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Fascists Fram e-U p T h e  Com munist P arty
The Life and Death Question: Leninist United Front In Germany or Disaster!

"W h ite  te rro r  and Red panic be­
gan in  Germany today.”

T h is  is the w ay the astute cap i­
ta lis t  correspondent o f the New 
Y ork Evening Post, H. R. K n icke r­
bocker, begins his B e rlin  dispatch 
o f  February 28. B e rlin  is an arm ­
ed camp, w ith  armored cars and 
13,000 rifle -arm ed police concen­
tra ted  heav ily  in  the w o rk in g  class 
quarters. A  new decree has been 
issued p rov id ing  fo r  heavy penalt­
ies against those “ who give false 
in fo rm a tio n  fo r  fo re ign  publica­
tions” , as w e ll as against those 
who p r in t  such “ fa lse ”  in fo rm a­
tio n  in  the German press. The 
Rote Fairne, cen tra l organ o f the 
German Com m unist P arty , w h ich 
appeared fo r  one day a fte r its  
previous suspension, has had its  
p r in t in g  p lan t confiscated and, in  
addition, has been suspended by 
the governm ent u n t il A p r i l 15. An 
ed ition  o f the paper p rin ted  in  
Le ipz ig  was confiscated, together 
w ith  the tru ck  th a t carried  the 
copies to  B e rlin . A ll the socia list 
papers in  East P russia  have been 
suppressed. Even lib e ra l pournals 
have been ordered suspended. A | 
mass m eeting o f the social dem­
ocra tic  p a rty  to  commemorate the 
f if t ie th  anniversary o f the death of 
K a r l M arx , was dispersed by the 
police.

A l l  these measures are p a rt of 
a monstrous fram e-up concocted by 
the Fascist butchers in  con tro l of 
the government. A  fire  o f incend­
ia ry  o r ig in  in  the Reichstag b u ild ­
in g  is being used as the pre text 
fo r  de live ring  a m orta l b low  to the 
Communist pa rty . Anybody who 
is even superfic ia lly  acquainted 
w ith  the theories and practises of 
the Communist p a rty  is suffic iently 
aw are th a t arson is not in  its  p ro­
gram. T h a t is  a method o f figh ting  
practised a lm ost exclusive ly by th e  
Fascists. In  the present instance, 
the fram e-up is so flag ran t th a t 
even the Am erican correspondents 
in  B e rlin  have not fa ile d  to com­
m ent adversely upon H it le r ’s crude 
a ttem pt to  crush the  Communist 
p a rt as a resu lt o f it .

“ W hy Communists should desire 
to  burn  down the em pty Reichstag 
b u ild in g  on the eve o f an election 
th a t th e ir  opponents declare to  be 
un im p o rtan t in  th a t i t  w i l l  not a f­
fect th e ir  re ten tion  o f power,”  
cables B irc h a ll o f the New Y ork  
Tim 0s, “ is one o f the m ysteries of 
the present s itua tion .”  The press, 
reports Knickerbocker, “ w i l l  not 
be able even to  po in t ou t iro n ica lly  
th a t the Nazis planned weeks ago 
to  lay  before President von H inden- 
burg evidence th a t the Reds were 
p lanning an up ris ing  and th a t the 
bu rn ing  o f the Reichstag come on 
ra iltoad-schedu le tim e  fo r  th e ir

Another Complaint

“ . . .  We can pu t the campaign 
over in  a big way bu t ou r hands 
are tied  by insu ffic ien t papers. . . .  
Chicago is no village, you know. 
O ur comrades are lined up to  speak 
and debate in  various organizations 
a t the rate of one per' week fo r 
the next week and th is  w i l l  re ­
qu ire  papers. In  fac t, we could 
easily dispose o f 200 copies over 
our quota, bu t we must a t least 
get our quota (535 copies). I  
th in k  the Q.impaign is going over 
much bigger than we expected and 
th is  has found us short. I  mean 
as to  the qu an tity  o f M ilita n ts  per 
issue you are p r in t in g . . .  .W hy not 
p r in t  a la rger number o f the M ili­
tant and sa tis fy  everybody, in c lu d ­
in g  the ira te  lite ra tu re  agent of 
C hicago?.. .  .1 get a  severe heart­
ache when I  th in k  o f the meetings 
we’ve had to  pass up in  the las t 
week due to lack o f papers.”

— REBECCA SACHEROW.
The comrades in  Toronto also 

w r ite  th a t the M ilitant sale and 
d is tr ib u tio n  is going over big, and 
ask th a t th e ir  bundle order be sub­
s ta n tia lly  increased.

purposes. . . .  An eye-witness o f the 
a rr iv a l of Chancellor H it le r  a t the 
bu rn ing  Reichstag bu ild in g  last 
n igh t reports h is f irs t exclamation 
to  have been, ‘God g ra n t th is  is 
the w ork o f Communists.’ ”

A n  Agent P rovocateur
The alleged incendiary, a certa in 

M arinus van der Lubbe o r Van der 
L ing , is supposed to  be a member 
o f the D utch Communist Party. 
The police “ found”  a membership 
card in  h is pocket when he was 
a rre s te d ! I f  there were noth ing 
else to  prove how crude is the 
fram e-up, th is  fa c t would suffice 
B u t in  addition, the Communist 
P a rty  o f H o lland  hi is  issued a 
statem ent showing tha t Van Der 
Lubbe was expelled from  the pa rty  
tyo  years ago as "a  spy and an 
agent provocateur mud. th a t since 
then he 1ms been a notorious a n ti­
com m unist agent".

However tha t may he, his “ con­
fession” , wh ich "im p lica ted  not 
on ly  Communists but Socialists”  
( ! )  has become the pre text o f the 
Nazis— who never needed much o f 
a p re te x t— to order the arrest of 
every single Communist deputy of 
the Reichstag, one hundred o f them. 
In  th is  manner, they hope to  de­
p rive  the pa rty  o f every one o f its  
leaders. A t  the same tim e, all 
Communist publications, placards 
and election m ate ria l have been 
suppressed fo r  fo u r weeks, and a ll 
soc ia lis t publications and propa­
ganda fo r  tw o  weeks— th a t is, u n t il 
the wretched farce o f the M arch 5 
elections have long been passed.

The add itiona l announcement 
th a t “ the en tire  police force of 
Prussia has been mobilized. A ll 
fu rloughs h iv e  been recalled and 
fo r  the firs t tim e Captain Goering 
has brought in to  action his recent­
ly  created Nazi ‘assistant police’, 
le c ru ite d  from  the storm  troops” — 
is o f tremendous significance. H i t ­
le r is leaving noth ing to chance.

Students 
Strike in 

Protest
THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS 

DEMAND RESTORATION  

OF ACADEMIC RIGHTS

A  to ta l o f 1500 students p a r ti­
cipated in  s trikes a t C ity  College, 
day and evening. A t  the same tim e 
h a lf o f the student body in  New 
York U n ivers ity , about 2000 le ft  
classes in  dem onstrative protest 
against the suppression of the ir 
da ily  p ipe r. B oth  s tr ike  movements 
were the resu lts o f a basic issue, 
th a t o f academic freedom.

The s tr ike  a t C ity  grew  ou t of 
the suspension o f nineteen s tu ­
dents, reported in  a recent issue of 
the M ilita n t.  E a rly  in  the  m orn ing 
a group o f f if ty  students gathered 
to  ca rry  out the  dem onstration, 
signa l in  the h is to ry  o f the college. 
D u ring  the Course o f the day, the 
number swelled to  a thousand, 
many students jo in in g  the s trike rs  
as they .paraded around the school 
bu ild ing  a t 138th Street and Am ­
sterdam  Ave., iand assembled 
around the school flag pole. A  good 
number o f those in  the pro testing 
ranks were students o f o ther 
schools who had come down to 
show th e ir so lid a rity  w ith  the 
s tr ik in g  m ilitan ts ,

A  band o f hoodlumns, “ defenders 
o f the people” , sought w ith  dis­
rup tive  “ Am ericanism ” to  break 

| the lines of the s tr ike rs  around the 
(Continued on Page 2)
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l ie  has already proclaimed his in ­
tention o f m a in ta in ing  the ru le  o f 
Fascism regardless of the outcome 
o f the M arch 5 elections. The 
Communist pa rty , and to  almost 
t lie  same extent the social dem­
ocracy, have had the m axim um  re­
s tr ic tion s  decreed against them  so 
as to render th e ir  pa rtic ip a tion  in 
the elections equiva lent to  no par­
tic ipa tion  a t a ll. On M arch 5, ac­
cord ing to  a ll indications, H it le r  
w i l l  not only openly declare a rb it­
ra ry  Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  w ith ou t 
founda tion  in  the Reichstag, but 
w i l l  have his police, augmented by 
the storm  troops and armed to  the 
teeth, concentrated in  B e r lin  fo r 
armed defense o f the coup d ’E ta t 
and fo r  smashing a n y  resistance 
th a t may be offered by the Com 
munists. In  th is  connection, i t  
should be remembered th a t r ig h t 
on the eve o f H i t le r ’s appointment, 
the Nazis m obilized in  fro n t o f the 
Communist p a rty  headquarters— of­
fe r in g  a sort o f test o f s trength 
w ith  the Reds. The p a rty  proved 
im potent to  accept the challenge. 
The v ir tu a l suppression o f the 
Com m unist p a rty  now is a second 
offer o f a test o f strength, prelim -

in a ry  to the next step to  be 
taken by H it le r  to  consolidate the 
position of Fascism and to  proceed 
w ith  the exte rm ina tion  o f the pro­
le ta rian  movement.

W il l  the Communist pa rty  take up 
the challenge? I t  would be c r im ­
in a l to conceal the fa c t th a t w ith  
its  present policy, the p a rty  has 
proved im potent in  the face o f 
H it le r ’s murderous advance. The 
w ork ing  class has not been m obil­
ized e ither d ire c tly  under its  ban­
ner or under the banner of a u n i­
ted fro n t movement in it ia te d  by 
the Communists. I t  is a fact, 
w h ich we repeat here:

In  h is mar'ch to  power in  Ita ly , 
M ussolin i encountered a fa r  more 
energetic, m ilita n t, sanguinary re­
sistance on the pa rt o f the pro le­
ta r ia t— than H it le r  has thus fa r  
encountered in  Germany, where the 
w ork ing  class movement is fa r  
stronger than i t  ever was in  I ta ly , 
where the w ork ing  class does not 
p lay its  ro le on the background o f 
a defeat, as in  I ta ly , and where the 
Communist p a rty  is ten times as 
strong as i t  was in  I ta ly  in  1922, 

To th is  fac t should be added the 
fo llo w in g :

In  the f irs t year after M usso lin i ( 
established the Fascist d ic ta torsh ip  
in  1922, the I ta lia n  p ro le ta ria t 
fough t on a fa r  w ider scale, w ith  
much more energy and d irection, 
w ith  much greater success than 
the German p ro le ta r ia t is  now 
fig h tin g  against Fascism before i t  
has consolidated its  pow er!

The reasons fo r  th is  anomalous, 
in to le rab le  s itua tion  are not fa r  to 
seek. The socia l democracy is be­
ing allowed to  p lay  its  treacherous 
ro le o f de live ring  the w ork ing  
class hound hand and foo t to  the 
sac rific ia l a lta r  of the Nazis. Those 
who are d ire c tly  responsible fo r 
a llow ing  the social dem ocratic lead­
ers to  re ta in  contro l over the so­
c ia lis t masses, are the Communist 
pa rty  leaders who continue to re­
je c t the on ly means whereby the 
German masses can be mobilized 
fo r successful s trugg le !

T li a tw il ig h t  hour has been 
reached. The next stroke o f the 
clock can s t i l i  he contro lled by the 
masses: Either it w ill s tr ik e  the 
doom of t ie  w ork ing  class fo r  a 
decade o r more to come o r i t  w i l l  
s trike  the D tginn ing o f the end 
o f Fascism !

T h e  R e i g n  o f  T e r r o r  
A g a i n s t  T h e  R e d s !

As we go to press, dispatches 
from Berlin declare:

More than eighty prisoners 
have been taken by the Fascists 
in Bdrlin alone, in connection 
with the new reign of terror 
launched by H itle r against the 
Communists. “Most of them were 
lenders of the Communist party.”

In  Hanover, one hundred and 
forty Communists have been ar­
rested.

Sim ilar reports are received 
from other parts of the country. 
The Socialist Vorwaerts has been 

raided, its morning édition con­
fiscated, and its editors put under 
surveillance.

A ll Communist and socialist 
placards are being removed from  
the billboards, in  accordance 
with the decree to suppress a ll 
Communist and socialist election 
propaganda for four and two 
weeks respectively.

The treacherous leadership of 
the social democracy, finie to its 
role, has telegraphed to a  very 
much amused Captain Goering, 
“deploring the emergency decrees 
and emphatically denying any 
complicity in the plot”. The so­
ldai democrats are still “fighting 
on the basis of the Constitution”, 
while workers are being murdered 
and every Constitutional “guar­
antee” is being suspended.

Among the Communist prison­
ers, is the deputy, comrade H er­
mann Remmele, leader of the 
party and one of its most pro­
minent spokesmen. Ernst Thael- 
inuim, the outstanding party 
leader, is another of these report­
ed arrested by the Fascists, W il­
helm Pieck, leader of the Berlin 
organization of the party and 
head of its fraction in the dissolv­
ed Prussian Diet, is arrested, as 
is Ernst Torgler, Communist 
whip in the dissolved Reichstag,

Scores of less prominent leaders 
of the party are reported among 
those seized in the net by the 
H itlerite thugs. A ll, or at least 
most of the prisoners, are being 
held incommunicado.

The Fascist have moved with  
lightning speed. Before formally 
suppressing the Communist party 
—which is their goal—.the Fasc­
ists. have suspended every Com­
munist publication. That blow 
the}’ dealt Monday. In  addition, 
they aim to decapitate the party 
by imprisoning every one of its 
prominent leaders. That is the 
blow they have dealt today, Tues­
day, Tomorrow, they intend to 
exterminate the whole party. The 
day after comes the whole work­
ing class and its every single 
one of its proletarian institutions 
and conquests.

The stage is set for the last 
act. Who w ill prevail? H itler 
has the upper hand. The party 
is paralyzed—no other te rn  can 
express its failure to arouse a 
genuine mass movement of resist­
ance to Fascism,

We ask—we demand : For what 
is the party waiting before it  
acts? Why are the party leaders 
being allowed to play so light­

mindedly with the life  and 
death of the German proletariat? 
When w ill the call be issued for 
the united front of the working 
class?

Are the Stalinists waiting un­
til the streets of Germany run 
red with the blood of an unpre­
pared, disunited, demoralized 
working class? Are the Stalin­
ists preparing to retreat without 
giving battle? Are they planning 
to organize the masses for strug­
gle only after a ll the levers and 
weapons of power are completely 
in the hands of H itle r and his 
mercenaries?

In  the eyes of every revolution­
ist, of every class conscious work­
er, the social democracy has been 
forever branded w ith the stigma 
of Cain. Its  treachery is written 
in the blood of the workers it  
sent to fight in the World W ar 
for German imperialism, in the 
blood of the Spartacists, in the 
blood of the victims of Noske, 
Hoctrsing and Zoergiebel. We do 
not look for leadership from from 
those who have sold the proletar­
ia t for a mess of pottage in office.

But to the Communist party 
and its captains, tne proletariat 
has the right to demand leader­

ship, bold and intelligent and 
timely. A terrific historical re­
sponsibility rests now on the 
shoulders of the leadership of the 
Communist International and the 
German Communist party. For 
whatever happens in the next 
period in Germany, the proletar­
iat and its vanguard w ill hold 
this leadership directly responsi­
ble.

We speak solemnly and issue 
a solemn warning! Unless the 
party leadership, at this crucial 
hour, issues the call for the real 
united front, for the mobilization 
of the masses, the Fascists w ill 
march to power over the dead 
bodies of the m ilitant German 
proletariat!

But if  the program for the uni­
ted front demanded by the Left 
Opposition is now adopted and 
put into effect immediately, the 
German proletariat w ill not only 
march in serried invincible ranks 
against the monster of Fascism, 
but in the battle to annihilate it, 
it  w ill enter upon the high road 
to working class victory, to the 
triumph of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat!

Choose now! Now—and not 
tomorrow!

Defend Opposition Stand ln Pittsburgh
P ittsburgh. —  The Unemployed 

Councils o f A lleghany County is ­
sued a c a ll fo r  a “ un ited f ro n t”  
conference on Feb. 12 a t W alton 
H a ll. O ur branch elected tw o dele­
gates who were present a t the con­
ference, The h a ll was crowded to 
capacity. From  the names th a t the 
credentials com m ittee read, o f the 
organizations delegated, one could 
isee th a t as long as the Communist 
l i i r t y  leaders do not give up th e ir  
slogan o f the “ un ited f ro n t from  
below”  they w i l l  f a i l  to  ra l ly  the 
w ork ing  class in to  mass action. 
The names mentioned were organ i­
zations such as the unemployed 
councils fro m  each d is tr ic t  in  the 
c ity , outside the c ity , from  sur­
rounding towns, the Communist 
I>arty, the IL D  branches, N S L  Pen 
and Ham m er club and some fra te r ­
na l organizations. These organiza­
tions would be present a t such a 
conference w ith o u t the c a ll fo r  a 
“ un ited fro n t”  because they are 
already under the influence o f the 
party. None o f the A F L  unions or 
socia lis t organizations was present. 
F rom  lis ten ing  to  the speakers i t  
could be seen th a t the m a jo rity  o f 
the leaders are s t i l l  under the im ­
pression o f the slogan o f “ social 
Fascism”  and tha t is as much as 
you can expect fro m  h a lf tu rns.

Our resolution, mimeographed in  
a number o f copies, was d is tribu ted 
to the delegates present. A  copy 
o f our reso lution was given to  the 
resolutions committee. The cha ir­
man o f th is  com m itte, in  his re­
port. read the resolution adopted by 
the committee and also read our 
reso lu tion which he proposed he 
rejected because a ll the points in  
i t  were already adopted by th e ir 
resolution. The secretary o f the

Unemployed Council then challeng­
ed the delegates o f the L. O. to  
take the floo r and defend th e ir 
resolution. One o f our delegates 
took the floor and pointed out tha t 
of a l l the speakers and a ll the re­
solutions no m ention was made of 
the recognition o f the Soviet Union. 
He also outlined our1 disagreement 
w ith  the tac tic  o f the “ un ited fro n t 
fro m  below”  also pointed ou t on 
the po in t o f the recogn ition o f the 
Soviet Union th a t the unemployed 
s itua tion  cannot be considered as 
an isolated problem and apart from  
general w o rk ing  class problems. 
I ts  objectives m ust he general w o rk ­
ing class ob jectives; its  struggles 
p a rt o f the general w o rk ing  class 
struggles fo r  the revo lu tion.

Frankfeld, secretary o f the U n­
employed Councils came out fo r  a 
un ited f ro n t w ith  a l l  w ork ingm en’s 
organizations, Johnstone, D. O. o f 
the party , contradicted h im  and 
spoke in  favo r o f a un ited fro n t 
fro m  below and used the te rm  “ so­
c ia l Fascist” .
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The whole w o rld  s itua tion  hinges 
aruund tlie  outcome o f the te rrib le  
dram a now being enacted before 
our eyes. Tht- fa te  o f the German 
p ro le ta ria t liongs in  the balance. 
W ith  i t  is involved the fa te  of the 
whole Communist In te rn a tion a l. 
W ith  i t  is  also involved the fa te  
o f the w orkers ’ fa therland, the So- 
vet Union.

A nd in  face of th is , the “loader 
of the world’s proletariat”, the 
Communist International, is as 
silent as a tombstone! In  face o f 
the s itua tion , the “best discipline 
of Lenin”, Joseph Stalin, is as 
silent as a tombstone! In  face of 
the dread fu l catastrophe w hich 
threatens, the p a rty  leaders con­
tinue  to babble ph ilosophica lly 
about the “ progress o f the un ited 
fro n t fro m  below”  as i f  they had 
months and years a t th e ir  d is­
posal in  w h ich  to  m obilize the 
German p ro le ta ria t fo r  the deci­
sive ba ttle  w h ich  is impending.

Fascism has pu t the noose around 
the neck of the Communist party. 
I t  has aimed its  k n ife  a t the 
heart o f the German w o rk ing  class. 
Whoever is s ilen t a t a tim e like  
th is, whoever relegates the deci­
sive German s itua tion  to the back­
ground o f second and th ird  rate 
consequence, is drugg ing the prole­
ta r ia t  and he lp ing to  prepare i t  
fo r1 the s laugh te r! W hoever stands 
in  the way o f the genuine un ited 
fro n t, fro m  organization to organ i­
zation— Communist p a rty  social 
democracy, trade unions, Reichs- 
hanner, Red F ro n t— is betraying 
the w ork ing  c lass!

Communist workers, m ilta n ts  ev­
eryw here! I t  is  not yet too late. 
T lie  masses aw a it on ly the signal 
fo r  action. The Communist pa rty  
m ust give th is  signal, f t  must 
be aroused out o f its  a w fu l le th ­
argy and impotence. I t  m ust pu t a 
stop to  the self-deceptive jabber­
ing about the “ un ited fro n t from

below”  w h ich  “ un ites”  on ly the 
Communists and th e ir supporters, 
and set in  m otion the Len in is t uni­
ted fro n t o f a l l the  workers to 
decimate the Fascist hydra.

Tom orrow? Tom orrow  may see 
the m ate ria liza tion  o f H it le r ’s de­
mand th a t “ heads ro l l in  the d ir t ” . 
Then the m iserable “ se lf-c ritic ism ”  
practised by S ta lin ism  a fte r each 
defeat, w i l l  be o f l i t t le  ava il. I t  
is today, today, today th a t the 
p a rty  m ust change its  disastrous 
course. I t  is now th a t i t  must 
s trike  fo r the un ited fro n t which, 
in  tu rn , w i l l  s tr ik e  the dagger from 
the hands o f Fasteism and Fascism 
from  the seats o f power.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1933. — M. S.

S.P. Fakers
Drive O ut
Left W ing

STRONG ARM SQUAD OUSTS 

M IL IT A N T  DELEGATIONS  

AT SOCIALIST CONFAB

As a delegate fro m  Carpenters’ 
Local Union 2090 to the Socia list 
P a rty  Conference fo r  unemploy­
ment insurance, I  was in  a posi­
tion  to witness a ll the proceedings. 
A  group o f semi-business men, such 
as rea l estate dealers, ex-judges, 
jeweler's, and dentists occupied the 
p la tfo rm . The f ro n t rows o f seats 
were taken up by a ll k inds o f fa t- 
boilied men, some of them  w ith  
canes and derby hats who appeared 
to  be re tired  and landlords o f the 
shyster boss type. A t  any rate, a ll 
o f them so fa r  mentioned showed 
no sign o f need fo r  im m ediate re­
lie f, unless some o f them were in - 
interested in  the ir’ tenants so th a t 
they may be able to pay them  the 
rent.

These gentlemen ru led the con­
ference and in  order to  “ save tim e 
fo r th e ir  own propaganda”  the 
spokesmen o f the com m ittee ap­
pointed a certa in  M r. Beardsley out 
o f th e ir  m idst as chairm an. Our 
demand th a t a ll delegates fro m  
workers and p o lit ic a l organizations 
be seated on the same grounds as 
the delegation fro m  the S. P. and 
a ll ou r protest and proposals th a t 
the chairm an should be elected fro m  
the floor were o f no ava il. Three 
o f t lie  pro testing delegates were 
beaten up and fo rc ib ly  pu t out o f 
the h a ll. The floor then was 
given to Gerber fo llow ed by A lger­
non Lee and Panken, who between 
them w ith  numerous in te rrup tions  
entertained us fo r  alm ost tw o 
hours. Gerber1 was the m ain 
speaker and pointed out the great 
evils the workers had to  suffer in  
th e ir  struggle. He said even votes 
were stolen on them  in  the last 
election. H e “ fo rg o t”  a l l about 
w hat has h ppened in  o ther coun­
tries  such as Germany and Eng­
land, where the .Socialists go t a ll 
th e ir ,votes ever since 1918. Y e t the 
betrayals o f w orkers are no t com- 
parable w ith  those in  th is  country.

(Continued on Page 2)

PR ESID EN TIA L GOVERNMENT 
ONLY P O S S IB IL ITY

“ As against a Reichstag which 
abandons its  s tate tasks the socall- 
ed ‘P resid ia l governm ent’ is the 
only actua l poss ib ility  le ft.”

—Vorwaerts, August 7, 1932. 
•  * * *

D EFEAT H IT L E R  BY 
VOTING HINDENBURG

“ H it le r  is  defeated. The- victory 
w hich Fascism thought was already 
in  its  hands, hias been snatched 
fro m  it .  Now the basis can once 
more be levelled fo r  p o lit ic a l and 
economi'.- construction.”

—Appeal of S. P. G., 
M arch 17, 1932.

“ On M arch 13, the Fascist gen­
era l assault upon the lib e rta ria n  
rig h ts  o f the German people col­
lapsed. A p r i l 10 m ust b ring  about 
by the election o f H indenburg  the 
collapse o f the N a tiona l Socialist 
movement.

—Appeal of “Iron Front”,
A p r il 2, 1932.

LET H IT L E R  COME TO 
POWER!

I f  N a tiona l Socialism demon­
strates in  deed th a t i t  is capable of 
doing f r u i t f u l  w o rk  the Social Dem­
ocra tic  P a rty  o f Germany w i l l  not 
refuse i t  recognition.”

—Severing, Nlenburg speech, 
July 3, 1932.

» *  *  *

“ The Social Democracy w ill 
greet a B ru e n in g -H itle r govern­
ment because i t  w i l l  thereby be 
free  fro m  the government policy 
and the Center w i l l  in  any case 
prevent the worst* s tup id ities  of 
the N ationa l Socialists.”

—Breitsclieid, Emden Speech, 
November 4, 1931.

*  *  *  »

“ W ere there the ce rta in ty  that 
the N a tiona l Socialists would lalso 
respect the rules o f the game of 
democracy i f  they are in  power, 
then we w ould a l l be ready to let 
them in to  the governm ent today 
ra the r than tom orrow .”

—Vorwaerts, December 3, 1931.

NO LONGER A DANGER
“ Is  there s t i l l  ¡anybody today 

who can have any doubts that 
thanks to our s k il lfu l tactics the 
Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  w ill not come 
. . . .  ? The tim e when Fascism was 
a deadly changer fo r  the proletariat 
and fo r  freedom, has passed away 
since the November ba ttle ."

—Hefimann, Kottbuss S. P. G. 
convention, January 15, 1933 

* * * *

TH E  PARTY DEFENDS NOSKE
“Noske belongs to the party witb 

a ll h is feelings and thoughts, he 
has not ceased to be a socialist and 
a democrat by a h a ir ’s breadth.” 

—Decision of Berlin officials 
..  of S. P. G , September 28, 1919.
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THE LEAGUE IN  ACTION
Cleveland Workers 
Hear Oehler

Cleveland.—A  h ig h ly  g ra tify in g  
mass m eeting o f the L e ft  Opposi­
t io n  was held here la s t Wednesday 
n ig h t a t  Pa in ters H a lL  More 
than  130 w orkers were present, 
moi*e than  h a lf  of them  p a rty  mem­
bers o r members o f p a rty  mass o r­
ganizations. Comrades Hugo Oehler 
and Sam Gordon presented the 
p o in t o f view  o f the Communist 
League on the German cris is , w ith  
comrade John B ra n tin  in  the chair. 
A  good collection was taken and 
numerous M ilita n ts  were sold.

T h is  m arks the  la rges t and firs t 
peaceful meeting o f the L e f t  Op­
position in  th is  c ity . A l l  previous 
meetings took place under1 organ­
ized a ttacks fro m  the S ta lin ists. 
The previous intense and w ide­
spread ac tiv itie s  o f the  local group 
w ith  regard to  the German Fasc­
is t danger— p a rtic ip a tion  in  demon­
stra tions  and meetings, extensive 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f leafiets, etc.— had 
aroused g reat in te rs t in  the Ger­
m an m eeting o f the L e ft  Opposition 
and the offic ia l p a rty  leadership 
saw its e lf  forced to  re fra in  from  
the w e ll-know n physica l arguments 
th is  tim e and actua ly  to  send down 
a  representative to  take the floor 
in  th e ir  name.

A fte r  the presentation o f the 
views o f ou r organ ization the cha ir­
man, comrade B r'abtin , asked i f  the 
p a rty  representative wanted the 
floo r fo r  15 m inutes. Comrade 
Leonard Patterson, in  the name of 
the pa rty , d id  fyis best in  the 
course o f tw en ty  m inutes to  de­
fend the indefensible position o f 
S ta lin ism  in  Germany. A f te r  a 
great deal o f confusion and stam ­
m ering, he fin a lly  concluded w ith  
th a t poor tru m p  Card o f the bu­
reaucracy— the sw indle about the 
“ d isso lu tion ”  o f the German L e ft 
Opposition.

Comrade Oehler rep lied fo r  the 
Communist League and w ith  firm , 
bu t com radely arguments tore the 
bottom  out o f the contentions o f 
the pa rty  representative, exposing 
in  an even more convincing and 
concrete way the inadequacy and 
fa lte ring , c r im in a l s tu p id ity  o f the 
S ta lin is t position in  Germany!. 
M any questions, te s tify in g  to  the 
intense in te res t in  the subject, 
were asked by the audience, to 
w h ich  our comrade gave the proper 
revo lu tiona ry  answer'. A fte r  com­
rade O eliler’s summary, the meet­
ing  ad journed am id continued p r i­
vate discussions outside the ha ll.

A l l  in  a ll, th is  represents a great 
step fo rw a rd  fo r  the L e ft Opposi­
t ion  in  Cleveland. N o t on ly  the 
excellent attendance, b u t even more 
the comradely and sane s p ir it  o f 
the discussion is hound to  have a 
profound effect on the loca l Com­
m unist workers, bu t those who con­
s titu ted  the m a jo rity  o f the audi­
ence as w e ll as those who w i l l  
come in  contact w ith  them. F o r 
the f irs t  tim e in  th e ir  experience, 
they saw how deep p rinc ip le  dis­
putes among Communists can be 
conducted in  a B o lshevik  manner, 
in  a manner aimed to b r in g  about 
genuine c la rifica tio n  in  the p ro le ­
ta r ia n  ranks. T h a t th is  w i l l  show 
them  the fu t i l i t y  and shamefulness 
o f the S ta lin is t methods o f physi­
cal te r ro r  in  se ttling  disputes w ith  
the  L e f t  O pposition cannot be 
doubted. — S. G.

400 at Minneapolis 
Meeting

Minneapolis.— Last Thursday eve­
n ing  fo u r hundred Communist, 
trade-union, and L e ft  w ing  w o rk ­
ers packed the M ayor’s Reception 
H a ll in  the C ourt House to  hear 
comrades Dunne and Skoglund ex­
pound the position o f the L e ft  Op­
position on the German Crisis. 
T h is  was the f irs t  la rge  meeting 
p ro testing  the assault o f H i t le r  up­
on the German w o rk ing  class o r­
ganizations. A  sm all neighborhood 
m eeting was he ld e a rlie r in  the 
week on the North-side by the 
L e ft Opposition. Seeing the la x ity  
o f the S ta lin is ts  upon th is  v ita l 
question the League advertised its  
m eeting p r im a r ily  th rough  d is tr i­
bu tion  o f handbills  a t the party-led 
State R e lie f Dem onstration, the 
trade  union, and organized unem­
ployed headquarters. T h is  re su lt­
ed in  b ring ing  to  our m eeting hun­
dreds o f Communists and p a rty  fo l­
lowers and numerous trade un ion­
is ts  and L e ft w ing  workers.

A  pro found effect was made upon 
th is  audience by the speakers’ a r ­
gum entation fo r  u n ity  in  the Com­
m un is t ranks, fo r  a co rrect un ited 
f ro n t  po licy in  mass w ork, fo r  a 
M a rx ian  estim ation o f the  German 
cris is  and the tasks o f the C. P. 
The local d is tr ic t  leaders o f the 
offic ia l p a rty  were not present, bu t 
has sent a group o f low er fun c tion ­
aries to  observe, take notes, and 
ask questions. One o f these, Minor', 
who had pa rtic ipa ted active ly  to 
bar the L e ft Opposition fro m  a re­
cent unem ploym ent conference, 
prom pted a p h rty  member to  ask 
w hy the Communist League doesn’t  
pa rtic ipa te  in  the unemployment 
struggle. Comrade Dunne in  ans­
w e ring  was able to  state our re-
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peated attem pts to  support the un­
employed “ un ited f ro n t” , ou r posi­
tion  on the struggles, and exposed 
the lies, slanders and bureaucra tic  
in trigues used by the p a rty  leader­
ship to  bar our organ ization fro m  
d irec t pa rtic ip a tio n  in  th e ir  move­
ment. S im ila r ly  when th is  com­
rade asked about the W e ll “ s p lit”  
in  the German Opposition, the 
speaker was able to  d rive  home 
more lessons to  the hundreds of 
new rank and file  comrades in  the 
ha ll, on Communist leadership and 
the miserable d is to rtions o f i t  th a t 
S ta lin ism  imposed upon the party .

About one hundred M ilita n ts  
were sold and every w orker present 
was given past issues, Despite the 
general poverty, ten copies o f 
“ W hat Next?”  and ad d itiona l l i t -  
enature by T ro tsky  were sold. New 
contacts w ith  advanced workers 
were made.

An active fun c tiona ry  of the 
Socia list p a rty  was present and 
spoke in  discussion. Apologetic­
ally lie evaded the ,W eim ar Con­
s titu t io n  and Germany by saying 
tha t everth ing is not. bad in  the 
S. P.. that, in  V ienna the S. P. “ is 
returned year a fte r year w ith  ever 
increasing m a jo rit ie s . . .  etc.”  De­
fensively he pleaded fo r  “ less c r it ic ­
ism o f the S. P. in  order better 
to  effect a un ited f ro n t  w ith  it . ”  
Three workers answered him . The 
speaker pointed ou t to  h im  the 
necessity o f the w o rk ing  class to 
un ite  its  organizations to  defend 
its e lf  against Fascism, th a t in  
such a un ited  f ro n t  each organiza­
tion  m ust stand on its  own before 
the class, th a t w orkers ’ democracy 
in  .the un ited f ro n t a llow s c ritic ism  
and reva lua tion  o f every p a rty ’s 
program  as i t  perta ins to  the im ­
mediate action and problem  before 
the class.

The meeting lasted w e ll-n igh  to 
m idn ight. I t  demonstrated the 
powerfulness o f the ideas o f the 
L e ft Opposition, when applied to 
great problems th row n  up by 
Crucial tu rns  in  the  P ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion. We p lan to  duplicate 
th is  m eeting in  St. Paul.

— C. FORSEN.

Wilkes-Barre Miners 
Hear Opposition

W ilkes-B arre, Pa.— An audience o f 
50 people, nearly  a ll an th rac ite  
coal m iners, turned ou t a t W ilkes- 
Barre , Pa., despite the very cold 
weather, to  hear M a rt in  Abern, 
member o f the N a tion a l Com m it­
tee, Communist League o f Am erica 
(O ppos ition ), speak on the Menace 
o f Fascism in  Germany. Comrade 
Abern reviewed a t length the ro le  
o f the social democracy o f Germany 
since the W o rld  W ar up to  now ; 
the program  and ac tiv ities  o f the 
Communist P a rty  of Germany and 
the Com m unist In te rn a tion a l, as 

I conceived by the S ta iin is t-Thae l- 
inaun leadership, and the po licy 
and un ited  fro n t program  o f action 
pu t fo rw a rd  by L . D. T ro tsky  and 
the In te rn a tio n a l L e ft  Opposition 
to  merit the German crisis. There 
wias an intense in te rest among the 
audience, as is attested by the 30 
questions pu t by them a fte r the 
conclusion o f the opening ta lk  by 
comrade Abern. Members o f the 
Communist p a rty  and the Young 
Communist, League were among 
those present who asked numerous 
questions and partic ipa ted in  the 
general discussion th a t followed. 
I ta lia n  and L ith ua n ia n  comrades 
were responsible fo r  the organiza­
tion  o f th is  meeting, w h ic li was 
the f irs t  m eeting held in  W ilkes- 
B arre  on the present s itua tion  in  
Germany. A  good-sized bundle o f 
each issue o f the M ilitant is  w e ll 
d is tribu ted  among interested w o rk ­
ers. -

A  check-up o f the audience re­
vealed th a t only seven workers, o f 
a ll present, were a t present em­
ployed. I t  was a graph ic il lu s tra ­
tion  o f the ravages o f the econ­
omic c ris is  upon the an thrac ite  
miners. W orkers who spoke, also 
brought out the treacherous ro le 
which the John L. Lew is leader­
ship o f the United Mine W orkers 
o f Am erica was p lay ing in  help ing 
to low er s t i l l  fu r th e r  the liv in g  
and w o rk ing  standards of the an­
th rac ite  coiil miners.

Nearing, Stalin, Apologist on Germany

In Chicago
Chicago.— The lectu re  th a t Scott 

N earing de livered here a few  weeks 
ago under the auspices o f the 
Chicago Forum , on “ W hat N ext in  
Germany” , was an add itiona l il lu s ­
tra t io n  o f h is  ignorance of the dyn­
amics o f the class struggle. Com­
ing  ju s t  a few  days before H inden- 
burg  chose the leader1 o f the  Fasc­
is t  butchers to  the chancellorship, 
one had the r ig h t to  expect o f Near­
ing  an analysis th a t w ould cover 
a t least the fundam ental questions 
re la tin g  to  the present c iv il w ar 
period in  Germany.

He gave a h is to rica l p ic tu re  of 
the iK)st-war period o f Germany 
and, coming closer to  the present 
s itua tion , measured the re la tive  
s treng th  o f the p o lit ic a l parties by 
th e ir  votes. In  N earing ’s schem­
a tic  set-up, the  Com m unist pa rty  
is overwhelmed by heavy odds. 
These heavy odds preclude the  pos­
s ib ili ty  o f a s trugg le  fo r  power by 
the Communist p a rty . To Nearing, 
there are no d iffe ren tia tions  to  be 
sought in  Von Papen, Von Schlei­
cher, H it le r ,  Hugenburg, and the 
social democrats. They a re  a ll 
lumped together as i f  they make up 
an in teg ra l whole. On the basis of 
such a consideration N earing  con­
cludes th a t these forces are too 
s trong  a com bination fo r  the Com­
m unists to  a ttem pt to  s trugg le  
against. The lik e ly  v a ria n t ac­
cording to  Nearing, was the estab­
lishm ent o f a coa lition between a ll 
these gentry.

I t  would be a good th in g  i f  some 
o f the social democrats could be 
won to  I he support o f the Commun­
ists, inc lud ing  too, some elements 
o f the m iddle class. Then perhaps 
the revo lu tion is ts  m igh t make a 
strugg le fo r  power. And here one 
expects, th a t N aaring w ou ld  take 
up tlie  question o f the un ited  fro n t 
to  show how and in  w ha t manner 
the Communists could wage a v ic­
torious strugg le . B u t apparently 
lie has heard noth ing o f th is  tactic. 
I t  was not mentioned once in  his 
lectun>. Is i t  any wonder then 
th a t in  his sum m ary Nearing de­
clares : “ Unless the revo lu tionary 
movement ( !) w ins to  its  side some 
elements, e ither the social dem­
ocra tic elements o r some o f the 
m iddle class elements, they are 
whipped before they s ta rt, because 
the round-up o f the class forces 
w ith  the m iddle class and ru lin g  
class and the aris tocracy o f labor 
on one side o f the round-up is un­
beatable. T h a t Is the position of 
the German Com m unist P a rty  and 
I  believe it must be dismissed as 
an improbable way out of the d if 
Acuity.” (M y emphasis—-A. G.)

H av ing  dismissed the poss ib ility  
o f a v ic to ry  and rejected the need 
fo r  a struggle, N earing concludes 
th a t the possible resu lt o f  th is  
seeming b lind  aley o f German p o li­
tics, would be a coa lition  o f Von 
Schleicher, Von Papen, Hugenburg, 
H it le r  iand the social democrats, 
under the charge o f the firs t. Thus 
a few  days before the Fascist chief 
took over the chance llo rsh ip  and 
his legions spread a re ign o f blood 
over Germany, N earing  dismissed 
the idea o f a Fascist assumption to 
power.

Some days la te r, a fte r H it le r ’s 
assumption to  power, N earing  again 
spoke on Germany. Added to  the 
confusion o f h is f irs t  lecture, was 
hopelessness and despair. N o th ing 
could he done now. I t  was too 
la te ! !  As in  h is f irs t  lecture, the 
fundam ental questions o f the s itua ­
tion  were le ft  o u t en tire ly . I f  one 
expected to  receive fro m  N earing 
a way out, he was greatly disap­
pointed. I t  was not for nothing

In Pittsburgh
P itts b u rg h .--o n  Saturday, Feb. 

11. Professor Scott N earing lec­
tured before the “ Friends o f the 
Soviet Union ou the “ Second F ive 
Year P lan” . A fte r  a long speech 
on the achievements o f “ planned 
economy” , many questions were 
asked among them was “ Why was 
comrade T ro tsky  ex iled ” ? To the 
surprise and astonishment o f a ll 
present he answered lik e  one who 
lias ju s t re turned fro m  Russia 
where he attended the S ta lin  school 
o f fa ls ifica tio ns ), th a t T ro tsky  was 
exiled because he was a "counter- 
revo lu tionist.'’. Among other ques­
tions was "Can Socialism be com­
pleted in  Russia alone?”  H is  ans­
wer was th a t when a revo lu tion  
breaks ou t in  China o r Japan i t  
could be completed in  Russia 
(qu ite  s m a rt!) .

Three o f our comrades were 
standing outside the h a ll and d is­
tr ib u tin g  the M ilita n ts  to the crowd 
as they le ft  the meeting. A  S ta lin ­
is t g o rilla  grabbed the bundle of 
paper's ou t o f the hands o f one of 
our comrades and w a lked away 
w ith  them. T h is  is not by acci- 
ent. More than once the S ta lin ­
is ts  have stolen d isplay cards 
placed in  res tau ran t w indows by 
the P ittsbu rgh  branch o f the L e ft 
Opposition. They have to rn  down 
lea fle ts  we paste up. Yet they have 
the nerve to  say th a t i f  the w o rk­
ers had any bra ins a t a l l  they 
would no t lis ten  to  the teachings 
o f the L. O. bu t to the “ teachings 
o f S ta lin ” .
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th a t the reaction o f the Communist 
w orkers who listened to  h im  speak, 
was u tte r disgust.

Nearing is not a member o f the 
Communist p a rty  and therefore 
does n o t speak in  its  name. B u t 
he has been a member o f the pa rty  
and is su ffic ien tly  close to  i t  now, 
to give h is speeches a semi-official 
character. He is looked upon as a 
representative o f Communism. H is  
lectures, up u n t il th is  date, were 
the on ly ones to be held, in  addi­
tion  to  those by the L e ft  Opposition 
in  Chicago. The p a rty  here, has as 
ye t not moved a finger on the Ger­
man situa tion .

—A . GLOTZBR.

The Flower o f Bourbon C iviliza tion

Negro Lynchings in the South
Lynch ing in  the South is a phen- the Negro race, used by the forces 

omenon th a t m ust be expla ined his- o f reaction and use fu l on ly  fo r 
to r ic a lly  i f  lynch ing as a  p o litica l such forces. When cap ita lism  was 
weapon o f the ru lin g  class is  to  young and progressive i t  was the 
be correc tly  understood. P u t in to  weapon o f p o lit ic a l agents o f the 
effect on a tremendous scale by the  ex-slave holders, th a t is, the  side 
K u  K Iu x  K la n  du rin g  the Recon- o f reaction. When cap tia lism  «in­
s truc tion  Period, i t  claimed fa r  less derwent a q u a lita tive  change th a t 
v ic tim s d u rin g  the 80’s o f the las t created possib ilities fo r  the Negro- 
century. In  the la s t decade o f the es’ escape fro m  the degradation o f 
las t cen tury its  use became fa r  the ru ra l South i t  was used to  
more frequent again, the re  having keep h im  in  th a t degradation, “ in  
been 1789 known lynchings between his place” . When cap ita lism  is old 
1890 and 1900. W ith  the beginning and decaying, adapting to  its e lf  ev- 
o f the present century the num ber ery ou tgrow n fo rm — even slavery, 
o f its  v ic tim s again decreased u n t il i t  is  again a weapon on the da rk  
du ring  the present economic cris is  side of reaction, 
the Southern bourbons more fre - B u t le t  no one underestim ate the 
quen tly  w ie ld  th is  n w fu l weapon. fa r  reaching na ture  o f the social 

The above are cycles, bu t cer- <*ange th a t is  tak in g  place a t the 
ta in ly  no t ju s t business cycles. Present tim e, no r on the other hand. 
They are cycles o r periods o f g reat overestimate the consequences o f 
social change. The f irs t  o r K u  f e l l i n g  because th is  is  a p a rt of 
K lu x  K lan-Reconstruction period a. deep-going and fa r  reaching so- 
when the no rthern  cap ita lis ts  by c ia l change. I t  is  no t ju s t a math- 
means of m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  over ematmal proposition. I t  is a po li- 
fhe South were uprooting the sys- !'™ 1 f t  The na tu re  o f th is  per- 
tem o f cha tte l slavery so as to  1<K* *>f. jd iange  is such th a t though 
un ite  the country on the  basis o f ta r  gerater in  h is to r ic a l im portance 
cap ita lism , was ou tstand ing ly  no- than even the C iv il W ar-Reeonstruc- 
ticeable fo r  its  te rro rism  agiainst ¡Jon-Ku K lu x  K la n  period, fa r  
the Negro race and the vast num- le«s lynchings should be expected 
ber o f lynchings th a t took place, *« accompany the fig h t against th is  
bu t a t the same tim e  i|t was a f han^  not because the enemy is 
lia r deeper break w ith  the past th a t be tte r or more c iv ilized , b u t be- 
im m edia te ly preceded i t  tha n  was f aus1?'. Lom m unists f ig h t against 
the 1890-1900 period. T h a t period, )y™ hings p o lit ic a lly , by mass ac- 
though a w fu l to recollect when one **on’ J®*1 and 'vd* fo res ta ll
recalls it ,  considering the  great *na*ly  lynchings . . . . .  
number o f deaths th rough  lynchings, A !!d w h ile  we are th in k in g  po li- 
was the period o f sharp p o lit ic a l tacally instead o f m athem atica lly  
s trugg le  th a t was a p a rt o f the ” s n®t  fal1 1*l t °  th a t o ther ru t 
social change fro m  com petitive cap- ..^oorge M ilto n  s th a t says
ita lism  to monopolist o r im p e ria lis t w l^h the exception o f the pre-
capitalsm . In  the present period f ont c,ns ls  J be tw on tlo th  century 
o f decaying cap ita lism  i t  is  again has witnssed a progressive decrease 
true  th a t the increased number o f ln  iyUfhm gs, th a t the s itua tion  is 
lynchings d u rin g  the present econ- bette r and better, and th a t
omic cris is  in  Am erica reflects the under cap ita lism , we are outgrow- 
l'act th a t here too the great socia l i he fiendishness o f lynching.
Change th a t is shaking the  w o rld  disregards en tire ly  the fa c t
a t large is a ffecting the social struc- th a t under im p e ria lis t cap italism , 
tu re  in  our m idst. and ®ven th a t Phase o f w ith

„  . .  , , # .  . which, he is most acquainted, the
. r D7v. a rer ,fa lse!y . f o r m e d  phase when lyn<;ings were decreas- 
by the Southern Commission on the ing> the lynchi„g s  were also more 
Study o f Lynchm g th a t the Com- brutal> more dvam atica llv b ru ta i, 
munists, the banner bearers o f the th a t th  were more i r a e s s i  
new society, ^ r e  responsible flo r so th a t th e ir  )urposc o f beip in ^  
these lynchings ,and many are won- keep the Ne subord inated was 
di-ing i f  lynchings w i l l  no t con- served
tinue  in  the South in  the society I t  is  the he igbt o f absm.d it  t0 
o t the fu tu re . A  fa r  greater num- bolieve th a t the southern bosses 
ber no t conversant w ith  the forces w iII vo Iuntar i l y drop th is  reaction- 
m aking fo r  social change nor real- a ry  cap ita lis t weapon. I t  is equal- 

?  in  decay l y  absurd to  th in k  Communism w il l  
figure thiat lynch ing in  Am erica w i l l  p ick  i t  The Communists w i l l  
become a th in g  o f the past under d isarm  tbe bourgeoisie o f th is  p o li.

p ita lism . t ic a l weapon When they disarm
To get a t the tru th  one m ust them generally and w il l  Smash i t  

deal w ith  the nature o f lynch ing  in  the same way as we w il l  smash 
as a Capita list in s titu tio n . I t  is  the bourgeois state 
indeed a weapon fo r  suppression o f — GEO. J. SAUL.

Barbusse-Stalinist» Oehler Meeting In 
Capitulation Pittsburgh

San F ra n c is c o .-T h e  Feb. 27 is- P ittsburgh.— T lie  P ittsbu rgh  br.
sue o f the Westeim W orker p r in ts  a held a m eting on "S h a ll Fascism Be 
report, o f the Students A n ti-W a r v ic to r io u s  in  G erm an”  w ith  com- 
Conference in  Los Angeles. I t  rade Hugo Oehler as the speaker 
complains th a t the  conference in  on Sunday Feb. 19, a t the Irene 
w h ich  the Communists and Y. C. L. K auffm an Settlement. I t  was the 
“ played the leading r o le . . . in  po li- biggest, meeting ever he ld by the 
t ic a l guidance”  cap itu lated to the L e ft Oppositon in  P ittsburgh. The 
Pacifists. In  heavy type i t  states room was crowded w ith  sympath- 
th a t “ T lie  United F ro n t in  Los izers o f the Com m unist pa rty , so- 
Angeles was essentia lly a capitu- c ia lis ts  as w e ll as sympathizers o f 
la tion  to the pacifist elements.”  the L e ft Opposition. Comrade Oeh- 

T lie  a rtic le  po in ts ou t th a t the le r analyzed the rea l s itua tion  in  
main reason fo r  th is  consisted in  Germany and gave a defin ite  pro- 
t.he fa c t th a t the members o f the Stum o f action to  defeat Fascism. 
Young Communist League under1- He said th a t Fascism had not yet 
stood the tactics o f the un ited fro n t consolidated its  power, and i t  
as g iv ing  up the r ig h t to  c ritic ize  would no t be able to i f  the Comin- 
the action o f the o ther parties in  te rn  adm its its  w rong tactics and 
the conference. T ha t, the  a rtic le  issues a ca ll fo r  a rea l Le n in is t 
claims, deprived them  “ o f the r ig h t  un ited f ro n t before i t  is  too late, 
to  present our Communist position” . The speaker made a favorable im- 
As i f  a Communist position Could prCssion upon a ll present. M any 
be expected fro m  people who came Questions were asked and a long 
to revision of the “ th ird  period”  discussion fo llow ed w hich lasted 
tac tics  th rough the sw indle o f the u ,,t i l m idnight. M any subscribed 
Amsterdam Peace Conference. And f .o r  lhe M il ita n t and bought our 
besides, where is  the guarantee lite ra tu re .
th a t the p a rty  its e lf  in  its  revis ion k !  n  , . . ~  :
o f the yesterday tactics o f the P io n e e r p u b l is h in g ' T u n a
“ th ird  period”  and “ social Fascism” ------------— ----------------------------------------
would no t come to the ve ry  same T H E  O N LY  RO AD 
the “ day-before-yesterday”  tactics Everyone understands the im port- 
w ith  Chiang Kai-Shek and the An- ance o f b ring ing  ou t T lie  O nly Road 
glo-Russian committee, fo r  w h ich i t  by comrade T ro tsky. W ork on i t  
critic izes the Los Angeles Confer- bas been going fo rw a rd  as fas t as 
cnee. we can piioh it .  B u t we have been

T, . . .  te r r ib ly  delayed by lack  o f money.
Especia lly vociferous in  its  c r it-  We w ant to  make th is  short note 

icism is th a t pa rt o f the a rtic le  an emphatic appeal fo r  donations 
w h ich is directed against one o f and loans to  b devoted exclusively 
the paragraphs o f a lea fle t, issued to  th is  j>urpose. 
w ith  the help o f Y. C. L . and w h ich  npHR PITRI t c h iv t 1 i  a i m  m iv n  
demands “ the enforcement in  both ¥ hI  F M (s n ir if  ansi lo ffa»* Af  ik « it a iia »»« Wnen we p u t the question o f 
oeaoe r w t ”  l>™>- i nii s |C _K e lla&g loans and donations we do not pose

S e t  S h  Sof . t  Union s‘ig u e < rT h ^  has“ ! '

a  sifsji.sjsE ssr*“ - - -  «
th e n S h 1?  r ta S he ir ^ew ildertnent H ow  was th is  possible? Le t 
Western ° f  f 16 fche fig,ires sPestk- Since its  incep-
S S S n  t w  ^  n i6n tion  the »  bas realized the fo l-
npneo i m ' • T h? Kellogg low ing  sum s: fro m  comrade D.
peace pact is  an im p e ria lis t docu- M a rc u s -^4 5 .; from  comrade M.
^ H a i iW s eâ Sta°f  s tr®“ gthen i“ S !m- S p ithas^$4 .50 ; from  comrade J. 
iba i h° i d  . th ® vast col°- K ay— .$35.00; fro m  our' New Castle
TRb ”  8nd agal,,st the Soviet Branch— $10.00. T h is  makes a
um on- to ta l o f $94.50 in  loans.

We would lik e  to  know  who We ,ask fo r  on ly  $35.00. T h is  is 
would no t get “ d izzy”  in  these fo1 Paper fo r  T im  O nly Road. Is  
circumstances? i t  too much? We th in k  not. And

we expect th a t i t  w i l l  lie forthcom - 
___________________— L . GREEN. ing  a t once.
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Report Shows Fate of Germany Hangs 
In Balance; United Front Is Urgent

Continued from last issue
B u t th a t is on ly one side o f the 

p icture. On the o ther hand the 
p o lit ic a lly  corrupted S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy d id  no t hesitate to  en­
gage in  ligh tm inded m aneuvering 
In  the momenta o f fa te fu l decision. 
I t  publshed and broadcasted leaflets 
in  w h ich  the S oc ia lis t p a rty  and 
the trade  unions were called upon 
to  fo rm  a un ited  f ro n t w ith  the 
Com m unist pa rty  fo r  a general 
s trike . I t  d id  not address its  p ro­
posals d ire c tly  to  these organiza­
tions o ffic ia lly  as organizations. I t  
d id  not make any proposals fo r  
fo rm a tio n  o f un ited  fro n t organs. 
I t  d id  no t make any concrete p ro ­
posals fo r  the  conduct o r the  ob­
jectives o f the general s trike . I t  
d id  no t prepare its  own member­
ship and fo llow e rs  to  f ig h t fo r  the 
rea liza tion  o f the  un ited  fro n t, be­
cause i t  was no t meant seriously. 
I t  was on ly  a m aneuver so th a t 
the bureaucrats could say to  the 
Communists w o rkers : “ There you 
are. We offered them the un ited 
fro n t, h u t they d id  not accept i t . ”  

O nly the U n ited F ro n t Can 
Mobilize W orkers Power

The general s tr ike , now th a t the 
establishm ent o f a Fascist govern­
ment has become a fa c t, w i l l ,  o f 
course, be a ve ry  im p o rtan t f irs t  
step in  the s trugg le  o f w o rk ing  
class defense against the menac­
ing enemy. B u t i t  can be on ly  a 
f irs t step and even th is  f irs t  step 
cannot be realized a t  a l l w ith o u t 
the m ost complete w o rk ing  class 
u n ity . The C. P. alone cannot 
m obilize the w o rk ing  masses fo r  a 
general s trike . T h a t is  already 
conclusively proven. I ts  method of 
con tinua lly  h u r lin g  the slogan w ith ­
out proposing concrete ly how and 
when, by w ha t means o f organiza­
tion , a t w h a t po in t and around 
which issues, can on ly lead to  d is­
cred it of the slogan and to  demor­
a liza tion , n o t to m ention the  fa c t 
th a t the most reso lu te w o rk ing  
class section w h ich  responds is  in  
danger of fu r th e r  iso la tion  and de­
s truction . To speak o f a  general 
s tr ik e  w ith o u t the  social dem­
ocra tic  and average trhde  union 
workers is c r im in a l ligh tm inded­
ness, and i t  is  no t yet possible to  
m obilize these workers fo r  such 
action against th e ir  leaders and 
less so by counterposing Commun­
is t leaders o r the  Communist party . 
To reach such a stage fu r th e r  pre­
para tion  is necessary.

A  general s tr ik e  pure ly  under so­
c ia l re fo rm is t leadership w ith o u t 
contro l by the  masses through th e ir 
own established organs o f s trug ­
gle can have prospects on ly  of 
fu r th e r sell-outs and betrayals. 
B u t the socia l dem ocratic workers 
are threatened by the scourge o f 
Fascism as are the Communist 
workers. Even these ve ry  S. P. 
and tr'ade union bureaucrats are 
being forced tow ard  the w a ll, bu t 
pressed on ly fro m  the one side fro m  
th is  menace. They fee l th is  pres­
sure and fea r it .  Now they m ust 
be pressed also fro m  the other1 
side, from  the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­
ers. They m ust be p u t to  the test 
and exposed a t th is  c ruc ia l mo­
ment before the eyes o f the w o rk ­

in g  class and p a rtic u la r ly  before 
the eyes o f th e ir  own fo llow ing . 
F a ilu re  to do th a t spells fa ilu re  to 
figh t the tra ito rs . The means w ith  
w h ich  to  do th a t Is the  un ited  
fro n t po licy. The key to  the s itua ­
tio n  is s t i l l  the un ited  fro n t. Nay, 
i t  is  more, it is a matter of life  or 
death.

The Left Opposition Conference 
Appeals to Comintern

In  th is  fa te fu l s itua tion , in  th is  
hour o f m orta l danger, no gu id­
ance, no assistance, in  fa c t no t a 
word is  heard fro m  the Communist 
In te rn a tion a l. W hat w oefu l neg­
lect. W ha t c r im in a l fa ilu re . W hat 
has become o f  Len in ’s  w o rld  pa rty?  
I t  too is paralyzed, gagged and 
bound by the d is loya l bureaucratic 
S ta lin is t regime.

In  the m idst o f these develop­
ments the L e ft Opposition he ld  Its  
p re lim ina ry  in te rna tiona l con fer­
ence in  Paris, pa rtic ipa ted  in  by 
delegates o f 13 countries. O ur 
conference dispatched an urgent 
appeal to  the  C om inte rn fo r  imme­
d ia te  convocation o f its  Seventh 
Congress, w ith  the  L e f t  Opposition 
to  pa rtic ipa te  in  its  deliberations. 
We proposed th a t the m ain po in t 
on the agenda be the Com intern 
in it ia t iv e  fo r  a conference o f the 
Second In te rn a tion a l, the  A m ste r­
dam In te rn a tio n a l o f trade  unions 
and the Communist In te rn a tio n a l 
to establish a un ited f ro n t in  de­
fense o f the German w o rk ing  class 
against the Fascist menace.

Fascism has no t yet conquered 
Germany. B u t i t  has its  .hands on 
the ins trum en t o f power. I t  is  in  
the government together w ith  ele­
ments o f the attem pted Bonapartis t 
regime. Even an election v ic to ry  
fo r  th is  com bination w i l l  not fin a lly  
settle the Issue. There w i l l  s t i l l  
be a stage o f d iffe re n tia tion  w ith  
the Hugenberg and von Papen 
forces. However, these are not 
fundam ental and are e n tire ly  sub­
ord inated to  the  issue o f c iv i l  w ar. 
F o r the w o rk in g  class there is ye t 
t im e ; but every  day, every hour is 
precious. The fa te  o f the events 
o f the  im m ediate fu tu re  are in  the 
hands o f the Com m unist forces. O f 
these the L e ft Opposition is a part. 
O ur ranks in  Germany have grow n 
appreciably in  the recent p e rio d ; 
hu t num erica lly  we are s t i l l  sm all 
when compared to  the pa rty . O ur 
streng th  lies in  ou r M a rx ia n  p ro ­
gram  and the L e ft  Opposition in  
Germany w i l l  do its  du ty . We 
commenced a  long tim e  ago a de­
term ined fig h t fo r  the w ork ing  
class un ited  f ro n t Today i t  is  the 
on ly  way o u t ; a un ited fro n t from  
organ ization to  organization, Com­
m unist, Social Democrats and trade 
unions and the establishm ent of 
defin ite un ited f ro n t organs o f these 
organizations to  func tion  as the 
ce n tra lly  d irec tin g  force in  the 
strugg le  fo r  defense against the 
Fascist enemy. W ith in  these o r­
gans, w ith in  th is  un ited fro n t, the 
Communist solution w i l l  be pro­
posed and fou gh t fo r. T h a t is the 
road to  the Soviets. T h a t is the 
only road.

— AR N E  SW ABKCK. 
February 11. 1933

S. P. Conference
(Continued from Page 1) ~

Again the spokesman appeared 
on the p la tfo rm  and now w ith  the 
report o f the C redentia l Com m it­
tee he announced th a t the o rig in a l 
committee o f ten had enlarged i t ­
self to  the num ber o f 30. A t  th is  
po in t a delegate fro m  Carpenters’ 
L. U. 2717 and I  protested against 
such procedure, b u t surrounded by 
strong arm  men we were qu ick ly  
shoved back in  o u r setas. The 
spokesman also announced th a t be­
cause o f the lack o f tim e, the reso­
lu tio n  on unemployment insurance 
as w e ll as a l l other' resolutions 
handed in  by various delegates 
would have to be taken under con­
sidera tion a t some tim e by the com­
m ittee o f 30, and th a t the com m it­
tee w ou ld  also arrange fo r  a con­
ference a t A lbany. The conference 
endorsed the C inc inna ti A . F. L. 
insurance b ill.

A ga in  X stood up and th is  tim e 
was recognized by the chairm an. 
1 asked th a t a l l resolutions be read 
off before the delegates and be 
voted on. 1 reported th a t the reso­
lu tio n  fro m  m y local un ion con­
ta ined on appeal to  the delegates to 
th is  conference to  merge w ith  the 
prov is iona l A. F. L . com m ittee fo r 
unemployment re lie f a t 799 Broad­
way, I  a lso pointed ou t how use­
less the aim s o f th is  conference 
were when they seek to  co-operate 
w ith  such discred ited types as Com- 
merfor'd, Broach, Green and Co., 
who fo r  years were checking the 
workers in  every progessive step, 
but before I  was able to  fin ish  I  
was pu lled and pushed back in  my 
seat again. The delegate fro m  Car’- 
pented L. U. 2717 who proposed 
“ th a t a t least one bu ild in g  trade 
w orker be on the reso lution com­
m ittee because o f special problem 
o f demanding public w orks as 
pa rt o f re lie f”  was treated in  the 
same manner. In  summing up th is  
conference I  can no t see why my 
L. U. was inv ited  to pa rtic ipa te  in  
th is  conference, and th is  applies to 
a ll other delegates. There was no 
discussion on a s ing le  po in t o f the 
question. N o t a s ingle proposal 
heard o f by any o f the delegates. 
No one o f the delegates was elect­
ed on the committee and I  m ay add 
the whole a ffa ir1, the re fo re  was o f 
no concern to  most o f the delegates 
—except fo r  a bunch o f tr ic k y  p o li­
tic ians and job seekers.

— W. H . H E R R M A N N .

Oehler Tour:
St. Louis, Mo.—March 4, 5 

Illinois Coal FM ds—March 6, etc.

Student's Strike
(Continued from Page 1)

flag  pole. W ith  how ls and  physical 
a ttacks they attem pted to  tea r the 
banners, in  w h ich  they succeeded 
in  p a rt and prevented the speakers 
fro m  addressing the students ou 
the campus.

U n fo rtu na te ly  the s tr ik e  a t C ity  
College was no t very w e ll prepar­
ed. Called scarcely w ith  more than 
a difcy’s preparation the s tr ik e  could 
not take on the broad character and 
fo rce fu l effect i t  m ig h t otherw ise 
have had. The s tr ik e  committees 
were poorly organized i f  a t a ll,  and 
did  not show a clear understanding 
o f w ha t move to  make next. N o t 
enough students had been reached In  
advance' to, f irs tly , sound ou t th e ir  
response, and, secondly, to  ascer­
ta in  th e ir  support. F urthe rm ore  
by more c a re fu lly  detailed plans 
much o f the hectic fea tures w h ich  
detracted fro m  the serious na ture  
o f the events could have been 
avoided. However the s tr ik e  w i l l  
rem ain a memorable event in  the  
figh t o f the C ity  students, as w e ll 
as those a t o ther in s titu tion s , fo r  
recogn ition o f th e ir  r ig h ts . The 
evening s tr ik e , w h ich  suffered fro m  
the same fau lts , gathered about 500 
demonstrators.

The s tr ik e  a t N . Y. U. was ob­
viously bette r prepared aside fro m  
certa in  factors th a t made i t  eas­
ie r to  ca ll. Here the students were 
ins is ting  on the r ig h t  o f the  ed ito r 
o f the D aily News, school paper, to  
free ly  express his op in ion and to  
take his stand in  fa vo r o f the s tu ­
dent body. The D aily had made 
accusations against the  a th le tic  
committee fo r  m ishandling an In ­
ju red  ath lete. To th is  the school 
au thorities  responded w ith  suspen­
sion o f the paper. B efore the  s tr ik e  
liad  been called the  proper pre­
paration had taken place. Conse- 
qently  greater numbers o f student 
were involved.

T h a t in  a “ lib e ra l”  school like  
N. Y. U. the students are pressed 
to  take s tr ik e  action, and th a t they 
stand ready to pursue such action, 
as they were in  Colum bia U n ive r­
s ity  las t year, another “ lib e ra l”  
school w ith  upper class enrollm ent. 
Is a healthy sign. Even in  the c ity  
owned colleges where academic 
freedom  is so much more suppress­
ed, i t  is  unusual fo r  students to  
leave classes. I t  is  to be hoped 
th a t tak in g  measures wh ich are 
the n a tu ra l instrum ents o f the 
w o rk ing  class in  its  resistance to 
cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion , w i l l  he lp to 
id e n tify  m ore c lose ly the students 
w ith  the strugg le  o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t. In  th a t alone rests the  f u l l  
value o f the action taken by  the 
C ity  College and N. Y. U. students.


