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Im perialist Powers 

Q u a rre l at London
D ressm akers A g a in  Betrayed

« Impartial Commission » Formed to Sell O u t W orkers
The New York dressmakers’ .strike of 

the International Ladies Garment Workers, 
the Right wing union, is nearing an end. 
The end of the strike, called with the ag
reement of the manufacturers, brings as 
its major result and “ accomplishment”  the 
establishment of a socalled impartial ma
chinery for the adjustment of disputes be
tween the bosses in  the cloak industry. 
Its actual function Is to hamstring the 
workers, to destroy their militancy and re
liance upon fighting means to gain better 
conditions in the industry. The '“ Impar
tia l Commission" makes i t  simple for the 
union fakers and the bosses to betray the 
worker in any impending struggle by delay, 
ing or preventing any strike action, and 
makes easier the intervention of the gov
ernmental agencies on the side of the em
ployers.

No Militancy, Displayed
L ittle  if  any militancy has been dis

played during the walkout except so fa r as 
Left wing and class-conscious workers have 
injjected i t  and made efforts to energize the 
strike. The “ mass picketing” and demon
strations of the Right wingers, looked up
on quietly by the employers and noncha
lantly by Whalen’s police, were not even 
w ell staged. Where Left wingers mingled 
among the workers and tried to develop a 
fighting spirit among the apathetic work
ers, then the police did not hesitate to club 
and arrest the workers. In  the course of 
one of these sham demonstrations, Right 
wing guerrillas and gangsters, expecting to 
attack Left wingers, were responsible for 
the death of a dress manufacturer mingling 
in the crowd.
,. .. Working Conditions Unchanged 

The workers are about to return to their 
shops. The class collaboration agreement 
of the I. L. G. W. U. and the Manufacturers, 
in  addition to the “ impartial machinery” 
fo r the adjustment of disputes, calls fo r the 
formation of a commission to “ study” the 
dress industry with a view toward “ stabil
izing” the trade; in other words, a commis
sion to study long and plenty and to delay 
indefinitely any actual improvement of the 
dressmakers’ conditions.

The reported agreement calls for a two 
year contract with no changes in the wage 
scale except overtime rates. W ith an in
creasing unemployment in the dressmakers 
and the needle trades generally, and at the 
same time w ith an increase in the cost of 
living, no actual wage increase means in 
reality a wage reduction. W ith workers un
employed and starving or eking out a mis
erable existence, the proposed agreement 
defers discussion for unemployment insur
ance for one year.

Schlesinger, Dubinsky, Hochman and 
Co., the manufacturer and the state govern
ment, represented by Lieutenant-Governor 
Lehman worked like a holy tr in ity  in  bind
ing the dressmakers to miserable condi
tions.
le f t  Wing Failed to Propose United Front

The Left wing, represented by the 
Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union, 
had an opportunity to do effective work 
among the rank and file workers who re
sponded to the call of the Right wing union, 
but sectarian and isolation tactics rendered 
the efforts of the militants less effective. 
To keep Left wing union members at work 
in "controlled shops” behind locked doors 
was even worse. No efforts or proposals 
were made in the name of the Left wing to 
the I. L. G. W. U. and the rank and file 
strikers to effect a fighting front against 
Uie manufacturers, to abolish the sweat shop 
to gain the 40 hour week, to develop a m il
itant sp irit among the striking workers 
other than Left wingers. The N. T. W. I. U. 
lost a chance to show up effectively the 
Right wins; officialdom through united front

proposals for a struggle for these and other 
specific demands. Denunciation of the offi
cials is Insufficient. Nor, likewise, is a de
mand upon the workers who went out un
der the Right wing call to go instead to the 
halls of the Left wing and strike under their 
banner. This call was simply not heeded 
by the workers, i t  is necessary, imperative 
to find and utilize every means to gain 
contact w ith a ll workers and to influence 
their thoughts and actions. The isolation 
policy of the Left wing has not gained 
forces for the N. T. W. I. U. I t  is time to 
end ah ostrich policy and existence

The struggle to build a mass union of 
the dressmakers, of needle trades workers, 
to smash company union, class-collabora
tion agreements, “ impartial commissions” , 
Schlesinger and the other I. L. G- W. U. 
reactionaries; to ins till a new fighting spir
i t  among the exploited needle trades work
ers; to ra lly  them to industrial union; to 
the organization of the forces for a genu
ine struggle for the 40 hour week, increase 
in wages, shop committee control—this re
mains as before. I t  can be done, i f  proper 
tactics are adopted and pursued. In  addi
tion to the work of building the Left wing

The Stalinist press is ominously si
lent! Has Blumkin been shot “ in  con
form ity w ith the orders of the G. P. U.” , or 
not? The question has been put to it  
publicly, before the whole revolutionary 
working class. I t  refuses to reply to it. 
Why?

Why is Stalin himself silent? Why 
does the Russian Party press, directly con
trolled by him, fa il to breath a word about 
Blumkin’s fate? The assassination of Blum- 
ldn would be a new stage in the “ ideological 
struggle”  against the Russian Bolshevik 
Opposition. W ill Stalin, Yaroslavsky and 
Co. find i t  difficult to explain to the Russian 
and international working class why the 
“ exterminated Trotskyists” now have to be 
fought by being stood against the wall in 
secret and shot down? Is this difficulty 
the reason fo r the silence?

Blumkin was an irreproachable revolu
tionist. Early in  the revolution, he trans
ferred his allegiance from the Left Social 
Revolutionaries and joined the Communist 
Party. He was one of the heroes of the 
Red Army in the c iv il war and the struggle 
against imperialist intervention. Despite 
the fact that he avowed his support to the 
Russian Opposition from the very begin
ning, never concealing his views at any 
time, he was entrusted w ith the most im
portant and confidential work of the rev
olution to the very end. Menzhinsky, the 
head of the G. P. U., and Trilisser, former 
head of the foreign section of the G. P. U., 
were both aware of Blumkin’s views, but 
he continued to fu lfil l his important rev
olutionary function because Menzhinsky 
and Trilisser considered him irreplaceable, 
and that was correct

Now he has been shot—the M ilitant is 
in  a position to state this from unques
tionably authentic sources. Why? On 
whose responsibility, on whose orders?

On hearing the news, thousands and 
tens of thousands of Russian workers and

N. T. W. I. U., i t  is necessary to begin ser
iously and w ith well-laid out plans to build 
a Left wing in the I. L. G. W D. to under
mine the Schlesinger machine, the bosses’ 
agents.

By a policy of isolation and the abandon
ment of the united' front tactic, the N. T. 
W. I. U. is In danger to lose its last base 
in  the needle trades, this despite the fact 
that the Right wing union is again betray
ing and selling out the workers. But the 
sectarian policy and the mechanical Com
munist party control of the N. T. W. I. U. 
has been of such a Character that many of 
the workers have lost confidence in it. This 
needs to be remedied at once i f  a success
fu l fight against the Right wing union is 
to be waged. Not a reflex of the Party 
struggles, but toward a broad Left wing or
ganization of the mass of workers, is what 
the N. T. W. I. U. must consciously direct 
Its steps. Only with such methods and aims 
w ill the N. T. W. I. U. be able to fight and 
defeat the betrayers o f the workers and the 
agents of the bosses—Schlesinger, Hochman 
Dubinsky and Company, and to build a 
union functioning in the interests of the 
mass of needle trades workers.

Communists w ill whisper in horror at the 
deed. They know that such an act could 
never have been committed in Lenin’s day. 
A t that time, the Tcheka (now G. P. U.) 
carried out a rigorous task. But its ac
tivities remained subordinated to the con
tro l of the Bolshevik Party. A t the head 
of the Tcheka stood Dzherjinsky, a man 
of superior moral power. He remained 
subordinated to the Political Bureau of the 
Party, composed of members who had 
clear ideas on every question and knew how 
to defend them. A ll this was a guarantee 
that the Tcheka would rest an instrument 
of the revolutionary dictatorship.

Now the Party is stifled. A t the head 
of the G. P. U. stands Menzhinsky, not a 
man, but the shadow of a man! The prin
cipal role In the G. P. U. Is played by Iagoda 
a detestable careerist, who has bound his 
fate with Stalin’s and carries out the lat
te r’s orders unquestionably. The Political 
Bureau does not exist—of that the recent 
revelations of Bucharin bear incontestable 
witness. Stalin holds the Political Bureau 
in his palms and uses the G. P. U. to col
lect such material against them as w ill 
insure their obedience. Under such con
ditions, the execution of Blnmkln is a per
sonal affair of Stalin.

Has Blumkin been assassinated? Why? 
W illiam  Z. Foster, the head of the Amer
ican Communist Party, who has just re
turned from Moscow, should know. Does 
he assume jo in t responsibility w ith Stalin 
fo r this unheard of crime? Do Browder, 
and Bedacht, and Minor and the others in 
the Party leadership? Let them speak out 
publicly! Or do they want the Blumkin 
affair to become the Sacco-Vanzetti case of 
the Communist movement?

YES OB NO! HAS BLUMKIN BEEN 
ASSASSINATED? TELL US, FOSTER! 
AND TELL US WHY!

The undertone of dissatisfaction that 
has characterized the attitude of the B ri
tish Japanese, French and Italian capitalist 
powers at the London conference on naval 
reduction with the arrogance and demands 
of the United States imperialist represen
tatives, is now coming sharply into the open. 
The conference of pirates is showing dis
sent.

The r if t  has taken place with America’s 
proposal that she be permitted to build a 
modification of the proposed capital ship 
new battleship i f  35,000 tons. This is a 
better America’s battleship standing with 
“ holiday" until 1935, and would actually 
Great Britain, with whom the United • States 
expresses disagreements on replacements. 
The London Daily Times, organ of the Con
servatives and the Dally Herald, organ of 
the Labour Party and the MacDonald Gov
ernment, together protest on behalf of B ri
tish imperialist privileges. The Times pro
tests that the American proposal really give 
an advantage to the United States; and the 
Dally Herald refers to naval parity as “ Par
ity  disease”  and “ i f  the American sugges» 
tion is accepted i t  w ill mean the confer
ence w ill be a prelude to, not a cessation of 
battleship building

Each has its special capitalists interests 
to preserve, and each each demands its 
share of cruisers submarines, battleships or 
other naval armaments. A ll. make plans 
for war equipment for years ahead.

The French paper, Figaro, complains, 
‘ The United States obstinately pursues her 
p lans...A ll she cares about is to have the 
kind and size of navy she wants” , and goes 
on to add that France's freedom of action 
is preferable to agreement. “ The Amer
icans started in after the war to build the 
largest fleet in the world but found i t  too 
expensive. Now they th ink they can ach
ieve the same result by forcing others to 
reduce. Britain has agreed to impose lim 
itations on other naval powers. They are 
to be equal but all others are to be infer
ior and they intend to fix the size of the 
French, Italian and Japanese navies. More
over, in condemning submarines in theory, 
they are trying to force us to accept an un
satisfactory minimum.”

America Spreads Her Wings

But America is insistent and feels that 
her strength and resources w ill prevail. 
Formal parity with Great Britain under the 
circumstances actually means that America 
supersedes Great Britain as mistress of the 
seas. Stimsons’ proposals have the design 
to place the American delegation in a dom
inant role at London.

The Japanese are b itterly hostile, but 
know not where to turn  fo r relief. Small 
concessions have been made to the Mikado 
government in the way of submarines.

So the pirates quarrel and fight for 
the spoils, and politely ask the other fel
low pirate to walk the plank. The scared 
petty-bourgeois pacifist sees his hopes go
ing up in smoke. F irst secretly, now openly 
the imperialist powers reveal that a ll their 
maneuvers are but paper ta lk  and are ac
tually laying the basis and strengthening 
themselves fo r the next imperialist war, 
first through diplomacy, and finally in  the 
extension of diplomacy into the reality of 
scourging war. Reduction and d isarm a
ment are just talk. These capitalist rep
resentatives feel more comfortable that they 
hear nothing of an actual program for to
tal disarmament in  a ll fields, as proposed 
by the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. 
But the road toward total disarmament 
and the abolition of war lies through the 
struggle fo r the abolition of capital
ism ... And so the London Conference Will 
ta lk reduction and peace—and prepare fop 
war

YES OR NO! HAS BLUMKIN 
BEEN ASSASSINATED?

M ore Facts on the Disappearance of the Fighter for the 
Russian Bolshevik Revolution
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Un employment Stalks The M iddle W est
Charity organizations and welfare de

partments in middle western cities face a 
Situation in  February, 1930 which is with
out parallel except for the winter of 1921-2. 
Tens of thousands of unemployed men and 
women walk the streets looking fo r work, 
w ith  rent overdue and food credit ex
hausted.

The Chicago “ slave market” is thronged 
w ith  men. A ll day long they crowd the 
Bidewalks in  West Madison St., spilling over 
Into the side streets and alleys and gather
ing in mobs in front of any employment 
office that advertises for help. Most of the 
employment office windows have chalked up 
the sign "No Shipment Today” .

Only 44% Work In Toledo
A census of employment taken in Tol

edo shows that fo r every hundred men 
working in February, 1929 there were 44 
men working in  February, 1930. Some of 
the more important plants are practically 
closed down and there is no chance for 
work outside of an occasional snow-shov
elling job.

Estimates place the number of unem
ployed in Detroit somewhere between 100, 
000 and 125,000. Day after day they gather 
before employement offices in  lines four 
deep that extend fo r blocks. An ad fo r 
one man w ill bring a thousand applicants.

Cleveland has faced hard times for the 
last three year*. Unemployment there 
Is as severe as i t  is in  other neighboring 
Cities, but since i t  is of longer duration 
many of the “ out-of-works”  have drifted 
to other places, looking for jobs.

The Charities of Louisville, Ky. are 
facing a late winter and spring in which 
relief demands from the unemployed, evic
ted and other distress cases are overtaxing 
the ir budgets. Present demands indicate 
a need for the year 1930 of about double 
the amount of money available.

“ Welfare”  Dept Jammed
The Detroit Welfare Department, a city 

institution, cared fo r about 7,000 families 
la  November, about 9,000 in December and 
f&out 11,000 in January 1930. Toward 
the end of January the office of the depart
ment was daily Jammed w ith applicants of 
Whom about one in eight received assis
tance. In  addition to the charity distrib
uted by this public organization, the usual 
private agencies in  Detroit found their 
bands more than fu ll.

Hoover’s prosperity conferences have 
received fa r more public notice than the 
lines of unemployed waiting outside the 
factory gates a ll through the industrial 
section of the United States. They do not 
provide jobs, however, as hundreds of thou
sands of desperate workers know to their 
cost. Many of the jobless are loyal sup
porters of the Republican machine. Most 
ef the balance voted fo r A1 Smith in 1928. 
Empty stomachs and eviction notices pro
vide the basis for disillusionment.

d>

Men versus Machines
H ILL  STATION, Pa.-(FP)—A veteran 

»ick miner, experienced through over 20 
rears of coal mining in the Pittsburgh coal 
urea, has figured out the operator’s book
keeping in  deciding whether to use cutting 
Machines at the coal face or a miner w ith 
lie  old time pick. I t ’s the question of 
leath versus replacement cost.

“ We used to do a ll the mining by hand,”  
ke says, nursing a foot on which 150 pounds 
>f slate had fallen in  a mine entry. “ Then 
be machines began to come in but they 
sere expensive and not always efficient. We 
jt i l l  had them on even terms. But the 
nachlne cutters constantly got better and 
faster. We began to lose out.

"Now the machine does almost a ll the

work In the p it where I  work. We pick 
miners s till get a small share but i t  does 
not cheer us much to know why. Anywhere 
that a machine can safely go we have no 
chance. But i f  i t  is dangerous fo r the 
machine, the boss sends us in.

“ In  some places a fa il of rock might 
smash the machine and that would be a 
loss of $4,000 to $5,000. But i f  we get killed 
the maximum compensation under Penn
sylvania is only $3,000. So the company 
saves at least $1,000 by taking a chance on 
a miner's life  instead of on its expensive 
machinery.

0
3 5 ,000  Jobless in N ew  Jersey 

Industrial Center
TRENTON, N. J.—Investigation of apal- 

ling unemployemnt in New Jersey is pro
posed in a b ill introduced in  the state 
legislature. Estimates of unemployment in  
this state run into the six figures, w ith 
35,000-40,000 jobless in  Newark and sur
rounding cities. The situation is most se
vere in  Camden, Newark and Jersey City. 
In  Caldwell, a Newark suburb, hundreds 
of colored workers are jobless and almost 
starving.

Both the Johnson & Johnson medical 
supplies plant at New Brunswick and the 
U. S. Metals & Refining Co. at Carteret 
are reported to have laid oft hundreds.
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Taxi Maintenance M e n  Join Strikers
PITTSBURG—This city’s embattled taxi 

drivers are standing firm  In the fourth week 
of their strike for union and better wages. 
Maintenance crews in the scab Parmalee 
garages have joined the strikers.

Although cars that venture on the 
streets carry large signs that interference 
w ith their operation is a violation of a 
strikebreaking injunction, the order is 
cheerfully ignored. Deputies, privately 
paid at $10 per day, accompany the cabs 
in their occasional sorties on downtown 
streets.

An interesting sidelight is thrown on 
the character of these deputies by the 
arrest of one who relieved a friend of the 
change from a $50 b ill after he had paid 
for the guard’s dinner. Strikebreakers 
imported from Philadelphia and New Or
leans are involved in arrests for traffic 
law violations and figuring in smashups 
caused by their ignorance of Pittsburg tra f
fic.

CLEVELAND—Five hundred taxi driv
ers have signed up and affiliated w ith the 
Cleveland Federation of Labor.

q>
REPORTS BODE IL L  FOR AUTO SLAVES

DETROIT — Two reports, appearing 
here over the week-end, bode 111 for em
ployment prospects of Detroit auto work
ers. One from Chicago, states that “ the 
Chicago Automobile Show drew a record 
attendance, but available data on sales 
indicate a sharp decline in comparlsion 
w ith last year” .

The other, from the Oakland plant in 
Pontiac, states: “ As a result of the recent 
installation of a new machine in the sheet 
metal plant of the Oakland Motor Car Co., 
production of hood rod clips hfcs been 
speeded up to 220 a minute.

“ Previous to the installation of the 
machine, hood clips were produced on tour 
machines at the rate of 150 per hour. 
W ith the new installation ony two hours 
work is required to turn  out a months 
supply.”

BIRMINGHAM WAGES MISERLY
By T. S. RAWLINGS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.-( FP )—In  this 
steel city a worker is lucky to have any 
Job at a ll in January, and doubly lucky I f  
he is making enough to keep out of debt. 
Common labor, mostly colored, is getting 
as low as 20 cents an hour; carpenters, as 
low as 35 cents, bricklayers are being 
offered 50 cents and machinists 45 cents. 
Young men and women in offices are get
ting $7 to $10 a week. The cost of liv ing  
though in Birmingham, is as high as any
where else in the country.

Perhaps the Chamber of Commerce is no 
different than sim ilar bodies elsewhere. 
A t any rate they can te ll you where John 
Smith moved when he le ft his previous ad

dress (for the benefit of the credit houses 
and loan sharks), where he works and how; 
much the various open shop firms pay. 
But on constructive information concern
ing economic conditions in  the district the 
Chamber is mum as an oyster.

No easy going organizing methods w ill 
catch on here. Real fire w ill be needed to 
fight back at the long unchallenged sway 
of the iron and steel, coal and textile bar
ons who shaped this Alabama in*o a hea
ven for profiteers and a purgatory for 
labor,

0
WEAVERS WALK OUT IN  CAROLINA 

M ILL
WILMINGTON, N. C.—Forty weavers 

of the Delgado cotton m ill in  Wilmington 
have walked out in protest against the 
stretchout system.

The strikers refused to accept their pay 
checks after they had read a bulletin 
posted at tbe m ill announcing the wage 
cut. They are unorganized.
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avoid missing any issues.
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The Socialist Party and Radicalization of the Masses
By James P. CannonThe ten year period following the end 

of the war was marked by an integration 
and growth of the American Communist 
movement and a concurrent decline in the 
organization and influence of the Socialist 
Party. For the past year or so we have 
been witnessing a reversal of this process. 
The relation of forces between the two 
contending tendencies—of revolution and 
reform—has undergone a change. These 
are the important facts which merit con
sideration and analysis.

I t  profits the revolutionary wing of the 
labor movement nothing to evade or deny 
this state of affairs. On the contrary it  
w ill do harm, for the radical workers see 
what is going on before their eyes and are 
apt to draw false conclusions regarding 
the efficacy and future prospects of rev
olutionary ideas. Such indeed is the mean
ing of the recent noticeable shifting of al
legiance of many workers, particularly in 
the needle trades, who had conscientiously 
supported the Left wing and the Communist 
Party fo r several years. The Commun
istic workers are entitled to an appraisal 
of the situation.

I
The advance of Communism in the 

struggle against the Socialist Party, and to 
a large extent at its expense, over a ten-year 
period is undeniable. A few facts: The 
Left wing gained a majority in the party 
struggle of 1919 and the Hillquit-Berger 
machine was able to prevent its capture 
of the convention only by wholesale expul
sions (aided, however, as has so often been 
the case, by stupidities of the Left wing 
leadership). Even after the split in 1919, 
which reduced the Socialist Party member
ship from 100,000 to less than 20,000, a 
new Left wing developed within i t  under 
the pressure of Communist sentiments in 
the ranks. This culminated in the second 
split—a weak one, it  is true, with still 
weaker leadership—of the "Workers Coun
c il"  group at the end of 1921. The Com
munists became organizationally stronger 
than the Socialists despite the terrific hand
icaps of the Palmer terror and the three- 
years’ period of underground organization. 
The C. P. extended its operations through
out the country while the S. P. influence 
and strength were confined to isolated loc
alities, notably New York and Milwaukee. 
The superior strength and fighting ability 
of the Communists were graphically dem
onstrated in the big movements which en
gaged the attention of the workers : The 
Labor Party campaign, the organization of 
the Left wing in the trade unions, the Pas
saic strike, the Sacco-Vanzetti movement, 
the needle trades struggles. The collapse 
of the New York Call, the daily paper of 
the S. P., just preceding the establishment 
of the Daily Worker, symbolized the waning 
power of one party and the upward swing 
of the other.

A Period of Communist Growth
Over that entire ten-year period our 

party continued to win recruits, individu
ally and in groups, from its Socialist rival, 
with no shuffling in the other direction. 
The tide3 in those days swept out of the 
S. P and into our ranks with such emin
ent pillars of present day Communism as 
Engdahl, Schneid, Olgin and almost the 
whole Freiheit staff, not to speak of Kruse, 
who has begun to d rift l ...... by way of the
Lovestone detour. Scott Nearing le ft the 
S. P. in 1923 and joined the C..P. in 1926. 
Weishovd, who became justly renowned as 
the Communist organizer of the Passaic 
strike in  1926, had been the Secretary of 
the Young Peoples Socialist League and 
a campaigner for La Follette in 1924. A ll 
of these people, and many others who 
could he mentioned, were, in one sense of 
the word, weather-cocks indicating the way 
thé wind was blowing.

Now, after ten years of stagnation and 
decay, the Socialist Party is showing man
ifest signs of a revival, partly at the ex
pense of the C P.. The facts which demon
strate this trend are as incontestable as 
are the reasons which explain it. The 
greatly increased Socialist vote In the re
cent New York municipal election, while 
the Communist vote was reduced to insig
nificance is one of these signs. The re-es
tablishment of the E ight wing unions in 
the needle trades is another. The increased 
recruitment of new members is a th ird  sign. 
(For example, the report of the secretary 
at the latest meeting of the National Exec
utive Committee claimed more members 
enrolled : in 1929 than In the whole five 
prodding years). Socialist Influence in 
............ . ■ » - „ H renewed :ict'v 'tv  in the

general trade union movement are a fourth 
sign. The reformist Socialist Party con
fronts the revolutionary Communists in 
1930 as a stronger foe than at any time 
since the split in 1919.

I I
Weather-cocks also reflect the new sit

uation, The first of these was Schneid, 
president of a Chicago local of the Amal
gamated Clothing Workers union, who 
came to us from the S. P. on the tide of 
Communist influence in the union in 1922. 
Last year the reaction carried him back 
to the S.P. A recent convert to reformism 
is Hendin, once a member of the C. E. C., 
who demanded “armed insurrection"—noth
ing less—at the firs t underground conven
tion of our party in 1920. (He overesti
mated the “ radicalization”  at the time.) 
There are many others less prominent trav
elling the same path; one in particlar 
named Streit, who led a squad of Stalinists 
to break up a meeting of the Communist 
Opposition in Philadelphia less than a year 
ago.

The Course of Lovestone’s Faction
Eesides those individuals who desert 

Communism and pass over directly into the 
reformist camp of the S. P.—and—more 
significant—are those who have started on 
an indirect route, by stages, to the same 
place. Speaking from the standpoint of 
political logic—which is decisive—and dis
regarding personal intentions—which are 
not—this is the destination of the Love- 
stone faction.* We do not see any ground 
for the permanent existence of a political 
party half-way between Communism and 
reformism which is the sum and substance 
of Eight wing wisdom. The example of the 
2 1-2 International and a ll sim ilar national 
groupings excludes such a prospect. That 
Lovestone and Wolfe understand this as 
well as anyone, cannot be doubted. The 
Forward’s estimate of Lovestone’s present 
“ work" as the “ most useful he has ever 
done for the working class" is, from their 
standpoint, a quite intelligent judgement.

I t  ought to be easily understood why 
Lovestone and Wolfe cannot proceed dir
ectly to their political destination. Consci
entious worker-Communists, revolting 
against the stupidity and brutality of the 
Foster regime have been caught in  Love
stone’s trap. Deception and maneuver are 
necessary to keep these workers together 
on a graduated reactionary course. Love
stone and Wolfe need time, but they are 
known for speed and they are making head
way. They have already succeeded in lead
ing their followers to Brandler and his 
program of “ National Communism” w ith
out a centralized International. They have 
already translated “ Socialism in one 
country”—the slogan under which they ex
pelled us from the party—into "Communism 
in one country” . This is progress enough 
for six months. The rest w ill follow.

H I
A number of factors contribute to the 

phenomena of a Socialist Party revival af
ter ten years of retrogression. The most 
important is the beginning of a “ radical
ization”  of the workers about which so 
much is being written these days. The 
fearfully accelerated exploitation involved 
In the development of industrial technique 
which goes by the name of “ rationalization” 
plus wage-cuts, plus swelling unemploy
ment and Its attendant horrors, stimulates 
a labor discontentment which is beginning 
to grope for expression. I t  is of decisive 
importance to have a precise estimate of 
the character and degree of this dis
content. In  this field nothing is helpful 
but actual facts. In  the light of such facts 
there is no ground whatever fo r the as
sumption that this “ radicalization”  of the 
American workers has anything approach
ing immediate revolutionary implications, 
or that the masses are ready for Communist 
leadership. So fa r i t  is possible to speak 
of tentative movements in the worker 
masses as “ radicalization”  in a strictly de
fined and limited sense. The traditional 
lack of class consciousness of th3 Amer
ican workers, and their specific indifference 
to social questions as they record i t  on 
every occassion (the elections, for example) 
absolutely preclude the attempt to fit them 
into any European or world formula of 
of "radicalization". This term can be used 
intelligently only on an American scale, in 
comparison w ith the recent years of “ pros
perity” ; and then only w ith the reservation 
that this “ radicalization” ¡a shown in Us

firs t stages, as symptoms of deeper move
ment to come.

The Strike Barometer
This is the only possible conclusion 

which ascertainable facts w ill allow. Take 
the record of recent strikes, laways a 
good barometer of working class militancy. 
Exact figures of strike movements over a 
period of years are not at hand at the 
moment, but the general outline is well 
known. The textile workers’ strike in the 
South, the sporadic strikes of auto workers 
and similar outbursts certainly show an 
awakening mood of the workers involved. 
But altogether they have so fa r involved 
only a few thousand workers, a number In 
no way comparable to the hundreds of 
thousands who took part in the great strike 
movements in coal and steel and on the 
railroads in 1919 and 1922. Moreover, the 
responsiveness of the workers generally all 
over the country, to these strikes was neg
ligible. The elections, another yardstick 
of proletarian class development, show a 
Communist debacle, a Socialist gain and a 
reactionary victory. The various political 
demonstrations organized by the Communist 
Party have yet to show serious working 
class support. They are real “ Communist” 
demonstrations in the sense that only Com
munists take an active part in them. I t  is 
self deception to represent curious spec
tators as participants in these actions. 
The unemployment movement shows prom
ise but is, as yet, only in its in itia l stages.

The most pronounced expressions of the 
symptoms of radicalization of the workers 
has been through reformist channels. Such 
Is the meaning of the increased socialist 
vote insofar as i t  came from the workers; 
of the general revival of S. P. influence 
among the workers; of the appearance of 
“ progressive”  movements in the trade 
unions under S, P. leadership. Such is 
the real explanation of the the fact that 
thousands of workers in the needle trades 
are turning to the reorganized Eight wing 
unions. The signs of Socialist Party reviv
al appearing simultaneously w ith the be
ginning of working class radicalization is 
no contradiction. I t  appears so only to 
those who grossly exaggerate the extent 
of the radicalization process and attempt to 
substitute noisy and flamboyant proclama
tions for actual moods of the masses. They 
cannot reconcile these imaginary revolu
tionary moods w ith a growth of reformistic 
influence and they try  to dispose of the 
latter by Ignoring or denying it. The refus
al to see things as they are has always 
been a fool’s dangerous game. Nobody, 
least of a ll revolutionaries, ever yet won 
a war against facts. But this is precisely 
the whole m ilitary strategy of the Foster 
generals.

IV
A second reason for the recent pros

perity which has overtaken the long in
solvent firm  of H illqu it and Company, 
bound up with the symptoms of labor rad
icalism which the capitalists see as clearly 
as we do and which they fear as much as 
we welcome, is the patronage of the liber
al wing of Capitalism. The more far
sighted elements of American capitalism, 
profiting by European post-war experience, 
fear a revolutionary influence on a radical
ized working class and wish to prepare 
a buffer against i t  in advance. For this 
purpose they are not unwilling to “ build 
up”  the liberalized Socialist Party of which 
they have no fears whatever. The “ good 
press” which the S. P. received in the New 
York municipal campaign, including the 
direct support of several papers, had far 
deeper implications than a mere gesture of 
protest against the crudities of Tammany 
Hall. The New York papers were help
ing to prepare a safety valve before the 
social boiler has begun to steam.

On its part, the gaining of this capit
alist patronage has been facilitated by the 
deliberate movement of the Socialist Party 
to the Eight. I t  has spared no effort to 
establish respectability and harmlessness 
to the existing social order. I t  is more 
and more becoming the haven of inoffensive 
liberals as well as the shield of labor reac
tionaries such as the Black Hundreds in the 
needle trades. Norman Thomas, as spokes
man who makes no pretense of Marxism, 
is a perfect symbol of this metamorphosis 
of a Party which once proclaimed in words 
always, and some times in deed, the doc
trine of the class struggle.

V
A third Important factor which has 

aided the Socialists is tin» crisis >n the

Communist Party and the incompetent 
leadership by appointment, which Is mad« 
to order for Socialist progress at Commun
ist expense.

The Party crisis which grows deeper 
from day to day has had a profound effect 
on the radical workers. Without under
standing the principle issues, they see only 
the splits and get and impression of dis
integration and decay. They see a once 
formally united party appearing as three 
separate factions, each publishing its own 
organ. In  such circumstances the official 
assurances of “ unity”  sound to them like 
a scared boy whistling in  the dark. The 
recruiting power of the movement is para
lyzed and thousands of party members fa ll 
away in discouragement and despair. Some 
of them have become victims of reformist 
illusions—a fate for which they have been 
prepared by the reign of opportunism in 
the Party and in the Communist Interna
tional.

The Fosterlte Contribution to the S. P.
The incredible weakness of the ap

pointed leadership, which piles blunder on 
top of blunder in a vicious system, robs the 
party of its opportunity to plunge forward 
on the basis of the new trend in the work
ing class and thus facilitates the game of 
the reformists. The substitution of noise 
for thought and vituperation for argument 
—the political method of Foster and Com
pany—hurts nobody but the workers’ van
guard and is grist to the S. P. m ill. Many 
of the new recruits of the S.P. are Foster’s 
contribution to H illquit.

I t  Is quite the fashion these days for 
the Party overseers to remind the workers 
of the overwhelming Importance of the 
“ leadership” they are receiving, like a gift, 
as it  were, from the skies. The idea appears in 
the Party press again and again in the most 
offensive and patronizing manner. Lead
ership undoubtedly has a great importance 
in the proletarian struggle. But It works 
both ways, and in stressing this question 
the bureaucrats of the day are only help
ing, unwittingly, to furnish an explana
tion of Communist defeats and Socialist 
victories. An ignorant and corrupt leader
ship, such as now afflicts the party, can 
deal the heaviest blows against the cause 
of the workers’ vanguard, and is dealing 
them. Looking back over the ten years re
cord of the Party, with its ups and downs, 
its often sad experiences with leaders who 
have come and gone, one can say with com
plete assurance that history—insofar as it  
takes note of the matter—w ill sustain the 
judgement, that the present leadership of 
the Party is the worst it  ever had. We say 
this without forgetting any past experience 
at any stage of the Party's evolution. The 
Foster regime has all the stupidity of the 
Hourwich group without their principle, 
and the corruption of the Lovestone group 
without their intelligence.

The Communist workers, staggering 
under defeat after defeat in times when 
progress ought to be the rule, w ill do well 
to take the usurping bureaucrats at their 
word when they urge them to remember 
the decisive importance of leadership. The 
first conclusion they w ill come to after a 
serious consideration of this question w ill 
be the necessity of overthrowing the pre
sent leadership and organizers of defeat. 
They w ill find—sinclo the American bureau
crats are simply the appointed agents of 
the Stalin E. C. C. I.—that the first steps 
in this direction w ill lead them toward 
participation in the great international 
struggle over the foundation principles of 
Communism which the Bolshevik-Leniuista 
are defending against the new revisionists. 
The disintegration of the American Com
munist movement is hound up with an in 
ternational situation and cannot be isolated 
from it. A real fight -against this disin
tegration can be conducted only under the 
banner of the International Opposition, for 
that is the banner of Communism.

VI
The spectacle of Socialist Party ad

vancement and Communist retrogression at 
a time when there are many signs of a new 
upward trend of working class activity are 
transient phenomena based on illusions of 
the workers, cleverly exploited by the re
formists, and misleadership and internal 
crisis In the Communist movement. In  the 
temporary fluctuation in the class struggle 
there is no cause for alarm, to say nothing 
of despair in the revolutionary ranks. The 
ultimate victory belongs to Communism, 
but there Is no law that i t  w ill proceed to 
this victory on a straight ascending line, 

fContinue/» OK Pasre St
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The Fundamental Principle Errors of Syndicalism
(To  Serve in the Discussion with Monatte 
and the Pure Syndicalists in General)

By L. D . Trotsky

■When I arrived in France in Oeotober 
1914, I  found the French socialist and trade 
union movement in a state of the most 
complete demorilization. In  the search for 
revolutionists, with lantern in hand, I 
made the acquaintance of Monatte and Ros- 
mer. They had not succumbed to chauvin
ism. I t  was thus that our friendship began. 
Monatte was an anarcho-syndicalist; des
pite that he was immeasurably closer to 
pie than the French Guesdists who were 
playing a p itifu l and shameful role. At 
that time, the Cachins were knocking at 
the servants’ entrance to the ministries of 
the Third Republic and the Allied embas
sies. In 1915, Monatte left the Central 
Committee of the C. G. T „ slamming the 
door behind him. His departure from the 
trade union centre was in essence nothing 
but a split. A t that time, however, Monatte 
believed—and rightly so—that the funda
mental historical tasks of the proletariat 
stood above unity with chauvinists and 
lackeys of imperialism. I t  was precisely 
in this that Monatte was loyal to the best 
traditions of revolutionary syndicalism.

Monatte, one of the first friends of the 
October Revolution, nevertheless, unlike 
Rosmer had held aloof for a long time. That 
was well in keeping w ith the character of 
Monatte, as I  was later convinced, of 
standing aside, of waiting, of criticizing. 
At times this is absolutely unavoidable. 
But- as a permenant line of conduct it  
becomes transformed into sectarianism 
which has a close affinity with Proudhon- 
ism, but nothing in common with Marxism.

Lenin and the Syndicalists
When the Socialist Party of France be

came the Communist Party, I  frequently 
had occasion to discuss w ith Lenin the 
onerous heritage the International had re
ceived in the person of leaders like Cachin, 
Frossard, and other heroes of the League 
of the Rights of Man, of the Freemasons, 
of parliamentarians, aareerists and bab
blers, Here is one of these conversations— 
which I  have already published in the press, 
i f  I  am not mistaken: “ I t  would be good,”  
Lenin said to me, "to drive out all these 
weathercocks, and to draw into the party 
the revolutionary syndicalists, the m ilitant 
workers, people who are really devoted to 
the cause of the working class. And Mon
atte?’’ “ Monatte would of course be ten 
times better than Cachin and those like 
him” , I  replied. “ But Monatte not only 
continues to reject parliamentarism, but to 
this day he has not grasped the signifia 
cance of the party” . Lenin was astounded: 
“ Impossible! Has not grasped the sign!-: 
flcance of the party after the October 
Revolution? That's a very dangerous sym
ptom-”

I  carried on a correspondence w ith 
Monatte in which I  insisted, that he come 
to Moscow. He was evasive. True to his 
nature, he preferred, in this case too, to 
stand aside and wait. ; And besides the 
Communist Party did not spit hint. In  
that he was right. But instead of helping 
to transform it, he waited. During, the 
Fourth Congress we succeeded in taking 
the first steps towards cleansing the C. P. F. 
»f Free-masons, pacifists and office seekers. 
Monatte entered the party. But i t  is not 
necessary to underline the fact that this 
l id  not mean to us that he had adopted a 
Marxian viewpoint; not at all. On March 
13, 1923, I  wrote in Pravda: “ The entrance 
Of our old friend, Monatte into the party 
was a great day for us; men of his stamp 
are necessary to the revolution. But i t  cer
tainly would be wrong to pay the price of 
confusion and lack of clarity of ideas for 
this rapproachment.” ' In  this article I  
criticized the scholasticism of Louzon on 
the relations between the class, trade 
anions and the party. In  particular, I  ex
plained that pre-war syndicalism had been 
an embryo of the Communist Party, that 
this embryo had since become a child, and 
that i f  this child was suffering from meas
les and rickets i t  was necessary to nurse 
It, but that i t  would be absurd to imagine 
that i t  could be made to return to its moth
er’s womb. I  may perhaps be permitted 
10 say in this regard, that the arguments 
ef my 1923 article, in  caricature, serve to 
this day as the main weapons against 
Monatte in the hands of Monmousseau and 
Qie other antl-Trotskyist warriors.

Monatte joined the party; but he hardly 
had time to turn about and accustom him- 
le lf to a house far vaster than his little  
(hop on the quai de Jemmapes, when the 
MW?' -’ ’Etat in the International burst upon

him: Lenin was taken ill, the campaign 
against “ Trotskyism”  and the Zinoviev- 
ist "Bolshevization”  began. Monatte 
could not submit to the careerists who, 
by leaning upon the general staff of epi
gones at Moscow, and disposing of unlim
ited resources, carried on by means of 
intrigue and slander. Monatte was 
expelled from the party. This epi
sode, important, but s till only an episode, 
was of decisive moment in the political 
development of Monatte. He decided that 
his brief experience in the party had fu lly  
confirmed his anarcho-syndicalist preju
dices against the party in general. Mon
atte then began insistently to retrace his 
steps towards abandoned positions. He 
began to seek again the Amiens Charter*. 
For a ll that he had to turn his face to the 
past. The experience of the war, of the 
Russian Revolution, and of the world trade 
union movement were lost upon him, leav
ing hardly a trace. Once again Monatte 
stood aside an waited. What for? A 
new Amiens Congress. During these last 
few years I  was unfortunately unable to 
follow the retrogressive evolution of Mon
atte: the Russian Opposition lived in a 
blockaded circle.

Monatte’s Fetishisms
Out of the whole treasure of the theory 

and practice of the world struggle of the 
proletariat Monatte has extracted but two 
ideas: trade union autonomy and trade 
union unity. He has placed these two 
pure principles above sinful reality. I t  is 
on trade union unity that he has based 
his newspaper and the Syndicalist League. 
Unfortunately, these two ideas are empty 
and each one of them resembles the hole 
in  a ring. Whether the ring be made of 
iron, silver or gold, Monatte does not care 
in  the least. The ring, you know, always 
hampers the trade union’s activity. Mon
eti e ls  interested only in the hole of auton
omy.

No less empty is thè other sacred prin
ciple: unity. In  its name Monatte even 
stood up against the rupture of the Anglo- 
Russian committee, even though the Gen
eral Council of the British Trade Unions 
had betrayed the general strike. The fact 
that Stalin, Bucharin, Cachin, Monmousseau 
and others supported the bloc w ith the 
strike-breakers un til the latter gave them 
a kick does not lessen in the least Mon
atte’s mistake, After my arrival abroad I  
made an attempt to explain to the readers 
of the Revolution Prolétarienne the crim
inal character of this bloc, the consequences 
of which are s till being fe lt by the worker’s 
movement. Monatte did not want to pub
lish my article. And how could i t  have 
been otherwise, since I  had made an as
sault upon thè sacred trade union unity, 
which sólves a ll questions and reconciles 
a ll contradictions?

When strikers run up against a group 
of strikebreakers in their path, they throw 
them from their midst without sparing 
blows. I f  the strike-breakers are union 
men they throw them out immediately, 
without worrying over the sacred principles 
of trade union unity. Monatte surely has 
no objections to this. But the matter is 
entirely different when it  is a question of 
the trade union bureaucracy and its lead
ers. The General Council is not composed 
o f starving and backward strikebreakers, 
no, these are quite experienced and well- 
known traitors; who found *t necessary at a 
certain moment to stand at the bead of 
the general strike in  order to decapitate it 
a ll the more quickly and surely. They 
worked hand in hand with the government, 
the bosses and the princes of the church. 
I t  would seem that the leaders of the Rus
sian trade unions, who were ih a political 
bloc w ith the General Council, should have 
immediately, openly and relentlessly broken 
with i t  at that very moment, before the 
masses i t  deceived and betrayed. But 
Monatte rises up fiercely: I t  is forbidden 
to disturb trade union unity. In  an aston
ishing manner, he forgets that he himself 
upset this unity in 1915 by leaving the 
chauvinist “ General Council” of the C.G.T. 
(General Confederation of Labor).

I t  must be said squarely: Between the 
Monatte of 1915 and the Monatte of 1929,

there is an abyss. To Monatte i t  must 
seem that he is remaining entirely faithful 
to himself. Formally, this is true, up to 
a certain point. Monatte repeats a few old 
formlae, but he ignores entirely the exper
ience of the last fifteen years, richer in 
lessons than a ll the preceding history of 
humanity. In  the attempt to return to his 
former positions, Monatte simply fails to 
notice that they have disappeared a long 
time ago. No matter what question is 
raised, Monatte looks backward. This may 
be seen most clearly in the question of the 
party and the state.

The Dangers of State-ism
Some time ago, Monattee accused me 

of underestimating “ the dangers of state- 
ism” (Revolution Prolétarienne, No. 79, 
May 1, 1929, page 2). This reproach is not 
a new one; i t  has its origin in the struggle 
of Bakunin against Marx and i t  shows a 
false, contradictory and essentially non- 
proietarian conception of the state.

With the exception of one country, state 
power throughout the world is in the hands 
of the bourgeoisie. I t  is in this, and only 
in  this, that lies the state danger from 
the point of view of the proletariat. Its ' 
historical task is to wrest this most pow
erful instrument of oppression from the 
hands of the bourgeoisie. The Communists 
do not deny the difficulties, the dangers that 
are connected with the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. But can this lessen by one iota 
the necessity to seize power? I f  the whole 
proletariat were carried by an irresistible 
force to the conquest of power or 
i f  i t  had already conquered it, 
one could, s tric tly  speaking, under
stand this or that warning of the 
syndicalists. Lenin, as is known, warned 
in his testament against abuse of revolu
tionary power. The struggle against the 
distortions of the dictatorship of the pro
letariat has been conducted by the Opposi
tion since it  existed, and without the need 
of borrowing from the arsenals of the an
archists.

But in  the bourgeois countries, the mis
fortune lies in  the fact that the overwhelm
ing majority of the proletariat does not 
understand as i t  should the dangers of the 
bourgeois state. By the manner in  which 
they treat the question, the syndicalists, 
naturally against their intention, contrib
ute to the passive conciliation of the work
ers w ith the state of capital, When the 
syndicalists chant to the workers oppressed 
by the bourgeois power their admonitions 
against the dangers of the state for the 
proletariat, they play a purely reactionary 
role. The bourgeois w ill readily repeat 
to the workers: “ Do not touch the state 
because i t  is a snare fu ll of dangers for 
you.”  The Communist w ill say to the work
ers: “ The difficulties and dangers with 
which the proletariat is confronted the day 
after the conquest of power—we w ill learn 
to overcome them on the basis of exper
ience. But' at the present time, the most 
menacing dangers lie in the fact that our 
class enemy holds the rein of power in 
Its hands and directs i t  against us.”

In  contemporary society there are 
only two classes capable of holding power 
in  their hands : the capitalist bourgeoisie 
and the revolutionary proletariat. For the 
petty bourgeoisie has long ago lost the 
economic possibility of directing the des
tinies of modern society. Now and then, in 
fits of desperation i t  rises fo r the con
quest of power, even w ith arms in hand, 
as has happened in Italy, in Poland and 
other countries. But the Fascist insurrec
tions only end in this result: the new power 
becomes the instrument of finance capital 
under an even more naked and brutal form. 
That is why the most representative ideolo
gists of the petty bourgeoisie are afraid of 
state power as such. The petty bourgeoisie 
fears power when i t  is in the hands of the 
big bourgeoisie, because the latter expresses 
and ruins it. I t  also fears i t  when i t  is in 
the hands of the proletariat, fo r the latter 
undermines a ll the conditions of its  habit
ual existence. Finally, i t  fears power 
when i t  fa lls into its own hands because i t  
must inevitably pass out of its  powerless 
hands into those of finance capital o r the 
proletariat That is why the anarchists do not 
see the revolutionary problems of state

power, its historical role, that is  why they 
see only the “dangers of state-ism” . The
anti-state anarchists ,are consequently the 
most logical, and for that reason, the most 
hopeless representatives of the petty bour
geoisie in its historical blind alley.

Yes, the "dangers pf state-ism”  exist 
under the regime of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as well, but the substance of 
these dangers consists precisely in  the fact 
that power can actually return to the hands 
of the bourgeoisie. The best known and 
most obvious state danger is bureaucratism. 
But what is its character? I f  the enlight
ened workers' bureaucracy could lead soci
ety to socialism, that is, to the liquidation 
of the state, we would be reconciled with 
such bureaucracy. But i t  has an entirely 
opposite character: by separating itself 
from the proletariat, by raising itself above 
it, the bureaucracy falls under the influence 
of the petty bourgeois classes and can by 
that very fact facilitate the return of power 
into the hands of the bourgeoisie. In  other 
words, the state dangers for the workers 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
are in  the final analysis nothing but the 
danger of restoring the power to the bour
geoisie.

The question of the source of this bur
eaucratic danger is no less important. I t  
would be radically wrong to think, to im
agine that bureaucratism rises exclusively 
from the fact of the conquest of power by 
the proletariat. No, that Is not the case. 
In  the capitalist states, the most monstrous 
forms of bureaucratism are to be observed 
precisely in the trade unions. I t  is enough 
to cast a glance at America, England and 
Germany. Amsterdam is the most power
fu l international organization of the traed 
union bureaucracy. I t  is thanks to it  that 
the whole structure of capitalism now 
stands upright, above a ll in Europe and es
pecially in England. I f  there were not a 
bureaucracy of the trade unions, then the 
police, the army, the courts ,the lords, the 
monarchy would appear before the prolet
arian masses as nothing but p itifu l and 
ridiculous playthings. The bureaucracy of 
the trade unions is the backbone of British 
imperialism. I t  is by means of this bufeau- 
racy that the bourgeoisie exists, not only 
in the metropolis, but in India, in Eygpt 
and in the other colonies. One would have 
to be completely blind to say to the Eng
lish workers: “ Be on guard against the 
conquest of power and /always remember 
that your trade unions are the antidote to 
bureaucratic dangers.”  The Marxist w ill say 
to the English workers: “The trade union 
bureaucracy is the most powerful instrument 
fo r your oppresion by the bourgeois state. 
Power must be wrested from the hands of 
the bourgeoisie and fo r that its principal 
agent, the trade union bureaucracy, must be 
overthrown.”  Parenthically, i t  is especially 
for this reason that the bloc of Stalin with 
the strikebreakers was so criminal.

From the example of England, one sees 
very clearly how absurd i t  is to oppose as 
twq different principles trade union organ
ization and state organization. In  England 
more than anywhere else, the state rests 
upon the back of the working class which 
constitutes the overwhelming majority of 
the population of the country. The mechan
ism is such that the bureaucracy is based 
directly on the workers, and the state in
directly, by the intermediary of the trade 
union bureaucracy.

Up to now we have not mentioned the 
Labour Party which, in  England, in  this 
classij country of trade union, is the 
simple transposition of the same trade 
union bureaucracy. The same leaders guide 
the trade unions, betray the general strike, 
lead the electoral campaign and later oh 
sit in  the ministries. The Labour Party, 
the trade unions—-these are hot two prin
ciples, they are only a technical division of 
labor. Together they are the fundamental 
support of the domination of the English 
bourgeoisie. This latter cannot be over
thrown without overthrowing the Labourite 
bureaucracy. And that cannot be attained 
by opposing the trade union as such to the 
state as such, but by the active opposition 
of the Communist Party to the Labourite 
bureaucracy in a ll fields of social life : in  
the trade unions, in strikes, in  the elector
al campaign, in  parliament and in power. 
The principal task of a real party of the 
proletariat consists in  putting itself at the 
head o f the working masses, organized in 
trade unions and unorganized, to wrest 
power from  the bourgeoisie and striking 
a death blow to the "dange-- ctfliA-lSrV
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Throughout the World of Labor

The Crisis in the Spanish 
Labor Movement

The formula: “ Seventy five percent of 
our activity for trade union unity”  had a 
tremendous echo In Spain and, I t  can be 
said, was the only slogan of the Comintern 
accepted practically by the Spanish work
ing masses in general. The Communist 
Party of Spain, always at the ta ll of events 
and the masses, devoted itself one hundred 
percent to the application of instructions, 
blindly, without a clear vision of the prob
lem, driven by the Spanish proletariat 
which is so inclined to impetuous but mo
mentary actions. A guide was lacking, 
which would have canalized this strong 
movement of sympathy for trade union 
unity, which attained its peak in the very 
midst of dictatorial repression, during the 
convocation of the Congress for-unity which 
was to have been held at San Sebastian in 
May 1926.

The masses demanded trade union unity 
at a ll costs. The Spanish Communist Party 
with the exception of a small group of 
competent militants who were grouped 
to be dominated by events and to be over- 
around the comrades of San Sebastien, 
among whom was the director of the Party’s 
central organ, comrade Jean Andrade, was 
unable to establish itself as the guide and 
vanguard of the proletariat. The leadership 
of the party did not understand and was 
incapable of canalizing organically the as
pirations of the masses; i t  allowed itself 
to be dominated by events and to be over
come on the unity wave that passed over 
the Spanish labor movement, la  Antorclia, 
the central organ of the Party, was taken 
away from the competent direction of com
rade Andrade and given to the political 
adventurer, Oscar Perez Solis, and, at the 
same time, the campaign for trade union 
unity and the daily La Antorcha came to a 
complete halt.

Had the masses already become "rad
icalized” ? According to the calculations 
of the leaders of the Communist Interna
tional, the "radicalization”  already com
menced. The poor petty bureaucrats of the 
Spanish C. P. were ready to comply with 
all the orders of Stalin and Co. without 
worrying over the result that their stupid, 
selfish submission would have for the Span
ish labor movement. Inevitably, the masses 
of the workers who sought and hoped to 
meet a guide, saw the ir hopes deceived, and, 
taking place under the fu ll repression of the 
dictatorship against the labor movement, 
they retreated; their m ilitant spirit de
clined appreciably. Now the labor move
ment is entering into a real stage of crisis 
which the leaders of the C. I, and the 
Spanish C. P. designate as “ radicallzaiton 
of the masses” .

The Spanish labor movement, based on 
the principle of the class struggle, had 
close to a m illion and a half organized 
workers in  1919. The C. N. T. (National 
Federation of Labor), with an anarcho- 
syndicalist tendency, counted a good m il
lion members. The U. G. T. (General 
Union of Workers) v w ith ■> social reformist 
tendency, had more than two hundred thou
sand members. There existed besides a 
few independent trade unions which 
awaited the fusion of the two central organ
izations in  order to give their adherence to 
the united trade union organization of the 
Spanish, proletariat.

The repeated betrayals of the reform
ist general staff, the disruption of the united 
front which the social reformists perpe
trated, the organizezd sabotage of the C:N.T. 
made the fusion of the two organizations 
a distant possibility to a large extent. The 
false tactic and the methods of struggle 
employed by the anarcho-syndicalists of the 
C. N. T., together w ith the repression of the 
bourgeois authorities, of which this organ
ization was the object, rapidly weakened 
this giant that appeared invincible. The 
U. G. T. stood by impassibly, arms folded, 
while the government attacked the C. N. T. 
Even more, the organizations fought each 
othe- with violence and the blood of the 
proletariat was spilled in  various parts of 
Spain, at Bilbao particularly, during en
counters between partisans of the two 
camps.

th e  C. P. of, Spain, always slow to get 
■coving, never succeeded, despite its eon*

tution into a single Communist Party, to 
adopt a correct and really Communist posi
tion. For its leaders, the whole porblem 
was reduced to denouncing the heads of the 
U. G. T. and the C. N. T. without giving 
any concrete directives that might facili* 
tate unity by putting the masses on the 
right track. Thus, the leadership of the 
C. P. S. fulfilled the role of a buffer be
tween the leaders of tho two organizations 
without knowing what to do with the 
masses who detested the false course of the 
leaders. And then the coup d‘Etat of 1986 
took place.

"The crisis in the dictatorship is shar
pening” , ‘Primo de Rivera is retiring” , “ a 
new constitutional era is approaching”— 
these are the themes developed by the lead
ers of the Spanish labor movement. A ll of 
them await the fa ll of Primo de Rivera as 
the triumph of their ideal, await i t  in or
der to begin the elaboration of a program 
for the “ struggle for organization”  and 
what is worse, to begin again the “ war of 
the generals” and the aspiring generals in 
order to determine who was the most ar
dent, most clearsighted and most discreet 
during the dictatorial period.

For us, the Communist Opposition, the 
problem and its solution does not lie in the 
fa ll of the Primo de Rivera dictatorship. 
Primo de Rivera can, in one of his eccen
tricities, pass the baton of orchestra direc
tor to Martinez Anida or some other lackey 
of capitalism. And even i f  he formed a gov
ernment of the type of those of the “ old 
regime” , the Spanish working class would 
always be confronted by a capitalism de
termined to oppress it  and strangle it.

The reorganization of the Spanish 
working class, the reorganization of the 
Communist Party, the trade union unity of 
the Spanish proletariat based on the prin
ciples of thè class struggle, the struggle 
against the dictatorship and against the 
Spanish capitalist regime, the struggle for 
the liberty of the small oppressed nation
alities, the methodical organization of the 
peasant masses, in  short, for the emanci
pation of the Spanish working olass, must 
be undertaken Immediately without wait
ing for Primo dê Rivera to yield his place 
to 'another butcher of the proletariat, w ith
out hoping for socalled political transfor
mations which can take place in the “ last 
stage of capitalism”  only aB an insurrec- 
tk>h of the proletariat. Whether Primo de 
de Rivera falls or not, the battle against 
the Spanish bourgeoisie must begin. There 
cafi he no waiting until Primo opens the 
ròàd for us, aâ some seem to hope.

The Spanish Commiinlst Opposition 
warns the Spanish workers agains thé stark 
optimism of those who see in the “ crisis of 
thé dictatorship” thè perspective or almost 
the „riumph of our class aspirations. Thé 
workers must not await the fa ll of the dic
tatorship in order to organize, to undertake 
the struggle for their emancipation.

Thé Spanish Côniùnlst Party must he 
the guide Cf the working class of Spain, 
its vanguard. Its leaders paralyze Its de
velopment, prevent its reconstitution. The 
Communist Opposition has a great task to 
realize and i t  w ill accomplish i t  along the 
ideas of Lenin. The perspectives are favor
able.
Barcelona, January 1980

—HENRI LACROIX
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The League against Imperialism
The All-Indian National Congress was 

presided over by Jawaharlal Nehru. Nehru, 
w ith Gandhi, is the representative of the 
various ventilating and petty bourgeois 
masses; driven by the masses, the predomi
nant element of their policy is fear of the 
masses, of the revolution against which 
they are fighting today with a ll idealogical 
means; ; tomorrow, when the revolution 
raises its head in  spite of Gandhism, the 
internal logic of their attitude and their 
policy w ill lead Gandhi and Nehru into the 
camp of the avowed enemies of the revo
lution.

The road that Nehru and Gandhi w ill 
take la already clearly indicated in the de
claration of Gandhi appearing in Toting 
India, the review1 o f the nationalist Indian 
intellectuals. This W what i t  says: “ For 
the introduction of passive résistance, the

choice of the moment and the methods have 
been left to the Committee of the A ll-In 
dian Congress. But I must declare, that I 
do not see the atmosphere propitious for 
Buch a measure.”

And Gandhi does not conceal the reason 
for which the atmosphere does not appear 
to him. I t  is that every measure of strug
gle, even if  i t  is conceived pacifically, is 
exceeded by the masses and can provoke 
revolutionary struggles.

But Jawaharlal Nehru, charged with 
expounding this policy, is one of the most 
eminent celebrities of the “ League against 
Imperialism.”

To this League also belongs Madame 
Sun, the wife of Sun Yat Sen, founder 
of the Kuo Min Tang. Madame Sun belongs 
to the Left wing of the Kuo Min Tang, she 
is close to Wang Chin Wei. Every revolu
tionist is acquainted with the role played 
by the Left wing of the Kuo Min Tang at 
Hankow. I f  the Left Kuo Min Tang should 
succeed In conquering Canton in the Spring, 
the “ Left”  government of the South would 
soon prove that i t  is no less hostile to the 
working class than the Nanking govern
ment. Contrary to Nanking, i t  would thank 
Mme Sun by naming her an honorary mem
ber.

But in the meantime, Mme. Sun remains 
one of the luminaries of the “ League 
against Imperialism.”

The development of all these “ heroes 
of a day”  of the anti-imperialist struggle is 
obviously not due to chance. The Fengs 
and the Chiang Kai-Sheks became counter
revolutionaries the moment the worker and 
peasant masse ? entered spontaneously on 
the field of history and formulated their 
class demands. The same w ill happen with 
a ll the heroes of the Anti-Imperialist 
League.

I t  would be ridiculous to demand the 
exclusion of the already compromised 
“ leaders”  of the "League Against Imper
ialism.” Not only must the Sandlnos, the 
Nehrus and Company be removed from the 
revolutionary community of the world pro
letariat, but what must also be destroyed 
is the monstrous illusion, cruelly belied by 
history, according to which such a “ League” 
can play leading, progressive role in the 
national revolution of the colonial peoples.

The “ League against Imperialism,” as 
a political center comprising Communist 
and bourgeois organizations, is a constant 
danger to the Communist International, to 
Which it represents a competitor.

Things are similar i f  not worse in the 
Peasants International, which a Euro
pean Peasants Congress is planned to draw 
out of its lethargy. For several weeks, the 
"revolutionary awakening” of the peasan
try  has been on the order of the day; in 
Germany, In Austria, etc,, there are “ revo
lutionary peasants demonstrations” for the 
election of delegates to the European pe«s- 
sants Congress. I t  therefore appears that 
we have arrived at a new edition of the 
“ peasant policy” of the firs t "Leftist”  per
iod (1924-5); a ll the more necessary is it  
to recall to the revolutionary workers what 
Trotsky says in his criticism of tho draft 
program of the Comintern:

“ The peasantry w ill play a decisive role 
in the revolutions of the East. But this 
role w ill be neither leading nor independ
ent. The poor peasants of Hupeh, Kwan- 
tung or Bengal can play a rqle not only 
on a national but on an International Scale, 
but only on the condition that i t  supports 
the working class of Shanghai, Hankow or 
Calcutta. That is the only way out for the 
revolutionary peasant on an international 
road. The attempt to unite the peasant of 
Hupeh w ith  the peasant of Galicia or the 
Dobrudja, the Egyptian fellah with the 
American farmer, has no chance to suc
ceed.”

What International Communism needs 
is not the creation of independent organ
izations of peasants and the unification of 
the bourgeois colonial parties into a “ Lea
gue against Imperialism,”  but a return to 
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, the 
“ outlived”  teaching on the hegemony of 
the proletariat and the leading role of its 
party. "The village inevitably follows the 
city. The question is only to know which 
of the ‘city classes’ w ill be able to lead the 
village behind it.”  That is Lenin’s formu
lation.

KURT LANDAU.

The British D a ily  W o rk e r
The Communi it Party now has it*  

daily paper. I t  is a present given it  by 
Moscow. I t  must be said that i t  was re« 
celved without enthusiasm. A t the Leeds 
Party Congress, T. A. Jackson, who Is hinw 
self a capable journalist, declared: “ The 
question is not to launch the paper—that’s 
very easy—but to maintain it.”

The firs t number contained a message 
from the Communist International, which 
has caused some stir, for the Conservative 
press immediately used it  to sharpen its 
campaign against the re-establishment of 
diplomatic relations. I t  underlined the pas
sage which said that the paper w ill he a 
“ new and powerful organ in the bands of 
the working class In its struggle against 
capitalism, against rationalization and 
against the social-fascist Labor govern
ment.”

That it  is a “ powerful weapon” , only 
the leaders of the Communist International 
can believe. The Dally Worker Is actually 
deplorable to the point where the bourgeois 
papers make fun of i t  and scoff at "Mos
cow’s parsimony.”  The embarrassed Com
munists lay the blame to the press monop
oly and the too high wages paid to the 
printing plant workers. One actually reads 
in the Communist Reviews “ I t  is a char
acteristic of this monopoly that the trade 
unions share in it. In  the London daily 
press, there prevails the system of excep
tionally high wages not only for the prosti
tutes of journalism but also—relative to the 
wages of other sections-rfor the typos, the 
pressmen: etc. In  this way, the special in
terest of the unions is assured fo r coop
eration with the capitalist trusts against 
the independent press and particularly 
against the workers’ press.”  The leaders 
of the Party must be pretty i l l  at ease to 
resort to such arguments. Moreover, they 
have short memories: they forget that in 
1926, on the eve of the outbreak of the gen
eral strike the linotype operators o f the 
Daily Mall, In spite of the socalled excep
tional wages, refused to set up a lying a rti
cle directed against the workers, which 
still remains a pretty rare gesture.

* • •
The Clyde “ rebels”  have Just suffered 

a serious defeat at the conference of the 
Scotch section of the Independent Labour 
Party, meeting in Glasgow on January 12, 
Maxton and bis friends who voted agains 
the government in an important debate— 
modification of the insurance law agalnsl 
unemployment—asked the approval of the 
confr ence. This approval was refused them 
by 103 votes against 94. I f  one considers 
that i t  is in Scotland that the Laborite Left 
has its  strongest positions, the important« 
of this defeat w ill be understood.

.Maxton’s defense was very weak. H« 
complained of having been cast o ff in th€ 
course of the discussion, by most of thos< 
who had signed his declaration: *T was 
thrown against the cannons,”  he exclaimed, 
"and when I  looked about nobody was ther« 
any longer.”  That is the language of the 
"leader” of the I. L. P. He and his friends 
are fu ll of excellent intentions; they havs 
a faint desire to do something against the 
policy of abdication of the labor govern
ment, but they always halt before decisive 
deeds. That is why MacDonald always win* 
so easily over them.

—S B
London, January 21, 1930.

C h ic a g o
H A R D  T I M E S P A R T Y 

& R E B E L  D A N C E
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Saturday Evening, February 22
STISKA’S HALL, 4021 N. Drake Ave.

(3335 West)
Doors Open 8 p. m.

Dance Music Refreshments
Special Entertainment N amber

Admission 35 CentB

o m u h m

Saturday. February 15, 1980
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The «Third Period» of the Comintern’s Mistakes
By L. D . TrotskyThe A rt of Orientation

The art of revolutionary leadership la 
primarily the art of correct political orient
ation. Under a ll conditions, Communism 
prepares the political vanguard, and 
through it  the working class as a whole, 
fo r the revolutionary seizure of power. 
But i t  does it  differently in different fields 
of the labor movement and in different 
periods.

One of the most important elements in  
orientation is the determination of the 
moods of the masses, their activity and 
readiness for struggle. The mood of the 
masses however does not fa ll from the 
skies. I t  changes under the influence of 
certain laws of mass psychology, which are 
set into motion by objective social con
ditions. The political condition o f the 
classes is subject, within certain lim its, to 
a quantitative determination (press c ir
culation, attendance at meetings, demon
strations, strikes, elections, etc., etc.) In 
order to understand the dynamics of the 
process, i t  is necessary to determine in 
what direction and under the influence 
of what reasons the mood of the working 
class changes. Combining the subjective 
data with the objective, i t  is possible to get 
to a certain degree the perspective of the 
movement, 1. e., the scientifically based pre
diction without which a serious revolu
tionary struggle is in general inconceivable. 
But prediction in  politics has the charac
ter, not of a rigid schema, but of a work
ing hypothesis. Directing the struggle to 
one or the other direction, i t  is necessary 
attentively to follow the changes in  the 
abjective and subjective elements of the 
movement, in order to introduce opportune
ly  into the tactics corresponding correc
tions. Even though the actual development 
of the Struggle never fu lly  corresponds with 
the prognosis, that does not absolve ns from 
having recourse to political prediction. One 
must not however, get intoxicated w ith 
finished schemas but continually check up 
the course of the historic process and con
form oneself with its indications.

Centrism, which now rules the Com
intern; as an intermediary tendency living 
on the ideas of others, by its very nature 
is incapable of historical prognosis. In  the 
Soviet Republic, Centrism attained its dom
ination under the conditions of reaction 
against October, at the descent of the revo
lution, when empiricism and eclectism 
constituted the warrant that permitted i t  
to swim with the stream. And since it  had 
previously been proclaimed that the course 
of development automatically leads towards 
socialism in one country, this in  itself was 
enough to liberate Centrism from the need 
of a world orientation.

But the Communist Parties in the cap
italist countries, which still have to strug
gle for power or to prepare for such a 
struggle, cannot live without prediction. 
A correct, every-day orientation is a ques
tion of life or death for them. But they do 
not learn this most important art because 
they are compelled to leap and skip inter
minably at the command of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy. Bureaucratic Centrism which 
Is able to live for a time off the interest 
on the capital of already captured prolet
arian power, Is entirely incapable of pre
paring the young Parties for the conquest 
of power. In  this lies the principal and 
most formidable contradiction of the pre
sent Comintern.

The history of the Centrist leadership 
is the history of fatal mistakes in  orient
ation. After the epigones missed the revo- 
lutinoary situation in Germany in 1923 
which profoundly changed the whole situ
ation in Europe, the Comintern went through 
three stages of fatal mistakes.

The years 1921-25 were thé period of 
ultra-Left mistakes: the leadership saw an 
immediate revolutionary situation ahead 
of them at a time when i t  was behind 
them. In that period they called us Marxist- 
Leninists “ Rlghta” and “ liquidators”

The years 1925-27 were the period of 
open opportunism, which coincided w ith a 
stormy rise of the labor movement in Eng
land and the revolution in China. In  this 
period they called us nothing else than 
“ ultra-Leftists” .

Finally-, In 1928, the “ Third Period” Is 
proclaimed, which repeats the Zinovievist 
mistakes of 1921-25 on a higher historical 
plane. “ Th8 Third Period” , has not yet 
come to a close: on the contrary i t  con
tinues to rage, laying organizations and 
minds to waste.

A ll the three periods are characterized.

not accidentally, by a systematic decline In 
the level of the leadership. In  the first 
period : Zinoviev, Bucharin, Stalin, in  the 
second period: Stalin, Bucharin. In  the 
th ird period: Stalin and .. .Molotov. There 
is a regularity to be seen in this.

Let us look closer at the leadership and 
theory of the “ third period” .

M olotov «Enters W ith  Both Feet»
The Plenum of tile E.C.C.I. which met 

a year after the Sixth Congress (July 1929) 
could pot simply repeat what the Sixth 
Congress had already said but had to take a 
higher note, Already on the eve of the 
Plenum, the theoretical organ of the C. P. 
S. U. wrote:

“ In  the whole capitalist world the 
strike wave is rising. This wave Is occur- 
ing in  the highly developed imperialist 
countries as well as in  the backward col
onies at times and in places which inter
link  with elements of a stubborn revolu
tionary struggle and c iv il war. Into the 
struggle are drawn and actively participate 
the masses of the unorganized.. .The 
growth of dissatisfaction and the Leftward 
swing of the masses also embraces the 
millions of the agricultural workers and 
oppressed peasantry”, (Bolshevik, June, 
1929, No. 12, page 9).

The picture leaves no room for doubts. 
I f  the strike wave is actually traversing the 
whole world, drawing even “ the millions 
of agricultural workers and oppressed pea
santry", and interlinking w ith "revolution- 
ofy struggle and civil war” , then i t  is 
c lea r: the revolutionary situation is at 
hand and the task of an outright struggle 
is on the order of the day. Whether to 
call such conditions the "th ird  period”  or 
to leave them unnumbered on this count we 
would agree not to quarrel.

The tuning fork at the Tenth Plenum 
appeared, as is known, in the hands of the 
maestro Molotov. In  his programmatic 
speech before the leaders of the Comintern, 
Molotov said : "One must be a dull oppor
tunist ( !) , one must be a sorry liberal ( ! ) , 
in view of the facts of the world labor 
movement, not to see that we have entered 
w ith both feet into the realm of most tre
mendous revolutionary events of interna
tional significance.”  (Pravda, No. 177). 
“ With both feet” ,—what power of argu
mentation!

Harmonizing with Molotov's timing 
fork, Bolshevik, the theoretical organ of the 
Russian Communist Party wrote in Aug
ust 1929:

“On the basis of the analysis of the work
ing class struggle in the principal capitalist 
countries, the Tenth Plenum established 
the development and deepening of the pro
cesses of the Leftward turn  and revolution- 
ization of the masses, which grows, already 
at the present time Into a beginning of the 
revolutionary rise, (at least in such 
countries as Germany, France, Poland)” . 
(No. 15, page 4).

There can be no doubt: i f  not with his 
head, then With his feet, Molotov has dec
isively established the revolutionary char
acter of the period we are living through. 
Since nobody wants to be called a “ dull 
opportunist” or a “ sorry liberal” , then Mol
otov's argumentation appears to be imme
diately insured against the criticism of the 
Plenum. Not burdening himself with 
economic nor political analysis, for reasons 
which i t  must be admitted are very valid, 
Molotov limited himself to a short catalog 
of the strikes in  the different countries 
(Ruhr, Lodz, Northern France, Bombay, 
etc.) as the sole proof of the fact that “ we 
have entered into the realm of most tre
mendous revolutionary events” . This is 
how historic periods are created!

There only remained for the Central 
Committee and the papers of the national 
sections to see to i t  that their own feet, 
getting ahead if  possible of their heads, 
should be Immersed as quickly as possible 
into “ most tremendous revolutionary 
events” . But is i t  not a suspicious circum
stance that the revolutionary situation ap
pears simultaneously in  the whole world, 
in the metropolises and the colonies, com
pletely ignoring in this period “ the law of 
uneven development” , that is, that single 
historic law which, at least in  name, Is 
known to Stalin? In  reality, there can be 
no talk of such simultaneousness. The an
alysis of world conditions Is substituted for, 
as we have just seen, by the summing up of 
isolated conflicts occuring in different

countries and for different conditions. Of 
the European countries, Austria alone, per
haps, has gone through a crisis in the past 
year which, with the presence of an in
fluential Communist Party, might have as
sumed an immediately revolutionary devel
opment. But i t  is precisely Austria that is 
not even mentioned. What are mentioned 
are France, Germany and Poland as "those 
countries which — (according to Molotov)— 
find themselves at present in  the front 
ranks of the revolutionary rise” . ;n  a 
series of articles we examined the strike 
wave in France, in order to determine its 
actual place in the development of the pro
letariat and the country.. We hope to an
alyze In the same detail, in the nearest 
future, the basic indicators wrhich charac
terize the struggle of the German working 
class. But the conclusions we arrived at 
w ith the French example, which is included 
by the Tenth Plenum among the least of the 
three most revolutionary countries of Eur 
ope,already show that Molotov's analysis is 
a combination of three elements : theoret
ical ignorance, political irresponsibility and 
bureaucratic adventurism. However i t  is 
not “ the third period” that these elements 
characterize, but the Centrist bureaucracy 
—in a ll periods.

A re  Economic Strikes Called Forth 
By Crises or Rises?

“ Wherein lies the basis of this revolu
tionary rise?” Molotov makes the attempt 
to reflect, and right here presents the 
fru its of his deliberations: “A t the basis 
of the rise can only lie the growth of the 
general crisis of capitalism and the sharp
ening of the basic contradictions of the 
capitalist system.”

Whoever does not agree, is a "sorry 
liberal.” But where Is it  written that at 
the basis of economic strikes “  can only 
lie ”  a crisis? Instead of analyzing the ac
tual economic conditions and finding on 
the basis of them a correct place for the 
present strike movement, Molotov proceeds 
in reverse order, enumerating a half a doz
en strikes, comes to the conclusion about 
“ the growth” of the capitalist crisis and— 
lands In the clouds.

The rise of the strike movement in a 
series of countries was caused, as we al
ready know, by the improvement of econ
omic conjuncture in the course of the past 
two years. This refers primarily to France. 
True, industrial revival which is fa r from 
general for the whole of Europe remained 
until now very retarded even in  France 
and the tomorrow is fa r from secure at that. 
But in the life of the proletariat, even a 
small turn of conjuncture in one direction 
or the other does not take place without 
leaving its mark. I f  they continue daily to 
lay off workers in  the factories, then those 
at work w ill not have the same spirit which 
is bred with them by the h iring of new 
workers, even though in limited numbers. 
The conjuncture has no less an influence 
on the ruling classes. In  the period of an 
industrial revival which always breeds 
hopes for a s till greater1 revival in the 
future, the capitalists are inclined to a 
softening of the international contradictions 
precisely in order to secure the develop
ment of a favorable conjuncture. And this 
is the “ spirit of Locarno and Geneva” .

In the not distant past, we had a 
great illustration of the correlation of con- 
junctural and basic factors.

The years of 1896-1913 were with few in
terruptions years of a powerful industrial 
rise. In 1913, this changed to depression, 
which for all informed, clearly opened the 
long and drawn out crisis. The threaten
ing break of conjuncture, after the period 
of an unprecedented boom, created an ex
tremely nervous mood in the ruling classes 
and served as a direct impetus to the war. 
Of course, the imperialist war grew out of 
basic contradictions of capitalism. This 
generalization is known even to Molotov 
But on the road to war, there were a 
whole series of stages when the contradic
tions either sharpened or softened. The 
same applies also to the class struggle of 
the workers.

In  the pre-war period, the basic as well 
as the conjunctural processes developed 
much more regularly than In the present 
period of brusks turns and steep breaks, 
when comparatively steep breaks, when 
the comparatively less Important vacilla- 
tious in economy breed tremendous leaps In 
politics. But from this It does not at all

flow that i t  is possible to close one’s eyes 
to the actual development and to repeat 
three incantations: "Contradictions shar
pen”  "the working masses are turning to the 
Left” , “ the war is imminent”—every day, 
every, day, every day.. . I f  our strategic line 
is determined In the last analysis by the 
iaevitablity of the growth of contradictions 
and the revolutionary radicalization of the 
masses, then our tactics, which serve this 
strategy, proceed from the realistic evalu
ation of each period, each stage, each mo
ment, which may be characterized by a tem
porary softening of contradictions, a Right- 
ward turn of the masses, a change in the 
correlation of forces in favor of the bour
geoisie, etc. I f  the masses were to turn 
Leftwardl uninterruptedly, then any fool 
coüld lead them. Fortunately or unfortun
ately, matters arc more complicated, par
ticu larly under the present inconstant, vac
illa ting “ capricious’ 'conditions.

The socallcd general line is a phrase, 
unless we correlate it  w ith each alternating 
change in national and international condi
tions. Kow doe3 the leadership of the 
Comintern act? Instead of evaluating con
ditions in all their concreteness, i t  smashes 
its head at every new stage and then sat
isfies the masses for its subsequent defeat 
w ith a change and even expulsion of those 
on guard duty in the Central Committees 
of the national sections. We firm ly advise 
Cachin, Monmousseau, Thaelmann and all 
the Bemmeles (and Foster!—Ed.) to pre
pare themselves In advance for the role of 
the victims for the theory and practice of 
the Third Period. This w ill happen when 
Stalin has to correct Molotov—naturally 
after the fact.

The Rise of the U, S. S, R. as a 
Factor in the «Third Period»

As the first reason for the "revolution
ary rise" in the last two years, Molotov sees 
the economic crisis which, by the way, he 
discovered deductively. The second reason 
he sees in the economic successes of the 
U. 3. S.R. and he even accuses the Plen
um of the E. C. C. I. of not having suffi
ciently appreciated the revolutionizing 
effect of the Five Year Plan. That the econ
omic successes of the Soviet Republic have 
a gigantic importance for the world labor 
movement does not require any proof. But 
from this i t  does not at all follow that the 
Five Year Plan is capable, in  an a priori 
manner, of causing the revolutionary rise 
in Europe and the whole world. The broad 
working masses do not live by the pros
pective figures of the Five Year Plan. But 
even i f  we leave aside the Five Year Plan, 
and take the figures of factual successes 
of industrialization, we s till cannot see in 
them the reason for the strike of the dock 
workers in France or the textile workers 
in India. Millions of workers are led in 
their actions by conditions which immedi
ately surround them, not to speak of the 
fact that the greatest majority of the work
ers learn of the successes or failures of 
Soviet economy from the lying articles of 
the bourgeois and social democratic press. 
Finally, and this is more important than 
a ll the rest, what would immediately im 
press the broad circles of foreign workers 
is not the abstract figures of statistics but 
the actual and substantial improvement in 
the conditions of the workers in the U.S.S.R. 
I t  is clear that the conditions of severe 
food difficulties in Moscow and Leningrad 
cannot inspire tens of millions of workers 
in the capitalist world w ith revolutionary 
enthusiasm. I t  is a fact,, unfortunately, 
that only about. 100 workers came to hear 
the triumphant report of the last French 
delegation to return from the U. S. S. R.
A hundred workers—for the whole of Paris! 
This is a menacing warning; but the noisy 
and boastful bureàucrats do not consider 
i t  necessary to reflect upon it.

The Slogan o f the General Strike

Entering so heartily into the “ most 
tremendous revolutionary events”  Molotov 
five minutes later returns to the same 
strikes and unexpectedly declares, “ How
ever, these manifestations against capital 
and reformism that serves it, s till bear an 
Isolated and fragmentary character” .

I t  would seem that Isolated and frag
mentary strikes occur in different countries 
fo r quite different reasons, but In general, 
arising as they do out of a conjunctural 

Continued on Page 7
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For an International Conference of the Left
The Need For Organizing the W o rld  Opposition

There is need now to begin prepara
tions to convene an International Confer
ence of the forces of the Left Opposition. 
Many factors make such a conference both 
necessary and possible. I t  is not even a 
“ forced march” ; the world situation, the 
status and policy of the Communist Inter
national, urge such a gathering of the Left 
Opposition throughout the world. Econ
omic and political struggles,-arising out of 
the depressed and receding strength of in
ternational capitalism, are taking place on 
an increasing scale. In  these the Opposi
tion plays its part, but i t  must consider 
in  what manner its role can be more deci
sive, both directly and through pressure 
by correct policy and tactics upon the Com
munist International and its sections in 
each country.

A steady and growing number of defeats 
have been inflicted on the proletariat and 
the Communist Parties in every country 
(alleviated only by incidental victories of 
a not very marked character here and 
there), in the past six years under the in
fluence and direction of the Stalin-Buchar- 
in  regime. These range from the catas
trophe in the Chinese Revolution (1925- 
1927); Anglo-Russian Committee debacle; 
the pro-Kulak policy, until recently in  the 
Soviet Union; up to the May 1st, 1929 ad
ventures in  Germany and the washed-out 
August 1st international demonstrations 
against war—to mention a few of the out
standing events. For these defeats, Stalin 
and Stalinism, leaning strongly in  these 
years upon the Right wing, bear the main 
responsibility. Trade union policy and 
activity, as embodied in  the resolutions and 
theses and decisions of the Second and 
Third Congresses of the Communist Inter
national and the Red International of La
bor Unions, when under the leadership of 
Lenin and Trotsky, have become a carica
ture coupled w ith either the abondonment 
or grotesque modification o f tested united 
front tactics, have brought isolation of the 
militants from the mass unions, and sec
tarianism into practice on a world scale. 
There is need for a conference of the 
Leninist-Bolshevifcs, of the Left wing, under 
the leadership of L. D. Trotsky, to examine 
thoroughly the situation before the world’s 
working class and in  the Comintern, and to 
elaborate a program of action that w ill 
more quickly-defeat Stalinism and turn the 
Communist movement again on a correct 
path. That the bureaucrats are subject to 
proletarian pressure, even though yielding 
more comfortably and easily to the oppor
tunists and revisionists of the Right wing, 
is a fact of experience. But the Left wing 
must turn the screws s till tighter.

Opposition Problems Need Elaboration
A conference is needed to elaborate the 

position of the Left Opposition toward the 
Comintern, the U. S. S. R-, and Stalinism. 
That there Is wanted more clarity is evi
denced by the differences that arose in 
some sections of the Opposition (German 
Leninbund, Belgium) on the Sino-Russian 
conflict; the attitude toward the recent 
capitulators to Stalinism (Radek, et a l); 
Thermidorism; etc

A t the same time the Left Opposition has 
reached the point and possibility where i t  is 
necessary and able to establish an Inter
national political platform as a guide for 
the Oppositions in the various countries. 
Some of the Oppositions, among them the 
Leninbund (Germany), Bordiga group in 
Ita ly, Communist League (United States 
and Canada), China have drawn up plat
forms and given their estimate of the in
ternational situation and the tasks of the 
Communists. The basic conceptions of the 
Left Opposition on the theory of socialism 
in  one country; the Chinese Revolution; 
role of the Party; party democracy, etc. 
are incorporated soundly in  the Opposition 
forces. What is needed is to clarify as 
much as possible such differences as may 
and do exist; to draft the general platform 
fo r a ll the Opposition; to assist one another 
in  the specific tasks of each country; to lay 
the basis fo r the unification and centralisa
tion of the organization and activities of 
the Left Opposition on an International

*CaIIn  little  more than a year of the past, 
the Platform of the Opposition in  the Com
munist Party of the Soviet Union and the 
activities of the Left Opposition in  other 
countries have made a definite and good

impression on the rank and file workers in 
the Communist Parties. This too, on an 
increasing scale among the proletarian 
forces in the C. P. S. U., among the Russian 
proletariat generally, and particularly 
among the party members and workers in 
the large factories in Leningrad, Moscow 
and other large cities. Opposition deter
mination, the needs of the workers there, 
are more and more breaking through the 
Stalinist suppression and terror. The voice 
of the Leninist-Bolshevik is being heard 
and his message read. A major task of 
the International Opposition is to assist 
the Russian Leninist-Bolsheviks in  their 
tasks with propaganda, material aid, etc.

Opposition Growing
The correctness of the views of the 

Left Opposition are aacepted by larger 
numbers in  the Communist Parties and the 
proletariat each day, by open declaration 
or silent acquiescence, or a waiting policy. 
The zig-zag Stalinist line fools less and 
less. Even now, the sudden dizzy "Left” 
zig-zag of the Stalinists in the Soviet Union 
and internationally, a course undertaken 
without conviction or understanding by the 
chlnovniks, apparatus-men, shows signs of 
weakening and again gradually yielding 
(later a collapse?) to the Right wing oppor- 
tunists(the removal of the so-called ultra
left, Fried, in Cecho-Slovakia, the speech of 
Manuilsky against the Left are the first 
straws). Only the active intervention of 
the genuine Left Opposition everywhere 
can serve to try  to push the apparatus of 
the Stalinist Centrists and the Right wing 
onto a proletarian course. To do this more 
effectively, coordinated international activ
ity  and policy of the Opposition is required.

The Stalinist apparatus-men and the 
Right wing alike proclaim our "death”  and 
have many times chanted our swan song. 
They may bow to ikons i f  they want to. 
The Opposition has its life in historic need 
and revolutionary activity. The more that 
Stalin and Bucharin maintain their revi
sionism of Marx and Lenin by the theory 
of socialism in one country as against an 
international revolutionary movement, the 
broader grows the international ring of the 
Left Opposition, encircling and isolating 
this social-democratic theory and Stalin in 
the narrow confines of national reformism. 
Stalin, through terror and suppression, 
makes his way yet in  the Soviet Union. 
But the growing International Left, the in
crease of its press in the past year, the fo r
mation of new Left Opposition mpvements 
throughout the world indicate its growing 
strength and influence.

There is need to cite only the organi
zation and development of the Left Oppo
sition in  the United States and Canada, 
Argentine, Mexico, China and other coun
tries, not to mention the older European 
Oppositions. The capitulators find little  
comfort in  the increasing proletarian co
horts of the Opposition. These found their 
way to the Opposition through understan
ding, and the pressure of the Stalinist chin- 
ovniks w ill not avail against them. I t  is 
this very growth of the Oppositions, with 
their own special problems, the need to 
define the particular roles of each Opposi
tion (the United States and Belgium as con
trasted, fo r instance, w ith Germany and 
France); the problem of the illegality of 
the Opposition (C. P. S. U .); the acute 
difficulties of work of the Opposition in 
China (illegality under Chiang Kai-Shek 
together w ith Stalinist suppression) that 
make advisable an international conference, 
to work out our problems. The extreme 
conditions under which the Opposition op
erate make sectarian practice and an in
correct attitude toward the Comintern and 
the Communist Parties an easy swamp into 
which to fa ll. A  conference which w ill 
discuss how we can Increase our influence 
and activity among the masses and ener
gize our movement in the Communist Par
ties w ill help greatly.

The open discussion of such issues as 
have arisen in  the Left Opposition in some 
countries have helped to clarify our tasks. 
There is no need to wail about that. How
ever sharp these discussions have been, 
they w ill aid the development of unity on a 
commonly accepted platform. An Inter
national Conference should make i t  possible 
fo r ALL groups and tendencies in  the Left 
Opposition to be present and fu lly  heard 
as an aid toward unity. Secondary issues,

which tend to obscure main lines, can then 
be brushed aside.

An International Opposition Organ
An exchange of views in the press of 

the Opposition is required. A t the same 
time, we must discuss ways and means to 
transform into reality an International Op
position organ, published in three languages 
at least, i f  at a ll possible, and to develop 
plans for a wide circulation. Such an or
gan w ill go a long way toward the theo
retical education of the Left Opposition and 
the Communsts generally.

At this conference should be elected 
an Executive Committee of the Internation
al Opposition to centralize the work of the 
Opposition. I f  possible representatives of a 
few of the European countries and also 
one from America and China should remain

(Continued from Page 6) 
rise i ii  the world market, are not yet in 
any way—precisely because they are iso
lated and fragmentary—“ tremendous rev
olutionary events". But Molotov wants to 
combine the Isolated strikes. A praise
worthy task. But in  the meantime, only a 
task, and not an acomplished step. To 
unite isolated strikes—Molotov teaches—is 
possible by means of mass political strikes. 
Yes, having at hand the necessary condi
tions, the working class may be united by 
revolutionary mass strikes. The problem 
of the mass strike is then, according to Mol
otov, “ that new, that basic and most char
acteristic problem which stands in the cen
ter of the tactical tasks o f the Communist 
Parties at the given ‘ moment” . “And this 
means”—continues our strategist—“ that we 
have approached (this time only “ ap
proached” !—L. T.) new and higher forms 
of class struggle” . And in order definitely 
to affirm the Tenth Plenum religion of the 
Third Period, Molotov adds: "We conld 
not have advanced the slogan of a mass 
political strike, I f  we had not found our
selves in a period of ascent.”  This trend of 
thought is tru ly  unexampled! At first both 
strategic feet entered the most tremendous 
revolutionary events, later on i t  appeared 
that before the theoretical head stands only 
the task of the general strike—not the gen
eral strike itself, but only its slogan. And 
from here alone, by the inverse method, 
the conclusion is made that we “have ap
proached the highest forms of class strug
gles” . Because, don’t  you see, had we not 
approached them, then how could Molotov 
advance the slogan of the general strike? 
The whole construction is based on the 
word of honor of the newly made strategist. 
And the powerful representatives of the 
parties respectfully listened to the self- 
confident blockhead and upon ro ll call re
ply: "Right you are!”

At any rate, we find out that all 
countries, from Great-Britain to China— 
with France, Germany and Poland at the 
head have now attained the slogan of the 
general strike. We are finally convinced 
that not a trace is le ft of the unhappy law 
of uneven development. We might manage 
to be reconciled to this, i f  they would only 
te ll us in  the name of what political aims 
the slogan of the general strike is advanced 
in every country. I t  should at least not be 
forgotten that the workers are by no means 
inclined towards general strikes just for the 
sake of general strikes. Anarcho-syndical
ism broke its head on the failure to under
stand this. The general strike may some
time have the character of a protest demon
stration. Such a strike is realizable, gen
erally speaking, in  cases when some clear, 
sometimes unexpected, event stirs the imag
ination of the masses and produces the nec
essity fo r unanimous resistance. But a 
strike demonstration is not yet, in the true 
sense, a revolutionary political strike, i t  
is only one of the preparatory rehearsals 
fo r it. As far as the revolutionary political 
strike is concerned, in the real sense of the 
word, i t  constitutes, so to speak, the final 
act in  the struggle of the proletariat for 
power. Paralyzing the normal functions of 
the capitalist state, the general strike, 
brings forward the question: Who is mas
ter In the house? This question is de
cided in no other way than by armed force. 
That is why a revolutionary strike which

in the city of the headquarters of the Ex 
ecutive of the Left Opposition.
The International Opposition Conferenet 

has to lay out a* campaign for an even raor( 
thorough expose among the Communist 
Parties and the mass of workers of Stalix 
and Stalinism, their methods of suppress 
sion and terror against the Leninist-Bol* 
sheviks in the Soviet Union; the blow, 
against the Russian Revolution in the de
portation of the outstanding living leader 
of Bolshevism, Leon Trotsky; and to broad
en the activités for the reinstatement of th# 
Left Opposition throughout the world into 
the ranks of the Communist International 
and the return of Trotsky and the Opposi
tion to their rightfu l position and role in 
the U. S. S. R.

The European comrades, particularly in 
France, Germany, Ita ly, Belgium, Holland 
and Austria should take the initiative to 
form a Committee of Action to lay the bas
is for such an International Conference. 
When agreement has been reached as to 
time, place and character of the Conference, 
the needed steps to bring the delegations 
from the various countries together can 
then be taken. —MARTIN ABERN

does not lead to ah armed uprising ends 
finally with the defeat of the proletariat. 
If, therefore, Molotov’s words regarding 
revolutionary political strikes and "highest 
forms -of struggle”  have any sense at all, 
I t  is this: simultaneously, or almost simul
taneously, throughout the world, the rev
olutionary situation has reached such m at
u rity  that i t  puts the Communist Parties o f 
the West and East, North and South before 
the general strike as the immediate pro
logue to armed uprising.

I t  is sufficient to formulate correctly 
Molotov’s strategy of the “ Third Period” 
for its absurdity to he revealed.

«The Conquest of the Street»
Along with the general strike is set 

the task of “ the conquest of the street”. 
The question here—at any rate in words— 
Is not that of the defense of one of the 
"democratic”  rights, trampled upon by the 
bourgeoisie and social democracy, hut of 
the determination of the “ right”  of th#' 
proletariat—to barricades. That is pre
cisely how "the conquest of the streets” 
has been interpreted in the numerous art
icles of the official Communist press im
mediately after the July Plenum. I t  is not 
fo r ns to deny the right of the proletariat 
to the “ conquest of the streets”  by means 
of barricades. But i t  is necessary to 
clearly understand what this means. Be
fore air one must make clear to himself 
that the proletariat does not go on the 
barricades for the sake of the barricades, 
Just as he does not participate in  strikes 
for the sake of strikes. There are required 
immediate political purposes, welding to
gether millions and giving firm  support to 
the vanguard. That is how revolutionists 
pose the question. The opportunists gone 
mad approach the question quite different
ly.

For the revolutionary “ conquest of the 
street”—art for a rt’s sake—they set aside 
special days. The last invention of this 
sort appeared, as is known, the F irst of 
August. Ordinary mortals wondered: why 
the F irst of August, the failure of which 
was pre-determined by the failure of the 
F irst of May? What do you mean, why?— 
the officials strategists answered excitedly: 
for the conquest of the streets! Precisely 
What is to be understood by that: the 
conquest of the sidewalk or the pavement? 
Heretofore we thought, that the task of the 
revofutionary party is the conquest of the 
masses, and thatthe policy which can 
mobilize the masses to the greatest num
ber and most actively inevitably opens up 
the street, no matter how the police block 
and lock it. The struggle for the street 
cannot be an Independent task separated 
from the political struggle of the masses 
and subordinated to the office schedule-of 
Molotov.

•And what is more important, you can
not fool history. The task is not to 
appear stronger, but to get stronger. A 
noisy masquerade w ill not help. When 
there is no “ Third Period” i t  is possible to 
invent it. I t  is possible to manufactur* 
dozens of resolutions. But to make the Third 
Period on the streets according to the cal
endar—is impossible. On this road th« 
Communists Parties w ill find only defeat 
in some cases tragic ones, but more often 
sir »ply stupid and humilating ones. 

fTo TTa

The Third Period of the Comintern’s Mistakes
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The Strike of the Toronto CloakmakersLow Wages for Unorganized 
Miners in W .  Va.

COOPERSBURG, Pa.—So far as the 
mining situation in West Virginia is con
cerned, there is '" l ie  to be said but that 
the United Mine Workers is smashed. The 
new union, however, has never got its 
roots into W. Va. soil.

Wages are being slashed with a knife 
that cuts two ways. First, they cut wages 
w ith reductions, and then they cut wages 
by refusing to pay for dead work. Not 
only that, but the men have to take the 
place of mules. Coal is mined in Mounds- 
Ville at 51 cents per ton. The stone that 
comes down with the blasting of coal is 
not paid for. Other impurities have to be 
thrown out without compensation. A ll 
track timbering and the like have to he 
done for nothing. The cars are delivered 
to the mouth of the place and from there 
the miner has to push the car to the face, 
whereas under union conditions, cars were 
delivered and taken from place of work.

Men have to walk in a crouching posi
tion for 45 minutes or more. Under union 
conditions, the miners had a man tr ip  to 
take them to and from work.

A good two weeks’ work w ill average 
a man $3.00 a day. Out of this comes 
smithing, lamp, doctor, and powder. The 
miner is lucky i f  he makes $2.00 net.

In  Moundsville, they have a svstem 
#f turning over one’s earnings to the com
pany store. After the store deducts what
ever bills the workers runs up he gets the 
rest of the pay, i f  there is anything “ com
ing” to him.

An acquaintance would always be “ in 
the hole”  when pay would come around. 
One pay he owed $3.64, another pay, $2.37, 
two weeks later, $.99 and he-thought he 
was lucky to owe only 99 cents.

The morale of the miners is at its 
lowest ebb. They have little  respect for 
the old U. M. W. A., due to its control by 
the bureaucrats. Of course, one argUes that 
m ilitant organization of the miners into a 
solid body that would strike terror into 
the operators is the solution, but they te ll 
yon that that’s only talk. They w ill have 
to be shown. That’s how sceptical the 
miners are now. There is a big job ahead 
(0T  the Left wing.

—AUGUST VALENTINE

ANTHRACITE TAKES HEAVY TOLL 
I N ACCIDENTS

WILKEJS BARRE, Pa.—(FP)—One 
day's to ll in one section of the anthracite 
ts revealed by these mine casualities:

Thomas Walsh, 44, Hughestown, died in 
•n  ambulance from injuries sustained when 
he was caught in a rock fa ll from the roof 
Cf his working place in  the Pittston Coal 
Co.’s mine.

Frank Shumak, 23, Plymouth, was c rit
ically injured following a gas explosion in 
the Dorrance mine of the Lehigh Valley 
Coal Co. He is in  the Wilkes Barre gen
eral hospital suffering from burns on the 
face, neck, chest and arms. A fellow- 
worker was seriously injured in the same 
blase.

Peter ICocor,, 47, Alden, was burned 
about the face, neck, and hands when 
caught in a gas explosion in  the Alden 
Coal Co.’s mine.

Henry Dustrecrem, 47, Wilkes-Barre, 
suffered serious injuries to his hand while 
at work in the Glen Alden Coal Co. Mine. 7.

MOUNDSVILLE, W. Va. — Wage cuts 
have brought out 30Ô miners of the Frank
lin  and Alexander mines, controlled by the 
Paisley interests of Cleveland. Wages 
were cut from 61 cents to 45 cents an hour 
fo r shovel loaders and 44 cents to 40 
cents for machine loaders.

TORONTO, Canada.—The long-awaited 
cloakmakers’ strike began last week. The 
wonderful turnout and the fighting spirit 
of the strikers, can hardly be attributed to 
the organizational efforts of the local I. L. 
G. W. U. job holders.

The Industry has degenerated to such a 
point that the majority of the workers find 
i t  increasingly impossible to make a living. 
Long hours, speed-up, low wages, unsani
tary conditions and short seasons have be
come the order of the day. In  desperation 
to save their economic existence, the work
ers are again w illing to follow the same 
leadership that betrayed them so shame
lessly in 1924.' Even the socalled union- 
proof elements responded to the call of the 
general strike, showing how rampant and 
widespread is the dissatisfaction of the 
masses.

Right Wing Leaders Sabotage
But in spite of the wonderful response 

and solidarity of the workers the leaders 
of the International Ladies Garment Work
ers Union refuse to fight. The slogans 
under which they called the strike, firstly, 
the 44-hour week but not the abolition of 
piece work is meaningless. Also the slogan 
of $1.00 an hour as a fa ir union wage 
without specifying the big shops or the 
small. In  the big shops, w ith the longer 
season and cheaper work, $1.00 per hour 
renresents an increase. In  the small shops 
however, with the considerably shorter 
season and better line of work, $1.00 per 
hour might mean an actual reduction.

In  speaking to the workers and in the 
press reports, the bureaucrats apologize 
for having called the strike. “ The whole 
fault lies with the bosses who don’t want 
to be fa ir” . But, they go on to assure the 
workers, “ the strike w ill be over in a few 
days, since we can’t bear to see your fam
ilies suffer” .

Is the strike a fake, as the Stalinists 
claim? I t  is not difficult to see that the 
International does not want to fight and 
w ill not fight. They promise the bosses to 
close the doors to any possible organization 
of the industry by the Left wing in ex
change for Right wing recognition in the 
shops. That they won’t  make any real 
demands, except possibly a few scraps to 
shut the mouths of the workers and make it  
look like a real “ contract” , is true. But 
the Left wing union is unable to play any 
decisive role in the strike because of its 
negative membership and isolation. As a

Minneapolis, Minn.
Dear Comrades;

I t  is necessary to acquaint the left 
wing with the recent events in the Minneap
olis Ladies Auxiliary of the Independent 
Workmen’s Circle which the Stalinites have 
“ captured". The Auxiliary consists of var
ious classes of women, mostly of le ft wing 
opinions—and has always done construc
tive work in the labor movement general
ly. With this program the organization has 
very seldom been a scene of factional 
squabbles.

Now however, like a dream, all this has 
vanished. The Stalinist plague has de
scended upon us and, as in other workers’ 
organizations, our Auxiliary has not es
caped. Here is a sample of their work:

F irs t they began to poison the minds 
of the members against the class conscious 
women who would not permit themselves 
to be misled. Stalin’s famous bugle call, 
“ counter-revolutionary”  and “ renegade” be
gan to be circulated firs t secretly, then 
openly in our meetings.

They come w ith finished decisions made 
in  closed rooms. There is no discussion 
permitted. Even the chairman is made to 
order. The Ladies Auxiliary has never yet 
suffered such dictatorship and such braz
en arrogance. The more class conscious wo
men gradually began to react w ith feelings 
of injustice, and fina lly we began to take 
action on these questions. The healthy cri
ticism of honest working women in regard 
to the Stalinist tactics began to be heard 
more and more. But in spite of this the 
activity of the Auxiliary began to weaken. 
The old sp irit died.

In  election periods the Stalinites be
gan to show their wonderful tactics in la
bor organizations. You see, i t  was neces
sary tc save the Stalinite officers. There 
was no lack of automobiles to bring dead 
timber to the meeting for this purpose.

And the Stalinites were victorious.

matter of fact, nobody knows that they are 
playing any role at all. The leaflets dis
tributed by the N. T. W. I. U. previous to 
the strike denouncing it  as a “ fake stop
page” and exposing the Right wing, only 
had a tendency on the whole to make the 
workers apathetic. Certainly, i t  brought no 
new members into the Left wing union. 
I t  never occurred to the Left wing leaders 
to enter into the struggle and by the course 
of i t  win the workers away from the Right 
wing.

—M. QUARTER

Pittsburg Cab Drivers on Strike
PITTTSBURG, Pa.—In this city, which 

is considered one of the most industrial 
cities in the United States, the working 
conditions are no better than in other 
cities. The workers are harassed by an 
unbearable hunger, despair and starvation.

I t  is 18 days since the taxi drivers 
went out on strike. The Yellow, Green 
and Checker companies are using evetqr 
means at their disposal to break it. Strike
breakers, company thugs, ministers, judges, 
police and society women—all of them are 
in their service. Mr. Walter S. Laird, the 
president of the Yellow company, utilized 
a ll the usual means in order to paralyze 
the courage of the strikers. He brought 
the professional strikebreaker from Chicago 
Charles Burger, who is also an organizer 
for the A. F. of L. He was one who in 
the strike of the m ilk drivers last summer 
used a ll his tricks to Surrender them to 
the mercy of the Liberty Company.

Now, again, as representative of the 
A. F. of L., in a speech delivered to a 
meeting of the strikers, although he was 
violently hissed by the audience, ho dared 
to te ll them that he would take their 
union charter away i f  they do not want to 
compromise w ith the companies. That is 
how he tried to terrorize the strikers and 
show the bosses that he is fa ithfu lly per
forming his duties as a betrayer of the 
working class. But the strikers to a man 
and with splendid courage, not only con
front these disgraceful and base tricks of 
Mr. Walter Laird, but also ja ils and beat
ings by the police, injunctions and what
ever other means the miserable capitalist 
system is able to put at the disposal of the 
companies. The strikers are determined 
to continue the struggle un til they win 
their demands. —JAMES SIFAKIS

What a victory! Loyal proletarian women, 
some of them founders of the organization 
were cra ftily  eliminated, while petit-bour
geois women were boosted into office. 
Whose hands are these raised against 
class conscious workers? No understanding 
is necessary. The really vita l questions 
in the life of our movement are thrust 
aside. A fter all, why discuss them, they 
may be “ counter-revolutionary.” Ideology? 
What is that—-a women’s disease, perhaps?

A hand for Stalin, and a ll your past 
sins against the working class are forgiv
en. The capitalist class has long ago rea
lized that workers hands and not their 
minds should be used. The Party leader
ship is dragging our organization down
h ill to destruction.

Working women! Don’t  permit your 
thoughts to be trampled upon. Historical 
facts bring us closer to the reality of the 
new life  in the class struggle. Down with 
the bureaucrats! Down with the disrupt
ers and splitters of the working Class! Car
ry  forward the ideas of Lenin. Stand by 
the working class. Tomorrow it  w ill be 
w ith us.

CLARA KAUFMAN

MINNEAPOLIS WORKERS SCHOOL
The Workers School of Minneapolis 

wishes to announce the completion of the 
firs t half of its courses as planned last 
Fall. An “ examination”  in the elements of 
Communism demonstrated a definite im
provement in ideology and a grasp of prac
tical problems of the movement from a 
Marxian viewpoint. Continued progress w ill 
warrant the extension of these courses and 
possibly the establishment of new ones on 
an even broader scale. The classes are 
held every Tuesday evening, 8 p. m., at 
401 Washington Ave. South. There is no 
charge and a ll workers are urged to en
ro ll for the second half of the season.

(Continued from Page 2)
In  reality there is nothing strange or 

inexplicable in  the present developments. 
Reformism is a blind alley which diverts 
the workers from a class advancement and 
even from any realstruggle for their imme
diate needs. But how are the American 
workers, not yet through the primer school 
of class education to know that? The maj
ority of the workers of Germany, trained 
for generations in the class struggle, many 
of whom have seen revolutionary battles, 
do not know i t  ye t I f  they w ill learn from 
day to day, on the basis of their own exper
ience, as Lenin said, how w ill the Amer
ican workers learn it  overnight?

American Labor and Reformism
I t  must be remembered that the Amer

ican workers have never seen Social Dem
ocratic betrayal on a big scale for the sim
ple reason that these agents Of capitalism 
have not yet had such an opportunity. The 
American Socialists have never held any 
power except in such isolated and rela
tively unimportant sectors as the needle 
trades. The American worker, bound all 
his life  to capitalist Ideology, is apt to 
consider a vote fo r the Socialist Party a 
radical step forward. He IS not fated to 
stop there. He is not a “ fascist” when he 
takes that step, but a deceived worker who 
wants to improve the position of his Class. 
Such a worker is, and should be regarded 
as a potential Communist.

The Communist struggle for the sup
port of the masses in American has many 
different aspects from than the same strug
gle in the capitalistically developed 
countries in Europe. There, the great maj
ority of the workers are already politically 
organized in the Socialist and Communist 
camps and the recruiting of workers to the 
banner of Communism requires the break
ing down of long-established traditions and 
habits and organization bonds. The strug
gle here, in the main, is to win workers 
away from direct allegiance to the capit
alist parties. In  this the Socialist and 
Communist Parties are and w ill be rivals. 
Despite the primary stage of the class 
struggle in American and the consequent 
lack of class consciousness of the workers, 
the prospects of the revolutionary party, 
even for the proximate future, are good. 
There is plenty of ground for the assump
tion that developments in America, on the 
basis of its inextricable involvement in 
world economy once fa irly  started w ill be 
swift. In  such a setting Communism, given 
a correct policy can bound forward and 
become the banner of the workers’ strug
gles as well as of their aspirations for free
dom from the capitalist yoke.

This presupposes a correct approach 
to the workers—the politically unorganized 
as well as the victims of reformist decep
tion. The Communist International in the 
fundamental documents of its first four 
Congresses, has given a clear guide in this 
task. I t  is necessary to restore our move
ment to this basis and cast overboard all 
revisions and “ improvements’’ which have 
been smuggled into the International since 
Lenin’s death. Among other things this 
means to tevive the united front tactics 
and apply them in place of the counterfeit 
dogma of “ social fascism” . I t  means to 
strengthen and support the Opposition which 
fights fo r Communist fundamentals on an 
International scale.

The sooner and the more aggresively 
the Communist workers turn to these basic 
tasks, the sooner w ill the present advance 
of reformism be transformed into a tem
porary incident and the better w ill the 
awakening workers be prepared for future 
victories.

QUAKER CITY KNITTERS REVOLT 
ON WAGE CUTS

PHILADELPHIA—Revolt is spreading 
through the Quaker City’s scab hosiery 
m ills on the heels of wage cuts. Three 
hundred workers, nearly the entire force 
of the Rodgers m ill, have walked out to 
jo in the ranks of the 1,400 Aberle strikers. 
Discharge of union workers caused the 
Rodgers strike.

Discontent is running high in other 
non-union mills and further strikes are ex
pected. Smaller plants have caught the 
contagion and knitters in  scab shops out 
of town are also ready to “pull the rods” .

The Rodgers plant not only paid under 
the scale but worked shifts of 10 and 12 

hours. The strikers want the straight 
union Male and two shifts ^ e ie i i f  hours

Minneapolis Stalinists Disrupt the Ladies Auxiliary

The Socialist Party and the 
Radicalization of the Masses


