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By BrIAN wIllIAMS
Under the rubric of averting a “fis-

cal cliff,” President Barack Obama 
and Congress have set the stage for a 
course of deepening government aus-
terity. Their aim is to make working 

By johN STuder
In a bipartisan vote Dec. 28, the 

U.S. Senate overwhelmingly passed a 
bill extending for five years the gov-
ernment’s power to intercept electron-
ic communications on the grounds of 
searching for evidence of terrorism. 

The House had passed the same 
bill in September. President Barack 
Obama signed it into law Dec. 30.  

The program, carried out under the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
of 1978, allows the National Security 
Agency to gather millions of phone 
calls and Internet communications 
from companies like AT&T, Verizon 
and Sprint and “data mine” them. 

This operation began in secret un-
der the George W. Bush administra-
tion after Sept. 11, 2001. It was first 
revealed by the New York Times in 
2005 and then made legal in 2008 by 
a bipartisan Congress. 

The program is one of a growing 
list of measures that blatantly disre-

Reuters/Albert Gea

Elizabeth Marquez from Ecuador looks out from balcony of her home in Badalona, Spain,   
Dec. 11, as neighbors and supporters gather outside to block her threatened eviction.

 By johN STuder
As the capitalist economic crisis 

gripping Europe deepens, evictions 
in Spain have skyrocketed, reaching 
more than 500 a day last year. The so-
cial crisis of housing has reached such 
proportions that carrying out evic-
tions is becoming more difficult, as 
working people backed by neighbors 
refuse to leave, locksmiths refuse to 
participate, and cops are in some cas-
es even declining to forcibly remove 
families.

Demonstrations against evictions 
exploded in November after 53-year-
old Amaia Egaña threw herself out 
the window of her fourth-floor apart-
ment as the bailiffs came to evict her. 

Egaña was the fourth person to com-
mit suicide in the face of eviction in a 
month. More than 100 such suicides 
took place last year. 

Protesters took to the streets across 
Spain, carrying signs that said, “This 
isn’t suicide, this is homicide” and 
“They get the money and we get the 
dead.” 

Under pressure, the government of 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy an-
nounced a two-year suspension of 
evictions for cases of “extreme hard-
ship,” affecting a small percentage of 
those facing the loss of homes. But 
even in those cases interest on the 
outstanding mortgage continues to 

By louIS MArTIN
The previous issue of the Militant 

got an excellent response, as distribu-
tors went door to door in working-
class neighborhoods and reached out 
to workers engaged in struggles.

“Your newspaper is the only one 
around that has any useful informa-
tion in it. I will be carefully reading 
about the dockworkers as this situ-
ation develops,” Cedrick Graves, a 
45-year-old warehouse worker origi-
nally from Trinidad, told Militant 
supporters who knocked on his door 
in Houston. He bought a copy of the 

Militant/John Naubert

Teamster Nathan Brown on strike against United Natural Foods, an organic food distribu-
tor, reads Militant on picket line outside company warehouse in Auburn, Wash., Jan. 5.

Continued on page 9 Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6

No ‘Shared Sacrifice’ 
for boSSeS’ goverNmeNt 

See editorial,  p. 9

people pay as much as possible for the 
propertied rulers’ government debt, 
just like the employing class presses 
to make us pay for every other aspect 
of the capitalist crisis.

The “deal” passed by Congress 
and signed by President Obama Jan. 
2 raised payroll taxes on working 
people and income tax rates on some 
wealthy U.S. families making more 
than $450,000 a year. It also post-
poned $110 billion in government 
spending cuts until March 1.  

By johN STuder
The partition of Korea remains the 

only unresolved national division im-
posed by Washington and its imperi-
alist allies coming out of World War 
II. Sixty years since the July 1953 
cease-fire—marking U.S. imperial-
ism’s first military defeat—the desire 
by working people for reunification 
remains the driving force in politics 
on the peninsula. 

The North Korean government 
responded to ongoing provocations 
by Washington by reiterating Jan. 1 
Pyongyang’s long-standing call to 
unify Korea. 

“A key to ending the divide of the 
nation and achieving reunification is 
to end the situation of confrontation 
between the North and the South,” 
said Kim Jong Un, head of the North 
Korean government, in a New Year’s 
address. 

“All the members of the Korean na-
tion in the north, south and abroad, 

should subordinate and orientate ev-
erything to the great national cause 
of reunifying the country,” Kim said. 
“The entire nation should vehemently 
reject any moves for domination, in-
tervention, aggression and war by 
outside forces, and never tolerate any 
acts hindering the country’s reunifi-
cation.” 

In recent years, Washington has 
been carrying out a “pivot” toward 
Asia, seeking to reinforce U.S. naval 
domination and economic interests in 
the region. This includes stepping up 
military deployments, war games and 
shoring up alliances in the region. 

These moves are aimed at coun-
tering China’s growing influence, 
as well as reinforcing Washington’s 
67-year military presence on the 
Korean Peninsula and its squeeze on 
the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea in the North.  

“In the present international arena, 

‘Fiscal cliff’ deal  
prepares gov’t 
austerity aimed 
at workers
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protests against abuse of women 
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By EMMA JOhNSON
The social eruption in India over the 

gang rape that took the life of a young 
woman last month continues to rever-
berate. 

Six men raped and assaulted a 
23-year-old student in a bus in New 
Delhi Dec. 16. She died Dec. 29 from 
massive internal injuries and brain 
damage. The assault has led to un-
precedented protests against abuse of 
women and placed the question of vio-
lence against women and other ques-
tions of women’s rights at the center of 
politics in India. 

As the accused men are going to 
trial, the public debate is high-pitched 
and polarized in a country where rapes 
usually go unreported and are rarely 
prosecuted. 

Amid calls for hanging and castra-
tion, a religious leader has said the 
woman was equally responsible. The 
government was initially caught flat-
footed by the depth of outrage and 
scope of protest actions, which cops 
attempted to forcibly suppress. Now 
as the rulers try to stuff the genie back 
in the bottle, it’s clear the accused will 
be nailed to the wall, facing draconian 
punishment without any pretense of a 
fair trial.

Calls for hanging and castration 
have been frequent in protests and 
statements. On Jan. 5 the woman’s 
brother told the Indian Express, “We 
want all the accused hanged, and we 
will fight for that, till the end.” 

Six men have been arrested. The 

first pretrial hearing on Jan. 7 lasted 
30 minutes. Five of the men were 
presented with 10 charges, among 
them abduction, gang rape and mur-
der. Public prosecutor Rajiv Mohan is 
seeking the death penalty. The sixth 
is a minor and will be tried in juvenile 
court.  

In the packed courtroom scuffles 
broke out between lawyers who of-
fered to represent the accused and 
lawyers who called them “beasts” and 
said they didn’t deserve representation. 
After this, the presiding judge cleared 
the room and declared the trial pro-
ceedings “in camera,” which means 
only those directly involved in the case 
can be present. She also banned print-
ing and publishing details about the 
proceedings without permission from 
the court.  

Sudha Sundararaman from the 
All India Women’s Democratic 
Association said over the phone from 
New Delhi that “in camera” proceed-
ings in rape cases is normal in India. 

The trial will be the first under a 
“fast-track” court to deal with rapes 
that authorities established in the af-
termath of the assault. The next hear-
ing will take place Jan. 10. Mohan said 
two of the accused have offered to act 
as witnesses. 

“A lot has been happening,” 
Sundararaman said. “A religious 
leader, Asaram Bapu, came out with a 
statement that if the woman had been 
more yielding and nicer to the boys 
they would have let her go, that it was 

By NATAShA TERLExIS
KATERINI, Greece—Some 120 

people packed the newly built meeting 
hall at the Mati bookstore here Dec. 
15 for the presentation of two books 
on the Cuban Revolution—Socialism 
and Man in Cuba and The Five Cuban 
Fighters in U.S. Jails—published by 
the Athens-based publishing house 
Diethnes Vima. Mati, the main book-
store in this town located in the mainly 
agricultural area of Greek Macedonia, 
sponsored the event.

The featured speaker, Cuban 
Ambassador Osvaldo Jesús Cobacho 
Martínez, reviewed Cuba’s historical re-
cord of revolution and resistance. “With 
the revolutionary triumph of January 
1959, Cuba achieves true independence 
and for the first time becomes master of 
its fate and of its natural resources,” he 
said. “In Cuba we continue to resist and 
we continue to defend our revolution.”

Theodoros Misailidis spoke on be-
half of Diethnes Vima and presented 

the book Socialism and Man in Cuba 
by revolutionary leader Ernesto Che 
Guevara. Misailidis tied the political 
contributions of Guevara to the world 
capitalist crisis, which has deeply affect-
ed working people throughout Greece. 

“Che debunks the idea that socialism 
is a good idea but ‘human nature’ makes 
a society based on solidarity impracti-
cable,” Misailidis said. “Human beings 
are capable of transforming society and 
themselves along with it.” The Cuban 
experience shows that workers and 
farmers can overthrow the oppressive 
capitalist system and build a society in 
the interests of the oppressed majority, a 
socialist society, he explained. “Through 
it we also understand better what we, as 
working people in the capitalist world, 
are capable of.” 

Kostas Sanidas of the José Martí 
Cultural Association in Athens pre-
sented The Five Cuban Fighters in U.S. 
Jails. The title was produced in collabo-

AP Photo/Saurabh Das

Students in New Delhi protest Jan. 8 against Hindu guru, Asaram Bapu. Asaram said the 
raped woman should have held the men’s hands, called them “brothers,” and pleaded 
with them not to rape her. Bapu is a surname and honorific that also means “father.”

Meeting in Greece discusses two 
new books on Cuban Revolution

mainly her own fault. This has sparked 
a polarized debate.” 

“Mistake is not committed from one 
side,” Bapu told followers. The victim 
“could have held the hand of one of 
the men and said I consider you as my 

brother and should have said to the oth-
er two ‘Brother I am helpless,’” he said, 
according to the Indian Express. “She 
should have taken god’s name and held 
their hands and feet. Then, the miscon-
duct wouldn’t have happened.”
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‘No other paper like Militant’

Party-Building Fund
Fall 2012 Final Chart
Area Quota Collected %

Houston $3,500 $3,695 106%

Boston $4,000 $4,215 105%

San Francisco $13,500 $14,212 105%

Twin Cities $6,000 $6,148 102%

Atlanta $8,600 $8,806 102%

Los Angeles $8,500 $8,701 102%

Omaha $600 $612 102%

Seattle $8,500 $8,621 101%

Philadelphia $4,200 $4,240 101%

Washington $7,500 $7,540 101%

Des Moines* $2,700 $2,714 101%

Chicago $9,500 $9,533 100%

New York $20,000 $20,039 100%

Miami $3,000 $3,002 100%

Lincoln $250 $250 100%

Other $1,750

Total $100,350 $104,078 104%
Should Be $100,000 $100,000 100%

* Raised goal 

by SuSaN LaMoNT
As the scoreboard below shows, the 

fall Socialist Workers Party fund was 
a big success! Supporters from every 
area met or exceeded their quotas, 
sending in $104,078 by the Dec. 31 
deadline. 

During the nine-week drive, con-
tributions came in from hundreds 
of workers, young people and others 
around the country. Supporters in 
many cities reported an increase in 
the number of contributors over pre-
vious funds, including those giving 
for the first time to aid the work of the 
communist movement. Many first-
time contributors were new Militant 
subscribers, who learned about the 
Socialist Workers Party through door-
to-door visits organized this fall by 
Militant distributors in working-class 
communities from coast to coast.

Donations ranged from a few to 
hundreds of dollars. Every one makes 
a difference. The SWP is a revolution-
ary workers party and depends en-
tirely on the contributions of working 
people and others to finance its work.

The year ahead promises to be 
filled with opportunities to expand the 
reach of socialist propaganda to more 
and more working people, centered 
on door-to-door distribution of the 
Militant and the revolutionary books 
published by Pathfinder Press. This 
work is at the heart of the SWP’s par-

ty-building perspectives in response 
to the deepening crisis of the capital-
ist system and the class-struggle de-
velopments it fuels around the world.

Thanks to all for your contribu-
tions!

Susan LaMont is director of the 2012 
SWP Party-Building Fund.

Party-Building Fund goes over top 
with boost from new contributors!

See distributors 
on page 8

Special offers
The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning 
by Jack Barnes
“Until society is reorganized so that education is a human activity 
from the time we are very young until the time we die, there will be 
no education worthy of working, creating humanity.”
$2 with a subscription to the Militant (usually $3)

Women in Cuba: The Making of a 
Revolution Within the Revolution  
by Vilma Espín, Asela de los Santos, 
Yolanda Ferrer
“About the millions of  working people—men and women, of 
all ages—who have made the socialist revolution, and how their 
actions transformed them as they fought to transform their world.” 
$10 with subscription (usually $20) 

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
and the Road to Workers Power 
by Jack Barnes

Why the “revolutionary conquest of state power by a politically 
class-conscious and organized vanguard of the working class—
millions strong—is necessary.”  
$10 with subscription (usually $20)   

The Cuban Five: Who They Are, 
Why They Were Framed, Why They 
Should Be Free 
Articles, interviews from the Militant
“We know that right is on our side, but to win we need a jury 
of millions throughout the world to make our truth known.”— 
Gerardo Hernández
$3 with subscription (usually $5)

Continued from front page

Militant/Jonathan Silberman

Ganandeep Singh, an air conditioning worker, buys Militant from Celia Pugh as support-
ers of paper in London sell door to door in the working-class neighborhood of Southall.

paper. 
Graves was reacting to cover-

age on labor conflicts involving some 
14,500 members of the International 
Longshoremen’s Association on 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and 
3,000 members of the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union on 
the West Coast. These workers are cur-
rently fighting concession demands by 
port bosses as they negotiate new labor 
contracts. (See article on page 5.) 

“Stevedoring can be dangerous 
work,” Connolly Graves, Cedrick’s 
brother, added. “What’s worse is that 
they cut back so much.” 

As a complement to building solidar-
ity going door to door, Militant support-
ers organized sales at hiring halls and 
port entrances in several cities. 

“We were surprised to read that op-
ponents of the union are saying we’re 
‘fat cats’ and ‘greedy,’” Twain Utley, 
an ILA member for 14 years, said in a 
phone interview the day after he bought 
a Militant subscription at the ILA Local 
24 hiring hall in Houston last weekend. 

Utley described how several of his 
coworkers had bought copies, adding, 
“they all really enjoyed it. 

“I also read about the nurses’ strike 
in Israel,” he said. “I was impressed that 
they won higher wages and were fight-
ing to get more nurses hired.” 

As ILA members at the Port of 
Newark, N.J., suited up for cold weather 
Jan. 5, eight workers bought subscrip-
tions and 31 single copies. 

“There is nothing out there like this, 

telling the workers’ side. I like the 
Spanish part also,” Kelly Garrett said as 
he signed up after hearing a description 
of the paper and looking through it. 

Javier Garay bought a single copy 
on his way onto the docks. He returned 
later and told Militant distributor Dan 
Fein, “I want two more copies of that 
paper. Others need to read this.” Garay 
decided to subscribe after hearing about 
the special offer for new readers. 

Militant distributors in New York 
went back last weekend to several of 
the working-class areas where they got 
a good response during the recently 
concluded international subscription 
campaign. In the Electchester housing 
complex in Queens, 36 subscriptions 
were sold going door to door last fall. 

“The Militant! Sounds great!” Julius 
Davis responded when he opened the 
door. When he heard it is a revolution-
ary, socialist paper, he smiled and said, 
“I was just talking with my girlfriend 
about these ideas.” 

Davis is a 38-year-old electrician, 
originally from Jamaica and member of 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 3. In addition to getting 
a subscription, he bought three of the 
four books on communist politics of-
fered at reduced prices. (See ad on this 
page.) 

Six subscriptions and a fourth book 
were sold in the course of the afternoon 
in Electchester. 

Jonathan Silberman reported from 
London that Militant distributors there 
sold two subscriptions and 10 single 
copies going door to door in Southall, 

a working-class neighborhood in the 
west of the city with a sizeable propor-
tion of people of Indian, predominantly 
Punjabi, descent. 

A number responded to the coverage 
on the protests for women’s rights in 
response to the brutal rape killing last 
month of a young woman in New Delhi, 
India. 

“There’s been a huge change in 
India in attitudes towards women,” 
said Ganandeep Singh, a 22-year-old 
air conditioning worker. “Not only are 
women not prepared to go on as be-
fore, but men have joined them in the 
streets.” 

“I like a paper that covers workers’ 
fights around the world. I never heard 
about workers fighting for their rights 
in Bangladesh,” said Tammy Derrick, 
as she bought a subscription along with 
a copy of Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
and the Road to Workers Power by Jack 
Barnes, Socialist Workers Party nation-

al secretary. 
Derrick was walking the picket 

line at United Natural Foods Inc. in 
Auburn, Wash. She is one of 72 mem-
bers of Teamsters Local 117 who got 
fired by UNFI after a two-day strike 
in December over the company’s re-
fusal to negotiate a new contract. In 
response, all 163 warehouse workers 
and drivers walked off the job, refus-
ing to work until the fired workers are 
reinstated. 

Striker Tyrone Elliott also bought a 
subscription and a copy of the Workers 
Power book. 

Continue sending your reports, 
quotes, experiences and photos by 9 
a.m. EST Monday.

And if you want to join the ongoing 
effort to expand the readership of the 
Militant and communist books among 
working people, you can order a bundle 
and subscription blanks at themilitant@
mac.com or (212) 244-4899. 
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Lawsuit condemns extensive use  
of ‘solitary’ in New York prisons
Ex-prisoner: ‘They use it to break you. It should be abolished’

NY meeting: ‘Release Oscar López and Cuban 5!’

Militant/Sara Lobman

NEW YORK—Some 70 people attended an “An Evening of Culture, 
Solidarity and Celebration: Cuba and Puerto Rico, Two Wings of the Same 
Bird” here Jan. 5 to back the fight to free the Cuban Five and the Puerto Rican 
political prisoners held in U.S. jails. 

Jan. 1 marked the 54th anniversary of the overthrow of the U.S.-backed 
dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista in Cuba by a revolutionary movement headed 
by Fidel Castro, opening the socialist revolution in the Americas. Jan. 6 was 
the 70th birthday of Oscar López Rivera, a Puerto Rican independence fighter 
jailed in the U.S. for more than 31 years. 

Nancy Cabrero, president of Casa de las Américas, and Benjamin Ramos, 
a coordinator of ProLibertad, chaired the event, which included music and 
poetry. 

Cabrero introduced Rodolfo Reyes (above with microphone), the new 
Cuban ambassador to the United Nations, and pointed out that he had been 
a volunteer combatant in Angola. Cuban internationalists played a key role in 
helping the Angolan people defeat invasions by the white-supremacist South 
African army in the 1970s and ’80s. 

“Twenty thousand of our people died to win our independence,” Reyes, told 
the meeting, “and 5,000 have been killed or injured since then through terrorist 
activities supported and in some cases financed by U.S. authorities. 

“Even though revolutions can pass through difficult times,” Reyes said, “we 
don’t need to be pessimistic. 

“The work to free the five will continue,” he said. “And we will keep fighting 
against the U.S. embargo of Cuba and for self-determination for Puerto Rico.”

—Seth GalinSky

Who are the Cuban Five
Gerardo Hernández, Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero, Fernando 

González and René González are Cuban revolutionaries who during the 
1990s accepted assignments from the Cuban government to gather informa-
tion on the activities of Cuban-American counterrevolutionary groups operat-
ing in southern Florida. These paramilitary outfits, organizing on U.S. soil with 
virtual impunity, have a long record of carrying out bombings, assassinations 
and other deadly attacks, both against targets in Cuba and supporters of the 
Cuban Revolution in the United States, Puerto Rico and elsewhere. 

On Sept. 12, 1998, the five were arrested by the FBI. They were framed up 
and convicted on a variety of charges, which included acting as unregistered 
agents of the Cuban government and possession of false identity documents. 
Without a shred of evidence, three were charged with “conspiracy to gather 
and transmit national defense information.”  

Hernández was also convicted of conspiracy to commit murder based on 
the pretext that he bore responsibility for the Cuban government’s 1996 shoot-
down of two aircraft flown by the counterrevolutionary group Brothers to the 
Rescue that had invaded Cuban airspace in disregard of Havana’s repeated 
warnings. He is serving two life terms plus 15 years. 

All but René González remain in prison. Since October 2011 he has been 
serving a three-year “supervised release.” On the pretext of his dual citizen-
ship, his request to return to Cuba has been denied. His wife, Olga Salanueva, 
is barred from entering the United States, as is Adriana Pérez, the wife of 
Hernández. 

 bY seTh gaLiNskY
NEW YORK—A recent report by 

the New York Civil Liberties Union 
and a lawsuit by the group have brought 
some attention to the extensive use of 
solitary confinement in New York state 
prisons. 

“On any given day, approximately 
4,300 people are locked down 23 hours 
a day in tiny concrete cells” the size 
of a parking space or small elevator, 
notes the lawsuit filed Dec. 6 in U.S. 
District Court on behalf of Leroy 
Peoples, currently imprisoned at Attica 
Correctional Facility. 

“The lawsuit alleges that it is the 
arbitrariness and gross disproportion-
ality of the disciplinary process that 
is unconstitutional,” New York Civil 
Liberties Union spokesperson Jennifer 
Carnig told the Militant. “People can 
be sent to confinement as a punishment 
for just about any rule infraction.” 

Among the “offenses” N.Y. prison 
officials use to sentence people to the 
Special Housing Unit, known as the 
“hole” by prisoners, are “untidy cell 
or person,” “excessive tobacco,” “un-
reported illness,” “unauthorized litera-
ture,” “unfastened long hair,” “refusal 
to obey orders,” and “unauthorized le-
gal assistance.” 

Like the overall incarceration rate, 
Blacks are put in solitary dispropor-
tionately. While Blacks are 14.4 percent 
of the population of New York, they are 
49.5 percent of workers behind bars. 
At the Upstate and Southport prisons, 
which house the bulk of those held in 
extreme isolation, 62 percent are Black. 

Peoples, an African-American, 
spent 780 days in extreme isolation 
in a cell with one other prisoner for 
“unauthorized legal materials and fil-
ings.” He was allowed showers only 
twice a week, denied phone use, and 
delivered meals through a slot in the 
cell door. 

The Civil Liberties Union report, 
titled “Boxed In: The True Cost of 
Extreme Isolation in New York’s 
Prisons,” notes that half of those in 
isolation are locked down with another 
prisoner, a practice known as “double-
celling.” Prison officials are allowed to 

impose additional deprivation orders, 
including denying those in isolation 
the right to showers, reading material, 
clothing, bedding and even toilet paper. 

A. “Big Chief” Ramos, who spent 
most of the last 20 years in New York 
state prisons, including about three 
years in solitary, told the Militant he 
was often put into solitary as retalia-
tion by prison officials for helping other 
prisoners file grievances and protect 
their rights. 

“The most horrendous conditions are 
in what they call the ‘S’ Blocks,” said 
Ramos. “You’re in a cell with another 
individual. There’s a tin can shower in 
your cell and there’s no curtains. The 
water comes out and splashes your bed. 

“I’m not saying close the SHU 
[Special Housing Units]. I can under-
stand the 72 hour cooling-off period,” 
Ramos said. “But 72 hours should be 
the max.” 

Tens of thousands in solitary in U.s.
The conditions of solitary in New 

York prisons are typical of what thou-
sands of working people locked up in 
prisons face across the country. 

No accurate figures exist for the 
number of people held in solitary in lo-
cal, state, and federal prisons. The U.S. 
Department of Justice reported in 2000 
that 80,000 prisoners are in solidarity. 
The Commission on Safety and Abuse 
in America’s Prisons in 2006 reported 
that this is “just a fraction” of the real 
figure. 

Donnell Joseph spent 19 years in 
half a dozen federal prisons until his 
release last May. “I spent a couple of 
years altogether in solitary,” Joseph 
said. “Nowadays they call it ‘security 
housing.’ They try to change the way 
it’s viewed, but the treatment, the cells, 
the brutality of the guards is all the 
same. 

“They would put me in the hole be-
cause I was marked as a troublemaker, 
because of the complaints I had filed 
against staff,” Joseph said. “I don’t do 
drugs. I don’t gamble. Most of my prob-
lems come from speaking out about the 
mistreatment of prisoners.”

According to Joseph, at the United 

States Penitentiary at Beaumont, 
Texas, he was once put in a four-point 
restraints for seven days, his hands and 
feet chained to a concrete block, after 
he was falsely accused of being part of 
a prison fight. 

“They use it to break you. Sometimes 
they do break you,” he said. “Solitary 
should be abolished. There’s always an-
other solution instead of taking away a 
man’s humanity.”

Pretrial solitary
Marlene Jenkins told the Militant that 

her son, Tarik Shah, was held in soli-
tary for 33 months at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center in New York City, 
allowed at most a one hour family visit 
once a week. Shah was framed up on 
charges of conspiracy to provide mate-
rial aid to al-Qaeda. 

“They use solitary to force people 
to take a plea bargain,” Jenkins said. 
“Your attorney comes in, there is no 
privacy. The prison officials are listen-
ing to everything. You can’t really talk 
about your case.

“The lights were on 24 hours a day. 
The cell was cold,” Jenkins said. “Not 
being able to speak to anyone, that to 
me is inhumane and cruel.” 

Shah accepted a plea bargain in 
November 2007 and is now serving a 
15-year sentence in federal prison in 
Virginia. 

Pretrial solitary confinement, used 
to impede defense efforts and weaken 
prisoners’ will, is common—and al-
most guaranteed for political prisoners. 
The Cuban Five, framed-up on false 
charges of conspiracy to commit espio-

nage, for example, were put in the hole 
for 17 months prior to being convicted 
in 2001. Puerto Rican political prisoner 
Oscar López Rivera has spent 12 years 
in solitary confinement during what is 
now more than 31 years of incarcera-
tion.

Working people behind bars from 
California to Georgia and North 
Carolina have protested against soli-
tary confinement. In Georgia, prison-
ers held hunger strikes in December 
2010 and June 2012. In North 
Carolina, dozens of prisoners in three 
prisons conducted hunger strikes last 
July. In California prisoners in July 
2011 carried out a three-week hunger 
strike. Their protest demands includ-
ed the elimination of solitary confine-
ment. 

caLiforNia
san francisco
hear eleanor garcía, socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Los angeles school 
board District 2. Sat., Jan. 19. Dinner, 6 
p.m.; program, 7:30 p.m. 5482 Mission St. 
Tel.: (415) 584-2135.

WashiNgToN
seattle
40th anniversary of U.s. supreme 
court roe v. Wade Decision: Defend a 
Woman’s right to abortion. Fri., Jan. 
25, 7:30 p.m. 5418 Rainier Ave. S. Tel.: 
(206) 323-1755. 
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

January 22, 1988
After 21 years, 19 of them in prison, 

Rubin “Hurricane” Carter is free. On 
January 11 the U.S. Supreme Court re-
fused to hear a motion by Acting Passaic 
County Prosecutor John Goceljak to re-
instate triple-murder convictions against 
Carter and his codefendant John Artis. 
The decision deals an important blow to 
racist police frame-ups.

The long road to freedom for Carter 
and Artis has been filled with deliberate 
injustices. They were convicted twice, 
once in 1967 and in a retrial in 1976, for 
the murder of three whites in a Paterson, 
New Jersey, bar. 

The prosecution relied heavily on 
the testimony of two whites who were 
caught by police committing a burglary 
near the bar at the time. The “witness-
es” later recanted their testimony and 
stated that police had pressured them 
to falsely incriminate the defendants in 
return for favors in their own criminal 
cases. 

January 21, 1963
One thousand miners of U.S. Steel 

Corporation’s huge Robena coal fields 
at Carmichaels, Pa., are standing fast in 
their refusal to return to work pending 
further investigation of two explosions 
that killed 39 men. 

A public hearing into the latest disas-
ter has begun. That was the blast which 
ripped through the Robena No. 3 mine 
at the Frosty Run shaft Dec. 6, killing 
37 men. Two months earlier two other 
miners died in an explosion at this same 
Robena mine.

James Kelly, recording secretary of 
United Mine Workers Local 6321, said 
the miners wanted to know what caused 
the explosions, what has been done to 
correct the explosive conditions, and 
what guarantees there are that there will 
be no more explosions. 

The steel corporation ordered the men 
back to work, but the miners are ignoring 
that order on the grounds that adequate 
safety measures have not been taken. 

January 22, 1938
The breathing space offered French 

capitalism by the People’s Front has come 
to an end. The fall of the Chautemps 
government last Friday ushered in a 
new period of instability which, unless 
war intervenes, will not be terminated 
until the workers either take power or 
are beaten into submission by a frontal 
attack on their organizations. 

After 19 months of the People’s Front 
the workers face the same alternative, 
which has been before them ever since 
the Fascist rising in February 1934.

The power that was in their grasp dur-
ing the great strikes of June 1936 was 
saved for the bourgeoisie by the People’s 
Front. 

The workers were headed off by 
the joint and strenuous efforts of the 
Socialist and Stalinist parties. Through 
them, the bourgeoisie dispersed the ti-
tanic energies of the aroused masses far 
more efficiently than it ever could have 
done by using the weapon of Fascism. 

New York City school bus drivers and their supporters rally outside City Hall Jan 6. 

NYC school bus drivers  
prepare possible strike

NEW YORK—Thousands of school 
bus drivers rallied outside City Hall 
here Jan. 6 urging the city to negotiate 
to avoid a strike after contracts with the 
New York City Department of Education 
expired in December. The 8,800 driv-
ers are represented by Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1181.  

At issue is the city’s refusal to main-
tain employee protection provisions in 
more than 1,100 school bus contracts 
being put up for bid for the first time in 
more than 30 years.  

The protections require any bus com-
pany that wins a new contract with the 
city to hire employees from companies 
that lose their contracts in order of se-
niority, at the same rate of pay and with 
pension benefits intact.  

“The elimination of [job protections] 
in this bid not only impacts the safety 
of general education school children, 
but especially impacts New York City’s 
special education children who are 
most in need of an experienced, steady 
and professional workforce,” Michael 
Cordiello, president of ATU Local 1181, 
said in a statement. 

More than 150,000 public and paro-
chial school students get yellow bus ser-
vice daily.  

In an opinion piece in the Jan. 3 New 
York Daily News, Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott emphasized the need to 
“control the costs of this service.”  

“There’s nothing to negotiate,” 
Walcott told the New York Post. A 2011 
State Court of Appeals ruling “indicated 
that the employee protection program 
they wanted included is illegal,” he said.  

—Brian Williams

East, Gulf coast dockworkers 
resist concession demands

The International Longshoremen’s 
Association, representing 14,500 dock-
workers on the U.S. East and Gulf 
coasts, continues to be locked in nego-
tiations with the United States Maritime 
Alliance over bosses’ concession de-
mands to curtail pay raises and elimi-
nate work rules that protect workers’ 
wages and safety. 

From the outset of talks in March 
2012, the Maritime Alliance, which rep-
resents shippers and terminal operators 
in 14 ports from Maine to Texas, has 
pushed for concessions to boost produc-
tivity and profits. The strike deadline 
has been extended twice, most recently 
from Dec. 28 to Feb. 6. 

“We’ve worked with them for decades 
and they’ve never taken this position,” 

ILA spokesman James McNamara told 
American Shipper in August. “The pro-
posals they made would gut any gain 
we’ve made in the past 30 years.” 

“We’re working from 6 a.m. to mid-
night, five days a week,” ILA member 
Monte Simmons, who drives a large 
forklift that moves containers, told the 
Militant Jan. 5 on his way to work on 
the dock in Newark, N.J. “The company 
wants to change our blows so we don’t 
get any breaks.” Blows are two-hour 
paid breaks the drivers get after work-
ing for four hours, won by the union as a 
safety measure. 

Longshore work, as it’s organized un-
der capitalism, is among the most dan-
gerous occupations, with a fatality rate 
higher than firefighters. 

The most recent contract extension 
came after the bosses agreed “in prin-
ciple” to maintain royalty payments for 
handling container traffic won by long-
shoremen as part of their wages in 1960. 
The payments were to make up in part 
for the massive loss of jobs from the 
shift to container shipping. 

“Management’s primary goal in these 
negotiations is to maintain the competi-
tive position and market share of the 
ports by improving productivity and 
removing the inefficiencies that threat-

en the economic viability of the ports,” 
Maritime Alliance Chief Executive 
Officer James Capo said in a statement 
released early in the negotiations.

Many of the bosses’ demands are 
contained in supplementary local agree-
ments that are part of the negotiations, 
especially those between the ILA and 
the New York Shipping Association. 

Among the most contentious issues 
are relief staffing, minimum hours and 
starting times. These are both safety and 

pay issues for longshore workers, many 
of whom don’t get a full 40-hour week. 

One important gain won by ILA 
members that the bosses are targeting 
is guaranteed full-day’s pay whenever 
they are called out to work a ship. 

“Early on, the ILA negotiated a guar-
antee of a day’s pay,” the union said in 
a statement. “Otherwise, the employer 
had no obligation to pay if a vessel did 
not arrive on schedule.” 

—John Studer

$24

pathfinderpress.com

Over the past two months more than a dozen work-
ers have sent in blood money contributions to build the 
communist movement. Most have come from so-called 
holiday bonuses and gift cards handed out by the bosses 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Maggie Trowe and Ellen Brickley from Des Moines, 
Iowa, each sent in $25 from a Thanksgiving holiday gift 
card given to workers at a plastics factory. 

“This came after a concerted speedup giving operators 
more than one machine to run,” Trowe wrote in a note 
with the check. “The temporary workers received noth-
ing, and got laid off for Thanksgiving week.” 

John Benson and Janice Lynn, who work at a food pro-
cessing plant in Atlanta, sent in a check for $83.33 with 
the comment, “Here are ‘Christmas bonus’ payments for 
the Capital Fund. Meanwhile, the production lines are 
running faster and faster.” 

Blood money is a term communist workers use to de-
scribe one-off payments from bosses—safety, attendance 
and production bonuses, contract-signing incentives, holi-

day gifts and the like—used as bribes to press workers 
to accept speedup, wage cuts, concession contracts and 
dangerous working conditions.

Class-conscious workers take this blood money and 
turn it into contributions to the Socialist Workers Party’s 
Capital Fund, which helps finance long-range projects to 
build the communist movement.

Eric Simpson in San Francisco sent in a check for $60 
from an “On Time Performance” bonus from United 
Airlines, where he works. He enclosed a flyer for a dem-
onstration in solidarity with Machinists at United’s main-
tenance base. The flyer explains that contract negotiations 
have been going on since 2009 and that workers have 
taken concessions since 1994.

“United pays the bonus based on their system-wide re-
cord of flights being on time,” Simpson wrote. “But United 
hasn’t been ‘on time’ when it comes to the contract.” 

To make a contribution to the Capital Fund, write to or 
call Militant distributors listed on page 8. 

—EMMA JOHNSON

Workers donate bosses’ speedup bribes to communist movement
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Reunification of Korea

Court upholds secrecy of gov’t assassination protocol

Continued from front page

by Louis MaRTin
In a blow to workers’ rights, Judge 

Colleen McMahon of the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York upheld the Barack Obama ad-
ministration’s refusal to disclose infor-
mation on the legal justifications and 
protocol for assassinating those it la-
bels “terrorists,” including 2011 drone 
strikes that killed three U.S. citizens in 
Yemen. 

The Jan. 2 ruling turned down 
separate requests under the Freedom 
of Information Act by the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the New York 
Times for access to documents detail-
ing Washington’s secret drone assassi-
nation program. 

The ACLU lawsuit said the Justice 
Department, Defense Department and 
CIA were illegally denying requests 
for information about the legal basis for 
what the government calls “targeted 
killings” and the process for selecting 
the targets. In refusing the requests, the 
government simply claims disclosure 
would endanger “national security.” 

The suit cited public comments 

made by President Obama, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and other offi-
cials about the drone program, arguing 
that the government could not credibly 
claim “state secrets privilege” in this 
case. 

The Times had requested opinions 
written by the Justice Department’s 
Office of Legal Counsel on the legal-
ity of killing U.S. citizens following 
reports in 2010 that New Mexico-born 
Anwar al-Awlaki had been placed on 
Washington’s kill list.

Obama had declared al-Awlaki a 
government target for assassination, 
claiming he was a central leader of 
al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
with links to terrorist actions. But no 
charges were ever brought against him 
nor against Samir Khan, another U.S. 
citizen killed in a September 2011 at-
tack in Yemen. 

Al-Awlaki’s 16-year-old son 
Abdulrahman was killed in a separate 
drone strike two weeks later, which 
Washington said was a “mistake.” 

“I can find no way around the thicket 
of laws and precedents that effectively 

allow the Executive Branch of our gov-
ernment to proclaim as perfectly lawful 
certain actions that seem on their face 
incompatible with our Constitution and 
laws, while keeping the reasons for 
their conclusion a secret,” McMahon 
wrote. 

The administration’s open defense 
of assassinations is at the forefront of 
the government’s assault on the Fifth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
which states that no citizen shall be 
“deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.” 

President Obama has been playing 
a key role in the selection of assassina-
tion targets, signing off on every strike 
in Yemen and Somalia, as well as many 
of those in Pakistan. In March last year 
Attorney General Eric Holder argued 
that this does not violate the Fifth 
Amendment because the president’s 
considered judgment amounts to due 
process. 

The New York Times is among the 
liberal critics of the administration’s 
leeway in conducting drone attacks. Its 
editors have called for a legal frame-
work that would legitimize government 
assassinations. 

Both the Times and ACLU said they 
will appeal McMahon’s ruling. 

In a different suit litigated by the 
Center for Constitutional Rights and 
the ACLU, families of the three U.S. 
citizens killed in Yemen are suing 
top-ranking government officials, in-
cluding Defense Secretary Panetta, 
Joint Special Operations Commander 
Joseph Votel and former CIA Director 
David Petraeus. 

The suit charges the assassinations 
violated international human rights and 
the U.S. Constitution. 

The government filed a motion to 
dismiss the case Dec. 14. The judge has 
yet to issue a ruling. 

the moves of the imperialists to in-
terfere in the internal affairs of other 
sovereign states and their acts of mili-
tary aggression pose a serious threat to 
peace and security of mankind,” said 
Kim in his Jan. 1 speech. “The Asia-
Pacific region, the Korean Peninsula in 
particular, has become the hottest spot 
in the world in which constant tension 
persists.”

The U.S. rulers imposed a capitalist 
regime on the South in the course of the 
1950-53 Korean War. After the imperi-
alists army was defeated in the North, 
Washington refused to sign a peace trea-
ty and remains officially at war with the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
to this day. 

Washington maintains more than 
28,000 troops in the South, some 32,000 
across the Korea Strait in Japan, and 
still retains “wartime control” over the 
South Korean military. 

Washington, seoul military exercises
The U.S. and South Korea have con-

ducted a series of provocative military 
drills over the past year aimed at intimi-
dating the DPRK. In June, 2,000 South 
Korean and U.S. forces conducted op-
erations at Poncheon near the North 
Korean border. One of the drills had a 
North Korean flag as its target. 

At the end of October, U.S. troops 
joined 240,000 South Korean troops 
in military maneuvers to “prepare for 
provocations by North Korea.” 

“We will continue working shoulder 
to shoulder to demonstrate our com-
bined resolve,” U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told South Korean Defense 
Minister Kim Kwan-Jin on the day be-
fore the exercises began. 

The drill came a week after Seoul an-
nounced a new pact with Washington 
that will triple the range of South Korean 
ballistic missiles, enabling them to reach 
anywhere in the North. 

In December, the Barack Obama ad-
ministration announced it will provide 
South Korea with four Global Hawk 

aerial drones to expand spying on the 
DPRK. While the drones are designed 
for intelligence, the Dec. 29 New York 
Times reported, they could be modified 
to carry a weapon. 

new south Korean president
Park Geun-hye was elected as the 

new president of South Korea Dec. 20 in 
a close and hotly contested race, the first 
woman in the country’s history to be-
come president. Park is the daughter of 
former President Park Chung-hee, who 
ruled South Korea with a iron fist, jail-
ing and torturing thousands, before be-
ing assassinated by his chief spy in 1979. 

Relations with North Korea were 
among the central issues in the elec-
tion. Park’s opponent, Moon Jae-in, 
who had been imprisoned under his 
opponent’s father, won two-thirds of 
the vote among Koreans in their 20s 
and 30s. Moon campaigned for a re-
turn of the “sunshine policy,” which 
refers to 10 years of improving rela-
tions between the governments of the 
North and South that included sum-
mits, South Korean investments in the 
North, and reunions of separated fam-
ilies. The policy was reversed under 
outgoing President Lee Myung-bak, 
who was elected in 2008.

Park vowed to keep a “promise of a 
new era of strong national security.” But 

widespread working-class sentiment for 
reunification was reflected when she 
said she hoped to meet with the North’s 
Kim Jong Un and improve economic 
and political relations. 

North Korea successfully launched 
a long-range rocket bearing a weather 
satellite into space Dec. 12, the week be-
fore the election in the South. The North, 
Fox News reported, is “one of the few 
countries to have successfully launched 
a working satellite into space from its 
own soil; bitter rival South Korea is not 
on the list, though it has tried.” 

The United Nations Security Council 
condemned the achievement, saying it 
violated a 2009 council resolution ban-

ning “any launch using ballistic missile 
technology.” The resolution had been 
adopted under U.S. pressure after North 
Korea conducted a nuclear detonation 
test. 

The White House called it a “highly 
provocative act that threatens regional 
security.” 

Meanwhile, in the midst of U.S.-
led moves to further isolate North 
Korea, former New Mexico Gov. Bill 
Richardson and Eric Schmidt, executive 
chairman of Google, led a humanitarian 
visit to the country. U.S. authorities have 
bitterly denounced the trip, arguing it 
will “boost Pyongyang’s profile,” re-
ported the Associated Press. 
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Today’s accelerating 
global capitalist slump ac-
companies a continuation 
of the most far-reaching 
shift in Washington’s 
military policy and orga-
nization since the U.S. 
buildup toward World War 
II. Class-struggle-minded 
working people must face 
this historic turning point 
for imperialism, and chart 
a revolutionary course to 
confront it.

The huge economic and 
cultural inequalities between 
imperialist and semicolonial 
countries, and among class-
es within almost every coun-
try, are produced and ac-
centuated by the workings 
of capitalism. For vanguard 
workers to build parties able 
to lead a successful revolu-
tionary struggle for power 
in our own countries, our 
activity must be guided by 
a strategy to close this gap.

$14

“Capitalism’s Long Hot Winter Has Begun” “Our Politics Start with the World”
by Jack Barnesby Jack Barnes
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Some 2,000 U.S. and South Korean troops held largest live fire drills since Korean War, 
June 22, 2012, at Poncheon, near North Korean border. Targets included North Korean flag. 

books in Greece
Continued from page 2
ration with the association and reprints 
extensively from the English-language 
Pathfinder book The Cuban Five: Who 
They Are, Why They Were Framed, 
Why They Should be Free. 

“The Cuban Five are worthy sons of 
Cuba, steeped in Che’s internationalist 
spirit,” Sanidas said. “The resistance of 
the five is part of the resistance of the 
people of Cuba to more than 50 years 
of unrelenting hostility by Washington. 
We hope the book will help win more 
people to the international fight for their 
release.”

The audience included a number of 
local school teachers and several stu-
dents. A broad spectrum of political 
viewpoints was represented, including 
several members of the Communist 
Party of Greece and a delegation of the 
local Syriza youth organization. 

The two local dailies Olympio Vima 
and I Imerisia ran articles on the meet-
ing. Approximately 40 books were sold 
at the event, including nine copies of 
Socialism and Man in Cuba and 16 cop-
ies of The Five Cuban Fighters in U.S. 
Jails. 

$16
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New Egypt constitution 
targets workers’ rights
Unionist: ‘Laws forbid strikes, yet people strike’

Spain: Workers fight evictions
Continued from front page
mount. 

Spain’s economy went into a tail-
spin in 2007 when a massive bubble 
in real estate burst in the midst of a 
deepening worldwide crisis of capi-
talist production and trade. 

After five years of deepening de-
pression conditions, there are 4.85 
million workers without jobs, 10.3 
percent higher than a year ago. In 1.7 
million households across the coun-
try there is not a single family mem-
ber who earns a wage. The Madrid 
Confederation of Employers and 
Industries predicts that unemploy-
ment will reach 6 million in 2013. 

Following the crash in the housing 
market, home values plummeted 26 
percent while workers holding mort-
gages saw their jobs and wages disap-
pear. 

Under Spain’s 100-year-old mort-
gage laws, “homeowners” must con-
tinue paying mortgages even after 
losing their homes. 

Not only do the evicted often face a 
lifetime of mortgage debt, but are also 
placed on a blacklist that makes it vir-
tually impossible to rent an apartment 
anywhere. 

Spain, the fourth largest economy 

in the eurozone, has no emergency 
shelter system for families who lose 
their housing. 

In growing numbers of working-
class neighborhoods, the New York 
Times reported, “there are weekly 
clashes with the police and banking 
officials, as housing advocates and 
volunteers try to resist the evictions.” 

Sometimes they are successful. The 
social pressures and some demonstra-
tions have led unions of locksmiths in 
a few cities to refuse to participate in 
evictions. 

One protest group, named the 
Mortgage Holders’ Platform, founded 
in Barcelona four years ago, reports it 
has prevented 510 evictions. 

Many victims of eviction become 
“okupas,” reentering their old apart-
ment after being thrown out or taking 
up residence in abandoned buildings. 
Because of the collapse of the hous-
ing industry there are an estimated 
2 million empty housing units in the 
country. 

“Squatting has become so com-
mon,” the Times reported, “that some 
real estate companies are reluctant to 
put signs on the outsides of buildings 
indicating that an apartment is avail-
able.” 

Thousands of workers from Misr Spinning factory in Mahalla, Egypt, protest Nov. 27, 2012, 
against proposed government restrictions on democratic rights, unions and freedom to worship.

by SETh galiNSky
With the participation of less than 

one-third of all eligible voters, a new 
constitution in Egypt was approved by 
a 63.8 percent majority in two Saturdays 
of voting that ended Dec. 22. 

The constitution, which restricts dem-
ocratic rights, unions and freedom of 
worship, is designed to consolidate the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s hold on the reins 
of government and demonstrate that the 
party can effectively rule on behalf of 
the capitalist class as a whole. 

Brotherhood leader Mohamed Morsi 
was elected president in June 2012, tak-
ing over from the military regime that 
ruled for 17 months after the army oust-
ed the increasingly unpopular dictator-
ship of Hosni Mubarak in a bid to estab-
lish a more stable capitalist government. 
Since the elections, the Brotherhood and 
army, still the chief pillar of power, have 
engaged in an uneasy alliance.

While sections of the capitalists op-
pose the Brotherhood’s growing power, 
they share a desire to clamp down on 
workers’ rights and political space to or-
ganize that opened in the course of the 
overthrow of Mubarak following sev-
eral weeks of protests in February 2011. 
At the same time, the factional struggle 
among the propertied rulers helps to 
maintain this political space, which 
workers continue to use to advance their 
interests.

Hundreds of thousands of people, 
both for and against the constitution, 
demonstrated in the days leading up to 
the first weekend of voting. The largest 
actions against the constitution were or-
ganized by the National Salvation Front, 
a coalition led by bourgeois parties 

that especially opposed provisions that 
strengthen the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
domination of the government.

Several bloody clashes took place be-
tween the opposing sides, but after the 
initial vote totals showed a majority for 
the new document, the demonstrations 
petered out. 

In late December, Amr Moussa, for-
eign minister for 10 years under the 
Mubarak regime and one of the central 
spokespeople of the opposition coali-
tion, called for a truce. He proposed that 
Morsi form a cabinet that would include 
opposition leaders, as well as Morsi’s 
Muslim Brotherhood—the country’s 
largest and best-organized capitalist 
party—and that labor strikes be sus-
pended. 

Just prior to the vote, Morsi issued a 
decree giving himself power to replace 
many officials of the government-fund-
ed Egyptian Trade Union Federation, 
the only legal union federation un-
der the Mubarak dictatorship. Many 
trade unionists called this move the 
“Brotherhoodization” of the group. 

The old Mubarak federation, still the 
largest in the country, officially backed 
Morsi’s decrees. But some of its leaders 
publicly disagreed. “The president has 
given himself powers equal to that of a 
king,” union official Abdel Monein El-
Gamal told Egypt’s Daily News. He not-
ed that there were members of the fed-
eration at protests both for and against 
Morsi. 

The new constitution says that only 
one trade union is allowed “per profes-
sion,” a clause directed at independent 
trade unions that began organizing 
years prior to the overthrow of Mubarak 
and mushroomed after his removal. In 
many workplaces both the old federa-
tion and new unions exist side by side. 

While the main independent trade 
unions joined the protests against the 
constitution, the parties that have led 
the Salvation Front “have their own 
agenda that is different than the work-
ers,” Fatma Ramadan, a leader of the 
Egyptian Federation of Independent 
Trade Unions, the largest of the new fed-
erations, said by phone from Cairo prior 
to the vote. 

“The trade unions, the workers can-
not overturn this constitution on their 
own,” Gamal Abu’l Oula Hassamin, 
director of the Center for Trade Union 
and Workers Services office in Mahalla 
El Kubra, told the Militant in a phone 
interview Jan. 2. “But we will be an 
active part of the next struggles that 
will come up.” The center is part of the 
Egyptian Democratic Labor Congress, 
the second largest of the independent 
federations. 

‘People not afraid anymore’
“You should understand that people 

are not afraid anymore,” said Hassamin. 
“Laws forbid demonstrations and 
strikes, yet people strike and demon-
strate. That is the big thing that has 
changed” since the removal of Mubarak. 

In the middle of the voting, thousands 
of workers at Eastern Tobacco in Cairo 
won a two-day strike for higher wages. 
On Dec. 25, three days after the consti-
tution was approved, some 200 workers 

went on strike at the Ezz Steel factory 
in Suez, shutting down production to 
protest unsafe working conditions. On 
Dec. 29, workers at Chemical Industries 
Development, a government-owned 
pharmaceutical company, struck in 
Cairo, protesting poor work conditions 
and reduced wages. 

According to Egypt’s daily Al Masry 
Al Youm, in 2012 there were more than 
150 strikes and 2,000 labor protests and 
demonstrations involving nearly 1 mil-
lion workers. 

The week before the voting started 
Morsi announced new sales taxes on 
soft drinks, beer, cigarettes, cellphone 
services, cooking oil and fertilizers, as 
part of winning a $4.8 billion loan from 
the International Monetary Fund, but 

then put the measures on hold that same 
night. 

Prime Minister Hisham Qandil an-
nounced Dec. 30 that talks over condi-
tions for winning the loan were about 
to resume. Al Ahram daily reported that 
Qandil promised that “new taxes will 
not touch vital and basic commodities 
such as fuel and bread. I want to reas-
sure Egyptians that there is no govern-
mental intention to increase fuel prices 
in the coming period.” 

But many working people, including 
among those who voted for the new con-
stitution, are skeptical about the govern-
ment’s plans. Capitalists are pushing to 
reduce or eliminate subsidies for fuel, 
which reportedly equals one-fifth of the 
country’s gross domestic product.  
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Below is an excerpt from Writings 
of Leon Trotsky 1937-38, one of 
Pathfinder’s Books of the Month for 
January. Trotsky was a central leader 
of the October 1917 Russian Revolution. 
The book contains his correspondence 
with supporters of the Left Opposition 
around the world as they defended the 
communist course of the revolution and 
its leadership under V.I. Lenin, against 
the counterrevolution led by Joseph 
Stalin.

This article appeared in the August 
1938 Clave, a revolutionary magazine 
published in Mexico City where Trotsky 
was living in exile. The Confederation 
of Mexican Workers (CTM) was the 
main trade union federation in Mexico, 
headed by Vicente Lombardo Toledano, 
a Stalinist. The GPU was the Soviet se-
cret police under Stalin. Copyright © 
1970 by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by 
permission. 

BY LEON TROTSKY
A campaign against the reactionary 

press is underway in Mexico. The attack 
is being directed by the CTM leaders, 
or, more precisely, by Mr. Lombardo 
Toledano personally. The objective is to 
“curb” the reactionary press, either by 
placing it under a democratic censorship 
or by banning it altogether. The trade 
unions have been mobilized for war. 

The incurable democrats, corrupted 
by their experience with a Stalinized 
Moscow and headed by “friends” of the 
GPU, have hailed this campaign, which 
cannot be regarded as anything but sui-
cidal. In fact, it is not difficult to fore-
see that even if this campaign triumphs 
and leads to practical results that suit 
the taste of Lombardo Toledano, the ul-
timate consequences will be borne pri-
marily by the working class.

Both theory and historical expe-
rience testify that any restriction of 
democracy in bourgeois society is, 
in the final analysis, invariably di-
rected against the proletariat, just as 
any taxes that are imposed also fall 
on the shoulders of the working class. 
Bourgeois democracy is of use to the 
proletariat only insofar as it opens 
up the way for the development of 
the class struggle. Consequently, any 
working class “leader” who arms the 
bourgeois state with special means for 
controlling public opinion in general 
and the press in particular is, precisely, 
a traitor. In the last analysis, the sharp-
ening of the class struggle will impel 
the bourgeoisie of every stripe to reach 
an agreement among themselves; they 
will then pass special laws, all sorts of 
restrictive measures, and all kinds of 
“democratic” censorship against the 
working class. Anyone who has not yet 
understood this should get out of the 
ranks of the working class.

“But at times,” some “friends” of the 
USSR will object, “the dictatorship of 

the proletariat is forced to resort to spe-
cial measures, particularly against the 
reactionary press.”

“This objection,” we reply, “comes 
down primarily to trying to identify a 
workers’ state with a bourgeois state. 
Even though Mexico is a semicolonial 
country, it is also a bourgeois state, and 
in no way a workers’ state. However, 
even from the standpoint of the inter-
ests of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, banning bourgeois newspapers 
or censoring them does not in the least 
constitute a ‘program,’ or a ‘principle,’ 
or an ideal setup. Measures of this kind 
can only be a temporary, unavoidable 
evil.”

Once at the helm, the proletariat may 
find itself forced, for a certain time, to 
take special measures against the bour-
geoisie, if the bourgeoisie assumes an 
attitude of open rebellion against the 
workers’ state. In that case, restricting 
freedom of the press goes hand in hand 
with all the other measures employed in 
waging a civil war. Naturally, if you are 
forced to use artillery and planes against 
the enemy, you cannot permit this same 
enemy to maintain his own centers of 
news and propaganda within the armed 
camp of the proletariat. Nonetheless, in 
this instance, too, if the special mea-
sures are extended until they become 
an enduring pattern, they in themselves 
carry the danger of getting out of hand 
and of the workers’ bureaucracy gaining 
a political monopoly that would be one 
of the sources of its degeneration.

We have a living example of such a 
dynamic before us in the detestable sup-
pression of freedom of speech and of the 
press that is now the rule in the Soviet 
Union. This has nothing to do with the 
interests of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. On the contrary, it is designed to 
protect the interests of the new govern-
ing caste from the worker and peasant 
opposition. …

The real tasks of the workers’ state lie 
not in clamping a police gag on public 
opinion but rather in freeing it from the 
yoke of capital. This can be done only by 
placing the means of production, includ-
ing the production of public information, 
in the hands of society as a whole. Once 
this fundamental socialist step has been 
taken, all currents of public opinion that 
have not taken up arms against the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat must be given 
the opportunity to express themselves 
freely. … One of the main causes of the 
degeneration of the state apparatus is the 
Stalinist bureaucracy’s monopolization 
of the press, which threatens to reduce 
all the gains of the October Revolution 
to utter ruin. …

But only the blind or feebleminded 
could think that as the result of a ban on 
the reactionary press the workers and 
peasants can free themselves from the 
influence of reactionary ideas. In reality, 
only the greatest freedom of speech, of 
the press, and of assembly can create fa-
vorable conditions for the advance of the 
revolutionary movement of the working 
class.

It is essential to wage a relentless 
struggle against the reactionary press. 
But workers cannot let the repressive fist 
of the bourgeois state substitute for the 
struggle that they must wage through 
their own organizations and their own 
press. Today the state may appear to be 
“kindly” disposed to the workers’ or-
ganizations; tomorrow the government 
may fall, will inevitably fall, into the 
hands of the most reactionary elements 
of the bourgeoisie. In that case, whatever 
restrictive legislation that exists will be 
thrown at the workers. Only adventurers 
with no thought other than for the needs 
of the moment would fail to heed such 
a danger.

The most effective way to combat the 
bourgeois press is to expand the work-
ing class press.

Leon Trotsky in exile in Turkey, early 1931. “Suppression of freedom of speech and of the 
press,” Trotsky said, “has nothing to do with the interests” of the working class.
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Editorial ‘Fiscal cliff’ deal

Bipartisan vote continues NSA spy program

Continued from front page

The fiscal problems of the bosses’ government, like 
their financial and banking troubles, are not among 
the causes of the capitalist crisis that is devastating the 
lives of millions of working people. That crisis stems 
from a worldwide slowdown in capitalist production, 
trade and employment, and a decades-long squeeze 
on industrial rates of profit. The propertied rulers’ fis-
cal crisis is but a symptom of the deeper problem, for 
which they have no solution. 

And while no amount of fiscal fiddling can reverse 
the crisis, all moves to balance their budget will be 
foisted with maximum weight on the backs of work-
ing people. 

Underneath the Democratic and Republican politi-
cians’ fierce haggling over tax schemes and how much 
and how fast to cut government expenses—with so-
cial programs as the primary and ultimate targets—is 
bipartisan agreement to drive down the austerity road, 
as are the capitalist rulers throughout Europe. The 
disastrous consequences for working people that lie 
ahead can be seen today in the debt-laden countries of 
Greece and Spain.  

Amid the debate and invocation of “cliffs,” “ceil-
ings” and other fetishized images designed for mass 
consumption, the squabbling representatives of capital 
in Congress all seek to garner support among work-
ing people for the austerity course. While they may 

disagree over how much support they have or need to 
carry it out, they push to make us accept that working 
people need to sacrifice and that these sacrifices will 
be shared by all for the good of the “nation.”

In their sights today are the jobs and wages of gov-
ernment workers and social services and programs 
that working people have come to depend on. They 
have trepidations about going too far too fast, as well 
they should. This will become one of many battle-
grounds of working-class resistance.

As workers, we have no interest in how the capitalist 
class organizes to get the money to fund their govern-
ment—to beef up their cops and prisons; to pay for 
their ever-expanding government; to pay for the profit-
producing interest they rake in on their government 
bonds; to balance their budget. It’s from this point of 
view that conscious workers should reject “tax the 
rich” demagogy emanating from the mouthpieces of 
substantial sections of the propertied rulers.

Communists have no tax program under capitalism, 
other than to oppose taxes levied against workers. 

We produce all wealth, the great bulk of which is 
expropriated by the owners of capital under the sys-
tem of wage labor. Out of our fights to retain as much 
as possible will grow a mighty proletarian movement 
to fight to take political power out of the capitalists’ 
hands and build a workers and farmers government. 

Continued from front page

“The deal averts calamity for the time being,” said 
the Financial Times, “but only at the expense of set-
ting up a potentially even more explosive showdown 
two months from now.”  

The decision to begin with a package that includes 
some tax hikes for those with higher reported incomes 
is more an appeal to the notion of “shared sacrifice” for 
the “nation’s” troubles than it is about raising revenue. 

While lower echelons of the bourgeoisie and other 
wealthy layers beholden to them will pay a little more 
in taxes, it won’t be enough to make them move to 
Russia to hang out with actor Gerard Depardieu, who 
recently left France to avoid higher taxes. Of course, 
the real wealth of the big bourgeois families is not dis-
closed on tax forms or anywhere else. And they can 
pay all the lawyers and accountants they need to make 
use of “loopholes”—it’s their system. 

“Both the president and House Republicans have 
agreed to shrink a critical part of the government to 
its smallest in at least half a century,” stated a Dec. 18 
New York Times article. The steepest cuts are aimed at 
“discretionary spending,” the part of the federal gov-
ernment budget covering everything except defense, 
“national security” agencies, interest paid on the debt 
and Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security expendi-
tures. But these latter three “entitlements” are on the 
chopping block as well.  

The $110 billion in spending cuts, which were sup-
posed to take effect Jan. 1, were put off by the capital-
ist rulers for two months as they work to win more 
support and angle to avoid provoking workers’ resis-
tance. It’s the opening wedge of a plan to cut at least 
$1.2 trillion from the U.S. budget over the next decade. 

This scheme originated after a bipartisan “super-
committee” set up in 2011—the Joint Select Committee 
on Deficit Reduction—became gridlocked on man-
dating how to carry out this course. Without an agree-
ment, Congress voted to enact future automatic cuts 
that would be “triggered” to social programs and the 
military in 2013 if an agreement couldn’t be reached 
before then. This was the “fiscal cliff.” 

Obama at the time called for “balancing” raising 
taxes and cutting Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security programs. In 2011 he said he could be open to 
raising the Medicare eligibility age from 65 to 67 and 
lowering the yearly cost-of-living adjustment for those 
on Social Security; two proposals that House Speaker 
John Boehner has recently been promoting.  

Obama has been pushing for $400 billion in cuts 
from Medicare and other programs over the next de-
cade. Boehner has argued for cuts of $600 billion.  

The new tax code increased the payroll tax—one of 
the most regressive forms of taxation, affecting work-
ers with the lowest incomes the most—by 2 percent 
to 6.2 percent. Two years ago it had been cut to 4.2 
percent in hopes this would “stimulate” the economy. 
Some 77 percent of households will receive a higher 
tax bill this year, according to the Tax Policy Center.  

Some Republicans, despite so-called philosophical 
opposition to raising taxes, especially on the top in-
come brackets, decided to back the tax hike on income 
over $450,000. One-third of them joined Democrats in 
approving the bill in the House.  

While they have yet to come up with ominous new 
images like “fiscal cliff,” the rulers have built in a se-
ries of events—from the March deadline to deal with 
the congressionally mandated budget cuts to hitting 
the federal debt “ceiling” to the upcoming debate on 
the 2014 budget—as pegs for austerity measures they 
advance.

At the end of February, government borrowing to 
cover spending is expected to reach the debt limit of 
$16.4 trillion, posing the need for Congress to once 
again raise it, as it has done 40 times over the past 30 
years. Boehner insists any raise must be matched with 
spending cuts exceeding any debt level increase, re-
ported the Wall Street Journal.  

Also, the current budget only allocates federal gov-
ernment funds through March 27. Unless Congress 
approves additional funds for the rest of the fiscal year, 
a shutdown would result in the layoff of tens of thou-
sands of public workers.  

Following passage of the fiscal law, Moody’s 
Investors Service said it might cut the U.S. govern-
ment’s credit rating, making clear the cuts put in 
place so far are not enough to satisfy the wealthy 
bondholders.  

gard protections under the Fourth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, which guarantees “the right 
of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable search-
es and seizures.” The only exception, the Bill of 
Rights states, should be under court warrant “sup-
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly de-
scribing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized.”  

Two weeks before passage of the most recent exten-
sion of the NSA wiretapping, government lawyers told 
U.S. District Judge Jeffrey White to throw out a five-
year challenge to the program because allowing the 
case to be heard in court would reveal “state secrets.” 

Secret wiretap court set up in 1978
The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act was ad-

opted in 1978 following the Watergate scandal and 
lawsuits filed by the Socialist Workers Party and oth-
ers that revealed widespread spying and disruption 
against unionists, Black rights fighters and other po-
litical activists by the FBI and other government spy 
outfits. It was promoted by liberals and civil libertar-
ians as a way to restrain “illegal” spying while open-
ing the door to ongoing use of FBI snoops. 

Under FISA, the government set up secret courts 
empowered to approve wiretaps and search warrants 
requested by spy agencies. In its first 26 years, FISA 
courts turned down only five of the 19,000 requests 
from federal cops. 

It was the FISA courts, for example, that rubber-
stamped the searches and wiretaps of the Cuban Five 
that were used to frame them up on conspiracy charg-
es in 2001. (See article page 4.) 

After Sept. 11, the Bush administration, claiming 
FISA’s warrant requirements were too restrictive, se-
cretly instructed the NSA to conduct warrantless wire-
taps of people it thought might have links to terrorism. 
The agency received support in this effort from most 
of the big communications companies. 

After parts of the program were revealed by the 
Times, Congress overwhelmingly passed a bill in 
2008 legalizing and incorporating it into FISA. The 
legislation granted immunity from prosecution for 
constitutional rights violations to AT&T, Verizon and 
the other companies.

All this was extended in the bill signed by Obama 
Dec. 30. 

In the course of the congressional debate, there were 
some challenges to the program. The strongest came 
from Rand Paul, Republican senator from Kentucky, 
in a bill he submitted co-sponsored by Republican 

Sen. Mike Lee from Utah.
“Our independence and the Fourth Amendment go 

hand in hand,” Paul told his Senate brethren. 
Rand’s proposed bill would have restricted the gov-

ernment from seizing any communications without 
permission of its author, or that under the strict re-
quirement of the Fourth Amendment a specific court-
ordered warrant had be issued, based on probable 
cause. The proposal was rejected with only a dozen 
yes votes. 

Even calls for a little more public information about 
the program were rejected out of hand.

Sen. Jeff Merkley, Democrat from Oregon, asked 
that the Senate be given some information about what 
“the important rulings and precedents of the secret 
court might be, with the understanding that nothing 
endangering national security would be declassified,” 
the American Conservative reported. 

The request was voted down. 
“Who needs to know these things anyway?” the 

American Conservative commented sarcastically. 
“That’s why the government hires national-security 
professionals, who will always act in our interests.” 

The class action lawsuit, Carolyn Jewel et al. vs. 
National Security Agency et al., was filed on be-
half of subscribers to AT&T’s digital network by the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation—founded to defend 
free speech and privacy “in the networked world”—
against the NSA, then President George W. Bush, Vice 
President Richard Cheney, and other Bush administra-
tion officials. The Bush and Obama administrations 
have called for the lawsuit to be barred for national 
security reasons and on grounds of presidential privi-
lege. 

Part of the foundation’s lawsuit is a declaration by 
Mark Klein, a 22-year technician for AT&T, detailing 
how the company and the NSA built a special net-
work switching room—the “SG3 Secure Room”—in 
a company office in San Francisco to route electronic 
communications to the spy agency. 

 The suit is one of a number of legal challenges—
some already dismissed and others still in the courts.  

A previous legal challenge brought by the 
American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of Amnesty 
International and others was thrown out of court when 
the government argued that since the program is se-
cret, those bringing the suit couldn’t prove they were 
being wiretapped. As they say in legalese, they didn’t 
have “standing” to be in court. 

That decision was overturned by the Second District 
Court of Appeals in 2011 and is being reviewed by the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which heard oral arguments on 
Oct. 29. 
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