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C. I. Turn to the United Front in Germany
The Executive Committee o f the 

Communist In te rn a tion a l has made 
a d is tin c t tu rn  in  the po licy of the 
united fron t. Now th a t its  M an i
festo o f M arch ti has fin a lly  been 
made public in the U n ited States, 
it is  possible to give a more de
ta iled and thorough eva luation of 
its  significance.

Three days before the publica
tion  o f the M anifesto in  the D a ily  
W orker, its  new ed ito r Sam Don 
declared in the leading ed ito ria l of 
March 15, 1933 th a t no tu rn  a t a ll 
had been made by the Communist 
In te rna tiona l, that, the categorical 
refusa l to make a united front, 
"w ith  the social dem ocratic lead
ers”  remained the po licy o f S ta l
inism. The copy o f the M anifesto 
came yhe fo llo w in g  day— not 
through the regular channels to 
the Centra l Executive o f the pa rty , 
but in  the fo rm  o f a copy of 
the London D a ily  W orker which 
had, in  tu rn , transla ted i t  from  
the P a ris  L ’H um anite. fo r ty -  
e igh t hours—-enough tim e, in  the 
e d ito r’s opinion, fo r  h is  readers to 
fo rge t w hat he said on the 15th—  
were a llow ed to elapse u n til, on 
March 18, the M anifesto fina lly  
made its  appearance in  the columns 
o f the W orker. In  d irec t con trast 
to the D a ily  W orker o f three days 
before, and to  w hat the Com intern 
leadership its e lf  has been sta ting  
fo r  the past fou r years, the M an i
festo decla res:

"The Executive Committee o f the 
Communist In te rna tiona l, in  view  
o f Fascism w hich is unchaining

a ll the forces of w o rld  reaction 
against the w o rk ing  class o f Ger
many, calls upon a l l Com m unist 
parties to  make ye t another a t
tem pt (when was the la s t one?—  
8 .) to set up the un ited fro n t of 
s trugg le w ith  the social dem ocratic 
w orkers through the medium of 
the social democratic pa rties.”

Not, therefore, the "u n ite d  fro n t 
from  below”  o f yesterday. N o t 
the “ un ited f ro n t  over the heads 
o f the leadership” . T h is  tim e i t  
is the un ited  fro n t o f the masses 
“ th rough  the m edium o f the social 
dem ocratic parties” .

"The Executive Committee o f the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l recom
ends the Communist parties o f the 
various countries to  approach the 
Central Committees of the social 
democratic parties with proposals 
regarding joint actions against 
Fascism and against the capitalist 
offensive’’.

Can there be any doubt about 
the  sharpness of the tu rn  a fte r 
reading th is  passage, and more, 
w h ich we ijuo le  below? A t the 
New York pa rty  membership meet
ing, reported elsewhere in  th is  is 
sue, Hathaway had the effron te ry 
to deny that any change in  po licy 
has been made by the Com intern. 
The bureaucrats o f the p a rty  and 
the In te rna tiona l, concerned p r i
m a rily  w ith  th e ir own to tte rin g  
reputations, w ith  th e ir  prestige 
wh ich events have so c ru e lly  un
dermined,, w ith  th e ir  posts, w h ich  
are endangered, are m aking a m is

erable a ttem pt to  preserve the j 
theory o f in fa l l ib i l i t y  by shouting 
to the membership whom  they 
have - bewildered and dem ora lized: 
We were r ig h t yesterday and we 
are r ig h t today. O ur po licy yes
terday was correct, so is ou r po licy 
o f today. The s itua tion  m ay have 
changed, b u t our line  has not 
changed. In  th is  way, the S ta lin 
ists continue to confuse and d is
o rien t the pa rty  workers, who are 
consequently rendered incapable of 
r id d in g  the w o rk ing  class in  gen
era l o f its  confusion and disorien
tation.

Is i t  rea lly  necessary to  prove 
a t th is  date th a t the frigh tened 
S ta lin is t center has been forced to  
make a tu rn?  The theories and 
practises w h ich  i t  dinned in to  the 
m inds of the Communist workers 
in  the las t three years— is I t  con
ceivable th a t they have already 
been forgotten? T o  refresh the 
memory, we quote on ly fro m  some 
o f the m ost recent con tribu tions to 
revo lu tiona ry  tactics made by the 
S ta lin is ts  in  th is  question:

Just a week before the  M anifesto 
appeared, the (“ E ducationa l De
partm ent, N a tion a l Committee, 
Young Com m unist League’ U. S. 
A .”  issued its  “ Paphlet O utline  No. 
1”  en titled  "W h a t Is  Happening in  
Germany?”  So recent is  its  pub
lica tio n  th a t i t  has not ye t even 
been discussed in  a l l the New Y ork  
un its  o f the youth League. On 
page 9 o f  th is  au th o rita tive  docu
ment, we re a d : •'4. F rom  the
above i t  w i l l  rea d ily  be seen w hy

the Communist Party of Germany 
cannot propose a united front w ith  
the leadership of the ¡Socialist Party 
of Germany. To do so would 
amount to making peace w ith these 
leaders and, therefore, w ith those 
whom they represent (capitalists) 
and would amount to betraying the 
proletarian revolution. The Com
m unist po licy  o f un ited  f ro n t  is a 
weapon fo r  s trugg le against the 
S. F. leaders, based on the imme 
d iate needs o f the w orkers fo r  
which the S. P. leaders w i l l  not 
figh t. F o r th i$  reason, ajll the
tra ito rs  from  Communism (T ro t
sky, Lovestone) to  b ring  about 
the un ity  o f the C. P. and the lead
ers of the S. P. is  in  the fina l 
analysis, a be traya l o f the Ger
man w ork ing  class and the prole
ta ria n  revo lu tion ". (O ur emphasis.)

W hat was no th ing sho rt o f a 
betrayal of the p ro le ta rian  revo lu
tio n  a week ago, w hat was no th ing  
else bu t "coun te r-revo lu tionary  
T ro tsky ism ” —is  now taugh t to 
the Communist w orkers as good, 
sound Bolshevism !

On February 20, Bedacht w rote 
in the Daily Worker ( ju s t tw o 
weeks before the M anifesto appear
ed in  I’H u m a n ite !)  : "Renoegades 
of Communism, T ro tsky , Lovestone 
and o th e rs .. .  .come w ith  proposals 
o f un ited fro n ts  between the Com
m un ist and Social Dem ocratic 
Parties and accuse the Communist 
pa rty  o f sp littin g  the w orkers be
cause it  insists on addressing its 
call for a united front not to the 
Noskes, the Sicheidemanns and the

Wells, but to the masses of the so
cial democratic workers.” (Our
emphasis.)

Could the difference between 
good Bolshevism  and ' T ro tsky is t 
renegacy be pu t more b lu n tly  and 
unm istakably?

The January 15, 1933 issue of 
the Communist In te rn a tio n a l re
p rin ted  Thaelm ann’s speech a t the 
12th Plenum in  w h ich  he specific
a lly  condemns the B e rlin  d is tr ic t 
o f the p a rty  fo r  proposing to  the 
social democracy "a  jo in t  demon
s tra tion  against Fascism ”  —  a 
thorough ly correct proposal— and 
un like  the M anifesto o f the  Com
in te rn , a timely proposal, less tim e
ly  than when i t  was made by the 
L e ft  Opposition, b u t s t i l l  more 
tim e ly  than the present M anifesto.

“ T ro tsky ” , declared Thaelmann, 
“ said as fo llow s to  quote h im  word 
fo r  w o rd : ‘One m ust ac tua lly  de
cla re  complete readiness to fo rm  a 
bloc w ith  the social democratic 
against Fascism ___ One m ust com
pel social democracy to  fo r  a bloc 
against the Fascists.’ This policy 
would mean,’’ Thaelm ann concluded 
ealum nly, “that we would abandon 
our correct Bolshevik policy.”

How b itte r ly  one m ust reflect 
upon the fa c t th a t th is  obstinate 
fa ilu re  by Thaelm ann and the Com
in te rn  leaders to  ^abandon our 
correct Bolshevik po licy ”  ( i.  e., the 
thoroughly w rong S ta lin is t po licy) 
in  good tim e, is  being pa id fo r at 
the present moment by Thaelm ann 
h im se lf and thousands o f other 
courageous pro le ta rian  revo lu tion 

ists who are in  the to ils  o f the 
Fascist te rro r. H o w  qu ick  is the 
bourgeoisie to  take advantage o f 
our b lunders! H ow  c rim in a l and 
disastrous have been the blunders 
o f S ta lin is m ! W hat a d read fu l re
spons ib ility  rests upon its  shoul
ders!

And w hat scoundrels are those 
brass-templed bureaucrats who, fo r  
the base ends o f saving th e ir  own 
hides and prestige, continue to  be
fuddle the already badly befuddled 
Communist w orkers w ith  the re
fra in  : There is  no tu rn , we were 
r ig h t yesterday, are r ig h t today, 
w i l l  be r ig h t tom orrow  and fo r
ever !

B u t belated though the tu rn  is, 
cow ard ly  and evasive though i t  
remains, i t  is  c learly  a tu rn  in  the 
r ig h t d irection. Nevertheless, at 
the  same tim e  th a t the  L e ft Op
position greets the tu rn , i t  Is com- 
pelle4 to  d raw  a tten tion  to the 
cloven hoof o f opportunism  w hich 
sticks r ig h t out o f the M anifesto.

The social democracy, to  cover 
up its  cow ard ly  cap itu la tion  to 
Fascism, to  screen the cravens who 
fiee to  S w itzerland and renounce 
a l l p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity , have sought 
to  excuse th e ir  treacherous passi
v ity  by pompous declarations in  
favo r o f a un ited  f ro n t w ith  the 
Communists on the basis o f a “ non
aggression pact” . B y  th is  they 
mean th a t in  the period o f th is  
s ingu la r un ited fro n t,  the Com
m unists sha ll pledge themselves not 
to c ritic ize  the social democracy, 
not to  a ttack it ,  not to expose its

weakness, its  readiness to  betray 
a t the c ru c ia l moment, its  vac illa 
tions at a ll times. In  a word, the 
social democrats have been de
m anding th a t the Communist p a rty  
dissolve its e lf  in to  a socialist-dom
inated fusion, thus assuming equal 
responsib ility  fo r social dem ocratic 
betrayal.

W ith  ind igna tion  and contempt, 
the Communists have repeatedly 
spurned th is  “ clever”  proposal, and 
the L e ft Opposition, w h ile  polem
iz ing  against the S ta lin is t concep
tion  of the un ited fro n t, has never
theless supported the p a rty  whole
hearted ly in  its  re jec tion  o f “ non
aggression pacts”  w ith  the social 
democracy. Non-aggression pacts 
o f a s im ila r  na ture w ith  Chiang 
Kai-Shek and the Kuo M in  Tang, 
w ith  P urce ll and the Trade Union 
Congress leaders, b rough t about 
the destruction o f the Chinese rev
o lu tion  and the B r it is h  m ilita n t 
movement respectively.

Now, however, we read towards 
the end of the Com intern M ani
fes to : “ In  the adoption and prac
t ic a l c a rry in g  out o f these two 
conditions, the ECCI considers it  
possible to recommend the Com
munist parties during the time of 
common tight against capital and 
Fascism to refrain from making at
tacks on social democratic organi
zations. . .  The most ruth less figh t 
m ust be conducted against a l l these 
who v io la te  the conditions o f the 
agreement in  ca rry in g  out the un i- 
ted fro n t, as against strikebreakers 
_____ (Continued on Page 4)

The Second Five 
Year Plan

The Seventeenth pa rty  Confer 
ence, in  February  1932, approved 
the d irectives o f the second five 
year plan. I ts  annual coefficient 
o f g row th  o f in d u s try  was set at 
25 percent, whereat S ta lin  exp la in
ed th a t th is  coefficient would even 
be surpassed in  the process o f con
figu ra tion  and fu lf il lm e n t. The L e ft 
O ppositionists cautioned against re- 
eord-breaking leaps in  in d u s tr ia li
zation. They were accused of 
counter-revolu tion , and placed in 
so lita ry  confinement.

Eleven m onths la ter, in  January 
1933, S ta lin  procla im ed unexpected
ly  th a t the coefficient o f g row th  
du ring  the second five year plan 
would be, in  a l l p robab ility , around 
13 percent. None so much as dared 
to con trad ic t h im  o r to  re fe r to 
the decision o f the year before. 
Thus, the actua l resu lts o f the  firs t 
five yqar plan buried the fan tas tic  
p ro jec t o f the second five year 
plan,, before the la tte r  could have 
been supplanted by a new one. At 
present, there is no second five year 
plan at a ll. N or is there any pos
s ib il i ty  o f one in  view  o f the chao
t ic  cond ition  o f economy a t the 
close o f the f ir s t  five year plan. The 
Januray plenum sketched ont only 
hazy d irectives. Considerable tim e 
w i l l  yet be si»ent upon a fo rm u la 
tion  o f the second five year plan 
and i t  w i l l  undergo more than one 
change.

The current year 1933 turned out 
to be separated fa c tu a lly  from  the 
second five year plan. The contro l 
figures fo r  i t  have been designated 
apart from  the general perspective. 
Obviously, the concoctera o f the 
plan fo r  1933 sought on ly to m it i
gate those disproportions, and to 
p lug up those yaw ning gaps w hich 
were in he rited  from  the f irs t five 
year plan.

In  th e ir  reports, M olotov and 
O rd jon ik idze tr ie d  to  mock a t our 
proposal tha t 1933 be set ap a rt as 
the year of “ cap ita l reconstruc
tion  o f Soviet economy” . The re
porters c ited  as a fac t tha t du ring  
1933 new enterprises would also 
be undertaken. As i f  we had ex
cluded th is, as i f  we had made a 
po in t .of p u ttin g  patches on old 
rubbers, and not o f the “ recon
s truc tion ”  of economy as a whole. 
The strugg le  to  restore the d is ru p t
ed balance presupposes, necessar
ily , also new constructions, bu t un
der the head o f correcting mistakes 
made in  the x>ast, and not under 
the chapter o f p ilin g  up new m is
takes.

Thus, under the blows o f the 
cris is, which i t  d id  no t forsee, and 
w hich i t  does not openly adm it 
even now a fte r i t  has broken out, 
the leadership has been forced to 
re trea t in  the sphere o f in d u s tr ia l
iza tion  even as i t  had begun to 
re trea t s t i l l  e a rlie r in  the sphere 
o f co llectiv iza tion . However, i t  is 
executing its  maneuvers o f re trea t 
s tea lth ily , p a r tia lly , w ith o u t a 
plan, h id ing  the significance o f its  
own actions from  others as w e ll as 
from  itse lf, and preserving com
plete ly  thereby, even redoubling its  
methods o f barefaced bureaucratic 
commandeering. The new zigzag 
o f S ta lin is t policies is an unm istak

aide proof o f the profound disloca
tion  o f Soviet economy, bu t i t  is  
absolutely incapable of leading to 
a way out o f the great wreckage.

Bonapartist Tendencies 
in the Party

Against the background o f en
forced silence and irre spon s ib ility , 
the economic crisis becomes a dou
ble. tr ip le  danger. The more bank
rup t and despotic the leadership 
is, the more widespread becomes 
the resistance o f beings as w e ll as 
things. The ru lin g  c liru e  takes 
fo r  granted tha t on ly activ ities  
o f the class enemy are m anifest in  
a ll types o f disharmony opposition, 
resistance dissatisfaction, passiv
ity  and fr ic t io n  wh ich are engen
dered by objective obstacle, and be 
case o f m iscalculations and p riva 
tions. The bureaucracy, w h ich  up 
to  1928 announced the ku lak  danger 
was a canard orig inated by- the L e ft 
Opposition uncovers a t present 
a fte r “ the liqu ida tion  o f the ku lak  
as a class” , the ku lak  danger there 
and everywhere, w ith in  the  Soviet

(Continued on Page 3)

F irs t D a ily  o f 

O pposition

We have ju s t received the
news th a t the paper o f o u r Greek 
comrades, P a li ton Takseon 
(Class S truggle) wh ich has been 
appearing tw ice  a week fo r  a 

long time, is now a da ily .
Through th e ir  ardent devotion 

to the pro le ta rian  cause, our
Greek comrades have ra ised them 
selves to the highest level o f the 
in te rna tiona l s trugg le  fo r  the
ideas o f M arx, Lenin and T ro t
sky. They have extensive in flu 
ence over the w o rk ing  class. The 
p ro le ta rian  vanguard helps and 
supports them. Today they have 
atta ined th is  splendid re s u lt : in  
spite o f the double repressions 
o f the cap ita lis t bourgeoisie, 
w h ich has th row n  hundreds o f 
them in to  prison, and S ta lin is t 
slanders and provocations, they 
are a t last pub lish ing the flr3 t 
da ily  paper o f the In te rna tiona l 
L e ft Opposition.

We send them our' m ost f r a 
te rna l greetings. We w i l l  give 

them a ll the assistance a t our 
disposal in  the m arch towards 
v ic to ry , by m aking th e ir  s tru g 
gles known to the Am erican pro
le ta ria t.

Hathaway Seeks to Explain Aw ay  
C l. Turn at Membership M eet

A t a closed meeting o f the Com
m unist pa rty  membership on M on
day, M arch 20, the d is tr ic t organ
izer H athaw ay explained the u n i
te d 'fro n t to the pa rty . H is  speech 
deserves the fu lle s t analysis a si a 
typ ica l example o f theoretica l con
tusion, m is-statement o f the Ger
man s itua tion  and m isunderstand
in g  of the fac to rs  involved.

H a thaw ay began his speech by 
a consideration o f the ca p ita lis t 
c ris is  in  Am erica, bu t we pass over 
his false position on th is  score to 
an exam ination of the m ain ques
tion  before the meeting.

Tlie Hathaway Apologetics
A fte r  dealing w ith  the economic 

s itua tion  in  Am erica, H a thaw ay 
turned to  Germany. He stated th a t 
there was a growing feeling among 
our party members that the German 
situation was due to the blunders 
of the German Communist Party. 
In  answer, he attacked the L e ft 
Opposition fo r  its  defeatism. He

(funday
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TH E  BANKING CRISIS AND 
ITS  SIG NIFICANCE  

Speaker:
B. J. F IE LD S

Sunday, March 26, 1933, a t 8,P . M . 
at International Workers School 

H all
120 East 10th Street 

Auspices: New Y o rk  Branch, (O .)

characterized its  members as “ yel
low curs” , said o f the M ilitan t tha t 
i t  was enough " to  make any decent 
Communist, vom it” , and th a t the 
counter-revolutionary' propaganda 
of the L e ft Opposition “should 
arouse a lynch attitude in a ll Com
munists”. A fte r th is  subtle re fu 
ta tio n  of sound M arx ian-Len in is t 
theory, H a thaw ay attem pted an 
elaborate ra tio na liza tion  o f the 
German s itua tion  by means o f the 
theory o f  social Fascism. H is  
argum ent in  effect was th is : As 
the forces o f revo lu tion  grow, the 
forces o f counter-revolution grow 
correspondingly. There cannot be 
a revo lu tion  w ith o u t a counter
revo lu tion . From  th is  M arx ian  
tru th , H a thaw ay, and a ll other 
S talin ists, draw  the fa lse inference 
th a t th is  g row th  of counter-revolu
tion  is un ifo rm  and continuous. 
Thus it. fo llow s th a t H it le r ’s coming 
to power means no rad ica l change 
in  the corre la tion  o f forces, but 
on ly some in tensifica tion  in  the 
counter-revo lu tionary camp. Hence, 
at most the German p ro le ta r ia t 
has suffered a s lig h t setback. H a th 
away en tire ly  fo rgo t in  s ta ting  h is 
argument, th a t Fascism means, 
among other things, an attack upon 
a ll w orkers ’ organ izations, com
plete suppression o f the w orkers ’ 
press and propaganda, the loss to 
workers o f a l l  the ir' weapons—• 
guns, press and organizations. Th is 
fac t, w h ich  refutes the whole social 
Fascism theory, w h ich  makes the 
German s itua tion  so desperate, 
H athaw ay om itted. He said op tim 
is t ic a lly  : “ The German p ro le ta ria t

Kincaid Miners Up 
For Trial

Chicago.—The famous K in ca id  
battle  between Peabody’s company 
thugs, scab m iners, a l l armed fo r  
ba ttle  and the pickets o f the Pro
gressive M iners U n ion  has been 
sh ifted  to the cou rt s trugg le  fo r  
the moment. The resu lt o f th is  
figh t in  which f if ty  pickets were 
attacked by tw o hundred thugs and 
scabs, has been the ind ic tm ent o f 
54 members o f the PMA and the 
Women's A u x ilia ry  charged w ith  
law  v io lations of various kinds.

Tw enty-tw o o f the ind ic ted m in
ers are under charges o f m urder 
o r double m urder.

T lie f irs t t r ia l scheduled fo r  M ar. 
13, has been continued to M arch 25. 
I t  becomes increasingly c lea r th a t 
the Peabody Coal Company in  a l
liance w ith  the U M W A and the 
state forces are in te n t upon ga in
ing convictions in  th is  case. F o r 
th is  reason a mere court strugg le 
would be p lay ing in to  the hands o f 
the forces o f reaction. In  the in 
terest o f the indicted m iners and 
the PM A i t  is  o f param ount im 
portance to  prevent th is  struggle 
from  being sealed w ith in  the fou r 
w a lls  o f a cap ita lis t court th a t is  
bound up hand and fo o t w ith  the 
Peabody Coal Company, the Lewis 
machine and s im ila r  interests. 
W hat add itiona l examples are 
needed to prove th is, than the re
fusa l o f the Sheriff in  C hris tian  
County to  accept the w a rra n t 
sworn ou t fo r  the arrest o f one 
o f t lie  thugs who shot and k ille d  
tlie  w ife  o f the s tr ik in g  m iner, 
Cnm erlatto? I t  is  also s ign ifican t 
th a t in  the arrests fo llo w in g  the 
figh t a t K inca id  on ly  members o f 
the P M A  and the Women’s A u x il i
a ry  were rounded up. So, i t  be
comes obvious, th a t th is  a ffa ir  is 
another a ttem pt to  ra ilroa d  a group 
of m ilita n t workers engaged in  
struggle.

T h a t b rie fly  is  the background 
to the m eeting called by the C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union o f Chicago on 
M arch 14, and pa rtic ipa ted  in  by 
some o f the leading organizations 
in  the c ity . The aim  o f th is  meet
ing  to bu ild  a broad un ited fro n t 
defense movement in  the interests 
o f the T a y lo rv ille  m iners. Present 
on th a t n ig h t were representatives 
o f t lie  Chicago W orkers Com m it
tee on Unemployment, the In te rn a 
tion a l Labor Defense, the League 
fo r In d u s tr ia l Democracy, the So
c ia lis t P a rty  the Chicago branch of 
t lie  Communist League o f Am erica 
(O pposition) represented by Joe 
G iganti and A lb e rt G lotzer, and 
the Chicago C iv il L ibe rties  Union. 
A lthough  not presented in  person, 
the General Defense Committee, 
signified its  in ten tion  to  p a rtic ip 
ate in  the provis iona l committee 
tha t would be composed o f the 
above-mentioned organizations.

The meeting opened w ith  reports 
on the case by Tom  MacKenna o f 
the C iv il L iberties Un ion and G lot
zer o f the Communist League. A n 
in te resting  discussion followed, 
where agreement was reached upon 
the ca lling  o f another m eeting o f 
the prov is iona l com m ittee w h ich

Admission : 15 Cents (Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 4)

The Crisis In the Soviet Union

First Underground Leaflet of Left 
Opposition Issued in Germany

W o rk er s: O u t 

O n  S a tu rd a y !

A demonstration of the m ili
tant working class of New York 
is to be held a t 10 A. M . Satur
day morning« March 25, 1933 to 
protest against the murder re 
gime of Hitler-Hugenburg. The 
demonstration organized at the 
call of the Communist party, _ is 
to be held at the corner of W hite
hall and South Streets« hard by 
South Ferry, in front of the Ger
man Consulate. I t  is the ele
mentary duty of every class con
scious worker in the city to join  
in this first important public de
monstration to be organized _ in  
New York since the assumption 
of power by the H itlerites. By 
our serried ranks and united 
deeds« by crying out in a single 
loud voice our vows of interna
tional solidarity, we w ill help to 
make the Brown Shirted assas
sins feel the pressure of the work
ing class of the world« and give 
encouragement to the sore-press
ed proletariat of Germany.

The Left Opposition whole
heartedly endorses the demonstra
tion and plans to participate in 
it with a ll its forces. The New 
York branch of the Communist 
League (Opposition) has issued 
a mobilization call to a ll its mem
bers aqd sympathizers to partici
pate in the demonstration. A ll 
friends and supporters are there
fore urged to assemble first at 
the International Workers School 
H all, 126 East 16 Street, at or 
before 10 o’clock in the morning, 
so that our contingent may march 
in a body in the demonstration 
before the Consulate. Attendance 
a t the hall IN  T IM E  is urgently 
needed.

The M il ita n t has ju s t received 
the f irs t underground leafle t to  be 
issued in  Germany by the L e ft Op
position since the assumption of 
power by the H it le r  gang. To
gether w ith  the whole Communist 
movement, our b ro ther section in  
Germany has been suppressed; so 
also lias its  weekly organ, D ie  Per- 
manente Revolution. T rue  to  its  
revo lu tionary du ty , however, our 
comrades are continu ing w ith  th e ir 
w o rk  under the most d if f ic u lt  c ir 
cumstances. The leaflet, issued in 
Ham burg, is m imeographed both 
in  German and E ng lish  and is ad
dressed to a l l m arine and ra ilroad  
transport workers. We present i t  
here Jjri f u l l !

TO TH E REVOLUTIONARY  
PROLETARIAT

To the Seaman, Transport Workers 
and Railroad Men!

Under the insign ia  o f the bloody 
te rro r of the Swastika, the Fascist 
d ic ta to rsh ip  is being established in 
Germany. The streets have been 
cleared fo r  the  brow n te rro r  troops 
o f the H it le r  army.

Thousands o f p ro le ta rian  corpses 
a lready l i t te r  the path o f Fascism. 
M any thousands more w i l l  fo llow .

The te rro r of the B ism arck so
c ia lis t laws are being surpassed 
a thousand fold.

The exte rm ina tion  o f p ro le ta rian  
class consciousness—

The smashing of a ll w orkers’ o r
ganizations—

The robbing o f a l l  the democratic 
r ig h ts  conquered by the w ork ing  
class—

Back to barbarism —
These are the aim s o f Fascism.
A  defeat o f the German w ork ing 

class and a fina l v ic to ry  o f H itle r-  
w i l l  be the signal fo r  the w;orld 
bourgeoisie:

To establish the blackest reaction

in  every coun try  o f the w orld .
To w a r against the Soviet Union,
To unleash a new w o rld  w ar.
The v ic to ry  o f the German pro

le ta r ia t, however, would s ign ify  a 
tremendous im pulsion to the forces 
o f the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t in  its  
struggle fo r  emancipation.

The strugg le o f the German pro
le ta r ia t Is not on ly a strugg le fo r 
its  own righ ts , fo r  its  own life . 
V ic to ry  o r defeat fo r the German 
workers decides the fa te  o f  the 
f irs t w orkers ’ state, the fa te  of the 
p ro le ta ria t o f the whole world.

H it le r  w i l l  and m ust be beaten 
in  the in te rna tiona l arena. P ro
le ta rians of the w o rld , support 
active ly  the struggle o f the Ger
man p ro le ta r ia t!

NO T A  S H IP , NO T A  T R A IN , 
NO T A  CHEST, NO T A  BAG  IN T O  
H IT L E R IT E  G ERM ANY !
..Boycott the Germany of the 
Brown Terror!

In te rn a tio n a l so lida rity , a com
mon w i l l  to struggle— th a t is the 
demand o f the hour.

Demand o f a l l workers’ organ i
zations the convocation of

A WORLD WORKERS’ CONGRESS

to adopt a position on the fo llo w 
ing figh ting  measures:

A ga inst in te rna tiona l Fascism,
Aga inst the w ar in  the F a r East,
A ga inst the a ttacks on the So

vie t Union,
A ga inst wage-cuts and p o litica l 

oppression o f the p ro le ta r ia t and 
the colon ia l peoples.

The in it ia t iv e  fo r  th is  Congress 
m ust come from  the Communist 
In te rna tiona l, which must in v ite  
a ll the in te rna tiona l labor organ i
zation to jo in  i t  in  organizing th is  
Congress.

I.L.D. Allows Reactionary Lawyer 
To Injure Scottsboro Struggle

One o f t lie  b r ig h t spots in  the re 
cent record of the In te rn a tion a l 
Labor Defense has been the strug
gle for' the nine Scottsboro boys. 
The 1LD had the o r ig in a l good 
sense and courage to take th is  d if 
f icu lt case. I t  provided a good 
legal defense, b u ilt  a fa ir  mass 
movement and a good p u b lic ity  
campaign, won a series o f im pres
sive p a rtia l v ictories w h ich  saved 
the lives o f the boys fo u r times, and 
raised the issue o f a rape frame-up 
to the level o f a s ign ificant and 
clear' p o lit ic a l strugg le . I t  would 
be un forg ivable if,, a fte r a ll th is, 
the IL D  were perm itted to  weaken 
in  th a t struggle. T h a t there is 
grave danger o f such a weakening 
is indicated, among other things, 
by the IL D ’s fa ilu re  to  reac t to 
a statement appearing in  the New 
Y ork  Tim es o f January 14.

T lie  T illies  reporter states th a t 
M r. Samuel L iebow itz , o f  IL D  
counsel in  the new Scottsboro tr ia l,  
has divorced h im se lf “ fro m  the 
Communist ac tiv itie s  w h ich have 
helped c rys ta llize  sentim ent in  the 
South against the accused Negro 
since the IL D . interested its e lf in  
' the case” . A fte r  declaring h im self

a loya l Dem ocrat and p a trio t, M r. 
L iebow itz attacked the C. P. and 
“o ther rad ica l o rgan iza tions/’ and 
unctuously fla tte red A labam a’s 
legal lynchers as fo llo w s : 

Liebowitz’s Attack
“ I  am ___ fu l ly  m in d fu l o f the

sincere desire o f the good people 
o f the g reat South to give every 
liv in g  th in g  on God’s green earth 
a square deal. I f  these men rea lly  
com m itted th is  atrocious c r im e .. .  
they should suffer the pe n a lty . . . .  
On the other hand, i f  these g ir ls  
are m aking fa lse accusations, then 
I  know th a t there Is no t a red- 
blooded, upstanding Am erican c it 
izen below the Mason-Dixon line  
who w il l  not p ray w ith  heart and 
soul fo r  th e ir  acqu itta l. I  cannot 
subscribe to  w hat in  some quarters 
is the p re va ilin g  notion,, th a t the 
Southerner w i l l  n o t g ive these 
Negro youths an absolutely fa ir  
chance fo r th e ir  lives” .

A t  the same tim e, M r. L iebow itz  
gave the Tim es a copy o f a le tte r 
o f Jan. 9 w h ich  he had sent to  
the IL D . T here in  he stated th a t 
he enters the case “ to  he lp  keep

(Continued on Page 3)

The in te rna tiona l idea of the pro
le ta r ia t m ust become an interna
tionalism of deeds. Force the in
te rna tiona l labor organizations to 
common action.

L e ft Opposition o f the 
Communist P arty  of Ger

many ( Bolshe v ik -L en in is ts ) .

New 'Work 

Entertainment

The F iftieth  Anniversary of K an  

Marx w ill be Celebrated at the

Headquarters o f the 

IN TER N ATIO NA L WORKERS 

SCHOOL

126 East 16th Street 

on Saturday, March 25, 8 P. M .

Admission: 15 Cents

Auspices: New York branch of the 
Communist League of America 

(Opposition)

SPEAKERS: 
JAMES P. CANNON 
M AX SHACHTMAN  
M A RTIN  ABERN

Stuyvesant Casino
2nd Avenue and 9th Street 

ADM ISSION 15 CENTS

FR ID A Y  MARCH 31, 1933 
at 8 P. M.

Auspices: N. Y. Branch, Communist 
League of America (Opposition)

LEO N T R O T S K Y

A l a r m  Signal
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LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

New League Branch 
In Springfield

S pringfie ld , 111.— A  new branch 
of the L e ft Oppositon was organ
ized here last n igh t w ith  s ix  cha r
te r  members. Comrade Hugo Oeh- 
ler, member o f the N a tiona l Com
m ittee  o f the Communist League 
was present a t the m eeting and 
gave an explanation o f the p r in 
ciples o f the L e ft Opposition. The 
new members are a l l m iners, active 
members o f the Progressive M iners 
o f America. The f irs t  a c tiv ity  of 
the new branch w i l l  be the organ i
zation o f a pub lic  mass meeting on 
the German c ris is  on M arch 19 w ith  
comrade Oehler as the m ain speak
er. We have a considerable num 
ber of o ther contacts whom  we ex
pect to  draw  in to  the organization. 
Plans are being made to s ta rt a 
s tudy class fo r  the new members 
in  Communist fundam entals.

The s trugg le o f the Progressive 
M iners Union against the Peabody 
Coal Company and the strike-b reak
in g  ac tiv itie s  o f the Lew is gang is 
s t i l l  rag ing fu r io u s ly  here. The 
new branch o f the L e ft Opposition 
w i l l  give a good account of its e lf  
in  th is  strugg le as w y ll as in  a ll 
the other a ffa irs  of the Progressive 
M iners. The L e ft Opposition has 
carried on its  propaganda w o rk  and 
has made its  ideas on po licy  fe lt 
over a long period o f tim e in  the 
I ll in o is  m iners movement. Up t i l l  
now we did  not succeed in  crysta l- 
iz ing  the effects o f our propaganda 
w o rk  in  Spring fie ld  in  an organized 
form . The construction of a branch 
w h ich  w i l l  organize and regulate 
our collective w o rk  means a big 
step fo rw a rd  fo r  the L e ft Opposi 
tion .

— JOE ANGELO.

When one considers tha t recently 
there lias been a wave of te rro rism  
against the L e ft Opposition, the 
obvious conclusion is th a t the cam
paign is being directed by respon
sible people h igher up. I t  is no th
ing more than a desperate e ffo rt o f 
the C entrists to answer ou r M a rx 
ian argum ents w ith  the on ly wea
pons they have le ft— those of the 
club.

The Chicago branch of the L e ft 
Opposition is p ro testing  to the 
p a rty  officials in  a fo rm a l le tte r in  
w h ich  it. points o tu  the dangerous 
poss ib ility  as w e ll as the fu r th e r  
besm irchment of the name of the 
Communism on the pa rt of S ta lin 
is t bureaucrats.

Chicago Stalinist Again 
Try Gangsterism

Chicago. —  S ta lin is t gangsters, 
la s t Wednesday n igh t appeared at 
a session o f the class in  “ Theore
t ic a l System of M arx ism ’’ conduct
ed by comrade G iganti. The gang
sters were armed w ith  blaekacks 
and clubs and came fo r  the purpose 
of smashing the heads o f the 
“ counter-revo lu tionary T ro ts k y is t” 
students.

Red Crack, YC L member' and 
leader of the crew, came up before 
the session started  and to ld  the 
comrades present th a t he was g iv ing  
them h a lf an hour to  beat i t  out 
o f the neighborhood, a t the end of 
w h ich  tim e he was coming back 
up w ith  a gang. Our comrades, 
however, refused to be terrorized 
and the class was opened as usual. 
W h ile  the m eeting was going on 
in  marched Red Crude and his crew 
o f toughs, a l l YC L and p a rty  mem 
bers. The in s tru c to r asked them 
w h a t they wanted, to w h ich  they 
made no answer. However, in  o r
der to avoid provocations G iganti 
to ld  them they could rem ain to 
lis ten in. provided they kept s ilen t 
and made no noise.

However, in  a l i t t le  while , t ir in g  
o f the knowledge tha t was being 
propounded, they le ft the room 
s ta tin g  th a t they were w a iting  
outside where they would get us. 
The session proceeded to a regular' 
close. In  the meantime the young 
toughs w ith - clubs and blackjacks 
were s lin k in g  around the entrances. 
O ur comrades decided th a t th is  
should not be a one-sided affair., 
and im m ediate ly proceeded to im- 
provize clubs out o f cha ir legs. 
V iew ing  the de term ination of our 
comrades w ith  evident apprehen
sion, Red C ruck’s arm y thought i t  
best to disappear leaving th e ir  re 
doubtable leader to face the hos
t i l i t ie s  together w ith  a creature by 
the name o f Ben B row n, an in d iv i
dual who is said to  be a t the pre
sent tim e one of the leading pa rty  
members of th is  c ity .

As our comrades marched out of 
the h a ll in to  the s idew a lk Red 
C ruck and B row n advanced w ith  
open knives in  hand w ith  th e ir  
faces le e rin g ; bu t soon th a t look 
changed to fea r as they saw th a t 
our comrades were not in  the 
s ligh test b it  cowed. The la s t re
m a in ing  member o f Red’s army 
took to his heels and le ft Red to  
face the music alone. Red subm it
ted to  a l i t t le  chastisement wh ich 
ought to be remembered on fu tu re  
occasions, should s im ila r thoughts 
of b reaking up L e ft  Opposition 
meetings ever occur in  h is head.

Austintown Jobless 
Forge Ahead

Youngstown.— Under the direc
tion  of the loca l Unemployed 
League, the unemployed w orkers o f 
A ustin tow n have sta rted  to  move 
ahead again. A fte r  passing th rough 
a period o f com parative in a c tiv ity  
they Kuceedod in m ob iliz ing  th e ir 
forces fo r a s tr ike  today and win. 
ning th e ir demands. Here are the 
fa c ts :

A township trustee, Ohl, succeed
ed in  ge tting  liis  son, Boyd Ohl, a 
job as forem an over the  gangs of 
men who are forced to w ork  on the 
county roads fo r th e ir  meager re 
lie f. The older Ohl has never done 
anyth ing to make the w o rkers  like  
him, and the son was foo lish  enough 
to w a lk in  his fa th e r ’s footsteps, 
He kept apart fro m  the  men, 
thought h im se lf superior to them, 
domineered men who know more 
about construction w o rk  than he 
did, and bu llied  several men sm all 
er than h im se lf. T h is  typ ica l 
"boss”  went ju s t a l i t t le  too fa r  
F riday  when he s truck  a young 
defenseless w o rke r in  the face a f
te r he had provoked h im  in to  argu
ment by con tinua l nagging. T h a t 
n igh t an Enlarged Grievance Com 
m ittee m et and decided to call a 
s tr ike  S atu rday m orning, demand
ing th a t young Ohl be perm anently 
removed from  the payro ll, and su: 
gesting th a t he could w o rk  in  the 
d itch  fo r  his re lie f lik e  the rest 
o f us.

The Grievance Committee was 
out on the road where the men 
wore w o rk ing  a t 7 :30 Saturday 
m orning. The 30 or 35 men report
ing  fo r  th is  w o rk  “ re lie f”  respond
ed to  the plea o f the Committee 
g lad ly  and w ith o u t much persua
sion. The men a ll agreed to  s tick 
together and s tr ik e  u n t il ou r de
mands were m e t; the Committee 
promised to tigh t to  see th a t the 
men would get th e ir  grocery orders 
even though they d idn ’t  w o rk  
When the road superintendent 
showed up the Com m ittee gave him  
a w r itte n  copy of the demands and 
made' i t  p la in  th a t the men were 
not going to w o rk  u n t il the de
mands were met. The Committee 
then vis ited the R e lie f H eadquart
ers to see the State Investiga to r 
and tlie  Trustees.

In  the meantime young Ohl, 
whom the superintendent had ad
vised to go home, had gone to the 
County Courthouse to confer w ith  
his fa the r who was there on busi
ness. Soon the County Commis
sioners called the Inve s tiga to r who 
confessed th a t he thought Ohl “ in  
te w rong”  and th a t the th in g  had 
to be settled in  order to avo id any 
“ violence” . News reporters phon
ed a committee member fo r  the 
details, and la te r drove seven 
m iles fo r  the complete story. A t 
the committee's request one trustee 
was sent a fte r a th ird  one ; and 
we la te r learned th a t these two 
vis ited the scene o f the s tr ik e  in  
order to see whether o r no t we 
were b luffing. Trustee Ohl, o f 
course, d id  not make his appear
ance. B u t the other tw o  were an
xious to meet our demands when 
they returned. In  the R e lie f office, 
in  the presence o f many workers, 
these two trustees, B rick le y  and 
Shiveley. promised to ca ll a meet
ing of the three trustees on Mon
day and to  see th a t O hl was dis
charged. On these conditions the 
committee directed the men to  re 
tu rn  to w o rk  at, about eleven 
o’c lo c k ; the trustees are, of 
course, to  pay the men the fu l l  
day amount. And i t  was generally 
understood th a t unless young Ohl 
is removed im m ediate ly, as the 
trustees promised, th a t the more 
than 3t>0 men w o rk ing  fo r “ re lie f”  
in  th is  township would be called

out on .strike.
T h is is ju s t one step in  a very 

h igh ladder. The next step is  more 
adequate re lie f. The firs t measures 
in  th is  ba ttle  have a lready been 
taken and the A us tin tow n  Unem
ployed League swears th a t i t  w i l l  
use every resource a t its  disposal 
in order to ga in  another v ic to ry . 
More about th is  strugg le la ter.

— N.

Litvinov at Geneva
Opportunist Diplomacy Plays Into Hands oi Imperialists

Miners Hear Opposition 
O n Germany

Spring fie ld  111.— The Springfield 
m eeting o f the L e ft  Opposition on 
the Hanger o f Fascism  in  Ger- 
manyi, w ith  Hugo Oehler as the 
speaker, was attended by about 45 
class conscious workers, represent
ing a ll tendencies in  the c ity . A fte r 
the speaker had concluded, the 
chairm an, comrade Angelo, asked 
the p a rty  members present to  sel
ect a speaker, who would be given 
more than the regu la r tim e, so an 
active C. I ’, m iner comrade took 
the floor. He d id  no t deal w ith  
the German question but confined 
h im se lf.to  a five m inute discussion 
on the un ited fro n t from  below.

A fte r the question period the 
chairm an raised the question of 
the T a y lo rv ille  cases and pointed 
out the danger o f w ith h o ld in g  
mass pressure. The lawyers th in k  
they can take care o f the case 
bette r in  th is  way, and the de
fense committee is y ie ld ing  to th is  
fa lse policy. T he  m eeting unan i
mously went on record fo r  a mo
tion  ca llin g  upon the m iners of the 
PM A and the w orkers o f Am erica 
to proced to m obilize mass press
ure a t once in  o rder to  have a 
so lid  foundation under the cases 
when they come up fo r tr ia l.  The 
Peabody Coal Company intends to 
burn some o f these m iners in  the 
e lectric  cha ir. T h is  can be pre
vented on ly through properly  d i
rected mass pressure.

The mass meeting also took up 
the case o f Webb and tw o  other 
m iners who had ju s t been fram ed 
up and sent to  ja il.  The R igh t 
w ing in  the union object to  ¡Webb’s 
popu la rity  w ith  the L e ft w in g  rank 
and file  workers. They are not fo l
low ing up th is  c lear cut, class, case 
and defending the v ic tim  o f capi
ta lis t persecution. A  com m ittee 
was elected from  the m eeting to 
aroijse the PM A to  action on the 
frame-uj) and to  demand th a t the 
case be appealed.

Second Big M eet In 
Minneapolis

The Moscow D a ily  News fo r  Feb
rua ry  15, 1933 contains the fu l l  
speech made by the representative 
of the Soviet Union on February 7 
in  the Geneva Committee on D is 
armament. L itv in o v , speaking on 
the security  question, stated th a t 
the Soviet delegation “ is glad to 
say”  th a t some o f the French pro
posals, ‘i f  not a ll, have met 
w ith  fu l l  support’’ by the Soviet de
legation. L itv in o v  subm its a sort 
o f “ se lf-c ritic ism ” , po in ting out 
tha t a fte r a ll the tra va il, they find 
themselves at the same stage where 
they were five years ago. Accord
ing to L itv in o v , the Geneva Com
m ittee is to be blamed fo r tha t, 
because i t  does not agree w ith  the 
Soviet delegation th a t i.“ the best, 
i f  not the only guarantee o f secur
ity  fo r  a ll nations is complete dis
armament, or at least the maxim um  
reduction of armaments in  a short 
tim e” .

As to  the French proposals them 
selves. the Soviet delegation finds 
they “ give a much w ider in te rp re 
ta tion  to t lie  ob ligations assumed 
by the signatories o f the Kellogg- 
B riand Pact". On the basis o f tha t 
lie is again “ glad to be able to state 
th a t the Soviet Delegation. . .  .w il l  
be ready to  sign a convention in 
corporating them ’’ .

Thus i t  is p la in  th a t the Kellogg 
Pact continues to fu lf i l l  its  great 
h is to rica l task as an im p e ria lis t 
sand heap in to  which the S ta lin is t 
os trich  is p u ttin g  his head in  order 
to forestall the dangers to the b u ild 
ing  of socialism  in  the Soviet Union 
alone, thereby also preventing tha t 
treacherous heap from  crum b ling  
under the blows of the w orld  pro
le ta ria t.

Lenin defined the g is t o f oppor
tun ism  as readiness to sacrifice 
fundam ental in terests fo r  the sake 
o f p a rtia l and tem porary advan
tages. The fundam ental task of 
the Soviet delegation a t the Gen
eva and a ll s im ila r conferences, 
should consist in  one th ing  o n ly : 
to expose to the w orld  p ro le ta ria t 
the m achinations of the im p e ria l
ists from  the very tr ib u n a l which

they are sometimes compelled to 
o ffer it .  B u t a t a tim e when the 
S talin ized C om intern is qu ie t as a 
grave fo r fou r and h a lf years, the 
People's Commissar o f the Soviet 
Union is -substituting fo r  a tribune  
some other means w h ich  are “ less 
dangerous”  to the b u ild in g  o f so
c ia lism  in  the S ta lin is t fashion. 
T ha t exposure o f the im peria lis ts  
should consist on ly in  p laying up 
one o f the im p e ria lis t wolves 
against the other, u t il iz in g  th e ir 
fundam ental antagonisms and th e ir 
readiness to jum p a t each others’ 
throats, not fo rge tting  a t the same 
tim e th a t i t  is the Soviet Republic 
w h ich  they hate more than any
th in g  else.

To hope th a t these im p eria lis t 
powers w i l l  act as opportunists, 
sacrific ing th e ir fundam ental aim  
of overth row ing the Soviet Union 
fo r the sake of restoring  the capi
ta lis t  re lations there and thereby 
trans fo rm ing  i t  in to  a sem i-colonial 
country— one o f the very few  ways 
to  escape the revo lu tiona ry  conse
quences of the j>resent c ris is—to 
hope fo r th is, is to  act, in  Len in ’s 
woids, as a shyster po litic ian  and 
cheap dip lom at. Len in  gave tha t 
definiton. in  his speech on conces
sions, to those who would t ry  to 
u rilize  not the fundam ental d iffe r
ences between the im p e ria lis t pow 
ers. but the secondary ones, ex
ac tly  as L itv in o v  is try in g  to do. 
He is a ttem pting  to convince the 
old sharks o f ca p ita lis t diplomacy 
th a t the French proposals are ac
ceptable to t lie  Soviet Union, hop
in g  thereby to pu t French diplom  
acy in  a d iff ic u lt position in  rela 
tion  to its  old friends, the Japanese 
diplomats.

L itv in o v  is doing th is  a t the tim e 
when the im p e ria lis t French rob
bers are doing everyth ing in  th e ir 
power to strengthen the d ip lom atic  
position o f Japanese im peria lism  
in  its  p reparatory w ork fo r  an as
sau lt on the Soviet Union.

L itv in o v  did  not find a word to 
.say about the danger of German 
Fascism. T h a t was not, you see. 
on the a g e n d a .... — I,. GREEN.

H athaw ay a t Cemhership M e e t

M inneapolis.— The second large 
m eeting on the cris is  in  Germany 
was held here in  the M ayor’s Re
ception H a ll a t the Court House, 
w ith  comrade Oehler of New Y ork 
a m ain speaker. T h is  meeting fo l - ' fo r  the p ro le ta ria t to  tie in  a posi-

( Continued from  Page 1) 
lias been steeled in the struggle of 
1918, i t  lias been steeled In the 
struggles of 1923.”  He pointed out 
th a t although in  1923, 25,(XX) w o rk
ers lost th e ir  lives and the in su r
rection was suppressed, the revo lu
tiona ry  movement continued. W hat 
lie forgot to m ention was tha t i t  
took ton years a fte r 1923 fo r  an
other revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  to 
come in to  being in  Germany and

M in k  & Co.Expel 'Trotskyist' Seamen
A t the membership m eeting of 

the M arine  W orkers In d u s tr ia l U n
io n  on Wednesday, M arch 15, the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy managed to 
unburden its e lf  o f another “ d is 
rup tive ”  element. M ink, Hudson 
and company ra ilroaded through 
the expulsion of H enry  Weser, an 
unemployed seaman, on the main 
charge of “ T ro tsky ism ”  as w e ll as 
o ther subsid iary charges.

Comrade Weser had been especi
a l ly  spotted by the S ta lin is t hench
men fo r  his ag ita tion  on the w a te r
fro n t around the question o f the 
German cris is , in  w h ich he defend
ed the views o f the L e ft Opposi
tion , wh ich have been confirmed by 
events, p a rtic u la r ly  since th a t time.

A t the packed membership meet
ing, in  w h ich  the m a jo r ity  o f the 
pa rtic ipan ts  were avowedly pa rty  
members, the bureaucra tic  machine 
went In to  action against Weser, a t
tack ing  h im  as a “ T ro ts k y is t”  and 
charg ing h im  w ith  the ' a ttem pt 
to organize an opposition in  an 
underhanded m aner” . The crew o f 
hand-raisers assembled n a tu ra lly  
supported the S talin ists.

Comrade Weser, who lias fo r a 
long tim e been sym pathetic to the 
L e ft Opposition, has in  the  past 
been one o f the most active workers 
in  the union and in  the w a te rfro n t 
section o f the party . P a rtic ip a tin g  
in  a lead ing position in  the Morgan 
L in e  s tr ike  of October 1931, Weser

la te r on was prom inent in  the o r
ganization of the unemployed, coun
cils of the seaman, w h ich  showed 
especially good resu lts la s t year. 
Under the d irection the T U U L, he 
also took an active pa rt in  the 
organization w ork  of t lie  needle 
trades in d u s tr ia l union and in  the 
s trike  of the A lte ra tio n  Pa in ters ’ 
Union, in  the course o f w h ich he 
was arrested, his t r ia l coming up 
in  the near fu ture .

I t  is not a t a ll strange th a t m il i
tant. workers, s ta rtin g  out by fig h t
ing  against t lie  u ltrapLe ft po licy 
and bureaucratic methods of the 
S ta iin is t in  the past, should, as in  
th is  case, draw  th e ir  conclusion 
and look fo r the p rinc ip le  causes of 
th e ir figh t w h ich In tim a te ly  lin k  i t  
up w ith  the strugg le o f the L e ft 
Opposition. In  is defense a t the 
membership meeting of the M W IU  
comrade Weser explained to those 
present the course he had taken in  
c r itic iz in g  th  leadership fo r th e ir 
d is to rtions and u ltra -L e ft putsch 
os (P h ilade lph ia , New Orleans, 
etc.) as one w h ich  had brought h im  
in to  fundam ental antagonism to 
S talin ism . He concluded by po in t
ing  out th a t a ll the outrages he c rl 
ticized flowed from  the fundam ent 
a l S ta lin is t position and called fo r  
a re tu rn  to  in te rna tiona lism  and
the displacement o f na tiona l so
cialism, declaring his support of | presented by the speakers.

lowed the M inor m eeting o f the 
offic ia l pa rty  by three days, a t which 
a ll L e ft O ppositionists were m ob il
ized to cover w ith  M ilita n ts  and 
hand b ills  advertiz ing  the Oehler 
meeting. T h is  was p r im a rily  the 
m ly place the branch d is tribu ted  

its  advertis ing fo r  its  German 
meeting, the large tu rn  ou t o f 400 
bowed th a t we p ra c tica lly  d u p li

cated the p a rty  m eeting m inus the 
most hard-shelled S ta lin is ts .

The concentration of 11 League 
members in  f ro n t o f the F inn ish  
H u ll where Robert M inoij, ed ito r 
of D a ily  W orkelr spoke, covered the 
bu lk  of workers attending the meet
ing  w ith  M ilita n ts . Near to the 
tim e o f s ta rtin g  the meeting, the 
pa rty  bureaucrats sent out about 

dozen strong-arm  ‘boys’ who 
-threatened to  f ig h t i f  we d id  not 
stop. They were to ld  about the 
w orkers ’ s trugg le fo r  free press, 
th a t they were facing a group of 
workers who were s t i l l  ready to 
defend th e ir  press a long w ith  the 
r ig h t to  d is tr ib u te  it .  A f te r  a con
fab, “ the gang”  w ent back in  the 
ha ll, we finished d is tr ib u tin g  w hat 
few  m ilita n ts  we had le ft, and those 
comrades selected to go in ,  pa id 
th e ir  dime, and also entered the 
ha ll. A fte r  the In ternationa le , 
the collection, Robert M in o r was 
introduced.

A fte r a few m inutes o f discourse 
in  w h ich he spoke sporad ica lly  on 
Germany but more on Soviet Union 
and the “ w o rld  rise  of Commun
ism ”  as against “ the decay o f 
C ap ita lism ”  we were to ld  off-hand 
about “ the te rr ib le  fa te  o f  the 
German p ro le ta r ia t” . A lthough the 
local cap ita lis t press carried  the 
announcement o f the C. I .  ca ll upon 
the Second In te rn a tio n a l fo r  a 
un ited fro n t against H itle r ,  M inor 
stuck to his o ld  guns, the resolu
tions of the X l l t h  Plenum. He 
explained th a t we have socialism , 
a lready achieved in  Soviet U n io n ! 
He d id  not m ention the “ offers”  o f 
a un ited fro n t to the social dem
ocracy. T im e and again he would 
break his speech to v i l i f y  comrade 
T ro tsky.

In  a d in  o f how ling  and hooting 
organized by bureaucrats, tbe mem
bers of the L e ft Opposition asked 
th e ir questions o f M inor. On the 
un ited fron t, socia l Fascism, So 
c ia lism  in  one country,, p laying 
w ith  the General S trike  slogan, on 
the ro le o f the Red A rm y. In  re
p ly  M ino r made cu rt restatements 
o f the S ta lin is t po litca l fallacus. 
"T ro tsky  says socialism  cannot be 
b u ilt  in  one c o u n try ; we say th a t 
i t  can be and is being b u ilt  in  
one coun try ” . . .  .etc.

Oehler covered the German p o li
t ic a l s itua tion  from  a ll angles; ans
wered dozens o f questions on a ll 
aspects o f Communism. In  the dis
cussion tw o  rank-and-file  leaders in  
the Unemployed Council spoke 
against “ theoretic ians”  and wanted 
“ action. Oehler in  rep ly  asked them 
i f  the Russian revo lu tion  w ould be 
possible i f  the Russian workers 
had such an a ttiu de  tow ard  
Lenin, T ro tsky , and M arx, and 
other theoreticians. These w o rk 
ers were no doubt P a rty  mem
bers fo r one had attem pted to  lead 
‘heck ling ’ ea rlie r in  the meeting. I t  
soon melted away before the Ideas

V. R.

tion  to seize power— and a t a d is
advantageous position fo r  the mo
ment, a t tha t. Th is fa ta lis tic  op
tim ism  o f H athaw ay and the S ta l
in is ts  is as dangerous as the fa ta l
is tic  pessimism of the social dem
ocracy. Ne ither perm its accurate 
analysis o f a s itua tion . The S ta lin 
ists have delayed because they are 
no t conscious of the meaning of 
Fascism, and because they fo rge t 
the rud im entary fa c t th a t a rev
o lu tiona ry  s itua tion , once lost, may 
not reappear fo r  a decade. The 
German p ro le ta ria t has been 

steeled in  the straggles o f 1918 
and 1923” ; i t  w i l l  survive 1933. 
T ha t is true, bu t— The question is 
not at a l l one of the s u rv iv a l o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement; i t  is 
a question o f w hether the revo lu
tion  is to trium p h  now o r be smash
ed fo r  a decade.

For years the L e ft Opposition has 
been po in ting out the danger o f 
Fascism being perm itted to conso
lida te  its  power in  Germany. For 
years the Opposition has been ca ll
ing  fo r  a un ited f ro n t of the Com
m unist P a rty  o f Germany and the 
re fo rm is t organizations to un ite  the 
German workers so as to be able 
to  resist Fascism and be in  a posi
t ion  to seize power. A ll th is  H a th 
away “ demolished”  by s ta ting  tha t 
t lie  T ro tsky is ts  say th a t i f  Fascism 
comes to power the revo lu tion  is 
lo s t !

H a thaw ay pointed ou t th a t fo r 
a succesful revolution,, two condi 
tions m ust e x is t : a revo lu tiona ry  
upsurge o f the workers and a sp lit 
in  the ranks o f the bourgeoisie. On 
the basis o f the theory of social 
Fascism the s p lit  cannot be said 
to  exist. The social democracy is 
s im p ly the L e ft w ing of Fascism, 
basica lly the same. B u t actua lly , 
when Fascism arises, the re  is a 
s p lit in  the ranks o f the bourge
oisie. Social democracy is the 
L e ft w ing  o f the bourgeois ie; 
Fascism its  R ig h t wing. B u t the 
bourgeoisie cannot use both wings 
a t the same time. When i t  uses 
the Fascist wing, i t  liqu idates the 
social democracy. Fascism, to  ex
ist, m ust break and destroy a ll 
w o rkers ’ organizations, inc lud ing  
the social democracy. Thus the 
rise of Fascism  creates a s p lit in  
the bourgeoisie, since Fascism en
dangers no t on ly the Communist 
p a rty  bu t the social democracy as 
w e ll, leaders together w ith  the 
rank and file. Thus, on H athaw ay’s 
own grounds, a revo lu tiona ry  s it 
ua tion exists in  Germany. B u t 
bound to  the theory of social Fasc
ism, the bureaucratic leaders of 
the Communist P a rty  o f Germany 
and the Com intern see the revo lu
tio n a ry  s itua tion . Hence they fa i l
ed in  the past both to un ite  the

the L e ft Opposition. I Dunne spoke With Oehler stressing

organ ization and lite ra tu re . The 
f irs t  down-town Open Forum  th is  
year was announced w ith  comrade 
Oehler speaking on Soviet Economy 
fo r the fo llow ing  day. F ifty-seven 
workers attended the Forum  meet
ing Sunday and heard more o f the 
L e ft Opposition program . Three 
workers expressed th e ir  desire to 
be members o f L e ft Oppositon a t 
the Forum . A t  the last branch 
meeting we planned fo r  fu r th e r 
recru itm ents through an organiza
tio n  d rive  fo r  members.

—C. FORSEN.

German w o rk ing  class and to s trike  
a t the stra teg ic point.

The C. I .  Turn
Now. w ith  the m anifesto of the 

ECCI, there is a tu rn . The M an i
festo ca lls fo r  a un ited fro n t, both 
w ith  the leaders as w e ll as w ith  
the rank and file  o f the re form ist 
organizations. T h is  Hathaw ay had 
to adm it on .Monday evening. B ut 
the theoretica l meaning of th is  u n i
ted fro n t and the change in policy 
o f the ECCI he en tire ly  ignored. 
He said, “I  state categorically that 
there is no change in the basic 
position of the Communist In ter
national as regards the united front 
and tiie social democratic leaders.” 
He expla ined th a t the M anifesto 
was caused by tw o fa c to rs : the in 
creasing sentim ent fo r  u n ity  among 
the workers and the treacherous 
calls fo r a un ited fro n t by the so
c ia l democrats and the T rotskyists. 
This Manifesto is sim ply a maneu
ver by w h ich  tbe Com intern check
mates the counter-revo lu tionary de
mands o f the T ro tsky is ts . Tbe un i
ted fro n t demanded by the L e ft 
Opposition was characterized by 
H athaw ay as one contingent upon 
tbe w illingness o f tlie  seria l dem
ocra tic leaders to  agree. Thus i t  
m ust be based on the lim its  of the 
social dem ocratic program. I t  would 
in  re a lity  make the Communist 
p a rty  a pa rtner in  the social dem
ocratic be traya l of the w o rk e rs ... .

Comrade H a thaw ay e ither has 
never read the proposals o f the 
L e ft Opposition (H e  lia s !— Ed.) 
o r else he has very  conveniently 
d is to rted them. From  the begin
ning, the L e ft Opposition has fought 
fo r a rea l un ited fron t. From  1923 
t i l l  1928 we fough t against the 
fa lse united fro n t in  w h ich  the 
independence o f the Communist 
pa rty  was sacrificed. We have con
sistently stated tha t the pa rty  must 
always rem ain Independent and 
d is tinc t. »Since 1928, w ith  the 
U ltra -L e ftis t sw ing of the ECCI, we 
have fought fo r  a rea l un ited fro n t

not the socalled un ited fro n t 
from  below, which is in  re a lity  no 
un ited fro n t whatsoever.

H athaw ay then elaborated upon 
the Com intern M anifesto ca lling  
fo r a un ited fro n t w ith  a ll possi
ble organ izations against Fascism, 
against wage-cuts,, fo r  unemploy
ment re lie f and insurance. He said 
i t  was the du ty  of a ll pa rty  mem
bers to fra te rn ize  w ith  members of 
re fo rm is t organizations, to  show 
them the call fo r  a un ited fron t, 
and b ring  a un ited fro n t  c a ll to 
every re fo rm is t organization, branch 
and local. Th is position in  H a th 
aw ay’s speech showed th a t the 
ECCI has made a t least a p a rtia l 
turn,, away from  the old un ited 
fro n t from  below. The danger is 
th a t the sw ing o f the ECCI w il l  
go too fa r  to  the R ight, as in d ica t
ed by the more than ambiguous 
sentences in  the M anifesto, P o in t 
C.

T h is P oint H a thaw ay in te rp re t
ed as a th rea t to  the re form ists  i f  
they v io la te  the un ited fron t. B u t 
he said no th ing to  reassure the 
pa rty  th a t the pa rty  press w i l l  not 
be »silent about the social dem
ocracy u n t il i t  be too late. As he 
in te rpre ted it ,  the pa rty  w i l l  not 
c ritic ize  the social democracy u n til 
i t  has broken the agreement c lear
ly  and completely.

The danger o f th is  un ited fro n t 
M anifesto lies in  its  fa ilu re  to say 
a word about the independence o f 
the p a rty  and the freedom to c r it ic 
ize the social democracy. Instead, 
the paragraph referred to  has a 
statement tha t a lm ost forb ids c r i
tic ism  and also a th rea t not on ly 
to the socialists bu t to  any Com
m un ist who dares to c r it ic iz e  the 
social democracy. A ll these points 
H a thaw ay ignored. A t  no tim e did  
H a thaw ay define the Communist 
position in a united front. The

A m bition  and hope characterize 
alm ost every young man, who, 
leaving h is fa m ily  hearth, enters 
the crue l ca p ita lis tic  W orld in  
search o f his fortune. A m b ition  
and hope makes his life  b r ig h t and 
happy. The young w orker, pos
sessing these na tu ra l s t im u li fo r  
w ork ing  and figh ting , needs no a r
t if ic ia l substitute.

B u t when am bition and hope fade 
in  the hopeless Ind iv id ua l struggle 
against heavy odds— the cold in 
d u s tria l o liga rchy and the boss 
class— d iffe re n t psychological char
acteristics appear in a w orker. As 
an unskilled  or sem i-skilled worker, 
w o rk ing  a t f irs t steady job, and 
afte rw ards losing one job a fte r an
other, he begins to  lose am bition 
and hope fo r  a be tte r fu tu re  in  
liis  life . G radually, as he gets 
older and becomes less productive, 
he is  pressed in to  the arm y o f un 
employed and very o ften  the arm y 
of unemployables.

T h is is the road th a t the great 
m ultitudes of worker's, who roam 
over our ra ilroads and highways 
in  a continuous stream, who f i l l  
t lie  employment-offices, cha rity  in 
s titu tio ns  and ja ils  in  our cities, 
have traveled ; th is  is also the road 
th a t the residents, who make up 
the population of H oove rv illes  a ll 
over the country— of shanty-towns, 
shack-cities and jungles, have gone 
over. F irs t a steady worker, then 
a casual worker, and fina lly  an un
employed w o rk e r : th is  is the lo t of 
an average Am erican in d u s tr ia l 
s lave !

These la tte r  in s titu tion s , popular- 
i ly  known as Hoovervilles, are of 
a recent orig in . They have sprung 
up a ll over the country near the 
big cities, empty lots and rive r- 
edges on ly d u rin g  the la s t few  
years. They consist, o f a number 
o f generally crudely, bu t sometimes 
s k il lfu lly  constructed one o r two- 
room shacks. which sometimes 
reach in to  several hundreds in  a 
cluster.

Its  inhabitan ts fo rm  a com m unity 
composed p r im a r ily  o f the afo re
mentioned average Am erican un
sk illed  workers, but du ring  the pre
sent g rea t unemployment cris is  
many sk illed  workers and even 
professionals are m oving in to  tbe 
"Shanty-tow ns” , men who are 
th row n out o f th e ir  jobs and con
stantly being evicted from  th e ir 
liv in g  quarters.

This last-mentioned layer of these

Communists can merge w ith  the 
social democrats w ith o u t v io lating 
any po in t in  H a thaw ay s speech.

H a thaw ay’s speech is interesting 
as an example o f theoretica l con
fusion and also because by its  v ic i
ous atacks and m is-statements 
against the L e ft Opposition, i t  
shows liow  much our influence lias 
increased due to the German s itu a 
tio n  and the about-face o f the Com
in tern. Many of b is rem arks con
cerning tlie  discouragement o f the 
p a rty  members, th e ir  c ritic ism  of 
t lie  Communist P a rty  o f Germany, 
the sentiment o f the un ited fro n t 
among the workers— a ll show tha t 
our correct c ritic ism  has pene tra t
ed deeply in to  the pa rty . The 
epithets}, the lynch demand, the 
fa ls ifica tio n  o f our position, a ll 
demonstrate how hard pressed 
H a thaw ay and the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy m ust be in  th e ir  attem pts 
to  answer us. B u t curses and lies 
are flim sy defenses and s t i l l  worse 
guides fo r a w orkers ’ party.

*  a *  *

Characterizing the confusion and 
dem ora liza tion in to  w h ich  the pa rty  
members have been th row n  by the 
zigzags in  S ta lin is t policy, is  the 
fa c t th a t out o f a l l the questions 
asked, none dea lt fundam enta lly  
w ith  the question a t s take ; they 
were a ll o f a technica l nature. 
Discussion, w hat l i t t le  there was 
of it ,  was of the same k ind . B u t 
the Communist workers w i l l  yet 
speak up, and when they do the ir 
language w i l l  be unm istakable.

— P A R TY  M EM BER.

International Workers 
School Notes

T w o now classes in  the New 
Y ork  In te rn a tion a l .Workers School 
are now de fin ite ly  under way. Com 
rade M ax Shaelitman’s lectures on 
the ’ ‘P rincip les and H is to ry  of the 
In te rn a tion a l L e ft O pposition”  is 
b rin g in g  a la rge r attendance w ith  
each session. The lectures take 
place each Wednesday evening a t 
the b a ll of the In te rn a tion a l W ork 
ers School, 120 East 16th Street. 
The admission i>er lecture is 15 
cents, and the public is invited .

Comrade Jack W eber’s class in 
“ Am erican W ork ing  Class H is to ry ’ 
meets each Sunday afternon a t 4 
o’clock;. Those who s t i l l  w ish  to 
reg is ter fo r th is  course have an 
oppo rtun ity  to do so a t the next 
session.

The class by M a rtin  Abern in 
the P rincip les o f Communism w il l  
conclude, a fte r having held ten 
s tra ig h t and successful sessions 
next Monday, M arch 27tli.

Comrade Cannon’s lecture course 
on Am erican Labor Leaders has 
been inde fin ite ly  postponed. Those 
who desire are urged to  jo in  e ither 
o r both of the two 1WS classes tha t 
are now under way fo r  th is  ses
sion.
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w ork ing  class elements, who have 
learned or who have been forced to 
learn through su ffe ring  t lie  class 
composition o f society and th e ir 
IK isition re la tive  to these classes, 
therefore being more class-consci
ous, have a great m ission to per
form  ; to study the psychology and 
interests of the ir fe llow -w orke r ; to 
approach them correctly in  order to 
educate and fin a lly  organize them, 
so th a t th is  section of the broad 
unemployed masses do not become 
lost fo r t lie  revo lu tiona ry  w orking- 
class who need a ll t lie  help they 
can get in  th e ir b itte r  s tragg le 
against the master class.

T lie  approach is a hard one. The 
citizens o f H oove rv ille  do not read 
anyth ing of consequence; they sel
dom th in k  of anyth ing  outside th e ir 
m iserable dw ellings and ha rd ly  
ever ta lk  o f tbe class straggle. 
They are devoted m ostly  to  the 
accum ulation of possessions w ith  
no purpose beyond the pleasure o f 
the game, or th e ir  own pride or 
van ity— as co llecting  useless fu r 
n itu re , c lo th ing, and cooking uten
sils which ttiey cannot use. These 
du ll, un in te resting , selfish, crude, 
human animals, w ith  th e ir  pe tty  
lives and narrow  visions, become 
absorbed in ragp ick ing  and drunk- 
enesx. They have d rifte d  in to  the 
Hoovervilles where they settle and 
become e ither passive or in d iffe re n t 
towards t lie  class stragg le and de
velop a peculiar anarch is tic  in 
d iv id u a lis tic  character or— degener
ate in to  “ lu in iK u i-pro le taria t”  tha t 
is, in to  the category of workers 
known as unemployables— tram ps, 
bums, vagabonds, po tty-crim ina ls , 
etc.— in  short t lie  down-and-outers.

To tbe question, w hat is the m at
te r w ith  those men, and how could 
they lie made again useful to so
ciety?— many varied answers have 
been given to the w r ite r  who has 
spent the las t e igh t months in  an 
East R iver shack town, by curious 
and in terested v is ito rs  who flock to  
these places in  singles and groups.

Bourgeois Explanations 
The bourgeois element usually 

says th a t the men arc too lazy to 
w o rk ; the laws, courts and police 
are too soft as regards begging, 
loa fing  and liv in g  in  shacks th a t 
do not pay taxes; and the ch a rity  
organizations dem oralize ra the r 
than u p lif t  the men, by g iv ing  them 
meals in  the breadlines w ith o u t 
w orking.

T lie  ch a rity  “ w o rke r”  says th a t 
t lie  .men themselves are defective 
and responsible fo r  th e ir  m is fo r
tunes. They have acquired bad 
habits, have lost th e ir  rugged in - 
d ivdua lism  and w ill-pow er. They 
indulge in drunkenness.

O f course the “ sky-p ilo t”  suggests 
fo r  the men to tu rn  to God and 
everyth ing w i l l  tie ‘•hunky-dory’’.

T lie  educator and m ora lis t preach 
tha t the m ain cause is the lack of 
general character-bu ild ing  and tbe 
presence o f too many sfieakeasies 
and d isorderly houses.

And fin a lly  comes the technocrat 
and expla ins "sc ien tifica lly ” : the 
existence of unemployed workers, 
w lio live  in  la rge numbers in  v a r i
ous hack-towns, is an essential of 
the present organ ization o f our in 
d u s tria l system; rap id  in troduc
tion. and pressure o f circumstances 
and environm ent in  general. O nly 
the "enrgy-ce rtifica te”  and the 
“ erg" w i l l  solve the problem.

The w ide ly  varied  opinions o f 
the cap ita lis t spokesmen about the 
unemployed workers in  general, 
show the com plexity  o f the pro
blem in  the ir m inds, and the lack 
o f complete understanding.

They do not. like  to  a d m it th a t 
the ex is ting  m iserable conditions of 
the w o rk e rs ; low wages, long 
hours and unemployment are to  be 
traced through the whole cap ita lis t 
system, w h ich is responsible fo r 
t lie  existence of Hoovervilles, and 
the production of hoboes and tram ps 
— that' is. the surplus labo r popu
la tion. They refuse to see th a t 
there is nothing w rong w ith  the 
men themselves; they are ju s t as 
human as anybody. They do not 
lik e  to  hear the on ly  solution, th a t 
o f tlie  overth row  o f the cap ita lis t 
system which w i l l  do away w ith  
these conditions— the product® o f 
in d u s tria l slavery.

How They Live
In  the meantime the residents o f 

the shanty-towns go about th e ir  
way. and do not m ind in  the least 
w hat is said about them in  the pa
pers. o r in  w ha t “ pose”  they are 
snapped fo r the tabloids. They are 
generally w illin g  and desirous to 
work, i f  there are any wages. B u t 
in the present unemployment cris is  
they are supplementing th e ir  liv in g  
by such means as beggars and 
stealing— “ ta k in g ” . A t  n ig h t they 
go fo r th e ir “ k i l l "  lik e  w ild  an im 
als. B u t th e ir  “ k i l l ”  consists m ost
ly  o f loads o f week-old bread fro m  
bakery back-doors, discarded vege
tables fro m  W allabout and W ash
ington m arkets, ro tten  fish fro m  
the F u lton  Street p ie r and “ n i
ckels” ’ from  subway entrance. They 
do not overlook also the m ilk -bo t
tles in  the ha llw ays and pastry- 
baskets outside the chain-store 
doors— though they usu a lly  take 
i t  on ly  in  such quan tities  as to 
satis fy  th e ir im m ediate needs. H ow 
ever, being w orkers they p re fe r to 
earn th e ir  liv in g  by working.

Some of the ind iv idua ls  are 
averse to  w o rk  because th e ir  ner
vous systems, by suffering and p r i
vation, are exhausted. B u t th is 
seeming laziness is no th ing more 
than a k ind  of defense reaction 
forced upon them by th is  ro tten  
system. In  drunkenness they also 
find a sort o f re lie f and fo rg e tfu l
ness. Rainbow-chasing is again an 
a r t i fic ia l men ns of m aking life  new
ly  “ hopefu l” . T he ir lack of a b il
ity  to concentrate th e ir a tten tion  
on anyth ing could be explained by 
the fa c t th a t they are worn out, 
and as a resu lt th e ir  w i l l  power 
has gone to pieces.

(To Be Continued)
—PAUL SCHWALBE,

The American Capitalist Paradise
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and collective farm s, in  tra c to r and 
machine stations, in  plants, fa c to r
ies and state in s titu tion s , in  party- 
organizations, even w ith in  the Cen
t ra l Committee itse lf. The “ damag- 
er”  is tha t image up against w h ich  
the bureaucracy stumbles a t every 
moment, w h ile  s ta ring  in to  m irro rs  
and fa il in g  to recognize itse lf. On 
the other hand, the d is location of 
economic re la tions and the ■ g row th  
of un ive rsa l discontent dokprovide' 
ac tua lly  a cu ltu re  medium fo r the 
b a c illi o f bourgeois counter-revolu
tion.

V io lently  driven inw ard , the eco
nomic d isproportions— firs t  of a ll, 
the d is jo in tu re  between the c ity  
and the v illage bu t least o f a ll the 
commonplace ku la k  “ rem ainders”  
o r the “ su rv iva ls ”  o f bourgeois 
psychology— augment the absolute
ly  unbearable tension in  the p o li
tica l re la tions of the country, im  
lad ling  the bureaucracy to  take to 
the road o f fu r th e r  suppressions of 
a ll Soviet social ac tiv ities , thus 
breeding the m a lignan t embryos o f 
the B onapartis t regime.

Repressions become the chief 
method of economic management. 
W ith  a l l the earm arks o f c iv i l war, 
the collection o f seed takes place 
and preparations are made fo r  
spring sowing. The strugg le against 
slackness w h ich is  bred fro m  s ta r
vation by apathy proceeds in  the 
fo rm  o f savage penalties. Shortage 
of food is m et by mass expulsions 
from  cities. The press celebrates 
as a socia lis t v ic to ry  the in tro d u c 
tio n  o f the passport system.

The helmsman o f the October
revo lu tion , the bu ild e r of the So
v ie t state, the B olshevik p a rty  is. 
crushed, bulldozed, trodden under 
foo t, demoralized, o r  d riven  under
ground. The d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
apparatus th a t smashed the pa rty  
has been supplanted by personal 
d ic ta torsh ip . ^Within the  appara
tus those are handpicked who are 
tru s tw o r th y ; fro m  among the 
tru s tw o rth y  are chosen the most 
tru s tw o rth y . No one, in  effect, 
tru s ts  any longer in  the “ leader”  
whose in fa l l ib i l i t y  has brought 
about a series of f r ig h t fu l m iscar 
riages. Everybody knows and sees 
th a t h is  own policies have driven 
S ta lin  in to  a b lind  a lley  and tha t 
he does no t know today w hat S ta lin  
w i l l  do tom orow. B u t the more 
the apparatus loses its  support in  
the masses, the m ore do those who 
are tru s tw o rth y  and m ost tru s t
w o rth y  iso late themselves away 
from  the apparatus, the more 
re lig ious is the homage paid the 
sagacity o f the “ beloved leader”  
The personal oath o f allegiance has 
com pletely superceded lo ya lty  to 
the  program . O nly those artic les 
and speeches are perm itted w h ich 
rehash the o racu la r m axim s of the 
leader. The voice o f the en tire  So
v ie t press has become the voice of 
sw in ish  and loathesome toadyism. 
One cannot, w ith o u t b lush ing from  
bu rn ing  shame, look upon the ou t
raged covenants o f the  p a rty  and 
the tram pled down banner o f the 
October re v o lu tio n !

Defense of the
U.S.S.R.

I t  is  self evident how im portan t 
are the successes o f in d u s tria liza  
tion  from  the view po in t of the tech
n ica l re in forcem ent o f the Red 
A rm y  and the Red Fleet. The 
w o rld  w ide s itua tion  im periously 
imposes upon the armed forces of 
the Soviet Union a ro le  o f excep
tio n a l im portance both in  the West 
and the East. B u t i t  is  precisely 
w ith in  th is  sphere th a t a po licy of 
illus ions would prove most danger
ous and c rim ina l. The Red A rm y 
is  not reducib le to  m il ita ry  
technique alone. In  w ar, bread 
and meat p lay  no less a ro le  than 
pro jectiles fo r  a r t i l le r y ; the horse 
occupies no less a place than does 
the trac to r. The liv in g  forces of 
the arm y have as a reservo ir the 
workers and peasants. The mood 
o f the  w orkers  determ ines the 
mood o f the arm y. Taken on the 
scale o f a m a jo r w ar, m il ita ry  tech
nique its e lf  is  a func tion  of the 
en tire  economy, demanding from  
the la tte r  inne r harmoniousness and 
a b ility  to operate w ith o u t a h itch .

I f  S ta lin  seeks to  ju s t i fy  the ma
te r ia l p riva tions  o f the to ile rs  as 
a sacrifice they place upon the 
a lta r  o f state defense, then th is  ex 
p lanation is as false as are a ll the 
bu reaucra tic  to ta ls  o f the f irs t  five 
year plan. In  po in t o f fa c t the dis
jo in tu re  between ru ra l economy and 
in du s try  h its  d ire c tly  a t the arm y 
and saps a t the w i l l  power o f 
the Soviet government in  the in te r
na tiona l arena. W ith o u t the acute 
d isorganization o f Soviet economy, 
the ex trao rd ina ry  insolence o f Jap
anese im peria lis ts  as w e ll as the 
free p lay fo r  the ac tiv itie s  o f Ger
man Fascism would have been im 
possible. The S ta lin is t re lig ion  of 
pacifism, o f the Geneva as w e ll as 
the Am sterdam  brand, is the re li
gion of weakness. Today the chiet 
defense o f the pro le ta rian  State 
lies in  the pu tre faction  o f w o rld  
cap ita lism . W h ile  th a t is  very im 
portant, i t  is s t i l l  an insuffic ient 
means of defense. In  order to con
quer the in it ia t iv e  in  the w orld  
arena, i t  is  necessary to re h a b ili
ta te  the economic foundation  o f 
the Soviet state.

The Stalinized 
Comintern

I f  one were to  leave aside fo r  the 
moment the conscious and uncon
scious damage done by the bureau
cracy, the onerous in te rna l condi
t ion  o f the Soviet Union is  rooted 
in  the economic backwardness of 
tbe country and in  the in terna-

tio n a l iso la tion o f the pro le ta rian  
State. B u t, in  its  tu rn , the present 
iso la tion  is the resu lt o f the po lic
ies o f the Comintern. The va in  
g lorious overestim ation o f the in 
te rna l sucesses achieved in  the 
USSR is ju s t as c rim in a l as the un
derestim ation o f the tasks o f the 
in te rna tiona l revo lu tion . I t  is  ab
so lu te ly  essential th a t Soviet eco
nomy be b u ilt  up, step by step, thus 
re in fo rc in g  the foundation  o f the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t and 
preparing the elements o f the fu 
tu re  Socia list state— but th a t is 
not enough. Should the European 
bourgeoisie ba tte r down the w o rk 
ers w ith  the club o f Fascism and 
re ta rd  the revo lu tion  fo r  decades, 
no economic successes whatsoever 
can save the Soviet Union. The 
problem o f ca p ita lis t encirclement 
poses us face to  face w ith  the 
strategy and tac tic  o f the Com
m un is t In te rn a tion a l, its  chain of 
m istakes and crimes.

W ith in  the USSR;, where the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy has a t its  d is
posal the m ig h ty  resources o f the 
State, its  policies could s t i l l  mas
querade its  bankruptcy fo r  a num 
ber o f years; squandering the basic 
cap ita l o f the revo lu tion  bu t not 
leading d ire c tly  to  catastrophic con
sequences. On the w orld  arena, 
where the open strugg le is com pul
sory against the social democracy 
and a ll o ther forces o f bourgeois so
ciety, the policies o f bureaucratic 
Centrism  have already succeeded in  
exposing themselves in  a l l coun
tr ies  and in  a l l quarters o f the 
globe, as the system atic, even i f  
unconscious sabotage of the pro
le ta ria n  revo lu tion. For the past 
ten yeans, the S ta lin is t leadership 
has con tribu ted no th ing to  the 
strugg le o f the in te rna tiona l p ro
le ta ria n  vanguard, save mistakes, 
confusion, dem ora lization and de
feat. B u lga ria , Germany (1923), 
Esthonia, once again B u lga ria  
(1924), China (the period o f the 
bloc w ith  Ohiang Kai-Shek as w e ll 
as a ll the subsequent po lic ies)* 
England (the  Anglo-Russian Com
m itte e ), Spain (the period of rev
o lu t io n )— such is the fa r  from  com
plete geographical inven to ry  o f the 
genuine deeds o f damage perpe tra t
ed by the C entris t bureaucracy in  
the sphere o f in te rna tiona l revo lu
tion. The g row ing  is loa tion  o f the 
Soviet Union cannot be compensated 
fo r  by any “ non-aggression pacts”  
whatsoever.

There has not remained a liv in g  
s ja it upon the body o f w orld  cap i
ta lism . Reform ism  has dra ined to 
the dregs its  fund o f beggarly and 
slavish sagacity, and i t  stands be
fo re  the p ro le ta ria t exiiosed in  its  
impotence, branded by its  treach
ery. In  the Soviet Union— as the 
S ta lin is ts  ins is t— the five year plan 
has been fu lf il le d , and socialism  
lias been absolutely guaranteed. 
W hat other conditions are there 
required fo r the Com intern in  order 
to overthrow  the organizations of 
reform ism  th a t have ro tted  to  the 
core, and to collect around its e lf  
the p ro le ta rian  masses and lead 
them to the conquest o f power? 
Concurrently, however, offic ia l Com
munism everywhere is losing posi
tions and influence, is becoming 
isolated away fro m  the masses, and 
is being forced out o f the  trade 
unions. A t  best, sections o f the 
Com intern now serve as thorough
fares fo r  the unemployed.

I ts  mode o f action in  Germany 
has been the tra g ic  zenith of the 
in te rna tiona l defeatism  o f the 
S ta lin is t fac tion . W ere one to set 
as one’s conscious g o a l; to  save 
from  d is in tegra tion  the crime- 
splotched social dem ocracy; and to 
open the shortest road to  power 
fo r Fascists— none could have de
vised a tac tic  more d irec t than th a t 
employed. S ta lin  placed General 
Chiang Kai-Shek in to  the saddle 
w ith  the fr ien d ly  hand o f an a lly ;  
as fo r  H itle r , he made the road to 
power easy by guaranteeing the 
d iv is ion  o f labor between the so
c ia l democratic and Communist bu
reaucracies ; screening themselves 
behind d iffe ren t phrases, they both 
have led and s t i l l  lead the ta c tic  of 
re trea t, marasm, and cowardice. 
The results are an open book. To 
serve its  class enemy under the 
guise o f  waging irreconcilab le  
s trugg le  against i t — th is  is  the 
curse tha t hangs heavy over Cen
tr ism  !

Groupings in the
C.P.S.U. and 
the Comintern

The course o f events w ith in  the 
CPS1J shows th a t the economic 
crisis has turned in to  the cris is  o f 
the revo lu tion, and th a t i t  is  fo rc
ing  its  way more and more decis
ive ly  from  below to  th e  tops, 
th rough the istate and p a rty  ap
paratus.

The exclusive S ta lin is t fac tion  
th a t is mustered around the pleb
is c ita ry  “ leader” , whom i t  has 
'ceased to  trus t, exerts its  e fforts  
desperately in  order to  m a in ta in  
itse lf. The f irs t condition requisite 
fo r  th is  is not to pe rm it the p a rty ’s 
awakening. Repressions against 
the opposition have now assumed 
a mass character such as d id  not 
ob tain even in  1928 when promises 
were given and taken th a t, a l l op
position would be “ liqu ida ted ”  once 
and fo r  a ll. N a tu ra lly  the ch ie f 
blows are d irected against the B o l
shevik-Leninists, the on ly fac tion  
whose a u th o rity  has grow n immeas
urab ly  and continues to grow.

Two most recent facts are p a r t i
cu la r ly  s ign ificant o f the s itua tion  
in  the p a r ty ; the arrests and de
po rta tion  o f the leaders, o f the L e ft 
Opposition who cap itu la ted about 
fo u r  years ago, and the complete 
and fina l cap itu la tion  o f the lead
ers o f the R ig h t Opposition. A 
few  months after the quite notor

ious deportations of Z inoviev and 
Kamenev to S iberia, S ta lin  arrest
ed I .  N. Smirnov,, Preobrazhensky, 
U fim tsev, Ter-Vagariyan and about 
100 fo rm er L e ft Oppositonists con
nected w ith  them. The significance 
of th is  fac t m ust be plum bed to  the 
bottom. Those concerned are old 
B o lshev iks ; they had b u ilt  the 
party , curried  i t  th rough  on th e ir  
shoulders d u rin g  the years i t  was 
driven underground pa rtic ipa ted 
in  the October Revolution and the 
C iv il W ar, and created together 
w ith  us the fac tio n  o f Bolshevik- 
Leninist.s. When ( in  February 
1928) under the pressure o f food 
shortages, S ta lin  made a sha rp  tu rn  
to the side o f planned in d u s tr ia li
zation, and o f struggle against the 
ku la li, an in flu e n tia l section o f 
the L e ft Opposition, became f r ig h t 
ened by the perspective o f a sp lit, 
cap itu lated to  the bureaucracy, and 
extended to i t  tru s t on cred it. In  
its  own tim e th is  fact; played a 
m a jo r i>oliticaI ro le in  th a t i t  
strengthened the position of the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy and retarded 
fo r  a long period the in flux  to  the 
ranks of the L e ft Opposition. Today 
we have the balance sheet of the 
experiment made by the honest, 
sincere and not careerist capitula
tion: a fte r deporting Z inoviev and 
Kamenv, S ta lin  arrested Smirnov, 
Preobrazhensky, U fim tsev and the 
re s t! T h is  b low  a t the top  had 
been preceded in  the course o f the 
past year by the arrests o f several 
hundred rank and file  cap itu la tors, 
who an tic ipa ted th e ir  leader?' in  
re tu rn in g  to  the road o f the Le ft 
Opposition. W ith in  the las t tw o 
years, a t ru ly  g igan tic  s h ift  has 
occurred in  the consciousness of 
the pa rty , fo r  the regroupings at 
the flop are on ly belated and
d ilu ted reflections o f the pro
found processes th a t occur
in  the masses. Here we have an
e x tra o rd in a rily  c lear il lu s tra t io n  
o f the power th a t is la te n t in  the 
correct and undevia ting  lin e  o f 
p o lit ic s ; isolated ind iv idua ls  and 
groups, ou tstanding even in  regard 
to  th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  qualities, 
may d r i f t  a t tim es in to  the camp 
o f the enemy, under the influence 
o f tem porary conditionsi, bu t they 
are forced u ltim a te ly , by the m arch 
o f events» to  re tu rn  to the old m il i
ta n t banner.

There is  an a ltogether d ifferent, 
but in  its  k in d  no less sym ptom atic 
significance in  the 100 percent cap
itu la t io n  o f Rykov, Tom sky and 
Bucharin . The p o lit ic a l cohorts 
o f these leaders spread fa r  in to  
the camps o f class enemies. As 
we had forecasted more than once, 
the sharpening o f the c ris is  o f the 
revo lu tion  could no t b u t inev itab ly  
th row  the Bolshevik and t in y  head 
of the R ig h t Opposition up against 
its  h e fty  counter-revo lu tionary ta il. 
The m oment fo r  th is  has a rrived . 
A larm ed by the mood o f th e ir  own 
fo llow ers, leaders o f the R ig h t 
craw led uncond itona lly  on the ir 
knees to  the o ffic ia l leadership. 
They were able to go through w ith  
th is  surgery a ll the  m ore easily 
because no m atter how acute the 
in ternecine fig h t became from  mo
ment to  moment, i t  nevertheless re
mained the figh t between L e ft and 
R ig h t shadings in  the camp o f bu
reaucra tic  Centrism .

In  th is  m anner, the cap itu la tion  
o f the R ig h t w ing leaders reflects 
the d iffe re n tia tion  o f the R ig h t 
Opposition, w h ich  remained amor
phous bu t wh ich in du b itab ly  was 
the most numerous o f a l l groupings 
of) the las t period. W orkers by 
tens o f thousands, p a rty  men 
among them,, dismayed by the eco
nomic adventurism  o f the bureau 
cracy, g rav ita ted  a ll the more na
tu ra lly  to  the side o f the R ig h t 
w ing  leaders, the more sincerely 
they were inc lined to  in te rp re t 
S ta lin ’s policies as the d irec t ap
p lica tion  o f “ T ro tsky ism ” , a fte r 
they had been hoodwinked by the 
entire  preceding an ti-T ro tsky is t de
magoguery. The d iffe re n tia tion  of 
the R ig h t w ing means the lib e ra 
tion  of these pro le ta rian  elements 
from  under the T herm idorian  in flu 
ences ; and th e ir  d raw ing  in ev ita b ly  
closer to the L e ft Opposition, the

true  features o f w h ich are on ly now 
becoming d is tinc t, in  the lig h t of 
th e ir  personal experience.

The p o lit ic a l groupings in  the 
p a rty  are becoming clear-cut, the 
levels of reservoirs come in to  clear 
view. Concurently the “ W orkers ’ 
Opposition”  and “ Dem ocratic Cen
tra lis m ”  have fa c tu a lly  disappeared 
from  the p o litica l arena. The pro
le ta rian  elements from  among the 
in term ediate groupings in  the op- 
positon o f the las t years are grav
ita tin g  tow ard the Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists, the on ly  faction  th a t has a 
clear program, tested in  the fu r 
nace o f events; and th a t has not 
lowered its  banners fo r  an ins tan t.

Even though no t qu ite so c learly, 
an analagous process is to  be ob
served also on the in te rna tiona l 
scale. D u rin g  the tim e when ru l
ing  Centrism, incapable even of 
posing the question o f an In te rn a 
tio n a l Congress, stopped g iv ing  any 
answers whatsoever to the most 
burn ing questions o f the w o rld  rev
o lu tion  ; du ring  the tim e when the 
R igh t w ing  (B rand le rites ) because 
o f the cen trifu ga l law s th a t govern 
opportunism, ceased com pletely to 
ex is t as an in te rna tiona l tendency 
— the Bolshevik-Lenin ists, and they 
alone, proved capable o f ca llin g  to 
gether an in te rna tiona l conference, 
under the present and most d ifficu lt 
conditions, and a t th is  conference 
they gave a clear answer to  the 
most im portan t and debatable p ro
blems o f the w o rld  p ro le ta rian  
movement fo r the en tire  post-Len
in is t j>eriod.

No m atter w hat course the de
velopment o f the w o rld  pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  takes in  the next few 
years— and th is  depends d ire c tly  
upon the outcome of the struggle 
against Fascism in  Germany and 
upon the change of the course in  
USSR— fo r the L e ft  Opposition, up
on the in te rna tiona l scale, there 
has opened the epoch of assured 
upsurge. The f if t ie th  anniversary 
o f M a rx ’s death is honored by o f
f ic ia l celebrations in  tw o camps, 
re form ism  and centrism . B u t from  
now on the fa te  o f the revo lu tion
a ry  M arx ian, i. e., genuine Bolshe
v ik  policies is in ex trica b ly  tied  
w ith  the fate o f the Communist 
L e ft  Opposition, 
position.

The Capital Re
construction of
Economy

In  th e ir appra isa l of the possi
b ilit ie s  and tasks o f Soviet econ
omy, B olshevik-Lenin ists take as 
th e ir  po in t o f departure no t the 
vapid abstraction o f socialism  I d 
one country bu t the rea l h is to rica l 
process in  its  w o rld  re la tions and 
liv in g  contradictions. O nly the 
foundations th a t have been la id  by 
the October revo lu tion  can guard 

I the country from  the fa te  o f In d ia  
o r China and assure, in  the present 
trans itona l epoch, serious successes 
on the road of transfo rm ing  capi
ta lis t society in to  socialism. The 
discussions concerning ou r sup
posed “ denia l”  o f the pro le ta rian  
character o f the October revo lu tion 
are a hodgepodge o f scholasticism, 
ignorance and lies. The whole 
g is t o f the m atte r lies in  the fac t 
th a t i t  is  possible to  pursue various 
policies upon the social and p o li
tica l bases of the Soviet Union. 
W hat s t i l l  remains to  be decided is 
— precisely which one?

In  order to cure the economy 
w hich has been disordered by the 
epigone leadership, i.  e., to  m it i
gate the disproportions, strengthen 
.the lin k  between the c ity  and the 
village, create a stable u n it  o f cu r
rency, and im prove the condition 
o f the to ile rs, i t  is  necessary firs t 
o f a l l to  break away from  the bu
reaucra tic  m uddling and ly ing . The 
general character o f economic mea
sures, which are d icta ted by the 
s itua tion  today, may be m ost cor
rectly  denoted by the word,retreat. 
I t  is precisely because the collec-

tive  fa rm s have spread over too 
extensive a field at one b low  tha t 
the w orkers ’ government cannot 
find sufficient means to counteract 
the break-down of kolkhozi. The 
measures of repression m ust in e v it
ab ly disclose th e ir  impotence. The 
on ly correct mode o f a c tiv ity  lies in  
sacrific ing  q u an tity  to gain in  qual
ity .  Upon the po litica l plane th is 
same task may be form ula ted other 
wise, to  w it,  sacrifice space in  o r
der to gain time.

,It  is  necessary to  check the 
s treng th  of cen trifu ga l tendencies 
in  the ko lkhozi and to open up an 
economically ra tio na l ou tle t fo r  
these tendencies by leaning upon 
the peasant poor, the ru ra l w o rk 
ers, the best kolkhozi, and 
the best colective farm ers. I t  
is n ecos a ry  to preserve and develop 
those ko lkhozi wh ich have demon
stra ted th e ir  v ia b ility , o r which 
may prove viable in  the nearest 
fu tu re , in  accordance w ith  th e ir  
ava ilab le  resources and the in te r
est shown by th e ir members.

The Stalin ists ', o f course, w i l l  
resume th e ir d in  th a t our readiness 
to  re trea t from  00% co llec tiv iza 
tion  to 40%, and maybe even to 
25% (the percentage m ust be econ
om ica lly  determined by actua l test, 
and no t set bureaucra tica lly  be
forehand) signifies “ cap itu la tio n ”  
“ the restora tion  o f cap ita lism ” , 
etc., etc. I f  so, why then did  these 
bravos desist fro m  com pleting th e ir 
co llec tiv iza tion  100%i, as they set 
ou t to  do? W hy was i t  decreed 
sacrqd to  hd ld to  th a t lin e  at 
w h ich adventurism  sta lled a t the 
well-know n moment, and already 
w e ll in  the process o f retreat? One 
m ust no t be alarmed by the pseudo
revo lu tiona ry  bogies lisped by the 
burea.ucracy. R e trea t w ith o u t ba t
t le  from  revo lu tiona ry  conquests 
is equivalent to betraya l. The re
tre a t fro m  bureaucratic aventurism  
is demanded by revo lu tiona ry  rea l
ism. In  re la tio n  to ru ra l economy 
i t  is necessary f irs t  o f a l l and re
gardless o f everyth ing else to  re
store the r u le : Leadership and not 
bulldozing!

The d iffe re n tia tion  in  the peasan
t r y  is  s t i l l  inevitab le  fo r  a p ro 
tracted p e rio d ; there w i l l  be w e ll 
to do ko lkhozi as w e ll as poor 
ones; w ith in  iso lated ko lkhoz i there 
w i l l  be no t on ly  preserved bu t 
also developed considerable social 
distinctions, w ith  the development 
o f productive forces. A nd over and 
above tha t, there ex is t 10 m illio n  
in d iv id u a l en terprises! Such a 
corre la tion  m ust be established w ith  
the peasant mass as w ould e lim in 
ate the “ de-classed”  ku la k  from  
leading the peasantry against the 
Soviet state. One m ust come to 
an understanding w ith  the m ou jik . 
Concessions m ust be made to the 
m iddle peasant. And the v illage 
poor m ust be economically s treng
thened by the  tax , cred it, and co
operative systems, by the policies 
o f machine and tra c to r stations, 
etc., etc., w ith o u t a t the same tim e 
depriv ing  e ither in d iv id u a l peas
ants, o r the prosperous kolkhozi, 
or the more w e ll to  do co llective  
farm ers o f the s tim u lus  to  fu rth e r 
accum ulation. The insan ity  o f 
m echanically liq u id a tin g  the ku lak 
must be re jected decisively, com
pletely and unconditiona lly . I t  is 
necessary to understand and to  ad
m it th a t the ku la k  exists not in  
the guise of “ rem ainders”  o r o f 
“ psychological su rv iva ls ”  b u t as 
an economic and social fac to r. The 
re tu rn  m ust be made to  the po licy 
of system atica lly confining the ex
ploiting tendencies of the kulak, in  
a serious manner, and fo r  a pro
longed period, p ra c tica lly  un to the 
v ic to ry  o f the p ro le ta r ia t in  the 
West.

Such a system o f combined ac tiv 
ities  can be applied w ith  success 
on ly  in  the event th a t the pauper
ized layers o f the peasantry are 
organized in  the Union of the V il
lage Poor, the ch ie f support o f the 
p a rty  in  the v illage.

The tempos of in du s tria liza tion  
m ust be subordinated to the task 
of res to ring  the dynamic equili
brium of economy as a whole. One 
m ust re jec t the development o f mis-

The N ew  I.  L. D . Scottsboro Lawyer
(Continued from  page 1) 

sacred”  such “ ancient shrines of 
our c iv iliz a tio n ”  as “ ou r Caucasian 
sense o f even-handed ju s tice ,”  he 
praises A labam a’s “ great heritage 
o f honor” , and he rings the chimes 
o f w h ite  cha uv in is t condescencion 
as fo llo w s : “ Persons o f substance 
in  the Southern states have recog
nized fo r  many generations a m oral 
ob liga tion  tow ard the sim ple and 
generous fo lk  whom slavery brought 
them firs t as chatte ls.”

The fac t th a t the IL D  has du r
ing the past tw o  weeks issued num 
erous statements concerning Lieb- 
ow itz ’s ac tiv itie s  w ith o u t once 
m entioning his a ttack  on the IL D  
line, seems to ind ica te  th a t his in 
solent le tte r o f Jan. 9 was sw allow 
ed by the IL D  and th a t the IL D  
proposed to  make no rep ly 

The IL D  ha® always pu t its e lf 
fo rw a rd  as a class strugg le  organ i
zation. I ts  j>rinciples ca ll fo r  the 
defense o f a ll v ic tim s o f  class 
justices by means of an able legal 
figh t based on mass pressure. I t  
has contended th a t th is  strategy 
not on ly provides the best defense 
fo r  the case a t issue, b u t th a t i t  
alone defends the general p rinc ip le  
involved in  every case. I t  procla im s 
th a t i t  approaches a ll cases from  
the angle o f the class struggle, 
reveals the p o lit ic a l underpinnings 
of class justice, and fights a p r in 
cip led figh t. To do less is to  r is k  
the defendants im m edia te ly con
cerned, or a t best, as re fo rm is t 
organizations have repeatedly done, 
to jeopardize a l l fu tu re  v ic tim s of 
class jus tice  by tra d in g  the p r in 
ciples involved fo r  an im m ediate 
partial concession.

T h is  position the IL D  was always 
explained to  outside attorneys who 
accept legal assignments from  it .  I t  
has no t required them to  espouse 
the philosophy o f the IL D , bu t 
i t  has required them to  rem ain 
s ilen t on a l l points where they dis
agreed w ith  it .  I t  has insisted th a t 
they .serve purely as court-room 
technicians en titled  to  in te rfe re  
neither in  w ord  nor deed w ith  the 
IL D ’s conduct of the po litica l 
struggle. Such, fo r  example, were 
the terms on w h ich  the IL D  re ta in 
ed W alte r Pollack, a lib e ra l whose 
philosophy is d is tin c tly  no t one of 
class struggle, fo r  the t r ia l  before 
the Supreme C ourt o f the U n ited 
States. Pollack was, as Len in  in 
sisted lawyers a lways m ust be, the 
instrum ent, the too l o f the class 
w h ich  employed him . O nly i f  the 
re la tionsh ip  is on such a basis can 
the IL D  re la te  a good legal figh t 
to the fundam ental and essential 
po litica l fight.

T h is  does no t seem to be the 
basis o f L iebow itz ’s re la tion  to the 
Scottsboro Defense. He is getting 
a free hand to  a ttack  th a t defense 
from  a p la tfo rm  given h im  by the 
IL D . He attacks the mass s trug 
gle which has saved the Scottsboro 
boys fo u r times, he maneuvers ju s t 
as would an NAACP law yer seek
ing  to  make a deal. When one 
considers these facts in  re la tion  
to  the equally regrettable fa c t th a t 
the mass defense movement has 
died down in  recent weeks almost 
to the vanish ing point, i t  begins to 
look as though the IL D  were tee t
ering on the b r in k  o f a ro tten  and 
dangerous piece o f opportunism .

To force L iebow itz  to ho ld  his

m outh on po litica l questions w h ile  
he conducts a court-room  technical 
jo b  w ill,  however, not be enough. 
I t  is  no surp rise  th a t New Y o rk ’s 
most notorious gangster law yer 
behaves th is  way. Least o f a l l is 
i t  a surprise to  the leading fu n c 
tionaries o f the IL D  who had due 
w arn ing from  his le tte r of Jan. 9. 
Who was responsible in  the f irs t 
place fo r  h ir in g  a man o f th is  
s tripe  who so c lea rly  announced 
his vicious in tentions? The cynic
a l opportunists who took th a t re
spons ib ility  were betraying the 
basic p o lit ic a l aspects of the case 
as w e ll as the interests o f the nine 
Scottsboro boys. They and along 
w ith  them those functiona ries  of 
the Communist pa rty  who gave 
them perm ission to  take the step, 
deserve a rap over the knuckles. I t  
is up to the IL D  and P a rty  rank- 
and-file to adm in ister tha t rap.

The L e ft Opposition favors, as 
i t  always has, the broadest un ited 
f ro n t movement on behalf o f the 
Scottsboro boys as on a l l imme
diate w o rk ing  class issues. I t  de
mands tha t the Communist p a rty  
m a in ta in  freedom of c r it ic is m  in  
such un ited  fron ts. S im ila rly , the 
IL D  m ust m a in ta in  its  freedom and 
must no t pe rm it its  a llies o r its  
employees to a ttack i t  w h ile  its  
m outh remains shut. Down w ith  
sectarian ism  and oppo rtun ism ! 
Substitute fo r  these the Le n in is t 
tac tic  o f the un ited fro n t !  There 
is no other sound basis fo r  m obil
iz ing  the Am erican masses in  de
fense o f the Scottsboro boys, in  a t
tack on general persecution of 
Negroes, fo r  the common interests 
o f a l l workers, w h ite  and black. ,

takes in  the p lan m erely because 
they were declared ho ly in  the spe
cifications o f the day before. The 
programs o f cap ita l undertakings 
m ust be ra d ic a lly  gone over, and 
a ll those w h ich  are obviously no 
match fo r  the forces o f the country 
m ust be im m ediate ly stopped. The 
inevitab le  loss o f b illions  today w il l  
safeguard against the fu tu re  loss 
o f tens o f b illions. I t  can be a 
safeguard against the w orst th ing  
possible, against catastrophe.

Even at th is  moment i t  m ay be 
said w ith  assurance th a t the indus
t r ia l  g row th  o f 16% fo r  1933, set 
fo r  the sole purpose o f no t break
ing  too sharp ly  w ith  the adventur
is tic  f irs t stages o f yesterday, w i l l  
tu rn  out absolute ly unfeasible. In  
1932, in du s try  grew on ly  8 1-2% 
instead of 36% as was stipu la ted 
in  the plan. The po in t o f depart
ure m ust be taken fro m  these ac
tua l a tta inm ents in  1932, in  order 
th a t s t i l l  h igher coefficients may be 
atta ined by g radua lly  re in fo rc ing  
the ground underfoot.

Those resources w h ich  are lib e r
ated by way o f low ering  the tempos 
must be im m ediate ly directed p a rtly  
in to  the funds fo r  consumption and 
p a rtly  in to  lig h t industry . “ The 
cond ition  o f the w orkers m ust be 
im proved a t any price.!’ (Rakov- 
sky). D u rin g  the construction o f 
socialism people m ust live  like  hu
man beings. W hat is broached 
here is the perspective o f decades 
and not a m il ita ry  campaign, o r “ a 
Saturday”  o r an iso lated case of 
ex trao rd ina ry  in tens ifica tion  of 
forces. Socialism  is the labor o f 
fu tu re  generations. B u t i t  must 
be so assembled as to  pe rm it the 
liv in g  generations to ca rry  i t  on its 
back. The stable o f currency system 
m ufil be restored, as the on ly  re lia- 
able regu la tor of planned economy 
a t the present stage o f its  devel
opment. W ith o u t it ,  the locomotive 
o f planned economy w i l l  inev itab ly  
fa i l  to make the grade.

ror A n  Honest 
Party Reg ¡me !
For Soviet 
Democracy

No npw revo lu tion  is necessary 
to save and strengthen the d ic ta 
torship. A  pro found and an a ll- 
sided and fu lly  though t out reform  
w i l l  completely suffice. The whole 
question lies in  who w i l l  pu t i t  
through. T h is  question touches 
not persons o r cliques bu t the 
pa rty .

I t  is absolute ly self-evident th a t 
the ru lin g  p a rty  in  the USSR is in  
etxreme need o f a pu rifica tion  from  
agents of the class enemy, career
ists, Therm idorians, and the o rd in 
a ry  candidates fo r  a meal ticke t. 
B u t th is  job i3 not fo r the hands 
o f the bureaucratic clique. Only 
the revived p a rty  itse lf, to be more 
exact, on ly its  p ro le ta rian  kernel is 
capable o f r id d lin g  its e lf  o f the  fo r 
eign and in im ica l elements.

The s trang ling  of the pa rty  w h ich  
took place in  the course o f the last 
Ben years is the reverse side of 
the in te rm inab le  attacks upon the 
L e ft Opposition. I t  is impossible 
to  revive the p a rty  w ith o u t re tu rn 
in g  the Opposition in to  its  ranks. 
T ha t is the f irs t  demand w hich we 
pu t fo rw a rd  and which we call 
upon a ll Communists, young Com
munists, and a ll class conscious 
workers to  support.
We d irect th is  slogan a t the R igh t 

Opposition as w e ll. We do not 
tru s t the selections o f Stalin-Men- 
zhinsky-Yagoda; they have as the ir 
c r ite r ia  not the in terests o f the 
pro le ta rian  revo lu tion  bu t the in te r
ests of the clique. The pu rifica tion  
of the p a rty  o f rea l opportunists, 
to  say noth ing o f the T herm ido r
ians, m ust be carried ou t free ly  
and openly., by the w i l l  o f the pa rty  
masses.

W hat is a t stake is the fa te  o f 
the p a rty  and o f the Soviet regime. 
Lenin «aw the dem ocratization of 
the ad m in is tra tion  as the m ost im 
po rtan t task of the d ic ta torsh ip . 
“ E very cook m ust learn how to 
manage the government.”  .The pro
cess th a t has taken place is quite 
the reverse. The number o f the 
adm in is tra to rs  d id  not grow  to in 
clude “ every cook” , i t  constricted 
instead to a so lita ry  chef, and 
thereto on ly a specia list in  peppery 
courses. The p o lit ic a l regime has 
become unbearable to the masses, 
even as the name of its  pack-bearer 
is becoming more and more hate
fu l to them.

As _far back as 1926 S ta lin  was 
to ld  th a t he was c learly  f ilin g  h im 
self as a candidate fo r  the post of 
undertaker to  the p a rty  and the 
revo lu tion. F o r the past s ix  years 
S ta lin  has come very close to  the 
fu lf il lm e n t o f th is  role. Through
ou t the p a rty  and outside! o f it ,  
there is spreading ever w ide r the 
slogan, “ Down w ith  S ta lin ” . The 
causes fo r  the o r ig in  and the g row 
ing  po pu la rity  of th is  “ proverb”  
require no explanations. B u t never
theless we consider th is  slogan in 
correct. The question touches not 
S ta lin  personally, bu t his faction. 
I t  is  true  th a t fo r  the la s t two 
years i t  has become extrem ely con
s tric ted  in  its  scope. B u t i t  s t i l l  
includes many thousands o f appar
atus functionaries. O ther thou
sands and tens o f thousands, whose 
eyes have been opened as regards 
Stalin,, continue to  support him  
nevertheless, fro m  fear o f the un
known. The slogan, “ Down w ith  
Stalin,”’, m ay be understod, and 
could in ev ita b ly  be understood, as 
the slogan fo r  the ove rth row  of 
the fac tion  now in  power, and even 
more— the overth row  o f the appar
atus. B u t we do not w a n t to over
th row  the system bu t to  re fo rm  i t  
by the efforts o f the best pro le
ta r ia n  elements.

I t  is self-evident th a t an end 
must be and w i l l  be pu t to  the 
Bonaprtis t regime o f a single lead
er, and o f the pack compelled to  
revere him. because th a t is the 
most shameful perversion o f the 
idea of the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty . 
B u t the m atte r touches no t the 
expulsion of ind iv iduals, bu t the 
changing o f a system.

I t  is precise ly the S ta lin is t 
clique th a t inde fa tigab ly circulates 
rum ors to the effect th a t the L e ft 
Opposition w i l l  re tu rn  to the p a rty  
not otherw ise than w ith  a sword 
in its  hand, and tha t i t  w i l l  im 
m ediate ly begin merciless reprisa ls 
against its  fac tio na l opponents. 
Th is poisonous lie  must be refuted, 
repudiated, and exposed. There is 
no fee ling fo r  revenge in  po litics . 
B olshevik-Lenin ists never were mo
tivated by i t  in  the past, and least 
o f a ll do they in tend to be m otiv 
ated by i t  in  the fu tu re . We know 
only too w e ll those h is to rica l rea
sons which have driven tens o f 
thousands of p a rty  members in to  
the b lind  a lley o f bureaucratic 
Centrism . We are m otiva ted by 
considerations of revo lu tiona ry  ex
pediency, and not by revenge. We 
make no exceptions beforehand. 
We are ready to w ork  hand in  hand 
w ith  every one who seeks to pre
vent catastrophe through the re
storation o f the party.

F o r an honest pa rty  reg im e! 
T ins means : fo r a regime th a t a l
lows members o f the pa rty  to say 
out loud w hat they th in k ; tha t 
elim inates double-dealing, th is  in 
ne r-lin ing  o f the S ta lin is t mono
li th  ; th a t has no leaders who in 
h e rit leadership fo r  l i f e ; tha t free
ly  reelects a l l the leading organs 
du ring  congresses o f the p a r ty ; 
th a t has an apparatus which 
serves the pa rty , and the. pa rty  
tha t serves the pro le ta ria t.

F o r Soviet democracy! T h is  
means th a t the p a rty  d irects the 
system of p ro le ta rian  d ic ta torsh ip , 
but does not strang le the mass o r 
ganizations of the toilers, but on 
the con tra ry  leads them to the bu r
geoning of th e ir  in it ia t iv e  and in 
dependence. As one o f the most 
im portan t means fo r the d isc ip lin ing  
of any and every apparatus and 
fo r  subord ina ting  them to  the 
pa rty , the secret ba llo t m ust be in 
troduced w ith in  trade unions and 
•the Soviets, du ring  elections o f ex
ecutive organs,— th is to  be done 
g radua lly  and regu la rly , w idening 
the scope on the basis o f w ha t ex
perience demonstrates.

The h is to r ic a lly  created group
ings w ith in  the Bolshevik p a rty  
must be bound to ca rry  on th e ir  
en tire  ac tiv ities  w ith in  the fram e
w ork o f regulations, and by means 
o f serious discussions; free from  
personal persecution and calum ny, 
prepare fo r the ex trao rd inary  con
gress o f the pa rty . T h is  can be 
a tta ined on ly by struggle. Blol- 
sheviks by hundred and thousands 
m ust raise th e ir voices in  protest 
against the usurp ing clique, th a t 
tram ples upon the pa rty  and leads 
the revo lu tion  to ru in . “ We de
mand an honest p a rty  congress!”  
Le t th is  slogan un ite the L e ft Op
position w ith  a l l p a rty  members 
who are w o rthy  o f the name.

T h is same system o f a c tiv ity  
m ust be extended to include the 
Com intern. The T h ird  In te rn a 
tion a l can be saved from  fu rth e r 
degeneration and complete collapse 
on ly by the rad ica l change o f a ll 
its  policies, f irs t of a l l  th a t in  
Germany. The p o litica l tu rn , here 
as well, is  inseparable fro m  the 
change in  the regime. The re-ad
mission of the L e ft O pposition in to  
a ll sections must be the f irs t step. 
The dem ocratically prepared fo r  
congresses o f na tiona l sections 
compose the second stage. The 
W orld  Congress o f the Communist 
In te rn a tion a l is the consummation.

The p la tfo rm  o f the L e ft Opposi
tion  upon the questions of the w orld  
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion, has been ex
pounded in  numerous documents, 
and has been consolidated in  the 
program  theses o f the in te rna tiona l 
pre-Conferenco o f Bolshevik-Lenin
ists, in  the beginning o f February, 
of th is  year. I t  is w ith  th is  p la t
form  and not w ith  the sword o f 
vengeance th a t the L e ft Opposition 
w i l l  re tu rn  to the ranks o f the 
Comintern. T h is  p la tfo rm  i t  sha ll 
place upon the tab le o f the next 
w orld  Congress.

*  *

*

Tw o and a h a lf  years ago, the 
L e ft O pposition gave the a larm  
signal because o f the danger from  
German Fascism. Conceited and 
blind as usual, the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy accused us of ’’over-estim
a tin g ”  N a tiona l Socialism, and even 
of “ hyste ria ” . The events have 
brought th e ir merciless verification.

Today— not fo r  the firs t tim e  but 
w ith  tenfo ld force— we sound the 
alarm  signal because o f the s itua
tion  in the USSR. Here the im m e
diate danger threatens not from  
w ith ou t bu t w ith in . Bureaucra tic  
Centrism  has become the chief 
source o f danger.

F o r the strugg le  against i t  we 
ca ll upon a l l true  revo lu tionists, 
a ll class conscious workers, a l l 
Leninists, who have remained Len
in is ts . The task is d ifficu lt, and 
the struggle w i l l  cost lives. B u t 
i t  m ust be pursued to the end. The 
ranks must be closed, the cadres 
m ust be strengthened, and the con
nections m ust be spread w ider. 
No repressions, no provocations, no 
persecutions whatsoever w i l l  para
lyze our efforts, fo r  the atmosphere 
o f sym pathy envelops more and 
more so lid ly  the w ork  o f the L e ft 
Opposition in  the party.

Bolsheviks of the Soviet Union, 
Bolsheviks o f the W o rld ! Soviet 
economy is in  danger! The d ic ta
to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta r ia t is in  
danger! The In te rn a tio n a l Rev- 
o ltion  is in  d a ng e r!

Upon a ll o f you, upon a ll o f  us, 
there is placed the incommenfeur- 
ate respons ib ility  before h is to ry.

—L. TROTSKY.
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W orld Economic Situation Today
The question o f the position  of 

w o rld  economy today is  o f p rim a ry  
importance, and above a l l  fo r  M a rx 
is t  revo lu tion is ts . Comrade T ro t- 
eky has proved ir re fu ta b ly  the 
connection between the stra teg ic  
e rro rs  o f the C om intern fo r the 
past ten years and its  w rong esti
m ations o f the w o rld  s itua tion  
w ith  its  persistence in  igno ring  the 
tu rns  w h ich  i t  has not foreseen

A t the present moment, the crisis 
has lasted over three and a had 
years. The w o rk ing  class, which 
up to  la s t year had reacted only 
feebly to  the p o lit ic a l and economic 
offensive o f the bourgeoisie, has le t 
loose a pow erfu l wave of s trikes in  
Germany, in  England, in  Belgium, 
in  Czechoslovakia, in  Boland, la te ly  
in  the U n ited States. On the other 
hand, the cris is , w h ich  had kept 
increasing in  »sharpness day a fte r 
day w ith  l i t t le  in te rru p tio n  from  
its  very beginning, has entered in to  
a period of re la tive  calm  on the 
w o rld  scale fo r  over h a lf  a- year 
the more op tim is tic  c ircles o f the 
bourgeoisie aye even beginning to 
speak of the com ing upturn.

A re  we now fac ing a rea l tu rn  
in  the w o rld  economic s itua tion  V 
W hat effects m ay we expect o f i t  
on the stra tegy and the tactics of 
the labor movement? These are 
questions wh ich ju s t i fy  a serious 
e ffo rt a t an answer.

We a ll know th a t the c ris is  has 
reached a depth and a sharpness 
h ith e rto  unknown. We can meas
ure i t  by the number o f unem ploy
ed, by the decline in  production 
and trade , the number of bank
ruptcies, and a host o f other in 
dexes w h ich show th a t i t  is  no t a 
question o f an o rd in a ry  cris is  such 
as cap ita lism  has known ever since 
its  b ir th . B u t besides these quan
t ita t iv e  indexes, we have also the 
qua lita tive  signs o f an in te rn a l de
generation o f cap ita lism . The bank
ing  cris is  in  the U n ited S ta tes; the 
fa ll in g  away fro m  the gold stan
da rd  of England, the Scandinavian 
countries, Japan, Spain and many 
other cou n trie s ; the unstable and 
even f ic tit io u s  character o f the 
gold basis o f many others, notably 
G erm any; the  strangu la tion  o f the 
w o rld  m arke t by a host of re s tr ic 
tions on the in te rn a tio n a l move
ment o f commodities and c a p ita l; 
the fa c t th a t the regim e o f the 
bourgeoisie can no longer a ffo rd  to 
back up its  class dom ination  by 
economic and p o lit ic a l concessions 
to  the workers, bu t reveals more 
and more nakedly its  character as 
the organ o f cap ita lism ; the fac t 
o f the most fundam enta l im p o rt
ance, th a t a s ix th  o f the  globe, 
the USSR, has to rn  its e lf away 
fro m  ca p ita lis t dom ination— a ll 
th is  shows th a t we are dealing w ith  
a cris is  o f a d iffe ren t k in d  than 
the  “ healthy,”  crises of the past.

T h is  means tha t, con tra ry  to the 
c lap trap  o f the social democrats, 
there is  no t only a cyclical, bu t 
also a general c ris is  o f capitalism . 
B u t we m ust also take in to  account 
the fa c t th a t the converse proposi 
t io n  is also true— th a t there is  not 
on ly  a general c ris is  o f capitalism , 
b u t also a cyc lica l cris is. We 
cannot a ffo rd  to lose fro m  our 
B ight both o f these facts in  our 
discussion o f the crisis.

,We a ll know  w hy there cannot 
be a cap ita lism  w ith o u t a cyclical 
c ris is . As M arx  said i.n  h is mas
te r ly  analysis in  the th ird  volume
o f “ C a p ita l” , “ ___The la s t cause
o f a l l  rea l crises always remains 
the poverty and restric ted  consump
tio n  o f the masses as compared to 
the tendency o f c a p ita lis t produc
tio n  to develop the productive 
forces in  such a w ay th a t only the 
absolute power o f consum ption of 
the en tire  society would be th e ir  
l im it ”  (V o l. I l l ,  page 568.)

The cyc lica l cris is  is  therefore 
not an accident, b u t a norm al pa rt 
of the function ing  mechanism of

H ow  It Stands Today and 
Its Next Perspectives

tained in  preceding cycles.
As long as the p ro le ta rian  rev

o lu tion  1ms not de fin ite ly  broken 
the back o f capitalism , the la tte r  
w i l l  a lways have the poss ib ility  o f 
com pleting its  cyc lica l cris is , tha t 
is, o f jiassing from  the phase of 
acute cris is  in to  th a t o f depression 
and even to  a recovery in  business.

W hat then are the conditions 
w h ich make possible an im prove
ment in  w o rld  economy, and are 
there reasons to believe th a t th is  
possib ility  may be realized effec
tive ly  in  an up tu rn '/

I t  is clear th a t the conditions fo r  
a tu rn  in  the w o rld  s itua tion  can
not lie considered fro m  the stand
point. of “ pure" economy— there is 
no such th ing . The class struggle 
is fough t ou t on a ll fro n ts — eco
nomic, iK iLitical, ideological and 
the ups and downs of the struggle 
on each fro n t affect the others. 
P o lit ic a lly  the net resu lt o f the 
period of the past ten years has 
been— the consolidation o f the pow
er of the bourgeoisie, the set back 
o f the pro le ta rian  offensive of 
11)17-21. I t  is pa in fu l to have to  
record this, bu t i t  is the tru th . The 
responsib ility  o f the S ta lin is t fra c 
tion  in  tu rn in g  the policies o f the 
Com intern away from  the road o f 
the w o rld  revo lu tion, the perm an
ent revo lu tion , and in  losing much 
of the enormous influence and pres
tige  w ith in  the p ro le ta ria t which 
Communism once enjoyed, is a 
heavy one in  th is  respect.

I t  is not only true  th a t a series 
o f revo lu tions in the various ad
vanced or colon ia l countries would 
have rendered impossible the recov
ery and the re la tive  stab iliza tion  o f 
cap ita lism  a fte r 1023. But. more 
than th is— every p a rtia l v ic to ry  o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t led by its  revolu 
tiona ry  vanguard, in  trade union 
organization, in  «strike leadership, 
in  the strugg le fo r  social insurance, 
fo r shorte r hours, against wage

cuts and against taxes w h ich  s tr ik e  
the w o rk ing  masses hardest, weak
ens the bourgeoisie to th a t extent, 
i t  is  the ravages w h ich  cen tris t 
tactics had made in  th is  fie ld  w h ich  
hava perm itted the bourgeoisie to 
ca rry  ou t its  polic ies since the 
cris is , w ith o u t effective broad re
sistance fro m  the w o rk ing  class.

W hat the  policies of the bourge
oisie consist in , we know— mass 
unemployment, the a ttack  on l iv 
ing standards and on socia l re lie f, 
new class taxes, the pro le ta rian iza
tion  of la rge sections of the pe tty  
bourgeoisie.

In  the mass organizations, the 
w orkers ’ forces, sp lit-up  and m utu 
a lly  d is tru s tfu l*  have had to  give 
way tim e a fte r tim e. The social 
dem ocratic leadership has been 
able to  p lay its  ha b itua l and dis
astrous ro le o f pacify ing, lu llin g , 
p u ttin g  a brake on the actions of 
the masses. The Communists have 
not been able to tear the  masses 
away from  the re fo rm is t leaders, 
bu t have weakened th e ir  poss ib ility  
fo r  action w ith in  the re fo rm is t o r
ganization by fo llow ing  the trade 
union policies of S ta lin -and  Losov- 
sky.

The p o litica l conditions w h ich  
render possible the recovery o f 
cap ita lism  w ith in  the fram ew ork 
o f the general crisis, th a t is  to  
say, the poss ib ility  o f th row in g  a ll 
the burden o f  the cris is  on the 
w ork ing  class by erasing o r s te r il
iz ing  its  resistance, these conditions 
there fore exist.

B u t we m ust also take in to  ac
count a whole series o f factors of 
more s tr ic t ly  economic k in d  in  o r
der to be able to  judge o f the pos
s ib ility  o f a cyc lica l u p tu rn  w ith in  
the near fu tu re . The h is to rica l 
function o f the cris is  is to sweep 
away certa in  fac to rs  o f economic 
in s ta b ility  which have grown ou t 
o f the inherent contrad ictions o f 
cap ita lism , and to replace them  
by conditions which pe rm it o f the 
tem jtorary eq u ilib rium  of the sys
tem.

To be continued
— B. J. F IE LD .

s itua tion  by the French L ig u e ).
5. Theses on the  B a lkan  coun

tr ies  (by the Greek and B u lga rian  
sections jo in t ly .

6. Theses on the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the p ro le ta ria t, democracy and 
Fascism (by the New Ita lia n  Op
pos ition).

Possibly the Am erican League 
w i l l  prepare a thesis on Am erican 
im peria lism .

A ll  the pro jects fo r  these above- 
m entioned m ust be prepared fo r  
pub lica tion , by A p r i l 15, 1933.

A discussion period of three 
months is  to  take place, and the 
In te rn a tion a l Conference is  (then 
to be called fo r the month of July.

The sections are called upon to 
prepare special funds beginning 
today in  order to  assure th e ir  re 
presentation a t the In te rn a tio n a l 
Conference.
Accepted by the pre-Conference of 
the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition 

( Bolshevik-Lenin ists) in  Paris, 
February 4-8, 11)33.

Kincaid Miners
(Continued from  Page 1)

International Pre-Conference of 
the Left Opposition Presents Thesis

(Continued from  las t issue)
On the Reorganization of the
International Organ of the ILO
1. A fte r a period o f de lim ita tio n  

and selection the IL O  has passed 
in to  a new phase, w h ich  is charac
terized by the advanced c rys ta lliza 
tion  o f its  cadres, the expansion of 
its  organized forces, and the 
strengthening o f its  in te rna tiona l 
cohesion

The leading organ o f the IL O  has 
reflected and w i l l  continue to re 
flect necessarily, to a g rea t extent, 
the general condition, the weak
nesses as w e ll as the progress of 
our sections and groups. The b ir th  
d ifficu lties o f the L. O. as an in te r
na tiona l organization have, through 
a ll weaknesses and mistakes, found 
th e ir  expression in  the progress of 
our leading in te rna tiona l organ.

2. The pre-Conference is o f the 
opin ion th a t the present stage o f 
development o f the IL O  demands 
an im provem ent in  the fo rm  o f our 
leading in te rna tiona l organ, which 
m igh t assure its  evo lu tion in to  a 
rea l p o lit ic a l center« capable of 
leading the IL O  in  its  en tire ty .

3. The pre-Conference has de
cided on the fo llo w in g  organiza
tio n a l form , w h ich  in  its  opinion 
best corresponds to  the present 
stage and the degree o f Consolida
tio n  o f the In te rn a tio n a l L e f t :

(a ) I t  has determ ined the fo r 
m ation o f  a so-called "Plenum” 
composed o f one delegate each, of 
the Russian, Greek, German,, B e l
gian and French sections, iwhich is  

cap ita lism . I t  has, in  other w o rds ,1 to meet a t least once every three 
a defin ite ro le  to  p lay  in  the capi- months to investigate and solve the
ta lis t  economic process, which 
M arx  has described as fo llow s, 
“ Crises are on ly v io len t and tem 
po ra ry  solutions of ex is ting  con
trad ic tions, v io len t eruptions w h ich 
re-establish fo r  a tim e  the e q u ili
b rium  w h ich  has been destroyed.”

E v iden tly , these a lte rna tions o f 
s tab iliza tion  or even prosperity , de
pression and cris is , w h ich  take 
place in  a cycle of five, seven or 
eleven years, are something en tire 
ly  d iffe re n t from  the fundam ental 
movement o f cap ita lism  as a whole, 
which impresses its  specific cha r
acter on a whole h is to rica l epoch. 
F o r instance, the ha lf-cen tu ry be
fo re  the w a r was a period o f eco
nom ic progress, punctuated by 
crises, w h ile  the past tw en ty  years 
have been in  the f irs t  instance a 
period o f economic decline.

To envisage the poss ib ility  of a 
period o f s tab iliza tion  o f the cyc li
ca l cris is , fo llow ed by an upturn, 
in  no w ay im plies the restoration 
o f cap ita lism  to  its  fo rm er vigor, 
th a t is, the solu tion o f the general 
cris is  o f capitalism .

On the contrary, the fundam ental 
character o f the degeneration of 
cap ita lism  in  the present h is to rica l 
epoch m ust pu t its  impress on any 
possible recovery in  ca p ita lis t eco
nomy. T h is  means th a t such a re 
covery may be expected to  be l im it 
ed, tem porary, uncerta in, and l i t 
tle  inclined to  extend to a po in t 
where i t  surpasses the peaks of 
p roduction and o f trade  recorded 
du ring  the preceding boom. In  the 
same w ay as the cyc lica l crises of 
the ascending period of capita lism  
were, in  general, short, and were 
fo llowed by new periods o f econ
omic upswing w h ich  made new re
cords a t each cycle, so the crises 
o f the descending period are p ro
longed and fo llow ed by re la tive ly  
feeble and short recoveries which 
would be fa r  fro m  reaching the 
h igh points o f economic a c tiv ity  at-

( »Based on a speech delivered 
before the P aris  branch o f the 
French section o f the L e f t  Opposi
tion on Deft. 27, 1932.)

most im portan t problems raised be
fore the ILO

(b ) The nam ing o f delegates to 
the Plenum is to be assumed d irec t
ly  by the sections named.

(c ) In  case o f conflicts o f op
in ion  on serious m atters (expu l
sions, sp lits, approval o r re fusa l of 
adm ission) the m in o rity  has the 
r ig h t to demand a fina l decision by 
means o f a referendum  o f the na
tion a l sections.

(d ) The organ which assured 
the p o lit ic a l con tinu ity  and prac
tica l execution o f the w ork  o f the 
in te rna tiona l leadership, is  the In
te rna tiona l Secretariat. Composed, 
not o f delegates o f the sections, bu t 
of comrades who are capable o f 
fu lf il l in g  th is  function, i t  is  select
ed by the Plenum, is responsible 
to the Plenum, and can be deposed 
by the Plenum. (F o r the f irs t tim e 
the pre-Conference its e lf  has as
sumed the selection o f the I.  S.). 
The I. S. m ust be a rea l center fo r  
connection, in fo rm a tion , contro l, 
and po litica l im pulsion. In  accord
ance w ith  the g row ing development 
o f the I. S. the re la tions among 
the sections should be carried on 
more and more th rough  the I. S. 
and not through in d iv id u a l corre
spondence.

(e) The pre-Conference has de
term ined on Paris as the location 
of the I. S.

( f )  In te rn a tion a l connection can 
be adequately assured on ly through 
the regu lar pub lica tion  o f the In 
ternational Bulletin, w h ich  should 
be an organ o f in te rna tiona l discus
sion and not on ly  a b u lle tin  o f  in 
fo rm ation  (¡nd o f the exchange o f 
experiences.

Iq  order to assure the independ
ent financia l l i fe  o f the B u lle tin , 
i t  w i l l  be sent to the sections, cash 
payable on receipt.

(g ) In  o rder to assure the inde
pendent financia l life  of the I.  S., 
an in te rna tiona l membership con
tr ib u tio n  o f the national organizar 
tion  is necessary.

P. S. The pre-Conference charges 
the I .  S. to  conduct, and to fo llo w  
a tten tive ly , the reshaping o f tire

sections in the sense o f the organ i
zationa l form s described in  the 
theses o f (he f irs t  fo u r Congresses 
of (lie  C. 1., as w e ll as the adapta
tion  of the section to the funda
m ental princip les o f a Communist 
organ ization (con tro l o f the w ork, 
co llective and responsible work, 
etc.).

On tlie International Conference 
of the Left Opposition

In  o rder to prepare seriously fo r  
the f irs t In te rn a tio n a l Conference 
o f the ILO , the pre-Conference has 
decided to have theses prepared on 
the fo llo w in g  p o lit ic a l problem s:

1. Theses on the German s itua
tion  (by the German section).

2. Theses on the Spanish s itua
tion  (each o f the two tendencies 
w i l l  w ork out its  own theses).

3. P roject o f a p la tfo rm  on the 
USSR (by the Russian section).

4. Theses on the in te rna tiona l

would plan the enlarged Conference 
on as broad a basis as possible. The 
discussion centered around the
character of the un ited fro n t p r i
m arily . I( is of p a rtic u la r im 
portance to the members o f the
L e ft Opposition to  know the posi
tion  of the In te rn a tio n a l Labor 
Defense which was represented by 
Andy Newhoff. When asked w hat 
the position o f the 1LD was in  re
la tion  to  the un ited fro n t he said 
in  effect : The IL D  is prepared to 
pa rtic ipa te  in any un ited f ro n t ef
fec ting  the interests of the w o rk 
ers. We are prepared to  un ite  
w ith  anybody, no m a tte r who they 
are, on any m in im um  basis, except 
o f course, th a t we sha ll have the 
right, to  our independence. On 
such a basis, we are prepared to 
pa rtic ipa te  in th is  movement. That 
has always been our position.

T h is has not always been the 
Is)sition o f the 11,1) as is known to 
everyone. Q uite the con tra ry, i t  is 
a decided departure from  the pre
v iously known position o f the IL D  
and as such m arks a positive step 
fo rw ard , l io w  fa r  the IL D  w ill 
go in  a rr iv in g  a t a correct position 
on the v ita l question o f the un ited 
fro n t remains yet to be seen, and 
th is  conference w ill be a test fo r  
the organization. B u t i f  i t  is 
rea lly  prepared to fo llo w  a correct 
position, i t  w i l l  be a decisive force 
in th is  movement. I f  not(, i f  i t  
w i l l  continue its  previously disas
trous line, i t  w i l l  on ly continue to 
lose prestige in  the eyes of the 
w ork ing  class.

The rea l work o f the conference 
s t i l l  lies ahead. There are excel
lent possib ilities fo r the creation of 
a mass movement tha t w i l l  s trug
gle in  t lie interests o f the indicted 
m iners who run the danger o f be
in g  ra ilroaded to ja i l  or to the 
electric cha ir by the a llied  in te r
ests o f reaction. The w ork ing  class 
o f Chicago, as everywhere, m ust be 
made acquainted w ith  the Taylor- 
v ille  case. They m ust be m ob iliz 
ed in to  action to prevent a de liber
ate attem pt to  cu t in to  a movement 
o f m ilita n t worker's in  strugg le fo r  
th e ir bread and butter. Silence 
w il l  on ly  help to defeat the miners.

— A. G.

Victory or Defeat in Germany?
(W e publish herew ith  a second 

a rtic le  on the German s itua tion , 
w r itte n  by comrade A rne  Swa- 
beek who is a t present in  Europe, 
close to  the scene of the events 
which he deals w ith  in  his cor- 
respondence.— E d.)

* * * *
The course o f the fu r th e r devel

opments in  Germany w i l l  decide 
whether the epoch sha ll continue 
am i f in a lly  secure the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  or w hether we shall 
face an en tire ly  new epoch. T h is  
decision, o f course, extends fa r  be
yond the German borders. And in 
e ither case i t  w i l l  spell the begin
ning of the end to  S ta lin is t domina
tion  of the movement.

On the one hand i t  is  now possi
ble to affirm  th a t a v ic to rious Ger
man revo lu tion  developing ou t ot 
th is  ju nc tu re  could be accomplish
ed on ly in  opposition to  S talin ism  
and in  v io len t co llis ion  w ith  its  
IKflicies. On the other hand i t  is 
ju s t as certa in  tha t a defeat ot 
the w o rk ing  class in  Germany a t 
present and the inaugura tion  o f a 
new and reactionary epoch would 
also signal the trans fo rm a tion  of 
the revo lu tionary movement onto 
a new basis. A lthough a f r ig h t 
fu lly  narrowed basis o f retarded 
developments, i t  w i l l  nevertheless 
be oqe w ith in  w h ich  there w i l l  be 
no room fo r the curse o f Stalin ism .

The Possible Variants 
The outcome of th is  g igantic  

struggle, tha t is in  which d irection  
the decision w il l  tu rn , nobody can 
as yet pred ic t. The Fascists have 
already gained an enormous advan
tage w h ile  the w o rk ing  class has 
been kept disarmed and unprepar
ed. B u t in the process, which th is  
struggle im plies, the d ia lectics of 
class re lations may tu rn  the pre
sent pro le ta rian  disadvantage in to  
its  opposite. Many in te rven ing 
factors w ill s t i l l  have to be re
ckoned w ith  th e ir  effects, how
ever. p r im a rily  depending upon the 
strategy o f the revo lu tiona ry  van
guard. Yet i t  may be asked, are 
there no possib ilities o f a m iddle 
course in  between these two ex
trem e varian ts?  The answer is 
th a t such possib ilities are fad ing  
away find th a t they could a t th is  
stage only mean a postponement of 
the fina l decision. B u t lik e ly  also 
Is a postponement crea ting  new ad
vantages to the p ro le ta r ia t fo r  a 
decision in  its  favor.

The lines are now sharply drawn 
and extrem ely tense. H it le r  pro 
c la im  the exte rm ina tion  o f Com 
munism and M arxism , not on ly in 
Germany bu t th roughou t the whole 
world . Conscious of th e ir  present 
advantage the Fascists in the gov
ernm ent are p a rtic u la r ly  vocife r 
ous in declarations th a t they w i l l  
not abdicate u n til they have reached 
the goal. In  re a lity  th is  means a 
recognition on th e ir part, th a t the 
power is not securely in  th e ir  
hands u n til the w ork ing  class move
ment is completely destroyed. In  
th is manner they serve as the 
most deadly ins trum en t of the re
actionary German junkers and big 
bourgeoisie.

To fu lly  appreciate the serious 
menace constituted by the Fascists 
in  th is  ro le i t  is im portan t to un
derstand the extent o f th e ir  social 
basis w ith in  contem porary Ger 
many. The Fascist movement is a

A  Trade Union Balance Sheet In Germany
The fa ilu re  of the German Com 

m unist P a rty  to  arouse the  w o rk 
ing class against Fascism is  to  a 
la rge extent expla inable by its  
false trade un ion policies. When 
,-on Papen pu t th rough h is  coup 
l ’E ta t, on J u ly  20th o f la s t year, 
the p a rty ’s c a ll for' a general s tr ike  
met l i t t le  response in  the ranks of 
he workers. S im ila rly , on the oc

casion o f the apointm ent o f H it le r  
as Chancellor o f the German Reich 
on January 30, the ca ll o f the 
Communist p a rty  fo r  a  general 
s tr ike  found a ll b u t the m ost ad
vanced revo lu tiona ry  workers, as 
the Ham burg dock workers, staying 
on th e ir  jobs. A  revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty  which was able to  ra lly  
over five m illio n s  to  its  parliam ent 
ary banner, could get tens o r at 
best several hundred thousands to  
respond to its  extra-parliam entary 
action, the general strike .

To understand th is  one m ust ex
amine the p a rty ’s trade union po l
icies in  the past few year's and its  
re la tion  to the general trade union 
movement.

The Third Period Policy
A t the he ight o f the “ th ird  per

iod” , when the social democracy 
and the re fo rm is t tr'ade unions 
were called “ social Fascist’” and 
an in te g ra l pa rt o f the cap ita lis t 
state apparatus, the German pa rty  
organized its  own trade union cen
te r. ( I t  may be rem arked th a t our 
Am erican p a rty  was instructed to  
do likew ise in  the same period—  
the Trade Union U n ity  League was 
fo rm ed ). On November 15 and 16 
a t B e rlin , the R evolu tionary Trade 
Union Opposition as a center o f 
Red trade unions and opposition 
groups in  the re form ists  trade  un
ions (w h ich would t r y  to  s p lit off 
locals fo r  the red unions) was 
formed. The o ld  po licy o f the 
L e ftis t  Communist Labor P a rty , 
condemned by the Com intern and 
Red In te rn a tio n a l o f Labor Unions 
under Lenin and T ro tsky  o f fo rm 
in g  the General Labor Union which 
would t r y  to  destroy a l l re fo rm is t 
unions, w ith d ra w  the revo lu tiona ry  
and m ilita n t elements fro m  the 
re fo rm is t unions, and organize 
“ pure and sim ple”  revo lu tiona ry  
Yinions— was revived.

The re fo rm is t trade  un ion lead
ers d id  not a t a l l d is like  th is  po l
icy. The need fo r  s trugg ling  w ith  
the m ilita n ts  w ith in  the trade un
ions was obviated. Instead o f ex
pulsions being necessary, W ith
d raw a l o f Communist workers took 
place. Nevertheless the re fo rm is t 
unions did not have any easy sa il
ing.

The General Federation o f Labor, 
a ffilia ted  to  the re fo rm is t Am ster
dam In te rn a tion a l showed a grow th 
o f membership up to  January 1st 
1930.

End o f 1928: 4,866,926 
J u ly  L  1929 : 4,942,984 
Jan. 1, 1930 : 4,948,267 

However, w ith  the in tensification 
of the economic cris is  in  Germany, 
the g row ing  unemployment and the 
fa ilu re  o f the re fo rm is t unions to 
s trugg le fo r  the workers’— jobless 
and employed— interests, hundred of 
thousands le ft the unions. In  1930 
over tw o hundred thousand (233, 
068) workers q u it the unions. In  
the fo llow ing  year, the unions lost 
582,000 workers.

Despite th is  process, the re form 
is t  unions succeeded in  m a in ta in 
ing  th e ir  hold over the employed. 
The unemployed flocked in  large 
numbers to the Communist party  
and its  a u x ilia r ie s ; the employed 
and organized remained under the 
con tro l o f the social democrats.

This is substantiated by an a r t i
cle in  the Communist International 
o f Feb. 1, 1933: “ In  the factories 
the re fo rm is t trade unions have not 
on ly  no t become re la tive ly  less po
w e rfu l, bu t according to many in 
d ications th e ir  streng th  has even 
grown.”  (Page 69.)

The T w e lfth  Plenum o f the E x
ecutive Committee o f the Commun
is t  In te rn a tion a l held in  September 
o f las t year was compelled to  re
cord the p ra c tica l f u t i l i t y  o f the 
p a rty  trade  union course.

Admission of Failure 
“ In  Germany, the red trade un

ions (m eta l workers, m iners) have 
fa iled  to  organize the strugg le 
against the cap ita lis t offensive and 
have now stagnated.”  (C ap ita lis t 
S tab iliza tion  Has Ended, page 30.)

B u t mere admission o f shortcom
ings is ha rd ly  sufficient. The pol
icy o f sm all Red trade unions com
bined w ith  the  slogans o f “ inde
pendent leadership” , th a t is, lead
ersh ip in  s trikes w h ich  in  practise 
is independent o f the un ion organ i
zations and the w orkers themselves 
and “ un ited fro n t from  below”  d iv 
orced the revo lu tiona ry  worker's 
from  the mass o f organized labor.

Out of 13,129 local branches of 
the General Federation about 250 
are led by Communist and L e ft 
w ing groups. Even in  branches 
contro lled by the p a rty  the workers 
could not be aroused to the ca lls 
fo r  “ united f ro n t from  below” .

“ Thus, in  the d is tr ic t o f Hessen- 
F ra n k fu rt, the leaders o f a number 
of local T. U. branches controlled

by us refused to issue a ca ll fo r 
strikes against Fascist te rro r be
cause, they m aintained, “ as organ i
zations affilia ted to  the A ll-Germ an 
Federation o f Trade Unions they 
m ust a w a it a s tr ike  ca ll from  the 
federa tion .’ ”  Communist Interna
tional, Vol. X , No. 2. February- 1, 
1933, page 73.)

The same author, one S. Pere- 
vosnikov, give some in te resting  in 
fo rm a tion  w h ic li th row s lig h t on 
the present s ita tion.

“ A t the last B e rlin  D is tr ic t  Con
ference o f the party , i t  was reveal 
ed th a t about 250 delegates (nearly  
a quarte r o f the to ta l)  vo lu n ta r ily  
qu it the unions. A t a d is tr ic t  con
ference of the p a rty  in E lsn itz  
ninety-nine o f 176 delegates were 
ne ither in  trade unions nor the 
trade union opposition. In  Saxony, 
o f 4,000 p a rty  members, on ly 250 
members of the revo lu tionary op
position.”  (Page 74.)

“ A ltogether, according to the 
figures o f the N ational Committee 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  trade union 
epjiosition, 34,000 new members 
jo ined and 48,000 le ft the Opposi
tion du ring  the past nine m onths.”  
(Page 78.)

A re such conditions due to a 
“ wrong app lica tion  o f the correct 
line ” ? H a rd ly . They are the leg i
tim ate  f ru its  of the S ta lin is t po l
icies.

A  decisive tu rn  has to be made. 
The u ltim a tis t slogan o f “ united 
fro n t fro m  below under revo lu tion 
a ry  leadership”  has to be throw n 
overboard. The several hundred 
thousand members o f the Red trade 
unions m ust re turn , as a group, to 
t lie  re fo rm is t unions and stragg le 
fo r the workers’ economic needs 
aud figh t fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  pro
gram o f  the un ited fro n t o f w o rk 
ers’ organizations against Fascism.

Such a change o f po licy is es
pec ia lly  im perative today when ac
cord ing to  news reports (New York 
Times—3-13-33) thousands o f w o rk
ers are re tu rn in g  to industry . Th is 
lays the basis fo r  broad s trike  
movements. The worker's w i l l  
s trugg le fo r the positions lost in  
the past p e rio d ; against worsening 
o f economic conditions, wage cuts, 
etc. A t  such a tim e the revo lu tion
a ry  workers func tion ing  m ilita n t ly  
w ith in  the re fo rm is t unions can 
fu rth e r the interests, both economic 
and po litica l, o f  the en tire  class, 
and a cement a u n ity  o f the p ro
le ta r ia t th a t can defeat Fascism 
and go over the struggle fo r  a So
v ie t Germany.

—JOSEPH CARTER.

Alternatives in the 
Decisive Class Battles

pleb ian movement, composed es
sen tia lly  o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie 
and slum  p r ile ta r ia t, bu t d raw ing 
recru its  also fro m  the bourgeoisie 
and rro in  the p ro le ta rian  masses 
to  a certa in  extent. I t  has a large 
basis in  Germany p a r tic u la r ly  by 
v ir tu e  of the numerous m iddle 
class there. Gernlany has ye t a 
large fa rm  ' popu lation m ainta ined 
through decades by pro tective  ta r 
iffs  imposed by the reactionary 
ju nke r regimes. W h ile  th is  kept 
a g r ic u ltu ra l prices h igh i t  also 
served to  m a in ta in  the fa rm ers as 
a social counter-weight against the 
p ro le ta ria t, England, by her in 
dus tria liza tion , and by v ir tu e  of 
acqu iring  a large colon ia l empire 
could afford to sacrifice her ag ricu l
tu re  and d rive  the peasants in to  
the factories. The German bour
geoisie was not so fortunate!. I t  
did not a tta in  such a w ide expanse 
and therefore had to lind  specific 
means to create th is  social counter
w e igh t against the p ro le ta ria t. To 
an extent th a t was also accom
plished by the development o f a 
large and conservative state bu
reaucracy. B u t its  low er layers 
were h it  hard by the general pau
periza tion o f the  post-war crises. 
And hence i t  became so much more 
im portan t a t the present ju nc tu re  
to clean out the "u n re lia b le ”  so
c ia l democrats from  th e ir  positions 
iu th is  bureaucracy.

The German Fascist movement 
has passed through its  evo lution o f 
demagogy, socialist in  tone and 
co loring  necessary t;o re c ru it a 
mass movement, in  the beginning 
the leaders, who rose from  the 
rank and file, promised to drive  
out the in te rna tiona l bankers and 
a ll " fo re ig n ” , p a rtic u la r ly  Jew ish, 
explo iters. They promised to break 
up the landed estates and to  re
h a b ilita te  the farm ers. They p ro 
mised to  restore tlie  m iddle class 
property and the losses i t  suffered 
du ring  the in fla tio n  period. They

Danger in C .I. 
Turn

(Continued from  Page 1)

who d is rup t the un ited fro n t o f the 
workers.”  (O u r emphasis.)

The Bravda comment on th is  
passage repeats th a t “ d u rin g  the 
tim e o f these revo lu tiona ry  actions, 
th a t solely during that time, the 
Communists w i l l  re fra in  from  ‘a t
tacks’ against the social democratic 
organizations.”

W hat “ a ttacks”  are meant? Ob 
viously not physica l attacks on the 
social dem ocratic organizations 
The o n ly  significnce th a t can be 
attached to the passage is th a t in 
side the united fro n t the Commun
is t in te rn a tio n a l pledges its e lf  to 
re fra in  from  a ll criticism of the 
social democracy! The overnight 
sw ing from  u ltra -L e ftism  to  tha t 
siiecies o f bureaucratic opportunism  
w h ich characterized the whole 
course o f the S ta lin -B ucharin  lead
ership from  1924 to 1928, is posi
tive ly  b rea th -tak ing ! And therein 
lies the outstanding danger in the 
tu rn  o f the C. I .  i t  m ust always 
be borne in  m ind th a t the u ltra - 
Le ftism  o f the S ta lin is ts  is itse lf 
o f a iiecu lia r k ind . I t  is not so 
much k indred to  the extreme ra d i
calism th a t characterized certa in  
sections o f the Com intern in  its  
in fancy, as i t  is the specific t ra it  
o f an opportunist group  in  Com
m unism which has been frigh tened 
in to  a leap to  verbal rad ica lism  by 
the catastrophic consequences of 
its  own R igh t w ing  po licy  o f the 
day before. The bureaucracy o f 
the Com intern is not U ltra -Le ftis t 
"per se” , hut. Centrist, th a t is, a 
petty bourgeois tendency sw inging 
between M arxism  and liqu ida tion - 
ism. The inna te ly  opportun is t ul- 
tra -L e ftis t, sw inging to the R igh t 
in  a second spasm o f fear, is cap
able o f the w ildest plunges in  tha t 
d irection, w ith  consequences no less 
disastrous fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  and 
w ork ing  class movements. The firs t 
d is tin c t signs o f th a t sw ing are a l
ready v is ib le . The S ta lin is t hero
es who yesterday refused to s it 
down w ith  the "m urderers of Lieb- 
kneeht and Luxem burg”  now knock 
te a rfu lly  a t the doors of the “ united 
f ro n t”  organized by the bloated 
Jewish bourgeoisie to protest m ild ly  
against H i t le r ’s anti-Sem itism . 
These who were too proud yester
day to  take the 4 leadership o f a 
un ited proletarian fron t, todav 
complain pa thetica lly  at. not being 
allowed to march at the ta il-end of 
a “ un ited f ro n t”  o f the bourgeois 
and pe tty  bourgeois frock coats of 
various re lig ious denominations.

A ga inst th is  dangerus opportun
is t-tre n d , an alarm  signal m ust be 
sounded im m ediate ly. The united 
fro n t fo r w h ic li t lie  L e ft Opposition 
figh ts is the un ited fro n t o f Lenin 
and T ro tsky , and not o f S ta lin  and 
Chiang Kai-S liek, o f Tomsky and 
P urce ll, o f  Pepper and LaFollette , 
o f K o la rov and Raditch. We are 
fo r the un ited fro n t w ith  the social 
democracy— from  top to bottom, in 
w h ich  t i l l '  social democracy is put 
to  the w a ll and compelled to  act 
or be discredited in  the eyes of the 
masses, a un ited fro n t in  which, 
above a ll, the Communist pa rty  
reta ins its  independence, its  free
dom o f c ritic ism , o f the press, of 
its  ideas— in  a word, in  which i t  
remains a Communist p a rty  and is 
not liqu idated. We are as in tran - 
s igeantly opposed to  the non-ag
gression pacts proposed by the S ta l
in is ts  as we are against those pro
posed by the social democracy. T ha t 
price fo r  the united fro n t is not 
on ly too high but leads d irec tly  
to  disaster.

turned the fire  o f aroused na tio n a l
ism  against the fo rm er enemies 
across the border, p a rtic u la r ly  
against the V ersa illes tre a ty  and 
a ll th a t i t  im plied.

Now th a t the Fascist brigands 
believe th a t the m aintenance of 
power is securely w ith in  th e ir grasp 
the d irec tion  o f th e ir  f ire  has en
t ire ly  changed. W h ile  con tinu ing 
th e ir  demagogy as a coat o f arm s 
under w h ich a ru th less w ork ing  
class suppression is ca rried  out, 
the in te rna tiona l bankers and the 
land owners no longer appear in  
th e ir vocabulary characteriz ing  the 
enemy. They now fee l th a t they 
can move th e ir  trooi>s d ire c tly  
against the Com m unist and w ork
ing class movement. For th a t the 
sta te  powers a re  p u t a t th e ir  dis
posal. T h is  aim  has moved up to  
the very center o f th e ir  campaign. 
The Fascist hordes no longer d irect 
th e ir  fire  against the Versa illes 
trea ty . The annual payments of 
tr ib u te  have p ra c tica lly  ended and 
fu rth e r readjustm ents prom ise no 
great d ifficu lties. M il ita ry  equa lity  
fo r Germany can easily be ob ta in 
ed. And more so by v irtu e  o f the 
d irection o f the Fascist f ire  which 
is now tu rn in g  eastward tow ard  
the Soviet Republic. Tbe f irs t in 
tim ations are the reports of s tra in  
ing re la tions between the two gov
ernments.

The German Fascists and the 
German big bourgeoisie know very 
w e ll th a t w ith in  the w o rk ing  class 
o f t lie  Soviet Union lie  the greatest 
sources o f sym pathy and support 
to the German w o rk ing  class move
ment. _ Its  existence is no doubt 
clear to (hem even i f  they do not 
discount tlie  present stranglehold 
o f S talin ism  para lyz ing actual as
sertion o f t liis  sym pathy and sup
port. They recognize the w o rld  
im plica tions of the advance o f the 
Communist movement, and hence 
they h u r l th e ir challenge to  the 
Com intern and to tlie  p ro le ta rian  
d ic ta torsh ip . In  th e ir  th rea ts  to  
exterm inate the Communist move
ment throughout the w orld  they  
are a lready consciously and de lib 
era te ly  fo rg ing  the spearhead o f 
im peria list, in te rven tion  against the 
Sot ie t Ln ion. Th is is the double- 
edged sword by w h ich they a im  
to accomplish th e ir  im m ediate goal 
in Germany and s im ultaneously 
ra lly  the support o f a llies o f the  
im p e ria lis t powers everywhere fo r  
the in te rna tiona l objective.

Touching Reconciliations 
The German southern states, re 

ca lc itra n t to the early  H it le r  pro- 
nonciamentos, have now declared 
tha t th e ir  u n ity  in  the aims against 
w orld  Communism. French im per

ia lis ts  ,who once g rea tly  feared the 
H it le r  ascension to power, are now 
completely reconciled to  th a t fac t 
and not a t a ll d isturbed. Voices 
in  I  ranee in d ica ting  rapproch
ement to  Germany are becoming 
more audible. W h ile  t lie  in te rna 
tiona l ob jective is yet concealed in  
these voices i t  undoubtedly is ta k 
ing  fo rm  in  the minds.

Thus we see today in actua l de
velopment the enormous danger* 
against wh ich the In te rn a tio n a l 
L e ft Op(x>sitioii a long tim e  ago 
raised its  voice o f serious w arn ing.

The events, however, w i l l  con
tinue and develop (he ir own in e v it
able logic. German cap ita lism  to- 
da,\ s l i i l  constitutes the weakest 
lin k  of the im p e ria lis t chain. I ts  
tremendous convulsions lend em
phasis to the unevenness o f devel
opment. ex is ting  also in  the capi- 
la lis t decay stage. B u t to  the 
revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria t th is  poses 
definite s tra teg ica l problems w h ich  
the S ta lin is t regim e has com pletely 
fa iled  to master. On the one hand 
i t  poses the poss ib ility  o f b reaking 
the weak links  in  the im p e ria lis t 
chain and the po ss ib ility  o f the p ro
le ta ria t seizing power. In  th is  
sense the uneven development o f 
decay becomes a lever fa v o rin g  the 
pro le ta rian  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  the USS 
R. But, a t the same tim e i t  also 
emphasizes the im p oss ib ility  o f 
bu ild ing  socialism  w ith in  one s in 
gle country, in  the USSR w h ich  is 
s t i l l  sub ject to the conditions o f 
th is  very unstable eq u ilib rium  o f 
the w orld  m arke t dom inated by 
decay capita lism . These tw o  pro
blems o f strategy cannot be sep
arated but m ust go hand in  hand 
so th a t a po licy o f bu ild ing  toward 
Socialism in  t lie  USSR firs t  o f a ll 
prosupposes a po licy  of p reparing 
the parties, of p repa ring  the work- 
in» class fo r  the extension o f the 
pro le ta rian  revo lu tion  by the seiz
ure o f power in  the weak lin ks  
of t lie  im p e ria lis t chain.

Effects o f S ta lin is t S tra tegy 
The en tire ly  false s tra tegy o f 

the S ta lin is t Com intern regime has 
run counter to the d ia lectics of 
(he developing cap ita lis t con tra
dictions. As a resu lt the p ro le ta r
ian lias suffered defeats and become 
disarmed, despite the ob jective ly 
favorable situa tions, and the most 
murderous reaction has a t present 
gained the upper hand. W hat enor
mous crim es! B u t by th is  the 
S ta lin is t regime has on ly  succeeded 
in postponing the shocks w h ich w i l l  
now reverberate w ith  so much more 
t ita n ic  force and sweep i t  from  its  
position o f dom ination in  the move
ment.

W ithou t entering in to  discussion 
of t lie  possib ilities and im p lica tions 
o f fu r th e r  developments in  Ger
many, and w ith ou t even exclud ing 
in advance die w orst v a ria n t fo r  
the next stage, i t  is  neverless w e ll 
to remember th a t the a t present 
attempted counter-revo lu tion w i l l  
s t i l l  meet its  com plications. The 
economic con juncture  is by no 
means favorable to its  development. 
The w ork ing class is not yet de
feated. And i t  is more im portan t 
yet to remember th a t t lie  German 
w o rk ing  class, though unprepared 
s t i l l  possesses great resources w ith 
in  itse lf. B ut these can be un
folded fu lly  on ly when its  vanguard 
has become freed from  the curse o f 
Stalin ism .

To be continued 
— ARNE SWABECK.


