
  AUSTRALIA $1.50  ·  canada $1.50  ·  france 1.00 euro  ·  new zealand $1.50  ·  uk £.50  ·  u.s. $1.00

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE			  vol. 81/no. 47      December 18, 2017

INSIDE
1961 literacy drive in Cuba 

‘transformed working people’ 
— PAGE 6

Million plus in Puerto Rico 
still left without electricity
US colonial rule at heart of social crisis

US gov’t to keep troops in Syria 
to defend its imperialist interests

Hiring upturn 
can lead to 
advance in 
workers’ unity

Join fight 
to overturn 
ban against 
‘Militant’!

Inside
Editorial: Build working-class
unity, confidence 9

Tel Aviv pushes
African refugees to leave	 3

Guantánamo prisoners’ art 
brings threats from US gov’t	 4

–On the picket line, p. 5–
Locked-out workers in Quebec 
pledge to stay the course
Part-time teachers strike, win 
support from students, unionists

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 7

by seth galinsky
“By refusing to allow prisoners to 

read the Militant, the Literature Re-
view Committee is depriving indi-
viduals of their constitutional right to 
read material of their choosing,” says 
a Dec. 1 letter from PEN America, 
backing the Militant’s fight against 
the decision of Florida prison officials 
to repeatedly impound the Militant 
this year. 

“Although every issue of the Mili-
tant covers public protests and encour-
ages workers to back protests that ad-
vance their interests, the Militant does 
not suggest or incite rebellion against 
prison institutions or the government.” 

The impoundment of the Nov. 6 is-
sue of the paper is the ninth time this 
year the paper has been prevented from 
reaching its dozens of subscribers in 
Florida’s 16 prisons. Any time authori-
ties at any Florida prison seizes a copy 
of the Militant, they are removed from 
subscribers at all state institutions. 

The Militant has appealed every 
act of censorship and the Literature 
Review Committee overturned four 
of the first seven impoundments and 
upheld three. The committee will re-
view the impoundment of the Nov. 6 
issue, as well as the seizure of the Oct. 
30 issue. 

Prison officials impounded the 

by seth galinsky
More than two and a half months 

after Hurricane Maria battered Puerto 
Rico, half of the U.S. colony’s inhabit-
ants are still without electricity. And 
tens of thousands of people in homes 
whose roofs were blown off by the 
storm still haven’t received plastic 
tarps, much less aid to repair their 
homes. 

“We have running water, but it’s 
not drinkable, we still have to boil it 
first,” retired hospital worker Luis Ep-
ardo told the Militant from Aguadilla, 
on the northwest tip of the island, Dec. 
4. “And the mosquitos! It’s incredible,
garbage and rubble from the damaged 
homes hasn’t been picked up.” The 
city government has sprayed insecti-
cide from vehicles, he said, “but they 
say that only kills 5 percent.” None-
theless, Health Department officials 
insist there has been no increase in 

by brian williams
Washington remains the foremost 

military power in the Middle East, 
despite inroads being made by Tehran 
in asserting its military and political 
role in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon, and 
the growing influence of Moscow in 
the region. The Pentagon announced 
Dec. 5 that the U.S. rulers plan to 
keep their bases and troops in Syria 
for the foreseeable future, determined 
to defend their imperialist interests 
there and throughout the region. 

“The U.S. will sustain a ‘condi-
tions-based’ military presence in 
Syria to combat the threat of a terror-
ist-led insurgency, prevent the resur-
gence of ISIS [Islamic State], and to 
stabilize liberated areas,” Pentagon 
spokesman Eric Pahon told Agence 
France-Presse Dec. 5.  

Washington must deal with Teh-
ran’s “growing capability, their use of 
militias, proxies and terrorist organi-
zations,” National Security Adviser 
H.R. McMaster said Dec. 3. “About 
80 percent of [Syrian dictator Bashar 

Thousands protest in DC for ‘No deportations!’

Militant/Sheila Lawrence

WASHINGTON — A youthful and spirited crowd of several thousand from 
as far away as California protested here Dec. 6 against the U.S. government’s 
decision to end Temporary Protected Status, which bars deportation of thou-
sands of Haitian, Nicaraguan and Salvadoran immigrants. They also demanded 
extension of DACA, which gives work permits and protection from deporta-
tion to thousands of young students. Several unions joined the action, includ-
ing Service Employees International Union Local 32BJ, Laborers’ International, 
UNITE HERE and United Food and Commercial Workers Local 888.

“My dream is that everyone in this country be equal and have the same op-
portunities,” said Ray Virgen, who came from Middletown, New York. “I want 
to fight for these things.” Socialist Workers Party members and other partici-
pants raised demands for “Amnesty now! No deportations!

— sheila Lawrence

Continued on page 9 

by Terry Evans
“A new milestone” has been 

reached in a nine-year capitalist eco-
nomic expansion, proclaimed the 
Wall Street Journal Nov. 29. But the 
last nine years haven’t felt like that for 
the toiling majority, as working-class 
living standards have been slashed, 
millions driven out of the workforce 
and more workers have been hit by a 
spreading social crisis. 

Workers could use an expansion in 
hiring. And there are indications an 
uptick is underway in capitalist pro-
duction and trade. What the govern-
ment calls gross domestic product is 
growing at the fastest rate in three 
years. One gauge of this is the rise of 
the Baltic Dry shipping index, consid-
ered a leading indicator of economic 
growth. It was up to 1,578 points Nov. 
30 from an all-time low in February 
2016. But it still remains a long way 
short of its 2008 peak of 11,793. 

While the bosses have no way to es-
cape the long-term decline of capital-
ist profits rates, any growth of manu-
facturing is good for the working 
class. It means more jobs and the toil-
ers gain confidence to fight for more.

al-]Assad’s fighters are Iranian prox-
ies in Syria to establish a land bridge 
over into the Mediterranean.”  

But U.S. rulers face a dilemma. 
They cannot deploy massive numbers 
of ground forces to the area because 

Continued on page 9 

Protest in Carolinas, Puerto Rico, outside electric company Dec. 4. More than 72 days after 
hurricane hit, half of island is without power, light; tens of thousands of homes have no roofs.
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Since 2015 long-haul 
truckers across Russia have 
been waging a fight against 
the government to scrap 
the Platon system, which 
imposes a per-mile tax on 
heavy trucks.

They are planning their 
third national strike over the 
Christmas holiday season.
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NY protest hits slave auctions, 
abuse of migrants in Africa

As frame-up trial against Bundys 
unfolds, judge lets some out of jail

Ramil Sitdikov/Sputnik via AP
Moscow protest March 27 against tolls im-
posed on truckers. Sign says “No Platon.”
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By PETER THIERJUNG
NEW YORK — More than 250 Afri-

cans, many young and mostly workers, 
turned out for a Nov. 28 protest outside 
the Libyan Mission to the United Na-
tions here, organized by leaders of local 
associations of immigrants from Mali, 
Senegal, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ga-
bon and other African countries.

They were responding to the outrage 
coursing through African communi-
ties here after a recent CNN-TV expo-
sé on the abuse of migrants by human 
traffickers in Libya and other parts of 
northern Africa. The report included 
undercover videos of West Africans 
being sold at auction in Libya. 

Hundreds of African immigrants 
mounted a similar protest in Paris. Some 
carried signs saying, “Put an end to the 
slavery and concentration camps in Lib-
ya,” and chanted, “Free our brothers!” 

More than 700,000 migrants from 
across Africa are now in Libya, a recent 
United Nations report says. They seek 
to escape devastating social and eco-
nomic conditions on the continent. The 
vast majority are looking to migrate to 
Europe, risking death by drowning in 
the Mediterranean Sea and abuse at the 
hands of the smugglers, including beat-
ings, kidnapping and enslavement. 

Coordinated efforts by Europe’s 
capitalist rulers have made the voy-
age more difficult, and the numbers of 
migrants massed in Libya has swelled. 
Since smugglers can’t profit from get-
ting them across, they’ve turned to the 
slave auctions to raise money. 

Spokespeople for the official Libyan 
government have denounced these auc-
tions. However, the government, recog-

nized by Washington and other imperi-
alist rulers, has little control over con-
ditions in the country. Libyan officials 
have set up an Anti-Illegal Immigration 
Agency and appeal for help from Af-
rican governments to deport migrants 
back to where they fled from. 

“The practical solution is to address 
the real reasons that drive people to 
leave their home countries, treat them 
and develop final solutions for them,” 
Libya’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.  

Protest participants were united in de-
manding an end to the slave auctions, for 
respect for the rights of migrants, and to 
assert the dignity of all Africans. 

As they rallied, protesters engaged 
in lively discussions about what to do 
about the economic and political cri-
sis in Africa today and the migration it 
spawns. Many were happy to see books 
by Thomas Sankara and leaders of the 
Socialist Workers Party, as well as the 
Militant, brought by SWP members 
who joined them in the protest.

Thomas Sankara was the leader of 
Burkina Faso’s popular revolutionary 
government from 1983 to 1987, when 
he was assassinated and the revolu-
tion overturned. Many from Africa 
look to Sankara’s anti-imperialist and 
revolutionary course, and his identi-
fication with revolutionary Cuba, as 
relevant today in Africa and for work-
ers around the world.

Some thought the protest should have 
focused instead on the social and eco-
nomic disaster across Africa imposed 
by the imperialist powers — from 
Washington to Paris, Rome and Ma-
drid. Others were attracted to demands 
to cancel the African countries’ debt to 

the imperialist powers, and using that 
capital toward meeting the needs of the 
toiling populations across the continent. 

A few saw the condemnation of Libya 
by capitalist governments across Africa 
as an attempt to divert attention from 
their own disastrous policies, which re-
inforce the crisis imposed by a legacy of 

colonial rule and imperialist exploitation 
and help fuel the migration of hundreds 
of thousands toward Europe.

Participants grabbed up eight cop-
ies of books with Thomas Sankara’s 
speeches. Several exchanged details 
and said they would get the books 
when they had the money.

Militant/Peter Thierjung

Protesters mobilize at Libyan U.N. Mission in New York Nov. 28 following news reports 
about detention and slave auctions of West African migrants seeking transit to Europe.

By DeNnis RichTer
In an unexpected move, U.S. District 

Judge Gloria Navarro released Ammon 
Bundy and co-defendant Ryan Payne to 
house detention Nov. 29. Both have been 
held in prisons in Oregon and Nevada 
without bail for the last 22 months on 
two separate sets of frame-up charges. 
Along with brother Ryan Bundy and fa-
ther Cliven Bundy, Ammon Bundy and 
Payne are now on trial in Las Vegas on 
16 charges flowing from protests against 
the Bureau of Land Management’s sei-
zure of Cliven’s cattle in Bunkerville, 
Nevada, in 2014. 

Judge Navarro also ruled that Ryan 
Bundy, who had been released to a half-
way house Nov. 13, could now spend 
time at his home in Mesquite, Nevada. 

Cliven Bundy was also offered re-
lease, but refused on principle to accept 
the conditions, saying he wouldn’t feel 
right being freed while other co-defen-
dants awaiting trial remain behind bars. 

Last year Ammon and Ryan Bundy 
were acquitted on frame-up charges in 
the nearly monthlong occupation of the 
Malheur Wildlife Refuge in Oregon. 

Judge Navarro had previously op-
posed defense motions for release 
saying, “All of the judges who have 
conducted hearings, or reviewed ap-
peals of detention decisions, have con-
cluded that the ... defendants should 
be detained as a flight risk or danger 
to the community or both.” 

Speaking to 50 supporters outside 
the Federal Building in Las Vegas, 
Ammon Bundy said the releases show 
“where the evidence is taking this 
case and what the truth is.” 

On Dec. 4 four others awaiting trial 
on similar charges — Mel Bundy, 
Dave Bundy, Joseph O’Shaughnessy 
and Jason Woods — were released to 
home detention. 

The trial is expected to resume 
Dec. 11. 
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Tel Aviv pushes African refugees to leave
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by seth Galinsky
The Israeli government is campaign-

ing against some 40,000 Sudanese and 
Eritrean refugees, trying to force them 
to leave the country. Some 5,000 of the 
refugees are children, mostly born in Is-
rael. 

From 2006 to 2013 some 36,000 Er-
itreans and 15,000 Sudanese entered 
Israel by crossing Egypt’s Sinai desert, 
fleeing brutal regimes and harsh con-
ditions in their home countries. They 
headed to Israel, which they viewed as 
the most democratic country in the re-
gion, with the best chance of jobs and 
advancement. 

Tel Aviv responded by building a 
border wall, completed in 2013, stop-
ping further entry. Because of the politi-
cal cost the government would pay if it 
forcibly deported the refugees — and a 
Supreme Court ruling saying it would 
be illegal — Tel Aviv is pushing them to 
“self-deport.” 

Unmarried male refugees have of-
ten been forced into the so-called open 
detention center at Holot in the Negev 
Desert for up to a year. They have to be 
present for roll call three times a day. 

The combination of threats, deten-
tion and offers of $3,500 cash have 
convinced 15,000 refugees to leave, in-
cluding 2,100 in the first six months this 
year. Several thousand obtained visas to 
go to Canada, the Netherlands, Sweden 
or the United States. A number had been 
going to Rwanda, but that has slowed to 
a trickle after reports that few who ar-
rived there were granted legal status. 
Most fled the country. 

On May 1 Tel Aviv began requiring 
employers to deduct 20 percent of ref-
ugees’ pay and put it into a special ac-
count that can only be accessed if they 
leave the country. Employers were also 
required to pay another 16 percent on 
top of wages into the fund. 

Thousands of Eritrean and Sudanese 
refugees protested in Tel Aviv June 
10, chanting, “We are refugees — not 
slaves!” They were joined by Jewish and 
Arab citizens of Israel. 

“This is wage theft and that made it 
easy for us to object and join the pro-
tests,” Shay Cohen, a leader of the Ko-
ach L’Ovdim union federation, which 
backed the action, told the Militant by 
phone Dec. 3. “The government is open-
ly trying to increase their economic dif-

Active Stills/Yotam Ronen

June 10 protest in Tel Aviv against law deducting 20 percent of 
wages of African refugees, recoverable only if they leave Israel.

ficulties.” 
The Knesset, Israel’s parliament, is 

now considering a bill that would allow 
the government to jail asylum-seekers 
indefinitely if they travel outside as-
signed regions in Israel or refuse to 
move to Rwanda or Uganda. The bill is 
backed by opposition Labor Party leader 
Avi Gabby. 

But Zouheir Bahloul, the Labor Par-
ty’s only Arab member of the Knesset, 
protested. “We need to get rid of this bill 
and allow the 40,000 refugees to be in-
tegrated by spreading them around the 
country,” he said. 

Eritrean refugee Thomas Yohannes, 
29, who has been in Israel for seven 
years, “going to the office to renew my 
temporary visa every two months,” was 
told he had to go to Holot. “They gave 
no reason,” he said in a Dec. 2 interview 
from Holot. 

He had been working in a supermar-
ket in Ramla, Israel. “I had Jewish and 
Arab Christian coworkers,” Yohannes 
said. “They would ask me why I came 
to Israel. ”

“My coworkers told me, don’t go to 
Rwanda,” Yohannes said. “They will 
take your money and kill you.”

 “If we had free-
dom to form politi-
cal parties, to have 
demonstrations in 
Eritrea, why would 
we come here?” 
added fellow Holot 
detainee Tesfa-gi 
Afgodom. 

A n t i - r e f u g e e 
groups claim Af-
ricans cause high 
crime rates in South 
Tel Aviv, where 
thousands of refu-
gees live. “We are 
here on a mission to 
give back south Tel 
Aviv to the Israeli 
residents,” Netanyahu said there Aug. 
31. The Africans are not refugees, he 
said, but “illegal aliens.” 

“I am not a criminal. I am a mother 
trying to protect her children and give 
them a good life,” Shukriyya, from Su-
dan, who has three Israeli-born children, 
told the Jerusalem Post. “I was told Isra-
el was a country that had humanity and 
accepted people who are persecuted.” 

The anti-refugee moves don’t have 

wide popularity. Moran Merkamel, 
founder of the Negev Refugee Center, 
has been organizing “high school, col-
lege students and any other groups that 
are willing to hear what the refugees 
have to say” to go to Holot to talk with 
detainees. 

“We’ve brought hundreds of people,” 
she told the Militant. “They see the big 
gap between what the media and the 
politicians say and then the reality.” 

Capitalist ‘justice’ system exposed in Philadelphia
by osborne hart

PHILADELPHIA — The 10-year 
legal saga of Meek Mill, a well-known 
rap musician, is a story of how the U.S. 
“justice” system comes down on work-
ing people.

On Nov. 6, Mill, a 30-year-old Afri-
can-American, was sentenced to two 
to four years in prison for violating his 
parole, stemming from a 2008 convic-
tion after Philadelphia cops stopped him 
on the way to the store. They beat him 
up and charged him with possession of 
drugs and a weapon. He served eight 
months in prison and was put on proba-
tion for five years.

Since then he has been arrested and 
repeatedly dragged into court on charg-
es of violating his parole. Driving to the 
airport to go to a concert appearance 
in Atlanta in 2012, he was stopped by 
cops who said they smelled marijuana 
coming from his car. The charges were 
dropped the next day, but he had missed 
a $40,000 payday.  

He was taken to court in 2014, 
charged with violating his parole by 
leaving Philadelphia to perform without 
getting permission from the court. This 
began a series of hearings and rulings 
by Judge Genece Brinkley. She sent him 
back to prison, sentenced to serve three 
to six months. When he got out he was 
put back on parole and ordered to attend 
etiquette classes.

Brinkley got him back in court in 
2016, again charging him with traveling 

without her permission. She sentenced 
him to wear an ankle monitor and serve 
90 days of house arrest, do community 
service and prohibited him from per-
forming or traveling outside of Philadel-
phia.  

In March, Mill got involved in a dis-
pute when he refused to have his picture 
taken with someone at the St. Louis air-
port. He was charged with misdemeanor 
assault, a charge that was later dropped.

When he went to New York in Au-
gust to promote his latest album on the 
Jimmy Fallon show, a bystander vid-
eoed him doing wheelies on a motorbike 
in Inwood. After the video was posted 
on social media, New York cops filed 
charges of reckless endangerment and 
driving. The charges were expunged af-
ter he signed a plea deal.  

These two nonconvictions led Brin-
kley to pull Mill back into court. Against 
the recommendation of both the city 
prosecutor and Mill’s parole officer, the 
judge sentenced him to two to four years 
in state prison, ordering him to be taken 
to jail straight from the courtroom.  

The judge’s latest sentence has met 
with protests from civil libertarians and 
celebrities alike. 

“If you can do this to a successful 
artist like Meek Mill, you can do this 
to many around this country,” Rev. Al 
Sharpton, National Action Network 
president, said after visiting Mill in pris-
on. Sharpton emphasized that what is 
happening to Mill in the courts, prisons 
and parole system happens to working 
people every day.  

Colin Kaepernick, the NFL quarter-

Justice4Meek

Advertisement on side of bus in Philadelphia builds campaign to free rap singer Meek Mill.
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Guantánamo prisoners’ art 
brings threats from US gov’t
by emma johnson

NEW YORK — A fascinating ex-
hibit here of 36 paintings, sculptures 
and drawings made by detainees at the 
U.S. military prison at Guantánamo has 
so incensed the Pentagon that officials 
there have decided to confiscate all the 
inmates’ artwork, claiming it’s govern-
ment property. They have forbidden 
moving any more artwork outside the 
prison and detainees who are released 
are not allowed to take their art with 
them. 

The crackdown comes after the ex-
hibit by eight current and former in-
mates began getting national and inter-
national attention. In addition to making 
the art public, the exhibit also puts the 
spotlight on Washington’s brutal and de-
humanizing treatment of the prisoners. 

“Ode to the Sea: Art from Guantá-
namo Bay” opened at John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice Oct. 2 and will be up 

until the end of January. The art was cre-
ated at Guantánamo between 2010 and 
today. Four of the prisoner artists have 
since been released. I urge readers to go 
see the display. 

The art program at Guantánamo 
started in 2009. The Pentagon hoped it 
would distract prisoners from protest-
ing the abuse they suffered and conflicts 
with guards.

When inmates were moved from 
their cells to take art classes they were 
shackled and searched. After arriving 
they were searched again. They then 
had shackles taken off their hands, but 
kept on the legs.  

In 2013, as a hunger strike against 
their oppressive conditions spread to 
about 100 of the then 166 detainees, 
Washington ordered an armed raid on 
the camp. Soldiers seized artwork and 
legal documents from the cells. Docu-
ments were eventually returned, but art-

work never was. 

The mesmerizing sea 
As with much of the 

art produced by work-
ers behind bars, the 
majority of the paint-
ings made at Guan-
tánamo show scenes 
of the outdoors. A big 
majority of the items 
exhibited at John Jay 
are related to the sea — 
showing storms, boats, 
bridges, beaches, ship-
wrecks, waterfronts 
and lighthouses. An es-
say in the exhibit cata-
log by Mansoor Adayfi 
explains why. Adayfi is 

a Yemeni citizen who was imprisoned at 
Guantánamo from 2002 when it opened 
until 2016. He was then sent to Serbia. 

He describes how when the detainees 
first arrived they were ferried from the 
aircraft to Guantánamo, gagged, blind-
folded and shackled. They had no idea 
where they were. But they could hear 
the sea all around them. Some of them 
were Afghans, who had never seen the 
sea. All that they knew was that “it was 
a lot of water that kills and eats people,” 
he writes. We “tried to explain” but “that 
made them even more afraid.” 

Their interrogators used this fear to 
threaten them, saying, “When we finish 
with you here, you will be taken to the 
sea and you will be thrown there.” 

Detainees who came later told them 
they were at the Guantánamo Naval 
Base in Cuba, on territory occupied by 
the U.S. against the will of the Cuban 
people and their revolutionary govern-
ment.

The barbed wire fences that ringed 
the prison camp were covered from top 

to bottom with green tarp to stop prison-
ers from seeing the sea only a few hun-
dred feet away. They tried lying on the 
ground to get a glimpse in the little space 
below the tarp. Then guards closed that 
space. They climbed to see above the 
tarp, and guards built the fences higher. 

In 2014 news came that a hurricane 
was heading towards Cuba. The camp 
administration decided they had to take 
down the tarp. 

“We all faced one direction — toward 
the sea. It felt like a little freedom, to 
look at it,” Adayfi writes. 

The tarp remained down for four 
days and the detainees started making 
art about the sea. Some wrote poems. 
And everybody who could draw, drew 
the sea. 

Some began making sculptures of 
boats, using debris they found around 
the camp.

“Most of these drawings took months 
to complete and months to get approved. 
They were searched, scanned, and de-
tained. Like us,” Adayfi says. “These 
drawings had a long hard journey to get 
to you. To meet you. Let the sea remind 
you we are human.”

A total of 780 people have been de-
tained at Guantánamo. Of those, 731 
were never charged or convicted but re-
mained incarcerated in subhuman con-
ditions for many years, some more than 
a decade. Of the 41 men held there to-
day, overseen and guarded by 1,500 sol-
diers and staff, only 10 have ever been 
charged or convicted. 

Major Ben Sakrisson, a Pentagon 
spokesperson, told the New York Times 
Nov. 27 that the brass found out about 
the exhibit from the media. News re-
ports said the Pentagon threatened to de-
stroy the art and order the exhibit taken 
down. This brought further attention 
and media coverage. 

On Nov. 28 Army Col. Lisa Gar-
cia of the U.S. Southern Command, 
which oversees the prison, told the 
Miami Herald that the command now 
recommends the prison “archive” the 
artwork rather than destroy it. 

“Giant” by Moath al-Alwi, held at Guantánamo for 14 years. 
Al-Alwi, from Yemen, makes model ships from scraps, including 
cardboard, old T-shirts and plastic housing of shaving razors. 

New York 
Ode to the Sea:  

Art From 
Guantánamo Bay

President’s Gallery  
John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice 
899 10th Ave., 6th floor  
Mon.-Fri., 9 am-5 pm. 

Until Jan. 26. 

by brian williams
Washington joined South Korean 

military forces Dec. 4 in a massive five-
day “Vigilant Ace exercise” involving 
a fleet of over 230 aircraft and 12,000 
military personnel, simulating infiltra-
tion and “precision strike drills” against 
North Korea. The U.S. rulers’ most 
advanced warplanes, the B-1B Lancer 
stealth bomber along with F-35 and F-22 
stealth aircraft, are involved.  

Simulated B-1 bombing runs took 
place less than 100 miles from the 
South’s border with the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. The exercis-
es come one week after the DPRK de-
ployed its longest missile launch so far, 
North Korea’s third such test this year, 
covering 620 miles in a high arc before 
splashing down in the waters between 
Japan and the Korean Peninsula.  

In addition to the military exercis-
es, the Donald Trump administration 
stepped up its calls for more severe 
sanctions to be imposed against North 
Korea, including asking Beijing for 
more help in squeezing the people of the 
DPRK.  

“All countries should sever diplo-
matic relations with North Korea and 
limit military, scientific, technical or 
commercial cooperation,” Nikki Hal-
ey, Washington’s ambassador to the 
U.N., told a special session of the Se-
curity Council called by Washington 
Nov. 29. “They must also cut off trade 
with the regime by stopping all im-
ports and exports, and expel all North 

Korean workers.”  
The Security Council has imposed 

eight rounds of sanctions on North Ko-
rea over the past decade, along with 
further steps taken by Washington and 
other imperialist governments. These 
actions impact working people there the 
hardest.  

Despite war rhetoric from some in 
Washington, both President Trump and 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson re-
sponded by saying increased pressure 
was aimed at forcing the DPRK to the 
bargaining table. “Diplomatic options 
remain viable and open,” Tillerson said.  

A week before the missile launch, 
Trump redesignated North Korea as a 
“state sponsor of terrorism,” along with 
Tehran, Damascus and the government 
of Sudan. North Korean officials de-
scribed this decision as “a serious provo-
cation.” 

The Treasury Department announced 
a new round of sanctions against Pyong-
yang, targeting Chinese trading compa-
nies as well as North Korean companies 
and ships.  

The U.S. rulers have had some suc-
cess getting Beijing, which accounts for 
92 percent of Pyongyang’s foreign trade, 
to press against DPRK leaders. The Chi-
nese government has curbed its exports 
of North Korean coal, a chief source of 
hard currency for Pyongyang. Beijing’s 
trade with North Korea dropped by 20 
percent in October.  

The North Korean leadership views 
the war exercises as acts of aggression 

by Washington rooted in the decades-
long effort by the U.S. government to 
overthrow the DPRK and re-establish 
control over the entire peninsula.  

With the agreement of Moscow, 
Washington seized southern Korea af-
ter the second imperialist world war, 
aiming to take control over all of Ko-
rea. After workers and farmers in the 
north won independence through revo-
lutionary struggle, U.S. troops invaded 
in 1950. Through carpet bombing and 
widespread use of napalm, cities in the 
north were reduced to rubble and some 
4 million people were killed during the 
war. Washington considered, but ulti-
mately decided not to use, nuclear weap-
ons.

The Korean people — backed by 
troops from China — fought Washing-
ton to a draw. A cease-fire was signed in 
1953, but for the 64 years since the U.S. 
rulers have refused to sign a peace treaty 
with the DPRK.  

Over the past 70 years the Socialist 
Workers Party has opposed Washing-
ton’s intervention in Korea and supports 
the struggle of the Korean people for 
reunification. The party calls for an im-
mediate end to Washington’s economic 
and financial sanctions against the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; 
for withdrawal of the more than 28,000 
U.S. troops from the Korean Peninsula, 
and U.S. planes and ships from Korea’s 
skies and waters; for a nuclear free Ko-
rean Peninsula and Pacific; and unilater-
al nuclear disarmament by Washington.  

“Drowned Syrian Refugee Child” by Muhammad Ansi shows 3-year-old Alan Kurdi, whose 
body washed up on Turkish shore after family tried to cross Mediterranean in 2015. Ansi, a 
Yemeni citizen, was imprisoned at Guantánamo from 2002 until release January 2017.
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

December 18, 1992
Under the “humanitarian” cover of a 

United Nations mission to feed starving 
people, the Bush administration is about 
to launch an invasion of Somalia.

The action, whose goal is to safeguard 
strategic U.S. interests in eastern Africa 
and set a precedent for future military 
intervention in other parts of the world, 
has received full bipartisan backing. 
President-elect Bill Clinton called it a 
“historic and welcome step.”

Pentagon officials, cynically dubbing 
the mission “Operation Restore Hope,” 
plan to pour at least 28,000 troops into 
Somalia. The U.S. force includes four 
warships, tanks, 155-millimeter how-
itzers, and Cobra attack helicopters. 
France is sending 2,000 men, along with 
10 Mirage fighter planes and 20 helicop-
ters. Britain, Belgium, Canada, Pakistan 
and Jordan have all vowed to contribute 
troops or supplies.

December 18, 1967
NEW YORK — Thousands of an-

tiwar demonstrators, mostly youth, 
joined “Stop the Draft Week” here 
Dec. 4-8. They came out for four days 
in a row in spite of repeated attempts 
by Mayor Lindsay’s police to suppress 
the peaceful demonstrations in a mas-
sive assault on the right to dissent.

Contrary to the image the daily press 
sought to create, the demonstrators 
were peaceful. There were virtually no 
acts the police could have construed 
as provocations at any time during the 
demonstrations, even though police 
agents had infiltrated the crowd. 

The protest was called by an ad-hoc 
Stop the Draft Committee, a coali-
tion of various antiwar youth groups, 
including the Resistance, the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the Student Mobili-
zation Committee, the DuBois Clubs, 
and pacifist organizations.

December 19, 1942
The Post Office, which has been 

withholding from the mails all recent 
issues of “The Militant,” has permitted 
the Nov. 28 and Dec. 5 issues to be dis-
patched and delivered.

Unquestionably this action is par-
tially a result of the protests registered 
by numerous labor and liberal journal-
ists and organizations in the six-week 
period since the Post Office began to 
interfere with the mailing privileges of 
“The Militant.”

Only a single group in the country 
has thus far expressed the slightest ap-
proval for the Post Office action, and 
that is the Communist Party, which 
not only wants “The Militant” sup-
pressed altogether, but also wants a 
witch-hunt started against all labor or-
ganizations and papers critical of the 
administration and opposed to reac-
tionary Stalinist policies.

Locked-out workers in Quebec 
pledge to stay the course

LONGUEUIL, Quebec — Hun-
dreds of workers rallied and marched 
here Nov. 20 in solidarity with nine 
locked-out mechanics at the Kia deal-
ership.  

Serge Minguy, who owns the Kia 
dealership as well as the Mazda and 
Nissan franchises next door, locked 
the mechanics out two months ago. 
Since then the workers, members of 
Unifor Local 4511, have kept up their 
picket line, bolstered by workers from 
other unionized dealerships who drop 
by after work.  

Minguy wants to impose a four-
year wage freeze. “We’re standing up 
to him,” Remi Lambert, a mechanic 
at the dealership and local shop stew-
ard, told the Militant. “We refuse to 
concede, we’ve conceded enough in 
the past.”  

Workers have to pay for a lot of 
their own tools, Lambert said. He es-
timates he’s spent $50,000 himself. 
The boss refuses to pay the 1 percent 
obligated by law towards a pension 
for the nine mechanics. He does pay 
this for all other workers at the three 
dealerships.  

“We’re a real team, almost broth-
ers,” Lambert said, describing the 
nine striking mechanics. “We’ve 
stood together, and we’re going to 
continue to stand together.”  

Unifor organizes the majority of 
autoworkers in Canada, with 55,000 
members in Quebec.  

— Annette Kouri  
and Pierre-Luc Filion

Part-time teachers strike, win 
support from students, unionists

CHICAGO — Some 50 part-time 
teachers walked the strike picket in 
front of Columbia College down-
town here Nov. 29. An equal number 
of students and unionists, including 
members of the Chicago Teachers 
Union, joined them. The action was 
part of a two-day strike by the Part-
Time Faculty Association of Colum-
bia College, protesting college boss-
es’ attacks on job security, seniority 
and wages. They carried a large ban-

ner reading, “We stand for students, 
not for profits.”  

“The top of the pay scale for us is 
$30,000 per year when we teach a full 
load. The administration says that’s 
too much. And most of us don’t teach 
a full load,” William O’Conner, a the-
ater instructor with 21 years seniori-
ty, told the Militant. “Over 70 percent 
of the faculty here is part time.”  

The association represents 1,200 
part-time faculty members. Their 
contract expired in August.  

“While tuition has increased, the 
number of courses and size of facul-
ty have decreased,” President Diana 
Vallera said in a statement printed 
in Crain’s Chicago Business. “The 
administration must value students 
enough to funnel resources into ex-
perienced faculty and a well-devel-
oped curriculum, not administrators’ 
salaries.”  

“We have no job security. We don’t 
know how many courses we will 

teach semester to semester,” Andrea 
Dymond, who also teaches in the the-
ater department, said on the picket 
line. “We have our next bargaining 
session in two days. This is near the 

end of the semester and if we don’t 
get a contract, we’ll have to continue 
the strike in January when school 
starts again.”  

— Dan Fein

Unifor Local 4511 Facebook

March in Longueuil, Quebec, Nov. 20 in solidarity with nine mechanics locked out at Kia 
dealership for two months. With help of other unionists, workers have picketed every day. 

Declining unemployment figures 
over the last few years mask how the 
capitalist crisis has deepened divi-
sions in the working class. The labor 
force participation rate — measur-
ing the number of workers actively 
working or looking for work — has 
changed little from last year’s 40-year 
low, reflecting the growing numbers 
who’ve given up. In addition, the 
proportion of workers employed as 
temps, with lower pay and worse con-
ditions, hit a record high in October. 

Workers pushed out of the active 
working class see little prospect of es-
caping the carnage around them. Opioid 
addiction has hit record levels.

Without a more substantial rise in 
economic growth that begins to draw 
back those who’ve been written out of 
the workforce, it is harder for us to tack-
le the divisions the bosses foster among 
working people.

Another problem workers face is the 
pressure of debt. Capitalist lenders profit 
by foisting an ever-greater debt burden 

on working people, then pressing us 
to pay it back with interest. Total U.S. 
household debt has risen more than 16 
percent since 2013, to just under $13 tril-
lion. But this figure disguises the vastly 
different impact of this debt on different 
classes, and the onerous consequences 
for workers. 

Workers who default on auto loans 
find that years after their car is repos-
sessed they’re still paying off the loan 
with their wages garnished by the courts. 
Some 107 million people in the U.S. are 
currently carrying auto loan debt, owing 
over $1.1 trillion — both record highs. 
And outstanding student loans now top 
$1.4 trillion. 

The $13 trillion household debt today 
is greater than the GDP of every country 
on earth, except for the U.S. 

Health costs continue to rise while 
medical care is harder to get. Workers 
over 65 are becoming the fastest grow-
ing group of new-hires as they find it 
impossible to live on Social Security or 
shrinking pensions. Rents and mortgag-
es keep going up, and so do defaults and 

homelessness.
Whatever immediate gains the bosses 

register for themselves as their economy 
expands, they cannot reverse the decline 
in industrial profit rates capitalists have 
faced since the late 1960s. That would 
take inflicting massive defeats against 
the working class, and we will have our 
chance at taking political power before 
that could happen. 

But production and trade is growing 
today. And it makes a difference for the 
working class.

More jobs = more confidence to fight
Where workers have stood their 

ground and fought the bosses in re-
cent years, their struggles are largely 
isolated. Union officials have done 
nothing to organize workers to rely 
on our own forces and mobilize union 
power to resist the employers’ attacks. 
They tell us to rely on the Democrats, 
or Republicans, or some “indepen-
dent” capitalist politician, instead.

But the longevity of the crisis and 
the multifront assaults of the bosses 
make many more workers today hun-
gry for discussion on how we can find 
ways around these obstacles and or-
ganize to resist what the employers 
and their political parties impose on 
us. As unemployment rose starting 
in 2008, bosses and their politicians 
tried to pit employed against unem-
ployed, native-born against immi-
grants, to further divide and weaken 
the working class. 

When unemployment declines 
enough that workers in areas where 
job losses are widespread begin to see 
neighbors and friends back at work, 
when the bosses’ production needs 
lead to a new wave of immigration, 
then the working class will be in a 
position for a new rise in organizing 
and use of union power to fight for our 
class interests.
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1961 literacy drive in Cuba 
‘transformed working people’
By Naomi Craine

CHICAGO — “Without the literacy 
campaign, none of the success we’ve 
had would have been possible. It’s the 
base of Cuba’s development,” Griselda 
Aguilera Cabrera, a veteran of revolu-
tionary Cuba’s mass literacy drive in 
1961 that taught workers and peasants 
across the island how to read and write, 
told an audience of 65 at a meeting here 
Dec. 2. It was held at the SEIU Health-
care union hall and sponsored by the 
Chicago Cuba Coalition. 

The event included a showing of the 
documentary “Maestra” (teacher) by 
Catherine Murphy, which describes 
how a quarter of a million volunteers 
worked with more than 700,000 fellow 
Cubans, wiping out illiteracy in one 
year. Some 100,000 of these volun-
teers were under the age 18, the major-
ity female. The film interviews several 
women who participated in this his-
toric effort, including Aguilera, who at 
age 7 was the youngest volunteer. 

In January 1959 the workers and peas-
ants of Cuba, led by the July 26 Move-
ment headed by Fidel Castro, overthrew 
the U.S.-backed dictatorship of Fulgen-
cio Batista and began to reorganize so-
ciety based on the needs of the toiling 
majority — opening the road to the first 
socialist revolution in the Americas. The 
literacy campaign was one of the major 
steps in the transformation of Cuban 
working people, which enabled them to 
run their own country.

“It was a very intense year, with the 
whole population involved in one way 
or another,” Aguilera said. Many of 
the young literacy teachers went to the 
countryside, living and working with 
peasant families and teaching classes at 
night. Many rural workers lived in huts 
with dirt floors and no electricity or run-
ning water, she said, a new experience 
for youth from the urban areas. 

“In the cities, classes were orga-
nized in existing schools, workplaces 
and union halls,” Aguilera said. “My 
student was a street cleaner, 58 years 
old and completely illiterate. The 
themes of the lessons were about the 
world, about the right to health care 
and to land. At the same time students 
were learning to read, we were gain-
ing consciousness about our country 
and about the world.” 

This accomplishment “required 
both action by the government and a 
desire of the people to do it,” Aguilera 

said. “No one got a vacation that year, 
but no one complained. 

“We caught up our courses the next 
year,” she said. 

In response to a question, she de-
scribed how the Cuban government has 
taken the initiative since 2001 to help ex-
pand literacy in other countries, particu-
larly in Latin America. “More than 10 
million people have learned to read with 
this program,” with the help of Cuban 
volunteers in some 30 countries, Agu-
ilera said. Washington “accuses Cuba 
of trying to interfere in other countries,” 
she added, “but our only goal is to al-
low people to help in the development of 
their own countries.” 

The meeting included brief presen-
tations on conditions facing working 
people in Puerto Rico today. Miguel 
Alvelo Rivera of Chicago Boricua 
Resistance described how the “Junta” 
— the fiscal control board imposed by 
Washington on the island’s colonial 
government — is forcing the closure 
of 184 schools in rural areas. 

José López, executive director of the 
Puerto Rican Cultural Center, talked 
about fundraising efforts to help people 

recover from Hurricane Maria that dev-
astated Puerto Rico in September. The 
social catastrophe in the wake of that 
storm “brought to light the unnatural 
problem of Puerto Rico” caused by U.S. 
colonial rule, López said. 

What happened in Puerto Rico 
showed the “lack of preparation of 
people to confront a natural phenom-
ena,” Aguilera said. She described 
how the government in Cuba leads in 
“creating the conditions and educating 

the people” to face the inevitable hur-
ricanes that hit the islands in the Carib-
bean. “In every school students learn 
the plan, and in the workplaces.” 

The way the Cuban Revolution mo-
bilizes working people to prepare for, 
meet and rebuild after hurricanes like 
Maria and Irma and the literacy cam-
paign Aguilera described vividly in 
her talk are striking examples of what 
difference a socialist revolution — the 
working class in power — can make. 

European Cuba solidarity conference held in Bulgaria
BY jonathan silberman

SOFIA, Bulgaria — The Third Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe Cuba Solidarity 
Conference was held here Nov. 17-19. 
The conference was organized jointly 
by the Bulgaria-Cuba Friendship As-
sociation and the Cuban Institute for 
Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP). It 
attracted participants from 21 countries 
— 80 people registered from abroad and 
over 100 from Bulgaria.  

“This has effectively become a 
Europe-wide conference — and be-
yond,” Tamara Takova, the Friend-
ship Association’s president, said in 
welcoming participants. 

Alexandar Paunov, representing 
the Bulgarian parliamentary Cuba 
group; Pedro Pablo San Jorge, Cuban 
ambassador to Bulgaria; Elio Gámez, 
ICAP’s first vice president; and Aleida 
Guevara March, daughter of historic 
Cuban leader Ernesto Che Guevara 
also spoke at the opening session. The 
50th anniversary of Guevara’s death in 
combat has been marked in countries 
across Europe and worldwide. 

Aleida Guevara also spoke at a press 
conference and met with members of the 
Bulgarian parliament during her visit. 

In addition to conference partici-
pants, delegations from trade unions, 
cultural and academic organizations 
and the Bulgarian Orthodox Church 
came to the opening.

The largest foreign delegation was 
from Germany, with representatives of 
three solidarity groups — the Germany-
Cuba Friendship Association; Cuba Sí, 
which is linked to the Left Party; and the 
mediCuba NGO — coming from cities 
across the country, east and west. 

A cultural group of 10 young peo-
ple, called the Grenada Association 
— taking their name from a Russian 
poem — came from Moscow. Tatia-
na Vladimirskaya, a professor from 
whom they learn Spanish and the 
group’s facilitator, also attended. 

Smaller groups and individual 
delegates came from Albania, Azer-
baijan, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Re-
public, Greece, Italy, Macedonia, 
Moldova, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, 
Serbia, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine and the U.K. 

Participating from Poland, Beata 
Karon, a leader of the Communist 
Party there, is currently out on appeal 
against a thought-control conviction 
and prison term for propagating “to-
talitarian ideas.” 

The Communist League in the United 
Kingdom participated for the first time. 
The CL delegation of two brought with 
us books in English, French and Span-
ish by leaders of the Cuban Revolution 
and on communist politics, the Militant 
and other materials. Conference partici-

pants bought 32 books, 15 copies of the 
Militant and two subscriptions. A num-
ber gave us their contact information in 
order to stay in touch.

In addition to exchanges on their 
varied experiences in getting out the 
truth about the Cuban Revolution and 
defending it from economic and po-
litical attacks from Washington and 
imperialist regimes across Europe, 
participants discussed and debated 
their different political viewpoints 
in conference plenary sessions and 
workshops. 

The conference adopted a final 
declaration that condemned Wash-
ington’s decadeslong economic war 
against Cuba and demanded the im-
mediate return of Guantánamo to the 
Cuban people. 

Example of  Cuban Revolution for workers
To Speak the Truth: Why Washington’s ‘Cold War’ 
Against Cuba Doesn’t End
Fidel Castro, Che Guevara  
In speeches before UN bodies, Guevara 
and Castro address peoples of the world, 
explaining why Washington fears example 
of the socialist revolution and why its ef-
fort to destroy it will fail.

Aldabonazo:  Inside the Cuban 
Revolutionary Underground

Armando Hart    Also in Spanish

Cuba and the Coming 
American Revolution 
Jack Barnes  
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Women in Cuba: The Making  
of a Revolution Within the Revolution

Vilma Espín, Asela de los Santos, 
Yolanda Ferrer 

Also in Spanish, Greek

See distributors on page 8 or visit:

www.pathfinderpress.com

$10
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Militant/Dan Fein

“Classes were organized in existing schools, 
workplaces and union halls,” Griselda Aguilera, 
inset, veteran of Cuban Revolution’s 1961 literacy 
drive, told Dec. 2 event in Chicago, above. 

— New edition—
Our History Is Still 

Being Written
The Story of Three Chinese Cuban 
Generals in the Cuban Revolution

by Armando Choy, 
Gustavo Chui  

and Moisés Sío Wong 

Available in January 
Special offer        $12

Also in Spanish 
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Join fight to overturn ban against ‘Militant’! 
Continued from front page
Oct. 30 issue because it reported on 
the Militant’s appeal of Florida pris-
on censorship of yet another issue of 
the paper, even though the Literature 
Review Committee has overturned 
the impoundment of previous issues 
banned on the same basis. 

The impoundment of the Nov. 6 issue 
is even more serious. Unlike previous 
impoundment notices, this one makes 
the outrageous claim that the entire 
paper is “dangerously inflammatory in 
that it advocates or encourages riot, in-
surrection” and “may lead to the use of 
physical violence.” Florida authorities 
give no reason for this belief, merely 
listing four pages in the issue. 

The nine impoundments this year 
“are at least twice as many as in the 
prior decade in Florida, and twice as 
many as in the rest of the nation, state 
and federal combined,” David Gold-
stein, the Militant’s lawyer, of the 
well-known civil liberties law firm 
Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, Krin-
sky & Lieberman, states in his Dec. 4 
appeal of the ban. 

The censoring of the latest issues is 
“difficult to understand as anything 
other than a highly improper intensify-

ing effort by the Florida Department of 
Corrections,” Goldstein wrote, “to tar-
get the Militant for unconstitutional and 
arbitrary content-based and viewpoint-
based censorship.” 

Jefferson Correctional Institution 
prison officials also charged that the 
Militant “encourages protesting and 
group disruption.” 

One article on the pages cited is 
headlined, “Protest US Economic War 
Against Cuban Revolution!” and the 
other pages feature ads promoting a 
“Rally and march for silver miners on 
strike” in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and a 
“Rally to defend Cuban Revolution at 
the United Nations” in New York. 

Goldstein points out that the Litera-
ture Review Committee overturned the 
impoundment of the Sept. 11 issue, 
which prison officials had singled out 
because of a front-page article that re-
ported and advocated protests against 
racism. He also noted that in 2013 and 
2016 the Literature Review Committee 
overturned attempts to censor the paper 
for reporting on prisoner hunger strikes 
and protests in California. 

In addition to PEN America, Am-
nesty International USA, New York’s 
Riverside Church Prison Ministry and 
Miami-based Alianza Martiana, a co-
alition of Cuban-American groups, 
have sent letters to the Literature Re-
view Committee, and more are on 
their way. 

Alianza Martiana said that the prison 
authorities “have violated the letter and 
spirit of the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution.” 

Amnesty International points out that 
the impoundment violates not only the 
Constitution, but also the United Na-

tions Minimum Rules on the Treatment 
of Prisoners, commonly known as the 
Mandela Rules, after South African 
freedom fighter Nelson Mandela.

“Prisoners are fellow workers behind 
bars,” said Militant editor John Studer. 
“They have a right to read about the 
world we live in, to consider differ-
ent views, to form their own opinions. 
Prison authorities have no right to ban 
views they disagree with.

“We are not going to stop supporting 
the struggles of working people around 
the world and urging readers, includ-
ing those behind bars, to take a stand,” 
Studer said. “Our fight against arbitrary 
and unconstitutional censorship in Flor-
ida strengthens everyone’s right to free 
speech and for freedom of the press.”

Capitalist ‘justice’ in Philadelphia
Continued from page 3

Below is an excerpt from Aldabon-
azo: Inside the Cuban Revolutionary 
Underground, 1952-58, a Participant’s 
Account by Armando Hart. Hart, who 
was a founding member of the July 26 
Movement and helped lead its urban 
underground, died in Havana Nov. 
26. He became a central leader of the 
revolution, and of the government that 
took power in 1959, serving as Minister 
of Education and Minister of Culture. 
In this selection Hart, at the time a 
member of the Revolutionary National 
Movement led by García Bárcena, de-
scribes the impact on him of the cam-
paign for amnesty for Fidel Castro 
and other revolutionists imprisoned for 
the 1953 assaults on the Moncada and 
Bayamo garrisons. He explains how he 
was won to the program and movement 
led by Fidel Castro. Over the next few 
weeks the Militant will run additional 
excerpts from the book, as well as an 
appreciation of Hart’s life and revolu-
tionary accomplishments. Copyright © 
2004 by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by 
permission. 

By Armando Hart
On October 10, 1954, a group of 

compañeros, including Mario and Bebo 
Hidalgo, Faustino Pérez, Eloy Abella, 
Pepe Prieto, Enrique Hart, and I, were 
meeting in the Havana Teachers Col-
lege at 411 Malecón. We were discuss-

ing how to respond to the November 
electoral farce and what contacts to 
make in other provinces through the 
young people we had political relations 
with. At about noon, the police broke in 
and arrested us all. ...

Haydée [Santamaría] came to visit 
us and inquired about Faustino and 
me. She and Melba [Hernández], de-
siring to establish relations with revo-
lutionary groups of every type, were 
working to win support for an amnes-
ty. They were busy distributing Fidel’s 
main documents, particularly History 
Will Absolve Me, which had begun to 
circulate in October.  ...

As soon as I got out of prison, I con-
tacted Melba and Haydée. They talked 
to me about what Moncada represent-
ed and told me of the work carried out 
by Abel Santamaría and the group of 
compañeros who together with Fidel 
had prepared the action. They also 
explained Fidel’s ideas and program 
to me, as well as this revolutionary 
leader’s fundamental opposition to the 
traditional parties. ...

At that time, all the political and so-
cial organizations of the opposition be-
gan to mobilize broadly in support of an 
amnesty for Fidel and the Moncadistas; 
it in fact became a demand of the nation. 
The regime was forced to decree the 
amnesty in May 1955. 

The people were waiting for the 

brave freedom fighters to be released 
from their cells. Everyone knew of the 
spirit that had inspired the Moncada 
and Bayamo combatants and had gov-
erned their actions. These fighters had 
confronted the tyranny, and for that 
they had been sent to prison or had 
fallen courageously. ...

The government tried to use the 
amnesty to present itself as the “dove 
of peace,” but its actions revealed this 
claim to be a total farce. The amnesty 
did not represent so much as a single 
step to restore tranquility to the country. 
Hunger was growing, unemployment 
still stalked the land, dissatisfaction 
was increasing, and we could not put 
up with any more deceit. Batista com-
pelled us to go to war. The government 

was the first and most obvious obstacle 
to genuine harmony. ...

For the most dynamic social layers 
of the population, Fidel had become 
the center of attraction and the most 
important political figure. He was al-
ready the natural leader of the new 
generations of young revolutionaries, 
as well as of broad sectors of the popu-
lation. This was because young people 
politically supported the insurrectional 
line and valued the Moncadistas’ he-
roic conduct and determination to do 
battle. Moreover, the Moncada group 
was not tied in with the traditional par-
ties, but represented their very nega-
tion. In the leader of the July 26 action 
we found what we had been looking 
for since March 10 [1952, when Batista 
carried out a coup and seized power 
with Washington’s backing] and even 
before: a political and revolutionary 
leader, with deep popular and demo-
cratic roots, with no ties to the existing 
system, and, at the same time, capable 
of organizing the masses to action. 

I joined the July 26 Movement as the 
result of a natural process. The Monca-
da program concretized for me the ethi-
cal sentiments that were deeply rooted 
in the Cuban patriotic tradition. 

A powerful wave of rebellious people 
gathered around Fidel. As the struggle 
developed, this unstoppable whirlwind 
was transformed, over the course of 
months and years, into a true revolution-
ary hurricane. ... 

From [that] moment ... we were al-
ready a part of the movement led by 
Fidel. Faustino and I assured Fidel that 
we were immediately joining him and 
his compañeros. 

AP Photo/Prensa Latina via AP Images

Cuban revolutionary leaders Fidel Castro and Armando Hart in Havana, Dec. 22, 1961. Hart 
says he was won to movement Castro led because it “was capable of organizing the masses.” 

Hart: ‘We joined revolutionary 
movement led by Fidel Castro’

Join anti-censorship fight
Copy and distribute the Militant’s 
articles on the fight.
Get statements of support from 
unions, churches and defenders 
of workers rights and free speech. 
Send to: themilitant@mac.com
Send a check to the Militant, 306 
W. 37th St., 13th floor, New York, 
NY 10018, earmarked “Prisoners 
Rights Fight.” 

back who is de facto banned from play-
ing for refusing to stand for the national 
anthem in protest of police brutality, has 
talked with Mill over the phone offer-
ing his support. Jay Z, Kevin Hart and 
many other performers have spoken out 
against his imprisonment. Rallies have 
been held at City Hall demanding: “Free 
Meek Mill!” Driving around the city, 
you see signs in storefront windows, on 
newsstands, even on the sides of buses. 
People wear T-shirts saying, “Stand 
with Meek Mill.” 

On Dec. 1, Judge Brinkley denied 
Mill’s motion for bail while his attor-
neys appeal the prison sentence. The 
attorneys appealed her denial and filed 
a motion that Brinkley recuse herself 
from the case. 

“For about a decade, he’s been 
stalked by a system that considers the 
slightest infraction a justification of 
locking him back inside,” Jay Z wrote 
in a Nov. 17 New York Times op-ed. 
“What’s happening to Meek Mill is 
just one example of how the criminal 
justice system entraps and harasses 
hundreds of thousands of Black peo-
ple every day. Probation ends up be-
ing a land mine, with a random mis-
step bringing consequences greater 
than the crime.” 

The U.S. has the highest incarcera-
tion rate worldwide, at 22 percent of the 
world’s prison population. Seven million 
people, overwhelmingly workers and 
disproportionately African-American, 
are in federal or state prisons, local jails, 
or on parole or probation today. 
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The Jewish Question 
by Abram Leon 
Leon explains how in times of 
social crisis renewed Jew-hatred 
is incited by the capitalists to 
mobilize reactionary forces against 
the labor movement.  
$25. Special price: $18.75

The Origin of the Family,  
Private Property and the State 
by Frederick Engels 
$18. Special price: $13.50 

Labor’s Giant Step 
by Art Preis  
The rise of the CIO in the 
early 1930s transformed the labor 
movement in the U.S. Preis, an 
active participant, tells the story of 
the explosive labor struggles and 
political battles of that period. 
$30. Special price: $22.50 

Humanism and Socialism 
by George Novack 
$15. Special price: $11.25 

The Stalin School  
of Falsification 
by Leon Trotsky 
$25. Special price: $18.75 

Malcolm X parle aux jeunes 
(Malcolm X Talks to Young People) 
$15. Special price: $11.25 
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if you like this paper, look us up 

The Jewish Question: A Marxist 
Interpretation by Abram Leon is one 
of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month 
for December. In the opening “Bio-
graphical Sketch of Abram Leon,” Er-
nest Germain records Leon’s life as a 
militant in the Jewish Socialist Zionist 
youth in Belgium, his break with Zion-
ism and his leading role in the Fourth 
International, formed in 1938 to build 
on the revolutionary continuity of the 
Russian Bolshevik Party led by V.I. 
Lenin. Ernest Germain was the under-
ground name for Ernest Mandel, who 
joined the Belgian party in 1939 at the 
age of 16. Copyright © 1970 by Path-
finder Press. Reprinted by permission. 

by ernest germain
In the course of his researches, [Leon] 

forwarded several articles to the Belgian 
Trotskyist weekly, La lutte ouvrière 
(The workers struggle). The editors of 
this periodical established contact with 
him. …

From this moment on, the story of 
Leon was linked with the history of the 
Trotskyist movement in Belgium. The 
principal inspirer of the party, he served 
as political secretary from the time the 
first executive committee was set up. As 
a journalist, with an incisive, lively, and 
clear style, he made his readers feel that 
he understood thoroughly every prob-
lem with which he dealt. The editorial 

board of the illegal Voie de Lénine (Len-
in’s road) worked under his direction 
and its first issues contained a masterly 
study from his pen of the structure and 
future of the various imperialist powers. 
In this study he traced the main line of 
future events in the war exactly in the 
way in which they later unfolded. An 
exemplary organizer and educator, he 
guided the branches, tried to build the 
party under conditions of illegality, and 
concentrated with infinite patience on 
winning the confidence of workers dis-
tricts and on forming a recognized and 
responsible national leadership on the 
basis of this confidence.

I met him personally for the first 
time on the first central committee of 
the party which was reconstituted by 
his efforts in July 1941. …

As soon as the party was reconsti-
tuted, Leon began to worry about inter-
national relations. An internationalist to 
his marrow, he found it intolerable that 
the Belgian section should live in iso-
lation from its brother movements in 
Europe and throughout the world. The 
need for contact with the other sections 
of the Fourth International did not arise 
solely from his desire to compare the po-
litical line of the Belgian party with that 
of its brother parties; it also correspond-

ed to a very clear realization that the 
great military and revolutionary shocks 
would in the future inevitably assume a 
continental character and that no politi-
cal leadership could any longer function 
effectively on a national scale. …

This period of illegal activity under 
the most dangerous conditions, when 
one’s heart involuntarily jumped each 
time the doorbell rang or an automobile 
pulled up close to the house, was a time 
of extreme nervous tension, of continu-
ous waiting for an explosion that would 
finally make a breach in the walls and 
bring closer the day on which would 
explode all the gates of the enormous 
prison into which Europe had been 
transformed. We awaited this explosion 
from the very depths of this prison. Our 
thoughts were centered on the reserves 
of revolutionary energy stored up during 
the long years of suffering by the prole-
tariat on the Old Continent. When Leon 
personally assumed the direction of par-
ty work among the proletarian soldiers 
of the Wehrmacht or when he attended 
meetings of the underground factory 
committees set up in the Liège metallur-
gical plants, he invariably invested these 
various tasks with a meaning which 

transcended the present; he wished to 
sow that the party would be able to reap 
when the decisive moment came. …

Then came the downfall of Musso-
lini. We finally felt the rising wind of 
the revolution; our activities multiplied. 
Each of us expended himself unspar-
ingly; the culmination was approach-
ing. There took place a number of secret 
trips to France where Leon participated 
actively in the work of the European 
Conference of the Fourth International 
in February 1944. We halted our work 
of self-preparation; it was now a ques-
tion of intervening actively in the work-
ers struggles which were erupting ev-
erywhere. In the Charleroi region, the 
Trotskyist organization took the initia-
tive in organizing an illegal movement 
of miners delegates. This movement 
spread rapidly to about fifteen pits: in 
complete illegality the party’s ideas be-
gan to take root among the masses. Un-
derstanding the full importance of this 
movement, Leon wished to follow it step 
by step. He decided to locate himself in 
Charleroi in order to collaborate daily 
with the revolutionary workers of the re-
gion. News of the Allied landing in Eu-
rope and fears lest connections between 
the various regions be broken, hastened 
the preparation for the shift. After liv-
ing for two years in complete illegality, 
he went to settle at Charleroi with his 
wife. On the very evening of his arrival 
the house into which he had moved was 
searched by the police. He was arrested 
and sent to prison.

Then followed long days of moral 
and physical torture. The Gestapo 
used every means to make him talk. 
He was torn with worry about the 
party which had lost five of its first 
rank leaders within the period of two 
years. He succeeded in gaining the 
confidence of one of the soldiers of the 
guard. A contact was established with 
the party. The letters which he sent are 
the most convincing testimonial that in 
the most difficult hours of his life all 
his thoughts were centered on the or-
ganization, its immediate projects, its 
future. He wanted so much to continue 
his work shoulder to shoulder with 
his comrades. Destiny willed it other-
wise. The rapidity with which he was 
deported frustrated the preparations 
to effect his escape undertaken by the 
party and he was flung into the hellish 
place where five million human beings 
were to perish — Auschwitz.

Ernest Mandel and Abram Leon, on right, 
in early 1940s. Inset, first issue of Arbeiter 
und Soldat (Worker and Soldier), distrib-
uted to soldiers in German occupation 
army in France 1943-44. Leon organized  
distribution of a similar paper in Belgium.
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Editorial US troops in Syria

Million plus have no electricity in Puerto Rico

Continued from front page

Continued from front page

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The Prisoners’ Fund makes it possible to send prison-
ers reduced rate subscriptions. To donate, send a check 
or money order payable to the Militant and earmarked 
“Prisoners’ Fund” to 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New 
York, NY 10018. 

mosquito-born diseases like Zika, dengue and chi-
kungunya. 

The government claims that only 58 people died 
from the storm, despite figures showing that in Sep-
tember alone 472 more people died than the year be-
fore. There was a similar jump in October. The gov’t 
figures don’t include deaths from lack of adequate 
medical care, not enough insulin or oxygen or being 
unable to get dialysis. 

“The governor said that we would have electricity 
by Dec. 15, but we haven’t seen anybody working,” 
Luis Aristud, an insurance adjuster in Canóvanas, east 
of San Juan, said by phone. 

“Many people in the U.S. who went through Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Sandy still haven’t gotten help,” 
Aristud said. “Imagine us! They’re like a landlord. 
When you need something fixed, forget about it, but 
miss a rent payment, they call the cops.” 

“We’ve been a colony ever since the U.S. invaded,” 
Aristud said. “Even though we’re U.S. citizens, we just 
have to take the dish they serve us, good, bad or so-so.”

“And people didn’t realize that the only part of their 
house that is insured, if they have insurance, is the part 
the bank owns,” he said, “not their belongings inside.”

There is no electricity at all on the island of Vieques, 
off Puerto Rico’s eastern shore, said Ismael Guada-
lupe, a retired school teacher and veteran leader of the 
successful fight to oust the U.S. Navy bombing range 
there. So many people have installed generators “that 
it just sounds like one big car at night,” he said. 

El Nuevo Día reported that 1,200 poles for power 
lines — out of a promised 65,000 needed to get elec-
tricity back up — arrived at the San Juan port Nov. 30. 

Justo González, acting executive director of the 
Electric Energy Authority, said Dec. 1 that 2,000 elec-
trical workers from the U.S. will arrive “in the coming 
weeks” to speed up restoring power. 

On Nov. 29, Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy reported it had canceled a contract with Bronze 
Star company three weeks earlier, because they didn’t 
deliver a half million light tarps for hurricane victims. 
In addition, some 60,000 blue tarps are needed to put 
up on homes that lost their roofs, but FEMA says it is 
only able to install 350 a day due to lack of supplies. 

It’s facts like these — little reported in the big-

of political opposition by working people at home. 
With the exception of Kurdish forces fighting Is-
lamic State in Syria and Iraq, backed by Washing-
ton, the Pentagon has been unable to put in place an 
effective fighting force on the ground in the region. 

While not widely publicized by Washington, the 
number of U.S. forces in the Middle East is in the 
tens of thousands and slowly rising. Some 10,000 
military personnel are stationed in Qatar at the Al 
Udeid Air Base, which coordinates U.S. airstrikes 
throughout the region; another 7,000 are in Bah-
rain, from where the 5th Navy Fleet operates; and 
15,000 are in Kuwait.  

The U.S. military has 10 bases and “outposts” in 
northern Syria, several of them with airfields, and two 
other outposts in southern Syria near the Iraqi border, 
with no plans to leave anytime soon. U.S. forces have 
11 regular and “temporary” bases in Iraq.  

The biggest winner in the war against Islamic State 
has been the regime in Tehran. They have moved to 
“fill the void in Iraq and Syria,” McMaster said, call-
ing them “weak states” Tehran can take advantage of.  

Moscow, whose airstrikes over the past couple of 
years together with ground troops from Iran, Hezbol-
lah and related Tehran-backed militias, has resurrect-
ed the Assad dictatorship in Syria, and is expanding 
its military presence there. A decadeslong agreement 
with the regime reinforces Russia’s Tartus naval base 
on the Mediterranean, its air base in the Latakia area, 
and a new one built near Damascus, Syria’s capital.  

Saudi rulers push ‘modernization’ 
To counter Tehran’s growing influence, Washington 

is backing the al-Saud monarchy in Saudi Arabia and 
its drive to clear away aspects of the country’s tribal-
based social, religious and political relations that pose 
obstacles to capitalist “modernization” there.  

There are 5,000 third-generation princes in Saudi 
Arabia whose families and entourages eat up $30 to 
$50 billion per year. These “royals” have accumulated 
vast economic power through special access to gov-
ernment contracts and control over imported labor.  

The Saudi regime is now offering freedom to some 
of the over 200 people — princes, current and former 
cabinet ministers and oil-monopoly billionaires — ar-
rested Nov. 4 on charges of “corruption” if they put 
large amounts of their wealth into government coffers. 
This would place some $100 billion in capital in the 
hands of the state for investments to expand infra-
structure, industry and manufacturing to diversify the 
economy away from over-dependency on oil.   

Over three-quarters of Saudi citizens work for the 
state, with generous social benefits. That’s not the case 
for the 9 million foreign-born workers — about 30 
percent of the total population — who comprise nearly 
80 percent of the workforce. Many are brought into the 
country on fixed-term contracts and face dangerous 
working conditions and low pay.   

This drive — led by Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman — includes eliminating many restric-
tions on women, including the right to drive and attend 
public events. These steps are popular among the vast 
majority of the Saudi population, 65 percent of whom 
are under age 30. Steps have also been taken to reign 
in the powers of the Wahhabi Muslim ministry over 
political and social life.  

To further its impact in the region, the Saudi gov-
ernment has initiated a Muslim Military Alliance of 
some 40 countries that includes Turkey and excludes 
Iraq, Syria and Iran. 

With Washington’s support, the Saudi air force has 
been bombarding Yemen in a nearly three-year-long 
war aimed at defeating Tehran-backed Houthi rebels 
who have taken control over large parts of the country. 
At Riyadh’s insistence, the U.N. Security Council im-
posed a total blockade on the country Nov. 6.   

According to the U.N., some 7 million of the coun-
try’s 28 million people are on the brink of starvation, 
nearly 1 million have contracted cholera and over 
2,000 have died from it.  

Former Yemen President Ali Abdullah Saleh was 
killed in Sanaa Dec. 4. Saleh made billions for him-
self ruling Yemen with an iron fist for 33 years before 
being forced to resign in 2011 because of mass “Arab 
Spring” protests. He sided with the Houthis against the 
Saudi-led coalition, but broke with them two days be-
fore being killed.  

business press in the U.S. — that show that the peo-
ple in the U.S. colony of Puerto Rico are suffering 
not from a “natural disaster,” but a man-made capi-
talist catastrophe.  

Eliminating the Christmas bonus
William Hernández, a mechanical engineer, told the 

Militant electricity was restored three weeks ago at the 
pharmaceutical factory where he works in Guayama, 
on the southeast part of the island. Puerto Rico is a 
major center for medicine and medical supplies. 

The Puerto Rican government exempted bosses 
at hundreds of private companies from paying the 
legally mandated annual Christmas bonuses that are 
a big part of workers’ yearly pay, because the storm 
cost them income. 

“At the company where I work, they paid it,” 
Hernández said. “But where my friends work, they’re 
not going to pay. The pharmaceutical companies make 
big profits. They are using the tragedy of the hurricane 
to benefit themselves and it can’t be justified.”

Working people in Puerto Rico have been hit hard 
over the last decade by the worldwide capitalist eco-
nomic crisis, exacerbated by the island’s colonial op-
pression. Dozens of factories have been shuttered and 
gross domestic product declined there every year since 
2006. The government took out new loans to pay off 
earlier ones, and now the colonial government’s debt 
has soared to $74 billion. To keep paying the bond-
holders, the government closed schools, laid off thou-
sands of public employees, reduced pensions, raised 
sales taxes and cut maintenance on the electrical grid. 
The effects of the hurricane deepened the crisis. 

According to the island’s Labor and Human Re-
sources Department, in October the number of people 
with a job or actively looking for one was 38.6 percent, 
the lowest level in 27 years. There were at least 54,000 
fewer workers in October compared to last year. 

In 2016 President Barack Obama appointed a Fiscal 
Responsibility and Oversight Board to press the colo-
nial regime to cut back more on jobs, social services 
and other government expenses. The board has veto 
power over all of the government’s financial decisions 
to ensure the maximum payment possible on the debt.

Board members chastised Puerto Rican Gov. Ri-
cardo Rosselló Nov. 27, saying his decision to pay the 
annual Christmas bonus to public employees this year 
“demonstrates a lack of fiscal discipline.” With the 
typical arrogance of the imperialist rulers, the board 
told Rosselló that they expect to be “consulted” on all 
such decisions in the future. 

The bosses claim recent capitalist economic 
growth is good for “American interests.” 

But there are no “American interests.” On one 
hand, there are the interests of the U.S. propertied 
rulers, defended by the bosses’ political parties — 
Democrats, Republicans and growing numbers of 
self-proclaimed “independents” who seek to con-
vince workers disgusted with capitalist politics-as-
usual to stay in the swamp. Our union officials are 
among those who continuously tell us “you can’t 
fight City Hall” and to rely on Democrats or others 
who will be our “friends” when they get into office.

On the other hand there are the interests of the 
working class and our allies around the world. We 
need to find ways to fight effectively against the 
attacks on our jobs, working conditions and dete-
riorating conditions of life.

Strengthening our unity to resist the bosses in-
volves taking a stand against any attempt to blame 
fellow working people for the crisis we face. 

If the temporary uptick in capitalist production 

and trade continues to expand, an unintended con-
sequence will be to open a door for the working 
class. As more of us get jobs, and those who lost 
hope after months and years without employment 
see a way out of the crushing burden they’ve faced, 
our confidence and willingness to fight will grow.

The ability of the bosses to use their crisis to try 
and get employed and unemployed, native-born 
and immigrant workers to fight against each other 
for a “shrinking pie” will be weakened.

It will be easier to see the possibility — and the 
necessity — for our class to mobilize the vast ma-
jority of working people to overthrow dog-eat-dog 
capitalist rule and take political power. The prop-
ertied rulers can be overthrown and a new kind of 
world built — working people in Cuba demonstrat-
ed this in 1959 and ever since. Through struggle, 
we too will develop the courage, confidence and 
class consciousness necessary to emulate Cuban 
workers and farmers and take political power.

Join us in this fight!

Discount on books for 
prisoners 

Pathfinder offers books and pamphlets at a 50 % 
discount off the cover price. There is a flat rate of 

$2.75 for shipping and handling. Prisoners can mail 
their prepaid orders to  

Pathfinder Press  
PO Box 162767  

Atlanta GA 30321-2767
Link at pathfinderpress.com
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