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SUPPLEMENT 

US hands off Syria! US troops out of Mideast!

Militant/Sarah Katz

Socialist Workers Party candidate for New York mayor Osborne Hart, right, joins 
strike support rally for workers at Spectrum-Time Warner Cable April 5.

The following statement was issued 
April 7 by Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for mayor of New York Osborne Hart.  

The 59 deadly Tomahawk missiles that U.S. 
military warships rained down on a Syrian gov-
ernment airfield April 6 will further escalate 
Washington’s decadeslong wars in the region. 

power to ever target civilians with nuclear bombs. It has used 
napalm and all kinds of weapons of mass slaughter, enforced 
its stifling and destructive economic embargo against Cuba for 
decades to make Cuba’s workers and farmers  pay for their so-
cialist revolution, and on and on.

Working people in the Middle East suffer from the carnage 
of the ongoing wars. The toilers in Syria organized massive 
popular mobilizations for political rights and against the regime 
in 2011, but were put down in blood. Since then, over 400,000 

Washington escalates 
war in Syria, Mideast
by JiM bradley

Washington deepened its widening military intervention in 
the Middle East and Syria’s six-year-old civil war April 6 by 
launching 59 Tomahawk cruise missiles from U.S. warships in 
the Mediterranean against Assad’s Al Shayrat air force base. 
They charge that the Bashar al-Assad dictatorship in Damascus 
used chemical weapons against civilians in the opposition-held 
town of Khan Sheikhoun, Idlib province, last week.

“Tonight, I ordered a targeted military strike on the air base 
in Syria from where the chemical attack was launched,” Presi-
dent Donald Trump told reporters at his Mar-a-Lago estate in 
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I demand stop the bombing! Get Washington’s 
troops out of the Middle East now!  

Washington’s wars against Iraq and the war 
in Afghanistan — the longest in U.S. history 
— both continue today. The administration 
of Donald Trump has been building on the 
course of the Barack Obama administration 
before him, increasing the number of troops in both countries, 
as well as in Syria. 

The course is bipartisan. Washington’s missile attack yes-
terday won applause from Democrats, New York Sen. Charles 
Schumer and Hillary Clinton, as well as the Washington Post. 

Washington’s attack has escalated the war and will lead to 
further slaughter of the toilers in Syria and the Middle East. 
The capitalist rulers who determine U.S. imperialist moves at 
home and abroad hold their economic and political interests 
paramount. Washington’s access to resources, markets and in-
vestment — and the prevention of any revolutionary action by 
workers and farmers in the region — guides their actions. 

Announcing the attack, Trump cynically called on “all civi-
lized nations to join us to end the slaughter and bloodshed in 
Syria,” cynically ignoring the deaths of more than 1,000 civil-
ians and others in U.S. bombing raids there over the past year. 
It is Washington’s wars that have provoked and prolonged the 
combat across the region, including creating the vacuum that 
led to the rise of the reactionary Islamic State. 

President Trump claims the missile strike is a response to a 
murderous chemical weapons attack on civilians days earlier. 
There is substantial evidence, including the direct testimony 
of survivors of the gas bombs, that the dictatorial Bashar al-
Assad regime was responsible. The chemical attack presented 
Washington an opportunity on a silver platter to escalate their 
intervention. 

Washington’s claims to moral authority are an affront to 
working people everywhere. The U.S. ruling class is the only 
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US hands off Syria! US troops out of Mideast!

Florida, where he is hosting a summit with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. 

Trump said that Assad’s repression has created a refugee cri-
sis that “continues to deepen, and the region continues to desta-
bilize, threatening the United States and its allies.” 

But the destabilization is the result of Washington’s wars in 
the region — Iraq three times, Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, Ye-
men and more.

Thirteen people were killed by the missile strikes, including 
five soldiers on the base and eight civilians near the facility. 
Four children were among the civilian deaths. The U.S. mili-
tary said the strikes damaged and destroyed aircraft, support 
infrastructure and equipment at the base. 

Moscow and Tehran immediately joined their ally in Damas-
cus condemning the U.S. strikes. They claimed Assad’s planes 
bombed a chemical weapons warehouse controlled by oppo-
nents of his regime. 

Eyewitness reports from the site of the bombing in Khan 
Sheikhoun said Syrian planes dropped bombs April 5 releasing 
gas, causing what medics on the ground described as symptoms 

of nerve gas poisoning. They also reported evidence of chlorine 
gas. Almost 80 people died including 27 children. Over 500 
were injured, many are in critical condition. A few hours later, 
regime jets bombed one of the hospitals where victims of the 
gas attack were being aided.

According to the World Health Organization, autopsies on 
victims sent to hospitals in Turkey showed clear evidence of 
death caused by a nerve agent like sarin. 

Since being bolstered by Moscow’s air power and ground 
forces from Iran, Hezbollah and Shiite militias, the Assad re-
gime has combined murderous bombing with sieges to starve 
and batter opposition-held areas. They then offer what they call 
“reconciliation” deals to get the fighters to surrender their terri-
tory. Then they are allowed to go to Idlib province.

Now Assad is using his air power — and chemical weap-
ons — to pound rebel areas there. These attacks are heinous 
crimes. Toilers in Syria have no revolutionary party. Worldwide 
solidarity, political space and the development of such a party 
are the only road forward for working people in Syria and the 
region.

Declarations of support for Washington’s attack came from 
Democrats and Republicans alike in the U.S. and from the rul-
ers of capitalist powers around the world. Liberal newspaper 
editors implacably hostile to the Trump administration, hailed 
the missile attack. 

have died and 11 million people, more than half the population, 
have been driven from their homes.  

Working people in Syria need to find a road forward, but 
foreign imperialist intervention is a deadly obstacle to the fight 
for liberation.

Workers in the U.S. are facing carnage as well. A “new nor-
mal” of permanently lower employment, attacks on health care, 
pensions, safety on the job, political and social rights, and from 
the rulers’ cops and criminal “justice” system marks life under 
today’s capitalist crisis. The employers and their government 
are seeking to boost their profit rates on our backs.

Among the hardest hit are workers who are drawn into ser-
vice in the imperialist military, maimed and scarred and left to 
their own devices when they return.

Washington’s attack on Syria is also intended as a warning to 
North Korea. U.S. government spokespeople have made it clear 
Washington is ready to use military might to move unilaterally 
to inflict pain and suffering on the people there if they see the 
opportunity.  

The capitalist rulers — and their Democratic and Republican 
parties alike — have their foreign policy, to defend their dog-
eat-dog capitalist private profit system by all means.

Working people need our own internationalist policy of soli-
darity with workers struggling worldwide. We need our own 
political party. That is what the Socialist Workers Party is fight-
ing to build.

Join us to condemn Washington’s assault on Syria. Join pro-
tests against their wars. And demand the immediate withdrawal 
of all U.S. troops and military from Syria and the Middle East.
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Continued from front page

Continued from front page


