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To Delay Anti-Nazi United Front Is Fatal
How Can Fascism Be 
Smashed in Germany

By Leon Trotsky

H e s i t a t io n  a t  T h is  
T im e  I s  a  C r im e !

We re p r in t here a section from  
“ The W orkers’ U n ited  F ro n t a- 
ga inst Fascism”  wh ich, a lthough 
w ritte n  on December 8, 1031, is 
o f intense im portance r ig h t  now. 
The thousands upon thousands of 

Noskes, Weises and H ilfe rd in g s  
prefer, in the  las t analysis, Fasc
ism to Communism. B u t fo r  tha t 
they m ust once and fo r  a l l tea r 
themselves loose fro m  the workers. 
Todav th is  is not yet the case. To
day the social democracy as a 
whole, w ith  a l l its  in te rna l anta
gonisms, is forced in to  sharp con
f l ic t  w ith  the Fascists. I t  is  our 
task to  take advantage o f th is  con
f lic t  and not to un ite  the antagon
ists against us.

The fro n t m ust be directed 
against Fascism. And th is  com
mon fro n t of d irec t strugg le against 
Fascism, embracing the en tire  pro
le ta r ia t, m ust be u tilized  in  the 
strugg le  against the social dem
ocracy directed as a flank attack 
bu t no less effective fo r  a l l tha t.

I t  is  necessary to  show by deeds 
a complete readiness to make a bloc 
w ith  the  social democrats against 
the Fascists in  a ll cases in  w h ich 
they w i l l  accept a bloc. To say to 
the social democratic w o rke rs : 
“ Cast your leaders aside and jo in  
ou r ‘non-party ’ un ited f ro n t” , 
means to  add ju s t one more h o l
low  phrase to a thousand other's. 
We m ust understand how to tear 
the workers away from  th e ir lead
ers in  re a lity . B u t re a lity  today 
is— the struggle against Fascism. 
There are and doubtless w i l l  be so
c ia l dem ocratic w orkers who are 
prepared to figh t hand in  hand w ith  
the Communist workers against the 
Fascists, regardless o f the desires 
o r even against the desires of the 
socia l dem ocratic organizations. 
W ith  such progressive elements i t  
is obviously necessary to  establish 
the closest possible contact. A t 
the present tim e, however, they are 
not great in  number. The German 
w orker has been ra ised in  the 
s p ir i t  o f organ ization and o f d is
cipline. Th is has its  strong as 
w e ll as its  weak sides. The over
w he lm ing m a jo rity  of the social 
dem ocratic workers w i l l  figh t 
against the Fascists, bu t— fo r  the 
present a t least— only together w ith  
th e ir  organizations. T h is  stage 
cannot be skipped. We m ust help 
the social democratic workers in  
action— in  th is  new and e x tra o r
d in a ry  s itua tion— to  test the value 
o f th e ir  organizations and leaders 
a t th is  tim e, when i t  is a m a tte r o f 
life  and death fo r  the w orkng 
class.

Wo Must Force the Social Dem
ocracy into a Bloc Against 

the Fascists
The troub le  is tha t in  the Centra l 

Committee o f the Communist p a rty  
there are many frigh tened oppor 
tun ists. They have heard th a t op
portun ism  consists o f a love fo r  
blocs, and th a t is w hy they are 
against blocs. They do not under
stand the difference between, le t 
us say, a pa rliam en ta ry  agreement 
and an-ever-so modest agreement 
fo r  s trugg le  in  a s tr ike  o r in  de
fense o f w orkers’ printshops 
against Fascis t bands.

E lection agreements, pa rliam ent
a ry  compromises concluded between 
the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  and the so
c ia l democracy serve, as a rule, to 
the advantage o f the social dem
ocracy. P rac tica l agreements fo r 
mass action, fo r  purposes o f s trug
gle are always use fu l to  the rev
o lu tiona ry  party . The Anglo-Rus- 
sian Committee was an im perm iss i
ble type o f bloc o f tw o  leaderships 
on one common po litica l p la tfo rm , 
vague, deceptive, b ind ing no one to 
any action  a t a ll. The m ainten
ance o f th is  bloc a t the tim e o f the 
General S trike, when the General 
Council assumed the ro le  o f s tr ik e 
breaker, signified, on the p a rt o f 
the S ta lin is ts , a po licy o f betrayal.

No common p la tfo rm  w ith  the 
social democracy, or w ith  the lead
ers o f the German trade unions, no 
common publications, banners, p la 
cards! M arch separately, bu t s tr ike  
u n ite d ly ! Agree on ly  how to strike , 
whom  to  strike , and when to  s t r ik e ! 
Such an agreement can be conclud
ed even w ith  the devil h im self, 
w ith  h is grandm other and even 
w ith  Noske and Grzezinsky. On one 
condition, not to bind one’s own 
hands.

I t  is  necessary, w ith o u t any de
lay, fin a lly  to elaborate a p ractica l 
system o f measures— not w ith  the 
aim  o f m erely “ exposing”  the so
c ia l democracy (before the  Com 
munists). but with the aim of ac
tual struggle against Fascism. 
The question of factory de

fense organizations, o f unhamper
ed a c tiv ity  on the  p a rt o f the fac
to ry  councils, the in v io la b ility  of 
the w orkers ’ organizations and in 
s titu tions , the question o f arsenals 
th a t may be seized by the Fascists, 
the question o f measures in  the 
case o f an emergency, th a t is, o f 
the coordination o f the actions of 
the Communist and the socia l dem
ocratic d iv is ions in  the struggle, 
etc., etc., m ust be dealt w ith  in  
th is  program.

In  the struggle against Fascism, 
the fac to ry  councils occupy a tre 
mendously im portan t position. Here 
a p a rtic u la r ly  precise program  o f 
action is necessary. Every fac to ry  
must become an anti-Fascist bu l
w ark, w ith  its  own commandants 
and its  own bata llions. I t  is  nec- 
essar to have a map o f the Fasc
is t barracks and a ll o ther Fascist 
strongholds, in  every c ity  and in  
every d is tr ic t. The Fascists are 
a ttem pting  to encircle the revo lu
tion a ry  strongholds. The encirclers 
must he encircled. On th is  basis,
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The most urgent need in  Ger
many today is c la r ity . H a lf-w ay 
measures, confusion, am biguity, 
tw is tings  and tu rn ings— these are 
fa ta l to the p ro le ta rian  movement 
which needs a clear line  o f action, 
c learly  expressed and c lea rly  fo l
lowed through.

The on ly  road to  the smashing of 
Fascism is the un ited fro n t of the 
German w o rk ing  class. Everybody 
now acknowledges th is  in  words— 
even the S talin ists. The L e ft Op
position d iffe rs fro m  the S ta lin is ts  
not on ly by the fa c t th a t the la t
te r have a w rong position on the 
question o f the un ited  fro n t, but 
th a t they in troduce a m axim um  of 
confusion in to  the min|ds o f the 
w ork ing  class precisely a t the mo
ment when a m axim um  o f c la r ity  
is im perative i f  the German prole
ta r ia t  is  not to be delivered to the 
Fascist butchers bound hand and 
foot.

O pposition’s Stand
W hat does the L e ft  Opposition 

advocate? N o th ing  more or less 
than the po licy jo in t ly  advocated by 
Lenin and T ro tsky  in  the early 
years o f the Comintern, applied to 
the present Gorman situa tion . The

Quits "A n ti-W a r" Group
GELTMAN DENOUNCES BARBUSSE MASQUERADE IMPOSED  

UPON LEFT STUDENTS AT CHICAGO CONFERENCE ON WAR 

PROBLEM; DEMANDS DISSO LUTIO N OF TH E  COMM ITTEE

In  a signed statem ent presented 
to the permanent committee form ed 
a t the socalled un ited fro n t a n ti
w ar conference o f the students in  
Chicago, M anny Geltman, member 
of the Communist League o f Am 
erica (O pposition) who was elected 
to the committee a t the  conference, 
presented his resignation, declin ing 
to a llow  the name of the L e ft Op
position to be used as a cover fo r 
the Stalin-Barbusse masquerade.

We give here some excerpts ta k 
en fro m  the statement which he 
presented to  the Com m ittee:

A t the Chicago Students Con
gress against W a r I  was accepted 
on perm anent continuations com
m ittee. T h is  however I  d id  not do 
on the basis of the program  there 
adopted. M y purpose was to  pre
sent and defend the Communist 
position, more p a rtic u la r ly  the p ro
posals made by the Communist 
League o f Am erica (O pposition) 
in  statem ent and reso lu tion a t the 
conference, I  find  i t  necessary to 
resign from  the Committee fo r  the 
fo llow ing  reasons:

From  its  very inception the con
gress could promise no th ing so fa r 
as the proper position on the s trug 
gle against w ar was concerned. 
T ha t is, i t  could promise nothing 
b u t confusion. Repeating the fiasco 
a t Am sterdam  last summer the 
call, instiga ted by the N ational 
S tudent League as the other had 
been by the Communist In te rn a  
tional, went ou t in  the name o f a 
series of in d iv idua ls , teachers and 
students, who represented no one 
but themselves Thus no organized 
bodies w h ich could pledge th e ir  
support in  the ca rry ing  out o f the 
conference decisions assured the 
conference o f success in  its  achieve
ments . . . .

Several other erro rs were m ani
fested in  the fo rm ation , de libera
tions and consequences o f the con
gress. Most notabiy, a m isunder
standing o f the un ited f ro n t  tac tic  
was shown. Though the confer
ence in  its  resolutions does some
where state th a t i t  is  a united 
fro n t o f action, the d is tinc tio n  was 
not a t any tim e c learly  marked. 
In  fa c t the en tire  a ffa ir  was o r i
ented to  the con tra ry , to a un ited 
fro n t on propaganda; th a t is, to 
ag ita te  against im p e ria lis t w a r in  
general, ra the r than to  jo in t ly  con
duct specific actvities. Consequ

ent upon th is  o rien ta tion  the u n i
ted fro n t there effected has the ap
pearance o f a permanent organiza
tion . Instead of a body existing 
fo r  the tim e th a t is necessary to 
accomplish certa in  specific aims, 
the present N a tiona l Committee is 
set fo r  existence u n t il im p eria lis t 
wars are forever abolished.

The same m ight, and should be 
said o f the Am erican Committee of 
the W orld  Congress A ga inst W ar, 
and shows either, o r both, o f tw o 
things. One, th a t the Communists 
who were ins trum en ta l in  the con
ference fo rgo t th a t to abolish im 
pe ria lis t wars i t  is f irs t necessary 
to  abolish cap ita lism . O r twin, 
th a t h is to ry  has produced bu t one 
organ ization w h ich can lead the 
p ro le ta ria t to v ic to ry  over capi
talism , the Communist pa rty . In  
any case no un ited fro n t o f diverse 
po litica l composition can undertake 
to overth row  capita lism . S im ila rly  
is th is  tru e  on the problem of w ar 
which so much involves the fa te  
o f capitalism . A ny un ited  fro n t 
must understand its  lim ited  fun c 
tion  and duration. To do o ther
wise is to deceive, consciously or 
unconsciously, and to breed a m ire

p ro le ta r ia t is d iv ided in to  two 
m ain cam ps: re form ism  (socia l 
democratic) and revo lu tion  (Com
m un ist) Each o f these camps is 
organized in to  d is tin c t parties, 
w ith  m illio ns  of fo llowers. Fasc
ism threatens to exterm inate both 
o f them, the revo lu tiona ry  section 
firs t and the re fo rm is t section a f
te r i t — at tim es the order o f ann i
h ila tio n  is not even separated and 
both suffer from  the same blows 
a t the same tim e. The whole 
w ork ing  class is imbued w ith  a 
deep, irreconcila le  ha tred o f Fasc
ism. I t  wants to  f ig h t it ,  regard
less o f wh ich camp in  the labor 
movement i t  is attached to  a t the 
moment. The Communists have 
no interests separate and apart 
from  the interests of the w ork ing  
class as a w hole ; they are only 
its  most advanced section. I t  de
volves upon them, therefore, to  
take the in it ia t iv e  in  m ob iliz ing 
the whole class fo r  a strugg le to 
the b itte r  end to crush Fascism.

The socia list workers do not yet 
believe in  the need of the d ic ta to r
ship o f the p ro le ta r ia t; tha t is es
sen tia lly  why they are s t i l l  in  the 
social democracy (we leave aside 
fo r the moment the fa c t th a t S ta l
in is t blunders help to  keep them 
there) and are not yet prepared to 
figh t fo r  a B olshevik revolution. 
They are prepared to go along 
even w ith  the Bolsheviks to  figh t the 
common enemy o f Fascism. The 
Communists m ust make i t  possible 
fo r  them to a lly  themselves w ith  
the . Communist workers in  the 
figh t. T h is  can be done a t the 
present tim e by an a lliance between 
the Communist pa rty , and the So
c ia l Dem ocratic p a rty  to w h ich  the 
socia list workers are s t i l l  attached. 
The la tte r  w i l l  be broken away 
from  th e ir  treacherous leaders in  
the course o f th is  jo in t  struggle, 
fo r we proceed fro m  the theory th a t 
the socia list leaders w i l l  t r y  to 
curb the movement, to  emasculate 
it ,  to make rotten compromises w ith  
the enemy— in  short, to render the 
movement ineffective and to  stop 
i t  h a lf way along the road. The 
socia list workers do no t yet rea l
ize fu l ly  the ro le  o f th e ir  leaders. 
They w i l l  realize i t  in  the pro
cess of the struggle— by their own 
experience. We proceed fu rth e r 
from  the idea th a t the Communists 
are so superior not on ly in  th e ir

s trateg ical goal bu t also in  th e ir  
tactics fo r  the every day and im 
mediate questions, th a t by experi
ence the workers w i l l  realize fu r 
the r tha t the Communists are th e ir 
only tru e  and effective leaders.

P rovid ing  th a t the Communists 
re ta in  th e ir  independence, th e ir  
own fanners, th e ir  r ig h t to  free 
c ritic ism  o f th e ir  tem porary allies 
— they have noth ing to fea r fro m  
the alliance ( i.  e., from  the united 
fro n t)  w ith  the social democracy. 
Those who have a secret fea r th a t 
the social dem ocratic leaders are 
somehow superior, are opposed to 
such a un ited fro n t. B u t the true  
Communists have no th ing in  the 
w o rld  to fea r from  a counterposing 
o f th e ir policy and leadership in  
the un ited fro n t to  those of the so
c ia l democracy. They know which 
w i l l  tr ium ph. They have confid
ence in  themselves and in  the sound 
class consciousness of the masses.

The Stalinist Position
W hat do the S ta lin is ts  advocate? 

The “ un ited fro n t from  below”  un
der “ revo lu tionary leadership” . 
Th is is a rec ru itin g  campaign fo r  
the party, hut not the un ited fron t.

League O beys U.S.A .
In M ove Against Japan

(Continued on Page 2)

The League’s volum inous report on 
Japanese aggression in  China gives 
the clearest evidence of Am erica’s 
dom inating w orld  positon. In  no 
single respect does the League’s 
position d iffe r from  the one enun
ciated by Secretary Stimson on sev
era l occasions. I t  can be said tha t 
the interests o f the great powers, 
in  th is  instance, coincide w ith  the 
interests of U. S. im peralism  and 
are in  opposition to  those o f Japan. 
T ha t is true  bu t does not negate 
Am erican dominance.

The League demands Chinese sov
ere ign ity  over M anchuria, bu t also 
requires th a t China g ran t autonomy 
to the three provinces. The report 
gives recognition also to  Japan’s 
special in terests in  M anchuria. 
Thus the League grants to Japan 
its  r ig h t to a “ sphere o f influence”  
in  N o rth  China but i t  is  not ready 
to see th is  sphere turned in to  an 
o u trig h t colony. D iplom acy works 
only through qu id pro quos.— 
through concessions o r payments 
made fo r  services rendered. A t 
the moment, Am erica has more to 
offer the League than Japan. The

Boston I.L.D. Expels Two
I. L. D . BUREAUCRATS EXPEL TWO ACTIVE M ILITA N TS  ON 

FRAME-UP CHARGE OF “STEALING  M A IL IN G  L IS T ”; REAL 

REASON SHOWN TO BE TH A T TH EY ARE OPPOSTIONISTS

The I.  L. D. is proceeding w e ll V anzetti B ranch (Boston) and used 
in  its  w o rk  of un ifica tion. As a ! th is  lis t to c ircu larize  the Branch 
step in  th is  d irection i t  has ex- membership w ith  the T ro tsky ite  
polled two of the most active mem

(Continued on Page 2)

OPE1 FORUM

BONAPARTISM and THERM IDO R

TH E  CRISIS IN  THE  
SOVIET UNION

Speaker:
M AX SHACHTMAN  

Friday, February 24, 8 P. M.

126 East 16th Street,

ADM ISSION: 15c

N. Y. Br. Communist League of 
America (Opposition)

German Meetings
Oehler Tour;

YOUNGSTOW N. O HIO  
Tuesday, Feb. 21— 8 P. M.

C E N TR A L A U D IT O R IU M  
225 W. Boardm an St. 
C L E V E LA N D , O H IO  
Wednesday, Feb. 22 
P A IN TE R S  H A L L  
2030 E u c lid  Ave. 

Chicago, 111.— Feb. 24, 25, 26 
Davenport, Iow a— Feb. 27

M INNEAPOLIS MASS M EETING
The M inneapolis branch o f the 

Communist League o f Am erica has 
organized a mass meeting to  be 
held Thursday, February 23, 1933 
on the cris is  in  Germany and the 
standpoint o f the L e ft  Opposition. 
The meeting is  to  be held in  the 
M ayor’s reception room, C ourt 
House, and the speakers are C arl 
Skoglund and V incent R. Dunne. 
Myles B. Dunne w i l l  act as cha ir
man. Adm ission is free and a ll 
workers are co rd ia lly  inv ited .

ABERN TO SPEAK IN  BOSTON
M a rtin  Abern, member o f the Na

tion a l Committee of the Communist 
League o f Am erica (O pposition) is 
scheduled to speak a t a num ber o f 
meetings now being arranged by 
the Boston branch of the Opposition 
on the significance o f the cris is  in  
Germany. Comrade Abern w il l  
speak in  Boston, Peabody and in  
a l l p robab ility  one more loca lity . 
The meetings w i l l  be held on March 
3, 4, and 5, 1933. F u rth e r details 
w i l l  appear in  the coming issues of 

the M ilitant.

The fo llow ing  appeal was issued 
today by the na tiona l office o f the 
Communis^ League o f Am erica  
(O pposition) to  a l l the readers o f 
TH E  M IL IT A N T :
Dear Comrades:

You have already learned fro m  
the M ilitant of the great enterprises 
of the L e ft  Opposition in  response 
to the cris is  in  Germany— the pub
lica tio n  o f the M ilitant three times 
a week.

We have undertaken th is  great 
task— w hich involves heavy addi
tion a l financia l burdens —  w ith o u t 
any resources except our confidence 
th a t you and other Communist 
workers w i l l  support our in it ia t iv e  
w ith  you r s o lid a rity  and financia l 
aid.

In  these fa te fu l days fo r  the in 
te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  movement, 
i t  Is the L e ft Opposition alone tha t 
sounds the alarm , explains and in 
terpre ts the events and shows the 
Communist workers the way to 
th e ir  in te rna tiona l duty. Every 
do lla r th a t is contribu ted to  sup
po rt the thrice-a-week publication 
o f the M ilitant is  a w e igh t in  the 
scale fo r  the German w o rk ing  class. 
Your con tribu tion  now, a t th is  c r i t 
ic a l moment, is o f a hundred-fo ld 
greater im portance than a t o rd in 
a ry  times.

We ask you to give a special con- 
trb u tio n  to the M ilitant. Your 
help js  desperately needed and w i l l  
especially appreciated now.

Yours fra te rn a lly ,
J. P. Cannon 

Secretary.
USE T H IS  B L A N K  

The M ilita n t 
126 East 16th Street

Enclosed herew ith  is $ ...................
as a special con tribu tion  to help 
publish the M ilita n t three tim es a 
week du ring  the German crisis.

Name ................................................

Address ....................................... ......

bers of the Boston d is tr ic t  o f its  
organization. Comrades Charlottle 
Shechet and W illia m  Ivonikov, 
whose ac tiv itie s  fo r the I.  L. D. 
are w e ll known to a ll the members 
o f th e ir  branch, were th row n  out 
in  ty p ic a lly  S ta lin is t manner—on 
trum ped-up charges. The local bu
reaucracy of the Boston section 
fea ring  the c ritic ism  of these com
rades and fea ring  the spread of 
those Communist ideas w h ich 
would bu ild  the I.  L . D. as a rea l 
mass organ ization and thereby ex
pose the true  character o f these 
se lf appointed “ leaders”  excluded 
comrades Shechet and K on ikov on 
fla g ra n tly  fa ls ified grounds so as 
to  cover up the s p litte r 's  character 
o f th e ir action.

The D is tr ic t Executive Com m it
tee of the New England D is tr ic t 
in  its  statement on the expulsion 
of the tw o comrades makes the 
fo llow ing  charges:

“ This investigation and the meet
ings brought out th a t Shechet and 
K on ikov had stolen the member 
ship l is t  and records o f the Sacco-

City .....................  State

paper, the M ilita n t. The actions 
of Shechet fo r  the last few  months 
have been to  d is rup t the w ork  of 
the I .  L. 1). constantly try in g  to 
cause dissatis faction among I. L. 
D. members w ith  the I. L. D . ; t r y 
ing to substitu te  educational w ork 
fo r  mass a c tiv ity , u t il iz in g  I. L. D. 
meetings and conferences fo r  secur
ing  contacts and in  an attem pt to 
p it members o f the I.  L. D. against 
decisions and against the I. L. D. 
N ational and D is tr ic t  leadership. 
Konikov jo ined the branch only re
cently. K on iko v ’s action consisted 
according to his own s ta tem ent: ” 1 
am sending out these things (The 
M il ita n t and notices o f m eetings).’' 
. . .  .etc., etc., ad nauseum. From  
the nature o f these charges, on the 
basis of past experience, i t  is not 
d ifficu lt to  see in to  th is  very ap
parent fram e-up. The statement 
o f the expelled comrades confirms 
our suspicion. T he ir statement is 
a smashing rep ly  to the lies of the 
I. L. 1). bureaucrats. Concerning 
the alleged th e ft o f the m ailing  
lis t the prosecutors were forced to

(Continued on Page 2)

Lynching Campaign Against Zangara
The ja c k a l press has le t loose a o f an in d iv id u a l character. The

veritab le  fu ro re  against the would- 
be-k ille r o f F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt 
T h is  same ru lin g  class to which 
the death o f hundreds o f workers 
and th e ir  fam ilies  by s ta rva tion  is 
ju s t a da ily  event, w h ich  m urders 
workers on the picket w ith o u t an 
a fte rthought, w h ich sent m illions  
o f young workers to the slaughter 
house o f the w o rld  w a r w ith  equa
n im ity  sets up a lynch ing how l 
against Zangara— a product o f the 
self-same system. How  shallow 
does th is  ind igna tion  sound from  
the pen prostitu tes who lose no op
p o rtu n ity  to sanction a Negro lynch
ing  in  the bourbon S ou th !

I t  is not Cermak, m ayor o f Chic
ago (who is responsible fo r  the 
shooting o f dem onstrating unem
ployed), bu t Zangara who is the 
v ic tim  o f th is  a ffa ir. F our years 
of s ta rva tion  have not fa ile d  to 
leave th e ir  effects upon the w o rk
ing class. I t  has aroused b itte r 
resentment in  the hearts o f the op
pressed. Zangara attem pt on the 
li fe  o f the president-elect is a 
m isguided expression o f th is  bu rn 
ing  discontent. I t  is the intensive 
exp lo ita tion , and the years o f hun
ger regime th a t drove Zangara to 
th is  desperate expedient— those who 
reap the w ind  sow the w h irlw in d .

The method w hich Zangara chose 
to ind ica te his opposition to  the 
ru le  o f the pa ras itic  Capita list class 
is not the method o f the Commun
ists. We do not support in d iv idu a l 
te rro r. On the con tra ry, the annals 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement is 
r ic h  in  its  im placable opposition to 
th is  pe tty  bourgeois tactic . I t  Is 
not out o f any m ora l considerations
th a t we oppose te rro r is tic  actions end.

blood o f p ro le ta rian  figh ters covers 
the hands o f the cap ita lis t h ire lings, 
i t  is  they who sent sacco-VanzeLti 
to  a Indeosu death, i t  is  they who 
noid Toni iviooney in  a liv in g  cornu 
lo r  a crim e w uicn cue wnoie worm  
anows he never commuted. Tuc 
uay of reckoning w n n  cue Damns 
or m urder anu prone w i l l  yet a r 
rive . n u t  i t  w m  never advance ou t 
step by m u iv iau a l terrorism , vv'niit 
d  eapna iis i society exists tne (team 
of any one o f tiiese omeials w m  
m ange Homing. There are hun- 
ureus, nay, thousands o f lackeys 
wno can and w i l l  lane the place oi 
Liie oniciais. W hat is responsible 
io r  tne wretched conditions o f to- 
oay is not the n id iv idua l, but the 
mass system o f capitalism . Ann 
uie way to abolish tne system is 
not by petty-oourgeois, anarcu ist 
te rro r but by un ited action  o f the 
nu llum  masses in  determ ined s trug 
gle agamst a l l form s of class op
pression. I t  is on ly on th is  scien- 
tin c  M arx ian  basis th a t we take 
our stand against in d iv id u a l ac
tion. W ith  the same v igor we w i l l  
stand against any attem pt to lynch 
o r persecute the rea l v ic tim , Zan
gara.

Undoubtedly, the m aster class 
w i l l  t r y  to  u tilize  th is  event to 
s t ir  up an “ an ti-red”  hysteria  or 
some s o rt o f a drive  against the 
toreign-born revo lu tiona ry  workers. 
B u t our position is clear. The cap
ita l is t  class cannot mask the p r iv a 
tion  in to  w h ich  i t  has driven  the 
masses by a “ red he rring ”  o f th is  
kind. Our figh t w i l l  go on to  the

price demanded from  Japan— a t
tack on the Soviet Union— has been 
deferred too long to s u it the 
League. Furtherm ore instead o f 
m arch ing fu rth e r N orth , Japan has 
set her face South in  China, much 
to the League’s chagrin. Thus the 
report s ta tes : “ E a rly  in  January, 
1933, occurred the serious incidents 
at Shanliaikwan, s itua ted a t the 
ex trem ity  of the Great Wad, h a lf
way between Peiping and Mukden. 
Th is c ity  has always been regarded 
as of great stra teg ic  importance. I t  
is on tlie  route fo llow ed by in 
vaders who, coining from  Manch
uria , w ish to penetrate in to  whaf 
is now the province o f Hopei. 
Moreover, from  Hopei is the easiest 
route in to  J e h o l. . . ”

“International Cooperation”
The League, in  short, cannot pos- 

sdy a llow  vast sections of China 
to become Japanese eommes. I t  
proposes ii iie im n io n a l cooperation 
m  uinnese reconstruction— since 
tne present po litica l in s ta b ility  in  
China is an ostacte to friendsh ip  
w ith  Japan and an u n x ie iy  ( ! )  to 
tne rest of t lie  worm  (as tne m ain
tenance of peace in  the F a r East 
is a m atte r of in te rna tiona l con
cern) and since the conditions en
umerated above cannot be fu lf il le d  
w ith ou t a strong centra l govern
ment in  China, the fina l requis ite 
fo r  a sa tis fac to ry  soliu ion is tem
porary cooperation in  the in te rna l 
reconstruction of Clnna, as sug
gested by the la te  D r. Sun Y at Sen.”  
nest there be any doubt as to the 
League’s great a ltru ism  in  desiring 
ius hegemony ra the r than Japan’s 
in tlie  "maintenance o f peace”  (no 
doubt by gunboat practise on the 
shores of t lie  Yangtse) we are given 
the spectacle of the strengthening 
ot tlie  Chinese cen tra l government 
oy the extension or aie "r ig h ts  o f 
e x tra te rr ito r ia lity  fo r three years 
to England, the U. S. and France. 
Nanking announced the abrogation 
of these righ ts  in  January 1930, and 
again in  January 1931. B u t under 
cover of the present s itua tion  the 
powers (not t lie  League, bu t the 
powers”  in  the League!) have 

torced th is  concession as pa rt pay
ment fo r  th e ir  stand against Japan.

The reason why Japan never 
.o rinahy declared w a r on China is 
tha t no "strong centra l govern
ment” , in  fac t no government a t 
a ll, exists in  China, according to 
the Japanese generais whose sole 
desire is, of course, the m ainten
ance of law  and order so th a t 
c iv iliza tio n  may survive. " A l l  the 
M iinese soldiers are bandits.”  
say the officia l Japanese spokes
man. One wonders whether Wash
ington is capable fo  w inc ing 
at the inde lica te use of Am erican 
diplom atic language. The League 
m in  fu l l  accord w ith  Japan’s views 
•m China, but prefers, strangely 
enough, its  own methods and in te r
ests fo r1 carv ing China to  su it the 
powers.

Even in  its  present report the 
League straddles on the issue so 
tha t i t  has freedom to  move in  the 
proper”  d irection w ith  events. As 

S tre it observes in  the N. Y. Times, 
"The report nowhere in  so many 
words declares Japan the agressor, 
or the v io la to r o f the C onvenan t... 
This manner o f expression is due 
to the fac t tha t the great League 
powers are to rn  between the de
sire to  m a in ta in  the san c tity  of 
lie Covenant and the fea r of hav

ing to m a in ta in  i t  w ith  its  sanc- 
aons.”  — J. W .

B U L L E T IN
Germania, officia l organ o f the 

Catholic Center P a rty  and per
sonal organ o f H e in rich  B ruen ing 
du ring  his Chancellorship (w h ich  
Hie S ta lin is ts  announced in  its  
tim e as the “ Fascist d ic ta to r
sh ip” ), lias ju s t been suppressed 
by the H it le r  regime fo r  p r in tin g  
its  own election manifesto. The 
300 other Prussian organs o f the 
Center pa rty  are s im ila r ly  th re a t
ened. The te rro r regime o f the 
Nazis now extends over a w ide 
fron t. Fascism cannot rea lly  
trium ph  w ith ou t crushing even the 
most innocuously bourgeois “ dem
ocra tic ”  ins titu tions.

— G. C.

A class on the h is to ry  and p rin 
ciples o f the In te rn a tion a l L e ft 
Opposition w il l  begun th is  Wednes
day evening, February 22, 1933, a t 
the In te rn a tion a l W orkers’ School, 
126 East 16th Street, at 8 P. M. 
The class w i l l  run  fo r  eight ses
sions, every Wednesday evening, 
w ith  M ax Shachtman, ed ito r o f the 
M ilita n t, as lectu rer. Admission 
to each session is fifteen cents; th( 
fu l l  course is $1.00.



M « fi2 M O NDAY, FE B R U A R Y  20, 1993

2 Expelled
From I.L.D.
”  (Continued from  Page 1)

adm it th a t ou t o f the 100 names 
on ly  15 were c ircu larized w ith  the 
M il ita n t  and th a t these lis ts  were 
stolen in  November. The rep ly  of 
the comrades llings the accusation 
in to  the teeth of i lie depraved Stal- 
in ites. (1 ) How  dues i t  happen th a t 
o u t o f the 100 names only 15 were 
c ircu larized? (2) T h a t in  the 
same month s ix ty-five  M ilita n ts  
were circu lated? (3 ) O f these 05 
names about tw o -th irds  were 
scattered as fa r  as New Ham pshire 
(The I .  L. 1>. branch lis t  included 
on ly  Boston names). (1 ) These 05 
names received the M ilita n t begin
n ing  w ith  August, three months be-1 
fo re  the alleged the ft. (5 ) Comrade 
K on ikov offered the Executive the 
p riv ilege  o f exam in ing his m a iling  
lis ts . N a tu ra lly  they d id  nothing 
about it .  The tacts speak fo r  them-

W e hear the name o f T ro tsky  
more and more often. They fea r 
to speak o f him , on ly  a rem ark is 
th row n out, then passing qu ick ly  
to  another sub ject they re tu rn  to 
i t  anew. Among the old pa rty  
cadres no one believes in  "h is  coun
te r-revo lu tiona ry  character.”  They 
remember T ro ts k y ’s a b ility  to 
speak, to  exp la in. They reca ll the 
c iv i l w ar, where and how T ro tsky  
spoke. In  these same circles, they 
speak o f Rakovsky w ith  respect. 
“ U n fo rtuna te ly , he is  in  S iberia ” . 
They inqu ire , “ W h a t is  T ro tsky  
doing, w hat has he w ritte n , has he 
an organ ization” ? There is very 
l i t t le  in fo rm a tio n  on the w o rk  of 
the E eft Opposition abroad.

An old p a rty  member s a id : “ Sure
ly  Len in  w ou ld  no t be angry w ith  
me i f  I  take o ff S ta lin ’s p o r tra it

selves. B u t w ha t is the  rea l 
reason fo r  the expulsion? We 
quote their' s tatem ent:

“ They had le t us in to  the I .  L . D. 
as known members o f the Opposi
tion . We had done everyth ing th a t 
the officia ldom  le t us do to support 
IL D  activ ities . Comrade Shechet 
p a rtic u la r ly  had p u t so much en
ergy in to  the IL D  w o rk  th a t the 
comrades were ta lk in g  about i t . ”  

She was active in  canvassing in  
the  Negro section ; in  ob ta in ing

which is hung near his and place 
in  its  stead T ro tsky ’s. We need 
l ly itc h  “ ( th is  is very frequen t). 
One often hears from  an average 
fu n c tio n a ry : “ I t  w i l l  be bette r i f  
T ro tsky  re tu rns” . O thers add 
w ith  f r ig h t :  “ I f  he re tu rns  they 
w i l l  shoot us by the thousands.”

I f  the o ld  p a rty  cadres conduct 
themselves towards T ro tsky  and 
Rakovsky in  th is  manner, i t  is 
qui;te another m a tte r among the 
youth. They know  only S talin.

support o f A. F. o f L. and I.  W. O. 
locals fo r  the IL D . The John Reed 
B ranch elected her to its  Executive 
Committee. A nd th is  comrade is 
called a d isrup te r and an enemy 
o f the w ork ing  class! The state
ment continues fu rth e r ': “ The rea l 
im m ediate reason fo r  our expulsion 
can be traced to a recent v is it  of 
comrade Biedenkapp when he spoke 
a t the  D is tr ic t  Conference. He 
depicted the sad condition o f the 
IL D  and o f course like  a ll bureau
crats blamed i t  on the member
ship. Comrade Shechet asked h im  
i f  the membership were responsi
ble fo r  the three-months delay in  
ca lling  the Mooney Conference.. . .  
She asked h im  i f  the membership 
were responsible fo r  the delay in  
ca lling  the Scottsboro conflercuce 
u n t il a few weeks before the t r ia l 
so th a t no tim e was le ft  fo r  action 
. . .A ls o  when comrade Biedenkapp 
called fo r  a reso lution against the 
a rrest o f comrade Ping, secretary 
o f the C. P. o f China, comrade 
Schechet suggested th a t the name 
o f comrade Chen D u Siu be added
to  the  reso lu tion___D id  comrade
Biedencapp answer' her? N o t in  
words, bu t in  expuls ions! We ask 
the comrades in  the IL D  why we 
were expelled ju s t a fte r  comrade 
Biedenkapp’s v is it  when a ll the 
“ facts”  on the stea ling o f the 
membership l is t  were known since 
November?

“ We herew ith  charge the o ffic ia l
dom o f the IL D  w ith  sabotaging 
the w o rk  o f the IL D . We challenge 
them  to  answer comrade Shecliet’s 
questions on the tw o sabotaged con
ferences. We re fe r them to the 
sections on “ self c r it ic is m ”  in  the 
rep o rt o f the N ationa l Convention 
o f the IL D , and in the Labor De
fender, and we charge them w ith  
no t having made one change in  con
fo rm ity  w ith  the “ self c ritic ism ”  
o f “ bureaucracy”  and “ too many 
functionaries” .

“ As fo r  ourselves we deny every 
charge made and demand a pro le
ta r ia n  t r ia l  before the members o f 
our branches, and whatever hap
pens we assure our comrades tha t 
we w i l l  continue to  w o rk  fo r  the 
I. L . D.

C H A R LO T TE  SCHECHET.
W IL L IA M  M. K O N IK O V .”

GOOD SALES IN  BOSTON
The Boston comrades w r i te : “ We 

sold yesterday 70 M ilita n ts  a t a 
Forum  where Muste spoke and we 
gave 30 away free. We are de
ligh ted  w ith  the good w o rk  done 
in  New Y ork .”

*  *  *  *

P ia tn itsky  recently spoke a t the 
“ Society of O ld Bolsheviks” . In  h is  
speech he sounded a strong ly capi
tu la to ry  note to  Fascism. Fasc
ism is vanquished. B u t the center 
— is Poland. The revo lu tion  is 
closer there than anywhere else. 
Th is cap itu la to ry  note displeased 
many. They have no perspective. 
The C. I. is subordinated to the 
interests o f the Foreign A ffa irs  
Department.

A t  a m eeting o f the bureau o f 
the Moscow Committee they decided 
to construct an ice house on the 
Red Square. They called in  about 
th ir ty  experts fo r th is  subject. A f 
te r lengthy exam ination— they de
cided to bu ild  it .  The experts le ft, 
they w ent on to  the second po in t 
on the agenda. Suddenly Kagan- 
ovitch came (a lw ays la te !) .  He 
in te rrup ted  the speaker and asked 
w hat they had decided on the f irs t 
point. H aving learned th a t they had 
decided to bu ild , Kaganovitch ans
wered : “ T h is  is foolishness” , and 
proposed not to  bu ild  the ice-house. 
The proposal was unanim ously ac
cepted, even though they had pre
viously (a fte r three hours o f dis
cussion) accepted the opposite p ro 
posal. . . .

U n fo rtuna te ly , one must say, tha t 
despite the grave dangers threa ten
ing  the p ro le ta rian  state, the S ta l
in is t bureaucracy has remained 
true  to itse lf. The la s t plenum o f 
the C. C. and the new expulsons 
from  the P a rty  (Z inoviev, Kamenev 
etc.) demonstrates th a t they have 
decided to  persevere in  th e ir  igno r
ance. T he  plenum  confirmed the 
absolute correctness o f the line  o f 
the leadership. The cause o f 
the cracks in  the execution o f the 
economic plan, the d isorganization 
o4 m onetary c irc u la tio n  and a l l  
the colossal d ifficu lties w h ich 
threaten, these are, according to 
them, bad execution o f the in s tru c 
tions and o f the plan. The execut
ors are responsible fo r  it ,  the 
workers, and no t the fa lse  line. 
On the necessity o f a change o f 
regime, under w h ich  even a good 
idea, a correct in s tru c tio n  takes 
on an astonish ing m a lfo rm ation  in  
its  rea liza tion , under w h ich  pa rty  
thought is completely strangled—  
not a word on th is . The answer 
to the g row ing discontent o f the 
ranks o f the P a rty  and the “ m id
dle”  section o f the apparatus is 
more expulsions from  the pa rty , 
more arrests, more e x ilin g  o f B o l
sheviks ___

—TONOV.
Moscow— E a rly  October, 1932.

German Opposition Overwhelmingly 
Against the Handful of Capitulators

B E R L IN .— The S ta lin is t asser
tio n  th a t the  German L e ft Opposi
t io n  has d is integrated, supported 
by the forgery of an issue o f the 
“ Permanent Revolu tion” , the organ 
o f the German L e ft Opposition, is 
re fu ted by the action o f the branch
es o f the German Opposition w ith  
respect to the hand fu l o f cap itu 
la to rs  who made the fo rge ry  possi
ble.

The fo llo w in g  branches, in  reso
lu tions  addressed to  the German 
N a tiona l Committee, have e ither 
demanded the exclusion o f the capi
tu la tors , R. W ell, Senin, etc., or 
expressed th e ir so lid a rity  w ith  the 
decisions o f the N a tiona l Com m it
tee:

Koenigsberg, Beuthen, Bautzen, 
Dresden, Bruchsal, K arlsruhe, K a is
erslautern, Mainz, Neustadt a, H., 
Mannheim , F ra n k fu rt, Cologne, 
Gelsenkirchen, Essen, Solingen, 
E rkenschw ieck, Remscheidt, H am 
burg, B e rlin , Oranienburg, B irken- 
werder, Magdeburg, H alberstadt, 
R inte ln .

F o r reasons th a t w i l l  be read ily  
understood we do not enumerate 
the in ne r-p a rty  fractions.

In  Le ipzig, where the cap itu la t
ors were abie to  gather only 26 sig
natures, the most inactive pa rt of 
the organ ization capitu lated. Two- 
th ird s  o f the group stands w ith  
us.

B ruchsal o f w h ich the cap itu la t
ors w ro te  tha t i t  would “ probably”  
jo in  them, and w hich alone has 
more members than the c a p itu la t
ors are able to  show “ signatures” , 
strada unanim ously w ith  the Na
tio n a l Committee. N o t a vote was

given there fo r  W e ll and Co.
In  H am burg on ly  the daughter 

o f F r itz  Buechner (Le ipz ig) voted 
fo r the “ program ”  o f the c a p itu la t
ors. W e ll and Senin lied  in  ob
ta in in g  ten te legraphic signatures.

I t  is a sw indle to say th a t W ell, 
Senin. etc., constitted the m a jo r
ity  o f the N a tiona l Committee. O f 
twelve members o f the  N a tiona l 
Committee on ly three stood on the 
side o f W ell.

I t  is also a sw indle to  say th a t 
they had a m a jo rity  fo r  th e ir  p la t
fo rm  on the ed ito ria l s ta ff o f the 
“ Permanente R evolution” .

Lovestoue and the  C ap itu la tors
The curren t number o f the Love- 

stone paper, w h ich  appeared a fte r 
our exposure o f the forged issue 
o f “ D ie Permanente R evo lu tion” , 
published by the W e ll group o f ca
p itu la to rs  w h ich  makes the  ex
cuse o f “ ignorance”  untenable— un- 
s m ilin g ly  reports th a t “ the group 
‘D ie Permanente R evolu tion ’ has 
cap itu la ted and gone back to  the 
offic ia l C.I’ .G. The las t issue o f 
its  organ contained a f u l l  page ap
peal fo r  unconditional re tu rn  to the 
p a r ty ! T h is  leaves the  ‘In te rn a 
tio n a l L e ft  Opposition’ w ith o u t a 
group in  Germany.”  Even i f  the 
Am erican R igh t w ing  (w h ich  Love- 
stone also unsm iling ly  reports to  
have 900 members) can on ly pub
lish  its  paper' once a month, th is  is 
ha rd ly  a  reason w hy deliberated 
falsehoods should be repeated.

The R ig h t w in g  is no t “ w ith o u t 
a group In  Germany” , as we k n o w ; 
th a t is, i t  has rem a in ing in  its  
ranks those who have no t ye t jo in -

__________ T H E  M I L I T A N T _____________ _
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How Can Fascism Be Smashed?
(Continued from  Page 1)_____

an agreement w ith  the social dem
ocra tic  and trade  un ion organiza
tions is  not on ly permissible, bu t 
a duty. To re jec t th is  fo r  reasons 
o f “ p rinc ip le ”  ( in  re a lity  because 
o f bureaucratic  s tup id ity , o r w ha t 
is s t i l l  worse, because of coward
ice) is to  g ive d irec t and immediate 
aid to Fascism.

A  p ra c tica l program  o f agree
ments w ith  the social democratic 
workers was proposed by us as fa r  
back as September 1930. (The 
T u rn  n  the  Com intern and the  S it
ua tion  in  Germany, published by 
The M il i ta n t ) ,  th a t is, a year and 
a qua rte r ago. W hat has the lead
ersh ip undertaken in  th is  d irection. 
N ext to  nothing. The C entra l Com
m ittee o f the Communist p a rty  has 
taken up everyth ing except th a t 
w h ich constitutes its  d irec t task. 
How m uch valuable, irre tr ie va b le  
tim e has been lo s t! As a m a tte r o f 
fact, not much tim e is  le ft .  The 
program  of action m ust be s tr ic t ly  
p ractica l, s tr ic t ly  objective, to the 
point, w ith o u t any o f those a rtif ic a l 
“ c la im s”  w ith o u t any reservations, 
so th a t every average social dem
ocra tic w orker can say to h im s e lf: 
W hat the Communists propose is 
com pletely indispensable fo r  the 
strugg le against Fascism. On th is  
basis, we m ust p u ll the social 
democratic workers along w ith  us 
by o u r example, and c ritic ize  th e ir 
leaders who w i l l  in ev ita b ly  serve as 
a check and a brake. O nly in  th is  
way is v ic to ry  possible.

A  Good Q uota tion fro m  Len in
The present day epigones, th a t 

is, the thoroughly bad disciples o f 
Lenin, lik e  to  cover up th e ir  sho rt
comings on every occasion th a t 
offers its e lf w ith  quotations— often 
en tire ly  irre leva n t. For M arx is ts , 
the question is not decided by a 
quotation but by means o f the cor
rect method. I f  one is guided by 
correct methods, i t  is no t ha rd  also 
to  find suitable quotations. A fte r 
I  had drawn the above analogy w ith  
the K o rn ilo v  insurrection, I  said to 
m y s e lf: We can probably find  a 
theore tica l e lucidation o f our bloc 
w ith  the concilia tors in  the strug
gle against K o rn ilov , in  Lenin. And 
here is w hat I  a c tu a lly  found in  the 
second pa rt o f Vol. X IV  o f the Rus
sian ed ition, in  a le tte r o f Lenin 
to  the Centra l Committee, w r itte n  
a t the beginning o f September, 
1917:

“ Even a t the present tim e, we 
are not duty-bound to  support the 
Kerensky government. T ha t would 
be unprincip led. I t  is asked: then 
we are not to  figh t against K o rn 
ilov? O f course we are. B u t th a t 
is  no t one and the same th ing. 
There is a l im it  to th is ;  i t  is be
ing  transgresed by many Bolsheviks 
who fa l l  in to  “ concilia ton ism ”  and 
a llow  themselves to  be driven by 
the cu rre n t o f events.

"W e sha ll figh t, we are figh ting  
against K o rn ilo v  bu t we do not 
support Kerensky, we are uncover
in g  h is weaknesses. The d is tinc 
t io n  is ra th e r delicate, bu t h igh ly  
im portan t, and m ust not be fo r 
gotten.

“ W hat does the change o f our1 
tactics consist o f a fte r the  K o rn 
ilo v  insurrection?”

“ In  th is, th a t we are va ry in g  the 
form s o f strugg le against Kerensky. 
W ithou t d im in ish ing our h o s tility  i 
to  h im  even by one single note, 
w ith o u t tak in g  back one word 
from  w ha t we have said against 
him , w ith o u t g iv ing  up the task of 
overwhelm ing Kerensky, we s a y : 
We m ust calcula te the moment, we 
w i l l  no t overth row  K erensky a t 
present. We approach the ques
tion  o f the strugg le against h im  
d iffe re n tly : by exp la in ing  the  weak
nesses and vac illa tions o f Kerensky 
to  the people (w ho are figh ting  
against K o rn ilo v ) .”

We are proposing no th ing d iffe r
ent. Complete independence o f the 
Communist organ ization and press, 
complete freedom o f Communist 
c ritic ism , the same fo r  the social 
democracy and the trade unions. 
O n ly contem ptib le opportunists can 
a llow  the freedom o f the Commun
is t p a rty  to  be lim ite d  ( fo r  exam
ple, lik e  entrance in to  the Kuo 
M in  T ang ). We are no t o f th e ir  
number.

No re trac tio n  o f our c ritic ism  o f 
the socia l democracy. No forget
t in g  o f a l l th a t has been. The whole 
h is to rica l reckoning, inc lud ing  the 
reckoning fo r  K a r l L iebknecht and 
Rosa Luxem burg w i l l  be presented 
a t the proper tim e, ju s t  as the Rus
sian Bolsheviks fin a lly  presented a 
general reckoning to  the Menshe
viks and Social-Revolutionists fo r  
the ba iting, calumny, im prisonm ent 
and m urder o f workers, soldiers 
and peasants.

B u t we presented our general re
ckoning to them tw o  months a fte r 
we had u tilized  the p a rtia l reckon

ing  between Kerensky and K o rn 
ilov. between the “ democrats”  and 
the Fascists— in  o rder to  drive  
back the Fascists a ll the more cer
ta in ly . Only thanks to  th is  c ir 
cumstance were we victorious.

$  *  *  #

When the Centra l Committee of 
the Communist P a rty  o f Germany 
adopts the position expressed in 
the quotation from  Len in  c ited 
above, the en tire  apjiroach to the 
social dem ocratic masses and the 
trade un ion organizations w i l l  
change a t once: instead o f the a r
tic les and speeches w hich are con
v inc ing  on ly to those people who 
are a lready convinced w ith o u t 
them, the ag ita tors w i l l  find a com
mon language w ith  new hundreds 
o f thousands and m illio ns  o f w o rk 
ers. T lie  d iffe re n tia tion  w ith in  
the social democracy w i l l  proceed 
a t an increased pace. The Fascists 
w i l l  soon feel th a t th e ir  task does 
not a t a ll consist m erely o f de
fea ting  Brueniug, B raun  and Weis, 
but of tak in g  up the open s tru g 
gle against the whole w ork ing  
class. On th is  plane, a profound 
d iffe ren tia tion  w i l l  in ev ita b ly  be 
produced w ith in  Fascism. O nly by 
t lis  road is v ic to ry  possible.

B u t i t  is  necessary to desire th is  
v ic tory . In  the meantime, there 
are among the Communist officials 
not a few  cow ard ly  careerists and 
fakers whole l i t t le  posts, whose in 
comes and more than tha t,— whose 
hides, are dear to them. These 
creatures are very  much inc lined 
to  spout u ltra -ra d ic a l phrases be
neath which is concealed a w re tch
ed and contem ptible fa ta lism . 
“ W ith o u t a v ic to ry  over the social 
democracy, we cannot ba ttle  
against Fascism !”  say such te rrib le  
revo lu tion is ts , and fo r th is  reason 
..  .they get th e ir  passports ready.

W orker-Communists, you are 
hundreds o f thousands, m illio n s ; 
you cannot leave fo r  any p lace; 
there are not enough passports fo r  
you. Should Fascism come to  
power, i t  w i l l  r id e  over your s k ills  
and spines lik e  a te rr if ic  tank. 
Your salvation lies in  merciless 
struggle. And only a figh ting  un
ity  w ith  the social democratic 
workers can bring  v ic to ry . Make 
haste, worker-Counnunists, you 
have very l i t t le  tim e le ft !  
Decemhber S, 1931.

— L. TRO TSKY.

(Continued from  Page 1)

I t  is  precisely because the social
is t  masses are not yet ready to  
accept in  advance the leadership Of 
the Communist p a rty  th a t they 
have t i l l  now remained w ith  the 
social democracy. The problem  is 
how to  w in  them away fro m  the 
pe tty  bourgeois socia list camp. The 
S ta lin is t slogan assumes th a t th is  
problem has already been solved! 
The "u n ite d  fro n t fro m  below”  is 
postulated on the theory o f “ social 
Fascism”  w h ich dissolves the sharp 
d is tinc tion  between the extreme 
"dem ocra tic”  w ing o f the bourge
oisie and the  extreme Fascist a n ti
democratic w ing  a t the o ther ex
treme. W hat th is  theory has in  
common w ith  M arxism , o r even 
w ith  the simple and known facts 
of the class struggle, remains un
discovered to  the present day. A t 
a ll events, on the basis o f th is  
theory the S ta lin is ts  refuse to make 
a bloc w ith  the social democratic 
pa rty , o r to  approach i t  o ffic ia lly  
w ith  a concrete proposal fo r  tem
porary un ited  fro n t on concrete 
questions .Those who lik e  ourselves 
even propose such a un ited  fro n t, 
au tom atica lly  become, according to 
the S ta lin ists, social Fascists, or 
be tte r yet, the counter-revolution
a ry  vanguard of social Fascism. 
T h is can be read any day in  the 
week in  the D a ily  W orker, in  the 
Communist In te rna tiona l, and so 
fo rth .

« *  •

A t the recently concluded 12th 
Plenum o f the Executive Commits 
tee o f the Comintern, the leader 
o f the German pa rty  Thaelmann, 
fu lm ina ted  fo r  hours against the 
proposal fo r  a un ited fro n t w ith  
the social democracy to  smash 
H itle rism . “ O ur p a rty  leadership 
set its  face severely against the 
a ttitu d e  which found its  expression 
in  an a rtic le  en titled  ‘Change o f 
System’ . . . .  The tac tica l conclusions 
which have been draw n fro m  the 
false estim ation o f the ro le  o f the 
S. P. I) . in  the above-mentioned 
a rtic le , are substan tia lly  on a par 
w ith  the proposals o f the B e rlin  
d is tr ic t  leadership—proposals which 
were made to the Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty  w ith  a view  to  the ho ld ing 
o f jo in t demonstrations, and which 
were r ig h t ly  rejected by the Cen
t ra l Committee o f our party , and 
corrected in  the case o f B e rlin .

“ The a rtic le  contains among 
o ther th ings the fo llow ing  passage:
. . .  B u t above a ll,  the demand of 
the B erlin-B randenburg d is tr ic t 
leadership to  the “ Iro n  F ro n t”  
movement to  ho ld a jo in t  demon
s tra tion  against Fascism, is most 
appropria te  here.’

“ In  th is  we see the continuation 
o f the fa lse judgm ent o f the role o f 
the S. P. D. The proposal made 
by the leaders o f the B e rlin  D is-

ed the Social Dem ocratic P a rty  bu t 
who are qu ite  ready to  jo in  the Sta
lin  fac tion  on the “ proper term s” . 
In  Czechoslovakia, too, the R igh t 
w ing  is no t “ w ith o u t |a group” ; 
on ly, its  group is now p a rt of the 
Czech social democracy. As fo r  
Lovestone, as is known, h is fierce 
attachm ent to p rinc ip le  would nev
er, never pe rm it h im  to  cap itu la te  
to  the S talin ists. Really— ju s t t r y  
h im  and see. Just t r y  him . or, 
ask G lt lo w . . . .

t r ic t  to the ‘Iro n  F ro n t’ was sharp
ly  c ritic ized  by us.”

And fu rthe r' o n : “ T ro tsky wants, 
in  a l l seriousness, to see the Com
m unists going hand in  hand w ith  
the m urderers o f L iebknecht and 
of Rosa Luxem burg and beyond 
th is  w ith  H e rr  Zoergiebel, and 
w ith  any police president whom 
the Papen regime chooses to leave 
in  office fo r  the repression o f the 
p ro le ta ria t. T ro tsky  has attempted 
on more than one occasion, to lead 
the w ork ing  class astray by h is 
w ritings , by demanding negotia
tions between the leaders o f the 
K . I ’ . D. and the SPD. Among 
other th ings he sa id  as fo llow s, to 
quote h im  word by w o rd : ‘One 
must ac tua lly  declare complete 
readiness to fo rm  a bloc w ith  the 
social democrats against Fascism 
. . .  One m ust compel social dem
ocracy to fo rm  a bloc against the 
Fascists.’ T h is  po licy would mean 
th a t we w ould  abandon ou r correct 
Bolshevik po licy.”  (Com m unist In 
te rna tiona l, January 15, 1933, pp. 
35-36.)

Q uite “c lea r” , is  i t  not? To s it  
down w ith  the socia list leaders is 
equivalent to the abandonment o f 
Bolshevik policy. To propose to 
them a jo in t  dem onstration against 
Fascism, m ust be sharp ly  c r it ic 
ized, and the action rejected. We 
take i t  th a t th is  holds not on ly fo r  
Germany, bu t fo r  every o ther land, 
France included. B u t in  France 
we see a somewhat “ d iffe re n t”  
po licy being pursued. In  the cen
t ra l organ o f the  French Commun
is t P a rty  fo r  January  17, 1933, we 
read the astounding repo rt th a t

“ Yesterday comrades M aurice 
Thorez and Jacques D orio t, in  the 
name o f  our party , met w ith  Pau l 
Faur'e and J. B. Severac, represent
atives o f the Socia list pa rty  and 
Pau l Louis and M. Juncker, repre
sentatives o f the P a rty  o f Prole
ta r ia n  U n ity . The purpose o f th is  
conference was to  discuss the ques
tion  o f the u n ity  o f action o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t and to define its  form s.”

H ow  is th is  possible? Is  the 
need fo r  a un ited fro n t so much 
greater in  France than  in  Ger
many th a t in  the fo rm er coun
try . I t  is  impermissable to  “ aban
don our correct Bolshevik pol
ic y ” ? W ha t has happened in  
France? Is Pau l Faure one h a ir ’s- 
breadth bette r than the “ m urderers 
o f L iebknecht and Rosa Luxem 
burg” , his co-re lig ionists in  Ger
many? W hy is i t  “ correct Bolshe
v ik  po licy”  to  aim  fo r a “ bloc w ith  
the socia l democrats”  in  France, 
and an abandonment o f th is  po licy 
to a im  fo r  i t  in  Germany?

B u t alas and a lack ! The w e ll 
o f S ta lin is t confusion is no t ex
hausted by th is  comparison o f 
Thaelm ann w ith  the French Com
m un is t pa rty . One day a fte r the 
D a ily  W orke r devoted its  leading 
e d ito r ia l to  a ferocious tirad e  a t the 
M il ita n t  fo r  demanding, th a t the 
German p a rty  propose a un ited 
fro n t against Fascism to  the social 
democracy, i t  p rin ts  (2-17-1933) 
w ith  the utm ost unconcern, as i f  
there were no t the s ligh tes t con
tra d ic tio n  between the tw o, the fo l
low ing correspondence fro m  B erlin , 
in  w h ich  is reported an in te rv iew  
given o ffic ia lly  to  the press by the 
German p a rty  leader, W ilhe lm  
Pieck. Read i t  ca re fu lly  and 
compare i t  w ith  the dunderheaded 
observations o f Thaelm ann quoted

almve:
"P ieck went on to expla in, the 

Communist pa rty  does not w an t to  
w a it u n t il Fascism goes bank
ru p t (A  welcome change from  yes
terday ’s po s itio n !— M . S.), i t  wants 
to arouse in  the w ork ing  class the 
w il l  to  resist. A  s p lit in  the w o rk
ing  class is one o f the im portan t 
premises o f a Fascist d ic ta torsh ip . 
The Communist p a rty  s trives to 
b ring  about the u n ity  o f the w ork
ing class. Pieck emphasized tha t 
the Communist p a rty  has already 
put tw o o ffic ia l proposals to  the 
Socia list P arty  o f Germany and 
the re fo rm is t trade  unions to fo rm  
a figh ting  un ited fro n t, and now 
again repeats th is  offer. The f irs t 
proposal was made las t J u ly  20, 
when Papen set up his semi-Fascist 
d ic ta to rsh ip : the second o ffic ia l o f
fe r  was made on January 30, when 
H itle r ' became C hance llo r; and to 
day, fo r the th ird  tim e, when the 
aims and the very existence o f the 
w ork ing  class are being threatened 
and attacked by Fascism. The So
c ia lis t pa rty  and the trade  union 
organizations live  not ye t replied 
to these open offers.”  (O ur em
phasis. )

The exact na ture  o f these united 
fro n t proposals made by the Ger
man party , is not known to  us, and 
consequently we reserve fina l com
ment. We do know, however, th a t 
the f irs t proposal to  w h ich  P ieck 
refers is precisely the one against 
which Thaelm ann polemized and 
which he in form ed us the Centra l 
Commitee had condemned and re
jected ! N o r is i t  excluded th a t 
w hat Pieck says today is on ly a 
las t m inute desperate e ffo rt to cover 
up the tracks o f yesterday by a 
fo rm a l gesture, not prepared fo r 
yesterday and not fo llow ed up ser
iously tom orrow. B u t whatever i t  
may be the question n a tu ra lly  
a rises :

W hich is the po licy o f the Com
m unist In te rna tiona l?  Is  i t  D o rio t’s 
and T lio rez ’s Is  i t  Thaelm ann’s? 
Is i t  P ieck’s? (W e cannot ask 
about the po licy  o f S ta lin , the 
“ best d iscip le”  o f Lenin, because 
the “ leader o f the Communist In 
te rna tiona l is as s ilen t as the grave 
on the German c ris is .) The w o rk 
ers, and especially the Communist 
workers whom the S ta lin is ts  have 
so c r im in a lly  disoriented, confused 
and demoralized, whom they have 
rendered im potent in  the present 
c ruc ia l hour, m ust demand an un
ambiguous re p ly !

To temporize and d illy -d a lly  a t 
the moment o f crisis, said Lenin, 
is  a crime. Confusion, am biguity, 
la ck  o f c la r ity  and determ ination 
are the causes o f tem porizing. The 
confusion created by the S ta lin is ts  
in  the key problem of the present 
German cris is  is the equivalent o f 
a crim e!

Precious hours are s lipp ing  by. 
H it le r  knows w h a t he wants and 
he marches ru th less ly  towards his 
goal. The Communist p a rty  and 
its  leadership, upon whom such a 
tremendous h is to rica l responsib ility  
rests, are floundering lik e  fish in  
the m eshwork o f the S ta lin is t net. 
The net m ust be cu t th rough w ith  
a quick, sharp kn ife . The Gertnan 
Communist P a rty  m ust lie set free 
so th a t i t  m ay act w ith  decisive
ness. Upon i t  depends the decisive 
and fina l action o f the whole Ger
man p ro le ta r ia t
Saturday, Feb. 18, 1933 — M . S.

Minor Challenged at 
Philly Meeting

Philadelph ia .—O ur German meet
ings in  New York, and P h ilade l
ph ia have had its  repercussions 
here. I t  awakened the p a rty  bu
reaucrats to ca ll an A n ti-Fascis t 
meeting in  G ira rd  M anor H a ll, In 
which Robert M ino r was the speak
er.

O ur presence In  a so lid  group 
th rew  such consternation in to  the 
ranks o f the p a rty  leaders th a t 
they turned th is  meeting in to  an 
an ti-T ro tsky campaign. M ino r who 
was so busy a ttack ing  Len in  and 
T ro tsky, a fte r the days o f the Rus-j 
sian R evolution in  1917, has lost 
none o f his a b ili ty  in  th is  respect. 
He called us stool pigeons, police 
a ttack ing  the Bolshevik w ing  of 
the Communist movement. The 
only difference being th a t then he 
did  i t  outside o f the p a rty  and now 
he does i t  under the cloak o f Com
munism.

I f  our presence threw  consterna
tion  in to  the hearts o f the bureau
crats, our a c tiv ity  du rin g  the ques
tion  period, drove them in to  a s t i l l  
greater frenzy.

We asked w hy comrade Pappas 
and Roberts had been expelled fo r 
demanding the Le n in is t un ited 
fro n t against Fascism. To th is

M inor rep lied th a t no one was ever 
expelled fo r  desiring to figh t against 
Fascism.

On being asked the ro le o f the 
Red A rm y  w ith  regard to Fascism, 
he began by ca llin g  us provocat
eurs, agents o f the bosses, e ta , 
and said th a t the German workers 
m ust make th e ir  own revo lu tion. 
He d id  not mention, however, th a t 
once H it le r  begins butchering the 
workers th a t H it le r ’s cry  w i l l  not 
on ly be against German workers 
alone h u t Bolshevism as a whole, 
o f w h ich the Red A rm y  is a pa rt.

When he was asked w hat the 
danger o f Fascism meant to  the 
Soviet Union, M in o r rep lied it  
m erely meant the trans fo rm ing  o f 
one k in d  o f bourgeois d ic ta torsh ip  
in to  another.

The question in  regard to  the 
“ ‘Red Referendum”  was a bone in 
his th ro a t w h ich  he tr ie d  to d is
lodge qu ick ly . H e m erely said tha t 
i t  was not inconsistent fo r  one to 
vote fo r  d isso lu tion a t one tim e 
and to  vote against d isso lu tion a t 
another tim e. He refused to  te ll 
why i t  was not inconsistent.

We also asked i f  Fascism came 
in to  power on J u ly  20, 1932, why 
(lid  the p a rty  w a it seven months 
to ca ll th is  meeting. T h is  question 
remained unanswered as d id  many 
others w h ich were “ un im portan t” .

— L. ROBERTS.

Quits 'A n ti-W a r ' 
Committee

(Continued from  Page 1)

of confusion.
That, these facts are fo rgo tten  by 

the S ta lin is ts , the offic ia l w ing o f 
Communism, who so readily hand 
over the strugg le against w ar to 
the in te llectua ls and students, is to 
be regretted. We o f the L e ft Opposi
tion  can only make our position 
clear. We propose th a t in  view  of 
the incorrect basis o f existence o f 
t lie  N a tiona l Committee o f the 
Students Congress Against W ar, 
fo r the reasons enumerated above, 
tha t the Committee dissolve itse lf. 
Th is can be refused only a t the 
pain o f m uddling the issue and 
pc i'iic ttin ting  a body tha t may have 
d ire  consequences, because o f t lie  
deceit i t  engenders in  the figh t 
against im peria lis t war. The 
Young Communist League, the offi
c ia l banner bearer o f Communism 
among the youth, should issue a 
ca ll to  the leading youth organiza
tions, on the basis of several 
m inim um  proposals, fo r  a p re lim 
ina ry  a n ti-w a r conference. The la t
te r conference is to discuss the 
question o f ca lling  a broader con
ference, t lie  basis and tim e of such

a one. I f  a fte r th is , i t  is neces
sary to plan specific student tac
tics, then d is tr ic t  conferences, etc., 
may be called. B u t at a ll tim es 
i t  should be remembered th a t be
cause the roots o f w a r lie  in  the 
cap ita lis t system, th a t because only 
the w o rk ing  class is h is to r ic a lly  
adapted to  combat th a t system, i t  
is false to  speak o f independent 
student a c tiv ity .

I  feel, fu rth e r, th a t my continued 
membership on tlie  N a tiona l Com
m ittee may lead to  a m is in te rp re 
ta tion  o f my m otives fo r  accepting 
on it ,  tha t i t  may lend a sanc
tion  to the committee w h ich I  am 
opposed to g iv ing  it .  I t  is  there
fo re  w ith  the  purpose o f resign ing 
from  the Committee th a t I  w r ite  
th is  statement.
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America's Role in Germany

W all Street's Stake in Germany
“ T lie  problem  of the  m utua l re

la tions between the U n ited States 
and Europe was very in tim a te ly  
bound uj) w ith  the question o f 
Fascism and social democracy. 
Only the defeat o f the German rev
o lu tion  o f 1923 made i t  possible 
fo r  Am erican cap ita l to begin the 
rea liza tion  of its  plans fo r  the 
m om entarily) jjeaceful sub jugation 
o f Europe. Under these c ircum 
stances, the A m erican problem 
should have been considered in  its  
fu l l  magnitude. Instead, the leader
ship o f the F if th  Congress s im ply 
passed i t  by.”  (T ro tsky— “ S tra t
egy o f the W orld  R evolu tion” .

Such an analysis as early  as the 
F if th  Congress would have enabled 
the Com intern to consider properly 
the ro le o f Am erican im peria lism , 
and also the changing and devel
oping new class re lationships in  
Germany— both of w h ich problems 
are not understood by tlie  Comin
te rn  even to  t il ls  day.

The defeat o f the German revo lu
tion  in  1923 made possible the “ A m 
erican ization”  o f Europe through 
the Dawes Plan, the Young Plan, 
etc. Upon th is  defeat and the 
tr ium p h  o f S ta lin ism  in  t lie  Com
in te rn , the necessary base fo r  a new 
alignm ent o f class re la tions in  Ger- 
any was established. The propping 
up o f the s truc tu re  w ith  Am erican 
cap ita l la id  the ob jective base 
fo r  cap ita lis t s tab iliza tion . The 
tr ium p h  o f S talin ism , upon the 
wave o f revo lu tiona ry  regress, la id  
the subjective base fo r the “ re tu rn ”  
o f social democracy as a crutch 
fo r crippled German capitalism . 
M eanwhile cap ita lism  nu rtu red  the 
Fascist force fo r  the com ing show
down w ith  the “ M arx ian  sw ine” .

In  th is  period, w h ile  cap ita lis t 
Germany was w a lk ing  upon the 
crutches o f social democracy and 
the Am erican do lla r, the m ain task 
o f Am erican im peria lism  was the 
problem o f preventing the extension 
o f the October revo lu tion , o f prop
ping up decaying capita lism , and 
o f m a in ta in ing  thereby the dom in
a ting  im p e ria lis t position and the 
super-profits th a t go w ith  i t  .

A round Germany and its  repara
tion  problem in  th is  post w a r per
iod revolves the complex o f cap ita l
ist, contrad ictions. Today around 
Germany and its  Fascist hordes, 
the same th in g  is seen in  a h igher 
form . The key to the in te rna 
tion a l s itua tion , as T ro tsky  has 
said, is  Germany.

Am erican investments in  Ger
many are tremendous.

T h e ir pro tection is a m a jo r con
cern of our im peria lis ts . In  the 
past, evry m ark Germany paid 
in  reparations was m ore than 
equalled by loans fro m  Am erican 
im peria lism . B u t to  keep th is  up 
inde fin ite ly  is no t possible fo r  
Am erican profits. F rom  th is  flow 
ed the new problem o f the Hoover

m ora to rium , the repara tion  “ set
tlem ent”  and the w a r debt ques
tion.

The m ora to rium  and repara tion 
Settlem ent were f ra n t ic  attem pts 
to ho ld  in  check the inev itab le  
c iv i l w a r in  Germany. These 
moves were not successful. B u t 
they were able to  strengthen the 
reactionary forces o f Fascism 
against the p ro le ta ria t. Between 
the con trad ic to ry  problem o f pro
fits and the prevention o f the ex
tension o f the October revo lu tion, 
the Am erican im peria lis ts  have 
been jum ping, in  the hope th a t a 
pa ra lle l line  o f m arch can be ob
tained fo r  these tw o  fac to rs  In  the 
decay o f capita lism .

N orm al bourgeois ru le  in  Ger
many is desired. B u t Am erican 
im peria lism  knows enough to 
change its  a ttitu d e  when the tim e 
demands it .  The German cap ita l
ists were slow and by no means un
animous in  changing fro m  social 
democracy, to  coa lition , to Bona
partism  and now— to Fascism. The 
A m erican im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  show 
these same con trad ic tions in  th e ir  
change o f position, and a slower 
tempo. A lready a grow ing section 
of the Am erican cap ita lis ts  are In 
favo r o f “ H it le r  and H lndenburg—  
since the B onapartls t attem pts 
have been dislodged by the sharp
ening class re la tions.”

In  South Am erica, A m erican im 
peria lism  has supported in  tu rn  re
actionary, libe ra l, and “ revo lu tion
a ry ”  governments and has resorted 
to  armed in te rven tion— depending 
in  each case upon the class re la
tions and im peria lis ts  re lations, ac
cord ing to  the p ro fit in te rest o f 
Am erican capita l. Germany w i l l  
be no exception. The on ly  d iffe r
ence is th a t the explosive class re
la tions in  Germany are a t a fa r  
h igher stage than in  South A m er
ica, where the flames o f revo lt can 
be fa r  easier held in  check. There
fore, fa r  more precaution has been 
shown by ruthless Am erican im per
ialism.

— HUGO O E H LE R .
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