more than 130 union members locked out by the company 
and their supporters marched to City Hall demanding the city support their 
fight. "The supposedly neutral position the city has maintained in this entire 
situation actually appears to condone the antilabor practices of Sterling man
agement," Goldenschue said. "Especially since the city recently granted Sterling 
a discount on its city taxes." The union has established a relieffund for the locked
out workers and asks that donations be sent to: Sterling Workers Locked Out, 
2800 Texas Avenue, Texas City, Texas, 77590. 

curb economic growth not only for the re
mainder of this year, but well into 2003. 
Commenting further on this development, 
Richard Hastings, chief economist at Cyber 
Business Credit, a retail advisory firm in 
New York, noted that this could "impact 

aggregate demand in a way that has not been 
seen since the 1930s." 

A declining U.S. stock market affects 
markets around the world. Major European 
indexes are down more than the 21 percent 
this year. 

Compounding this problem is the grow
ing number of financial scandals that have 
involved the reporting of billions of dollars 
in illusory earnings by some major compa
nies that were prominent players in the stock 
market boom of the 1990s. 

The latest example is WorldCom, a Mis
sissippi-based telecommunications giant, 
which admitted in June that it had falsely 
converted operating expenses into capital 
costs, artificially boosting its income by $3.8 
billion. On July 21 the company filed for 
bankruptcy, becoming the largest company 

Farm leader polls second in Bolivia -s presidential race 
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BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 
In a strong show of support, farm leader 

Evo Morales came in second in the race for 
president of Bolivia, with nearly 21 percent 
of the vote. Since no candidate won a ma
jority, the Bolivian Congress will choose the 
next president from the two-front runners 
by August 6. 

Washington wasted no time in making 
known its opposition to Morales becoming 
president of the country. 

After I 0 days of vote counting, the Na
tional Election Council announced the offi
cial results of the June 30 election. Gonzalo 
Sanchez de Lozada, a millionaire, and the 
country's former president from 1993 to 
1997, came in first with 624,126 votes or 
22.46 percent of the vote; Morales received 
581,884 votes or 20.94 percent; and 
Manfred Reyes Villa, also a millionaire and 
a former army captain, had 721 votes less 
than Morales, or 20.91 percent. 

Support for Morales surged as the U.S. 
ambassador to Bolivia, Manuel Rocha, in
tervened in the election to warn voters not 
to elect the peasant leader to the presidency. 

otherwise U.S. aid to the country would be 
cut off. Morales, who leads the Movement 
for Socialism party, has pledged to stop pay
ments on Bolivia's $6.6 billion national 
debt; renationalize industries sold to foreign 
investors in the 1980s and '90s; halt the 
government's coca eradication efforts, 
which have driven tens of thousands of poor 
farmers deeper into poverty; and end the 
operations of the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
agency in the country, through which Wash
ington has deepened its military interven
tion in Bolivia. 

In the elections held for Congress the 
same day as the presidential vote, the Move
ment for Socialism party won enough seats 
to become the second largest party in the 
legislature. 

"This is a bad sign," stated Gary 
Rodriguez, president of the Institute of For
eign Trade, speaking on behalf of the class 
of millionaire employers who run the coun
try. 

Continuing U.S. imperialism's drive to 
influence the outcome of the election, the 
U.S. ambassador held meetings with lead-

ing legislators in an effort to convince them 
to block Morales's presidential bid. In a tele
vised interview July 9, Reyes said he had 
recently met with the ambassador. "I did not 
receive any pressures," he said, but "what 
the ambassador did make clear is that there 
should not be any kind of an alliance with 
Evo Morales." 

Otto Reich, the U.S. assistant secretary 
of state for Western Hemisphere affairs, re
iterated this point in an appearance in 
Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentina, July 
11. He said that the inclusion of Morales in 
a government coalition could lead to the 
cutoff of millions of dollars in U.S. funds 
for Bolivia. "We do not believe we could 
have normal relations with someone who 
espouses these kinds of policies," Reich 
said, referring to Morales's political posi
tions. 

State Department spokesman Philip 
Reeker also spoke up in defense of Rocha's 
intervention in Bolivia's election, claiming 
that all the ambassador was doing was cor
recting "incendiary and wrong statements" 
made by Morales. 
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Peasant groups fight frame-up 
Continued from Page 6 
guayan government, backed by Washington. 

Two Lebanese-Paraguayan merchants in Ciudad del 
Este, who asked not to be quoted by name, explained that 
the anti-Arab campaign in that area was first whipped up 
after the 1994 bombing of a Jewish community center in 
Buenos Aires that killed more than 80 people. Govern
ment officials and others immediately blamed "Islamic 
fundamentalists," but years later it turned out rightist Ar
gentine cops had been involved, and today several cops 
have been jailed in connection with the case. 

A few years ago, the merchants noted, the Paraguayan 
government created an "Antiterrorism Bureau" at 
Washington's urging. It began to accuse Arab immigrants 
of fund-raising for groups tied to the Lebanese resistance 
organization Hezbollah, and targeted Ahmed Barakat, an 
acknowledged supporter ofHezbollah, and his fund-rais
ing activities. "Many merchants here had green boxes in 
their stores to collect donations for Islamic charities an 
effort headed by Barakat. But the authorities couldn't 
prove Barakat was misusing funds since all the money 
was accounted for," one merchant said. 

After September 11, the U.S. government accelerated 
its "antiterorism" campaign as a cover for increasing its 
military intervention around the world, including in South 
America. Pressed by Washington, the Paraguayan gov
ernment carried out police raids in Ciudad del Este and 
other cities in the Triple Border area, arresting 21 people; 
three remain in jail on minor charges such as expired vi
sas or tax problems, Militant reporters were told. Arabs 
continue to be harassed by cops who stop them on the 
street or in their cars. 

In late June the Brazilian government arrested Barakat 
at the request of the Paraguayan government, but released 
him for lack of evidence. Washington has demanded his 
extradition, but it doesn't have an extradition treaty with 
Brazil, the merchants noted. 

Increasing U.S. military presence 
Members of the municipal workers union in Ciudad 

del Este reported that the antiterrorism campaign has also 
provided a cover for the government to go after unionists 
and workers trying to organize unions. 

The unionists said that Washington has increased its 
military presence in Paraguay. The Pentagon has estab
lished an unofficial military facility near the Triple Bor
der city of Concepcion under the pretext of helping peas
ants build health-care centers and other facilities. 

Gen. Gary Speer, head of the U.S. Southern Command, 
made a high-profile visit to Paraguay in mid-July. He met 
with Paraguayan president Gonzalez Macchi and super
vised a "joint hostage rescue operation" by an "antiter
rorist squad" of Paraguayan troops. An article in the July 
II issue of Noticias reported on Speer's visit and stated 
that the U.S. military "offers its counterparts in our coun
try cooperation in training for antidrug, antiterrorist, and 
peacekeeping operations." 

During a visit to the rural town of Caaguazu, farmers 
described the wave of protests in May and June that pushed 
back the government's antiterrorism bill and several eco
nomic measures demanded by the International Monetary 
Fund. 

"We knew the antiterrorism law would be used against 
peasant leaders and unionists," said Diosnel Aguilera, a 
leader of the peasant settlement near Caaguazu. "It re
minded us of the repression under the Stroessner dicta
torship, which would terrorize people in the countryside 
with its system of pyragzu?' the Guarani term for "wool 
feet" or informers. 

The peasant demonstrations were the largest political 
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actions in Paraguay in many years. Caaguazu was one of 
the centers of these protests. Nimio Mendez, a local leader 
of the National Coordinating Board of Peasant Organiza
tions (Mesa Coordinadora Nacional de Organizaciones 
Campesinas-MCNOC), one of the two main peasant 
organizations, said, "We blocked the highway for more 
than a month. Every day there were between 3,000 and 
11,000 peasants gathered on the highway." 

In addition to opposing the antiterrorism law, the peas
ants protested legislation that would authorize the sale of 
the state-owned telecommunications, railroad, water and 
sewer companies, and banks, as well as a value-added tax 
on agricultural products. The peasants marched toward 
Asuncion in face of police and army repression. In one 
deadly police attack, a peasant was killed in the nearby 
town of Londres. After weeks of sustained peasant pro
tests, combined with the threat of a general strike by 
unions, the government backed down and suspended the 
privatization measures, repealed the tax, and withdrew the 
antiterrorism bill. 

A major factor driving the step-up in peasant struggles 
is the growing land crisis. While Paraguay has histori
cally been underpopulated, the capitalist development and 
economic crisis in recent decades has drawn peasants and 
workers to migrate to the rich agricultural lands of the 
east. The resulting shortage of land has driven peasants to 
organize takeovers of idle lands belonging to absentee 
landlords. DiosnelAguilera explained that 35 families liv
ing in crowded conditions near Caaguazu had crossed the 
highway in 1999 and occupied land belonging to an ab
sentee German landlord. They are now fighting to legal
ize the status of their settlement, named Koe-ti, or dawn 
in Guarani, the primary language of many of the mestizo 
farmers of Paraguay. 

The increased combativity by farmers and other work
ing people is a sign of the social and political changes in 
Paraguay since the end of the Stroessner dictatorship, 
which ruled the country from 1954 to 1989 and suppressed 
dissent with an iron fist. The previous wave of land 
struggles. led by the Agrarian Leagues tied to the Catho
lic Church, was crushed in the 1970s. Many of the farm
ers leading the Koe-ti occupation are in their 20s, and they 
do not bear the scars of previous defeats. 

The successful peasant mobilizations have helped ex
pand political space for working people. As a result, battles 
for democratic rights such as the campaign against the 
frame-up ofArrom and other MPL members are in a stron
ger position. 

U.S. airlines demand concessions 
BY ROGER CALERO 

US Airways and United, two of the largest airlines in 
the United States, are demanding hundreds of millions of 
dollars in concessions from cleaners, maintenance staff, 
ramp workers, and flight attendants, along with pilots and 
other employees. 

United has demanded 10 percent in wage cuts from the 
International Association of Machinists (lAM), represent
ing 23,000 workers at the company, which is second in 
size to American Airlines. The lAM has rejected the de
mand, while accepting the deferment of almost $500 mil
lion owed workers in back pay. 

To date lAM representatives at US Airways have also 
not signed on to the cuts demanded by the bosses. "Our 
negotiators do not feel that any type of agreement is im-

our 
This week's issue of the Militant will be 

a two-week issue. Our next issue will be 
printed August 8. 

The Militant office will be closed July 
24-29 in order for the editorial staff to 
participate in and cover the upcoming 
convention of the Socialist Workers Party. 
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minent," said union spokesman Joe Tiberi. The union rep
resenting flight attendants at the airline has tentatively 
agreed to cost-cutting measures worth $77 million each 
year until 2008. 

The organization representing 4,800 pilots at US Air
ways has agreed to reductions in salaries and benefits of 
$465 million a year. At United, officials of the Air Line 
Pilots Association have said they will accept pay cuts of 
26 percent on condition that other outstanding issues are 
resolved. However, the agreement has reportedly been 
thrown into doubt by the lAM's rejection of the takeback 
demands. 

The ongoing losses of these companies, and the gen
eral overcapacity and intensifying competition in the in
dustry, are fueling the bosses' drive for such cuts. US Air
ways, for example, reported a loss of S269 million in the 
quarter to June. In 200 I its total loss was $2 billion. 

The airline bosses pitch the concessions as necessary 
to qualify for government loans from the Air Transport 
Stabilization Board, a body established by Congress un
der White House direction after the September 11 attacks. 
On July 10 the board gave conditional support to a $900 
million loan guarantee to US Airways that would enable 
the airline-the country's sixth largest-to gain $1 bil
lion in private financing, but only if it carried through the 
wage and benefit cuts. 

For its part, United has requested S 1.8 billion worth of 
government guarantees for the $2 billion in private loans 
that it is seeking. Federal backing means the government 
will be responsible for 90 percent of a given loan if the 
airline defaults. 

-EDITORIALS 

Capitalist 
financial crisis 
threatens 
working people 
Continued from front page 
era! Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan's shine is dulling 
in some business quarters, and fear replaces greed among 
top monied layers in the United States. 

The deflating bubble is one sign of the fundamental 
economic crisis of world capitalism. Despite the much 
ballyhooed "productivity miracle," the 1990s boom was 
built on the backs of working people, through speedups, 
wage cuts, and other measures. Although they made some 
gains, the employers were unable to fundamentally re
verse their long-term profit slide, meaning the stock
market's upward glide looked more attractive than invest
ing in capacity-expanding plants and equipment. Within 
this speculative bubble there has lurked the threat of a 
banking collapse and other financial shocks that would 
trigger a sharp fall in industrial production. 

The shaky economic situation generates other pressing 
questions working people will need to address. Today, the 
threat of new military adventures by Washington remains 
real. The Bush administration has been criticized by big
business newspapers for not doing enough about the 
economy. But the White House does have a plan for deal
ing with the growing economic problems of U.S. imperi
alism: it is seeking to launch a new war against Iraq and 
taking steps such as setting up the Pentagon's Northern 
Command at home in order to confront the struggles of 
workers and farmers. Protectionist measures and massive 
e_xport subsidies to grain and other agricultural monopo
lies are other weapons of Washington's wars. These will 
be used not only against semicolonial countries, but to 
target Washington's imperialist rivals as well. 

In Cuba and the Coming American Revolution, Jack 
Barnes explains that vanguard militants can find ways to 
present some very basic, immediate demands "to defend 
the conditions and solidarity of the working class and other 
toilers in face of rising joblessness, deepening indebted
ness, and the ever-present danger of ruinous bursts of in
flation or financial panic. These are what worker
bolsheviks can offer our class as a proletarian alternative 
to being whipsawed between choices presented by the 
Democrats and Republicans as a matter of'take it or leave 
it."' The program outlined in the book is one being ad
vanced by Socialist Workers candidates around the coun
try today, as well. 

Workers should demand a massive program of govern
ment-funded public works to ensure jobs for all at union
scale. Such a program is needed to build housing, schools, 
hospitals and clinics, day-care centers, public transporta
tion, libraries, gyms, parks, and other social infrastruc
ture the capitalists are allowing to crumble rather than 
fund out of their profits. 

Labor must demand a shorter workweek with no cut in 
pay, binding on all employers as federal law and to in
crease the minimum wage. "Given the competition for 
jobs under capitalism, wage levels are set from the bot
tom up, not from the top down," Barnes points out. 

Labor must demand, once again as federal legislation, 
that all wages be covered by full and automatic cost-of
living protection. The capitalists' efforts to pull themselves 
out of a downturn in sales and profits can spark sudden 
and unexpected inflationary explosions that devastate the 
living standards and any small savings of working people. 

Labor must reach out for allies among working farm
ers, joining with them to demand a halt to all foreclo
sures. The working class and labor movement in the United 
~tates must demand that Washington and other imperial
ISt government and financial institutions immediately can
cel the foreign debt that has been imposed on the 
semicolonial countries. 

Workers and farmers in the United States should de
mand that Washington lift all tariffs and other obstacles to 
trade and travel erected by the U.S. rulers. This includes 
the elimination of all "anti-dumping," "fair labor," "envi
ronmental protection," and other trade weapons wielded 
with often devastating consequences by the U.S. govern
ment under the banner of"free trade." 

By demanding cancellation of the Third World debt," 
Barnes says, "and opposing all measures used by the prop
ertied classes to magnify the unequal terms of trade in
trinsic to the world capitalist market, working people in 
the United States can strengthen our unity with the toilers 
of these countries in the international battle against our 
common enemy, the imperialist ruling families who ex
ploit us all to maintain their wealth and power. We can 
deepen the effort to transform our unions into revolution
ary organizations of the working class that will inscribe 
these internationalist demands on our battle flag." 



Huge rallies defend Iran's sovereignty 
BY MA'MUD SHIRVANI 

Hundreds of thousands demonstrated 
across Iran July 19 to defend their country's 
sovereignty against U.S. imperialism. In 
Tehran the demonstrators, many of whom 
came with their families, assembled early 
in the day at five staging areas. They 
marched under a scorching sun to Tehran 
University where the weekly Friday prayer 
meetings are held, chanting, "Death to 
America," "Death to Bush," and "Death to 
Israel," and burning effigies of Uncle Sam 
and U.S president George Bush. 

This was the second such mass mobili
zation in Iran this year. On February 11, the 
anniversary of Iran's 1979 revolution, mil
lions poured into the streets in defiance of 
threats from Washington. At the time Bush 
had just labeled Iran, North Korea, and Iraq 
as the "axis of evil." 

The July 19 demonstrations followed 
another statement by Bush, issued July 12. 
The Iranian people have voted for political 
and economic reforms, he said, yet "their 
voices are not being listened to by the 
unelected people who are the real rulers of 
Iran ... Members of the ruling regime and 
their families continue to obstruct reform 
while reaping unfair benefits. 

Bush added that "talented students and pro
fessionals, faced with the dual specter of too 
few jobs and too many restrictions on their 
freedom, continue to seek opportunities abroad 
rather than help build Iran's future at home." 

Probe by imperialism 
The U.S. president's statement was a 

maneuver to probe the possibilities of win
ning influence among layers in the popula
tion who are dissatisfied with the policies 
pursued by Iran's government. 

On July 9 some 3,000 students around the 

', .i~'\ 

The ministry of the in
terior did not issue a per
mit for the action this 
year, and major student 
organizations canceled 
their call for demonstra
tions. Among those who 
joined the protest, some 
140 people were arrested. 

The same day, Ayatol
lah Jalaleddin Taheri, the 
popular religious leader 
of the southern city of 
Isfahan, resigned. In a let
ter explaining his action, 
he said that civil and 
elected institutions were 
being "paralyzed" in the 
name of religion, and 
condemned "the increas
ing power of irrespon
sible unelected institu
tions, the undermining of 
the elected parliament, 
the distasteful slaughter 
of the press, the illegal 
imprisonment of writers, 
[and] the paralysis of the 
elected government." 

Hundreds of thousands demonstrated across Iran Juiv 19 in 
protest of statements by U.S. president George Bush: 

He also wrote that "un
employment, inflation, 
and the hellish division 

between poverty and wealth and class divi
sions" are increasing. "Is this the pact we 
made with the oppressed at the onset of the 
1979 revolution?" he asked rhetorically. 

University of Tehran and in the streets of af
fluent north Tehran had clashed with secu
rity forces and extralegal vigilantes who of
ten show up to disrupt demonstrations. It was 
the third anniversary of a brutal attack in 1999 
on students protesting in the dormitories of 
Tehran and Tabriz universities. The students 
express frustration at the lack of action by 
the government in prosecuting those respon
sible for the attacks. 

After Ayatollah Taheri's resignation some 
125 parliamentary deputies, associated with 
the "reform" faction of the government, 
signed a letter in his support. 

In a July 17 interview with the Iranian 
Students' News Agency, Ayatollah Taheri 

Public e01ployees stage strike in the U.K. 
Continued from front page 
the first national council workers' strikes 
since the so-called 1979 "Winter of Discon
tent." 

According to the Guardian newspaper, 
"three-quarters of the 1.3 million staff are 
women." The July 17 action was "the big
gest strike by women in British history," the 
paper said. 

The London Evening Standard reported 
that there were "strong pickets" outside 
more than half the 33 town halls in the Lon
don area, including Ealing, Hillingdon, 
Harrow, Redbridge, Richmond, Barnet, 
Tower Hamlets, and Lewisham. 

Workers at 26 district councils in North
ern Ireland also participated in the action in 
big numbers, according to the unions. 
Refuse collection, leisure services. and street 
cleaning were among the main areas af
fected, along with Derry City airport. 

Joe Donaghy of Unison said, "If the em
ployers believe as they had stated that there 
was no support for the day of action, they 
have been proved totally wrong." The BBC 
reported that picket lines were in place at 
council offices, education and library 
boards, libraries, and numerous other areas. 

Union leaders say that the July 17 action 
was "just the start" and further action will 
follow unless the demand for a 6 percent 
increase is met. Another one-day strike has 
been called for August 14. 

The unions are demanding that the 
Labour government of Anthony Blair fund 
the wage increase. Blair's government has 
maintained that the pay claim is a matter 
for local councils to sort out. Meanwhile, 
Brian Baldwin, chairman of the employers' 
negotiating team, said, "There is no good 
reason to improve this pay offer." 

One GMB official stated that the 3 per
cent offer from the employers amounted to 
an increase of less than 15p an hour (US 22 
cents) for the lowest-paid workers. 

Militant reporters joined Southwark 
council workers in south London at a rally 
of about 100, before marching from 
Peckham Library to Southwark town hall. 

Unison Branch secretary John Mulrenan 
told the marchers that the strike "is the be
ginning, not the end of our campaign. We 
are no longer prepared to tolerate poverty 
pay, or to allow the Government to use low 
pay to subsidize public services." 

Militant reporters later visited a picket 
line of around 30 people at Brixton Town 
Hall where there was a lively picket of coun
cil workers and their children, shouting and 

giving out leaflets in support of their demand 
for wage increases. 

Other workers have been following these 
developments. Geoff Ellis, an official of the 
Fire Brigades Union (FBU) told the BBC 
that the FBU would be balloting firefighters 
to take strike action over their pay claim. 

At 8:00p.m. on July 18, the Rail Mari
time and Transport Union (RMT) members 
on the London Underground or ''Tube" be
gan a 24-hour strike. The stoppage proved 
to be solid, with only a few trains running, 
most stations closed, and pickets set up at 
depots. The Tube workers were striking over 
safety and to oppose steps toward 
privatization. 

Meanwhile, TGWU members at the air
port in Manchester walked out for two hours 
on July 20 in a long-running dispute over 
jobs. More two-hour stoppages are planned 
for July 30 and August 3. 

In addition, workers have been taking 
action over pensions. On July 4 retiree or
ganizations staged a mass lobby of the par
liament buildings in London, demanding an 
immediate and substantial rise in the basic 
state pension, a restoration of the link with 
earnings, and an end to discrimination 

-LETTERS 
Liked union rats interview 

Jack Willey and Maggie Trowe deserve 
the "Militant reporters ofthe Month" award 
for their interview with New York's union 
rats in the July 8 issue. All the article in the 
Militant are important. and many are inspir
ing. But this one was inspired! 

The "Computer Age of Discovery" car
toon in the subscription ad is also clever, 
but it needs a contrast boost in the dialog 
balloons. They are too hard to read. 
Dean Denno 
hy email 

Capitalism in crisis 
I've noticed that the web site of the Fi

nancial Times now has a section called 
"Capitalism in Crisis," so that the reader can 
more easily track the various investigations 
of Enron, Arthur Andersen, WorldCom, 
Tyco, Qwest, Global Crossing, Vivendi Uni
versal, Adelphia. etc. 

What the editors of the Financial Times 
cannot do is offer a scientific basis for these 
so-called scandals. In his book, Imperialism, 
the Highest Stage of'Capitalism, Lenin does 
precisely this. "The development of capital-

against women pensioners. 
Six days later workers at the Caparo steel 

works in Tredegar, south Wales, began a 
work-to-rule action over company moves to 
end the workers' "final salary pension" 
scheme-a pension based on a worker's 
wages prior to retirement-and replace it 
with a "stakeholder" pension scheme which 
is dependent on the performance of invest
ments in the stock market. 

According to the union at the plant, the 
Iron and Steel Trades Confederation (ISTC), 
the action involves the withdrawal of the 
workers' "goodwill and cooperation," and 
follows the imposition of an overtime ban 
at the plant the previous week. 

ISTC general secretary Michael Leahy 
said that management at Tredegar, and at 
Caparo 's sister plant in Scunthorpe, had 
failed to listen to pleas not to scrap the work
ers' final salary pension scheme. A major
ity of ISTC members at both plants had 
voted for strike action if necessary in de
fense of the pension scheme. Workers at a 
plant in Wreham have also been balloted. 

"Our members at Caparo feel that they 
have no alternative but to escalate their in
dustrial action," said Leahy. 

ism," he writes, "has arrived at a stage when 
although commodity production still 'reigns' 
and continues to be regarded as the basis of 
economic life. it has in reality been under
mined and the big profits go to the 'genius' 
of financial manipulation. At the basis of 
these swindles and manipulations lies social
ized production; but the immense progress 
of humanity. which achieved this socializa
tion, entirely goes to benefit the speculators." 

Lenin also explained why no amount of 
regulation and "public accountability" 
would resolve their crisis. He wrote, "None 
of the rules of control, the publication of 
balance sheets the public auditing of ac
counts-the things about which those im
bued with the good intention of defending 
and prettifying capitalism-are of any avail. 
For private property is sacred." 
Bill Kalman 
Albany, California 

Palestinians' potential allies 
The crisis of Palestinian leadership is 

starkly illustrated by a recent bombing near 
the central bus station in Tel Aviv. The area 
is a neighborhood of non-Jewish immigrant 

said that he "would defend the revolution 
to his last breath." He encouraged people to 
participate in the July 19 demonstrations 
against Washington, saying that "a massive 
and all-inclusive participation in these dem
onstrations insures the country's future and 
prevents enemies from being tempted to 
commit aggression against our holy land." 

Working people not heeding siren call 
In rejecting the U.S. president's state

ment, the July 19 demonstrations showed 
that the working people in Iran were not 
heeding the siren call of democratic impe
rialism. Protesters converged at the Friday 
prayer meetings around the country. Speak
ers pointed to Washington's deeds in the last 
half a century in relation to Iran. Most no
tably, they referred to the U.S. government
engineered military coup in 1953 that over
threw an elected and popular government 
in Iran and imposed the 25-year despotic 
rule of the shah. The 1979 revolution over
threw the shah, one of U.S. imperialism's 
strongest allies in the Mideast. 

Hojatoleslam Hassan Rowhani, a speaker 
at the Tehran rally, said, "Bush talks of hu
man rights, but after September II they have 
declared torture to be legal, they have le
galized terrorism by the CIA in various 
countries, and have legalized military tri
bunals where the lawyer does not have the 
right to participate and the convict has no 
right to appeal." Former President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani told the rally, "We tell 
the Americans to put aside their arrogant be
havior. Then this nation could start dialogue 
with you and talk to you." 

Iran's president, Mohammad Khatami, 
who was elected on his promises to intro
duce democratic reforms, responded to 
Bush's statement July 17. "The ones who are 
threatening the world with war through their 
warmongering policies and misinterpreta
tions should abandon them and apologize to 
Iran and the Iranian government," he said. 

After the president issued his statement, 
Iran's clerical head of state, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, said that Khatami had given 
Bush a "slap in the mouth" by condemning 
his interference in Iran's internal matters. 

Wide endorsements for action 
Ayatollah Khamenei issued the call for the 

July 19 demonstrations. Within two days the 
call gained the endorsement of a large num
ber of parties and organizations, including 
those identified with the reform movement. 
which is associated with calls for more open
ings for democratic rights and individual lib
erties . Ahmad Ali Aminiha, a student in 
Tehran, told Reuters, "We don't want the 
United State's support, we want reforms." 

A day after the demonstrations, Ayatol
lah Khamenei said that the presence of mul
titudes in the streets the previous day had 
announced to the world that "this great na
tion will not turn back from the road it has 
taken." The U.S. regime is "homogeneous 
in its aggressiveness and greed," he said, 
adding that just as Washington's attempts 
to divide Iran's government "are enemy 
plots, by the same token attempts to find 
divisions among the ruling groups in Wash
ington are excuses for conciliation and com
promise with it.'' 

workers, and appears to have been chosen 
because most of the city was closed for a 
Jewish holiday. Many wounded resisted 
medical care, for fear of deportation. 

A conservative estimate of 300,000 un
documented immigrants live and work in 
Israel. Like their counterparts in London, 
Atlanta, Sydney, and Toronto, they are 
driven by the political and economic crisis 
in their homelands. Since the intifada of the 
1980s and '90s, workers from the Philip
pines, Colombia, Romania, Nigeria, and 
Thailand perform work once done by Pal
estinians. Their children attend school with 
Palestinian children. 

These are potential allies in the fight for 
a democratic, secular Palestine. 
Kathleen Dennv 
Oakland, Ca!z/ornia 

The letters column is an open forum for 
all viewpoints on subjects of interest to 
working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. Where 
necessary they will be abridged. Please 
indicate if you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full name. 
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Canadian rulers 
step up attacks on 
immigrant rights 
BY SEBASTIEN DESAUTELS 

MONTREAL-A new immigration bill 
went into effect here June 28 after being ap
proved last November by the Canadian par
liament in Ottawa. While aimed at increas
ing the influx of so-called "skilled" workers 
into the country, Bill C-11 introduces anti
democratic measures against immigrants and 
makes it harder for refugees, especially those 
without papers, to come to Canada. 

The law boosts the number of points 
awarded those immigration claimants who 
have a second diploma and a certificate of 
competence, and raises from 44 to 49 the 
upper age limit for qualifying for maximum 
points. The total points required on various 
criteria drop from 80 to 75, a figure that will 
be lowered again to 70 at the end of March 
2003. While supporting the thrust of the 
measures, Nancy Anthony, the chair of the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, described 
them as "insufficient for sectors of theCa
nadian economy to expand and follow the 
rhythm at the international level." 

Canadian trade with and investments in the 
north African country. Around 1,000 refu
gees are affected by this decision, the over
whelmingly majority of whom reside in 
Montreal. Coderre said that he is consider
ing lifting similar moratoriums onAfghani
stan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
and Rwanda. 

On June 24 several Algerian refugees par
ticipated in the celebrations of Quebec's 
national holiday in Montreal, distributing 
hundreds of flyers with information about 
their fight. They are demanding that the 
moratorium be reinstated, that the situation 
of all the refugees without status be regu
larized, and that none of them be deported. 

The Action Committee ofThose Without 
Status is planning a march on July 26 at the 
offices of the Ministry oflmmigration, I 0 I 0 
St-Antoine in downtown Montreal. The 
march will proceed to the Guy-Favreau 
Complex, the main federal government 
building in Montreal, after going to 
Concordia University to pick up another 
contingent of supporters. The committee has 
been organizing vigils every Monday at 4:00 
p.m. in front of the immigration offices. For 
more information, call ( 514) 848-7 5 85. 

Sebastien Desawels is a garment worker 
and a Teamsters union memba Michel Prai
rie contributed to this article. 

ACLU meeting in Florida discusses 
'Freedom of Speech in Time of War' 

Militant/Eric Simpson 
Over 75 people gathered July 18 at Book and Books bookstore in Coral Gables, 
Florida, for a meeting on" Freedom of Speech in Time ofWar," sponsored by the 
American Civil Liberties Union. The program focused on the six-month fight for 
workers'rights and freedom of speech by Michael Italie, the 2001 Socialist Work
ers candidate for mayor of Miami. He and his supporters initiated this fight after 
his boss, Goodwill Industries of South Florida, fired him from his job as a sewing 
machine operator for speaking against the U.S. war in Afghanistan and in sup
port of Cuba's socialist revolution. At the event Italie announced that he had just 
launched his campaign as Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in the 
17th Congressional District in Florida. He is the only candidate running against 
Democrat Kendrick Meek. In addition to Italie, other speakers included Fred 
Frost, president of the south Florida AFL-CIO. Max Castro, columnist for the 
Miami Herald, moderated the event. 

At the same time the law takes away the 
right of welfare recipients, whether immi
grants or Canadian-born citizens, to spon
sor their spouses or children, blocking the 
reunification of their families. It also intro
duces a new "Maple Leaf' permanent resi
dency card, which will allegedly be harder 
to falsify. The federal immigration minis
ter, Denis Coderre, has announced that he 
will push for the inclusion ofbiometric iden
tification devices on the card. 

The bill reduces from two to one the num
ber of commissioners who will determine 
at a hearing whether or not a refugee claim 
is "receivable," making the process more 
arbitrary. It also puts in place a new appeals 
tribunal to review the cases of refugees who 
have been turned down. This tribunal will 
not start to function until next year, how
ever, meaning that the record 44,000 new 
refugees denied legal status last year can
not appeal these decisions. Coderre justified 
this move as a way to cut down on the vol
ume of refugee claims and reduce delays in 
processing applications. 

Strikers in Australia: 'What we want is a union' 

One of the main changes that will affect 
many refugee claimants is a new ban on their 
submitting claims as they enter Canada from 
the United States, forcing them to do it at a 
Canadian consulate or embassy there. In the 
weeks leading up to implementation of the 
new law, hundreds of refugees rushed to the 
U.S. -Canadian border trying to enter Canada 
under the previous rule. 

Any refugee claimant coming into 
Canada without identification papers can be 
subject to detention. 

Moves to deport Algerian refugees 
Meanwhile, hundreds of Algerian refugees 

continue their struggle against the April 5 
federal government decision to lift the mora
torium on deportations. This moratorium, 
which had been in effect since 1997, allowed 
Algerians who were not recognized as refu
gees by the Canadian government to stay in 
the country because of the civil war raging 
in Algeria. 

Although they have identification papers 
and are not considered illegal by the gov
ernment, these individuals do not have le
gal status. Unlike officially recognized refu
gees, they have no right to a medical insur
ance card, and must pay a $150 fee for the 
yearly renewal of their work permits. They 
also have no right to study if they have a 
work permit, and have no access to grants 
or loans for studies. Their children don't 
have the right to family allocations even if 
they were born in Canada. 

The moratorium was lifted while Cana
dian prime minister Jean Chretien was on a 
business trip to Algeria, seeking to increase 
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BY BRENDAN GLEESON 
AND LINDA HARRIS 

SYDNEY, Australia-"What we lack in 
numbers we make up for in determination," 
Rudy Kresevic told Militant reporters on 
the picket line outside Dayson. Eleven 
workers at this compressor remanufacturing 
plant in the Sydney suburb of Rydalmere 
have been on strike since May 24 demand
ing a union contract. At peak the plant em
ploys 25 workers. 

Because he works for the sales division 
in the parent company Trane, rather than 
its subsidiary Dayson, Kresevic wasn't part 
of the initial strike action. "I wouldn't cross 
the picket line. That's how I got involved," 
he said. 

The fight had been brewing for two years, 
Kresevic said. Dayson had been a mainly 
nonunion site and workers are on individual 
contracts. When the company ownership 
changed, however, the workers acted to pro
tect their work and safety conditions, and 
joined the Australian Manufacturing Work
ers Union (AMWU). 

In retaliation against the workers' efforts 
to negotiate a union agreement, the com
pany sacked seven workers on May 2 I. 
Among them were two delegates. 

"The company thought they could just get 
rid of the ones they called troublemakers," 
said picket Craig Cochrane. "But there is 
always someone else prepared to step for
ward." The next day workers at Dayson held 

Workers at Videotron in Montreal 
win solidarity in fight against lockout 
BY ERICK DESMARAIS 

MONTREAL-In a powerful display of 
solidarity, more than 1,000 people rallied 
in front of the offices ofQuebecor July 8 to 
back the 2,200 workers locked out by the 
company for the past two months. The ac
tion was organized by the Union of 
Videotron Employees and Canadian Union 
of Public Employees (CUPE) Local2815. 

"This rally gives us energy to take the next 
steps," statedAntoine Comtois, 25, who has 
worked in the company's technical service 
department for two-and-a-half years. De
scribing their action as "the carnival of 
hoodlums," the protesters poked fun at the 
company's public description of the locked
out workers and its phony accusation that 
strikers have been involved in sabotage. 
Participants came with drums and trumpets, 
disguising themselves as "hoodlums." 

Videotron employees on May 7 over
whelmingly rejected the company's contract 
offer, with more than 99 percent of the work
ers voting for a strike mandate. At midnight 
on the following day, the workers walked 
out. Fifteen minutes later the bosses of 
Quebecor declared a lockout. The struggle 

is centered around a series of issues with 
important stakes for workers: contracting 
out, who belongs to the union, job security, 
wage cuts, and the prolonging of the work
day by 30 minutes without an increase in 
wages. 

Quebecor owns printing plants in many 
countries, daily papers, a television network, 
magazines, publishing houses, the second 
most important bookstore chain in Quebec, 
and video rental stores. Videotron, which 
was bought by Quebecor last year, has tele
vision cable and internet services, princi
pally in Quebec. 

Under sharp competition by expanding 
satellite dish technology, Videotron adopted 
a restructuring plan following its acquisi
tion by Quebecor that includes transferring 
a substantial number of jobs done by its 
employees to other companies. An agree
ment was signed with a subsidiary of En
tourage selling them the service and instal
lation departments, covering 650 employ
ees, shortly after the union's contract ex
pires, which prohibited such a move. Many 
of these workers may see their wages cut 

Continued on Page 8 

a meeting and voted to go on strike. "All 
the guys believe we are fighting for work
ers' rights-what we want is for the union 
to represent us," said Kresevic. 

The company has continued to put pres
sure on individual workers in an attempt to 
divide the strikers and get them to return to 
work one by one. They instituted court ac
tion against a number of pickets, including 
Serge Polyakov, the new delegate and picket 
captain. This particular action came to 
nought, however, as the charges were dis
missed at a July 16 hearing in the Industrial 
Relations Court. 

The workers are visiting different facto
ries and work sites to build solidarity, said 
Kresevic, and are meeting a good response. 
He was among a group that drove almost 
three hours to Newcastle to talk at a build
ing site where a banner advertising Trane 
could be seen attached to a crane. After they 
talked to the workers, it came down imme
diately. 

TheAMWU is organizing a "community 
picket" morning each week. Support from 
other workers on the picket line is impor
tant, said the pickets-especially from those 
with experience in recent union struggles. 
Polyakov mentioned a visit by a worker at 
Joy Mining Machinery in Moss Vale, where 
in 2000 unionists won a dispute after more 
than six months on the picket line. Cochrane 
reported that after a visit to a nearby Rheems 
factory to explain their fight, a bunch of 
Maori workers, originally from New 
Zealand, turned up on their rostered day off 
to help out on the picket line. "Six big blokes 
standing firm made a difference," said 
Cochrane. "It made the couriers think twice 
about crossing the picket line." 

Such solidarity is decisive, commented a 
number ofAMWU pickets at Dayson, point
ing out that most truck drivers have refused 
to cross the line. The strikers are confident 
they will win, noting that as the struggle 
continues Dayson is losing business to its 
competitors. 

Brendan Gleeson and Linda Harris are 
members of the Australasian Meat Industry 
Employees' Union. 
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