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Peasants in 
Venezuela 
press fight 
for land 
BY OLYMPIA NEWTON 
AND ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

SAN CARLOS, Venezuela-The fight by 
peasants in Venezuela for land and the means 
to farm it was the central discussion at a con
ference of 300 people held here July 21. 

The many peasants who participated 
alongside agricultural professionals were 
members of farming cooperatives awaiting 
title to land promised by the government. A 
number have occupied idle lands over the 
past year and turned them to productive use. 
Through the meeting proceedings, and in 
discussions with Militant reporters during 
and after the event, they spoke of their 
struggles and of the sharpening class con
frontations in the countryside. 

Held at the National Institute for Coop
erative Education, the meeting was con
vened to discuss the implementation of Law 
on Land and Agriculture Development. 
Signed by the government in November of 
last year, this is one of the most contentious 
measures taken by the regime of Hugo 
Chavez. 

Among other provisions, the new legis
lation allows the state to confiscate some idle 
private farms of more than 12,000 acres, and 
distribute the land to the peasants. It also 
lays out procedures for peasants and indig
enous peoples to place claims for stolen 
land. 

The law placed responsibility for land 
redistribution under a new department, the 
National Institute of Land (INT). 

While peasants have attempted to use the 
Continued on Page 7 

Palestinians 
respond to 
assassinations 
by Israeli 
military 
BY JACK WILLEY 

In the face of political assassinations by 
the Israeli armed forces, and a six-week 
military occupation with round-the-clock 
curfews, Palestinians continue to fight for 
their liberation. A July 22 Israeli bombing 
in Gaza City killing 15 people, including 
nine children, provoked a series of actions 
by Palestinian liberation fighters. Tens of 
thousands poured into the streets the follow
ing day in a militant funeral procession 
through Gaza. 

On July 31, a bomb planted at Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem killed seven stu
dents and wounded 60. That evening sev
eral thousand Palestinians marched through 
the streets of Gaza to celebrate the bomb
ing, and to oppose the spreading occupa
tion of the West Bank. 

Five separate attacks against the Israeli 
occupiers were reported August 4. A sui
cide bomber targeted a bus used by Israeli 
troops, killing I 0 and injuring an additional 
40 people, half of them soldiers. 

In the West Bank town ofNablus, where 
the Israeli government has launched a large 
military incursion, three Israeli soldiers were 
injured when a booby trap exploded nearby. 

Three Israeli settlers were wounded when 
Continued on Page 2 

Socialists campaign against 
parties of war, depression 
Candidates advance program to defend working people 

From New York to California and from 
Florida to Washington State, the Socialist 
Workers election campaigns are presenting 
a fighting, independent working-class alter
native to the twin parties of big business: the 
Democrats and Republicans. Through them, 
workers, young people, and working farm
ers across the United States are speaking out 
against the social consequences of the im
perialist war drive, slumping economy, and 
assaults by the bosses. 

EDITORIAL 
Young socialists who support the cam

paigns are getting out on the streets, on col
lege campuses, and elsewhere to meet other 
young people who are looking for a revolu
tionary alternative to the bipartisan offensive 
at home and abroad: youth who seek to build 
solidarity and common ties of struggle with 
anyone, anywhere, who is standing up and 
fighting in the interests of working people 
against exploitation and oppression. 

Socialist campaigners are meeting work
ing people who are involved in the extend
ing and deepening lines of proletarian resis
tance against the U.S. rulers' assault-an 
offensive that's accelerating as workers and 
farmers are forced to bear the brunt of the 

Continued on Page 12 

Militant/Above: Sarah Katz; Left: Bill Estrada 
~From New York to California and from Washing

ton State to Florida, Socialist Workers candidates 
• are presenting a working-class alternative to the 

Democrats and Republicans, the twin parties of big 
business. Above: Martin Koppel, candidate for gov
ernor of New York, in Brooklyn, soapboxing to win 
support. Left: Romina Green, leader of young so
cialists who are campaigning for Koppel andArrin 
Hawkins, the candidate for Lt. Governor. See ar
ticles on page 5 for more information. 

Bosses and government knew about 
safety problems at flooded Quecreek mine 
BY TONY LANE 

SOMERSET, Pennsylvania~After nine 
coal miners were rescued July 28 from the 
flooded Quecreek mine by a round-the-clock 
operation by fellow workers, information has 
begun to come to light about the extent of 
what government and company officials 
knew before the accident. 

The crew had become trapped 78 hours 
earlier when some 50 million to 60 million 
gallons of water rushed into the mine. The 

flood occurred as the crew was cutting coal 
with a continuous mining machine and wa
ter poured in from the adjacent abandoned 
Saxman mine. Newspaper accounts of their 
ordeal report that their effort to flee the wall 
of water was blocked by the water level 
reaching the roof of the mine in advance of 
their escape. A second nine-man crew was 
warned with enough time to make their way 
out of the mine through the floodwaters. 
All of the underground portions of the mine 

Bush threatens dockworkers over strike 

Hundreds of dockworkers rallied for a contract in San July 
Bush administration is threatening to invoke the antiunion Taft-Hartley law to 
prevent workers from shutting down West Coast ports. See articles pages 12, 15. 

were flooded out into the pit where the mine 
entrances are located. One area of the pit 
was flooded 18 feet high. 

The lack of oxygen in the air threatened 
the lives of the miners before rescuers were 
able to drill a hole down to where they were 
trapped and start pumping in fresh air. The 
rising water continued to endanger the min
ers even in the high area they retreated to. 

The Pittsburgh Tribune Revie·w reported 
that miners at Saxman and other area mines 
were advised to never"mine up"~excavat
ing coal by following a seam up in eleva
tion~because of the danger of piercing an 
old mine holding back water that would 
drown workers. The Quecreek mine was I 00 
feet below the flooded Saxman mine and 

Continued on Page 4 
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Palestinians respond 
to assassinations 
Continued from front page 
the bus in which they were traveling was 
fired upon on the outskirts of the Jewish 
settlement of Avnei Khefets, near the West 
Bank city ofTulkarm. 

Armed Palestinians detonated a bomb 
alongside a road north of Ramallah as two 
cars passed, then opened fire on the vehicles, 
wounding three Israelis. In another incident, 
a security guard for an Israeli telephone 
company was killed by the Damascus Gate 
entrance to Jerusalem's Old City. 

The recent wave of actions comes as Tel 
Aviv expands its war against the Palestin
ian people, with the backing of Washing
ton. Following the Hebrew University 
bombing, President George Bush reiterated 
his support for Israeli military action, say
ing, "I'm just as angry as Israel right now." 

Hundreds of Israeli troops backed by as 
many as 150 armored vehicles storn1ed into 
N ablus August 2, tightening the noose 
around a city already under occupation and 
curfew. At least three Palestinians were 
killed and five were injured when tanks, ar
mored personnel carriers, and bulldozers 
punched into the city in the dead of night. 
The incursion was the largest military op
eration mounted by Israeli forces since 
launching a campaign to reoccupy the West 
Bank 44 days earlier. 

For four days leading up to the assault 
thousands of residents defied the occupiers' 
curfew, attempting to resume their normal 
lives after weeks of confinement to their 
homes. New York Times reporter Joel 
Greenberg commented that this was "noth
ing less than the defiant reclaiming of the 
streets." 

"This is a challenge to the occupation 
forces," said Zafer Badran, 23, a merchant 
who opened his stall in spite of the Israeli 
military presence. "We're not afraid of them. 
We want to eat." 

On August 5, Tel Aviv announced a travel 
ban through the northern West Bank. "No
body enters, and nobody leaves," Defense 
Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer exclaimed. 
In response, U.S. state department spokes
man Philip Reeker issued the mildest of rep
rimands, saying that Israel "has to consider 
the consequences of any action it takes." 

"We've always said that Israel has a right 

to defend itself," Reeker added. 
Israeli forces have imposed curfews in 

seven of the eight major cities in the West 
Bank, combined with an expanding web of 
roadblocks and checkpoints, bringing trade 
to a halt, and choking off food supplies and 
access to medical care to Palestinians in the 
cities and in the hundreds of villages that 
have been cut off from the outside world. 

Soaring malnutrition among Palestinian 
children under age five has reached emer
gency levels and ranks among the highest 
in the world, according to the U.S. Agency 
for International Development. Some 22.5 
percent of Palestinian children suffer from 
acute or chronic malnutrition. More than 
half of all Palestinians living in the occu
pied territories have been forced to decrease 
food intake in recent weeks. 

A policy of assassinations 
The security cabinet for Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon moved July 31 to deport to the 
Gaza Strip family members of anyone the 
Israeli regime labels "terrorist." The cabi
net also formalized a policy of destroying 
the homes of alleged suicide bombers and 
others the authorities claim have attacked 
Israel. 

Since then, armed forces have blown up 
or bulldozed 11 homes, in some cases tear
ing down or damaging surrounding dwell
ings. OnAugust 6 the Israeli Supreme Court 
threw out a petition by 43 families who had 
asked that they be given notice before their 
houses were destroyed so that they could 
appeal the decision. The Supreme Court 
president, Aharon Barak, ruled that Israel is 
at war and destroying homes is "part of the 
overall war activity." 

Tel Aviv continues its policy of political 
assassination of Palestinian leaders. The July 
22 attack in Gaza targeted Hamas leader 
Salah Shehada. The 2,000-pound "smart 
bomb" killed Shehada and 14 others in a 
crowded house, including nine children. 

Helicopter gunships and soldiers killed 
two Palestinians in Jenin August 6. Israeli 
officials accused one of involvement in sui
cide bombings. 

On the same night in Jaba'a, a village near 
Jenin, troops in helicopters and jeeps 
launched a volley of machine gun fire against 
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Delta Dental strikers rally in San Francisco 
1 De 4£1 

vlilitantBernie Senter 
Two hundred workers on strike at Delta Dental rallied in front of the company's 
offices August 5. Some 1,100 members ofTeamsters Local 856 have been on strike 
against the insurance company since mid-July over company demands that work
ers pay more for their own dental and medical insurance. One striker, May Woo, 
told the Militant, "If we let them do it this time we will get nothing in the future." 
Tania Chelson pointed out that Delta Dental wants new workers to accept reduced 
pay and benefits. "We're not fighting just for us, but for them too," she said. 

AliAjouri, 23, a local leader ofAI Aqsa Mar
tyrs Brigade in the Askar refugee camp near 
Nablus. After a three-hour gunfight, the Is
raeli forces shot him dead, leaving his corpse 
so mangled it was barely recognizable, ac
cording to witnesses who found his and other 
Palestinian's dead bodies. 

Ajouri 's sister has been detained-an ac
tion requiring no formal charges-and has 

been ordered exiled to the Gaza Strip. "Her 
only crime is that she has a brother," said 
Hava Keller of the Women's Organization 
for Female Political Prisoners. "They jailed 
her without charging her with anything." 

Tel Aviv's incursions and killings take 
place in the context of preparations by Wash
ington. its major backer, for a massive 
ground and air assault on Iraq. 

Wife of Cuban held in U.S. 
prison denied visit, deported 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

MIAMI-Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service and FBI agents detained 
Adriana Perez upon her entry to the United 
States at the Houston international airport 
July 25. 

Perez had arrived from Cuba that day with 
a visa granted by the U.S. Interests Section 
in Havana to visit her husband, Gerardo 
Hernandez, who is imprisoned at the fed
eral penitentiary in Lompoc, California. 

After holding Perez for I I hours and in
terrogating her, the INS revoked her visa and 
forced her to return to Cuba. In the process, 
federal agents separated Nrez from the Cu
ban consular official who accompanied her, 
holding her incommunicado. Despite having 
all travel documents in order, the young Cu
ban woman, who has not seen her husband 
in four years, was summarily deported. 

Gerardo Hernandez is serving a double 
life sentence after being convicted by a fed
eral court in Miami in June 2001 on frame
up conspiracy charges concocted by the FBI. 
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The revolutionary inmate is one of five Cu
ban patriots serving long sentences on simi
lar charges. These included conspiracy to 
act as an unregistered agent of a foreign 
pmver and to commit espionage for the gov
ernment of Cuba. 

Cuban TV held a July 29 roundtable to 
inform the Cuban people of the events in 
Houston and to denounce the deportation 
of Perez. Panelists pointed out the cruelty 
ofWashington's action. U.S. authorities had 
granted Perez the visa in April and had un
til .I uly 24 to revoke it, they reported, which 
they did not do. Instead they turned her back 
after she landed in Houston. 

Earlier this year, U.S. authorities also re
voked a visa they had issued for Olga 
Salanueva, the wife of Rene Gonzalez. an
other of the five Cuban revolutionaries. This 
action stopped Salanueva and her daughter 
from visiting her husband, who is impris
oned in Bradford. Pennsylvania. Washing
ton had deported Salanueva to Cuba during 
the 200 I trial of her husband. 
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Monopolies profit off crash in coffee price 
BY MAURICE WILLLIAMS 

Corporate monopolies in the coffee in
dustry are racking up record profits by driv
ing down prices paid to growers in Latin 
America and elsewhere. The price for cof
fee beans on the world capitalist market 
stands at its lowest level in a century. 

The steep plunge in coffee prices has led 
to the layoffs of some 600,000 farm work
ers in Central America and Mexico over the 
past two years. Tenant farmers and peasants 
in the region, already devastated by drought 
and famine, are waging a fierce struggle to 
stay on the land. 

News reports estimate that some 125 mil
lion people in the world's coffee growing 
regions, from Central America to Africa, 
have been directly affected by this aspect 
of the world capitalist economic crisis. In 
Burundi and Uganda, which derive 70 per
cent of their export earnings from sales of 
coffee beans, the severe price drop has dev
astated the countryside. 

The crisis has a differential effect. 
"Wealthy hacienda owners face selling their 
private helicopters," reported London's Fi
nancial Times, while tenant farmers, "many 
of them indigenous Indians. survive poor 
harvests by hiring themselves out to pick 
coffee between November and March." 

Some workers have struck deals with 
growers to be paid for two weeks for every 
three they work. in the hope that the boss 
will make up the difference later. The big 
business daily reported that despite the deci
mation of many farms, ''big coffee growers 
could still be the winners as former farms 
have become expensive real estate for hous
ing the region's population." 

In taking advantage of their monopoly 
position to drive down the price of coffee 
beans, the big corporations are wiping out 
entire villages in Central America. A mas
sive migration of workers and peasants from 
the region is bringing with it a tragic toll. 
For example, 14 jobless coffee pickers from 
Veracruz, Mexico, died in Arizona's Sonora 
desert last year while crossing into the 
United States. 

The collapse in employment on coffee 
plantations comes on top of famine condi
tions in some parts ofCcntral America. the 
result of on ongoing drought. Relief agen
cies estimate that more than 1.5 million 
peasants in the region lack food. Hundreds 
of children in Honduras have become so 
malnourished that they have to be hospital
ized and can no longer attend school. 

Those workers in Central America who 
still have jobs eam less than S2 a day. "We've 
had no work since February and are here 
begging for our lives." said Antonio Luna, 
a worker in La Dalia, Nicaragua. He is 
among 3,000 unemployed coffee pickers 
whose families are huddled under plastic 
tarpaulins pitched along the roadside. 

A boon for imperialist investors 
Coffee was brought to Central America 

in the latter half of the 18th century. and 
German merchants began exporting the crop 
in the 1830s. By 1890 it had become the 
chief source of foreign exchange earnings 
of countries in the region. The economies 
of Guatemala, El Salvador. Nicaragua, and 
Costa Rica were built around this one crop. 
The coffee growers expanded into banking 
and manufacturing and built roads and ports 
to facilitate exports. First British, then Ger
man, and finally U.S. imperialist investors 
fostered a native coffee bourgeoisie. 

Landless indigenous Indians and mixed
race laborers provided a source of cheap 
labor for the coffee bosses, housed in squalid 
camps in which the wealthy farm owners 
exercised the power oflife and death, while 
a handful of oligarchial families wielded 
political and economic dominion over mil
lions of toilers. 

As Washington began its rise as an impe
rialist power at the turn of the century it 
began to dominate the region. Leading up 
to World War I the United States accounted 
for 55 percent of all imports into Central 
America and was the destination for nearly 
40 percent of all the region's exports. By 
1920 the U.S. empire accounted for 70 per
cent of imports into Central America and 
80 percent of all exports tl·om the area. push
ing its imperial rivals in Germany and Brit
ain further out of the region. 

Large, mostly U.S.-based corporations 
control the processing and the distribution 
of com~e. keeping semicolonial countries 
confined to their role as dependent provid
ers of coffee beans. They encouraged a cof-

fee-production boom over the past decade. 
New plantations coming on line, including 
in Vietnam, which in the last five years has 
emerged as a major producer and rival to 
Brazil, have flooded the market with coffee 
beans. 

Four companies-U .S.-based Proctor & 
Gamble. Kraft Foods, and Sara Lee, and 
Swiss-based Nestle-control40 percent of 
the world's coffee market. Their dominance 
has enabled them to increase the squeeze 
on coffee growers. The rise in production 
has resulted in a coffee glut of close to 2 
billion pounds-a surplus that cannot be 
sold a profit in the monopoly-controlled 
market. 

At the end of the 1980s, semicolonial 
countries exporting coffee received $10 bil
l ion of the $30 billion worth of retail sales 
worldwide. Annual sales have nearly 
doubled since then, but those countries' take 
has dropped to less than $6 billion as the 
large corporations depress prices by pitting 
them against each other. 

"The collapse of coffee prices has been a 
boon for the big companies that process the 
beans and sell the final product," the Wall 
Street Journal noted. While prices paid to 
coffee farmers have tumbled more than 80 
percent, average retail prices for ground 
roast coffee in U.S. cities have dropped only 
27 percent, according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. The profits of the coffee 
barons have soared as the gap between 
prices received for processed coffee on the 
one hand, and raw coffee beans on the in
ternational wholesale market on the other, 

In response to drought and famine, jobless coffee pickers and peasant families have 
organized protests demanding government aid. Above, coffee workers block road in Dalia, 
Nicaragua. The banner reads: "Government: We demand protection against hunger." 

widened to $2.54 in May. Five years ago 
the difference was $1.50. 

A record year in coffee profits 
According to the Wall Street Journal, 

Proctor & Gamble's coffee business, with 
$1 billion in annual sales, had a "record year 
in 200 1." Nestle also reported record sales 
figures. 

A spokesman for Sara Lee said that in 
the same year the company had its best fi
nancial results in five years, with its coffee 

and tea division posting sales of S2.9 bil
lion and income of S495 million. 

Meanwhile, as corporate profits rise, cof
fee growers in Latin America are rapidly 
sinking. Production costs of 80 cents a 
pound far exceed the 55 cents a pound re
ceived in sales--an 80 percent drop from 
the brief peak of $3.15 received by growers 
in May 1997. Thousands of farmers have 
gone bankrupt as a result. "Many growers 
have left the beans to rot." reported Andrew 

Continued on page 12 

Meatpacking bosses disregard public health 
BY DOl\ REED 

OMAHA, Nebraska-Four weeks after 
the federal government first learned that 
contaminated meat was being produced at 
ConAgra Beef's Greeley, Colorado, slaugh
terhouse, 19 million pounds ofbeefwas re
called. Prior to this move, at least 19 people 
in six states became ill from the bad meat. 

The recall, the second largest in U.S. his
tory, highlights the callous disregard for 
public health and safety by both the gov
ernment and meatpacking bosses. The meat 
was contaminated with E. coli, a pathogen 
that can cause nausea. severe bloody diar
rhea, and sometimes death, especially in 
children. the elderly, and those with com
promised immune systems. 

The massive recall covered meat produced 
from April 12 to July II at the ConAgra plant. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in
spectors found E. coli contamination at a 
hamburger plant supplied by ConAgra June 
19. They sat on this infonnation for I 0 days 
while ConAgra continued to churn out the 
potentially deadly meat. Some 354,000 
pounds of meat were recalled June 30. On 
July 19 the recall was expanded to cover 
nearly 19 million pounds of beef By that 
time, most of the recalled meat had already 
been eaten. The contaminated meat is dan
gerous if not fully cooked to 160 degrees. 

Five months before the recall, the owner 
of a Montana meatpacking plant alerted the 
USDA that he had received contaminated 
meat from the ConAgra plant in Greeley. The 
reaction from the government agency was 
silence, according to John Munsell, owner 
of Montana Quality Foods & Processing Co. 

''They will do everything they can to pre
vent a confrontation with a big packer," 
Munsell told the Lincoln, Nebraska, Jour
net! Star. "There is no one in USDA. with 
the exception of the field personnel, no one 
in the bureaucracy that has the intestinal 
fortitude to confront the big packers." 

After a recall of25 million pounds of beef 
in 1997. the nation's largest at the time, meat 
industry owners vigorously opposed legis
lation to increase the number of inspectors 
and tighten safety standards in meatpacking 
plants. The proposed legislation went down 
to defeat. 

Six years ago, the federal government in
troduced a new regulatory system for meat 
inspection and safety. The new system. called 
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points, sup
posedly introduced a scientific approach in 
place of what was derisively called the "old 
sniff and poke" method of inspection. The 
true impact of the new system was to place 
the hands-on inspection in the direct control 
of the meat companies and to remove most 
government inspectors from the production 
floor. Contamination rates tor salmonella and 

E. coli both increased from 2000 to 200 I. 
A draft report by the General Account

ing Office, the investigative arm of the U.S. 
Congress, said that months often pass be
tween when a plant fails contamination tests 
and when the USDA steps in to investigate 
the problem. It also said that penalties are 
often too light to force compliance. For ex-

ample. when Sara Lee pleaded guilty to sell
ing tainted meat that appears to have caused 
the deaths of 15 people in 1998, it received 
a slap on the wrist. The giant food company 
reached a settlement with federal prosecu
tors to pay only $4.4 million in penalties. 
Sales revenue for the company totaled S 17.7 
billion. 

Who are the Cuban revolutionaries 
framed and jailed by Washington? 

Five Cuban revolutionaries are currently 
serving prison terms of between 15 years 
and a double lite sentence after being framed 
up and convicted in June 200 I in aU .S. fed
eral court. 

The five revolutionaries were in the 
United States on an internationalist mission 
to defend the sovereignty of their country 
and the Cuban Revolution. They were gath
ering inforn1ation on the activities of coun
terrevolutionary groups in Florida that have 
a history of launching violent attacks on 
Cuba from U.S. soil. The groups have been 
able to operate with impunity from Florida. 
often with the assistance of, training by, and 
funding from the U.S. government. 

Unable to prove any illegal acts by the 
five, the federal govemment pushed through 
convictions on a series of conspiracy 
charges, including conspiracy to act as an 
unregistered agent of a foreign power, to 
commit espionage, and to commit murder. 
The five are Rene Gonzalez. Gerardo 
Hernandez. Ramon Labaii.ino. Antonio 
Guerrero, and Fernando Gonzalez. 

An international campaign is being 
waged by various organizations to explain 
the truth about the cases of the five and to 
demand they be released from prison. Ex
tensive information on this fight can be 
found at thcmilitant.com. 

For the next four weeks the Militant will 
run short biographical material on each of 
the five. We arc starting with Gerardo 
Hernandez who is serving two consecutive 
lite terms plus 80 months in jail on the 
trumped-up conspiracy charges. including 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

Gerardo Hernandez was born into a 
working-class family, in the city of Havana 
on June 4, 1965. In high school he became 
a leader of the high school students asso
ciation, and in the II th grade he joined 
the Union ofYoung Communists. In 1989 
he graduated with a degree in International 
Political Relations from the Superior In
stitute of International Relations ''Raul 

Roa Garcia'' of the Ministry of the Exte
nor. 

Soon after his graduation, together with 
thousands of Cuban volunteers. Hernandez 
joined the intcmationalist mission to Angola 
in which Cuban military forces played a de
cisive role in defeating an invasion of newly 
independent Angola by the South African 
anny of the apartheid regime. He was sta
tioned in Cabinda, an area of strategic im
pO!iancc because of oil wells located there. 
and headed a scouting platoon in a tank bri
gade. 

In Angola, Hernandez distinguished him
self in 54 combat missions. After completing 
his tour in 1990 he was awarded medals of 
honor tor his courageous role in combat. Three 
years later he was admitted into the ranks of 
the Cuban Communist Pmiy after being nomi
nated by his co-workers. 

In the mid-1990s Hernandez and the other 
four Cuban revolutionaries undertook an 
internationalist mission in the United States. 
In 1997, in his absence, he was elected as 
an honorary delegate to the 14th World Fes
tival of Youth and Students, organized by 
the World Federation of Democratic Youth 
and celebrated in Havana that year. 

Urbano Bouza. a Cuban combatant who 
fought under Hernandez's command in 
Angola. said Hemandez was politically, hu
manely. and psychologically prepared for the 
dangerous mission in the United States. "A 
scout must be observant, show level
headedness in the face of danger. and be dis
creet and courageous. I can appreciate all 
these qualities in Hernandez." said Bouza. 

Bouza described how he was initially sur
prised when the news about the frame-up 
trial tlrst appeared in the press. But once he 
realized that "it was the same Hernandez. 
just a little more bold. I felt so proud, and I 
began to excitedly tell people: that was my 
chief in Cabinda 1" 

Hernandez is a cartoonist who has been 
published in the national press and presented 
in diverse galleries. An edited book of his· 
work is being prepared. 
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Company., gov"t were 
warned about mine 
Continued from front page 
the escape routes for the trapped miners 
were even lower. 

The Quecreek mine was operated by 
Black Wolf Coal for PBS Coals, which is 
the state's largest strip mine operator. The 
Quecreek mine is nonunion as arc all un
derground mines in Somerset and neighbor
ing Cambria County. 

State, federal investigations launched 
Both state and federal safety agencies are 

now mounting investigations into the flood
ing. The state government is also appoint
ing a separate commission to investigate the 
disaster. 

A document from the Pennsylvania De
partment of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) shows that both state safety and com
pany officials knew in 1999 that "unmapped 
mine voids were encountered ncar the south
ern permit boundary." The issue arose at a 
permit hearing where the company was 
granted permission to expand its mining 
operation from an area of272 acres to 3,666 
acres. 

This information contradicts claims by 
company spokespeople, state officials, and 
the news media, all of whom blame bad 
mme maps. 

John Weir, a spokesman for PBS Coals, 
said that years ago the mine was not prop
erly mapped. "Back then they didn't keep 
computerized maps and surveys that are 
done today,'' he said. "A lot of it was just 
penciled on the back of a lunch bag." DEP 
secretary David Hess said that the mine 
maps "apparently were wrong." President 
of the Pennsylvania Coal Association 
George Ellis concurred. saying, "Obviously 
the maps were wrong." 

Problems with water in the abandoned 
Saxman mine were well known. Retired 
miner Mike Zanoni explained that this was 
one of the reasons why the mine had stopped 

operating. Another retired Saxman miner, 
Joe Jasienski, said, "Everyone knew that 
mine was flooded. Heck, we used it as our 
drinking water. And it was higher up than 
where the nine miners were. A lot higher." 

Jeffrey Bender, a local resident, said, 
"What's frustrating for us is that we warned 
DEP and they seemed to be on the side of 
the mine, not us. But we knew, we knew." 
Bender filed one of 41 complaints against 
the proposed mine in 1999. In a letter sent 
to the DEP at the time, he said, "Obviously 
the firm preparing to mine hasn't researched 
the area very well at all." 

Hydrology reports in the 1999 state per
mit showed wells sunk near the proposed 
mine were flooded with water 50 to 95 feet 
above the Quecreek mine. Eleven test holes 
were drilled before mining but none closer 
than 800 feet from the old Saxman works. 
The section of Quecreek that flooded was 
closest to and heading directly toward the 
old Saxman mine. The company claims 
there was a 300 foot pillar of coal separat
ing the new mine from the old workings. 

A former DEP attorney, Robert Ging, 
stated, "A little bit of prudence could have 
avoided this incident. It's just unbelievable. 
If you want to protect the mine workers, you 
verify where the coal pillar is." 

Considering the unreliability of the old 
maps, Ging blames the DEP for issuing the 
permit without ordering more tests ncar the 
Saxman mine. "It's sloppy work by the DEP 
and it's sloppy work by the engineers," he 
said. 

Joe Main, health and safety administra
tor for the UMWA, pointed out. "Sometimes 
following the law isn't good enough. We're 
calling on all deep mine operators out there 
to heed this advice. Any prudent operator 
should be backing up their boundaries and 
testing for water in abandoned mines." 

There have been four other flooding in
cidents since June 1999 in southwestern 

One of the nine coal miners rescued by other working people after being trapped for 
78 hours in the flooded Quecreek mine near Somerset, Pennsylvania. Rescuers worked 
around the clock drilling air and rescue shafts, and pumping out water from the mine 
to save the lives of everyone underground. 

Pennsylvania. although none on the scale 
of Quecreek. They occurred at RoxCoal 's 
Longview mine, RAG's Cumberland mine 
in Greene County. Consol Energy's Mine 
No. 84 in Washington County, and Dunmire 
Resources' Barbara mine in Somerset 
County. 

Two state lawmakers have called for a 
grand jury investigation into the actions of 
the DEP and the coal operator. making the 
request of state attomey general and Repub
lican gubernatorial candidate Michael Fisher. 
The call pointed to the compliance record of 
PBS Coals, which has been cited for at least 
90 federal mine safety violations in the last 
two years. a third of which were classitlcd as 

"serious and substantial." Their letter also 
noted that PBS or its subsidiaries have been 
involved with two other mines-Diamond T 
mine and RoxCoal's Longview mine-that 
flooded within the last tlve years. They said 
that the department "should have been more 
diligent" and "given the record of the min
ing company and its parent," it should have 
"exercised more caution in allowing these 
mining activities to proceed." 

Triple the accident rate 

Socialist blasts 'deadly drive for profits' by mine bosses 

PBS Coals has disputed reports on its 
safety violations. Safety officer John Matsko 
said his company has "a superb safety 
record .... Our violation rate is one of the 
lowest in the nation." In addition to the vio
lations. MSHA records show that the acci
dent rate at PBS Coals Mine No. I for the 
first three months of this year was almost 
triple the rate for similar mines across the 
country. The company's Shade Creek pro
cessing plant accounted for a third of the 
violations. In December 2000, coal truck 
driver Gary Kerley was crushed and killed 
at the plant. MSHA blamed the accident in 
pmi on PBS's failure to properly train Kerley 
and another truck driver. 

Tony Lane, Socialist Workers candi
date for governor of Pennsylvania, re
leased the following statement July 28, 
2002. Lane is an underground coal miner 
and a member of United Mine Workers 
of America Local 1248 in southwestern 
Pennsylvania. He visited the town of 
Quecreek, Pennsylvania, while nine coal 
miners were trapped for three days in a 
flooded underground shaft, and spoke 
with working people in the area. 

Nine coal miners were found alive today 
in Quecreek, Pennsylvania, after a round
the-clock rescue operation by fellow work
ers. Working people in the area and across 
the country met their survival with a wave 
of relief and celebration. Millions of work
ing people saw ourselves bound up in the 
fate of these miners. We know firsthand the 
conditions the bosses have imposed in fac
tories, mines, and mills across the country 
and that we could be next. According to 
government statistics, some 6,000 workers 
are killed and 2.5 million are injured on the 
job year after year in the United States. 

Company and government officials all 
treat the Quecreek mining disaster as if 
today's coal bosses are not responsible for 
what happened. One local paper wrote the 
"disaster that trapped nine miners had a 
simple cause: bad maps.·· A representative 
for PBS Coals, the owner of the Quecreek 
mine, put the blame onto past mine opera
tors by claiming they didn't keep the kind 
of computerized maps and surveys that are 
the nonn today. "A lot of it was just pen
ciled on the back of a lunch bag," he said. 
Nonunion PBS Coals is the largest strip 
mine operator in the state, producing 2.5 
million tons a year. 

The disaster is part of the antiunion drive 
by the coal bosses that myself and thousands 
of coal miners know well. It includes the 
erosion of safety, speedup, and lengthening 
of the workday and workweek. A retired 
union miner told me that the bosses at the 
Quecreek mine were not ignorant of the 
dangers. Another miner said mine accidents 
"don't just happen. Someone had to have 
seen something.'' During my visit I learned 
that in the days leading up to the flooding, 
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water had been leaking into the Quecreek 
mine from the roof, walls, and floor. 

The accident was a direct result of 
capitalism's unrelenting and deadly drive for 
profits. It is part and parcel of the ruling
class assault on wages, pensions, health care, 
and safety. More incidents like Quecreek 
and the explosion at the Jim Walters Num
ber Five mine in Brookwood, Alabama. last 
September that killed 13 miners, are what 
the bosses have in store for working people 
as they try to shift the burden of the capital
ist economic crisis onto our backs. 

Coal miners, like my co-workers at the 
Maple Creek mine, are part of the resistance 
of working people. Struggles by miners. 
both union and nonunion, for better safety 
conditions, to demand black lung benefits, 
and to retain some measure of control over 
working conditions have taken place across 
the country. It is only through decades of 
often bloody battles that coal miners have 
forced the bosses and the govemment to take 
steps to improve conditions in the nation's 
coal mines. Working people in the Somerset 
area have a long history of union strnggle, 
including fights in the late 1970s to orga
nize the mines. 

In its statements and actions since July 
24. PBS Coals has hidden behind the state 
govemment as it tries to cover up its respon
sibility. Gov. Mark Schweiker and the head 
of the state Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) did not descend on 
Somerset to defend the interests of working 
people. They represent the interests of big 
business. It is state officials who are respon
sible for mine safety inspections that have 
given the industry bosses a clean bill of 
health. A DEP spokesperson said that the 
coal bosses "have done a good job comply
ing with these [safety] regulations." Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Administration head 
David Lauriski reinforced that mistaken 
notion by saying that the industry has greatly 
improved its safety record. 

State officials and politicians have flip
pantly said that "coal miners are a special 
breed," and Governor Schweiker talks about 
how miners' families "know there are some 
unsafe dimensions to the world of min
ing"-as if we should accept these dangers 

as a "non11al" part of life in coal mining re
gions. But miners want and deserve to work 
in the safest working conditions possible. 

What is the real safety record of the coal 
bosses? In the year since they opened the 
Quecreek mine there has been a bad roof 
fall that buried a roof-bolting machine. Two 
miners have died in fatal accidents in the 
Somerset area over the past three years. in
cluding a miner from Quecreek village who 
died in a roof fall at a nearby mine. The 
bosses say they are mining more coal today 
with fewer injuries. But this covers up the 
fact that the percentage of miners who are 
likely to be injured or killed on the job has 
not decreased in the last 20 years. And the 
number of miners killed on the job has been 
on the rise for the last four years. 

The long-term capitalist economic de
cline and growing signs of a coming depres
sion mean more such disasters and attacks 
will be inflicted on working people. The 
only response the superwealthy rulers have 
to the crisis of their system is more attacks 
on workers and farmers at home and wars 
abroad, such as that now being prepared 
against the people of Iraq. As Washington 
presses towards a massive military invasion, 
it will simultaneously seek to clamp down 
on the space working people have to fight 
back against the conditions we face here. 
The bosses and their govemment will ask 
"all Americans" to "unite" and accept re
strictions on workers' rights. concessions on 
the job, and austerity measures in order to 
prosecute a war against the "axis of evil" 
countries. But working people have noth
ing in common with the boss class, whose 
system of exploitation produces new 
Quecreeks and Brookwood disasters. 

The Socialist Workers campaign in Penn
sylvania and other states across the country 
will work with other union fighters to edu
cate and get out the truth about the Quecreek 
events and the strnggles of coal miners and 
other working people, both at home and 
abroad, against the assaults by the bosses 
and their government. We will continue to 
point to the necessity and possibility of 
workers and farmers to fight to replace the 
govemment of the ruling rich with one of 
our own. 

The Quecreek mine had 26 violations 
since March 200 I, nine of which were listed 
as "serious and substantial." In October 200 I 
a 40-foot by 30-foot section of the roof fell. 
burying a roof bolting machine. 

While many big-business commentators 
talked about this incident in the context of 
small mines and companies with limited 
resources, the facts tell a different story of a 
substantial mining operation and a complex 
corporate structure. The owner of Quecreek. 
PBS Coals. cuts 2.5 million tons of coal a 
year. PBS Coals is a division of Mincorp 
Inc., which also operates Quecreek Mining 
and an underground mine division, 
RoxCoal. 

Interlocking companies 
Mincorp director Tim Phillips said they 

have no connection with the operator of the 
mine, Black Wolf Coal. PBS officials de
scribe Black Wolf as a contract miner, but 
the firm lists some of the same officers as 
Quecreek. 

Ed Yankovich, president ofUMWA Dis
trict 2, said fom1ing interlocking companies 
in the mining industry is not unusual. He 
said that companies arc structured that way 
to prevent smaller mines from unionizing 
and to keep subsidiaries at an arm's length 
from the parent company to avoid pension 
and environmental liabilities. "That's com
mon even in union mines," Yankovich said. 
The use of contractors and contract labor 
has expanded in the past decade and the 
safety record of contractors has been worse 
than the industry as a whole. 

Government cuts mine safety budget 
The disaster occurs in the context of gov

ernment budget cuts to mine safety. a rise 
in the number of fatal accidents, and ques
tions about the functioning ofMSHA in the 
wake of the mine explosion in Brookwood, 
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Workers back socialist ballot drive in D.C. 
BY JANICE LYNN 

WASHINGTON-The SocialistWorkers 
campaign of Sam Manuel for mayor of this 
city has been winning support from work
ing people throughout the area. Campaign 
supporters have signed up 1,680 people to 
help place the socialist candidate on the 
ballot, and they plan to go well over the 
3,000 signatures required to secure a place 
on the November ballot. 

The Socialist Workers petitioning cam
paign takes place in the midst of a citywide 
scandal. The Board of Elections unani
mously voted July 26 to deny the incum
bent, Mayor Anthony Williams, a spot on 
the September 10 Democratic primary bal
lot due to irregularities with the 10,102 sig
natures submitted by his campaign work
ers, who were paid $1 a name. 

British prime minister Anthony Blair, 
United Nations secretary-general Kofi 
Annan, Martha Stewart, Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, and television star Kelsy 
Grammar were among the names found on 
petitions, as well as page after page filled 
out in the same handwriting. In addition, 
pages of signatures were discounted on the 
basis that a number of those circulating pe
titions were not registered to vote. This is 
despite a Supreme Court ruling that has 
struck down laws requiring petition circu
lators to be registered voters. 

Several ofWilliams's campaign workers 
related the difficulties they found in getting 
signatures on petitions for Williams in work
ing-class areas. "People would say, 'Mayor 
Williams, I don't want him in there another 
four years,"' recalled one of his campaign 
workers. 

Williams plans to run a write-in campaign 
for the primary and has filed an appeal of the 
election board's ruling. There is no Republi
can Party candidate for mayor, nor any other 
prominent Democratic Party candidate. 

"What really lies behind the scandal is 
not the ineptness of the Williams campaign, 
but rather the deep social crisis facing work
ing people in this city," Manuel stated. "This 
is a city that has one of the highest infant 
mortality rates in the nation, comparable to 
many cities in colonial countries. The AIDS 
case rate in the capital of the most powerful 
imperialist country on earth at the end of 
2000 was 153 per 100,000 people, 10 times 
the national rate of 14.4 per I 00,000. Some 
22,349 city residents are known to be liv
ing with AIDS or are HIV positive. For Af
rican-American men in Washington the high 
rates of death from AIDS and from prostate 
cancer are an indicator of the deplorable 
state of health care in this city," Manuel re
ported. 

"The Socialist Workers campaign op
poses the antidemocratic election laws that 
are actually aimed at keeping working-class 
candidates off the ballot," the socialist can
didate explained. "In neighboring Maryland, 
for instance, statewide candidates from non
major parties are required to collect 27,117 
signatures to get on the ballot. Unlike my 
Democratic Party opponent, my campaign 
supporters are not paid for their signatures, 
but are all volunteers," Manuel said. 

Manuel is a garment worker and member 
of the Union ofNeedletrades, Industrial and 
Textile Employees (UNITE). He is explain
ing to working people and youth that the eco
nomic and social crisis they face is a result 
of the dog-eat-dog system of capitalism. 
"Workers and farmers are capable of taking 
power through revolutionary struggle," 
Manuel said in an interview, "and forming a 
government of workers and farmers that will 
join in the worldwide fight for socialism." 

Central to Manuel's campaign is opposi
tion to Washington's war drive. Many people 
who have stopped to sign his petition have 
said they are against the U.S. war moves 
against Iraq. "We have no business being 
over there," exclaimed George Young, as he 
signed a petition. 

Manuel traveled to Springfield, Virginia, 
August 3 to meet workers on strike against 
Dominion Virginia/North Carolina Power. 
Some 3, 700 members of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers had 
walked out the day before. Campaign sup
porters were warmly greeted by the strikers. 

This publication is available 
in microform from University 
Microfilms International 

Call 1-800-521-3044, or mail inquiry to 
University Microfilms International, 300 North 
Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 481 06. 

Dave Osborne, a 16-year underground 
cable installer, singled out the campaign's 
stance against farm foreclosures. "My fam
ily lost our farm to the banks," he explained. 
Manuel kicked offhis campaign in mid-July 
by attending a press conference in Wash
ington of 30 farmers who are Black who 
are fighting against the racist discrimination 
they face in obtaining federal loans. Manuel 
pledged his campaign's support to their fight 
to keep their land. 

Many people who have signed the peti
tion have readily agreed with the campaign 
demands for federally funded cradle-to
grave health care coverage, workers com
pensation, pensions, and dependents ben
efits. 

The socialist campaign puts forth the need 
for jobs for all at union-scale wages by re
ducing the workweek to 30 hours work at 
40 hours pay. Campaign supporters explain 
that a public works program is needed to 
build and repair schools, hospitals, roads, 
bridges, and affordable housing. 

"I don't hear the mayor talk about afford
able housing," commented Margaret 
Hanson, as she signed a petition in the north
east section of the city. "It's ridiculous," she 
added. "Working people have to work two 
and three jobs and with four or five chil
dren can only afford to live in a one- or two
bedroom apartment." 

Militant 

Petitioning to place SWP mayoral candidate Sam Manuel on ballot in Washington, D.C. 

for a working-class candidate. At the same shopping center, Maudie 
Haynesworth said the city government "only 
has money for things to help the wealthy, 
not for things like schools or fixing the 
roads." She was happy to sign the petition 

To campaign with the young socialists 
and others, contact the DC Socialist Work
ers 2002 Campaign at (202) 387-1590 or at 
dc-swp@starpower.net. 

Campaign with Young Socialists for 
Koppel & Hawkins 

For Governor and 
Lt. Governor of New York 

Martin Koppel 

Young people are campaigning across the state of New 
York for the Socialist Workers slate- headed by Martin 
Koppel and Arrin Hawkins. The socialist campaign of
fers the only fighting alternative to the twin parties of 
imperialist war and economic depression - the Demo Arrin Hawkins 

crats and Republicans. It is the only voice for workers, farmers, and young people who are standing up 
to the brutal effects of the deepening global crisis of the capitalist system. 

The Socialist Workers campaign is part of building 
a movement of young workers and students who will be 
in the front ranks of a revolutionary struggle for a workers 
and farmers government to take power out of the hands of 
the ruling capitalist families. We join with the unbreak
able fight of the Palestinian people for their land and against 
Israeli government brutality; with mobilizations of work
ing people across Latin America against the imperialist
imposed social catastrophe; and with the people of Cuba, 
Iran, Iraq, and north Korea standing up to the economic 
and military threats of Washington. 

The Socialist Workers candidates explain that capital
ism has nothing to offer working people and youth- ei
ther at home or abroad. No matter who is elected next fall 
-whether Governor Pataki's Republican Party or the 

Democrats - those parties will organize the next round 
of assaults on behalf of the bosses. The Socialist Workers 
campaign offers a revolutionary program to unite work
ing people around the world in a common struggle that 
can take on and defeat our common enemy - the 
superwealthy U.S. ruling class. 

If you like this perspective, we invite you to campaign 
with young socialists for Koppel and Hawkins - on street 
comers to meet other young people and workers, on col
lege campuses, and with our campaign newspapers, the Mili
tant and Perspectiva Mundial. We bring our campaign to 
workers at factory gates and on the job, to strikers such as 
the bus drivers in Queens, and to protests for immigrant 
rights, against police brutality, and in opposition to the gov
ernment and employer attacks on workers' rights. 

We join the Socialist Workers Campai2n in demandin2: 

•No to Washington's imperialist war drive! •Defend women's access to abortion! 

•Jobs for all. Shorten the workweek with no • Debt relief for working farmers! 
cut in pay! Raise the minimum wage! Stop foreclosures! 

•Stop INS raids and deportations! End Social • Defend affirmative action, including in 
Security "no match" letters! employment, housing, and education! 

•Fight cop brutality! Abolish the death penalty! •Cancel the Third World Debt! 

•Defend workers' rights! No secret detentions 
or trials! 

•Stop Washington's economic war on Cuba! 
Normalize relations now! 

Name: ________________ Phone .. · _________ Address: _____________ _ 

City: ___________ _ State: __ Zip: ____ _ E-mail: _________________ _ 

_ I want to campaign with the Young Socialists for Koppel and Hawkins _Send me more information_ Enclosed is a check for 

$10 for a 12-week subscription to the Mtlitantnewspaper_ Enclosed is a check for $6 for a 4-month subscription to Perspectiva 

Mundial (Write subscription checks to the Militant) Enclosed is a donation for $250_ $1 00_ $50_ $25_ other $_ 
(Please write checks to: Socialist Workers 2002 NY Campaign). Contact us at one of the following three locations: 

BROOKLYN: 372A 53rd St. (at 4th Ave.); Tel:(718) 567-8014. Mailing address: PMB 106, 4814 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220. 
E-mail: swpbrooklyn @earthlink.net 

GARMENT DISTRICT: 545 8th Ave., 14th Floor (at 38th St.), New York; Tel:(212) 695-7358. Mailing address: P.O. Box 30, New York, NY 10018. 
E-mail: swpnygd@attglobal.net 

UPPER MANHATTAN: 599 W 187th St. #1A, New York, NY 10033; Tel:(212) 740-4611. E-mail: swpuptown@usa.net 

Leaflet produced by young socialists in New York who are campaigning in support of the Socialist Workers candidates 
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Workers organize 
resistance to mass 
firings in Argentina 
BY MARTIN KOPPEL 
AND ROMINA GREEN 

FLORIDA, Buenos Aires Province, Ar
gentina-The bosses' assault on workers at 
the Pepsico Snacks factory here is typical 
of how the employers in Argentina are bru
tally shifting the burden of the economic 
collapse onto the backs of working people. 
In industry after industry, companies are 
carrying out mass layoffs, shutting down 
plants, and trying to intimidate workers from 
defending their livelihood. Pepsico Snacks 
is owned by the U.S. giant Pepsi-Cola. 

Workers at Pepsico's potato chip factory, 
who had already been bringing solidarity 
to embattled workers at many other plants, 
have been involved in a fight since the be
ginning of the year. On January I I the 
Pepsico bosses fired 52 temporary workers 
in this plant of 400. Just a week earlier the 
newly appointed government of President 
Eduardo Duhalde had devalued the peso, a 
measure that further shook a battered 
economy. 

In a July 21 interview, three workers de
scribed how their struggle has unfolded. One 
of the workers. Katy, explained that condi
tions at the plant had become increasingly 
brutal, "Pepsico instituted the 'American 
shift' in some departments," she said. "We 
work 12-hour days-four-day shifts one 
week, then three night shifts the next week. 
But on top of that, they've forced us to work 
a lot of double shifts several times a week. 
We have to stand the entire day, so many 
people have problems with their backs and 
their legs." 

The fired workers set up a protest tent in 
front of the plant gate, and they were joined 
by some of the "permanent" workers as well 
as working people from the neighborhood. 
Since then they have organized road block
ades, marches, and other actions. They have 
reached out for support from other work
ers. joining rallies by unionists and unem
ployed workers, such as a march of 15,000 
demanding the arrest of cops who on June 
26 fired on an unemployed demonstration 
and killed two young workers. They have 
visited the occupied Brukman garment plant 
in downtown Buenos Aires and sent delega
tions to the southwestern city of Neuquen 
to back the workers at the Zan6n ceramic 
tile factory, which is also occupied. 

Maria de los Angeles said she and other 
workers have gone before meetings of the 
local "popular assembly" in the nearby 
working-class suburb of San Martin, and 
have enlisted their support. The popular as
semblies are neighborhood organizations 
that have appeared throughout Buenos Aires 
since the beginning of the year, in which 
local residents gather to discuss social and 
political problems they face and how to deal 
with them. 

"Pepsico has practically militarized the 
factory," said Leo, 27, a worker who is one 
of the six members of the internal commis
sion. Cops and security guards toting !taka 
rifles have been deployed inside and out
side the plant, he said. Security guards snoop 
on workers' conversations in the lunchroom. 
The company films workers on the job. 
while cops have tailed unionists' cars, seek
ing to create an atmosphere of terror and to 
divide the permanent and temporary work
ers. Many workers in the plant would like 
to express their support for the fight but are 
afraid they will lose their jobs if they do so. 

MilitanliMatiin Koppel 

Workers at Brukman garment plant in Buenos Aires, Argentina, under occupation by 
workforce. Union members at Pepsico are also fighting worsening conditions on the job. 

While battling the company, the workers. 
who arc members of the food workers union. 
have been hampered by the stance of the 
top officialdom, headed by Rodolfo Daer, 
who is also the general secretary of the Gen
eral Labor Confederation (CGT), 
Argentina's main union federation. The 
officialdom has urged the tired workers to 
accept the company's severance pay offer 
and has refused to organize a tight. The CGT 
leadership supports the ruling Pcronist pa1iy 
ofDuhalde. 

Under pressure from the top officials, 
three of the internal commission members 
have decided to go along with this collabo
rationist position, while the other three have 
continued to urge workers to mobilize and 
decide themselves how to fight. Two of these 
delegates were illegally suspended in Feb
ruary, and are fighting to get reinstated. 

Some of the pcm1ancnt workers who have 
joined this fight have also been fired. Katy, 
who is one ofthem, said, "They claimed they 
were firing me for poor performance but 

then offered me severance pay. I've refused 
to accept the money because we're fighting 
to get our jobs back." 

After Katy's firing on July 15. the union
ists immediately called workers from other 
plants to attend a protest rally. The meeting 
drew workers from the Brukman and Zan6n 
plants; from the Panificaci6n Cinco bakery, 
which workers took over in response to a 
threatened plant shutdown and are operat
ing as a cooperative; and a visiting delega
tion ofcoalminers from Rio Turbin in south
ern Argentina. where workers are resisting 
layoff plans. Several hundred people 
marched July 23 to demand the reinstate
ment of the fired workers. 

"The plant occupations at Brukman and 
Zan6n are examples for workers in Argen
tina. but they arc still an exception," Leo 
noted. Workers at many other plants con
tl·ont the threat oflayoffs and the brutal con
ditions faced by those at Pepsico. Some are 
waging defensive tights. while others are 
discussing what to do. 

Maria de los Angeles, one of the fired 
workers, said. ''Temporary workers aren't 
in the union. We are hired for six-month 
contracts. On January II ,just before the end 
of the day shift, the company told several 
temporary co-workers that we were fired. 
During the afternoon shift they announced 
more firings and ordered people to go home 
early. When they refused to leave the plant, 
the company called the security guards to 
force them out. Those of us on the incom
ing shift were met by security guards who 
had lists of tired workers and told us we 
couldn't come in." 

Currencies plunge sharply in Brazil, Uruguay 

The workers· factory delegates immedi
ately called meetings for workers on all the 
shifts. and the unionists voted to oppose the 
mass firings. The factory delegates make up 
the internal commission, an elected factory 
committee that exists in many workplaces 
in Argentina parallel to the regular union 
structure. 
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that we can transform that future." 
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BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 
Currencies in Brazil and Uruguay fell 

sharply in late July, forcing the government 
in Montevideo to shut banks across the 
country and Washington to reverse its stand 
and offer massive short term loans to tem
porarily avert a widening crisis. 

Unable to prevent a free-fall in the cur
rency, the Uruguayan government an
nounced the closure of its banking system 
July 30 for the first time in 20 years. The 
order was extended for at least the next four 
days. In July alone, the central bank's inter
national reserves fell more than 55 percent 
from S3 billion in December to $622 mil
lion as of July 31. In part this was due to a 
massive withdrawal of funds by upper and 
middle class depositors from Argentina. 

In response, Moody's Investors Service cut 
its sovereign rating on Uruguay two notches 
deeper into junk bond status, while Fitch also 
lowered its rating. saying Uruguay's reserves 
were at "precarious" levels. 

"We're becoming another Argentina," 
stated Maurice L6pcz. 45, a Montevideo 
store clerk. referring to the long-term freeze 
on withdrawing bank deposits put in place 
in that country. "I can't believe it has come 
to this." 

Meanwhile, thousands of workers staged 
a four-hour strike in Uruguay August I 
against the devastating effects of the capital
ist economic crisis on workers and peasants. 

At the end of June the Uruguayan gov
ernment announced it was ending its cur
rency-band system and would now allow its 
currency, the peso, to float to market levels. 
Since that time the peso's value has fallen 
by more than 20 percent against the dollar. 
The country's economy declined I 0 percent 
in the first quarter of 2002. 

In face of this crisis, and a financial free
fall in Brazil. U.S. treasury secretary Paul 
O'Neill angered many across the continent 
when he said new loans would only be avail
able when countries assured Washington 
that the funds wouldn't "just go out of the 
country to Swiss bank accounts." 

In Brazil, South America's largest 
economy. the nation's currency, the real, 
went into a tailspin, declining in value 

against the dollar by 19 percent in July, 
reaching its lowest point since going into 
circulation as the national currency in 1994. 
The real has lost 34 percent of its value since 
January, despite attempts by the Central 
Bank to shore it up by pumping $1.5 billion 
into the foreign exchange market. 

The imperialists are worried over what will 
happen in national elections scheduled for 
October in Brazil. as the presidential candi
date of the Workers Party, Luiz Inacio Lui a 
da Silva. is leading in the polls. Although the 
party's candidates have assured Washington 
they will honor the country's debt payments, 
the U.S. mlers fear rising expectations by 
working people and political instability if the 
Workers Party wins the poll. 

The plunging real has driven up the costs 
of servicing Brazil's massive $250 billion 
debt, which in tum has increased fears by 
capitalist investors of a default like occuncd 

in Argentina in December. "With interna
tional banks severely restricting credit lines," 
reported the Financial Times, "Brazilian 
companies have been forced to buy dollars 
on the spot market to pay off their foreign 
debt." Brazil's national debt has ballooned 
to nearly 80 percent of the country's gross 
domestic product. 

As the financial crisis deepened. U.S. trea
sury secretary O'Neill switched positions, 
announcing August I that he now backed 
offering new loans to Uruguay and BraziL 
but not to Argentina. That country. which is 
in the midst of the deepest economic crisis 
in South America has seen its gross domes
tic product plunge 16.3 perce1~t in the first 
quarter of 2002, from a year earlier. The 
economy in Argentina has contracted for the 
past 14 quarters, with official unemployment 
at 25 percent and underemployment driving 
the figure up even higher. 
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$14.00 In English, French, and Spanish 
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• What the 1987 Stock Market Crash Foretold 
• Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba's 
Socialist Revolution by Mary-Alice Waters 

• The Curve of Capitalist Development 
by Leon Trotsky $14.00 
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At bookstores, including those l1sted on page 14; wnte Pathfinder, 410 West St, New 
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Peasants in Venezuela press fight for land 
Continued from front page 
law to press their fight for land, the land
lord and bourgeois forces opposed to 
Chavez condemn it and call for its "reform." 
Victor Cedeno, a leader ofCOPEI-a con
servative party that alternated in the gov
ernment with the social-democratic Demo
cratic Action party until Chavez's ascen
dancy to power in 1998-complained in 
July that the law includes "unconstitutional 
provisions to arbitrarily intervene into pri
vate property." 

In the wake of the U.S.-backed opposi
tion coup in mid-April, which was defeated 
by mobilizations of working people, gov
ernment officials have shown signs of 
backpedaling on the law. Late last year 
Chavez called on peasants to put a stop to 
land takeovers. 

Meanwhile, govemors, mayors, and other 
govemment officials who are part of the 
reactionary opposition-including the gov
emor of the nor1heastern state ofCojedes
have used the police and private goon squads 
to push back attempts by peasants and their 
supponers to implement the new law. On 
July 12 Eduardo Lapi, the governor of 
Yaracuy state, ordered police to fire on doz
ens of peasant families who had tried to 
move onto land tumed over to them by INT. 
Many peasants were seriously wounded. 

Conference discusses land reform 
The featured speaker at the July 21 meet

ing was Adina Mercedes Bastidas, a univer
sity professor of agricultural economy. 
Bastidas served as vice president under 
Chavez until her dismissal as part of a cabi
net shakeup following the failed coup. De
nouncing opposition attempts to water down 
the law, Bastidas said that its full implemen
tation is necessary to reach a "mixed 
economy" in Venezuela, that is, maintain
ing the capitalist market system with more 
intervention by the state to achieve "social 
justice." She encouraged peasants and oth
ers in the audience to keep up their struggle 
to enforce its provisions. 

In the discussion, William Bitelio 
Delgado, one of the meeting's organizers, 
reported that the ownership of more than 
half the nearly 5 million acres of arable land 
in Cojedes is in legal dispute. About 15 capi
talist families claim ownership, he said, in 
opposition to demands that the land be na
tionalized and distributed to landless farm
ing families. 

"So far, !NT has declared nationalized 
only 400,000 acres and has certified private 
ownership of large farms for about a simi
lar area," he said. 

Corn, sugar cane, rice, yucca and a vari
ety of other vegetable crops, along with live
stock, thrive in the fields that surround this 
city. While some of the land is cultivated by 
peasants, most-a good part of it idle-is 
owned by capitalist farmers, agricultural 
corporations, and other big landowners. 

'We only had shovels and machetes' 
Participants in the meeting were in the 

thick of a number of struggles for land 
rights. 

"The thugs of the Campania !nglesa [En
glish Company] started shooting at us," said 
Angel Sarmiento, 52, in an interview fol
lowing the meeting. A landless peasant who 
survives through contract field work and 
construction jobs, Sarmiento had joined a 
land occupation by 400 families in La 
Palomita, some five miles south of San 
Carlos, in early 200 I. 

"We took the land peacefully," he said. 
"We only had shovels and machetes to de
fend ourselves. They killed several peasants 
and left many wounded.'' 

Sarmiento explained that the land formed 
half the 12,000-acre property of the com
pany, which used it to graze more than 
40,000 cattle. One of the largest landhold
ers in Venezuela, Compania lnglesa is run 
by British capitalists, he said. 

The federal government heeded calls by 
the peasants for protection artef the killings 
threatened to become a national scandal, he 
said. National Guard troops were sent to the 
area and stayed for a few weeks until things 
calmed down. The peasants moved the cattle 
off the area they occupied, fon11ed coopera
tives, and began cultivatmg the land. 

"None of them have been tried, however," 
he said, referring to the police involved in 
the shooting. 

Land titles in this area are now hotly dis
puted under the 2001 agricultural law. Mem
bers of the Yauqucs, a family of indigenous 

Militant/ Argiris Malapanis 
Above: peasants and families at July 21 con
ference in San Carlos, Venezuela, on imple
mentation of agrarian reform law. Right: 
Angel Sarmiento at land occupation in La 
Palomita described peasants' struggle for the 
right to farm, and their response to murder
ous attacks by thugs hired by landowners. 

people, have produced documents showing 
a legal claim to some 153,000 acres-includ
ing the Campania Inglesa farm--granted to 
their tribe in the 19th century. Big landown
ers forcibly seized the land over the last half 
century, say the Yauques. Joining forces with 
peasant organizations, the Yauques have filed 
legal papers tuming the land over to the state 
for distribution to landless peasants. 

Jose Melisio Salmiento, 54, who has 
farmed for four decades, was one of anum
ber of peasants at the July meeting who have 
been promised land in the area by INT offi
cials. "I have 50 acres of land that doesn't 
produce anything." he said. "I have been 
fighting for land in the Charcote zone. That 
land belongs to the 'English.' 

"Three years ago we tried to take it over 
but they threw us out with guns," he said. 
"The National Guard intervened to defend 
us. [The Yauques] gave us these lands. We 
have the certificates, but the goons took 
them back and put fences around. There are 
thousands of acres. 

'·We have now been waiting six years for 
these lands but the landowners don't want 
to turn them over," Salmiento said. "Now 
that we have the support of the government 
and the new law favors us, we expect to get 
the titles." 

At the end of the July 21 conference, most 
peasants lined up to sign up for cheap credit, 
supposedly guaranteed by the government 
under the new law. 

"We can't do anything, though, until we 
get the title," said Maximo Flores, who heads 
up a group of five families that have formed 

a cooperative called Los Inocentes. 
After the conference, Sarmiento hosted 

Militant reporters on a trip to La Palomita. 
On the way, he made sure we stopped and 
took photos of thousands of acres of prime 
land that is left idle, noting that it belonged 
to a Venezuelan capitalist. 

"Many peasants here are eyeing this 
land," commented Lijia Flores, another con
ference participant. "Why it should be sit
ting idle while he makes millions and we 
here have a hard time surviving?" 

Land titles are crucial 
At Palomita, it became apparent that the 

situation is not easy even for those peasants 
who have occupied land and begun to farm. 
"We've been here for a year and a half," said 
Pedro Roja, who had joined in the takeover 
of the land from Campania Inglesa. "We use 
our hands, and some oxen. We don't have 
tractors or other equipment. Without title to 
the land, there is no credit from the banks 
and we can't claim insurance in the case of 
disaster. When rainstorms destroyed my 
melons and yucca earlier this year, I couldn't 
ask the government for compensation." 

In an interview a few days before the 

meeting in San Carlos, BraulioAlvarez, the 
general secretary of the Ezequiel Zamora 
National Agricultural Coalition, one of the 
main peasant organizations in the country, 
helped put these struggles in a nationwide 
context. 

Militant reporters spoke to Alvarez, who 
has been appointed to INT's national board, 
at the INT headquarters in Caracas, the Ven
ezuelan capital. He explained that about 
1,000 big landowners control 85 percent of 
land currently under cultivation-a total of 
around 75 million acres. Some 350,000 
hard-pressed peasant families, who own 
between 3 and 50 acres each, produce some 
70 percent of vegetables and other major 
crops, he said. 

The government has now declared the 
nationalization of another 75 million acres 
of idle cultivable lands and promised to dis
tribute them to peasants, Alvarez said, add
ing that "there are more than 2,500 peasant 
groups demanding land today." 

"The land and its use has been nothing 
but a commodity," he said, "not a social ac
tivity to produce enough food for the na
tion." Nearly 85 percent of all foodstuffs are 
imported from Canada, the United States, 
and elsewhere. 

The stance of the Chavez government 
following the tailed coup has raised ques
tions about its direction even among sup
porters like Alvarez. The peasant leader and 
INT official said he does not know whether 
Chavez will govern in the interests of the 
majority--the peasants, fishermen, and 
other working people--or will continue to 
appease the opposition and the privileged 
minority of capitalists and landlords it 
speaks for. 

Others are concentrating on advancing 
the battles at hand. As Jose Luis Jimenez, 
one of the peasants who are part of the land 
takeover at Palomita, put it, "We showed it 
can be done in the face of violence by the 
powerful landowners and the police. At 
some point, we may have to help others in 
the area to do the same if the titles and cred
its promised don't come through." 

While the government still enjoys wide
spread support in the countryside, some 
fighters are looking to chart a course inde
pendent of reliance on Chavez or other fig
ures in capitalist politics. 

"They call it a Bolivarian revolution, but 
it's not a revolution at all," said Miguel 
Gonzalez, a peasant who took part in the 
July 21 conference at San Carlos, quoting 
the description used by Chavez and his fol
lowers. "We need to make a revolution. The 
crisis we face is part of an international cri
sis. There is no major difference between 
Chavez and his predecessors in the govem
ment, except that Chavez has more radical 
discourse. 

"Our biggest challenge is organization," 
said Gonzalez. "There is no force yet that 
defends the interests of the workers and 
farmers." 

Carlos Cornejo contributed to this article. 

Venezuela resumes oil shipments to Cuba 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

CARACAS, Venezuela-Ali Rodriguez, 
president of Petroleos de Venezuela 
(PDVSA), the countty's state oil company, 
announced July 23 that the oil giant will re
sume shipments to Cuba of 53,000 barrels 
of crude oil per day at preferential terms on 
August 1. 

PDVSA suspended these shipments dur
ing the April ll military coup against Ven
ezuelan president Hugo Chavez. After the 
coup failed and Chavez returned to 
Miraflores·---the presidential palace-April 
13, his government took no action to im
mediately reverse the halt of shipments to 
Cuba. Chavez backed off from a pre-coup 
announcement that he would replace the 
state oil company\ leadership with execu
tives loyal to him, leaving the management 
team headed by Ali Rodriguez intact. 

The suspension was a blow to Cuba, since 
Venezuelan crude accounted for one third 
of the country's energy supply. Havana re
portedly was torced to impose measures to 
reduce energy consumption and had to seek 
more expensive oil elsewhere. 

During Chavez's brief ouster, PDVSA 
ofticials vowed not to deiiver more oil to 
Cuba, claiming Venezuela was giving it 
away. Venezuela's oil minister has defended 

the resumption of the shipments. He insisted 
on August 4 that the agreement his govern
ment reached earlier with Cuban president 
Fidel Castro is similar to those Venezuela 
has with other Caribbean nations. 

Under the deal, 80 percent ofVenezuela's 
oil shipments to Cuba are reportedly to be 
paid for at world market prices within 90 days 
of delivery. The remaining 20 percent is sold 
by Caracas on preferential terms: payable 
within 15 years, with a two-year grace pe
riod and an interest rate of 2 percent. 

In exchange, Havana has offered free 
medical care in Cuba for hundreds ofVen
ezuelans who can't atford it in their coun
try. "Every week, a planeload of people 
badly in need of treatment leaves for Ha
vana," said Antonio Aguillon, in an inter
view here July 22. His wife who had trav
eled to Havana that day for an operation, as 
parr ofthis program, had just called him to 
say the plane ride went fine. Cuba contin
ued this program without interruption in the 
three months since cheApril coup, Aguillon 
said. Dozens of other working people inter
viewed in Venezuela made similar points. 

Many also praised the hundreds of Cu
ban doctors who are in Venezuela as part of 
the assistance program from Cuba. These 
volunteer doctors "go to many remote ar-

eas that most Venezuelan physicians refuse 
to set foot on," said Tomas Blanca, a fisher
man in Cumana, the capital of the state of 
Sucre, at Venezuela's northwestern coast, in 
a July 19 interview there. "Venezuelan doc
tors practice medicine for profits. Cubans 
do it for humanity." 
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2002 Socialist Workers Par Convention 

SWP Convention turns party outward t 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 
AND GREG McCARTAN 

NEW YORK-Coming out of the 41st 
convention of the Socialist Workers Party 
held in Oberlin, Ohio, July 25-27, hundreds 
of socialist workers and young socialists 
began more effectively getting out on the 
streets, to picket lines, plant gates, and col
lege campuses to meet and reach out to 
working people and youth. 

By the time the convention was over, all 
those attending the gathering had been able 
to size up what the communist movement 
had accomplished over the last few years, 
see the political strengthening of the move
ment both in the United States and inter
nationally, and tum to more fully meet the 
wealth of opportunities to broaden the reach 
and influence of the communist movement 
within the working class today. 

Young socialists took the lead in kicking 
off the post-convention work. Within days, 
they and other supporters of socialist candi
dates in the 2002 elections produced a flyer 
for Young Socialists for Koppel and 
Hawkins, the party candidates for governor 
and lieutenant governor of New York (see 
coverage on page 5). They began speaking 
from soapboxes on street corners here and 
carrying out campaign activities in other 
places across the United States. The young 
socialists and party candidates aim to win 
other young people to campaign together 
with them as partisans of the revolutionary 
working-class alternative in the elections. 
Through this kind of outreach, revolution
ary-minded youth will be won to the com
munist movement over the coming months. 

Socialist workers employed in textile 
mills, coal mines, meatpacking plants, and 
garment shops drew together their experi
ences during the final weeks of the sub
scription drive for the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial in July. In light of the 
convention discussion they came out with 
renewed confidence and conviction in the 
opportunities to talk socialism on the job 
and deepen their political work within the 
industrial working class-inside the facto
ries and mines, at plant gates, and within 
initial elements of proletarian social for
mations that arise to fight against the of
fensive by the superwealthy ruling class. 

And branches and organizing commit
tees of the party are pursuing lines of resis
tance by working people they can join
from the Western coalfields to following 
the trail of New York City's construction 
union rats. They are looking to establish 
new organizing committees to widen the 
geographic spread of the movement and be 
a part of more centers of struggle. 

West Coast longshore dispute 
Branches of the party and young social

ist campaigners plan to sell more than 200 
copies of the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial this week to longshore workers 
and others backing the fight shaping up on 
the West Coast docks. The employers, who 
are driving to force through concessions on 
the workers, are backed by the U.S. gov
ernment, which has threatened to invoke 
the antiunion Taft-Hartley law in order to 
block the longshoremen from striking. As 
they sell the Militant, the socialists will 
introduce workers to pamphlets such as The 
Working Class and the Transformation of 
Learning and other titles published by Path
finder Press. 

The day after the convention more than 
I 00 supporters of the party held a series of 
workshops on the next steps in organizing 
the production line of Pathfinder books and 
a nationwide Pathfinder sales force and dis
tribution center in Atlanta. A report on this 
meeting and the workshops will be run in 
next week's Militant. 

Nearly 400 people attended the conven
tion and participated in the classes, social 
events, and panel discussions. The gather
ing was enriched by members of the Young 
Socialists and Communist Leagues in Aus
tralia, Canada, Iceland, New Zealand, Swe
den, and the United Kingdom, whose rep
resentatives contributed to the discussion 
on the convention floor, and in the classes 
and panels. 

The entire movement is planning to head 
to either New York August 24-25, or At
lanta August 31-September 2, for two Red 
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Weekends of voluntary labor. In New York 
they will make further progress in trans
forming the editorial offices of Pathfinder 
and the area housing its printing presses, 
and the offices of the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial. They will load up 
trucks with the entire Pathfinder stock, 
which will be driven to Atlanta by support
ers in time for the Labor Day weekend vol
untary work crews to set up the distribu
tion center of the publishing house. 

The world that the capitalists have in 
store for working people was brought home 
by daily reports to the convention from a 
team of two socialist coal miners, Tony 
Lane and Jason Alessio, who left Oberlin 
and traveled to Somerset, Pennsylvania, in 

struggles that will bring profound changes," 
and the necessity for the party to change "the 
understanding, and-above all-the time
liness with which we act today from our 
starting point within, and as part of, a mili
tant vanguard of working people." 

The party charted a course to "transform 
our movement together," Barnes said. "We 
will find ourselves in small towns as well 
as big cities .... Political openings and re
sponsibilities will determine organizational 
forms." 

This framework and political course was 
simply assumed by participants in the con
vention and surrounding meetings. It pro
vided the basis for the quick steps out of the 
gathering into the openings among young 

Militant/Top and bottom !eli. Dave Wulp: Bottom right. Eric Simpson 
Participants in the convention recognized the accomplishments of the communist move
ment over the last several years. They turned out more confidently to the multitude of 
opportunities to extend among working people and youth the knowledge, collabora
tion, confidence, and trust in the party. Clockwise from top: convention delegates vote; 
discussing a Pathfinder title at the large display of books available at the convention; 
Tom Leonard (on right) leads class on "Declining health care under capitalism." 

response to the flood that trapped nine 
workers underground. Lane, the party's 
candidate for governor of Pennsylvania, 
issued a campaign statement condemning 
the mine bosses for their contempt for 
workers' safety. Alessio reported on the 
flood and the rescue at a rally following 
the conclusion of the convention. 

Victory of third campaign for the turn 
The convention definitively registered 

the victory of the effort launched at a July 
1998 Active Workers Conference in Pitts
burgh to transform the work of the party 
branches and fractions. known as the third 
campaign for the turn to the industrial trade 
unions. This campaign focused on inCJ·eas
ing the number of party members in 
meatpacking jobs organized by the United 
Food and Commercial Workers union 
(UFCW), garment and textile jobs orga
nized by the Union ofNeedletrades, Indus
trial and Textile Employees (UNITE), as 
well as rebuilding a national union frac
tion of coal miners organized by the United 
Mine Workers of America (UMWA). 

Five months later at a conference jointly 
sponsored by the YS and SWP in Los An
geles, SWP national secretary Jack Barnes 
presented a talk, "A Sea Change in Work
ing-Class Politics," which is now published 
in Capitalism's World Disorder. Barnes 
noted that since at least 1997 "a new pat
tern is being woven in struggle as working 
people emerge from a period of retreat, re
sisting the consequences of the rulers' fi
nal blow-off boom, of 'globalization'
their grandiloquent term that displays im
perial arrogance while it masks brutal as
saults on human dignity the world over." 

He noted that "we are at the beginning of 

people and the working-class movement to
day, acting on the knowledge that the world 
economy has entered into depression con
ditions, and that the U.S. rulers will unleash 
new wars in a desperate attempt to hold to
gether the system of imperialist domination. 

The SWP and Young Socialists are po
litically prepared for the period of acceler
ating imperialist assaults on working people 
around the world, for the implosion of pa
per values in equity markets. and economic 
stagnation in the major imperialist centers. 
They have been discussing the underpin
nings of this crisis with working people and 
youth for some years, and are gaining a 
wider hearing from workers, farmers, and 
youth seeking answers to the onset of a 
world depression, military assaults, and 
intcrimpcrialist conflict that mark the world 
today. 

Communists have presented a scientific 
explanation of these trends in the world 
economy and their political implications in 
Capitalism's World Disorder. and articles 
published in New International magazine, 
including "Imperialism's March Toward 
Fascism and War": "What the 1987 Stock 
Market Crash Foretold": "Opening Guns of 
World War III: Washington's Assault on 
Iraq": and "U.S. Imperialism has Lost the 
Cold War." 

Although spokespeople for the imperial
ist ruling classes in the United States, Eu
rope, and Japan would not acknowledge to
day that they will use trade and currency 
assaults and capital controls to defend their 
national economies, they will be driven to 
do so as conditions worsen, helping to trig
ger a collapse in industrial production and a 
world depression, as happened in the 1930s. 

What the communist movement does be-

fore such eruptions is what is important, Jack 
Barnes said in a political report to the con
vention. "During economic and political 
upheavals a mass revolutionary party can be 
forged-but only if it has understood, orga
nized. and acted beforehand." Rather than 
fear the violent events that are being pre
pared by capitalist development, worker
bolsheviks organize to meet them and make 
the most of the opportunities they entail. 

U.S. power is a 'snapshot' 
The "snapshot" of U.S. military power 

and economic weight that is taken as gos
pel by forces outside the communist move
ment hides the fact that Washington moves 
not from strength, but from weakness, said 
Barnes. 

Today. Washington is being forced to use 
its military power to reinforce its domina
tion of semicolonial countries and the sys
tem of imperialist relations, and as a warn
ing to its imperialist rivals, as it feels the 
fore-shocks of the greatest economic crisis 
since the 1930s. 

Barnes proposed that party branches or
ganize a winter school to study Imperial
ism, the Highest Stage o(Capitalism, writ
ten by V.I. Lenin, the central leader of the 
Bolshevik Party and the Russian Revolu
tion, and related material. "Lenin wrote that 
imperialism would be a system in crisis. 
and would develop through both monopoly 
and the violence of competition," he said. 

The Russian revolutionary leader ex
plained that "the essence of imperialism" 
is the division of the world "into a handful 
of usurer states and a vast majority of debtor 
states"-a trend that has accelerated in the 
decades since the pamphlet's publication 
in 1917. In the chapter entitled, "Parasit
ism and Decay of Capitalism,'' he quoted a 
bourgeois economist, who stated, "The 
creditor is more firmly attached to the 
debtor than the seller is to the buyer." 

The huge outstanding loans on the books 
of major banks, coupled with massive hold
ings in derivatives, lie at the heart of the 
financial threat to the banking system. 

One indication of this trend is the slump 
in the share price of J.P. Morgan Chase, 
one of the largest and most prestigious of 
the U.S. banks. It has fallen in large part 
because of reports that its credit rating is 
about to be downgraded. This central in
stitution of U.S. finance capital is effec
tively bankrupt, Barnes noted. and others 
arc threatened by the bursting of a debt
driven "gigantic bubble in financial instru
ments." 

Although the business cycle will con
tinue--along with big fluctuations, includ
ing "hopeful" upward swings in the stock 
market-the world capitalist economy has 
entered into a long winter, in which a "hard 
rain" will continuously fall. As has hap
pened with the economic stagnation in Ja
pan, there is no internal mechanism that 
can bring capitalism out of its malaise. 
Even imperialist wars against semicolonial 
powers. such as that being prepared against 
Iraq. will not solve the capitalists' crisis. 

Revolutionary political education 
What is opening up for the communist 

movement with these events is a period of 
revolutionary political education of the 
working class, in which the distribution and 
study of revolutionary books and pamphlets 
produced by Pathfinder, along with social
ist newspapers and magazines, will play a 
decisive role. 

The political logic of the effects of the 
onset of a devastating collapse in industrial 
production is to shut off the lines of resis
tance within the working class. While tem
porary setbacks are to be expected, history 
has shown that the rulers cannot tum back 
the struggles of working people in a period 
of growing crises without taking them on 
and defeating them, Barnes said. 

Imperialist war and economic depression 
will not immediately engender a revolution
ary struggle for power by working people in 
the United States. Barnes noted. The U.S. 
working class has no historic experience of 
a pre-revolutionary situation. a nationwide 
workers party or general strike, or a politi
cal tyranny. It must go through such experi
ences over the coming years before it can 
mount revolutionary struggles that challenge 



, new opportunities 
the ruling rich in a contest for power. 

In the years ahead the working class has 
strengths to draw on that it did not have in 
the 1930s, the last time the workers move
ment confronted a deep crisis, Barnes 
noted. This includes the strength, charac
ter, and potential of women in the revolu
tionary proletarian movement, both in its 
cadre and its leadership. The weight of 
workers who are Black is completely dif
ferent today. Another is the size and char
acter of immigration into the United States. 
and the links to workers around the world 
this influence has given the working class. 
Barnes said. In addition, the great obstacle 
of Stalinism-a factor that played a deci
sive role in the defeats of revolutionary 
struggles in the 1930s-will not block the 
road as before. 

Working-class solidarity 
"Workers who are resisting become im

mediately open to forming an alliance with 
those opposed to the wars and assaults by 
the bosses," Barnes said. The period ahead 
will not be one of relative prosperity in the 
United States as was the case during the 
Vietnam War. giving the U.S. rulers the 
ability to provide both "guns" and "butter." 
Instead, Washington will carry out its as
saults abroad while having to take on the 
social conquests of the working class at 
home, opening a completely different dy
namic and range of possibilities than ex
isted in the 1960s or early 1970s for revo
lutionary struggle. 

"The most important thing in this situa
tion is the resistance to imperialist brutality 
worldwide," Barnes emphasized. He pointed 
to the Palestinian people, who through their 
refusal to kneel before the vaunted military 
prowess of the Israeli state have deepened 
its crisis. Tn Palestine, where Israeli soldiers 
have to deal with "multigenerational resis
tance," watching their backs against not just 
children but grandparents, "we see not hor
ror but glory," he said. 

Among other "magnificent examples of 
the absence of fear" are the revolutionary 
vigilance of the government and working 
people of Cuba against Washington's four
decade-long hostility. 

James Harris, a garment worker from 
Atlanta, said in the discussion that the 
shocks in the capitalist economy has 
"changed the way a layer of workers think 
about their future and how they fit into the 
working class." 

Delegate Francisco Sanchez from Chi
cago said that he is employed in a plant 
where the party is known by some work
ers. He has been welcomed into the plant 
by one worker "who treats me like he's 
known me for years. He sees me as some
one with the same politics," he said. 

Welcomes winter school 
Susan Rose from Birmingham responded 

enthusiastically, like other delegates, to the 
proposal for the winter school and another 
chance for collective study over a number 
of weeks. Referring to the twice-weekly 
summer school on communist continuity 
and party history completed just before the 
convention, Rose said party members in 
Birmingham at first thought "how can we 
do it?" given their other activity. But now, 
'"I think, 'how can we not do it?"' She de
scribed an upturn in interest in Pathfinder 
books on the job, and said she often brings 
a stack of them into the break room for co
workers to look over. 

Nan Bailey from Los Angeles told of a 
person attending the Militant Labor Forum 
series in Los Angeles who said that he "wants 
to believe you about the weakness of impe
rialism. I even feel it, but I need you to pro
vide the ammunition so I can explain it." 

Party leader Mary-Alice Waters ex
plained that Washington's next war against 
the people of Iraq has nothing to do with 
the September I 1 events, but is a continua
tion of its 1990 military assault and the 
opening guns of World War III. Far from 
September 11 changing anything in the 
world, the U.S. ruling class simply took 
advantage of the attacks to accelerate their 
assaults on working people. The invasion 
being planned by the U.S. government to 
topple the government of Iraq is unfinished 
business from the 1990-91 war, she said, 

which has been rankling with them for a 
decade. Now the U.S. rulers aim to send 
their military back to finish the job. 

Argiris Malapanis from Miami, who had 
just returned from a Militant reporting trip 
to Venezuela, said that a "serious depres
sion is already under way in Argentina, Ven
ezuela and other parts of Latin America." 
He also described to the convention the 
wide-ranging political discussion the inter
national reporting team was able to engage 
in with young people seeking ways to fight 
imperialism, and the actions of workers and 
peasants who are standing up and fighting 
the impact of the capitalist economic crisis. 

Martin Koppel, the Socialist Workers 
candidate for governor of New York State 
and editor of Perspectiva Mundial, spoke 
about the just-concluded trip to Paraguay 
and Argentina by himself and Romina 
Green of the Young Socialists. 

"In these two countries, both gripped by 
capitalist crisis and working peoples' re
sistance, we introduced ourselves as com
munists from the United States, set up lit
erature tables on campus, spoke at a fo
rum, and made the most of the opportuni
ties for political discussion," Koppel said. 
He, Green, and Malapanis each said they 
had underestimated the thirst for revolution
ary literature among working people and 
youth they had met, and needed more Path
finder books that they had brought with 
them. 

Anne Lane, of the Communist League 
in New Zealand, said that a team ofYoung 
Socialists will be going to Kanaky (New 
Caledonia) on the invitation of Palika, an 
organization that is fighting French colo
nial domination of that South Pacific coun
try. The YS reached out to Palika, as well 
as other organizations in the Pacific to par
ticipate in the 2001 World Festival ofYouth 
and Students in Algiers, Algeria. They sub
sequently met up in Algiers and exchanged 
experiences of their struggles fighting 
against imperialism. 

The reports from teams to Latin America 
reinforced the international character of the 
communist movement in reaching out to 
meet and collaborate with layers of revo
lutionary minded youth and workers, along 
the road to rebuilding a world communist 
movement. 

:'\lew openings internationally 
SWP leader Jack Willey, pointing to the 

experiences of the teams to Latin America, 
said the communist movement has not 
faced similar openings for several decades, 
at least since the revolutions in Grenada 
and Nicaragua in the early 1980s. He had 
just returned from a meeting of the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth in 
Budapest, Hungary, which discussed the 
venue of the next world youth festival. 
Willey's report was titled, "Revolutionary 
youth and communist nuclei." 

Willey noted the trips to Latin America 
came out of a decade of work in the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth and the 
youth festival movement. YS members from 
a number of countries tlrst met and collabo
rated with anti-imperialist fighters from 
Paraguay, Haiti, Western Sahara, and else
where at the anti-imperialist youth festival 
in Havana in August 1997, at meetings of 
the Organization of Latin American and Car
ibbean Students, and at last year's festival 
in Algeria. 

Willey had joined a team of socialists 
from the United States and Canada that had 
participated in a May conference in Haiti 
on the invitation ofYoung Socialists mem
bers in that country. "As part of the discus
sions, we sold a wide range of books, from 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels titles to 
Capitalism's World Disorder by Jack 
Barnes," he said. "The experience helped 
justify the commitment of the movement's 
time and financial resources to publish 
books by revolutionary leaders, and the 
extraordinary effort to translate them into 
French, Spanish, and other languages that 
make them more accessible to the fighters 
we meet." 

Pierre, one of two representatives from 
the Haiti Young Socialists attending the 
convention, brought greetings to the par
ticipants. "Since the youth festival in Al
geria," he said, "the Young Socialists mem-

bers have read many books." Thanks are 
due to those publishing Pathfinder titles, 
he said, which have allowed "those who 
are discouraged to regroup their forces and 
to tight." 

The Central Committee of the Commu
nist Party of Cuba and the Revolutionary 
Socialist Nucleus in Paraguay sent greet
ings to the convention. 

Leaders of the Communist Leagues 
spoke on panels or in convention sessions 
about the strengthening of their work along 
the same lines as discussed at the conven
tion. Kevin Jonsson, a leader of the Com
munist League in Iceland, founded at a 
convention on June 30, explained the steps 
the organization is taking to integrate it
self into sections of the industrial working 
class, as well as to knit ties with farmers. 

Broadening reach of worker-bolsheviks 
In his report, "Communist branches, 

fractions, and recruiting vanguard workers.'' 
Joel Britton drew on the party's recent 
progress in building political trade union 
fractions, and local units based in work
ing-class districts. "We have reaffirmed that 
we are building a party of worker
bolsheviks, described in The Changing 
Face ol U.S. Politics," he said. 

The work of the party's industrial trade 
union fractions was discussed at meetings 
the day before the convention, as well as a 
meeting of the national fraction steering 
committees the day following the conven
tion (see page 10). 

Britton stressed the importance of orga
nizing regular political work at plant gates 
and mine portals, reaching out to meet 
workers and discuss politics with them. The 
weekly teams sell the Militant, Perspectim 
Mundia!, and Pathfinder literature, and 

Militant/Top, Clay Dennison: middle, Romina Green 

Communist workers and young socialists 
hit the streets in the days following the con
vention, winning support for the Socialist 
Workers campaigns. Above, literature table 
at University of Alabama. Left, Bill 
Estrada, Socialist Workers candidate for 
Congress in New York, soapboxes in Up
per :vlanhattan. 

bring the party's elections campaigns and 
information on political events they seek 
to get workers involved in. Socialist work
ers inside the workplaces are more and 
more finding that by joining the team out
side they not only help increase sales, but 
become better known as political people 
by a wider layer of workers in the plant. 

At the conclusion of the convention 
Barnes discussed the next steps in building 
and recruiting to the communist movement. 
"We need to take a richer look at recruit
ment to the patiy" and the crucial role of 
the Young Socialists. he said. "Young people 
need a bridge to party membership. We will 
also recruit older people. but not ifthere are 
not youth around. To the older worker. youth 
represent life after eight or more hours of 
death in the factories. Recruitment can't be 
done without this dual approach." 

"We welcome young people who take 
their time about their decision whether to 
be a Bolshevik for the rest of their life." 
Barnes said. As they do so the party and 
Young Socialists will find ways to work 
together in revolutionary activity. organize 
classes and schools. and deepen their com
mon class-struggle experience. 

A rally at the conclusion of the com·en
tion included representatives of the Com
munist Leagues in Sweden and the United 
Kingdom; two party suppotiers leading the 
Pathfinder Distribution Center and the pa1iy 
supporters' financial efforts; party candi
dates for public office Arrin Hawkins, 
Martin KoppeL and Sam ManueL national 
campaign director Greg McCartan on cam
paign perspectives and the pa1iy's battle for 
workers' rights in elections; and YS leader 
Jason Alessio on the work of the party in 
the coal fields. 

Jack Barnes introduced the members of 
the National Committee. Rally pmiicipants 
joined in launching a Pathfinder Fund, which 
will run to November 15. Some S55,000 was 
pledged toward the overall goal. 

[Further coverage on the com·ention and 
how the communist morement is reaching 
out to H'orking people and youth 11·i// be 
featured in next week's Afi!itant.} 

Socialist Workers Party National Committee 
Elected July 27, 2002 

Regular members 

Nan Bailey 
Jack Barnes 
Joel Britton 
Steve Clark 
Naomi Craine 
Betsy Farley 
Frank Forrestal 
James Harris 
Martin Koppel 
Ernie Mailhot 
Paul Mailhot 

Argiris Malapanis 
Greg McCartan 
Francisco Picado 
Dave Prince 
Dennis Richter 
Norton Sandier 
Ma'mud Shirvani 
Brian Taylor 
Mary-Alice Waters 
Jack Willey 

Alternate members 

1. Samuel Farley 
2. Alyson Kennedy 
3. Doug Nelson 
4. Patrick O'Neill 
5. Roger Calero 
6. Angel Lariscy 
7. Lisa Potash 

8. Diana Newberry 
9. Paul Pederson 
10. Olympia Newton 
11 . David Rosenfeld 
12. Romina Green 
13. Jason Alessio 
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Socialists step up 
sales, political work 
on the job, in unions 
BY JEREMY ROSE 
AND LIZBETH ROBINO 

OBERLIN, Ohio-"We are heading into 
a period of sharpening economic crisis and 
new wars by U.S. imperialism," said Betsy 
Farley in a report to a meeting of socialist 
workers here. Farley is a member of the 
United Mine Workers of America from north
east Pennsylvania's anthracite coalfields. 

Participants in the meeting focused their 
discussion on how to better organize and 
deepen their political work on the job and 
broadly among working people. There are 
many opportunities today to gain a hearing 
for working-class explanation of the world 
and a revolutionary perspective, speakers 
pointed out. 

Participating in the meeting were social
ist workers who are members of or work in 
industries that could be organized by three 
industrial unions: the United Mine Workers 
of America (UMWA). Union of Needle
trades, Industrial and Textile Employees 
(UNITE), and United Food and Commer
cial Workers (UFCW). The meeting took 
place here July 24, the day before the open
ing of the Socialist Workers Party conven
tion. The socialist workers met together in a 
joint session, then separately in their respec
tive fractions for further discussion. 

Brian Taylor, a member of the UMWA 
from Birmingham, Alabama, pointed to the 
political space open for socialist workers on 
the job and within the struggles of working 
people today. But, he said, there has been 
"a gap between the opportunities we face 
and how we have been organizing to take 
advantage of them." 

Maggie Trowe, a garment worker and 
UNITE member from New York City, 
added, "We have to use the political space 
open to us today. Otherwise it will not be 
there when war or other crises hit." Social
ist garment workers in New York helped set 
the pace along these lines in winning new 
readers during the spring subscription drive 
for the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. 

"There is plenty of action in the three in
dustries where we have chosen to establish 
fractions," Farley said, ''from union-organiz
ing drives in meatpacking, to contract fights 
by the United Mine Workers, to struggles 
around issues like black lung benefits, health 
and safety on the job, and fights by immi
grant workers for the right to obtain drivers 
licenses. We are part of this resistance. 

bought subscriptions to the Afilitant and 
Perspectiva Mundial during the recent sub
scription campaign. Many of the new read
ers were part of a successful fight to orga
nize a union at ConAgra Northern States 
Beef. "When co-workers see you staffing a 
literature table near the plant it adds to the 
discussion at work," explained Lizbeth 
Robino, an Omaha meat packer. Several new 
readers have helped promote the socialist 
publications among their co-workers. 

A Young Socialists member from Chicago 
described how participating in literature 
table teams in a workers district where the 
Chicago branch has decided to focus its ef
forts has complemented her work at a 
UNITE-organized sewing factory. Several 
co-workers asked her what she was doing 
after they drove by the literature table, open
ing up political discussions on the job. In 
mid-June, the company at this plant had the 
union's business agent arrested in the caf
eteria, provoking a discussion among work
ers about how to respond to this attack on 
the union. The union shop steward circu
lated a grievance against the arrest that most 
workers signed. 

Interest among coal miners 
Tony Lane, a coal miner from western 

Pennsylvania, discussed his experiences 
joining a sales team near the mine portal 
where he works. Lane, who is the SWP can
didate for governor of Pennsylvania, de
scribed how the election campaign has re
inforced the fraction's political work. He 
also emphasized the importance of setting 
up house meetings with co-workers and oth
ers we meet, especially since miners tend 
to live many miles and in different direc
tions from the mines where they work. 

Jeremy Rose, a coal miner from south
western Pennsylvania, described a recent 
Militant sales team to the southern West Vir
ginia coalfields that sold three subscriptions 
at mine portals and a number of single cop
ies of the paper. The particular issue of the 
Militant that week had no coverage of fights 
in the coalfields. and focused on 
Washington's push toward war against Iraq. 
At a mine portal, he reported, one miner told 
another that the Militant was the only paper 
that supported their 1993 strike. The sec
ond miner bought it, commenting, 'Tm not 
a communist or Islamic, but I want to know 
what you guys have to say." 

Following the fraction meetings, when the 

Militant/Leti: Eric Simpson. Top right: Clay Dennison. Right: Mark Severs 

Clockwise from left: Miami garment workers demand rec
ognition of UNITE union at Point Blank Body Armor in 
south Florida; selling the Militant at mine portal inAlabama; 
worker on strike against Washington Beef in Toppenish, 
Washington; miner applauds as rescue workers bring up 
trapped miners at Quecreek mine in Pennsylvania. 

socialist workers learned of the nine miners 
who were trapped in the flooded Quecreek 
mine in Somerset, Pennsylvania, Tony Lane 
and Jason Alessio, a Young Socialist and 
underground coal miner from Colorado, 
traveled to the mine site. They joined fam
ily, co-workers, and local residents in await
ing the rescue of the miners and gathered 
facts on the situation. 

'Routinism does not serve us' 
Socialist workers who are meat packers 

also discussed ways to build the party to
day in the packinghouses, an industry 
marked by increasing efforts by a layer of 
vanguard workers to advance fights for 
union recognition and improved working 
conditions. They approached this from the 
perspective that the spring subscription 
drive for the Militant and Perspectil'll 
Mundial is not over, but rather the work to 
transform the way they function has just 
begun. Joel Britton, a longtime leader of 
the SWP, said that "revolutionizing our 
functioning is affirming that we believe in 
ourselves and our party. Routinism does not 
serve us." 

Promoting the socialist workers election 
campaign can be an effective way to win 
co-workers to a communist perspective. 
Kari Sachs, a meat packer and the SWP can
didate for lieutenant governor in Minnesota. 
reported on success on the job in using the 
campaign to explain the program of the 
SWP. "Two co-workers are really pushing 
us to do daily political work because of their 

interest in our ideas. They are enthusiastic 
that we are running for office, and one wants 
to help us campaign," she said. 

Connie Allen, a textile worker at 
Pillowtex in Kannapolis. North Carolina. 
reported on widespread layotTs by textile 
companies across the south, including 600 
at the four-plant complex where she works. 
After a 25-year struggle. workers at the 
plants won union recognition in 1999. As 
they shed workers. the bosses attempt to in
crease the load on those remaining, while 
still meeting production goals. For many this 
has meant working through their breaks. 
"Workers most directly affected by this at
tempt to intensify production have protested 
these attacks on \vages," Allen said. 

This experience by the workers led to a 
discussion about the union. North Carolina 
is a "right-to-work-tor-less" state and mem
bership in the union is not compulsory, Allen 
explained. "We are part of this discussion 
about the importance of the union and how 
to strengthen it, as we resist the company's 
offensive. We are part of the stepped-up ef
fort to get co-workers to join the union." she 
said. 

Allen reported that sales of the ,\Ji!itant, 
Per.1pectim Mundial, and books and pam
phlets by Pathfinder Press outside the plant 
gate where she \VOrks has broadened the 
number of workers she can talk to inside 
the mill. 

Sam Manuel in Washington, D.C.. contrib
uted tu this article. "But that alone is meaningless unless we 

can politicize the work of our fractions," she 
said. "We need to focus on how we can build 
the party and its influence among workers 
today, including the recruitment of those 
individual workers who can be won to the 
communist movement. More people know 
we are communists than we think. If we are 
not discussing politics on the job they will 
get the idea that our party isn't serious." 

Young socialists discuss impact of convention 

Communist work at factory gates 
A key component in advancing this 

course is for every party branch and orga
nizing committee to carry out weekly po
litical work at plant gates and mine portals 
where communist workers are employed. As 
well as joining those sales, fraction mem
bers get out to a factory gate in another in
dustry each week. 

By selling the Militant and Penpectiva 
Mundial, revolutionary books and pam
phlets from Pathfinder Press, handing out 
election campaign flyers. and other activi
ties, socialist workers maximize the oppor
tunity to meet and discuss politics with co
workers. Several participants emphasized 
that, while each situation is different, in gen
eral the bolder the teams arc the more they 
get out of these efforts. 

Samuel Farley, who for two years has 
been part of a battle for union recognition 
at Dakota Premium Foods in St. Paul, Min
nesota, reported that when he joined the 
team selling socialist literature at his plant 
gate, "we sold three subscriptions to co
workers. This shows the respect that has 
been won by the party," he said. 

In Omaha, Nebraska, 25 meat packers 
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BY PAT RICK O'NEILL 
"I don't like capitalism," said Jabron 

Miller. "As a young Black man growing up 
in Philadelphia, it has made my life a living 
hell." 

Miller, who studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh, spoke to the Militant on July 27 
during the Socialist Workers Party conven
tion in Ohio. He was one of 25 people at
tending their first national gathering of the 
communist movement. Hailing from Aus
tralia, Canada, Iceland, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States, they in
cluded several members and contacts of the 
Young Socialists. 

The 20-year-old student is now looking for 
ways to take up the political sword against 
capitalist injustice. "I'm in the process of 
deciding whether or not I want to be a com
munist," he said. "This is the only group I've 
seen so far that is engaging in struggle." 

Bill, a 24-year-old meat packer trom West 
Africa, has also rejected the capitalist sys
tem and its propaganda. "Because of capi
talism there are a lot of problems in Africa, 
a lot of problems in my country," he said. 

The young worker, who was invited to 
the convention by SWP members he works 
alongside at a Minneapolis packing plant, 
has read books by Patrice Lumumba and 
other revolutionary leaders in Africa, along 
with a number of Pathfinder titles. "The 
more informed you are, the more confident 
you are to act," he said. 

Emily PauL 19, who joined the YS in Los 
Angeles four months ago, also spoke to 
Militant reporters. A student at California 
State University (CSU), she was impressed 
by the conduct of the com ention and how 
members of the SWP ''function in a way that 
gives everyone a chance to voice their opin
ion. It was cool seeing people from around 
the world trying to do the same lhing-rc
ally supporting what we're saying: 'work
ers of the world, unite,"' she said. 

Stephanie Taylor. 21, a college student in 
Brownsville. Texas. and a YS mei11ber for 
six months. commented that "we will see 
more interest in our movement as the crisis 
deepens." She stepped up her own political 
reading and activity with the accelerated war 
drive and attacks on workers' rights by 
Washington that followed the September II 
events. "After that, politics was really un
avoidable." she said. 

Need to recruit toYS 
For Alasdair MacDonald. 21. a YS mem

ber in Sydney. Australia .. the convention dis
cussions provided continuation of "the need 
to recruit to the YS." The growth of the youth 
organization will make the communist 
movement more attractive to older workers, 
too, he said. "They see the lifeblood of hu
manity at work." 

Like MacDonald and several others, 
Seamus Sheridan from London commented 
that the intensive reading and discussion 

involved in the Socialist Summer School 
provided invaluable preparation for the con
vention. Referring to one of the titles stud
ied in the six-week. 13-class school, he said. 
"Reading Their Trotsh and Ours was great. 
I had read it before. but this time it made 
more sense, once vou <Jo through discus-
sion with others." - > ~ 

For Robert Meyer. 23, the classes drove 
home the historic continuity of the commu
nist movement with revolutionary struggles 
of the past. A member of the YS in Omaha. 
Nebraska. Meyer works as a nurse aid in a 
hospital for the long-term care of critically 
ill patients. and sees at close quarters the 
"messed-up health system. You have to pay 
to stay alive." he said. 

"My expectations of the convention were 
to broaden and deepen my understanding 
of imperialism and the current world disor
der," wrote .Jon Tirsen from Stockholm. 
Sweden. in a .July 31 note to the Militant. 
"Instead. I received something more impor
tant. At the SWP CLmvention I learned that 
there is a solution to the built-in faults and 
injustices of our cuJTent social system. The 
working class must overthrow its oppres
sors and rebuild society according to more 
rational and human principles. 

"I learned that this revolution is not just 
possible and desired. ! t is ineYitablc andre
quired." 

i'vfaurice Williams contributed to this article. 



Senate hearings prepare war against Iraq 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Hearings conducted by the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee July 31-Au
gust I have affim1cd the bipartisan support 
for Washington's plans to militarily topple 
the government of Iraq. The only disputes 
have arisen over how U.S. imperialism could 
most effectively carry out that objective. 

Speaking to the press at the end of July, 
U.S. secretary of defense Donald Rumsfeld 
dismissed proposals to rely on a tightening 
of the economic blockade or a bombing as
sault as ways of overthrowing the govern
ment of Saddam Hussein; only a massive 
invasion by Washington, he said, could 
achieve the U.S. rulers' aims. 

"They have chemical weapons, they have 
biological weapons. They have an enormous 
appetite tor nuclear weapons." he stated. 

"The idea that it's easy to simply go do 
what you suggested ought to be done from 
the air. .. is a misunderstanding of the situa
tion," Rumsfcld told a reporter. "The Iraqis 
have a great deal of what they do deeply 
buried." 

When a reporter asked, "Where is the 
Pentagon and the U.S. military today in 
terms of planning for any possible military 
operation in Iraq'?" the defense secretary 
sidestepped the question, citing "a host of 
different contingencies and possibilities ... 
[that] have always been on-the-shelf plans~ 

sometimes they're called war plans." 
Others who testified at the Senate hear

ings included former senior military offic
ers and "experts" on Iraq. They said that tens 
of thousands of troops and an armada of 
warplanes, ships, and armored vehicles 
would be needed for an invasion. 

Democratic Sen. Joseph Biden, head of 
the committee, co-authored an opinion col
umn that appeared in the July 31 Nen· York 
Times with Sen. Richard Lugar, the 
committee's ranking Republican member. 
"President Bush has made clear his deter
mination to remove Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein from power~a goal many of us in 
Congress share," they wrote. 

Before the hearings began Bidcn said that 
he wanted ''to begin a dialogue" on how to 
overthrow the Iraqi government and have 
"a serious and open discussion about what 
is at stake." 

'Great sacrifices from American people' 
"This is not an action that can be sprung 

on the American people," said Lugar in his 
opening statement at the hearings. "We must 
estimate soberly the human and economic 
cost of war plans and postwar plans." 

He added that public debate is essential 
to win "strong public support" for military 
"actions that will require great sacrifices 
from the American people." 

Laying out what those "sacrifices" might 
be~and preparing the American people tor 
a future of guns without butter~Congress
man James Spratt, the senior Democrat on 
the House Budget Committee and a mem
ber of the Armed Services Committee. re
marked two days before the hearings that 
"since there is no surplus in the budget from 
which the cost [of war] could be paid, there 
will be trade-offs, making initiatives like 
Medicare drug coverage harder to do, and 
almost certainly there will be deeper defi
cits and more debt." 

While waging war is not "beyond our 
means," he said, ''We can't have it all." 

Region in turmoil 
King Abdullah of Jordan traveled to the 

United States for a brief visit with Bush that 
coincided with the Senate hearings. His 
comments echoed those of other Arab gov
ernment officials who have expressed some 
public queasiness about the political insta
bility a new imperialist war would provoke 
in the region. 

The prospect of war is "moving to the 
horizon much closer than we believed." 
Abdullah told the press upon his arrival in 
Washington. "Our concern." he said, is "that 
a miscalculation in Iraq would throw the 
whole area into turmoil." 

European imperialist powers have so far 

gone along with Washington's war plans. 
while trying to assert some influence by en
couraging the U.S. government to seek 
United Nations authorization for renewed 
military action. 

"Any attack would only be justified if a 
mandate was approved by the UN Security 
Council,'' said President Jacques Chirac of 
France July 30 after meeting with German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. "That is the 
position of Germany and France." 

According to the International Herald 
Tribune, U.S. government officials have 
stated that UN decisions are unnecessary, 
owing to Baghdad's alleged "defiance of 
past UN mandates"~including the expul
sion of so-called weapons monitors. 

The administration of William Clinton 
used Baghdad's restriction of the snooping 
activities of UN "weapon inspectors" as a 
pretext for launching a bombing campaign 
in December 1998 that destroyed schools, 
hospitals, grain depots, residential buildings, 
and military sites. 

In January the following year U.S. gov
ernment officials were forced to admit that 
the inspection teams were U.S. spies who 
carried surveillance equipment that allowed 
them to snoop on radio, cell phone, and 
walkie-talkie communications by Iraq's se
curity force. 

New U.S. economic data sends stocks falling 

Meanwhile, Washington has been laying 
the groundwork on several fronts for a mili
tary assault. In addition to building up its 
forces and striking power in the region, the 
U.S. government has built up its Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve by more than I 00 mil
lion barrels. BY JACK WILLEY 

The Commerce Department announced 
July 31 that economic growth declined 
sharply in the second quarter of 2002, and 
that last year's recession was both longer 
and deeper than earlier stated. The news sent 
the roller-coaster stock markets shooting 
down again, wiping out most gains from a 
temporary rally in late July. 

The bleak economic news~also echoed 
in Europe--comes amid bankruptcies of 
telecommunications and energy trading 
companies, and a spreading collapse of 
economies in Latin America. Unlike the 
stock market crash in 1987. the bursting of 
the 1990s bubble in equity markets is threat
ening the biggest U.S. banks. Financial in
stitutions such as J.P. Morgan Chase and 
Citicorp have massive holdings of dCJ·iva
tives and loans that arc "at risk" as these 
trends continue. 

The U.S. economy expanded at an annual 
rate of 1.1 percent in the second quarter, and 
consumer spending grew by just 1.9 percent, 
both considerable declines from the previ
ous two quarters. Businesses reduced spend
ing for the seventh consecutive quarter. 
breaking the record tor the longest such 
streak since the Commerce Department be
gan keeping records in 1947. Unemploy
ment remained stagnant in June with the 
official jobless rate at 5.9 percent. 

Commercial construction slumped 14 
percent in the second quarter and state and 
local government spending shrank by 1.1 
percent. Much-touted auto sales, which 
jumped in July, were spun·cd after General 
Motors, Ford, and DaimlerChrysler AG an
nounced interest-free financing and rebates 
similar to those offered last fall. Such of
fers dig deep into the profit rates of the auto 
giants. 

After originally reporting that the 
economy shrank only in the third quarter of 
200 I, the Commerce Department revised its 
figures to show a decline throughout the first 
three quarters of last year. 

Bourgeois commentators are now openly 
talking about a "double dip recession"~that 
the economy may be on the cusp of a sec
ond downturn in the business cycle in two 
years. 

Stock market's long decline 
Since its peak in early 2000, the Dow 

Jones Industrial Average is off 30 percent 
and the Nasdaq has crashed 75 percent in 
the same period. Some $7.7 trillion in pa
per values has been wiped out since the 
markets peaked in March 2000. 

The banks face a near-record pace of debt 
default by U.S. companies and S 155 billion 
of debt has fallen from investment-grade rat
ings to junk ratings so far this year. In Latin 
America, Brazil's economy is teetering on 
the brink of collapse under the weight of 
$250 billion in foreign debt. largely owed 
to U.S. banks. The economies ofArgentina, 

Paraguay, and Uruguay are already in the 
midst of a a free- fall. Hundreds of billions 
of dollars of uncollectible loans made by 
the major banking institutions are now 
threatening a banking crisis. 

Two large banking institutions in the 
United States that have given loans to the 
energy and telecommunications industries 
are being battered by the financial crises in 
those industries. The 

Bankruptcies are spreading in the airline 
industry, which received a $! 0 billion gov
ernment bailout last September. Carriers tly 
with only 80 percent to 85 percent of the 
passengers they did a year ago. Midway 
Airlines, in bankruptcy protection for a year, 
ceased operations in July. Sun Country was 
grounded and forced into bankruptcy when 

Continued on Page 12 

The purchases of oil account for more 
than half the growth in demand for oil this 
year. 

The reserve could be used to sell4.2 mil
lion barrels of oil a day to compensate for 
the I million barrels of Iraqi oil that would 
reportedly stop flowing because of U.S. 
military attacks. 

stock of Citigroup, the 
third largest corporate 
lender in the United 
States, fell 16 percent 
July 23, shaving S26 
billion off its market 
value in one day and 
leaving it down nearly 
50 percent for the year. 
J.P. Morgan Chase's 
stock is down 31 per
cent for the year. 
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a rossmg, an · 
WorldCom~havc filed for bankruptcy, in 
effect defaulting on their debt payments. 
Another major player, Qwest Communica
tions International, recently reported that it 
had exaggerated revenue and understated 
costs over the last three years. The industry 
faces overcapacity. Of the long haul fiber 
optic lines built by these companies in the 
United States, some 95 percent remain un
used. Overseas, companies such as Deutsche 
Telekom and France Telecom, overloaded 
with debt, are spiraling toward disaster. 

SomeS I trillion in local phone company 
market value is "at risk" worldwide, accord
ing to USA Today. Big-business economists 
arc suggesting that more telecommunica
tions companies will be forced into bank
ruptcy to rid themselves of debt and stay 
competitive. 

"The end game is that all the long-dis
tance carriers go bankrupt," said Susan 
Kalla, analyst at Friedman Billings Ramsey. 
"If the name of the game is to wipe out 
debt...it's likely they'll all take advantage 
of that." 

The chairman of the Federal Communi
cations Commission, Michael Powell. 
blamed the collapse of telecommunications 
companies on "a near-hysterical belief that 
the opportunities for growth were limitless. 
Very few did not get swept up in the hot 
air." 

Stock shares in energy traders have plum
meted after rising to heights well beyond 
the value of the companies themselves. 
Dynergy and Mirant have posted second
quarter losses in the hundreds of millions 
of dollars. Since the bankruptcy of Enron 
in December~the second-largest in his
tory~Dynergy's stock has plunged more 
than 95 percent and Mirant's by 75 percent. 

-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS--
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Eyewitness Report on Pennsylvania Mine Di
saster: Behind the Government/Coal Com
pany Coverup. Speaker: Jason Alessio, Social
ist Workers Party, member. United Mine Work
ers Local 1984 in Colorado, recently returned 
from visit to Somerset Pennsylvania. site of mine 
flood and rescue of nine miners. SaL Aug. 17, 
7:00p.m. reception, 7:30p.m. program. 4229 S. 
Central A1·enue .. Tel: (323) 233-9372. 
San Francisco 
Eyewitness Report on Pennsylvania Mine Di
saster: Behind the Government/Coal Com
pany Coverup. Speaker: Jason Alessio, Social
ist Workers Party, member, United Mine Work
ers Local 1984 in Colorado, recently returned 
from visit to Somerset Pennsylvania, site of mine 
flood and rescue of nine miners. Sun .. Aug. 18. 
I :00 p.m. reception, 2:00 p.m. program. 3926 
,lvfission St. Donation: $7. Tel: (415) 584-2135. 

IOWA 
Des Moines 
Storm Lake Investigation: Rulers Assault 
Women's Rights and Right to Privacy. Fri., 
Aug. 16. 7:30p.m. 3720 nth Amwe. Tel. (515) 
288-2970. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
The Economic Crisis in South America and 
Working-Class Resistance. Fri .. Aug. 16. 7:30 
p.m. 4208 W Verno1: Tel: (313) 554-0504. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Defend the Cuban Revolution. Speaker: Mike 

Taber, Socialist Workers Party. Fri .. Aug. 9. 7:30 
p.m. loR Bloomfield A1·e., 2nd Flo01: Donation: 
$5. Tel: (973) 4?!1-0077. 

NEW YORK 
Brooklyn 
Capitalism's March toward \Var and Economic 
Depression: Hear the Socialist Candidates 
Present a Working-Class Alternative. Speakers: 
Socialist Workers candidates Martin Koppel. for 
govemor of New York:Arrin Hawkins. for lt. gov.: 
Paul Pederson. for U.S. Congress. 12th C.D. Fri .. 
Aug. 9. 7:30p.m. Dinner at 6:30p.m. 372A 53rd 
Sr. (at 4th Ave.) Donation: S5 program, So din
ne~: Tel: (7/8) 567-80/4. 
Garment District 
The Mine Flood in Pennsylvania: Labor's 
Fight for Safety. Speaker: Patrick O'Neill, Mili
tallt correspondent. Fri., Aug. 9, 7:30p.m. Din
ner at 6:30p.m. 
Eyewitness Report: the Crisis in Latin 
America. Speakers: Martin KoppeL Socialist 
Workers candidate for governor of New York, 
and Romina Green. Young Socialists, participants 
in Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialists 
team to Paraguay and Argentina. Fri .. Aug. 16, 
7:30p.m. Dinner at 6:30p.m. Both events at 545 
8th A1·enue. 14th Flo01: Donation: $5 dinne1; $4 
program. Tel: (2/2) 693-7358. 

Upper Manhattan 
Capitalism's March toward War and Eco
nomic Depression: Hear the Socialist Candi
dates Present a Working-Class Alternative. 
Speakers: Socialist Workers candidates Bill 
Estrada, union meat packer, for U.S. Congress. 
15th C.D.; Margaret TrO\ve. union garment 
worker. for U.S. Congress. 14th C. D. Fri., Aug. 
9, 7:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 599 W /87th 
Street, 2nd Flom: Donation: $5 dinna $5 pro
gram. Tel: (212) 740-4611. 

August 19, 2002 The Militant 11 



-EDITORIALS---------

Washington's use of 'dirty bombs' 
Fifty-seven years ago, on August 6 andAugust 9, 1945, 

U.S. imperialism dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This horrendous crime 
remains the only time nuclear weapons have been used 
against humanity. 

The bombs were the "dirtiest" nuclear weapons imag
inable. They killed over 220,000 people instantly and left 
entire generations condemned to slowly die from long
term illnesses. It is an atrocity the U.S. rulers not only 
never apologized for, but defend to this day. 

For decades U.S. government officials and other apolo
gists for imperialism have justified Washington's decision 
to drop the bombs as necessary to save "American lives" 
and end the war. Of course this is always the justification 
of an empire, and will continue to be the banner under 
which the U.S. rulers inflict brutalities on humanity. 

But this rationalization covers up the real truth. Wash
ington made the cold-blooded decision to incinerate the 
civilian populations in these two Japanese cities to send a 
message to its imperialist rivals and working people around 
the world. Their message was loud and clear: we not only 
have the bomb but are more than willing to use it to ad
vance our imperial prerogatives. 

The same bipartisan gang in Washington is also respon
sible for the succession of atrocities carried out against 
the peoples of Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and more recently in 

Afghanistan. 
These facts are important to remember today as Wash

ington claims the moral right to organize "preemptive" 
strikes against other nations to prevent them from devel
oping long-range delivery systems and weapons of mass 
destruction. Despite announcements it will cut the num
ber of active nuclear warheads in its arsenal, the U.S. rul
ers still have enough of the weapons to make the rubble 
bounce many times over. By pressing to develop and de
ploy an antimissile system, Washington not only seeks to 
"defend" U.S. territory, but also to use nuclear blackmail 
with impunity against any country in the world. 

The fight to prevent the U.S. government from again 
raining down nuclear weapons on working people is a 
battle to overthrow the war makers. As capitalism sinks 
deeper into crisis and the financial implosion of the eco
nomic bubble continues, the threat of a world depression 
looms on the horizon. 

The last temporary stabilization of capitalism coming 
out of a similar crisis was possible only through a devas
tating depression and inter-imperialist world war, capped 
by the bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The only 
road for working people out of such a future is to mount a 
revolutionary struggle to take power out of the hands of 
the superwealthy few and put in place a workers and farm
ers government. 

The socialist alternative in 2002 
Continued from front page 
spreading world economic crisis. These include garment 
workers in Florida mobilizing to win union representa
tion; fanners in the South fighting racist discrimination 
by the department of agriculture; coal miners resisting 
the bosses' productivity drive and disregard for safety; 
longshore workers on the West Coast standing up to anti
union moves and federal strikebreaking threats; and work
ers organizing protests to oppose INS raids and deporta
tions and restrictions on immigrants' ability to receive 
drivers' licenses. 

Socialist Workers candidates point to the enormous so
cial, economic, and political power of working people and 
the possibility and necessity of fighting for workers power: 
a government of workers and farmers that can begin to 
transform society in the interests of the vast majority. 

As they speak out at "soapboxing" street meetings, ex
tend solidarity to workers on strike picket lines, and join 
other fronts of the resistance, the socialist campaigners 
explain that the U.S. rulers' probes against workers' rights, 
the imperialist drive toward war, and the employers' drive 
against workers' wages and conditions on the job are all 
part of the deadly response of the superwealthy rulers to 
the crisis and weakness of their system of domination. 
Successive Democratic and Republican party administra
tions-on the federal, state, and local level-have orga
nized each round of assaults on workers and farmers, and 
are preparing the attacks to come. 

Well before September 11, 2001, the seeds were sown 
under the eight-year administration of William Clinton 
for the growing federalization of policing, the building 

up of a Northern Command to use the U.S. military at 
home, and the jailing of citizens without charges along 
with secret jailings and trials of those without "proper" 
papers. 

The U.S. rulers are not only using their military might 
as they march humanity toward catastrophe. The Clinton 
administration accelerated the use of trade conflicts as a 
lever for the U.S. rulers against their imperialist rivals and 
semi colonial countries. The bipartisan imposition of steep 
steel tariffs by the Bush White House was an economic 
act of war along these lines. Washington will also use cur
rency conflicts as part of its growing aggressiveness. 

Socialist Workers campaigners explain that these mo
tive forces within the imperialist economy arc converg
ing toward a debt implosion and economic depression, 
and put forward a program for working people to defend 
themselves in face of this. 

Their campaign points to the need for labor to chart an 
independent working-class course, to break from the two
party shell game, and challenge the bosses in the political 
arena. The socialist campaign offers working people and 
youth involved in fights an arena in which to take a stand 
that advances the interests of all working people. 

The Militant will provide regular coverage of these cam
paigns, keep readers informed of the activities of young 
socialists, and run statements by candidates like those in 
this issue. We encourage everyone who supports these 
perspectives to campaign together with other revolution
ary-minded working people and youth as an effective 
means ofbuilding a fighting vanguard capable of leading 
the future mass battles of workers and farmers to victory. 

Back West Coast dockworkers 
The Militant is turning over space on our editorial 

page to this July 18 statement on the longshore work
ers' fight by the Socialist Workers 2002 campaign in 
California. The California ticket is headed by Nan 
Bailey for governor, William Kalman for lieutenant 
governor, and Olympia Newton for secretary of state. 

Some l 0,000 dockworkers at twenty-nine West Coast 
deep water ports, represented by the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) are waging an 
important battle against the shipping companies and the 
Pacific Maritime Association. The outcome of this fight 
will have an impact on other labor struggles as well. 

The ILWU contract expired July l, as did the agree
ment covering Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) Local 790 port workers. Also, port truck drivers, 
the lowest paid workers on the waterfront, are seeking to 
affiliate with the Teamsters to improve their pay and con
ditions. The shipping bosses are out to "increase produc
tivity," which means using the latest technology to make 
longshore workers work harder and faster. 

The bosses have also refused to maintain health and 
pension benefits at their current levels, and want union 
members and retirees to begin contributing toward their 
medical expenses. By increasing labor productivity and 
cutting back on ''expenses" like medical care, the U.S. 
shipping bosses hope to better compete against their Eu
ropean counterparts. 

The big business press is portraying the longshoremen 
as greedy and overpaid. But these higher wages and bet
ter working conditions were won in struggle and help all 
working people to be on a stronger footing to tight back. 
These gains should be supported by all working people. 

The drive of the shipping companies against the dock 
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unionists is being aided by the U.S. government's plans 
to fight "terrorism" on the waterfront. Both Democrats 
and Republicans in Congress are working on a "Maritime 
Security Bill" that would prevent anyone convicted of 
certain crimes-including sedition-from working cer
tain seaport jobs; establish special port "security" com
mittees; require dockworkers, truck drivers and other 
workers to wear special ID cards; force all seafarers to be 
"re-credentialed" and carry an electronic card from ship 
to ship; and increase the presence of the Coast Guard and 
police on the waterfront. 

The Socialist Workers campaign calls on working 
people to support the fight ofTLWU members, the SEIU 
members, and port truckers against the shippers and the 
Pacific Maritime Association. The entire labor movement 
should oppose the use of the "war on terrorism" to launch 
further attacks against workers rights. 

We urge all working people to also join us in the fight 
to replace the capitalist government that defends the in
terests of the shipping bosses with a workers and farmers 
government. Such a government would defend all ex
ploited producers from the ravages of the capitalist wages 
system and join in the worldwide fight for socialism-a 
society based on human needs and solidarity. 

As we go to press ... 
The Labor Department announced that the Bush ad

ministration has convened a special task force with of
ficials from the Commerce, Labor, Transportation, and 
Homeland Security departments to explore federal in
tervention against the longshore workers, including de
claring a national economic emergency to prevent a 
strike for 90 days. 

Stocks slump 
with new 
economic data 
Continued from Page 11 
its creditors demanded to be paid in January. The com
pany emerged in a shrunken form after investors in April 
purchased some of its assets. Vanguard Airlines, twice re
jected by the government for federal loan guarantees from 
the industry bailout, shuttered its doors July 30. 

In July the U.S. Senate postponed a vote on legislation 
that would force individuals to pay back credit card com
panies and others instead of wiping out debt by filing for 
bankruptcy. As consumer debt has reached record highs, 
banking and credit card companies have pressed for laws 
that crack down on middle class and working people. In 
order to win support from enough Democrats to pass the 
legislation, Republican leaders agreed to an amendment 
that would bar antiabortion rightists from using bankruptcy 
to get out of paying fines imposed for blockading facili
ties that provide abortion. Several Republicans withdrew 
their support over the amendment and demanded it be 
removed before they vote in favor of the bill. 

Stephen Roach, a top official at Morgan Stanley, noted 
there is little the federal government can do to generate 
an economic upturn. In an interview with the International 
Herald Tribune. he said that a double-dip recession "is 
not the end of the world. Given the excesses that we built 
up during the bubble, sadly we probably need a double 
dip to begin the painful process of purging those excesses." 

"I don't think policy can do much to avoid that," he 
said of the U.S. government. "The Federal Reserve cut 
interest rates by 4. 75 percentage points, and it hasn't made 
much of a difference." 

Quecreek mine 
Continued from Page 4 
than the industry as a whole. 

The disaster occurs in the context of government bud
get cuts to mine safety, a rise in the number of fatal acci
dents, and questions about the functioning of MSHA in 
the wake of the mine explosion in Brookwood, Alabama, 
in September 200 I, which took the lives of 13 workers. 
Last year 42 mine workers were killed on the job, as the 
fatality rate climbed for the third straight year. So far this 
year, 17 miners have been killed. 

MSHA's 2003 budget calls for a 5>4.7 million cut in its 
coal enforcement program along with a reduction of 65 
full-time employees. "We thought you need to look at other 
tools beyond just enforcement." MSHA director David 
Lauriski said. 

Both state and federal safety officials have taken the 
occasion of the recent flood to praise the safety levels of 
the mining industry. DEP spokesman Lasher said, "The 
technology is improving and we're continuing to enforce 
safety regulations. The industry has done a good job com
plying with those regulations." 

However, more coal is being mined with fewer fatal 
accidents today as a result of a major increase in produc
tivity. Over the last 20 years, the percentage of miners 
injured or killed on the job has remained unchanged, while 
the number of miners has decreased from 149.000 in 1990 
to 77,000 today. 

Tony Lane is a member oj'UJV!W4 Local/248 at the Maple 
Creek mine in southwestern Penns\1vania. 

Monopolies profit 
Continued from Page 3 
Bounds for the Financial Times, and "farn1ers are head
ing for the cities." 

Growers have tried switching crops only to find them
selves "on the verge of bankruptcy after trying to com
pete against U.S. farmers receiving generous subsidies 
from Washington," the Wall Street Journal repot1ed. The 
head of the United Nations Development Program has 
estimated that these subsidies cost semicolonial countries 
about S50 billion a year in lost agricultural exports. 

Some farmers have begun organizing protests to de
fend their livelihoods. On June 25, more than l ,000 people 
in Nicaragua blocked the lnteramerican highway, reported 
the Financial Times, "in the tlrst of what promises to be a 
series of actions to press for state aid." 
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-GREAT SOCJEJY-----------------
Probably bill them for costs

At a news conference, five of the 
nine previously trapped Pennsyl
vania coal miners expressed 

gotten a phone call or a visit from 
them." The company declined 
comment. 

lie scorn."-News headline 16 headline. parently means being well
dressed. 

Sea change-The San Fran
cisco Chronicle column "Two 
Cents" queried readers, "Is Ameri
can capitalism broken beyond re
pair?" Of the seven published re
sponses a majority took a dim view 
of the state of the system. Our fa
vorite: "American capitalism isn't 
broken ... But if enough Americans 
get mad enough, maybe we can 
break it ourselves." 

The stick-it-to-them society
"U .S. regulators more than double 
the top price at which generators 
can sell electricity in the state."
Los Angeles Times. 

Chew on this one-Vermont's 
top court knocked out a state Med
icaid policy that provided only full 
sets of false teeth. If you had some 
remaining good teeth, they had to 
be pulled out to get the full set of 
dentures. 

Royal enforcer-The Queen of 
England, owner of the spiffy Ascot 
horse-race track. had three BBCTV 
crew members thrown out. Alleg
edly one was wearing aT-shirt and 
the other two lacked neckties. Men 
are "encouraged" to wear jackets at 
Ascot and there's a dress code for 
women. 

No divine guidance?-The 
Church of England may have to 
sell off valuable treasures and per
haps restructure itself financially. 
Its recent stock market losses to
tal some $1.6 billion, nearly 20 
percent of its estimated total as
sets. 

thanks for the outpouring of pub
lic support. They also noted that 
the company had not bothered to 
contact them since their rescue. "I 
haven't heard from them," said 
miner Blaine Mayhugh. "Haven't 

Tough situation-"For CEOs 
it's a lot lonelier at the top-The 
pay and perks still are lavish, but 
many executives bristle at the pub-

Tuned out?-We're late in re
porting it, but we try to keep up with 
the news. Like: "Market slide con
tinues despite Bush speech"-July 

Like at Ascot?-Sir Roderick 
Floud, a top UK education official. 
said winning a college degree 
should include "employability." 
Graduates, particularly from work
ing-class and "ethnic" back
grounds should be "oven ready" 
for potential employers. This ap-

March of civilization-The 
government of the United Kingdom 
is moving to scrap the "double jeop
ardy" rule enacted 800 years ago. 
The new rule would permit those 
cleared on murder, rape, or armed 
robbery charges to be retried for the 
same cnmes. 

Case exposes prison goon squad in New Zealand 
BY AGNES SULLIVAN 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand-Rev
elations about an officially-sanctioned para
military goon squad that terrorized prison
ers at the Paparua jail complex outside 
Christchurch have outraged working people. 
The exposure of the outfit's violent acts have 
led to numerous calls for investigations and 

AS I SEE IT 
reforms, from conservative and liberal 
forces alike. 

The brutal activities of the outfit were 
forced to public attention by prisoners, espe
cially after the death of a fellow inmate at 
the hands of the squad. Prison officials have 
since moved to close down the squad. Work
ing people and youth should join in condemn
ing the goon squad's actions, and welcome 
the resistance demonstrated by workers who 
are behind prison walls as reinforcing the 
fight to overthrow the brutal system of capi
talist exploitation and oppression. 

The goon squad, which was set up in 
1999, was a specially trained Emergency 
Response Unit (ERU) made up of prison 
officers. With knowledge of prison authori
ties, the thugs conducted nighttime sweeps 
through the complex of three prisons to in
timidate prisoners. At times they included 
off-duty police officers. military police, 
other military personnel, and officers of the 
Department of Customs. The ERU con
ducted its sweeps in all three prisons, in
cluding the women's unit. 

Abuses revealed 
Many of the details of the squad's activi

ties came to light in May this year through 
the Employment Court. Nigel French, a 
fanner member of the goon squad, filed suit 
in the court against the Corrections Depart
ment. French is demanding compensation 
from the department, saying he suffers clini
cal depression and "post-traumatic stress 
disorder." French says his condition began 
after he and four other guards overpowered 
prisoner David Haimona in 1999. 

According to French, Haimona had bar
ricaded himself in his cell and was attempt
ing to set it alight. As the goon squad forced 
an entry, French claimed, Haimona tried to 
strangle him. The NeH' Zealand Herald re
ported that Haimona "died of an apparent 
heart attack in November 1999 as a result 
of being overpowered by five guards and 
put in a restraint hold." The coroner has yet 
to report his findings. 

The prisoners' outraged response to 
Haimona's death was described by Timo
thy Gladstone, a former prison officer at the 
court hearing. He said that French was 
branded a "murderer" and that the reaction 
from prisoners got so bad that Gladstone 
refused, on "safety grounds," to go into the 
east and central wings with French to round 
up inmates for drug testing. Prisoners would 
join in shouting out "murderer" each time 
French appeared. 

During their reign of terror. ERU thugs 
would conduct sweeps to test "inmate com
pliance." Dressed in full riot gear, they 
would advance through the high security 
east wing of the main prison, deliberately 
waking prisoners by stomping their feet in 
unison, and repeatedly rattling cell doors to 
try to provoke a reaction. 

The outfit used riot shields to force pris
oners onto their bunks. They would also 
shine a red laser light from a nearby roof-

top into prison cells to make prisoners think 
police armed offenders' squad (AOS) rifles 
were trained on them. If a prisoner reacted 
to the cumulative psychological onslaught, 
the goon squad would then burst into their 
cell, using a hydraulic door opener if needed. 

Prisoners lodged legal protests with the 
Ombudsman's Office, a state agency 
charged with fielding complaints against 
government departments. An inquiry from 
the Howard League for Penal Reform was 
met by an assurance from the prison war
den about the goon squad's "high profes
sionalism." 

As the revelations continued the position 
of the goon squad became less and less ten
able. It was disbanded by prison officials in 
June 2000. An in-house inquiry recom
mended that the ERU head, deputy, and sec
ond deputy all be dismissed. All three con
tinue to be employed by the Corrections 
Department, however. 

The head thug, Anthony Bird, had spent 
10 years in the police, including the AOS. 
Bird told the Press in a May 14 interview 
that Haimona's death was "a fact of life in 
the prison, especially in the line of work the 
ERU was trained for." Paparua prison site 
manager Rushton admitted in the Employ
ment Court that he was kept fully briefed 
on goon squad actions. 

Matthew Robson, the Labour-led govern
ment Minister of Corrections, has refused to 
respond to the revelations and the Employ
ment Court judge has reserved his decision. 

Father James Consedine, a prison chap
lain, expressed disbelief that goon squad 
practices could be tolerated and practiced in 
"our state-run prisons." Calls for an inquiry 
came from the Howard League for Penal 
Reform, the rightist-leaning New Zealand 
First party, and the Christchurch Press. 

The paper editorialized May 25, "Had this 
taken place in an African dictatorship, not 
an eye would blink. But New Zealand was 
the setting-a nation that has always put a 
priority on the State being able to deploy 
only disciplined and sanctioned force. The 
Goon Squad violated those traditions." 

'Disciplined and sanctioned force' 
But prisons, goon squads, and the every

day brutalities against workers behind bars 
are very much part of the "disciplined and 
sanctioned force" that the capitalist state 
metes out-on a daily basis and in a variety 
of ways-to working people. 

-LETTERS 
Easier to read 

I received my copy of the Militant today. 
Stunning!!! I typically read the paper on
line in part because I find it easier to read 
on-line as opposed to newsprint. The 
changes made in printing the Militant may 
have been based primarily on economics 
and efficiency, which are important for the 
newspaper, but they also make for much 
easier reading. 
Amanda Ulman 
by e-mail 

Same working-class news 
The new look of the paper is okay, but 

the main thing is the quality of news and 
editorials is still the same honest, working
class news as it has been since the Militant 
began. 

I didn't know much about Paraguay, let 
alone the news about the previous 35-year 
dictatorship and the political space that has 

These are not "our" prisons: they are the 
prisons of the capitalist ruling class and the 
governments that serve them. They are a 
necessary part of the workings of a system 
in which a tiny wealthy minority defends 
its prerogatives, power, and interests against 
the great majority. They are part of the vio
lence of an imperialist ruling class, that ex
tends the brutality it uses at home to work
ers and farmers worldwide. 

And outfits like the goons are not just the 
result of a few "bad apples" or misguided 
policies. Prison guards, like police officers, 
are agents of the system and act as enforc
ers against working people, usually in the 
expectation that they arc "above the law." 

The growing police and prison guard vio
lence today point to the reality of what capi-

talism has to offer working people. The 
number of working people behind bars in 
New Zealand has increased 33 percent since 
1991. While New Zealand has no official 
death penalty, seven prisoners in the Paparua 
prison complex died in 200 I and three so 
far in 2002. And the fact that more than 50 
percent of the prison population is Maori 
points to the racism and national oppression 
that permeates every institution of capital
ist society in New Zealand. 

Part of the rulers' ideological offensive 
is to break workers' confidence and sense 
of self-worth, especially inside prison walls, 
while numbing solidarity by labeling sec
tions of the working class as "criminal." The 
rulers want to divide workers by convinc-

Continued on Page 15 

Workers strike for a contract 
at Dominion Virginia Power 

I' 
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Militant/Lea Shem1an 
Some 3,700 members of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 50 at Dominion Virginia Power Company went on strike August 3 after 
contract negotiations broke down over a company proposal to cut retirement 
benefits and increase health-care premiums for retirees. Company officials said 
that the proposed contract would bring union members benefits in line with the 
13,000 other nonunion employees at Dominion. 

opened up since then, until I read the article 
in the July 29 issue of the Militant. 

I guess workers in Paraguay knew as little 
about us as I had about them, because they 
couldn't believe there were revolutionaries 
inside the United States. 

Enclosed is a contribution to keep mak
ing these reporting teams possible. 
Amy Lowenstein 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 

'Militant' is indispensable 
Here's a small contribution to help with 

the costs of the reporting trips to Latin 
America. As usual, the Militant is indispens
able for thinking workers who are trying to 
understand the events unfolding in the world. 

I've just finished reading the first article 
from the team in Paraguay. It was excellent. 
Keep up the good work. 
Mike Galati 
Nnv York, New York 

The Militant is encouraging its support
ers to contribute to its Travel Fund to help 
finance teams to Argentina and Para
guay; Cuba; and Venezuela over the past 
month. 

Coverage, such as that in this week's 
issue, as well as ongoing articles about the 
situation in Latin America, would not be 
possible without your generous contribu
tions. 

To make a contribution, send a check 
or money order to The Militant, 410 West 
St., New York, NY 10014. Note "Travel 
Fund" on the check. 

The letters column is an open forum for 
all viewpoints on subjects of interest to 
working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. Where 
necessary they will be abridged. Please 
indicate if you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full name. 
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Why defenders of capitalism attack materialism 
Printed below is an excerpt from The 

Origins ol Materialism: The evolution of 
a scientific view of the world by George 
Novack, one of Pathfinder's Books of the 
Month for August. The piece quoted is 
from the foreword to the book by Novack. 
Copyright © 1965 by Pathfinder Press, 
reprinted by permission. Subheadings are 
by the Militant. 

BY GEORGE NOVACK 
Why has the history of materialism been 

so neglected and distorted? The materialist 

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH 
philosophy was born in opposition to the 
archaic religious outlook of an agricultural 
aristocracy by the new forces of a commer
cial slave society. It has had to contend for 
"'living space" against conservative master 
classes ever since. 

In Greece, not only materialism but the 
mere exercise of methodical reasoning, di
rected as it had to be against old religious 
ideas and sanctified customs and institu
tions, was dangerous. Many Greek philoso
phers suffered persecution, were expelled 
from their communities, and even put to 
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death for their teachings. In the Athens of 
Pericles, Anaxagoras was condemned for 
irreligion and forced to flee for having said 
that the sun was a "glowing mass of stone" 
and the moon was of earthly nature. Didn't 
the priesthood teach that the sun and the 
moon were divine beings and wasn't reli
gion one of the means for holding the masses 
in check? 

It was even more perilous to profess ma
terialist ideas in the Middle Ages under pen
alty of being condemned for heresy like 
Roger Bacon, excommunicated from the 
Church or killed. Such was the fate inflicted 
on Giordano Bruno as late as the 17th cen
tury. 

Materialist-minded thinkers were 
hounded and their ideas anathematized 
throughout the bourgeois epoch. Hundreds 
of cases could be cited from the expulsion 
of Descartes from France through Spinoza's 
excommunication from the Jewish commu
nity of Amsterdam to the attacks upon 
Hobbes and Joseph Priestley in England. 
Not all of these persecuted philosophers 
were thoroughgoing materialists. But there 
was enough of a materialist bent in their 
criticisms of the prevailing religious and 
idealist doctrines to render them suspect of 
unorthodoxy and susceptible to punishment. 

Motive force for scientific progress 
Up to our time materialist thinkers and 

their adherents have almost always and ev
erywhere been in a minority. Some have 
been forced to lead a hole-and-corner ex
istence and often to withhold the full impli
cations of their ideas. They have been the 
oppressed tendency in the field of philoso
phy. However extensive its influence has 
been at times in certain departments, the 
materialist outlook has never yet ruled so
ciety or the intellectual world as a whole. 
Nevertheless, the ideas of the materialist 
scholars and scientists have been among the 
greatest motive forces of ideological and 
scientific progress. They have inspired ep
och-making achievements in natural science 
from the broaching of the atomic hypoth
esis by the Greeks to Darwin's theory of 
organic evolution. 

Despite all this, the materialist viewpoint 
is still unpopular throughout the Western 
world, and not least in the United States. 
Materialism is disfavored not only because 
it is the principal theoretical weapon against 

supernaturalism, spiritualism and 
obscurantism of all kinds. It is so vehe
mently fought nowadays because the mate
rialist philosophy has become so closely 
associated with the Socialist movement and 
Marxism, with the struggles of the workers 
for liberation from capitalism, with politi
cal opposition to the established order. 

The struggle between materialism and its 
opponents which began over 2,500 years 
ago is still being waged around us. The de
fenders of capitalism from the universities 
and churches to the agencies of mass pro
paganda exert persistent efforts to ward off 
the penetration of materialist thinking. Here 
is one typical instance. 

The Luce publication. Lif"e. the most 
widely circulated magazine in the United 
States, is one of the most vigilant partici
pants in the anti-materialist crusade. In 1956 
it published a series on The Epic of Man 
which presented the latest findings of sci
ence on the origins of civilization. It was 
impossible to make such a report without 
undermining, at least by implication, ortho
dox Christianity. If, as the theory of evolu
tion undeniably demonstrates, mankind rose 
up out of the animal kingdom, then what 
credence can be given to Adam and Eve and 
similar fables of man's divine parentage? 

The editors hastened to steer their read
ers away from any materialist heresy. "The 
materialist cosmogony," they wrote. "has 
proven just as unsatisfactory as a literal read
ing of Genesis, or as Ptolemy's earth-cen
tered welkin. or as the clock-work universe 
of Newton. And the secret of man's origin 
and purpose on this planet remains no more 
and no less mysterious than before.'' All the 
conclusions of science. that is to say. tell us 
nothing more than the Israelite tribes knew 
about the development of the world and the 
destiny of mankind! 

Eternal morality counterposed to science 
Having thus disposed of "the materialist 

cosmogony"-and obliterated the results of 
science in the bargain-the editors point to 
the emergence and activity of"conscience" 
as the decisive proof of man's divine na
ture. They counterpose eternal morality to 
the conclusions of modern science based 
upon the method of materialism. The theo
retical arguments of these apologists for the 
existence of God are as weak as their finan
cial resources and influence are immense. 

But one thing is plain. These defenders 
of religion and capitalism regard material
ism as the main ideological enemy to be 
overcome even at the cost of scientific sui
cide. These brains at work in skyscrapers 
fall into line with the adversaries of materi
alism in ancient Greece, the heresy-hunters 
of Catholic Europe, and the Baptist bump
kins who tried to ban the teachings of Dar
winism in Tennessee decades ago. 

The issues between the materialists and 
anti-materialists have immense practical 
importance and are far from being settled 
in real life. This gives our theoretical study 
its social and political purpose. 

In this prolonged and unfinished contest 
for supremacy between materialism and 
anti-materialism, science and religion. en
lightenment and obscurantism, there is no 
doubt which will eventually be victorious. 
Although materialism does not command 
the field in philosophy or in everyday af
fairs. on the historical scale it has been gain
ing and consolidating its ground. It has rich 
traditions, an ever-growing content and the 
most diversified applications. It operates 
today upon much firmer foundations than 
in the past and has far keener weapons with 
which to combat its adversaries and solve 
the problems of science and society. 

Materialism receives constant confirma
tion from the onward march and verified 
results of technology. the sciences and the 
developments of industry. It is further forti
tied by the progress of the class struggle and 
the successes of the international workers 
movement. It derives the most powerful so
cial support and fresh sources of replenish
ment from the activities of the masses in 
their quest for a better life. 

But its biggest battles lie ahead. As in its 
infancy, materialism has still to contend for 
its rightful place as the outlook of emanci
pated humanity. Its definitive triumph in the 
domain of thought is still to come. May this 
introduction to its early history help bring 
that conquest closer. 
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West Coast dockers 
defy bosses' threats 
and authorize strike 
BY BILL KALMAN 

OAKLAND, California-On July 24 the 
International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU), which organizes 10,500 
West Coast dockworkers, staged a rally in 
downtown San Francisco following its re
jection of a contract offer by shipping in
dustry bosses. The union opposed 
management's proposals for a five-year con
tract and a provision allowing shippers to 
outsource jobs to lower-paid nonunion out
fits. ILWU contracts have historically 
spanned three years. 

The following day, the ILWU announced 
that it had empowered its contract negotiat
ing committee to seek strike authorization 
from dockworkers, due to the refusal of the 
Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) "to 
guarantee continuation of current levels of 
health benefits for new members and [its] 
disappointing responses to long sought tech
nology proposals." The union officials also 
decided to extend until August 13 the cur
rent day-to-day extension of the ILWU
PMA contract, which expired July 1. 

As at least one major railroad announced 
contingency plans in the event of a stoppage, 
PMA president Joseph Miniace called the 
union's action "a threat to the economic 
well-being of millions ofAmericans .... The 
delegation of authority to call a strike is a 
threat to an already fragile economy." 

More than $260 billion worth of goods 
travel through the 29 West Coast ports ev-

ery year, representing 42 percent of all U.S. 
shipping trade. 

The shipping capitalists point to a report 
prepared by Berkeley professor Stephen 
Cohen titled "Economic Impact of a West 
Coast Dock Shutdown." Cohen forecasts 
that $4.7 billion and 30.2 million man-hours 
would go down the tubes in just five days 
of a strike. Cohen cites the increasing de
pendency of U.S. manufacturers and dis
tributors on imported goods. 

"I think the vast majority of the [textile] 
industry will be affected," Jeffrey Hollander, 
the president of Florida-based Hollander 
Home Fashions, told Home Textiles Today 
magazine. "Even companies that think they 
don't import, do at some point, whether it's 
a vinyl bag, fill, or whatever." 

The president of the National Retail Fed
eration (NRF), Tracy Mullin, urged U.S. 
president George Bush to "consider imme
diate steps to prevent a slowdown or a 
shutdown ... and to inform the American pub
lic of the consequences of such a scenario." 

NRF-represented stores rang up $3.5 tril
lion in sales in 2001. "Any disruption at the 
West Coast ports would have serious rami
fications," Mullin said, "not only to the U.S. 
retail sector ... but also the entire U.S. 
economy." Officials of the International 
Mass Retail Association expressed similar 
sentiments. 

Under the antilabor Taft-Hartley Act, 
President Bush has the executive power to 

Workers defeat concession 
de01ands by Navis tar bosses 
Continued from Page 16 
for concessions by the workers were de
feated. These included a $4-an-hour wage 
cut for production workers and a $6-an-hour 
cut for the skilled trades; a standard 56-hour 
workweek instead of 39.5; a reduction in 
vacations for the most senior workers; in
creased payments by workers for benefits; 
an increase in mandatory overtime and mas
sive changes to contract language wrapped 
up in a seven-year term. 

The new contract is for two years. There 
are no wage increases but a cost-of-living 
clause is included. The company agreed that 
there will be no closure prior to June 1, 2003. 
There will be no discipline and/or firings as 
a result of any picket line activity. 

Workers mobilize to prevent use of scabs 
The workers faced a military-style at

tempt by the company to get scabs across 
the picket line to restart production. They 
confronted an army of security goons, cops, 
a hostile mayor, court injunctions to limit 
picketing, and a level of violence by the 

Prison goon squad 
in New Zealand 
Continued from Page 13 
ing us that those convicted of crimes are 
guilty now and guilty forever. Working 
people and youth must join with those fight
ing inside prison and welcome them to the 
ranks of the broader struggle against this 
system of exploitation and oppression. 

Recognizing how the capitalist system 
works points to the need to advance the fight 
to wrest political power out of the hands of 
the ruling rich and their goon squads and 
establish a workers and farmers government 
that can begin building society on a new 
basis. This includes overturning the bour
geois system of justice for the capitalist rul
ers-a system of injustice for the toiling 
majority. 

Working people can join with the prison
ers at Paparua protesting the murder of 
David Haimona, and insisting on their right 
to be free from arbitrary search and seizure. 
All those involved in the episode that ended 
David Haimona's life should be charged, put 
on trial, and prosecuted to the full extent of 
the law. 

"goonies" used against them they had never 
experienced in any of the previous strikes 
against Navistar, including the longest one 
in 1974. About a third ofthe strikers were 
veterans of that walkout. 

The company-instigated violence reached 
its peak on June 24 when a security thug 
driving a van deliberately ran down six strike 
supporters from CAW Local444 in Windsor 
at DaimlerChrysler. The wheels of the van 
passed completely over picket Don Milner, 
who remains in critical condition six weeks 
later. For four weeks he was in a coma. 

The union organized flying squads to 
detect the transport of scabs by van or bus. 
Strikers watched the local police stations 
and pickup points for the scabs who were 
recruited in the nearby cities of London and 
Windsor. They followed the vans that left 
the plant to see if they were picking up scabs 
to bring back. They were asked to be on call 
24 hours a day in addition to their regular 
shifts on the picket lines. The majority can
celed their summer vacations. 

The 110 office workers who are members 
of CAW Local 35, who were not on strike, 
refused to be driven into the plant in buses. 
They used their own cars and were ready to 
walk out if scabs got into the plant. They were 
the ears and eyes of the strikers in the plant 
where supervisors were working. 

Many workers are expecting another 
union-busting effort in two years when the 
contract expires. In the meantime the 
struggle is continuing in one form or an
other. 

The bosses have asked all workers to wear 
Navistar clothes on August 12, the lOOth 
anniversary of the company. Many workers 
will be wearing their strike T-shirt instead. 

On August 27 the security guard who in
jured Milner will appear in a Chatham court, 
charged with three counts of dangerous driv
ing causing bodily harm. CAW 127 mem
bers and others will be at the court to de
mand a conviction. 

Workers have also reported that the com
pany may make a statement on the future of 
the plant September 15. 

John Steele is a meat packer and a member 
of United Food and Commercial Workers 
Local 175 in Toronto. Owen Bray, a mem
ber of Canadian Auto Workers Local127 at 
Navistar in Chatham, contributed to this 
article. 

Montreal march defends Algerians' 
struggle against deportations 

sans-status 
Several hundred people demonstrated in Montreal July 26 in support ofthe fight 
by 1,000 Algerian immigrants against deportations. The Canadian government 
refuses to recognize them as refugees. Ottawa recently lifted a moratorium on 
deportations that had allowed them to stay in Canada. The Algerian refugees are 
demanding that the moratorium be reinstated, that their status be regularized, 
and that none of them be deported. 

order the ILWU back to work if there is a 
strike. In words clearly aimed at the ILWU, 
White House spokesman Ken Lisaius stated, 
"We are continuing to monitor this situa
tion closely and encouraging both sides to 
continue negotiations. We are acutely aware 
of what a strike would do to the economy, 
and we would ask them to take that into 
consideration." 

Bosses call for 'modernization' 
The PMA proposes a program of "mod

ernization" of the West Coast ports, involv
ing the use of computerization and other 
technological advances to increase container 
traffic, drive down labor costs, and increase 
productivity. ILWU representatives have 
repeatedly said that union members should 
benefit from such steps-an approach that 
runs counter to that of the employers. 

For instance, the PMA has called for the 
elimination ofthe jobs of marine clerks, who 
track the contents of containers. The union 

maintains that shipping companies are send
ing these jobs to other states where there is 
no union. Whoever does the work should 
be union members, say ILWU officials. 
They also demand increased pensions for 
remaining clerks. 

On July 17, Miniace complained that "the 
union's [contract] proposal does not ad
equately address the technology and effi
ciency needs of the West Coast waterfront." 

The PMA president stated last May that 
he hoped for an "electronic technology pact" 
similar to the "Modernization and Mecha
nization Agreement" signed with the union 
in 1960. That agreement allowed the ship
ping companies to cite changes in ship de
sign, the introduction of strapped loads, and 
the large-scale employment of containers as 
grounds for the gutting of various guaran
tees and safeguards in the union contract. 

The "M&M," as the agreement is known, 
helped the bosses offset rising costs by cut
ting ship turnaround time. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO--
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August 5, 1977 
CHICAGO-Hundreds of white racists 

went on the rampage in the Marquette Park 
area of this city July 24. They attacked Black 
passersby, threw rocks and beer cans at 
Black motorists, and overturned cars. 

The racists gathered near a park to wait 
for an open-housing demonstration called 
by the Martin Luther King Movement Coa
lition. The demonstration, which began 
about a mile-and-a-half from where the rac
ists assembled, was broken up by police af
ter it had proceeded only six blocks. 

Although the forty Black demonstrators 
were orderly and peaceful, police arrested 
three marchers, claiming the march was 
"disorderly." 

Meanwhile, mobs of racists near the park 
began random attacks on Blacks. Nineteen 
people were treated in nearby hospitals, 
most of them hurt by flying rocks and 
bottles. Ten cars and a city bus were dam
aged. 

One Black couple driving through the 
area crashed into an oncoming car while try
ing to flee the racists. Police pulled them 
out of their car and took them away. Later, 
racist youths turned over the car. 

Several Black youths fled into a nearby 
home after they were attacked. Their car was 
demolished. 

The Marquette Park area has been the 
scene of violent attacks on Blacks for the 
past several years. Homes of Black families 
have been bombed and burned by racists. 
Black bus drivers, passersby, and motorists 
have been attacked. Marchers demonstrat
ing a year ago for open housing were as
saulted by racist mobs while police stood 
by. 
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August 4, 1952 

The following is the full text of a speech 
delivered by Farrell Dobbs, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate for President of the 
United States, over NBC-TV, July 27, 1952. 
Candidate Dobbs was introduced by George 
Clarke, SWP Campaign Manager: 

In introducing me Mr. Clarke referred to 
my background as a union organizer. You 
may be interested to know why I left union 
work to enter politics. It's a simple story. 

Time and again I participated in union 
organization campaigns and walked picket 
lines with my fellow workers to win im
proved wages and working conditions. Time 
and again I saw these gains undermined at 
a single stroke by the Democratic and Re
publican political agents of the employers 
in government. 

We built strong unions with the power to 
win improved wages and then the capital
ists politicians in Washington slapped a 
wage freeze on the workers. We built strong 
unions that had the power to represent the 
members on the job and the capitalists poli
ticians slapped on the Taft-Hartley Act, re
stricting the right to strike and legalizing 
outside intervention in the unions. 

I became convinced that the workers 
needed their own representatives in govern
ment and their own Independent Labor Party 
to elect them. I looked around for an honest 
party of the working people and found it in 
the Socialist Workers Party. I joined the SWP 
to help work for independent labor political 
action and I have proudly accepted nomina
tion as the presidential candidate of the So
cialist Workers Party to urge that policy be 
adopted by all the American working people. 
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Union drive in Florida gains support 
BYMARKHAMM 

MIAMI-Garment workers at Point 
Blank Body Armor in Oakland Park, 
north of Miami, are reaching out to other 
workers to share experiences and win 
support for recognition of the Union of 
N eedletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees (UNITE) at their workplace. 
More than 100 workers turned out July 
25 at a union support meeting held at the 
offices of the Communication Workers 
of America (CWA) in nearby Pompano 
Beach. Workers cheered each other as 
they entered the meeting hall, the loud
est for Sadius Isma, who has been fired 
and arrested for his union activity. 

The meeting, held in Spanish and Cre
ole, included messages of support from 
the Farm Labor Organizing Committee; 
Jobs with Justice; the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers, a farm worker 
group; and other garment workers from 
Miami. 

local, state, and federal police. 
Customers include the Marine 
Corps, Army, Navy, Coast 
Guard, federal marshals, the 
Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Secret Ser
vice, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, and the New 
York Police Department. 

March backs hospital 
workers' fight 

The high point of the day 
was when workers marched to 
Mt. Sinai Hospital's Miami 
Beach facilities. Workers from 
the Point Blank plant in their 
red union shirts mixed it up 

'with dozens of nursing home 
workers in their purple Service 
Employees International 
Union (SEIU) T-shirts, as they 
marched and circled the hos
pital complex to support the 
Mt. Sinai workers' fight for a 
union. 

Two days later more than 40 workers 
turned out in their red UNITE! T-shirts 
for the Miami Workers Rights Board hear
ing in downtown Miami. The event, spon
sored by Jobs with Justice and the Insti
tute for Policy Studies, was held in the 
auditorium ofthe United Teachers of Dade 
County. Whenever a speaker at the pro
gram sounded a militant tone in defense 
of workers' rights, the workers from Point 
Blank jumped to their feet and chanted, 
"Si se puede!" and "Wi nou kapab!" ('Yes 
we can!' in Spanish and Creole). The 
Workers Rights Board that oversaw the 
program included civil rights and immi
grant rights activists, elected officials, 
church leaders, and actor Danny Glover. 

Itant 
Workers rally outside Point Blank Body Armor plant, lo
cated north of Miami, in fight for union recognition. 

On February 28 nursing as
sistants and housekeeping, di
etary, and laundry workers at 
the Mt. Sinai facility in Miami 
Shores voted 49-37 in favor of 
joining SEIU 1199 Florida. 
Management is now challeng
ing the validity of the election, 
charging that half-filled 
glasses of water and pennies 
on the floor were voodoo tac-

Isma described to the more than 300 
people present at the July 27 meeting the ha
rassment he has received from the company 
and the state. Point Blank had discharged 
Isma after accusing him ofleading chants of 
"Si se puede" during work hours. He was ar
rested July 18 by Broward County sheriffs 

for "breach of the peace" while participating 
in a union support rally outside the plant. 

Isma worked at the plant for two-and-a
half years and was receiving $6.75 per hour 
at the time he was fired and arrested. Point 
Blank estimates it will generate $350 mil
lion in sales from a contract to produce bul
letproofvests for the U.S. armed forces, and 

tics used by union supporters 
to intimidate other workers. 

Prospere Eljust, a 32-year-old sewing 
machine operator with three years at Point 
Blank, told the Militant at the July 27 event 
that the company has ratcheted up produc
tion since September 11. "We start at 7 in 
the morning and sometimes don't leave un
til 10 or 11 at night. The air-conditioning 

Strike ends at Ontario Navis tar plant 
BY JOHN STEELE shredded paper with the words "Navistar's 

new accounting system" written on it. At 
least one reply to the company "welcome 
back" letter was written by a worker and 
circulated around the plant. 

The strike began June I despite company 

threats to close the plant and move the work 
to its facility in Mexico. It ended at a ratifi
cation meeting July 15. Eighty-one percent 
of the votes cast supported the agreement. 

All the demands by the Navistar bosses 
Continued on Page 15 

will stop, and as much as a week will go by 
with no water for us." 

Workers at the plant have been discuss
ing how to respond to these conditions for a 
long time, said Eljust, and several months 
ago the workers in his department "went to 
the supervisor and asked for a raise in pay. 
The supervisor signed a paper agreeing with 
the wage raise, but the manager said 'no."' 
Eljust pointed out that workers learned from 
this experience, and rather than relying on 
the supervisor to work it out, eight workers 
were chosen to go to the bosses on July 18 
to argue that Point Blank should recognize 
the union and negotiate a contract for im
proved pay and conditions. "We all brought 
the paper to the office this time," he said, 
"and everyone chanted 'Si se puede."' 

Each step of the way the owners of Point 
Blank have shown their surprise at the en
thusiastic support among workers in the 
plant for joining UNITE. Union organizers 
report that a big majority of workers have 
signed union cards, and the company's re
sponse to this success was the panicked de
cision to close the factory for half a day 
when the eight workers went to the office 
on July 18, and to call in the cops from the 
Broward Sheriff's Office. Workers turned 
the short workday into an opportunity to 
rally and demonstrate their support for the 
union outside the plant. 

"It was at the 9:45a.m. break," said Eljust, 
"and we looked out the window and saw 
the police. Later we were all told to go home. 
But everyone stayed in the parking lot and 
continued to chant." He concluded that 
workers will continue the fight for a union 
because "they can fire us anytime they want 
and we can't speak out against it. They don't 
respect us-we need respect." 

At an August 3 UNITE-sponsored party, 
held at the CWA hall in Pompano Beach, 
Govnier Jeune, a sewing machine operator 
at Point Blank, said the company is now 
threatening to send the work to the Atlanta 
Federal Penitentiary factory, and to subcon
tractors in Miami. Jeune said that the bosses 
are now asking everybody, "Why do you sup
port the union?" Like many others he is stand
ing up to this company harassment and scare 
campaign, and talking back to the bosses. 

Jeune responded to the supervisor's bul
lying: "I support the union because I have 
worked here for three years and you don't 
give me good money." Seventy workers, 
their families, and supporters turned out for 
the August 3 event. 

TORONTO-High fives and expressions 
of pride in the victory they wrested from 
Navistar International marked the return to 
work July 22 after a six week strike, of 650 
truck assemblers who are members of Ca
nadian Auto Workers Local 127 (CAW) in 
Chatham, Ontario. 

"The way I see it," said Owen Bray, who 
mounts tires and has 14 years seniority, "we 
didn't lose our jobs, and we gave no con
cessions. And the fight's not over. We'll be 
at it again in two years. We're stronger now 
because of the strike." 

Natives reject referenduiD results in Canada 

Many of the workers displayed the deter
mination and militancy that marked their 
struggle by wearing their black strike T-shirts 
to work. The tension was palpable. The su
pervisors did not speak to workers unless 
spoken to. During the strike the supervisors 
attempted to maintain production of the big 
rigs crossing picket lines each day in buses. 

Workers expressed anger when they 
learned that each supervisor got a bonus of 
$850 a week over the course of the strike 
for crossing the line to work in the plant. 
This was compounded by a "welcome back" 
letter from the bosses that hypocritically 
stated that the "bigger challenge than get
ting the plant running again is the challenge 
of rebuilding trust. That won't happen over
night for any of us. But we urge everyone 
to make the effort." 

"Management has lost all credibility," 
said Bray. "The bonus was the final drop of 
the shoe." 

During the first week back homemade 
signs appeared at workstations around the 
plant commenting on the company's disre
spect for the workers. One had the word "re
spect" in a circle with a line through it with 
the comment "you locked us out for six 
weeks-Y?" At another workstation a 
worker had hung up a plastic bag filled with 
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BY BEVERLY BERNARDO 
VANCOUVER, British Columbia-"You 

cannot take away our rights by referendum, 
just simply because you are the majority and 
you can outvote us," said Herb George, a 
spokesman for First Nations Summit. "A 
substantive majority of more than 1.5 mil
lion British Columbians chose to boycott or 
spoil their referendum ballot," he added, 
noting the results "do not represent the views 
of the majority." 

George was responding to a July 3 an
nouncement by the government of British 
Columbia that its anti-Natives referendum 
had been overwhelmingly approved. The 
eight proposals put to a vote included limit
ing the authority of Aboriginal governments 
to that of municipal governments, rejecting 
land claims by barring the expropriation of 
private property and provincial parklands, 
and ending tax exemptions for Native 
people. 

Premier Gordon Campbell's claim to have 
won a mandate "to forge a new era of rec
onciliation with First Nations" is being 
widely challenged. Voter participation in the 
mail-in referendum was 35 percent of the 
province's 2.1 million eligible voters. Of 
those up to 60,000 were spoiled. One indi
cation of the thoroughly anti-Natives stance 
of those who did cast valid ballots is that 
between 84.5 percent and 94.5 percent voted 
"yes" to all eight questions. 

Native organizations led a campaign to 
boycott the referendum, saying it violated 
the right of Native people to self-determi
nation because it allowed "all British 
Columbians" to have a say on what Native 
peoples can negotiate during the treaty-mak
ing process. Many trade unions, churches, 
and other organizations supported the boy
cott. 

"B.C. and natives square off," read the 
headline of an article in the July 4 Globe 
and Mail. An editorial the next day called 
the referendum "pointless and divisive." The 
paper is one of Canada's major dailies and 
speaks for an important sector of Canada's 
ruling class. 

Neither the provincial nor federal gov
ernments in Canada negotiated treaties with 
Natives. In British Columbia, Natives now 
have land claims covering the entire prov
ince. Talks have begun with 50 groups in 
the First Nations, which represent 111 In
dian bands and two-thirds of all Aboriginal 
people in the province. Almost a decade of 
talks between First Nations and the govern
ments in Ottawa and Victoria have yet to 
produce a single treaty, aside from the 1998 
Nisga'a Treaty negotiated separately from 
the rest. 

Before his party captured a majority in 
the B.C. parliament, Liberal leader Gordon 
Campbell carried out a racist campaign 
against the Nisga'a Treaty and vowed to 

organize a province-wide referendum on 
treaty negotiations with Natives. 

Native leaders are now urging Campbell 
to abandon his position that the referendum 
results are binding, saying the stance will 
rule out the possibility of reaching a settle
ment. "If the inherent right to self-govern
ment is not on the table for negotiations, then 
we are not at the table," George said of the 
referendum proposal limiting the powers of 
Native governments. 

Chief Stewart Philip, president of the 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs, 
whose members don't participate in treaty 
negotiations, said the referendum results will 
lead to "more litigation and conflict on the 
land." In March, the Haida launched a claim 
in court to the Queen Charlotte Islands-a 
claim that has been supported by nonnative 
loggers on the islands. Chief Philip added 
that if the B.C. government sticks to the 
positions set out in the referendum, "it could 
very well bring about the collapse of the 
treaty process." 

The First Nations Summit, which speaks 
on behalf of Natives involved in the treaty 
process, issued a press release July 3 call
ing on both the provincial and federal gov
ernments to return to substantive negotia
tions immediately. The talks are not to be 
based on the results of the referendum but 
on the inherent right ofNative people to self
government, the statement said. 
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