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For the United Defense against Hitlerism !
This brochure addresses its e lf  to 

the socia l dem ocratic workers, even 
though personally the au thor be
longs to another pa rty . The dis
agreements between Communism 
and social democracy run  very 
deep. 1 consider them  irre co n c il
able. Nevertheless, the course o f 
events frequen tly  puts tasks before 
the w ork ing  class w h ich  im pera
tiv e ly  demand the jo in t  ac tion  o f 
the tw o  parties. Is  such an action 
possible'; P erfectly  possible, as 
h is to rica l experience and theory 
a tte s t: everyth ing dej>ends upon the 
conditions and the character o f the 
sa id  tasks. Now, i t  is  much easier 
to  engage in  a jo in t  action  when 
i t  is  a question fo r  the p ro le ta ria t 
no t o f tak in g  the offensive- fo r  the 
a tta inm en t of new objectives, bu t 
o f defending the positions a lready 
gained.

T h a t is how the question is posed 
in  Germany. The German p ro le ta r
ia t  is in  a s itua tion  where i t  m ust 
re tre a t and give up its  positions. 
T o  be sure, the re  is no lack  of 
windbags to  c ry  th a t we are a l
legedly in  the presence o f a rev
o lu tio n a ry  offensive. These are 
people who obviously do n o t know 
how to  d is tingu ish  th e ir  r ig h t  from  
th e ir  le ft. There is  no doubt th a t 
the hour o f the offensive w i l l  
s tr ike . B u t today the problem  is 
to  a rrest the d isorderly  re tre a t and 
to proceed to  the regroup ing o f the 
forces fo r  the defensive. In  p o li
tics as in  the m il ita ry  a rt, to  un
derstand a problem  c lea rly  is to 
fa c il ita te  its  so lu tion. To get in 
tox ica ted by phrases is to  he lp the 
adversary. One m ust see c learly  
w hat is happening: the class en
emy, th a t is, monopoly cap ita l and 
la rge feuda l p roperty , spared by 
the  November revo lu tion , are along 
the whole fro n t. The enemy is 
u t il iz in g  tw o means w ith  a d iffe r
ent h is to rica l o r ig in : f irs t, the m ili-

A  Talk with the Socialist W orkers by Leon Trotsky
ta ry  and police apparatus prepar
ed by a ll the preceding governments 
w h ich  stood on the ground of the 
W eim ar c o n s titu tio n ; second, na
tional-socia lism , th a t is, the  troops 
o f the p e tty  bourgeois counter
revo lu tion  whom  finance cap ita l 
arm s and inc ites  against the w o rk 
ers.

The' a im  o f cap ita l and o f the 
landowning caste is c le a r: to  crush 
the organ izations of the p ro le ta r
ia t, to i«.rip them  o f the possib il
i ty  not on ly o f ta k in g  the offensive 
bu t also o f defending themselves. 
As can be seen, tw en ty  years of 
co llabora tion o f the social dem
ocracy w ith  the bourgeoisie have 
not softened by one io ta  the hearts 
o f the cap ita lis ts . These in d iv id 
uals acknowledge bu t one la w : the 
s trugg le  fo r  p ro fit. And they con
duct th is  strugg le w ith  a fierce and 
implacable determ ination , stopping 
a t no th ing and s t i l l  less a t th e ir  
own laws.

The class o f exp lo iters would 
have pre ferred to  d isarm  and atom 
ize the p ro le ta ria t w ith  the least 
possible expense, w ith o u t c iv i l war, 
w ith  the a id  o f the m il ita ry  and 
jio lice means o f the W eim ar repub
lic . B u t i t  is a fra id , and w ith  
good reason, th a t " le g a l”  means by 
themselves would prove to  be in 
suffic ient to d rive  back the w o rk 
ers in to  a position where they 
w i l l  no longer have any righ ts . 
F o r th is , i t  requires Fascism as a 
supplem entary force. B u t H it le r ’s 
pa rty , fattened by monopoly capi
ta l, wants to  become not a supple
m entary force, bu t the sole govern
ing  force in  Germany. T h is  s itua 
tio n  occasions incessant conflicts 
between the governm ental allies,

conflicts w h ich  a t times take on an 
acute character. The saviors can 
a ffo rd  the lu x u ry  o f engaging mu- 

■ tu a lly  in  in trigues on ly because the 
1 p ro le ta ria t is abandoning its  posi-1 
tions w ith o u t ba ttle  and is beating 
the re tre a t w ith o u t plan, w ith o u t, 
system and w ith o u t d irection. The ¡ 
eneny is unleashed to such a po in t 
th a t i t  does not constra in  its e lf 
from  discussing r ig h t in  pub lic  
where and how to s tr ik e  the next 
b low : by fro n ta l a tta c k ; by bear
in g  down on the Com m unist L e ft  
f la n k ; by penetra ting deeply a t the 
rear o f the trade  unions and cu t
tin g  o ff communications, e tc ...T he  
explo iters whom i t  has staved dis
course on the W eim ar repub lic as 
i f  i t  were sonle worn-out b o w l; they 
ask themselves i f  i t  should s t i l l  be 
u tilized  fo r  a w h ile  o r be th row n 
in to  the discard r ig h t  away.

The bourgeoisie enjoys the fu l l
freedom o f maneuvering, th a t is,
o f the choice o f means , o f tim e 
and o f place. I ts  chiefs combine 
the arms of the law  w ith  the arms 
o f band itry . The p ro le ta r ia t com
bines no th ing a t a ll and does not 
defend ifs e lf. I ts  troops a re  s p lit  
up, and its  chiefs discourse lang
u id ly  on whether o r not i t  is a t 
a l l possible to  combine forces. 
There in  lies the essence of the
in te rm inab le  discussions on the
united fro n t. I f  the vanguard 
workers do no t become conscious o f 
the s itua tion  and do not intervene 
perem ptorily  in  the debate, the 
German p ro le ta r ia t may find its e lf  
crucified fo r  years on the cross of 
Fascism.

IS  IT  NOT TOO LATE?

I t  may be th a t here m y social

democratic in te rlo cu to r in te rrup ts  
me and says: Don’t  you come too 
la te to propagate the un ited  fro n t?  
W hat d id  you do before this?

T h is objection would not be cor
rect. T h is  is no t the f irs t  tim e 
th a t the question o f a un ited  fro n t 
o f defense against Fascism is  
raised. I  pe rm it m yse lf to .refer 
to  w hat I  m yself had the occasion 
to  say on th is  subject in  September 
1930, a fte r  the f irs t  g reat success 
of the national-socia lists. Address
in g  m yself to  the Communist w o rk 
ers, I  w ro te :

"The Communist p a rty  m ust ca ll 
fo r  the defense o f the m a te ria l and 
m oral positions w h ich the w o rk ing  
class has succeeded in  conquering 
in  the German state. The fa te  of 
the p o lit ic a l organizations, o f the 
trade unions, of the newspapers 
and p rin tin g  plants, o f the clubs, 
o f the lib raries, of the w o rk in g  
class, etc., is d ire c tly  a t stake. The 
Communist w o rke r m ust say to  the 
social dem ocratic w o rk e r: ‘The pol
icy  o f our parties is irreconcilab le ; 
bu t i f  the Fascists come ton igh t 
to  sack the h a ll o f y o u r organiza
tion, I  w i l l  hasten to your aid w ith  
arms in  hand. Do you promise me 
tha t i f  a danger threatens m y o r
ganization you w i l l  run  to my aid?’ 
There is the quintessence o f the 
po licy o f the present i>eriod. A l l  
the propaganda m ust be attuned 
to th is  diapason.

“ The more seriously, persistently 
and reflective ly  we ca rry  on th is  
a g ita t io n .. .  .the  more we w i l l  pro
pose in  each factory, in  each w o rk 
e r’s quarte r and ward, active o r 
ganizational measures fo r the de
fensive, the less w il l  be the danger 
of being taken by surprise by the 
a ttack  o f the Fascists and the more

certitude we w i l l  have th a t th is  
a ttack, instead of smashing the 
ranks o f the workers, w i l l  cement 
them.”

The brochure fro m  w h ich  I  take 
th is  e x trac t was w r itte n  tw o  and 
a h a lf years ago. There is not the 
s ligh te s t doubt today th a t i f  th is  
po licy had been adopted in  tim e. 
H it le r  w ould no t be chancellor a t 
the present tim e and the positions 
o f the German p ro le ta r ia t would 
be unassailable. B u t one cannot 
re tu rn  to  the past. As a resu lt o f  
the m istakes w h ich  were com m it
ted and the tim e  w hich was a llo w 
ed to pass, the problem o f defense 
is posed today w ith  in fin ite ly  great
er d iff ic u lty : bu t the task remains 
ju s t as before. Even r ig h t  now i t  
is  possible to  a lte r the re la tio n  o f 
forces in  fa v o r o f the pro le ta ria t. 
Towards th is  end, one m ust have a 
plan, a system, a com bination o f 
forces fo r  the defense. B u t above 
a ll, one m ust have the w i l l  to  de
fend him self. I  hasten to  add tha t 
on ly he defends h im se lf w e ll who 
does no t confine h im se lf to the de
fensive bu t who, a t the f irs t  occa
sion, is determ ined to  pass over to 
the offensive.

■What a tt itu d e  does the social 
democracy adopt towards th is  ques
tion  ?

A NON-AGGRESSION PACT
The social dem ocratic leaders 

propose to  the Communist p a rty  to 
conclude a “ non-aggression pact” . 
When I  read th is  phrase fo r  the 
f irs t tim e in  the Vorw aerfa , I  
though t i t  was an inc iden ta l and 
not very happy pleasantry. The 
fo rm u la  o f the non-aggression pact, 
however, is  today in  vogue and a t 
the present tim e  i t  is  a t the center1

o f a l l the discussions. The social 
dem ocratic leaders are no t lack ing 
in  tried -ou t and s k il l fu l po lic ies. 
A l l  the more reason fo r  asking how 
they could have chosen such a 
slogan which runs counter to  th e ir  
own interests.

The fo rm u la  has been borrowed 
from  diplom acy. The m eaning of 
th is  type o f pact Consists in  th is :  
tw o  states w h ich  have sufficient 
causes fo r  w a r engage themselves 
fo r  a determ ined period no t to  re
so rt to the force o f arm s against 
each other. The Soviet Union, fo r 
example, has signed such a r ig o r 
ously circum scribed pact w ith  P o l
and. G ran ting  th a t a  w a r were to  
break out between Germany and 
Poland, the said pact would in  no 
way ob ligate the Soviet Un ion to 
come to the  aid  o f Poland. Non
aggression and no th ing  more. In  
no way does i t  im p ly  common ac
tio n  fo r  defense; on the con tra ry, 
i t  excludes th is  ac tio n : w ith o u t 
th is, the pact would have a qu ite 
d iffe ren t character and would be 
called by a qu ite  d iffe ren t name.

W hat sense then do the social 
dem ocratic leaders give to  th is  
form ula? D o the Communists 
threaten to  sack the social dem
ocra tic organizations? O r else is 
the socia l democracy disposed to  
undertake a crusade against the 
Communists? As a m a tte r o f fact, 
som ething en tire ly  d iffe re n t is  in 
question. I f  one wants to use the 
language o f diplomacy, i t  would be 
in  place to  speak not o f a non-ag
gression pact, but o f a defensive 
alliance ag ianst a th ird  pa rty , th a t 
is, against Fascism. The aim  is 
not to  h a lt o r  to exorcize an a rm 
ed strugg le between Communists 
and social democrats— there could

be no question o f a danger ■ of w a r 
— but o f com bining the forces of 
the social democrats and the Com
m unists against the a ttack  w ith  
arms in  hand w h ich  has already 
been launched against them  by the 
national-socia lists.

Incred ib le  as i t  may seem, tho 
social democratic leaders are sub
s t itu t in g  fo r  the question o f  the 
genuine defense against the armed 
actions o f Fascism, the question 
o f the political controversy between 
Communists and social democrats. 
I t  is exactly  as i f  one were to 
substitu te  fo r  the question o f how 
to  prevent the de ra ilm ent o f a 
tra in , the question of the need for 
m utua l courtesy between the tra v 
ellers o f tl^e second and th ird  
classes.

The m isfortune, in  any case, is 
th a t the ill-conceived fo rm u la  of 
a “ non-aggression pact”  w i l l  no t 
even be able to  subserve the in 
fe r io r  a im  in  whose name i t  is 
dragged in  by the ha ir. The en
gagement assumed by tw o states 
not to a ttack each other, in  no 
way elim inates th e ir  struggle, th e ir  
polemics, th e ir  in trigues and the ir 
maneuvers. The semi-official Polish 
journals, in  spite o f the pact, foam 
a t the jn o u th  when they speak of 
the Soviet Union. F o r its  part, 
the Soviet press is fa r  fro m  m ak
in g  compliments to  the Polish re 
gime. The fa c t o f the m atte r is 
tha t the social dem ocratic leaders 
have steered a w rong course in  
try in g  to  substitu te  a conventional 
d ip lom atic  fo rm u la  fo r  the  p o li
t ic a l tasks o f the p ro le ta ria t.

JO INTLY ORGANIZE TH E  
DEFENSE, DO NOT FORGET 
TH E  PAST, PREPARE FOR 
TH E  FUTURE

More prudent social democratic 
jo u rn a lis ts  transla te  th e ir  thought

(Continued on Page 3)

Stalinist Persecutions
Russian Left Opposition Forges Ahead in the Party

Moscow.— The m ost im portan t 
fa c t here is the a rrest o f  forme* 
L e ft  Oppositionists, th is  tim e not 
ra n k  and file rs, bu t leaders. . . .  You 
probably already know  about the 
arrests o f I .  N. Sm irnov, Preobraz
hensky, U fim tzev, Ter-Vaganyan, 
L ifs h itz , G ruenstein, Mrachkovsky, 
Pereverzev. and many others. In  
Leningrad, O lga, Ravich was a r
rested. In  K ha rkov— K are tny , the 
w ife  o f the People’s Commissar of 
A g ric u ltu re  o f U kra ine , who h im 
self, i t  is  said, had and has no con
nection whatever' w ith  the Opposi
tion . M rachkovsky and Pereverzev 
were arrested in  the F a r East and 
they are being brought to Moscow. 
M any a rrests  were made in  the 
F ore ign Trade Departm ent ( in  
p a rticu la r, the above-named L i f 
s h itz ) . A l l  to ld  about a hundred 
people were arrested who a t one 
tim e o r another belonged to  the 
cadres o f the L e f t  Opposition. The 
ch ie f arrests were made in  Moscow, 
Len ingrad and K ha rkov.*

As you know, the  repressions in 
the p a rty  have been going on at 
f u l l  speed fo r the la s t few  months, 
and are con tinua lly  on the increase. 
B u t nevertheless the arrests of 
Sm irnov, Preobrazhensky and the 
others have made a tremendous im 
pression, not on ly because old pa rty  
members w ith  great reputations 
are involved bu t ch ie fly  because 
those concerned are fo rm er Opposi
tio n  and made the attem pt a t re 
conc ilia tion  w ith  the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy. The p o litica l connec
tion  between these arrests and the 
ex ile  o f Z inoviev and Kamenev is 
self-evident. O ld  revo lu tion is ts , 
experienced po litic ian s  made the

’ I .  N . Smirnov and Perobrazhen-
sky— Bolsheviks fro m  the day the 
p a rty  was founded; they belonged 
to  the center o f the L e ft  Opposi
t io n  fro m  the day i t  was organiz
ed.

Ufimtzev one o f the leading U ra l 
Bolsheviks and Oppositionists, in  
h is ow n tim e he was sent to  Vienna, 
as cha irm an of the trade bureau.

Ter-Vaganyan —  old Bolshevik, 
founder and ed ito r o f the magazine 
“ Under the Banner of M arv ism ” , 
au thor o f books on Plekhanov, on 
the na tiona l question, etc. Gruen
stein— L e ttish  Bolshevik, spent 
m any years sentenced to  hard  la 
bor, hero o f the C iv il W ar, fo rm er 
c h ie f o f a Red D iv is ion , subsequ
en tly  head o f an av ia tion  school. 
Mraclikovsky—B olshevik fro m  the 
founda tion  o f the pa rty , leading 
figu re  in  the U ra ls , hero o f the 
C iv il W ar, subsequently in  com
mand o f a  m il ita ry  d is tr ic t.  Pere
verzev— old Bolshevik, one o f the 
leaders o f the U k ra in ia n  Opposi
tion , subsequently was sent to  B er
l in ;  T ro tsky ’s le tte r to  Pereverzev 
was intercepted and published in  
the  press by the S ta lin is ts  on the 
eve o f T ro ts k y ’s deporta tion to  
A lm a  A ta . O. Ravich— old Bol
shevik, in tim a te ly  connected w ith  
Len in  du ring  the em igra tion  per
iod, member o f the Petrograd P a rty  
Committee, etc.— E d ito r.

a ttem pt to find  a common language 
w ith  t lie  apparatus. The experi
ment endured about fo u r years and 
led to a break. In  its  own tim e, 
i t  was explained, in  a ll the nucle i 
in  t lie  pa rty , th a t " a ll the o(d B o l
sheviks have broken w ith  the  L e ft 
O pposition”  and th a t th is  fa c t alone 
meant its  fin ish. I t  is indub itab le  
th a t th is  deelartion created a great 
impression upon w ide p a rty  circles. 
A t present the arrests o f fo rm er 
L e ft O ppositionists create even a 
greater impression. B u t th is  tim e 
ju s t  to  the con tra ry. M any say, 
“ T h is  proves th a t the L e ft  Opposi
tion  has shown its  correctness, 
since a ll those are now re tu rn ing  to

(Continued on Page 3)

W o rkers' Youth Form  Genuine U nited  Front 

in New  YorI{ Protest Struggle against H itlerism
One hundred and nineteen dele

gates, representing fifty -five  youth 
organizations met in  New Y ork, 
M arch 24-25, a t a conference to 
plan concrete action in  the  s trug 
gle against German Fascism. The 
delegates were overwhelm ingly L e ft 
w ing and Communist, inc lud ing  the 
Young Communist League, the 
Young Communist League (Opposi
t io n )— Lovestone Group, the Na
tio n a l You th  Committee of the 
Communist L e ft Opposition, the 
New Y o rk  Spartacus Youth Club, 
and the N a tiona l Student League. 
Several socia list groups were pre
sent, such as the Rand School S tu
dents Ass’n, w h ich  had in it ia te d  
the conference, the Brookwood L a 
bor College Fellow sh ip— one o f the 
delegates being a member o f the

Party M ay  Day Conference Reveals 
Inner Dispute on United Front Policy

n v e  hundred and th ir ty  delegat
es from  one hundred and sixteen 
organ izations gathered to  constitute 
the New Y ork  U n ited  F ro n t May 
Day Conference, on Sunday, March 
19th. F o r the m ost pa rt, they 
were the same delegates who make 
up a ll the pa rty  un ited fro n t mas
querades hereabouts. I ts  breadth 
can be seen from  the credentials 
com m ittee re p o r t : fo u r A F  o f  L  
unions were represented by s ix 
delegates; there were no represen
tatives from  the Socia list p a rty  or 
YPSL.

The proceedings were the usual 
s lx-cyclinder, S ta lin is t machine a f
fa ir .  In  las t Sunday’s d u ll rou tine  
points o f g reat im portance fo r  the 
movement as a whole stood ou t and 
must become known to ou r move
ment.

H athaw ay made the report. H is  
speech was m arked by the utm ost 
confusion on the question o f Fasc
ism in  Germany and the fig h t 
against it .  Accord ing to him , the 
danger' o f w ar has become more 
acute since H it le r ’s accession to  
power, not because the inevitab le  
development o f a tr ium p ha n t Fasc
ism makes i t  the spear-head o f the 
im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  o f the 
USSR— according to  H a th aw ay; 
the danger lies in  H itle r 's  attem pt 
to organize an anti-Versa illes bloc 
to recapture the te r r ito ry  o f Ger
many lost to  the A llie d  power's.

H athaw ay’s analysis o f the per
spectives o f German Fascism were 
the last w ord  in  confusion. He 
fo re to ld  its  m echanical collapse! 
I ta lia n  Fascism, said he, im proved 
the conditions of the masses be
cause i t  came to  power in  the up
w ard curve of the economic con
ju nc tu re  ! B u t H it le r  has come to  
power in  the period o f the down
w ard  curve! The workers w i l l  be
come qu ick ly  d is illusioned w ith

H it le r ’s bankrupt, program  and the 
German Communist P a rty  w i l l  con
tinue the strugg le against H itle r , 
tak in g  advantage o f his every fa i l 
ure to fu lf i l l  h is demagogic p ro
mises!

B u t H athaw ay surprised us 
m ig h tily  when he ¡ppoke dn the 
question o f broadening the con fer
ence and the un ited fro n t. We 
thought he was reading fro m  the 
M il ita n t !  To l>e sure, his speech 
on t il ls  po in t does no t settle the 
question. He and h is  fe llow -bu
reaucrats rem ain today the same 
C entrists there were yesterday and 
the day before. I t  is not excluded 
tha t, under the pressure o f events, 
the 0 . I. tu rn  and the c ritic ism  o f 
the L e ft Opposition, they may, fo r  
a time, make an e ffo rt to  ca rry  out 
a correct un ited f ro n t po licy. B u t 
Uvea in  th is  case, i,n view  o f the 
past, and the dubious circumstances 
surrounding the new ha lf-tu rn , i t  
w i l l  require more than occasional 
speeches to prove th a t a tu rn  is 
being made in  rea lity . T h a t is 
in  the best case.

How  fa r  the p a rty  is fro m  a 
genuine tu rn  can be seen from  w hat 
fo llow ed. Wagenknecht, in  the 
discussion fo llow ing  H a thaw ay’s 
report, spoke fo r the un ited fro n t  
from  below. In  the discussion both 
points o f view  found supporters. 
Th is can mean only th a t the utm ost 
un c la rity  and possible d ispute ex
is ts  in  the p a rty  on th e  un ited 
fro n t question, w h ich became ob
vious some tim e  ago— and i t  os 
breaking ou t in to  the open. T h is  
w a ( to be seen in  the discusson 
between Nessin and W in te r in  the 
session o f the Mooney Conference 
O rgan iza tion Committee reported 
elsewhere in  th is  issue. I t  was to 
be seen again in  the discussion be-

(Continued on Page 2)

N ationa l Committee o f  the YPSL, 
the New Y ork U n ivers ity  Socia list 
Club and the Rand School Debs’ 
Club. Youth clubs, youth sections 
of L e ft w ing unions, the Menorah 
society —  a Jew ish group, the 
Friends of Ind ia  (G andhi fo llo w 
e rs ), the various workers’ schools, 
and several sport organizations 
were represented.

The Conference opened w ith  an 
address by the tem porary c h a ir
man, the delegate from  the group 
which in itia te d  the Conference, the 
Rand School S tudent Ass’n. He 
read the appeal o f the L e f t  w ing  
socia list parties to the Communist 
and Socia list in te rna tiona ls  fo r  a 
un ited fro n t against H itle rism . I t  
contained a c ritic ism  o f the German 
Social Dem ocratic P a rty ’s po licy 
o f class collaboration, etc., and the 
sectarian policies o f the Communist 
pa rty . I t  fu rth e r called fo r  un ity  
of the tw o  In te rn a tion a ls  on the 
basis o f the class struggle.

F o llow ing  th is , the chairm an o f 
the provis iona l committee, comrade 
Joel, a member o f the Communist 
p a rty  and representative of the 
W orkers ’ School, gave the report 
fo r  the Committee. He prefaced 
his report by a rep ly  to  the c r it ic 
ism o f the Communists delivered by 
the previous speaker. H e  did  not 
get very fa r  when the overwhelm 
in g  m a jo rity  of the delegates- 
members o f sympathizers o f the 
YOL— booed and hissed him fo r  
c r it ic iz in g  the socialists!

Comrade Joel reported th a t the 
C ity  Committee o f the Y P S L had 
forced several Y ipsel c irc le  dele 
gates to w ith d ra w  fro m  the p ro
v is iona l com m ittee; th a t the C ity  
Committee refused to  pa rtic ipa te  
in  the Conference and had even 
denied the floor to  a delegation 
from  the prov is iona l committee to 
present to  i t  the appeal for' a u n i
ted fro n t. He proceeded to  c r it ic 
ize th is  action when, once again, 
the YCLejre and sympathizers boo
ed and hissed and to ld  h im  to  s tick  
to the subject. Several delegates, 
inc lud ing  the tem porary chairm an, 
rose and protested against comrade 
Joel’s remarks.

Comrade Joe C arte r o f the N a
tiona l Youth Committee, Commun
is t League o f Am erica (O ppostion), 
took the floor and stated th a t as a 
member o f the prov is iona l com
m ittee he pr'otests against the in 
te rrup tions o f its  spokesman. He 
declared th a t the com m ittee had 
unanim ously agreed to  c ritic ize  the 
actions o f the Yipsels in  its  report 
to  the Conference, and th a t the 
delegates could discuss the report 
o f comrade Joel when i t  was con
cluded. Joel continued w ith  his 
speech exp la in ing  w hy i t  was im 
perative to c ritic ize  the Y ipsel com
m ittee, the need fo r  un ited fro n t, 
and the present plans o f the Com
m ittee fo r  a mass dem onstration 
on A p r i l 1 before the German con

sulate in  New Y ork.
F ive  speakers from  d iffe rent 

p o lit ic a l tendencies were perm itted 
to discuss the report. Herm an o f 
the Y C L stated th a t ta lk  against 
Fascism was insufficen t; one’s ac
tions would show w hether the o r
ganization is ready fo r  a struggle 
against H itle r is m . C a rte r o f the 
N a tiona l Youth Committee o f the 
L e ft lOpposition, explained th a t the 
reason fo r the un ited f ro n t  was 
th a t a ll w o rkers ’ organizations, 
Communist, Socia list and trade un
ion,. were attacked by Fascism, th a t 
in  the un ited fro n t y e  re ta in  our 
r ig h t o f c r it ic iz in g  the groups par
tic ipa ting . He declared th a t i t  was 
the social democracy w h ich paved 
the w ay fo r  H it le r  and i t  was the

(Continued on Page 2)

New III. M ine Contract
Left Wing Criticizes Provisions of 2 Year Agreement

Gillespie, HL The Scale Cornato study the contract, and to  dis-
m ittee o f the Progressive M iners 
Union o f Am erica has met w ith  the 
operators ho ld ing contracts w ith  
the union, to renew the con tract 
exp iring  A p r i l I ,  and recommend to 
the membership o f the un ion to  
sign a con tract fo r  tw o  years. A  
referendum  vote o f the un ion w i l l  
be he ld  Saturday, the 25th. The 
G illespie office has sent to a ll 
locals ins tructions and the con
tra c t to  be voted upon, b u t up to 
th is  date, Wed., M arch 23, the 
m a jo rity  o f the m iners have not 
yet seen the new con tract o r the 
amendments to the old con tract as 
proposed by the Scale Commitee. 
Regardless o f the changes o r lack 
o f changes in  the new contract, 
the m iners should have more tim e

Bank Holiday Screens Advance in 
the Concentration of Big Capital

The "Bankers H o lid a y ”  has pass 
ed in to  h is to ry  and w i l l  be record
ed as one o f the m a jo r moves o f 
the financiers in  th e ir strugg le to  
b rin g  the antiquated banking s truc
tu re  up to  the level o f the  present 
day needs o f the Am erican im per
ia lis ts . F o r years they have been 
s tr iv in g  to legalize un lim ited  branch 
banking. They have been able, 
on ly through a b itte r  s trugg le  and 
fin a lly , a compromise, to  obtain a 
p a rtia l v ic to ry  in  th is  fie ld. The 
slow progress has been due to the 
dogged resistance carried  on by the 
lesser sections o f the explo iters 
who are a t present caught in  the 
m iddle o f the strugg le  between the 
p ro le ta ria t and bourgeoisie, and 
who in  the fina l analysis, m ust 
t r a i l  behind one o r the other camp.

The speed w ith  w h ich  the state 
m o rito ria  were called and the 
qu ick fo llow -u p  by the new na
tio n a l adm in is tra tion , w ith  p ro
mises and m inor concessions to  the 
lesser exp lo iters,, proved to  be o f 
sufficient force to line  up the m a j
o r ity  o f the states to d rive  through 
the new la w  and fo r  the power to 
be given to those in  con tro l o f the 
reorganiza tion o f  the banking 
s truc tu re . The m a jo r ity  o f the 
in du s tria lis ts  and the urban and 
ru ra l m iddle class were taken o ff 
th e ir  feet and fe ll In line  fo r  the 
“ na tiona l emergency” .

What Was Aimed At?

Regardless o f the fa c t th a t the 
door is now wide open to  in fla tio n  
and in d ire c t wage cuts, the m ain 
ta rge t aimed a t and h it  by the im 
pe ria lis ts  was the reorganization 
o f the banking s truc tu re  fo r  the 
purpose o f e lim ina ting  many more 
sm all banks and sectional banking 
influence over the dom inating 
g roup ; thereby, to organize the 
m achinery so as to enable the bank

ers to  mold a single na tiona l bank
ing  system out o f the present dual 
system ; f in a lly , so as to liqu ida te  
the heavy in te rn a l debt bearing 
down upon the Am erican Indus
tries .

Such liqu id a tio n  in  th is  period 
o f attem pted c a p ita lis t reorganiza
tion  is called defla tion by the cap i
ta lis ts  bu t in  no w ay conflicts, a t 
th is  stage, w ith  the  currency in 
fla tion . On the con tra ry , liq u id a 
tion  o f the in te rn a l debt proceeds 
through a tw o-fo ld  process. On 
the one hand, bankruptcy, m erg
ers and concentration— — liq u id a 
tion. And on the o ther hand, a t 
the r ig h t moment, and p rope rly  
“con tro lled ”  th rough a graduated 
plan— the process o f in fla tio n .

Senator Vandenberg, Republican 
from  M ich igan, in  ob jecting to  the 
present procedure said : “ I f  the gov
ernm ent continues to  license banks 
on the present basis we are embark
ing  upon the most ruth less deflation 
in  the h is to ry  o f th is  o r any other 
n a tio n . . .  we are going to  needless
ly  massacre the savings o f the Am 
erican people.”  W hat else is to  be 
expected? T h a t is ju s t w ha t the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  m ust do 
in  order to  func tion  fo r  the group 
o f im peria lis ts  th a t backed its  
campaign in  the la s t election. I t  
is a governm ent action to hasten 
the prodess o f weeding ou t the 
sm all banks. I t  took the cris is  
several years to  weed ou t sm all 
banks through bankruptcy. The 
new law s speed up th is  process. 
The cap ita lis t government “ organ
izes”  the anarchy o f  cap ita lis t pro
duction, bu t i t  cannot organize 
cap ita lism  production.

Am erican im peria lism  m ust ob
ta in  m arkets and is do ing every
th in g  possible on an in te rna tiona l 
scale to  ob ta in  them. However, th is

(Continued on Page 2 )
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of America (Opposition) and Protomagia Club.

cuss i t  before the referendum  vote 
is taken.

A l l  ind ica tions show th a t the 
leadership o f the P M A  consider the 
contract they present as the most 
they could ob ta in  from  the oper
ators a t th is  tim e. The stra tegy 
o f the Scale Committee and the 
present leadership seems to be the 
desire to  ob ta in  a tw o year con
tra c t instead of the one year con
tra c t in  o rder to obtain a breath
ing  spell w h ich  is to enable them 
to consolidate and strengthen the ir 
union. T h is  in ten tion  may be the 
best bu t the way the action is  be
ing  carried  ou t is fa r  from  the 
best fo r  the in te rest o f the m iners 
in  the PMA.

Shortcomings of Contract
The shortcomings in  the con tract 

presented by the scale committee, 
a t least of as much o f the new 
contract as we are re liab ly  in form ed 
on, are the fo llo w in g : The contract 
calls fo r  a tw o  year period instead 
o f a one year period. Such a con
tra c t does not favo r the m iners and 
a m ilita n t union. On the con tra ry, 
such a contract w i l l  favo r the 
R igh t w ing  in  the union and the 
sm all operators w ith  whom the 
con tract is signed. A t  th is  stage 
o f the crisis, and especially since 
we have the new banking laws 
th a t open w ide the doors fo r  in 
fla tion  w ith  possib ilities o f a w ide 
price  change, no t downward, but 
upward, i t  is not advisable to sign 
a contract over such a long per
iod, unless a special clause is in 
serted tak in g  care of such price 
changes and in fla tion . The new 
contract does not provide fo r  th is.

There is no fundam ental d iffe r
ence between the contract present
ed fo r  referendum and the Lew is 
contract. Such a contract is  pre
sented when the PM A is fa r  strong
er than i t  was when i t  fough t the 
other (Le w is ) con tract and had 
been forced to compromise. T h is  
present compromise comes w ith o u t 
a struggle i f  the referendum  is 
carried, a t least so fa r  as the lead
ership is concerned.

The struggle fo r  the shorte r 
w orkday is le ft  out entire ly,, and 
.vet th is  is a bu rn ing problem fo r  
the whole w o rk in g  class and espe
c ia lly  the m iners. I t  is  true  th a t 
the PM A is con fronting great odds 
and an u p h ill f ig h t ; against the 
operators, the ir' state force, m u r
der frame-ups, the Lewis machine 
and the general effects o f the 
crisis, and therefore they w i l l  have 
to be care fu l in  th e ir struggle. 
The union must now figh t fo r  the 
lives _of the T a y lo rv ille  fram e-up 
v ic tim s whom the Peabody Coal 
Company wants to  burn in  the elec
tr ic  chair. The PM A must w in  
over F ra n k lin  County and a ll in 
dications are tha t a pow erfu l s trike  
¡11 >vement w ill be upon us w ith in  a 
period o f days. Confronted w ith  
these conditions the leadership de
sires a base below them fo r the 
figh t. A l l  th is  is  true  but i t  is

(Continued on Page 4)



r A 6 S l TH E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1983

LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

A  Stalinist M eeting  

In Chicago
Chicago.— A fte r  months o f cam 

paigning, a t mass meetings and in  
p r in t, by the L e ft  Opposition, the 
loca l German S ta lin is ts  have fina l
ly  been made aware o f the Fasc
is t  danger in  Germany. A t  last 
they too got to the po in t of ca lling  
a protest meeting. B u t how ? The 
an ti-Fasc is t meeting held hy the 
“ Chicago A rbe ite r C lub”  a t the So 
Cial T u rn h a lle  on M arch 5 gave 
new evidence o f the false evalua 
tion  o f the present events in  Ger
many on pa rt o f the CP comrades 
Instead o f apj)eariug as a bro ther 
organ ization of the K l ’L) th a t is, 
as Communists— they are h id ing  
behind the m antle o f the A rbe ite r 
Club.

A fte r  a short speech in  German, 
an Eng lish  speech was made by 
comrade N. B la ttn e r. I t  was an 
aggregate o f p la titudes often cu l
m ina ting  in  statements w h ich had 
to be re tracted im m edia te ly a fte r 
loud guffaws from  the audience. 
One o f these gems was the conten
tion  th a t on ly recently “ the Spanish 
Fascists and th e ir  k ing  were chased 
out w ith  machine guns”  and tha t 
the same is bound to happen else
where. Asked who i t  was tha t 
chased ou t the Spanish Fascists 
and ^yho i t  is  th a t is  standing at 
the head o f the government in  the ir 
place, the speaker was puzzled, but 
lik e  a good S ta lin is t he qu ick ly  re
covered to r e to r t : “ I t  was the Rep 
ublicans and the social Fascists, 
who are only s lig h tly  d iffe ren t from  
the other Fascists.’

A nother such clumsy tu rn  of 
speech was the assertion th a t the 
“ the cap ita lis t system has broken 
down everywhere except in  the 
Soviet Un ion” . T ha t was meat of 
course fo r  the Nazis present, who 
were profuse in  th e ir applause on 
th is  point. I t  was not a t a l l  sur
p ris ing  there fore when a fte r the 
many questions asked, the speaker 
got sick a t hea rt and instead of 
g iv ing  a fac tua l answer to the ques 
tion , replied w ith  the well-known 
m udslinging method to many o f the 
questions

The Le n in is t application o f the 
un ited fro n t in  the K o rn ilo v  period 
in  Petersburg, cited by the L e ft 
Opposition, was painted as a T ro t
sky is t lie  by him . Lenin could not 
have given the ins tructions— be 
cause he was not in  Petersburg! 
The demand o f the Opposition fo r 
a un ited f ro n t  w ith  the social dem 
ocra tic  p a rty  and the trade unions 
(fro m  top to bottom ) was distorted 
by the speaker in  his rep ly as i f  
the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  wanted to bu ild  
an uncond itiona l bloc w ith  the so 
c ia l democracy. In  his tirade  
again, t  connter-revo 1 ir)ionar'y
T ro tsky ism ”  B la ttn e r d id  not 
achieve anyth ing new. H is  frenzy 
d id  not he lp h im  any either. The 
w orkers present listened a tten tive 
ly  to  the arguments presented and 
d id  no t a llow  themselves to  be 
swayed by the lynch ing s p ir it. In  
the discussion th a t fo llow ed our 
comrades G iganti, M asliow. M artin , 
S atlr, Bornstein, etc , pa rtic ipa ted

continue th e ir  lite ra ry  discussion. 
I t  is s ign ificant th a t the leader of 
th is  group is Sernich,, the S ta lin is t 
who is most active in  expelling 
L e ft O ppositionists from  the IL D  
in  St. Louis.

A t the N o rth  side meeting, O r
v il le  Sm ith, a young S ta lin is t 
fana tic , constantly made notes on 
i very large sheet o f paper. E very 
one present nol ic ing  h im  thought 
he was m aking notes fo r a short 
speech on Germany from  the S ta l
in is t viewpoint. When he was fin- 
i l ly  given the floo r fo r  ten m in- 

tes (w h ich  was extended to fifteen ) 
im agine our surprise when the only 
rem ark he made about Germany 
was th a t he knew no th ing about 
i t !  The bankruptcy o f th is  in d iv 
idual was fu rth e r exposed by his 
admission th a t not on ly d id  he 
know noth ing about Germany but 
th a t he knew no th ing about any
th in g  else except St. Louis. This, 
from  a representative of the p o lit i
cal pa rty  of the w o rld ’s greatest 
in te rna tiona lis t, Len in ! H is  entire  
fifteen m inutes were devoted to 
the slander o f the local members 
of the Opposition, p a rtic u la r ly  Ro
berts and Payer who have been 
active in pa rty  a u x ilia ry  organiza
tions.

Other S ta lin is ts  also had th e ir  
say. One of them asked the hoary 
question, “ i f  T ro tsky  is a friend  of 
the workers why was he exiled 
from  the Soviet Union, the W ork 
ers Republic?”  A  German S ta lin 
is t remarked, tha t being a German, 
no one could te ll h im  anyth ing 
about the German s itu a tio n ! T h is  
in d iv id u a l walked out o f the meet
ing  in  feigned disgust, ev idently  
hoping th a t others w ould fo llow . 
H is  ruse fa iled  as the other w o rk 
ers sat eagerly by w a itin g  fo r  com
rade Oehler’s reply. The rep ly  was 
b rie f, because o f lack of tim e, bu t 
nevertheless to the po in t— dealing 
crush ing blows to the lies and 
slanders o f the p o lit ic a l bankrupts 
who call themselves Communists. 
A t  th e ir  com plaint of lack of tim e 
to present th e ir v iew po in t ( !) we 
offered them p len ty of tim e i f  they 
would meet us in  debate at some 
near date. Th is proposal le ft  them 
stunned and wordless, and they 
w alked ou t of the meeting consi 
derably crestfa llen.

— G. ROBERTS.

who bu t yesterday thundered th a t 
the un ited f ro n t  from  below was 
the simon-pure M arx ian  version, are 
30 day beginning to tread  in  the 
steps of the Anglo-Russian Com m it 
tee policy. F rom  the un ited  fro m  
below the S ta lin is t zigzag is mov
ing tow a rd  the un ited fro n t from  
the top. T here in  lies the danger.

B ureaucra tic  Centrism  dannot 
consistently c a rry  out a correct 
policy. In  the process o f osc illa t
ing  fro m  the extrem e o f u ltra -Le ft- 
ism to  the extreme o f R igh t oppor 
tun ism  S ta lin ism  s trikes a po in t 
a t w h ich  i t  appears to  coincide 
w ith  the M arx ian  po licy o f the L e ft 
Oppostion. The L e f t  Opposition 
strives w ith  a l l its  influence to hold 
the po licy to  the correct line. B u t 
the na ture  o f bureaucratic Cent
rism  makes th is  impossible fo r  the 
S ta lin is ts . They continue th e ir 
course.

A t the present the d irection  is 
tow ard the un ited  fro n t from  the 
top. L e ft Oppositionists m ust be 
on guard. — T. STAMM.

A  United Front 
from the Top?

A t the f irs t  session o f the Con
gress O rgan iza tion Comm titee of 
the N. Y. Free Tom Mooney Con
ference, in  w h ich  S ta lin is ts  have 
the contro l, a serious discussion 
arose over the question of the u n i
ted fro n t. 'The question arose in  
connection w ith  the problem o f 
broadening the conference.

I t  was the unanimous sentim ent 
o f the Committee tha t the c rux  o f 
the problem was the approach to 
the SB and A  F  o f L. I t  was pro
posed to send a delegation to the 
S I’ C ity  Central Committee and the 
A F  o f L  Centra l Trades and Labor 
A lliance  to inviije  them in to  the

The views of the L e ft Opposition w ork  o f the conference. To bring
were as adequately presented as is 
possible in  the five m inutes tha t 
are granted.

A  reso lu tion was proposed by 
comrade M a rtin  and accepted by 
the meeting, demanding th a t the 
A rbe ite r C lub send out an appeal 
to A L L  w orkers  organizations fo r  
the purpose o f fo rm ing  a un ited 
fro n t against Fascism. The S ta l
in is ts  showed how they proposed 
to  figh t Fascism by a resolution 
w h ich  called m erely fo r  a telegram  
o f protest against the Fascist te r 
ro r  to be sent to the German em
bassy in  W ashington! L ite ra tu re  
and M ilita n ts  were sold and dis
cussion held long a fte r the m eeting 
was over. — F. M.

O eh ler M eeting  

In St. Louis
St. Louis.— The tw o  meetings 

arranged fo r .comrade Oehler in  St. 
Louis were w e ll attended and the 
w orkers present were atten tive 
and sym pathetic to our1 view poin t 
on the German question. The 
M ilitan t as w e ll as other lite ra tu re  
was eagerly reached for.

In  the next room, ad jo in ing  the 
h a ll \yhere our m eeting was held—  
on the South side— fou r o r five 
S ta lin is ts  were in  session. The 
purpose o f th e ir  m eeting was the 
fo rm a tio n  o f a “ lite ra ry  c lub ” , 
w h ich ev idently  was a flop because 
no workers attended to hear the 
S ta lin is t in te rp re ta tio n  o f lite ra 
ture. They were inv ited  to attend 
our meeting. They came in , sat 
down fo r  about five m inutes and

them in, i t  was proposed to offer 
them a number o f places on the 
Congress O rganization Committee 
equal to  the number he ld by any 
other single group. I t  was fu rth e r 
proposed th a t the in v ita t io n  specify 
th a t a ll pa rtic ipants  agreed in  ad
vance not to “ a tta ck ”  o ther o r
ganizations. Nessin was elected 
to  th is  delegation.

The L e ft Oppositon which is  re 
presented on the Committee pro
posed th a t the Committee issue a 
leaflet to  the Socia list and A  F  o f 
L  workers asking them to raise in  
th e ir  organizations the questions o f 
w hy th e ir  organizations did  not 
p a rtic ip a te  in  the Conference and 
asking them  to demand th a t they 
pa rtic ipa te  as organizations. T h is  
was voted down. The vote was 
one f o r ; a ll the others against

F o llow ing  the re jection o f our 
proposal, W in te r proposed an open 
le tte r to  the SB and A  F  o f L  em
bodying the proposal o f the dele
gation. A  live ly  passage o f arms 
took place over th is  proposition be
tween Nessin and W in te r. Nessin 
was opposed to the open le tte r. He 
argued th a t we must give the ap
pearance of s incerity  to  our pro
posal to the SB and A F  o f L. He 
was a fra id  th a t an open le tte r 
would frigh ten  them away.

The L e ft Opposition proposed an 
open le tte r to the SB and A F  o f L  
asking them to appoint committees 
to  meet w ith  a sub-committee of 
the Congress Committee to w ork  
out the means of d raw ing them 
in to  the w o rk  of the conference. 
The m otion was defeated. W in te r’s 
carried.

As i t  stands now the p a rty  is
then returned to th e ir  re tre a t to sw ing ing to  the R ight. The people

Stalinists Merge W ith  Balbontin
Im p o rta n t new s! The Spanish 

C. P., w h ich  numbers tw o  to three 
thousand members, has ju s t “ taken 
to  its  bosom”  the Socialist Rev
o lu tiona ry  P a r ty . . .w h ich  numbers 
fu l ly  8 ,000.

Le t us ca ll th ings by th e ir  nam e; 
the C. P. o f Spain has gone from  
cris is  to cris is , i t  has driven from  
Its  m idst the L e ft  Opposition, i t  
separated fro m  M aurin 's  R ight 
w ing  group. F ina lly , on orders 
from  Moscow, i t  expelled its  en tire  
P o litica l Bureau (Bulle jos-Adam e 
T r i l la ) .  I t  has ju s t taken a new 
step by m erg ing w ith  B a lbontin 's  
Socia list R evo lu tionary P a rty .

T h is  “ p a rty ” , led by those who 
are called ip  Spain Jabalias 
(B loody) B albontin  and Company, 
is supported p a rtly  by the rad ica l 
bourgeoisie, p a rtly  by the poverty- 
s tricken layers o f the peasantry 
and the anarch ist circles. I t  dis
seminates a sheet w ith  qu ite  a 
large c ircu la tion , La  T ie rra ,— a 
t r u ly  demagogue piece of confu
sion! M r. B a lbontin , its  leader, 

a notorious adventurer, is a deputy.
He was, i t  seems, won over by pub lica tion  of a weekly paper,

S ta lin  and is preparing to  take a 
t r ip  to  the USifR . So the die  is 
cast.

The m iserable rop ing o f the 
Spanish C. P. in to  M r. B a lbon tin ’s 
impossible menagerie illum ina tes  
its  en tire  po litica l course. S ta lin  
and his clique expel the Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists from  the pa rty , i t  anta
gonizes the en tire  revo lu tiona ry  
vanguard, and i t  fa lls  swooningly 
in to  the arms o f . . . .d e p u ty  B a l
bontin. I t  is  ha rd ly  necessary to 
add th a t M r. B a lbon tin  has nothing 
whatever in  common, ne ither imme
d ia te ly  nor u ltim a te ly , w ith  Com
munism, H is union w ith  the C. P. 
is a tru ly  f r ig h t fu l m arriage, which 
can con tribu te  no th ing  to  the

The O pposition  
in Bethlehem

A1 lentown-Bethlehem Pa. —  We
workers o f th is  v ic in ity  are fo r tu n 
ate enough to have been “ educat
ed”  and “ organized”  by the 14th 
“ organ izer”  sent to  us since 1929 
from  the D is tr ic t  office o f the C. P. 
in  Philadelphia. Each o f these or
ganizers— or ra the r disorganizers 
—cla im s th a t the previous one 
made a ll the blunders and mistakes, 
but th a t he (the present one) has 
the r ig h t pa tte rn  fo r  the solution 
of a ll the w orkers ’ troubles. Le t 
us see w ha t comrade Powers— on 
orders from  above— is doing.

In  January 1933 the local branch 
o f the A llen tow n S. P. issued a ca ll 
fo r  a pn ited fro n t conference. The 
conference was held in  the same 
month, w ith  the p a rtic ip a tio n  of 
35 delegates representing about 25 
organization. Among them were 
also organizations con tro lled  by the 
C. P.. m ostly unemployed councils 
and fra te rn a l organizations.

The purpose of the conference 
was to  pro test against the rapaci
ous, commissary plan o f Governor 
l ’ inchot, w h ich intends to  reduce 
the re lie f of adu lt workers to  $.41 
a week and $.27 fo r  children. The 
demand w a s : cash re lie f o f $7.00 
per week and an add itiona l $1.00 
fo r each dependent, and other de
mands fo r  re lief.

I t  was also decided by the con
ference to hold a dem onstration on 
Feb. 7, a t w h ich no other banners 
were to be displayed bu t those ca ll
in g  fo r  re lie f. T h is  was instiga ted 
by the S. P. delegation. T h is  same 
delegation perpetrated another 
sham eful deed upon the conference, 
by the move th a t thanks be extend
ed to  a gentleman, supposed to be 
from  the chain stores, fo r  his dona
tion  o f $45.00 fo r' leaflets. I t  was 
ju s t a simple tr ic k , fo r the money 
was never given. On Feb. 7 the 
dem onstration started, on the basis 
of the un ited fro n t, w ith  a mass 
m eeting in  the T ra inm en’s H a ll. 
On the p la tfo rm  was the S. P. o r
ganizer, Leary Heinbach and the 
C. P. organ izer Powers. A  resolu
tions com m ittee was elected. A f
te r th is, someone fro m  the Crowd 
o f about 1200,, moved th a t the Tom  
Mooney banner, w h ich  was d is
played in  the h a ll by Com m unist 
sympathizers, be removed and not 
be carried to  the C ourt House 
where the reso lutions committee 
was to present its  demands to  the 
county commissioners. (A bou t 2000 
people demonstrated a t the court 
house.) T h is  m otion was seconded 
and a general melee began. A  vote 
was fin a lly  taken, no t against the 
Mooney banner but fo r  Powers to 
get off the p la tfo rm . The m otion 
was carried by an overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity . The w r ite r  o f these lines 
voted w ith  the rest o f the comrades 
against the rem oval o f Powers. 
B u t we remained in  the m in o rity  
and Powers had to  step down from  
the stage. Th is was defeat number 
one.

A t the same tim e I  had collected 
a ll ava ilable copies o f the M ilitant 
and d is tr ibu te d  them  in  and ou t
side o f the h a ll A  few  days la te r, 
the S lovak Rovnost Ludu  (a S ta lin 
is t d a ily ) w ro te  the usual— and 
not fo r  the f ir s t  tim e— slander 
against me, recommending th a t I  
be expelled fro m  the Slovak ¡Work
ers C lub because o f m y Vcounter- 
revo lu tiona ry  activ itie is”  A t  the 
ins tiga tion  o f Powers, they shame
lessly called me “ stool pigeon”  and 
s im ila r epithets. A t  the SWC in  
A llen to w n  they, together w ith  a 
few m isled and fa n a tica l w o rk 
ers, decided to  expel me fro m  the 
Slovak W orkers Home fo r  the sim 
ple reason tha t I  d is tribu ted  a few 
copies o f the M ilitant.

A fte r  the Feb. 7 inc ident in  the 
T ra inm en’s H a ll, Powers decided 
to break w ith  the un ited fro n t, is
suing a mimeographed leafle t ca ll
ing the local leaders o f the S. P. 
tra ito rs  to  the Mooney cause. Sim
ultaneously, he issued another le a f
le t ca llin g  the workers of A llen tow n 
to another demonjstratiotn a t the 
C ourt House on Feb. 14th. About 
a h a lf a dozen o f us showed up ! 
Defeat Num ber Two.

And now as a resu lt o f  th is  
stup id  act o f Powers the un ited 
fro n t is  com pletely smashed and 
the workers look a t each others as 
enemies.

W ith  the best o f in tentions and 
in  a comradely s p ir it  I  called 
Powers’ a tten tion  to the m istakes 
com m itted. B u t to no ava il— the 
same epithets were hu rled  against 
me as previously.

A f te r  a few  unemployed councils 
were formed, one was also organ
ized in  our tow nship w ith  our pa r
tic ip a tio n . Delegates were elected 
on Feb. 25 to the hunger’ march on 
H a rrisb u rg  on M arch 1. The dele-

International Workers9 School
A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R Y

A Series of Lectures, by JACK W EBER  
Given Every Monday, a t 8 P. M.

April 3. European Background of American History
April 10. The Period of Colonization
April 17. T lie American Revolution
April 24. The Bourgeois coup d’E tat— the Constitution
M ay 1. Economic Development up to the Civil W ar
May 8. The Frontier and Its  Influence
M ay 15. The Civil W ar— the Conflict between Opposed Econom

ic Systems
May 22. The Reconstruction Period 
May 29. Agrarian Movements 
June 5. The Early Labor Movement 
June 12. The Modern Labor Movement 
June 19. American Imperialism

Outlines of each lecture and references w ill be given to a ll stndents.

T H E  H IS TO R Y  AND P R IN C IP L E S  OF T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
L E F T  O PPO SITIO N

A Series of Lectures by M ax Shachtman, Editor of the M ilitan t 
Four sessions have already been held on the following topics: The 
Fight for Party Democracy: “The New Course” by Leon Trotsky. 
Tlie Defeat of 'the German Revolution, 1923:— “The Lessons of Oct
ober” by Leon Trotsky. The Opposition Program fojr Industrializa
tion. The Left Opposition Pogram flor Collectivization. The Anglo- 
Russian Committee. The Chinese Revolution of 1925-1927.
The sessions are held on W EDNESDAYS, at 8 I*. M.

The M ay Day 
Conference

Bank Holiday 
& Concentration

(Continued from  page 1 ) ( l'.ontinued from  page 1 )
tween these two faces of the S ta l
in is t Janus w hich took place in the 
resolutions committee ofi the May 
Day Conference.

Here, again, as in  the Mooney 
Committee session, Nessin leans 
fa r  to the R igh t. W in te r ’s position 
is not as clear. He appeal's to 
stand ha lf-w ay between the u ltra - 
L e ftis t position o f yesterday and 
the R igh t w ing position o f Nessin. 
No doubt fu r th e r developments 
w i l l  make tlie  p icture clearer.

In  the days when the L e ft Op
position was ham m ering on the 
gates of t lie  S ta lin is t conferences 
organized under t lie  u ltra -L e ftis t 
sign o f the un ited f ro n t from  be- 
,low the difference between our' 
position on the un ited fro n t ques
tion  and tlie  Lovestonite position 
was not as clear to  t lie  Commun
is t workers as a whole as i t  is 
liecoming today. T h is  great ad
vantage for' us is an ind irec t resu lt 
o f the par'ty ’-s h a lf tu rn  oil the 
un ited fro n t question.

Heretofore, we had to figh t fo r 
admisson to tlie  conference. T ha t 
is how we won the respect o f the 
pa rty  membership.

Today we are a ll seated. We 
u tilize  the opportun ity  and the be
ginnings of w o rker’s democracy 
accorded the L e ft Opposition to 
expla in our conception of t lie  u n i
ted fron t, toi elucidate our policy 
of face to t lie  party , and to th row  
our weight in to  the scale to broaden 
oil the conference from  the po int 
of view  o f strengthening Commun
ism. The Lovestoneitos pursue a 
d iffe ren t policy. They f i l l  th e ir  
conception o f t lie  un ited fro n t  
w i t l i  a content m anifestly hostile  
to the pa rty  and sym pathetic to 
the social democracy. As a result, 
they antagonize tlie  conferences 
they attend. In  th is  negative way. 
they d iffe ren tia te  themselves from  
ns and help us make clearer the 
differences on th is  po in t among tlie  
three wings in  the Communist 
movement.

T lie  resolutions adopted by tlie  
conference were not satisfactory. 
The m ain reso lution on May Day 
gave a false perspective o f the w ar 
da ng er; i t  was H a thaw ay’s. T lie  
Resolutions Committee voted down 
our motions to  include demands fo r  
the six hour day and long term  
credits fo r  the Soviet Uinon. The 
la tte r  demand was sim ply ignored. 
In  re jecting  tlie  f irs t W in te r ex
plained th a t we have to  d is tingu ish  
our demands fro m  those o f the 
demagogic A F  o f L  leadership! 
The special reso lu tion on Fascism 
avoided most o f the errors of H a th 
aw ay’s speech bu t was an abstract 
protest. The Committee rejected 
ou r proposal to demand a united 
fro n t o f a ll w o rk ing  class organ i
zations in  Germany against Fasc
ism.

The conference decided to issue 
an open le tte r to the Socialist pa rty  
and A. F. of L . in v it in g  them to 
pa rtic ipa te  in  the organization of 
one united May Day demonstra
tion. The conference agreed to 
a llow  a ll organizations pa rtic ip a t 
ing  in  t lie  demonstrations to march 
under th e ir  own banners. Hun 
dreds o f thousands o f leaflets w i l l  
be prin ted ca llin g  on a ll worker? 
and worker’s’ organizations to un 
ite  fo r  a g igan tic  demonstration. 
The L e ft Opposition w i l l  do its  u t
most to achieve th is  aim.

— T. STAMM.

The American Capitalist Paradise

HOOVERVILLE

Spanish p ro le ta ria t bu t disastrous! ga tep re turned 0n M arch 4 and
made a repo rt in  the Bethlehem 
H ungarian  H a ll. About 400 w o rk
ers, m ostly youngsters— the new re
c ru its  o f the S ta lin is t machine edu
cated on orders from  above— turned 
out to lis ten  to the delegates. I t  
was to rtu re  to lis ten to the “ re
po rts” . We p ity  these young enth- 
usiasta, whom we regard, as v ic tim s

mistakes.
The Spanish L e ft Opposition 

must denounce to the p ro le ta ria t 
th is  ojien s lid ing  o f Centrism  in to  
the positions o f p e tty  bourgeois 
rad ica lism . • In  order to raise the 
banner o f Communism again, the 
firs t task .. i t  m ust achieve is  the

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  WOMANS DAY  
IN  DAVENPO RT  

Davenport, Iowa— In te rn a tion a l 
Women’s Day was observed in  
Davenport, Iowa, hy members of 
the W orkerrs Educational Forum, 
sponsored by the Communist Lea
gue o f Am erica (O ppositon). A 
m eeting was held, w ith  about 50 
workers in  attendance. Comrade 
Papcun, organizer, called the meet
in g  to order and in troduced the 
speaker, comrade Jessie Behr, who 
spoke on the subject, “ Shall women 
w o rk  in  factories?”  This fo llowed 
by questions and discussions— 
few  o f the other comrades sup
po rting  the positive side o f  the 
topic.

L e t us hope th a t th is  In te rna  
tion a l Women’® D ay w i l l  [have 
ra llie d  more women comrades to 
the w o rk  o f Communism.

— J. E. B.

is on ly h a lf of the process. A t the 
same tim e they m ust reorganize 
and im prove production a t home 
in  order to undersell the o ther 
cap ita lis ts  on the w orld  market. 
The liqu ida tion  of the in te rna l 
debt is a m a jo r pa rt o f th is . And 
the move the im peria lis ts  are m ak
ing  now w ith  the banking s tru c 
tu re  is t lie  key to th is  necessary 
change through a graduated plan 
of a ttack upon the lesser explo iters 
and tlie  w ork ing  class.

The banking cris is  b rought an
other fa c to r to the surface th a t we 
have always pointed out. Now the 
evidence is clearer. We have re
jected the theory current in  the 
Am erican Communist movement 
th a t the Am erican im peria lis ts  
were one bloc against the other 
sections and classes. We know tha t 
when i t  comes to a struggle against 
the w o rk ing  class or other im per
ia lis t nations t lie ir  u n ity  can be 
obtained in  the figh t because the 
interests o f the groups of financiers 
run pa ra lle l. However, we also 
know th a t a constant figh t between 
the groups o f financiers to gain 
hegemony of the whole a t the ex
pense and e lim ina tion  o f the other 
sections o f the Am erican financiers 
is a point, o f elementary under
standing to tlie  M arxists, i f  i t  is 
not to many S talin ists.

To po in t out to the w orkers in  
t lie  election campaign th a t Hoover 
and Roosevelt are heads and ta ils  
o f t lie  same coin is correct, bu t to 
stop a t th is  po in t, as the S ta lin 
ists do, is to leave unanswered an
other im portan t problem. Im per
ia lis ts  support both Hoover and 
Roosevelt bu t d iffe ren t groups of 
Am erican financiers cast th e ir  lo t 
w it l i each office boy. I t  is true 
tha t in  the main they are united 
against t lie  in d u s tr ia lis t, the m id 
dle class and the workers. Th is is 
na tura l. W h ile  they have th is  un i
ted fro n t against the other’ lesser, 
exp lo iters and the workers, c learly  
revealed in  th e ir  program , i t  is also 
true  th a t the d iffe ren t groups of 
financiers have th e ir  s trugg le  fo r 
dom ination. And a t th is  po in t, we 
find the advantage o f one group of 
financiers’ candidate, Roosevelt, 
against the other group of finan
ciers’ candidate, Hoover. Roosevelt 
can ta lk  against the “ money in te r
est”,, the "W a ll Street crow d”  and 
line  up the support o f the confused 
workers and the muddle-headed 
m iddle class and reform ers. T h a t 
is how the w a r lo rds in  China 
“ f ig h t”  im peria lism  and th a t is 
how the c a p ita lis t po litic ians  from  
Roosevelt on down to the socialists 
figh t “ W a ll S treet” .

I t  looks as though M itc h e ll is 
w ith  the “ w rong”  group of finan
ciers. Now thei'e is a movement 
on fo o t to, “ d ra ft ”  Bole as Con
tro lle r . La  Salle S treet supports 
Bole against the W a ll S treet man, 
Governor Meyer of the Federal Re
serve. Th t ru th  is th a t i t  is  not 
La  Salle Street vs. W a ll Street. 
The groups o f financiers s trugg ling  
fo r  dom ination have th e ir  connec
tions a ll the way down the bank
ing  structure .

W ork ing class or cap ita lis t pol
it ic s  m ust find the key to open 
the lever th a t w i l l  p u ll the great
est number o f factors fo r  the class 
in te rest. The group o f im peria l
ists supporting Roosevelt was suc
cessful in  its  f irs t  m a jo r move along 
th is  line. W ill i t  be able to keep 
i t  up? A t  least Hoover may take 
lessons fro m  Roosevelt. The idea 
is th a t whenever you band the 
bankers a b illion , or the navy a 
h a lf b illio n  ju s t hand the w orker 
a glass- of beer o r any o ther slop 
and the m isleaders o f labo r w i l l  
ca ll i t  f if ty - f if ty .  — H . O E H LE R

Continued from last issue
When months passed in  constant 

fea r o f being th row n  out o f his 
shack by police, when his clothes 
and h is  shoes begin to  wear out 
and b is am bition and hope begin 
to  fade, d iffe rent psychological 
characteristics also appear in  the 
resident o f “ I lo o v e rv ille ” ; he starts  
d r in k in g  more heavily  wherever 
and whenever he has a chance; he 
acquires a profound aversion to 
any a c tiv ity  ; be develops a strange 
ch ild ish expectation th a t he may 
s tr ik e  in  some way, somehow, a 
tremendously prom ising opportun
ity . Th is is something like  the a l
lu r in g  dream of m a rry ing  a m il
lio n a ire ’s daughter. I f  th is  hoped- 
fo r  opportun ity  were such th a t its  
rea liza tion  m igh t reasonably be 
expected lie would s ta rt to  ba ttle  
anew fo r his life , t i l l  lie w ins out. 
B u t i f  one asks h im  of w hat na
tu re  is the opportun ity  he expects 
to find, he answers tha t i t  may 
happen tha t he w i l l  by chance “ find 
a r o l l”  in  the s tre e ts : or save a 
rich  man’s son from  the East 
R iv e r : or he may find suddenly a 
very good jo b ; o r he may invent 
som eth ing; or he may in h e r it  a 
b ig  fo rtune ; o r— o r '. . . .

Led by such fa in t hope— very 
fa in t, almost noth ing in  h is  m ind, 
but strong enough in  his sentim ent 
— he sticks to h is cabin, hammers 
and patches i t  inside and out, and 
goes out fo r his “ k i l l ” . He has 
lost his a b ility  to concentrate on 
anyth ing sensible.

IIo w  can -such psychological fea 
tures, seemingly fa ta l to any man, 
be explained? L ife  is da rk  and 
hopeless fo r  h im ; no th ing is le ft  
of his am bition, except gloomy 
thoughts and memories. The hope
less hand-to-mouth existence in to  
which he has beep forced by the 
cap ita lis t system, is o f a ll th ings 
least conducive to organ izationa l 
inc lina tions. Under the influence 
o f ca p ita lis tic  propaganda fo r “ bet
te r  tim es” , be not on ly  becomes 
incapable o f un ited class -action, 
but ceases to desire i t  even, prefer- 
ing to remain by h im self in  the 
iso la tion  tha t is his lo t in  th is  so
cie ty— he becomes an anti-socia l 
animal.

B u t a fte r a ll, t lie  case cannot be 
hopeless fo r  us, the class-conscious 
section o f the w orkers of Hoover- 
ville. We should system atica lly be 
on tlie  job  o f educating and organ
iz ing  t lie  others. They are a t pre
sent k n it  together by notions of 
na tiona lity , common customs and 
"jung le -fee ling ” : i t  is up to us to 
transfo rm  some o f tha t in to  econ
omic class consciousness. We
should make th a t ou r goal.

I f  we could draw  them in to  ac
tion , in to  t lie  class struggle, then 
life  w ith  a ll its  drawbacks would 
be w o rth  w h ile  fo r a ll o f them. 
They w ould have a purpose.

I t  is fo r  t lie  workers themselves 
to grasp the unwelcome opportun
ity  placed in  their' hands by the 
cap ita lis t class, to use th e ir  le isure 
tim e in  so rting  and a rrang ing  tha 
values in  th e ir lives and d irec t i t  
in to  co llective mass action. The 
workers in  H ooverv ille  have a tre 
mendous asset o f non-w ork a t th e ir 
command. The rea liza tion  o f th is  
exceptional opportun ity  depends

fo rm  them of a l l revo lu tiona ry  
mass ac tiv ities  by supply ing them 
w ith  leaflets and papers and have 
a few  comrades reside in  the " v i l 
lage”  fo r  th a t purpose. They 
should encourage and prom ise to 
help to defend t l ie ir  meager d w e ll
ings against the c ity  au tho ritie s  
when the tim e comes fo r such a 
task. There is a tendency on the 
pa rt of most workers in  Hoover
v il le  to become so psychologically 
ad justed to t l ie ir  physica l and so
c ia l surroundings th a t they experi
ence a strong d issa tis fac tion  when 
attem pts are made to trans fe r them 
to a new environm ent. Th is state 
of m ind should be u tilized  and o r
ganized in to  physica l resistance 
w bcii such action is taken by po l
ice.

The w orker's m ind today is in  
a restless state and needs a steady
ing and v ita l element. The in 
sp ir ing  influence o f mass demon
stra tions and action m ust reach 
these people, fo r  whom  the unemo
tio n a l lecture h a ll and the p rin ted  
page have l i t t le  appeal. The un
employed councils should approach 
the settlement on th is  basis| The 
w orker in H ooverv ille  needs w hat 
every other w orker needs— a satis
fac to ry  purpose in  life  ap a rt from  
the business of m aking  a mere 
liv ing . The value of spare-time, 
coustru«tivo ly employed fo r  the de
mands of im m ediate re lie f, should 
not be overlooiied b„ the revo lu
tiona ry  worker.

The ac tua l w o rk  in  the East 
R iver H ooverv ille  where there are 
a t present 250 workers in  80 shacks, 
has been so fa r o f a pu re ly  pro
paganda na ture on the p a rt of one 
comrade. F o r a short period he 
represented a sm all section o f more 
advanced w orkers in  downtown 
unemployed councils, and was 
fu n d  lo llin g  there in  its  executive 
committee. He .also led a body o f 
w orkers in  the “ re lie f M arch”  to 
the C ity  H a ll, last September. The 
unfortunate inc iden t o il the corner 
o f 7th Street and Avenue A  last 
summer where tw o  w orkers were 
k illed , spelled the end o f his w o rk ; 
he was to ld , in d ire c tly , no t to hang 
around the “ h a ll”  any longer. T ha t 
checked the w o rk  tem porarily , but 
th a t inc ident should not stop the 
councils from  selecting others fo r  
the work.

The H oovervilles should be con
verted, fro m  w hat was firs t a mere 
geographical lo ca lity , in to  a rea l 
w o rkers ’ s tro n g h o ld ; th a t is to 
say, a strongho ld w ith  sentiments, 
revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  and a purpose 
of its  own.

When the f irs t  man set off a piece 
of land and said " th is  is m ine,”  
the enslavement o f the w orkers be
gan, u n t il we see now, in  Rous
seau's words “ man, born free, ev
eryw here in  chains” . T h is  cannot 
go o n ‘ much longer, the fu tu re  lie- 
longs to the p ro le ta ria t, not to  cap
ita lis ts , the profiteers, the land
lords and the inhe rito rs .

The psychological character of 
the workers in  H oove rv ille  is  ex
trem ely em otional, im pulsive, v io 
lent, irreso lu te  and extrem e in  ac
tion. d isp lay ing m a in ly  the harsh
er emotions and the less refined 
sentiments.

T h is is ju s t w ha t is needed. 
Comrade T ro tsky  w ro te  once: “ A ll

m a in ly  on the workers them selve i ! efforts ought to be made to con
and p a rtly  on the revo lu tiona ry  or
ganizations, p a rtic u la r ly  unemploy
ed councils. T he ir forced le isure 
is the most effective too l they could 
w ish for, provided they w il l  use i t  
constructively.

Granted tha t the w orkers ’ self- 
expression m ust come m a in ly  
through his own in it ia t iv e , w hat

cent ra te  the bitterness,, the anger1, 
the protest, the rage, the hatred o f 
the masses, to give those emotions 
a common language,, a common 
goal, to unite, to s o lid ify  A L L  T H E  
B A R TIC LE S  OF T H E  M A S S E S ... 
to summon a ll the revo lu tiona ry  
forces to simultaneous action.”  

UNEM BLO YE1) CO UNCILS
should the revo lu tiona ry  organiza- P E N E T R A T E  IN TO  A  N E W  TE R - 
tions do to help them along? R 1TIO R Y !

They Should system atica lly in  I — B A U L  SCH W ALBE.

The Youth United Front in New York
(Continued fro m  Bage 1)

o f S ta lin is t m iseducation. These 
youngsters w i l l  be excellent m ater
ia l provided the p a rty  is in  the 
hands o f the memebrship, w ith  
workers democracy as its  gu id ing 
in te rna l p rinc ip le  A l l  th is  should 
be w ith  the goal in view  to  raise 
th e ir  p o litica l level, whch in  tu rn  
w i l l  induce independent th in k in g  
fro m  w hich springs the much need
ed in it ia t iv e  th a t is so sadly lack
in g  today. —1“O. D.

P E E K S K IL L  M E E T IN G
F or the f ir s t  tim e the view poin t 

of the  L e ft Opposition was present
ed a t a mass m eeting o f the pro
gressive scliol o f Mohegan Colony, 
Peekskill, New Y ork  on Saturday, 
M arch 25. About 100 colonists 
beard comrade C arl Cowl analyze 
the German cris is  and the urgent 
need o f effecting a un ited fro n t o f 
workers organizations against 
Fascism. A fte r  considerable heat
ed discussion, in  w h ich  socialists, 
anarchists and S ta lin is ts  took is 
sue, the speaker was in v ited  to  a 
debate or a symposium to be a r 
ranged in  the near fu tu re , a t w h ich  
the position o f the L e ft Opposition 
would again be presented.

M IN N E A P O L IS  MASS M E E T IN G
A  mass m eeting against Fascist 

te rro r w i l l  be held in  M inneapolis, 
Saturday, April 8, a t 8 P. M . in tlie 
Mayor’s Reception Room of the 
Court House. Comrades V. R. 
Dunne and Clem Forsen of the 
Communist League o f Am erica 
(Opposition) w ill  be the speakers.

policies o f the Communist pa rty  
w h ich played in to  the hands o f 
social democracy. A ll ta lk  o f fusion 
w ith  the socialists was nonsense 
and false. He supported Joe l’s 
c ritic ism  o f the Y ipsel a ttitud e  to
wards tlie  Conference and asked 
the Conference o ffic ia lly  to  c r it ic 
ize the Yipsels and again in v ite  
them to  pa rtic ipa te  in  the A p r il 1 
demonstraton and the permanent 
com m ittee o f the Conference.

Resolutions on the defense o f the 
Soviet Union, against the persecu
tio n  of the Jews in  Germany, fo r 
the release of a ll class w ar prison
ers, ¡v ’d fo r  a un ited fro n t M ay 
Day dem onstration against Fasc
ism  and fo r  the class w ar prisoners 
were carried. A  reso lution ca lling  
upon ,the  Communist In te rna tiona l, 
the Labor and Socialst In te rn a 
tio n a l and the In te rn a tion a l Com
m ittee o f L e ft Socialist parties to 
cement a un ited fro n t against 
Fascism was passed.

A nother reso lution was in troduc
ed from  the floor by the Lovestone- 
ites in s tru c ting  the perm anent com
m ittee to  in v ite  the Y PSL to p a r t i
cipate in  the A p r i l 1 dem onstration 
and elect a representative on the 
Committee. The L e ft Opposition 
in troduced a counter-resolution 
w h ich c ritic ized  the Yipsel boycott 
o f the Conference and inv ited  them 
to  jo in  the permanent committee 
and the A p r il 1 dem onstration. The 
f irs t m otion was passed. The Y. 
C Lers refused to c ritic ize  the 
Y ipse ls !

-Alt the conclusion o f the f irs t 
session the Rand School delegates 
w ithdrew  because o f the c ritic ism  
o f the socialists and the Yipsels. 
T h is  despite the fac t th a t they had 
opened the Conference w ith  a c r i t 
icism o f both the social democrats 
and the Communists. La ter, how
ever, they returned to the C onfer
ence.

In  the next day’s ¡session the 
Young Communist League made a 
statement on the previous session: 
The officia l reports were

bling. The YC L was to  make i t  
c lear tha t i t  w i l l  re fra in  fro m  a ll 
attacks on the p a rtic ip a tin g  groups 
du ring  the period o f the un ited 
fro n t unless any o f them  v io la te  
the m in im um  program  accepted. 
Thiswas a slap at comrade Joel o f 
the W orkers’ School ( th a t is, the 
Communist p a rty ) ! I t  c learly  re
veals the opportun is t na ture  o f the 
Com intern m anifesto ’s statement 
on no t a ttack ing  the social dem
ocra tic  o rg a n iz a tio n s — fo r even 
the Yipsels who had refused to 
jo in  the Conference were no t to  
be c r it ic iz e d !

In  t lie  discussion o f preparations 
fo r  the dem onstration before the 
German consulate i t  was pointed 
out th a t the only paper w h ich ca r
ried the ca ll fo r  the Conference 
was the Young Spartacus. O ther 
groups pledged th a t th e ir  press 
would ca rry  announcements of the 
dem onstration. A  reso lution to 
boycott the O lympics to  be held in  
B e rlin  ca rried  A  perm anent com
m ittee o f eleven was elected from  
the d iffe ren t p o lit ic a l tendencies 
present. The L e ft Opposition has 
one comrade on the committee. The 
Committee was empowered to 
broaden its  membership and p a r t i
cu la rly  to draw  in  the Yipsele, the 
Rand School, the Young C ircle 
League and the League fo r  Indus
t r ia l Democracy.

A l l  are urged to  pa rtic ipa te  in  
t lie  mass dem onstration before the 
German consulate. The dem onstrat
ors w i l l  gather at W h ite h a ll and 
South Sts., Saturday, A p r i l 1 a t 
11 :00 A. M. Members o f the 
Spartacus Youth Club and sym
pathizers o f the L e ft Opposition 
w i l l  meet a t our headquarters a t 
120 E. 10fh Street, 10:30 A. M.

IN  T H E  N E X T  ISSUE
The next issue o f the M ilita n t 

w i l l  c a rry  some h igh ly  im portan t 
correspondences from  B e rlin  wh ich 
shed lig h t on (he true  state of a f
fa irs  there, as viewed by d irec t 
witnesses. In  add ition , there w il l  

p o o r ; 'b e  reports from  other parts o f 
chere was too much p o litc a i squab-' Germany, as well.
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in  th is  sense : they are not oppon
ents of a “ c r it ic is m  based upon 
fac ts ”  bu t they are against sus
picions, insu lts  and calumnies. A  
very laudable a ttitu d e ! B u t how 
is the l im it  to  be found between 
pe rm itted  c r it ic is m  and inadmiss- 
able campaigns ? And where are 
the im p a rtia l judges? As a gen
era l rule, the c ritic ism  never 
pleases the c ritic ize d , above a ll 
when ho can raise no ob jection to 
the essence o f it .

The question o f w hether o r not 
the c ritic ism  o f the Communists is 
good o r had is a question apart. 
I f  the Communists and the social 
democrats had the same opinion 
on th is  subect, there w ou ldn ’t  be 
tw o parties in the w orld , independ
ent from  each other. Le t us con
cede tha t the polemic of the Com
m unists is not w o rth  much. Does 
th a t fac t lessen the m orta l danger 
o f Fascism o r do away w ith  the 
need fo r jo in t  resistance?

However, le t us lpok a t the 
other side of the p ic tu re : the 
polemic of the social democracy i t 
se lf against Communism. The V o r
waerts ( I  am sim ply tak in g  the 
firs t copy a t hand) publishes the 
speech which Stam pfer delivered 
on the subject o f the non-aggression 
pact. In  th is  same issue a cartoon 
has as its  cap tion : The Bolsheviks 
are sign ing a non-aggression pact 
w ith  P ilsudski, but they refuse to 
draw  up a s im ila r pact w ith  the 
social democracy. Now, a cartoon 
is also a polem ical “ aggression1” , 
and i t  so happens th a t th is  p a r t i
cu la r one is most un fortuna te . The 
V orw aerts  com pletely forgets the 
fac t th a t a non-agression trea ty  ex
isted between the Soviets and Ger
many d u rin g  the period when the 
social democrat M ue lle r was at thè 
head of the Reich government.

The Vorw aerts of February 15, 
on the same page, defends in  the 
f irs t  column the idea o f a non
aggression pact, and in  the fo u rth  
column makes the 'accusation 
against the Communists th a t the ir 
fac to ry  com m ittee a t the Aschinger 
Co. betrayed the in terests o f the 
workers d u rin g  the ngotia tions fo r  
the new wage scale. They openly 
use the w ord  “ betrayed” . The 
secret behind th is  polemic (is  i t  
a c r it ic is m  based on facts or a 
campaign o f slander?) is very sim 
ple : new electons to  the factory 
com m ittee of the Aschinger Co. 
were to  take place a t th is  time. 
Can we, in  the in terests o f the 
un ited fro n t, asks the Vorw aerts 
pu t an end to  attacks o f th is  ¡sort? 
In  order fo r  th a t to happen, the 
V orw aerts  would have to stop being 
itse lf, th a t is, a social dem ocratic 
jo u rn a l. I f  the V orw aerts  believes 
w hat i t  p r in ts  on the  subject of 
the Communists, its  f irs t du ty is 
to open the eyes of the workers to 
the fau lts , crim es and “ betrayals”  
o f the la tte r. How  could i t  be 
otherwise? The need fo r  a figh ting  
agreement flows fro m  the existence 
o f tw o  parties, bu t i t  does not do 
away w ith  the fact. F b litie a l li fe  
goes on. Each party , even though 
i t  adopts the frankes t a ttitud e  on 
the question o f the un ited fro n t, 
cannot he lp th in k in g  of its  own 
fu tu re .

A D V E R S A R IE S  CLOSE R A N K S  

IN  T H E  FAC E OF T H E  

COMMON DAN G ER

L e t us assume fo r the moment 
th a t a Communist member o f the 
Aschinger Co. fa c to ry  committee 
declares to  the social dem ocratic 
m em ber: “ Because the Vorw aerts 
characterized m y a ttitud e  on the 
question o f the wage-scale as an 
alct o f treason, I  do no t w an t to 
defend, together w ith  you, m y head 
and you i neck fro m  the Fascist 
bu lle ts .”  No m atte r how in d u l
gently  we wanted to  v iew  th is  ac
tion , we could on ly characterize the 
rep ly  ~as u tte r ly  insane.

The in te llig e n t Communist, the 
serious Bolshevik, w i l l  say to the 
social democrat : “ You are aware 
o f my enm ity to the views express
ed by the Vorw aerts. I  ain devot
ing  and sha ll devote a l l my energy 
to  underm in ing the dangerous in 
fluence w h ich  th is  paper has among 
the workers. B u t I  am doing th a t 
and sha ll do i t  by my speeches, 
by  c r it ic is m  and persuasion. B u t 
the Fascists w ant to  do away a r
b itra r ily  w ith  the existence of the 
V orw aerts. I  prom ise you th a t 
jo in t ly  w ith  you I  w i l l  defend your 
paper to  the u tm ost o f m y a b il
ity ,  bu t I  am w a it in g  fo r  you to 
say th a t a t the f irs t  appeal you 
w il l  likew ise come to  the defense 
o f the Rote F idine, regardless of 
you r a ttitud e  tow ards its  views.”  
Is  th is  not an irreproachable way 
o f  posing the question? Does not 
th is  method correspond w ith  the 
fundam ental in terests of the whole 
o f the pro le ta ria t?

The Bolshevik does not ask the 
socia ! dem ocrat to a lte r the op in
ion  he has o f Bolshevism  and o f 
the B olshevik press. Moreover, 
he does not demand th a t the so
c ia l democrat make a pledge fo r  
the du ra tio n  o f the agreement to 
keep s ile n t on his opin ion o f Com
munism, Such a demand would be 
absolutely inexcusable. “ So long” , 
says the Communist, ‘ "as I  have 
no t convinced you and you have 
no t convinced me, we sha ll c r it ic 
ize each other w ith  f u l l  freedom, 
each using the arguments and ex
pressions th a t he deems necessary. 
B u t when the Fascist wants to  
fo rce  a gag down our throats, we 
w i l l  repulse h im  together !”  Can 
an in te llig e n t social dem ocratic 
w o rke r counter th is  proposal w ith  
a refusal?

The polemics between Communist 
and social democratic newspapers, 
no m a tte r how b itte r  i t  may be, 
cannot prevent the  compositors o f 
the papers from  fo rm in g  a figh ting  
agreement to  organize a jo in t  de
fense o f th e ir  presses fro m  the a t
tacks o f the Fascist bands. The 
socia l dem ocratic and Communist 
deputies in  the Reichstag and the

Landtags, the m un ic ipa l counsel
lors, etc., are compelled to  come 
to  the physica l defense o f each 
o ther when the Nazis reso rt to 
loaded canes and chairs. A re  more 
examples needed ?

W hat is tru e  in  each p a rticu la r 
case is also true  as a general ru le  : 
the inevitab le  strugg le in  w h ich  so
c ia l democracy and Communism are 
engaged fo r  the leadership o f the 
w o rk ing  class cannot and m ust not 
prevent them  fro m  c losing th e ir  
ranks when blows threaten the 
whole w o rk ing  class. Is n ’t  th is  
obvious ?

TW O  W E IG H T S  A N D  

TW O SCALES

The V orw aerts is ind ignan t be
cause the Communists accuse the 
social democrats (E bert, Scheide- 
nmnn, Noske, Herm ann M ueller, 
G rzesinsky) of paving the road fo r  
H itle r . The V orw aerts  has a leg i
tim ate  r ig h t to  ind igna tion . B ut 
th is  rem ark is too much : how can 
we, iit cries out, make a un ited 
f ro n t w ith  such slanderers? W hat 
have we here? sentim entalism ? 
prudish sensitiveness? No, th a t 
rea lly  sliiacks o f hypocrisy. As a 
m atter of fact, the leaders o f the 
German social democracy cannot 
have fo rgo tten  th a t W ilhe lm  Lieb- 
knecht and August Bebel often as
serted th a t the social democracy 
was ready, fo r  the sake o f definite 
objectives, to come to an agreement 
w ith  the devil and his grand
mother. The founders o f the social 
democracy certa in ly  d id  no t demand 
th a t du ring  th is  occasion the devil 
should check his horns in  the,

museum and th a t his grandm other 
should become converted to L u th 
eranism. Whence then comes th is  
prudish sensitiveness among the so
c ia l democratic po litic ian s  who, 
since 1914, have made un ited fro n ts  
w ith  the Kaiser, Ludendorff, Groe- 
ner, B ruen in fi, H indenburg? Whence 
come these tw o weights and tw o  
scales: one fo r  the bourgeois p a rt
ies, the o ther fo r  the Communists?

The leaders of the Center consi
der th a t every in fide l who denies 
the dogmas o f the C atho lic  Church, 
the only Savior, is  one o f the 
dunned and s h o rtly  destined fo r  
e terna l torm ents. T h a t d id  not 
prevent H ilfe rd in g , who has no 
p a rtic u la r reason fo r  be lieving in  
the im m aculate conception, from  
establishing a un ited f ro n t  w ith  
the Catholics in  the government 
and u i parliam ent. Together w ith  
the Center the social democrats set 
up the “ Iro n  F ro n t” . However, 
not fo r  a single in s ta n t d id  the 
Catholics cease th e ir  unbearable 
propaganda and th e ir  polemics in  
the churches. W hy these demands 
on H ilfe rd in g ’s p a rt w ith  regard 
to the Communists? E ith e r a com
plete cessation of m utua l c ritic ism , 
th a t is, o f the strugg le  o f tend
enc ies-w ith in  the w o rk ing  class, o r 
a re jection  o f a l l jo in t  action. “ A l l  
o r n o th in g !”  The social democracy 
has never pu t such u ltim atum s to 
bourgeois society. E very social 
dem ocratic w o rke r should reflect 
upon these tw o  weights and two 
measures.

Suppose a t a meeting, even to 
day, someone should ask W eis how 
i t  happens th a t the social dem
ocracy, which gave the repub lic  its

f irs t chancellor and its  f irs t  presi
dent, has led the country to  H itle r . 
W eis w i l l  sure ly  rep ly  th a t to  a 
large extent i t  is the fa u lt  of B o l
shevism. Sure ly the day has h o t 
passed th a t the V orw aerts  w i l l  fa i l  
to repeat th is  exp lanation ad 
nauiseum. D o you th in k  th a t in  
the un ited fro n t w ith  the Commun
ists i t  w i l l  forego its  r ig h t  and its  
du ty  to te ll the worker's w h a t i t  
considers to be tru th ?  The Com
m unists ce rta in ly  have no need of 
tha t. The united f ro n t  against 
Fascism is on ly one chapter in  
the book o f the strugg le o f the p ro
le ta ria t. The chapters th a t went 
before cannot be effaced. The past 
cannot be forgotten. We m ust 
bu ild  on it .  We preserve the 
memory o f E bert’s alliance w ith  
Groener and o f Noske’s role. We 
remember under w ha t conditions 
Rosa Luxem burg and K a r l Lieb- 
kneeht died. W e Bolsheviks have 
taugh t the workers to  fo rge t no th
ing, We do no t ask the  de v il to 
cut off h is t a i l : th a t would h u rt 
h im  and we would not p ro fit  by 
it .  We accept the dev il ju s t as 
nature has created him . W e have 
no need o f the repentance o f the 
social dem ocratic leaders nor o f 
th e ir  lo ya lty  to M arx ism ; bu t we 
do need the w i l l  o f the socia l dem
ocracy to  s trugg le against the en
emy w h ich  is ac tua lly  th rea ten ing 
i t  w ith  death. F o r our part, we 
are ready to  ca rry  ou t in  the jo in t 
s trugg le  a ll the  prom ises which 
we have made. We prom ise to 
figh t courageously and to  ca rry  the 
fig h t to a fin ish. T h a t is qu ite  
enough fo r  a fig h tin g  agreement.

YO UR LE A D E R S  DO N’T 

W A N T  TO F IG H T !

However, i t  s t i l l  remains to be 
known w hy the social dem ocratic 
leaders speak a t a l l : regard ing 
polemics, non-aggression pacts and 
the disgusting manners of the Com
munists, instead of answering th is  
simple question : in  w h a t way sha ll 
we figh t the Fascists? F o r the  s im 
ple reason th a t the social dem
ocra tic  leaders do not w an t to  figh t. 
They cherished the hope th a t H in 
denburg would save them fro m  
H it le r .  Now they are w a itin g  fo r  
soine_,other m iracle. They do not 
w ant” to  figh t. They lost the hab it 
of figh ting  long ago. The s trugg le 
frigh tens them.

Stam pfer w ro te regard ing the 
actions o f the Fascist b a n d itry  a t 
E is leben : “ F a ith  in  r ig h t and ju s 
tice has not yet died in  Germany.”  
(Vorw aerts, February 14.)

I t  is impossible to read these 
words w ith o u t being revolted. In 
stead o f a ca ll fo r  a fig h tin g  u n i
ted fro n t, we get the consoling 
w o rd s : “ F a ith  in  ju s tice  has not 
died.”  Now, the bourgeoisie has 
its  justice, and the p ro le ta r ia t its  
own, too. Arm ed in jus tice  always 
comes ou t on top of disarm ed ju s 
tice. The whole h is to ry  o f human
ity  proves th is . Whoever makes 
an appeal to th is  self-evident 
“ ghost”  o f “ ju s tice ”  is deceiving 
the workers. Whoever wants the 
v ic to ry  o f p ro le ta rian  jus tice  oyer 
Fascist violence, m ust ag ita te  fo r 
the strugg le and ¡set up the organs 
o f the p ro le ta rian  un ited  fro n t.

I t  is  impossible to  find  in  the 
en tire  social democratic press a 
single lin e  in d ica tng  genune pre
pa ra tion  fo r  the strugg le . There 
is not a single th ing, m erely some 
general phrases, postponements to  
some inde fin ite  fu tu re , nebulous 
consolations. “ O n ly  le t the Nazis
s ta rt something, and th e n___ ”  And
the Nazis s ta rted  something. They 
march fo rw a rd  step by step, they 
tra n q u illy  take over one position 
a fte r  another. These pe tty  bour
geois reactionary m alefactors do 
not care fo r  risks. Now, they do 
not need to  r is k  anyth ing  a t a l l : 
they are sure in  advance th a t the 
enemy w i l l  re trea t w ith o u t a figh t. 
And they are no t m istaken in  th e ir  
calculations.

O f course, i t  oftens occurs th a t 
a combatant m ust re trea t in  order 
to  get a good s ta rt fo r  a leap 
fo rw a rd . B u t the social democratic 
leaders are no t inc lined  to make 
the leap fo rw a rd . They do not 
w an t to leap. A nd a l l th e ir  dis
sertations a re  made in  ordler to 
conceal th is  fac t. Just a short tim e 
ago they kept asserting th a t so 
long as the Nazis do not q u it the 
ground of lega lity , there is no room 
fo r  a figh t. Now we get a good 
look a t w ha t th is  le g a lity  was : a 
series o f prom issory notes on the 
coup d’E ta t. S till,  th is  coup d ’
E ta t was possible on ly because the 
social democratic leaders lu l l  the 
workers to sleep w ith  phrases 
about the le g a lity  o f the coup d ’ 
E ta t and console them w ith  hope 
of a new Reichstag yet more im 
potent than those th a t preceded it .

A Letter from. Moscow About the Left Opposition
_____ (Continued fro m  Page 1)
i t  who had broken off.”  F rom  
mouth to m outh there is now be
ing  j>assed the statem ent presum
ably made by Z inoviev p r io r  tio 
his departure ■ fo r  exile*, “ The 
greatest h is to rica l m istake we 
ma<h‘ was our leaving the Opposi
tion  in  1027” . I t  is reputed th a t 
Kamenev too jo ined in  w ith  h im  in  
so saying. I  have no means of 
ve rify in g  th is  fa c t a t its  source. 
B u t the report in  its e lf  is  qu ite  
characteris tic  o f the c ircles w ith  
which Z inoviev and Kamenev were 
connected.

The sympathy fo r  the L e ft Op
position has grown greatly , even 
w ith in  the apparatus circles, es
pecially among old pa rty  members, 
who know  and remember the past. 
-‘The Le fts  have a program , rea l 
men, rea l character, and leaders” . 
One chances to  hear such rem arks 
very often, sometimes where one 
would least expect them. However, 
among the apparatus functionaries, 
who were educated du ring  the last 
period, there is considerable fea r 
o f the L e ft O ppos ition ; should i t  
come to  power i t  would deal harsh
ly  w ith  a ll those who in  th e ir  own 
tim e took charge o f S ta lin is t re
prisals. I t  goes w ith o u t saying 
tha t a l l such doubts and fears are 
ca re fu lly  encouraged from  above.

In  the course o f the la s t few  
months, arrests on a large scale 
have been made in  factories. More 
than a hundred w orkers were a r
rested in  the “ Amo”  factory, where 
Opposition c ircu lars  were d is tr i
buted. A  few dozen workers were 
nabbed in  Sharkopodshipnik. There 
were arrests in  the “ C a lib re”  fa c 
to ry  (30 to  40 worker's) and in  
the B a ltic  fac to ry  in  Leningrad. A  
c ircu la r, set up loca lly, was d is tr i
buted a t a fac to ry  in  K o v ro v ; in 
dub itab ly  .sim ilar facts could be 
obtained in  m any o ther places. I  
send on ly those reports th a t have 
reached me.

I  have already in fo rm ed you th a t 
d u rin g  the October days, a t a 
brake-producing p lan t a p o r tra it  of 
S titlin  was so d raw n th a t the  next 
m orn ing i t  tu rned in to  a p o r tra it  
o f T ro tsky . There was a great to- 
do about th is ; many were arrested 
but the offenders were not caught.

' From  tim e to  tim e “ misunderstand-
I ings”  o f th is  type occur in  o ther 
enterprises. A t  the fa c to ry  “ P ro
le ta ria n  Labo r” , on the 22nd o f 
January, the leading a rtic le  of the 
w a ll newspaper, dedicated to 
Len in ’s anniversary, turned ou t to 
be completely composed o f excerpts 
from  T ro tsky ’s artic les on Lenin. 
A  te rrib le  rum p us ! M any o f the 
pa rtic ipan ts  were excluded from  the 
party .

The w orkers in  factories are su l
len, dissatisfied and ir r ita b le . The 
au tho rities  are tak in g  advantage 
o f the passport system p r im a r ily  
in  order to ship ou t o f Moscow a ll 
the undesirable and even the least 
suspicious elements, in  a p o lit ic a l 
sense; among them a ll those L e ft 
Oppositionists who had repented a t 
diverse times. The purpose behind 
th is  is c le a r ; tow ard Spring storm y 
tim es are expected in  factories and 
a ll those are being liqu ida ted be
forehand who have any chance o f 
o f serving as leaders in  these ag i
tations. T h is  measure, ju s t  as 
many others, serves as a means o f 
self-defense fo r  the apparatus to 
the de trim ent o f the party , fo r  i t  
is qu ite  self-evident th a t the Le ft 
Oppositionists in  whom the workers 
tru s t w ould have s triven to lead 
every movement in to  Soviet chan
nels.

In  factories there sp rin g  up odd 
opposition groups w h ich  function  
w ith  th e ir  own means and forces. 
D u ring  arrests there fe found 
“ T ro ts k y is t”  lite ra tu re , chiefly 
home-made c ircu lars, theses, ex
trac ts , etc. F rom  o u t o f “ M y L ife ”  
comrades have selected m a te ria l 
fo r  propaganda. On th is  ground, 
three Oppositionists were arrested. 
In  many cases, the ideas o f the 
Opposition get abroad in tu it iv e ly . 
W orkers are draw n to ou r slogans 
by d iffe rent paths. A t  present the 
questions th a t are posed most 
acutely are those th a t deal w ith  
suppression, bureaucratic despot
ism, and unbearable conditions in  
factories and in  the pa rty . Recent

ly , the p a rty  apparatus issued a 
secret c ircu la r w ith  ins tructions to  
double the watch over hectographs 
and o ther m u ltig rap h ing  machines 
in  offices; evidently, the Opposition 
u tilizes these machines in  order to 
publish its  documents.

In  January, a t a Moscow p a rty  
session, Kaganovich said, “ in  the 
Is tr in s k  reg ion (near Moscow) fo r  
five months a ll the nucle i were in  
the hands o f T ro tsky is ts . And 
w hat happened? The apparatus 
proceeded to  enter in to  a discussion 
w ith  them instead o f dealing w ith  
the T ro tsky is ts  as they ought to 
be dealt w ith .”  The same K agan
ovich reported, “ K h ichkov, a wo
man w orker in  Leningrad, took the 
floor in  her nucleus to  announce 
th a t she did  not believe in  Z in 
oviev’s counter-revolution ism . She 
was, o f course, expelled im m edi
a te ly .”

A rrests  among the workers, espe- 
c ia ly  among the young Commun
ists, take place con tinua lly . The 
m a jo rity  o f these arrests pass un
noticed. P a rty  circ les become ac
quainted w ith  mass arrests on ly 
when the la tte r  are connected w ith  
ind iv idu a ls  m ore o r Jess w e ll- 
known. Thus, fo r  instance, the fo l
lo w in g  is cu rre n t in  connection 
w ith  the a rre s t of the group o f 
Nemchenko, a trade  un ion func
tio n a ry  : f irs t, a group o f YCLers 
was arrested, among them Nemch- 
enko’s son. They were confronted 
w ith  the ind ic tm ent charging them 
w ith  conspiring te rro r is tic  acts ( ! )  
and they were ha rsh ly  cross-exam
ined to  make them divulge how 
they, the youngsters, had come to 
such ideas. Nemchenko’s son is 
reported to  have replied, “ There’s 
con tinua l ta lk  a t home th a t the 
Chief is ru in in g  the coun try .”  In  
th is  manner they go t a t Nemchenko 
and his friends.

I t  is, of course, possible th a t 
w ith in  some c irc le  o r other o f the 
youth, w h ich  are deprived o f lead
ersh ip and o f the po ss ib ility  to  
discuss and c ritic ize , there is ac
tu a l t» lk  going on about te rro r is tic  
acts. B u t most probably, w ha t is 
involved in  the above m atter and 
the like, is  provocation fo r  the p u r
pose o f in tim id a tin g  and v il ify in g  
“ lib e ra l”  parents. The struggle 
against those elements in  the ap
paratus which are inclined tow a rd  
the O pposition proceeds not on ly 
by means o f arrests bu t w ith  slan
der as w e ll. Those who c r it ic iz e  
are smeared w ith  f ilth , being charg
ed w ith  embezzlement, g ra ft, nep
otism , etc., etc. T h is  fac ilita te s  
liqu ida tion .

The fo llo w in g  method is w ide ly  
applied. D u rin g  a ll sorts o f au
th o rita tiv e  conferences, p a rtic u la r
ly  those connected w ith  co llec tiv i
zation, in du s tria liza tion , in fla tion , 
the conditions o f the workers and 
other bu rn ing  questions, the cha ir
man proposes th a t the discussion 
proceed in  the s p ir it  of fo r th r ig h t 
frankness, presumably to g ive the 
“ leaders”  an opportun ity  to  e lucid
ate a ll sides of the question. Con
curren tly , every c r it ic a l statement, 
p a rtic u la r ly , i f  there seems to be 
behind i t  considerable reflection, 
serves in va ria b ly  as a reason fo r1 
in q u iry  and surveillance, and fo r  
fe rre tin g  ou t connections; and not 
in fre qu en tly  i t  leads to  the arrest 
o f in d iv id u a l groups. I t  is said 
th a t Sm ilga suffered fo r h is “ c r i t i 
ca l”  speech a t a conference where 
the most touchy questions o f ru ra l 
economy were discussed. I t  is  in 
dubitab le  th a t Smilga, in  any 
event, d id  not represent any Op
position is t o r semi-Oppositonist 
group. B ut, nevertheless, he paid 
fo r  his a ttem pt to speak ou t upon 
the peasant policies o f S ta lin  in  
the very  in tim a te  and super-auth
o rita tiv e  circle.

F rom  w e ll in form ed sources the 
fo llo w in g  is  re lated about the man
ner in  w h ich  the group o f Eismont, 
Tolmachev and others was liq u id 
ated. W h ile  re c ru it in g  supporters, 
E ism ont shared h is viewis w ith  a 
close in tim a te  o f his N iko lsky, 
speaking o f the s itua tion  in  the  
coun try  and, in  pa rticu la r, o f the 
necessity to get r id  o f S ta lin . T h is  
confidant “ shared”  E ism ont’s views 
w ith  functionaries fro m  the Cen
tra l C ontro l Commission. E ism ont 
was ordered to  re p o rt there. “ W hat

are your re la tions w ith  N iko lsky?”  
“ The best” , ‘¡'You tru s t  h im ?”  
"Yes” . Thereupon E ism ont was 
shown N iko lsky ’s tes tim on y ; and 
th a t was im m ediate ly fo llowed up 
w ith  an ind ic tm ent charging pre
para tion  o f . . .  . te rro r is t ic  acts. Ob
viously, th is  ind ic tm ent was in  re
ference to th is  words about the 
necessity o f “ ge tting  r id  o f S ta lin ” . 
E ism ont could not w iths tand  the 
pressure and betrayed Tolmachev, 
and said th a t Rykov and Tomsky 
knew about his po in t of view. I t  
is  possible, o f course, th a t E ism ont 
m erely referred to  Tolmachev, R y
kov and Tomsky, as witnesses who 
cou ld te s tify  th a t w h ile  he, E is 
mont, spoke out c r it ic a lly  about 
S ta lin ’s policies, he was much too 
fa r  away from  any idea of te rro r
ism. A  reference of th is  s o rt to  
au th o rita tive  witnesses could and 
m ust have become transform ed, un
der the given conditons, in to  “ be- 
tra y a f” , and have called fo r  a 
charge being brought against Rykov 
and Tomsky, of th e ir  being in fo rm 
ed, and th e ir fa il in g  to report. As 
is w e ll known, in  its  own tim e, 
the charge against Z inoviev and 
Kamenev in  re la tion  to R iu tin  and 
Sliepkov reduced its e lf to  precisely 
the same th ing.

In  connection w ith  the a ffa ir  of 
the E ism ont group, the w ord was 
care fu lly  passed around among the 
pa rty  tops, th a t not on ly Rykov 
and Tomsky knew about “ the con
sp ira to rs”  bu t also one member of 
the P o litbueau ; a delicate h in t a t 
K a lin in . There is no doubt th a t 
K a lin in  is heart and soul w ith  the 
R ights. I t  is  also possible th a t in  
a super-cautious manner he is ta k 
in g  ou t insurance “ to  the  R igh t.”

A t  the Plenum o f the GEC Voro
shilov said, tu rn in g  to  Tomsky, 
“ You cut ou t th in k in g  th a t you are 
a leader. T h a t’s a l l over now. You 
w ant to  deport yourself as a lead
e r bu t you are ju s t an o rd in a ry  
pa rty  member. Begin w o rk ing  as 
a ran k  and f ile  Communist in  the 
nucleus; w o rk  in  the w a ll newspa
per ; produce proof th a t you are de
serving o f tru s t.”

Rykov unburdened h im se lf a t 
the Plenum in  the fo llo w in g  man
ner, “ How  can I  prove my devo
tion  to party , w o rk ing  on ly among 
the le tte r-ca rrie rs?  G ive me the 
opportun ity  to  step ou t before the 
masses. Now, fo r  example, I  was 
refused perm ission by the d is tr ic t

M AR C H  IS S U E  OF 
YOUNG SPARTACUS

The M arch number o f Young 
Spartacus, wh ich is ready fo r  sale, 
is  a liv e ly  issue con ta in ing artic les 
on the burn ing questions, o f the 
day. I ts  leading a rtic le  “ U n ite  to 
Smash Fascism”  discusses the 
m anifesto o f the Com intern fo r  a 
un ited fro n t w ith  the Socialist In 
te rna tiona l. The ca ll fo r  an anti- 
Fascist Conference signed by a 
number o f youth groups inc lud ing  
the N a tiona l Youth Committee o f 
the L e ft Opposition, the New Y ork  
Spartacus Y ou th  Club and the 
Young Communist League, an item  
on “ Non-Aggression Pact o r U n ited 
F ro n t” ,, a review  o f comrade T ro t
sky ’s pamphlet “ The O nly Road”  
and quotations from  the S ta lin is ts  
and Social Democrats on Germany, 
make the issue a predom inantly 
German campaign number.

Reports on the toy  workers and 
anti-Fascist youth conferences, the 
A lbany jobless and Tom Mooney 
Conference, the conditions o f the 
homeless you th  reflect the ac tiv 
itie s  of the youth movement. Sev
era l item s on the Young Communist 
League, “ A  Y C Ler Speaks”  “ N in th  
Plenum o f the Young Communist 
in te rn a tio n a l”  a statem ent o f a 
Chicago comrade, the  appeal o f 
the Chicago Club against physical 
assaults on L e ft  Oppositionists, etc. 
a le tte r o f comrade T ro tsky to  the 
Spanish youth, the repo rt of ac tiv 
ités o f the French L e ft Opposition 
ycuth , “ K a r l M arx ’s Confession” , 
an a rtic le  on the P aris  Commune, 
rep rin ts  o f tw o  proclam ations of 
the Commune, complete the liv e ly  
number o f our youth paper, Young 
Spartacus.

Comrades are urged to order bun
dle orders. Get subs and donations 
fo r  our paper.

committee chairm an when I  wanted 
to make an address du rin g  a ju b 
ilee a't the P a rk  of C u ltu re  and 
Rest, where 30,000 pa rtic ipa ted .”  
The same Voroshilov rep lied to 
Rykov a t the Plenum, “ And he was 
r ig h t in  re fus ing— who knows w hat 
you would have isaid, and w hat 
line  you m igh t have defended. 
You learn how to w o rk  among the 
le tte r-ca rrie rs .”  A t  present, Voro
shilov, a t any rate, is  no t a ran k  
and file  member o f the pa rty , but 
a “ leader’’ .

One must not th in k , o f course, 
th a t after' the complete cap itu la tion  
o f the R ig h t leaders, the a ttitud e  
tow ards them has been ra d ica lly  
changed. A t the m eeting o f the 
Moscow P a rty  m ilitan ts , K agan
ovich w h ile  reporting  on the 
Plenum, spoke w ith  great animos
ity  not on ly about Rykov and Tom 
sky bu t also B ukharin . The la t
ter, however, because the least 
dangerous, has been s lig h tly  par
doned.

Among the R ights there is great 
confusion,. They a re  strong in  
moods but not in  organ ization or 
ideas. They are now w ith o u t cen
tra l leaders, However, the arrests 
among the R ights continue. Re
cen tly  there were im portan t a r
rests in  the People’s Com m issariat 
of A g ricu ltu re . A  “ w recking”  o r
ganization was discovered there, 
embracing many super-authorita tive 
workers. A t  its  head presumably 
were the chief o f th is  commissar
ia t, K onor, and h is colleagues K ov- 
arsky and W olff. They are accused 
of having m aintained connections 
w ith  P e tlu ra  organizations in  the 
U kra ine and in  Kuban, and o f even 
keeping in  touch w ith  the Petlu ra  
center in  Poland. I t  is  possible, 
o f course, th a t there were isolated 
class enemies in  the apparatus of 
the Commissariat, b u t the en tire  
case as a whole represents an ob
vious amalgam. So fa r  as I  know, 
Konor was born in  G alicia, jo ined 
the Bolsheviks du ring  the im per
ia lis t  .war, o r sh o rtly  the re a fte r; 
he pa rtic ipa ted  in  the C iv il W ar, 
and I  th in k  he sympathized w ith  
the L e ft Opposition a few  years 
ago. O f his la te r h is to ry  I  know 
no th ing  . . . N o tw iths tand ing  the 
c u rt and detailed charct’er o f the 
accusations, no one believes in
th e ir  v a lid ity . Everybody is o f
the opin ion th a t the “ ch ie f”  is sim 
p ly  preparing fo r an in |strudtive 
t r ia l  o f those supposedly g u ilty  of 
the collapse o f ru ra l economy.

The s itua tion  in  Kazakstan is 
extrem ely onerous— the population 
has tu rned nom ad. . . .  “ F a ith fu l”  
Goloshchekin, who brought Kazak
stan to the outerm ost lim its  o f dis
aster, has f in a lly  been replaced. 
However, there has been appointed 
in  h is stead the no less “ fa ith fu l”  
M irzoyan, fo rm er secretary of 
Baku. The m a tte r goes no fu rth e r 
than th is  shu ffling  o f personalities. 
.  On the so il o f economic and other' 
d ifficu lties there are sprouting d iv 
erse hostile  movements, among them 
na tiona lis tic  movements, in  pa rticu 
la r  in  Crimea, where many au thor
ita tiv e  workers were arrested—  
Tartars.

G ra in  collections, as w e ll as o ther 
ru ra l operations, are ta k in g  place 
under fe a rfu l pressure in  N o rth  
Caucasus and the U kra ine . M erc i
less repressions encompass ever 
w id e r c ircles o f peasantry, local 
Communists among them. The 
leadership has com pletely taken to 
the course o f ad in in is tra tive  force. 
No trace has been le ft  of the fo r 
m er “ idea liza tion ”  o f the peasant, 
in  practise, a t any rate. A t  pre
sent the S ta lin is t upper crust con
siders th a t i t  is possible to  get out 
of the d ifficu lties on ly  by w ay of 
new and extrem ely enforced meth
ods, o f subjection. A l l  w o rk  is be
ing  undertaken in  th is  s p ir it, es
pecia lly  since the las t Plenum o f 
the CEC. About 50,000 a u th o rita 
tiv e  w orkers are being m obilized 
in  the cities in  order to  pu t through 
the “ decisive”  policies in  villages. 
They w i l l  be placed there in  the 
P o lit ic a l sectons, in  machine and 
tra c to r stations, in  commislsions 
fo r  sow ing and harvesting, in  pro
duce ta x  commissions, etc., etc. 
T h e ir ch ie f task is to  break down 
the “ Softness”  of the  loca l Com
munists.

A t  the restric ted  and closed pa rty  
m ilita n ts  m eeting in  Leningrad, 
K iro v  said, “ We w i l l  deal m erc i
lessly no t on ly w ith  p a rty  mem
bers who c a rry  on counter-revolu
tio n a ry  ( i.  e., Opposition) a c tiv 
ities  but w ith  a l l those who s h illy 
sha lly  in  factories o r in  villages, 
who do not fu l f i l l  the plans, e tc ... 
400 members o f the p a rty  have been 
already sent to  Solovsky fo r  fa i l 
ure to  fu lf i l l  the plans.”  A l l  th is 
is being said fo r  purposes o f in 
tim ida tion .

D e jection and depression are r ife  
even among the highest c ircles of 
the apparatus. I f  anyth ing, there 
are even few er anecdotes being 
told, ju s t as much because anec
dotes are being punished ( in  cases 
o f p a rty  members i t  has been de
creed : there has been enough an
ecdotes ; from  now on anecdotes 
mean expulsion)., as w e ll as be
cause the s itua tion  in  the pa rty  
and the country is not conducive 
to anecdotes. The revo lu tiona ry  
elements in  the p a rty  seek out 
each other. The connections are 
established by psychological guess
work,— is he a Communist o r no? 
B y  “ Communist”  is understood the 
honest p a rty  member, not a career
ist, not an in fo rm er, no t an agent 
of the apparatus. In  other words, 
the word “ Com m unist”  is gradu
a lly  becoming equivalent to the 
word “ opposition ist”  (conscious or 
unconscious). In  order to discern 
one another, the comrades make 
use of the m ost diverse methods. 
Here is one o f th e m : one o f the in 
te rlocutors  begins cursing T ro tsky, 
not in  the lo fty  offic ia l tones, but 
offhand, as i f  “ casually” . Th is 
alone serves as a sufficient token 
and affords the poss ib ility  to tu rn  
the conversation in to  proper' chan
nels.
T H E  S IT U A T IO N  AMONG 
T H E  E X IL E S

I  w ish to  w r ite  to you p a rticu 
la r ly  about the exjiles and th e ir  
harsh s itua tion . “ H a rsh ”  w i l l  ha rd
ly  do. T h e ir s itua tion  is  horrib le . 
O ur comrades are l i te ra lly  th row n 
to the m ercy o f s ta rva tion  and of 
the elements. They are given no 
work. They are deprived o f ra 
tions ; there is a scarcity o f warm  
c lo th in g ; they cannot get out o f 
the sufferings caused by cold and 
hunger. O pportunely enough, I  
received a le tte r yetserday from  
Y. “ They th in k  to  starve us out. 
We shan’t  repent. We are rig h t. 
We sha ll starve to  death, bu t we 
sha ll not repent.”

We take up collections, bu t here 
th is  is tied up w ith  the greatest 
risks. H e lp ing an O ppositionist 
w ith  a Chervonetz means p lac ing 
yourself in  the lis ts  o f the enem
ies, and runn ing  the chance o f be
ing  exiled. And even money does 
not help, because no th ing can be 
bought fo r  i t  in  the sections o f 
exile, and p rac tica lly  no th ing  can 
be sent out o f here. .What is  need
ed are coupons from  the Torgsin, 
and fo re ign  currency.

Do w hat you can abroad. S ta rt 
a campaign fo r  the benefit q f the 
exiled Oppositionists. W hat is in 
volved is the physica l ann ih ila tion  
o f our comrades, sincere and devot
ed revo lu tion is ts . M any o f them 
have proved by decades o f w o rk  
th e ir  lo ya lty  to  the revo lu tion, to 
Bolshevism and to  the Soviet Gov
ernment.

Just th is  moment there has a r 
rived  news o f L. S, Sosnovsky’s 
death in  exile. Can th is  possibly 
be true? The news comes from  
among his relatives. The report 
has not been verified. More than 
once d u rin g  the past few  years, 
there have a rrived  da rk  reports 
about the  deaths o f  comrades in  
exile, beginning w ith  Rakovsky. 
B u t in  many instances they turned 
out untrue. In  such rum ors there 
is expressed the a la rm  fo r  old 
friends and leaders. I  f irm ly  hope 
th a t the report o f Leon Semen- 
ov itch ’s death is un true. I  cannot 
b ring  m yself to believe th is  rum or.

N. I .  M ura lov is now a t Tagan
rog, a iling . F rom  among the Dem
ocra tic  Centralists, V . M. Smirnov 
is s t i l l  in  Suzdalsk, in  so lita ry  con
finement. Sapronov is in  Theod
osia. P o lit ic a lly  no th ing is heard 
about the Dem ocratic Centra lists, 
nor about the W orkers’ Opposition. 
February  1033. — T . T.

The Fascists can ask fo r  no th ing 
better.

Today the social democracy has 
even ceased speaking o f struggles 
in  the indefin ite  fu tu re . On the 
subject o f the already-begun de
s truc tion  of the working-class o r
ganizations and press, the Vor
waerts “ rem inds”  the governm ent 
not to fo rge t th a t “ in  a developed 
cap ita lis t country  the conditions o f 
production group the w orkers in  
factories” . These words ind ica te 
th a t the leadership of the social 
democracy accepts in  advance the 
destruction o f the p o lit ic a l, econ
omic and c u ltu ra l organizations 
created by three generations o f 
the p ro le ta ria t. “ In  spite o f th is ”  
the workers w i l l  rem ain grouped 
by the industries themselves. W e ll 
then, w hat good are pro le ta rian  o r
ganizations i f  the question can be 
solved so simply?

The leaders of the social dem
ocracy and the trade unions wash 
th e ir  hands, and relegate them 
selves to  the sidelines w h ile  w a it
ing. I f  the workers themselves, 
“ grouped together by the indus
tr ie s ” , break the bonds o f discip
line  and begin the struggle, the 
leaders, obviously, w i l l  intervene 
as they d id  in  191$, in  the ro le 
of pacifiers and m ediators and 
w i l l  force themselves ,on to  the 
w orkers’ backs to  re-establish the 
positions they have lost.

The leaders conceal from  the 
eyes o f the masses th e ir  re fusa l to 
figh t and th e ir  dread o f the s trug
gle by means o f ho llow  phrases 
about non-agression paces. Social 
democratic w orkers you r leaders 
do not w ant to f ig h t !

T H E N  IS  OUR PROPOSAL

A M A N EU VER ?

Here the social democrat w i l l  
again in te rru p t us to s a y : “ Since 
you do not believe in  o u r leaders’ 
desire to  figh t against Fascism, 
isn ’t  your proposal fo r  a un ited 
fro n t an obvious maneuver?”  Even 
more, he w i l l  repeat the reflections 
prin ted in  the V orw aerts  to  the 
effect th a t the w orkers need u n ity  
and not “ maneuvers” .

T h is  type o f argum ent has qu ite  
a convincing sound. In  ac tu a lity  
i t  is an em pty phrase. Yes, we 
Communists are positive th a t the 
social dem ocratic and trade  unions 
functiona ries  w i l l  continue to  evade 
(lie struggle to  the best o f th e ir  
a b ility . A t  the c r it ic a l moment a 
large segment o f the w o rk ing  class 
bureaucracy w i l l  pass d irec tly  over 
to the Fascists. The other segment, 
w h ich succeeds in  exporting  its  
ca re fu lly  hoarded financia l re 
sources to  some other country, 
w i l l  em igrate a t the opportune 
moment. A l l  these actions have 
already begun and th e ir  fu r th e r  
development is inevitable. B u t we 
do not confuse th is  segment, today 
the most in flu e n tia l in  the re form 
is t bureaucracy, w ith  the social 
democratic pa rty  o r the en tire ty  o f 
the trade unions. The p ro le ta rian  
nucleus o f the p a rty  w i l l  f ig h t w ith  
sure blows, and i t  w i l l  ca rry  be
h ind i t  a good-sized section o f the 
apparatus. E xac tly  where w i l l  the 
line  o f dem arcation pass between 
the turncoats, tra ito rs  and desert
ers, on one sidfi, and those who 
w ant to figh t, on the other? We 
can on ly  find th is  out through ex
perience. T ha t is why, w ith o u t 
possessing the s ligh test confidence 
in  the social dem ocratic bureau
cracy, the Communists cannot ab
sta in  from  addressing themselves 
to  the whole pa rty . O nly in  th is  
manner w i l l  i t  be possible to  sep
ara te  those who w ant to  figh t from  
those who w ant to desert. I f  we 
are m istaken in  our estim ation o f 
Weis, Br'eitscheid, H ilfe rd in g , Cris- 
pien and the rest, le t them prove 
th a t we are lia rs  by th e ir  actions. 
We w il l  declare a mea> culpa on the 
pub lic  squares. I f  a ll th is  is mere
ly  a “ maneuver”  on our part, i t  is 
a correct and necessary maneuver 
w h ich serves the interests of the 
cause.

You social democrats rem ain in  
your p a rty  because you have fa ith  
in  its  program, in  its  tactics and 
in  its  leadership. Th is is a fa c t 
w ith  w h ich  we reckon. You re
gard our c ritic ism  as false. T ha t 
is your priv ilege. You are by no 
means obliged to believe the Com
m unists on fa ith , and no serious 
Communist w i l l  demand th is  o f 
you. B u t on th e ir  side the Com
m unists have the r ig h t to pu t no 
confidence in  the functiona ries  o f 
the social democracy and not to 
consider the  social democrats as 
M arxists, revo lu tion is ts , and genu
ine socialists. Otherwise, the Com
m unists would have no need fo r  
the setting up of a separate p a rty  
and a separate In te rna tiona l. We 
m ust take the facts as they are. 
We must bu ild  the un ited fro n t no t 
in  the clouds, but on the foundation 
w h ich a ll the previous development 
lias la id  down. I f  you sincerely 
believe th a t you r leadership w i l l  
lead the workers to  struggle against 
Fascism, then w hat Communist 
maneuver' can you d is trust?  Then 
w hat is th is  maneuver o f w h ich  
the V orw aerts  is con tinua lly  speak
ing? T h in k  th is  ou t c a re fu lly : Is  
th is  not a maneuver on the p a rt o f 
your leaders who w ant to  fr ig h te n  
you w ith  the ho llow  w ord “ man- 
( uve r”  and thus keep you away 
from  the un ited  fron t?

(Conclusion in  the next num ber) 
— L. TRO TSKY.
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PACT 4 T H E  M I L I T A N T

The Crisis in German Communism
T w o days before the German 

Reichstag elections fo r ty  thousand 
Fascis t storm  troops, preceded hy 
tw o  hundred armed “ a u x ilia ry  po l
ice”  in  Nazi un ifo rm , marched 
th rough  the streets o f cen tra l and 
western B e rlin . They were greeted 
by most of the Schupos (German 
police) w ith  the Fascist salute. I t  
was effective election propaganda, 
bu t more than tha t, i t  was an a t
tem pt to  pu t force behind the 
Fascism cla im  th a t they are the 
“ masters o f B e r lin ” . To the extent 
th a t one can speak o f w e ight o f 
election figures, the c la im  appear
ed to  have been confirmed tw o days 
la te r ;  though the rea l contest' is 
ye t to_come. The streets o f B e rlin  
w i l l  undoubtedly w itness some seri
ous aspects o f th is  contest.

O ut in  the W est End the brown- 
sh irted  paraders were greeted by 
Fascist flags from  p ra c tica lly  every 
w indow. In  th a t section o f the big 
and pe tty  bourgeoisie they could 
re tu rn  the greetings to  th e ir  
friends, no t exclud ing the rich  
Jews. B u t in  B e rlin  N orth , the 
w o rk ing  class section w h ich  in 
cludes Wedding, on th a t very same 
day the whole section was isolated 
by a. strong police cordon and every 
house ransacked w h ile  the te rro r 
and the arrests were m ounting. To 
have horny hands is sure grounds 
fo r  suspicion and alm ost proof of 
g u ilt.

Such is now the norm al proced
ure  o f expressions o f everyday life  
no t on ly in  B e rlin  bu t throughout 
Germany. The contest fo r  fina l 
and'com plete assertion o f power is 
on and increasing in  in te ns ity  even 
though, compared to w hat is to 
tom e, th is  is mere g u e rr illa  w a r
fare.
The False O utlook o f the  S ta lin is ts

The election resu lts expressed a 
serious setback to the revo lu tion 
a ry  vanguard. Not even the 
scream ing and empty boasts of v ic 
to ry  made by the Moscow Pravda 
can hide th a t fa c t nor does th is  
in  the least change the reaction to 
these results w ith in  the disorgan
ized ranks o f the p ra c tica lly  ann i
h ila ted vanguard. The setback 
weighs heavy upon them. D u ring  
these years of g row ing  Fascist dan
ger the S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
offic ia l Com m unist p a rty  tr ie d  to 
combat Fascism and social dem
ocracy as tw o sections of the same 
camp— Fascism and social Fasc
ism. T ha t was the offic ia l policy 
o f the S ta lin ized Com intern.

A t  the eleventh Com intern plen
um held in  A p r i l 1931, th a t is 
a fte r the German Reichstag elec
tions o f September 1930 in  which 
the Fascists recorded th e ir  f irs t 
g reat fo rw a rd  sweep, Thaelmann, 
reporting  on the German situa tion , 
sa id :

“ A fte r  September 14, a fte r the 
sensational successes of the Na
tio n a l Socialists, its  supporters 
th roughou t Germany nourished 
g rea t expectations. We did  not at 
th a t tim e pe rm it ourselves to be 
m isled by the panicky sentim ent 
w h ich  p a rtly  existed w ith in  the 
whole w o rk ing  class and a t any 
ra te  w ith in  social democracy. T ha t 
there were even w ith in  our own 
ranks certa in  comrades who not 
on ly  signalized bu t also overesti
mated the great danger o f th is  de
velopment o f Fascism, th a t is known 
to  most comrades. B u t we (Thae l
mann and fe llow  bureaucrats A. 
S.) declare soberly and serenely 
th a t September 14 was in  many 
respects H it le r ’s best day which 
w i l l  be fo llowed no t by better days 
bu t by worse.”

Thaelmann in  his repo rt recog
nized th a t the social dem ocratic 
workers have a d iffe re n t ideology 
o f c iv i l w a r fro m  th a t o f the Fasc
ists, and th a t he proceeded to state 
the essence o f the S ta lin is t view  
as fo llo w s :

“ On the other hand we w i l l  w it 
ness th a t the Social Democrats 
w i l l  succeed also in  Germany,,, as 
they are now already in  a measure 
succeeding, to fo rm  te rro r  groups 
fo r the c iv il w a r from  th e ir mass 
supporters, which w i l l  su re ly  in 
the fu tu re  figh t side by side w ith  
the Fascists against us on the 
o ther side o f the barricade.”

U p u n t il the very la s t moment, 
th a t is to the actua l establishm ent 
o f the H it le r  government, on Janu
a ry  30 of th is  year, the S ta lin is ts  
m ainta ined th a t the m ain attacks 
m ust be concentrated upon the 
“ social Fascists. W hat are the 
resu lts o f th is  policy?

The actua l results are th a t the 
c r im in a lly  false policy of the incom 
petent p a rty  leaders has so fa r  
saved the social dem ocratic bu
reaucracy. As a pa rty , the S. P. 
held its  own in  the elections. The 
votes cast fo r  a w orkers p a rty  in  
Germany ind ica te conscious support 
fo r  its  policies. Accord ing to th is  
there are today seven m illio n  w o rk 
ers s t i l l  under social democratic 
influence and fo llo w in g  the social 
democratic leaders. Perhaps one 
may reduce the num ber’ by about 
one m illio n , a llow ing  th a t many fo r 
various functionaries, trade union, 
co-operative and w ha t is le f t  of 
social democratic loca l government
a l officials. I ts  fo rm er pe tty  bour
geois support in  general has already 
gone to H itle r .  T h is  leaves never
theless the conscious support o f six 
m illio n  workers, the solid section 
of the p ro le ta ria t, workers engaged 
in  industry , in  the m ain employed 
workers w ith  the tools o f produc
t io n  in  th e ir  hands. T ha t is ye t a 
fo rm idab le  strength.

The social dem ocratic bureau
cracy  has been saved because i t  
was not a t a l l p u t to  the test in  
action  before the eyes o f these s ix  
m illio n  workers. They can now 
continue to pra te about opposition 
to  Fascism and sabotage action. 
W ould i t  not have been fa r  be tte r 
to  pu t them to  the test and in 
evitable exposure so as to be recog
nized in  th e ir  true  lig h t in  fro n t 
o f these s ix  m illio n  workers? Is  
i t  no t now clear th a t a rea l Com
m un ist pressure fo r  a un ited fro n t

Alternatives in the 
Decisive Class Battles
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in  its  genuine sense w ith  social 
democracy, would no t on ly have 
un ited  the w o rk ing  class bu t 
would also have forced the hands 
of th is  treacherous bureaucracy? 
B u t i t  is precisely the fa ta lly  
w rong policy pursued o f centering 
the a ttacks against “ social Fasc
ism ”  instead o f a un ited fro n t w ith  
social democracy w h ich  has pe rm it
ted tlje  Fascist hordes to  te rro rize  
the w o rk ing  class in  the streets, to  
sweep the elections and to s it  in  
the government c la im ing  the im 
posing support o f seventeen m illio n  
votes’ to he used as a preparation 
fo r the fina l coup d ’E ta t. T h is  
is the catastrophic record o f the 
policies pursued by the S ta lin is t 
leadership to date.

In  increasing measure the Fasc
is t bands roam the streets exercis
ing themselves, tra in in g  themselves 
fo r the big battles in  assassinations 
upon the workers. One look a t a 
Nazi storm  troop reveals its  make
up. Speaking in a p o lit ic a l sense 
i t  is  the rag tag and bob ta i l  of 
society. T h e ir appearance is  in  
general th a t of roam ing bandits. 
I ts  ranks contain p r im a r ily  pe tty 
bourgeois elements to a la rge ex
tent recru ited  from  the declassed 
section, those impoverished by the 
In fla tion  and the crises. The slum 
p ro le ta ria t w h ich  go to make up 
pa rt o f its  ranks is generally re 
cru ited  from  those who as a re
gu la r p a rt o f th e ir  lives are down 
on the lowest step o f the socia l 
ladder1, and the shady elements. 
B ut i t  recru its  also other more or 
less demoralized p ro le ta rian  ele
ments. F o r example in  Germany 
;f today there ate about tw o to 

three m illio n  w orkers who have 
been unemployed so long th a t they 
have lost p ra c tica lly  a ll semblance 
of unemployment insurance. A  
f r ig h tfu l dem ora liza tion results. 
These elements d iv ide m a in ly  be
tween the 0 . P. and the Fascists,, 
the most conscious going to  the 
former.
Fascist-Stalillielm Unity Aims at 

Working Class Destruction
A goodly po rtion  o f these ele

ments are a ttrac ted  by the social- 
is tic a lly  colored demagogy of the 
Fascist movement. However as i t  
nears the pinnacle o f power the 
movement changes its  program  and 
its whole s truc tu re  likew ise under
goes a change. The pe tty  bour
geois elements begin to  recede to 
ward the background and the move
ment assumes its  rea l role of cham
pioning and defending the big bour
geoisie— the last defenders o f the 
cap ita lis t system. T h is  change is 
a lready in  the m aking in  Germany.

The Stahlhelm  on the other hand 
makes qu ite a d iffe ren t impression, 
not less reactionary b u t s t i l l  d i f 
ferent. They represent the old

Prussian sold ier type. They love 
to cover themselves w ith  the de
corations o f w a r days, especially 
the iro n  cross. W hen they meet 
they c lick  th e ir  heels and salute in  
the s tiffes t m il ita ry  fashion. In  
composition the S tah lhe lm  is  made 
up o f bourgeoisie, pe tty  bourgeoisie 
of the more so lid  layers especially 
from  the ru ra l towns, and even 
w orkers fro m  the Prussian landed 
estates. A t  its  inception i t  was fo r  
the repub lic  and democratic. Today 
its  ideology is  reactionary. In  the 
recent elections i t  had a common 
ticke t w ith  the German na tiona l
ists. J o in t ly  they express the pol
it ic a l organ ization o f the von 
Papen-Hugenburg-Seldte section of 
the H arzbu rg  un ited  fro n t. The 
d iffe re n tia tion  between th is  section 
and its  b igger and much more tu r- 
bu len tly  v io len t ha lf-b ro ther, the 
Nazi, is s t i l l  to  come. A nd i t  may 
have some serious reverberations.

The common goal o f destruction 
of the w o rk in g  class movement 
found them easily un ited. To the 
reactionary bourgeoisie the brown 
hordes promised som ething w h ich  
i t  had never enjoyed before— com
plete security against strikes. They 
embody its  hopes o f do ing away 
w ith  the hated and troublesome 
w o rk in g  class demands. T h e ir ra v 
aging fu ry , worked up on high and 
heavy promises, is there fore un
leashed f irs t  o f a ll and most d i
re c tly  against the Communists. 
But. the a im  is much broader, as 
the many repressions against the 
.social democrats show, yes, even 
going beyond to  any section sus
pected o f being a llies to the w o rk 
ing  class parties. The broad aim  
is, o f Course, necessary i f  the Fasc
ists are to  realize th e ir  hope of 
conquest. B u t w ith in  it ,  also the 
the dangers o f com plications fo r 
the reactionary camp. Because of 
th is  i t  w i l l  sure ly yet have to make 
its  retreats. Thus in  more ways 
than one are the possib ilities of 
d ifficu lties  in  the Fascist path apt 
to become breath ing spells fo r  the 
p ro le ta ria t, openings under the 
heavy a ttacks w h ich  i t  can u tilize  
the better to  gather its  forces. 
Workers Possess Remarkable Col

lectivity and Organizational 
Discipline

M eanwhile th is  heavy p a ll hangs 
over the w o rk ing  class, weighing 
upon i t  like  an alp. The burden 
is carried  in  silence. B u t i t  is a 
g rim  silence foreshadowing serious 
events. I t  is something unna tu ra l 
to witness Ger’man workers looking 
a t a swaggering Fascist storm  
troop w ith  eyes w h ich express re 
cognition o f the enemy and then 
speaking th e ir  thoughts to one 
another in  a ca re fu l w h isper not 
destined fo r  outside ears. No 
semblance ^o f freedom o f expres
sion exists. F o r a long tim e a ll 
w o rk ing  class meetings and de
m onstration o f any k in d  are to ta lly  
prohib ited . The same is the fa te  
o f the press, social dem ocratic prac
t ic a lly  as w e ll as the Communist.

The L e ft  Oppositon organ Die Per
manents Revolution has been ban
ned u n t il the end o f May.

There have been no mass demon
s tra tions  in  B e r lin  since the m igh ty  
Reichsbanner meeting in  the Lust- 
garten on Sunday, February  19- I t  
was estimated w e ll above 150,000. 
The Reichsbanner troops formed a 
solid g igan tic  square in  the center. 
B u t they listened to th e ir  ju s t re
elected leader K a r l H o lterm ann 
procla im  the empty phrase pre
v iously coined by the S ta lin is t Rem- 
m e le : “ We Come a fte r H iitle i? ’. 
Then the dem onstration dispersed. 
Such an event leaves a d is tinc t im 
pression o f g igantic  forces a t hand 
but not being utilized.

On February 27, the social dem
ocrats o f B e rlin  had engaged the 
“ Sportpalast”  fo r a commemoration 
o f the f if t ie th  year o f the death of 
K a r l M arx. The commemoration 
speech was made by F ried rich  
Stampfer, the ed ito r in  chief of the 
Vorwaerts. B u t he had no more 
than commenced say ing : “ To be a 
M a rx is t requires a great kno w l
edge, whereas to be an a n ti-M a rx is t 
one does not need to know  any
th in g ”,, than the police found su f
fic ien t grounds to ca ll a ha lt. The 
meeting was broken up. M ore
over, i t  is now reported as a com
mon opin ion in  ca p ita lis t p o litica l 
c ircles tha t when the newly elected 
Reichstag opens in  the Potsdam- 
mer garrison church there w i l l  be 
admission fo r  ne ither Communist 
nor social democratic deputies.

In  Germany the h igh ly  developed 
technology has been accompanied 
w ith  a thoroughgoing in d u s tr ia l 
discipline. In  tu rn  th is  has pro
duced deep-rooted w o rk ing  class 
organizations and possessed the 
workers w ith  a rem arkable qua lity  
o f co llec tiv ity  and organ izationa l 
d iscip line. The h igh ly  socialized 
production has produced in  the Ger
man w o rk ing  masses its  h igh  de
gree o f social consciousness and of 
class consciousnes as an inevitable 
resu lt o f a social system based 
upon class divisions. The German 
workers live  p ra c tica lly  the whole 
o f th e ir  soc ia l.lives  w ith in  w o rk 
ers’ organizations, in  the po litica l, 
economic and social spheres. They 
have th e ir  own workers p o lit ic a l 
parties, trade unions, consumers 
co-operatives, workers sports o r
ganizations (F riends o f nature, 
football,, angilers, etc.) , workers 
free th inke r associations, esperanto 
or chess players c lu bs ; they come 
together in  the huge people’s house.-, 
ex is ting in  every c ity , in  w orkers’ 
movies and theatres and so fo rth . 
The German workers are born in to  
organizational in s titu tion s  and 
m ostly receive th e ir  b u r ia l from  
them also. B road ly  speaking, tha t 
is, exclud ing the C‘ P. and its  aux
ilia rie s , a ll these organizations are 
d is tin c tly  o f a social democratic 
ideology and under social democra
t ic  leadership. As usual the So
c ia lis t pa rty  bureaucracy perm its 
a w ide la titu de  o f op in ion w ith in  
these organzations, so long as its  
own direction and contro l is not 
seriously threatened.

(T o  be continued)
— AR N E  SW ABECK.

Some Fundamental Aspects of the 
Present Crisis in Germany

In  the las t issue o f Die Welt- 
bueluie (the rad ica l bourgeois B e r
lin  period ica l) to  reach here, H e ll- 
m uth von Gerlach, the well-know n 
pacifist, who has since been rep o rt
ed under a rrest and subject to  the 
to rtu res  o f the Fascist police, 
quotes the fo llo w in g  conversation 
between a Nazi leader and a p ro
m inent French jo u rn a lis t:

N a z i: “ We know  qu ite  w e ll tha t 
Germany needs fifteen years to 
come to  power again econom ically 
and fifteen more in  order’ to  be in  
shape as a m ilita ry  power.”

Frenchm an: “ B u t the co rrido r? ”
N a z i: “ The question of the c o rr i

dor can be solved o f itse lf, w ith o u t 
war. I t  w on t take long before 
Russia cracks. Then we leave the 
Poles the U kra ine  as fa r  as Odessa 
and we. in  tu rn , get the C o rrido r 
and Danzig” . (Weltbuehne, Feb
ru a ry  28.)

T h is  so lu tion  of the Nazi ch ie f
ta in  is, of course, ra th e r over-sim 
plified. In  th e ir  calcula tions, the 
German reactionaries, in tox ica ted 
With th e ir  recent and ra the r easy 
successes,, are counting w ith o u t 
th e ir  host— the in te rna tiona l w o rk
ing  class. The la tte r  on the other 
hand has not as yet, by fa r, said 
its  last word. B u t i t  is necessary 
to face the s itua tion  c learly, to 
look eye to eye w ith  the facts. And 
the facts po in t to a s h iftin g  o f the 
specific g ra v ity  o f the w o rld  p o li
t ic a l s itua tion  fro m  Germany where 
w o rld  reaction has been able to  
pu t a fea ther in to  its  cap, to  So
v ie t Russia, w h ich  is fro m  a ll in 
dications, the next b u tt o f its  a t
tack. The defense o f the Soviet 
Union a 3 the fo rtress o f the w o rld  
revo lu tion stands f irs t  on the order 
o f the day fo r the in te rna tiona l 
p ro le ta rian  movement. A  genuine 
defense o f the w o rld  revo lu tion  and 
its  Soviet fortress requires a re 
counting and an eva luation o f the 
slet-back already suffered in  Ger
many.

The Warning of the Opposition
When the In te rn a tio n a l L e ft  Op

position f irs t sounded the a la rm  
over the H it le r  danger and raised 
the im plica tions i t  had fo r the 
USSR and the progress o f the w orld  
revo lution, the S ta lin is ts  accused 
us o f a counter-revo lu tionary de
sign to  d raw  the a tten tions of the 
workers away from  the th re a t o f 
Japanese invasion in  the East. In  
doing th is , the sh in ing  ligh ts  of 
bureaucratic Centrism  on ly  exposed 
th e ir  own lack o f foresight, th e ir  
own poverty  o f fundam ental in te r
na tiona l perspective and o rien ta 
tion. B linded by th e ir  “ p ra c tic 
a l i ty ” , by th e ir  em piricism , these 
pretenders to  Communist leader
ship only see a danger when they 
come up square against it .  So 
i t  has been w ith  the H it le r  danger, 
to w h ich  they are only now, two 
years a fte r the Bolshevik-Lenlnlst*

warned against i t ,  w ak ing  up.
The L e ft  Opposition foresaw the 

danger in  its  tim e  thanks to  its  
in te rn a tio n a lis t o rien ta tion , the 
gu id ing  line  fo r  w h ich  is fu rn ished 
by th e  M a rx is t conception o f the 
permanent revo lu tion . O nly th a t 
conception, v iew ing the class s tru g 
gle as an in te rna tiona l phenomenon 
and its  revo lu tiona ry  so lu tion  as a 
so lu tion  to be realized decisively 
o n ly  on a w o rld  scale, provides 
the fo res igh t th a t is  necessary in  
coping w ith  the problems posed fo r 
the Communists in  the present 
epoch. The S ta lin is t conception o f 
“ socialism  in  one country '!, re 
pudiating , as i t  does-, the  funda
m ental ideas o f M arxism , o f neces
s ity  leads to  b lin d  groping, to  the 
bung ling  o f the stra teg ica l problems 
posed, to the perpe tra tion  o f crimes 
against the revo lu tion , to  the heap
ing  up of defeats fo r  the p ro le ta r
ia t.

The b reath-tak ing events o f the 
la s t few  weeks and months in  Ger
many are a case in  po in t. The 
Fascist reaction is alm ost w ith o u t 
obstruction consolidating its  power 
and preparing fo r its  next steps 
in  the  East. These blows are 
s truck  in  the face no t o f an un
organized p ro le ta ria t, b u t o f the 
best organized w o rk in g  class in  the 
whole C ap ita lis t wo’rld . Germany 
possesses no t on ly the strongest 
social democracy in  the w orld , but 
the strongest Communist p a rty—  
outside o f the USSR— as well. In  
accounting fo r  the events th a t 
have transpired, in  ana lyz ing the 
set-back th a t has been suffered, i t  
is there fore Indispensible and o f 
the greatest im p o rt to probe the 
basic policies o f these tw o  trem 
endous forces, the policies w h ich  
fa iled  to  stand the test and the 
leaderships th a t fa iled  to  stand the 
test. The basic policies o f the  so
c ia l democracy have long been 
those o f treachery to  the w o rk ing  
class and the be traya l they achiev
ed in  he lp ing H it le r  to  power was 
a ll the less su rp ris ing  because i t  
m erely complemented th e ir  treach
eries o f 1914 and 1918. T he  key 
to  a successful resistance o f the 
Fascist danger n a tu ra lly  rested 
w ith  the Communists and th e ir  
a b ility  to  w in  the m a jo r ity  o f the 
w ork ing  class from  the socia l dem
ocrats and fo r  revo lu tiona ry  s tru g 
gle. T ha t involved, above a ll, the 
h ig h ly  im p o rtan t and concrete ques
tion  o f the app lica tion  o f the Len in 
is t  un ited fro n t tac tic . B u t in  
eva luating  the events, i t  is  once 
more necessary to  g ive a complete 
characterization o f the social dem
ocracy, especially insofar as i t  has 
a bearing also upon an understand
ing  o f the S ta lin is t ro le  in  the s it
uation.

The German social democracy 
started out on its road of working 
class betrayal by substituting for

the M arx ian  perspective o f the per
manent revo lu tion, the perspective 
o f na tiona l socia lis t reform ism .

“ The conception o f the perman 
ent revo lu tion  was set up by the 
great Communists o f the m iddle of 
the X IX  century, by M arx and his 
adherents, in  opposition to th a t 
dem ocratic ideology which, as is 
known, presumed th a t a ll questions 
should be settled peacefully, in  a 
re fo rm is t o r evo lu tionary way, by 
the erection o f the ‘ra tio n a l' or 
democratic state. M a rx  regarded 
the bourgeois revo lu tion  o f ’48 as 
the d irec t in troduction  to the p ro
le ta rian  revo lu tion. M arx  ‘erred’ 
Yet his e rro r has a fac tua l and not 
a m ethodological character. The 
revo lu tion  o f 1848 d id  no t tu rn  in to  
the socia list revo lu tion. B u t th a t 
is ju s t  w hy i t  also d id  no t achieve 
democracy. As to  the German rev
o lu tion  o f 1918: i t  is a pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  decapitated by the social 
dem ocracy; more correctly, i t  is  
the bourgeois counter-revolution, 
w hich is compelled to  preserve 
pseudo-democratic form s a fte r the 
v ic to ry  o f the p ro le ta r ia t.” — (T ro t
sky.)

The pe tty  bourgeois character of 
the social democratic bureaucracy 
th a t grew up before the war, tu rn 
ing  aside from  the revo lu tiona ry  
outlook o f the great founders, d i
rected the movement in to  the quag
m ire  o f “ re a lis tic ”  and “ p ra c tica l”  
reform s. The course o f the pe tty  
bourgeois leadership led to the 
cap itu la tion  to the m onarchy in  
A ugust 1914. The fu lf illm e n t o f 
the pe tty  bourgeois ideal, a fte r  the 
collapse o f the monarchy in  1918, 
involved the decapitation o f the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion, the counter
revo lu tiona ry  obstruction  of the 
permanent course o f the revo lu tion 
and was crowned by the setting up 
o f the “ dem ocratic”  W eim ar re 
public. T ha t on ly the pro le ta rian  
d ic ta to rsh ip  can complete the dem
ocra tic revo lution, th a t the W eim ar 
type o f repub lic can on ly  head off 
th is  course;, th a t i t  is im potent in  
preventing the re-entrenchment o f 
the reaction— a ll th is  has been 
am ply proved by the development 
o f events cu lm ina ting  in  the coming 
to power o f the Fascists. The 
treacherous ro le  o f the social dem
ocracy, begining w ith  the cap itu la 
tio n  to  the Hohenzollerns in  1914, 
proceeding through the be traya l of 
the revo lu tion  o f 1918 and degen
e ra ting  in to  the lowest depths w ith  
the po licy  of! the “ lesser e v il”  
paved the road fo r  the Fascist 
v ic to ry  in  1933. T h a t is an estab
lished fact. The re jection o f the 
concept o f the permanent revo lu
tion,, the pe tty  bourgeois idea l o f 
na tiona l socialist reform ism , has 
worked, in  the last analysis, as a 
tra p  fo r  the social democracy its e lf  
and has served to  a id  the grow th  
and the seizure o f power by the 
Fascists, whose purpose i t  is  to 
liqu ida te  the w o rk ing  class move
ment o f Germany b u ilt  up in  the 
course o f more than h a lf  a cen
tu ry .

The responsibility of the Stal-
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W orld Economic Situation Today
(Continued fro m  la s t issue)

The factors w h ich  presided at 
the b ir th  o f the c ris is  may be re 
sumed as fo llo w s : overproduction, 
the excessively h igh  level o f prices, 
and the in fla tion  o f c red it, When 
production w i l l  be reduced to  the 
po in t where i t  does not suffice any 
more even fo r  the reduced consump
tion , -so th a t the w o rld  stocks o f 
raw  ji ia te r ia ls  begin to  be draw n 
o n ; when prices w i l l  be reduced to 
the po in t where many producers 
w i l l  have to  go out of production, 
on the one hand, w h ile  a certa in 
amount of buying is encouraged by 
the low  level on the other’ ; and 
when the deflation o f c red it and 
the release o f liq u id  cap ita l has 
lowered the basic level o f in terest 
rates to the po in t where hungry 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  be more and more 
tempted by speculative affa irs , then 
we have the economic fram ew ork 
w ith in  w h ich  a recovery can take 
place, provided the bourgeoisie is 
p o lit ic a lly  in  positon to  assert its  
in terests as against the other class
es o f society.

B u t, i f  these economic and po li
t ic a l conditions render an up turn  
possible, they are no t sufficient of 
themselves to  produce such an up
tu rn . F o r th is , the cap ita lis ts  
m ust find the means of re-estab
lis h in g  th e ir  p ro fits  and restoring  
the c ircu la tion  o f cap ita l, fo r  under 
capita lism  the m aking o f pro fits and 
th e ir rea liza tion  in  the accumula
tion  o f cap ita l determ ine economic 
a c tiv ity  o r in a c tiv ity . Under the 
conditions o f crisis, p ro fit is  to be 
found in  unblocking the c ircu la tion  
o f cap ita l by reducing production, 
and in  the super-explo itation o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t by a l l methods— wage 
cuts, h igher hours, speeding up. 
I t  is  on ly when the cap ita lis t again 
begins to find his p ro fit in  increas
ing production th a t he recovery in  
in d u s tr ia l and commercial a c tiv ity  
begins again.

Now cap ita lis t s ta tis tics  are not 
kept w ith  a view to  fa c ilita t in g  
M arx ian economic research. The 
data are insuffic ient fo r  even an ap
proxim ate estim ate of the ra te  of 
surp lus value, and even the rate 
o f p ro fit can be estim ated on ly on 
the basis o f very incomplete and 
delayed data. The law  of uneven 
development, plays an im portan t 
role there— the figures fo r  France, 
fo r  instance), are in  general pub
lished much la te r than those o f 
other large countries, w h ile  A m er
ica has no offic ia l s ta tis tics a t a ll 
on unemployment, D iffe ren t fig
ures a rrive  w ith  d iffe rent delays, 
ranging from  24 hours to tw o 
months, and often are not compar
able among themselves.

For these reasons we have to be 
guided by ra the r summary and in 
complete ind ica tions. B u t they w il l  
suffice to give us the broad lines 
o f the present w orld  developments. 

Perspective fo r  Coming Period
As early  as August o f last year, 

in  s tudy ing these questions at 
P rin k ipo  w ith  comrade T ro tsky, we

1 How It Stands Today and 
Its Next Perspectives

called the a tten tion  c f o u r com
rades to  the fo llo w in g  fa c ts : th a t 
the prices o f commodities), a fte r an 
unprecedented decline, had begun 
to r is e ; th a t in d u s tr ia l production 
in  ce rta in  lines, such as steel, was 
no longer suffic ient even to  m ain
ta in  fixed cap ita l; th a t in te rest 
rates had reached such a low  po in t 
th a t speculation was beginning to 
take hold o f the m arkets, and th a t 
in  general the most im p o rtan t pre
conditions fo r  an u ltim a te  recov
ery werp beginning to  be outlined.

This perspective was re inforced 
by the beginning o f the wave o f 
w orkers ’ resistance in  England, 
la ta r in  Germany, where i t  was ac
companied by a beginning o f re 
employment o f la id -o ff workers.

Comrade T ro tsky  had proven as 
fa r  back as the T h ird  Congress o f 
the C. I .  in  1921, in  an economic 
s itua tion  w h ich in  certa in  ways re 
sembled the present ones, th a t a re 
covery under certa in  conditions 
would resu lt in  re in fo rc in g  the 
m ilitancy  and aggressiveness o f the 
workers. He polemicized against 
tjhose who believed th a t the per
spectives of w o rk ing  class action 
depended on the un in te rrup ted  in 
tensification o f the crisis, and tha t 
a recovery would weaken the f ig h t
ing s p ir it  of the p ro le ta ria t. He 
showed th a t w h ile , in  fact» a long 
period o f c a p ita lis t s tab iliza tion , 
such as tha t before the w ar, there 
could no longer be a question of 
such a s tab iliza tion  w ith in  the 
general c ris is  o f cap ita lism , but 
ra the r on ly  o f a p a rtia l and tem 
porary recovery. As a ll wel 1 know, 
the events fu l ly  confirmed him . In  
Am erica, fo r  instance, the great 
ra ilw jiy  shop s tr ike  o f 1922 came 
a fte r the tu rn  in  the cris is  toward 
recovery was no longer doub tfu l.

We have continued to study the 
b ite r developments o f the s itua tion . 
In  .September and in  October, we 
reported th a t the f irs t  uncerta in 
signs o f an u ltim a te  recovery, in  
the flu id  and in tang ib le  rea lm  o f 
stock exchange speculation and in  
the commodities m arkets, had been 
consolidated fo r  the tim e being 
w ith ou t m aking fu rth e r headway, 
between the high po ints o f August 
and the lows o f June, b u t tha t 
on ly a l i t t le  progress could be seen 
in  the tang ib le  domains o f indus
t r ia l production and in  trade.

• There is  noth ing su rp ris in g  in  
this;. W e m ust not expect the re 
covery to  bo un ifo rm  and homo
geneous, any more than the cris is  
which preceded i t  o r the period of 
s tab iliza tion  before tha t. The law  
o f uneven development is  fu lly  
manifested he re : uneven develop
ment as among various countries, 
and as among d iffe re n t branches of 
economic life . In  Am erica, fo r  in 
stance, in  1929, in d u s tr ia l produc
tion  began to fa l l  a fte r the month

Left W ing Criticizes Provisions of 
New Illinois M ine Contract

_____ (Continued from  page 1)
equally as true  th a t a union o f 
the w ork ing  class w i l l  ALWAYS 
face s im ila r conditions and the
’un ited fro n t  o f the bosses, the
state and the labor fakers. The 
question is : w i l l  the two year con
tract,, w ith  no essential difference 
from  the Lew is contract, strengthen 
o r weaken the l ’M A in  the s trug 
gle against the operators, the state 
and the Lewis machine? O ur op in
ion is th a t the present con tract 
w i l l  weaken ra th e r than streng
then the union in  the struggle. 
Th is is the opinion o f the L e ft w ing  
in  the PMA.
The Right Wing Wants “Peace!’
The unions came in to  existence 

through mass pressure and mass 
struggles and can on ly  grow 
through such struggles. The g row 
ing R igh t w ing  in  the union w ant 
less mass struggles and long con
trac ts  and the respect o f the “ best 
people”  in  the m in ing  towns. The 
R igh t w ing  w ant “ peace” , bu t the 
L e ft w ing  knows th a t you can on ly 
have “ peace”  i f  you are strong 
enough to  m a in ta in  the un ion and 
its  conditions. I t  is the L e ft  w in g  
and the progressives who are c a rry 
ing on the dangerous w o rk  in  
F ra n k lin  county, men whom the 
S ta lin is ts  ca ll tra ito rs .

We may ask the question : How 
much w o rk  w i l l  the PM A m iners 
obtain th is  summer? V ery  litt le . 
In  fact, a s tr ike  struggle fo r  a bet
te r contract, ra lly in g  the U M W A . 
miners throughout the nation be
h ind th is  program  w i l l  cu t the 
ground from  underneath the Lewis 
contro l and strengthen the PMA. 
The PM A is fa r  stronger’ today 
than i t  was when f irs t organized 
and a fa r  greater influence. I t  
has an exeelent chances o f w in-

in ists, fo r  years undisputed in  the 
leadership o f the B olshevik pa rty  
and the Communist In te rn a tion a l 
which arose in  the s trugg le  against 
the social democracy and its  
treachery, assumes thereby a ll the 
greater significance. The whole 
past of the social democracy a n ti
cipated th e ir  ro le  in  the H it le r  d is
aster. B u t w hy did  no t the Com
m unist pa rty , the German section 
o f the Bo lshevik  In te rn a tio n a l 
prove equal to the task?. T h is  is 
the param ount question th a t is 
posed by the German events. This 
is the question upon the answer’ to 
which depends the successful pre
pa ra tion  fo r  the tasks th a t face 
us a t present. W ith o u t the correct 
answer to th is  question i t  w i l l  be 
impossible to make up fo r  lost 
time), to  repa ir the losses already 
suffered and to  arm  fo r  fu tu re  
action. — SAM GORDON

*  *  *

(A no ther a rtic le  on th is  question 
w i l l  fo llow  in  the next issue.)

n ing a be tte r con tract a fte r such 
a fig h t than by com prom ising w ith  
no gains, before a figh t. W ith  such 
a s tr ike  struggle carried  on du ring  
the coming period, on a na tiona l 
scale, the PM A union would be 
stronger in  the fa l l  than i t  is now. 
I t  is  very doub tfu l i f  the PM A 
could be smashed in  such a short 
period. Rather, the P M A  would 
ga in throughout the country. The 
m iners are asked to s ign a con
trac t, not after a defeated strike, 
when compromise m ust be neces
sary, bu t before a strike)] and when 
the summer slack period is ap
proaching and mast o f the mines 
w i l l  be shu t down. Trade union 
leaders m ust know how to  com
promise, bu t in  A m erica we need 
l i t t le  w a rn ing  along th is  line  ex
cept to the ho t headed u ltra -Le fts . 
Above a ll we do not w a n t coml- 
promise before a struggle, before 
the ba ttle  and when we have grown 
stronger.

— HUGO O EH LE R .

Chicago R. R. Conference
The Association o f R a ilw ay E x 

ecutives concluded a m eeting at 
the D rake H o te l in  Chicago th a t 
was attended by executives o f f if ty  
nine roads. They held a one-day 
closed session and elected R. V. 
F le tcher as general counsel o f the 
association. None o f the members 
would comment on the procedings 
o r the plans bu t the Chicago T ri
bune says the fo llow ing , “ I t  was 
understood th a t fo u r m a jo r issues 
dominated the discussions; plans 
o f the Dem ocratic adm in is tra tion  
fo r ra ilroa d  r e l ie f ; consolidations, 
mergers, and readjustm ents in  the 
in d u s try ; reduction o f passenger 
ra te s ; rev is ion o f the wage scales.”

W hat more need be to ld  to  the 
w ork ing  class? They w ant govern
ment he lp fo r  th o ir  bankrup t in 
dustries, mergers and reduced pas
senger rates to  meet modern bus 
and a ir  transporta tion  and more 
wage cuts fo r  the workers. Th is 
is the ra ilw a y  executives’ method 
o f reorganizing to find  a way out 
o f the cris is. I t  is the same m eth
od o f reorganiza tion used by the 
other exp lo iters.

The executives o f  the fifty -n ine  
roads realize th a t the necessity of 
u n ity  in  fig h tin g  the depression so 
th a t they can s h ift  the burden on 
the w o rk ing  class and sm all stock 
holders The 21 c ra fts  o f the 
ra ilw a y  in d u s try  have no t yet 
realized th is  need on th je ir pa rt. 
The workers in  every te rm in a l m ust 
establish ra ilroa d  councils o f re
presentatives o f the 21 cra fts . They 
m ust fo llo w  the lead o f the M innea
polis R a ilroad  Council to figh t the 
plans o f the ra ilroads.

o f June, b u t the solemn w a rn ing  
o f the w o rld  crash was given only 
by the break on the New Y ork  
Stock Exchange in  October. On 
the o ther hand, in d u s tr ia l produc
tion  in  France continued to  in 
crease u n t il the m onth  of June, 
1030. We m ust therefore expect 
s t i l l  m ore s tr ik in g  d isparities, even 
apparent contrad ictions, in  the 
coutrse o f the development o f  the 
w o rld  crisis.

W hat conclusions do we then 
d raw  from  an exam ination o f the 
available sta tistics?

1. F o r several months now, the 
w o rld  cris is, instead of con tinu ing 
to grow  sharper, seems to  have 
stab ilized its e lf  a t a level fa ir ly  
close to  the lowest po in t a tta ined 
so fa r.

2. The p o lit ic a l and economic 
pre conditions fo r  a recovery exist. 
I t  is the re fore not excluded th a t 
the present tem porary breathing- 
spe ll^m ay develop to  the po in t of 
becoming a rea l recovery, th a t is, 
the cris is  may then be transform ed 
in to  a depression.

3. On the other hand, in  view  
o f the in te ns ity  o f the crisis, the 
p o lit ic a l as w e ll as the economic 
convulsions in  the w o rld  cap ita lis t 
system (rise  o f H i t le r ) ,  and the 
progress o f in te rn a l con trad ic tions 
w ith in ' the general c ris is  o f post
w ar capita lism , i t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t 
such a recovery could be fo llow ed 
by a prolonged period o f  s tab iliza 
tion, not to speak o f prosperity. 
On the contrary, i t  is ra ther' p ro 
bable th a t the unsolved and unsolv- 
able contrad ictions w i l l  be aggrav
ated bv the efforts o f each country 
to d raw  the m axim um  o f p ro fit 
from  the recovery, under conditions 
where the bourgeois slogan o f “ in 
te rna tiona l co llabora tion”  has be
come more rid icu lous and ly in g  
than ever.

4. The class strugg le could in  
a ll p ro ba b ility  take on even gr'eater 
sharpness under such conditions, 
and the rad ica liza tion  o f the mass
es, based on a stronger s tra teg ic  
s itua tion  fo r  the w o rke r whose 
labor' would again be in  demand, 
could be extended, beginning w ith  
more effective resistance in  the 
fie ld o f economic struggles, up  to  
the most advanced p o lit ic a l de
mands.

The Reformist Theory and 
the Stalinists

T ha t the re form ists  should vac-
mate, between the hope o f a near 
fu tu re  o f social peace and the fea r 
th a t the cris is  w i l l  never fin ish, 
th a t is  on ly to be expected. T he ir 
theoreticians have deformed the 
M arx ian  analysis of the c r is is  to  
the po in t of ass im ila ting  i t  to the 
“ Am erican”  doctrine th a t the capi
ta lis t, in  h is own well-understood 
se lf-in terest, should pay higher 
wages in  order’ to  increase the 
purchasing power o f the workers, 
fh a t  is the log ica l consequence of 
the theory o f social collaboration, 
in  which the w o rke r disappears as 
the crea to r o f surp lus value and 
appears as a sim ple consumer. U n
der these conditions, according to 
the social democrats, i f  the cap ita l
is t out o f sheer meanness continues 
to reduce wages instead o f increas
ing  them d u rin g  the crisis, evid
ently w i l l  never end.

B u t th a t the o ffic ia l Comunist 
parties should use such a line  o f 
reasoning, when they say th a t on ly 
a bourgeois o p tim is t can foresee 
the “ end o f the c ris is ”» because the 
reductions in  wages continue the 
cris is, th a t is a cause fo r  surprise, 
l o r  obviously the reductions in  
w-ages serve to  re-establish the 
p ro fit o f the cap ita lis t, wh ich is 
the m oving power o f economy under 
a cap ita lis t regime.

I  o r th is  reason Varga, in  the 
Inpieeorr* is  compelled, f irs t  to 
deny obs tina te ly  th a t there are 
any symptoms o f an u ltim a te  re
covery, second to  adm it the exist
ence o f a “ stagnation a t approxim
a te ly  the present levelf’,, of “ the 
u ltim a te  atta inm ent of the bottom 
o f the c r is is ” , o f the “bottom of 
rhe cris is ”  itse lf.

A ll  th is  is the purest “ th ird  per- 
iod „ th is  tim e rebaptised “ end of 
the p a rtia l s tab iliza tion  o f Capital- 
ism  A lre a d y ! a fte r  three and a 
h a lf  years o f c ris is  i t  seems fa ir

s ta h if  ,t0  Say th a t the P a rtia l •stabilization is  over. There is
no th ing to  be surprised a t there* 
fore m  the fa c t th a t the the o re ti
cians o f the C. P, o f Germany, in  
(h e ir  m on th ly  paper o p , in te ru n tlo - 
a i , have begun to speak o f a 

fo u rth  period” . F o r th is  they 
were soundly scolded in  an issue

i!ei„ce « ,>reCOrr late Iast y e "  a®ng m  appearance very rad ica l, 
but haying fo r ’ its  actua l resu lt a 
weakening o f the w o rk  o f the Com
m un is^ pa rties” . A nd the “ th ird  
period , then, not to speak o f the 

. cap ita lis t s ta b iliza tio n ” ?
he S ta lin is ts  p re fe r to keep to  the 

ta ilacious perspectives o f the ra- 
d ica liza tion  o f the masses through 
the cris is  w ith o u t tak in g  in to  ac- 
count the h is to rica l experience and 
even th a t o f the recent past.
,  . , ut; ?t ls  not only  a question o f 
c i l t ic iz in g ; we m ust prepare our
selves, theore tica lly  and p ra c tica lly , 
to  take our place in  the rev iva l o f 
the m ilita n t s p ir it  o f the w o rk ing
S ’ lh  f eei“ g as c,ear‘ y  as pos- sible the tu rns in  the objective s it
ua tion , and adap ting ou r strategy 
and our tactics to  it .  The slogans 
fo r  which the In te rn a tio n a l L e f t  
Opposition has been s trugg ling  fo r  
years w o rkers ’ con tro l o f prSdue- 
tion , c red its  and economic co lla 
boration w ith  the Soviet Union, 
the Soviet U n ited  States o f Europe 
--seen in  these perspectives, acquire 
the greatest im portance fo r  the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement o f the 
w o rld  p ro le ta ria t.

— B. J. F IE L D .

T ro tsky ’s m asterly  analysis “ The 
O nly Road”  has been a ll set up  
and is ready to go to press. We 
have been unduly detained by lack 
of funds. Send funds and dona- 
nons to help us publish th is  w o rk  
Im m ediately.


